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Applying for federal financial aid soon to be required
Goal to increase students going to college

The cost of college continues to increase, but too o� en, 
� nancial aid o�  cials say, students fail to tap into existing 
resources, resulting in “money le�  on the table.”

A new state law could help. Included in House Bill 3, 
which focused on school � nance reform, is a require-
ment that all high school students � ll out and submit a 
free application for federal student aid, or FAFSA, prior 
to graduating. Current high school sophomores who 

graduate in 2022 will be the � rst class to fall under the 
new law. 

“People feel that if you complete the FAFSA, you’d be 
more inclined to want to go to college [and] to learn more 
about � nancial aid,” said Jerel Booker, assistant commis-
sioner for college readiness and success with the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board. “A lot of people 
feel the biggest reason … students aren’t going is because 
of costs.”

Students who apply for federal aid could become 

McKinney to collect 
taxes from Airbnb

The city of McKinney is looking 
to Airbnb for help collecting thou-
sands of dollars in local hotel occu-
pancy taxes from residents renting 
out their properties to visitors.

McKinney has been collecting 
local lodging taxes from 15 prop-
erties but estimates that at least 35 
more are not paying, said Mark Hol-
loway, chief � nancial o�  cer for the 
city of McKinney.

And the city could be missing out

BY EMILY DAVIS
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A new state law will require all high 
school students, beginning with 
the class of 2022, to fi ll out a free 
application for federal student aid, 
or FAFSA, before graduating. Here 
are the estimated completion rates 
for federal aid applications among 
students in area districts for the 
2019-20 cycle. Data is current as 
of Sept. 20. Completion rates are 
reported as a range.
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WHO IS APPLYING FOR AID? NEW REQUIREMENT

Airbnb’s
HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAXES

In 2017, Airbnb began collecting the 
state’s percentage of hotel occupancy 
taxes from Texas short-term rental 
operators. Now McKinney is working 
with Airbnb on an agreement to try to 
collect the city’s share.

State hotel 
occupancy
tax

6%

collected in 2018 
from Airbnb

$15.3M
collected in 2017 
from Airbnb

$24M
SOURCES: AIRBNB, CITY OF MCKINNEY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

MCKINNEY

McKinney
hotel occu-
pancy tax 7%
$15K
collected in 2018 from 
15 short-term rentals

$27K+
projected to 
collect with 
agreement 

from Airbnb

50%
to

54%

55%
to

59%

60%
to

64%

N/A

55%
to

59%

55%
to

59%

55%
to

59%

60%
to

64%

Before graduating high school, Texas students 
will be required to do one of the following: 

SOURCES: TEXAS HOUSE BILL 3, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Complete and submit the free application for 

federal student aid, or FAFSA; 

Complete and submit a Texas application for state 

fi nancial aid, or TASFA; 

Have a signed waiver from a parent exempting 

the student from completing the fi nancial aid 

application; or

Have a signed waiver from a school counselor 

stating the student may decline to complete and 

submit an application for “good cause as determined 

by the school counselor.”
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EMERSON�PROCESS
REGU�TOR
TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

McKINNEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

FOR TICKET AND INFORMATION, CALL 214-544-4630

www.McKINNEYPERFORMINGARTSCENTER.org

featuringyyy yyy

NOBUNTU
FRIDAY
OCT. 25

8 P.M.
$20 - $30

Jazz 
Ambassadors
of the U.S. Army 
Field Band

Thursday
Nov. 14
7:30 p.m.
Free

TRAIL

mckinney parks & recreation's

26
4:30-7pm

Register online: www.mckinneytexas.org/trickortreat

TOWNE LAKE
RECREATIONAL AREA

EVENT

Followed by activities and an outdoor 

viewing of Hocus Pocus (begins at dusk) 

at the Community Center

2001 S. Central Expwy. • McKinney

City of McKinney provides 
excellent value for your tax dollars

For each city service funded using property tax dollars, the City of McKinney delivers a big bang for your buck 
in comparison with the cost of every day items.

McKinney
ISD - 66%
$5,203

Collin
College - 3%

$284

Collin
County - 8%

$612

City of
McKinney - 23%

$1,802Many taxpayers are surprised to learn that only 23¢ of every 
dollar paid in property taxes goes to the City of McKinney to 
fund vital services like public safety, streets and parks. This 
chart shows how property tax dollars are distributed among the 
four taxing entities.

Where your tax dollars go

What your tax dollars get you

Amounts are based on operating costs and the annual city property tax bill of $1,802 assessed on an average McKinney home value of $349,567.

BASED ON A TOTAL PROPERTY TAX BILL OF $7,901
ASSESSED ON AN AVERAGE McKINNEY HOME VALUE OF $349,567

• 2,500 acres of open spaces
• 40 parks
• 6 recreation facilities
• 66 miles of hike and bike trails

PARKS & RECREATION

PUBLIC WORKS

Compare to:
$50

Compare to:
$40
tank of gas

�10
LIBRARY

PUBLIC SAFETY

Compare to:
$13

�4

�12 �69

• 2 libraries
• 230,000+ items in collection
• 1 mobile outreach vehicle 
• 200 monthly programs 
• 4,400 avg. monthly sessions on 

online databases and resources

• 775 streetlights
• 88 traffic signals
• 3,200 stop signs
• 1,600 lane miles of streets

• 15,000 fire unit responses 
annually

• 9 fire stations
• 7,796 fire inspections annually
• Community Health Program, 

commercial and residential fire 
and life safety self-inspection 
program, and McTown Klownz 
program

• 76,000+ calls for police service 
annually

• 90 neighborhood watch groups 
• Crime rate down 30% over the last 

5 years (for all UCR crimes)
• Victim services, K9, SWAT, School 

Resource Officers, Neighborhood 
Police Officers, Mounted Patrol, 
Forensic Investigations, Traffic 
Unit, summer teen camps, Police 
Explorers

Compare to:
$80 monthly mobile 

phone service

monthly Amazon 
Prime membership

monthly gym 
membership

monthly amount 
per household

monthly amount 
per household

monthly amount 
per household

monthly amount 
per household

SEARCHING FOR

MAP YOUR TREASURE HUNT! 
• SEARCH FOR SALE TYPE
• PLAN YOUR ROUTE
• SEE SALE TIMES & DATES
• BROWSE ITEMS FOR SALE

GARAGE SALE PERMITS
AVAILABLE ONLINE!

• Residents are allowed up to two 
garage sales a year per address

• Permits are FREE and REQUIRED
• APPLY and PRINT permits online

WWW.MCKINNEYTEXAS.ORG/GARAGESALE

Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?Garage Sales?
CHECK OUT THE MCKINNEY
GARAGE SALEMAP!

HAVING A SALE?

Permitted sales are added to the online map! 

Residents should check their HOA rules to see if garage sales are allowed in their neighborhood. 

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com2
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Celebrate your power 
against breast cancer
Join us for lunch as we focus on your breast health and 
celebrate the lifesaving power of mammograms. When 
you get a mammogram and challenge a friend, you double 
your impact. That’s what we call The Power of 2. 

Breast Cancer Awareness Luncheon
Date: Thursday, October 24
Time: 11:30 AM
Location: Baylor Scott & White The Heart Hospital – Plano

1100 Allied Drive, Plano, TX 75093

Register today!
BSWHealth.com/Events
1.844.BSW.DOCS

Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and do not 
provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers or Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2019 Baylor Scott & White Health. BSWMCMCK_299_2019 L/GD

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com4



BrookhavenChurch

Join us for Sunday Worship services at 10 & 11:30am
We off er ministry for your children during both services.

STACY RD.

RI
DG

E R
D.

972-363-0200

BROOKHAVENCHURCH.COM
Come find out for yourself why so many people are calling 

Brookhaven Church their new church home.

OUR CHURCH IS GROWING!
WE’VE ADDED A NEW WORSHIP SERVICE 
AND NEW TIMES TO SERVE YOU BETTER.

6101 STACY ROAD � MCKINNEY, TX

McKinney edition • October 2019 5

Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? 
Send it to mckfeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Barbara Delk
GENERAL MANAGER

bdelk@communityimpact.com

Miranda Jaimes
EDITOR
mjaimes@communityimpact.com

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

“Can I a� ord college?” was a question 
all my children asked as they looked at 
the increasing rates of schools they were 
interested in attending. I also wondered 
whether I could a� ord to send them to the 
college or university of their choice. 

 In this month’s edition, we focus on 
higher education. Our story on Page 30 
explains that federal � nancial aid appli-
cations will be mandatory for graduating 
high school students beginning with the 
2021-22 academic year.  

 With safety in mind, Page 25 has 
updates on the progress of Collin College’s 
School Marshal Program, which will 

train sta�  who have concealed handgun 
licenses.  

On another note, fall events are happen-
ing in McKinney. See Page 10 for all the 
events taking place in our community!

And � nally, don’t forget to join the 
Community Impact Newspaper team from 
4-5:30 p.m. Oct. 10 at Rick’s Chophouse. 
Refreshments and hors d’oeuvres will be 
available, and you can learn how our ded-
icated editorial team works to be among 
the � rst to report on local news and how 
the design team creates the amazing 
graphics!  I look forward to seeing you 
there!

The increasing cost of college

Hello, McKinney readers! It’s time to introduce 
myself as the new McKinney editor for Community 
Impact Newspaper. I’ve been serving as the editor of 
Community Impact Newspaper in Grapevine, Col-
leyville and Southlake for the last two years, and I am 
delighted to now be the editor of our sister paper.

Something that a� ects all of us here is elections. 
We have one coming up Nov. 5 that will include 10 
proposed amendments to the state’s Constitution. 
The Texas Secretary of State O�  ce has prepared a 
breakdown on how the ballot language will read and 
what each proposition means. The breakdown can be 
viewed at www.votetexas.org.

I am thrilled to get to report on the city’s growth and 
changes. Former editor Cassidy Ritter and reporter 
Emily Davis have introduced me to so many leaders in 
McKinney, and it is obvious this city is teeming with 
stories. I hope to provide some insight to help our 
readers be informed about where they live.

Where can I fi nd what’s on the ballot?

Corrections: 

Volume 5, Issue 6

Page 25: On the map of 
McKinney ISD schools, the 
locations of Caldwell and Eddins 
Elementary schools were 
swapped.

Page 27: Under “Funding: Who 
pays for Charter Schools?” it 
should state that charter schools 
receive state funding based on 
the average daily attendance of 
students. They do not receive 
funding from local tax dollars 
but may get facilities funding.
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SMART’S PROFESSIONAL SHARPENING SERVICES

WE WOULD BE HONORED TO PUT A PROFESSIONAL EDGE ON ALL OF YOUR CUTTING IMPLEMENTS!

CALL OR EMAIL FOR PRICING 214-882-0441     KNIVES@PRODIGY.NET      WWW.SMARTSSHARPENING.NET

FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY
WITHIN 15 MILE RADIUS (MCKINNEY AREA) 5 ITEM MINIMUM. 

10% OFF 10 ITEMS 
OR MORE

MENTION OFFER: 
IMPACT

EXPIRES 11/1/19

ATTENTION CHEFS & BUTCHERS!
\WE SELL CULINARY GRADE 

CUTLERY.

BOB AND VICKIE RODEN | (972) 978-0072 | UTMOSTTRAVEL.COM

• Escorted Tours • River and Ocean Cruises 
• All-Inclusive Resorts • Groups 

We’ll help you get there

Get Away.
Travel planning at no cost  to you!

We’ll help you get there

Travel planning at no cost to you!
Escorted Tours • River and Ocean Cruises

All-Inclusive Resorts • Groups

BOB AND VICKIE RODEN
(972) 978-0072

UTMOSTTRAVEL.COM

Utmost Travel
BY CRUISE PLANNERS

READERS’ CHOICE

best of

2019

MCKINNEY
& ALLEN
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WEST IMPACTS

Supplies Plus store to offer full grooming 
services, including teeth-brushing and 
hairstyling as well as a self-service dog 
wash. www.petsuppliesplus.com 

  8  Sweetwaters Coffee & Tea opened 
Sept. 29 in Craig Ranch at 4701 S. Custer 
Road, Ste. 500, McKinney. The business 
offers handcrafted espresso drinks, 
whole-leaf specialty tea, frozen drinks, 
baked pastries, bottled cold brew, 
desserts and grab-and-go food. The 
location will celebrate its opening with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony Oct. 10 at 11 
a.m. Sweetwaters also has a location in 
Richardson, at 3613 Shire Blvd., Ste. 110, 
and others throughout the nation. 
214-564-8488. www.sweetwaterscafe.
com/tx-mckinney-craig-ranch

  9  Warrior Martial Arts Academy
opened Sept. 7 at 6840 Virginia Parkway, 
Ste. 145, McKinney. The academy offers a 
full mixed martial arts curriculum featuring 
Brazilian jiu-jitsu and kickboxing. Warrior 
Martial Arts also has academies in Frisco, 
Little Elm and Flower Mound. 
469-500-6198. www.warriormartialarts
academy.com/locations/west-mckinney

COMING SOON

 10 Row House expects to open a location 
in McKinney at 7901 Eldorado Parkway, 
Ste. 145, according to its website. Row 
House is a fi tness center featuring indoor 
rowing workouts. Classes are 45 minutes 
long and offer low-impact, full-body work-
outs, according to its website. Row House 
also offers a combination of classes for dif-
ferent skill sets and body types. The fi tness 
center has more than 250 locations in the 
U.S. and Canada, including newly opened 
locations in Frisco and Southlake. 
469-782-9881. www.therowhouse.com

 11 Tropical Smoothie Cafe expects 
to open its second McKinney location 
in mid-October at 6675 S. Custer Road, 
Ste. 100, McKinney. The cafe will serve 
smoothies, wraps, bowls, fl atbreads, 
sandwiches and breakfast items. Tropi-
cal Smoothie Cafe also has a location on 

NOW OPEN

  1  Amazing Lash Studio opened Sept. 
20 at 2651 Ridge Road, Ste. 102, McKin-
ney. The studio offers lash lifts, eyelash ex-
tensions and lash maintenance products, 
according to its website. Amazing Lash 
Studio also offers customer memberships. 
214-225-3419.
www.amazinglashstudio.com

  2  Awesome Kids Academy opened 
Sept. 16 at 3801 Alma Road, McKinney. 
The approximately 9,000-square-foot 
facility is a day care offering play-based 
academic learning for children in infancy 
through age 13. Awesome Kids Academy 
also has a location in Plano. 214-592-0885.
www.awesomekids-academy.com

  3  Chase Bank opened Sept. 6 in its 
new facility at 5201 W. University Drive, 

McKinney, in the Kroger Marketplace 
shopping center. Chase Bank offers debit 
and credit cards, loans, fi nancial planning,  
investment advising and more. The new 
location has an open fl oor plan with a 
living room-style sitting area in the center 
that will be used for small meetings with 
customers about fi nancial planning and 
saving, according to the bank. The new 
location also has a 24-hour ATM. 
469-408-1718. www.chase.com

  4  Dogtopia opened Sept. 30 at 8416 
Stacy Road, McKinney. Dogtopia offers 
dog day care, spa services and boarding. 
The modern, nearly 5,500-square-foot 
open-play facility allows dogs to social-
ize and learn skills. Dogtopia also offers 
webcam access. Dogtopia has locations in 
Dallas and Plano. A grand opening event 
will be held Oct. 12. 972-954-2322. 
www.dogtopia.com/mckinney

  5  First Watch, a daytime-only restau-
rant specializing in breakfast, brunch 
and lunch, opened Sept. 9 at 3009 S. 
Custer Road, Ste. 600, McKinney. The 
3,600-square-foot restaurant is one of the 
chain’s fi rst locations in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area to feature new breakfast cock-
tails. First Watch offers traditional and 
unique farm-fresh meals as well as coffee, 
tea and juices. A second First Watch loca-
tion is expected to open in McKinney this 
October at 3530 W. University Drive, Ste. 
300. The Custer location can be reached 
at 214-271-5101. www.fi rstwatch.com

  6  The Glass House TX is expected to 
open in early October, after this newspa-
per’s print deadline, at 6000 McKinney 
Ranch Parkway, Ste. 120, McKinney. The 
Glass House is a smoke shop and CBD 
hemp store, according to the business. 
Glass House offers CBD products, e-ciga-
rettes and vape juices, apparel and more. 
www.theglasshousetx.com

  7  Pet Supplies Plus expects to open 
Oct. 5, after this newspaper’s print dead-
line, at 1821 N. Lake Forest Drive, Ste. 900, 
McKinney. Pet Supplies Plus will offer food 
and supplies for dogs, cats, birds, rep-
tiles, small pets and more. The McKinney 
location will be the fi rst North Texas Pet 

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding.  COMPILED BY EMILY DAVIS
News or questions about McKinney? 

Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.
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 972-369-7775
305 E. Virginia St., McKinney • peakcre.com

Looking for offi ce space? We’ve got you covered. 
We broker and manage properties across the state 

and are here to help. Call us for all of your commercial 
brokerage needs.

301 N. Custer Rd. #180 McKinney, Texas 
214-592-8841 | � .com/McKinneyUncorkd

UNCORKDBARANDGRILL.COM

Join us for lunch!
Check out our Facebook page 

for weekly specials.
LOCALLY�OWNED

& OPERATED

BEDFORD LN.

N
. C

U
STE

R
�R

D
.

VIRGINIA�PKWY.

20% off Lunch
M-F 11am-2pm

� PER�ADULT�DURING�LUNCH�HOURS.

