
Austin’s landscape changing to accommodate clean energy

By Patrick Brendel
Austin’s next big economic 

engine could run on solar power 
and batteries.

Researchers have invested de-
cades of research into “clean tech-
nologies” like advanced batteries 
and renewable energy, and now, 
billions of federal dollars are up 
for grabs to make clean tech a re-
ality. Competing with cities across 
the country, Austin has a narrow 
window of opportunity to capital-
ize on a rapidly maturing “green” 
industry that has the potential 
to be as important to the region 
as software and semiconductors, 
proponents say.

“I think it’s going to surprise 
people how quickly it gets off 
the ground and starts having a 
significant impact,” said Jose Be-
ceiro, director of Clean Energy 
Initiatives for the Greater Austin 

By Mark Collins
The Pecan Street Project is an 

initiative charged with explor-
ing the challenges Austin faces 
in constructing a modern energy 
system, or “smart grid.”

The project’s goal is to provide 
Austin with 300 megawatts, a 
power plant’s worth, of renew-
able, clean energy, generated en-
tirely within Austin city limits. 

“The Pecan Street Project will 
bring together the best talent 
from Texas and across the na-
tion to address the infrastruc-
ture, technology and policy chal-
lenges that stand between us and 
a cleaner, reliable, affordable and 
modernized electricity system,”  
Mayor Pro Tem Brewster Mc-
Cracken said.

The project is a partnership 

CONTINUED ON | 8 CONTINUED ON | 15

CONTINUED ON | 13

By Mark Collins
For nearly 40 years the Seaholm 

Power Plant on Cesar Chavez 
provided energy for residents. 
Now on the verge of a major 
transformation, the power plant 
will serve Austin in a completely 
different capacity. 

“It is a magnificent building, 

Planned Seaholm Development puts 
retired power plant to different use
Story Highlights

Power plant undergoes transformation to retail, office space and event center•	
Hotel and retail buildings will be linked to power plant by 1-acre plaza•	

it is an iconic symbol and it 
is one of the most interesting 
spaces I’ve ever been in,” said 
local architect Sinclair Black, 
who founded the group Friends 
of Seaholm to ensure the plant 
would be protected.

The Austin Aztex, a United Soccer 
Leagues First Division team, started 
its inaugural season in March at 
Nelson Field and will play games 
through September. | 5

Local legislators have filed major 
bills and are seeing them through 
the legislative process. | 12

Austin Police Chief Art Acevedo 
speaks out on the budget and the 
use of new police technology.  | 17

Appraised home values will be 
delivered to homeowners in early 
April. Protests should be filed with 
the Appraisal Review Board by the 
end of May. | 16
 

Hill-Bert’s Burgers, the iconic 
Austin eatery, opened a third 
location in March on Burnet Lane. | 4 

Austin Baby Store moved into a new 
home on South Lamar Boulevard. 
Run by moms, the store provides a 
community forum for ecologically 
responsible, sustainable parenting.
more.impactnews.com/3927

Accelerate Austin, an initiative 
aimed at speeding up the timeline 
of necessary road projects, was 
announced by City Manager Marc Ott. 
more.impactnews.com/3645

CommUnityCare, formerly 
Community Health Centers, is now a 
nonprofit healthcare organization that 
plans to add additional services to its 
18 Austin-area clinics.
more.impactnews.com/3727

What’s News    

What’s Online    
www.impactnews.com

Chamber of Commerce.
Position to succeed

“Geographically, the winners 
and losers are going to be sorted 
out in the next 24 months,” said 
state Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin, 
who chairs a House committee re-
sponsible for creating tech jobs.

Austin’s geography is one of 
several attractions for clean-tech 
companies, Beceiro said, citing 
the city’s location on the IH 35 

Transition to ‘clean tech’ 
industry will continue 
to fuel local economy

Pecan Street Project could 
change the way people 
use and receive energy
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april 18  SafePlace Field Day and Festival
Live music, entertainment, games, crafts, 
activities and family fun benefit to end sexual 
and domestic violence. | 5

april 28  Americans with Disabilities Act 
Workshop includes guest speakers and a panel 
on rights in the workplace. | 5

What’s Ahead    Largest distributed newspaper 
in Central Texas
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corridor, midway between the 
Port of Houston and west Texas 
wind farms. The prevalence of 
Texas sun is another plus, as is 
the presence of University of Tex-
as researchers — some of whom 
invented the very same technolo-
gies now being commercialized.

The area’s high-tech culture 
also is a welcome sign to clean-

Valence Technology Chief Financial Officer Ross Goolsby with a next-generation lithium battery

A rendering of the proposed Seaholm Development at Cesar Chavez Street and Lamar Boulevard
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Lee Leffingwell Brewster McCracken

Josiah IngallsDavid A. Buttross Carole Keeton Strayhorn

CITY of
AUSTIN
MAYORAL
RACE 2009

For the first time in six years, Mayor Will Wynn will not be at Austin’s 
helm. Among the potential mayoral candidates is a former mayor, 
two current city council members and two unproven visionaries. 
From this group will come Austin’s next leader, a mayor that will be 
looked to for guidance as the city faces a time of great uncertainty. 

Four spots on the city council are also up for election this year. 

For candidate bios and 
information on each 
candidate’s most important 
issues, see the election 
guide on page 10.

impactnews.com/vote09

impactnews.com/vote09
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You have so much to gain from losing.

Obesity is something that many people struggle with everyday, 

not just physically but emotionally.  If you’re overweight and 

want to make changes in your life, our Weight Loss Surgery 

Seminar Series is a step in the right direction.  With the help 

of our dedicated team of healthcare professionals, you’ll 

find out exactly how much you have to gain from losing. 

TO REGISTER CALL: 512.544.LIFE �5433�

WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY 
SEMINAR SERIES

ST. DAVID’S MEDICAL CENTER
919 E 32nd Street, Austin, Texas 78705

April 23rd, May 7th & 21st, June 4th & 18th

6:30pm - 8:00pm
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I worked as a manu-
facturing manager in the 
high-tech field for several 
years after college. It was a 
time when technology in 

Austin was booming, although eventu-
ally my division was moved to Malaysia. 
Many people have felt the effects of a 
slowing high-tech industry, but Austin 
has been proactive in looking for ways to 
foster a new industry to remain innova-
tive and keep employment high.

 At several recent events, I have heard 
panelists and guest speakers reference the 
“green industry” or “green collar jobs.”  
It only makes sense with the high-tech 
industries here, a highly skilled workforce 
and our local universities, that Austin has 
plans to be adaptable with the changing 
technology.  I was also interested to learn 
that the Austin Chamber of Commerce 
has a person solely dedicated to Clean 
Energy initiatives.

The Pecan Street Project is one innova-
tive way that Austin is proactively looking 
for solutions and planning for the future. 
It is encouraging because the people 
who may have lost jobs in the high-tech 
field are likely to be well-equipped for 
similar jobs in the green energy or clean-

technology field.
Because of these exciting changes in 

the city, the city council and mayoral 
race have significant ramifications. We 
have an election guide on page 10 to help 
you make your decision. Additionally, 
impactnews.com/vote09 will have elec-
tion coverage and results as they become 
available.

I encourage you to become informed 
and take the time to vote. I also would 
like to mention the Austin Relay for Life 
benefiting the American Cancer Society. I 
also worked there for a year, and I believe 
most Austinites can say they, or someone 
they know, have been personally affected 
by cancer. The Central Austin Relay is 
April 24. If one person from every home 
or business who receives this paper would 
donate $1, the event would raise an extra 
$80,000. Visit www.austinrelay.com, click 
on “view teams” and then click “Commu-
nity Impact” if you accept my challenge.

Karin Shaver
kshaver@impactnews.com
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Community Impact Newspaper is Central Texas’ 
fastest growing news organization. Founder 
John Garrett grew up in the Austin area and 
since launching the first paper in Round Rock 
and Pflugerville in 2005, our mission has been to 
provide useful information to the communities 
we serve. Now distributing to more than 384,000 
homes and businesses in six markets, the papers’ 
commitment to local, unbiased reporting has 
become a recognized brand. At a time when print 
media are on the decline, Community Impact 
Newspaper has restructured an old product — 
the community newspaper — and turned it into 
an important tool by providing readers useful, 
informative news.

SubscriptionsReader feedback from the web    

Transportation 

Education

Health care

Other

State budget 
Poll results from March 2009 

Subscribe to weekly e-mail newsletters at
www.impactnews.com/emailupdates

 Which statewide issue do you feel affects you and your family most?

26.1%

23.9%

23.1%

14.2%

12.7%

AUSTIN’S
Choice for
LUXURY

9910 Stonelake Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
(512)343.3400

TOLL FREE (800)90.LEXUS
www.LexusofAustin.com

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.
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Central Austin Community Impact 1 Shred Day
From 8 a.m.-2 p.m. April 18, mobile 
shredding trucks from Austin Shred will 
be at the Austin High School parking 
lot, 1715 W. Cesar Chavez St., so area 
residents can dispose of personal records 
at no cost. Households can bring up to 
five file boxes for shredding. In lieu of 
payment, residents can bring monetary 
donations for the Capital Area Food 
Bank. Call 974-9045.

2 Better Chedd’s
Chedd’s, a Denver-based restaurant chain 
specializing in grilled cheese sandwiches, 
is set to open in the Triangle, 4600 W. 
Guadalupe St., and is aiming for a 
June 1 grand opening. The restaurant 
offers dozens of melts featuring different 
kinds of meats and cheeses. Visit 
www.chedds.com.

3 Music Cafe
Owners Lefty Karamolegkos and Tony 
Petropoulos plan to open Music Cafe 
- Cafe and Wine Bar at 2050 S. Lamar 
Blvd. in April. The bar will be open 
8 a.m.-2 a.m. seven days a week. The 
atmosphere will change from a coffee 
shop and lunch establishment during 
the day to a lounge at night. It will 
serve pizzas, paninis, beer, wine, coffee, 
cappuccino, sake and cheese plates and 
have laid-back music or DJs. Call 326-
8742 or visit www.austinmusiccafe.com.

4 Radio Room goes live
The Radio Room, 508 E. Sixth St., opened 
in March in time to host SXSW acts. The 
club, with a capacity of 1,000 people, is a 
new large venue for live music. It is owned 
by Transmission Entertainment, which also 
operates downtown establishments Club de 
Ville, The Mohawk and Red 7. Visit 
www.transmissionentertainment.com.

5 Go, baby, go!
Locally owned restaurant Baby Greens 
plans to open its third location in April at 
800 Brazos St. The restaurant, which has 
a drive-through window, specializes in 
salads and wraps for folks on the fly. Call 
462-1697 or visit www.ilovesalads.com.

6 Sicc Austin on SoCo
Owner Anita Darash relocated her Sicc 
Austin cabinetry store in April to 2900 
S. Congress Ave., Ste. 100. Darash said 
the cabinets she sells are made in Europe 
from eco-friendly materials, like recycled 
wood and metals, and do not contain 
formaldehyde. Call 529-1008 or visit 
www.sicccucine.com.

