
Story Highlights
Food bank sees more demand than after hurricanes•	
Children’s shelter unable to fully staff new facility•	
Organizations work to foster culture of philanthropy•	Ryan Palmer (above) and Paula 

Samford opened Gourdough’s in 
October off South Lamar Boulevard. 
The gourmet doughnut trailer 
complements the adjacent Austin 
Brevita coffee shop, also in a trailer. | 4

The Byrne-Reed House on 15th and 
Rio Grande streets is undergoing a 
major reconstruction and restoration. 
The historic building is home to 
Humanities Texas. | 4

Texas political observers explain 
the consequences of next year’s 
elections and how redistricting 
shapes government. | 13

Austin 
Superintendent 
Meria 
Carstarphen 
talks about 
reviving failing 
schools, AISD’s 
strengths and 
weaknesses and 
goals for going 
forward. | 19

Rebecca Rather and hundreds of 
other authors drew crowds to the 
Texas Book Festival at the State Capitol 
Building Oct. 31 and Nov. 1.
Video at more.impactnews.com/6196

Running icon Micah True joined the 
Austin Barefoot Runners for a group 
run around Lady Bird Lake. 
more.impactnews.com/6201

An ordinary citizen will represent the 
Travis County Commissioners Court on 
the Capital Metro board. Applications 
will be accepted until Nov. 25 for the 
appointment that begins Jan. 1.
more.impactnews.com/6051

Water Treatment Plant No. 4 will 
produce 300 million gallons of water 
per day when complete. The plant 
on Lake Travis is scheduled to begin 
supplying water to Austinites in 2014.
more.impactnews.com/6019 

What’s News    

What’s Online    
www.impactnews.com

Largest distributed newspaper 
in Central Texas

Six editions • 391,546 circulation

www.impactnews.com

nOvember 13 - DeCember 3, 2009
vOLUme 2, ISSUe 1

Pa
tr

ic
k 

Br
en

de
l

Construction of the 22-unit Pleiades development stopped in September 2007. 

by mary Tuma 
The poor economic climate has stretched 

Austin’s charitable organizations, which must 
cope with increased demand for services with 
even leaner budgets than usual.

Area nonprofits have experienced a significant 
increase in demand for services while working 
with fewer resources, according to a recent sur-
vey commissioned by United Way Capital Area 
and Greenlights for Nonprofit Success, a local 
organization that assists nonprofits.

In the past year, two-thirds of organizations 
saw a jump in demand, while more than half 
reported undergoing a drop in contributions. 

“We’ve seen a huge increase in people ask-
ing for basic necessities like utilities and med-
ical care and a decline in giving,” said Debbie 
Bresette, interim president of United Way. 

The nonprofit’s 2-1-1 helpline received a 
40-percent rise in callers—the vast majority 
from Austin and many first-timers, she said. 

Grocery relief program Angel Food Minis-
tries is also serving more and more new clients. 

“We’ve definitely been getting a lot of new 
customers that really need our service to 

Nonprofits strained by decrease 
in donations, increase in demand

make their money go further,” said Krista 
Payne, coordinator of Angel Food Ministries’ 
branch at Northwest Hills United Methodist 
Church. 

The survey indicated more than 40 percent 
of those surveyed intend to dedicate more 
staff to fundraising in the next year, and 33 
percent plan to review or reallocate assets. 
Nearly 20 percent laid off staff, and another 
10 percent plan on doing so next year.  

“It’s not just a matter of money, but a staffing 
issue,” said Beth Atherton, executive director 
of Caritas Austin, which provides food and 
life skills to impoverished people. 

Staff shortages made Caritas unable to 
accommodate the 300 percent increase in 
people now eligible for its services. 

“We’ve run out of appointments for people 
[who] need to be assessed,” she said. 

The Capital Area Food Bank has experi-
enced tremendous increases in demand dur-
ing the past year. The organization distributed 
a record-high 22.2 million pounds of food in 
21 counties, a 40 percent jump in distribution 
from 2008. At the same time, it saw a 60 per-
cent growth in need for services.  

“This has been by far and away the largest 
increase in demand we’ve seen to date,” Food 

CONTINUED ON | 16

CONTINUED ON | 10

M
ar

y 
Tu

m
a

City green-lights completion 
of “eyesore” on Enfield Road

by Patrick brendel
If the thousands of people who 

travel Enfield Road every day 
needed a reminder of the reces-
sion, this is it: For two years, the 
unfinished structure of the Ple-
iades condominiums has stood, 
construction suspended, near the 
stoplight at West Lynn Street.

“It is a blight upon the neigh-
borhood,” said Jim Wilson, 
whose family owns the nearby 
Marsol apartments on the north 
side of Enfield.

Two years after markets began 
to falter, some economists are see-
ing signs of recovery in the Austin 

First State Bank gets approval to finish construction 
of Pleiades condominiums after two-year stoppage

area, and soon activity could be 
stirring once again at the corner 
of Enfield and West Lynn.
OWANA’s OK

Construction on the 22-unit 
Pleiades stopped in 2007, and 
First State Bank took control of 
the property through foreclosure 
in fall 2008. The bank hired devel-
opment consultant Jim Bennett 
and independent builder Robert 
Hageman to help determine what 
to do with the property.

Hageman initiated a conver-
sation with the Old West Austin 

Summer 2007  
Heavy rains delay construction.

June 2007   
Pleiades is repurposed from rental  
units to condos for sale.

August 2007  
Dispute begins between developer  
bolter Corporation, and builder QmeT  
and architect Gordon bohmfalk.

September 2007  
Pleiades construction stops.

for area nonprofits
Hard times

Source: 2009 Nonprofit Pulse Survey by United Way 
Capital Area and Greenlights for Nonprofit Success, 
comparing 6/2007-6/2008 to 6/2008-6/2009
*Numbers do not add up to 100 percent due to rounding.

2005  
existing homes 
moved off 1603, 
1605 and 1607 
enfield road.

2006  
QmeT building 
applies for 
permits to build 
the Pleiades. 
Construction starts.

Fall 2008  
First State bank 
takes ownership.

2008-2009  
OWAnA and bank 
representatives 
discuss the project.

Oct. 12, 2009  
City of Austin OKs 
completion of the 
Pleiades condos.

Project timeline
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Special � nancing available.
Minimum purchase required.  

Expires 1/2/10

The Garett Koch Family

www.� oorcenterstx.com
15406 IH 35 North 

The Bill Simon Family

Floor Centers of Texas’ goal is to listen to our customers 
needs, assist in the decision making process and provide a 
showroom with an outstanding selection second to none.  
We strive to provide professional and talented crews for a 
seamless installation in your home.

As a family run business, our service to the customer is very 
important to the success of our business.  Word of mouth is 
a large portion of our business and the key to creating our 
countless personal relationships within the community.  

When it is time to make the decision to replace such an 
essential part of your home, we would love the opportunity 
to assist you in determining the choice of � ooring based 
on  your needs.  As a non-commissioned showroom,  Floor 
Centers of Texas has only your best interests in mind.  We 
understand the value of your dollar and time and will do 
what it takes to earn your business.  

When the products are similar, our caring service makes 
the di� erence.
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Reader feedback

The graph shows Austin air quality 
improving steadily since 1999 despite major 
population growth. EPA plans to make 
ozone standards even tougher. When do 
you reach diminishing returns? When do you 
conclude that it is not about clean air but 
political control?

— Bruce Byron

more.impactnews.com/5124

This sounds like a tremendous project for the 
ailing Republic Square area. The park has 
desperately needed to be renovated and the 
courthouse could be a boon for development 
in the surrounding area, as most of the lots 
are either parking or unoccupied (i.e. former 
Fox & Hound location). Good to see some 
real world results from the stimulus.

— Huntley Russell

more.impactnews.com/5781

austin air faces critical test

New U.s. courthouse downtown
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Publisher’s Note  

The new and improved impactnews.com

Sign up and stay connected More than just news

One Friday morning on 
my way to work I stopped 
to buy a cup of coffee. I 
was wearing one of my 
Community Impact golf 
shirts and a 20-something 

gentleman named Marcus came up to me to 
say how much he loved our paper. 

“Everyone loves that thing. It is a great 
community newspaper,” he said.

My staff and I are so appreciative of com-
ments like this. There is no question that the 
newspaper business is a challenging one, but 
we are convinced if we work hard to provide 
local news that matters to you, we can con-
tinue to grow this young company. 

Our print edition, which we send free to 
you each month, is our core product, but 
our website is loaded with content, too. 

We recently launched the new, improved 
impactnews.com, and below we have 
highlighted ways you can get quality news 
and information from our award-winning 
journalists every day. If you haven’t visited 
impactnews.com in a while, get online. You 
can comment on an article that impacts you 
and follow and “re-tweet” us on Twitter. You 
can also sign up for our informative (and 
free) e-mail newsletters. 

As always, we love to know how you use 
our newspaper and our website. If I don’t get 
the privilege to meet you at a coffee shop,  
e-mail me your comments or suggestions.

Easily browse and search news articles•	

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive •	
community news and information

Navigate new, interactive maps •	
highlighting local news

Learn about upcoming local events with •	
the community calendar

Make your voice heard by commenting on •	
articles and participating in online polls

Browse, print or download any of our print •	
editions for free

eNewsletter, Twitter, Facebook, RSS feeds and more Visit our local savings guide and healthcare directory

heal   h.
impactnews.com

Drawing will be held Sunday, Dec. 6, 2009 
at the Hilton Austin during Dancing with 
the Stars Austin.*  

All Proceeds 
Benefi t the Center for Child Protection

Enter for a Chance to Win a

NEW 2010 
LEXUS  IS250C
 CONVERTIBLE

*Raffl e ticket purchase does not include entry into the 
gala. Must be 18 years of age or older to win. Need 
not be present to win. Raffl e winner will be posted on-
line December 7, 2009. Tax, title and license fee not 
included. Income tax due upon delivery of the vehicle. 
Chance of winning is 1 in 2,000.

Purchase your 
$100 raffl e ticket NOW at ...

9910 Stonelake Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
(512)343.3400

TOLL FREE (800)90.LEXUS
www.LexusofAustin.com

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.
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Central Austin Community Impact 1 Home improvement
Aviary home décor got a makeover 
after nearly four years of offering 
contemporary furnishings. With the 
addition of a wine bar Oct. 29, the store 
on 2110 S. Lamar Blvd. has been renamed 
the Lounge @ Aviary. Patrons can browse 
for products while enjoying a glass of 
wine, artisanal cheese and locally grown 
produce. Call 916-4445 or visit 
www.aviarydecor.com.

2 Spa day
By Cindy Day Spa, 1611 W. Fifth St., 
Ste. 115, should be open for service Nov. 
20, co-owner Kevin Dinh said. The new 
spa, at the intersection of Fifth Street 
and MoPac, offers manicures, pedicures, 
facials and massages. Call 789-0841 or 
visit www.bycindydayspa.com.

3 Wild wing
Buffalo Wild Wings opened its first 
central Austin location Oct. 19 at 7604 
N. IH 35, near US 183. The 6,400 sq. ft. 
restaurant features 50 HD-TVs and wing 
specials Tuesdays and Thursdays. Two 
other locations on IH 35, at Parmer Lane 
and Stassney Lane, are slated to open 
early next year, General Manager Joe 
Ramos said. Call 323-9061 or visit 
www.buffalowildwings.com.

4 Coffee on wheels
Built out of reclaimed materials, The 
Good Bike Coffee Shop parked its eco-
trailer Oct. 15 at 2401 San Gabriel St., in 
the southeast corner of the Freewheeling 
Bicycles’ lot. Owner Charlie Drozdyk 
uses the “Portland-style drip method” of 
brewing and offers both Fair Trade and 
Direct Trade beans. Customers can also 
pick up breakfast tacos, Rockstar Bagels, 
yogurt parfaits and ice cream. 

5 Gourmet doughnuts
Gourdough’s opened Oct. 8 in a 
trailer at 1219 S. Lamar Blvd., next to 
Austin Brevita coffee shop. It is the first 
restaurant venture for owners Ryan 
Palmer and Paula Samford (of the 
Samford Group real estate agency). Open 
noon to 2 a.m., Gourdough’s specializes 
in giant doughnuts with a variety of 
fillings, including bacon and habanero 
pepper jelly. Visit www.gourdoughs.com. 

6 espresso shot
Now equipped with a liquor license, JP’s 
Java, 2803 San Jacinto Blvd., plans on 
offering various beer and wine selections 
in addition to its coffee, espresso and light 
menu items. They planned on selling the 
new beverages by mid-November. Call 
494-0015 or visit www.jpsjava.com.

7 Cottage industry
The Cottage Pottery opened Oct. 1 at 
1112 West Ave. Owner Carolyn Sawyer 
offers pottery instruction and has an art 
gallery. Call 680-0482 or visit
www.thecottagepottery.com.

8 Tacos to go
One Taco opened Oct. 7 at Fifth and San 
Antonio streets. The stand offers different 
varieties of breakfast and lunch tacos, 
including house specials, the Fried Egg 
Taco and the Taquiza. Visit
www.one-taco.com.

9 district 301
District 301 Bar debuted on West Sixth 
Street Oct. 21. The lounge-style spot, 
formerly Hi-Lo bar, includes an outdoor 
patio, flat-panel televisions and booth 
seating. Co-owner Jeff Davis said the 
bar, 301 W. Sixth St., plans to educate its 
patrons on spirits during happy hour. 
Visit www.district301bar.com.

10 Super dunk
A new Super Donuts shop opened Oct. 
2 at 3742 Far West Blvd., Ste. 112. The 
doughnut shop also offers kolaches and 
croissants. Call 345-7200.

11 Historic restoration
Home of Humanities Texas, the historic 
Byrne-Reed House is undergoing a major 
reconstruction. The project began Sept. 
28, and when complete, will include a new 
600 sq. ft. meeting room. The 100-year-
old landmark, 1410 Rio Grande St., will be 
restored to its original state. Visit
www.humanitiestexas.org.

12 italian style
Formerly a Lotus dealership, the business 
at 4108 N. Lamar Blvd. is now Ferrari 
of Austin. Expected to open in early 
November, the dealership will showcase 
about eight different models of the Italian 
automobile and feature a lounge where 
customers can relax. Call 380-0231.

13 Worldly wine
Apothecary Cafe & Wine Bar made its 
debut Oct. 21 at 4800 Burnet Road, Ste. 
450. The international-themed hangout 
includes a variety of fresh pastries from 
Dream Bakery on Anderson Mill Road, 
as well as paninis and salads, wine and 
locally roasted coffee. There is ample 
seating for 50 and free Wi-Fi, co-owner 
Niraj Mehdi said. Call 371-1600 or visit 
www.apothecaryaustin.com.

