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City unveils plan for raises, 
no property tax increase

Plano city sta�  members have warned in recent years 
against adopting a tax rate that would slow the annual 
growth in property tax revenue.

This year, however, they said they are � nally in a posi-
tion to maintain steady collections while still handing 
out raises and meeting a rising demand for essential city 
services.

“We’ve added a number of positions over the last 
several years that were needed,” City Manager Mark 

BY DANIEL HOUSTON

PLANO
EDITION 
VOLUME 5, ISSUE 12  | AUG. 23-SEPT. 19, 2019

IMPACTS 
Now Open, Coming Soon & more6

TO-DO LIST 
Plano Balloon Festival10

BUSINESS FEATURE 
Williamson Music 1st

DINING FEATURE 
Rice N Roti

25

26

The city is considering a $602 million budget for the 2019-20 
fi scal year. Water and sewer expenses have surpassed public 
safety as the city’s area of greatest expense.

Where the money would go

SOURCE: CITY OF PLANO/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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HISTORICAL PHOTO COURTESY CITY OF PLANO, PRESENT DAY PHOTO BY LIESBETH POWERS, ILLUSTRATION BY BREANNA FLORES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

As the Collin Creek Mall property sits on the 
verge of a billion-dollar makeover, memories 
loom large for Plano residents past and present. 

The reason a now-empty building might have 
such a strong hold on so many people makes 
sense to Je�  Scoggin, who moved to Plano at 
age 6 in 1967, he said.

“Once [Collin Creek Mall] opened in 1981, it 
became a central part of the community, which 
is something Plano really hadn’t had up until 
that time,” Scoggin said. “The mall was the � rst 
big development like that.”

Collin County sat at a population of roughly 
145,000, according to the 1980 U.S. Census 

BY LIESBETH POWERS

CONTINUED ON 28

The above 
illustration 
blends two 
photos of 
Collin Creek 
Mall, once fi lled 
with shoppers 
and now 
sitting vacant.

INSIDE INFORMATION 
Immigration in Plano23

With redevelopment at hand, Plano residents remember the mall as it was

1981-2019: Looking back on Collin Creek Mall
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Our passion is the transformation
of the human smile!

Thank you.

We are happy to discuss how to

make your new smile a reality.

$500 off through 9/30/19

Regularly $4300-$5800

Email me a copy

Before

SmileView™

See your new Invisalign®

smile in seconds.

6841 Coit Rd
Plano, Tx 75024
(972) 360-3242
www.imagecaredentalgroup.com

Plano’s Trusted Invisalign Professionals

Call for your FREE Invisalign 

consult today!

General Dentists

Dr. Salvator La Mastra
Dr. Annalynn Imperial

Dr. Steve Thompson

Invisalign®, the Invisalign logo, and iTero®, among others, are trademarks and/ or service marks of Align Technology, Inc. or one of its subsidiaries or 
affiliated companies and may be registered in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2019 Align Technology, Inc. All rights reserved. MKT- 0003095 Rev A

Simple to use and easy to wear clear aligners

Great for busy adults and professionals who 
want to enhance their image

Improve smile, bite function, and gum health

Remote monitoring available to minimize visits

Doctor supervised, not mail-order self treatment

Been told you’re not a candidate? New Invisalign 
Smart Track technology makes it possible!

Scan the QR code to see your 
smile transformation.
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It’s amazing what you can achieve
when you never settle. 
From conquering heart failure to defeating lung cancer 
to thriving with a new heart, your fighting spirit is what 
drives us. After all, our greatest achievement is seeing 
you beat every challenge that comes your way. 

Thank you 
for making
  us           .

Not all hospitals recognized in all specialties. See USNews.com/BestHospitals for complete listings. Physicians provide clinical services as members of 
the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and do not provide clinical services as 
employees or agents of those medical centers or Baylor Scott & White Health. Find Dr. Right® and FindDrRight.com® are registered trademarks of Baylor 
Scott & White Health.  ©2019 Baylor Scott & White Health. BSWH_1730_2019 L/SOM/GD
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Do you have a question about 
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communityimpact.com.
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In the mid-1990s, I traveled from Car-
rollton to Collin Creek Mall to purchase 
college dorm room decor, clothing and 
everything else I needed to be as cool as 
possible freshman year. 

At that time the mall was a prime desti-
nation in the region and worth the trip for 
me and my friends even before President 
George Bush Turnpike opened. A few 
years later, I got my � rst job in Plano and 
visited Collin Creek Mall several times a 
month for shopping, dining and eventu-
ally my daughter’s � rst visit with Santa 
Claus. 

This is my personal story about the 
mall. It is just one of many that were 
shared as the community said goodbye 

last month before the property gets rede-
veloped. Our team was there to capture 
the o�  cial celebration event and the his-
tory shared, which is outlined in a story 
by Reporter Liesbeth Powers (see Page 1). 

As residents re� ect on yesterday’s Col-
lin Creek Mall, the city’s Plano Tomorrow 
plan is likely to undergo revisions as 
City Council members discuss a possible 
repeal. Editor Daniel Houston has been 
following this story closely and shares an 
update on the state of the 2015 compre-
hensive plan (see Page 13). 

You can count on our team to update 
readers online daily with news about 
Plano, so make sure to follow us on social 
media and at communityimpact.com.

Time to refl ect on Collin Creek Mall

If you live near Plano’s Carpenter Park, you may 
have wondered why so many trucks have been fun-
neling in and out of the park in recent weeks.

Crews are in the midst of a $15 million project to 
install four arti� cial-turf athletic � elds, a trail that 
will extend around the park, and new parking and 
restroom facilities, among other improvements. 

Part of this project included depositing about 
1,000 truckloads of gravel at the site, which is why 
you may have seen an additional � urry of activity on 
the roads in August.

This large project is being paid for with funds 
that Plano voters approved in the city’s 2017 bond 
election.

Other parts of the project will include removal of 
nearly 80 trees to make way for the new trail, fol-
lowed by the planting of nearly 90 new trees.

For more updates on the city’s park projects, visit 
communityimpact.com.

What’s with the trucks at Carpenter Park?
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PIZZA
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IMPACTS

469-202-5595. www.madison-reed.com 

COMING SOON

  7  Everest Indian & Himalayan Restau-
rant plans to open in August at 2300 
McDermott Road, Plano. The restaurant 
serves vegetarian, chicken, lamb and 
seafood entrees. Menu items also include 
curries, masalas, and a variety of Indian and 
Nepali dishes. 
www.everestirving.wixsite.com/everest

  8  Spaces was expected to open its 
coworking offi ce Aug. 26 at 6600 Chase 
Oaks Blvd., Ste. 150, Plano. The coworking 
offi ce will cover 50,000 square feet at its 
new location. The offi ce is located at Leg-
acy Central, the redevelopment project at 
Texas Instruments’ former offi ce campus. 
Spaces will lease out of the same build-
ing as exercise equipment manufacturer 
Peloton. Spaces’ Plano location will offer its 
members bookable meeting rooms, a patio 
area, coffee bar, lawn games and more. 
844-677-2237. www.spacesworks.com

  9  Wave Bowl is planning to open a Plano 
location at 8608 Preston Road, Ste 11, Pla-
no. The restaurant offers signature Asian 
bibimbop bowls. Wave Bowl is a creation of 
Noodle Wave, a Thai restaurant located in 
Richardson. www.wavebowl.com

ANNIVERSARIES

 10 It’s a Secret Med Spa celebrated 
its fi rst anniversary July 15 at its Plano 
location, 8232 Preston Road, Ste. 115. 
It’s a Secret services include injectables, 
laser treatment and body contouring. The 
company began in Uptown Dallas in 2016 
and now has locations in Longview; Plano; 
Frisco; Houston; Rogers, Arkansas; and 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. 469-786-5874. 
www.secretmedspa.com

 11 Camp Bow Wow Plano celebrated its 
fi rst anniversary July 14. The dog day and 
overnight care franchise is located at 2060 
W. Spring Creek Parkway, Ste. 404, Plano. 