7 Smells like pie
Pie Slice Bakery, which opened in 
mid-December at 2024 S. Lamar Blvd., 
plans to double its seating capacity to 
accommodate about 20 people. Owners 
Martin Abundis and Vicente Jaramillo 
have years of experience in the Austin 
restaurant industry as head chef and sous 
chef, respectively. The bakery sells cakes 

and pies whole or by the slice, fills special 
orders for events and does catering. It also 
offers breakfast tacos, small pastries and a 
small lunch menu. Call 444-6644 or visit 
www.pieslicebakery.com.

8 Moving lights
D&W Lighting is relocating to 6318 
Burnet Road, Ste. B, by the end of May. 
Owner Bruce Wolfe sells custom iron 
fixtures and sconces, lampshades, lighting 
and lighting accessories, and also repairs 
lamps and chandeliers. Call 320-5430 or 
visit www.dandwlighting.com.

9 Coffee’s on
The world’s oldest privately held coffee 
retailer is opening its first store in Texas. 
The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf, founded in 
1963 on the West Coast, will open in late 
May at 221 S. Lamar Blvd., with a future 
location planned for 3724 N. Lamar Blvd. 
The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf is credited 
with creating ice-blended coffee drinks 
and popularizing chai latte and tea latte 
drinks in the mid-’90s. Visit 
www.coffeebeanaustin.com.

10 Blu at 360
Blu, a locally owned European concept 
café, opened Dec. 6 on the first floor of 
the 360 building, 360 Nueces St. Owner 
Shannon McGill said Blu (the Italian 
spelling of “blue”) serves fine Lavazza 
coffee and espresso drinks and also has 
a full bar with 20 specialty martinis. The 
café also offers Italian-style pizzas, crepes 
and cheesecakes and hosts movies and 
live music. Call 904-5666 or visit 
www.bluaustin.com.

11 Yummy yogurt
Owners Ji and Seung Park held a grand 
opening March 28 for their Yummy Yo 
nonfat frozen yogurt shop on the first 
floor of the 360 building, 360 Nueces 
St. The shop has a variety of flavors, 
including plain, raspberry and green tea, 
and toppings like fresh fruits, candies and 
cookies. Call 473-8499.

12 Hill-Bert’s goes to Burnet
The iconic Hill-Bert’s Burgers opened a 
third Austin restaurant March 30 at 7211 
Burnet Road, owner Hilbert Maldonado 
said. The Burnet location will feature the 
original cooker and broiler used to make 
burgers for 35 years at the original Hill-
Bert’s, which closed Sept. 29. Call 452-
2317 or visit www.hill-bertsburgers.com.

13 ACC parking garage update
Construction of a seven-story parking 
garage on the Austin Community 
College-Rio Grande Campus, 1212 
Rio Grande St., is about halfway to 
completion. Construction began in 
August and is expected to be finished in 
the fall. Call 223-4222 or visit 
www.austincc.edu/rgc for more updates 
or to comment on construction.
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News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Calendar events for print must be submitted by the 22nd 
of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas 
calendar online at www.impactnews.com.

Community Events    

April 
11| Yellow Bike Project Workshop
Hands-on bicycle repair and maintenance
Austin Public Library Windsor Park, 5833 Westminster Drive
11 a.m.-1 p.m. • Free
928-0333 • www.cityofaustin.com/library

16 | “Toast to Awareness”
Wine tasting and silent auction benefits the Angelheart 
Children’s Shelter
4404 Mirador Drive
6:30-8:30 p.m. • $40 individual, $75 per couple
310-1402 • www.angelheartshelter.org

18 | SafePlace Field Day and Festival
Live music, entertainment, games, crafts, activities and 
family fun benefit to end sexual and domestic violence
Fiesta Gardens Park, 2101 Jesse E. Segovia
11 a.m.-4 p.m. • $5, children 12 and under free
481-9255 • www.safeplacefieldday.org

22 | Hill Country Conservancy Earth Day concert
Wild Sweet Orange opens for Guster, DJ Manny after party
Stubb’s, 801 Red River St.
6:30 p.m. • $32-$35
www.hillcountryconservancy.org/guster

22-26 | Art Week Austin
Citywide visual art events including tours, talks and more
Public Art Bike Tour: April 22-26 at 8:30 a.m. and noon
Barrels Across Texas: April 23
Umlauf Garden Party: April 23 from 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Pecha Kucha Night Austin: April 23 at 7:30 p.m.
Art After Dark Austin: April 25 from 7-11 p.m.
Other event times and locations vary. Most events are free.
481-8600 • www.artallianceaustin.org

28 | Americans with Disabilities Act Workshop
Workshop includes guest speakers and a panel on rights in 
the workplace and the new ADA Amendments Act.
Mexican-American Cultural Center, 600 Red River St.
8 a.m.-noon • $50
974-3256 • www.cityofaustin.org/ada

14 Homes made easy
Canadian-based rent-to-own retailer 
Easyhome held a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony April 4 to open its first Austin 
location, 2407 S. Congress Ave. Easyhome 
operates more than 200 stores offering 
electronics, furniture and appliances. 
Visit www.easyhome.ca.

15 Laser hair removal
Offering laser hair removal and skin 
tightening services, Novopelle opened 
recently at 2210 S. First St., Ste. G. Call 
462-1433 or visit www.novopelle.com.

16 Apothecary opens downtown
Natural apothecary and spa Sabia has 
expanded to a new location at 1213 
W. Fifth St. The spa, owned by Jessica 
Slutsky, is now offering additional 
services, like acupuncture, massage 
therapy, microdermabrasion and eyelash 
extensions. Call 469-0447 or visit 
www.sabia.com.

17 Apple of my eye
Apple Annie’s café is set to reopen May 
15 at 319 Congress Ave. under the new 
name Annie’s. The catering and bakery 
departments continued operation while 
the café was closed. Call 472-1884 or visit 
www.appleanniescatering.com.

18 Snack attack
Owner Bethany Andree hopes to open 
Snack Bar, 1224 S. Congress Ave., in mid 
to late April. A diner by day and lounge at 
night, Snack Bar will offer a full breakfast 
and lunch menu and tapas in the evening, 
as well as a selection of wines and beers. 
The food will consist of local and organic 
ingredients as much as possible, Crawford 
said. Visit www.snackbaraustin.com.

19 New Dirty Dog digs
Owner Blaire Smith said her Dirty Dog 
self-serve dog wash and grooming business 
is set to move from 3411 N. Lamar Blvd. 
to 3016 Guadalupe St. in mid to late April. 
Smith said the new location has a custom-
designed interior. Call 453-3647 or visit 
www.dirty-dog.com.

20 Parts & Labour relocates
Parts & Labour, a store offering 
handmade goods by Texas designers, 
opened March 13 at a new location, 1117 
S. Congress Ave. Owners Alexandra 
Renwick, Lizelle Villapando and Talena 
Rasmussen founded the store in 2003. 
Call 326-1648 or visit 
www.partsandlabour.com.

21 Far West medicine
Austin Regional Clinic is holding a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony April 27 at 10 
a.m. to open a 25,000 sq. ft. clinic in the 
new ARC Far West Medical Tower, 6811 
Austin Center Blvd., Ste 300. The new 
tower will house seven of ARC’s specialty 
practices. Call 346-8888 or visit 
www.austinregionalclinic.com.

22 Birds in hand
The fourth location for Birds Barbershop 
is set to open April 15 at 1902 S. Congress 
Ave. The Austin-based barber also 
has locations on Burnet Road, Lamar 
Boulevard and East Sixth Street. Visit 
www.birdsbarbershop.com.

23 Cleaning up
Owner Nga Lam opened SoCo Cleaners 
& Alterations March 15 at the base 
of SoCo Lofts, 3801 S. Congress Ave., 
Ste. 103. The dry cleaners is Lam’s first 
business venture. Call 462-0048 or visit 
www.socodryclean.com.

24 Kickin’ it
The Austin Aztex, a United Soccer Leagues 
First Division team, started its inaugural 
season in March and will play through 
September. Home games take place at 
Nelson Field, 7400 Berkman Drive. Call 
389-0315 or visit www.austinaztex.com. 

25 When you smile
Smile Center Dental opened March 2 
at 2407 S. Congress Ave. The new office 
effectively replaces the location at 2121 E. 
Oltorf St., which is being remodeled and is 
set to reopen in July. The Austin network of 
dental offices has eight locations. Call 326-
3003 or visit www.smilecentersaustin.com.

Sponsored by

919 E. 32nd Street, Austin

How to prevent a stroke series
Diabetes and High Cholesterol
Apr. 13, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  
Weight Loss Surgery Seminars
April 23, May 7 and 21, June 4 and 18, 6:30-8 p.m.

Call 888-868-2104 to register.
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By Mark Collins
It is a statement as bold as coffee served 

black, but when Summermoon Coffee 
Bar’s roasters say they roast the best cof-
fee, they are not kidding around.

“We expect this to be some of the best 
coffee in the world,” coffee roaster Justin 
Terry said. “Fifty percent of coffee’s flavor 
comes from the roasting method, and the 
other 50 percent comes from where you 
get the beans. We get the best beans and 
have the best roasting method, so it just 
adds up.”

Summermoon can be confident about 
its coffee beans because it knows the 

source. The owners have partnered with a 
local pastor in Peru to ensure the roasters 
get the freshest coffee beans from the ripe 
cherries of the coffee plants in Peru.

“They really respect the pastor down 
there, so when he tells them to pick only 
the ripe cherries they actually do it,” 
Terry said. “Usually the locals pick what-
ever they want, but we only get the beans 
from the ripe cherries and that makes a 
big difference.”

The partnership began in 2006 when 
Peruvian Pastor Jose Arimborgo met with 
head Summermoon roaster Bruce Karnes 
in search of a way to raise money for the 

Business Profile    Summermoon Coffee Bar

local church. Karnes recommended build-
ing a wood-fired roaster that required no 
electricity — ideal for the Peruvian jungle.

Karnes traveled to Peru in 2007 and 
helped construct the roaster, jump starting 
the Peruvian coffee industry and providing 
jobs for locals and enough money to build 
schools, orphanages and churches, he said.

The venture was so successful that 
Summermoon founded FIRE, Federation 
of International Roasters for Empower-
ment, an organization aimed at funding 
and launching viable, self-supporting and 
independently owned coffee businesses 
throughout the world.

“There are 66 countries in the world 
that grow coffee, and we want to put a 
roaster in every one,” Terry said.

Summermoon’s coffee roasts the Peru-
vian beans right here in Texas, just out-
side Dripping Springs using a hand-built 
roaster designed by Karnes himself.

“Wood firing provides a more humid 
heat, which results in a smoother, more 
natural process than other roasters,” 
Terry said. “You can taste the difference. 
It doesn’t induce bitterness, and you get a 
little woody, smoky flavor. You really get 
to taste the coffee bean.”