14 Hobby shop
HobbyTown USA is scheduled to reopen 
Nov. 14 at 4211 S. Lamar Blvd. The store 
is celebrating its 20th year of providing 
Austin with a wide selection of games, 
toys, model cars and more. Call 440-7877 
or visit www.hobbytown.com.

15 Cuban eats  
The Texas Cuban opened Sept. 26 in a 
trailer at 1700 S. Lamar Blvd. Owner Eric 
Smith said the eatery offers hot pressed 
Cuban sandwiches, burgers and sides 
of plantain chips. Call 294-9259 or visit 
www.texascuban.com.
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News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Community Events    

November
13 | 2009 lamarFest
An annual festival for Lamar Middle School,  “The Night to 
Remember!” features music, games, prizes and food.
Lamar Middle School, 6201 Wyonna Ave.
6-8	p.m.	•	470-0510

14 | Baby Boomer Yoga
Yoga class aimed at middle-aged individuals; taught by 
Kelly Jackson, former owner of studio called Yoga For 
Normals
Kula	Yoga,	2415	Exposition	Blvd.
Noon-1	p.m.	•	$15
542-3334	•	www.austinkulayoga.com

Engineering saturday
Engineering activities for children led by University of Texas 
engineering students; part of a broader day of science 
activities by UT students
Austin Children’s Museum, 201 Colorado St.
10	a.m.-noon	•	$4.50-$6.50	(free	for	children	younger	than	
1 year old)
472-2499	•	www.austinkids.org

Violet Crown Fall Festival
A celebration of the Brentwood and Crestview communities; 
art booths, music, food, beverages, history and community 
exhibits, children’s activities, showings of the film “A 
Community Mosaic”
Crestview Shopping Center, 7100 Woodrow Ave.
10	a.m.-4	p.m.	•	450-1167

Zines and Zas
Class shows students how to make their own personal 
magazine; pizza provided
Austin Bat Cave, 1807 W. 11th St.
2	p.m.	•	Free
524-1489	•	www.austinbatcave.org

17 | Creating Holiday letters/Newsletters
Computer literacy class for seniors; learn basic structures of 
letters, fonts and using clip art
SeniorNet	Austin,	3710	Cedar	St.
9:30-11:30	a.m.	•	$25
451-4611	•	www.seniornetaustin.org

18-22 | a Christmas affair
“It’s a Wild Holiday” fundraiser benefiting the Junior League 
of Austin; parties, market days, Santa Claus and a carnival
Palmer	Events	Center,	900	Barton	Springs	Road
Ticket	prices	vary	•	467-8982	•	www.jlaustin.org

20-dec. 20 |  “The Mousetrap”
The murder mystery by Agatha Christie features eccentric 
characters and surprising plot twists.
Austin	Playhouse,	3601	S.	Congress	Ave.
Prices	and	times	vary	•	476-0084	•	www.austinplayhouse.com

21 | Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
Opportunity	to	spot	a	guaranteed	50	species	in	Austin’s	
premier birding site during the best season for bird 
watching
Hornsby	Bend	Bird	Observatory,	2210	S.	FM	973
7:30-11:30	a.m.	•	Free
972-1960	•	www.hornsbybend.org

The domain lighting of Macy’s Great Tree
Day of festivities at The Domain culminating in a free 
performance by “American Idol” finalist Jason Castro; 
fireworks, music, children’s activities, in-store events and 
horse-drawn carriage rides
The	Domain,	11410	Century	Oaks	Terrace
873-8099

22 | Balcones Community Orchestra concert
Premier of “Longing...” a new work by Austin composer 
Rachel McInturff and performer Amy Burgus for English 
Horn and String Orchestra; Robert Radmer leads the 
32-member	ensemble	in	other	selections

St.	Martin’s	Lutheran	Church,	606	W.	15th	St.
4	p.m.	•	Free
www.balconescommunityorchestra.org

24-29 | “101 dalmatians”
Broadway musical performance with an all-star creative 
team;	performances	at	3:30	and	8	p.m.
Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive
457-5100	•	www.thelongcenter.org

28 | austin Bead society Holiday show
Sale featuring jewelry handcrafted by Austin-area artisans; 
free hourly raffle drawings
Hyatt Regency Austin, 208 Barton Springs Road
11	a.m.-6	p.m.	•	Free	admission
www.austinbeadsociety.org

Children Giving to Children Parade
The annual parade presented by Chuy’s restaurants features 
a toy drive where, at various points, the procession stops and 
participants collect toys for the Operation Blue Santa Program.
Starts at 11th Street and Congress Avenue
11	a.m.-noon	•	Toy	donation	requested	•	www.chuysparade.com

december
1-20 | “sister’s Christmas Catechism”
Comedic retelling of the story of the nativity, complete with 
a choir and interactive audience members
Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive
7:30	p.m.	•	457-5100	•	www.thelongcenter.org

2 | The Rio Review Publication Celebration
Event honoring Austin Community College’s student literary 
journal, featuring poems, prose, screenplays and artwork 
by students
ACC-Rio Grande Campus Gallery Theater, 1212 Rio Grande St. 
7	p.m.	•	Free
223-3226

4 | B scene: Winter light
Live music, free appetizers, cash bar, tours of the new 
exhibition; museum shop and the Blanton Café open late; 
wine flights and tapas
Blanton Museum of Art, 200 E. MLK Blvd.
6-10:30	p.m.	•	Free
471-7324	•	www.blantonmuseum.org

5 | Fourth annual Carnival-O-Pizza
Games, booth, music, raffles, contests, beer and pizza to 
celebrate Home Slice Pizza’s fourth anniversary; proceeds go 
to a local nonprofit
Home	Slice,	1415	S.	Congress	Ave.
444-7437	•	www.homeslice.com

lifetime Reindeer Run
Fast	5K	course	through	north	Austin	streets;	part	of	the	Toys	
For Tots program
8	a.m.	•	350-9178	

Run like the Wind
Long-distance runs all day hosted by the Schrodi Memorial 
Training Fund and Lee Mannix Center for Canine Behavior; 
well-behaved dogs are welcome at all events
Lee	Mannix	Center,	6901	Old	Bee	Caves	Road
7:30	a.m.
626-2763	•	www.schrodifund.org/runlikethewind.htm

5-23 | “The Nutcracker”
Performed by Ballet Austin with accompaniment by the 
Austin Symphony
Orchestra;	47th	annual	production
Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive
Shows	at	2	and	7:30	p.m.	•	Ticket	prices	vary
476-2163	•	www.balletaustin.org

16 Wine and art
Painting with a Twist recently opened at 
8820 Burnet Road, Ste. 507. With BYOB 
painting classes, manager Shannon 
Douglas invites patrons to sip their 
favorite beer, wine or other beverage while 
receiving step-by-step painting instruction. 
Classes ($35 to $45) are two to three hours, 
and all aspiring artists leave with a self-
created artwork. Call 371-9488 or visit 
www.paintingwithatwist.com/northaustin.

17 New fuel
Locally owned Signature Gas Station, 
608 S. Lamar Blvd. replaced a Shell station 
Sept. 29 after a two-month renovation.
The newly remodeled station’s exterior 
design matches other locations and offers 
its Signature-brand fuel. Call 440-8853 or 
visit www.sssfuel.com.

18 downtown real estate
Real estate group The ShawnMon Agency 
partnered with Keller Williams Realty 
to launch its downtown division Oct. 5. 
The group, 1801 S. MoPac, Ste. 100, has 
expanded its focus to selling condos, lofts 
and houses in central Austin. Call 
330-1075 or visit www.shawnmon.com.

19 Big win
Laundromat-turned gaming spot Arcade 
UFO won Stride gum’s Save the Arcade 
Contest in October, walking away with 
the $25,000 grand prize. The arcade, 3101 
Speedway, racked up points in the national 
competition every time someone played a 
game online. Owner Ryan Harvey plans 
on investing in a video and audio system 
and game upgrades. Call 380-1725 or visit 
www.arcadeufo.com.

20 Thrift gift
Nonprofit-based second-hand retailer 
Nifty Thrift planned to open a new shop 
at 5203 Cameron Road in early November. 
Three times larger than its McNeil Drive 
location, the 4,200 sq. ft. store offers 
donated furniture in addition to clothes, 
electronics and books. President Christa 
Graham said proceeds go toward helping 
inner-city children in need. Call 432-5906 
or visit www.niftythrift.org.

21 Hush up
A grand opening is scheduled Dec. 1 for 
Salon Hush, 1715 W. 35th St. Initially, the 
salon will have about 12 hair stylists and 
a nail technician, with room to expand 
services in the future. The salon is the first 
business owned by Suzanne and Walter 
Matthys. Call 600-7100 or visit 
www.mysalononline.com/hush.

Shop local
Austin Independent Business Alliance is 
sponsoring a campaign to encourage local 
shopping the Saturday after Thanksgiving. 
Find sales and specials from local 
businesses at www.ibuyaustin.com.

Lance Duncan, Phil Roach and Eric Smith of The Texas Cuban
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Signature Gas Station on South Lamar Boulevard

17

Pa
tr

ic
k 

Br
en

de
l

New wine bar inside Aviary home furnishings store
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Ryan Palmer, co-owner of Gourdough’s
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Front	of	Byrne-Reed	House	on	15th	and	Rio	Grande	streets
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Sponsored by

Calendar events for print must be submitted by the 22nd 
of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas 
calendar online at www.impactnews.com.
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Business Profile    The menagerie 

by mary Tuma 
Among the silver platters and gold 

necklaces on display at specialty gift shop 
The Menagerie stands the same marble 
table owner Vickie Roan used 30 years 
ago when she began selling jewelry from 
her living room.  

The sentimental touch reminds Roan 

Owner Vickie Roan
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of her humble start and the unexpected 
event that led her to retail. 

While wandering around a Dallas mar-
ket center in 1978, the new mother met a 
couple of wholesale jewelers who ended 
up giving her two yellow beaded neck-
laces, one for each of her daughters. 

Enchanted by the pieces, friends and 
family asked Roan to bring back more 
jewelry for them. By offering wholesale 
prices, she was able to build a strong cus-
tomer base immediately. 

“What really motivated me was the 
excitement of people being able to buy 
jewelry at a lesser cost than what they 
would have got at a regular jewelry store,” 
she said. 

Roan earned $55,000 in two months that 
first Christmas, and she realized she could 
parlay her side hobby into a full-fledged 
business. After five years of taking orders 
at church and while waiting to pick up her 
children from school, Roan moved her 
business out of her home and into a quaint 
400 sq. ft. shop in the Junior League Shop-
ping Center on Parkcrest Drive. 

The business outgrew the space and 
relocated in 1997 to its current 3,000 sq. 
ft. shop on West 38th Street. Roan has 
increased her inventory over the years to 
include picture frames, tabletop accesso-
ries and bridal items.

Roan selects each piece of jewelry 

personally, opting not to employ a buyer, 
as most big retail stores do. Roan prides 
herself in her ability to secure unique 
pieces customers find in magazines, on 
television or when traveling. 

“I started by people telling me what 
they wanted and having to go find it. 
My inventory today is exactly what my 
customers have asked me to carry in the 
store,” Roan said. “I am still very much a 
personal shopper for my customers.” 

Prior to opening her small business, 
Roan chaired several fundraising events. 
More recently, she helped spur contribu-
tions to the Long Center for Perform-
ing Arts from 2005 to 2007. Over three 
decades, the store has given more than 
$500,000 back to the community through 
charitable donations. 

“I feel very strongly that the community 
deserves our support, as they have served 
us so well over the years,” Roan said. 

She hopes that both daughters, who 
have been part of the business at some 
point, will return to the store and con-
tinue her legacy. 

“My dream is that my children will 
take over and make it their own one day,” 
she said.  

Even as her store kept expanding, 
longtime shoppers missed the intimate 
setting Roan offered when selling items 
from her dining room. Thus the large 

The Menagerie 
1601 W. 38th, Ste. 7
453-4644
www.themenagerie.com
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Jewelry shopping 101
1.  Buy from a reputable and knowledgeable 
jeweler whom you trust and with whom you can 
build a relationship.

2.  Think of jewelry as a part of your personal 
statement. Build on that statement with each 
new piece.

3.  Just like your little black dress, when building 
a jewelry wardrobe, begin with the basics... 
diamond earrings, gold link bracelet and a 
gorgeous strand of pearls.

— The Menagerie owner Vickie Roan

table remains in her shop as a tribute to 
her early days. 

“I can honestly say I love this business, 
if not more so today than I did when I 
began,” Roan said. “To me, it’s about 
serving people and the relationships that 
run here.” 

Revolution MotorsTarrytown Dental
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

• Friendly caring environment
• Digital X-rays
•  Teeth whitening, veneers and 

bonding
• Crowns, bridges and implants
•  Dental care for adults and children
•  State-of-the-art equipment, materials 

and sterilization techniques

Free laser tooth cavity scan during exam

2630 Exposition Blvd. Suite G01 • Austin, Texas 78703
512.477.5100  • www.TarrytownDental.com • www.TheTexasDentist.com
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Business Profile    Kolache Shoppe

Kolache Shoppe
7113 Burnet Road, Ste. 112
458-5542
www.kolacheshoppe.com

Owner Robert Ahrens

by mary Tuma 
The Kolache Shoppe on Burnet Road is 

a testament to one local business owner’s 
tenacity to fulfill his passion. 

The bags of flour that line Robert 
Ahrens’ storage room symbolize more 
than just ingredients for his popular pas-
tries. They once served as a makeshift bed 
during financially turbulent times. 

“It wasn’t just that I had an idea and 
opened a business,” Ahrens said. “It was 
really a journey that I thought I would 
never experience.” 

It began in Houston when Ahrens was 
12 years old, and his family decided to 
purchase a foreclosed kolache store. For 
the next 10 years, Ahrens honed his love 
for cooking during summer days and 
weekends toiling in the kitchen.

In the late ’70s, Ahrens studied home 
building at Trinity University. He expected 
to enter the construction field upon gradua-
tion—but his plans changed when his father 
asked for help at his new shop in Austin. 

“Even though I absolutely adore what 
I do, I never imagined I would be in this 
business,” Ahrens said. 

He quickly took over management of 
the store on Anderson Lane and even 
cashed in his life savings to help the busi-
ness stay afloat. Sales were sluggish. Just 
four months later, Ahrens found himself 
out of money and facing eviction.

Given an ultimatum by his father either 
to turn things around or close up shop, 
Ahrens was determined to succeed.  

“I was too young and too stupid to 
accept failure at that point,” he said. “The 
smart move would probably have been to 
quit, but I wouldn’t let myself.” 

Ahrens spent the next six months living 
out of his shop and showering at a friend’s 
apartment nearby. 

“When I really wanted to treat myself 
I would get a room at the Roadrunner 
motel,” he said. “That was big time: There 
was a bed and everything.”

Eventually sales picked up, and the 
business became profitable. In 1982, 
Ahrens was able to purchase the shop 
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Kolache facts
Originally a Czech dish, kolaches are a type of •	
pastry usually filled with fruits or meats.

