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What’s Ahead

JULY 19 Science Sunday Find out what its like
to be a veterinarian. Austin Vet Care will be at the
Austin Children’s Museum with live animals. | 5

AUG. 6 City of Austin Small Business
Development Program Meet, network and
learn from area lenders about the loan process for
small businesses. | 5

What's News
R The Austonian
is now the
tallest building
in Austin. Upon
completion, it
will be 683 feet
tall, making it the
| tallest residential
! building in the
4 western U.S.| 4

Brackenridge Tract update: UT
consultants’ recommendations
would transform the tract into a high-
density development. | 14

Mayor Lee Leffingwell weighs in on
the budget, new development and
Austin’s future. | 10

SoCo trailer park gets new lunch
trucks as a parking lot transforms into
afoodie’s paradise. | 8

Texas lawmakers addressed
standardized testing and college
readiness levels. | 17

What'’s Online

WWW.i mpactnews.com

Star of Texas Fair and Rodeo
recognized four volunteers for their
outstanding work. More than 1,500
people donated their time.
more.impactnews.com/4934

AISD’s Summer Musical Company,
a project 10 years in the making, will
perform the musical “Seussical.”
more.impactnews.com/4863

The special legislative session,
which began July 1, will focus on
transportation issues.
more.impactnews.com/4997

AISD’s budget faces a $22 million
deficit that will require cuts.
more.impactnews.com/5022

Home energy audits

now mandatory
Story Highlights

+ New ordinance went into effect June 1

« Nearly 90 percent of homes found to need
additional attic insulation and duct repair

« Austin Energy rebate programs reduce the cost of
making suggested improvements

By Mark Collins and Tiffany Young

Homeowners looking to sell their home
now face an additional step and cost due to
energy audits required by the City of Austin,
but it could save homebuyers on utility costs
in the long run.

The Energy Conservation Audit and Dis-
closure Ordinance was approved by Austin
City Council in November 2008 and was en-
acted June 1. Austin is the first city in the
U.S. to require an energy audit during the
selling process.

Of the first 400 audits performed, nearly 90
percent of homes needed both additional attic
insulation and duct repair to be considered
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Citizens work with city to
plan future development

Neighborhood associations play vital role

By Mark Collins

On the second Wednesday of
every month in an apartment
complex activity room, a small
group of people gathers around
plastic tables and plans for the
future of the most important
neighborhood in Austin. This
particular neighborhood is the
most important because it is the
one in which they live.

As Austin continues to grow
and redevelop its central core,
more and more citizens are tak-
ing an active role in their neigh-
borhoods. Developers and city
officials are listening as groups of
neighbors shape how their com-
munity will grow.

“To really know what the is-
sues are in a given neighborhood,
you have to truly understand the
community and the ramifica-
tions of potential changes, and
only the neighborhood knows
what that is,” said Bo McCarver,

who has been active in his com-
munity for more than 25 years.
“The city planners can’t tell you,
the city council doesn’t know —
only the people that live in the
community truly understand.”
Sustainable Neighborhoods
When Austin City Council
approved the Vertical Mixed
Use Ordinance in 2007, com-
mercial areas along core transit
corridors were re-zoned to allow
for mixed-use development that
would combine residential, office
and retail space. The ordinance
was intended to provide more
rigorous design standards and
encourage smart growth such as
transit-oriented developments.
Austin resident Steven Zettner
formed the action group Sustain-
able Neighborhoods of North
Central Austin as a response to
the ordinance. In an effort to

CONTINUED ON | 11
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“acceptable” by the city’s standards.

“I'm not surprised,” said Susan Marler of
Energy Action, a business that performs en-
ergy audits on homes. “Given past and cur-
rent building standards, we pretty much saw
this coming.”

Homeowners are not required to make
suggested improvements, but it could become
an important bargaining chip in the buying

process. One Austin home was found to be
leaking 81 percent of its air conditioning and
heating into the attic. Making suggested im-
provements on the home could cut energy
bills in half.

“Austin Energy is using the ordinance as an
educational tool to remind customers of the

CONTINUED ON | 15
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LOCAL RETAILER REACHING OUT
TO ITS 'NEIGHBORS'

Unemployment in Texas is up, and
concerns about the economy have everyone
thinking twice about how they spend their
money.

When each penny matters, conducting
customer focus groups and lowering prices
may not sound like the most cost-effective
move for a business. But that’s what locally
owned Lamb’s Tire and Automotive
(www.LambsTire.com) is doing to reach out
to new customers or “neighbors” as Lamb’s
CEO Ron Meredeith calls them.

At all 15 neighborhood locations in the
Austin area Lamb’s is already delivering
synthetic-blend oil changes for only $19.95
— and they include a four-wheel rotation and
a full vehicle inspection for FREE. Competi-
tors charge upwards of $30 for the same
services on top of their $25-$30 oil changes.

Meredeith led an acquisition of the
company in 2008 and re-tooled the tire
product lines and has significantly lowered
pricing to be the lowest in the Central Texas
market. Their decision to lower the price on
tires came after listening to those customers
to find out what was working and what
wasn’t.

Angela Treadway, a physical therapist
who took part in the focus group, said she is
happy to see Lamb’s taking extra steps in a
tough economy to help its “neighbors.”

“Each time I have dealings with the
Lamb’s on 620 in Round Rock, I receive
VIP treatment, without exception,” Tread-
way said. “I think holding the focus groups
demonstrated commitment to searching out
and meeting customer needs in a compre-
hensive way.”

“We are a family that would rather
maintain a vehicle well in the short term so
that we can use it long term,” said Laura
Gibson, a wellness consultant. “Lamb’s has
been wonderful at helping us achieve our
goals in this. “Every time I walk in the doors
of the Lamb’s on Great Oaks, I am reminded
why I continue to patronize Lamb’s: I am
greeted as well as Norm ever was on
Cheers! I feel welcome and cared for!”

Lamb’s Tire and Automotive is the top
dealer for Goodyear tires in Central Texas.

Yet, Meredeith added more brands and
will get the best tire for an individual car -
and still beat competitors’ prices.

“Although we believe Goodyear is the
best tire in the world and has the most
complete product line, we know some of our
neighbors prefer another brand,” Meredeith
said. “So we’ve opened up our supply chain
to bring in many other brands. We now carry
the highly popular General Tires and the
Continental brands that are so popular on
BMW, Mercedes, and more. And we can get
any tire for our neighbors that they need or
want — Michelin, BF Goodrich, and more. ”

Meredeith — a lifelong Austinite - said
Lamb’s wants to be a one-stop automotive
car care center. Expanding the selection of
tires while also lowering prices will help do
that, he said.

“Our customers are our friends and
neighbors who trust us and enjoy the
relationships we have had with them for
many years,” said Meredeith who attended
Elementary, Middle, and High Schools in
Austin. “They deserve a total solution for
tires just as they have received for automo-
tive services.

Lamb’s continues to invest in expertly-
trained, ASE certified technicians and the
lastest diagnostic tools that allows them to
service all makes and models — General
Motors, Ford, BMW, Mercedes, Nissan,
Toyota, Honda and all others.

Bama Brown, a longtime morning radio
personality in Austin, has been taking his
cars to Lamb’s for many years.

“Number one, I’'m a car guy. I’ve got old
cars and new cars,” Brown said. “Trust is a
big deal, especially with as high-tech as the
cars are these days. But I trust them to work
on my old, collector cars as well. I go to the

Lamb‘s on Brodie. And to me, when you say
Lamb’s, you say, ‘Neighborhood.” Whenever

I go into Lamb’s, they really do treat you
like a neighbor.”

By Chip Brown-Columnist with 20 years
experience with the Associated Press, Dallas
Morning News & rivals.com
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Area Publisher’s Note

I have an Easy Button,
but I need a Pause Button.
Where did June go? My
list of things to get done at
home continues to grow,
but there is so much happening locally this
summer that I want to get out, experience
Austin and forget the “to do” list. We have
changes at city hall with a new mayor and
several new council members, a new Aus-
tin Independent School District superin-
tendent and a special session of the Texas
Legislature. Mayor Leffingwell was sworn
into office in June and recently spent some
time with our reporters giving insight on
his priorities.

We are also able to present a few new
features this month including the Commu-
nity Corridor, the first of two AISD educa-
tion features and the Local History feature.
My top question for historians right now
is, “How did people survive this heat before
there was air conditioning?” Seriously, I
love Austin, but this record-setting heat
leaves me parched and cranky. I give

Contents
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Business Profiles

6 Fiddler’s Green Quiet acoustic music store
features mandolins, harps and ukuleles

7 Interior Design Gallery Showroom changes
every several weeks as new pieces arrive

Neighborhood Dining

8 SoCo Trailer Eateries Funky eatery has five lunch
trucks and room for more

Transportation Report

9 Accelerate Austin Work is underway on road
projects as a part of a local stimulus program

Community Profile
10 Lee Leffingwell ity of Austin mayor
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13 Mueller Development

City Council Notes
14 City government and Brackenridge Tract

Local History

16 135

Education Focus
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Real Estate Report
19 Loal neighborhoods and market data

« |Reader feedback from the web

thanks nightly for air conditioning — one
of mankind’s greatest inventions.

Another thing to be thankful for is a
city-owned utility. In the past few years I
have lived in Austin and the suburbs, and
from my experience, my energy bill was
noticeably lower in Austin. Most people
are still concerned, however, about the
amount of money it takes to cool a home
when it is more than 100 degrees outside.
If the glorious gift of air conditioning is
squeezing your wallet, I hope you will read
our story about energy audits and ways to
save. Whether you are selling your home
or not, you can take advantage of the tax
incentives and rebates available, as well as
save money on your energy bill by making
certain improvements.

Karin Shaver
kshaver@impactnews.com

Distribution

Community Impact Newspaper is Central Texas’
fastest growing news organization. Founder
John Garrett grew up in the Austin area and
since launching the first paper in Round Rock
and Pflugerville in 2005, our mission has been to
provide useful information to the communities
we serve. Now distributing to more than 385,000
homes and businesses in six markets, the papers’
commitment to local, unbiased reporting has
become a recognized brand. At a time when print
media are on the decline, Community Impact
Newspaper has restructured an old product —
the community newspaper — and turned it into
an important tool by providing readers useful,
informative news.

impactnews.com/signup

What do you know about Austin’s Energy Conservation Audit and Disclosure Ordinance?

Nothing | 538"
Atittle bit NG 1901~
Alot [ 13.2*

Only what I've heard from friends [JJJij 4.5%
other [l 4.4%

Poll results from June 2009
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www.impactnews.com/emailupdates
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K} Delish-ioso

New cupcake bakery Delish held a grand
opening June 18 on the first floor of

the AMLI Downtown, 209 W. Third St.
The eatery serves coffee, tea and other
beverages to go along with cupcake
flavors like Mexican vanilla, chocolate
and lemon zest. Call 739-2460 or visit
www.delish-cupcakes.com.

E) Good Samaritans

The Samaritan Counseling Center,

5425 Burnet Road, Ste. A, has created

a new social media website called
RecognizeGood, where citizens can
reward, acknowledge and promote others
for their acts of kindness and unselfish
charity. Developed through a partnership
with Austin-based TyRex Group, the

site helps honor the good deeds of

others while supporting and promoting
charitable giving to organizations. Visit
www.recognizegood.com.