NOW OPEN

  1  Mobility City, a wheelchair repair and 
supply store, has opened at 2961 McDer-
mott Road, Ste. 200, Plano. The company 
does mobile repairs via a service van. This 
is the fi rst location in Dallas-Fort Worth, 
but owner Paul Saueressig plans to open 11 
more in the next two years. 469-778-7550. 
www.mobilitycity.com/northtexas

  2  Viridescent Kitchen held its grand 
opening celebration July 27 at 5760 SH 121, 
Ste. 140, Plano. The company will function 
as a commercial rental kitchen and event 
space for vegan and plant-based business-
es. Viridescent Kitchen will rotate through 
the same group of chefs each week and 
will offer vegan cooking classes and chef 
demos. 214-297-2334. 
www.viridescentkitchen.com

  3   A STEM-focused education center 
expects to open Aug. 26 in Plano at the 
Legacy Drive Village shopping center lo-
cated at 7200 Independence Parkway, Ste. 
210. The center, called iCode, is a franchise 
that offers students ages 5-18 classes and 
camps based in science, technology, engi-

neering and math with a focus on computer 
science. The Plano location will occupy 
more than 3,000 square feet of space. 
972-665-3888. www.icodeschool.com 

  4  Minaya Beauty Spa opened Aug. 5 at 
2300 McDermott Road, Ste. 300, Plano. 
The spa offers facials, waxing, body wrap-
ping services and more. 
469-675-3040. www.facebook.com/mi-
nayabeautyspa

  5  Beautica Salon opened a new location 
Aug. 1 at 4020 Hedgcoxe Road, Ste. 800, 
Plano. The salon offers various hair ser-
vices, such as cuts, coloring and highlights, 
as well as facials, waxing, eyebrow thread-
ing and more. 
214-501-2570. www.facebook.com/
beauticasalonservices

  6   As of this paper’s print deadline, Madi-
son Reed Color Bar was expected to open 
Aug. 22 at The Shops at Legacy, 5717 Lega-
cy Drive, Ste. 165. The new Plano storefront 
marks the women’s hairstyling company’s 
fi rst location in Texas. Madison Reed Color 
Bar’s products are free of ammonia, para-
bens and gluten and include ingredients 
such as argan oil, keratin and ginseng root. 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding
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News or questions about Plano? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.
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Grab and go 
plus weekly 
meal plans

Craveable
fl avor-packed 

meals and baked 
goods

100% plant-
based menus

made with 
whole, healthy 

ingredients

NowOpen
IN PLANO!

Back to School
Meal Prep Help!

8404 Preston Rd. Ste 226, Plano 75024
214-430-7835  |  naturesplate.com

O P E N  7  DAY S  A W E E K

Plant-Based Meals... To Go

Nutrition 
backed by 

science

15% OFF
single in-store purchase OR 

get help all month long with 
10% off the fi rst four weeks 
of a meal plan subscription!
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Camp Bow Wow offers boarding, training 
and grooming at its 8,600-square-foot 
facility. 469-331-6223. 
www.campbowwow.com/plano

NAME CHANGES

 12  The restaurant formerly known as B. 
Frank & Relish has changed its name to 
Fork & Fire as of Aug. 7. The restaurant 
remains at the Boardwalk at Granite Park, 
located at 5880 SH 121, Plano. There will be 
slight tweaks to the menu and an addition 
of revolving menu options, but many of 
the farm-to-table food options will stay the 
same. 214-210-2265. 
www.forkandfi re.com

IN THE NEWS

 13 The Toyota Experience Center 
opened Aug. 7 as part of Toyota’s head-
quarters at 6565 Headquarters Drive, 
Plano. This facility displays past and future 
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FEATURED IMPACT—NOW OPEN

Shark Club Sports Bar & Grill hosted a grand opening for its fi rst location in the 
U.S. on Aug. 2 at 8451 Parkwood Blvd., Plano. The Canada-based sports bar will serve 
premium drinks and fare, including burgers, appetizers, steaks and more. Shark Club is 
attached to the recently-opened Sandman Hotel in Plano. 469-535-5200. 
www.sharkclub.com
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ideas and creations of Toyota and is the 
company’s fi rst comprehensive museum 
space in North America. The center is 
currently only open to employees. 
www.toyota.com/usa

CLOSINGS

 14 Noah’s Event Venue closed its loca-
tion Aug. 5 at 5280 Towne Square Drive, 
Plano. The event venue named a disagree-
ment with its landlord as the reason for 
closing its doors. Noah’s anticipates clos-
ing its Richardson location as well as one 
in the Houston area and one in Michigan. 
214-984-7971. youreventatnoahs.com

 15 Holy Frijoles closed its Plano location 
April 9 at 2300 McDermott Road. The 
restaurant is still in operation at its Rich-
ardson location, where a variety of Tex-Mex 
dishes are served. www.facebook.com/
HolyFrijolesRestaurant

peakroofingconstruction.com

Call for a FREE  
inspection.

972-335-7325 

Who says there  
are no guarantees  

in life?

GUARANTEED HONEST AND 
ETHICAL BUSINESS PRACTICES
 
GUARANTEED PRODUCTS AND 
CRAFTMANSHIP
 
GUARANTEED TO BE HERE  
LONG AFTER THE STORM
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IMPACTS

  8  Ebesu Robata & Sushi opened July 23 
in downtown Plano. The restaurant is locat-
ed at 1007 E. 15th St., and serves sashimi, 
box sushi, various seafood dishes and 
more. 972-212-4564. www.ebesu-usa.com

  9   As of this paper’s Aug. 16 press dead-
line, Outlaw Fitcamp was expected to 
open Aug. 17 at 4757 W. Park Blvd., Ste. 
104, Plano. The business will offer workout 
classes for people of all fi tness levels. The 
classes, some of which are as short as 30 
minutes, will cater to people whose goal 
is to lose weight, gain muscle or improve 
strength and endurance. 972-805-4608. 
www.outlawfi tcamp.com/plano

COMING SOON

 10 The Boiling Crab expects to open 
a new location in September at 1517 N. 
Central Expressway, Plano. This building 
previously housed Spaghetti Warehouse. 
www.facebook.com/theboilingcrabdallas 

