
CENTRAL AUSTIN 
EDITION
VOLUME 11, ISSUE 12  | OCT. 29-NOV. 25, 2019

IMPACTS
Now Open, Coming Soon & more7

TO-DO LIST
Fall events in Central Austin12

BUSINESS FEATURE
Sky Candy31

DINING FEATURE
El Mercado33

Rise in citizen-initiated laws spurs debate over democratic process
P

H
O

TO
S 

B
Y

 E
M

M
A

 F
R

E
E

R
/C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 IM

PA
C

T 
N

E
W

SP
A

P
E

R

Some praise them as an essential utility while others say they show democracy’s vulnerabilities

CONTINUED ON 36

CONTINUED ON 28

This November, although there 
are no candidate races on the bal-
lot, Austin voters will see a pair of 
questions that, for months, have 
riled up city o�  cials, citizen groups 
and a wide range of stakeholders. 

The questions were not brought 
to voters by the city government. 
Rather, they were brought by the 
roughly 3% of Austinites who wrote, 
canvassed for and signed a pair of 
petitions through a civic process 
known as citizen initiative—a process 

which some defend as democracy 
in its purest form, while others cry 
foul, saying it damages the demo-
cratic process. Austin’s Proposition 
A asks voters if they want the right to 
vote before the city sells or leases any 

BY CHRISTOPHER NEELY 

NEW VOTING MACHINES
A guide to the technology

BALLOT LANGUAGE 
Explaining the local questions

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
What the propositions mean

24
25
27

The 2019 local ballot will feature two propositions brought by citizen-initiated petitions—a civic tool for voters to pass laws without City 

Council consent. Since 2016 there have been fi ve such propositions on the ballot. The city saw only eight during the preceding 24 years.

A  G R O U N D S W E L L  O F 

REJECTEDREJECTEDREJECTED

? ?

2016: Uber/Lyft

2019: stadium deals 2019: convention center

2017: anti-CodeNEXT 2017: efficiency audit

Citizen Petitions

A new state law that took e� ect in June 
intended to help Texas farmers produce 
industrial hemp has taken local law-enforce-
ment agencies by surprise, o�  cials said. 

Hemp is grown from a strain of the cannabis 
plant and contains less than 1% of the psycho-
active element tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC. 
It is used to make fabrics, body care products, 
food and plastics. Marijuana contains between 
3% and 15% THC, according to research 

New Texas law legalizing hemp 
causes local enforcement haze A new law has prompted some prosecutors to dismiss marijuana cases 

unless certain tests are provided. In response, local law-enforcement 
agencies have developed inconsistent enforcement policies.

citations
arrests

seizures*?
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Travis County Sheriff’s Offi ce Austin Police DepartmentTravis County Sheriff’s Offi ce Austin Police Department

BY EMMA FREER

*LEADERSHIP DIRECTED OFFICERS TO CONTACT VICE 
UNIT IN CASES WITH SUSPECTED FELONY AMOUNTS 

TWO POLICIESONE LAW
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Now open.
Three new TxTag customer 

service locations.

With three new customer service locations in Central Texas, we’re offering drivers
more options for getting a TxTag, paying bills, or managing their TxTag accounts.

They’re great places to get a TxTag and start saving 25% on tolls.
Plus, your TxTag sticker is free when you sign up for AutoPay.

Main TxTag Customer Service Center: 12719 Burnet Road, Austin, TX 78727
TxTag.org - 1-888-468-9824

Pflugerville DPS Driver License Mega Center
216 E. Wells Branch Parkway

Georgetown DPS Driver License Office
1070 Westinghouse Road

New Braunfels DPS Driver License Office
119 Conrads Lane
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Casis Shopping Center
2727 Exposition Blvd. #105
Austin, TX 78703

www.TarrytownPharmacy.com
512-770-9478

WESTOVER RD.

EX
POSIT

IO
N

BL
VD

.

MoPacHILLVIEW RD.

Casis 
Elementary 
School

OPEN WEEKENDS

Serving the community for over 78 years
Transfer your prescription to 
Tarrytown Pharmacy today!
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Going green seems to be taking on a 
whole new meaning in Austin with law 
enforcement con� icted on how to respond 
to marijuana possession in the wake of 
a new state law. In one of this month’s 
front-page stories, Reporter Emma Freer 
explains how passing a law about hemp 
over the summer may have, according to 
some, inadvertently decriminalized mari-
juana in some areas of the state, including 
Travis County. 

Inside (see Page 36), you can see how 
the Austin Police Department’s enforce-
ment of marijuana laws di� ers drastically 
from the Travis County Sheri� ’s O�  ce’s. 
And, why when it comes to suspected 

possession of the drug, blue lights in the 
rearview mirror might mean handcu� s for 
some and not even a citation for others in 
the same situation. 

If you have lived in Austin during any 
of our state government’s legislative 
sessions, chances are you are familiar 
with the delicate balance of state versus 
local control. Writing about the o� en-un-
intended consequences of this juggling 
act in our capital city is nothing new at
Community Impact Newspaper, and we 
encourage you to share your feedback 
and story ideas. You can always email us 
at ctanews@communityimpact.com. We 
value your readership.

New state marijuana law creates confusion

Back in August, a group opposing the expansion 
of the Austin Convention Center sued the city and 
won, forcing Austin to rewrite its ballot language for 
Proposition B. As part of the ruling, a judge ordered 
the city to strike language referring to an election 
“for which the city must pay.” 

The deletion of that phrase made me realize I did 
not know who pays for local elections, and I’m sure 
some of our readers do not either, so I called Ronald 
Morgan, Travis County’s chief deputy county clerk. 

Morgan said this year’s election is estimated to 
cost about $1.6 million. The county budgets for that 
full cost, but it will not end up paying the entire bill. 

That is because, Morgan said, local governments 
will pay back Travis County a portion of those costs, 
with the amount repaid based on the number of 
registered voters within those jurisdictions. Each 
election has di� erent rules—political parties foot the 
election day bill for May primaries—but this fall it 
will be Travis County picking up the tab, with local 
cities and school districts paying some back.

How is this year’s local election paid for?

Correction: 

Volume 11, Issue 11

An article titled “After 14 years 
of rapid growth, city says 
Rainey needs a plan” misstated 
the name of a Towers of Town 
Lake resident on page 40. 
The resident’s name is Bonnie 
Cahill, not Bonnie Clifton.
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Renderings, maps, plans, elevations, photography and the like are artist illustrations only, may not accurately represent the actual condition of the featured 
element. Grove Commercial Plans are subject to change at any time without notice, based on a variety of different factors including market conditions. 

© MileStone Community Builders, LLC. All rights reserved.
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The Grove Store
1818 W. 35th Street

Get more information about The Grove.
Stop by the Grove Store at 1818 W. 35th St.

or visit TheGroveATX.com.

SCHEDULE HOME WALKTHROUGH TOURS

Centrally rooted at 45th Street and MOPAC, The Grove is combining upscale homes 
with walkable shopping, creative workspaces, gourmet restaurants, and 20+ acres 

premier parks and green streets.
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Starting annual mammograms 
at age 40 saves lives.
One in eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer 
and one in six occurs in women ages 40-49. 

Visit ThanksMamm.com
to schedule your appointment. 

You’ll be glad you did.  
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IMPACTS

ANNIVERSARIES

  9  Shirley McPhail School of Dance 
Studio commemorated its 50th anniver-
sary with a recital June 6. The business is 
now run by third-generation owner Edwina 
McPhail Worley. Its original location, now 
operating under a different name, opened 
in 1969 on Research Boulevard; its remain-
ing location, at 8018 Mesa Drive, Austin, 
opened in 1974. 512-345-1284.
www.smsdance.com

 10 Central Market celebrated its 25th an-
niversary Sept. 26 with a festival, featuring 
a number of chefs who prepared dishes 
throughout the store. The original Central 
Market opened Jan. 22, 1994, at 4001 N. 
Lamar Blvd., Austin. 512-206-1000.
www.centralmarket.com

CLOSINGS

 11 Noble Sandwich Co. closed at 4805 
Burnet Road, Austin, on Sept. 28. Co-owners 
and chefs John Bates and Brandon Martinez 
launched the business from a food truck in 
2010 before opening two brick-and-mortar 
locations in 2014. The fi rst location, on RM 
620, closed in 2018. The business will con-
tinue as a food truck and catering company. 
512-666-5124. www.noblesandwiches.com

NORTH CENTRAL AUSTIN

NOW OPEN

  1  Capital CBD American Shaman opened 
Sept. 19 at 8315 Burnet Road, Ste. C, Austin. 
Franchise owners Steve Leach and Michael 
Sterling opened the third Austin location of 
the Kansas City-based company, which sells 
organic CBD oils and creams. 512-796-8190. 
www.cbdamericanshaman.com

  2  All Saints Tattoo held a grand opening 
Aug. 31 for its location at 8303 Burnet 
Road, Ste. 2, Austin. The tattoo parlor has 
another location downtown. 512-573-8786.
www.allsaintstattoo.com

  3   Veteran Johnny Arispe and his wife, 
Heather, opened Massage Vida on 
Aug. 27. The studio, located at 2525 W. 
Anderson Lane, Ste. 350, Austin, offers a 
variety of types of massages, including lomi 
lomi—a type of gentle relaxation Hawaiian 

massage. The studio also offers ashiatsu, in 
which therapists use their feet.
737-205-5899. www.massage-vida.com

COMING SOON

  4  Balanced Health Austin will open Nov. 
5 at 7301 Burnet Road, Ste. 21, Austin. 
Owner Kayla Breaux said the health and 
wellness business will offer Cryoskin, a 
noninvasive cold therapy that kills fat cells 
and tightens skin. 512-337-2808.
www.balancedhealthaustin.com

  5  Donuts Please, a gourmet donut shop, 
will open in spring 2020 at 1601 W. 38th 
St., Ste. 9, Austin. The business is owned by 
husband-and-wife team Angel and Arianna 
Salinas, who have experience in the luxury 
hospitality industry. www.facebook.com/
donutsplease

EXPANSIONS

  6  DipDipDip Ice Cream, a new kiosk 
at the recently opened shabu-shabu 
restaurant DipDipDip Tatsu-Ya, opened 
Sept. 14. Located at 7301 Burnet Road 
Austin, the kiosk offers ice cream made 
in-house with ingredients from local farm 
Hill Country Dairies as well as waffl e cones 
made from mochi fl our.
www.dipdipdip-icecream.com 

RELOCATIONS

  7   Financial advisory group Lucien, 
Stirling and Gray will relocate Oct. 31 from 
its former location at 4005 Guadalupe St., 
Austin. According to a media release, the 
fi rm will move to a temporary spot at 7800 
N. Mopac Expressway, Ste. 340, before 
eventually moving to its permanent offi ce 
Dec. 31, located in the same offi ce park on 
MoPac in Ste. 340. 512-458-2517. 
www.lssgroup.com

  8  Rae Cosmetics relocated in September 
to 1206 W. 38th St., Ste. 3102, Austin, from 
its previous location at 237 W. Second St. 
Founded by Rochelle Rae, the cosmetics 
company was originally located in the 26 
Doors Shopping Center on 38th Street 
from 2007- 2014, before moving downtown 
for fi ve years. 512-320-8732. 
www.raecosmetics.com

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding BY JACK FLAGLER 
AND EMMA FREER

News or questions about Central Austin? 
Email us at ctanews@communityimpact.com.North Central Austin
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JUVENILE DEFENSE

PERSONALIZED SERVICE

DEDICATED REPRESENTATION

404 W. 13th Street, Austin | 512.200.3801

• Juris Doctor, University of 
Texas School of Law

• Admitted to U.S. Supreme 
Court, Texas Supreme Court

• Former Travis County 
Assistant District Attorney

RICKCOFERLAW.COM
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IMPACTS

sales and said he may add mobile bike repair 
services in the future. 512-472-9253.

 11 Shear Madness, located at 1204 W. 
Sixth St., Austin, closed Sept. 30. Owner 
Beth Fromme opened the salon in 1974, 
originally operating at 1202 San Antonio 
St., Austin, before moving to its current 
location. Fromme’s daughter, Heather 
Kafka, said rising rents in the area led to the 
decision to close. 512-477-7924

 12 Sophia’s, an Italian restaurant located at 
500 W. Sixth St., Austin, closed in Septem-
ber. According to a press release, a new 
concept will open in the same spot in late 
fall, managed by the same owner BDG Hos-
pitality, along with Nova Hospitality, which is 
set to open TenTen—a Japanese restaurant—
and Mayfair—a nightclub and private events 
venue—nearby. www.sophiasaustin.com

 13 After seven years in business, El Naranjo 
will close its location at 85 Rainey St., Austin, 
on Nov. 17. The restaurant’s second location, 
on South Lamar Boulevard, opened on Sept. 
17. Husband-and-wife team Iliana de la Vega 
and Ernesto Torrealba called the decision to 
close a “diffi cult” one, but said it was nec-
essary for them “to continue doing what we 
love,” in a news release. 512-474-2776.
www.elnaranjorestaurant.com

DOWNTOWN/WEST CAMPUS

NOW OPEN

  1  Sushi Junai Omakase opened in early 
October at 315 Congress Ave., Ste.100, 
Austin, in the historic Swift building. The 
space was previously occupied by restau-
rant Counter 3.Five.VII. 512-401-3822

COMING SOON

  2  The Kendra Scott Women’s Entrepre-
neurial Leadership Institute will open at 
The University of Texas at Austin College of 

Fine Arts at 2301 Trinity St., Austin,  in the 
spring. It will offer a women’s leadership 
summit, a workshop and speaker series 
and mentorship opportunities along with 
academic courses in partnership with UT 
colleges. Kendra Scott founded her compa-
ny in 2002 and oversees over 100 stand-
alone stores. www.ksinstitute.utexas.edu

  3  Quarters will open its fi rst co-living 
space in Austin in 2021 at 1108 Nueces 
St. The company currently operates six 
co-living locations in Europe and the U.S. 
Its spaces feature apartments with shared 
communal areas. 877-515-3202.
www.quarters.com

  4  Qi Austin, a modern Asian kitchen, will 
open Jan. 25 at 835 W. Sixth St., Ste. 114, Aus-
tin. Chef Ling Qi Wu opened dim sum restau-
rant Lin Asian Bar in May 2018 and worked 
previously for La Traviata Italian Restaurant 
and Wu Chow. www.qiaustin.com

  5   Dallas-based Velvet Taco will open early 
next year at 522 Congress Ave., Ste, 100, 
Austin. The restaurant, which also has a loca-
tion at the Domain, offers unorthodox taco 
options, such as tikka chicken and raw tuna. 
www.velvettaco.com

  6  The Coconut Club, a new rooftop bar 
and dance club from former Cheer Up 
Charlies employees Cole Evans and Brian 
Almaraz, will open this December at 301 
Colorado St., Ste. B, Austin, in the space 
previously occupied by Moonfi re Lounge.
512-900-6577.www.instagram.com/
coconutclub.austin

IN THE NEWS

  7  Stubb’s Bar-B-Q, a restaurant and music 
venue at 801 Red River St., Austin, will retain 
its name despite a 2017 lawsuit settlement 
that required the local chain to rebrand its 
other locations. The decision was announced 
Oct. 1 at an event to commemorate C.B. 
“Stubb” Stubblefi eld’s induction into the 
American Royal Barbecue Hall of Fame.
512-480-8341. www.stubbsaustin.com

ANNIVERSARIES

  8  Mean Eyed Cat celebrated its 15th 
anniversary on Sept. 27. The bar is located at 
1621 W. Fifth St, Austin. The building former-
ly housed the Cut-Rite chainsaw shop, and 
the decor of the bar features chainsaws and 
blades to mark that history. 512-920-6645. 
www.themeaneyedcat.com

CLOSINGS

  9  Salvation Pizza announced the closure 
of its 624 W. 34th St., Austin, location July 
26, after previously closing for maintenance 
and repairs in June. The New Haven-style 
pizzeria opened 13 years ago; its Rainey 
Street and Domain locations remain open. 
512-499-0105. www.salvationpizza.com

 10 Waterloo Cycles closed at 2815 Fruth 
St., Austin, on Aug. 31. Owner Michael Zakes 
said he will focus more heavily on online 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 
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Open to the Public, 7 Days a Week   |  500 W Ben White Blvd, Austin, TX 78704    |   @ atxrestore  | austinhabitat.org

Custom offerings 
for unique needs!