EJ Annie’s back

Co-owners Love Nance and Sherry
Jameson held a grand opening June 17

at Annie’s Café and Bar, 319 Congress
Ave., more than a year after closing Apple
Annie’s in April 2008. The new Annie’s
serves breakfast, lunch and dinner, and
has catering and bakery departments as
well. Call 472-1884 or visit
www.appleanniescatering.com.

n Austin Brevita

After a soft opening at the beginning of
June, Austin Brevita is set to hold a grand
opening in July at its new location at 1219
S. Lamar Blvd. The coffee shop serves
fairly traded and organic beverages, and
offers baked goods from Moonlight
Bakery, 2300 S. Lamar Blvd. The shop
will soon have outdoor seating for

about 40 people, with plans for further
expansion. Co-owners Tiffany and Duane
Youngren, who live in Austin, established
the first Austin Brevita in Dripping
Springs earlier this year. Call 440-7500 or
visit www.austinbrevita.com.

El stand up

Bananarchy opened May 18 and is now
located outside Jack & Adam’s Bicycles,
1210 Barton Springs Road. Owners Laura
Anderson and Anna Notario believe it

is the first stand to serve frozen bananas
with toppings in Austin. Visit
www.bananarchy.net.

A Clean Tech group

Austin’s new clean tech group The Clean
Technology & Sustainable Industries
Organization relocated from Cambridge,
Mass., to Austin in early June. The
nonprofit’s purpose is to promote the
development and commercialization of
clean technology. Austin Energy is a
founding member. The organization will
be located at 5000 Plaza on the Lake,
sharing the headquarters of nonprofit
Innovate Texas Foundation, which

was created to promote new technology

development in Texas. Visit
www.innovatetexas.org or www.ct-si.org.

Whole Foods delivers

Whole Foods Market, 520 N. Lamar
Blvd., began offering a downtown bike
delivery service May 18 for prepared food
items. The delivery area is bounded by
MoPac, Enfield Road/Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard, IH 35 and Cesar Chavez
Street. Call 542-2243 or visit
www.wholefoodsmarket.com/stores/
lamar/bicycle-delivery.php.

EFl Baa

Black Sheep Lodge opened in mid-

May at 2108 S. Lamar Blvd. The bar and
restaurant serves American food and
offers several televisions. Call 707-2744 or
visit www.blacksheeplodge.com.

El Height times

The Austonian, 200 Congress Ave.,
became the tallest building in Austin June
25. The 360 building previously held the
title, at 567 feet. Upon completion, which
is expected by the end of the year, The
Austonian, at 56 stories and 683 feet, will
be the tallest residential building in the
western U.S. Visit www.theaustonian.com.

i willing and Abel

New bar and grill Abel’s on the Lake
opened in late May at 3826 Lake Austin
Blvd. The new restaurant is under the
same ownership as Cain and Abel’s,

2313 Rio Grande St. Call 904-0572 or visit
www.abelsonthelake.com.

Kl Let’s be frank

Hot dog restaurant Frank is coming to
407 Colorado St. Its website describes

the restaurant as “purveyors of artisan
sausage.” Visit www.hotdogscoldbeer.com.

[?] Getcha sum

Get Sum Dim Sum opened May 25

at 4400 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 102. The
restaurant serves dim sum (Chinese
dishes ordered a la carte) and can seat
about 55 customers. Get Sum Dim Sum

is owned by Foo Chen Food, which also
owns south Asian restaurant Satay,

3202 W. Anderson Lane. Call 458-9000 or
visit www.getsumdimsum.com.

EE] New Office Depot

No opening date has been scheduled
yet for the new Office Depot at 500 Ben
White Blvd. Visit www.officedepot.com.

EZ] Building update

New retail and business space will be
available by the end of August at

2203 S. Lamar Blvd., Weitzman Group
associate Graham Carter said. When
completed, the building will be about
5,000 sq. ft. Visit www.cencorrealty.com.

EB Fully furnished

New York City-based furniture store
chain West Elm is opening its first
location in Austin at the HomeAway



office building, 1011 W. Fifth St. The
furniture store, set to open this fall, will
be the fourth West Elm in Texas. Visit
www.westelm.com.

i3 Fez food

Tarbouch, a Lebanese grill and hookah
lounge, opened June 15 at 534 E. Oltorf
St. The head chef is Paul Nader, who also
owns a restaurant in Lebanon. Call
326-2001 or visit www.tarbouchfood.com.

The Bluffs at Balcones

A new, 27-unit development in the
Northwest Hills neighborhood opened in
early June. The Bluffs at Balcones, 6533

E. Hills Drive, is composed of townhome-
style units, mixing modern and rustic looks
with views of Austin’s skyline. Call 343-
6533 or visit www.bluffsatbalcones.com.

EE] Donation-based yoga

Black Swan Yoga, 1114 W. Fifth St.,
opened in late May and is a donation-
based yoga studio offering a broad array
of classes. Class prices are suggested, but
not required. Recycled and sustainable
materials were used in the construction
of the studio, including cork flooring and
chairs made from milk jugs.

Visit www.blackswanyoga.com.

Ef] Triangle update

[ European Wax Center is hosting a
grand opening in July at the Triangle,
4700 W. Guadalupe St., Ste. 10. It will be
the second Austin location for the
Florida-based company. Call 452-4929 or
visit www.waxingspa.com. [} Owner
Thomas R. Gohring planned to open Kick
Butt Coffee Triangle, 4600 W. Guadalupe
St., the week of July 6. The coftee shop will
also feature a full bar and events like live
music and comedy shows. The original
Kick Butt Coffee is located at 5775
Airport Blvd. Call 454-5425 or visit
www.kickbuttcoffee.com. [ The grand
opening of Fitness 360 at the Triangle,
4601 N. Lamar Blvd., is set for July 18.
Until then, owner Matt Sandlin is offering
a free enrollment pre-opening special.
Sandlin also owns a Fitness 360 gym in
Round Rock. Call 233-0100 or visit
www.fitness360.net. [ Chedd’s, a
Denver-based restaurant chain

specializing in grilled cheese sandwiches,
is set to open July 18 in the Triangle, 4600
W. Guadalupe St. Visit www.chedds.com.
3 Café Monet, a paint-your-own pottery
and mosaic studio, is coming to the
Triangle. The goal of co-owners Jules and
Charles Winson is to open the studio in
early fall. It will be the second Café Monet
in Austin. The original location has been
at 4477 S. Lamar Blvd. for 10 years. Call
892-3200 or visit www.cafemonet.org.

[d Mary Beth Eastwood opened her
chiropractic practice in the Triangle July
6, renaming it Triangle Chiropractic. For
three years her office was located at 6101
Balcones Drive. Call 371-1305 or visit
www.dreastwood.com.

New Red Cross CEO

Elaine Acker was named the new CEO of
the American Red Cross of Central Texas
in mid-May. Acker, the chapter’s main
spokesperson for the past year, replaces
Derrick Chubs after his promotion to
Division Vice President for the American
National Red Cross. The local Red Cross
serves the counties of Bastrop, Burnet,
Caldwell, Hays, Lee, Llano, Milam, Travis
and Williamson. Call 928-4271 or visit
www.centex.redcross.org.

AISD’s firstin command

New Austin Independent School District
superintendent Dr. Meria Carstarphen
reported for her first day of duty July 1.

She is the first African-American and first
woman to be permanent superintendent of
Austin public schools. Visit
www.austinisd.org.

Re-session

Texas lawmakers returned to Austin July
1 for a brief special legislative session
called by Gov. Rick Perry. The governor
ordered legislators to consider extending
the lives of agencies under sunset review,
authorizing $2 billion in bonds for
transportation projects and reprieving
certain public-private toll roads from a
moratorium that begins Sept. 1. For special
session news, visit www.impactnews.com.

News or questions about Central Austin?
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

)\ cookieloun

cookies the way you always wanted them to be

512.478.BAKE (2253)
austincookielounge.com
Location: The Quarters
Building B, Suite 120

free parking I
- w7
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local, freshicookies & pastries
delivered for meetings daily

yeu dovgh...
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we'll bake i

ane deliver in fme

Patrick Brendel

Patrick Brendel
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Community Events
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Mark Collins
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o2l DONATE

Cars, trucks, motorcycles or hoats

to any Goodwill

Your donations fund training and job
ams for Central Texans with

wrsﬁmployment.

Sponsored by

“Roger “Beasley™

July
1 2-Aug. 31 | concerts in the Park

Free outdoor ensemble concerts on Sunday evenings

Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive
7:30 p.m. « Free

457-5100 - www.thelongcenter.org

15-29 | Austin Farmers’ Market

Sample local farmers’ best fare and learn simple recipes and
preserving techniques. Takes place every Wednesday

The Triangle, 4700 W. Guadalupe St.

5-7p.m. « Free

www.austinfarmersmarket.org

16-18 | “Seussical”

First annual district-wide summer musical put on by AISD
Summer Musical Program

Austin High School, 1715 W. Cesar Chavez St.

7 p.m. « $15 adults, $10 students

414-4498 - www.aisdfinearts.org

19| science Sunday

Find out what it is like to be a veterinarian. Austin Vet Care
will be on hand with live animals.

Austin Children’s Museum, 201 Colorado St.

3-5 p.m. « $4.50-56.50

472-2499 - www.austinkids.org

27-31 | whatis Art?

Workshop on the nature of relating to and creating art
through writing for ninth-12th graders

Austin Bat Cave, 1807 W. 11th St.

10a.m.-1:30 p.m. - Free

524-1489 - www.austinbatcave.org

30| Nature Nights — Life Aquatic

Streams and ponds become a classroom in water ecology
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, 4801 La Crosse Ave.
6-9p.m.-$1

232-0100 - www.wildflower.org

31| All-Austin, All-handmade bash

Do-it-yourself projects, fashion show and other activities
Beauty Bar, 617 E. Seventh St.

7-11p.m. - $2

www.electricpromotions.com/bash.html

August

6 | Small Business Development Program

Hosted by the City of Austin, the event is an opportunity to
meet, network and learn from area lenders about the loan
process for small businesses. RSVP encouraged

Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs Road

3:30 & 5:15 p.m. « Free

974-7800 - www.cityofaustin.org/sbdp

Calendar events for print must be submitted by the 22nd

of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas
calendar online at www.impactnews.com.
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Having a Healthy Pregnancy

A FREE Community Seminar presented by SetonBabyTalk.com

Thursday, July 30
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Seton Medical Center Austin, McFadden Auditorium
1201 W. 38th St., Austin, TX 78705

Join Dr. Karen Kish with The Ob/Gyn Group of Austin for tips and
information on how to keep you and your baby healthy before,

during and after pregnancy.

Limited seating available. Reserve your spot today!
To register, please call (512) 324-4456, or register online

at www.SetonBabyTalk.com.

Bill Elkjer, Firm Administrator,
Hohmann, Taube & Summers, L.L.P.

Our mission:

Their mission:
Working aggressively
and efficiently to
solve your legal
problems.

Shane Sharpe, Mission IT Services

78 ¢ www.missionitservices.com ¢ Austin ¢ San Antonio

[9S

ON| T

Protecting I.T. resources for Central Texas’ most respected businesses.

Patrick Brendel

Business Profile | Fiddler’s Green Music Shop

Owner Clay Levit with a collection of mandolins, his favorite instrument

By Patrick Brendel

Fiddler’s Green Music Shop is not your
typical music store.