The coffee is available at Summermoon 
Coffee Bar on South First Street and can 
be purchased at specialty stores through-
out Austin.

Summermoon Coffee Bar
3115 S. First St., Ste. 1B
804-1665
www.woodfiredcoffee.com

A barista hard at work on the coffee bar’s famous drink, the Summermoon Latte

Customers relax at Summermoon Coffee Bar.
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Summermoon Coffee Bar is a swanky hangout 
with comfortable seating and an outdoor patio 
ideal for reading a newspaper or meeting friends. 

The coffee shop serves bagels, breakfast tacos, 
empanadas and more. 

The most popular drink is the smooth and creamy 
Summermoon Latte: espresso and moon milk, a 
combination of seven top-secret ingredients.
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yourself.
RedeemRedeem

Donated blood and 
saved two lives. 

Raided parent’s 
liquor cabinet.

Mooched off 
neighbor’s Wi-Fi.

Donate blood, save two lives and make up for just about anything.
inyourhands.org

Jackson Wright 
PHOTOGRAPHY

10% OFF
any 2009 wedding package

J A C K S O N W R I G H T O N L I N E . C O M

876 . 5428

$99 SENIOR PORTRAITS
Any location around Austin

Quick turnaround
Prints in 2 weeks!
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Business Profile    Quality Seafood

Quality Dining

Quality Seafood
5621 Airport Blvd.
454-5827
www.qualityseafoodmarket.com

Manager Tom Cantu and owner Carol Huntsberger

By Patrick Brendel
When Carol Huntsberger was a full-

time homemaker, she never dreamed of 
owning a fish market. But in 2005, the 
former Mary Kay Cosmetics sales director 
exchanged talk of lipstick, mascara and 
eyeliner for a spot behind the counter at 
Quality Seafood Market where she can 
be found chatting with customers about 
salmon, tuna and black drum.

 “We have a strong foundation of people 
dedicated to what Quality Seafood is all 
about, who care about the quality of our 
product and the reputation of the busi-
ness,” Huntsberger said. 

The market originally opened more 
than 70 years ago in 1938 on Congress 
Avenue near the State Capitol. It moved to 
its current location in 1970.

In 2004, Huntsberger’s husband, Paul, 
was out of work and looking for a local 
business in which to invest. He asked the 
owner of Quality Seafood (who was in the 
same college fraternity as Paul) if he could 
start up a second location for the market.

“Instead, he said we could buy it. So my 
husband did,” Huntsberger said.

Paul purchased Quality Seafood in De-
cember 2004 and worked there for a year 
before Huntsberger “kicked him out,” she 
said jokingly, and took over. In five years, 
the Huntsbergers’ fresh ideas have grown 
the business from 12 to 45 employees.

Since Manager Tom Cantu joined 
Quality Seafood as a delivery driver 49 
years ago, he has worked in nearly all 
roles of the business, which has three 
divisions: wholesale, retail and restaurant.

“We still have the counter. The fish is 
the same. We did enlarge the dining area, 
expand the restaurant, open the oyster 
bar and get our beer and wine license,” 
Cantu said.

About half of Quality Seafood’s busi-
ness is derived from its wholesale divi-
sion, which supplies seafood to hotels, 
country clubs, smaller local grocery stores 
and about 150 or more restaurants in 
the area. Also, a contract with a major 
food supplier enables Quality Seafood’s 

product to be distributed as far away as 
Corpus Christi, Huntsberger said.

Quality Seafood is a federally approved 
“fish processor,” meaning it gets fresh 
whole fish directly from coastal distribu-
tors, then does cutting or filleting in-
house. Several tons of seafood go through 
Quality Seafood each week.

Having access to that much fish gives 
Quality Seafood’s retail counter an ad-
vantage over the competition in terms of 
price and freshness, even from large cor-
porate grocer chains, Huntsberger said.

Also, retail customers often end up 
grabbing a meal at the in-store restau-
rant, forming the third leg of the business 
model. Huntsberger credits that diversifi-
cation for the business’s current stability.

Since taking over Quality Seafood Market, 
the Huntsbergers have greatly expanded the 
restaurant portion of the business, both in terms 
of seating and food selection. Quality Seafood also 
has a full bar. Here are some of its evening specials:

King Crab Mondays: Chesapeake-style King Crab •	
for $14.99 per pound

2 for 2 Tuesdays: $2 seafood tacos and draft beer•	

Sushi Night Wednesdays: Specials on various rolls•	

Texas Thursdays: $2 Lone Star beer, 25 cent peel-•	
and-eat shrimp
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Tickets On Sale Now!
Visit www.balletaustin.org or call 512.476.2163

Best prices and seating always available by ordering online!

Follow the classic tale of Cinderella as she battles her evil stepmother and stepsisters to win 
the heart of her true love, the Prince. Magnificent staging, music and costumes fused with 
choreography that ranges from the romantic to the humorous - make it a delight for all ages.

Cinderella
May 8-10, 2009  |  The Long Center 
Choreography by: Stephen Mills  |  Music by: Alexander Glazunov

M O T H E R ’ S  D A Y  W E E K E N D

 "...movement, drama, and a few surprises."

 -Dance Magazine

Accompanied by the Austin Symphony Orchestra

• The most unique products from over 300 brands*
• Largest Modern and Fashion forward 
   Selection in the City
• The latest in LED Technology
• Modern Ways to go Green

• Best prices on energy saving products, 
   florescent retrofits, recessed and track lighting
• Newly remodeled showroom designed for 
   Professional users and their clients

MENTION THIS AD FOR YOUR IN-STORE DISCOUNT!
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Clean tech
tech entrepreneurs looking for like-minded 
neighbors and a ready pool of skilled work-
ers, including the thousands of employees 
recently laid off from the high-tech sector. 
Plus, fabrication facilities and equipment 
for semiconductors can be converted to 
clean-tech purposes with relative ease.

That is the message Austin attorney 
Pike Powers has been pitching across Cen-
tral Texas as he has been attempting to 
build support to vault the region into the 
forefront of the clean-tech world. His ap-
proach is similar in many ways to how his 
Sematech coalition in the ’80s built Aus-
tin’s semiconductor industry, which is now 
an important ally in the clean-tech effort.

 “We know how to do this. We’ve done it 
before. We can do it again,” he said. “We set 
our aim and go do it. I personally think we 
ought to be led out and shot if we don’t.”

Like in the ’80s, the country is now in a 
recession. But where the less optimistic see 
challenges, Powers sees opportunity.

“A bad economy pushes people to rein-
vent themselves in a way that perhaps they 
wouldn’t have otherwise,” he said.
Advanced batteries

“People that have worked in other 
high-tech areas like semiconductors and 
software can apply that knowledge to 
high-capacity energy storage and green 
technology,” said Ross Goolsby, CFO of 

battery company Valence Technology Inc.
Before joining Valence last year, Gools-

by held a similar position with a local 
high-tech company. Valence develops and 
manufactures advanced lithium batter-
ies used in Segways and other electric and 
hybrid transportation vehicles. The next 
generation of Valence batteries are being 
designed for other purposes, including 
military applications and stationary en-
ergy storage for wind and solar power.

“One of the key challenges both so-
lar and wind have is storage. I think we 
have the opportunity to grow with them,” 
Goolsby said.
Sunny days ahead

Solar power is another promising clean 
technology for the City of Austin, which has 
pledged to increase its use of renewable en-
ergy to 100 megawatts of electricity per year 
by 2020. To that end, Austin Energy plans to 
build a 30-megawatt solar plant near Web-
berville, east of Austin. It would be the larg-
est photovoltaic farm in North America.

Having the largest solar farm in North 
America indicates Austin’s commitment to 
solar power. Also, it is a possibility that solar 
companies and researchers will be able to 
use much of the 2,500 acres of city-owned 
land where the solar farm would be built.

Another initiative to promote solar ener-
gy is the Texas Clean Energy Park in south-
east Austin, the product of a public-private 
partnership funded with state money. 
The 140-acre park is intended to become 
a campus for clean-tech companies. The 

state’s leading solar panel manufacturer, 
HelioVolt, is adjacent to the park.

“I founded the company here first and 
foremost because of the community of 
people in the semiconductor and the high-
tech industry,” HelioVolt founder BJ Stan-
bery said.

State Rep. Eddie Rodriguez, D-Austin, 
whose district includes the clean-energy 
park, wants to help companies like Helio-
Volt by accelerating demand for solar prod-
ucts by individuals and big businesses.

Rodriguez has proposed a zero-interest 
loan program for people and organizations 

investing in renewable energy devices. 
Strama, too, has legislation to stimulate 
demand for solar power, filing a bill that 
allows cities to lend homeowners money to 
put solar panels on their roofs.

“We are seeing the beginnings of a new 
industry with the potential to grow ex-
ponentially and to produce products and 
technologies to power the future economy,” 
Beceiro said. “We are just in the beginning 
stages right now. I think we’re going to see 
an accelerated growth situation.”

Comment at more.impactnews.com/3911

www.valence.com 
12201 Technology Blvd., Ste. 150

 Austin, TX 78727

Valence Technology 
Advanced battery development 
90 local employees

www.lighthousesolar.us 
1011 N. Lamar Blvd. 

Austin, TX 78703 

LighthouseSolar 
Solar panel installer
12 local employees

www.heliovolt.net 
8201 E. Riverside Drive, Ste. 600 

Austin, TX 78744 

HelioVolt 
Thin-film solar panel manufacturing
160 local employees

www.greenmountain.com 
3815 S. Capital of Texas Hwy., Ste. 100 

Austin, TX 78704

Green Mountain Energy Co. 
Clean electricity provider 
65 local employees

www.cielowind.com 
823 Congress Ave.  

Austin, TX 78701

Cielo Wind Power 
Wind energy provider
35 local employees

www.appliedmaterials.com
9700 Hwy. 290

Austin, TX 78724

Applied Materials
Clean-tech production equipment 
1750 local employees

A sample of clean-tech companies in Austin
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Dine on Demand

The Kitchen Door
Chase Tower, 221 W. Sixth St.

476-1000
The Original, 3742 Far West Blvd.

794-1100
www.thekitchendoor.us 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Parking in the Chase Building garage is 
$1.50/hour.

Owners Joel Baldazo and Christopher Breed

By Teresa Pione
After 15 years on Lake Austin Boule-

vard, what Joel Baldazo calls “Austin’s 
original gourmet deli” has returned to 
downtown.

“It was a great opportunity — the people 
who own the building came to us and said 
they wanted The Kitchen Door to go in 
this space,” said Baldazo, co-owner of The 
Kitchen Door Bakery and Delicatessen. 

With cheaper rent and a better location 
to serve more customers, Baldazo said 
signing the lease for the downtown space 
was a no-brainer.

Now situated in a below-ground-level 
unit of the Chase Building, The Kitchen 
Door features breakfast and lunch with 
daily specials and fresh baked goods. From 
morning to afternoon, wafts of cinnamon 
rolls or sidewalk samples draw in lucky 
passersby on Sixth Street. 