Shop the ReStore’s custom flooring and 
cabinet departments to create a space 

that works for you and your family.
Photo Credit:
Cate Black Photography
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SOUTH CENTRAL AUSTIN

NOW OPEN

  1  Salt Traders Coastal Cooking opened 
its second location at 1101 S. MoPac, Austin, 
in the Barton Oaks Plaza in late September. 
Chef and owner Jack Gilmore opened the 
fi rst location in Round Rock in 2016; he also 
owns the Jack Allen’s Kitchen restaurants. 
737-484-0095. www.salttraderscc.com

  2  Maufrais, a lifestyle store that sells cus-
tom-made hats, opened Sept. 14 at 1512 
S. Congress Ave., Austin, in the space pre-
viously occupied by Uncommon Objects. 
It was previously a pop-up. 512-945-9905. 
www.maufrais.shop

  3  Brooklyn Pizzeria and Bar opened 
Sept. 7 at 2026 S. Lamar Blvd., Austin, in 
the space previously occupied by Henri’s 
Cheese & Wine Shop. The restaurant is a 
project of the Texas-based Brooklyn Pie 
Co., which has three locations in Austin. 
512-358-4663.
www.brooklynpie.com

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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  4  The Meteor—a bike shop and cafe from 
Doug Zell, co-founder of Intelligentsia 
Coffee, and his business partner Chris St. 
Peters—opened Oct. 4 at 2110 S. Congress 
Ave., Austin. Avid cyclists Zell and St. Peters 
opened the fi rst Meteor location in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, in 2017. 512-351-9541. 
www.espressochampagnechainlube.com

COMING SOON

  5  Sweetgreen, a fast-casual chain serving 
salads and grain bowls, will open a location 
at 1007 S. Congress Ave., Austin, in early 
2020. Founded in 2007 in Washington, 
D.C., the company focuses on seasonal and 
healthy meals. www.sweetgreen.com

  6  Department store Neighborhood 
Goods will open in 2020 at 1009 and 1011 
S. Congress Ave., Austin. The company 
opened its fi rst store in Plano in 2018 and 
stocks brands such as Draper James, Dollar 
Shave Club and Fossil.
www.neighborhoodgoods.com

  7  Rastegar Property purchased a 1.77-
acre property at 2209 S. First St., Austin, 

and will develop it as a mixed-use project. 
The company did not announce a construc-
tion timeline. The property, once known as 
“Slackerville,” used to be a shopping center. 
512-729-7777. www.rastegarproperty.com 

RELOCATIONS

  8  Uncle Billy’s Brewery and Smoke-
house, located at 1530 Barton Springs 
Road, Austin, announced its closure on 
Oct. 21. The restaurant and brewery will 
relocate to Dripping Springs “in the coming 
weeks” according to a company social 
media post. 512-476-0100.
www.unclebillys.com

CLOSINGS

  9  Juice Society owner Danielle Sobel an-
nounced the closing of its location at 1100 
S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 1116, Austin, in an Oct. 

1 Instagram post. Sobel said she will focus 
on retail partnerships and pop-ups.
512-596-2947. www.juice-society.com

  10   Torchy’s Tacos closed its fi rst brick-
and-mortar restaurant at 2809 S. First St., 
Austin, on Oct. 22 to focus on its more acces-
sible locations in town. The original trailer on 
South First Street closed in 2018. Torchy’s 
has four remaining South Austin locations. 
According to a media release, all employees 
have been offered jobs at other Austin-area 
Torchy’s locations. www.torchystacos.com

  11  Red’s Porch closed Oct. 10 due to fail-
ing to pay rent according to a notice posted 
by the landlord, McLaren-Hill Commercial, 
on the restaurant’s door at 3508 S. Lamar 
Blvd., Austin. The local business—which 
bills itself as half Tex-Mex, half Cajun and 
half Southern—closed its Quarry Lake 
location in Northwest Austin this summer. 
512-440-7337. 
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FEATURED IMPACT—COMING SOON

Music Lane, the forthcoming $55 million, 1.5-acre mixed-use development at 1009 and 
1011 S. Congress Ave., Austin, announced its fi rst 10 tenants Sept. 25. Dining options in-
clude juice bar and nutritional health store SunLife Organics, local gelato shop and cocktail 
bar Gelateria Gemelli, and Chicago-based Mediterranean restaurant Aba. Retail tenants 
include local fi ne jewelry designer Nak Armstrong; Houston-based menswear store. Man-
ready Mercantile; bedroom goods store Tuft & Needle; women’s sustainable fashion brand 
Reformation; New York-based perfumery Le Labo; and retailer Buck Mason. Additionally, 
the global architecture and design fi rm Gensler will open an offi ce. Music Lane is sched-
uled to be completed in spring 2020. 512-682-5500. www.endeavor-re.com
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At Texas Oncology, our patients are as remarkable as 

our care. They’re part of a cancer-fighting community 

the size of Texas, with 460+ physicians, 210+ locations 

statewide and thousands of patients on clinical trials. In 

fact, more than 50,000 Texans choose us every year — 

including amazing patients like Charlet. She came in for 

treatment and ran her way to victory over breast cancer. 

See her story at TexasOncology.com/Charlet.

1-888-864-4226  •  www.TexasOncology.com

FIGHT BREAST CANCER

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  GEORGETOWN
HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS

50,000 new cancer 
patients every year.
1 new marathoner.

Find out what homes are selling for 
in your neighborhood: 
realtyaustin.com/market-analysis

realtyaustin.com  |  512-241-1300

Barton Hills
3004  Rae Dell Ave
4 BD 3 BA 3,015 SQ FT
LAUREN PRYOR 
512-965-4628

Fairview Park
1601  Brackenridge St
3 BD 1.5 BA 1,454 SQ FT
JOSH LASSERRE 
512-627-7023

Algarita Ave Condo
1116  Algarita Ave  #A
3 BD 2.5 BA 2,032 SQ FT
HACHTEL TEAM 
512-699-0786

Seaholm Residences
222  West Ave  #1003
1 BD 1 BA 685 SQ FT
KATIE JACKSON 
512-627-1625

Towers Town Lake Condo
40 N Interstate 35   #11D3
2 BD 2 BA 1,533 SQ FT
DON POWERS 
512-789-3682

Barton Place Condos
1600  Barton Springs Rd  #5407
2 BD 2 BA 994 SQ FT
JEN BERBAS 
512-762-1470

Huntland Heights
6804  Esther Dr
4 BD 2 BA 1,204 SQ FT
KATHLEEN WAINWRIGHT 
512-484-1324

Hyde Park
5105  Avenue H   #A
2 BD 1 BA 1,014 SQ FT
MICHELLE KOPP 
512-657-3305

Lincoln Gardens 
1308  Delano St
2 BD 1 BA 864 SQ FT
ELENA ROYAL HOWARD 
512-925-2456

Fort View Hills
4911  Single Shot Cir
3 BD 1.5 BA 1,020 SQ FT
SUSAN DEGRAFFENRIED 
512-699-7577

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10



Please mention this ad when calling to schedule appointment.   austinmanualtherapy.com

No pills. No injections. Just relief.
Sports Medicine  |  Manual Therapy  |  Post Surgical Rehab You can now access a 

Physical Therapist 
without having to fi rst 

see a physician!

3508 Far West 
Blvd, Ste. 240
512-832-9411

210 Barton 
Springs, Ste. 150
512-829-3939

9001 Brodie 
Lane, Ste. C8
512-712-4192

Central Austin edition • October 2019 11

IMPACTS

Shannon Sedwick and Michael Shelton, 
owners of local spots Esther’s Follies and the 
Tavern. It is located at 3101 N. I-35, Austin. 
512-478-7107. www.starseedscafe.com

ANNIVERSARIES 

  9  The Brixton, a dog-friendly bar at 1412 
E. Sixth St., Austin, will celebrate its 10th 
anniversary Nov. 13. Owners Tim and Sara 
Lupa recently expanded their reach with 
the opening of Velouria on South Congress 
Avenue; they also own Drinks Lounge on 
East Cesar Chavez Street. 512-370-2749. 
www.thebrixtonaustin.com 

  10  Mighty Citizen, a marketing agency 
that offers branding, marketing and digital 
communications services, celebrated its 
20th anniversary in August. It is located at 
2400 Webberville Road, Bldg. B, Austin. 
512-459-7000. www.mightycitizen.com

 11 Blink Beauty, at 1601 E. Fifth St., Ste. 
105, Austin, celebrated its 10th anniversary 
Oct. 2. Local owner Gloria Fuentes founded 
the business in 2009 to focus on her favorite 
beauty treatment: lash extensions. Today, 
the shop offers lash work, microblading, 
waxing and facials, among other services. 
512-474-7676.www.blinkbeautyatx.com

CLOSINGS

 12 Rio Rita, a daytime coffee shop and 
nighttime lounge at 1203 Chicon St., Austin, 
temporarily closed late this summer, accord-
ing to a sign posted on the door and to Yelp. 
The local business moved to Chicon in 2016 
from East Sixth Street. 512-524-0384.
www.facebook.com/rioritaaustin

EAST AUSTIN

NOW OPEN

  1  Terrace at Oak Springs, a facility that will 
provide permanent supportive housing to 50 
people who were homeless in Travis County, 
opened on Sept. 23 at 3000 Oak Springs 
Drive, Austin. The 40,000-square-foot hous-
ing community is operated by Integral Care, 
which provides mental health services to 

county residents, and it will include a health 
care clinic offering mental health care and 
support for substance use disorders.
512-472-4357. www.integralcare.org

  2  Nixta Taqueria, a taco restaurant 
focusing on corn tortillas, opened Oct. 
5 at 2512 E. 12th St., Austin. The name is 
derived from nixtamal, the name for corn 
that has been processed and made ready 
to be turned into masa, hominy and more. 
Chef Edgar Ulysses Rico and co-founder 
Sara Mardanbigi previously worked at the 

Peached Tortilla’s event space Peached 
Social House. www.nixtataqueria.com

  3  OMG Squee, a gluten-free, small-batch 
bakery from owner Sarah Lim, will open a 
brick-and-mortar location at 4607 Bolm 
Road, Austin. The local business special-
izes in super kawaii, or cute, baked goods, 
including macarons and jiggly cheese-
cake, which it sells at the Mueller Farmers 
Market. An opening date has not yet been 
announced. www.omgsquee.club

  4  1618 Asian Fusion—a new spot from 
former founders and owners of 888 Pan 
Asian Restaurant—opened in early October 
at 1618 E. Riverside Drive, Austin, in the 
AMLI South Shore building. 512-462-9999. 
www.1618asianfusion.com

COMING SOON

  5   Little Deli & Pizzeria, which serves deli 
sandwiches and New Jersey-style pizza, will 
open a second location at 1804 Briarcliff 
Blvd., Austin, in the space previously 
occupied by Cuban Sandwich Cafe. Little 
Deli fi rst opened in 1992 in the Crestview 
neighborhood; no date was provided for the 
opening.512-467-7402.
www.littledeliandpizza.com

  6   Restore Cryotherapy will open in 
December at 1911 Aldrich St., Austin, in the 
Mueller development. Launched in Austin, 
the business now has locations across the 
United States and offers services includ-
ing hyperbaric oxygen therapy, infrared 
saunas, allergy treatment and cryotherapy. 
512-440-7337. www.restore.com

  7   The Common Desk, a Dallas-based 
coworking business, opened its second 
Austin location at 5323 Levander Loop on 
Oct. 7. The 12,000-square-foot space takes 
over Work Well Win, another coworking 
location that had opened in 2018. The 
Common Desk also has a location in North 
Central Austin on Anderson Lane and plans 
to open another downtown on Congress 
Avenue at the beginning of 2020.
www.thecommondesk.com

NEW OWNERSHIP

  8   Star Seeds Cafe announced its new 
name—Stars Cafe—in a Sept. 13 Facebook 
post. The 24-hour diner was purchased by 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding  COMPILED BY JACK FLAGLER
AND EMMA FREER

News or questions about Central Austin? 
Email us at ctanews@communityimpact.com.
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SUPPORT ACC STUDENTS
ACC HIGHLAND CAMPUS

NOV.
2

Austin Community College hosts its second annual 
Boots and Bats Gala, which benefi ts the ACC 
Foundation student scholarship fund. More than 200 
silent auction items will be up for bids, including works 
from local artists, ACC students and faculty. Last year, 
the event helped fund 31 scholarships of $2,500 each. 
6 p.m. $150. 6101 Highland Campus Drive, Bldg. 4000, 
Austin. 512-223-4000. www.austincc.edu

TO-DO LIST

OCTOBER

31 SEE A FIREWORKS SHOW
Planet K and the Phogg Founda-

tion host their annual Halloween fi reworks 

show, where thousands of spectators gath-

er to celebrate the lives of loved ones who 

have died. 9:30 p.m. Free. Behind Krieg 

Field, 515 S. Pleasant Valley Road, Austin. 

www.planetktexasfi reworks.com 

NOVEMBER

02 GET TO KNOW YOUR HERBS
The Moonfl ower Herb Fest brings 

together herbalists and herb apprecia-

tors to share their experiences with plant 

medicine and healing. 8 a.m.-7 p.m. $125-

$239. Zilker Botanical Garden, 2220 Barton 

Springs Road, Austin.512-477-8672

 www.austintexas.gov

02 ATTEND A POWWOW
This year’s Austin Powwow and 

American Indian Heritage Festival includes 

traditional dance competitions and a Native 

market and food court. 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Free 

(children under 12), $7 (adults). Travis County 

Expo Center, 7311 Decker Lane, Austin. 512-

371-0628. www.austinpowwow.net

02 TAKE IN A MATINEE
Austin Public Library hosts its Sat-

urday movie matinee, with a screening of the 

2019 fi lm “Mary Poppins Returns,” starring 

Emily Blunt and Lin-Manuel Miranda. 2 p.m. 

Free. Windsor Park Branch Library, 5833 

Westminster Drive, Austin.512-974-9840.

www.library.austintexas.gov

02 THROUGH 8
SUPPORT JEWISH 

FILMS AND FILMMAKERS 
The 17th annual Austin Jewish Film Festival 

showcases Jewish fi lms from around the 

world. It is geared for audiences both within 

and outside the Jewish community. Show-

times vary. $12-$120. Long Center Rollins 

Theatre, 701 W. Riverside Drive, Austin, and 

Regal Arbor @ Great Hills, 9828 Great Hills 

Trail, Austin. https://austinjff.org

03 RUN FOR THE WATER
This annual race benefi ts the 

Gazelle Foundation, which provides 

lifetime access to clean drinking for people 

in Burundi. Last year, proceeds funded 

lifetime water provisions for 6,400 people. 

7 a.m. $10-$75. Races start on Cesar 

Chavez east of Lamar Boulevard, Austin. 

www.runforthewater.com

03 BREAK OUT YOUR VINYL
Local radio station KOOP 91.7 will 

take over the HOPE FM stage at the HOPE 

Farmers Market at Plaza Saltillo and play 

attendees’ records. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 

Plaza Saltillo, 412 Comal St., Austin. 

www.hopefarmersmarket.org

05 HEAD TO THE POLLS
This year’s local elections include 

referendums, including whether to fund an 

expansion of the Travis County Expo Center 

with hotel tax revenue and two that derived 

from citizen-backed petitions. 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Polling locations vary. 512-238-8683.

www.traviscountytx.gov

07 THROUGH 10
SQUEEZE IN ANOTHER MUSIC 

FESTIVAL DOWNTOWN
Levitation Fest, formerly known as Austin 

Psych Fest, returns for its 11th year, with 

headliners Angel Olsen, The Flaming Lips 

and Kurt Vile & the Violators. Showtimes, 

ticket prices and venues vary.

www.levitation-austin.com

09 MAKE YOUR BEST CHILI
The Dottie Jordan Recreation 

Center hosts its annual chili cookoff, with 

awards for taste, spice and the community 

favorite. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. $30.  Dottie Jordan 

Recreation Center, 2803 Loyola Lane, 

Austin. 512-978-2380.

www.austintexas.gov

11 GOLF FOR A CAUSE
Local nonprofi t Samaritan Center 

and the Southern Texas PGA will host the 

20th annual Samaritan Cup, in support of 

the Samaritan Center’s Hope for Heroes 

program, which provides counseling 

October-November
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TRY TEXAS’ BEST BARBECUE
THE LONG CENTER

NOV.
3

Texas Monthly hosts its ninth annual BBQ festival. Local 
businesses La Barbecue, Micklethwait Craft Meats and 
Stiles Switch—among others—made this year’s lineup, 
which also includes barbecue spots from around the 
state. Noon-4 p.m. $80 (general admission), $165 
(VIP). The Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. 
Riverside Drive, Austin. www.texasmonthly.com

HEAD TO THE TRACK
CIRCUIT OF THE AMERICAS

NOV.
1-3
The Formula 1 Grand Prix returns to Austin. The race takes 
place over 56 laps and includes performances by Imagine 
Dragons and P!nk. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
3-4:30 p.m. (Fri. practice); 1-2 p.m. (Sat. practice), 4-5 
p.m. (Sat. qualifying round); 1:10-4:10 p.m. (Sun. race). 
$65-$1,295. Circuit of The Americas, 9201 Circuit of The 
Americas Blvd., Austin. 512-301-6600.
www.circuitoftheamericas.com

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12



Thankful 
for our

community

to service members, veterans and their 

families. 10:30 a.m. $250. Omni Barton 

Creek Resort & Spa, 8212 Barton Club Drive, 

Austin. 512-451-7337, ext. 212.

www.samaritangolf.dojiggy.com

11 CELEBRATE VETERANS DAY
The Austin Veterans Day Parade 

Foundation hosts its annual event, featuring 

more than 100 fl oats and an average of 

20,000 attendees. 10 a.m. Free (donations 

encouraged). Texas Capitol, 1100 Congress 

Ave., Austin.

www.austinveteransparadefoundation.org

14 THROUGH 17
SEE A DRAG SHOW

The Austin International Drag Festival 

returns for its fi fth year. Headliners include 

“RuPaul’s Drag Race” contestants and 

local drag queens. Times vary. $19-$75. 

Locations vary. www.austindragfest.org

16 THROUGH 24
TOUR ARTISTS’ STUDIOS

The East Austin Studio Tour is an annual, 

self-guided tour that provides participants 

a chance to meet local artists and artisans 

in their studio spaces. Last year, more 

than 560 artists participated. Noon-6 p.m. 