 11 Lalo’s Fine Mexican Cuisine antici-
pates opening a second location at 6400 
W. Plano Parkway, Plano. The restaurant is 
expected to open in mid-August or early 
September and will offer the same Mexican 
cuisine menu as its fi rst location, includ-
ing brunch, lunch, dinner and drinks. The 
restaurant’s fi rst location is in North Dallas. 
www.lalosmexicancuisine.com

 12 Better Than Sex Desserts plans to 
open Sept. 28 at 1010 E. 15th St., Plano. The 
sit-down restaurant will exclusively serve 
desserts and drinks. Some dessert options 
will include cheesecakes, pies and cakes. 
The company has locations in Florida and 
Georgia. 469-925-5141. 
www.betterthansexdesserts.com

 13 Burning Rice will open in early Octo-
ber at 4701 W. Park Blvd., Ste. 110, Plano. 
This Korean establishment will offer healthy 
and locally sourced Korean hot stone bowls 
in-house and for delivery. The restaurant 
will take over the space that formerly 
housed Dugg Burger. Burning Rice has lo-

NOW OPEN

  1  The Nova on Preston opened July 18 
at 1401 Preston Road, Plano. The sit-down 
restaurant serves Latin American food as well 
as mixed drinks. More information is available 
on the company’s Facebook page. 
972-735-9105. www.thenovaonpreston.com

  2  Trio Trendy Threads opened July 1 at 
The Shops at Willow Bend, 6121 W. Park 
Blvd., Ste. D115, Plano. The clothing store 
offers sustainably sourced women’s and 
children’s clothing. Trio Trendy Threads do-
nates 5% of its profi ts to animal sanctuaries 
and rescue organizations, and the clothing 
is manufactured in facilities certifi ed as 
Worldwide Responsible Accredited Organi-
zations. www.triotrendythreads.com

  3  JH Roofi ng opened its new facility in 
May at 705 K Ave., Ste. 7, Plano. The busi-
ness offers commercial roof repairs, roof 
replacements, new roof construction and 
maintenance. It also assists with recovery 
strategies following storm damage. 
972-235-2525. www.jh-roofi ng.com

  4  Grace Bridge Resale opened a new 
location July 4 at 1110 E. Parker Road, 
Plano. The nonprofi t is a volunteer-based 
organization that operates a food bank, 
disaster relief services and various resale 

storefronts. Items sold at Grace Bridge 
Resale include new and gently used 
clothing, furniture and more. Donations are 
accepted at drop-off centers throughout 
North Texas. Locations can be found on the 
nonprofi t’s website. 214-425-9423. 
www.gracebridge.us

  5  LaneLove Paper Co. opened in mid-Ju-
ly at 6509 W. Park Blvd., Ste. 470, Plano. 
The stationery company will take over the 
operations of Printing with Pizazz, which 
was formerly housed at the Park Boulevard 
storefront. The company offers various cus-
tom and semi-custom wedding invitations. 
972-468-1023. www.lanelovepaperco.com

  6  The Exercise Coach opened a Plano 
location July 29 at 2309 Coit Road, Ste. 
B. The personal strength training service 
offers membership plans that include two 
weekly personalized 20-minute workouts. 
469-609-0097. 
www.exercisecoach.com/plano 

  7  Fyzical Therapy and Balance Cen-
ters Plano opened Aug. 1 at 5804 Coit 
Road, Ste. 108, Plano. Aside from typical 
physical therapy, Fyzical specializes in 
helping patients with balance issues using 
an overhead harness system that prevents 
falls during therapy. The therapy and 
balance company has locations across the 
nation. 972-767-7273. www.fyzical.com

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding  COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTON, 
LIESBETH POWERS AND 

GAVIN PUGH

News or questions about Plano? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.
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Oak Point  Park, P lano, TX
www.planoballoonfest.org
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cations in Frisco, The Colony, Hurst, Dallas 
Preston Center and Richardson and plans 
to open another in Addison. 214-601-0464. 
www.burningrice.com

RENOVATIONS

 14  Cinemark Movies 10 at 1818 Coit 
Road, Plano, closed for renovations July 28 
following the last showing of the day. The 
movie theater will remain closed until mid- 
to late November. The west Plano location 
will remain open during the south Plano 
location’s renovation. 972-985-1394. 
www.cinemark.com

RELOCATIONS

 15  Stacy’s Sensory Solutions expects 
to relocate in August to 1220 Coit Road, 
Ste. 102, Plano. The retailer provides 
products for children with different sensory 
needs, such as weighted blankets, plush 
toys, chewable toys and more. The new 
location will also provide sensory products 
for adults and seniors, such as weighted 
products, adaptive equipment and more. 

The showroom was previously located in 
Dallas. 972-599-1220. 
www.stacyssensorysolutions.com

CLOSINGS

 16   Women’s fashion retailer Charming 
Charlie is expected to close its Plano 
location Aug. 31, located at 1900 Preston 
Road, Ste. 131, along with all of its other 
stores. The women’s clothing and acces-
sories retailer recently fi led for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy. 972-599-2800. 
www.charmingcharlie.com
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FEATURED IMPACT—RELOCATIONS

Minnie’s Food Pantry opened its new location Aug. 7 after relocating to 651 E. 18th 
St., Plano. The pantry, boutique and service center closed its old location in late July and 
remained closed for the duration of the move. The move to the nonprofi t’s new perma-
nent location allows the pantry to serve and seat more people in need. The new facility 
also allows Minnie’s to store more food and offer more merchandise and services at the 
new Resale Boutique and M-Powerment Center, which are located at 661 E. 18th St., 
Plano, and 671 E. 18th St., Plano. 972-596-0253. www.minniesfoodpantry.org 
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Sommerfest Special featuring
Schwammerl Schnitzel 

Open Tuesday - Saturday: Lunch 11:00am - 4:00pm, 
Steinhour 4:00 - 7:00pm, Dinner 4:00 - 10:00pm
221 W Parker Rd, Ste 527 • 972-881-0705 • www.bavariangrill.com

As the meadows start to green in the Bavarian mountains, people like to go 
hiking and afterwards they go to the local Gasthaus to enjoy some of these 
traditional, authentic summer favorites.

Enjoy some of these traditional, authentic summer favorites 
available now! Parker Rd. 

75

N

Authentic Bavarian food & fun!

YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD ROOFER
Serving Denton & Collin County Since 2004

TownAndCountryRoofi ngDFW.com
972-377-8188

TRUSTED BY LOCALS FOR 15 YEARS

4900 Preston Rd #101, Frisco, TX 75034
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AUGUST

30 CREATORS OF VIRAL SONG 
COME TO PLANO

A live performance by The Doorbeen, 

creators of the viral Indian song “Lam-

berghini,” will be followed by other DJ 

performers. The event is hosted by 

FunAsiA Radio and includes a kids activity 

area. 7 p.m.-midnight. Tickets required. 

$35-$100. 2000 E. Spring Creek Parkway, 

Plano. www.funasia.net

SEPTEMBER

02 SPLASH INTO LABOR DAY 
AT THE TEXAS POOL

The Texas Pool is celebrating the last day 

of its pool season with a Labor Day party. 