The Czech word “koláč” includes different types •	
of sweet pastries, such as cakes, pies and tarts.

Baking kolaches dates as far back as the 1700s in •	
eastern Europe.

Kolaches were introduced to the U.S. by Czech •	
immigrants to Texas.

The pastries traditionally had five fillings: •	
pineapple, apricot, prune, cottage cheese and 
poppy seed, according to www.ehow.com.

The city of West (about an hour’s drive north of •	
Austin) is known as the Czech heritage capital of 
Texas and is home of the official kolache of the 
Texas Legislature, according to www.west-tx.com.
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Bakery employee Annette Ruiz and Robert Ahrens

from his father and call it his own. 
Ahrens now trains people nationwide on 

management skills and how to bake with 
his commercial kolache mix, which is used 
by major food distributors such as Sysco. 

“I tell people, ‘Do what I say not what I 
have done,’” he said, laughing.

In the near future, Ahrens plans to 
move the shop to a more visible location.
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For Tickets:
Visit www.balletaustin.org or call 512.476.2163

Choreography by: Stephen Mills
Music by: Peter Ilyitch Tchaikovsky

DEC 5-23  |  THE LONG CENTER

The 47th Annual Production of

The Nutcracker
Austin’s holiday tradition

Musical Accompaniment by The Austin Symphony

With the world’s most recognizable music, Tchaikovsky takes
us to the land of the Sugar Plum Fairy. Come celebrate Texas’ 
longest running production of The Nutcracker.

Why Buy a Certi� edPreowned.com Vehicle?
•   Thoroughly Inspected and 

Detailed Vehicles
•    100,000 Mile Comprehensive 

Manufacturer Backed Warranties
• HUGE Selection
• Inventory Updated Nightly

• Multiple Photos
• Detailed Information
•  eBrochures with Detailed Information
• Online Payment Calculator
• Online Secure Credit Applications
• Find My Car Vehicle Search Tool

 *Not quite enough room below to list all our vehicles. Check out our massive inventory online today!

Certi� edPreowned.com      913-3960

$22,995 2009 Subaru Forester

ACURA    
2001 ACURA MDX 68347 miles $13,900 
AUDI    
1999 A6 2.8Q 62996 miles $9,995 
2005 CABRIOLET 1.8T 29231 miles $19,900 C
2007 A4 2.0T 32748 miles $24,900 C
2008 A3 2.0T HATCHBACK 27775 miles $27,775 C
2009 Q7 3.9 TDI 4189 miles $55,900 C
BMW    
2004 3-SERIES 48711 miles $15,995 
2007 BMW 3281 SDN 32163 miles $24,900 
2008 1-SERIES 19703 miles $26,995 
CADILLAC
2007 DTS V8 LUX 7957 miles $25,500 
CHEVROLET  
2002 TAHOE 98572 miles $9,995
2007 SUBURBAN LTZ 49043 miles $25,900 

2008 MALIBU LTZ 8644 miles $21,900
DODGE    
2006 CHARGER SXT 65370 miles $11,900
2008 RAM QUAD 4X4 7387 miles $23,900
FORD    
2003 RANGER SUPERCAB 91624 miles $7,899
2005 MUSTANG CPE.GT 58992 miles $15,900
2008 SUPER DUTY F250 24109 miles $30,995 
HONDA    
2003 ACCORD SDN 107623 miles $8,995 
HYUNDAI    
2005 ELANTRA GT 56500 miles $6,995
2007 SANTA FE LTD 27894 miles $15,900 
JAGUAR    
2006 X-TYPE AT SR 40760 miles $14,995 
JEEP    
2007 WRANGLER 36246 miles $19,995 

LEXUS   
2008 LEXUS IS 350 24435 miles $35,629 
MAZDA    
2007 RX-8 24520 miles $16,995 
MERCEDES-BENZ   
2002 ML 320 4WD 131174 miles $10,700
2006 M.BENZ CLK350 54260 miles $24,900 
NISSAN    
2006 MURANO S 33588 miles $18,995
2007 350Z 29394 miles $20,995
PORSCHE    
2004 CAYENNE 60261 miles $24,995 
2007 CAYMAN 15330 miles $41,995 C
2008 911 CARRERA 3605 miles $79,995 C
SAAB    
2005 9-7X AWD DVD 68342 miles $11,900
2006 9-3 48055 miles $14,695

SUBARU    
2003 LEGACY WAGON 65165 miles $9,995
2008 IMPREZA I 7965 miles $15,995  C
2009 LEGACY SP ED 7412 miles $21,995 C
2009 FORESTER 7925 miles $22,995 C
TOYOTA    
2004 COROLLA LE 68617 miles $9,800 
2007 CAMRY SE 53535 miles $15,899
2007 4RUNNER SPT ED 36912 miles $23,500 
VOLKSWAGEN   
2002 GTI 106025 miles $7,995
2007 JETTA WFBG 5SPD 44521 miles $13,900
VOLVO    
2005 S401 ASR 43590 miles $15,900 C
2007 S60 2.5T ASR 45739 miles $19,770 C
2007 XC90 3.2ASR7DVD 43167 miles $27,500 C
2009 V70 3.2 ASR 19272 miles $28,370 C

$27,775 2008 Audi A3 2.0T HATCHBACK $27,500 2007 XC90 3.2 ASR7DVD 
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Neighborhood Dining    Zen

The	bento	box	($7.95)

by Patrick brendel
Zen isn’t your typical fast-food restaurant. 

The Brodie Lane location’s red vinyl booths, 
softly streaming pop music and pair of flat-
panel TV screens hearken more to wings 
and burgers than sushi and teriyaki dishes. 
However, in lieu of ketchup, each table has a 
bottle of soy sauce. Zen’s refrigerated cases 
hold salads made with seaweed instead of 
lettuce. Rather than dipping battered and 
breaded meat into fryer vats, friendly black-
uniformed workers cut fresh fish and dress 
plates with slices of ginger.

The idea behind Zen is to offer nutritious 
and affordable food options to people on 
the go. Founder Adam Weisberg, an Ari-
zona State University graduate who later 
trained in restaurant management, arrived 
in Austin in 1997 with the intention of 
opening Zen.

“If you wanted fast and healthy food 
[back then], it was really ‘sandwich, sand-
wich, sandwich,’” he said. “We were bring-
ing in a new type of food to a community 
that really didn’t know what it was. That’s 
kind of fun and kind of scary—trying to 
educate people as to what Japanese fast 
food is.”

The first Zen opened on West Anderson 
Lane in 1999. It took a couple of years for 
the restaurant to gain traction, he said, but 
the idea really caught fire after seemingly 
incidental conversations between Weisberg 
and a few loyal customers who reported 
losing anywhere from 26 to 72 pounds by 
eating at Zen. The customers agreed to 
share their experiences as part of a small 
marketing campaign for the restaurant.

“They were pretty neat stories, and I 
think people started to realize that if they 
wanted to eat healthier and change some 
habits, we could be a very good alternative 
for them,” Weisberg said.

The second restaurant opened in 2002 on 
South Congress Avenue, injecting Zen into 
the middle of the Austin scene. In 2004, the 
location on the Drag debuted, followed by 
one on Brodie Lane in southwest Austin.

I visited Zen for a late lunch on a week-
day and ordered edamame ($1.99), miso 
soup ($1.99), seaweed salad ($1.49) and a 
bento box ($7.95). 

The cold seaweed salad (wakame 

seaweed, green onion and marinated 
cucumber) was surprisingly flavorful, with 
a sour bite followed by a hint of heat.

The bento box comprised four pieces 
of nigiri sushi—raw pieces of fish served 
individually on squeezed rice portions—
and a California roll. Each piece of nigiri 
was about two bites and had a bit of wasabi 
between the fish and the rice. The two pieces 
of salmon were obviously fresh and had a 
texture that was almost buttery. The two 
pieces of nigiri ahi tuna, also fresh, had a 
neutral taste that brought out the sweetness 
of the rice. The California roll was cut uni-
formly and packed tightly, so there was no 
fear of food falling out midway to mouth.

Do not overlook Zen’s selection of 
cooked entrées, like chicken teriyaki bowls 
($4.60 for small, $5.85 for large) and spicy 
shrimp bowls ($5.85 or $7.85). Right now, 
cooked entrées are sautéed in woks, but 
Weisberg said major changes are coming 
to Zen’s menu in the near future. The most 
noticeable addition will be that cooks will 
be able to prepare foods on the grill. Weis-
berg is especially excited about dishes with 
grilled salmon filets and grilled tofu.

In mid-October, Zen began testing a 
higher-quality tuna. One new dish, sticky 
saku tuna, is made with sticky rice, seared 
saku tuna, jicama, green apples, golden 
raisins, cranberries, candied pecans and a 
citrus vinaigrette.

“Japanese cuisine has a very clean taste 
and finish. We’re tying to use light ele-
ments that are still very healthy. That’s 
just one of the new items we’ll be offer-
ing,” Weisberg said.
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Zen
2900 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 250
451-4811 • www.eatzen.com
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Sun. 11:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

W. Anderson Ln.
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Physicians Health Choice is a Medicare approved HMO and a Part D sponsor.  Individuals 
are eligible to enroll in the plan if the individual is entitled to Medicare benefits under 
Part A and enrolled in Part B and reside in the service area of the plan. Benefits vary 
by plan and service area. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or co-
payment/coinsurance may change January 1, 2010. This is an advertisement, please 
contact Physicians Health Choice for additional benefits and details.

1 866 658-8369 PHCcares.com

1 800 290-9905 tty/tdd - Monday to Friday: 8aM - 5pM

M0044_4002 ADPROVIDER10 CMS092009

There was a time when health care 
coverage was the last thing on your mind.
We are physicians health choice, and We understand

Founded by physicians, we believe you deserve a health care plan 
that puts wellness and prevention first. That’s why our members 
receive more coverage than Original Medicare and a plan with lower,  
more predictable costs. With Physicians Health Choice, our 
comprehensive, high-quality provider network, lets you choose local  
doctors you know and trust. Isn’t it time you experienced the 
difference our dedication can make to your health?

Get the health care plan that really understands  
where you’re coming from.

Call Physicians Health Choice today at 1 866 658-8369 for a no 
obligation consultation, or log on to PHCcares.com to learn more.

David Gournic; Physicians Health Choice member.

David didn’t know which 
Medicare Advantage 
Plan was best suited for 
him when he was 31. 

He does now.
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Pleiades
Neighborhood Association (OWANA), 
telling members that the bank was consid-
ering two scenarios: finish the building out 
as close to originally planned as possible; 
or demolish the structure and in its place 
construct a different residential building, 
about 50 percent larger.

OWANA members ultimately decided 
to endorse the bank’s plan to complete the 
Pleiades, telling Hageman that the asso-
ciation would not agree to zoning changes 
required to build the bigger structure.

“We designed a real nice building. They 
didn’t like it. They did not support the 
variances to build the nicer building,” 
Hageman said.

Original plans for the Pleiades did not 
call for any zoning variances, so OWANA’s 
endorsement was not sought before con-
struction began. After the bank assumed 
ownership, it was determined that, in 
order to complete the Pleiades, a staircase 
needed to be relocated 6 feet closer to the 
back property line. That did require a vari-
ance, which OWANA members approved. 

On Oct. 12, the City of Austin’s Board 
of Adjustments green-lighted the resump-
tion of construction, swayed by OWANA’s 
consent and the reasoning that complet-
ing the condos is better than not complet-
ing them.

“One man’s trash is another man’s 

treasure. We’ll see if you can make a silk 
purse out of a pig’s ear,” board member 
Michael von Ohlen said.

The bank still has two additional options, 
Hageman said—to sell the property as is, 
or to raze the Pleiades and build a new 
structure that would not require zoning 
changes (and hence, OWANA’s approval).
“Blight upon the neighborhood”

Even before construction of the Pleia-
des condos halted two-thirds of the way 
through, neighbors had expressed skep-
ticism about the building’s large size and 
unusual design.

Now, scrap materials lie in heaps and 
bundles in what would have been an 
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The Pleiades development on Enfield Road in mid-October—graffiti, exposed wood, metal and concrete

The top image is a rendering by Venture Four Architects of the Pleiades building, including changes needed to 
complete the project. The bottom image is a rendering by Venture Four of the new building proposed by the bank 
and	rejected	by	neighbors.		The	new	building	would	also	have	22	units,	but	would	be	39.5	feet	tall	(2	feet	taller	than	
the	Pleiades),	222	feet	long	(21	feet	shorter)	and	have	23,400	sq.	ft.	of	living	space	(8,400	more	sq.	ft.).
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CONSERVATION PROGRAM

If you have a gas furnace, you can get up to $300 back* from Texas Gas Service for upgrading the insulation 
in your attic and having the ductwork sealed.

This rebate is offered in conjunction with Austin Energy’s Home Performance with EnErGy STAr® program.

GET MORE OuT Of YOuR Gas cOMpanY. 

For more money-saving rebates, visit
www.TexasGasService.com/Conservation
email Conservation@TxGas.com or call 370-8243

*Qualified customers within the Austin, Sunset Valley, rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and 
Cedar Park city limits with existing gas furnaces can earn this incentive.

Residential attic insulation rebate program

Transforming the
community for

over 15 years with
green, renewable,

cost-effective
medicine

Call today for your
appointment

Pro Clinic 467-0370
Central Intern 371-3738
West Gate Intern 693-4373
Round Rock Intern 324-4805

Academy of Oriental Medicine at AustinAOMA
In the Village Center • 2700 W. Anderson Ln. • www.aoma.edu
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Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine

ProClinic-CI_Layout 1  10/30/09  8:21 AM  Page 1

2010. The new year is ready for you.
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underground parking garage. Sun and rain 
soak into the overgrown grass and exposed 
wooden stairs. Graffiti sprawls across the 
corrugated metal and concrete walls.

Certainly, it stands in contrast to its sur-
roundings: the historic and wealthy neigh-
borhoods of Clarksville, Old West Austin 
and Old Enfield.

“I don’t disagree with [Wilson’s] state-
ment that it is a blight on the neighbor-
hood—in its unfinished condition,” Ben-
nett said.

“Everybody has an opinion about design, 
and whether something looks good or 
something doesn’t look good,” said Larry 
Halford, an architect and member of 
OWANA’s zoning committee.

“But the overriding theme that I heard 
was that people are tired of this thing, 
this eyesore, this incomplete project with 
weeds growing out and fence surrounding 
it,” he said.
An unusual situation

Banks do not usually act as condo devel-
opers, which is what First State Bank has 
found itself doing, Halford said. It is not 
typical for a developer to have to turn a 
project over to the bank in midconstruc-
tion, in a recession, when it is hard to find 
a buyer who is willing and able.