Nov. 16-17 and Nov. 23-24. Free. Studio 

locations vary. 512-939-6665.

www.east.bigmedium.org

17 DRINK A BLOODY MARY
Drink a Bloody Mary

The Bloody Mary Festival lands in Austin, 

with a lineup of the city’s most creative 

Bloody Marys found at local restaurants 

and bars. Proceeds benefi t Boneshaker 

Project, a nonprofi t that encourages kids to 

live healthy lifestyles. Noon-3:30 p.m. $45-

$60. Fair Market, 1100 E. Fifth St., Austin.

www.thebloodymaryfest.com

21THROUGH 24
SHOP FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS

The Junior League of Austin hosts its 

44th annual holiday market. More than 

200 merchants from across the country 

participate. Thu. noon-8 p.m.,

10 a.m.-8 p.m. (Fri.), 10 a.m.-7p.m. (Sat.), 

10 a.m.-4 p.m. (Sun.). $15. Palmer Events 

Center, 900 Barton Springs Road, Austin. 

512-467-8982

www.achristmasaffair.org

23 VOLUNTEER AS A FAMILY
In celebration of Family Volunteer 

Day, Generation SERVE hosts its third 

annual Austin Families Give Back event, a 

free, citywide day of service to introduce 

children and families to volunteerism.

9 a.m.-2:45 p.m. Free. Millennium Youth 

Entertainment Complex, 1156 Hargrave St., 

Austin. www.generationserve.org

29 THROUGH 30
LISTEN TO JAZZ

This year’s Austin Area Jazz Festival 

features Grammy Award winner Kirk 

Whalum and headliner Sheila E.

8 p.m.-midnight (Fri.), 1-8 p.m. (Sat.). $45-

$125. Millennium Youth Entertainment 

Complex, 1156 Hargrave St., Austin; Emma 

S. Barrientos Mexican American Cultural 

Center, 600 River St., Austin. 512-541-6297.

www.austinareajazzfestival.com

30 GET IN THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT
The Chuy’s Children Giving 

to Children Parade returns for its 30th 

year. Santa’s helpers will collect new, 

unwrapped toys to benefi t the Austin Police 

Department’s Operation Blue Santa, which 

provides holiday gifts to local children 

in need. 11 a.m. Free. Congress Avenue 

between the Texas Capitol and Cesar 

Chavez Boulevard. www.chuysparade.com

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online 
to be considered for the print edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

October-November COMPILED BY JACK FLAGLER
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CHECK OUT THE CREEK SHOW
WATERLOO GREENWAY

NOV.
 7-17
Waterloo Greenway, formerly known as the Waller Creek 
Conservancy, hosts its sixth annual Creek Show, an 11-night 
display of illuminating art created by local artists, landscape 
architects and designers. Last year, more than 50,000 
attendees walked the creek.
6-10 p.m. Free. Waller Creek, between Ninth and 12th 
streets. 512-541-3520. www.waterloogreenway.org
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JOIN A TURKEY TROT
THE LONG CENTER

NOV.
28

ThunderCloud Subs hosts its 29th annual Thanksgiving race. 
Options include both a timed and untimed 5-mile race, a 1-mile 
walk or run and a 1K for kids. Proceeds benefi ts Caritas of Austin, 
a local nonprofi t that works to end homelessness in the Greater 
Austin area. Start times and registration fees vary. The Long 
Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive, Austin. 
www.thundercloud.com
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ATTEND WURSTFEST

NEW BRAUNFELS

 MEET FELLOW CELTS

PIONEER FARMS

NOV.
1-10

NOV.
2-3

Wurstfest, an annual celebration of 
German culture in Texas, returns with 
food, music, dancing, carnival rides and 
beer. 4-7 p.m. (Fri.), 5-10 p.m. (Mon.-
Wed.), 3-10 p.m. (Sun.). Free (children 
12 and under), $15 (adults). Wurstfest, 
120 Landa St., New Braunfels.
830-625-9167. www.wurstfest.com

The 23rd annual Austin Celtic Festival 
offers Celtic music, dance, animals 
and history as well as Highland games. 
Noon-7 p.m. (Sat.), noon-6 p.m. (Sun.). 
Free (children 5 and under), $7-$20 (day 
pass), $10-$35 (weekend pass). Pioneer 
Farms, 10621 Pioneer Farms Drive, 
Austin. www.austincelticfestival.com
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About Wastewater 
Averaging
Wastewater averaging is a 
great way to save money. 
Wastewater averaging is 
calculated during the winter 
months when most residential 
water goes directly into the 
sanitary sewer system versus 
being used for outdoor watering. 
This measurement determines 
the cap on the volume of 
wastewater you will be billed for 
each month for the next year. If 
there is outside watering during 
the wastewater averaging 
period, that water volume 
will also be included in the 
wastewater average. Avoid this 
by making sure your irrigation 
systems are turned off during 
these months.

austinwater.org

WASTEWATER 
AVERAGING 
 begins in NOVEMBER

STARTING Mid-November, ENDING Mid-March

You are in control of your 
wastewater costs for the next year

Lower Your Wastewater Costs
To help you conserve water in the winter months and 
lower your wastewater average, follow these basic 
water-saving tips:

 6 check your irrigation system for leaks and  
turn them off during the fall and winter months

 6 fix all leaky faucets and toilets

 6 sign up for the free Dropcountr app and  
get home water use reports

 6 run your dishwasher and washing machine only  
with a full load

 6 take shorter showers – place a timer in your bathroom

 6 when buying new water-using appliances  
look for the WaterSense® label

 6 Find your wastewater averaging period  
www.austintexas.gov/wastewateraveraging

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com14



@drsteve_arc_dermatology@StevenERasmussenMD

ARC Southwest  
Dermatology

1807 W Slaughter Lane
Suite 490 

Austin, TX 78748

512-292-5182
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IPL Photofacials
 — ARC Cosmetic Dermatology —

Get clearer complexion and reduce fine lines

ARCcosmeticderm.com
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  1   Shoal Creek Boulevard bike lanes

The city of Austin completed new one-way 
protected bike lanes on both sides of Shoal 
Creek Boulevard between Hwy. 183 and 
Foster Lane in September and is building a 
two-way protected bike lane on Shoal Creek 
between Foster and 38th Street. Installation 
of the two-way protected bikeway between 
Foster and 38th will happen in segments, as 
intersection improvements are completed 

All information on this page was updated as of 
10/21/2019. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ctanews@communityimpact.com.

COMPILED BY JACK FLAGLER
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at Shoal Creek’s intersection with Foster, 
Hancock Drive and 45th and 38th streets. 
Construction of improvements in this 
southern section began at the intersection 
of Foster and Shoal Creek, which will be the 
transition point between the one-way and 
two-way bike lanes, in early September.

Timeline: July-early 2020 (fi rst phase) 

Cost: $3 million-$4 million

Funding sources: 2016 city of Austin 
mobility bond 

TRANSPORTATION

  2   Speed limit changes on major streets

Austin City Council voted Sept. 19 to change 
speed limits on eight different stretches of 
road, including three areas in Central Austin. 
The speed limit on  A  Airport Boulevard be-
tween I-35 and Glissman Road was lowered 
to 40 mph from 45 or 50 mph. On  B  South 
Lamar Boulevard between Barton Skyway 
and Ben White Boulevard, the speed limit 
was lowered from 45 mph to 40 mph, and 
on  C  Pleasant Valley Road between Web-
berville Road and East Riverside Drive, the 
speed limit was lowered to 35 mph, changed 
from 35, 40 or 50 mph. The changes are 
part of an effort from the Austin Trans-
portation Department to evaluate traffi c 
speed and safety across the city. In a Sept. 
19 memo to City Council, Austin Transpor-
tation Department Robert Spillar said the 
speed-management program is ongoing 
and that staff expect to have another list of 
potential streets for which to change speed 
limits in January. 

Timeline: implemented in October

Cost: funding included in fi scal year 
2018-19 budget, the Austin Transportation 
Department was unable to give an exact 
funding amount

Funding source: Austin Transportation 
Department

  3   183 South project

After fi nishing improvements, including a 
tolled expressway, on the north section of 
this project between US 290 and Techni 
Center Drive in August, work contin-
ues on the southern side of the project, 
with full opening expected late in 2020. 
Reconstruction of the Colorado River 
bridge is ongoing, and a detour is in place 
for northbound drivers to access Airport 
Boulevard, Seventh Street, Fifth Street and 
Cesar Chavez Street. Later this year, there 
will be a lane shift between FM 969 and 
Boggy Creek to allow crews to build the 
new expressway in that area. 

Timeline: 2016-2020

Cost: $743 million

Funding sources: Mobility Authority toll 
revenue bonds, federal loans, Texas De-
partment of Transportation loans

Starting in September, Austin 
electric scooter and bicycle users 
riding on unpaved park trails, where, 
per city rules, dockless vehicles are 
not allowed, may have noticed their 
vehicles slowing down.

This speed-override technology, 
known as “geofencing,” is designed 
to discourage illegal scooter use on 
parkland, according to the Austin 
Transportation Department, which 
said the change came in response 
to concerns about illegal use of the 
devices in areas they are prohibited.
Geofencing has been in place at 
The University of Texas since March. 
Users riding Bird, Jump, Lime and Lyft 
scooters around certain parts of UT 
campus are limited to a maximum 
speed of 8 mph, according to UT.

A pilot program that began in Janu-
ary allows dockless vehicles on some 
city parkland. Parks and recreation 
staff say they are compiling data and 
are scheduled to deliver fi ndings from 
the program to the city’s urban trans-
portation committee on Nov. 12. 

An electric scooter rider travels down 
Cesar Chavez Street.

RECENT UPDATES

Geofencing technology 
introduced for dockless 
bicycles and scooters

PLEASANT 
VALLEY RD.
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Controversial 97-acre urban village on East Riverside 
receives approval for zoning changes from City Council

As protesters’ chants carried into chambers from 
outside City Hall, Austin City Council members 
voted 6-3 Oct. 17 to approve zoning changes for 4700 
Riverside, a 97-acre mixed-use project planned at East 
Riverside Drive and South Pleasant Valley Road.

The developer, a joint venture between Los 
Angeles-based investment � rm Nimes Capital and 
Texas-based property-management � rm Presidium, 
requested zoning changes to include a mix of uses, 
taller buildings and the chance to participate in the 
city’s density bonus program.

The project, however, has been a source of contro-
versy for months as council members requested more 
assurances of a� ordable housing and environmental 
protection in exchange for the zoning changes.

“You can’t freeze this site in amber,” said Michael 
Whellan, an attorney with the local � rm Armbrust 
& Brown, which is representing the developer. “The 
redevelopment is going to happen.”

THE CONTROVERSY

Council members expressed concern that the devel-
opment will exacerbate displacement in a central core 
neighborhood that remains relatively a� ordable.

“[I]f I had the money, I’d build 100% a� ordable 
housing,” said Council Member Sabino “Pio” Rente-
ria, in whose district the development will be located.

But Renteria added that gentri� cation will continue 
in the area, and it is important for the city to negotiate 
the best terms—and the most a� ordable units—it can.

“Rejecting this rezoning request will not de� ate the 
redevelopment pressure facing this area,” District 1 
Council Member Natasha Harper-Madison said. “It’s a 
di�  cult but very real truth.”

Defend Our Hoodz, a local advocacy organization, 
has engaged in self-described “militant resistance” to 
the project, which it calls the “Domain on Riverside.” 
Its members chanted outside City Hall during the 
meeting; they also protested at the homes of Renteria 
and Whellan. 

THE PROPOSAL

Currently, the 97-acre site purchased by the devel-
oper houses 1,308 apartment units in � ve complexes, 
including student housing at the Ballpark apartments.

These units may be considered a� ordable among 
market-rate housing stock in Austin, but their a� ord-
ability is not regulated, meaning rent can go up, a city 
spokesperson said in March.

As proposed, the redevelopment—conceived as an 
urban village—would have up to 4,709 multifamily 
units, 600 hotel rooms, 4 million square feet of o�  ce 
space, 60,000 square feet of medical and dental o�  ce 
space, and 435,000 square feet of ground-� oor com-
mercial space, per a March 2018 letter from Whellan 
to the city’s planning and zoning department.

It is scheduled to be built in phases over the next 20 
years, with a preliminary start date planned for 2023, 
and will provide between 400 and 565 a� ordable 
apartment units to individuals who make up to 60% 
of the area’s median family income.

Fully built, it will generate more than 10% of Del 
Valle ISD’s property tax revenue, per the letter.

THE REQUESTS

Before the Oct. 17 vote, City Council and the devel-
oper had already negotiated certain terms. 

Council members wanted to guarantee a� ordable 
units would be built in exchange for increased height 
allowances. Some also wanted to codify protections 
for parkland on the site, which abuts the Roy G. Guer-
rero Colorado River Park.

Richard Suttle, an attorney with Armbrust & Brown, 
told council Aug. 22 that the developer entered into 
an agreement with nonpro� t Homebase of Austin, 
which will enforce a� ordable housing requirements in 
exchange for increased density. 

The developer also entered into an agreement with 
the Ending Community Homelessness Coalition, or 
ECHO, to ensure units would be available to individu-
als exiting homelessness.

The developer initially committed to provide up 
to 10 units for this purpose before announcing Oct. 
16 that, contingent upon the zoning changes being 
approved, it would immediately provide housing for 
100 people exiting homelessness for up to � ve years 
in addition to donating $1.75 million over that time 
period to fund support services.

“We believe it would help set a meaningful prece-
dent going forward,” Whellan said.

The 4700 Riverside project will be built over 20 years 
and replace existing apartment complexes on the 

property at the intersection of East Riverside Drive 
and South Pleasant Valley Road.

BY EMMA FREER
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Building an 
urban village

Building an 
urban village

Building an 
urban village
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4 million
SQUARE FEET OF 

OFFICE SPACE

600
HOTEL 
ROOMS

4,709
MULTIFAMILY 
UNITS

435,000
SQUARE FEET OF 
GROUND-FLOOR 

COMMERCIAL 
SPACE

60,000
SQUARE FEET OF 

MEDICAL AND 
DENTAL OFFICE 

SPACE

THE DEVELOPMENT WILL INCLUDE

KEY Future building sites

SOURCES: ARMBRUST & BROWN, NIMES CAPITAL, PRESIDIUM/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER



N
O

W
 O

PE
N 15% OFF 

YOUR FIRST 
TREATMENT 
when you mention this ad

Across from Plaza Saltillo

500 San Marcos Street, 
Ste. 102, Austin 78702 

thegiraffecafe.com

512-532-1600

CHIROPRACTIC • ACUPUNCTURE • MASSAGE

TX
-2

90

E. 7TH ST.

E. 5TH ST.

SA
N

 M
A

RC
O

S 
ST

.

Lo
ok

fo
r th

e Giraffe!

• Companionship 
• Bathing/Grooming 
• Light Housekeeping 
• Healthy Meal Preparation 
• Medication Reminders

Contact us today 
for your Free 

in-home consultation

(512) 614-6943
richcreekhealthcare.com

EVEN AT OUR BEST, WE CAN 
ALL USE A HELPING HAND

Quality, Compassionate 
Home Care

Central Austin edition • October 2019 17

income-restricted housing capacity 
from 1,500 to 8,841. 

The increase, city sta�  said, comes 
from more allowances for multifamily 
housing construction across the city 
as well as the new ability for devel-
opers in more parts of Austin to enter 
into a density bonus program. That 
initiative gives developers the oppor-
tunity to build more housing units, 
thus increasing their pro� ts, if they 
agree to construct more income-re-
stricted housing.

Although city sta�  heralded the 
nearly 500% increase during an Oct. 
8 presentation to City Council, they 
also asserted the long-awaited code 
revision’s inability, as a stand-alone 
program, to accomplish Austin’s 
goal to build at least 60,000 new 
income-restricted units by 2027.

“[The code change] is a very strong 
tool; it’s an important tool; but it 
won’t get you all the way there,” said 

Alex Steinberger, a partner with plan-
ning � rm Cascadia Partners, which 
was hired by the city for consulting. 

Erica Leak, housing planning and 
policy manager for the city of Austin, 
said City Council members want the 
public to understand that local gov-
ernments in Texas have their hands 
tied when it comes to creating require-
ments for a� ordable housing. 

The state of Texas prohibits its cities 
from implementing inclusionary zon-
ing—zones in which developers are 
required by law to provide some per-
centage of income-restricted housing 
in new development—a tool on which 
other cities across the country rely to 
produce a� ordable housing. Texas 
also does not allow cities to charge 
impact fees, or charges on new devel-
opment to pay for public infrastruc-
ture Those fees would go toward an 
a� ordable housing fund maintained 
by the city government.

Instead, a� ordable housing from 
the private market in Texas typically 
comes through government subsidies 
or creative incentive programs—such 
as the density bonus program—
designed by local governments. To 

subsidize its way into achieving its 
a� ordable housing goals, city sta�  
estimates a price tag between $6 
billion-$11 billion. This means the 
emphasis is on incentives—use of 
which is, by de� nition, voluntary—
and calibrating those incentives so 
developers want to buy in.

Two contentious issues in past 
dra� s of the a� ordable housing pro-
gram have been single-family zoning 
and accessory dwelling units.

Though a previous proposal 
released by city sta�  Aug. 13 would 
have prohibited single-family home-
owners from demolishing their 
existing structure to build a new 
single-family structure, this latest 
proposal allows broader rights for 
homeowners based on feedback from 
the public.