It’s small and quiet inside. The only
noise comes from conversation and the
picking of strings. Featured instruments
include mandolins, harps and ukuleles.

Owner Clay Levit likes it that way, and
so do his customers. Hardcore bluegrass
or Cajun musicians would not be caught
dead in big chain stores, he said.

“Focusing only on acoustic instruments
brings in a whole different set of custom-
ers,” he said.

Levit has always been into acoustic in-
struments. He plays the guitar some, but
his specialty is the mandolin. He boasts
that his store probably has one of the best
selections of mandolins in the country,
with an entire wall dedicated to 11 dif-
ferent brands ranging from $250 to more
than $10,000.

The store stocks several kinds of mando-
lins built in Austin by local craftsmen. (A
robust selection of fiddles greets customers
when they walk into the store, as well.)

A native Houstonian, Levit attended col-
lege at the University of Texas. He and wife
Katy left Austin and moved to Mempbhis,
where her parents live. After an organic
vegetable farm venture did not pan out,
Levit got the idea to open a music store
that carried only acoustic instruments.

The original Fiddler’s Green opened in
Memphis on April 1, 2006. A year and a
half later, the Levits left Tennessee and
returned to Texas.

“We missed Austin too much,” Levit
said.

Fiddler’s Green debuted in Austin in
December 2007 at 1809 W. 35th St. The
music store was not the only thing Levit
brought with him from Memphis—his
manager and sole employee, Ben Hodges,
came, too. Hodges is the resident blues
expert, while Levit favors Irish folk.

The move to Austin has been great for
the store, he said.

“The economy here is stronger. There’s
more people, and there’s more music,”
Levit said. “I was shocked there wasn’t an
acoustic store like this already.”

The central Austin location has worked
out well, too, because the store attracts
customers from throughout the city and
the region, catering mainly to two differ-
ent demographics: “The people wanting
to start their kid on an instrument like
the violin or mandolin, and people old
enough to know that acoustic is the way
to go,” he said.

Levit keeps the store’s website up to
date with new and used instruments in
stock, but he does not give shoppers the
option to purchase online. Someone who
sees an instrument he or she likes can
call the shop, talk to Levit or Hodges and
order it over the phone. The direct com-
munication is important to Levit.

“The key to this is being able to talk to
the customers,” he said.

Jamming at Fiddler’s Green

“The most important part of the business is the
community aspect of it — the people we know
and the events we put on,” Fiddler’s Green Music
Shop owner Clay Levit said. “That stuff is really
what it’s all about. If all we did is sit and sell
instruments, that’s not that much fun.”

Fidder’s Green hosts several regular jam sessions
for acoustic instrument lovers. The only rules

are try to keep up and do not lord your musical
prowess over others.

« Austin Mandolin Orchestra
First and third Wednesdays, 7 to 9 p.m.

« Irish Sessions
Sundays, 8to 11 p.m.

« Cajun Sessions
First and third Saturdays, 1 to 4 p.m.

« Bluegrass Sessions (Intermediate to Advanced)
Second and fourth Tuesdays, 7 to 11 p.m.

« "Sister’s” Jam (For Women Only)
Second and fourth Sundays, 2 to 5 p.m.

Fiddler’s Green Music Shop
1809 W. 35th St.

452-3900
www.fiddlersgreenmusicshop.com
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Mark Collins

Co-owners Cherie Jenkins and Jan Niels in the Interior Design Gallery showroom

By Mark Collins

When Interior Design Gallery first
opened a little more than two years ago,
owners Cherie Jenkins and Jan Niels
packed the showroom to the brim with
couches, lamps, desks and more. Three
weeks later the store was practically
empty, and the owners had nothing with
which to fill the store.

“We panicked,” business partner Wil-
liam Niels said. “We had to go get more
furnishings just to stay open. We kept
going back and forth to market with our

own truck. Now we have learned how to
plan and have a constant state of flux.”

William said the look and feel of the
showroom changes every several weeks
as pieces are sold and new ones brought
in. The gallery does not have a ware-
house, so when customers buy some-
thing off the showroom floor, an entirely
new piece goes in its place.

The buyers do not go to traditional
local markets, opting rather to go to
national home furnishing showcases in
Las Vegas and North Carolina in search

of pieces that are not traditionally found
in Texas.

“Every day is like Christmas when they

unload the truck,” William said. “You
forget what you bought so it is really fun
to see the merchandise come rolling in.”

In addition to the showroom floor,
Interior Design Gallery bills itself as a
full-service design center that can man-
age large and small design projects from
conception to installation.

Jan has more than 23 years of interior
design experience and a team of design-
ers who will work with customers to
complete their vision. Designers can do
as little as providing subtle suggestions,
or as much as completely redesigning a
home.

Jenkins worked for Hunter Douglas
Blinds for 10 years before co-founding
Interior Design Gallery with Niels. As a
result, the gallery offers the largest selec-
tion of Hunter Douglas Blinds in the city
and can special order custom blinds.

“We wanted to do something that
wasn’t being done and was very unique,”
William said. “We know our merchan-
dise is good because designers from
around the city are in here all the time.
We focus on buying well so we can sell at
good prices.”

Courtesy Interior Design Gallery

Interior Design Gallery

7825 Burnet Road

454-2626
www.interiordesigngallery.com

AUSTIN

REGIONAL
CLINIC

AustinRegionalClinic.com

Walk-in Physical Hours through July 2009

Tues. thru Thurs.

ARC Cedar Park
(512) 259-3467

ARC Far West
(512) 346-6611

ARC Hutto
(512) 846-1244

time of the visit.

8am - 10am 2:30pm - 4:30pm
ARC Anderson Mill ARC Kyle Plum Creek = ARC Discovery
(512) 250-5571 (512) 295-1333 (512) 528-2300
ARC Brodie Lane  ARC Pflugerville ARC Far West
(512) 282-8967 (512) 989-2680 (512) 346-6611

ARC Round Rock
(512) 244-9024

ARC South
(512) 443-1311

Patients must bring health insurance information and an
updated shot record in order to be seen. Patients must
be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian and will
be seen based on availablility. To avoid long wait times
and for other available days and times, call ahead for
an appointment. Visit AustinRegionalClinic.com for
additional information. ARC accepts most insurance
plans and offers discounts to cash-paying patients at the

Tues. thru Thurs.

ARC Kyle Plum Creek
(512) 295-1333

ARC North Hills
(512) 349-2588

ARC Round Rock
(512) 244-9024

| ARC-INFO (272-4636) | Se Habla Espafiol

Walk-in camp, school, and sports physicals

for school-aged children from age 5 through 17

ARC Walk-in Physical Locations

ung

Round Rock

Pflugerville
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Solo Trailer Lateries

1603 S. CONGRESS AVE.

By Eric Pulsifer

Since the iconic Airstream that houses Hey Cupcake! opened in September 2007, the
gravel parking lot next to Congress Avenue Baptist Church, 1511 S. Congress Ave., has
become more than spillover parking for Sunday morning churchgoers. Over the past
few months, the lot has grown into a dining destination, referred to by trailer owners
there as “SoCo Trailer Eateries” or “South Congress Trailer Park Row.”

Bill Gurasich, developer of the hotel Mansion at Judges’ Hill, is leasing the property
from Congress Avenue Baptist and plans to break ground on a 90-room boutique hotel
on the lot this fall, meaning the trailers will likely be gone by September. But that may
not mean the end of the SoCo trailers.

Vaiuz':o Cocina

QN6

The name Vaquero Cocina is Spanish for “cowboy kitchen,” and it's a
good indicator of what you'll get there: classic Texas fare with a
south-of-the-border twist. -

Jalapefo sausage, classic sausage or brisket are
available one of three ways: as a plate with P
sides ($9.25), as a sandwich ($7) or in e 4
a taco topped with coleslaw, cotija = ik
cheese, salsa, lime and jalapefio
or roasted garlic on a thick flour
tortilla ($5.25). Sides include
Cuban-style roasted corn on

the cob, sweet potato fries,
plantain chips, pinto beans and

From established restaurants looking for a new market to entrepreneurs seeking an
affordable way to break into the restaurant business, this randomly assembled col-
lective of trailers and trucks has turned into a community of small-business owners.
Many owners plan to open locations in the soon-to-be-constructed hotel, while some
hope to move elsewhere with other trailers from the lot to keep the mutually beneficial
community alive.

Aslong as you're up for fighting off the occasional grackle and bearing the summer
heat, the SoCo Trailers offer a unique dining experience, available for a limited time only.

oA Comment, read extended reviews and view more photos at more.impactnews.com/5012

Husband and wife Jacob and Erin Boone brought health-conscious mobile eatery Mambo
Berry to the trailer park earlier this year, but the couple started last summer, looking
to bring West Coast-style tart yogurt to Austin. While there’s not a shortage of
Pinkberry-esque yogurt spots around town now, Mambo Berry offers a few
S unique twists.

For one, Mambo Berry offers sides of Tacodeli’s sensational salsas —

= iy the fiery roja tomato salsa and the creamy, jalapefio-based heavenly

concoction known as doia sauce. Either one make Mambo Berry’s
three types of vegan tamales ($7) even more tempting. Two of the
three tamales are gluten-free, but regardless of whether buzz words
“gluten-free” and “vegan” are of any importance to you, rest assured
Mambo Berry’s tamales will satisfy even the most carnivorous,
gluten-loving of trailer park diners.

coleslaw.

The most unique dish served at
Vaquero Cocina, and perhaps

the entire trailer park, is the
roasted poblano pepper. A
Southern take on the chili

relleno, a poblano pepper is
packed with bacon cheese grits and
scallions ($5.50) or rice, green chilies
and shrimp ($6.50). The result is a creative
Tex-Mex treat unlike anything you'd expect to
come from a trailer kitchen.

Only one dessert awaits diners with a sweet tooth, but it's a doozy. Mary Jane’s Apricot
Fried Pie ($4.50) is made up of warm apricots inside a flaky crust sprinkled with powdered
sugar and cinnamon and topped with a scoop of Blue Bell ice cream.

b The /“ig/zty Cone!
LS 2

Bands aren’t the only thing to be discovered at Austin City Limits Music Festival. The
Mighty Cone! found fame over the years as a regular part of many ACL attendees’ diets.
A side project of acclaimed restaurant Hudson’s on the Bend, The Mighty Cone! shares
chefs and owners with its notoriously pricey parent — a hand-painted sign on the side of
the trailer proclaims, “The only time you can eat @ Hudson’s for under $10.”

Proving that Hey Cupcake! isn’t the only place deserving of dramatic punctuation, The
Mighty Cone! raises the bar for trailer food with its signature item, hot and crunchy fried
avocado wraps served plain ($4.95), with chicken ($5.95) or shrimp ($6.45) and topped
with creamy mango-jalaperio coleslaw and ancho chili sauce.

To the confusion of some first-time customers, The Mighty Cone! doesn't offer
sno cones, but wraps and most other menu items, such as chili-dusted fries with
roasted red pepper ketchup ($1.95), juicy beef sliders ($5.95) and the Death By
Chocolate Brownie ($2.95), are all served in a paper cone.