The cinnamon roll ($2.29) is made from 
a homemade yeast roll and has a sugar 
glaze. A local favorite, the cinnamon roll 
stands out in a crowd and is not easily for-
gotten, co-owner Christopher Breed said. 

“We’ve shipped them around the coun-
try to people who have grown up here and 
moved away,” Breed said. “But we have to 
do it overnight because there are no preser-
vatives in them.”

Topping the list of the owners’ lunch 
favorites are the hot meatloaf sandwich 
($8.79) made with bay leaves, tomatoes, on-
ions and provolone on homemade bread, 
and what Breed called an old-fashioned 
chicken salad sandwich ($7.29), a blend of 
all-white breast meat, celery and onions.

Relish adds the sweet element to the 
tuna salad sandwich ($7.29), served on 
thick white or wheat bread and with a 
choice of Dijon mustard, three mustard 
blend or Jezebel Sauce — a spicy blend of 
Creole mustard, apple and apricot pre-
serves. Subtle and delicious, the Jezebel 
Sauce takes tuna to a whole new level. 

Thinly sliced raw carrots, diced bell 
peppers and white onions work together in 
a tomato-based vinegar marinade to com-
pose the copper carrots side dish ($3.40). 
Tangy and sweet, the crunch of the carrots 

proves a satisfying lunch choice. 
Breed, whose family has owned The 

Kitchen Door since 1975, says one specialty 
side dish can only be found locally at The 
Kitchen Door: tomato aspic — a Southern 
gelatin delight. 

“You either had to grow up with it or 
know it; it’s a gelatin recipe from the ’50s, 
kind of like a Bloody Mary in a gelatin 
form,” Breed said.

All meals are served through a cafeteria-
style line and in Styrofoam containers, 
allowing customers the options of dining 
inside at high tables, finding a nice reprieve 
from the office in the deli’s garden patio or 
carrying lunch back to work or home.

The new service delivers deli and bakery items 
fresh to your home or office. Call 973-0333 or visit  
www.thekitchendoor.us 

Neighborhood Dining    The Kitchen Door
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Chicken salad sandwich

3801 North Lamar Blvd. • Austin, TX 78756 
hearthospitalofaustin.com

and your heart 
will follow.

In a cardiac emergency, keep your head

If you have a heart emergency, don’t 
panic. Just be prepared. Let the EMS 
know you want to go to Heart Hospital 
of Austin. We’re an Accredited Chest Pain Center, 
which means we’re specialists at treating heart 
emergencies. Our treatment time is faster than 
the national average. And we’ve been ranked 
#1 in Texas for overall cardiac services six years 
in a row by HealthGrades. That can make a big 
difference to your heart. So if you have a heart 
emergency, just follow your best judgment. Tell 
the EMS to take you to Heart Hospital of Austin.

To learn more, call 512-407-SAVE (7283)  
or visit hearthospitalofaustin.com.

HH Austin CommImpact_March.indd   1 1/30/09   10:45:32 AM
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ELECTION GUIDECITY of
AUSTIN 2009

CITY COUNCIL PLACE 1

CITY COUNCIL PLACE 2

CITY COUNCIL PLACE 5 CITY COUNCIL PLACE 6

Perla Cavazos 

772-3732
www.voteperla.com

Bio: Cavazos has a master’s degree from the University of Texas LBJ 
School of Public Affairs, has lived in Austin for 11 years and has served 
on the city’s planning commission for two-and-a-half years.

Issues: Mitigate the effects of the national recession on Austinites, 
specifically laid-off individuals and small businesses. Make Austin a more affordable 
place to live through increased affordable housing stock and better access to health 
care. Accelerate the development of Austin’s comprehensive plan and ensure that 
citizens have a proper amount of input.

Mike Martinez
Incumbent, elected 2006
974-2264
www.martinezforaustin.com

Bio: Martinez is a former Austin firefighter who has attended classes at 
Temple College, Austin Community College and the University of Texas.

Issues: Take advantage of the current economic downturn by 
working on less-costly projects such as the city website. Call for a road bond in 2010 
to repair roads, sidewalks and create more bike lanes. Pursue various modes of 
transportation as viable travel options for Austin residents to enable the city to be 
prepared for next wave of economic and population growth. Continue to be a strong 
supporter of geographic representation on city council.

Bill Spelman
394-8610
www.billspelman.org

Bio: Spelman has a Ph.D. in public 
policy from Harvard University. He 
served as an Austin city councilman 
from 1997 to 2000 and has lived in 
Hyde Park for 13 years. He has spent 

the last several years working on a grant to train police 
officers on the merits of community policing.

Issues: Mitigate the negative impact the national 
recession will have on Austin. Maintain a satisfactory 
level of city services, even if city tax revenues continue 
to decline. Find ways to make living in Austin more 
affordable. Improve the relationship between city 
council and active citizens.

Sheryl Cole
Incumbent, elected 2006 
542-9744
www.keepsherylcole.com
sheryl@keepsherylcole.com

Bio: A graduate of the UT School of 
Law, Cole is the first African-American 
woman elected to the Austin City 

Council and an Austin resident for more than 25 years.

Issues: Plan a sustainable future for Austin including land 
use strategies, energy conservation and transportation 
for all residents including the minority community. 
Develop a world-class parks system with public and 
private partnerships to help with the operation and 
maintenance of some urban parks, perhaps even a future 
Waller Creek park.

Samuel Osemene
554-7897
www.osemenesam.com
vote4alonghorn@gmail.com

Bio: Osemene received his bachelor’s 
degree in political science from the 
University of Texas and a master’s 
in political science from Texas 

State University. He is an investigator with the Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Services.

Issues: Call for a specific and well-defined 
comprehensive zoning plan that will create consistency 
throughout districts across the city. Address the $80 
million Capital Metro receives in government subsidies 
are not well spent. Stand against city-granted tax 
incentives that draw in large corporations.

Chris Riley
850-9607
www.chrisforaustin.com

Bio: Born in Austin and educated in Boston, Riley earned his law 
degree from the University of Texas. He was the first president of 
the Downtown Neighborhood Association and served on the city’s 
planning and downtown commissions.

Issues: Create green jobs in areas like energy efficiency and technology. Improve 
transportation with the goal of having good roads, in addition to other modes of travel. 
“Preserve Austin’s character” by maintaining public safety, affordable housing, cultural 
arts and historic preservation.

Jose Quintero
293-5022
www.joequintero.com
joequintero78702@aol.com

Bio: Jose “Joe Q” Quintero is a native east Austin resident who 
graduated from Johnston High School and obtained his Texas Real 
Estate license.

Issues: Advocate for all neighborhoods and ensure representation to meet the needs 
of the largest growing workforce and demographic group in Austin — Hispanics. 
Represent all neighborhoods in the city because many know what it’s like not to have 
representation. Implement programs to stop the gentrification of east Austin and the loss 
of lands by native and long-time residents and business owners.

Comments: Weigh Good Ad in Austin Monthly - ¼ pg color ad 
(3.564x4.793)
Graphics: GW Logo, Weigh Good Logo, Sponsors (if any)

Community Donation Drive
Thursday-Sunday, April 16-19
Donate computers, vehicles & goods at any Goodwill location.

Your Goal: Clean out your closet & make more room in your garage.
Our Goal: 1 WEEKEND = 275,000 LBS. Of DONATIONS = 42 JOBS IN THE 
COMMUNITY

1015 Norwood Park Blvd / Austin, TX 78753 / 
COMMUNITY DONATION DRIVE
Thursday-Sunday, April 16-19

Your Goal: Clean out your closet & make more room in your 
garage.
Our Goal: 1 WEEKEND = 275,000 LBS. Of DONATIONS = 42 JOBS 
IN THE COMMUNITY

Your Goal
Our Goal

Donate computers, vehicles & goods at any Goodwill. 

Reworking your donations 
helps put people to work!

1 WEEKEND = 725,000 LBS. = 42 JOBS

Clean out your 
closet & make 
more room in 
your garage.

Donate goods, computers & vehicles at any Goodwill.
www.AustinGoodwill.org Changing lives through the power of work!

2009

Your Goal
Clean out your closet & make more room in your garage

Our Goal
1 WEEKEND = 725,000 LBS. = 42 JOBS
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MAYORAL CANDIDATES
Lee Leffingwell
535-0032
www.austinleadership.com

Bio: Born in Austin, Leffingwell has 
an engineering degree from the 
University of Texas. He is a 20-year 
veteran of the U.S. Navy, including 
active duty in Vietnam, and retired 

with the rank of Commander. He was a Delta Air Lines 
commercial pilot for 31 years. Leffingwell served on the 
city’s environmental board for about five years and was 
chair of that board. He was elected to Place 1 on the city 
council in 2005 and re-elected in 2008. He has lived in 
west central Austin since 2005 and before that lived in 
the Wilshire Wood neighborhood east of IH 35.

Issues: Focus on the basics of city government. Support 
local small businesses to create jobs and invigorate the 
economy. Address traffic infrastructure through a possible 
bond election in 2010 dedicated to roads, sidewalks, 
biking and mass transit. Oppose budget cuts that affect 
delivery of public safety programs and social services. 
Continue his proven track record on environmental 
protection and support of veterans. Maintain the unique 
things about Austin through historic preservation.

Brewster McCracken
919-4485
www.brewstermccracken.com

Bio: McCracken earned a master’s 
in public affairs from the LBJ School 
and a law degree from the UT 
School of Law. McCracken worked 
as a prosecutor in the Harris County 

District Attorney’s Office and is serving his second term 
on the Austin City Council, Place 5. McCracken chairs the 
Council’s Emerging Technologies Committee and the 
Land Use-Transportation Committee.  

Issues: Prepare the city for the 21st century economy 
by preserving jobs and creating jobs and leadership 
in biotech, health care, clean energy and the creative 
sectors, including film and digital media. Build upon 
the city’s position as a clean-energy leader by meeting 
power needs, protect our environment and set an 
example of innovation for the rest of the country. Restore 
the promise of Austin as a community accessible to 
everyone, including the less fortunate. Renew focus on 
improving the livability of Austin neighborhoods by 
focusing the scheduled 2012 bond election on quality of 
life investments.

Carole Keeton Strayhorn
981-8683
www.caroleforaustin.com

Bio: Strayhorn is a former Texas 
Comptroller of Public Accounts and 
former Austin mayor from 1977-1983. 
She was the first woman president of 
the Austin School Board and the first 

woman president of the ACC Board of Trustees.

Issues: Limit spending and appoint a task force of 
local professionals to advise the mayor on budgeting. 
Address financial crisis when it arises, and begin pay 
cuts at the top. Require higher standards and lower 
costs for transportation projects. Provide multiple 
modes of transportation to alleviate traffic in order to 
attract more companies like Dell, which is a step toward 
economic growth. Focus local economy on new media 
industry, biotechnology and renewable energy. Create 
a city-sponsored “innovation incentive” program to 
encourage small business growth.