The poolside event will have freshly grilled 

hot dogs, a cannonball contest and a 

donation raffl e with a Texas Pool T-shirt 

prize. Noon-6 p.m. Free (members), $10 

(nonmembers), $30 (per family). 901 

Springbrook Drive, Plano. 

www.texaspool.org

08 DOGS SWIM AT THE OAK 
POINT RECREATION CENTER

Hosted by the city of Plano, the K-9 Ker-

plunk Dog Swim is a chance for your pet 

to cool off in the fi nal days of summer at 

Oak Point Recreation Center. The outside 

pool will be available for dogs with current 

rabies tags to swim. A Plano Animal 

Shelter adoption trailer will be on-site with 

microchipping available. 9 a.m.-noon. Free 

with a donation item for the Plano Animal 

Shelter. 6000 Jupiter Road, Plano. 

www.planoanimalshelter.org

14 CONNECT WITH 
THIS SIDE UP FAMILY

This Side Up Family, a local nonprofi t, is 

hosting Family Connection Night. The 

event will include family activities and a 

take-home “family tool” to encourage 

family values at home. Guests are wel-

come to bring their own dinner. 6-8 p.m. 

Free. 813 E. 15th St., Plano. 

www.thissideupfamily.org

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. 
Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the 
print edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

TO-DO LIST AUGUST-SEPTEMBER
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40TH ANNUAL PLANO BALLOON FESTIVAL 
OAK POINT PARK

SEPT.
20-22
Event organizers expect nearly 50 hot air balloons at the 40th year of the Plano Balloon 
Festival at Oak Point Park. Balloons will launch in the evening of each event day, 
weather permitting. There will also be live entertainment, food vendors, a kids zone, 
arts and craft booths and a parachute team exhibition. A 5K and 1K fun run will take 
place on Saturday morning and a half-marathon and 10K will take place on Sunday 
morning. 4-10 p.m. (Fri.), 6 a.m.-10 p.m. (Sat.), 6 a.m.-7 p.m. (Sun.). $10 (per day), $20 
(weekend ticket). Parking and activity pricing is listed online. 2801 E. Spring Creek 
Parkway, Plano. www.planoballoonfest.org

COMPILED BY LIESBETH POWERS
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FARMSTEAD 
YOGA

SEPT.
19

Heritage Farmstead Museum is 
hosting Farmstead Yoga in celebration 
of North Texas Giving Day. A yoga 
session will be held from 6-7 p.m. 
The rest of the evening will include 
music, food, drinks and wagon rides. 
There will also be a variety of contests, 
including pie eating, rooster crowing 
and hog calling. Attendees are invited 
to make a donation. 5:30-8 p.m. Free. 
1900 W. 15th St., Plano. 
www.heritagefarmstead.org

C L U B  I N S P I R A T I O N  N O W  O P E N !

DESIGNED TO

$10,000
In Flex Cash*

G E H A N  H O M E S

Closing $
Closing Cost Assistance
with Preferred Lender*

P U L T E  H O M E S

BLOOMFIELD HOMES
FIRST TEXAS HOMES
GEHAN HOMES
HIGHLAND HOMES
MERCURY CUSTOM HOMES
PULTE HOMES
SHADDOCK HOMES

H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  $ 29 0 - $ 80 0 s

A Huffines Signature Community™

InspirationTexas.com

190

PLANO PKWY.

CO
UN

TR
Y 
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D.
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PARKER

PARKER

1378

2514 LAKE LAVON

75

MOVE-IN READY HOMES AVAILABLE

B L O O M F I E L D
H O M E S

$5,000
Towards New Home

Closing Costs*

H I G H L A N D  H O M E S

$10,000
Towards Options & Upgrades*

GNED TO

amenity complex includes four resort-style pools with cabanas overlooking 

the picturesque Lake Lavon. Club Inspiration has something for all ages and 

interests, including a playground, a two-story fitness center, walking/running 

trails, indoor and outdoor event space, grilling stations, event lawn, entertain-

ment courtyard, 350’ lazy river, and more! Come take a tour this weekend!

Club Inspiration is now open at Inspiration,

a new home community located in St. Paul

on Lake Lavon! This awe-inspiring master

This is not intended to be an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy real estate in Inspiration to residents of Texas, or any other jurisdiction where prohibited by 
law. No guarantee can be made that completion of the Inspiration community will proceed as described. Huffines Communities is the Owner and Developer of 
Inspiration. Certain homebuilders unaffiliated with the Owner and/or Developer or their related entities are building homes in Inspiration. Purchasers of homes from 
any of the builders waive any claims against Owner,/Developer, Huffines Communities, arising out of their purchase transaction. Prices, specifications, details, and 
availability of a builder’s new homes are subject to change without notice. Sales price discounts, purchase incentives, upgrades, appliances, and all other promotional 
items are subject to change and cancellation without notice. All purchasers should seek detailed information from individual builders regarding each incentive offer. 
Offers valid for a limited time only on homes purchased in Inspiration.
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COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTONTRANSPORTATION

RECENT UPDATES
on weekdays and some Saturdays.

Timeline: August-November

Cost: $500,000

Funding source: city of Plano

  4   Spring Creek Parkway repairs

The city is conducting pavement repairs on 
Spring Creek Parkway that are expected to 
last through late August. The construction 
is expected to affect traffi c on the road’s 
eastbound lanes stretching from Mission 
Ridge Road to Independence Parkway. 
One lane will remain closed at all times in 
construction areas, with an additional lane 
closed from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays 
and some Saturdays.

Timeline: July-August

Cost: $120,000

Funding source: city of Plano

  5   Custer Road repairs

This project is expected to close lanes on 
a section of Custer Road stretching from 
Ridgeview Drive to SH 121 in a project 
beginning in late August or September. 
The city is planning pavement repairs 
along this stretch of road near the city’s 
northern edge. One lane will remain closed 
at all times in construction areas, with an 
additional lane closed from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on weekdays and some Saturdays.

Timeline: September-November

Cost: TBD

Funding source: city of Plano

  1   Parker Road repairs

An 18-month construction project on 
Parker Road began in June. Over the next 
month, crews will be working on both east-
bound and westbound lanes on a stretch of 
road spanning from Custer Road to Rainier 
Road. The nearly $4 million project is ex-
pected to last into late 2020. One lane will 
remain closed at all times in construction 
areas, with an additional lane closed from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays and some 
Saturdays.

Timeline: June 2019-late 2020

Cost: $3.8 million

Funding source: city of Plano

  2   Legacy Drive repairs

Crews are repairing pavement and side-
walks along an eastern portion of Legacy 
Drive from Chase Oaks Boulevard and US 
75. The project was expected to affect east-
bound and westbound lanes. One lane will 
remain closed at all times in construction 
areas, with an additional lane closed from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays and some 
Saturdays.

Timeline: February 2018-September 2019

Cost: $2.3 million

Funding source: city of Plano

  3   Plano Parkway repairs

As of this paper’s press deadline, a pave-
ment repair project on Plano Parkway was 
slated to begin in August. The full length 
of the project is expected to extend from 
Commerce Drive to just west of Allied 
Drive. The repairs are expected to affect 
eastbound and westbound lanes through 
November. One lane will remain closed 
at all times in construction areas, with an 
additional lane closed from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

All information on this page was updated as of 
8/5/2019. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.