éo':nucopia

4
R
Cornucopia isn’t a new name for popcorn lovers — the gourmet
popcorn shop on The Drag has made a name for itself with an
impressive variety of popcorn, running the flavor spectrum from
dill pickle to watermelon. But Cornucopia is still a new kid on South
Congress, opening in the trailer park four months ago. Owners Nadia
Elhaj and Nikki Dugas pick the most popular of the 40 some odd flavors
at the original location to serve at the trailer and new flavors are brought in every week.

Unlike its brick-and-mortar counterpart, the Cornucopia trailer offers 40 flavors of shaved
ice from the Airstream to fight the summer heat.

“That'’s partially because when you're working in a giant oven, a sno cone sounds pretty
good,” Elhaj said.

The Airstream that started it all, Hey Cupcake! opened in September 2007 after a short
stint in a small stand on the UT campus. Not only does the cupcake stand continue to be
one of the busiest spots in the trailer park, Hey Cupcake! has become a tourist attraction
for out-of-towners seeking a sweet treat. With massive, moist cupcakes topped with
buttercream frosting ($2.50), Hey Cupcake! has seven flavors plus a variety of vegan cakes.

ﬂ‘ g @ Days closed
4
9 Cash only

Vegan options
‘ Freebies offered via Twitter




Transportation Report | Accelerate Austin
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By Eric Pulsifer

In an effort to patch up roads and
stimulate the local economy, the City of
Austin announced Accelerate Austin in
March. The project involves speeding
up $69.1 million worth of road improve-
ment projects.

Accelerate Austin will fast track street
repairs that were slated for design, bid
and construction in the 2006 bond pro-
gram approved by Austin voters. Paired
with $34.6 million in previously planned
projects, the city will be spending a total
$103.7 million on mobility improvements
through 2010.

City Manager Marc Ott said besides
the obvious benefits of improving trans-
portation infrastructure in a favorable
contracting environment, these projects
will provide the economy with a jump-
start by creating new jobs and work
opportunities.

“What’s important for us here in Aus-
tin is to take whatever actions we can lo-
cally to move this community forward,”

Current Accelerate
Austin projects

Completed Accelerate
Austin projects

Source: City of Austin Public Works Department

Ott said. “This is the right time and the
right economic climate to get these proj-
ects moving.”

Projects will be located across the city
and include road reconstructions, inter-
section improvements, sidewalks and
bicycle enhancements. The timeline for
completion of individual projects ranges
from months to years.

Besides bond funds, some Accelerate
Austin projects will be paid for by trans-
portation fees already collected in utility
bills, funds received from Capital Metro
and grants aimed to improve pedestrian/
bicycle access.

A total of 21 projects are in design.
Construction bids and award procedures
will be expedited in the process.

Three projects out of the bond program
have already been completed: MLK Bou-
levard from Rio Grande Street to Lamar
Boulevard, Cesar Chavez Street from
Brazos Street to San Antonio Street and
Oltorf Street from Congress Avenue to
S. First Street.

impactnews.com July 2009 | 9

HARDIPLANK - WINDOWS - ROOFS

Texas’ Largest Remodeler and Now
Texas’ Only ColorPlus® Technology Partner

‘“’" ColorPlus

&y Technology

*15 Year No Paint Warranty

Simonton
JD Power Award Winning Windows

SIMONTON :

Call Today For A Free Estimate

12-6-Sidi
512-6-Si1ding
www.alliedsidingandwindows.com
Allied Siding & Windows is now an Austin Energy Power Saver
Progmmm participating company, helping customers assess and
treat their homes for improved energy efficiency, comfort and value.
Valid on new business contracted from
7/10/09 to 8/13/09. Minimum requirements. Bw
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
100% Financing
. ®
e Allied

Arards For Enellenge
Ve of Dl bon
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Community Profile | City of Austin mayor

Interview by Tiffany Young

You have been criticized for wanting
to focus on core services instead

of innovation during an economic
downturn. Is there a balance?

I think you have to do both. I think it’s
going to be more of a struggle to maintain
core services during tough economic times,
but, at the same time, you have to be con-
stantly alert to opportunities for economic
growth. The two are not mutually exclusive,
in my opinion.

Do you have any specific budget plans?
We need to prioritize basic services
because we are not going to be able to do
everything, so we have to decide which are
the things that we have to do and which
are the things we can do without for a little
while. ’'m a proponent of making sure
we don’t cut back on safety services at the
street level. In other words, that we don’t
cut back on the number of officers, fire
trucks, EMS response units, etc.

How will you assure representation
outside of the central core of Austin?

I'm very conscious of that myself and as
we go through this exercise of appointing
board and commission members, I am
going to make particular effort to make
sure that we have geographic diversity on
our boards and commissions as well as
ethnic diversity.

How are appointment decisions made?
I've appointed people that I've never
met before, but I will say that the natural
process is most people appointed are people
that have been active in their community
and some members either know them or
they know who they are. I think you have
to be proactive in getting outside of that
box and looking for people. And I'm doing
that — I'm going to be looking for people
in far southwest Austin and far northwest
Austin and all over the city to try to get that
geographical diversity.

What do you see as the potential
benefits of single-member districts and
how can “ward politics” be avoided?

There comes a point in the growth of any
city where you simply outgrow the luxury
and simplicity of an at-large system. It just
doesn’t work anymore because people can’t
effectively run campaigns in the city.

I agree that is something to be concerned
about and I think the way to address that
is to have some at-large membership. The
mayor is going to continue to be elected
at-large, and I would like to see at least two
more at-large members.

How will you make difficult decisions
about developing environmentally
sensitive areas?

The same way I've done for the last nine

years — my council service, plus my service
on the environmental board — taking the
position that environmental, water and

air quality are values that we don’t want to
compromise. But there are ways to develop
property that don’t compromise those
values. As long as a developer is willing to
address those issues, in many cases, we can
wind up better than the status quo.

How can you balance maintaining
Austin’s local charm with new
development?

I think you start with the absolute — that
there are certain values in the city we’re not
going to compromise. Instead of finding
ways to change those rules, or find ways to
get around them, we just respect them and
build around them. And there’s plenty of
room to do that.

How will the city avoid a tech bubble-
like scenario going forward?

I think the key to avoiding the tech bub-
ble scenario is diversity. We’ve got to have
technical diversity; in other words, different
fields are involved, and we also have to have
different mentalities.

What will Austin’s next tech industry be?
I think this city is going to be concen-

trated in two general areas: renewable

energy and medical technology. I think

Lee Leffingwell

City of Austin mayor

City Hall, 301 W. Second St., second floor
www.ci.austin.tx.us/council/leffingwell.htm
974-2260

Education: graduated from the University of
Texas with a degree in mechanical engineering

that’s where we need to go to give us some
degree of diversity. The rest, I think, comes
about naturally by putting a big emphasis
on nurturing small local businesses and
diversity will naturally occur as a result.
About 70 percent of the people who work
in Austin work for a company that employs
fewer than 100 people. So, if we put our
effort where 70 percent of the people are,
then I think we have a better chance of
success than if we are concentrating on the
remaining 30 percent.

.

Are you looking to buy a new or used auto?
Refinance the one you currently own? Reward yourself and put some cash back into your account.

UFCU auto loan benefits include:

* Up to 1% rate reduction with our Membership Rewards Program

* We’ll pay you $50 when you refinance your vehicle with us*

* 100% loan financing and flexible terms**

* Special low auto loan rates between July I, 2009 and August 31, 2009
* Insurance Savings - Ask us for a free quote!

Visit your nearest UFCU branch or call (512) 467-8080 and find out how we could save you hundreds of dollars a month.

Membership eligibility required. * This does not apply to vehicles currently financed through UFCU. $50 credited to savings
account once loan is funded. **With approved credit.

-

Universit

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION /¢
ufcu.org



Neighborhoods
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start a dialogue between neighborhoods
and city officials on the future of the re-
gion. The group cited concerns about city
planners’ prediction that the region’s pop-
ulation could double in 35 years.

“There was a strong sense of mistrust
toward the city,” Zettner said “One reason
we started SN was to heal things and get
people to start talking again, and I think
we're nearly past that stage.”

At its most recent meeting, SN identi-
fied its “top priority of 2009,” a rails with
trails project that would increase connec-
tivity around the Crestview MetroRail sta-
tion. The organization also recently sent a
letter to the Austin Parks and Recreation
Department outlining requests for open
space to better support VMU districts.

While these efforts may seem small, City
Councilwoman Laura Morrison, who was
once the president of the Austin Neighbor-
hood Council, said local organizations like
SN are a great way for citizens to commu-
nicate concerns.

“If one person expresses concern to an
official, obviously [officials] want to be able
to understand that and respond,” Morri-
son said. “But if it is an organized concern,
you know it is affecting more than one per-
son. It can help the city understand how
broadly an issue is affecting people.”

Zettner admits to feeling defeated at

times, but said that something always
comes along to keep him motivated, such
as the recent city council candidate forum
SN organized that was one of the most
widely attended forums in Austin.

“We brought up issues like sustainability
and pocket parks and then we kept hearing
the candidates use those terms throughout
the rest of their campaign,” north central
Austin resident Joy Roberts said. “It was
obvious they paid attention and that we
were being heard.”

Developer participation

City officials are not the only ones work-
ing with citizens. When developers of Uni-
versity Park at the former Concordia site
proposed building the tallest buildings clos-
est to the neighborhood, adjacent neighbor-
hoods were quick to voice their concerns.
Developers listened and moved the build-
ings to the other side of the complex.

This is one success story that is part of a
developer trend of involving neighborhoods
in the planning process and reaching a com-
promise to avoid contention.

Capital Area Investors, the company re-
developing Anderson Village at the inter-
section of Burnet Road and Anderson Lane,
met with neighborhood associations before
purchasing the property and agreed to save
all of the open space in the development.

“It is not a matter of telling the neigh-
borhood what youre going to do as much
as it is asking questions and seeing if your
plans fit within their framework,” Capital
Area Investors founder Joe Lamy said. “If

Levolution Motors

MENTION THS AD FOR THESE
SUMVSRSEECAL S oo

AUSTIN'S PREMER
EUROPEAN & JAPANESE
AUTO REPAR SPECIALIST
FOR 30 YEARS

It's summer and our Kids are out.
Are you ready? Is your car ready
for the Texas heat and extra mies?
Don't get stranded in the sun! Our
factory trained technicians wil help
cool you and your car down!

453.5060

OSYAC: recharge & leakdown test

+ freon (reg #130)
Free with AC service

(S 16% OFF AC service
@< Cooling system: pressure & leak test
45 (reg #90) Free with cooling system service
S 16% OFF cooling system service
Q< Free check engine light scan
with any repair (reg #85)

/
S5 10% OFF senvices for new customers
Not o be used with other offers

you have proven you can work with neigh-
borhoods, that will make them open up
more and be more trusting. Once you have
established that trust, it makes everything
run much smoother.”

Lamy said he feels it is the developer’s
responsibility to contact communities and
that a compromise can usually be found.
McCarver said he feels citizens should be
involved regardless.

“I think [the neighborhoods] are forced
to get more involved,” McCarver said.
“You either do your own planning or get
involved in the planning, or somebody else
will do it for you.”

Wooten Neighborhood Association
President Adam Turner feels if citizens
were more involved, major problems could
be avoided.

“Having an active community allows
us as a collective to determine areas of
impact and engage with the city or affect-
ed party before it becomes a hot button
issue,” he said.