“The situation is unusual for a number of 
reasons—because of decisions made by the 
owner, then shortly thereafter we entered 
a period of very significant economic 
decline. That makes financing and capital 
formation very difficult for this kind of 

project,” said Boone Almanza, an attorney 
who focuses on real estate litigation.

Almanza is representing Pleiades 
builder QMET Building and architect 
Gordon Bohmfalk in a lawsuit against 
original developer Bolter Corp. QMET 
and Bohmfalk claim that Bolter owes 
them $500,000.

In 2005, movers relocated the exist-
ing homes from the property where the 
Pleiades now stands. QMET got the City 
of Austin’s approval to start building 
the development in 2006. In June 2007, 
Bolter shifted the development’s purpose 
from rental units to condos for sale, said 
Almanza, adding that the torrential sum-
mer rains in 2007 caused heavy construc-
tion delays.

“In August 2007, Bolter became inca-
pable of making payments on the invoices 
and then shut the project down in Sep-
tember,” he said, adding that QMET went 
out of business because it did not receive 
those payments.

The bank foreclosed on the property 
about a year later, in fall 2008. Almanza 
speculated that the property has sat dor-
mant for so long—not because the devel-
opment is undesirable, but because of the 
nationwide credit crunch.

“It’s hard to go out and get money to 
take on projects these days and has been 
now for the better part of a year-plus,” 
Almanza said.

The City of Austin’s Board of Adjustments hears 
requests	for	individual	variances	(exceptions)	to	zoning	
regulations, such as the minimum distances between 
structures and the edges of the property.

One of the major sources of power of neighborhood 
associations	is	their	ability	to	endorse	(or	object	to)	
property	owners’	requests	for	variances.

The board is composed of seven members appointed by 
the Austin City Council. The affirmative vote of six board 
members	is	required	to	grant	an	appeal	or	variance.	The	
board members serve two-year terms, beginning Aug. 1, 
and elect officers each year.

spotlight on 
the Board of Adjustments

What does “Pleiades” mean?

These renderings by Venture Four show the Pleiades 
and the proposed building from the west. Single-
bedroom units in the new building would have been 
840	sq.	ft.	(compared	to	500	sq.	ft.	in	the	Pleiades). Comment at more.impactnews.com/6070

Board of adjustments/ 
Sign Review Board

Leane Heldenfels•	  (Chair)
Clarke Hammond•	  (VC)
Heidi Goebel•	
Jeff Jack•	
bryan King•	

nora Salinas•	
michael von Ohlen•	
Cathy French•	  (SRB only)
melissa Whaley •	
Hawthorne (Alternate)

Pleiades	(PLEE-uh-deez) is the name of a cluster of stars 
about 100 million years old. Its conjunction with the sun in 
spring and opposition in fall marked the start and end of the 
summer sailing season in Greece. In myths, the Pleiades are 
a group of seven sisters, the daughters of Atlas and Pleione. 

For meetings agendas from the City of Austin’s 
boards and commissions, visit 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/agenda/boards_comms.htm.
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See Your CVS Pharmacist

Donated blood and 
saved two lives. 

Raided parent’s 
liquor cabinet.

Mooched off 
neighbor’s Wi-Fi.

yourself.
RedeemRedeem
Donate blood, save two lives and 
         make up for just about anything.

inyourhands.org
What Color Do You Bleed? Donate Nov. 21-25, receive a T-shirt  
and register to win UT v. A&M tickets.
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WWW.ATFCU.ORG 512.869.8998

*AnnUAl PeRCenTAGe RATe. All RATes ARe exPRessed “As lOW As”. ACTUAl RATe mAy vARy dePendinG On CRediT qUAliFiCATiOns. **AUsTin TelCO Will PAy All sTAndARd 
ClOsinG COsTs On HOme eqUiTy lOAns belOW $100k. AddiTiOnAl nOn-sTAndARd Fees Will be THe ResPOnsibiliTy OF THe membeR. ***RATe APPlies TO 1sT lien 
COmmeRCiAl ReAl esTATe lOAns WiTH A lOAn TO vAlUe OF 80% OR less; COnsTRUCTiOn/develOPmenT lOAn RATes/TeRms mAy be diFFeRenT. nO PRe-PAymenT PenAlTy. 
****AnnUAl PeRCenTAGe yield. PenAlTies FOR eARly WiTHdRAWAl mAy APPly. All APR’s, APy’s And TeRms ARe sUbjeCT TO CHAnGe WiTHOUT nOTiCe. PleAse CAll FOR 
deTAils. THis CRediT UniOn is FedeRAlly insURed TO AT leAsT $250,000 PeR membeR by THe nATiOnAl CRediT UniOn AdminisTRATiOn.

HOME EQUITY
LOANS

4.89%*
10 yeAR

Fixed

5.19%*
15 yeAR

Fixed

5.69%*
20 yeAR

Fixed
PLUS NO CLOSING COSTS**

FREE CHECKING   250+ FREE ATMs

REGULAR CERTIFICATE 
OF DEPOSIT

1.41%****6 mOnTHs

1.76%****12 mOnTHs

2.22%****24 mOnTHs

MIN. DEPOSIT OF $1000 REQ.

COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE LOANS

5.75%***
5 yeAR
Fixed

5.95%***
10 yeAR

Fixed

6.20%***
15 yeAR

Fixed
20 YR. AMOR./NO PRE-PMT. PENALTY

AUTO LOANS

3.69%*60 mOnTHs

3.89%*66 mOnTHs

4.29%*72 mOnTHs

NEW, USED OR REFINANCE

JUMBO CERTIFICATE OF 
DEPOSIT

1.51%****6 mOnTHs

1.86%****12 mOnTHs

2.37%****24 mOnTHs

MIN. DEPOSIT OF $95000 REQ.

MONEY MARKET 
ACCOUNTS

1.26%****
$25,000

TO $74,999

1.41%****
$75,000

TO $124,999

1.61%****
$125,000

And AbOve
MIN. DAILY BALANCE OF $2000 REQ.

15
metro

locations

HARDIPLANK • WINDOWS • ROOFS
Texas’ Largest Remodeler and Now 
Texas’ Only ColorPlus® Technology Partner

Simonton
Winner of the JD 

Power Award 2 
Years in a Row

We are a James Hardie VIP preferred remodeler.
Allied Siding & Windows is now an Austin Energy Power Saver ProgramTM 
participating company, helping customers assess and treat their homes for 
improved energy effi ciency, comfort and value.

Valid on new business contracted from 11/13/09 to 
12/03/09. Minimum requirements. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

LIMITED TIME OFFER
15% Off AND $500 Best Buy Gift Card

Call Today For A Free Estimate

512-6-Siding
www.alliedsidingandwindows.com

100% Financing Available

1Far West Blvd.A
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At the Capitol    redistricting

by Patrick brendel
The choices Texas residents make next 

spring and fall will influence government 
for a decade. When the 2010 U.S. Census 
results are released in 2011, state lawmak-
ers picked by voters in the next elections 
will have the obligation to redraw the 
borders of the districts they represent, 
through a process called redistricting.

“The shape of your government for 
the next 10 years will be defined by what 
happens in a process in which you are not 
included,” said Harvey Kronberg, editor of 
The Quorum Report, a publication on state 
politics. “Every two years, voters get to pick 
their elected officials. Every 10 years, public 
officials get to pick who votes for them.”
drawing maps

The political stakes involved in redistrict-
ing are tremendous. Changes to the shape 
of a district can unseat previously untouch-
able officials or provide job security to an 
incumbent for several election cycles.

“It’s hard to be a statesman when you 
don’t have a district to represent,” said syn-
dicated political columnist Dave McNeely. 

Even with detailed data on the loca-
tions and leanings of likely voters, partisan 
mapmakers are not guaranteed to achieve 
their desired results. For example, state 
Reps. Valinda Bolton, Donna Howard, 
Diana Maldonado and Mark Strama are all 
Democrats in districts drawn to be repre-
sented by Republicans, McNeely said.
2003 redistricting

Conflicts over maps breed rancor, pitting 
members against one another (regardless of 
party), or, as in 2003, causing Democratic 
representatives and senators to flee the 
state in attempts to avoid participating in a 
controversial, unprecedented mid-decade 
redistricting plan driven by Republicans.

That plan split Travis County’s Demo-
cratic congressional district into three pieces 
(represented by U.S. Reps. Lloyd Doggett, 
D-Austin; Michael McCaul, R-Austin; and 
Lamar Smith, R-San Antonio).

State legislatures are mandated to under-
take redistricting every 10 years, when the 
U.S. Census results are released. As the 
Texas redistricting in 2003 demonstrated, 

however, state legislators are not forbidden 
to redraw districts more than once a decade.
2010 census and elections

Next year’s census is expected to show 
great population gains in Texas, especially 
up and down the IH 35 corridor, in and 
around Houston and among Hispanics. The 
state is projected to receive an additional 
four U.S. congressional districts, bringing 
U.S. House representation up to 36 seats and 
giving Texas 38 presidential electoral votes.

McNeely thinks that could bring 
intense attention upon the state during 
future presidential campaigns, saying the 
Democratic Party is not likely to continue 
ceding Texas to the GOP without a fight.

Regarding state House districts, Central 
Texas is in a position to gain more seats at 
the expense of rural east and west Texas. 
McNeely said it is not possible to predict 
how those districts will look, but a likely 
scenario, if Republicans are in control, is an 
increase in suburban representation.

If the House and Senate cannot pass a 
redistricting plan, then authority passes on 
to the Legislative Redistricting Board, a five-
member body comprising the lieutenant 

governor, House speaker, attorney general, 
state comptroller and land commissioner. 
Republicans currently hold all five positions. 
That could change after the 2010 elections, 
due to jockeying over the U.S. Senate seat 
held by gubernatorial hopeful Kay Bailey 
Hutchison, and a possible Democratic take-
over of the House, where the GOP now has 
a slim majority of 76 to 74 members.

“Barring something unforeseen happen-
ing, I wouldn’t think the House and Senate 
are going to be able to agree, and I think 
the Legislative Redistricting Board is going 
to draw the districts,” McNeely said.

In 2001, the GOP-controlled LRB’s plan 
maximized Republican gains at the expense 

of Democratic incumbents, causing ill will 
that affects politics to date, Kronberg said.
voting Rights Act

Under the Voting Rights Act, all 
changes to district boundaries in Texas 
must be approved by a panel of three 
federal judges or by the Department of 
Justice. For the first time since the 1965 
VRA, the DOJ is being controlled dur-
ing redistricting by a Democratic White 
House administration, Kronberg said.

If state officials are unable to create an 
acceptable redistricting plan, then a fed-
eral court will draw the new maps.

Texas House Districts before and after 2001 redistricting
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Results from the Nov. 3 constitutional election

Proposition 1 Proposition 4 Proposition 7

Proposition 2 Proposition 5 Proposition 8 Proposition 10

Proposition 3 Proposition 6 Proposition 9 Proposition 11

Source: Texas Secretary of State

Source: Legislative Redistricting Board

Extended version of this story at more.impactnews.com/6065
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St. David’s
Medical Center
at the heart of it all.
A leading facility for cardiac care—and beyond. Not only does 
St. David’s Medical Center have special expertise in heart and vascular services, 
and national recognition for clinical outcomes, we’re a comprehensive hospital 
supported by hundreds of subspecialists. From cardiothoracic surgery to cardiac 
catheterization, electrophysiology and more, our experienced team of cardiac 
specialists is ready to handle any situation. And if more than your heart needs 
care, you’re still in the right place—one that’s been treating the people of 
Austin since 1924.

Learn more about our innovative and continuously growing 
cardiac services at stdavids.com

919 E. 32nd Street  •  Austin, TX  78705  •  (512) 476-7111
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Learn more about our innovative and continuously growing 
cardiac services at 
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And so is this.

You might not immediately recognize some of  the most 
innocent faces as hungry. The fact is that 1 in 3 people 
nourished by our Capital Area Food Bank is a child. 
And the need for food assistance among our neighbors 
has increased more than 60% in the past year. Hunger is  
unacceptable. Especially in our own backyard. But we can 
solve hunger. With your help.

Advocate. Donate. Volunteer. hungerisUNacceptable.com

Yes,  
this is the face of hunger in Central Texas.

HungerAd-scaled.indd   1 10/6/09   2:31:18 PM

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS!

with 50 sq. ft. or 
more installed

American Made, 
Stainless, Dayton
10” deep, equal-

bowl sink.

dAmerican Made, 
nStainless, Dayton

512-864-2750

Work featured in: Real World Austin, 
Extreme Home Makeover, Parade of 
Homes & Womens Symphony Homes

9850 Hwy. 29W • Georgetown • www.topsolutionsinc.com

RGGR

Now Serving 
Central Texas!

Community Profile    Dana Wheeler-nicholson, “Friday night Lights” Interview by Kelsey Wilkinson 

What made you decide to live in Austin?
Well for one, I moved down for a 

relationship. He got a job at the univer-
sity, and I traveled for a year at first. After 
that I fell in love with Austin and with 
him. I had lived in Los Angeles and New 
York my whole life and I thought, I can 
see myself making that sort of change. 
Honestly, if it had been in another city, it 
wouldn’t have been the same move, lock, 
stock and barrel. I fell in love with the life-
style and the vibe. Everything I’ve always 
heard about Austin is more than true; it’s 
definitely an appealing destination.

How does filming in Austin compare 
with filming in L.A.?  

Most of my experience is  
“Friday Night Lights,” and I have to say, 
having worked in New York and L.A., this 
has been one of the best crews I have ever 
worked with, ever. Austin has a first-class, 
first-rate crew. Some of the people are 
pulled in from L.A., but it’s really a mix. 
Every department is solid. It’s unbeliev-
able that there isn’t a weak link that I have 
experienced on that show, and I think a lot 
of them live here and try to stay based here.

What are some of your favorite 
locations to shoot in Austin?

Because I’m sort of new here, I love it 
when we go outside of town. The house 
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Actress Dana Wheeler-Nicholson 
lives in Austin and plays the role of 
struggling mother Angela Collette on 
locally filmed, critically acclaimed high 
school drama “Friday Night Lights.” 
The fourth season premiered Oct. 28 
on DirectTV’s The 101 and will air on 
NBC next year.

Where you have seen her:
In the movie “Fast Food Nation,” she 
played the role of Debi Anderson. She 
played Chevy Chase’s love interest in 
the 1985 movie, “Fletch.” She has had 
guest appearances on some of TV’s 
biggest shows, including “Sex and the 
City,” “Seinfeld,” “NYPD Blue,” “Law 
and Order” and “Boston Public.”

that we shoot in, the Collette house, is 20 
minutes east. I love getting to see outside 
of the city. It’s so beautiful, and it feels like 
it could be any town in America, but it also 
feels so Texan, too. It’s really evocative and 
a pretty landscape. I love it. And shooting 
in town is a breeze, too. It’s very fun and 
easy, and it’s a pleasure.

You are involved with an event that 
raises money for the Austin film 
Society’s Young filmmakers Program. 
Why is this project important to you?