YOUR�NEIGHBORHOOD�HANGOUT
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University Drive in McKinney and spots in 
Frisco and Plano. 770-821-1900.
www.tropicalsmoothiecafe.com

RENOVATIONS

 12 Pure Barre McKinney, located at 
6840 Virginia Parkway, Ste. 135, McKin-
ney, reopened Aug. 29 after undergoing 
renovations to its studio. New features 
include modernized fi nishes, new studio 
fl ooring and new lobby lighting. 
214-592-9471. 
www.purebarre.com/tx-mckinney 

ANNIVERSARIES

13 Grind Burger Bar + Tap Room
opened Oct. 4 last year at 7500 Stacy 
Road, Ste. 150, McKinney. The restau-
rant hosts community events and serves 
chef-driven burgers, wings, chicken sand-
wiches, paninis, salads and more. Grind 
Burger also offers wine, craft cocktails and 
beer on tap. 469-631-7330. 
www.grindburgerbar.com

 14 I Love Juice Bar’s McKinney location 
turned a year old Sept. 28. The juice bar, 
located at 301 N. Custer Road, Ste. 100, 
McKinney, was I Love Juice Bar’s fi rst 
location nationwide to offer a drive-thru. I 
Love Juice Bar is a vegetarian, gluten-free 
and “organic-when-possible” juice and 
smoothie shop. 760-219-4641.
 www.ilovejuicebar.com/mckinney

IN THE NEWS

 15 Owners Seth and Dane McGinnis of 
Classic Heating & Air in McKinney were 
selected as a 2019 winner of American 
Standard Heating & Air Conditioning’s 
second annual Building a Higher Standard 
award, according to a news release. This 
award recognizes the brand’s best-in-class 
independent HVAC dealers from across the 
country, the release said. Classic Heating 
& Air was one of four winners and the only 
one in Texas. The business is located at 5100 
Eldorado Parkway, Ste. 102, McKinney.
214-310-2665. www.classicheatandair.com

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 P
R

E
ST

O
N

W
O

O
D

 C
H

R
IS

TI
A

N
 A

C
A

D
E

M
Y

WORTH THE TRIP—EXPANSION

Prestonwood Christian Academy North  and Prestonwood Baptist Church have 
broken ground on a new 37,000-square-foot expansion to its campus in Prosper. 
The campus, located at 1001 W. Prosper Trail, will include seven new classrooms, a 
second gym and space for future growth that will provide another 10 classrooms once 
complete. Construction is expected to wrap up by August 2020 in time for the start of 
the 2020-21 school year. PCA North offers a Christian-based education to more than 
220 students ages pre-K through ninth grade and is now enrolling 10th grade students 
for the fi rst time. The expansion will allow space for up to 350 students. 972-798-6780. 
www.prestonwoodchristian.org/pca-north
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Dick Stevens, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
205 W Louisiana St Ste 202
McKinney, TX 75069
214-856-4404

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones ranks highest in investor satisfaction with 
full service brokerage fi rms, according to the J.D. Power 
2019 U.S. Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM

Why? Because we’re built for listening.
So what’s important to you? 
Contact me at 214-856-4404 to get started.
Edward Jones - It’s Time for Investing to Feel Individual. 
Study based on responses from more than 4,629 investors who primarily invest with one of the 18 fi rms included in 
the study. The majority of the study was fi elded in December 2018. Your experiences may vary. Rating may not be 
indicative of future performance and may not be representative of any one client’s experience because it refl ects an 
average of experiences of responding clients. Visit jdpower.com/awards.
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EAST IMPACTS

  8  Infi nity Realty Partners and Brahma 
Title & Escrow expect to open a new 
corporate headquarters at the corner of 
Eldorado Parkway and College Street in 
McKinney in spring 2020. Currently located 
at 5900 Lake Forest Drive, Ste. 390, McKin-
ney, these Texas-based real estate and title 
insurance fi rms work with clients to fi nd 
and negotiate real estate transactions. The 
new building will house other businesses 
as well, but those are still to be determined. 
www.infi nityrealtytexas.com.
 www.brahmatitle.com

  9  Mary’s, located at 4150 Eldorado Park-
way, expects to open mid-October. Mary’s 
will be an upscale breakfast and brunch 
restaurant, according to the owners, and 
will offer a daily happy hour from 3-6 p.m. 
Menu items will include french toast, waf-
fl es, sandwiches, burgers, coffee, Bloody 
Marys, mimosas and more. 469-422-6347. 
www.imatmarys.com

RELOCATIONS

 10 Hope Clinic of McKinney relocat-
ed in September from its location in the 
Baptist Immigration Center, 505 Titus St., 
McKinney, to its new permanent address at 
103 E. Lamar St., McKinney. Hope Clinic’s 
last day in its former location was Sept. 16, 
and it opened in the new location Sept. 19. 
The new location offers more space and will 
be open additional hours to provide care 
to more patients, offi cials said. Hope Clinic 
offers medical, vision and behavioral health 
care to underinsured and underserved 
patients in McKinney. To celebrate the new 
location, a grand opening will be held 4:30 
p.m. Oct. 15 with tours until 7 p.m. 
469-712-4246. 
www.hopeclinicmckinney.org

RENOVATIONS

 11 First United Bank renovated its corpo-
rate space at 1700 Redbud Blvd., Ste. 200, 
McKinney, at the end of July. Renovations to 
the space include the addition of an open 
and collaborative work space. The compa-

NOW OPEN

  1  The Alt Shop opened Aug. 1 at 207 
E. Virginia St., Ste. 212, McKinney. The Alt 
Shop specializes in bridal alterations and 
suit tailoring but also offers alterations for 
all types of clothing. Owner Melissa Bell 
said she has been doing bridal alterations 
and suit tailoring for more than eight years. 
702-477-9042. www.facebook.com/
thealtshopmckinney

  2  First Watch was expected to open Oct. 
7—after this newspaper’s print deadline of 
Oct. 2—at 3530 W. University Drive, Ste. 
300, McKinney. The breakfast, brunch and 
lunch restaurant offers traditional fare, 
including pancakes, waffl es, toast and om-
elets in addition to power bowls, salads and 
sandwiches. First Watch also offers coffee, 
tea and juices. This is the restaurant’s sec-
ond location in McKinney; the fi rst location 
opened Sept. 9 on Custer Road. 
469-281-0999. www.fi rstwatch.com

  3  Home Kabob & Bakery Mediterra-
nean Grill opened in July at 4550 W. Eldo-
rado Parkway, Ste. 103, McKinney. Home 
Kabob offers kabobs, gyros, hummus, 
tabbouleh and other Mediterranean dishes. 
469-714-0155. www.homekabob.com

  4  Jersey Mike’s Subs opened Sept. 11 at 
4200 Eldorado Parkway, Ste. 400, McKin-
ney. Jersey Mike’s offers hot and cold sub 
sandwiches, wraps and desserts available 
for catering and pickup. Breads are baked 
in-store, and meats and cheeses are sliced 
to customers’ specifi cations. Jersey Mike’s 
also opened another location in McKinney 
earlier this year on Lake Forest Drive. 
972-547-6400. www.jerseymikes.com

  5  SpringHill Suites by Marriott opened 
a new location Sept. 19 at 2660 S. Central 
Expressway, McKinney. The hotel offers 
125 suites, a fi tness center, a pool, free 
Wi-Fi and a free breakfast buffet. 
469-678-5047. www.marriott.com/
hotels/travel/dalsk-springhill-suites-
dallas-mckinney-allen

  6  William Williams Rare Jewels
opened Sept. 16 at 203A E. Virginia St., 
McKinney. The retail store offers Rolex sales 
and service; services luxury timepieces, 
recut diamonds and colored gemstones; ap-
praises jewelry; and makes custom jewelry. 
William Williams also offers repair services 
for jewelry and specializes in diamonds and 
engagement rings. 214-842-4260. 
www.williamwilliamsrarejewels.com 

COMING SOON

  7  Graphite expects to open the weekend 
of Oct. 18 at 211 N. Tennessee St., McKinney, 
in the former location of 31Ten Boutique. 
The store strives to renew the lost form of 
written communication, according to the 
owners. Graphite offers a wide variety of 
pencils from international and national 
brands as well as sharpeners, erasers, 
stationary, stickers, cards, books, socks, 
T-shirts and more. The store will also host 
events and monthly classes to teach hand-
writing, calligraphy, letter writing, journaling 
and sketching, among other skills. 
214-548-5380. www.thegraphitestore.com

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding.  COMPILED BY EMILY DAVIS 
AND CASSIDY RITTER

News or questions about McKinney? 
Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.
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FREE in home CONSULT

Let us help you design
the room of your dreams!

Luxury you can afford

McKinney Furniture and Design
2001 Central Cir

McKinney, TX 75069
469-952-6404

peakroofingconstruction.com

Call for a FREE roof and  
gutter inspection.

972-335-7325 

FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED

FOR BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
This Real Roofer Wears Pink

Wearing pink is not 
enough. 
Please join Peak and the 24 
Collin County Real Men Wear 
Pink participants in raising 
awareness and donations to 
fight breast cancer.

To donate, go to Real 
Men Wear Pink of 
Collin County, Select 
Jeff Riss
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ny also added a mothers’ room, a dedicated 
training room, a lounge area, booth seating, 
focus rooms and huddle rooms for smaller 
team meetings and private phone calls. 
This location offi ces about 60 corporate 
employees and has additional room for 
growth, said Melissa Perrin, senior people 
and culture offi cer for First United Bank. 
469-548-3010. www.fi rstunitedbank.com

NAME CHANGE

 12  Sol’s Tex Mex & Tequila Bar, located at 
119 W. Virginia St. in downtown McKinney, 
was renamed El Mejor Mexican Kitchen 
+ Cantina on Sept. 1. The name change 
also comes with new ownership. New 
co-owners Oscar Zamora and John Moore 
have more than 30 years of combined 
experience operating restaurants in North 
Texas. El Mejor offers a tequila-centric 
cocktail menu and items made with local 
fresh produce. The menu consists of que-
so, salsa, tortilla soup, enchiladas, tacos, 
chimichangas, fajitas, burgers, sandwich-
es, fi sh and chips and more. 
214-548-4258. 
https://elmejormckinney.business.site

CLOSINGS

 13 Butcher Board, located at 216 W. 
Virginia St., Ste. 102, McKinney, announced 
its closure Sept. 9. The restaurant had 
served made-to-order sandwiches in down-
town McKinney since its opening in May 

2016. Butcher Board also closed its Frisco 
restaurant, located at 5729 Lebanon Road, 
Ste. 100, Frisco, according to its Instagram 
page. www.butcherboard.com

 14 Sugarbacon Proper Kitchen, located 
at 216 W. Virginia, Ste. 100, McKinney, 
announced its closure on Sept. 30 via 
Facebook. The restaurant, located on The 
Square, opened in 2016. Sugarbacon was 
sister restaurants with Butcher Board, 
which also closed. Menu items included 
brunch, lunch and dinner options such as 
pork belly, as well as beer, wine and more. 
www.sugarbacon.com
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FEATURED IMPACT—NOW OPEN

Guitars & Growlers opened Sept. 23 at 2741 Virginia Parkway, Ste. 500, McKinney. 
The 3,500-square-foot restaurant serves subs, charcuterie boards, paninis and more. 
The business also sells handmade guitars and beer and wine to go. Owner Amy Baker 
said Guitars & Growlers will also have live music, bingo and trivia nights. Guitars & 
Growlers opened a location in 2017 in Richardson at 581 W. Campbell Road, Ste. 101. 
www.guitarsandgrowlers.com
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BEer Food Music Market Games

www.VISITDOWNTOWNPLANO.COM/STEINFEST

   

FRI. 5-11 PM SAT. 10 AM-10 PM

DOWNTOWN PLANO ARTS DISTRICT

2019

HELP US FULFILL 
OUR MISSION

to Provide Affordable 
Homes for Deserving 
Families.

OUR WORKFORCE GIVING PROGRAMS PROVIDE A WAY FOR 
COMPANIES & THEIR EMPLOYEES TO GET INVOLVED LOCALLY. 

• Employee Matching Gifts
• Volunteer Support Programs
• Donations through Payroll Deduction
• Annual Giving Campaigns

To learn more, visit us online: 
HABITATCOLLINCOUNTY.ORG

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10
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CHECK OUT RATRODTOBER
TUPPS BREWERY, 721 ANDERSON ST., MCKINNEY

OCT.
12

Attend Ratrodtober to see historical vehicles, rat rods, hot rods, muscle cars, classic cars, 
vintage motorcycles, vintage bicycles and more. The event will feature food vendors, 
drinks, minibike races, live music, raffl es for a minibike and more. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free 
(admission), $20 (vehicle registration). Tupps Brewery, 721 Anderson St., McKinney. 
972-591-3858. www.ratrodtober.com

TO-DO LIST

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. 

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER

OCTOBER

10 THROUGH 12
VISIT A HAUNTED HOUSE  

McKinney North High School’s theater 

department is putting on a Grimm’s fairy 

tale-themed haunted house, featuring the 

dark side of classic fairy tales. Proceeds 

directly benefi t the theater department. $5. 

6-9 p.m. (Oct. 10), 6-10 p.m. (Oct. 11-12). 

McKinney North High School, 2550 Wilmeth 

Road, McKinney. 469-302-4300.

www.dramadawgtheatre.com  

12 RUN IN A CHARITABLE 5K 
The second annual Guns & Hoses 

5K benefi ts the Guns & Hoses Foundation 

of North Texas, a nonprofi t that provides 

immediate fi nancial assistance to families 

of fi rst responders who died in the line of 

duty. 7-10 a.m., 8 a.m. (race). Prices vary. 

Cockrill Middle School, 1351 Hardin Blvd., 

McKinney. 972-880-8095.

www.gunsandhosesnorthtx.org

12 ENJOY A TROLLEY TOUR 
 Guests on this trolley tour can 

view many historic buildings and learn 

about signifi cant McKinnites. The tour is 

led by a trained docent. 10-11 a.m. $7 (chil-

dren under age 12, military and seniors), 

$10 (adults). Heritage Village at Chestnut 

Square, 315 S. Chestnut St., McKinney. 

972-562-8790. www.chestnutsquare.org 

14 GOLF FOR A CAUSE 
The fourth annual Kitchen Classic 

raises money for Community Garden 

Kitchen, a nonprofi t that will serve daily 

meals restaurant-style to those in need. 

The four-person scramble tournament will 

include lunch, use of a golf cart and prizes. 

11:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. $125 (single player), 

$450 (team of four). Eldorado Country 

Club, 2604 Country Club Drive, McKinney. 

360-840-9116.

www.communitygardenkitchen.org

19 ATTEND A FESTIVAL 
The third annual McKinney Wine 

& Music Festival will feature more than 100 

wines, three bands, artists, local restau-

rants, drinks and culinary demonstrations 

from area chefs. Free (admission), $20-80 

(drink tickets, event glass and VIP tent 

access included at different tier levels.) 

Noon-5 p.m. Dr. Glenn Mitchell Memorial 

Park, 300 W. Louisiana St., McKinney.

 940-390-4232. 

www.mckinneywinefestival.com



Dr. Glenn Mitchell Memorial Park
300 West Louisiana St., McKinney TX 75069

PRESENTED BY MASTER
BUILT CONTRACTORS

Saturday, October 19th • 12pm-5pm

• Family friendly
• Delicious Wine + Food
• Grape Stomping
• Culinary Demos
• Lots of shopping
• THREE BANDS

McKinney edition • October 2019 11

25 AND 26
TAKE A GHOST WALK

During the annual Legends of McKinney 

Ghost Walk, guests tour buildings at Chest-

nut Square and learn about paranormal 

activity. This event is not recommended for 

children ages 13 and younger. 7:30-9:30 

p.m. (Oct. 25), 10 p.m.-midnight (Oct. 

25-26). $20. Heritage Village at Chestnut 

Square, 315 S. Chestnut St., McKinney. 

972-562-8790. www.chestnutsquare.org 

26 LEARN TO CHALK-PAINT 
At this class, attendees bring their 

own pieces, such as a frame, end table, 

mirror or other small accent piece, to paint. 

Guests will learn how to refi nish furniture 

and other items with the art of chalk paint-

ing. Beginners are welcome. 2-4 p.m. $75 

(admission and supplies). Birds & Words, 

113 N. Kentucky St., Ste. 102, McKinney. 

469-714-0388. www.birdsandwords.org

NOVEMBER

01 DANCE TO COUNTRY MUSIC
Attendees can spend the evening 

dancing to country music and enjoying 

refreshments. Live music will be provided by 

the Danny Romo Band, which will play a vari-

ety of country and western classics and hits. 

7-9:30 p.m. $5. McKinney Senior Recreation 

Center, 1400 S. College St., McKinney. 

972-547-7491. www.mckinneytexas.org

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER COMPILED BY EMILY DAVIS AND CASSIDY RITTER
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TASTE OF 
MCKINNEY

PUMPKIN
DUNK

NOV.
01

OCT.
26

Taste of McKinney will feature food 
tastings from more than 25 local 
restaurants as well as drinks, dancing, 
live music, casino tables, auctions and 
more. Proceeds will benefi t Embrace 
Texas, a McKinney nonprofi t that fi nds 
adoptive families for children in foster 
care. 7-11 p.m. Ticket prices vary. 
McKinney Cotton Mill, 610 Elm St., 
McKinney. 972-768-8162.
www.tasteofmckinney.com

Pumpkin Dunk attendees swim for 
their pumpkin and then decorate them. 
Children ages 2-12 will have a designated 
time slots for activities. Guest can 
register online. 9-9:45 a.m. (ages 2-5), 
10-10:45 a.m. (ages 6-8), 11-11:45 a.m. 
(ages 9-12), noon-12:45 p.m. (special 
needs children only). Free (children with 
special needs), $10 (per child). Apex 
Centre, 3003 Alma Road, McKinney.
972-547-2739. www.apexcentre.org

03 WINE AND WALK IN ADRIATICA
Guests can enjoy wine and 

other beverages at various businesses in 

Adriatica Village. Some stores will also be 

serving snacks and giving free gifts. Tick-

ets include a map of participating stores, 

a wine glass, an event bag and three 

tokens for glasses of wine. A portion of the 

proceeds will go toward Love Life Founda-

tion, a nonprofi t that spreads awareness 

about children in crisis. Tickets must be 

purchased in advance.1-5 p.m. $35 per 

person. Adriatica Village, 6841 Virginia 

Parkway, McKinney. 972-547-4620.

 www.facebook.com/

Adriatica-Wine-Walk-961641574043993

04 LEARN ABOUT HISPANIC
COMMUNITY 

At this meeting, residents meet with a 

group called UNIDOS, a Hispanic com-

munity outreach program designed to 

provide assistance to Spanish speakers in 

McKinney. The meeting will be conducted 

entirely in Spanish and will be hosted by 

the city and surrounding law enforcement 

agencies. At the meeting, attendees will be 

presented with various resources available 

to them and discuss topics of importance 

in McKinney’s Hispanic community. 7 p.m. 