Additionally, accessory dwelling 
units, or ADUs, are allowed in all 
residential zones under this proposal, 
a change from previous versions.

The planning commission is sched-
uled to make plan recommendations 
to City Council by Nov. 12. Council is 
scheduled to consider the proposal for 
the � rst time Dec. 5.

DEVELOPMENT

Austin released a new draft of its land-development code Oct. 4, and City Council 
is expected to consider the revisions for the fi rst time in December. 

City hopes new land-development code 
changes allow more affordable housing

A� er a yearslong process, the city 
of Austin released its latest dra�  of a 
new land-development code, includ-
ing revised zoning maps, at a press 
conference Oct. 4.

Proposed changes include the 
creation of transition zones, which 
are geared to provide missing mid-
dle housing such as duplexes, 
triplexes, fourplexes and townhomes 
in high-opportunity areas well-con-
nected to transit, fewer parking 
requirements, improved environmen-
tal protections and an expansion of 
the city’s density bonus program.

The rewrite process began in 2012 
and has been mired in controversy, 
including the six-year, $8.5 million 
CodeNEXT e� ort, which City Council 
voted to abandon and start anew in 
August 2018.

This most recent overhaul shows 
revisions that will boost the city’s 

BY CHRISTOPHER NEELY
AND EMMA FREER

JACK FLAGLER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

1,500
Current capacity for 
incentivized affordable 
housing development 

8,841
Proposed capacity for 
incentivized affordable 
housing development 

CHAS I NG AFFORDABILITY 
City staff released its latest draft of a new land-development code at an Oct. 4 press 

conference at Austin City Hall. The new proposal boosts capacity for affordable housing. 

60,000
Number of income-
restricted units 
City Council wants 
to build by 2027

1,366
Pages in the new 
land-development 
code document

SOURCES: CITY OF AUSTIN, AUSTIN STRATEGIC HOUSING BLUEPRINT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER



Walk-in  
flu shots for 
adults and 
pediatrics.

FIND AN ADC CLINIC 
NEAR YOU: 

512-901-1111
www.adclinic.com

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com18



able to implement some new practices. 
“We’re con� dent that the recommen-

dations that we’re moving forward on 
are going to signi� cantly reduce the risk 
should an event like that repeat and 
us having to issue a boil water notice,” 
Meszaros said. 

At the heart of preventive recommen-
dations are infrastructure improvements 
that include installing systems that 
can add polymers to water at treatment 
plants, he said.

With a price tag of about $10 million, 
Meszaros said new polymer systems are 
currently being studied and designed 
for all three of Austin Water’s treatment 
plants. He said he hopes the � rst system 
will be installed at Ullrich Water Treat-
ment Plant—the utility’s largest plant—in 
the � rst half of 2020.

Austin Water this year has already 
installed new zeta-potential meters at 
treatment plants. The meters will allow 
Austin Water to better understand what 
chemicals could be used to help improve 
water quality during future events.

Many of the other recommendations 
streamline basic Austin Water operations 
and cover aspects of emergency response. 
These include suggestions on how the 
city’s emergency management division 
can better provide resources to the public 
and how emergency responders can bet-
ter communicate with populations who 
do not speak English. 

With the � ooding last year, followed 
by an extremely hot and dry summer in 
2019, Meszaros said water issues continue 
to be “top-of-mind” in the community.  

“This was a historic event, and a 
lesson of how climate change risks are 
impacting our community,” he said. 
“Changing climate is bringing water 
issues across the nation with increased 
risk of extreme weather. We have to be 
ready for that future.”

PUBLIC UTILITY

Austin Water director reviews changes 
implemented since 2018 boil-water notice

One year ago, the city of Austin was 
placed under a weeklong boil water 
notice due to water-quality issues in the 
Colorado River caused by � ooding locally 
and upstream. 

Floodwaters from storms upstream 
reached Lake Travis on Oct. 9, 2018. 
Additional weeks of local rain and 
� ooding led to a boil-water notice being 
issued Oct. 22-28 by Austin Water—the 
city of Austin’s water utility—due to 
the strain high levels of sediment in 
the water source was putting on water 
treatment plants.  

According to Austin Water Director 
Greg Meszaros, what made last fall’s 
event unique was a combination of the 
turbidity—or measure of cloudiness in 
the water caused by sediment and other 
compounds—in the Colorado River and 
the length of time it stayed there. 

“During most high-turbidity events, 
[turbidity] spikes and you go through that 
a couple of days, then business starts to 
settle down, and customers don’t really 
know anything happened,” Meszaros 
told Community Impact Newspaper in 
October 2019. “Last year it spiked so 
much higher and stayed high for so much 
longer a period that we just couldn’t get 
through it without the need to take pub-
lic steps and to ask [the public] for help.”

A� er evaluating the event and its 
a� ermath for 11 months, Austin Water 
released a memo Oct. 2 with a report and 
corrective action plan developed by a 
third-party agency that reviewed the 2018 
crisis and o� ered more than 160 actions 
the city and Austin Water could take to 
better operate in the future. 

Austin Water also released its own 
review of the 2018 event Oct. 2.

Throughout 2019, Meszaros said his 
sta�  have already institutionalized some 
of the knowledge learned and have been 

BY NICHOLAS CICALE
Reports released Oct. 2 showed over 160 ways the city 
of Austin and Austin Water can improve operations. 
Two recommendations to help improve operations 
during future high-turbidity events include adding new 
infrastructure systems at Austin Water’s three treatment plants.

Austin Water has installed new zeta-potential meters at treatment plants.

Austin Water will install its fi rst polymer-based treatment systems at Ullrich Water 
Treatment Plant in the fi rst half of 2020, with the utility’s two other plants to follow. 

A polymer is added to separate 
sediment from the water.

High turbidity water is 
collected at a water plant.

Cleaner water is easier 
for a plant to treat.

Function:  Systems release polymers at 
treatment plants to separate sediment 
from water.

Benefi t:  Removing sediment before 
treating water improves a plant’s 
treatment capacity.

Function:  Meters measure the electrical 
charges of water and sediment particles, 
which relates to how particles stick together.

Benefi t: Readings help determine which 
chemicals can be added to water to improve 
water quality and separate sediment.

ZETA-POTENTIAL METER

POLYMER FEED SYSTEMS

INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS

SOURCE: AUSTIN WATER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

A YEAR IN REVIEW Water has been top of mind over the past year in the Austin area, beginning with fl ooding and the boil-water 
notice issued in October 2018. Here are some of the water-related activities in Austin over the past year.

Particles in high-turbidity 
water repel one another 
because of their charge.

Meters determine sediment 
particles are negatively 

charged.

Sediments clump and 
separate from water when 

positively charged particles 
are added.

OCT.

Austin Water submits 
report on boil-water 
notice to City Council

2

Parts of Travis County 
enter a Stage 3 “extreme 
drought,” allowing for 
more restrictions

1 

SEPT.

Parts of Travis 
County enter a Stage 
2 “severe drought,” 
according to the 
National Weather 
Service, with water 
restrictions imposed

1 

AUG.

Toxic blue green 
algae discovered 
in some Austin 
waterways

2 

FEB. 2019

Foul-smelling tap 
water reported in areas 
of South Austin due to 
zebra mussels at water 
treatment plants

7 

MAR.

Austin Water 
says it cannot the 
rush stakeholder 
input process, and 
therefore the Water 
Forward Plan cannot 
be implemented until 
2022

12

NOV.

Austin City 
Council passes 
resolution to speed 
up Water Forward 
Plan and Water 2020 
Strategic Plan

15

OCT. 2018

Floodwaters from heavy rain 
upstream reach Lake Travis

9

Floodgate operations begin; 
fl ooding occurs locally

16

City issues seven-day boil-
water notice due to high turbidity 
of water in the Colorado River

22-28
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Community members, parents push back against 
AISD plan for school consolidations and closures
  AUSTIN ISD  At a community 
meeting at Northeast Early College 
High School on Sept. 30, Cuitlahoc 
Guerra, a community member and 
teacher, gave an emotional speech 
in both English and Spanish to 
Austin ISD staff and administrators.  
Guerra laid out the reasons he saw 
AISD’s plan to close seven schools 
east of I-35 as inequitable.

“Slow this down. Please,” Guerra 
said. 

Guerra was not the only commu-
nity member who urged the district 
to rethink its school changes plan 
at the Sept. 30 meeting, where one 
group of parents wore shirts read-
ing “Somos Ridgetop”—meaning 
“we are Ridgetop”—in response to 
the district’s plan to close Ridgetop 
Elementary School. 

The meeting was one of 19 the 
district held between Sept. 23 and 
Oct. 10, which allowed parents 
and members of the community to 
react to the plan released Sept. 5 
that calls for 12 school campuses 
to close as well as programming 
changes.

State Rep. Gina Hinojosa, D-Aus-
tin, a former AISD board member, 

Austin Community College plans manufacturing 
incubator for Highland campus to open in 2020
 AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE  A new 
incubator program at Austin Commu-
nity College is looking to help local 
manufacturing companies attract and 
maintain talent while also providing 
training for students and a space for 
startup companies to grow. 

The incubator will be housed in a 
building currently under construc-
tion on ACC’s Highland campus—one 

that is scheduled to open in 2020, 
according to ACC. It will become the 
third incubator on campus, joining 
the bioscience and fashion spaces. 
Each of the three are designed to 
fill a need in the local economy by 
combining space for small businesses 
and entrepreneurs as well as oppor-
tunities for ACC students. 

ACC President Richard Rhodes said 
the community college chose the spe-
cializations for the three incubators 
based on needs in the local economy 
identified by the college and its part-
ners, including the city of Austin.

According to the Austin Regional 
Manufacturers Association, manufac-
turing companies account for more 
than 57,000 jobs in Central Texas, and 
the industry accounts for 10.3% of the 
region’s gross domestic product.

News from Austin ISD and Austin Community College

 AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE  
The Austin Community College district 
will host two community conversations 
in Southwest Austin to hear from the 
public about ACC’s Pinnacle campus.

According to the community college 
district, the meetings—which will have 
dates, times and locations announced 
in the future—will be held sometime 
before ACC begins its winter break 
Dec. 23.

The campus closed after the spring 
semester in 2018 because, according to 
district staff, the building constructed 

ACC to hold community 
meetings to talk about 
Pinnacle campus future

BY JACK FLAGLEREDUCATION BRIEFS

Austin ISD board of trustees meets 
Nov. 4, 6 p.m.; Nov. 18, 7 p.m. Carruth 
Administration Center, 1111 W. Sixth St., 
Room B100, Austin

ACC Board of Trustees meets Nov. 4, 
3 p.m. Room 201, Highland Business 
Center, 5930 Middle Fiskville Road, Austin
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in 1984 originally as an office complex 
needed significant repairs. In April 
2019, trustees authorized ACC President 
Richard Rhodes to post the building 
and the roughly 9.5-acre tract of land 
it sits on for sale. The piece of property 
up for sale sits adjacent to a 46-acre 
portion of the Pinnacle campus, which 
the college also owns. According to 
ACC, there are no plans to sell that 
46-acre tract.

The conversations with members 
of the public in Southwest Austin will 
include ACC’s south regional advisory 
committee made up of 11 community 
members appointed by trustees who 
are tasked with strengthening the link 
between the ACC and the community, 
according to the community college’s 
website.

Cuitlahoc Guerra speaks to Austin ISD staff and administrators at a Sept. 30 public 
meeting held at Northeast Early College High School.

met with her constituents in October 
to talk about the plan. In an Oct. 14 
letter to the board, Hinojosa said 
community concerns include a lack of 
equity and a rushed process. 

“This letter encompasses the rea-
sonable concerns and requests of our 
shared constituents. I hope that you 
will seriously take them into account 
as you make decisions about our 
school communities,” Hinojosa wrote. 

As of Community Impact Newspa-
per’s press deadline Oct. 22, AISD’s 
board of trustees was scheduled to 
vote on each scenario making up the 
school changes plan Nov. 18. Trustees 
do not have to approve the plan in 
full—they could choose to approve 
some of the scenarios but not others.

ACC’s manufacturing incubator will be the 
community college’s third incubator space.

Find updates about Austin ISD school 
closures at communityimpact.com.
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New city homelessness ordinances ban camping on 
sidewalks but allows some sitting and lying down

City’s homelessness 
officer will move into 
new role as consultant

 AUSTIN  In an Oct. 17 vote that marked 
a major step forward in the strenuous 
debate over a pair of laws directly 
impacting the homeless, City Council 
banned public camping from side-
walks throughout the city but will 
permit sitting and lying down unless it 
is 15 feet from an operating business.

The move comes nearly four months 
after City Council on June 20 flat 
out decriminalized public camping, 
sitting and lying down throughout 
Austin, lifting bans critics said added 
barriers to exiting homelessness. 

That June move earned lawmakers 
praise from civil rights advocates 
and harsh criticism from a range of 
residents, business owners and other 
stakeholders. Through the summer, 
homelessness, and what many saw as 
fallout from the ordinance changes, 
dominated the civic stage. 

The final vote was 7-4. Council Mem-
bers Ann Kitchen, Leslie Pool, Alison 
Alter and Kathie Tovo voted against 
the changes, saying they wanted 

the camping, sitting and lying down 
restrictions to go further in protecting 
the safety of those living outdoors.

The changes to the ordinances came 
after a pair of letters from Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott, who demanded Austin 
show “consequential improvement” 
in its homelessness situation and 
reinstate its citywide public camp-
ing ban by Nov. 1. Abbott said if the 
city did not meet his demands by his 
deadline, he would use state resources 
to achieve his goals.

On Oct. 18, Abbott’s office said 
although it saw the vote as a “mean-
ingful step to address the safety and 
health of all Texans” the governor 
would still ask state agencies to 
address and monitor Austin’s home-
lessness challenge. 

Abbott will assign the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation to clear out 
active homeless camps under Austin’s 
highways to “ensure the safety of both 
the homeless and fellow Texans,” 
according to the statement.

 AUSTIN  Citing family obligations, 
Lori Pampilo Harris, the city’s long-
sought-after homelessness strategy 
officer, will vacate the position after 
only one month on the job, accord-
ing to city officials.

Pampilo Harris will instead 
assume a consultant role, according 
to an Oct. 9 email sent from Assis-
tant City Manager Rodney Gonzalez 
to Austin Mayor Steve Adler and 
City Manager Spencer Cronk.

A city spokesperson said they 
could not provide any specifics 

News from Central AustinCITY & COUNTY

Lori Pampilo Harris started work as Austin’s 
new homelessness strategy officer Sept. 9.

Austin City Council voted Oct. 17 to ban public camping on sidewalks and outlawed sitting 
or lying down 15 feet from an operating business.
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regarding Pampilo Harris’ family obli-
gations. In a statement released Oct. 10, 
Pampilo Harris said the decision was 
tough, and that although she will only 
be a consultant moving forward, she 
remains committed to ending home-
lessness in Austin. A city spokesper-
son said they were unsure if or when 
the city would begin searching for a 
replacement for Pampilo Harris.

Austin metered parking rates up to $2 per hour
 AUSTIN  Metered parking rates in 
the city of Austin increased to $2 
per hour on Oct. 14, up from $1 per 
hour and $1.20 per hour downtown. 
However, that may not be the last 
rate increase drivers see this year.

Depending on demand, metered 
parking rates could reach as high 
as $5 per hour in some parts of the 
city, according to Austin transpor-
tation officials. This new approach 
is an effort to bring supply-and-de-
mand economics to the city’s park-
ing policy. The strategy has been 
cited by transportation experts as 

a best practice to help ease conges-
tion and encourage use of alterna-
tive transportation.

Austin Transportation Depart-
ment spokesperson Mary Vo said 
the city would set parking rates 
with a goal of always having 15%-
20% of metered parking spaces 
available on a block. The city’s 
fiscal year 2019-20 budget allocated 
room in its revenue projects for 
parking rates to fluctuate between 
$2 and $5, meaning the city can 
set rates in that range as it sees fit 
based on demand. 

SOURCE: CITY OF AUSTIN/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Austin’s rate for parking meters 
increased on Oct. 14, and city 
officials say the rate could 
reach as high as $5 per hour. 

Pay to park 
$1-$1.20 Previous hourly fee in 
the city of Austin before Oct. 14

$2-$5 Variable rates Austin could 
adopt between now and October 2020

$2 Current hourly parking rate 
throughout the city
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ARC After Hours Clinic

ARC PEDIATRICIANS NEAR YOU

After school, after work, or even on weekends, 
ARC makes it easy to find care for your children 
with Same-Day and After Hours appointments.

We’re here for 
your kiddos: 

days, nights, weekends, 
and holidays

ARCappointments.com
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Austin City Council
Meets Oct. 31 and Nov. 14 at 10 a.m.
301 W. Second St., Austin
www.austintexas.gov/department/city-
council

Travis County Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.traviscountytx.gov/commissioners-
court

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_cta

MEETINGS

City Council carves out more than $3 million in hotel tax funding for live music
 AUSTIN  The governing body of the 
“Live Music Capital of the World” will 
send millions of dollars in annual 
tourism revenue to its namesake 
industry, in a nod to growing aff ord-
ability concerns among Austin’s musi-
cians and industry professionals.