One of the things that I love so much 
about the Austin film scene is that there 
is so much attention to young filmmak-
ers and nurturing them and trying to fund 
them. The dedication of people like Barbara 
Morgan is that they spend large parts of 
their lives trying to feature up-and-coming 
filmmakers as well as people who have 
already established a career. I believe in 
it, and I think that is where the next new, 
fresh thing is coming from. It’s one thing 
to celebrate people who’ve had success, but 
it’s really the up-and-coming ones who 
we need to pay attention to. This town 
is hyper-vigilant about that, and I really 
appreciate it and support it.

What advice do you have for aspiring 
actors?

The first thing I say is if there is anything 
For an extended version of this interview, visit  
more.impactnews.com/5986

else you can do besides this, then do it. It’s 
a hard life, and there is little return on it. 
But if it’s absolutely something you cannot 
live without, then you should go get school-
ing and spend time and energy on sets and 
taking jobs where you can. Do it and jump 
in as early and hard as you can. It’s the 
beginning that teaches us all how to do it.

What is surprising about “friday 
Night Lights”?

 I think one of the things that’s 
interesting is the casting. A lot of the 
actors are actually from small towns and 
Midwest places. Not everyone, but it’s an 
interesting factor. 

And the way it is shot is very unusual 
and ground breaking. The way the actors 
and the camera tell the story, you don’t 
block anything; they just kind of follow 
you around and that’s interesting for net-
work television.     

A lot of the cast is very close to each 
other, and several of the actors have moved 
here and bought places here. Lots of the 
kids are also working on other things 
between seasons, so it keeps them away 
from here more than they would actually 
like, but mostly people are very eager to 
be here. Everyone in this cast that I know 
closely has fallen in love with Austin.
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Nonprofits

 1house at a time  is dedicated to financial empow-
erment for low-income families, community build-
ing and renewable energy education and advocacy. 
It creates pathways to self-sufficiency for strug-
gling homeowners and informs the public about 
the benefits, both financial and environmental, of 
renewable energy, energy efficiency and conserva-
tion. Volunteers weatherize and improve the energy 
efficiency of homes by installing various products.
6404 Wilbur Drive, austin 78757
577-9296 • www.1houseatatime.org

 Alzheimer’s Association - Capital of Texas Chapter  
seeks to eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the 
advancement of research and to enhance care and 
support for individuals, their families and caregiv-
ers. Volunteer opportunities vary.
3429 executive Center Drive, ste. 100, austin 78731  
241-0420 • www.alz.org/texascapital

 American Cancer Society  hopes to reduce the 
cancer mortality rate and cancer incidents through 
early detection, prevention and advocacy. Volunteer 
opportunities include the Road to Recovery and 
Reach to Recovery programs, assisting at health 
fairs, fundraising, office duties and Relay for Life.
2433 ridgepoint Drive, ste. B, austin 78754
919-1800 • www.cancer.org

 American Red Cross of Central Texas  ensures 
disaster planning, preparedness, community disas-
ter education, mitigation and response, as well as 
assisting military members and their families in 
times of crisis. Red Cross volunteers perform a vari-
ety of services including assisting in disaster relief, 
casework processing and staffing shelters.
2218 pershing Drive, austin 78723 
928-4271 • www.centex.redcross.org

 Angel food Ministries  is a nonprofit, nonde-
nominational organization dedicated to providing 
grocery relief and financial support to communities 
throughout the United States. Volunteers help with 
distribution and unloading of donated goods.
northwest Hills United Methodist Church 
7050 Village Center Drive, austin 78731
554-6246 • www.nwfeedingtheflock.com

 Any Baby Can  provides education, therapy and 
family support to needy families. Volunteers offer 
homework help, literacy training and childcare.
1121 e. seventh st., austin 78702
454-3743 • www.abcaus.org

 Assistance League of Austin  is an organization of 
volunteers dedicated to addressing specific needs 
through practical and innovative programs. 
4901 Burnet road, austin 78756
458-3716 • www.alaustin.org

 Austin Child Guidance Center  works to improve 
the mental health of children through treatment 
and emotional skills training. Volunteers play with 
and evaluate children waiting for appointments.
810 W. 45th St., Austin 78751 • 451-2242 
www.austinchildguidance.org

 Austin Children’s Shelter  provides care and shel-
ter to abused and neglected children. Volunteers 
help by offering supervision, tutoring and positive 
interaction or by working in the office or kitchen.
4800 Manor Road, Austin 78723 • 499-0090  
www.austinchildrenshelter.org

 Austin dog Alliance  is a rescue organization 
offering community education programs and pet 
therapy training. Volunteers participate in youth 
activities, event coordinating, administrative tasks, 
fostering dogs and marketing.
12129 RR 620, Ste. 401, Austin 78750 • 219-8793 
www.austindogalliance.org

 Austin Groups for the elderly - elderhaven Austin 
provides care for seniors with special needs. Volun-
teers help with entertainment, yard work, clerical 
duties and more.
3710 Cedar st., austin 78705
451-4661 • www.ageofaustin.org

 Austin Habitat for Humanity  teams build quality 
houses for impoverished families. Volunteers assist 
in construction or do clerical tasks.
55 n. iH 35, ste. 240, austin 78702
472-8788 • www.austinhabitat.org

 Austin Humane Society  is the city’s largest 
no-kill, nonprofit pet adoption center dedicated 
to saving Austin’s homeless cats and dogs and 
educating our community about responsible pet 
ownership and reducing pet overpopulation. Vol-
unteers help with dog walking, the Cat Adoption 
Team, the foster care program and more.
124 W. anderson Lane, austin 78752
646-7387 • www.austinhumanesociety.org

 Austin Museum of Art  is dedicated to developing 
and educating a broad audience for the visual arts 
in Austin, focusing primarily on 20th-century and 
contemporary art. Volunteers help with visitor  
relations, education, exhibitions and the art school.
Downtown, 823 Congress ave., austin 78701  
495-9224 • www.amoa.org
Laguna Gloria, 3809 W. 35th st., austin 78703  
458-8191 • www.amoa.org

 Austin Parks foundation  connects people to 
resources and partners to develop and improve parks.
816 Congress ave., ste. 1680, austin 78701 
477-1566 • www.austinparks.org

 Austin Partners in education  provides college 
and career readiness for AISD students. Volunteers 
provide tutoring and lead study groups for students.
1601 rio Grande st., ste. 300a, austin 78701
637-0900 • www.austinpartners.org

 Austin Pregnancy Resource Center  helps 
women with unplanned pregnancies sort through 
and decide their options while giving accurate and 
factual information in a confidential and welcom-
ing environment. It offers free tests, sonograms 
and classes. Volunteer opportunities are listed on 
the website.
2717 Rio Grande St., Austin 78705 • 476-7774 
www.austinprc.org

 Austin Public Library  volunteers shelve books, 
perform clerical duties and read to children during 
Storytime Connection. 
800 Guadalupe st., austin 78701
974-7443 • www.ci.austin.tx.us/library

 Austin Public Library friends foundation  sup-
ports the Austin Public Library by increasing public 
awareness of the library and its importance to the 
community, and by raising funds to enhance library 
collections, programs and services. Volunteer 
opportunities include the Library Ambassador Pro-
gram and assisting with special events, newsletter 
production and office correspondence.
p.o. Box 13201, austin 78711
542-0076 • info@austinlibrary.org

 Austin State School - volunteer Services Council  
is dedicated to enhance the quality of life for 
individuals with mental retardation. Volunteers 
befriend residents and assist with classes and 
special events.
2203 W. 35th st., austin 78703
374-6048 • www.aussvsc.org

 Austin Time exchange Network (ATeN)  enables 
individuals to exchange services with one another 
by sharing skills within a network of people in 
Greater Austin. ATEN’s goal is to serve as a bridge 

between people from different economic, social and 
ethnic backgrounds by providing the opportunity 
for interaction through the exchanging of services.
p.o. Box 301033, austin 78703
636-7241 • www.austintimeexchange.org

 Austin Yellow Bike Project (YBP)  is a community-
supported, all-volunteer, nonprofit organization 
dedicated to providing human-powered transpor-
tation for the people of Austin, running a commu-
nity bike shop and educating children and adults.
1720 e. 12th st., austin 78702
411 Monroe st., austin 78704
1200 Webberville road, austin 78721 (opens Jan.) 
457-9880 • www.austinyellowbike.org

 Ballet Austin  is a company wholly committed to 
bringing the art of dance to thousands, including 
those who might not otherwise have the opportu-
nity. Volunteers help with special events, the front 
desk, education, ushering and will call in the box 
office.
501 W. third st., austin 78701
476-9151 ext. 178 • www.balletaustin.org

 Blue Santa  brings some Christmas cheer to 
families that might not otherwise have gifts and 
food. The organization was started by the Austin 
Police Department in 1972 and includes the Texas 
National Guard, the Austin Fire Department, Austin 
Parks and Recreation, and Austin Energy.
4101 s. industrial Drive, ste. 260, austin 78744 
220-2583 • www.bluesanta.org

 Boys & Girls Clubs of the Austin Area  offers 
programs and services to promote and enhance the 
development of boys and girls by instilling a sense 
of competence, usefulness, belonging and influence.
ann richards Girls Club
2206 Prather Lane, Austin 78704 • 983-8604
Burnet Middle school
8401 Hathaway Drive, Austin 78757 • 771-4063
south austin Unit
303 Johanna, Austin 78704 • 444-6369
www.bgcaustin.org

 Breast Cancer Resource Centers of Texas - Austin  
is a grass roots, nonprofit organization created by 
breast cancer survivors. The center exists to serve 
women with breast cancer, their families and sup-
port systems, women who have questions about 
screening and biopsy and others in the community 
who are concerned about breast cancer issues.
park st. David
900 E. 30th St., Ste. 108, Austin 78705 • 544-0900
Brackenridge
601 E. 15th St., Austin 78701 • 324-7992
north austin
12221 Mopac, austin 78758
www.bcrc.org

 Brown Santa  is a community service organization 
of the Travis County Sheriff’s Office and the other 
organizations and volunteers that staff it. The goal 
is to provide assistance to families in need in the 
unincorporated areas of Travis County.
15400 Long Vista Drive, ste. 101, austin 78728 
247-2682 • www.brownsanta.org

 Cancer Connection , formerly CanCare Austin, is a 
growing network of cancer survivors and their fam-
ily members offering hope and companionship for 
individuals and families affected by cancer. Volun-
teers visit cancer patients and their family members 
at hospitals and oncology centers. They provide 
refreshments, information and emotional support.
3710 Cedar st., ste. 213, austin 78705
342-0233 • www.thecancerconnection.org

Comment at more.impactnews.com/6071

Bank CEO David Davenport said. 
The figures even surpass the response to 

devastation from recent hurricanes. 
“We have a disaster of a different kind 

now,” he said. 
While corporate funding dips, Davenport 

is grateful for the surge in private donors. 
“People just recognize that their neigh-

bor may be in the hunger line and under-
stand they should help,” he said. 
Long-term projects take hits 

In October, the Austin Children’s Shel-
ter opened its new location, a 130-acre 
campus to house 78 children. After two 
years of planning and construction, staff-
ing shortages have left the large facility 
operating at less than half of its capacity.

A 42 percent drop in shelter fundraising 
in 2009 caused budget cuts and staff layoffs.

“We’ve opened an incredible new facil-
ity, but are now struggling to get the funds 
to expand as quickly as we hoped,” Execu-
tive Director Gena VanOsselaer said.
Lighting the way 

To help navigate the murky financial 
waters, a growing number of agencies are 
soliciting advice from Greenlights, which 
provides training and services to nonprofits. 

“Nonprofits are trying to work more closely 
together to leverage each other’s resources 
and share services,” Executive Director Matt 
Kouri said. “There has also been an uptick in 
organizations pursuing mergers.”

Austin is home to more nonprofits per 
capita than any other city in the South-
west, meaning heightened competition for 
limited funds during economic instability, 
Kouri said. He encourages groups to focus 
on efficient management practices. 

“People are really craving education to 
do more with less,” he said.
Keep Austin giving 

Studies consistently demonstrate Austini-
tes’ willingness to volunteer their time for 
charity. However, Austin has fared poorly 
in philanthropic giving compared to peers, 
ranking 48th out of 50 U.S. cities in a May 
2003 Chronicle of Philanthropy survey. 

The results inspired Patsy Woods Martin 
to found nonprofit I Live Here, I Give Here.

“It was a wake up call for this commu-
nity,” she said.

The mission of Martin’s organization 
is to raise awareness of the needs of local 
nonprofits and encourage a culture of phi-
lanthropy—in addition to volunteerism—
in Central Texas. Martin said residents 
are changing their behavior in response to 
current economic realities.

 The shift is highlighted by a report 
released in October by the University of 
Texas RGK Center for Philanthropy and 
Community Service, revealing that 73 per-
cent of Central Texans have become more 
involved in giving in the last two years.

  “There will not be an immediate resolve. 
It’s going to take time, but I think people 
are stepping up,” Martin said.