Free. Old Settlers Recreation Center, 1201 

E. Louisiana St., McKinney. 972-542-5014. 

www.mckinneytexas.org/unidos



We come to 
your Home 

or Business!

MUST HAVE COUPON TO REDEEM OFFER 
EXPIRES 11/10/19

$25 OFF 
REPAIR OR MAINTENANCE

FREE
DIAGNOSIS AT YOUR 
HOME OR BUSINESS
LIMITED TIME OFFER ($99 VALUE)

MUST HAVE COUPON TO REDEEM OFFER
EXPIRES 11/10/19 

CALL NOW!
Serving McKinney & Frisco

469-325-3912
www.NerdsToGo.com
6405 Eldorado Parkway, Suite 700 McKinney

Our team is experienced, certifi ed,  
and insured.

Virus protection/Removal 
Network Design/Maintenance
Hardware/Software Support

We are available 24/7 for support 
and emergency response.

Now Open

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE AND ASK ABOUT 
AVAILABLE UPGRADES!

Serving Denton & Collin County Since 2004

4900 Preston Rd., Suite 101, Frisco TX 75034www.townandcountryroofi ngdfw.com
Ask us about House Bill 2102, a new state law affecting your roofing deductible.

15
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RECENT UPDATES

  1   Bridge reconstruction

Construction on the bridge crossing 
Rowlett Creek along Stonebridge 
Drive is wrapping up and is expected 
to re-open to traffi c by late October. 
Since March, Stonebridge has been 
closed while work takes place on the 
bridge’s deck, sidewalks, railings and 
foundation supports. Temporary road 
closures and detours will continue until 
the bridge is deemed safe for the pub-
lic, according to the city. The project is 
expected to be complete by the end of 
November.

Timeline: March-November

Cost: $1.5 million

Funding source: city of McKinney
  4   Traffi c signal installation

Construction of traffi c signals is under-
way at various intersections in McKinney. 
In October, installations will continue at 
the intersections of A  Custer Road and 
Silverado Trail and B  Ridge Road and 
Habersham Way. Traffi c signals at these 
locations are expected to be opera-
tional in early October. Another traffi c 
signal is expected to be operational at 
the intersection of C  Hardin Boulevard 
and Winding Brook Drive by the end of 
October. Traffi c signals are also being 
installed at D  US 380 and Airport Drive 
and E  Custer Road and Westridge 
Boulevard. 

Timeline: December 2018-October 2019

Cost: $1.3 million

Funding source: city of McKinney

COMPILED BY EMILY DAVISTRANSPORTATION

  3   Trinity Falls Parkway widening

In October, construction crews will contin-
ue paving the northbound lanes of Trinity 
Falls Parkway. Following the completion of 
the northbound lanes, paving will begin on 
southbound lanes. During this time, traffi c 
will be directed to use the new northbound 
lanes. Once complete, Trinity Falls will be 
widened from a two- to a four-lane road 
from Laud Howell Parkway to FM 543. 

Timeline: February-spring 2020

Cost: $10 million

Funding sources: city of McKinney, 
developers

  2   Virginia Parkway expansion

Construction of additional travel lanes 
along Virginia Parkway between Jordan 
Road and US 75 is nearing completion.  All 
new travel lanes are expected to re-open 
to traffi c in mid-October as driveways 
along the eastern section of the project 
are repaved. Final work on the project 
will wrap up by the end of November. 
Temporary lane closures can be expected 
at various locations throughout the re-
mainder of construction. Once complete, 
Virginia Parkway will be widened from a 
four- to a six-lane roadway between Ridge 
Road and US 75.

Timeline: March 2017-November 2019

Cost: $15 million

Funding sources: city of McKinney, Collin 
County, North Central Texas Council of 
Governments

NMap not to scale
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Spreading love, peace and  joy 
throughout the holidays.

Call or email to book your 
holiday event with us.

Located in historic downtown McKinney
214.544.9612 • sales@rickschophouse.com
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Creek Brewery, Black Rock Co� ee, a 
wine bar and The Elwood BFD—a bar 
featuring more than 40 beers, hand-
cra� ed cocktails and small plates. 

“We were looking at non-chain, 
di� erent restaurants that were maybe 
a little more chef-driven or a little more 
interesting rather than going down 
Custer and seeing that same restaurant 
a couple miles down that direction,” 
Jordan said.

In addition to restaurants, the devel-
opment will o� er a salon, a barber-
shop, a 120-room Hilton Garden Inn 
hotel and an apartment complex.

The 286-unit apartment complex will 
o� er high-end appliances, smart apart-
ment features, a dog park, a � tness 
center, a resort-style saltwater in� nity 
pool and a bocce ball court. Construc-
tion on the apartments is expected to 
be completed in 2020, according to a 
news release from general contractor 
KWA Construction. 

The intersection will also be home to 

SRS Distribution’s new corporate o�  ce, 
which is expected to be completed next 
August. The four-story, 100,000-square-
foot building will sit on 4.2 acres of 
land in the Hub 121 development. The 
campus will also include a structured 
parking garage.

“A corporate center—for it to be 
successful, it needs some walkable 

entertainment to the employee base, 
and so actually we think we’re going 
to help [the corporate center at Craig 
Ranch] develop,” Jordan said in a 
previous interview with Community 
Impact Newspaper.

With 20,000 square feet of space le�  
to lease at Hub 121, more announce-
ments are expected to come.

DEVELOPMENT UPDATES

Officials: First restaurants expected 
to open at Hub 121 in April or May

More development is underway near 
the northwest corner of Alma Road 
and SH 121 following the completion 
of Independent Financial’s new facility.

Mixed-use development Hub 121 
is expected to be home to several 
restaurants, with the � rst few expected 
to open in April or May, according to 
developer Shane Jordan. A coworking 
space, a music pavilion, a brewery, an 
apartment complex, a � tness center 
and a hotel will also open there. 

Jordan said this intersection is 
primed for development. 

“We want to bring friends and family 
here,” Jordan said at a McKinney 
Chamber of Commerce event Sept. 5.

The development will o� er a 
6,500-square-foot pavilion, which will 
include a performance stage and a turf 
� eld. Many of the restaurants at Hub 
121 will also have roo� op patios over-
looking the pavilion, Jordan said.

Guests will also be able to visit Cedar 

BY CASSIDY RITTER
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  1  Black Rock Coffee Bar

  2  Jersey Mike’s Subs

  3  Diesel Barbershop

  4   Chop Stop

  5  Phenix Salon Suites

  6  The Elwood BFD

  7  Axiom Apartments

  8  Music pavilion

  9  Wine bar

 10 Chop Shop

11  Cedar Creek Brewery

12  Serendipity Labs

13  SRS Distribution

14  Body Machine Fitness

15  Hilton Garden Inn

What’s coming to Hub 121?

Hub 121, a mixed-use development at the northwest 
corner of Alma Road and SH 121, is expected to have 
at least six restaurants and various other businesses. 
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The development will include a 
6,500-square-foot music pavilion.

Hub 121 will have at least six restaurants.
SOURCE: JORDAN REALTY ADVISORS/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER
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Over 80 artisans displaying unique,
 handcrafted items!

Vendor Raffl  e, Snack Bar, Lunch, Bake Sale
Admission $1.00 - (Children Under 12 Free)

1 9 T H  A N N U A L

Holiday Boutique

110 ST. GABRIEL WAY � MCKINNEY, TX  75071
WWW.STGABRIEL.ORG/HOLIDAYBOUTIQUE

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2019
9:00AM � 4:00PM

ST. GABRIEL’S COMMUNITY CENTER

SPONSORED BY 
St. Gabriel Women’s Club

This is the most SPOOKTACULAR 5k run ever!!  SPOOKTACULAR 5k run ever!!  SPOOKTACULAR
The 5k starts at 9am in front of TUPPS Brewery!  All 5k participants 
will receive an event t-shirt, swag bag and a spooktacular  finishers 
medal!  The course is chip timed!  We’ll have awards for the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd place overall male and female winners and 1st place stroller!

COSTUMES ARE HIGHLY ENCOURAGED! REGISTER NOW 
FOR THE 5K & PURCHASE YOUR BEER PASS!

TICKETS: WWW.MCKINNEYMONSTERDASH.EVENTBRITE.COM

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26TH • 9AM-3PM

@ TUPPS BREWERY 721 ANDERSON ST., MCKINNEY TX 75069

presented by McKinney Volkswagenpresented by McKinney Volkswagenpresented by McKinney Volkswagen

MONSTER DASH 5K
TWO BANDS

COSTUME CONTESTS
KIDS ACTIVITIES

DELICIOUS FALL FOOD
TUPPS BEER

LOTS OF SHOPPING!

AT

TUP
PS

BRE
WER
Y!
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Six-year-old Drew Herrell has received fi ve 
blood transfusions, which have allowed 
him to continue radiation and other cancer 
treatments.

“As you can imagine, when [students 
are] not in school, we see a huge drop,” 
she said. “This past summer was espe-
cially critical because … we were seeing 
way less donors than we normally see.”

Frances Campbell, medical lab 
technician at Medical City McKinney, 
said another reason for the shortage is 
tied to baby boomers. That population 
used to donate regularly, but as they 
get older, fewer are able to donate, 
Campbell said. 

“We have the younger generation ... 
but everybody has busy lives,” Camp-
bell said.

Medical City McKinney and Method-
ist McKinney Hospital host quarterly 
blood drives, and Carter BloodCare 
hosts regular drives around the com-
munity and at high schools. 

“I think [donating blood is] some-
thing easy you can do to help,” Emily 
said. “It takes 30 minutes [and] … 
because of that, a child can battle 
cancer.”
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NEWS REPORT

Blood donors especially needed during 
summer, holiday months, officials say

Six-year-old McKinney resident Drew 
Herrell was diagnosed with pediatric 
cancer in May and has since received 
� ve blood transfusions. 

These have helped him be a normal 
kid while receiving cancer treatments, 
according to his mom, Emily Herrell. 

Over the summer, supplies ran low 
for O-negative blood types—the kind 
Drew needed. Emily said this shortage 
weighed heavily on her heart because 
it meant her son might not be able to 
receive the treatment he needed.

Carter BloodCare consultant Katie 
Huntsman said there is an increased 
need for all blood types in the summer 
and around the holidays. 

“It’s inevitable,” she said. “It’s going 
to be every year like that. That’s just 
the cycle of the blood supply.” 

One reason for the shortage is 
because 20% of blood donations 
coming from high school students, 
Huntsman said. 

BY CASSIDY RITTER

Oct. 14 at Apex Centre, 3003 Alma 
Road, McKinney, 1-6 p.m.

Oct. 16 at Adriatica Village in McKinney, 
southeast corner of Virginia Parkway 
and Stonebridge Drive, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Oct. 22 at Stonebridge Dental, 6633 
Eldorado Parkway, Ste. 100, McKinney, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Oct. 22 and Nov. 26 at Holiday Inn 
Hotel & Suites McKinney-Fairview, 3220 
Craig Drive, McKinney, noon-6 p.m.

Oct. 26 at Aspire McKinney Ranch, 4700 
S. Ridge Road, McKinney, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Oct. 27 at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
5871 Virginia Parkway, McKinney, 
7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Nov. 3 at First United Methodist Church, 
315 N. Church St., McKinney, 
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Nov. 10 at St. Gabriel Catholic Church, 
110 St. Gabriel Way, McKinney,                     
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Nov. 20-21 at Collin College Central 
Park Campus, 2200 W. University Drive, 
McKinney, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Nov. 30 at Texas Roadhouse, 3101 S. 
Central Expressway, McKinney, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Blood donors must be at least 16 years 
old and weigh at least 110 pounds, 
according to Carter BloodCare. 
Donors must also have a valid photo 
ID and be healthy on the day they 
donate, the agency stated. Here is a 
noncomprehensive list of blood drives 
taking place in McKinney in October 
and November. 

BLOOD-DONATION
EVENTS

SOURCES: AMERICAN RED CROSS, CARTER BLOODCARE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

For more information, visit 
www.carterbloodcare.org

or www.redcross.org.
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per year for public art, but these 
funds can only be used for half of any 
public work of art,” Day said. “And 
because large private donations are 
di�  cult to � nd, these funds have 
grown over the years without being 
used. Therefore, it made sense to 
partner with the Art Commission 
and the Parks Department to place 
a larger work of art in a downtown 
park. This piece will be the seventh 
and largest piece in downtown I have 
sponsored to date.”

The park sculpture is 13 feet tall 
and weighs over three tons, according 
to the artist. The piece is composed of 
trees connected by an arch of doves 
in � ight. The trees are made of ham-
mered copper, � lled with concrete 
and topped by the steel doves.

The sculpture was designed and 
created by international artist Ai Qui 
Hopen. The art commission sent out 
a nationwide request for proposals, 
and out of 40 responses, Hopen’s 

idea for the sculpture was deemed to 
be the best � t for downtown McKin-
ney, Day said.

The trees and doves in the sculp-
ture are meant to symbolize the 
unity and harmony found in nature, 

NEWS REPORT

City of McKinney installs new public art 
piece called Unity Arch near downtown

A new public art piece can be 
found in a park near downtown 
McKinney.

The new sculpture was welcomed 
to town during a dedication cer-
emony Sept. 14 at Mitchell Park, 
located at 300 W. Louisiana St.

The sculpture, called the “Unity 
Arch,” was commissioned by the Don 
Day Family and the city of McKinney 
Art Commission.

“Art is always important because 
we humans love order and beauty,” 
Day said. “It attracts people and 
upli� s us all.”

Day, who has been building and 
renovating buildings in downtown 
McKinney for the last 23 years, said 
he chose to sponsor this art piece not 
only because he loves and enjoys art, 
but also because he hopes it will con-
tinue attracting people to the Square.

“The McKinney Art Commission 
sets aside approximately $20,000 

BY EMILY DAVIS

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 A
J M

IC
H

E
LE

TT
O

E
M

IL
Y

 D
A

V
IS

/C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 IM
PA

C
T 

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

according to Day.
“So long as I build in McKinney, art 

will be a part of these buildings,” Day 
said. “Buildings and art are my way 
of combating chaos and building a 
better world.”

SOURCE: AI QUI HOPEN/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

3 TONS

86

Weighs 
more than

Made of copper, 
concrete and steel

doves

The Unity Arch was recently installed at Mitchell Park in McKinney

About
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Tired of Renting? 
Call Today!
and sign up to attend our 
FREE Home Buyers Seminar!

CLENNIE KNOWS 

Real Estate
Experience & Integrity 
matter!  For 15 years I’ve 
built great relationships 
throughout McKinney 
and I’ve helped 
hundreds of families 
buy and sell their home.  

Clennie
& T�acy

Cowle
REAL ESTATE TEAM

(214) 502-6783 Clennie.com Clennie123@gmail.com

GRI, CNE, SRES CCAR, TAR, NAR

TOUR  
SIX NEW 
MODEL 
HOMES

At least one resident must be 55 years of age or older, some residents may be younger and no one under 19 in permanent residence. 
Del Webb is a builder of single family homes. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is 
required or if void by law. Community Association fees required. Details available on request except in some states where state laws 
may restrict providing information to residents. Photos may not be an actual representation of this particular community or improvements, 
features or amenities available. Some programs and amenities may require payment of additional fees. This material shall not constitute 
a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. See a sales associate for more details. ©2019 Pulte Home 
Company, LLC. All rights reserved. September, 2019.

OUR BEAUTIFUL NEW MODEL PARK IS OPEN FOR INSPIRATION! 
Come tour six homes designed for the way you live your life, featuring 
sun-filled open-concept plans, flexible spaces, pampering retreats and 
many luxury details. All in an established McKinney community.  
Discover Del Webb—the Leader in Active Adult 55+ Living. 

Homes from mid $200s   |   888.672.8179   |  delwebb.com/trinityfalls  

COME AND GET inspired!
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infrastructure at NTTA. “The Dallas 
North Tollway will go over 380, giving 
more relief to that very busy intersec-
tion.”

A time frame is not yet available 
for this segment, but it is expected to 
cost about $500 million, according to 
the NTTA.

PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH TURNPIKE

Two extensions are planned for 
President George Bush Turnpike.

One extension, called “the 360 
elbow,” includes a � ve-mile tollway 
connection in Grand Prairie between 
the PGBT and the 360 Tollway. This 
connector will cross the line between 
Dallas and Tarrant counties and is 
expected to cost about $370 million.

The other PGBT project will extend 
the tollway south from I-30 in Garland 
to I-20 in Sunnyvale. This project is 
expected to cost about $1.2 billion.

CHISHOLM TRAIL PARKWAY

Another project focuses on building 
out Chisholm Trail Parkway from the 
Johnson County line to US 67 with an 
additional two lanes. This project is 
expected to cost about $240 million.

DNT CORRIDOR STUDY

The NTTA will also conduct a $2 
million corridor study to identify 
ways to improve safety, tra�  c man-
agement and driver experience on the 
DNT, which is the busiest roadway in 
NTTA’s system, according to Mow. The 
study is expected to run from 2020-22.

NEWS REPORT

NTTA five-year plan to include more 
than $1 billion worth of improvements

The North Texas Tollway Authority 
presented four new projects as part of 
its updated � ve-year plan.