David A. Buttross
 617-1617

www.davidbuttross.com
info@davidbuttross.com

Bio: Buttross holds an MBA from Texas State University and a 
bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of Texas. He 
started Buttross Properties and David Anthony, Inc. and has served 
on the Board of Directors for various not-for-profit organizations. 

Issues: Focus on scrubbing unnecessary budget items, making the necessary cuts and 
ensuring that Austin lives within its revenue. Provide good quality basic services like 
good roads, maintaining public buildings and spaces and ensuring that our fire and 
police department have the best training and equipment available to provide for our 
public safety. Monitor incentives that result in unfair advantages for new businesses 
over existing businesses that have already been contributing to the Austin tax base. 
Continue to work to provide for the future transportation needs of Austin while reining 
in the spending of Capital Metro, which has laid out an ambitious future for the city. 

Josiah Ingalls
josiah_james_ingalls@yahoo.com

Bio: Ingalls received high school diploma through a home school 
program in 2008 and works at Hilton Austin as a housekeeper.

Issues: Fight against cuts in emergency service funding such 
as police, fire and EMS. Propose a four-year ban restricting city 
incentives for corporations. Draft an ordinance that would mandate 

record keeping in order to make each city branch transparent, by posting purchase 
details on the city website to allow citizens to view every cent spent. Distribute a 
portion of property taxes equally to all schools so that a lack of funding is not depriving 
students of quality education. Fund schools based on enrollment rather than allowing 
certain zones to maintain the tax revenues. Oppose single-member districts, which 
will enable government manipulation. Disagree with not allowing citizens to vote for 
candidates running for other districts.

Compiled by Candace Birkelbach, Patrick Brendel and Teresa Pione 

Voting Deadlines 
• April 27 — First day for in-person early voting 
  Ballots are mailed to voters who have applied to vote by mail. 
• May 1 — Last day to receive applications to vote by mail 
• May 5 — Last day for in-person early voting  
• May 9 — Election Day

For more information on deadlines, registration or polling locations,  
call the Travis County Clerk’s Elections Division, 238-8683 or  

visit the City of Austin’s elections page, www.ci.austin.tx.us/election.

impactnews.com/vote09

impactnews.com/vote09
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Highlights include health care, education, renewable energy, open government

At the Capitol    State lawmakers introduce key legislation By Patrick Brendel

Eddie Rodriguez
D-Austin

Elliott Naishtat
D-Austin

Jeff Wentworth
R-San Antonio

Dawnna Dukes
D-Austin 

Donna Howard
D-Austin

Kirk Watson
D-Austin

Children’s health insurance and the 
state’s film industry headline Dukes’ 
efforts this session.
HB 647 expands the enrollment 
period for child Medicaid to one year 
so that parents only have to re-enroll 
once per year (instead of once every six 
months, as they do now). 
HB 743 expands CHIP eligibility 
to families whose incomes are 300 
percent of the poverty level, up from 
200 percent currently. 

Rodriguez has focused much of his 
legislation on incentivizing the use 
of alternative energy, particularly by 
government agencies, large businesses 
and low- to middle-income families.
HB 237 makes businesses installing 
renewable energy devices eligible for 
deductions from the franchise tax.
HB 238 exempts renewable energy 
devices from the state’s sales tax.
HB 1992 gives franchise tax credits 
to businesses installing renewable 
energy devices or building renewable 

In her second session, Howard is taking 
on the State Board of Education, 
proposing several reforms to the often-
controversial group. She also is focusing 
on other matters related to education.
HB 772 requires the state school 
board to webcast its meetings in 
real time (which is already standard 
practice for many major governmental 
organizations, including the State 
Legislature and Austin City Council).
HB 420 provides for the nonpartisan 
election of state school board members.

Efforts to improve the state’s human 
services programs dominate Naishtat’s 
legislative agenda. He is also tackling 
controversial topics like open 
government and capital punishment.
HB 862 expands CHIP to cover children 
in families with incomes up to 300 
percent of the federal poverty level. 
Above that, families could participate 
in CHIP using a “buy-in option” that 
includes premiums and deductibles.
HB 610 establishes the Legislative 
Committee on Aging to develop 

The most ambitious legislation by 
Watson this session is a bill package 
that would completely reform the 
state’s budgeting process. He also has 
proposed ways to develop renewable 
energy and help existing businesses be 
more eco-friendly.
SB 736, SB 737, SB 738, SB 739, SB 740 
and Senate Joint Resolution 21 are a 
six-pronged approach to reforming the 
state’s budgeting process. Together, 
they end diversions of tax money to 
unintended purposes, present budget 

Wentworth has authored legislation 
on difficult issues, including 
government transparency, legislative 
redistricting and guns on college 
campuses. He has also proposed bills 
on elementary school overcrowding 
and requirements for municipal 
charter amendments.
SB 1071 would put in the public realm 
information about salary, benefits 
and bonuses of state pension fund 
employees, trustees and managers.
SB 315 creates a bipartisan 

HB 744 restores benefits under 
Medicaid’s medically needy program 
to 2003 levels.
HB 745 instructs the Health and 
Human Services Commission to create 
and implement a strategic plan to 
educate the public about CHIP and 
other medical assistance programs, 
and to streamline the enrollment 
process into the programs.
HB 873 expands the Texas Film 
Incentive Program to include film, TV 
series, commercials, digital interactive 
media and instructional videos. Grants 
would also be extended to smaller 
productions than are currently eligible.

energy projects.
HB 4261 establishes a no-interest 
loan program for people and 
businesses wishing to purchase and 
install renewable energy devices.
HB 1980 encourages the use of solar 
energy devices in state buildings, 
public schools and public colleges.
HB 1767 orders the installation of 
motion sensor devices in all state 
buildings by Jan. 31, 2011, to save 
energy on lighting and air conditioning.
HB 239 authorizes a study of how 
Texas can generate 25 percent of its 
energy from renewable sources by the 
year 2025.

HB 2037 takes control of the 
permanent school fund away from 
the state school board and gives 
it to a newly created Permanent 
School Fund Management Council. 
Voters would have to approve a 
constitutional amendment.
HB 506 establishes a pilot program for 
flu shots in schools. 
HB 1828 makes school immunization 
records permanent to build a statewide 
database to be used in case of a major 
disaster or emergency.
HB 137 strengthens government 
nurses’ protections against retaliation 
by their employers for engaging in 
patient advocacy.

biannual recommendations on the 
needs of Texas seniors.
House Joint Resolution 23 
proposes a constitutional 
amendment that would make public 
more of state legislators’ votes on 
important legislation.
HB 163 requires public officials to 
disclose the fair market value of 
gifts received.
HB 877 creates the Texas Capital 
Punishment Commission to study the
way the death penalty is administered 
in Texas.
HB 164 protects medical marijuana 
users and prescribing physicians from 
prosecution by Texas law enforcement.

information on the internet, institute 
a thorough review of state programs, 
transfer Texas Performance Reviews 
from state legislators’ control to the 
state comptroller, ensure that Texas 
maximizes federal matching dollars for 
CHIP and increase the small-business 
tax exemption while closing loopholes 
in the law.
SB 541 and 542 provide incentives 
to promote the growth of Texas’ 
renewable energy.
SB 608 creates the Texas Center 
for Sustainable Business to help 
businesses reduce greenhouse gases 
and carbon emissions.

congressional redistricting committee. 
SB 1164 allows concealed handgun 
license holders to carry handguns at 
institutes of higher education.
SB 341 changes the name of the Texas 
Railroad Commission to the Texas 
Energy Commission.
SB 688 instructs builders of large 
neighborhoods to reserve land to 
sell to local school districts for new 
elementary schools.
SB 690 increases the number of 
signatures needed to include a charter 
amendment in a municipal election. 
One recent charter amendment in 
Austin was Proposition Two to “Stop 
Domain Subsidies.”

Senate districts: Wentworth represents most of Zip code 78704 in austin. Watson represents the rest of Central austin.

N

Texas House district map

House District 46
rep. Dawnna Dukes, D
463-0506
www.house.state.tx.us/
members/dist46/dukes.htm

House District 48
rep. Donna Howard, D
463-0631
www.house.state.tx.us/
members/dist48/howard.htm

House District 49
rep. Elliott Naishtat, D
463-0668
www.house.state.tx.us/
members/dist49/naishtat.htm

House District 51
rep. Eddie rodriguez, D
463-0674 
www.house.state.tx.us/
members/dist51/rodriguez.htm

Senate District 14
Sen. Kirk Watson, D
463-0114
www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/
Senate/members/dist14/dist14.htm

Senate District 25
Sen. Jeff Wentworth, r
463-0125 • 210-826-7800
www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/
Senate/members/dist25/dist25.htm
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Your local senators

2222

MoPac

I-35

71

290

183

4948

51

46

360

Representatives Senators



impactnews.com   April 2009  |  13  

In 2004, the city completed an eight-
year, $15 million cleanup of the site and 
began accepting bids from developers, 
eventually accepting the $117.2 million bid 
from Seaholm Power, LLP.

“We were very intrigued by the power 
plant and spent a tremendous amount of 
time there,” lead developer John Rosato 
said. “That has been the main purpose of 
our design team — figuring out how we 
take an industrial site and convert the 
building into retail and offices while main-
taining its character.”

Rosato said the art deco style of the plant 
will remain throughout.

“We want to build two buildings on 
the site that relate to the power plant and 
aren’t just appendages, but have some re-
lation to the site,” Rosato said. “We are 
relying a lot on the plaza to knit the three 

CONTINUED FROM | 1

Seaholm buildings together.”
The City of Austin will pay for  

$18.6 million of the total cost, which will 
cover street and utility projects, public 
parks and a parking garage to the west of 
the development.

“To repurpose an industrial site like this 
is extremely costly and generally does not 
support itself financially, which is part of 
the reason for the city’s involvement,” Ro-
sato said. “The main goal here is preserving 
some heritage that provided all the power 
for Austin at one point in time.”

Black is pleased with plans for surround-
ing buildings, but thinks the plant itself 
could be used for something more civic. 

“Imagine the plant filled with art and 
sculptures,” he said. “Saving the building 
is job one, but I wish it could be the home 
for the Austin Museum of Art or some-
thing of that nature.”

Comment at more.impactnews.com/3909

Seaholm Power lead developer John Rosato said he hopes to begin 
construction one year from now, but that the start date depends on 
the economy. Construction will take 30 months, so Seaholm could be 
complete by the end of 2012.

Power Plant No. 2, as it was originally called, 
was built in two phases in the early ’50s and 
provided power for the entire city of Austin 
for some time. The plant was posthumously 
renamed Seaholm Power Plant in 1960 in honor 
of Walter E. Seaholm, who served the city for 33 
years in roles such as city manager, director of 
utilities, and superintendent of water and light.

Seaholm was the last power plant in the country 
to be built as a multi-use building with offices 
and space for ancillary public works functions, 
local architect Sinclair Black said.

The technologically obsolete plant officially 
shut down operations in 1989, and in 1991 
Austin City Council passed a resolution 
protecting the site.