GuideVolunteer
WAYS to Get inVolVed And GiVe bAck to Your communitY

Compiled by Samantha bryant and staff
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 Capital Area food Bank  works to end hunger in 
the Austin area. Volunteers ensure donated food is 
suitable for distribution.
8201 s. Congress ave., austin 78745
282-2111 • www.austinfoodbank.org

 Caritas of Austin  seeks to establish a continuum 
of services for impoverished people to link them 
with the tools they need to obtain self-sufficiency. 
Direct service volunteers work to provide life skills 
training to clients. Indirect service volunteers help 
with special events, clerical duties and food drives.
611 neches st., austin 78701
479-4610 • www.caritasofaustin.org

 CASA of Travis County inc.  recruits, screens, 
trains and supervises volunteers to provide 
“guardian ad litem” representation for abused and 
neglected children to help them reach a safe and 
permanent home.
6330 e. Hwy. 290, ste. 350, austin 78723 
459-2272 • www.casatravis.org

 Catholic Charities of Central Texas  volunteers 
work in a wide variety of programs that serve the 
needs of at-risk communities. Volunteers work in 
several capacities, including the food pantry and 
mentoring programs.
1817 e. sixth st., austin 78702
651-6100 • www.ccctx.org

 Center for Child Protection  advocates for victims 
of abuse or witnesses to violent crimes. Volunteers 
help with direct care for children and perform sup-
port tasks.
8509 fM 969, Bldg. 2, austin 78724
472-1164 • www.centerforchildprotection.org

 Central Texas Trail Tamers  is a group of ready vol-
unteers that donates labor to lessen the burdens of 
government for projects that enhance public use 
and protection of environmentally sensitive parks 
and preserves.
p.o. Box 12045, Capitol station, austin 78711 
464-1205 • www.trailtamers.org

 dell Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas  
is the only dedicated pediatric hospital in Central 
Texas. Volunteers provide assistance to patients, 
families and staff and take part in fundraising and 
community outreach.
4900 Mueller Blvd., austin 78723
324-0161• www.dellchildrens.net

 easter Seals Central Texas , originally chartered 
as the Texas Society for Crippled Children, has been 
providing services to children and adults with dis-
abilities and their caregivers since 1937. Volunteers 
help with special events, clerical duties, camp and 
the gala committee.
1611 Headway Circle, Bldg. 2, austin 78754 
478-2581 • www.centraltx.easterseals.com

 faith in Action Caregivers  assists older adults 
in maintaining quality of life and independence. 
Volunteers provide transportation, home repairs and 
companionship to the elderly.
north Central austin
6800 Woodrow ave., austin 78757
453-2273 • nccaregivers@gmail.com
south austin
205 E. Monroe St., Austin 78704 • 445-5552
www.fiacaregivers.org

 foundation Communities  is a nonprofit organi-
zation providing service-enriched, quality housing 
to families and individuals with low incomes. Vol-
unteers are financial coaches who assist clients in 
creating concrete short-term and long-term finan-
cial goals and provide them with the support and 
knowledge to reach the established goals. People 
can also volunteer to work in the Community Tax 
Center by providing tax preparation services.
3036 s. first st., ste. 200, austin 78704
447-2026 • www.foundcom.org 

 Girlstart  volunteers work to encourage girls to 
pursue interests in math, science and technology 
through after-school programs and mentorship. 
1400 W. anderson Lane, austin 78757
916-4775 • www.girlstart.org

 Hands on Central Texas , a program of United 
Way Capital Area, strengthens communities though 
meaningful volunteer action. The organization pro-
vides more than 400 volunteer opportunities and 
projects including Days of Service and Volunteer 
Leadership.
2000 e. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., austin 78702 
472-6267 • www.handsoncentraltexas.org

 Heart House Austin - Trails at vintage Creek  is 
a free after-school program dedicated to providing 
a safe haven and academic support to low-income 
children and encouraging them to become good 
citizens. Volunteers work with children, serve on a 
committee or assist the Heart House staff.
7224 northeast Drive, austin 78723 
929-8187 • www.hearthouse.org

 Helping Hand Home for Children  provides 
therapeutic foster care for abused and neglected 
children. Volunteers read to children or help with 
homework.
3804 avenue B, austin 78751
459-3353 • www.helpinghandhome.org

 Keep Austin Beautiful  works to beautify and 
enhance the living environment of the community. 
Volunteers work on service projects, including 
creek and road cleanups.
55 n. iH 35, ste. 215, austin 78702
391-0617 • www.keepaustinbeautiful.org

 Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center  was 
founded by Lady Bird Johnson and Helen Hayes 
in 1982 to protect and preserve North America’s 
native plants and natural landscapes. The Wild-
flower Center offers volunteer opportunities in the 
garden, festivals, educational programs and the 
gift store.
4801 La Crosse ave., austin 78739
232-0102   www.wildflower.org

 LifeWorks  helps individuals, youth and families by 
providing support, safety, shelter and counseling 
for individual and family success. Volunteers are 
needed for Project Holiday Help and more.
3700 s. first st., austin 78704
735-2475 • www.lifeworksaustin.org

 LifeWorks - Literacy Program  provides instruc-
tion for basic literacy and English as a Second 
Language (ESL) to adults, ages 17 and older, who 
read below the fifth-grade level.
2222 rosewood ave., austin 78702
478-7323 • www.lifeworksaustin.org

 LiveSTRONG: Lance Armstrong foundation  was 
founded in 1997 by cancer survivor and champion 
cyclist Lance Armstrong. LIVESTRONG provides 
practical information and tools people with cancer 
need to live life on their own terms and unites 
people to fight cancer. LIVESTRONG offers both 
volunteer and internship opportunities.
2201 e. sixth st., austin 78702
279-8383 • www.livestrong.org

 Make a Wish foundation  grants the wishes of 
children with life-threatening medical conditions. 
Volunteers assist in wish granting, fundraising and 
event planning.
Central and south texas 
2224 Walsh tarlton Lane, ste. 200, austin 78746 
329-9474 • www.cstx.wish.org

 Meals on Wheels - Greater Austin Area  makes 
and delivers nutritious meals to housebound mem-
bers of the community. Volunteers deliver meals by 
bike or car.
3227 e. fifth st., austin 78702
476-6325 • www.mealsonwheelsandmore.org

 Mobile Loaves & fishes  is a social outreach min-
istry for the homeless and indigent working poor. 
Its mission is to provide food, clothing and dignity 
to those in need. It accomplishes this mission by 
delivering food every night of the week.
Downtown alliance of Churches
1201 Lavaca St., Austin 78701 • 217-8188
st. Louis
7601 Burnet Road, Austin 78757 • 454-0384
www.mlfnow.org

 Out Youth  promotes the well-being and identity 
affirmation of GLBT youth. Volunteers provide 
mentoring and participate in activities.
909 e. 49 1/2 st., austin 78751
419-1233 • www.outyouth.org

 P.A.W.S. of Austin  prevents cruelty to animals by 
promoting humane standards through education 
and example, to provide care and shelter for home-
less animals, aid in the reduction of domestic animal 
overpopulation and aid in the enforcement of laws, 
including investigating animal cruelty and abuse.
7202 south Brook, austin 78736
288-9856 • www.pawsofaustin.org

 Planned Parenthood of the Texas Capital Region  
is dedicated to helping people make informed, 
private decisions in matters of sexuality, reproduc-
tion and parenthood. Volunteers perform outreach 
in the community by attending community events. 
201 e. Ben White Blvd., Bldg. B, austin 78704
275-0171 • www.ppaustin.org

 Ronald Mcdonald House of Austin  provides 
housing and support for families of critically ill 
children. Volunteers prepare meals and perform 
administrative duties.
1315 Barbara Jordan Blvd., austin 78723
472-9844 • www.rmhc-austin.org

 Royal family Kids Camp  services abused and 
neglected children ages 7 through 11 years old.
2700 northland Drive, austin 78756
930-1886 • www.austin.rfkc.org

 Royal Neighbors of America  was founded 
by women in 1895 and is a nonprofit insurance 
organization dedicated to supporting members by 
providing value-added benefits and opportunities 
for its members to give back to the community. 
Volunteers participate in a variety of projects 
within the community.
5910 Courtyard Drive, ste. 150, austin 78731 
418-3303 • www.royalneighbors.org

 Susan G. Komen for the Cure - Austin Affiliate  
provides support, outreach and research in the fight 
against breast caner. Volunteers are needed to help 
with Race for the Cure, special events, public policy, 
public relations, community outreach and more.
3508 s. Lamar Blvd., ste. 300, austin 78704 
473-0900 • www.komenaustin.org

 Sustainable food Center  is in charge of the Austin 
Farmer’s Market and creates opportunities for individ-
uals to make healthy food choices and to participate 
in a vibrant local food system. Volunteer opportuni-
ties include clerical duties, school garden mentors, 
chef demos, childcare, working in the information 
booth at the Austin Farmer’s Market and more.
1106 Clayton Lane, ste. 480W, austin 78723 
236-0074 ext. 114 • www.sustainablefoodcenter.org

 Texas Youth Commission  volunteers serve as 
mentors, tutors and advocates to youthful offend-
ers and help them develop living and academic 
skills and a positive self-esteem.
P.O. Box 4260, Austin 78751 • 424-6090
tammy.vega@tyc.state.tx.us • www.tyc.state.tx.us

 The Arc of the Capital Area  provides individual-
ized services to people with intellectual and mental 
developmental disabilities. Volunteers befriend 
these people and become someone they can count 
on and share their lives with.
2818 san Gabriel, austin 78705
476-7044 • www.arcofthecapitalarea.org

 The Care Communities  organizes volunteer 
teams to provide services, such as transportation, 
meal preparation and socializing, to individuals 
living with cancer or AIDS.
4315 Guadalupe st., ste. 303, austin 78751 
459-5883 • www.thecarecommunities.org

 The Salvation Army  volunteers work in a wide 
variety of programs that assist the needy, including 
social services, character building activities and 
collecting donations.
501 e. eighth st., austin 78767
476-1111 • www.salvationarmyaustin.org

 The Wright House Wellness Center  gives care 
and compassion to Central Texans living with or 
at risk of chronic illness by providing resources for 
support, education and empowerment. They offer 
holistic services.
8101 Cameron road, ste. 105, austin 78754 
236-8901 • www.thewrighthouse.org

 Town Lake Animal Shelter  takes in more than 
23,000 animals each year. Volunteers help care for 
shelter animals and assist with adoption.
1156 W. Cesar Chavez St., Austin 78703 • 972-4738 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/health/animal_services.htm

 United Way Capital Area  addresses critical social 
issues by bringing people and resources together 
to create opportunities for individuals, families and 
neighborhoods to prosper.
2000 e. MLK Jr. Blvd., austin 78702
472-6267  • www.unitedwaycapitalarea.org

 YMCA of Austin - Town Lake Branch  puts Chris-
tian principles into practice through programs that 
build a healthy spirit, mind and body for all. The 
purpose of the YMCA of Austin is to enhance the 
lives of people in the Austin community by provid-
ing quality programs, activities and facilities that 
develop and maintain opportunities.
1100 W. Cesar Chavez, Austin 78703
542-9622  • www.austinymca.org

November
14 | a season of Celebration
Twenty-fifth anniversary gala for Austin Children’s Shelter; 
silent auction, dinner and music
Four	Seasons	Hotel	Austin,	98	San	Jacinto	Blvd.
$600	per	ticket	•	www.acsgala.com

City Wide Hold Up
Twelfth annual fundraiser by the Texas Wranglers to benefit 
Easter Seals Central Texas; hundreds of volunteers on street 
corners “hold up” passing motorists for change
www.centraltx.easterseals.com

22 | 13th annual austin Empty Bowl Project
Chance to purchase hand-crafted bowls and eat gourmet 
soups and bread; benefits hungry Central Texans
11	a.m.-3	p.m.	•	$15	per	bowl
6-9	p.m.	“Preview	Party”	•	$100	per	ticket
Mexican American Cultural Center, 600 River St.
www.austinemptybowl.org

26 | Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving day
Nineteenth annual event by ThunderCloud Subs to benefit 
Caritas	of	Austin;	expected	to	draw	more	than	13,000	
participants	and	supporters;	1-mile	and	5-mile	races
Waterloo	Park,	403	E.	15th	St.	•	9:30	a.m.	•	646-1268	
www.caritasofaustin.org/news_events/tcturkeytrot09.php

december
4 | Mcdonald’s lights of love 5K
Run/walk	to	benefit	Ronald	McDonald	House	Charities;	
photos with Santa Claus and Ronald McDonald
Mueller Hangar, Mueller Development
5	p.m.	•	472-9844	•	www.rmhc-austin.org

6 | Brown santa 5K and Kids K
Run/walk	sponsored	by	the	Travis	County	Wellness	Com-
mittee and Austin Runners Club; benefits the Travis County 
Sheriff’s Office Brown Santa program
Travis	County	Exposition	Center,	7311	Decker	Lane
8:15	a.m.	•	854-9584	•	www.tcsheriff.org/brownsanta5k.html

This guide is not a comprehensive  
list of all area organizations that  
need volunteers. If your  
organization is not included,  
please e-mail us at  
listings@impactnews.com  
and we will add it to our  
online list.

for more Central Texas  
volunteer opportunities, visit  
www.impactnews.com/volunteerguide
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6800 Burnet Road, ste. 4

512-323-0991

Monday - Friday 10am-6pm
Saturday 10am-4pm

Expires 12/31/09. 
Must present coupon.

Come join us December 10th from 6-8pm 
for this special holiday event!

Champagne and hors d’oeuvres will be provided
Guests will be entered into a drawing for a FREE ROLEX

We Buy Gold
See us for in-house repair and 
restoration of your precious items

Rolex • Gucci • Mido • and many more brands!

www.austinwatchandjewelry.com 
Check out our new website!

BUY
SELL
TRADE

We BUY and SELL ALL 
videogames from Atari to Xbox

Come see WHY we were voted
 #1 Video Game Store - 2009 

Voted by the readers of the Austin Chronicle

North Austin • 512-454-GAME (4263)  
Hwy 183 @ Lamar

South Austin • 512-891-OVER (6837) 
Hwy 290 @ Brodie

Round Rock • 512-246-OVER (6837)
I-35 @ Hwy 620

BUY 1 GAME, 
GET 1 FREE  

with this coupon

www.gameovervideogames.com

THE TRIANGLE
512-906-2200

4700 W. Guadalupe Ste. 11

$5 

O
FF $10 

a $75 or more
Purchase

Expires 12/4/09. Not valid with 
other offers, specials or creativity 
club cards.

Expires 12/4/09. Not valid with 
other offers, specials or creativity 
club cards.

OPEN ON BLACK FRIDAY

a $25 or more
Purchase

Pottery Painting
Mosaics

Gift Certifi cates
Parties

Gifts
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WESTGATE
512-892-3200

4477 S. Lamar Blvd. Ste. 560

O
FF

Cafe Monet
Paint Your Own Pottery and Mosaic Studio

4211 S. Lamar Blvd. Ste. A-19
Austin, TX 78704

512-326-9460
www.austingiftcompany.com

AUSTIN
EVENT
CALENDAR

Holiday SavingsHoliday Savings
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Community Profile    Superintendent, Austin Independent School District Interview by melissa mixon 

Why did you decide to go into 
education? 

My real decision to go into 
education happened when I 
was working as a reporter in 
Caracas, Venezuela. I was sent 
there to document the work of 
the Fathers of St. Edmond, of 
the Catholic ministries. They 
were doing a lot of work in 
Venezuela and, in studying that, 
I joined the nuns in my off-time 
to teach in the shantytowns of 
Caracas. I remember [a young 
woman]. She was brilliant and 
so hard working, and the church 
supported her to get all that she 
needed done so she could leave 
the shanty. She went to college 
in Vermont, and I followed up 

and did a story on her. I kept 
thinking, “Wow, the power of 
education.” I mean her life is 
forever changed. She will be 
able to do so much more for her 
family, for her life, and I thought, 
“Gosh, I’m watching this in this 
other country and I know these 
needs are as great in my home 
country.” When I got back [to 
the U.S.], I got a little more 
settled with the idea of entering 
into teaching, and I taught in the 
middle school in my hometown. 

How was that? 
I dragged my [students] with 

me everywhere. When I worked 
for National Geographic, I’d 
bring them to the magazine in 

D.C. and give them an in-depth 
look at magazine publishing, 
research, etc. They went with me 
to meet Janet Reno. I was one 
of those teachers that took my 
responsibilities very seriously 
and wanted every day to be the 
best day they ever had. They 
taught me more about how to be 
a better adult in life than I ever 
learned in school, and I say that 
to this day, even with a doctorate. 