The plan includes more than 200 
miles of new lanes and a reinvest-
ment of more than $1 billion into 
roadway improvements and construc-
tion, according to the NTTA.

Top NTTA priorities in the next � ve 
years include extensions of the Dallas 
North Tollway, President George Bush 
Turnpike and Chisholm Trail Park-
way.

“We only build roads that are 
requested by the communities. We do 
not actually promote our own agenda 
of roads,” NTTA board director Bill 
Moore said at a Sept. 23 Collin County 
Commissioners Court meeting.

DALLAS NORTH TOLLWAY

One project will extend the Dallas 
North Tollway frontage roads north to 
the Grayson County line.

The DNT currently runs from I-35 
East in downtown Dallas to US 380 
at the border between Frisco and 
Prosper.

A four-lane bridge is currently 
being built over US 380. Once the 
bridge is done, the NTTA will add a 
four-lane segment to run between US 
380 and FM 428 in Celina and then 
continue with frontage roads to the 
Grayson County line.

“Construction is expected to 
start next month on the main lane 
extension over 380,” said Elizabeth 
Mow, assistant executive director of 

BY EMILY DAVIS

NTTA gives updates 
on fi ve-year plan

In September, the 
North Texas Tollway 
Authority presented an 
updated fi ve-year plan 
in September, which 
includes improvements 
and extensions of the Dallas 
North Tollway, President 
George Bush Turnpike and 
Chisholm Trail Parkway.

NMap not to scale
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0.25% APY up to $49,999

0.50% APY for $50,000 to $99,999

1.21% APY for $100,000 to $499,999

1.41% APY for $500,000 and over

Earn to1.41% APY* 
With a customer beneficial Money Market

up

2550 ELDORADO PARKWAY   |   MCKINNEY, TX 75072   |   972-540-2265   |   WWW.BTHBANK.COM
(Located at NE corner of Eldorado Parkway & Country Club Drive)

*Annual Percentage Yield. Rates are subject to change. $10,000 minimum to open. $10,000 minimum balance to avoid the monthly service charge. 
Interest rates and APYs effective 10/1/19. Fees could reduce earnings to the account. Available for personal and business accounts.

PerryHomes.com | From the $250s

Superior Design

Trusted Reputation

Industry Leading
Warranty Protection

A Legacy
of Quality
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Lake
ForestDr.

Collin McKinney Pkwy
Stacy Rd.

NOW FOR LEASE 
AND FOR SALE

READY TO MOVE-IN 
OFFICE CONDOS!

CALL US OR VISIT OUR ONSITE OFFICE

 Turn-key, fully built-out offi ce
 Distinctive architecture & 

landscaping
 SBA Financing available with 

10% down!

 All units feature private 
entrances & corners offi ces

 Immediate access to 121

5050 Collin McKinney Pkwy, McKinney, TX 75070
lakeforestoffi ceplaza.com

469-425-4182

121

AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

1,177 SF - 4,774 SF

ONLY TWO UNITS LEFT

Collin County Commissioners Court 
meets Oct. 14, 21 and 28 at 1:30 p.m. 
www.collincountytx.gov 

McKinney City Council meets Oct. 15 
and Nov. 5 at 6 p.m. 
www.mckinneytexas.org

McKinney ISD meets Oct. 22 at 7 p.m. 
www.mckinneyisd.net

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter: 
@Impactnews_mck

MEETINGS

CITY & COUNTY

County outdoor burn ban  
put into effect for 90 days
 MCKINNEY  A 90-day outdoor burn 
ban was put into effect for Collin 
County’s unincorporated areas start-
ing Aug. 26.

The McKinney Fire Department 
is enforcing this ban in the city as 
well as in McKinney’s extraterritorial 
jurisdiction and its fire district prop-
erty, the city fire department’s public 
information officer Merit Ossian said.

The ban prohibits any open burn-
ing, including recreational fires used 
for warmth, cooking or any other 
purpose, according to a Sept. 18 news 
statement from the McKinney Fire 
Department. Use of wood-burning fire 
pits and campfires is also prohibited, 
but residential grills and smokers can 
still be used.

The department will also be requir-
ing hot work permits for anyone 
performing welding, cutting or other 
hot work within the city of McKinney, 
according to the statement.

“Permits will help reinforce the 
need for fire safety awareness during 
this time of increased risk,” McKin-
ney Fire Marshal Mike Smith said in 
the statement. 

Free permits can be obtained at 
the McKinney Fire Marshal’s Office, 
located at 2200 Taylor-Burk Drive.

News from McKinney

Case of typhoid fever is confirmed in Collin County
 MCKINNEY  Collin County health 
officials issued two separate alerts 
about typhoid fever in September. One 
confirmed a case of typhoid fever in a 
McKinney restaurant employee, while 
another warned of a possible exposure 
at a Frisco elementary school that was 
later ruled out.

Health officials confirmed the 
restaurant employee, who worked at 
Hat Creek Burger Co. in McKinney, had 
an extremely drug-resistant case of the 
disease. According to Hat Creek, the 
employee contracted the illness while 
traveling outside of the country. 

As of Oct. 2, no other cases have 
been confirmed. 

In a news statement released Sept. 
20, the county warned that anyone 
who ate at Hat Creek at 3321 S. Custer 
Road, McKinney, between Aug. 18-22 
may be at risk. After exposure, symp-
toms can begin in as few as 3 days or 
after as many as 60 days; on average, 

most experience symptoms between 8 
to 14 days after exposure, according to 
the county.

Typhoid bacteria is spread through 
an infected person’s stool and is 
transfered when the bacteria from one 
person comes into contact with objects, 
food or water put into someone else’s 
mouth, according to the county health 
department.

The department sent a separate letter 
to parents at Frisco’s Talley Elementary 
School on Sept. 19 as a precaution. Offi-
cials found there was no exposure. 

 MCKINNEY  City Council member 
Rick Franklin said during an Oct. 1 
City Council meeting that this year’s 
McKinney Oktoberfest racked up 
more than $872,000 in ticket sales. 
In addition, 66,000 people were in 
attendance from Sept. 27-29, making 
this year’s event the largest in McKinney 
Oktoberfest’s 12-year history.  

 MCKINNEY  City Council approved a 
contract during the Oct. 1 City Council 
meeting for the design and budget of 
Fire Station No. 11, which will be located 
inside the Craig Ranch Development at 
6260 Rundell Way, McKinney. The three-
bay facility will be about 15,000 square- 
feet, and construction is budgeted to 
cost about $7.1 million. In addition, Fire 
Station No. 10, which broke ground 
earlier this year in the Trinity Falls area, is 
expected to be complete by January.

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

COMPILED BY EMILY DAVIS

• Feelings of weakness  or headache
• Fever of up to 104 degrees 
• Stomach pains
• Diarrhea and constipation
• Loss of appetite

SYMPTOMS OF TYPHOID FEVER

Patients may also get a rash 
of flat, rose-colored spots.
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To schedule your free in-home informational  
visit, please contact Sarah Harris (214) 535-2615,  

gethelp@vnatexas.org or visit vnatexas.org.

Helping North Texans  
Age With Dignity Since 1934

• Fabric
• Notions
• Pre-cuts

• Custom Memory Quilts
• Longarm Quilting

Locally owned and operated
for 10 years. Expertise, 

technology and the best 
customer service around!

7989 Belt Line Rd. #142, Dallas • 972.661.0044 • www.SewLetsQuiltIt.com

20% OFF
MUST PRESENT COUPON.OFFER EXPIRES 11/30/19.

DOES NOT APPLY TO PREVIOUSLY MARKED DOWN ITEMS 
OR QUILTING SERVICES.

Mexico ...........................................  44.6%

India ..................................................9%

El Salvador .......................................4.5%

Vietnam ............................................4.4%

China ................................................2.3%

Honduras  .........................................2.1%

Nigeria ..............................................2%

Philippines ....................................... 1.7%

Korea ................................................ 1.7%

Pakistan ........................................... 1.3%

Population trends
Immigrants moving to McKinney accounted for roughly 20% of the entire 
city’s population growth from 2009-17.

Immigrants’ spending power

Occupations with highest shares of immigrant workers

INSIDE INFORMATION

McKinney is attracting new residents not only from other 
states but also from around the world as immigrants 

settle in the region. In 2017, immigrants made up more 
than 18.7% of the regional population and 14% of the 

McKinney population, according to the latest data avail-
able from the U.S. Census Bureau. 

Immigration

New American Economy, an independent research and advocacy organization, esti-
mates that in 2017 immigrants held $33.2 billion of the North Texas region’s spending 
power while paying $10.5 billion in federal, state and local taxes.

Jeremy Robbins, executive director of New American Economy, presented the data at 
an immigration panel discussion July 24. The discussion covered topics ranging from 
immigrants’ effect on the North Texas economy to their roles in key regional industries.

snapshot

IMMIGRANTS IN MCKINNEY
Regions of origin
An estimated 24,173 immigrants lived in McKinney in 2017. Of those, 
9,674 residents were naturalized U.S. citizens.

SOURCES: NEW AMERICAN 
ECONOMY, U.S. CENSUS 

BUREAU/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

IMMIGRANTS IN THE NORTH TEXAS REGION*

Amount earned by all immigrant households

Painters, construction 
and maintenance workers

73.2%

Maids/housekeeping 
cleaners

70.5%

Construction 
workers

68.7%

Carpenters

67.1%

Grounds maintenance 
workers

61.6%

McKinney

These 2017 numbers refl ect the spending power of 
all immigrants in the region, including those with and 
without documentation.

UNDOCUMENTED 
IMMIGRANTS: These may 
include those who entered 
the country without legal 
status or those whose 
legal status has expired. 

DEFERRED ACTION FOR CHILDHOOD 
ARRIVALS-ELIGIBLE HOUSEHOLDS: DACA is a 
program that provides certain legal protec-
tions for those who entered the country as chil-
dren without legal status. Lawsuits challenging 
the program are ongoing in federal courts.

TOTAL: $43.7 BILLION

$7.3B

$3.2B

$33.2B

Amount earned by undocumented households

$776M

$480M

$10.2B

TOTAL: $11.5 BILLION

Amount earned by Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals-eligible households

$105M

$94M

$821M

TOTAL: $1 BILLION

Federal 
taxes paid

State and local 
taxes paid

Remaining 
spending power

A

B

C

A B C

A

B

C

A

B

C

*THE NORTH TEXAS REGION REFERS TO THE COUNTIES 
FALLING IN THE DALLAS-FORT WORTH-ARLINGTON 
METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA. THE REGION COVERS 
13 COUNTIES, INCLUDING COLLIN, DALLAS, DENTON AND 
TARRANT COUNTIES.

Top 10 
countries 
of origin 
in 2017

Africa: 2,153

Asia: 7,719

Europe: 1,657

Latin America: 11,770   

Oceania: 96

North America: 778
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WALK
LEGENDS OF MCKINNEY

CHESTNUTSQUARE.ORG

SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 26th

FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 25TH

INSIDE INFO

Accepted and prohibited items in McKinney

Do-it-yourself recycling

RULES RECYCLING
QUICK
TIPS:

Trash and 
recycling rates*

McKinney residents receive one recycling pickup per week. Items to be recycled must be 
placed in a blue recycling cart, which is provided by the city.

Here is what residents need to know about recycling in McKinney.

Residents may drop off larger items at two locations in the area.

Before arriving, residents should bring a Texas driver’s license and their most recent city 
of McKinney water bill. The addresses on the water bill and driver’s license must match, 
according to the city. Residents are allowed two visits per month at no cost. 

The following items may be recycled in person at these locations:

monthly with Waste Connections

for
Items for recycling 

can be placed in brown 
paper bags inside the 
cart or placed loosely 

in the cart. 

Recycling will 
not be collected 

on New Year’s Day, 
Memorial Day, Inde-
pendence Day, Labor 
Day, Thanksgiving or 

Christmas.

*RATES DO NOT APPLY IF TRASH SERVICE IS PROVIDED IN APARTMENT LEASE AGREEMENTS.

For 
additional 

recycling carts, call 
the city of McKinney’s 
Utility Billing depart-

ment at 972-547-7550. 
Additional carts are 

$1.52 each per 
month.

Allow three feet of space 
around cart.

Items will also 
be accepted at the  

Material Recovery Fa-
cility, 2138 Country Lane, 
McKinney, from Mon.-Fri. 

8 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sat. 
8 a.m.-noon. 

Wa� e Connections:

Visit 
www.mckinney
texas.org/503/

residential-waste-
services to fi nd your 
trash and recycling 

pickup day.Accepted Proh ib ited

469-452-8000 | www.wasteconnections.com

Place cart outside by 
7 a.m. The lid must be 

completely shut.

COMPILED BY CASSIDY RITTER

DESIGNED BY ELLEN JACKSON

 items include:  items include:

$15.36
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Cardboard 

Cartons

Food boxes

Glass bottles or jars

Aluminum, steel and tin cans

Paper

Plastics No. 1-5 and 7

Newspapers and magazines

Junk mail, catalogs and 
phone books

Batteries

Electronics

Paper napkins

Wood

Windows, mirrors, ceramics

Waxed paper and cartons

Styrofoam

Plastic No. 6

Tissue

Plastic grocery bags

Hazardous waste

Aluminum foil

Cu� er Road Transfer Station Regional Disposal Facility
Used oil fi lters

Yard clippings and limbs

9901 S. Custer Road, Plano
972-727-6341 | Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-

4:30 p.m., closed Sun.

3820 SH 121, Melissa 
469-626-4452 | Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-

5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m., closed Sun.

Air conditioners, refrigerators, 
water heaters

Washing machines and dryers

RIDGEVIEW DR.

NMap not to scale

121

CUSTER RD.

NMap not to scale

5

12175

SOURCES: CITY OF MCKINNEY, WASTE CONNECTIONS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Used oil (maximum of 5 gallons per visit)
Vehicle tires (maximum of four per visit)
Brush or untreated or unpainted wood

Accepted at both faciliti� 



“I’m very proud to be working in partnership 
with UNT faculty on such an innovative program. 
The skills taught through this hands-on immersive 
program will be invaluable to the students and 
those who employ them after graduation.”

Shannon Keleher,

Director of Parks and Recreation, City of Frisco

D E G R E E 
I N  T H R E E

Earn your degree in Project Design and Analysis,
a highly specialized track within the Bachelor 

of Science in Integrative Studies.

Be prepared to enter the job market in only three years 
with skills that guarantee a rewarding career.

• Bachelors degree in three years
• Three summer internships built in
• Real world industry engagement
• Project based learning in a cohort
• Career-ready focus

Freshman Admissions Counselor
Michael Casias 
Michael.casias@unt.edu
Phone: 972.668.7320

Contact for more info:

TOLL
DNT

FRISCO ST.

WARREN 
PKWY.

399

WARREN PKWY.

289

75

TOLL
121

UNT 
HALL 
PARK

UNT 
INSPIRE 
PARK

UNT 
AT 
CHEC

UNT Hall Park
2811 Internet Blvd 
Suite 100
Frisco, TX 75034

UNT Inspire Park
6170 Research Rd
Frisco, TX 75033

UNT at CHEC 
3452 TX-399 Spur
McKinney, TX 75069
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  1  Collin College

  2  Texas Tech University

  3  The University of Texas at Austin 

  4  Texas A&M University

  5  University of North Texas 

  6  The University of Texas at Dallas

  7  Stephen F. Austin State University

  8  Texas State University

  9  Baylor University

 10 Blinn College

 11 The University of Texas at Arlington

 12 Austin College

 13 Texas Woman’s University

 14 Austin Community College

 15 Tarleton State University

 16 Texas A&M University—Commerce

 17 Abilene Christian University 

 18 Dallas Baptist University

 19 Navarro College 

 20 Southern Methodist University

 21 *Other four-year institution

 22 *Other two-year institution

2019

EDUCATION
GUIDE

EDUCATIONEDUCATION
GUIDEGUIDE

DISTRICT DATA

SOURCES: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, TEXAS EDUCATION 
AGENCY, TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

EDUCATED POPULATION (2017)

Graduate or professional degree

Bachelor’s degree

Associate’s degree

Some college, no degree

High school graduate (includes equivalency)

9th-12th grade, no diploma

With a degree or certifi cate

Educated population ages 25-34 (2017)

Less than ninth grade

Without  a degree or certifi cate

30.8%

21.5%16.4%

14.3%

8.3%

STUDENTS MCKINNEY
A little more than half of the McKinney ISD students who graduated high school in 
spring 2018 attended a college or university in Texas the following fall. The majority 
of those students chose to enroll at Collin College, a community college that offers 
two-year and four-year degrees. Here is a breakdown of where McKinney ISD students 
enrolled in fall 2018.

Where McKinney Highlighting

G O  T O  C O L L E G E

*THESE SCHOOLS HAD FEWER THAN FIVE MISD STUDENTS ENROLLED IN THE FALL 2018 SEMESTER
SOURCES: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY, TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

IN TEXAS IN DFW

GOLD SPONSOR

Earn your bachelor’s degree in 
Project Design and Analysis at 
UNT at Frisco in three years!
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470

71

61

59

46

34

19

18

16

13

12

11

8

7

7

7

6

6

5

5

57

28

Total high school graduates

12

1

6

20

19

13

11

18

915
17

14 7

5

3 4

10
8

162

1,897

HIGHER EDUCATION

AVERAGE STUDENT DEBT

PERCENT OF STUDENTS 
WITH DEBT

PUBLIC TWO-YEAR UNIVERSITY

National average

State average

Collin College 

Dallas County Community College District

North Central Texas College

$3,156

$2,099

$1,520

$1,770

$2,730

PUBLIC FOUR-YEAR UNIVERSITY

$11,514

$8,804

$8,375

$9,233

$13,034

Statewide

The University of Texas at Dallas

Midwestern State University

North Central Texas College

$30,825

$16,794

$14,987

$34,354

$24,538

$33,772

Collin College

University of North Texas

Statewide

The University 
of Texas at 

Dallas

Collin College

Midwestern
State University

University of
North Texas

North Central
Texas College

58.5%

63.8%

30.5%

46.6%

46.7%

63.7%

(25 years and older)

4.3%

4.4%

43.5% 47.7%
56.5% 52.3%

Midwestern State University

The University of Texas at Dallas

University of North Texas

State average

National average

T H E  C O S T  O F

*TUITION AND FEES ARE PER ACADEMIC YEAR

UNIVERSITY OF
NORTH TEXAS 

AT FRISCO FRISCO.UNT.EDU

AVERAGE TUITION 
AND FEES*



MustangLakes.com   972-993-6737

FROM $300s  TO $2 MILLION+   PROSPER SCHOOLS

A Cambridge Companies Community

An amazing thing happens when you arrive at Mustang 

Lakes. You. Just. Slow. Down. You have to, to take it all in. 