Most association presidents report
dwindling attendance unless there is a no-
table issue at stake.

“A neighborhood association doesn’t have
to just be about responding to the next cri-
sis,” Morrison said. “There is a lot of bond-
ing that goes on when you are fighting for
an issue, but it’s also nice when the pressure
is off so you can have neighborhood picnics
and enjoy life a little bit.”

oA Comment at more.impactnews.com/5017
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Neighborhood associations
<

Austin Neighborhoods Council
www.ancweb.org

Meets fourth Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m.
Austin Energy Building, 721 Barton Springs Road

Brentwood Neighborhood Association
www.main.org/brentwood

Meets first Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m.
North Austin Lions Club, 1103 Justin Lane

Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association
www.txinfo.com/brykerwoods
Meeting times and location vary

Hancock Neighborhood Association
www.main.org/hna

Meets each Wednesday of every odd month at 7 p.m.
Hancock Recreation Center, 811 E. 415t St.

Highland Park West Balcones Area Neighborhood Assoc.
www.main.org/hpwbana
Meets fourth Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m.

Austin Public Library Yarborough Branch, 2200 Hancock Drive

Hyde Park Association
www.austinhydepark.org

Meets first Monday of every month at 7 p.m.
Hyde Park Methodist Church, 4001 Speedway

0ld West Austin Neighborhood Association
WWW.0Wana.org

Meets first Tuesday of March, June, Sept. and Dec.
Clarksville Community Center, 1807 W. 11th St.

Rosedale Neighborhood Association
www.rosedale-na.org

Meets fourth Monday of most months at 6:45 p.m.

Austin Public Library Yarbrough Branch, 2200 Hancock Drive

Sustainable Neighborhoods

www.snaustin.org

Meets third Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.
Christian Village Apartments, 7925 Rockwood Lane

West Austin Neighborhood Group
www.westaustinng.com

Meets first Monday of every month at 7 p.m.

Austin Public Library Howson Branch, 2500 Exposition Blvd.

809 CAPITOL COURT REVOLUTIONMOTORS.COM

INTERVENTIONAL
PAIN ASSOCIATES (IPA)

Treat the problem, not the symptoms

FREE 20 MINUTE CONSULTATION
CALL TODAY 512-795-7575 or 512-795-7594

IPA offers advanced interventional pain relief for fibromyalgia, headaches, muscle spasms, neck pain,
low back pain, abdominal pain, cancer pain, CRPS and other acute and chronic pain syndromes. We

‘ are the only practice in town which offers diagnostic neural scan for nerve root compression.
Fibromyalgia Sufferers: We Do Diagnostic Tests for Fibromyalgia!

3-Course
Dinner
for Two

L 2R 4

*69

Austin | 300 Colorado St. | 512.495.6504 | SullivanSteakhouse.com

steakhoase ~

Sarosh Saleemi, M.D., Board certified in Pain management and Anesthesia
11111 Research Blvd, Suite: 370 - Austin, TX 78759

www.interventionalpainassociates.com
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Cheated on
Art History exam.

Forgot wedding
anniversary.

Donated blood
and saved two lives.

edeem
yourself.

Donate blood, save two lives and
make up for just about anything.

Donate blood through August 31 for a chance to win a AN I(IIIFEIEIIII("I%III\I'.:%'E'{IE\E
$1000 Simon Malls VISA® gift card.

Life is in your hands?

* The most unique products from over 300 brands*
¢ Largest Modern and Fashion forward
Selection in the City
¢+ The latest in LED Technology
* Modern Ways to go Green

» Best prices on energy saving products,
florescent refrofits, recessed and frack lighting

* Newly remodeled showroom designed for
Professional users and their clients

20% OFF BRING THIS AD IN AND RECEIVE
FOR YOUR IN-STORE LIGHTING DISCOUNT (/13,09

FANTASTIC

orary Lighting

PAN

In a cardiac emergency, keep your head

and your heart
_wiII follow.

If you have a heart emergency, don’t
panic. Just be prepared. Let the EMS
know you want to go to Heart Hospital
of Austin. We’re an Accredited Chest Pain Center,
which means we’re specialists at treating heart
emergencies. Our treatment time is faster than
the national average. And we’ve been ranked
#1 in Texas for overall cardiac services six years
in a row by HealthGrades. That can make a big
difference to your heart. So if you have a heart
emergency, just follow your best judgment. Tell
the EMS to take you to Heart Hospital of Austin.

To learn more, call 512-407-SAVE (7283)
or visit hearthospitalofaustin.com.

*k

W HEALTHGRADES®
" o suskea o s wisweans

HEART
HosPITAL
of AUSTIN'

3801 North Lamar Blvd. ® Austin, TX 78756
hearthospitalofaustin.com
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5 SunFlowers

Health care msssssssss—

n Serving a 46-county area, Dell
Children’s Medical Center of Central
Texas is the only freestanding children’s
hospital in the region. The 475,000 sq. ft.
hospital exceeded its five-year plan for
service within one year when the 58,000
expected emergency patients for 2008
was closer to 70,000. 324-0000
www.dellchildrens.net

H Seton Family of Hospitals
administrative offices house 600
employees and is the hub for Seton’s
Central Texas operations. 324-1000
www.seton.net

Education maasssssssssss——"

B The16-acre site of The University of
Texas Health Research campus contains
only the Dell Pediatric Research Institute,
which combines UT Austin’s expertise in
life sciences, pharmacology, technology
and other disciplines with the resources
of the Dell Children’s Medical Center.
www.datavise.net/dpri

Arts I

n Austin Film Society is a partnership
with the City of Austin and touts a
“competitively priced production
alternative to Los Angeles” Five full
stages ranging from 14,000 sq. ft. to
29,000 sq. ft. are available for filming on
these 20 acres. 322-0145
www.austinstudios.austinfilm.org

B The 15 blue metallic structures along
IH 35, dubbed SunFlowers, are both
solar panels and the largest art project in
Austin. The energy gathered will be used
to light the SunFlowers themselves and
the development’s hike and bike trails.

Retail messssssssssssss—s

E The Home Depot may fly The Home
Depot orange, but it is one of the most
environmentally green of the chains in
the nation, boasting a four-star rating. A
Mueller standard, every retail outlet has
to attain at least a two-star rating.
703-4110 - www.homedepot.com

Mueller’s Town Center on Aldrich
Street is envisioned as a “Main Street,” or
a place to meet friends for dinner and
live music, visit an artist’s studio, rent a
movie and then walk home afterwards.

ﬂ More than 20 national retailers,
including Best Buy, PetSmart, Which
Wich? and Chipotle call this 336,000 sq.
ft. of retail home.

Parks and Trails msssssssses

n Southwest Greenway/Lady Bird
Educational Gardens, located between
Anchor Lane and Tom Miller Street, is a
partnership with Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center in Southwest Austin
and is an effort to restore blackland
prairie with native plants.

T

Once the air traffic portal for
all of Central Texas, the Robert
Mueller Municipal Airport
site is now a mixed-use urban
development in the heart of
Austin. The 700 acres are a
public-private partnership
between the City of Austin
and Catellus Development
Group. It is envisioned as

a prime example of new
urbanism where people can
live, work, shop and play all
within walking distance.
www.muelleraustin.com

»,

Golf{Course] '

=3

AEROTECH &=
512-836-7312 |

m Lake Park is a 30-acre park designed
with a 6.4-acre lake. The remnant arch of
one of the old airport’s former hangars,
Browning Hangar, is now available for
events and gatherings.

Neighborhoods

Itis envisioned that 10,000 people
will eventually call Mueller home. There’s
a mixture of social strata, as about 25
percent of the homes are designated
affordable housing with assistance
possible from the Mueller Foundation.

Delwood Il is a neighborhood
adjacent to Mueller and is one of the
city’s most ethnically diverse. It was one
of the 16 neighborhoods consulted
continually during the formation of
Mueller redevelopment to ensure there
would be no citizen unrest.

Nonproﬁt |

m A nonprofit “village”is planned for 20
acres of land donated by philanthropists
Sara and Dick Rathgeber. The vision for
Rathgeber Village is to have multiple
charitable organizations operating closely
to better serve the local community.

Austin Children’s Shelter is nearing
completion of an eight-building
campus in Rathgeber Village. ACS
provides emergency shelter, longer
term residential care and family support
services. Family Eldercare’s roughly

Robert Mueller was elected city
commissioner in 1926 and died in
office just months later. He fell ill
while debating the city budget and
his friends and family wanted to
honor his contribution when the
airport opened a few years later.

1928 Voters approve bonds to build
airport

1930 Robert Mueller Municipal
Airport opens

1976 The city identifies Bergstrom
Air Force Base as the best site for
a new Austin airport as Mueller
becomes increasingly landlocked

1993 Voters approve bonds to build
the new airport

1999 Robert Mueller Municipal
Airport officially closes

2002 The city selects Catellus
Development Group as the master
developer and begins negotiations
on the master development
agreement

2006 Construction begins on
regional retail center

2007 First retail stores open, Dell
Children’s Medical Center of Central
Texas opens, construction begins on
single-family houses

$3.5 million project is expected to break
ground by the end of the year. The
nonprofit group provides services to
the elderly, people with disabilities and
caregivers. The new building will house
programs such as guardianship services
and will accommodate a large food
bank. www.austinchildrenshelter.org
www.familyeldercare.org

m The 28,500 sq. ft. Ronald McDonald
House is the first of its kind in the nation
to utilize solar power. It is the first
building in Austin and only the third in
the state to be built to LEED Platinum
standards. The Ronald McDonald House
provides lodging and support services to
families of critically ill or injured children
receiving treatment in Austin area
medical centers. www.rmhc-austin.org

E SEDL, formerly known as Southwest
Educational Development Laboratory, is
a nonprofit education research,
development and dissemination
corporation. Recent projects have
included helping states, districts and
schools meet goals set forth by the No
Child Left Behind Act. www.sedl.org

m A date has not been determined,
but the Austin Children’s Museum
plans to move from its Second Street
location to Mueller. The museum is
envisioned to be part of the town
center. www.austinkids.org
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City Council Notes | Recent news

Compiled by Staff

“Sea of Knowledge” by Kathleen Ash

Artin Public Places

The City of Austin Art in Public Places
added two new public artworks to the city’s
permanent art collection. The collection,
created by Austin glassartist Kathleen Ash,
was recently unveiled at the grand opening
ofthe North Village Branch Library at 2505
Steck Ave. The Art in Public Places pro-
gram allocates 2 percent of eligible capital
improvement project budgets to artwork.
Visit www.cityofaustin.org/aipp.

Austin Film Society

Austin City Council members voted to
renew a lease agreement with the Austin
Film Society over 20 acres of land at the
city’s former airport. The lease renewal,
which was approved during the council’s

NN A NS\ A\,
A SOLUTION TO

A FIB

A FREE SEMINAR

333 N. [H-35
Georgetown

La Quinta Inn-Georgetown

June 18 meeting, enables the film society to
continue using the former Robert Mueller
Municipal Airport for studio complexes.

Street closures

An amended ordinance approved by
the Austin City Council now requires that
event coordinators communicate details of
street closures to businesses and residents
in the affected area. If 20 percent or more
of those notified express concerns, the
proposed closures will be evaluated before
city council in a public hearing.