The live music fund will receive 
15% of the 2% tax Austin levies on 
all hotel room stays within the city 
limits—known as hotel occupancy 
tax. Although revenue will be depen-
dent on the performance of the hotel 

industry, city offi  cials estimate the 
additional 2% tax will bring in $21 
million per year, which means $3.15 
million for the live music fund. Per 
state law, another 15% of occupancy 
tax revenue will be allocated to 
historic preservation, and the remain-
ing 70% will be spent on the Austin 
Convention Center.

State law is strict as to what hotel 
tax money could be used for. Council 
Member Jimmy Flannigan pointed out 
hotel tax revenue specifi cally cannot 

be used on music venues. Cat Whit-
tington, chair of the Austin Tourism 
Commission and longtime member of 
the local music scene, said there are 
various programs the music commu-
nity has discussed, but she high-
lighted one in which the funds would 
go toward paying local opening acts 
who perform at local venues. Whit-
tington said the program would help 
the bottom line for venue operators 
and ensure adequate payment to local 
musicians.

News from Central Austin

 AUSTIN  State and local offi cials 
gathered at the Austin State Hospital 
campus Oct. 3 to break ground on the 
fi rst round of construction on the more 
than 100-year-old mental health facility. 
More than $180 million of funding for 
the restoration was approved by the 
86th Texas Legislature this past spring. 
The new 240-bed building will replace 
the old buildings currently on the Austin 
State Hospital campus, according to 
documents from the Texas Health 
and Human Services Commission. 
Construction of the new campus is 
estimated to cost approximately $305 
million, according to HHSC documents.

 AUSTIN  City Council gave fi nal 
approval on Sept. 19 to a project that will 
straighten out Red River Street through 
the east end of the University of Texas 
campus to accommodate the school’s 
new basketball and special events arena. 
Before the vote, some council members 
said the city should have received more 
fi nancial benefi ts from UT in return for 
the city extending itself to expedite the 
project. 

 AUSTIN  Car-sharing company Car2go 
will leave Austin, along with three other 
North American cities, and will pull out 
of Chicago by the end of the year. The 
company made the announcement Sept. 
27. Car2go launched in Austin, its fi rst 
U.S. market, in 2009.

CITY HIGHLIGHTSTravis County commissioners approve fiscal year 
2019-20 budget, chastise ‘terrible public policy’

COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFF

 TRAVIS COUNTY  Despite concern 
for taxpayers and reticence about 
matching the 8% rollback rate, Travis 
County commissioners voted unan-
imously Sept. 24 to approve its $1.2 
billion budget for fi scal year 2019-20 
and the tax rate of $0.369293 per $100 
of taxable value to balance it.

“I think all of us are aware that this 
is probably not the most acceptable 
budget to the majority of the public,” 
said Commissioner Gerald Daugherty, 
who represents Precinct 3, at a Sept. 
24 meeting.

Currently, state law allows for 
taxing entities to increase property tax 
revenue by up to 8% year-over-year. 
If a taxing entity exceeds that rate—
known as the rollback rate—voters 
have the option to circulate a petition 
calling for an election on whether to 
approve the proposed increase.

Under the approved tax rate, the 
owner of an average-value home of 
$348,887 will pay around $126 more in 
county property taxes.

The approved tax rate represents 
an 8% increase over the eff ective 
maintenance and operations tax rate, 
which approaches the rollback rate 
and represents a sharp increase over 
past years.

Between FY 2013-14 and FY 2018-
19, the county has raised its eff ective 
maintenance and operations rate 
by an average of 2.7%, according to 
county documents.

This year’s budget process has been 
impacted by the Legislature’s decision 
to implement a property tax revenue 
cap, which will take eff ect in October 
2020 and reduce the rollback rate from 
8% to 3.5%.

Once the cap takes eff ect, the 
county will be less able to build 
reserves for long-term investments 
and capital projects, according to com-
missioners and staff . 

“We are responding to terrible 
public policy, and we are having to 
do uncomfortable things,” Precinct 1 
Commissioner Jeff  Travillion said.

Budget 
breakdown 

Travis County commissioners 
passed the fi scal year 

2019-20 budget Sept. 24. 

Travis County budget 
for fi scal year 2019-20

$0.369293
Tax rate 

per $100 of 
valuation

Annual increase of tax 
bill over fi scal year 
2018-19 for owner of 
average-value home

8%
Increase in FY 
2019-20 over 
the effective 

maintenance and 
operations tax rate

$1.2 billion

$126

SOURCE: TRAVIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER
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Call 1-844-387-4936, option 5 to register!

Start Time: 
6:30 PM

When:
Wednesday, November 13, 2019

LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR MODERATE-TO-SEVERE ATOPIC 
DERMATITIS AND A POTENTIAL TREATMENT OPTION

Attend a FREE educational event!

Family and friends are welcome!

Complimentary parking validation 
and light fare provided.

Where:
Perry's Steakhouse & Grille
11801 Domain Boulevard
Austin, TX 78758

Featuring:
Craig Teller, MD
& an Atopic Dermatitis Ambassador
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Last day of early voting: Nov. 1
Election day: Nov. 5

 IMPORTANT DATES

How to use new 
voting machines
The Travis County commissioners approved pur-
chasing new voting machines for $8.16 million in 
August 2018 for use in this year’s elections.

Voters print their ballots on one machine and 
walk to a second machine that will tabulate 
results in a system combining touch screens and 
a paper ballot backup. 

Here is how to use the new voting machines.

Step 1: Check In
At check -in, you will receive a blank ballot.

Step 2: Vote
Insert the blank ballot into an ExpressVote 
machine and make your selections.

SOURCE: TRAVIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Step 4: Scan
Walk over to the DS200 scanner and insert your 
marked ballot into the machine. Do not leave the 
polling location with your ballot.

Step 3: Review
When prompted, print your ballot and review all 
of your selections on the printed card.
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Your Austin area source 
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VOTER GUIDEVOTER GUIDE Propositions are on the ballot in the city of Austin and Travis County.

HERE ARE THE QUESTIONS AUSTIN VOTERS WILL DECIDE ON THE NOV. 5 BALLOT
Citizens forced a vote on two propositions in the city, while Travis County commissioners brought an item related to hotel tax funding. 

SOURCES: CITY OF AUSTIN, TRAVIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

THE LEAD-UP TO THE ELECTION

BALLOT LANGUAGE 
FOR CITY OF AUSTIN 
PROPOSITIONS 
The ballot reads: (Proposition A) “Shall 
a city ordinance be adopted that requires 
that a sale, lease, conveyance, mortgage, 
or other alienation of City-owned land 
for any existing or future youth, recre-
ational, or professional sports facility 
or any existing or future entertainment 
facility be approved by a supermajority 
vote of council (9 of 11 members) and also 
be approved by the voters at an election 
for which the City must pay; requires 
that any site development permits and 
variances related thereto be approved by 
a supermajority vote of council (9 of 11 
members); requires that site development 
permits and variances related thereto be 
approved by the voters at an election for 
which the City must pay, if the sale, lease, 
conveyance, mortgage, or other alien-
ation of City-owned land for the facility 
has not already obtained voter approval; 
requires that the facility post payment and 
performance bonds and pay ad valorem 
taxes, or payments equal to the amount 
of ad valorem taxes; and requires that all 
information concerning such sale, lease, 
conveyance, mortgage, or other alien-

ation shall be disclosed to the public.”
(Proposition B) “Shall an ordinance 
be adopted that prioritizes the use of 
Austin’s Hotel Occupancy Tax revenue 
by continuing the City practice to spend 
15% of the Austin Hotel Occupancy Tax 
revenue on cultural arts and 15% on 
historic preservation, limiting the City’ s 
spending to construct, operate, maintain, 
or promote the Austin Convention Center 
to 34% of Austin’s Hotel Occupancy Tax 
revenue, and requiring all remaining 
Hotel Occupancy Tax revenue to support 
and enhance Austin’s Cultural Tourism 
Industry to the potential exclusion of other 

allowable uses under the Tax code; and 
requires the City to obtain voter approval 
and public oversight for convention-cen-
ter improvement and expansion costing 

more than $20,000,000.”

What it means: A pair of citizen petitions 
forced Austin City Council to call a refer-
endum and place these two propositions 
on the ballot. The fi rst asks whether any 
city land deal for sports or entertain-
ment venues should be subject to voter 
approval. The petition was circulated after 
the city entered into a lease agreement 
with the operators of Major League Soccer 
club Austin FC that allowed the team to 
build a stadium in North Austin. Accord-
ing to the agreement, the city retains 
ownership of the land, which means the 
club will not pay property taxes, and the 
club will begin rent payments of $550,000 
beginning in year six of the deal. Club 
offi cials said the proposition will have no 
bearing on their construction timeline. 
Work began in September and the sta-
dium is expected to be complete in 2021. 

The second item stems from City Coun-
cil’s decision in May to explore a poten-
tial $1.3 billion expansion of the Austin 
Convention Center. A group opposing the 
convention center expansion, Uncon-
ventional Austin, led the petition drive 
effort to bring this item to the ballot. The 
proposition calls for voter approval before 
the city moves forward with any con-
vention center expansion costing more 
than $20 million and asks whether the 
city should overhaul its formula to spend 
its hotel tax revenue. Currently, the city 
spends roughly 70% of its hotel revenue 
on the convention center’s operations. 
If voters pass this ordinance change, 
the city will have to cap its convention 
center-related spending to either 34% of 
hotel tax revenue or fi ve times the hotel 
tax revenue produced by the convention 
center, whichever is greater. 

BALLOT LANGUAGE 
FOR TRAVIS COUNTY 
PROPOSITION

The ballot reads: Authorizing Tra-
vis County, Texas to provide for the 
planning, acquisition, establishment, 
development, construction, renovation 
and fi nancing of new and existing facil-
ities of the type described by Section 
334.001(4)(A) of the Texas Local Gov-
ernment Code, including a multipurpose 
arena and adjacent support facilities and 
any related infrastructure in the area of 
the Travis County Exposition Center and 
designated by a resolution of the Com-
missioners Court of the County adopted 
on July 30, 2019 (the “Resolution”) as a 
sports and community venue project 
within the County in accordance with 
applicable law (the “Venue Project”), 
and to impose a new hotel occupancy 
tax on the occupancy of a room in a hotel 
located within the County, at a rate not 
to exceed two percent (2%) of the price 

paid for such room, and if approved, 
the maximum hotel occupancy tax 
rate imposed from all sources in the 
County would be 17% of the price paid 
for a room in a hotel, for the purpose of 
fi nancing the Venue Project, and

approving the Resolution.

What it means: Travis County wants 
voter approval to collect hotel occu-
pancy tax revenue to fund an expansion 
of the Travis County Exposition Center. 
The county wants, and is legally allowed, 
to fi nance the expo center project with a 
2% venue project tax on hotel bills paid 
by guests staying within the county. 
However, the county will not be able to 
collect any such revenue until at least 
2021 because the city of Austin currently 
collects the venue project tax to pay off 
its debt for the 2002 expansion of the 
Austin Convention Center. State law 
mandates no hotel guest can pay more 
than a 17% tax. Austin has maxed out 
that cap, with 11% going to the city and 
6% to the state.

These are some of the key events that have led to the Nov. 5 election for 
Austin and Travis County voters. 

Feb. 11, 2019:  The city 
validates the petition which 
ultimately will become Austin’s 
Proposition A. 

July 26, 2019: The petition 
asking for voter approval of a 
convention center expansion is 
validated by the Austin City Clerk. 

Aug. 8, 2019:  City Council 
declines to adopt the peti-
tions as law, therefore calling 
for a Nov. 5 election.

Aug. 19, 2019: Travis 
County Commission-
ers approve the ballot 
language and call for a 
referendum for their own 
proposition Nov 5.

2019 2020
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VOTER GUIDE

PROPOSITION NO. 1
(HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 72)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment permitting a person to hold 
more than one office as a municipal judge 
at the same time.”

What it means: Currently, an elected 
municipal judge cannot serve as a munic-
ipal judge in more than one municipality 
at the same time. This amendment would 
allow elected judges to serve in more than 
one municipality concurrently. 

PROPOSITION NO. 2
(SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 79)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment providing for the issuance 
of additional general obligation bonds by 
the Texas Water Development Board in 
an amount not to exceed $200 million to 
provide financial assistance for the devel-
opment of certain projects in economically 
distressed areas.”

What it means: The measure would autho-
rize the Texas Water Development Board to 
issue additional general obligation bonds 
in an amount that does not exceed
$200 million for its Economically Distressed 
Areas Program. The bonds are restricted to 
providing financing for the development of 
water supply and sewer service projects in 
those areas.

PROPOSITION NO. 3
(HJR 34)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment authorizing the Legislature to 

provide for a temporary exemption from 
ad valorem taxation for a portion of the 
appraised value of certain property dam-
aged by a disaster.”

What it means: The amendment would 
allow the Legislature to temporarily exempt 
a portion of a property declared a disaster 
area by the governor from property tax. 
It allows the Legislature to prescribe the 
method for determining the exemption 
amount, duration and any other eligibility 
requirements it deems necessary. 

PROPOSITION NO. 4
(HJR 38)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment prohibiting the imposition of 
an individual income tax, including a tax 
on an individual’s share of partnership and 
unincorporated association income.”

What it means: This amendment would 
prohibit the state from imposing or col-
lecting an individual income tax, including 
an individual’s share of partnership and 
unincorporated association income. The 
state constitution does not currently bar 
the imposition of an individual income tax. 

PROPOSITION NO. 5
(SJR 24)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment dedicating the revenue 
received from the existing state sales and 
use taxes that are imposed on sporting 
goods to the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department and the Texas Historical Com-
mission to protect Texas’ natural areas, 
water quality, and history by acquiring, 
managing and improving state and local 

parks and historic sites while not increasing 
the rate of the state sales and use taxes.”

What it means: The amendment would 
use net revenue from the portion of state 
tax revenue received from the sales of 
sporting goods for the Texas Parks & Wild-
life Department and the Texas Historical 
Commission. The amendment also allows 
the Legislature to determine the specific 
uses of the funds and their allocation.

PROPOSITION NO. 6
(HJR 12)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment authorizing the Legislature to 
increase by $3 billion the maximum bond 
amount authorized for the Cancer Preven-
tion and Research Institute of Texas.”

What it means: The amendment would 
allow the Legislature to increase the maxi-
mum bond amount for the Cancer Preven-
tion and Research Institute of Texas issued 
by the Texas Public Finance Authority from
$3 billion to $6 billion. The CPRIT, created 
in 2007, uses bond proceeds to award 
grants for cancer research and prevention.

PROPOSITION NO. 7
(HJR 151)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment allowing increased distribu-
tions to the available school fund.”

What it means: The amendment would 
allow increasing distributions from $300 mil-
lion to $600 million per year to the available 
Texas Permanent School Fund. It also allows 
entities such as the State Board of Education 
and the General Land Office that manage 
revenue held in the permanent school fund 
to distribute revenue to the available fund.

PROPOSITION NO. 8
(HJR 4)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment providing for the creation of 
the flood infrastructure fund to assist in the 
financing of drainage, flood mitigation and 
flood control projects.”

What it means: The constitutional 
amendment would create a flood infra-
structure fund as a special fund in the state 
treasury, using money appropriated from 
the Economic Stabilization Fund, or Rainy 
Day Fund. The newly created flood infra-
structure fund would provide additional 
resources for flood mitigation. The amend-
ment would allow the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board to use money in the fund for 
drainage, flood mitigation or flood control 
projects. It also creates separate accounts 
within the fund as needed to administer the 
fund or associated authorized projects.

PROPOSITION NO. 9
(HJR 95)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment authorizing the Legislature to 
exempt from ad valorem taxation precious 
metal held in a precious metal depository 
located in this state.”

What it means: The amendment would 
create a property tax exemption for pre-
cious metals held in a Texas precious metal 
depository.

PROPOSITION NO. 10
(SJR 32)

The ballot reads: “The constitutional 
amendment to allow the transfer of a law 
enforcement animal to a qualified caretaker 
in certain circumstances.”

What it means: The amendment would 
allow the transfer of a law enforcement 
animal to the animal’s handler or another 
qualified caretaker in certain circumstances. 
Current law prevents the transfer of law 
enforcement animals to a private person or 
organization at no cost. This amendment 
would change that and allow the transfer 
without cost. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS ON THE NOV. 5 BALLOT

COMPILED BY VANESSA HOLT

Texas voters can vote for or against 10 amendments to the state’s constitution Nov. 5. The 
Texas secretary of state’s office prepared a breakdown on how the ballot language will read 
and what each proposition actually means.

SOURCE: TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Statewide ballot questions ask voters to approve constitutional amendments 
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city-owned property for a sports or 
entertainment venue. The petition that 
put it on the ballot began circulating as 
the city � nalized a deal for a new Major 
League Soccer stadium at the tail end 
of 2018; however, legal experts have 
said the election would have no impact 
on the Austin FC stadium, which broke 
ground in North Austin in September. 
The main � nancier behind the ballot 
campaign, Austin Bold FC owner Bobby 
Epstein, has since dropped his support.

The city’s Proposition B, sparked by 
City Council’s May decision to explore 
a $1.3 billion expansion of the Austin 
Convention Center, asks voters whether 
they want the right to vote on conven-
tion center expansions costing more 
than $20 million. It also proposes the 
city recalculate how it spends its hotel 
tax revenue, 70% of which is currently 
spent on convention center operations 
and debt from previous expansions.