The winding roads. The canopy of native oak trees. The 

fountains and lakes. You’ll feel a world away, yet you’re just 

a short drive from Hwy. 380 and the Dallas North Tollway. 

Visit today and tour the nation’s #1 community amenity 

and find the home of your dreams at Mustang Lakes!

2019 Gold for Best Community Amenity

2019 Silver for Best Master-Planned Community 

2019 Silver for Best Welcome Center & Best Signage

Britton Homes  

Coventry Homes  

David Weekley Homes  

Drees Homes  

Highland Homes  

Perry Homes  

Dave R. Williams Homes

Sharif-Munir
Custom Homes

✪

CU
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CELINA

McKINNEY

380

FRONTIER / 1461

PROSPER

121

Sophisticated Texas Cuisine 
Chef-driven.  Scratch-made.

World-Class 
Barbecue

Wagyu 
steaks

Seasonal 
selections

E. Louisiana St.

5

W
ilc

ox
 S

t.

Du
ng

an
 S

t.

LOCAL YOCAL BBQ AND GRILL
350 E Louisiana Street, McKinney, TX 75069

(469) 225-0800

localyocalbbqgrill localyocalbbqgrill

HAPPY HOUR 
3PM TO 7PM TUESDAY TO FRIDAY

RESERVE A TABLE ONLINE @ WWW.LOCALYOCALBBQANDGRILL.COM
PRIVATE DINING SPACE AVAILABLE
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Learn more about our programs and apply today at
msutexas.edu/flowermound

BAAS program concentrations include:

FINISH 
STRONG

FINISH YOUR DEGREE 
ONLINE

Bachelor of Applied Arts & Sciences
Degree Completion Program

The online BAAS degree at MSU Texas Flower Mound 
offers individualized degree plans tailored to your 

personal, professional, or academic goals.

M I D W E S T E R N  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

• Childhood & Adolescent Studies
• Criminal Justice
• Healthcare Administration

• Human Resources
• Technology 
• and more!
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BY ELIZABETH UCLÉS

Collin College could have armed school marshals 
on its campuses as soon as next fall following the 
Texas Commission on Law Enforcement’s approval 
of the college’s proposed school marshal program 
in July. 

 Collin College’s board of trustees voted 5-4 to 
authorize the program in January, making it the 
� rst community college in Texas to do so. 

The state passed Senate Bill 386 in 2015, which 
allows public two-year junior colleges to opt into 
the program.

The program allows full-time sta�  with concealed 
handgun licenses to volunteer as school marshals 
and respond to active shooter situations. 

Neil Matkin, Collin College’s district president, 
said students and community members have voiced 
concerns about the school marshal program.   

“This is not adding guns to the campus; the guns 
are already here,” Matkin said.

He said the college’s school marshal program is a 
response to Senate Bill 11, which was passed by the 
Texas Legislature to allow concealed carry on pub-
lic universities and colleges in 2016 and community 
colleges in 2017. 

“In a world where I have no choice where Senate 
Bill 11 put guns on my campus, this is making lem-
onade out of lemons,” Matkin said. 

The board will receive a dra�  of recommended 
policies and materials for the program in Octo-
ber, Matkin said. Next steps will be taken by the 
college’s Organization, Education, and Policy 
Committee. A call for volunteers could begin in late 
December or early January. 

Collin College will identify interested volunteers 
and select some to go through psychological pro-
� les—measured by the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement—and a minimum of 80 hours of train-
ing, though Matkin said the college may require up 
to double the hours. 

K-12TH GRADE:
Concealed carry 
weapons are not 
allowed in Texas 
schools unless the 

schools allow and appoint school 
marshals. 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE:
Licensed handgun owners have 

been permitted to 
bring their concealed 
carry weapons to 
public colleges and 
universities since 

Texas Senate Bill 11 went 
into effect in 2016 for public 
universities and colleges and 
2017 for community colleges.

NEWS REPORT

Collin College’s school marshal 
program approved by the state

The college’s screening process for volunteers 
will go beyond what is required by law, said Bill 
Taylor, Collin College’s chief of police. For each 
volunteer, the college will conduct a background 
investigation, medical examination, drug screening 
and � ngerprint check—similar to how the Collin 
College’s police o�  cers are screened.

“We’re going to keep that same standard for our 
school marshals,” Taylor said.

Once volunteers complete training and the board 
applies for school marshal licenses from the Texas 
Commission on Law Enforcement, volunteers will 
receive training with Collin College’s police depart-
ment to increase familiarity between the depart-
ment and school marshals, Taylor said.  

“If something were to happen, we want [the 
school marshals] and the police o�  cers to know 
each other and reduce the likelihood of someone 
being harmed that shouldn’t be,” he said. 

Volunteers will receive training in physical 
and campus security, use of force, active shooter 
response and weapon pro� ciency, according to the 
Texas Commission on Law Enforcement. 

Matkin said the program will have “very mini-
mal” liability. School marshals can only use fran-
gible ammunition, which Matkin said is designed 
to shatter upon impact rather than cause potential 
death.  

“It’s designed to put someone down and render 
them incapacitated and [prevent them] from doing 
further harm,” he said. 

This ammunition minimizes risk of accidental 
harm that could be created through ricocheting 
ammunition or mis� res, according to the Texas 
Association of School Boards.

Under state law, K-12 schools in Texas can also 
opt into the program.

 Matkin said there has been confusion about 
di� ering laws governing K-12 versus community 
college campuses. 

Collin College will work with public relations and 
student government to create a better understand-
ing for community members, Matkin said.

“We haven’t done our job to educate them the 
way we should,” Matkin said. “And we’re going to 
do a better job of it.”

Collin College District President 
Neil Matkin and Police Chief 

Bill Taylor said the differences 
between the school marshal 
program in K-12 schools and 

community colleges have caused 
confusion among community 

members. Here is an explanation. 
SOURCES: COLLIN COLLEGE, TEXAS COMMISSION ON LAW 
ENFORCEMENT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SCHOOL MARSHAL
For K-12 and 
community colleges, 
if the school marshals’ 
primary duty involves 
regular, direct contact 

with students, the marshals cannot 
have a handgun on them; they must 
place the handgun in a locked safe 
within immediate reach.

Collin College Police Chief Bill 
Taylor said the law is diffi cult for 
colleges to follow since most faculty 
instruct in multiple classrooms. A 
bill to change this did not pass in 
the most recent legislative session. 
Taylor said the bill will 
likely be picked up again 
in the future.

K-12TH GRADE

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Programs
ADDING GUNS GUN SECURIT Y

VERSUS



FEARLESS
STEPS

project
The University of Texas at Dallas professor John Hansen and a 
team of engineering students preserved history by convert-
ing lunar landing mission audio from analog to digital. Once 

digitized and studied, the audio was published online.

DESIGNED BY CHELSEA PETERS
COMPILED BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER

APOLLO 11
fl ight path

Key: Outbound Inbound

Landing/launching sites
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What was the original purpose of Hansen’s project?

Hansen and his team set out to study team 
dynamics. Using Apollo and Gemini mission audio, 
they were able to analyze the speech of more than 

including astronauts, mission control 
specialists and backroom support staff.

How was the project funded?

The work was
paid for through a

 from the National Science Foundation.

How did the team analyze the digital audio? 

How much of Apollo audio is available to the public? 

How can I listen?

Hansen’s team developed a diarization software to identify 
who was speaking, what they said and when they said it. 

The algorithm they built relied on a database of roughly 

 technical terms used by NASA during the 
Apollo and Gemini missions. 

of audio from Apollo 11 as  well as 
most of Apollo 13, 1 and Gemini 8 
can be accessed by anyone with 
an internet connection.

Prior to 
Fearless Steps, 

less than

Now,

of Apollo 11 audio 
was available to 
the public.

A four-part podcast on Hansen’s project can be found at 
www.nasa.gov/johnson/HWHAP/heroes-behind-

the-heroes. 

Apollo 11 can be heard at 
https://app.exploreapollo.org.

SPEAKERS300

$400,000

5%

100%

4.2 BILLION

GRANT

Engineers at The University of 
Texas at Dallas made a giant tech-
nological leap when they set out to 
process audio from moon landing 
missions. 

The Fearless Steps project, an 
undertaking of the Center for 
Robust Speech Systems at UT Dal-
las, is behind the 2018 release of 
more than 19,000 hours of lunar 
landing audio, most of which had 
never been available to the public.

Over seven years, CRSS founder 
John Hansen and a team of engi-
neering students digitized and 
analyzed tapes from lunar mis-
sions Apollo 1, 11 and 13 and Gem-
ini 8. New technology and so� -
ware were invented so the audio 
could be studied and published 
online. 

“We thought this would pre-
serve history and help identify 
people behind the scenes who, 
quite frankly, would have never 
been given credit,” he said.

Fearless Steps is the latest in 
a long line of UT Dallas’ contri-
butions to NASA. Scientists from 
the university’s precursor institu-
tion trained astronauts to identify 
lunar geology, designed instru-
ments that � ew to the moon, and 
tested moon rock samples once 
spaceships returned home. 

HEROES BEHIND THE HEROES

It is no coincidence that UT Dal-
las’ founding 50 years ago aligns 
with the � rst manned mission to 
the moon.

Founders of the Southwest Cen-
ter for Advanced Studies—which 
eventually became UT Dallas—
attracted scholars and scientists 
to the region by o� ering studies in 
space science. 

To protect more vulnerable 
study areas, the founders decided 
in 1969 to donate the school to UT 
Systems, said Rod Heelis, a space 
scientist who joined the university 
to study the earth’s upper atmo-
sphere in 1973.  

“Had all the [space science] 
research endeavors failed � nan-
cially, [the center] may have folded 
up before the founders decided to 
make the donation,” Heelis said.

A FEARLESS STEP FORWARD

UT Dallas was once again 
linked with NASA when, in 2012, 
Hansen and a team of engineer-
ing students set out to study team 
dynamics between the people 
responsible for putting a man on 
the moon. 

“We wanted to understand: If 
people are sitting around talking 
amongst each other, can we cap-
ture the audio for each individual 
and see how a problem is solved?” 
he said.

When Hansen � rst approached 
the public a� airs o�  ce at the 
Johnson Space Center in Houston, 
audio engineer Greg Wiseman said 

he was more than willing to hand 
over the priceless Apollo tapes.

Turns out, NASA had wanted for 
years to digitize the more obscure 
Apollo audio known as “backroom 
loops” but lacked the funding and 
manpower, Wiseman said.

“This is the stu�  that no one had 
heard since 1969—to me, it was 
historical gold,” he said.

But the project was not all 
smooth sailing. Hansen encoun-
tered his � rst major obstacle 
shortly a� er arriving in Houston.

“We headed down to NASA with 
the expectation they were going 
to hand us a box of hard discs to 
digitize,” he said. “Instead, they 
pointed us to an analog playback 
system called the Soundscriber.”

Designed in the ’60s, the Sound-
scriber pulls only one channel of 
audio at a time. With hundreds 
of tapes to pull, Hansen realized 
it would take 172 years to digitize 
Apollo 11 alone.

Expediting the process would 
mean inventing a new playback 
system. Hansen and two students 
spent a year designing the 30-track 
read head, which cut the digitiza-
tion process to four months.  

Once approved by NASA, the 
audio was published online. 

Before Fearless Steps, less than 
5% of Apollo audio was available 
to the public. Now, anyone with 
Wi-Fi can hear all of Apollo 11 as 
well as most of Apollo 1, 13 and 
Gemini 8.

UT Dallas engineering 
team preserves historic 
lunar landing audio

FULL STORY BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER
SOURCES: EXPLOREAPOLLO.ORG, NASA, THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Cassandra Wilson, 
Au.D., CCC-A,

FAAA
Doctor of
Audiology

October is Audiology Awareness Month

Liz Brassine, Owner
Au.D., CCC-A,

FAAA
Doctor of
Audiology

Staff ed by 2 Licensed Doctors of Audiology

972.838.1300 | www.hearinmckinney.com  | 4201 Medical Center Drive, Suite 270

• Hearing evaluations for all ages

• Hearing aid fi ttings, maintenance & 
repairs

• Invisible fi ttings

• Wireless and connectivity solutions

• Evaluation period on all hearing aids

• Custom ear / swim protection

• Locally owned and operated

“Hearing Services 
of McKinney is my 
#1 place to go for 
my hearing loss 
needs.  Caring 
and dedicated 
professionals 
with many years 

of experience working daily to 
meet your needs.”  

- Retired Collin County 
Sheriff  Terry G. Box

additional campuses. An additional 
campus in Allen and a new Wylie cam-
pus will open in 2020. The following 
year, campuses will open in Farmers-
ville and Celina.

“Collin County is growing, and we 
are growing with it,” Matkin said in 
the release. “Our board of trustees 
designed a comprehensive master plan 
to create meaningful educational path-
ways to serve all of Collin County, now 
and in the future. The new programs 
and campuses are part of that plan.”

Collin College marks 
highest enrollment 
in 35-year history

More students are enrolled at Collin 
College than ever before.

Total enrollment across the district’s 
� ve campuses came in at 59,278 for 
� scal year 2018-19, according to a Sept. 

16 news release. That � gure represents 
roughly a 6% annual increase in credit 
and noncredit students.

“We couldn’t be more thrilled to 
serve our largest student population to 
date,” said Collin College District Presi-
dent Neil Matkin said in the release.

Collin College o�  cials expect enroll-
ment to grow in tandem with regional 
population, the release stated. Collin 
County’s population could triple by 
2040, according to the release.

“It is amazing to re� ect back on 

2019 EDUCATIONGUIDEEDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATION
NEWS REPORT

BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER

SOURCE: COLLIN COLLEGE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

FY 2013-14 51,831

51,778

53,018

53,678

55,625

59,278

FY 2015-16

FY 2016-17

FY 2017-18

FY 2018-19

FY 2019-20

the college’s enrollment of more than 
5,000 students in 1986 and compare 
that number to the thriving higher 
education institution we have today,” 
J. Robert Collins, founding trustee and 
current Collin College board of trustees 
chair, said in the release.

Opportunities for local high school 
students to earn college credits are also 
fueling the increase. Dual credit enroll-
ment alone grew by 30% over the past 
year, according to the release.

The college plans to open four 

Districtwide, Collin College has seen a 
14.37% increase in student enrollment 
over the last six fi scal years.

Enrollment on the rise
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Seven McKinney-area businesses 
for ACT & SAT tutoring

GUIDE
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TEST PREP
For those wanting to study at a four-year 
university, taking the ACT or SAT is a must. 
But the tests are not easy. Many businesses 
in McKinney offer tutoring to help students 
prepare for the big tests. This list is not 
comprehensive, and rates are not included 
because they vary.

Guide
SERVICES OFFEREDKey

• One-on-one tutoring: A student meets with a tutor at the tutoring 
center for one-on-one, personalized instruction.

• In-home private tutoring: A tutor comes to a student’s home or an 
agreed-upon location for one-on-one, personalized instruction.

• Small group tutoring: A student receives tutoring with six or fewer 
other students.

• Online tutoring: A student receives tutoring via software or website.

SOURCE: TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING 
BOARD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
NOTE: ACT AND SAT SCORES ARE FROM 2017 GRADUATES
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SAT

The SAT, or the Scholastic Aptitude 
Test, covers reading, writing, language 
and math. Composite scores range 
from 400-1600. 

Costs: $47.50+ 

2019 test dates: Oct. 26, Dec. 14, Feb. 
8, April 4, June 13, July 18

Average SAT scores in 2017:

Reading/writing:

Math

National

State

McKinney ISD

National

State

McKinney ISD

533
513

572

527
507

568

  1  Academics Plus
175 S. Ridge Road, Ste. 700, McKinney 
972-548-8788
www.academicsplus.com
This tutoring center offers help with algebra, math, reading and 
study skills.

  2  Creative Tutors
214-551-1398 
www.creativetutors.com
Tutoring is offered for math, language arts, foreign language, social 
studies, science and history. Tutoring is also offered for those with 
special needs or in gifted and talented classes. 

  3  Huntington Learning Center of McKinney
3001 S. Central Expressway, Ste. 301, McKinney
469-796-5125
www.huntingtonhelps.com/center/mckinney-tx
Huntington Learning offers exam-prep programs by grade level for 
elementary, middle and high school students. Subjects range from 
math to reading to science. Tutoring includes help with study skills, 
ADHD support and summer programs. 

  4  Sylvan Learning of McKinney
6840 W. Virginia Parkway, Ste. 105, McKinney
469-301-2457
https://locations.sylvanlearning.com/us/mckinney-tx
Sylvan Learning offers tutoring and homework support in math, 
reading, writing and study skills.

  5  The Math Coaches
3900 S. Stonebridge Drive, Ste. 1403, McKinney
972-439-5032 
http://www.themathcoaches.com/
This tutoring center specializes in math. 

  6  The Tutoring Center McKinney

6405 W. Eldorado Parkway, Ste. 600, McKinney
214-856-5555
www.mckinney.tutoringcenter.com
This center offers tutoring and enrichment programs in math, read-
ing and writing. 