IN
D

E
P

E
N

D
E

N
C

E
P

K
W

Y.

LEGACY DR. 

HEDGCOXE RD.

MCDERMOTT RD.

E. PLANO PKWY.

K A
VE. 

N
. J

U
PI

TE
R 

RD
. 

E. 15TH ST. 

SH
ILO

H
 R

D
. 

W. SPRING CREEK PKWY.

W. PLANO PKWY.

E. PARK BLVD.

O
H

IO
 D

R
. 

C
O

IT R
D

. 

E. PARKER RD.

M
ID

W
AY

 R
D

. A
LM

A
 D

R
.

W. 15TH ST. 

W. PARKER RD.

P
R

E
ST

O
N

 R
D

. 

PLANO

C
U

ST
E

R
 R

D
.

121
TOLL

NMap not to scale

75

DNT
TOLL

PGBT
TOLL

CHASE 
OAKS BLVD.

RAINIER RD.

COMMERCE DR.

ALLIED DR.

2

1

3

4

RIDGEVIEW DR.

5

MISSION 
RIDGE RD.



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12



Plano edition • August 2019 13

vote on something that we have very 
little knowledge about,” commission 
Chairperson John Muns said July 
22 before accepting the motion to 
postpone the vote. “This has taken 
two years, and I don’t know what the 
hurry is right now.”

The vote had been scheduled three 
days earlier by Council Members Rick 
Smith and Anthony Ricciardelli.

Had the zoning commissioners 
held a vote to recommend the Plano 
Tomorrow repeal, the item would 
have gone immediately to Plano City 
Council for a final vote during the July 
22 joint meeting. But because the issue 
was tabled, the council did not have 

the option to consider the item, City 
Attorney Paige Mims said.

Smith and Ricciardelli said they 
called the vote to repeal the plan 
because July 22 was the date originally 
agreed upon as part of a July 10 medi-
ation discussion between lawyers for 
the city and those for a group suing it.

Smith and Ricciardelli said the 
proposal to replace Plano Tomorrow 
with the city’s previous comprehen-
sive plan, adopted first in 1986 and 
amended several times since, was 
not meant to be a permanent solution 
going forward. The repeal of Plano 
Tomorrow would bring about the 
end of the lawsuit, and then the city 
would have an opportunity to pursue 
an entirely new comprehensive plan, 
Ricciardelli said.

“The actual goal of this is to move 
on from litigation,” Ricciardelli said.

2019
GOVERNMENT

Future of Plano Tomorrow plan up in air 
as opponents fight it on multiple fronts

The future of the city of Plano’s 
comprehensive development plan 
has undergone a series of sharp turns 
in recent weeks as proponents of the 
plan have faced political and legal 
challenges.

The Plano Planning & Zoning Com-
mission was scheduled to vote July 
22 but ended up tabling its decision. 
Up for a vote was a recommendation 
to repeal the comprehensive devel-
opment plan and replace it with the 
previous version that was in effect in 
2015. The vote was scheduled for Aug. 
19, after this paper’s publication date. 

“You have asked us to come and 

BY DANIEL HOUSTON

the latest

During the mediation discussion 
July 10, city officials said they would 
schedule a council meeting for July 22 
to consider amending the plan if the 
group suing the city moved a court 
hearing that was scheduled to occur 
first.

But by the next week, city staff 
pulled back its offer to hold the vote 
on a compromise plan, claiming the 
group suing it planned to continue 
pursuing litigation. Attorney Jack 
Ternan disputed that his clients ever 
agreed to negotiate a compromise 
plan with city staff.

The compromise plan proposed 
by city staff would have reverted the 
city’s goals regarding land use to the 
pre-Plano Tomorrow standards while 
keeping the rest of the plan intact, 
instead of the straight repeal dis-
cussed July 22.

Aug. 
19

Attorneys for the city and the 
group that filed suit meet in 
mediation. 

The city announces that it would 
repeal the plan and adopt a 
compromise version. In exchange, 
the city said the group would 
request to delay a court date.

The city said the group suing 
the city was continuing to 
pursue litigation, contrary to 
the terms of their agreement 
with opposing attorneys. An 
attorney for the group suing 
the city said they never had 
an agreement with the city, 
just an expectation the city 
would consider this item to 
repeal the plan.

During the joint meeting on July 22, the Plano Planning & Zoning 
Commission voted to delay its recommendation on the Plano Tomorrow 
plan until Aug. 19. The council must wait until the commission holds a 
recommendation vote before it can vote on the plan.

Key developments in the Plano Tomorrow lawsuit against 
the city of Plano.

A vote on changes to the Plano 
Tomorrow plan had been 
canceled but was added back to 
the agenda for a July 22 meeting 
between the city council and the 
Planning and Zoning Commission.

July 
19

As of this paper’s press deadline, 
Planning & Zoning commissioners were 
expected to hold their recommendation 

vote Aug. 19. For updates from this 
meeting, visit communityimpact.com.
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SOURCES: CITY OF PLANO, ATTORNEY JACK TERNAN/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

July 
22

coit rd

president george bush turnpike

Like us on Facebook @planocbdamericanshaman • 3801 President George Bush Turnpike Unit 130, Plano, TX 75075

BRING THIS AD IN FOR 
20% OFF YOUR FIRST TIME 
PURCHASE Exp: 9/19/19

Now Open!

Learn about Holistic Treatments for: Pain, Anxiety, Infl ammation, Insomnia and more

972.905.5096
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Aug. 6 di� ers in a number of ways 
from the projected HB 3 e� ects that 
PISD made available in late June. 
These di� erences include a decrease 
in recapture payment amounts as well 
as a decrease in property tax collec-
tions.

The district projects its recapture 
payment will decrease by $12 million 
more than previously projected. PISD 
now projects its recapture payment 
will be roughly $160 million for the 
coming year.

Recapture, also referred to as 
“Robin Hood,” is a � nancial prac-
tice in which the state redistributes 
tax revenue from property-wealthy 
school districts to districts with lower 
property values. The district would 
have sent an estimated $255 million 
in recapture payments before the pas-
sage of HB 3, and it would have faced 
a $33 million budget shortfall.

“This session was good for public 
education in the state of Texas,” PISD 
Superintendent Sara Bonser said. 

“They could have done nothing, and 
we would be $33 million in the hole.”

Additionally, district sta�  expects it 
will collect $10.4 million less in prop-
erty tax revenue than the previously 
projected amount.

While the PISD’s recapture pay-
ments are lower than projected, addi-
tional reduction in local property tax 
collections means the district will not 
have enough funds le�  over to cover 
the $16.2 million de� cit.

Stolle said the district should look 
to the next legislative session for bet-
ter outcomes in future years.

“We need to hone in on what our 
ask is going to be because recapture is 
still a problem,” Stolle said.

Trustees also approved its detailed 
employee compensation plan doc-
ument Aug. 6, which had � rst been 
presented in June.

PISD teachers, nurses, counselors 
and librarians with under six years 
of experience will receive a 2.5% 
increase. Those with six years of 
experience or more will receive a 3% 
pay increase.