Such citizen-initiated ordinances are 
not new nor unique in Texas. Most of 
the state’s 400 home-rule cities—given 
rights by the state to operate under their 
own city charters—o� er the tool to their 
citizenry, and election records show 
Austinites have taken petitions to the 
ballot for more than � ve decades. How-
ever, there has been a recent uptick in 
their use across Texas. This year’s elec-
tion includes the fourth and � � h citizen 
initiatives in Austin since 2016. Election 
records show between 1992, the year 
of the landmark Save our Springs ordi-
nance, and 2015, only eight initatives 
made it to the ballot. Some attribute this 
to a 2012 law change in which Austin 
decreased the number of petition signa-
tures needed to earn a place on the bal-
lot from 10% of the electorate down to 
the smaller of 5% or 20,000 signatures—
the lowest of any major Texas city.

Some praise initiatives as a crucial 
check to the power of city govern-
ment; others criticize the process as 
working to subvert the city’s system of 

representative democracy. 

A TOOL OR A WEAPON?

Citizen initiatives allow voters to pass 
laws without City Council consent. A 
group can dra�  a new ordinance, put it 
on a petition and canvass signatures. If 
the petition garners enough signatures 
to meet the city’s threshold, City Council 
can adopt the petition into law as writ-
ten, or send it to the voters on the next 
available election date.

Local attorney Fred Lewis, who has 
led multiple citizen initiatives during 
his more than 40-year tenure as an Aus-
tinite—including 2017’s petition � ghting 
City Council’s land-development code 
rewrite process and this year’s conven-
tion center question—said petitions 
are a safety valve when representative 
democracy “doesn’t function well.” He 
said, just like representative democracy, 
the petition process is essential but not 
perfect and could be wielded with good 
and bad intention.

“You get initiatives when the City 
Council is out of touch,” Lewis said. 
“You don’t always have them. You get 
them when they’re not listening. This 
council is not listening. They are not 
very deliberative, and they do not really 
listen to the public—they make up their 
mind and do what they want to do.”

When the community voted to transi-
tion Austin’s governing philosophy from 
an at-large system—everyone in the city 
votes for the mayor and each City Coun-
cil member—to the current 10-1 sys-
tem—10 council members are elected by 
geographical districts and the entire city 
elects the mayor—some, like local com-
munity activist Julio Gonzalez Altami-
rano, warned that the power brokers 
in the at-large system would use more 
citizen initiatives a� er the transition to 
continue pushing their own agenda.

“What’s happening here in Austin 
is much more tactical; it’s basically lit-
igation,” Gonzalez Altamirano said. 
“It’s just another means of getting your 

 Some believe nothing is more democratic than taking an issue straight to 
the voters. However, in off-year elections such as November 2019, turnout is 

typically under 12%, meaning a small portion of voters may decide some highly 
consequential issues, which others say hurts the democratic process.

process?
A  T R U E

AUSTIN VOTER TURNOUT SINCE 2000

EVEN-YEAR NOVEMBER 
ELECTIONS

ALL OTHER 
ELECTIONS

51% 11.8%
Voter turnout Voter turnout

SOURCES: CITY OF AUSTIN/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 
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Since 2000 voter turnout in city elections is typically higher when there are federal 
candidates for congress, senate or president at the top of the ballot in even-numbered 

November elections. Austin can call special elections in either May or November. 
Through 2012, the city held its mayoral and council elections in May before switching 

to November in 2014. The chart does not include runoff elections.

Election took place in November Election took place in May

First City Council election since city voted 
to move City Council elections from May 
to November to increase voter turnout
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Emilio Gutierrez, MD
4400 Red River St., 78751 |  512-474-9000 | EmilioGutierrezFamilyMed.com

Icon® laser skin treatment
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For complete election coverage,
go to communityimpact.com/vote.

2006

24%

Create an 
electronic city data 

system?

2008

48%

Prohibit city from 
subsidizing retail 
like The Domain?

2016

44.3%

 Stop requiring 
fi ngerprinting 
for ride-share 

drivers?

2018

48.1%

Should citizens 
vote on land code 

rewrites?

2018

42.4%

Should the 
city undergo a 
fi nancial audit?

2006

31%

Expand use 
restrictions in Barton 

Spring zone?

2012

60.2%

Elect City Council 
from geographical 

districts?

Between 1968 and 2018, Austinites voted on 14 citizen-initiated ordinances that reached the ballot through the petition process. 
Voters have rejected eight and approved six citizen-initiated laws. Percentages indicate voters who favored passage of the ordinance.

way—if you have the resources, time 
and sanity to do it.”

Ironically, the 2012 ballot proposition 
to adopt the 10-1 system was brought by 
citizen-initiated petition, an e� ort led 
by Lewis. It was the same election when 
Austinites voted to lower the signature 
threshold to the smaller of 5% of regis-
tered voters or 20,000 valid signatures. 
The last time 5% of registered voters fell 
under 20,000 was in 1997, according to 
election records.

The Texas Municipal League, a cities’ 
rights organization, published a report 
on citizen initiatives ahead of 2019’s 86th 
Texas legislative session and warned of 
its vulnerabilities to well-funded special 
interests. The report said since cities are 
prohibited from spending public funds 
to advocate for or against ballot propo-
sitions, voters will likely “hear only the 
loudest voice on a given proposition” 
leading up to an election.

In 2016, special interests—Uber and 
Ly� —successfully funded a petition 
campaign to ask voters whether Austin 
should repeal a new law that required 
drivers for ride-hailing companies to 
undergo a � ngerprinting background 
check. Voters rejected Uber and Ly� ’s 
proposal at the polls, and the compa-
nies le�  town in protest until the Texas 
Legislature brought them back in 2017 

by overriding Austin’s ordinance. 

A GOVERNMENT BY TOO FEW?

Austin Mayor Steve Adler 
said citizen initiatives 
have a place in democ-
racy and agreed 
that there are 
some “global pol-
icy issues”—he 
referenced 10-1 
and 1992’s Save 
Our Springs 
ordinance that 
blocked devel-
opment inside 
the Barton Springs 
Zone—that are more 
appropriate for a citywide 
vote. However, he said issues 
that are overwhelmingly supported by 
council should be le�  at the dais.

“If people don’t like what a [unani-
mously voting] City Council is doing, 
they should just vote them out of o�  ce, 
as opposed to doing this kind of alter-
native,” Adler said. “What could be 
more pure than a vote? I understand 
that [logic] at a theoretical level but, in 
a practical sense, it’s less democratic.”

The mayor said he was especially 
concerned because voter turnout suf-
fers in o� -year elections, such as this 

upcoming one, from the lack of marquee 
races. Since 2000, election records show 
Austin’s turnout in even-year Novem-

ber elections is 51%, while all 
other elections produced 

an 11.8% turnout. 
Election records 

also show, histor-
ically, West Aus-
tin turns out at 
a higher rate 
than East Aus-
tin  , a central 
point behind 

the move to 10-1.
“Now we’re 

going back to a 
vote where all parts of 

the city don’t have equal 
power,” Adler said. “Di� er-

ent parts of the city will vote at higher 
percentages than others. So, the people 
who have an equal vote when the coun-
cil votes will not have an equal vote in 
this election. Just having an election 
isn’t the determining factor on whether 
something is democratic or not.”

Lewis contended that o� -year ballots 
only contain a few questions and allow 
voters to focus almost exclusively on the 
local issues instead of voters coming to 
ballots for statewide or national elec-
tions and casting an uneducated vote in 

the local races. Lewis also said state law 
requires valid petitions not adopted by 
City Council to be placed on ballots as 
soon as possible, and there was no plan 
for the vote  to be in an o� -year ballot.

Although the signature threshold for 
citizen initiatives was lowered in 2012, 
there have been conversations in City 
Hall around increasing it again. Adler 
said the soonest the city could amend 
its charter and change the threshold is 
2021, and the conversations remain in 
their infant stages. 

District 9 Council Member Kathie 
Tovo strongly supports the initiative pro-
cess but said increasing the threshold is 
a “conversation worth having with the 
community.” However, she emphasized 
voters, not petition signatures, decide 
an election. 

“And we need to do everything we can 
to increase the number of people voting 
in all of our elections,” Tovo said. 

Lewis acknowledged the process’s 
limitations but defended its place in a 
democratic society.

“The petition process isn’t perfect; 
representative democracy isn’t perfect,” 
Lewis said. “But is anything human 
really perfect?”

S
O

U
R

C
E:C

ITY
O

F
AUSTIN/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

A COMMON 
PRACTICE

Citizen-initiated petitions have 
become more frequent recently. 

KE Y Citizen-initiated ordinance failed
Citizen-initiated ordinance passed

1992-2015
8 petitions in 24 years

2016-2019
5 petitions in 4 years



www.sstx.org /admission  •  512-327-1213 ext. 210  •  admission@sstx.org

Discovery Weekend & Open House for Admission    |    Dec. 6-9

Discovery Weekend, Dec. 6-9
Campus visits for prospective boarding students. Financial aid workshop.

Sporting events and athletic competitions.
Fine arts performances. SSAT testing. 

Open House for Admission, Dec. 8, 1:30 p.m.
Experience our inspiring classroom environment. Attend athletics, 

fine arts and community service sessions. Meet coaches and instructors. 
Learn about the admission process.

These events are designed for prospective boarding 
and day students, grades 4 and above. 

To learn more and register, visit www.sstx.org/open-house.

Learn More. 
Live More. 
Become More.

Photography may include models or actors and may not represent actual patients. Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at 
Baylor Scott & White Institute for Rehabilitation and are neither employees nor agents of Baylor Scott & White Institute for Rehabilitation, Baylor Health Care 
System, Scott & White Healthcare, Baylor Scott & White Health, Select Medical Corporation or any of their subsidiaries or affiliates. Baylor Scott & White 
Institute for Rehabilitation is part of a comprehensive inpatient and outpatient rehabilitation network formed through a joint venture between Baylor Institute 
for Rehabilitation at Gaston Episcopal Hospital and Select Physical Therapy Texas Limited Partnership BIR JV, LLP, ©2019 BIR JV, LLP. BSWREHAB_126_2019 KCG

• Physical therapy
• Occupational therapy 
• Sports medicine 
• Work injuries 
• Balance disorders 
• Neck and back rehab

Austin • Buda • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Kyle • Lakeway
Leander • Onion Creek • Pflugerville • Round Rock

BSWRehab.com/Outpatient
888.722.9567 Appointments
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Sky Candy

1023 Springdale Road, 
Bldg. 8A, Austin

512-800-4998

www.skycandyaustin.com

Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 7:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; Tues., Thu. 
9 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; Sat.-Sun. 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

 G rowing up in New York, Winnie Hsia did not 
have access to dance or gymnastics classes, and 

team sports did not appeal to her. 
Hsia’s relationship to � tness changed, however, 

when she moved to Austin from New York 12 years 
ago. Along with some friends, she began taking group 
lessons at a local aerial studio, where she learned how 
to do gymnastic exercises and acrobatic stunts using 
two parallel silk ropes suspended from the ceiling. 

“It was really joyful for me to engage in a physical 
activity where I could see my own progress,” she said. 
“I was getting stronger by trying, but I also wasn’t 
being judged along the way.”

A� er about a year of group lessons, Hsia felt con� -
dent enough to join a class with strangers. 

“[The experience] really changed how I view my 
body and my capabilities,” she said.

A few years later, hoping to introduce others to 
these bene� ts, Hsia founded Sky Candy, an East 
Austin studio o� ering classes in the aerial arts, circus 
training and pole dancing in July 2010.

The studio’s mission is to provide a space that is 
welcoming to all, regardless of � tness level, gender, 
income or size. 

Initially, Hsia taught classes in the backyard of the 
Vortex Theater, stringing up a single aerial ring for 

students to use in the summer heat. 
A� er bouncing around to a few di� erent locations 

in East Austin, Sky Candy landed at Springdale Gen-
eral,  a new mixed-use development with a slew of 
local tenants from the creative industries, last year.  

With the encouragement from her sta� , Hsia also 
started a youth program at Sky Candy, fundraising 
money to support classes for at-risk youth and work-
ing with a licensed clinical social worker to help her 
sta�  take a therapeutic approach.

“It’s been so nice to be like, ‘Oh, I can now identify 
when someone is feeling stressed out ... [or] le�  out, 
when someone is frustrated with themselves for not 
being able to do something, and then help them and 
support them emotionally,” she said. 

Hsia brings an entrepreneurial spirit to the busi-
ness; she majored in marketing and accounting and 
ran social media  for Whole Foods Market. 

When she � rst moved to Austin, she also owned 
Naturally Tasty, a small vegan and macrobiotic cater-
ing company, for a period of time. 

While the new venture may seem di� erent, Hsia 
said both ful� ll a similar goal. 

“I realized the thing I actually wanted was to be 
able to create spaces where people could gather and 
feel connected to each other and feel joy,” she said.

Sky Candy
Local circus training and aerial arts studio welcomes everyone

BY EMMA FREER
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“I REALIZED THE THING I 
ACTUALLY WANTED WAS 
TO BE ABLE TO CREATE 
SPACE WHERE PEOPLE 
COULD GATHER ... 

AND FEEL JOY.
— Sky Candy owner 

Winnie Hsia

A student practices on an aerial hoop at Sky Candy.

An advanced student practices using aerial silks at Sky 
Candy. 

Inside the ring Classes at Sky Candy include:

Intro to Aerials 
Mastering 

Handstands

Teen Circus Club 
(for grades 8-12)

N
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✪WHITE WING TRAIL

austin

buda

2001

35

Just 15 minutes south of downtown Austin, Sunfield offers

homeowners a break from the daily grind. Enjoy the miles of

hike and bike trails, catch and release ponds, the dog park 

or our two Amazing Amenity Centers including Swimming 

Pools, a New Lazy River and plenty of shade!

master-planned living south of austin from $200s
CASTLEROCK  •  CENTEX  •  CHESMAR HOMES
GEHAN HOMES  •  PULTE HOMES  •  WILLIAM LYON HOMES

Sunfieldtx.com

Lazy River Amenity Center Now Open!

Sale
Wine

oct 28-nov 16

*Sale runs 10/28/19-11/16/19. Valid on regular priced 750ml bottles of Twin Sourced wine. Some exclusions apply. Please drink responsibly.
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El Mercado

A.1302 S. First St. 
512-447-7445

B. 1702 Lavaca St. 
512-477-7689

C. 7414 Burnet 
Road
512-454-2500

www.elmercador-
estaurant.com
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DINING FEATURE

 T ony Villegas, owner of El Mercado, said he 
remembers the � rst 15 years of running the 

Austin Tex-Mex restaurant as the golden era. 
El Mercado opened on South First Street in 1985 as 

a Mexican food market with a small kitchen, where 
customers could pick up masa or spices and grab 
something to eat at the counter.

Eventually, customers wanted a place to sit down, 
and so Villegas and his father, Camilo Villegas, had 
to clear out some of the shelves to make space. In 
time, the restaurant swallowed up the market as El 
Mercado’s expansion continued to an outdoor patio. 
In those days, Villegas said, business was good for 
Tex-Mex restaurants in Austin.

“The ‘90s were the mecca,” Villegas said. 
Then, around 2011 or 2012, Villegas said the Aus-

tin population boom hit, and skyrocketing property 
values in a changing neighborhood created chal-
lenges. Villlegas said four years ago, he paid about 
$36,000 in annual property taxes at the South origi-
nal location. This year, that bill was more $100,000. 

Land values have made it di�  cult for El Mercado 
to break even, according to Villegas. Some longtime 
Austin staples, such as Threadgill’s, have chosen to 
close rather than continuing to battle those changes. 

But Villegas said he does not have any plans to 
get out of the restaurant business or to close any of 
El Mercado’s three locations.

Some of that tendency to hang on may come from 
his family. Camilo, Villegas said, greeted customers 
and � xed anything that might break in the restau-
rant until the day he died in 2007 at age 82, and 
Tony’s mother, Gudelia Villasana Villegas, drove 
herself to work at the El Mercado o�  ce until her 
death this August at age 90.

Villegas said he’s still doing his best to follow his 
parents’ example, and his favorite customer feed-
back comes from that same ethic. 

According to Villegas, when diners say “the owner 
is always there, and he always cares,” it gives him 
inspiration to come to work every day.

BY JACK FLAGLER

El Mercado
Longtime Tex-Mex staple has 
weathered 34 years of change

Mixed grill fajitas 
($16.25)

This entree is 
served with grilled 

steak, onions, 
carrots, zucchini 

and peppers and 
comes with sides 

of rice, beans and 
tortillas.
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Tacos al pastor 
($10.75) 

Marinated pork 
and pineapple 

tacos are served 
with lime, onions, 

cilantro and 
guacamole.

Trailer Park 
Tacos ($7.99) 

These mini-tacos 
feature brisket 

and Monterey jack 
cheese and are 
served on corn 

tortillas. 

El Mercado owner
Tony Villegas
opened the original 
location of the restaurant 
on South First Street as a 
Mexican food market.
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GOTTA FEED THE 
WHOLE TEAM?

OUR PARTY PACKS ARE HERE TO TAKE YOUR 
GAME TO THE NEXT LEVEL.