  7  Tutor’s Gurukul

5016 Naphill Road, McKinney
214-385-3087
www.tutorsgurukul.net 
This center helps with math, reading, writing and all high school 
subjects. 

ACT

The ACT, or the American College Test, covers several subjects, including English, read-
ing, math and science. Composite scores range from 1-36. 

Costs: $50.50+  

2019 test dates: Nov. 5, Dec. 7, March 14, May 2, June 6

Average ACT scores 
in 2017:

National

State

McKinney ISD

21
20.7

23.7

BAIS/BSIS Interdisciplinary Studies
• Elementary Education (EC-6th)
• Special Education Certificate

BS Psychology

Master of Social Work

MS Counseling with emphasis in
• Clinical Mental Health Counseling
• School Counseling

MEd Counseling with emphasis in
• Student Affairs

PhD Counseling

A&M�COMMERCE OFFERS

Degree 
Programs 
at Collin 
Higher 
Education 
Center in 
McKinney! 
Collin Higher Education 
Center provides a great 
opportunity for students in the 
Collin County area 
to receive an A&M-Commerce 
education close to home. 

FIND OUT MORE
tamuc.edu/CHEC

CHEC@tamuc.edu

972.599.3122



www.integrityresidences.com

BUILD YOUR DREAM 
IN THE RESIDENCES AT JEANS CREEK

• Community pool

• Outdoor lifestyle space

• Dog park

• McKinney ISD schools

W. White Ave.

US-380

US
-75

Starting in the Mid $200,000s
Convenient to 
US-75 and US-380

Why did you want to be district 
president of Collin College?
I got here, and I felt like there was 
something very special when I 
came to interview as a semi� nalist. 
…  When I got called back for the 
� nalists’ interview and went through 
two or three days of interviews, I 
got to meet the folks on the di� erent 
campuses  and … [there were] very 
di� erent personalities at the di� erent 
campuses. But I enjoyed it. I liked the 
interchange, and I liked the way the 
board felt. 

What are some of the responsibili-
ties that come with your job?
We look at our tax rates to work with the 
board to make sure that we’re � scally 
sound and pursuing � scal practices. The 
safety of our students, faculty and sta�  
is a solid responsibility that I take very 
seriously. … Everything we do, whether 
it’s budget or policy, or looking at get-
ting into the housing business, even, we 
need to ask the question, “What impact 
does this have on students? What impact 
does this have on student outcomes?” 
So I think my main job is to keep us 
focused on what we’re here to do. 

What is your favorite part about 
working for Collin College?
My favorite part is the fact that you can 
do a lot of things for a living, but in this 
job you get to change people’s lives. It’s 
not just changing a person’s life for the 
day—if a person comes to us and is able 
to achieve educational goals that they 
wouldn’t otherwise achieve, and let’s 
say their salary … moves from point A to 
point B, it doesn’t just impact their life, 
it impacts their children’s lives and their 
[grandchildren’s] lives. I’m hard-pressed 
to � nd another job where you can get to 
do that.

What are some important topics to 
address in the near future?
We are starting our two new bachelor’s 
degrees in January: bachelor of science in 
nursing and bachelor of applied tech-
nology and cybersecurity. Those will 
start in January, and we’re authorized by 
the legislature to o� er three bachelor’s 
degrees. So we’re working on � guring out 
what the third one should be. … And then, 
we’re in the process of building two brand 
new campuses—one in Wylie and one in 
Allen. … We’re in the process of renewing 
our master plan and our strategic plan, so 
we’ll do demographic studies.

M
IR

A
N

D
A

 JA
IM

E
S/

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 IM
PA

C
T 

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

PEOPLE

BY MIRANDA JAIMES

Neil Matkin is approaching fi ve years of serving as the Collin College district president.
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 I n April, Neil Matkin will celebrate � ve years of serving as Collin College 
district president. The college was named in September as one of the best 

colleges to work for, according to a new survey by the “Great Colleges to Work 
For” program. Matkin’s experience in higher education includes serving as the 
executive vice president of the Louisiana Community and Technical College Sys-
tem. Before that, Matkin was the president of the Central Campus of San Jacinto 
College and served in a variety of administrative and sta�  roles across the country.

Neil Matkin
Collin College district president



WE MAKE YOUR HOME
LOOK GOOD

…AND YOU LOOK GREAT.

CARPET CLEANING

3
ROOMS

1 ROOM &
1 BATH OR
LAUNDRY

ONLY $99 ONLY $99

CARPET  •  TILE & GROUT  •  HARDWOOD  •  UPHOLSTERY
AREA RUG  •  24 HOUR WATER RESTORATION

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating 
locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Combined living areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. 
are considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector and deodorizer. Offer 
not applicable on natural stone flooring. Not applicable to installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off-site cleaning process. 
Priced by square foot. As applicable, discount applies to the smallest area rug of equal or lesser size. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.

FOR A CLEANER & HEALTHIER HOME™

1-800-STEEMER®  |   stanleysteemer.com

1/1/1 2/2/  OFF
CLEAN 1 RUG

GET A 2ND

OFF-SITE AREA RUG 
CLEANING

TILE & GROUT 
CLEANING

Expires: 11/30/19
Promo Code: TC99B

Expires: 11/30/19
Promo Code: 3CPT9

Expires: 11/30/19
Promo Code: AR12F

eligible for grants, scholarships, loans, 
study-abroad aid, work-study jobs or 
tax bene� ts. Many colleges and uni-
versities also use the completed form 
to determine the � nancial aid they will 
provide to students.

Jennifer Akins, McKinney ISD’s 
senior director of guidance and coun-
seling, said the district plans to increase 
the number of � nancial aid information 
sessions o� ered for parents and stu-
dents. Collin College also plans to o� er 
more assistance for parents, students 
and high school counselors.

Cindy Monogue, a college adviser at 
McKinney Boyd High School, estimates 
about half of MISD students complete 
federal � nancial aid forms each year. 
The new law will make the submission 
a requirement for all Texas students. 
Students will also have the option to 
� ll out the Texas application for state 
� nancial aid, or TASFA, instead. Those 
who choose not to apply for either fed-
eral or state aid must submit a waiver 
signed by a parent or school counselor.

Akins said the district expects the 
new law to yield positive results.

“There’s obviously a bene� t to stu-
dents and families to have access to 
higher education, and � nancial tools 
are a part of that journey,” Akins said. 
“There is a good body of research that 
shows that students that complete a 
FAFSA or participate in other types of 
� nancial planning are a lot more likely 
to make a smooth transition into a 
post-secondary environment.”

LAW TO REQUIRE APPLICATIONS

McKinney resident Mariah Zagorsky 
has a daughter at McKinney High 
School and a son in college. 

“So many families don’t realize there 
is money available,” Zagorsky said. “In 
that aspect, I would think [the state] 

would have made it more required by 
high school [students]. But a law? I was 
kind of surprised.” 

The Texas Education Agency man-
dated the federal aid application to 
make sure people would submit the 
form, Booker said. Mandating the appli-
cation also allows the state to spend 
time, e� ort and money to track it, he 
said. 

Louisiana was the � rst state to pass 
a similar law, called the Financial Aid 
Access Policy. It began with the gradu-
ating class of 2018. Louisiana o�  cials 

said they have already seen bene� ts.
In 2018, the number of high school 

graduates in Louisiana who enrolled 
in college hit an all-time high of 25,083 
students, according to an email from 
Sydni Dunn, press secretary with the 
Louisiana Department of Education. 
That number represented an increase 
of about 1,500 graduates from the pre-
vious year.

“We cannot de� nitively say these 
gains are a result of our Financial Aid 
Access Policy,” Dunn said in the email. 
“But we are hopeful the policy has 

positively in� uenced college enroll-
ment and will continue to do so.”

Much like Texas, Louisiana requires 
all public high school students to com-
plete and submit either a federal or 
state aid application. Students may also 
opt out with a letter, form or waiver. If 
students in Louisiana do not complete 
one of these steps, they will not gradu-
ate with a high school diploma, Dunn 
said in the email. 

Some families may see the appli-
cation as a hassle or a burden, but 
the pros outweigh the cons, said Alan 

 CONTINUED FROM 1
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APPLYING IS 
NOW THE LAW
Starting with the class of 2022, Texas high 
school students will be required to complete and 
submit a free federal or state fi nancial aid form.

A similar law went into effect in Louisiana 
starting with the class of 2018. The state has 
since seen an increase in the number of students 
graduating high school in four years. Louisiana 
has also seen an increase in the number of 
students who enroll in college the fall semester 
following their high school graduation, also 
known as fi rst-time freshmen.

2018

+6.65%

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

First-time freshmen

25,083

23,517

22,860

22,188

22,972

21,744

20,457

SOURCES: LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

FEDERAL AID
APPLICATION CHECKLIST

The U.S. Department of Education offers a checklist for students preparing for 

college. Here is a condensed version of the list in connection with fi nancial aid. 

More information can be found at www.studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-

college/checklists.
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Spring of 11th grade:

Find scholarships to apply for. Visit www.studentaid.gov/scholarships to learn 

more.

Summer before 12th grade:

Create a federal student aid ID. This ID is used for federal student aid documents.

Understand options to pay for college by completing the FAFSA4caster online, 

which estimates what you might receive in fi nancial aid.

Apply for scholarships.

Fall of 12th grade:

After Oct. 1, complete and submit federal aid application forms at www.fafsa.gov. 

Spring of 12th grade: 

Review college acceptance letters and compare fi nancial aid offers.

Contact the school’s fi nancial aid offi ce if you have questions about what the 

school offers you. 

While student is in 11th grade: 

Create an ID for federal student aid. A parent and child must each have their own ID.

Review your fi nancial situation and make sure your child is applying for scholarships.

(Tip: ask your employer if scholarships are available for your child.)

While student is in 12th grade: 

Work with your child on completing and submitting a federal aid application form.

SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPERFirst-time freshmen 
from 2017 to 2018

Start of applications being required
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Physicians employed by Texas Health Physicians Group practice independently and are not 
employees or agents of Texas Health Resources hospitals. © 2019

Allen Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
Make an Appointment | 214-433-6183

John Christoforetti, M.D.; Katherine Kester, M.D.; Andrew Parker, M.D.

Official sports medicine specialists of everyday 
athletes. 

Injuries are part of the game, whether you’re training for 

a 5K, a division title, or just your neighborhood pickup 

game. If you get sidelined, turn to the leaders in sports 

medicine care—the specialists of Texas Health Physicians 

Group. From sprains and strains to advanced surgical 

treatments for the hip, knee, shoulder and elbow, we’ll 

work to get you back on the field with time to spare.

Your recovery is our game.

Pixley, district director of � nancial aid 
and veterans’ services at Collin College.

“Each person’s situation is unique,” 
Pixley said. “The only way to know if 
you qualify for something is to apply, 
and it’s free to do.”

HOW TO ENFORCE THE LAW

It is too early to tell exactly how the 
Texas Education Agency will enforce 
this law or track which students do not 
complete the application. Booker said 
he expects Texas’ process to resemble 
Louisiana’s. 

A Texas Education Agency advisory 
committee will present plans to the 
state Legislature about tracking and 
enforcing the law by January 2021. 

Federal aid applications are available 
every year beginning Oct. 1, according 
to the Federal Student Aid website. 

“Because of the variation in state and 
college deadlines, it is highly recom-
mended that you � ll out the FAFSA as 
soon as you can a� er Oct. 1 to ensure 
that you do not miss out on available 
aid,” the website states. 

Dunn recommends Texas counsel-
ors o� er “clear communication and 
strong partnerships” in implementing 
this new law. Dunn said the Louisiana 

Department of Education created addi-
tional resources and events  to help.  

FINANCIAL AID ASSISTANCE

Zagorsky said the application can be 
frustrating for someone who has never 
completed one, she said. 

To assist families, MISD o� ers two 
college � nancial aid nights a year as 
well as workshops on federal aid appli-
cations. Monogue said the next work-
shop will be held at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 4 at 
Boyd High School. 

MISD also recommends the use of 
various resources, including Naviance, 
a so� ware program with college and 
career planning tools for students. 

Collin College will host a � nancial 
aid night Nov. 13 to help parents and 
students � ll out federal forms. The 
event will begin at 6:30 p.m. at the Pres-
ton Ridge Campus in Frisco. The col-
lege will also host a workshop for high 
school counselors Oct. 18.

Pixley said Collin College is ready to 
help districts and students � ll out the 
federal forms because “we want resi-
dents of Collin County to be successful.”

For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.
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Through the federal aid application, students could be eligible to receive grants, 
scholarships, loans, fi nancial aid for studying abroad, work-study jobs or tax benefi ts. 
The dollar amount associated with each type of fi nancial aid varies. 

HOW MUCH FEDERAL AID
IS AVAILABLE?

Name Amount Notes

Federal Pell Grant
up to 

$6,095
For the 2018-19 year. Amount changes annually.

Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grant

up to 
$4,000

Teacher Education Assistance 
for College and Higher 
Education Grant

up to 
$4,000

For students working towards a career as a teacher. 

Upon graduation, the student must agree to teach four 
years in a high-need fi eld at an elementary school, 
secondary school or educational service agency serving 
low-income families.

Direct PLUS loan Maximum amount is the cost of attending college minus other 
fi nancial aid received. 

The borrower is responsible for paying interest on the loan.

Direct subsidized loan up to 
$5,500

Depending on student’s year in school and dependency 
status.

The U.S. Department of Education typically pays 
interest on this loan while the student is in school.

Direct unsubsidized loan up to 
$20,500

Depending on student’s year in school and dependency 
status.

The borrower is responsible for paying interest on the loan.

Federal work-study No annual minimum or maximum amount.

Students earn money through a job, but that money goes toward 
college tuition and other fees.

NOTE: THIS LIST IS NOT COMPREHENSIVE
SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

While student is in 11th grade: 

Create an ID for federal student aid. A parent and child must each have their own ID.

Review your fi nancial situation and make sure your child is applying for scholarships.

(Tip: ask your employer if scholarships are available for your child.)

While student is in 12th grade: 

Work with your child on completing and submitting a federal aid application form.

SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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  1  The Artist Lofts

109 ½ E. Virginia St.
Sixty years after the suicide of a local insur-
ance agent, Leonard Ray’s name remains 
etched on the door of his former downtown 
McKinney offi ce where he was found dead 
of a gunshot wound to the head in 1959. 
Shortly after, the entire top fl oor of the 
building, including his offi ce, was boarded 
up and left dormant for almost 50 years. 
When the space reopened sometime in the 
past decade, several unexplained events 
have been reported, including the sound of 
footsteps and paint cans fl ying across the 
room. The top fl oor, now known as The Art-
ist Lofts, is an art gallery and work space for 
artist Rachel Reitan Fine Art among other 
artists. Reitan was the fi rst to occupy the 
space directly next to Ray’s offi ce. When she 
said she was in the building alone with her 
dog, she felt an eerie energy. She said the 
hair on the back of her neck stood up, and 
her dog remained glued to her side with its 
hackles raised. Next, she said, loud foot-
steps came down the hallway. But when she 
looked, she said, there was no one there, 
and all the doors were still locked. She said 
she heard footsteps again. Local research 
team TexPart Paranormal conducted an 
investigation at Ray’s offi ce a few years ago 
and asked aloud why Ray shot himself. A 
voice was captured saying, “She left me.” 
The team found out through Ray’s family 
that his wife and his business partner were 
having an affair; this is believed to be the 
reason for his suicide, according to TexPart.  

  

2 Buckner Cemetery

4550 W. University Drive 
The Buckner Cemetery, which sits on the 
land of what is now Third Monday Trade 
Days, is said to be haunted by the ghost of a 
Kiowa Indian chief. Chief Spotted Tail once 
led a 200-member tribe that watched over 
Fort Buckner and McKinney; he was believed 
to be a local hero. In the 1870s, the chief 
volunteered to bury people who died during 
an epidemic. After Chief Spotted Tail caught 

the disease himself, he reportedly asked for a 
“white man’s burial,” but back then, this was 
not allowed. Instead a tree was planted in 
his honor in the cemetery. A Texas Historical 
Marker at the cemetery states that the tribal 
chief was buried in an unmarked grave. 
Trade Days owner Darrell Lewis said shortly 
after he purchased the property in the 
1990s, an Oklahoma-area Kiowa chief came 
to visit. According to Lewis, the chief said 
the area was “holy ground.” Over the years, 
there have been multiple reported sightings 
of a Native American man standing in and 
around the cemetery who disappears before 
anyone gets too close. Others have reported 
hearing voices.

  3  The Celt Irish Pub

100 N. Tennessee St.
Long before it was The Celt Irish Pub, a 
small wooden saloon stood in its place. 
The saloon was said to be popular among 
infamous criminals, including Frank and 
Jesse James, who were said to play cards 
and drink there. The bar’s owner at that 
time reportedly put in trap doors and 
secret exits so a quick getaway could be 
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made when law enforcement arrived. It is 
believed that many shootouts took place 
in the area, and bullet holes can be found 
in the pub’s walls. In 2016, the owners 
of The Celt called in TexPart Paranormal 
to investigate why forks kept turning up 
in the furniture and woodwork. Before 
investigating, TexPart said it required 
all silverware to be locked up. During a 
review of its audio recordings, the sound 
of a young boy’s voice was caught saying, 
“I need a fork.” During the same investi-
gation, TexPart said it recorded another 
faint voice—this one of a man saying, 
“Y’all are crazy”—and a little girl’s voice 
saying, “I hate dancing.” The sound of 
spurs jingling was also recorded. Others 
have reported multiple sightings of a male 
fi gure dressed in an overcoat and top hat 
as well as “creepy feelings” in the women’s 
bathroom. 