“It is one of the most 
interesting spaces I’ve ever 
been in, and I’m a 69-year-
old architect that has 
traveled the world and seen 
a lot of spaces,” Black said. 
“I’ve never seen a space more 
interesting than the inside 
of that building; it really is a 
magnificent thing inside.” 
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Power Plant No. 2

Seaholm Development

A  The Seaholm Power Plant will maintain its 
art deco style and will contain 15,000 sq. ft. of 
office space, 65,000 sq. ft. of restaurants and 
retail and a 20,000 sq. ft. event center to host 
weddings and other similar events.

B  This two-story building falls within a 
Capitol View Corridor, which restricts the 
height of buildings from certain capitol 
viewpoints. The structure contains 30,000 
sq. ft. of retail and 30 condominium units 
on the second floor. Lead developer John 
Rosato said he has been in discussions with 
several locally owned businesses interested 
in anchoring the retail.

C  The 22-story Seaholm Plaza Hotel will 
have 160 guest rooms and condo units on 
the top floors. Condos will be priced in the 
mid-level range.

D  The 1-acre plaza in the center of Seaholm 
is designed to tie the three buildings together 
through lighting, flora and seating. Rosato 
said he envisions the center as a meeting 
place for the surrounding residents, as there 
are 3,400 residential units within a five-
minute walk of the development.

E  Previously approved city bonds will 
extend Second Street to the Seaholm 
Development so people can stand in 
the development and see to the Austin 
Convention Center.

F  The City of Austin is paying for  
$18.6 million of the total project’s cost, which 
will cover street and utility projects, public 
parks and a parking garage. The parking 
garage will be underground due to the 
Capitol View Corridor.

G  Austin City Council selected the 
architectural team of Lake/Flato Architects 
and Shepley Bulfinch Richardson and Abbott 
to design the new Central Library. The design 
will be complete in April, with citizen input 
meetings to be scheduled for May.

H  Opened in 1925, Austin’s first water 
treatment plant was named in honor of 
Thomas C. Green, the plant’s first head 
chemist. The plant will be decommissioned 
starting in 2009, and planning stages for the 
redevelopment are in progress.
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Train locally for one of these great events: 
The Austin Triathlon, The Big Kahuna Triathlon, Sea Gull Century Bike Ride, The Nike Women’s 

Marathon or the Rock ‘n’ Roll San Antonio Marathon & 1/2 Marathon. Register Now! 
Information and Kickoff Party - Tuesday, May 12 at 6:30 p.m.

Triumphant Love Lutheran Church, 9508 Great Hills Trail

Austin’s best new green designed hot spot for conscious shopping. Creative 
gift options for all occasions including eco-hip, artisan and designed wares. 
Interesting, uncommon and fun artifacts in all price ranges. 

•  home
• k ids
• bath
• garden
• body
• soul
• pets

3419 NORTH LAMAR BLVD. - 512.371.9929
M O N  -  S A T  1 0 - 9  .   S U N  1 1 - 7

Perfect gifts from the Easter Bunny ;)

15% OFF
purchase of $25 or more

expires 5/8/09
must present ad



14  |  April 2009   Community Impact Newspaper • Central Austin Edition

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. **Austin Telco 
will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below $100k. Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility of the 
member. ***Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan 
rates/terms may be different. No Pre-payment penalty. ****Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for early withdrawal may apply. 1Regular 
- A minimum deposit of $1000 is required. 2Jumbo - A minimum deposit of $95000 is required. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject 
to change without notice. Please call for details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

www.ATFCU.org            512.302.5555

Auto Loans

3.69 %
APR*

Up to 
66 Months

5.15%
APR*

10 YEARS

5.35%
APR*

15 YEARS
5.60%

APR*
20 YEARS

Commercial Real Estate Loans

5.70%
***

 5 YEARS

5.85%
***

10 YEARS

6.10%
***

15 YEARS

Home Equity Loans**

4.39%
APR*

72 Months

Money Market

1.41%
APY
****

$25,000 to 
$74,999

1.61 %
APY
****

1.81 %
APY
****

$75,000 to 
$124,999

$125,000 & 
ABOVE

Certificate of Deposit1

1.76%
APY
****6 Months

Regular1

1.97 %
APY
****

2.12%
APY
****12 Months

Regular1
24 Months

Regular1

Certificate of Deposit2

1.96 %
APY
****6 Months

Jumbo2

2.12%
APY
****

2.22 %
APY
****12 Months

Jumbo2
24 Months

Jumbo2

14 Austin Metro Locations  

Check out our new 
monthly eNewsletter at 

www.ATFCU.org!

  200+ Free ATMS        Free Checking

Why Buy a Certifi edPreowned.com Vehicle?

Certifi edPreowned.com
913-3960

•   Thoroughly Inspected and 
Detailed Vehicles

•    100,000 Mile Comprehensive 
Manufacturer Backed Warranties

• HUGE Selection
• Inventory Updated Nightly

• Multiple Photos
• Detailed Information
•  eBrochures with Detailed Information
• Online Payment Calculator
• Online Secure Credit Applications
• Find My Car Vehicle Search Tool

 *Not quite enough room below to list all our vehicles. Check out our massive inventory online today!

ACURA
2004 ACURA TSX 66724 miles $14,990
2006 TL-3.2 44796 miles $18,495
AUDI
2003 A4 3.0 62690 miles $12,990
2001 A6 2.7TQ 89270 miles $12,995 C
2006 A3 2.0T 59130 miles $18,995 C
2007 A4 2.0T 26262 miles $21,888 C
2005 A4 3.2Q 28091 miles $22,775 C
2007 A4 2.0T 15947 miles $22,888 C
2004 TT COUPE 250HP 39264 miles $22,999 C
2004 TT 250 COUPE 35581 miles $23,555 C
2006 A4 AVANT 2.0TQ 36059 miles $25,555 C
2008 A4 2.0 20876 miles $25,555 C
2007 CABRIOLET 2.0TQ 28875 miles $30,888 C
2009 A5 3.2Q 12157 miles $49,555 C
2007 RS4 8016 miles $53,555 C
CHEVROLET
2006 HHR LT 47225 miles $9,995
2008 CHRVY COBALT LT 9331 miles $13,889
CHRYSLER
2001 SEBRING LX 64018 miles $5,750t
2006 CROSSFIRE CONV. 13564 miles $20,990
FORD
2002 MUSTANG CONV. 60468 miles $10,995
2006 F150 CREW XLT 34276 miles $15,495
2005 MUSTANG CV GT 32863 miles $15,900
2008 F150 STX X-CAB 7995 miles $18,487
HONDA
2004 ACCORD EX/V6 80672 miles $11,888

2005 ACCORD LX 31241 miles $14,970
2007 CIVIC CPE 32437 miles $14,995
2007 ACCORD EX V6 39959 miles $17,216
2007 ACCORD EX SEDAN 22377 miles $18,826
INFINITI
2004 INFINITI FX45 34836 miles $23,887
JEEP
2006 WRANGLER 44583 miles $14,995
KIA
2006 RIO LX 31195 miles $6,995
2008 RIO 5614 miles $8,995
LEXUS
2007 IS 350 26728 miles $31,995
MASERATI
2008 SEDAN 2100 miles $89,995
MAZDA
2004 MAZDA 6 WAGON 72891 miles $9,147
2005 3 S 35309 miles $11,995
2006 MAZDA 3 S 27087 miles $13,887
2006 6-V6 S 13174 miles $13,995
MERCEDES-BENZ
2003 C230K 57269 miles $11,695
2003 C230 S 61325 miles $11,995
2003 C240 SEDAN 60384 miles $14,882
2005 C240 51364 miles $16,795
MINI
2005 MINI COOPER S 33380 miles $17,995
2006 MINI COOPER S 35881 miles $21,777
MITSUBISHI
2008 LANCER ES 15519 miles $12,695

NISSAN
2007 SENTRA S 19771 miles $10,995
PORSCHE
2008 BOXSTER 7105 miles $39,995 C
2007 CAYMAN 20500 miles $42,995 C
2004 911 CARRERA 40T 39977 miles $44,995 C
SAAB
2005 9-5 41493 miles $15,817 C
2006 9-3 44501 miles $16,310 C
1999 9-5 117818 miles $5,500
SATURN
2004 SATURN ION 3 58387 miles $8,225
2006 VUE 2WD 38969 miles $11,700
SUBARU
2008 FORESTER X 30027 miles $14,995 C
2006 B9 TRIBECKA LTD 53514 miles $15,995 C
2008 IMPREZA I 7965 miles $15,995 C
2008 FORESTER 2.5X 25377 miles $15,995 C
2008 OUTBACK I 4423 miles $21,995 C
2008 OUTBACK I 4150 miles $22,995 C
TOYOTA
2006 COROLLA CE 36995 miles $11,995
2008 TOYOTA COROLLA 15060 miles $13,995
2005 RAV4 40389 miles $13,995
2007 CAMRY 38427 miles $15,473

VOLKSWAGEN
2006 JETTA 2.5 34094 miles $14,639
2004 PASSAT 4 MOTION 38300 miles $14,983
2006 PASSAT LUX 2.0T 27286 miles $15,241
2006 JETTA 2.5 31882 miles $16,775
2007 VW GTI 18715 miles $19,555
VOLVO
2001 S60 5CYL ASR 103041 miles $6,995 C
2004 V40 72788 miles $9,995
2002 XC70 AWD 98342 miles $9,995
2004 XC70 AWD 98082 miles $11,995 C
2005 S80 2.5TAWD ASR 58989 miles $15,975 C
2004 XC70 AWD ASR5 48190 miles $15,995 C
2005 S40 T5 AWD 45891 miles $15,995 C
2006 V50 2.4I 35137 miles $16,450 C
2006 S40I ASR 46163 miles $16,800 C
2005 S40 T5 ASR 34372 miles $16,970 C
2006 V50 2.4I ASR 27131 miles $18,480 C
2006 S60 T5 44968 miles $18,495 C
2007 S60 2.5T ASR SP 10609 miles $21,400 C
2007 S60 2.5T ASR 9271 miles $21,400 C
2008 C30 T5 V1.0 6S 10400 miles $22,300 C
2008 S40I ASR 12062 miles $22,400 C
2007 XC90 3.2 ASR7 25117 miles $28,295 C
2008 V70 3.2 ASR 14635 miles $28,600 C

HAIL SALE at Roger Beasley Audi and Saab. Save THOUSANDS!!!
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Pecan Street
among the City of Austin, Aus-
tin Energy, University of Texas’ 
Austin Technology Incubator, 
the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce and the Environmen-
tal Defense Fund. 

The project has already gar-
nered 11 corporate partnerships, 
including Dell Inc., IBM Corpora-
tion, Intel, Cisco Systems and oth-
er entities, and McCracken said 
his office has felt “overwhelmed at 
times” by all the interest.

Pecan Street’s corporate part-
ners have all dedicated resources 
and manpower to the project, so 
the cost to the city is minimal. 
EDF is leading the project and 
has organized the allocated re-
sources into nine teams that will 
deliver recommendations for an 
Austin-specific smart grid sys-
tem in August.