Gavin Pugh contributed to this 
report.

EDUCATION

Plano ISD faces lower deficit gap after 
trustees adopt amended 2019-20 budget

Plano ISD revised its budget Aug. 
6 for the 2019-20 school year to fully 
account for recent sweeping changes 
to how Texas funds its public schools.

The district had previously pro-
jected it would face an $18 million 
budget shortfall heading into the 
2019-20 school year. District sta�  now 
project the de� cit will be $16.2 million. 
This change trims the previously pro-
jected de� cit by $1.8 million.

The changes to the state’s school 
funding formulas came as a result of 
House Bill 3, which was signed into 
law by Texas Gov. Greg Abbott on June 
11. This bill had several anticipated 
implications, including teacher salary 
raises and a decrease in residents’ 
property tax bills. For school districts 
such as PISD, HB 3 was not as bene� -
cial as some had anticipated.

“It’s good that we had some 
reform—not quite as good for us as we 
had hoped,” trustee David Stolle said.

This budget amendment approved 

BY LIESBETH POWERS

How Plano ISD’s budget has changed
Plano ISD’s projections for its budget next year have changed over 
time as district staff have analyzed the implications of House Bill 3.

SOURCE: PLANO ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Proposed budget 
before passage of HB 3

Projected budget 
refl ecting HB 3 as of June 25

Accepted budget 
refl ecting HB 3 as of Aug. 6

Total revenue 
(including recapture)

Total expenditures 
(including recapture)

$33.6M shortfall

$18 shortfall $16.2 shortfall

$7
21

.4M

$7
55

M

$6
56

.7M

$6
74

.7M

$6
46

.4M

$6
62

.5M

DON’T WAIT,
ENROLL TODAY!

Early intervention.  
Better outcomes.  
Enroll today!

See the difference the Behavior 
Exchange Early Start program can 
make in your child’s life. 

Early intervention using ABA Therapy provides children with autism the best 
opportunity for achieving their full potential. 
 At The Behavior Exchange, we make early intervention fun and engaging for 
preschool-aged children through our B.E.E.S. program (Behavior Exchange Early 
Start). We use proven ABA Therapy techniques and a theme-based curriculum to help 
children learn foundational academic, communication and social skills that will help 
them make a smooth transition to school. 
 When your child graduates from B.E.E.S., they’ll have tools to complete school 
activities and connect with peers on a social level. What a difference early intervention 
can make!

972.312.8733 intake@behaviorexchange.com

behaviorexchange.com Plano | Frisco!

The Behavior Exchange is an in-network provider with most insurance companies.
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“Drowning is very underreported at 
the state level, so we do not have a true 
and accurate picture ...,” Abbe said in 
an email. “At Children’s [Health] we 
have our own ... registry so that we can 
create a data-informed intervention 
program.”

Abbe said she is also working at 
the state level to address this issue in 
hopes of making the statewide registry 
easier to use and report the true num-
ber of drowning cases.

“It is a public health crisis because 
[drownings] are 100% preventable,” 
Abbe said.

To help improve safety, Children’s 
Health recommends that parents teach 
their children how to swim and ensure 
the right equipment is installed or 
available. Children’s also recommends 
parents assign someone to be a desig-
nated “water watcher” who can focus 
on children in the water.

Officials: Drowning cases on the rise
Swimming pools and lakes are a 

good way to cool o�  from the high 
temperatures, but o�  cials are warning 
parents to watch their children as the 
number of drowning cases increases.

More than 60 kids have drowned in 
Texas this year as of July 31, according 
to state data. 

“Drowning is a leading cause of 
accidental death for kids under the age 
of 5, and toddlers are especially at risk,” 
according to the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services’ website. 

Data on the number of drownings 
is compiled in a statewide registry, 
and hospitals are required to report 
their numbers, but many cases go 
unreported, according to Marisa Abbe, 
program manager of injury prevention 
at Children’s Health. Children’s o� ers 
pediatric health, wellness and acute 
care services.

BY CASSIDY RITTER

TEXAS DROWNINGS

2013

1 drowning death

COLLIN COUNTY

More than 60 drownings across 31 Texas counties have occurred from Jan. 1-Aug. 9. 

As of Aug. 9, more children have drowned in a 
private pool this year than any other body of water.

DALLAS COUNTY
2013

2016 2016

2014 2014

2017 2017

2015 2015

2018 2018

2019 2019

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

*ADDITIONAL DROWNINGS HAVE TAKEN PLACE AT HOTELS, BEACHES, HOT TUBS, MARINAS AND RIVERS

DROWNING DATA

WHERE DO DROWNINGS MOST OCCUR?*

Texas accounted for

of drownings in the U.S. 
for ages 1-4 in 2017.

12%
Texas was

in the U.S. with 51 toddler 
drownings in 2017.

#2
As of Aug. 9, a total of

fatal drownings were 
reported in Collin County.

4

Backyard pool
25.6%

8.7%
Community Pool

PUBLIC SAFETY

Apartment
pool

14.5%
Bath tub
13%

Lake
10.1%

“DROWNING IS A 
LEADING CAUSE OF 
ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
FOR KIDS UNDER 
THE AGE OF 5, AND 
TODDLERS ARE 
ESPECIALLY AT RISK.”

-TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND 
PROTECTIVE SERVICES

Improving the 
air we breathe 

Air
North Texas

Join Arlo the Airmadillo in improving North Texas air 
quality. When you choose to bike, use public transit, walk, 
or carpool instead of driving alone, you are reducing the 
amount of harmful pollutants that enter our air. 
Learn more and sign up for air pollution alerts at 
www.airnorthtexas.org.
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7517 Campbell Road, Ste. 407 • Dallas, TX 75248
www.dancewearcity.com  • 214-238-7797 

$10 OFF ANY PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE

Apparel for:
Dance • Yoga • Gymnastics 

ONE COUPON PER PERSON. EXP. 9/30/19

This school year, your child is taking on new subjects and exploring new 
ways to unlock their potential. The Mathnasium Method™ gives them 
the solid math and critical thinking skills they need for their classes, test 
prep, graduation, and beyond. With over 1,000 learning centers world-
wide, we’re the authority in math education. Our expert instructors help 
students develop good habits so they can succeed in high school and 
college, thrive in their careers, and take on the world!

Changing Lives Through Math.™

Give them the Mathnasium advantage

This Is Their Year. Are They Ready?

Contact us today to schedule a no obligation assessment.

Mathnasium of Plano
www.mathnasium.com/plano 

(214) 227-0888 • 7224 Independence #354, Plano TX 75025



EDUCATION

SOURCES: SCHOOL HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL, FRISCO ISD/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

In the 2018-19 pilot, students had a 10- to 20-minute break in addition to their already-scheduled 
recess. The school health advisory council, a Frisco ISD committee, sent surveys to all fi ve pilot 
schools—Norris, Fisher, Borchardt, McSpedden and Pink elementary schools—and fi ve non-pilot 
schools in FISD. Surveys were sent to principals and teachers at all 10 schools, and select surveys 
were sent to pilot school students, parents, nurses and counselors. The survey results are below.