  4  Collin County 

History Museum

300 E. Virginia St.
The Collin County History Museum is 
believed by some to be haunted by a man 
who worked there when the building was 

a post offi ce in the early 1900s. During an 
investigation, TexPart Paranormal said it 
asked aloud, “Is there a former postmaster 
still here? How long did you work here?” 
Researchers said they recorded audio of a 
man identifying himself as “Walter” who 
said he has worked there for 38 years. 
TexPart said when reviewing records of 
former employees, researchers found a 
man named Walter who had worked there 
for 45 years, 38 of which he served as 
postmaster. 

  5  Old Collin 

County Prison

115 S. Kentucky St.
Residents and paranormal investigators both 
have reported unexplained activity inside the 
old Collin County Prison. The prison, built in 
1880, could house as many as 50 people, ac-
cording to the Collin County History website. 
The last man to be hanged there was William 
Ezell Stepp, who was sentenced to death 
after being convicted of the murder of Hardy 

Mills. Stepp reportedly professed his inno-
cence until the day he died in 1922. The fi rst 
two fl oors of the prison were later renovated 
into offi ce space, but empty jail cells remain 
on the third fl oor. The sound of keys jingling 
and wooden chairs rolling across the fl oors 
were continuously reported by staff who 
worked after-hours in the building. TexPart 
investigated the building in 2017, and the 
team captured audio recordings of what 
they believe to be a former prisoner saying, 
“Show me where I killed her. Show me where 
I hid her.” Some believe the prison is haunted 
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KATHERINE  BOREY AND AUBREY GALLOWAY

October is the season for scary and ghostly stories. And McKin-
ney, whose history goes back more than 170 years, has its share 
of haunted tales. Much of the following information comes from 
TexPart Paranormal, a local group of avid historians who research 
and attempt to validate claims of haunting through evidence. Other 
details come from property owners and residents and from stories 
passed down over the years. Whether you believe in ghosts or not, 
these stories are too spooky not to share. Here is a guide to some of 
the reportedly haunted places in McKinney. 
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  5

VOICE HEARD SAYING...

“She lef t me”

LAND SAID TO BE...

“holy ground ”

Buckner CemeteryBuckner Cemetery made when law enforcement arrived. It is 
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VOICE HEARD SAYING...

“Show me where I hid her”



2 LOCAL OFFICES FOR 
YOUR CONVENIENCE!

(972) 779-0033

Locally Owned and Operated for over 30 
Years! Exclusive to DFW Metroplex

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
For ALL Your Home Improvement Needs!

OVER 122 5 STAR 
GOOGLE REVIEWS

ROOF REPLACEMENT & REPAIR

WINDOWS, SCREENS, GUTTERS

SIDING, HVAC, GARAGE DOORS

FENCE CONSTRUCTION & STAINING

IN HOUSE CREWS

ADMIT ONE

two FREE
DALLAS 

COWBOYS 
TICKETS

with the purchase of 
a new roof

Call for details, 
mention offer.

DFWROOFINGPRO.COM

NO MONEY UP 
FRONT!
LIFETIME 

WORKMANSHIP 
WARRANTY!
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by Stepp as well as by prisoners whose spirits 
are still confi ned to their cells. 

  6  Heritage Village at

Chestnut Square 

315 S. Chestnut St.
At least three homes in Chestnut Square are 
said to be haunted. The Delaney House, the 
Faires House and the Two-Bit Taylor Inn were 
relocated from their original locations to the 
Square. All three date back to the mid-1800s 
and come with deep history. People have 
reported hearing children’s voices, seeing 
apparitions and objects fl ying across the 
room and hearing the sound of running 
footsteps. Others have reported seeing 
a man resembling Mr. Taylor in the sec-
ond-story window of the Taylor Inn during 
war reenactments and fi nding indentations 
on the beds as if someone had been lying in 
them. Every October for the last 12 years, 
Chestnut Square offi cials have held ghost 
tours. This year, on Oct. 25-26, guests can 
join investigators as they walk through some 
of the homes. Tickets are $20. Visit
 www.chestnutsquare.org/ghost-walk for 
more information. 

  7  McKinney Performing

Arts Center

111 N. Tennessee St.
Many different spirits are said to haunt the 
McKinney Performing Arts Center. The build-
ing served as the Collin County Courthouse 
from 1875 to about 1979, according to the 
city’s website. The most notable entity, 
called “The Lady in White,” is believed to be 
one of the two women who killed themselves 

at the courthouse. One drank poison on the 
front steps during the Great Depression, 
and the other is said to have hanged herself 
on the third fl oor. TexPart said it captured a 
video of an apparition resembling a lady in 
white walking down the staircase during one 
of its investigations. A chair was thrown at 
a researcher during another visit. Shadow 
fi gures and strange audio recordings have 
also been captured over the years. 

  8  Former nurses’ 

quarters

708 S. College St.
This building, which has been operating as 
an offi ce building for the last few decades, 
was once a dormitory for the nurses who 
worked at the hospital next door. Some 
people believe the nurses’ spirits contin-
ue to loom there. It’s been said, but not 
confi rmed, that a nurse was strangled 
in the building’s basement by a mainte-
nance man. There has been at least one 
report of a woman in the basement feeling 
hands wrapped around her neck. The 
encounter left visible marks, but no one 
was there. Others have reported feeling 
a negative presence in the basement and 
hearing footsteps throughout the halls. 
The sound of running water, believed to 
be from the dorm showers, can still be 
heard sometimes in the building. Former 
employee Lisa Barringer said her boss 
reported hearing water running so vividly 
in his offi ce that he called a plumber. The 
plumber found that water pipes no longer 
ran through that part of the building, but 
he heard the water, too. 
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Whether you need someone to help a few 
hours a week or need more comprehensive 
assistance, Home Instead can help.

You want to stay in the place you 
call home. We can help.

•	  Companionship Care
•	Medication Reminders
•	Personal Care

•	Meals & Nutrition
•	Transportation
•	House hold Duties

Call for a free, 
no-obligation appointment

(972) 910-2426

homeinstead.com/278
Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently  

owned and operated.  © 2019 Home Instead, Inc.

Whether you need someone to help a few 
hours a week or need more comprehensive 
assistance, Home Instead can help.

You want to stay in the place you 
call home. We can help.

•	  Companionship Care
•	Medication Reminders
•	Personal Care

•	Meals & Nutrition
•	Transportation
•	House hold Duties

Call for a free, 
no-obligation appointment

(972) 910-2426

homeinstead.com/278
Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently  

owned and operated.  © 2019 Home Instead, Inc.

972-910-2976

HomeInstead.com/413

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com34

Savor Patisserie 

119 W. Virginia St., Ste. 101, McKinney 

469-617-7414

www.savorpatisserie.com

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Thu.-
Fri. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-10 
p.m., Sun. noon-5 p.m.

VIRGINIA ST.

LOUISIANA ST.

NMap not to scale
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BUSINESS FEATURE

 F ounder and owner Kelli Watts 
opened the macaron shop Savor 

Patisserie in downtown McKinney in 
September 2017. 

A patisserie is a French bakery, Watts 
said. Macarons, which date back to the 
1700s, consist of light and brightly col-
ored sandwich pastry shells � lled with 
a sweet, creamy center, she said. 

Watts said she started baking macar-
ons at home in her spare time, learning 
from a cookbook as well as through 
trial and error. Once she perfected her 
own unique recipe, she began selling 
her macarons at the Dallas farmers 
market. She said she soon realized it 
was time to open her own shop.

“It’s been an adventure,” Watts 
said. “I didn’t have any sort of culinary 
background. I never went to culinary 
school. I just liked to bake for fun for 

my whole life.”
Then, she said, she “became com-

pletely obsessed” with macarons.
Now Watts owns four Savor Patisser-

ies. The � rst opened in Dallas in 2016. 
A second shop opened in Fort Worth in 
2017, and that was followed shortly by 
the opening of the McKinney location. 
A second Dallas location launched 
earlier this year. 

Macaron shells are made from a 
batter of egg whites, sugar and almond 
� our, Watts said, and all are naturally 
gluten free. The insides are o� en � lled 
with � avored buttercream, fruit curd, 
jam, Nutella, ganache or other � llings. 

Savor o� ers 27 core � avors that are 
available year-round in all stores and 
online, including classics such as rasp-
berry, pistachio, vanilla, salted caramel 
and chocolate as well as more creative 

� avors, such as s’mores, rosé, honey 
and matcha. 

“It’s important for me to include all 
of those [traditional] � avors on the 
menu, but I am American ... so it’s 
important for me to include … more 
Americanized � avors in a traditional 
French method.”  

Savor rolls out special collections 
multiple times a year. The most recent 
was themed a� er movie theater snacks 
and included buttered popcorn, Sour 
Patch Kids and Hot Tamales. In Octo-
ber, a collection of Halloween candy 
� avors will be available, Watts said. 

Customers can stop by the shop to 
get macarons to-go. Savor also o� ers 
macarons made-to-order with custom 
colors, � avors and designs, including 
pictures and monograms. Dye-free and 
dairy-free options are also available.

BY EMILY DAVISSavor Patisserie
Self-taught baker offers classic and creative French macarons 

MACARON
VS. MACAROON

MACARON-
MAKING CLASSES

Macaron (noun; 
pronounced: mäkə-
a-ŕōnn): French 
pastry made with 
two shells and fi lling

Macaroon (noun; 
pronounced: ma-
ka-roon): toasted 
coconut ball

Many people confuse macarons 
with macaroons. However, there is a 
difference. 

Savor Patisserie offers public macaron 
baking classes every Saturday. Private 
classes can also be scheduled for 
bachelorette parties, team-buildings, 
family reunions and more.
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SOURCE: SAVOR PATISSERIE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Kelli Watts owns four Savor Patisserie shops in Dallas, Fort Worth and McKinney.
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Savor’s best-selling fl avors include salt-
ed caramel, red velvet, chocolate and 
birthday cake.

$65 2 5-10
per person

(public classes)
hours per class self-made

macarons to keep



ARE YOU A HARD 
WORKER LOOKING 
FOR WORK TODAY?

Jobs in all industries.
Call or visit us today!

Secretarial • Industrial • Clerical 
Custodial • Accounting • Construction 

Warehouse Manufacturing • Assembly Work

Serving McKinney for over 30 years!

500 W. University Dr., Suite 102, McKinney
972-542-5586 • TempsOfMcKinney.com

Sunday Services: 9:15 and 10:45am 

Join us on Facebook live 
at 9:15 am every Sunday!

Visit us at crosspoint-church.org  |  2101 S. Stonebridge Dr., McKinney

Connect to the joyful, abundant, 
Supernatural Christ-life

Joy and Grey Booth saw a gap they 
could help � ll in the McKinney com-
munity when they began planning for 
E.J. Wills Gastropub. The restaurant 
moved to McKinney from its two-year-
old Dallas location in March 2018. 

“We always wanted it to be in 
McKinney,” Joy said. “We knew it was 
going to be quite a while before we 
could build this from the ground up, 
so we opened in Dallas while we were 
waiting.”

E.J. Wills serves the need for food 
that appeals to a wide array of peo-
ple’s appetites, especially on the west 
side of McKinney, where there are 
fewer novel food options, Joy said. 
The restaurant also strives to support 
the neighborhood, she said.

“We’re not just about food, we’re 
not just about drink, but we’re about 
bringing the community together,” 
she said.

In an e� ort to encourage that 
community, E.J. Wills hosts guest 
bartenders every week from local 
organizations. The restaurant had 
more than 30 guest bartenders in the 
last year and has raised thousands of 
dollars, Joy said.

“They don’t really have to know 
anything about bartending,” she said. 
“They just have to want to support 
their charity.” 

E.J. Wills hosts spirit nights for local 
organizations and sets up food tents 
at as many local festivals as possible, 
including a recent local food and 
wine festival. Trivia nights and live 
music are also frequently featured.

In the kitchen, changes to the menu 
come roughly every three months 
to match the food options with the 

season. The restaurant has recently 
developed a vegan menu, which is 
certi� ed by the Plant Pure Commu-
nity.

Written on the wall of the restau-
rant in large script is the motto of the 
E.J. Wills Gastropub: “Where friends 
and � avor come together.” Joy calls 
this message the kernel that the 
restaurant has grown on.

“It is really like the place where 
people feel comfortable,” she said. 
“They can come on a date night; they 
can bring their kids; they can bring 
their elderly parents; they can just 
come for a drink a� er work; they can 
come with their ladies, you know. 
Whatever they want, they can � nd 
some way to make that happen here.”
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E.J. Wills Gastropub

1910 N. Stonebridge Drive, Ste. 100, 
McKinney

214-592-0145 | ejwillsgastropub.com

Hours: Mon. 11 a.m.-11 p.m., Tue.
11 a.m.-midnight, Thu.-Fri. 11 a.m.-2 a.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.-2 a.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-11 p.m.
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DINING FEATURE

BY LIESBETH POWERS

E.J. Wills Gastropub
McKinney residents fi ll gap with their restaurant: 
‘We’re about bringing the community together’

380

N

“IT IS REALLY LIKE THE 
PLACE WHERE PEOPLE FEEL 

COMFORTABLE ... WHATEVER 
THEY WANT, THEY CAN FIND 

SOME WAY TO MAKE THAT 
HAPPEN HERE.”

– JOY BOOTH, OWNER, E.J. WILLS GASTROPUB

Grey and Joy Booth named their McKinney restaurant by combining their daughters’ 
initials—“E” and “J”—and adding in a reference to their strong wills.
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The Sweet Pepper 
Hamburger expects to 
make a showing on the 

fall menu at E.J. Wills Gastropub. 
This burger is topped with cheese 
and peppers and comes with a 
side of fries and a pickle.
$12

E.J.’s Signature Salad
is made with red leaf 
lettuce, grilled chick-

en, blue cheese, cheddar cheese, 
cucumbers, avocado, cherry 
tomatoes, a hard-cooked egg, 
thick-cut applewood bacon and 
house dressing.
$15, $23 with salmon



7117 County Road 166, McKinney, TX 75071 
972-548-4792 | mpec@collincountytx.gov

Twilight Package
Ceremony Location: 
The Gazebo
Reception: 
The Landing
Details:

• 12 hour rental
• Up to 250 Guests
• $3,500 
• + $500 Refundable Deposit

CUSTOM 
HARDWOOD 
FURNITURE

(469) 734-0144
kswoodcraft.com
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CALL FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT

$100 OFFMention this 
ad and get

FAMILY 
OWNED & 
OPERATED
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on even more revenue. According to 
Airbnb, there are nearly 200 active 
short-term rentals in McKinney. 

People renting their properties via 
Airbnb, Vrbo, HomeAway or any other 
short-term rental agency are required 
to follow the same laws as local hotels 
and bed-and-breakfasts when it comes 
to paying state and local hotel occu-
pancy taxes, according to the city. 

“We are trying to make sure we get 
those collected here,” Holloway said. 

City o�  cials are negotiating an 
agreement with Airbnb. Websites for 
Vrbo and HomeAway state that those 
companies are also collecting only the 

 CONTINUED FROM 1 state of Texas’ portion of hotel occu-
pancy taxes. Those state tax collections 
began April 1, according to Vrbo and 
HomeAway.

McKinney approached Airbnb ear-
lier this year a� er the rental company 
announced Plano had become the � rst 
Texas city with an agreement to receive 
local hotel occupancy taxes directly 
from the platform, Holloway said.

In late August, McKinney received 
a dra�  collections agreement from 
Airbnb. That contract is still under 
review. McKinney expects to begin col-
lecting local taxes through Airbnb in 
the next few months, Holloway said.

An Airbnb spokesman declined to 

answer speci� c questions about the 
contract and referred to a July news 
release for details.

“Collecting and remitting hotel 
taxes can be incredibly complicated,” 
the release stated. “The rules were 
designed for traditional hospitality 
providers and large hotel corporations 
with teams of lawyers and accoun-
tants. For this reason, Airbnb has part-
nered with over 400 local governments 
throughout the U.S. to collect and 
remit taxes, making the process seam-
less and easy for hosts to pay their fair 
share while contributing new revenue 
for local governments.” 

Texas state lodging o�  cials believe 

it is only fair to hold Airbnb and other 
short-term rental operators to the same 
tax standards as hotels.

“We feel it ought to be a level playing 
� eld … Short-term rentals should have 
to obey local ordinances with regard to 
paying the taxes,” said Scott Joslove, 
president and CEO of the Texas Hotel & 
Lodging Association.

TIME TO COLLECT 

Lodging facilities are required to pay 
hotel occupancy taxes to both the state 
and city in which they are located if city 
ordinances require them to do so.

Texas levies a 6% hotel occupancy 
tax, which is paid to the state comp-
troller’s o�  ce. McKinney employs a 7% 
hotel occupancy tax. 

Occupancy taxes come from room 
rentals, according to the lodging asso-
ciation, and are generally tacked onto 
the bill in addition to other fees, such 
as those for cleanings or extra guests. 

The responsibility to pay these taxes 
falls to the owner or operator of the 
rental, McKinney Finance Director 
Trudy Mathis said. 

City o�  cials say they have been able 
to collect local lodging taxes from only 
15 short-term rentals so far. Tax revenue 
from those properties totaled slightly 
more than $15,000 last year and almost 
$17,000 as of July this year. 

“We do attempt to collect them now 
… We go out and we research what we 
can and try to � nd out who is in the 
business, and we try to collect, and we 
do a pretty good job of it,” Holloway 
said. “Hopefully, in the next month 
or in the next couple of months, we’ll 
be able to start having Airbnb collect 
those for us. They are � xing to be the 
middleman and collect these for every-
one.”

According to Plano’s agreement, 
all Airbnbs booked within the city of 
Plano automatically charge a 6% state 
tax and 7% city tax, both of which are 
paid by guests at checkout as part of 

SHORT-TERM RENTALS INMc� nney
According to AirDNA, a company that compiles information on 
short-term rentals listed on Airbnb, HomeAway and Vrbo, there 
are nearly 200 short-term rentals in McKinney at any. These 
include entire homes, private rooms and shared rooms.