Police training campus named after
former Austin Mayor Roy Butler

In May, city council unanimously ap-
proved naming the Austin Police Depart-
ment’s Training Academy after former
Austin Mayor Roy Butler — the first Aus-
tin mayor elected by the public, serving
two terms from 1971-1975.

Upcoming Austin
City Council meetings

July 23, Aug. 6
Sessions begin at 10 a.m.
301 W. Second St.

Meetings are broadcast on municipal TV cable channel 6 and on
88.7 FM radio, starting at 1:30 p.m. Meetings are streamed live
on the channel 6 website, www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6. Visit
www.ci.austin.tx.us/council for more information, including
transcripts, schedules, agendas and archived video.

Brackenridge Tract

A high-density development

On June 18, University of Texas consul-
tants gave their final Brackenridge Tract
presentation to UT regents. The consul-
tants suggested getting rid of the 141-acre
Lions Municipal Golf Course while pre-
serving the ball fields operated by the West
Austin Youth Association.

The consultants’ preferred plan, dubbed
“Brackenridge Village,” calls for relocat-
ing the Brackenridge Field Lab to a site 20
miles east of the city and transforming the
tract into a development with almost 8,700
residential units, 900,000 sq. ft. of retail,
2.7 million sq. ft. of office space and at

least one hotel. The plan also includes sev-
eral parks and options for an elementary
school and university academics.

Major transportation upgrades would be
needed to execute the consultants’ vision,
including a new Lake Austin Boulevard,
ramps to improve access from MoPac and
about 20 lane-miles of new local streets.

In late June, Austin City Council ap-
proved a resolution calling for UT regents
to preserve Lions Municipal Golf Course by
selling it to the city, trading for city-owned
land or extending the golf course’s lease.

Construction on the new Bracken-
ridge development would start in 2013.
Visit more.impactnews.com/4906

Brackenridge by comparison

Brackenridge The Domain
Total site 450 acres 711 acres 304 acres
Open space not specified 140 acres 9 acres
Residential units 8,700 5,700 4,500
Non-residential land 2.7 million sq. ft. 4.2 million sq. ft. 6.1 million sq. ft.
Retail/commercial 900,000 sq. ft. 700,000 sq. ft. 2.1 million sq. ft.

56-acre UT field lab, Schulle
Branch Park, lakefront park

Other

88,000 sq. ft. medical plaza

Town center, film studios, Three hotels, 750 rooms

Numbers reflect the completion of all phases of each project.

Georgetown, TX 78628

Visit us at tcainstitute.com

trial Fibrillation (A Fib) is a
type of irregular heartbeat
affecting about 2.2 million
people in this country. Symptoms
are shortness of breath and
lightheadedness. Left untreated,
A Fib can lead to stroke.

The Texas Cardiac Arrhythmia
Institute is one of the world’s most
comprehensive centers dedicated to
the latest treatment advances for
correcting A Fib.

Join us for a seminar to learn
more about your options...
and get your life back.

Wednesday, August 5, 2009

Both seminars will be held at:
La Quinta Inn-Georgetown

333 N. [H-35

Georgetown, TX 78628

Thursday, July 23, 2009

. | Texas Cardiac Arrhythmia

To register for this free event call:
512.544.AFIB (2342)

Time: 7-8 p.m.

Speaker: Joe Gallinghouse, MD,
Cardiac Electrophysiologist,
Texas Cardiac Arrhythmia
Institute

Time: 7-8 p.m.
Speaker: Javier Sanchez, MD,
Cardiac Electrophysiologist,

Institute

TExXAS CARDIAC ARRHYTHMIA INSTITUTE

S*David's Medical Center




Energy audits

|1
benefits of making home energy improvements,”
Austin Energy spokeswoman Leslie Schneiwess
said, citing rebate programs offered for energy-effi-
ciency improvements.

Originally, the city planned to mandate that all
Austin homes be upgraded to a certain level of en-
ergy efficiency, but the Austin Board of Realtors and
many homeowners campaigned against the policy
with the slogan, “Motivate, don’t mandate.” The
resulting ECAD ordinance was made to motivate
homeowners and homebuyers to make improve-
ments without mandating energy-efficiency im-
provements.

“The benefit to Austin as a community will be we
won’t have to build two new power plants and our
taxes won’t be raised to build those power plants,
our environment will be that much cleaner and
people’s homes will be that much more comfort-
able,” Marler said.

Cost and time

Austin Energy believes audits will cost between
$250 and $300 based on a 1,800 sq. ft. home, but will
leave it up to auditors to determine the price based
on the market. Energy Action estimates about two
hours for completion of an audit and a starting cost
of $250.

Noncompliance with the ECAD ordinance will
result in a Class C misdemeanor, which will be for-
warded to the City of Austin legal department for
review and action. In Texas, Class C misdemeanors
can be fined up to $500.

Exempt and variances

Some exemptions will be given to newer homes
and facilities that have participated in Austin En-
ergy programs, keeping a seller from having to do
unnecessary audits. Sellers unsure if their home has
had energy updates in the past 10 years can contact
Austin Energy, which keeps records of energy au-
dits and energy-efficiency improvements made by
registered Austin Energy contractors. Also, homes
which will be demolished or dramatically renovated
can file a variance to avoid an audit.

Disclosure of audits

Included in the energy audits will be home speci-
fications, such as the type of cooling and heating
systems in place, as well as information on windows
and shading, attic insulation, air infiltration, heat-
ing and cooling air duct systems and appliances.
Each section of the audit includes recommenda-
tions, when necessary, on ways to improve the ef-
ficiency of the property and show if rebates are

available from Austin Energy on energy-efficiency
upgrades.

With this information disclosed to buyers, it is
expected that they will be able to compare similar
houses’ long-term energy costs and even use it as a
bargaining tool with sellers.

“Buyers don’t really know how to look at a house
for conservation — they just don’t know where to
start, and I think that a disclosure like this would
give them an interesting starting point and there
are many factors that make it appealing,” said Jus-
tin Marler, owner of Energy Action. “First is savings
on utility bills. Some people buy a house and they
are shocked at utility bills. This will address some of
that, but it’s a comfort thing as well. When a house
is energy efficient and when it’s not leaky, it’s more
comfortable and it’s easier to maintain comfort.”
Rebates

The audit will also show a homebuyer if there are
rebates available for energy upgrades on the newly
purchased home. Home Performance with ENER-
GY STAR Rebates covers up to 20 percent of the cost
of certain improvements — up to $1,575.

Rebates are available on improvements for air
conditioners or heat pumps, duct repair and seal-
ing, additional attic insulation, solar screens, win-
dow film, Low-E glass, caulking and weather strip-
ping, and attic radiant barrier/reflective material.

“There has never been a time in this community
or in the country where you could get more money
to help you make the energy-efficiency improve-
ments [to your home],” said Ed Clark, spokesman
for Austin Energy. “For instance, the two improve-
ments that end up being needed the most are addi-
tional attic insulation and duct repair, and you get
an Austin Energy rebate and a Texas Gas Service
rebate on both of those improvements.”

Certified auditors

In order to give energy audits, an auditor must be
certified through Residential Energy Services Net-
work or Building Performance Institute and be reg-
istered with Austin Energy. While there are a few
businesses that will be doing audits, most will be
individuals. The city already has about 80 certified
auditors and does not believe that the ordinance
will affect the housing market.

“If youre thinking about selling your home, do
[the audit] now,” Clark said. “It doesn’t matter if
youre selling your home in a year; if you have an
energy-efficiency improvement need and you make
it, you're just going to save money.”

oA Comment at more.impactnews.com/5016
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Energy facts 7N

How we use energy —
Energy costs can be the second-highest house-
related expense, after the mortgage. The typical U.S.
family spends almost $1,400 a year on utility bills
alone. A look at how the average house uses energy
can help to identify
where you
can save.

M 32% Heating 8% Fridge
13% Water heating M 5% Electronics
12% Lighting 5% Other appliances
11% Cooling M 5% Cooking

HM8% Other 1% Computers

How we lose energy

Studies by the U.S. Department of Energy show that 40
percent of a home's energy is lost due to air escaping
and infiltrating. This air enters the home in the form of
drafts through all sorts of openings and cracks. Here
are the primary sources of
air leaks in the
average
home.

M 31% Floors, ceilings & walls
15% Ducting
14% Fireplace
13% Plumbing openings

M 11% Doors

M 10% Windows

4%
2% Electrical outlets

Fans & vents

Source: Energy Action

Austin Pain

% WE’RE MOVING!
NORTH AUSTIN CLINIC
7307 Creekbluff Drive
Austin, Texas 78750

SOUTH AUSTIN CLINIC
2501 W. William Cannon Dr.
Suite 401

Austin, Texas 78745

A S S O C I A T E S specializing in head and neck pain

At Austin Pain Associates, we understand that there isn’t just one way to treat pain. In fact, a multidisciplinary approach is often the
most effective way to get your pain under control. We offer individualized treatment plans that include the physical, psychological, and
emotional aspects of chronic pain. Our goal is to help you get a handle on your pain and feel in control of your life again.

% NEW!
CEDAR PARK CLINIC
1401 Medical Parkway B
Suite 120
Cedar Park, Texas 78613

Austin Pain Associates welcomes

Dr. Craig DuBois,

Board certified neurologist

Robert P. Wills, MD

Brannon R. Frank, MD

John W. Wages, MD

D. Jonathan Bernardini, MD
Craig DuBois, MD

Laura K. Prewitt-Buchanan, MD
William C. Nemeth, MD

GEORGETOWN CLINIC
1229 Leander Road
Georgetown, TX 78628

www.austinpainassociates.com
512-416-7246
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Local History | IH 35

IH35in 1957, taken from Riverside Drive toward downtown

By Larry Willoughby

Anyone who lives in or travels to the
Austin area has, at some point, been on a
very congested stretch of highway: IH 35.

However, there was a time when that
stretch of motoring madness through
downtown was a tranquil and scenic
boulevard that evoked the small-town
feel of laid-back Austin. Just 50 years

-t
Automotive excellence in a click

ety

ago, that peaceful neighborhood street
was known as East Avenue. Today’s com-
muters would hardly recognize it.

The story of IH 35 begins as far back as
1839, when Judge Edwin Waller was on a
mission to locate a site for the new capital
city of the young country — a city named
for the recently deceased “Father of Tex-
as,” Stephen F. Austin. Waller found a site

on the Colorado River 30 miles upriver
from the settlement of Bastrop. As he laid
out the central city, Waller bounded it by
two north-south streets, West Avenue,
which still exists, and East Avenue.

Colorful and vivid descriptions of
East Avenue appear in every historical
reference about Austin. It was known as
“that tranquil tree-lined boulevard” that
served as the ideal roadway for a horse
and buggy view of downtown and the
Capitol. And just a few feet west of East
Avenue, picturesque Waller Creek (so
named by Judge Waller) flowed swiftly
down to the Colorado River.

Despite its postcard beauty, East Av-
enue came to symbolize one of Austin’s
historical dilemmas: it was the racial
divide. Deed restrictions kept African-
Americans and Mexican-Americans east
of the Avenue until actual segregation
laws were passed in the 1920s. The Civil
Rights Act of 1964 formally ended legal
separation of the races.