Pilot Program

STUDENT OVERALL 
MENTAL HEALTH: 

87.5% 
(at 2018-19 pilot schools)

(at 2018-19 pilot schools)

(compared with previous year)

IMPROVEMENT

worsened

55.6%
improved 

41.4%

STUDENTS’ ABILITY TO
QUICKLY REFOCUS: 

at pilot schools at non-pilot schools

worsened

51.8%
improved 

44.8%
DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR: 

at pilot schools at non-pilot schools

worsened

55.6%
improved 

44.8%
RETAINING NEW CONCEPTS:

at pilot schools at non-pilot schools

stayed the same

44.4%
improved 

79.3%
GENERAL MOOD AND ATTITUDE:

at pilot schools at non-pilot schools

ABILITY TO 
HANDLE STRESS:

79.7%
IMPROVEMENT

ENERGY LEVEL 
AFTER SCHOOL:

83.4%
IMPROVEMENT

BETTER FOCUS 
AFTER SCHOOL:

77.8% 
IMPROVEMENT

ENTHUSIASM 
FOR SCHOOL:

85.6% 
IMPROVEMENT

GENERAL MOOD
AND ATTITUDE:

83.8%
IMPROVEMENT

What parents are seeing

What teachers saw

What counselors and nurses saw
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the managing director of elementary 
student services, to advocate for 
additional recess. She then joined the 
advisory council in the 2018-19 school 
year to track data for the pilot.

Dunford said the advisory council 
tracked attendance, State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness 
scores and developmental reading 
assessments, which Fiori said remained 
stable a� er the � ve-school pilot.

“This past year, we did not see any 
decline in the academic progress of 
students within the � ve pilot schools,” 
Fiori said.

Dunford said principals, teachers, 
parents, counselors and nurses were 
surveyed from all � ve pilot schools. 
Select surveys were also sent to � ve 
non-pilot schools.

Those from non-pilot schools were 
more than twice as likely to say they 
felt behind on where they should be 
from the year before.

Sarah McMullen’s daughter was in 
� rst grade during the pilot program at 
Pink Elementary. She said her 7-year-
old has high stress and anxiety and 
started the year behind in reading.

“By the end of the � rst semester, she 
was at or above grade-level [in read-
ing]; she was enjoying school more; 
she was less stressed out, coming 
home happy,” McMullen said. “Just a 
totally di� erent kid.”

In neighboring Little Elm ISD, 
kindergarten through second-grade 
students at all six elementary schools 
get four unstructured outdoor play 
breaks each day. This comes from the 
LiiNK Project, started by Debbie Rhea, 
associate dean of research and health 
sciences at Texas Christian University. 

Students in Little Elm also get 15 
minutes each day of character curric-
ulum, which helps build social skills 
and supports mental and emotional 
health.

Through the LiiNK Project model, 
Rhea said Little Elm ISD students saw 
signi� cant improvements in o� -task 
behavior, body mass index, memory 
and the ability to complete multiple 
tasks. Additionally, she said outdoor 
play improved students’ immune 
systems and emotions.

THE NEW PILOT

Principals will have discretion when 
scheduling brain breaks, but the 10-15 
minutes cannot be parceled out and 
cannot be grouped with recess.

“The idea is that we have some 
learning, [then] we take a brain 
break,” Fiori said.

While the brain break is planned as 
part of the school day, Ginn said the 
actual play time is unstructured.

A committee with district and 
campus leaders as well as a member 
of the data analysis team will lead the 
2019-20 pilot.

Brain breaks � t within the district’s 
social and emotional learning prior-
ities, Fiori said. Students will have 
time to problem-solve, collaborate and 
gain a better understanding for how to 
build positive relationships with each 
other, she said.

At neighboring Plano ISD, extra play 
time is not a topic of discussion at 
this time, district spokesperson Lesley 
Range-Stanton said.

about increased attention and focus 
for students,” Fiori said. “… It gave 
us enough information to feel like 
this is something we need to explore 
further.”

THE 2018-19 PILOT

Norris, Fisher, Borchardt, McSped-
den and Pink elementary schools 
participated in the initial pilot program 
last school year. The district chose each 
school based on its diverse demograph-
ics and geographic location, said Alli-
son Ginn, FISD K-12 physical education 
and health coordinator.

Each campus set aside an average of 
15 minutes during the school day for a 
brain break.

The school Health Advisory Council 
is a group of district-level adminis-
tration, parents, students and com-
munity members that advocate for 
community values and health issues 
in FISD. A subcommittee on physical 
and health education analyzed data 
and conducted surveys over the pro-
gram’s impact.

FISD parent Angela Dunford 
became interested in brain breaks 
when her oldest son began kindergar-
ten with only one recess on his sched-
ule. The mother of three eventually 
started the Frisco Parents for Recess 
group in April 2018 just before meet-
ing with Ginn and Monica Jackson, 

More play time on the way for Frisco ISD 
elementary students in 2019-20 program

All elementary students in Frisco 
ISD will participate in a structured 
“brain break” during the school day as 
part of a one-year pilot program that 
started in August.

The break will last 10-15 minutes 
and be an addition to the traditional 
30-minute recess, said Christy Fiori, 
FISD managing director of elementary 
schools. The breaks give students 
time to exercise their bodies and their 
brains, whether it be outdoors or 
indoors, playing with giant checkers, 
Jenga, hula hoops or jump ropes.

The district has � ve elementary 
schools serving Plano residents, 
including Spears, Riddle, Borchardt, 
Taylor and Anderson elementary 
schools, one of which was included in 
Frisco’s initial trial.

The pilot is an extension of a 
previous trial at � ve FISD elementary 
schools during the 2018-19 school 
year, one of which was Plano’s 
Borchardt Elementary School. The dis-
trict surveyed school sta�  and parents 
a� er the test and received positive 
results, Fiori said.

Among the � ndings, nearly 45% 
of teachers at pilot schools reported 
students were better at new concept 
retention and less disruptive than they 
were the year before.

“There were noted pieces in there 

BY ELIZABETH UCLÉS
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CITY & COUNTY News from the city of Plano and Plano and Frisco ISDs

Frisco ISD pursues contract with sourcing company to address shortage of substitute teachers, aides
 FRISCO ISD  The district is contract-
ing with a sourcing company this 
upcoming school year in an effort to 
fill needed substitute teacher and aide 
positions.

The need for substitute teachers in 
FISD increased by approximately 14% 
between the 2016-17 and 2018-19 school 
years—and for aides, by almost 42%. 
But the ability to fill those absences 
has become more challenging. FISD 
approved a contract with substitute 
sourcing company ESS South Central 
at a July 10 special board meeting. The 
contract adds $2.2 million to the budget 
for the upcoming 2019-20 school year.

The contract aims to increase the dis-
trict’s current pool from approximately 
1,000-1,100 substitutes to between 
1,500-2,000.

When a substitute is unavailable at 
elementary schools, classrooms are 
often divided among teachers in the 
same grade level, Managing Director 
of Elementary Schools Christy Fiori 
said. At the secondary level, Mark 
Mimms, incoming managing director 

of secondary schools, said teachers 
in subject-level teams may have to 
sacrifice instructional planning time to 
fill holes.