DESIGNED BY CHELSEA PETERS | COMPILED BY EMILY DAVIS

Average
DAILY RATES

TOTAL AVAILABLE listings
The number of short-term rentals has increased in 
McKinney, according to AirDNA. 
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RENTAL OCCUPANCY RATES
Short-term
In 2018, more than half of McKinney 
short-term rentals were occupied. 
Nearly 83% of available rentals 
featuring entire homes were 
booked. This compares with 
McKinney’s hotels, which 
had an occupancy rate of 71% 
during the same year.

The rates for short-term rentals vary 
depending on the property, location 
and amenities offered. These rates 
compare to area hotel rooms that 
averaged at $81.58 a night in 2018.

52.7%
82.7% IN 2018

IN 2018
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Taking the first steps to a Healthier You!

BARIATRIC 
& GENERAL 
SURGERY

4510 Medical Center Drive, Suite 205, McKinney, TX 75069 • 214-823-5000

Jeffrey W. Henke,
MD, FACS, FASMBS

www.wlsdocs.com

Long term weight loss 
is hard. Dr. Henke 
offers a comprehensive 
weight loss program 
offering both medical 
and surgical options. 
He will work with 
you to fi nd the best 
solution for meaningful 
results.

Dr. Henke accepts all major insurance 
carriers, including Medicare, and offers 

cash pay options.

WLS Surgical Associates operates at facilities that are 

certifi ed Centers of Excellence by ASMBS and are designated 

quality care facilities for all major insurance programs.
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For more information, visit
communityimpact.com.

their bill. These taxes are collected by 
Airbnb from each transaction and are 
then sent directly to the appropriate 
source. Airbnb handles the taxes so 
property owners o� ering short-term 
rentals don’t have to.

“[Airbnb] is doing a service for all of 
these homeowners,” Mathis said. 

The contract with Plano states that 
Airbnb is not responsible for collecting 
local taxes on any transactions prior to 
the agreement, which went into e� ect 
May 1.  

Hotel occupancy taxes are vital to 
improving the city’s tourism industry, 
said Beth Shumate, communication 
manager for Visit McKinney, the city’s 
convention and visitors bureau.  

Occupancy tax revenue must be used 
only to directly enhance or promote 
tourism and to support the city’s hotel 
and convention industry.  

“Once cities secure collection of 
these local hotel occupancy taxes from 
Airbnbs, those taxes are subject to the 
same state law restrictions as all other 
hotel taxes,” Joslove said. 

RENTALS GROWING LOCALLY 

Airbnb’s presence has exploded 
globally since it started with its � rst 
booking in 2007. The company now 
manages more than six million listings 
across 191 countries, according to its 
website.  

In McKinney, visitors have a variety 
of short-term rentals to choose from, 
such as tiny homes, lo�  apartments, 
guest rooms or entire houses. The 
average price of these rentals is o� en 
comparable with the cost of staying at 
a traditional hotel, depending on the 
property.   

Airbnb declined to release any histor-
ical data about McKinney, but Airbnb 
spokesman Sam Randall said its hosts 
in all of Collin County brought in about 
$3.3 million in income between Memo-
rial Day and Labor Day this year. Host 
income has grown by nearly 75% year 
over year in Collin County, he said. 

This is because more guests are 
choosing to stay in local Airbnbs. 
During that same period, 16,474 guests 
stayed at Airbnbs in Collin County, 
nearly a 70% increase compared with 
that same time frame last year, Randall 
said.

Resident Britton Labombard said he 
has been renting his home near down-
town McKinney for almost two years. 

“I’m a � ight attendant, so when 
I leave, I don’t like my house being 
empty,” Labombard said. “I would 
rather let someone else stay who is vis-
iting the area and exploring the com-
munity. So it’s kind of a win-win. … 

Someone else gets to see the city while 
I am out seeing someone else’s city.”

Britton said he believes a potential 
collections agreement between the city 
and Airbnb would be helpful. It would 
be easier, Britton said, for collections 
to be conducted through the checkout 
process than for hosts to report their 
earnings and taxes each year. Britton 
said he has been paying the local taxes 
on his own.

“I’m all about doing this fairly, and if a 
tax [agreement] were to be had, it would 
probably a� ect my rates very margin-
ally, if any, because those just get for-
warded onto the customer,” he said. “I 
don’t see it hurting my business. I think 
it would just help the community.”

SPENDING HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX

• Convention and visitor centers
• Advertising and promotion to 

attract tourists
• Promotion of the arts
• Historical preservation  
• Transportation systems for tourists 

to travel from hotels to certain areas 
or attractions

• Signage directing traffi c to tourist 
sights

Hotel occupancy tax is a tax on the rental 
of rooms and is owed to states and some 
cities. The revenue from these taxes can 
only fund certain things. For McKinney, 
which charges a 7% tax, revenue can be 
used to fund the following:
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in Mc� nney

 Remaining monies will go to McKinney’s 
Hotel/Motel Tax Fund and can be used 
at City Council’s discretion for tourism-
related items or future capital projects.

$1.7m
The city of McKinney anticipates 

collecting about 

in hotel occupancy taxes from 
hotels, short-term rentals and bed-

and-breakfasts in 2020. 

$828K
of that will fund Visit 

McKinney’s operations.

$50K
will be used on city tourism and 

advertising initiatives.



Christine Hogan is a Broker Associate with 17 years of 
experience. She is accredited as a Certifi ed Negotiations 
Expert, Luxury Home Specialist, Top 25 Business Woman, 
#1 McKinney Ebby Agent and recipient of the VIP 
Customer Service Award. 

Christine knows that whether she helps a client buy or sell a 
home, it’s not just a transaction but the realization of a dream. 
She has a passion for Real Estate that turns her buyers and 
sellers into lifelong clients. With an unsurpassed dedication to 
service, you can expect excellence with Christine Hogan.

Contact Christine Hogan 
972-310-2479 • chgroupcb@gmail.com

38

REAL ESTATE

N

75071

75069

75071

75070

N121

5

75
380

NEW LISTINGS

Median sale price

Homes on the market

Average days on the market

Percent of original price received

Homes under contract

FEATURED APARTMENT

SPRINGS AT MCKINNEY

121

DNT
TOLL

380

75

75072

Springs at McKinney is located near the Sam 
Rayburn Tollway off Stacy Road. The complex 
offers studio apartments as well as one-, two- and 
three-bedroom fl oor plans.

AUGUST

AUGUST 2018 AUGUST 2019

Collin County

McKinney
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461 478

299
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96.7% 96.6%

305

HOMES ON THE MARKET 

P
H

O
TO

S 
C

O
U

R
TE

SY
 S

P
R

IN
G

S 
AT

 M
C

K
IN

N
E

Y

Builder: Continental and McShane Construction

Price range: $989-$2,189 per month

Square footage: 525-1,556

Bedrooms: studio-3

Amenities: Stainless steel appliances; faux-wood 
fl ooring; washer and dryer included; large, open 
kitchens; pet-friendly; optional private balconies 
or patios

Schools: Lindsey Elementary, Curtis Middle 
School, Allen High School (Allen ISD)

Frisco
2018: 1,271

2019: 1,094

McKinney
2018: 1,301

2019: 1,123

Plano
2018: 879

2019: 879

MCKINNEY MARKET DATA
ON THE MARKET

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact 
Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most 
current information.

AUGUST DATA BY ZIP CODE

-4.6%

-7.13%

+6.64%

-3.85%

SOURCE: MARKET DATA PROVIDED BY JONNA FERNANDEZ OF COLLIN COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS, COURTESY OF NORTH 
TEXAS REAL ESTATE INFORMATION SYSTEM (NTREIS)/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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 2018 VS.  2019

AUGUST CITY COMPARISON
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301 S Oak St suite 200
Roanoke, TX 76262

(682) 831-1177Wherethe

Locals
go!

218 E Louisiana St. #300, McKinney
(972) 388-7665
bayoujackscajungrill.com

15% offTOTAL CHECKExpires on 11/6/19.Only one coupon per table.Must Present Coupon

E LOUISIANA ST

E VIRGINIA ST

CH
ESTN

U
T ST

5

Serving gumbo, crawfi sh, oysters, catfi sh, and pretty much 
any other seafood you can think of, we’re a go-to spot 
for locals when it comes to getting their Cajun fi x. Our 
bar’s lined up with plenty of beer, wine, and cocktails 
to pair with your meal. So, grab your family and 
friends,  pull up a chair, and get a taste of the 
authentic Cajun cooking that’s been missing 
from your life.

New orleans is not
that far away!

N

DEALS THIS MONTH

BEAUTY & FITNESS
Balayage Bar & Boutique ........................... 40

European Wax Center ................................ 40

Water Champs Swim School ...................... 43

DINING
11/17 ........................................................ 41

Chicken Express ........................................ 40

Honeylu’s .................................................. 42

Hydeout Cafe ............................................ 43

Koji Sushi ................................................... 41

Rockfi sh Seafood Grill ................................ 42

San Miguel Grill ......................................... 43

Smithart’s Craft Food & Cheers .................. 43

EDUCATION
The Tutoring Center ................................... 41

RETAIL
Cookies in Bloom ....................................... 40

Pacifi c Tradewinds Coffee Co. .................... 42

Your CBD Store .......................................... 41

PET HEALTH/SUPPLIES
Wild Birds Unlimited .................................. 42

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Thomason Tire ........................................... 40



409 S. McDonald St., McKinney  
Phone: 972-547-1777

1930 N. Lake Forest Dr. , McKinney  
Phone: 972-562-1777

W. Virginia St.

W. Louisiana St.

S.McDonald
St.

Bevoe St.

W. University Dr.

Lake Forest Dr.

DINE-IN, DRIVE-THRU AND CATERING

Our chicken is 
always fresh and
you can taste th e 

difference.

with every family meal.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 11-10-19.

FREE FAMILY 
MASHED POTATOES

Open 7 Days 10:30am-10:00pm

TWO LOCATIONS!

•TEACHER APPRECIATION•HALLOWEEN•MOTHERʼS DAY•FATHERʼS DAY•CHRISTMAS•HANNUKKAH •EASTER •CONGRATULATIONS•WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY•NEW

BABY•THINKINGOFYOU•GETWELL•BABYSHOWER•BRIDALSHOWER•VALENTINEʼSDAY•ST.PATRICKʼS•NEWYEAR•SP
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972-569-8383
www.CookiesInBloom.com

Cookies In Bloom - McKinney
2001 Central Circle #107, McKinney, TX

Local delivery available!

COOKIEARRANGEMENTS

HO
LID

AY
ARR

ANG
EMENTS

PERSONALIZED 
GLITTER 
ORNAMENTS

ITʼS PUMPKIN TIME!

BALAYAGE BAR & BOUTIQUE

Salon in downtown
Mckinney specializing in 

• precision cut
• balayage 
• Handtied Extensions
• Brazilian Blowouts

www.balayagebarandboutique.com | 214-544-3296

Find your style
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E

 ST.

HUNT ST.

216 N Kentucky St. McKinney, TX

20% off any new service
Must present off er. New clients only. Expires 11/10/19

European Wax Center - Towne Crossing
Between Wingstop & Einstein Bagels • 7645 S. Custer Rd. Suite 410 
214-491-5150 • www.waxcenter.com/tx-mckinney-towne-crossing

 europeanwax 

Locally owned and operated

Twice as nice, half the price!

Buy 1 service get 1 HALF OFF
All Guests. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 10/31/19

Meet Keely
“Keely was my wax specialist 
and she is so amazing! Super 
sweet, gentle and always 
made sure I was comfort-
able which is a huge thing 
for me. She also educated 
me on several products that 
EWC offered which is super 
helpful for wax after care!”

Meet Dee
“I must say, I am so glad.my first experience was with her! 
She has a great technique and is extremely knowledge-
able about all things skin! Two months ago I walked in for 
my first wax and I am now a regular! I schedule my next 
appointment before I leave!”

WWW.THOMASONTIRE.NET

A FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED BUSINESS

TIRE 
SALES

OIL 
CHANGES BATTERIES

TIRE 
PRESSURE

211 N. MCDONALD STREET
972-542-3471 OR METRO 972-562-6525 

(County Wide Road Service)

T IRE INC.

Celebrating 65 Years in the Tire Business!

when you bring in this ad!

5% OFF 
TIRES

FALL IN LOVE WITH OUR 
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com40



Lunch Special

2 rolls for $10
(5 pieces each roll from the Lunch Special Menu)

Dinner Special

10 pieces for $10
(From the Dinner Special Menu)

Mon-Thur 11:00am - 9:00pm
Fri-Sat 11:00am - 10:00pm
Sun 11:30am - 8:30pm

972-542-5445
101 N. McDonald St. #105B
McKinney, TX 75069

www.kojisushimckinney.com

LOUISIANA ST.

VIRGINIA ST.

MC
DO

NA
LD

 S
T.

 Lunch Special 
Monday - Friday 11am - 4pm

Coupon not needed

Coupon not needed

Come see why our 
award winning products 

are the best

Did you know?

5005 McKinney Ranch Pkwy  | Suite #250

Our CBD is harvested from the Hemp plant. 
Our products are broad spectrum with 0% THC.

$20 
OFF

ANY PURCHASE
minimum purchase of $100 or more. Cannot be 
combined with other off ers. Expires 11/15/19.

214-548-5353
cbdrx4u.com/find-us/texas/mckinney

McKinney

Unique system of 
one-to-one instruction

“Rotational approach to learning” rapidly 
increases academic skills and improves 
focus and concentration.

Aff ordable tuition 
No contracts and flexible scheduling! 

Free Diagnostic 
Assessment

We develop a personalized program that 
is fun, positive and caring. We are so 
confident you will use us, we don’t charge 
you for this valuable assessment. 

builds confi dence
Watch your child’s grades and self esteem 
soar.

BEST OF 2018 
TUTORING 

SERVICES 2ND 

CONSECUTIVE 
YEAR

214.856.5555
Mckinney.TutoringCenter.com

6405 W. Eldorado Pkwy, Ste #600
McKinney, TX 75070 

FALL 
SAVINGS!

At THE TUTORING CENTER we specialize in helping children 
master academic skills, get better grades, and gain the confidence, 

motivation, and concentration necessary to succeed.

Please mention this offer.

FREE
WEEKS OF TUITION

2

Must present coupon. Dine-In Only.
Expires 11/10/19. 

F A M I L Y  O W N E D  R E S T A U R A N T  
S E R V I N G  L U N C H  &  D I N N E R

1910 N. Stonebridge Drive, Suite 180 
 McKinney, Texas 75071

972.363.0031

H A P P Y  H O U R  S P E C I A L S
M - F   3 - 7 P M

eleven17mck

eleven17.net

 
eleven17mck

$5 OFF $25

w. university dr.

n. stonebridge dr.

380

CHECK OUT 
OUR PATIO

Call for Reservations
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WE ARE WHERE Hul� MEETSWE ARE WHERE Hul� MEETS

3103 N McDonald St.  |  214-77T-KONA 
Open 8 am - 6 pm Monday through 
Saturday  |  Closed Sundays

COFFEEWilmeth Rd.

N
. M

cD
on

al
d  

S
t .

Golf
Course

75

Whether you like Hot or Iced coff ees, enjoy 
our specialized Kona and Kona blend coff ees 
on our new patio!  Visit today to see why 
We are Where Hula Meets HOWDY!

Fr ee Ro�sti�� Tours
at 11 am on Saturdays!

G
rand Ranch Pkw

y.

G
rand Ranch Pkw

y.

Colin McKinney Pkwy.

Colin McKinney Pkwy.

N

Attached to Craig 
Ranch Fitness
OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC!

Honeylu’s aims to enrich the lives of people and animals 
through our commitment to quality products, exceptional 

customer service, and community involvement. 

7910 Collin McKinney Pkwy, McKinney, TX 75070 | 214-383-1080 | honeylus.com

BUY ONE FOOD 
ITEM GET ONE

FREE
(Equal or lesser value)

Exp. 11/10/19

BUY ONE DRINK
GET ONE

FREE
(Equal or lesser value)

Exp. 11/10/19

Have we met?
Dog Friendly Patio & MenuCATERING AVAILABLE

Coffeehouse and Café
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MedicalCenter Dr.

751751 Eldorado Pkwy Suite 
310, McKinney, TX 75069
Open Daily until 2am

Opening Soon 2019

@SmithartsCraft@SmithartsCraft@SmithartsCraft@SmithartsCraft@SmithartsCraft

NOW ENROLLING
SWIM CLASSES FOR 
BABIES, KIDS & ADULTS

SH 1
21

IN
D
EP
EN
D
EN
C
E
PK
W
Y.

14300 TX-121 
Suite 160

Frisco, TX 75035

469-640-1855

New customers only. Cannot be combined with 
other offers. Offer expires 11/15/19.

YOUR FIRST
MONTH!

$10
OFF

www.waterchamps.com

Exclusions Apply. Cannot be combined with other offers. 

Pre-pay for November, December & 
January and get 4 FREE 

swim lessons

506 W. University Dr. | (972) 548-2345 | sanmiguelgrillmex.com
Mon-Thu: 11:00 - 9:00 | Fri-Sat: 11:00 - 10:00 | Sunday: Closed

380 C
ol

le
ge

 S
t.

Mexican Restaurant

Expires 11/15/19

Monday & Wednesday

LIKE US ON SOCIAL:

HYDEOUT

CAFE

1751 W. ELDORADO PKWY., MCKINNEY TX 
214-842-8888 | HOURS:  7 A.M. - 3 P.M. DAILY

MEDICAL 
CENTER DR.

W. ELDORADO 
PKWY.

BR
EA

KFA
ST & LUNCH OPTIONS!

20% OFF
ENTIRE MEAL
MUST PRESENT COUPON 

TO REDEEM OFFER
OFFER EXPIRES 11/10/19

Hydeout Cafe

HOMEMADE 
SOUPS MADE DAILY! NOW AVAILABLE:

UBER EATS & DOORDASH!
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