As early as 1946, Mayor Tom Miller
and the Austin Chamber of Commerce
began discussions to create an inter-
regional highway through Austin that
would connect it southward to San
Antonio and to Dallas-Fort Worth to the
north. Right-of-ways were purchased,
and some construction began in the early
1950s along the East Avenue corridor.

HAIL SALE at Roger Beasley Audi and Saab. Save THOUSANDS!!!
Why Buy a CertifiedPreowned.com Vehicle?

« Multiple Photos

« Detailed Information

« eBrochures with Detailed Information
» Online Payment Calculator

« Online Secure Credit Applications

« Find My Car Vehicle Search Tool

« Thoroughly Inspected and
Detailed Vehicles

+ 100,000 Mile Comprehensive
Manufacturer Backed Warranties

« HUGE Selection

« Inventory Updated Nightly

As is often the case with Austin politics,
neighborhood concerns were raised and
rumors abounded that a “submerged
super highway” was planned that would
radically change the character of this
historic street. That concern became
reality when the Interstate Highway Act
that funded America’s network of super
highways was passed in 1956.

In May 1962, IH 35 was officially
dedicated and opened to traffic. With
an upper deck completed in 1975, the
current highway is constantly undergo-
ing additions, loops and overpasses to
handle the ever-increasing traffic load.
And there are the endless studies and
proposals to address future needs that
thrust IH 35 into almost every political
debate on Texas transportation.

Next time you find yourself stranded in
a sea of automobiles in downtown Austin,
picture the scene a century ago: families
leisurely strolling the boulevard of East
Avenue, horses dragging carriages into
the bustling city, children throwing stones
into nearby Waller Creek. Those were the
good ol’ days, before IH 35.

Larry Willoughby, an associate professor of
history at Austin Community College, is the
author of four history books.

oA Comment and find links to related stories at
more.impactnews.com/5004

*Not quite enough room below to list all our vehicles. Check out our massive inventory online today!

AUDI 2003 ACCORD EX V6 71552 miles  $10,900 2006 MINI COOPER S 43188 miles  $16,995 2006 B9TRIBECA 40714 miles  $19,995 C
2002 A6 83064 miles  $9,495 2005 ACCORDSESEDAN 48477 miles  $13,875 2005 MINI COOPER S 33380 miles  $17,995 2003 IMPREZA WAGON 62040 miles  $10,995
2002 A6 83064 miles  $9,495 C 2008 ACCCRDEXV6 28408 miles  $21,775 MITSUBISHI TOYOTA

2007 A42.0T 32160 miles  $21,555 C HUMMER 2004 LANCER 54667 miles  $8,995 2007 CAMRY SOLAROV6 41919 miles  $13,165
2006 A3 2.0T SPORT 36775 miles  $21,775 C 2005 HUMPMERH3 48877 miles  $20,555 NISSAN 2005 AVALON XLS 41452 miles  $16,800
2006 A4 AVANT 2.0TQ 37899 miles  $24,555 C HYUNDAI 2009 ALTIMA 12210 miles  $19,995 2008 TUNDRACREWCAB 23800 miles $24,888
2006 CABRIOLET 1.8T 30489 miles  $25,888 C 2007 SONATA 42662 miles  $10,995 2006 FRONTIER 56360 miles  $11,995 VOLKSWAGEN

2006 A42.0TQS-LINE 28302 miles  $25,888 € INFINITI PORSCHE 1999 PASSAT GLS 81227 miles  $4,995

2007 A63.2Q 29280 miles  $32,775 C 2003 G35 SEDAN 75336 miles  $13,150 2004 911 CARRERA 41752 miles  $36,995 C 2003 JETTAGL 87634 miles  $6,995
2009 A42.0TQ 5239 miles  $32,888 € 2006 INFINITI G35 74896 miles  $15,888 2006 CAYMAN 11520 miles  $39,995 C 2005 PASSAT GLS 1.8T 50357 miles  $11,850
2007 Q7 3.6Q PREM. 20238 miles  $35887 C 2003 FX352WD SPT 53545 miles  $16,700 2006 CAYMAN 14360 miles  $39,995 C 2004 VW GOLFR32 70366 miles  $16,555
2006 S4 23551 miles $37,888 € JAGUAR 2008 CAYENNES 36522 miles  $44,995 C VOLVO

2008 A63.2Q 11356 miles $43,550 C 2005 XTYPE 29287 miles  $17,995 2005 911 13631 miles  $45995 C 2005 S401 ASR 42392 miles  $13,900 C
2008 A5 S-LINE 13000 miles  $48,888 C JEEP SAAB 2001 V70 112231 miles  $7,995
BMW - 2007 GCHERL.4X4 30713 miles  $15,888 2000 9-3 66113 miles  $7,995 2004 XC70 AWD 98082 miles  $11,995
2001 330CISPT 83277 miles  $12,900 KIA 2004 9-5 64993 miles  $11,800 = 2005 S401 ASR 40244 miles $15,525 C
2004 3251ASR 57520 miles  $14,900 2007 SORENTOLX2WD 25639 miles  $12,500 2004 9-5 ARC 56243 miles  $12,000 2005 V50 2.4l ASR 41215 miles  $15,950 C
2007 BMW 335ISEDAN 33153 miles  $29,995 LEXUS SATURN 2005 V702.4l1 ASR 28839 miles  $18,770 C
CADILLAC 2002 RX3002WD miles  $13,500 2008 ASTRA 11291 miles  $13,995 ' 2005 S60RAWD AT 41011 miles $18900 C
2006 DTS 45587 miles  $18,995 2006 LEXUS GS300 44836 miles  $24,770 SUBARU \ 2006 XC90 AT7ASRDVD 44620 miles  $21,995 C
2007 CADDILACCTS-V 10056 miles $31,775 2008 LS 460 9200 miles  $56,995 2006 LEGACYSPED 44571 miles  $14,995 C 2008 C30T5V1.06S 10500 miles  $21,995 C
CHEVROLET MAZDA 2008 IMPREZAI 11472 miles  $15995 C 2006 XC90 2.5T ASR7 39410 miles  $23,995 C
2007 TRAILBLAZER LT 50409 miles  $14,299 2005 MAZDA 6 |SEDAN 47759 miles  $11,900 2008 IMPREZA| 11472 miles  $15995 C 2007 XC70 32596 miles  $23,995 C
CHRYSLER 2008 3SGT SPT5SP 3020 miles  $18,980 2008 FORESTER 2.5X 29758 miles  $15995 C 2008 580 3.2 ASRSPT 10287 miles  $30,850 C
2004 PACIFICA AWD 82875 miles  $8,995 MERCEDES-BENZ 2008 LEGACY SPED 25232 miles  $15995 C 2007 C70T5 CONV 21964 miles  $30,995 C
FORD 2001 CLK 430 COUPE 76775 miles  $13,400

2005 MUSTANG CV5SP 55813 miles  $13,550 2003 SL500 SPORT 9608 miles  $39,995

2004 EXPLORERE.B. 67777 miles  $10,995 2008 GL-CLASS 11452 miles  $50,995

HONDA MINI

1999 ACCORD EX SDN 97228 miles  $6,995 2005 COOPER S 6SP 45469 miles  $16,800




Education Focus | New accountability standards for Texas
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By Patrick Brendel

Addressing subjects such as standard-
ized testing and “college readiness” levels,
Texas lawmakers revamped the state’s ac-
countability system for students and pub-
lic schools during the legislative session
that ended June 1. They also used federal
stimulus money to increase funding for
public schools by 3 percent.

Student testing

Third-graders will no longer be
required to pass the Texas Assessment
of Knowledge and Skills in order to be
promoted to the fourth grade, but schools
will still be held accountable for poor
TAKS scores by third graders. Students in
grades five and eight will have the same
promotion requirements.

Legislators altered the Texas High
School Recommended Program for
graduation, now allowing for six elective
courses. The new plan totals 26 credits.
The previous plan called for 24 credits,
with only two in electives.

Beginning with the ninth-grade class
entering high school in fall 2011, TAKS
will be replaced by 12 end-of-course ex-
ams (in math, science, English and social
studies) that students must pass in order
to graduate from high school.

The state will begin incorporating

Proud Supporters of Educati®n

AN ACCREDITED, 9TH-12TH COLLEGE PREP HIGH SCHOOL

WHERE YOU HAVE

“college readiness” levels (standards in
the four core subjects) when assessing
the performance of school districts and
campuses. High schools will be required
to increase the number of students show-
ing college-level skills in the end-of-
course exams. Students who achieve the
college readiness standard on the English
IIT and Algebra II exams will automati-
cally qualify for graduation.

School accountability

Schools will have more flexibility in
meeting accountability standards. The
state will now take student growth into
account when measuring a school’s
performance. School districts will be
allowed to meet state standards us-
ing either its most recent test scores or
with a three-year-rolling average of past
scores. Legislation also gives districts
some leeway on meeting accountability
indicators in case of an atypically poor
performance.

Lawmakers altered rules governing
state interventions and sanctions of pub-
lic schools. Campuses now have an ad-
ditional year after reconstitution to meet
accreditation standards and the option of
being repurposed instead of being closed.
The state education commissioner can

IN

CA
CONCORDIA
. ACADEMY +

«In 2009, the 22 seniors earned over
$1.5 million in scholarships!

+ 90% of students pass AP exams

« Small school environment, caring
Christian teachers, developing
servant-leaders.

$50 OFF ENROLUMENT Fe€

One coupon per new student enrolling in fall 2009.

3407 RED RIVER STREET - AUSTIN, TX 78705

> 248-2547 -+ WWW.CONCORDIAACADEMY.ORG

“B1e Wallah school

Grades 6th-8th

Academic

Excellence

Self-Reliance

Joy of Learning

www.wallahschool.org “=- 4301 Burnet Rd. Austin, Tx 78756

delay alternative management, repurpos-
ing and closure of a school by one year,

if he determines the campus is making
significant progress toward accreditation.
The commissioner is now prohibited from
requiring the name of a campus to be
changed.

Education funding

Legislators also passed a budget that
increased spending on public education
by $1.9 billion and included teacher pay
raises, but the White House administra-
tion has since raised questions about how
states can use federal stimulus funds for
education. Budget writers replaced state
spending on education with $3.2 billion
in stimulus money, freeing up those state
funds for other aspects of the budget.

U.S. Education Secretary Arne Dun-
can warned that federal funds could be
withheld from the state of Pennsylvania,
which used education stimulus funds in a
manner similar to Texas.

Unless the federal government disap-
proves of Texas’ plan, pay raises of at least
$800 will be given to public school teach-
ers, counselors, librarians, nurses and
speech pathologists.

High School @@

Recommended Program

Mathematics %

Science

Social Studies

Foreign Language

Physical Education

4
4.
4‘ English Language Arts
4.
2
I
I

Fire Arts
(Art, Music, Theater or Dance)

Elective Courses

46

26 Total Credits

oA Comment at more.impactnews.com/5007

Hyde Park Invites Your Family

": MEET THE PANTHERS!
+ High School Admissions Event
JULY 211 7:00PM

Tour the new High School Campus at Mopac
and Braker, meet faculty and staff, overview
athletics and extracurricular programs, and
hear about our $1,000 new student discount
and financial aid options!