TO PLACE YOUR ORDER, CONTACT YOUR NEAREST
TORCHY’S LOCATION OR VISIT US ONLINE

TORCHYS.COM/CATERING
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BETTER HEARING OPENS THE
DOORS TO SPECIAL MOMENTS

720 W 34th St, #110
Austin, TX 78705
(512) 346-7600

1401 Medical Pkwy Bldg B, #307
Cedar Park, TX 78613
(512) 354-1489

FALL INTO BETTER HEARING
(please mention this ad when making your appointment)

 Hearing & Hearing Aid Services

 Austin Auditory Specialists
 Hearing & Hearing Aid Services

 Austin Auditory Specialists

Annual Hi, How Are You Day

Jan. 22, 2020 

ACL Live at the Moody Theater

310 Willie Nelson Blvd., Austin 

Lineup and ticket prices TBD

www.hihowareyou.org
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NONPROFIT

 O n Jan. 22, 2018, Daniel Johnston’s 
57th birthday, the Austin music 

and arts community came together for 
the � rst Hi, How Are You Day. Inspired 
by local musician Johnston, who dealt 
with mental health challenges through-
out his life, Austinites were encouraged 
to check in on each other and talk 
about what weighed on them. A concert 
featured a lineup of Johnston and other 
local artists, and a� erwards, Hi, How 
Are You Day co-founders Tom Gimbel 
and Courtney Blanton remembered an 
outpouring of support coming in from 
around the world. 

That 2018 concert at the Mohawk on 
Red River Street would be Johnston’s 
last live performance, according to 
Gimbel. A� er Johnston died on Sept. 11, 
2019, fans le�  candles, cassette tapes 
and notes at his “Hi, How Are You?” 
mural at 21st and Guadalupe streets. 

Musicians—from Beck to Glen Han-
sard—paid tribute on social media. 

Gimbel, the general manager of the 
“Austin City Limits” television show 
and Johnston’s manager since 1993, 
said Johnston’s emotional sincerity and 
openness about his struggles are part of 
what made his work resonate.

“I think it’s Daniel’s courage and his 
honesty in songwriting. All artists wish 
that they could have that type of ability 
to just be so open and connect with 
emotion in such a raw way,” Gimbel 
said. 

The Hi, How Are You Project hopes 
Johnston’s legacy will inspire open dis-
cussions about mental illness. Blanton 
said she wants the next step to be even 
more speci� c interactions and research. 

“There are so many amazing artists 
out there talking about how it’s 
OK to not be OK. I want to have the 

conversation about, ‘Why is it that 
you’re feeling that way?’” she said. 

The third annual Hi, How Are You 
Day is scheduled to take place Jan. 22 
at ACL Live at the Moody Theater, but 
the foundation is doing more than 
just planning the event. The Hi, How 
Are You Project is also working with 
businesses; schools; and groups, such 
as American Campus Communities, to 
teach people how to talk about mental 
health issues with students, coworkers, 
family members or friends. 

There is a misconception, according 
to Blanton, that expertise is always 
needed to have those challenging 
discussions, but she said as Johnston’s 
mural signi� es, sometimes just check-
ing in and asking “Hi, how are you?” 
can make a di� erence.  

“Mostly, you just need to listen,” 
Blanton said. 

BY JACK FLAGLERHi, How Are You Project
Mental health awareness nonprofi t celebrates Daniel Johnston’s life

1.Daniel Johnston, who rose to fame in 
the 1980s Austin music scene, painted 
the “Hi, How Are You” mural in 1993 at 
21st and Guadalupe streets. He record-
ed a 1983 album of the same name.
2. Johnston died Sept. 11 at the age of 
58.

WILLIE NELSON BLVD.
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When Daniel Johnston was working at 
a theme park in the 1980s in Houston, 
he found a box of rubber frogs in the 
garbage with “hi how are you” writ-
ten on the outside. That became the 
inspiration for 
a1983 album, and 
in 1993 Johnston 
painted the mural 
on the Drag. 

THE INSPIRATION BEHIND 
“HI, HOW ARE YOU”
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published by Biological Psychiatry. 
Previously, law-enforcement agen-

cies and prosecutors relied on tests 
of suspected marijuana to prove the 
presence of THC, o�  cials said. Now, 
some prosecutors—including in Travis 
County—require tests that prove the 
concentration of THC in a sample is 
above 0.3%, the new legal threshold.

“There was no such thing as hemp 
before the bill passed,” Travis County 
Attorney David Escamilla said. “All of 
it was illegal.” 

Only a few private labs around the 
country o� er this type of testing. 

A spokesperson for the Texas 
Department of Public Safety said the 
department estimates it will cost $8.5 
million for the necessary resources to 
implement the new law.

Travis County District Attorney 
Margaret Moore and County Attorney 
David Escamilla have both said they 
will not accept marijuana-related 
cases without lab results. In response, 
local law-enforcement agencies have 
instituted inconsistent policies regard-
ing the enforcement of laws related to 
marijuana, which remains illegal. 

“We kind of have our hands tied for 
the misdemeanor, and even for the fel-
ony, cases,” Travis County Sheri�  Sally 
Hernandez said. 

The Austin Police Department is 
working to gain access to testing that 
is more a� ordable, Chief of Sta�  Troy 
Gay said. But some council members 
question whether tax dollars should be 
spent to prosecute low-level o� enses. 

“[T]he purpose of this bill was not 
essentially to be a quasi-decriminal-
ization,” said Hunter White, communi-
cations director of the Houston-based 
organization Republicans Against 
Marijuana Prohibition. “That’s just an 
unintended side e� ect.” 

LAW AND DISORDER 

A� er the law took e� ect June 10, 

CONTINUED FROM 1

SOURCES: NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE REFORM OF MARIJUANA LAWS, TEXAS LEGISLATURE ONLINE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

Marijuana legalized 
or decriminalized

25 states

Medical marijuana 
legalized

34 states

Hemp legalized

42 states

Marijuana reform activists said there are three tenets of their 
platform: legalization of marijuana for medical use, legalization of 

hemp and legalization of marijuana for recreational use. 

Moore and Escamilla announced 
their o�  ces would not accept mari-
juana cases unless accompanied by a 
test proving the THC concentration is 
above the legal limit.

“It’s an ongoing problem, and we 
continue to address it the best we can,” 
Moore said.

Her o�  ce handles felonies, which 
pertain to larger amounts of mari-
juana, and has recommended that law 
enforcement consult with her o�  ce on 
a case-by-case basis.

“At this point, there has not been 
a case that has been sent for testing 
because of the expense and the lack of 
budget to pay for [it],” she said. 

Between June 10, when the law 
took e� ect, and Sept. 19, law-enforce-
ment agencies � led 125 marijuana- or 
THC-related felony cases with Moore’s 
o�  ce; of those, 103 were dismissed, 
and the remaining 22 are pending, 
according to her o�  ce. 

Informed that local prosecutors 
would generally not accept cases, 
law-enforcement agencies had to 
determine their own policies.

APD continues to issue citations and 
make arrests for marijuana charges, 
Gay said, even though those charges 
will not be prosecuted unless testing is 
conducted. 

“We believe that in the urban envi-
ronment that we are in, if we were not 
to take action, that we would see an 
increase in the consumption and the 
use [of marijuana],” Gay said, adding 
that crime—including violent crime—
might also potentially rise. 

APD estimates it will be able to test 
for THC concentration in the next six 
to 12 months, Gay said. Because the 
statute of limitations for most mari-
juana-related charges is two years, this 
allows for such charges to be prose-
cuted in the future. 

The county sheri� ’s o�  ce, how-
ever, directed its sta�  in a July 5 memo 
not to issue citations or arrests for 

going GREEN

82.4%
The percentage of 
marijuana or THC-

related felony cases 
fi led between June 

10 and Sept. 19 that 
were dismissed by the 
Travis County District 

Attorney’s offi ce

SOURCE: TRAVIS COUNTY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S 

OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

Texas legalized medical 
marijuana in 2015

Texas legalized 
hemp in June2019



WholeEarthProvision.comWholeEarthProvision.com

W
ho

n C
o. 

FALL 19

Central Austin edition • October 2019 37

THC content < 1%

Hemp

PHOTOS COURTESY ADOBE STOCK

Marijuana

USESUSES

WHAT IS THE LAW? WHAT IS THE LAW?

THC content typically between 3%-15%

MISDEMEANOR

FELONY

Possession < 4 oz., sale of < 7 grams

Possession > 4 oz.,sale > 7 grams or 
to a minor

SOURCES: AUSTIN POLICE DEPARTMENT, BIOLOGICAL PSYCHIATRY JOURNAL, TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, TEXAS LEGISLATURE ONLINE, TEXAS NORML, TRAVIS COUNTY DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY’S OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.

Budding KNOWLEDGE 

marijuana-related misdemeanors. 
“If the county attorney is not going 

to prosecute the cases without a lab 
report … our e� orts and our resources 
need to be focused on other crimes 
that are going to be prosecuted,” Her-
nandez said.  

Because of these policies, Austinites 
can receive di� erent treatment for the 
same o� ense depending on where they 
are stopped and by whom. 

In a July 18 letter to prosecutors 
around Texas, the legislative lead-
ership—Gov. Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick, Speaker Dennis Bonnen 
and Attorney General Ken Paxton—
defended the new law. 

But local o�  cials and advocates for 
marijuana reform criticized   lawmak-
ers for sowing confusion. 

“This was not some kind of unfore-
seen occurrence,” said Jax Finkel, 
executive director of the Texas chapter 
of the National Organization for the 

Reform of Marijuana Laws. She added 
that legislators heard testimony about 
the impact this law would have on 
already overburdened labs. 

“It is unfortunate, what comes from 
the Capitol, they don’t always contact 
or take into consideration the people 
who are having to enforce things,” Her-
nandez said.

NEW RULES 

Long before June 10, e� orts were 
underway in Travis County to divert 
low-level, nonviolent drug o� enders 
from the criminal justice system. 

“Travis County has not aggressively 
prosecuted marijuana cases for ages,” 
Escamilla said. “We’re all about diver-
sion.” 

The Legislature passed a law in 2007 
known as “cite and release,” allowing 
law enforcement to issue citations for 
certain eligible misdemeanors—includ-
ing marijuana possession—rather than 

Both hemp and marijuana are byproducts of cannabis, but they are cultivated differently, leading to different 
levels of the psychoactive compound THC and different uses.

Possession > 4 oz.,sale > 7 grams or 

THC content typically between 3%-15%

Possession < 4 oz., sale of < 7 grams

Possession > 4 oz.,sale > 7 grams or 

THC content typically between 3%-15%

Possession < 4 oz., sale of < 7 grams

Possession > 4 oz.,sale > 7 grams or 

make arrests. 
Individuals who are cited avoid a 

night in jail and are told to appear in 
court at a future date to go through an 
abbreviated booking process. 

Travis County implemented this 
policy; the Commissioners Court 
amended it in 2012 to allow those who 
had received citations to take a class to 
avoid an arrest record. 

More recently, in June 2018, Austin 
City Council passed two “Freedom 
City” ordinances, one of which was 
intended to reduce racial disparities in 
discretionary arrests—in cases eligible 
for a citation.

Although federal data shows similar 
rates of marijuana use across racial 
groups, in 2017 black residents com-
prised 32% of discretionary arrests for 
low-level marijuana possession in Aus-
tin despite comprising less than 8% of 
the population, per the ordinance. 

Between Jan. 1 and June 30, APD 

made 98 discretionary arrests for Class 
A and B misdemeanors, which include 
marijuana possession, according to 
department reports. 

This represents a decrease in the 
use of discretionary arrests since the 
policies took e� ect—APD made 134 
discretionary arrests in the � rst quar-
ter of 2018 alone—but racial disparities 
persist. Black residents made up 44 of 
those 98 discretionary arrests, per the 
reports.

BLAZING AHEAD 

With this law in e� ect and the Leg-
islature not scheduled to reconvene 
until January 2021, law-enforcement 
agencies are working to access testing 
that meets prosecutor standards.

APD has been awarded a grant that 
would cover the costs of purchasing 
a machine to allow for testing of THC 
concentration, Gay said. But Aus-
tin City Council will need to approve 
accepting the award. 

“We have serious concerns about the 
use of scarce taxpayers funds for these 
purposes,” Mayor Pro Tem Delia Garza 
and Council Member Greg Casar wrote 
in an Aug. 22 post to the council mes-
sage board. 

In addition to � nancial concerns, 
advocates for marijuana reform said 
attitudes are changing.

A 2018 University of Texas/Texas 
Tribune poll found 84% of Texas vot-
ers would legalize marijuana for some 
uses. 

“[People are] starting to realize it’s 
always been costly for taxpayers to 
subsidize putting people away for pos-
session of a plant—and it’s only getting 
more costly,” Finkel said.

Advocates for reform and prosecu-
tors agree that more change is likely. 

“I think it’s a policy issue that is just 
starting out,” Escamilla said.

Illegal in TexasLegal in Texas if < 0.3% THC

Used for fabrics, body 
care, food and plastics

Used as medicine and as a 
psychoactive drug



Window cleaning Pressure washing

Holiday lightingGutter cleaning

CALL 512-729-3524

While many of our customers are homeowners, we 
also offer our services to commercial clients. From 

restaurants, banks, and small businesses to hospitals, 
airports, and apartment buildings, Shine ensures your 

windows and other glass features sparkle.

‘Tis the season to

Light it up!

SHINE HOLIDAY LIGHTING
512-729-3524
SHINEOFWESTLAKE.COM
westlake@shineinfo.com

Call to schedule next week!

if you mention this adTake 25% off

WE provide LED lights
WE install the lights
WE maintain the lights

WE take the lights down
WE store the lights for you
Next year the PRICE DROPS!

C A LL  TO DAY  8 6 6.9 8 9.6 8 0 8

INSTANT 
EXPOSURE

State-of-the-art targeting capabilities allow you 

to deliver geographically within a radius 

of your business or to specific neighborhoods 

that meet your demographic profile.

T A R G E T  O N L Y  T H E 
N E I G H B O R H O O D S 
YO U  WA N T  TO  RE AC H

• POSTCARDS 
• INSERTS

• STICKY NOTES

Designed, printed and mailed– 
starting at 11¢ a piece.
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Home Products

Visit our NEW 30,000 sf showroom

5811 Trade Center Dr, Bldg 7
Austin, TX 78744

(512) 916-9354

TriSupplyHome.com

71
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Trade Center Dr.I-35

SAVE $100

PRO 575 & PRO 780

PRO 575 & PRO 780 on

PRO 575 & PRO 780
OFFER GOOD FROM NOV 11TH - DEC 2ND

FEATURES
Pro D2 Controller WiFIRE TechnologyR

D2   Direct DriveR TurboTemp R GrillGuide R

Advanced Grilling Logic R Meat Probe

Extra Grill Rack Hopper Clean-Out

HUGE SELECTION OF TRAEGER

Available at Tri-Supply

SaucesRubs
Pellets

Grill Accessories
Shelves Covers
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RECENT PROPERTY LISTINGS

ZIP 
code

Subdivision Address Bed/
bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78701 Milago Condominiums 54 Rainey St., Unit 607 2br/2ba $475,000   1,164 Krystle Copulos Compass RE Texas LLC 512-659-9329

78701 Austonian Condo 
Community

200 Congress Ave., Unit 53 2br/3ba $4,441,000   3,161 Sarah Railey Moreland Properties 512-623-3633

78702 Fourth & Austin 
Condominiums

1800 E. Fourth St., Unit 228 1br/1ba $330,000   673 Ricky Cain Keller Williams Realty 512-794-6643

78702 W.C. Belcher 2100 E. 17th St. 2br/1ba $400,000   1,226 Jennifer Felix Keller Williams Realty 775-224-6448

78702 Chestnut 1805 E. 16th St., Unit B 3br/3ba $619,000   1,741 Sarah Thomas Compass RE Texas LLC 512-786-5165

78702 Govalle 1010 Cherico St. 4br/3ba $925,000   2,528 Robert Albertson Realty Austin 512-653-8939

78702 W.C. Belcher 2205 E. 18th St., Unit 1 3br/1ba $374,900   1,080 Perry Henderson Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-791-7462

78704 Newning & Warners 411 W. Annie St. 3br/2ba $1,300,000   2,362 Cord Shiflet Moreland Properties 512-751-2673

78704 Hamilton Norris 2200 Rundell Place 4br/3ba $2,500,000   3,405 Vince Heinz Compass RE Texas LLC 512-905-3030

78704 James E. Bouldin 605 W. Johanna St. 3br/3ba $895,000   1,901 Kent Redding Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-797-5737

78704 Milam Grove 2800 Del Curto Road 3br/3ba $1,195,000   2,985 Clayton Bullock Moreland Properties 512-797-6446

78704 Sun Terrace 2017 Ford St. 4br/3ba $2,175,000   3,200 Vince Heinz Compass RE Texas LLC 512-905-3030

78704 Travis Heights 1107 Mariposa Drive 2br/2ba $775,000   1,638 Ernie Hatton Compass RE Texas LLC 512-507-5142

78704 Williamson 402 Krebs Lane 3br/1ba $324,900   1,382 Jeremy Kritt RE/MAX 512-387-4835

78704 Barton Heights 1902 Collier St. 3br/4ba $1,573,000   2,357 Aaron Nann Realty Austin 512-923-3355

78704 Fairview Park 1601 Brackenridge St. 3br/2ba $874,500   1,454 Joseph Longton Kuper Sotheby's Intl. Realty 512-633-5186