The implementation of the 
system, which does not have a 
timeline, calls for Austin City 
Council to analyze the smart grid 
recommendations and decide on 
a course of action.
What is a smart grid?  

In today’s energy grid, power 
is generated by a single source, 
usually a power plant, then trans-
ported through a series of tubes, 
substations and wires before it 
arrives at a person’s house where 
a switch is flipped and the lights 
come on.

In a smart grid, electricity is 
generated throughout the sys-
tem by a variety of means — be 
it wind, solar or power plants — 
then fed into the same system 
where the energy is distributed 
across the grid.

Smart meters, a digital upgrade 
of current utility meters, track 
energy usage in real-time so both 
the customer and the utility com-
pany know how much is being 
used at any given time. Energy is 

paid for using “time of day” pric-
ing, meaning electricity will cost 
more at peak times of use. 

For example, energy usage on a 
hot August day would cost more 
than on a mild April morning. 
Conversely, users with solar pan-
els who feed energy back into the 
grid at peak usage times would be 
paid more than those contribut-
ing during off times.

“There are people who will in-
teract with the new system in var-
ious degrees,” GridWise Alliance 
President Katherine Hamilton 
said. “My grandfather couldn’t 
care less, but this is a way for him 
to be minimally impacted and 
still benefit because the utility 
company will immediately know 
if his lights are out.”

More involved users will be 
able to use the smart meter to 
view energy usage remotely and 
make real-time decisions about 

energy consumption. A fridge or 
air conditioning system could be 
turned down remotely while resi-
dents are away from their homes.

Less involved citizens benefit 
from a more reliable, cost-efficient 
grid. The digital system makes 
it easy for the utility company 
to predict trends and pinpoint 
problems, reducing the number 
of blackouts and shortages. 

Smart grid upgrades will be 
made to the existing grid so all 
Austin Energy customers will be 
able to use the new features.
Austin’s golden opportunity

While Austin is not the only 
city embarking on a smart grid 
project, it is in a unique situation 
to be first to implement the tech-
nology. Texas is the only state in 
the nation with its own grid, so 
modifications to the system do 
not require federal approval, a 
process that can take three to 

four  years to complete. 
In addition, the city council is 

Austin Energy’s board of direc-
tors, which means when Austin 
Energy is trying to implement 
smart grid technology, it does not 
have to answer to shareholders 
who might get angry about a lack 
of profit. 

“The city council is charged 
with not only delivering electric-
ity, but using the utility to bet-
ter the community,” said Colin 
Rowan, a part of the Texas Cata-
lyst Project. “They can do things 
that a for-profit, publicly owned, 
independent utility company 
wouldn’t do because it would be 
very difficult for them to make 
these kind of investments.”
Open source project 

“While our primary goal 
is to create a new energy sys-
tem for Austin, we do plan to 
share lessons learned with other 

cities around the nation and the 
world,” EDF spokesperson Chris 
Smith said.

The collection of different 
technologies, business models 
and practices can be mixed and 
matched by other municipalities 
to create their own smart grid. It 
is this open-ended policy that has 
helped Austin garner some of the 
top professionals in the country.

“After I gave a presentation at 
UT, a professor from MIT came 
up to me and said, ‘I’m going to 
have to do all of my research in 
Austin because the things you 
are working on are things I can-
not do in Boston,’” McCracken 
said. “We needed to find the 
gaps in clean energy that Austin 
was in the best position to solve, 
and we’ve helped create jobs in 
the process.”

Home energy sources feed 
into the same grid as major 
suppliers, and customers 
are reimbursed for energy 
contribution.

Users view their energy usage in 
real time from any computer and 
make decisions about what is on 
or off while they are away.

Users decide when outlets are 
in use; e.g. refrigerators could 
be turned to a lower setting at 
night or during the day.

Solar panels, wind 
farms and other 
sources of energy 
feed into the grid.

The utility 
company is able 
to pinpoint 
problems in the 
grid so service is 
more reliable.

The smart meter 
tracks when 
customers use 
electricity, which 
is more expen-
sive during peak 
usage hours.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/3910 
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WE BUY GOLD - HIGHEST PRICES PAID!FREE 
watch battery 

replacement
*up to $20

Exp. 5/7/09

How a smart grid works

A “smart grid” is a digital energy 
system that uses new technology to 
incorporate clean energy and provide 
more efficient, reliable electricity.

iPod and iPhone Services

No time to load your CDs on your iPod or iPhone?  
Don’t want to take the time to learn iTunes?

Tutoring for iTunes, iPhone, iPod  
Load your CDs on your iPod or iPhone 

Gift Certificates for Mother’s Day

www.iPodConcierge.com or 512-565-3362
Jessica@iPodConcierge.com



16  |  April 2009   Community Impact Newspaper • Central Austin Edition

As Travis County residents submit-
ted their 2008 property tax payments in 
early February, county appraisers were 
concluding their district’s first round of 
property evaluations for the coming year. 
Their analysis of local home values over 
the next several months will ultimately 
be used to determine property tax rates 
for all residences. 

Patrick Brown, chief appraiser for the 
Travis Central Appraisal District, or TCAD, 
said though the trend is up from last year in 
Travis County, he thinks home appreciations 
are generally slowing down. But Brown said 
values are continuing to increase in more 
concentrated areas like downtown Austin 
and within AISD school boundaries.
Calculating home values 

The appraisal districts base the value they 
set for each home according to the actual 
selling prices of similar homes in the area. 
Each property is evaluated on its estimated 
sales price, as well as factors such as age, size 
and structural condition of the home.

TCAD appraises new homes and lots 

Jan. 1 and reappraises every property in 
the county annually. However, Brown said 
that district employees do not inspect each 
property in person every year. Appraisers 
frequently use market statistics to project 
a home’s appreciation or depreciation, but 
because Texas is one of a handful of states 
that does not require home sellers to dis-
close pricing information, the district must 
consult property owners, real estate agents 
and real estate listings to gather figures.

TCAD does not give advance notice 
of an inspector’s arrival because of the 
disproportionate ratio of appraisers to 
homes — currently 22 residential apprais-
ers for the whole county, where 12,000 new 
properties were added in the past year.

Inspectors confirm lot measurements, 
evaluate new improvements and check 
for damages that could devalue a home. 
Homeowners are not usually required to 
report improvements such as additions or 
remodels unless the appraiser documents 
the upgrades upon visiting the property. 

“If you’ve got a new roof, new HVAC, 

you’ve recarpeted, you’ve repainted, you’ve 
gotten the kitchen remodeled, you’ve added 
fixtures ... you’ve probably done enough 
there that you have actually changed the 
quality of the property,” Brown said.  
Property value to property tax 

Analysts compute the total taxable value 
for each area, and local taxing authori-
ties, including the city government, school 
district and public utility providers, use the 
information to calculate their respective 
tax rates for the coming year.

The assessor-collector’s office gathers tax 
rates and property information from each 
district and bills residents accordingly.  
Appraisal caps 

Increases in home values generally lead 
to higher tax bills, but Texas law limits the 
amount that a house’s taxable value can in-
crease from one year to the next. Under the 
state’s 10 percent appraisal cap policy, even 
if a home’s actual market value goes up by 
more than 10 percent from one year to the 
next, the homeowner will not have to pay 
taxes on any increase beyond that amount. 

Homeowners who believe their properties have been unfairly or incorrectly evaluated have the right to file a protest with the appraisal district.

Inside Information    Travis County tax appraisals By Terry Hanley

Jan. 1 – All residential properties are appraised 
according to their value as of this date.

January-March – Appraisers inspect homes, 
analyze local housing markets and calculate 
values for every home in the county.

Early April – Homeowners receive notices 
of their appraised home values, along with 
documents to file formal protests if desired.

April-May – Residents may file protests with 
the Appraisal Review Board.

June 1 – ARB stops accepting protest 
applications on this date or within 30 days after 
the appraisal is received, whichever is later.   

July 27 – Appraisal district releases data on the 
total property values for each area in the county.

August-September – Cities, school  
districts and other tax districts calculate their own 
tax rates and set their budgets based largely on 
the total property values in their areas.

Sept. 29 – 2009 tax rates are finalized. County 
tax assessor-collector begins to prepare tax bills.

Oct. 1 – The assessor mails tax bills, which will 
be due by the following February.

property appraisal  
and tax calendar2009

Source: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

Step 1.) The homeowner should file a written protest using 
appraisal district forms or by submitting a document identifying 
the owner and the property, adding a short comment detailing 
the dissatisfaction with the district’s decision.

Step 2.) The notice must be filed by May 31 or within 30 days 
after the appraisal district mailed out the notice of appraised value. 
The later of the two dates will be the deadline.

Step 3.) The homeowner may be able to resolve the protest 
informally with an appraiser or staff member of the appraisal district 
prior to attending the formal hearing with the Appraisal Review 
Board, based on the district’s recommendation.

Property appraisal dispute
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Community Profile    Austin Police Chief Art Acevedo Interview by Mark Collins

You have made a concerted effort to 
get to know the public. Why is that?

Because at the end of the day, even 
though my boss is the city manager, I really 
feel that I work for the people of this city. 
I’ve taken an oath of office to do my very 
best to keep them safe, and I begin and end 
every day with that thought in mind. 

How important is it that police and fire 
work well together?

I think police, fire and EMS have to work 
well together because we have a com-
mon mission, and that is the safety of the 
citizens of the community. Our role may 
be different, but our mission is very much 
the same, and that is public safety. In order 
for us to accomplish the overarching goal 
of keeping Austin one of the safest cities in 
the U.S., we have to work together to help 
each other be successful in our individual 
capacity and the role we play. To do that we 
have to work together, train together and 
trust each other.

Do you have good relationships with 
surrounding departments?

Not only do we have to work together, 
but also by us working together we set an 
example for the people on the streets to em-
ulate. None of us live on an island. When 
we live in a time of shrinking budgets, it’s 

really important that law enforcement and 
government work together to leverage the 
taxpayers’ precious dollar so we can stretch 
the dollar as far as we can and keep people 
safe and still be successful. I think we’ve 
reached out a lot, not only in Travis County 
but also in Williamson County. We meet 
with those chiefs on a regular basis, which 
is something that wasn’t done as much in 
the past.

How is the department dealing with 
budget shortfalls?

When you couple budget cuts with 
an economy that has soured to almost 
historical proportions — and we know that 
historically crime goes up during economic 
downturns — I would say we’re doing 
pretty darn well at doing more with less. 
With that said, I think it is important for 
folks to know we are really done cutting fat 
and we’re now cutting muscle and pretty 
soon we will be cutting bone. If we keep 
cutting, it will impact our ability to do a 
good job for the citizens of this community. 
We don’t want to head down that slope; the 
worst time to cut police budgets is during 
an economic downturn. I’m really proud 
of our men and women because we have 
asked them to do more with less and they 
have done just that.