Visit hpbs.org/Admissions for details
RSVP TODAY: admissions@hpbs.org

— 4 Hyde Park Baptist Schools

hpbs.org®

Save 50-70% on your custom framing

$20 ofl

any purchase

Conservation framing
Canvas stretching

Family heirlooms
& mementos

Needlework No minimum order.
Photographs & artwork No cash value.
Diplomas Expires 8/14/09

Sports jerseys
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CEDAR VIEW

Rehabilitation & Healthcare Center

—— WE’RE BUILDING A LEGACY OF HEALTHCARE—

We've created a new home for seniors to enjoy. Cedar View Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center provides a warm and
supportive environment for our residents to receive skilled health care personalized to meet their individualized needs.

B State-of-the-Art skilled nursing center

®  Convenient location, servicing the
Northeast Corridor of Greater Austin

B 24-hour nursing care provided by
licensed professionals

B  Long-term and Respite Care

®  On-site Physical, Occupational and
Speech Therapy

We accept Medicare, Medicaid and private
paying residents.

11020 DESSAU ROAD (BRAKER LN. EXIT OF IH35N) » AUSTIN, TX 78753

CedarViewHealth.com ¢« Admission Hotline (512) 731-8479

Taylor Morrison’s
Brodie Springs

A Community Set Apart from the Rest

512-291-0804

In the heart of southwest Austin, Brodie Springs is a new community

like no other. From the idyllic, meandering boulevards to the mature

20% 0 dnyﬁomeaccessoor landscaping and 26-acre greenbelt, Brodie Springs has the feel and

coupon

Excludes Farrow & Ball palntandwallpaper prestige of an established neighborhood. Combined with a highly
Expires éugust 29, 2009
TA0709

sought-after school district and close proximity to major freeways and

shopping, you are sure to find the perfect location for your family.

See Austin from our
point of view...

From the $360s

10501 Brodie SpringsTrail
Austin, TX 78748

Call us at 512-292-6186

Furnished Model 512.343.6533

www.bluffsatbalcones.com

OFF YOUR NEW HOME!

Bring this coupon with you to any of our communities
to receive $1,000 OFF the purchase of your brand new
Taylor Morrison home.

. The Bluffs at Balcones offers you the best of Austin:

A N OI'ﬂ'lWGSt Hllls city skyline views from the peaceful terrace of your
C R t Northwest Hills neighborhood home.

Omm l y A custom home feel in a townhome setting!

With City Views Ex_clusive gated, Igaintained communitiy.

Private elevator with each 3-story unit,

. taylor
taylormorrison.com morrison . . ..

Homes Inspired by You V).
Buyer must present this Coupon upon initial visit. Sales contracts must be written

by July 31, 2009 and contract must successfully close. Coupon cannot be combined
with any other coupon. Offer runs from June 1 - July 31, 2009.

intimate courtyard with each 2-story unit. a4
Kitchen Aid appliances, all-wood plank | [ G B o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e 2
flooring, granite/caesarstone counters, spa-
inspired master shower with frameless glass.
- 4 STARS GREEN CERTIFICATION PENDING! . -ta |or )
) 4 taylormorrison.com morrison ...

Only 4 units left in the first phase, priced from
the mid $300s to the $500s. Sales office open

BLUF F S 7 days a week! Homes Inspired by You

) @ All rights reserved. All lots subject to prior sale. Taylor Morrison reserves the right to change the terms of
BALCONES H P the offer at any time. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Representative for more details. All rights reserved.

spicewood -ﬂﬁ- Habitat
A CONDOMINIUM COMMUNITY Em WURITIES R ©2009 TM Homes of Texas, Inc.

6533 East Hill Drive  Austin, TX 78731  near Far West Blvd. and North Mopac Expressway




impactnews.com July 2009 | 19

Residential Real Estate | Neighborhoods at a glance

dgemont /8703 Ma rket Data Provided by the Austin Board of Realtors

This eclectic neighborhood offers a little
bit of everything with its proximity to
downtown, campus and MoPac. Fanciful
homes litter large lots with big trees.
Schools

« Casis Elementary School

+ 0. Henry Middle School

« Austin High School

On the market* (June 1-30)

Number of homes for sale/ Avg. days on market

78701 78703 78704 78731 78751 78756 78757
Lessthan $149,999  9/80  10/14  19/60  9/73 9/90  5/76  33/107
$150,000-$199,999  11/71  11/52  38/91  8/57  12/72  8/64  15/134
$200,000-$299,999  40/127 42/125 70/96  17/58  38/87  16/72  53/93
$300,000-$399,999  48/93  44/143 82/108 32/69  26/89  16/93  40/68
$400,000-$499,999  21/129 34/110 55/99  38/82 11/120 12/85  9/94
$500,000-$599,999  14/162 39/100 38/100 24/121  8/74  5/90  3/68
$600,000-$799,999  13/198 44/142 39/116 45/93  6/107  8/94 -
$800,000-$999,999  11/226 47/112  10/98  13/71 - - -
$1 million + 21/230  57/131 14/125  22/82 - - -

Featured homes

n 1503 Northwood Road $749,900 E 1514 Northwood Road $649,000 Monthly home sales

3 Br/2Ba| 2,401 sq. ft. 451-2422 4 Br/3 Ba| 2,340 sq. ft. 423-0456 Month Number sold/Median price

Agent: Bell Kessler, Gottesman Residential Agent: Dave Bair, Prudential Texas Realty 78701 78703 78704 78731
June 2009 7/5$262,000 19/$575,000 40/$287,500 30/$387,500
June 2008 12/$273,700 30/$475,150 51/$300,000 53/$376,900
Month Number sold/Median price

78751 78756 78757
- June 2009 19/$325,000 16/$297,500 33/$240,000

B 1605 Northwood Road  $1,800,000 n 1506 Westover Road $595,000 | June 2008 21/$319,000 20/$319,500 43/$265,000

4 Br/3.5Ba | 5,200 sq. ft. 468-5753  4Br/2Ba| 2,268 sq. ft. 338-0938

Agent: Francie Little, AvenueOne Properties Agent: Paula Adkins, Paula Adkins RE *Market data include condominiums, townhomes and houses.

Exceeding Expectations!
A Great Time fo Buy!

* Thinking of buying? Do so now before
the market tightens up further!

* Austin’s market is steady and strong
compared to the rest of the nation.

* As we bottom out, an increase in 3 3 9
demand will raise our prices again- What are you d01ng thls fall.
Consider purchasing now! There’s still time to register for ACC’s fall semester.

Call me if you are gearing up to purchase!

Ruth E. Vela R

mba, abr Realtor

512-964-3434 Mobile o, di 2K AusTIN
512-476-1591 office pre5| 10 Check the course schedule COMMUNITY
www.presidiogroup.com group online at austincc.edu. CQLSI;EGCET

velaruthe@yahoo.com

Home Ownership is an

Investment in Your Future.
Get the facts from your REALTOR’ today.

There aren’t many investments that have held their value like Central Texas real estate. In fact, the average Central Texas home
purchased just six years ago has appreciated 20 percent. With plenty of homes available and interest rates at 40-year lows, now
may just be the best time for you to move up. Why not learn how you could build wealth through Austin real estate today?

Consult with your Austin REALTOR" to learn

*
a ustl n oma more or visit www.AustinHomeSearch.com.
Sea rc .Com BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE AUSTIN BOARD OF REALTORS®
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SKRUN & GALA
AUGUST 6, 2009
REGISTER TODAY!

The Trall
Foundation

PRESENTS

Maudies

TEX-MEX

MOONLIGHT MARGARITA RUN

VMN I J V1L I\ 1A, VN VIO 4V i, v DDilivi

WWW.THETRAILFOUNDATION.ORG

Surplus Wdarehouse

Build More. Spend Less.
with prices this good,

'  REDERAL CREDIT UNION
WWW.ATFCU.ORG ~ 512.302.5555
115} AUSTiINIMETIROI IO CATIONS]

’ R
' 4
these Lttemes wow’t Lastl! HOME EQUITY AUTO BUSINESS
- N . LOANS LOANS LOANS
'm::?e“ Benver Sl And Get T ' pREllg:fsE“:f’LEcJ'l‘gr“?;"“ 5 2 90 * 3 990 * 5 8 50 ek
. CABINETS IN-STOCK! . %o . /o . /o
‘o% m’ — 10 YEARS UP TO 60 MONTHS 5 YEARS
Your Eirst i 9 6
=S n P 504 %* 4025%* OOO%***
g B L A 15 YEARS 66 MONTHS 10 YEARS
 Barcain Bucke 8 Counter 7P 6
pon e sk Al < Tops 5.80+ 4,500+ .2 5o/
* Special Dicounts  Money N Y Compare At $86.40 cach 20 YEARS 72 MONTHS 15 YEARS
\_ & Programs Saving "OG“P’ save $16.40 Y, Plus No Closing Costs!** New or Used 20 Year Amortization
N\ > MONEY CERTIFICATE CERTIFICATE
Round MARKET OF DEPOSIT! OF DEPOSIT?
Commode ALl El
i 4199 » 9 1.3V 1.800  1.9690
Compare At $49.00 each .-!'/ Vanity To ) $25000 to $74999 6 MONTHS 6 MONTHS
save $7.01 Pedestal e P Starting at
b 9] 99 1.50 0w 2,070 2,27 o
. Sa e A eacl
hite, 34,'65 save $17.01 $75000 to $124999 12 MONTHS 12 MONTHS
Lavatory fixtures = J
Faucet 00T Ham it o quai I stock 1.7 Gopprn 2. 420 257 g

2 handle
without pop-up
Compare At $22.84

save
$10.85

T Starting at

5 2 95
b || XY |

7434 N. Lamar Bivd., Austin, TX (512) 380-0600 OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.- 5:30

$125000 and ABOVE

Min. Daily Balance $2K Req.

24 MONTHS

'Min. Deposit of $1000 Req.

24 MONTHS
2Min. Deposit of $95K Req.

RREE|BUSINESSIE&RERSONALCHECKING)  250:k F,R«EE|ATIM»S,;‘:

*ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE. ALL RATES ARE EXPRESSED “AS LOW AS”. ACTUAL RATE MAY VARY DEPENDING ON CREDIT QUALIFICATIONS. **AUSTIN

p.m., Sat. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Prices good through July 31, 2009. We reserve

TELCO WILL PAY ALL STANDARD CLOSING COSTS ON HOME EQUITY LOANS BELOW $100K. ADDITIONAL NON-STANDARD FEES WILL BE THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE MEMBER. ***RATE APPLIES TO 1ST LIEN COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE LOANS WITH A LOAN TO VALUE OF 80% OR LESS;
CONSTRUCTION/DEVELOPMENT LOAN RATES/TERMS MAY BE DIFFERENT. NO PRE-PAYMENT PENALTY. ****ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD. PENALTIES —— %

FOR EARLY WITHDRAWAL MAY APPLY. ALL APR'S, APY’S AND TERMS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS. THIS | ENDER

E the right to correct printing errors. Visit us onfine at: www.surplus-warehouse.com

LEDUCATION
FOUNDATION

je= CREDIT UNION IS FEDERALLY INSURED TO AT LEAST $250,000 PER MEMBER BY THE NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION. il
N AR AR A AT DR 1 b L T O R T P U T T U P

Larly enroliment pricingenas soon!

Helping you earn, save, invest
and spend more wisely. Hosted by:

For more information, contact

Craig Moritz - 113-464-4459

Junior _
austinmoneyshow.com

Achievement’