78704 South Heights 915 James St., Unit 1 3br/4ba $1,600,000   2,291 Thomas Joseph Keller Williams Realty 512-850-8974

78722 Forest Hills 2807 French Place 4br/3ba $745,000   2,110 Jacquelyn Einaugler Compass RE Texas LLC 512-771-5557

78722 Avalon 1204 E. 30th St. 2br/1ba $416,000   1,100 Bee Sharma Realty Austin 512-751-4589

78723 Royal Oak Estates 5804 Thames Drive 3br/2ba $409,900   1,627 Denny Holt Compass RE Texas LLC 512-694-1103

78723 Riverbend 6803 Langston Drive 3br/3ba $309,000   1,664 Richard Bredahl RE/MAX Capital City 512-238-7706

78723 Brookside Estates 2013 Singing Brook 3br/2ba $477,900   1,526 Lauren Shallcross Compass RE Texas LLC 512-921-5678

78723 Manor Hills 5410 Overbrook Drive 3br/2ba $325,000   1,529 Mark Clausen Compass RE Texas LLC 512-853-0846

78731 Dry Creek Condominiums 5900 Mountainclimb Drive, Unit 1 2br/1ba $299,900   1,257 Tamara Morris Keller Williams Lake Travis 512-296-8899

78731 Northwest Hills Lakeview 5900 Upvalley Run 4br/3ba $815,000   2,948 Kate Hamlin Realty Austin 512-436-3030

78731 Northwest Hills Mesa Oaks 4104 Far West Blvd. 4br/3ba $749,000   2,833 Katherine Brooks Kuper Sotheby's Intl. Realty 512-656-2722

78751 Ridgetop Annex 4502 Depew Ave. 3br/3ba $790,000   2,180 Kirk Lewis BHGRE HomeCity 512-422-2495

78751 R.R. Massey 1004 E. 49th St. 3br/3ba $550,000   1,676 Clay Byrne Keller Williams Realty 512-942-7880

78751 Ridgetop Annex 4801 Red River St. 3br/2ba $499,000   1,250 Catherine Prather Moreland Properties 512-297-8150

78751 Highlands 5105 Avenue F 2br/1ba $399,900   1,008 Robert Lane Realty Austin 512-785-7698

78751 Reed William 4611 Avenue H 3br/2ba $525,000   1,262 Steven Crossland Keller Williams Realty 512-850-5450

78756 Rosedale 4703 Ramsey Ave. 2br/1ba $495,000   1,386 Melanie McNearney Realty Austin 512-657-5996

78757 Kennerly 1214 Stobaugh St. 2br/1ba $435,000   1,064 Diane Goode JBGoodwin Realtors Northwest 512-789-0305

78757 Dixie Terrace 8311 Bowling Green Drive 2br/1ba $345,000   600 Jeff Kress RE/MAX 512-791-7744

78757 The Palm Condominiums 2500 Steck Ave., Unit 25 1br/1ba $185,000   680 Patrick Eitel Keller Williams Realty 512-293-9124

78757 Allandale West 6119 Janey Drive 4br/3ba $825,000   2,852 Sharmin Rashid Team Price Real Estate 512-363-6934

1010 Cherico St.

4801 Red River St.

2807 French Place

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 10/12/19 and 10/21/19 were provided by Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community 
Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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DESSERT (Dine in, Dinner Only)

with purchase 
of 2 Entrees 

SOUTH
3201 BEE CAVES RD #148

512-329-0234

NORTH
3616 FAR WEST BLVD

512-241-1732

NOW SERVING

TRADITIONAL
INDIAN

NEPALESE
CUISINE

AT 2 LOCATIONS

THE PATH TO HAPPY FEET

Men and Women, 
we have your 

favorite brands!

KARAVEL AUSTIN
5501 BURNET RD
(512) 459-7603

SAVE 

$15 OFF
a purchase of $100 or more on regularly priced 
or clearance items. Discount is for the  TOTAL 

PURCHASE, not for each individual item. 
Use code 19impact to redeem

Comfort
    never looked

   so good
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REAL ESTATE

HOMES SOLD  (SEPTEMBER 2019)

Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

$149,999 or less - - - - - - - 1/5 - - -

$150,000-$199,999 - - - 1/55 3/17 - - 2/57 1/7 1/0 4/33

$200,000-$299,999 - - - 14/29 4/128 1/12 5/32 2/47 - 1/16 2/11

$300,000-$399,999 2/128 10/54 3/29 4/44 2/81 4/46 12/16 3/37 1/135 1/45 3/24

$400,000-$499,999 2/25 17/19 1/149 7/35 - 3/7 7/29 1/0 2/28 3/95 11/16

$500,000-$599,999 2/39 7/22 4/12 5/102 1/6 2/87 4/10 2/41 3/15 - 7/16

$600,000-$799,999 1/62 8/38 7/37 10/37 2/59 1/24 2/89 15/41 3/30 1/18 6/34

$800,000-$999,999 3/93 2/19 3/25 7/78 - - - 2/4 1/4 - 1/9

$1 million+ 4/71 1/0 15/127 5/67 - - - 5/34 - 2/72 1/0

MARKET DATA

Price 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

$1 million

$900,000

$800,000

$700,000

$600,000
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$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN SEPTEMBER  2019  2018 VS.  2019

43.16%

-0.24%

-0.23%

23.24%

-12.00%

-9.28% 4.15%

-11.75% 13.46%

16.77%

5.36%
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$24.99 Reg.

$18.99 Veg.

Our 25th annual thanksgiving Feast INCLUDES: OvEN ROaStED 
tURkEy BREaSt, Cornbread Stuffing,  Giblet Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Cranberry 
Relish, Fresh Green Beans, Soup or Salad, Bread & Butter; tea, Coffee or Soda.  
vEGEtaRIaN: More of Everything (except turkey),  
Cornbread Stuffing, veggie Gravy.  
Special price for children 10 and under.   
Served continuously 11:00am to 7:00pm.
4206 Duval st. (42nd & Duval)., 512-458-3168

Join us for a traditional 
thanksgiving Day feast
Join us for a traditional 
thanksgiving Day feast

DEALS THIS MONTH

BEAUTY & FITNESS
HIT Athletic ............................................... 46

DINING
Cafe Blue ................................................... 44

Cooper’s Old Time Pit Bar-B-Que ............... 47

Cuba 512 ................................................... 42

Eldorado Cafe ............................................ 45

Kome Sushi Kitchen ................................... 43

Magnolia Cafe ........................................... 47

Woko Loco ................................................. 45

ENTERTAINMENT
Cafe Monet Art Studios  ............................. 45

HOME & GARDEN
Fashion Floors ........................................... 47

The Great Outdoors ................................... 44

Shoal Creek Nursery .................................. 42

MEDICAL
Austin Hearing Aid Center ......................... 42

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
1Up Repairs LLC ........................................ 44

A.I. Sprinklers ............................................ 43

Austin Estate Gate ..................................... 43

Critter Ridder ............................................ 46

Groovy Automotive ................................... 45

The Art Alterations ..................................... 46

The Tree Man ............................................. 46

RETAIL
Assistance League of Austin ....................... 42

Sew Much More ......................................... 43



SHOP our non-profi t THRIFT 
HOUSE for the holidays! 

Every dollar spent transforms the lives of children 
and adults through our philanthropic programs. 
Staffed and administered entirely by volunteers

4901 Burnet Rd. Austin, 78757
www.alaustin.org | (512) 458-371

Upscale Retail at Aff ordable Prices

Bring this ad and receive a FREE GIFT
while supplies last from November 14 to November 27
Open 10:00-4:30 Wed.-Sat. (open late on Thursday until 7:30!)

MONDAY-FRIDAY  4PM-7PM
906 Congress Ave, Austin 78701

Specialty Drinks

Appetizers
TROPICAL CEVICHE

CUBAN TAMAL
BLACK BEAN HUMMUS

YUCA CON MOJOMADUROS
MARIQUITAS

CUBA 512 MOJITO
HEMINGWAY’S A LAS ROCAS

CUBA LIBRE
FROZEN DAIQUIRIS 

MARGARITAS

Half Price
SPECIALTY DRINKS

& Half Price
APPETIZERS

$3.50

DOWNTOWN LOCATION

W W W. H E A R A U S T I N . C O M

H E A R I N G  L O S S  S O L U T I O N S

We listen so you can hear
• Free Hearing Screening
• Hearing Aid Repairs
• Most Insurances Accepted 
•  45-day trial period

$500 OFF
a pair of Signia 

Hearing Aids 
with ad

      W. BEN WHITE

M
AN

C
H

AC
A 

RD
.

7 1

3 6 0

4403 Manchaca Rd
Austin, TX 78745

5 1 2 - 4 4 4 - 8 6 8 4

WILLIAM A. (BILL) RUDOLPH
MA, FAAA
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SALES ★ REPAIR ★ INSTALLATION

The Residential Perimeter Security Specialists

512-296-2671www.austinestategate.com
anthony@austinestategate.com

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE

• Automatic Gates
• Telephone Entry
• Radio Controls
• Video Security
• Ornamental Iron

• Wood Fencing
• Rails
• Refurbishing
• Powerwashing
• Replacement Remotes

Buy ONE remote, get ONE FREE! One coupon per residence ($50 value)

aisprinklers@yahoo.com
www.aisprinklers.com

512-808-3082

Specializing in Sprinkler Installation, 
Repair and Drainage.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Over 
25  Years

Experience!

A $115 value. (for only up to a 
12 zone system) Expires 11/25/19.

SPRINKLER SYSTEM CHECK

$59.00
We Accept Credit & Debit Cards

Israel Solis,
Owner LI8013

& DRAINAGE

   SEW
AMAZING!
S E W I N G  C L A S S E S  F O R  A L L  S K I L L  L E V E L S

Looking to start a home business, make gifts,
or enhance your DIYs?

Between our project classes and training sessions, you’ll be a 
master when it comes to knowing a sewing, embroidery, or 

overlock machine and its capabilities.

www.sewaustin.com • (512) 452 – 3166

SIGN UP FOR A CLASS TODAY!

TRAINING • BEGINNER • INTERMEDIATE
QUILTING • EMBROIDERY • GARMENTS

AND MORE!

OUR GIFT CARDS CAN BE USED 
AT ALL OF OUR STORES!

NEED A GIFT FOR A 
SUSHI AND RAMEN 

LOVER? GET A 
GIFT CARD!

BUY $100 
IN GIFT 

CARDS, GET 
$15 IN KOMÉ 

BUCKS!
[   Ask your server or bartender 

for more information   ]

KOMÉ | DARUMA RAMEN
NI�KOMÉ | SA�TÉN COFFEE

Komé Bucks may be picked up 
(proof of gift card purchase required) 

and redeemed at Komé only.
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Your One-Stop Fall Decor Shop

20% OFF ANY PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE
Limit one coupon per customer per day.
Must present this ad. Expires 11/25/19

2730 S. Congress • gonursery.com • 512.448.2992

Register online at www.gonursery.com/events | Classes start at 11:00

A GARDEN STORE & SO MUCH MORE!

Join us the 1st Saturday of every month for our

Fairy Garden Workshop

CTA

Pumpkins, scarecrows, fall flowers, seasonal 
veggies, and more! 

Pumpkins, scarecrows, fall flowers, seasonal 
veggies, and more! 

Your One-Stop Fall Decor Shop

iPhone Screen Repair
Done in 30 Minutes!

ANY REPAIR UP TO $10! 
MUST PRESENT COUPON

AT TIME OF REPAIR

1UPREPAIRS.COM
Over 200 5-Star Reviews!

MONDAY-SUNDAY 10-7
2004 Guadalupe St.
(512) 271-2000

13729 Research Blvd 
Ste. 880
(512) 271-2000

102 W. 3rd St.
(512) 600-1125

2620 S. Lamar Ste. C
(512) 271-2000

Downtown Aust in
512.428.5796

Hil l  Country Gal ler ia
512.366.5230

cafebluetx.com

Perfectly Plated
Casual Dining

Happy Hour
All Day Monday | 3p-6p Tuesday-Friday

Now Taking Holiday
Party Reservations
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WE OFFER A VARIETY OF SERVICES TO KEEP YOUR 
CAR ON THE ROAD, WHERE IT BELONGS.

CHECK OUT THESE

Groovy SPECIALS

Groovy Automotive • (512) 450-0951
4011 Red River St, Austin, TX 78751
Groovy Lube • (512) 275-0535
3511 Guadalupe St, Austin, TX 78705
Mon - Fri: 7am - 6pm, Sat: 7am - 5pm

½ PRICE 
OIL CHANGE*

(synthetic extra) 
(Groovy Lube Only) 
Expires 12/31/19

$5 OFF
STATE 

INSPECTION*

*MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

Expires 12/31/19

One Box.
Infinite Combinations.

Savor infinite combinations of  veggies, proteins and unique sauces!

Open Daily 10:30 am to 9 pm • www.wokoloco.com 

purchase of  $10 or more.
Expires 11/28/19

1201 Barbara Jordan Blvd 1280
Austin, TX 78723

E. 51 St.

Lancaster D
r.Barbara Jordan Blvd.

I-35

S 2 OFFS

Conveniently located in Mueller

WWW.CAFEMONET.ORG

Now Booking Ornament 
Painting Par ties 

at your place or in our studios. 
Reserve online or call us today. 

ART STUDIOS
TWO LOCATIONS

CELEBRATING 19 YEARS

OF BUSINESS!

Buy 3 ornaments
Get 1 FREE

($12 value) May not be combined with other 
savings, specials, rewards or discounts.

Expires 12/15/2019

ADDRESS
3300 W. Anderson Ln.

Austin, TX 78757
(512) 420-2222

www.eldoradocafeatx.com

Tues–Sat: 7:30am to 9:30pm
Sun: 8:30am to 8:30pm

Closed Mondays
Happy Hour, Tue-Fri, 4p-6p

HOURS

Free
COFFEE
with purchase of 
breakfast entree.  

Buy 1 breakfast taco get 1 

Free

Mexican-inspired comfort food in a casual, seated 
dining and drinking destination.

Tuesday - Friday 7:30 to 11:00. 
Expires 11/28/19

OR

ORDER
ONLINE
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CERTIF IED ARBORIST 
TEXAS TREE SPECIALIST
PRUNING 
REMOVALS 
FERTIL IZATION 
PLANTING

FREE  
QUOTES

$25 OFF  
Your $200+ Total

$50 OFF  
Your $500+ Total

AUSTINTREEMAN.COM • (512) 567- 3555 •  CHECK OUT OUR 
YELP REVIEWS!

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

DON’T 
LET THE 

CRITTERS 
SPOOK YOU!

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Up to $150 in savings.
Must present coupon.
Valid for cash or check 

payments only.
Expires 11/30/19

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation
HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

O
F
F5%

NEW 
LOCATION 
OPEN!

VISIT US AT OUR NEW LOCATION
5446 W. US Hwy 290 Service Rd. Ste. 106 | 512-373-8664

3720 S. Congress Ave. Ste. A | 512-448-9996 
thear ta l terat ions.net

1s
t S

t.

Congress Ave.

Slaughter Ln.

35

290

1826

71

With this ad get

15%
your fi rst alteration services

OF
F
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OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY, 

8 DAYS A WEEK

E V E R Y B O D Y  K N O W S E V E R Y B O D Y  G O E S

MAGNOLIACAFEAUSTIN.COM

2304 LAKE AUSTIN BLVD

1920 S. CONGRESS AVE

40 YearsCelebrating 

I N  A U S T I N

FreeFree

MUST PRESENT COUPON, 
LIMIT 1 PER TABLE WITH 

PURCHASE OF A BEVERAGE 
BETWEEN 3-7 PM

Queso or 
Mag Mud
Queso or 
Mag Mud

G
et

 o
ut of traffi c and into queso

AUSTIN ICONS

Fashion Floors installing 
beautiful fl oors since 1965!

7301 Burnet Rd. Austin 78757 (near            )
www.fashionfl oors.com • 512-452-5791

B
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D
.

RICHCREEK RD.

H
A
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Y

D
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GREENLAWN PKWY

N

Free Meal from

BUY ONE OR MORE ROOMS,
GET ONE ROOM 25% OFF

MAXIMUM 200 SF

with every measure!

Fashion Floors, an Austin Icon.... in fl ooring.

• Carpet, wood, laminate, vinyl, Marmoleum,
   and tile for fl oors and walls.
• We use our own certifi ed and experienced crews.
• Free service calls for the life of your fl oor,
   completely guaranteed.
• Only 25% down, no risk to you.World-Class BBQ

7 DAYS A WEEK

Llano Llounge
WITH FULL BAR MENU

Open til Midnight
EVERY DAY

Live Music Stage
& ROOFTOP GARDEN

Valet Parking
AVAILABLE AFTER 5PM

Curbside Pickup
2 SPOTS ON 3RD ST

Downtown at 217 Congress

CoopersBBQaustin.com

WE ACCEPT CATERING REQUESTS & LARGE PARTY RESERVATIONS.
EVENTS@COOPERSBBQ.COM

With food purchase of $15 or more.
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit one per order.
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Advanced spine care close to home
Care teams at Ascension Seton Brain & Spine Institute deliver comprehensive 
care for neck and back pain and complex spine conditions. Our goal is to get you 
feeling your best through advanced diagnosis and treatment. Your care starts 
with a conversation, by better understanding you, we can deliver the care that’s 
right for you. And we always consider non-surgical options first. If you do need 
surgery, we’re with you every step of the way, including recovery and beyond.

Only in Austin. Only at Seton Brain & Spine Institute.

© Ascension 2019. All rights reserved.

Visit us at 
seton.net/brainandspine

CENTRAL AUSTIN EDITION
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