What are other challenges facing APD?
Any time we try to use leverage technol-

ogy to keep us safe — whether it be the 
blood draw program or cameras or license 
plate readers — everybody tries to paint 
our efforts up as Big Brother, and I think 
that hurts us. We can’t police with one 
hand tied behind our backs. We are subject 
to oversight and we welcome it; we are very 
transparent. I spend more time in the com-
munity than just about anybody talking 
to groups and the community. There is a 
lot of support for what we are doing, but 
people just don’t weigh in on it. I think only 
critics weigh in sometimes, and that can 
create a very warped view for our political 
leadership of what people really believe. 
People need to weigh in with the council or 
call the city manager. You need to let your 
political leadership know you support this.

Are there upcoming areas of focus 
for APD?

You’re going to see a move into having 
detectives work nights. What we find is that 
a lot of the crimes happen in the middle of 
the night, but our detectives aren’t work-
ing. So you start behind the 8 ball when 
you can’t run with it right away. We are 
moving toward an organization that all of 
our assets are 24/7. One reason homicide 
is so successful is because homicide rolls 

Art Acevedo
Travis County
Bio: Became Austin Police Department’s 
eighth chief of police in July 2007, began 
his professional career in law enforcement 
in 1986 in California, where he grew up, and 
earned his Bachelor of Science degree in 
public administration from the University 
of La Verne
Contact: 947-5030 or 
art.acevedo@ci.ustin.tx.us

For full interview, visit more.impactnews.com/3901

to the scene when the crime is committed. 
Consequently, they have an extremely high 
success rate. We want to be able to pass on 
that success rate to the rest of the crimes in 
our city. 

6533 East Hill Drive   l   Austin, TX 78731   l   near Far West Blvd. and North Mopac Expressway

A Northwest Hills 
Community

with City Views

A CONDOMINIUM COMMUNITY

www.aust indentalsmiles.com

• General dentistry
• Zoom!® in office tooth whitening
• Digital x-rays
•  Payment plans and interest 

free financing
• Most insurance plans accepted
• Senior discount available
• Se habla español

512-467-9955

Dental Smiles, P.A.
Dr. Divya Shetty, D.M.D

Oral examination
X-rays and consultation

$49
For new patients only

Expires 5-31-09

Twin Towers
1106 Clayton Ln., Ste. 202e

Austin, TX 78723
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Remodeling • Aged Wood Floors
Specialty Painting • Custom Furnishings

Accessories and Gifts

3401 West Slaughter Lane • Austin, Texas  78748 • www.sitrichouseandhome.com

512-291-0804

30% off all home accessories 
with this coupon

Excludes Farrow & Ball paint and wallpaper
Expires May 30, 2009

Exceeding Expectations!

•  Full-time real estate professional with 
over 13 years experience

•  Fully customized market analysis for 
each individual home

•  Serving all clients with tenacity, 
determination and high ethics

Ruth E. Vela
MBA, ABR Realtor
512-964-3434 Mobile
512-476-1591 Offi ce
www.presidiogroup.com
velaruthe@yahoo.com

Call Me Today!

• New construction
• Remodels and additions
• Architectural and design services
• Energy and environmentally friendly building
• Landscaping and pools

Custom Builders of Austin
www.custombuildersofaustin.com
512-820-8004

Call today for a FREE consultation

Member of the Home Builders Association 
of Greater Austin

I N V E S T I N  Y O U R M O S T V A L U A B L E  A S S E T :
Y O U R H O M E .

www.TaylorMorrison.com© 2008 Taylor Morrison. Information contained within this advertisement is correct at  time of publication and subject to change. TAYLOR MORRISON, INSPIRED BY YOU, HOMES INSPIRED BY YOU and The 4 Man Logo 
are trademarks or registered trademarks of Taylor Morrison, Inc. or of one of its affiliates.  Marks used by permission only.  For more information about Taylor Morrison, please visit our website at http://www.taylormorrison.com

ONE HOME. ONE STORY. Countless M emories.

Homes Inspired by You
Find your inspiration in any one of our 
desirable communities across Central Texas.

HOMES FROM THE MID $100’S TO $1+ MILLION

Teravista
512-388-4740
Paloma Lake
512-341-7611
Walsh Ranch
512-733-7600
VVillages of Berry Creek
512-763-1212 
Whitestone Oaks
512-259-3357

Brodie Springs
512-292-6186
Falconhead West
512-263-5196
Steiner Ranch
512-845-7350
Senna HillsSenna Hills
512-263-2655
Pioneer Crossing
512-490-2441
Legends Village
512-845-7350
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Residential Real Estate Neighborhoods at a glance
Fairview Park - 78704 Shoalmont - 78756 

Featured homes Featured homes

1 408 E. Annie St.
2 Br/1 Ba | 828 sq. ft.
Agent: Sandra Bowman, Green Mango

$319,900
447-5000

2 5211 Woodview Ave.
2 Br/1.5 Ba | 1,336 sq. ft.
Agent: Don Fry, Prudential Texas Realty

$286,600
944-9274

3 1409 Newning Ave.
2 Br/1 Ba | 2,112 sq. ft.
Agent: Sara Madera, Turnquist Partners

$575,000
469-0894

3 2308 Shoalmont Drive
3 Br/3.5 Ba | 2,775 sq. ft.
Agent: Christa Holt, Presidio Group

$649,000
825-5454

2 1511 Drake Ave.
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,868 sq. ft.
Agent: Kenneth Hilbig, Moreland Properties

$415,000
751-4306

4 1803 Brackenridge St.
3 Br/3 Ba | 2,931 sq. ft.
Agent: Jennifer Kremers, Keller Williams Realty

$824,999
422-6050

4 5408 Montview St.
2 Br/1 Ba | 918 sq. ft.
Agent: Judith Arnold, Amelia Bullock

$339,000
431-9244

Located in Travis Heights, this tree-filled 
neighborhood is close to everything. Lady 
Bird Lake is just across the street, and 
downtown is right around the corner.
Schools

Travis Heights Elementary School•	
Fulmore Middle School•	
Travis High School•	

Monstrous homes and humble abodes share 
this beautiful neighborhood located off Shoal 
Creek Boulevard. Quiet streets and friendly 
neighbors make it ideal for families.
Schools

Gullett Elementary School•	
Lamar Middle School•	
McCallum High School•	

1 5404 Montview St.
3 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,280 sq. ft.
Agent: Kay Lawley, Urban Properties of Texas

$559,000
656-5135
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Less than $149,999
$150,000-$199,999
$200,000-$299,999
$300,000-$399,999
$400,000-$499,999
$500,000-$599,999
$600,000-$799,999
$800,000-$999,999
$1 million + 

5/89
4/57

35/124
46/118
24/130
12/125
16/179
7/224

25/194

2/167
12/126
31/125
33/128
38/96

41/122
50/105
30/117
69/89

19/47
35/97

61/126
78/110
57/108
31/86
32/76
14/90
12/62

5/98
9/66

18/77
26/88

34/100
33/85
29/83

21/101
17/83

6/113
7/76

27/133
25/103
16/110

7/81
5/91

1/119
-

8/58
8/61

15/102
20/67
11/38
5/72

10/82
-
-

29/93
11/101
37/91
32/93
5/108
1/15

-
-
-

Price range Number of homes for sale/ Avg. days on market

Mar. 2009
Mar. 2008

Mar. 2009
Mar. 2008

Month  

 3/$242,500 13/$510,000 23/$329,900 17/$449,000
 14/$305,575 33/$503,000 48/$276,750 29/$420,000

 8/$283,750 6/$332,500 20/$262,500 
 11/$265,000 12/$257,750 32/$237,500

On the market*  (March 1-31) Monthly home sales*

*Market data include condominiums, townhomes and houses.

78701 7870178704 7870478703 7870378731 7873178751 78756 78757
Number sold/Median price

Market data provided by the Austin Board of Realtors
Residential Real Estate Market Data

Month  
78751 78756 78757

Number sold/Median price

Shoal Creek Blvd.

NN

Consult with your Austin REALTOR® to learn  
 more or visit www.AustinHomeSearch.com.

BROugHT TO yOu By THE AuSTin BOARd Of REALTORS®

C entra l  Texas  Real  Estate  
i s  Dif ferent .  

Get the facts from your REALTOR® today.
There aren’t many investments that have held their value like Central Texas real estate. In fact, the average Central Texas home 
purchased just six years ago has appreciated 20 percent. With plenty of homes available and interest rates at 40-year lows, now 
may just be the best time for you to move up. Why not learn how you could build wealth through Austin real estate today?
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www.heartsaverct.com (512) 407-SAVE

It’s not just the blue eyes and curly hair. It’s heart disease. With a 
HeartSaver CT scan at Heart Hospital of Austin, you can find out 
if you’re at risk. This relaxing, pain-free procedure can spot heart 
disease years before you show symptoms. So while you can’t 
control what you inherit from your parents, you can take steps to 
protect your heart. 

Check your family inheritance.
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You won’t fi nd an easier, more cost-effective way to
BUY and INSTALL NATURAL STONES. 

1

2

Come by and select from our 25,000 sq ft warehouse - 
the largest warehouse in Austin!
Pacific Shore is a processor, importer and wholesaler of exotic 
natural stones. We offer granite, marble, travertine, slate and a 
number of other stones in slabs or tiles to meet your needs.

We will connect you to a fi rst class installer.

Have your installer order 
your granite through us 
and we’ll throw in the

kitchen sink 
value of $299

With minimum purchase. Must present coupon.
Certain Restrictions Apply. Expires 5/7/09.

We have developed joint ventures with quarries across the world so that you can have 
access to the � nest blocks. As one of the few distributors in the U.S. with its own factories 
overseas, we have complete control over the processing of stone blocks into polished, 
resined slabs. We distribute the highest quality, hand selected stone through � ve 
company-owned distribution centers across the U.S. as well as through other wholesalers. Each 
center maintains a large inventory of over 120 colors to support fabricators, consumers and 
designers in selecting the right stone for their projects.

10220 Metropolitan Drive
Austin, TX 78758
512.339.2300

Beautiful Granite
DIRECT FROM THE SOURCE

Health 
Insurance

14 Employee Accounting Firm 
current rates             $11,232 / mo.
Current agent says: Stay where you are, you 
have the best of the best available, can’t get 
any better, to reduce your cost let’s just raise 
your deductible.

Austin Brokerage Company says: Always 
check for better rates and bene ts.
RESULTS: Savings of $24,000 a year with lower 
of ce visit copays and lower deductibles. 

Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Scott and White Health Plan, United Healthcare, Cigna, we represent all the top 
companies.  Let us compare your benefit package. Service is our top priority. We help with claims, billing and other 
service issues.

Call for a no-obligation quote tailored to meet your needs or email quote request to: info@austinbrokerage.com  

512.835.9439
We also offer individual health plans.

An Independent Insurance Agency

planns.p

Husband and wife 
own a business
Agents say You need an 
employee or no group.

Austin Brokerage Company 
says: We can help get you a 
group.
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Vickie & Pitt Garrett