What attracted you to the 
position here? 

The real flavor of Austin 
emerged after the 20 days of being 
the sole finalist [for superinten-
dent]. It felt like I was starting 
over again; it was out of that, that 

my interest really peaked. While 
everyone was interviewing me, I 
was interviewing them and saw a 
lot of compelling things. It looked 
like a lot of stakeholders who put 
a lot of skin in the game. People 
do more than balk about this issue 
[of education]; they actually get in 
the mix with us.

What do you see as the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
the district? 

The overwhelming majority 
of parents with school-aged kids 
choose the public school system, 
which means there’s a lot of sup-
port for what we do and pushes 
more accountability. Some 
people may see that as a weak-
ness, but I think that’s a great 
strength that people are watching 
us and asking questions and are 
really engaged. Students them-
selves, they are serious about 
their schoolwork … and seem to 
be very self-aware of the TAKS 
tests and the responsibilities of 
being good students. It’s quickly 
followed by good parents. I 
think we have a strong teaching 
force and everyone knows that 
it’s their influence that makes a 
difference in the achievement of 
a child.

Our real challenge is around 
fidelity of implementation 
around programs. It’s got to be a 
mix and right now it’s very black 
and white. It’s either the pro-
gram is working well or it’s not. 
There are schools that get some 
resources and some that don’t. 
It’s very cut and dry, and we need 
to have the resources follow and 
support wherever the need is.

Are there any challenges that 
are unique to Austin? 

A unique challenge here is 
coordinating all of the people 
that are helping and support-
ing on the periphery around a 
common goal. I know each one 
is different on how they do it, 
but we’re all focused on a few 
key outcomes and we don’t stop 
until we get them done. Because 
we have so much public support, 
that’s a lot of different agendas, 
so it’s hard to coordinate. 

What are your immediate 
goals at the district? 

The overarching goal that I’ve 
been talking to board and staff 
about is around—in a very tight 
timeframe, three years or four 
years—having every child at or 
above grade level and sorting out 
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Contact: 
414-2412

www.austinisd.org
1111 W. Sixth St.
Austin, TX 78703

If you are trying to peg the Austin school district’s new superintendent, 
Meria Carstarphen, good luck. The Selma, Ala., native can be all business one 
minute and then gush a moment later about her love for cheesy Madonna hits 
and her desire to learn Italian. 

The Harvard graduate has studied in Spain and Austria, worked stints 
as a National Geographic photographer and volunteered with nuns in 
Venezuelan shantytowns. But her real love is in education. 

Carstarphen took over as superintendent of the district July 1, before a 
2009-10 budget had been developed and just as the state ordered one of 
the district’s struggling middle schools to close. In that time, she and staff 
developed a plan that kept the school open and got the district’s  
$818.9 million budget crafted and approved. 

Superintendent Meria Carstarphen speaks to students at Reagan High School in August.

how we do that. We have such a 
great foundation, but how do we 
light a fire to accelerate the pace 
with every child at or around 
grade level within a shorter time 
period? Other goals are to end 
the multiyear academically unac-
ceptable school cycle and to right 
the historical past wrongs on the 
quality of education on the east 
side. I want to see more equity 
and support for schools that are 
not in poverty, Title I schools. To 
really leverage this is at the heart 
and spirit for accountability. Yes, 
there should be intervention for 
schools in need, but also incen-
tives and support for schools that 
are doing a great job and may 
have emerging needs. 

How would you approach 
restructuring schools 
deemed as academically 
unacceptable?

I’m all about proactive inter-
vention. So far, it seems as if in 
our most challenged schools 
we wait until we’re at that point 
where you’ve got to turn on a 
dime to get the improvement 
and do something really drastic 
in that last year. I think there’s so 
many other indicators. We need 
to talk about those indicators 
and make it clear when we start 
seeing these things that we enter 
earlier ... and make midcourse 
changes and don’t wait until the 
bitter end so you’re not talking 
about school closures and termi-
nating about 50 percent of staff. 
We’re talking about program 
redesigns and strategic targeting 
of areas where we’re not moving 
fast enough. 

What’s your favorite book? 
“The Velveteen Rabbit” and 

“The Giving Tree.” They are my 
favorite in part because those are 
the first books that I remember 
my mom reading to us. I still love 
to have people read to me. 

What music would we find if 
we looked on your playlist?

Paul Potts, Madonna, Level 
42, Flock of Seagulls, Duran 
Duran, George Michael. I love 
jazz music, too. I went to school 
in New Orleans so I have a ton of 
jazz, Harry Connick Jr., Wynton 
Marsalis. And I’m a fan of “Chi-
cago,” “Out of Africa” and “Rent.”  

Comment at more.impactnews.com/5671
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SoCo
SoLa
SoClose!

Come visit our intimate neighborhood 
of single family homes in the heart of 

Austinʼs most vibrant location!

 All homes include 
wood fl oors, Silestone quartz counters, 

glass tile backsplashes, KitchenAid 
appliances, Zephyr venthoods, 

security systems, huge showers, 
deep tubs, fenced yards and 

full sprinkler systems.

The Skyway Austin from the 270ʼs
 

Hill Country Modern meets Soft Urban Architecture.  
With the best new home prices in the 78704 zip!

 

Call 750-0632 for more information.  
See plans at theskywayaustin.com
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Local History   L.C. Anderson High School

by melissa mixon
The namesake for L.C. Ander-

son High School has a long and 
storied past, one that goes far from 
the campus’s current location in 
Austin’s northwest hills and into 
the heart of east Austin during the 
days of racial segregation.

It is a history that may be little-
known, even to students who now 
attend the school, but for former 
students like 68-year-old Joseph 
Reid, the school’s 100-year story 
is one that has become their own.

“Because of what happened 
to our school it brings people 
together. It’s like a family who’s 
lost a relative,” said Reid, co-
founder of the Original L.C. 

Anderson Alumni Association. 
“It’s that one thing that will 
always bind us together no mat-
ter what happens because of the 
fact that there was an Anderson 
that we attended.”

The Anderson High School 
that Reid is talking about is not 
the current location at 8403 Mesa 
Drive. From 1954 to 1956, Reid, 
a longtime software developer, 
attended one of the four locations 
that Anderson High School had 
in east Austin before it was forced 
to close in the early 1970s.

The high school was initially 
housed at Robertson Hill School, 
Austin’s first school for black 
students. In 1909, Anderson High 

School opened at Olive and Curve 
streets as an independent campus.

The Robertson Hill School 
closed soon after, and Anderson 
became the only high school for 
black students in Austin.

“Everyone went through 
Anderson to get out into life—
whether it was going to college, 
getting a job or going into the ser-
vice,” Reid said of black students 
in Austin, including himself. 

The school was named after 
E.H. Anderson, a prominent black 
educator who served as principal 
at Prairie View Normal Institute, 
now called Prairie View A&M 
University, until his death in 1885, 
according to records from the 
Austin school district. Ander-
son’s brother, L.C., became the 
first principal at Anderson High 
School and served in the position 
for 32 years until his death in 1938. 
Two days after he died, the school 
was renamed in his honor.

In the next few years, the 
school would move three times 
until getting to its final east Aus-
tin location on Thompson Street.

Reid started at Anderson as a 
freshman in 1954, a time when 
he and other blacks were not 

allowed to see a picture show at 
the Paramount Theatre or sit at 
the counter in drug stores.

To him and other students, 
Anderson was its own commu-
nity. Black educators all knew 
each other, and many of Reid’s 
teachers also attended Ebenezer 
Baptist Church on east 10th Street.

“By the time I got to Anderson 
they all knew me before I even 
hit the campus,” he said. 

That same year, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled in the 
landmark case Brown v. Board of 
Education of Topeka, which said 
that establishing separate public 
schools for black and white stu-
dents denied black students equal 
opportunities to an education.

In 1955, the Austin school dis-
trict desegregated its schools.

Reid transferred to Austin 
High School when he was a junior 
because he wanted to get a head 
start on experiencing integrated 
classrooms—something that still 
had not happened at Anderson 
because so few white students 
transferred into the school.

A federal judge ordered Ander-
son to close in 1971 because it 
was still racially segregated. The 

The	final	L.C.	Anderson	High	School	in	east	Austin	before	it	was	forced	to	close	in	1971
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school closed so quickly, Reid 
said, that provisions about what 
to do with things inside of it were 
not decided.

“It was like locking up the doors 
and going on vacation,” Reid said.

After someone learned that 
custodians were destroying 
school trophies, the remaining 
awards were saved. They are 
now preserved at the city’s Doris 
Miller Recreation Center.

Reid said the closing of the 
school was like a “dagger in the 
heart” to him and the genera-
tions of students and families 
who attended Anderson.

“I’ve always considered that 
as the catalyst to what we’ve 
seen with the decline of busi-
nesses and continuity of the [east 
Austin] community,” he said. 
“Today there’s gentrification and 
it’s changing again.”

Two years after the school was 
ordered to close, the school district 
planned to open a high school on 
Mesa Drive in northwest Austin.

At the urging of community 
members and former students, 
the school was named L.C. 
Anderson High School, in honor 
of the east Austin school.  
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Residential Real Estate neighborhoods at a glance
deep Eddy 	-	78703 Breezy Hollow 	-	78756	

featured homes featured homes

1 506 Upson St.
2 Br/1 Ba | 2,540 sq. ft.
Agent: Harry Pope, Moreland Properties

$799,000
431-7420

2 5702 Joe Sayers Ave.
2 Br/1 Ba | 880 sq. ft.
Agent: Gary Bisha, My Castle Realty

 $240,000
713-683-0054

3 505 deep eddy Ave.
6 Br/5 Ba | 3,883 sq. ft.
Agent: Amy Sewell, Rooster Realty

$721,900
262-8100

3 5715 Joe Sayers Ave.
2 Br/1 Ba | 896 sq. ft.
Agent: Gwynn Carpenter, Home & Hearth Realty

$240,000 
467-6191

2 704 Meriden Lane
4 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,550 sq. ft.
Agent: Tiffany Peters, Moreland Properties

$749,000
922-6309

4 507 Upson St.
3 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,202 sq. ft.
Agent: John Lairsen, Travis Real Estate

$575,000
789-7801

4 1516 Ullrich Ave. 
2 Br/1 Ba | 882 sq. ft.
Agent: Ryan Van Meter, Hindsite 20/20 Real Estate

 $235,000
844-8654

South of Tarrytown, the Deep Eddy 
neighborhood is built around Eilers Park and 
Lady Bird Lake. Residents can walk to local 
restaurants or to Deep Eddy swimming hole.
Schools

Casis Elementary School•	
O. Henry Middle School•	
Austin High School•	

Occupying the north end of Brentwood, 
Breezy Hollow boasts single-family homes 
built in the 1940s. Community hangouts 
include Thunderbird Coffee and Dart Bowl.
 Schools

Brentwood Elementary School•	
Lamar Middle School•	
McCallum High School•	

1 5706 McCarthy Circle 
3 Br/2 Ba | 2,449 sq. ft.
Agent: Gregg Klar, Keller Williams - Lake Travis

$290,000
653-0488

Koenig Ln.

Ullrich Ave.
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4

1

1

2

3
4

Less than $149,999
$150,000-$199,999
$200,000-$299,999
$300,000-$399,999
$400,000-$499,999
$500,000-$599,999
$600,000-$799,999
$800,000-$999,999
$1 million + 

6/51
5/118

37/104
34/104
21/156
13/115
10/265
10/303
14/248

7/57
12/95

20/191
23/130
34/110
27/124
47/140
35/113
50/138

24/55
30/117
75/102
70/130
43/126
32/147
27/131

5/63
13/173

12/98
7/81

18/80
26/79
24/95
14/97

25/101
14/113
23/118

5/83
9/101

22/129
17/114
16/71
8/95
2/40

-
-

2/18
6/165
12/74
19/80
3/70

6/136
4/183

-
-

30/116
10/187
44/72
29/71
4/102

-
-
-
-

Price range Number of homes for sale/ Avg. days on market

Oct. 2009
Oct. 2008

Oct. 2009
Oct. 2008

Month  

 12/$289,375 25/$535,250 41/$303,400 23/$415,000
 7/$379,000 25/$450,000 27/$300,000 17/$384,000

 8/$274,500 7/$255,700 36/$235,250 
 8/$297,000 6/$370,000 28/$251,000

On the market*  (October 1-31) Monthly home sales*

*Market data include condominiums, townhomes and houses.

78701 7870178704 7870478703 7870378731 7873178751 78756 78757
Number sold/Median price

market data provided by the Austin board of realtors
Residential Real Estate market Data

Month  
78751 78756 78757

Number sold/Median price

NN

Meriden Ln.

Consult with your Austin REALTOR® to learn  
 more or visit www.AustinHomeSearch.com.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE 
AUSTIN BOARD OF REALTORS®

There aren’t many investments that have held their value like 
Central Texas real estate. In fact, the average Central Texas home 
purchased just six years ago has appreciated 20 percent. With 
plenty of homes available and interest rates at 40-year lows, 
now may just be the best time for you to move up. Why not learn 
how you could build wealth through Austin real estate today?

Get the facts from your REALTOR® today.

Central Texas Real Estate 
is Different.  

Austin’s Best Contractors Network
Finding trusted, local contractors is as easy as ABC!
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Go to our website for all your home 
improvement needs and choose with 

confi dence from established 
contractors Austin trusts.

The Service Providers we’ve 
selected to join our Team are all 
“A” rated, accredited businesses.

Need help 
fi nding a

reliable local
contractor you 

can trust?

A
Visit website

B
Choose 
services

C
Relax.

A trusted
contractor

will call you.

MyABCNetwork.com    (512) 687-4747
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3016	Guadalupe	St.,	Austin	 $259,000

4512	Island	Cove,	Austin	 $4,950,000

4313	Medical	Parkway,	Austin	 $340,000

1905	Pequeno	St.,	Austin	 $315,000

The	residential	real	estate	listings	were	added	to	the	market	between	9/10/09	and	10/22/09	and	were	provided	by	the	Austin	Board	of	Realtors,	www.abor.com.	Although	every	effort	has	been	made	to	ensure	the	timeliness	and	accuracy	of	this	listing,	
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

For additional residential real estate listings, visit	more.impactnews.com/6058

1212	Castle	Hill,	Austin	 $189,000

1318	Newning	Ave.,	Austin	 $404,000

2132	Sage	Creek	Loop,	Austin	 $474,900

Residential Real Estate Property Listings
Central Austin ZIP code guide
ZIP code City      Subdivision Address bed/bath Price  Sq. Ft. Agent Agency Phone 78701 Downtown

78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood
78757 Burnet	Rd./Anderson	Ln.

78701	 Austin	 360	Condominiums	 360	Nueces	St.	 1br/1ba	 	$349,990		 	748		 Kevin	Bown	 Goodwin	Partners	 658-2419
78701	 Austin	 360	Condominiums	 360	Nueces	St.	 1br/1ba	 	$289,000		 	785		 Clayton	Bullock	 Moreland	Properties	 480-0848
78701	 Austin	 Penthouse	Condo	 1212	Guadalupe	St.	 1br/1ba	 	$114,000		 	485		 Colin	Platt	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 633-9648
78701	 Austin	 Penthouse	Condo	 1212	Guadalupe	St.	 1br/1ba	 	$99,999		 	420		 Colin	Platt	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 633-9648
78701	 Austin	 Railyard	Condo	 201	Fourth	St.	 1br/1ba	 	$199,000		 	621		 Clay	McLaughlin	 Moreland	Properties	 917-8884
78703	 Austin	 Bridle	Path	Condo	 3300	Bridle	Path	 2br/2ba	 	$399,900		 	1,870		 Steve	Mallett	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 829-2062
78703	 Austin	 Brown	Herman	 2621	Pecos	St.	 4br/3ba	 	$1,990,000		 	5,628		 Debbie	Gainer	 Moreland	Properties	 750-8700
78703	 Austin	 Brykerwoods	 1805	32nd	St.	 4br/4ba	 	$779,000		 	3,271		 Edward	Farmer	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 785-7968
78703	 Austin	 Enfield	 1212	Castle	Hill	 1br/1ba	 	$195,000		 	550		 Perry	Henderson	 Prudential	Texas	Realty	 791-7462
78703	 Austin	 Enfield	 1212	Castle	Hill	 1br/1ba	 	$189,000		 	550		 Perry	Henderson	 Prudential	Texas	Realty	 791-7462
78703	 Austin	 Johnson	Charles	 506	Upson	St.	 2br/1ba	 	$799,000		 	2,540		 Harry	Pope	 Moreland	Properties	 431-7420
78703	 Austin	 Lakehouse	Condo	 1500	Scenic	Drive	 2br/2ba	 	$385,000		 	1,358		 Michael	Scheffe	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 328-1075
78703	 Austin	 Pemberton	Heights	 1503	Westover	Road	 4br/3ba	 	$845,000		 	2,834		 Leslie	Davenport	 Moreland	Properties	 771-0284
78703	 Austin	 Spear	G	W	 2517	Exposition	Blvd.	 4br/3ba	 	$650,000		 	3,547		 Stuart	Sutton	 J.B.	Goodwin,	Realtors	 844-3254
78703	 Austin	 Windsor	Oaks	Condo	 1210	Windsor	Road	 2br/1ba	 	$180,000		 	892		 Brian	Martin	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 638-5885
78703	 Austin	 Windsor	Oaks	Condo	 1210	Windsor	Road	 2br/1ba	 	$140,000		 	892		 Dan	O’Connell	 Prudential	Texas	Realty	 407-2449
78704	 Austin	 1911	Lightsey	Condo	 1911	Lightsey	Road	 2br/1ba	 	$195,000		 	1,088		 Gregory	Cooper	 Goldwasser	Real	Estate	 565-0499
78704	 Austin	 Brinwood	 514	Lightsey	Road	 3br/1ba	 	$259,900		 	1,488		 John	Little	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 637-8400
78704	 Austin	 Cascada	Condo	 3406	Manchaca	Road	 2br/2ba	 	$280,000		 	1,248		 David	Haynes	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 844-0940
78704	 Austin	 Courtyard	Condo	 300	Crockett	St.	 1br/1ba	 	$151,500		 	641		 Melissa	Shinn	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 844-8730
78704	 Austin	 Courtyard	Condo	 300	Crockett	St.	 1br/1ba	 	$144,900		 	641		 Brian	Martin	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 638-5885
78704	 Austin	 Crossing	at	Bouldin	Creek	 2911	Corbin	Lane	 3br/3ba	 	$340,000		 	1,857		 Matthew	Menard	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 947-8787
78704	 Austin	 Crossing	at	Bouldin	Creek	 3105	Corbin	Lane	 2br/2ba	 	$292,990		 	1,548		 Matthew	Menard	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 947-8787
78704	 Austin	 Crossing	at	Bouldin	Creek	 3107	Corbin	Lane	 2br/2ba	 	$289,880		 	1,467		 Matthew	Menard	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 947-8787
78704	 Austin	 Fairview	Commons	Condo	 1318	Newning	Ave.	 2br/2ba	 	$404,000		 	1,418		 Karen	Michalik	 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor	 917-0361
78704	 Austin	 Goodshade	 2112	Brackenridge	St.	 2br/2ba	 	$378,500		 	1,262		 Kenneth	Hilbig	 Moreland	Properties	 751-4306
78704	 Austin	 J	K	&	W	 1611	Chelsea	Lane	 5br/3ba	 	$799,000		 	4,132		 Keri	Parker	 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor	 925-8889
78704	 Austin	 Loma	Linda	 804	Oltorf	St.	 3br/2ba	 	$660,000		 	1,877		 Stan	Smith	 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor	 431-6255
78704	 Austin	 Newning	&	Warners	 313	Milton	St.	 4br/3ba	 	$599,000		 	2,314		 Michael	Nopper	 e-Executive	Realty	 552-2266
78704	 Austin	 Oak	Ridge	Heights	 801	Cumberland	Road	 2br/1ba	 	$269,000		 	832		 Michael	Bullard	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 468-5353
78704	 Austin	 Oak	Ridge	Heights	 2807	Fourth	St.	 3br/3ba	 	$429,000		 	1,400		 James	Watson	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 964-5151
78704	 Austin	 Rabb	Inwood	Hills	 2400	Paramount	Ave.	 2br/2ba	 	$349,900		 	1,394		 Chad	Goldwasser	 Goldwasser	Real	Estate	 420-0300
78704	 Austin	 Sage	Creek	 2132	Sage	Creek	Loop	 3br/2ba	 	$474,900		 	2,392		 Nancy	Taute	 Carol	Dochen	Realtors	 497-5940
78704	 Austin	 Sherwood	Oaks	 2603	Carnarvon	Lane	 3br/1ba	 	$270,000		 	1,045		 Justine	Smith	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 970-0681
78704	 Austin	 Travis	Heights	 1132-A	Reagan	Terrace	 2br/1ba	 	$399,000		 	1,271		 Marty	Zuehlke	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 323-9913
78704	 Austin	 Travis	Heights	 807	Milam	Place	 2br/1ba	 	$325,000		 	740		 Kenneth	Hilbig	 Moreland	Properties	 751-4306
78704	 Austin	 Travis	Heights	Condo	 1500	Eastside	Drive	 1br/1ba	 	$175,000		 	600		 Matthew	Sutter	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 623-6330
78704	 Austin	 Travis	Heights	Terrace	Condo	 2302	Eastside	Drive	 1br/1ba	 	$117,000		 	482		 Jon	Demontreville	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 659-5663
78704	 Austin	 Travis	Heights	Terrace	Condo	 2302	Eastside	Drive	 1br/1ba	 	$110,800		 	482		 Perry	Henderson	 Prudential	Texas	Realty	 791-7462
78704	 Austin	 Travis	Oaks	Condo	 2215	Post	Road	 0br/1ba	 	$149,999		 	905		 Michael	Takao	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 659-6991
78704	 Austin	 West	Park	 3314	Westhill	Drive	 3br/2ba	 	$735,000		 	2,856		 Dee	Shultz	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 330-1031
78705	 Austin	 Benchmark	Condo	 3001	Cedar	St.	 1br/1ba	 	$145,000		 	685		 Colin	Platt	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 633-9648
78705	 Austin	 Caswell	Lofts	Condo	 2205	Lamar	Blvd.	 2br/1ba	 	$345,000		 	1,065		 Mark	Murrell	 J.B.	Goodwin,	Realtors	 689-1373
78705	 Austin	 Guadalupe	31	Condo	 3016	Guadalupe	St.	 2br/2ba	 	$259,000		 	1,053		 David	Haynes	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 844-0940
78705	 Austin	 Robbins	Place	Condo	 1906	Robbins	Place	 2br/2ba	 	$179,900		 	930		 Fernand	Tolentino	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 669-9000
78705	 Austin	 Three	Thousand	Guadalupe	Place	 3000	Guadalupe	St.	 1br/1ba	 	$89,000		 	394		 Chantal	Evans	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 844-5550
78731	 Austin	 Chimney	Corners	Townhomes	 7204	Chimney	Corners	 3br/2ba	 	$329,000		 	2,030		 Jasper	Augustine	 RE/MAX	Capital	City	II	 744-4172
78731	 Austin	 Highland	Hills	 5705	Highland	Hills	Drive	 3br/2ba	 	$350,000		 	1,612		 Ellen	Kelsey	 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor	 422-0481
78731	 Austin	 Highland	Park	West	 3314	Big	Bend	Drive	 4br/3ba	 	$915,000		 	3,557		 Jennifer	Smith	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 535-7665
78731	 Austin	 Highland	Village	 5009	W.	Park	Drive	 3br/2ba	 	$298,000		 	1,673		 Bryan	Faircloth	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 637-8495
78731	 Austin	 Island	at	Mount	Bonnell	Shores	 4512	Island	Cove	 4br/5ba	 	$4,950,000		 	6,381		 Joan	Price	 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor	 775-8942
78731	 Austin	 Malaga	Condo	 6910	Hart	Lane	 1br/1ba	 	$90,500		 	655		 Arlene	Maze	 Carol	Dochen	Realtors	 789-1892
78731	 Austin	 Mount	Bonnell	Shores	 5312	Mount	Bonnell	Road	 3br/2ba	 	$479,000		 	1,961		 Steve	Dalbey	 Moreland	Properties	 480-0848
78731	 Austin	 North	Cat	Mountain	 7186	Las	Ventanas	Drive	 3br/3ba	 	$449,900		 	2,596		 Jeffrey	Clawson	 Austin	Vestors	 695-2425
78731	 Austin	 Oakmont	Heights	 3701	Lawton	Ave.	 3br/2ba	 	$499,000		 	2,060		 Gregory	Cooper	 Goldwasser	Real	Estate	 565-0499
78731	 Austin	 Oakmont	Heights	 1901	42nd	St.	 2br/1ba	 	$329,000		 	1,041		 Gary	Steele	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 426-9800
78731	 Austin	 Shinoak	Valley	 6007	Marquesa	Drive	 4br/4ba	 	$1,150,000		 	4,596		 Mary	Jane	Moran	 Moreland	Properties	 656-7600
78731	 Austin	 Stoneledge	Condo	 4209	Creek	Ledge	 2br/2ba	 	$249,900		 	1,336		 Anita	Farrell	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 633-7510
78731	 Austin	 Vista	North	 5202	Rico	Cove	 5br/4ba	 	$1,375,000		 	4,705		 Martha	Browning	 Prudential	Texas	Realty	 947-8119
78731	 Austin	 Vista	West	 4801	Parkview	Place	 4br/2ba	 	$479,000		 	2,565		 Julie	Kuntz	 Moreland	Properties	 619-5746
78731	 Austin	 Vista	West	 5312	Valburn	Circle	 4br/2ba	 	$550,000		 	3,343		 Denny	Holt	 Denny	Holt	Realtors	 694-1103
78751	 Austin	 Highlands	 5510	Avenue	G	 4br/3ba	 	$410,000		 	1,850		 Jaimie	Hosfeld	 Moreland	Properties	 627-5815
78751	 Austin	 Murray	Place	 5210	Huisache	St.	 2br/1ba	 	$224,999		 	910		 Debbie	Fontenette	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 656-5757
78751	 Austin	 Park	Place	Condo	 4306	Avenue	A	 2br/1ba	 	$145,000		 	720		 Vicki	McGrath	 Sellstate	Classic	Realty	 921-0010
78756	 Austin	 Alta	Vista	 4313	Medical	Parkway	 3br/2ba	 	$340,000		 	1,618		 Bettye	Turner	 J.B.	Goodwin,	Realtors	 241-1745
78756	 Austin	 Mcguires	 4001	Ramsey	Ave.	 3br/2ba	 	$499,000		 	1,723		 Jimmy	Gilmore	 Presidio	Group,	Realtors	 657-8671
78756	 Austin	 North	Loop	Terrace	 5313-B	Joe	Sayers	Ave.	 3br/2ba	 	$364,000		 	2,303		 Kevin	McCord	 Goldwasser	Real	Estate	 784-9644
78756	 Austin	 Paddock	Condo	 1510	North	Loop	Blvd.	 2br/2ba	 	$140,000		 	929		 Shawn	Monshaugen	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 663-4686
78756	 Austin	 Rosedale	Estates	 4810	Woodview	Ave.	 3br/2ba	 	$399,000		 	1,532		 Doug	Roberts	 Moreland	Properties	 731-5105
78756	 Austin	 Rosedown	 4905	Lynnwood	St.	 2br/2ba	 	$369,900		 	1,422		 Michael	Takao	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 659-6991
78756	 Austin	 Woodrow	Place	Townhomes	 5601	Woodrow	Ave.	 1br/1ba	 	$105,000		 	620		 Heather	Greenberg	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 695-6002
78757	 Austin	 Allandale	Park	 3304	Greenlawn	Parkway	 3br/2ba	 	$335,000		 	1,395		 Michele	Ray	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 698-4556
78757	 Austin	 Allandale	Park	 3112	Whitepine	Drive	 3br/2ba	 	$369,000		 	2,133		 Clay	McLaughlin	 Moreland	Properties	 917-8884
78757	 Austin	 Allandale	Terrace	 6607	Jamaica	Court	 4br/3ba	 	$320,000		 	2,342		 Veronica	Lee	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 965-2905
78757	 Austin	 Burnet	Heights	 1905	Pequeno	St.	 2br/2ba	 	$335,000		 	1,791		 Jeff	Gifford	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 775-1797
78757	 Austin	 Burnet	Heights	 1905	Pequeno	St.	 2br/2ba	 	$315,000		 	1,686		 Jeff	Gifford	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 775-1797
78757	 Austin	 Cullen	Ave	Condo	 2106	Cullen	Ave.	 1br/1ba	 	$98,000		 	588		 Perry	Henderson	 Prudential	Texas	Realty	 791-7462
78757	 Austin	 Foster	Lane	Townhomes	 3300	Foster	Lane	 3br/2ba	 	$185,000		 	1,500		 Marty	Kaye	 RE/MAX	Capital	City	II	 799-7355
78757	 Austin	 Northtowne	 8511	Rockwood	Lane	 2br/1ba	 	$239,500		 	1,488		 Robert	Lane	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 785-7698
78757	 Austin	 Victoria	Square	Condo	 2600	Penny	Lane	 1br/1ba	 	$49,000		 	628		 Gerald	Gafford	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 439-3768
78757	 Austin	 Wooten	Park	 1517	Fairfield	Drive	 3br/2ba	 	$185,000		 	1,082		 David	Douglas	 Keller	Williams	Realty	 809-3600