The substitute shortage is more 
apparent when teachers are absent for 
extended periods or during flu season 
when several are out at the same time, 
said Anna Koenig, school district man-
aging director of human resources.

And though Mimms and Fiori said 
FISD teachers are quick to step in 
wherever needed, it can take a toll on 
morale.

ESS South Central will offer pro-
fessional development and training, 
benefits, a 401(k) and additional incen-
tives to get substitutes in schools that 
struggle to fill absences. FISD’s current 
substitutes will transition into the com-
pany, but those with relationships with 
certain schools will still have priority 
over newer substitutes, said Pamela 
Linton, FISD’s chief human resources 
officer.

“We don’t want to alienate the subs 
we have now,” Linton said. “We need 

them, we want them back, and we 
want to maintain that relationship.”

Koenig said substitutes can now 
receive weekly pay, which she said is 
a “huge” incentive for those district 
employees.

Other incentives the district 
approved in March, such as extra pay 

on Mondays and Fridays, will no longer 
be in place, Koenig said. The board, 
however, will maintain increased sub-
stitute pay at $100 a day for those with 
college degrees, $110 a day for those 
with teaching certificates and $80 a 
day for aides.

Collin County REALTORS® are passionate about protecting our communities, private property 
rights, and homeownership. As the leading voice of real estate, we successfully helped pass 

legislation during the 86th session reforming your property taxes and ensuring that Texans have 
a voice regarding their property rights.

Jeff Leach, Texas REALTOR® Champion

Angela Paxton, Texas REALTOR® Honor Roll

Pat Fallon, Texas REALTOR® Honor Roll

Justin Holland, Texas REALTOR® Honor Roll

Candy Noble, Texas REALTOR® Honor Roll

Jared Patterson, Texas REALTOR® Honor Roll

The Collin County 
Association of REALTORS® 
invites you to join us for a 
review of the 86th Texas 
Legislative Session with 
our greater North Texas 
delegation.

Each session, REALTORS® across Texas honor the state legislators who 
had a signifi cant impact protecting your property rights. We would 
like to thank all of our legislators in North Texas, but particularly:

SEE ADVOCATING FOR PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS IN ACTION!

Oct. 3
 5:30-8 p.m.

Collin College Spring 
Creek Campus 

Conference Center

RSVP TO JESSICA@CCAR.NET

2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway, 
Plano, TX 75074

2016-17 School year

Substitutes neededSubstitute teachers Substitute aides

Substitutes FISD has improved in its ability to fill absences 
with substitutes. FISD officials said the district 
still needs more substitutes in its pool to 
ensure 95% of classrooms have a substitute 
when teachers or aides are absent.

91%
filled

63%
filled

88%
filled

56%
filled

44%
needed

12% 
needed

9% 
needed

37% 
needed

57%
filled

43% 
needed

86%
filled

14% 
needed
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News from the city of Plano and Plano and Frisco ISDs

 PLANO  City Council on Aug. 12 
discussed nearly $143 million in 
capital expenditures for the 2019-20 
Community Investment Program. 
Roughly $78 million of the general 
expenses are for street improvement 
projects. The majority of spending in 
that category is for street construction, 
which is estimated to cost $38 million. 
The council will vote on the CIP on 
Sept. 9.

 PLANO  City Council on Aug. 12 
approved a $2.7 million economic 
development incentive agreement and 
a 50% property tax rebate for Reata 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. The agreement 
conditions include occupying 300,000 
square feet of offi ce space and 
employing up to 700 job equivalents 
by December 2024. The offi ce will be 
located at the southwest corner of 
Legacy Drive and Communications 
Parkway.

 PLANO  City Council approved a 
$248,000 expenditure Aug. 12 to 
cover engineering services for the 
reconstruction of screening walls, 
sidewalks and adjacent alley pavement 
near Red Wolf Lane and 15th Street.

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTON, ELIZABETH UCLÉS, OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER  AND GAVIN PUGH

Texas Instruments delays $3.2 billion expansion of its PISD-taxed chip plant
 PLANO ISD  A planned expansion that was dubbed the city of 
Richardson’s single-largest corporate investment to date has 
been postponed.

A groundbreaking for the $3.2 billion expansion of Texas 
Instruments’ facility at Alma and Renner roads is now 
scheduled to happen in the third quarter of 2021, according 
to a letter sent by attorneys with Plano ISD to the state comp-
troller’s offi  ce.

Texas Instruments could not be reached for comment, but 
the letter points to current market conditions as the reason 
for the delay. The company was originally scheduled to 
break ground this fall.

Earlier this year, PISD reached a property tax deal with 
Texas Instruments that would result in signifi cant savings 

for both entities. Under the terms of the Chapter 313 agree-
ment, the district will receive $20 million over the course of 
a decade.

In response to the company’s delay, the district submitted 
an amended application May 20 to the state comptroller’s 
offi  ce that revises the terms of the tax agreement. A June 7 
letter to PISD Superintendent Sara Bonser confi rmed the 
comptroller had certifi ed the amendments.

PISD offi  cials were not available to answer questions on 
the changes.

The city of Richardson is also poised to receive $72 million 
in property tax revenue as a result of its own deal with Texas 
Instruments. A representative was not available to comment 
on whether its agreement will need to be revised. Plano City Council meets at 7 p.m. on 

the second and fourth Monday of each 
month at the Plano Municipal Center, 
1520 K Ave., Plano. www.plano.gov

The Plano Planning and Zoning 
Commission meets at 7 p.m. on the 
fi rst and third Monday of each month at 
the Plano Municipal Center, 1520 K Ave., 
Plano. www.plano.gov

The Plano ISD board of trustees is 
scheduled to meet at 7 p.m. Sept. 3 
in the boardroom at 2700 W. 15th St., 
Plano. www.pisd.edu

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_pln

MEETINGS

Plano’s Archgate Montessori to continue private school program this year
 PLANO  For this school year at least, 
Archgate Montessori will continue to 
operate a small private school program 
at its Plano property despite sustained 
opposition from some nearby homeown-
ers.

Plano City Council on Aug. 12 voted to 
approve a private school permit for the 
Montessori day care that would expire at 
the end of the school year.

The permit would allow up to 50 stu-
dents to participate in the private school 
program this year, with a cap of just over 

300 children in the day care program.
Archgate Montessori has been operat-

ing as a private school since 2016. Earlier 
this year, city of Plano staff  learned the 
program had been operating without the 
necessary private school permit.

Some residents of the nearby neigh-
borhood opposed granting the permit, 
expressing concern about the traffi  c the 
program would bring to the area and its 
possible eff ect on home values. Some 
also took issue with how the school oper-
ated before it had the appropriate permit.

Aug. 21, 2018
The board of trustees votes to accept the application at a Plano ISD 
board meeting. Details about Texas Instruments plans surfaced 
after it submitted an application for a 10-year PISD tax agreement.

April 9, 2019
The PISD board of trustees votes to enter into a 10-year tax 
agreement with Texas Instruments regarding the company’s 
manufacturing facility expansion project.

March 5, 2019
PISD trustees approve an extension to continue negotiations 
regarding a tax-agreement application with Texas Instruments. This 
agreement could save the company tens of millions of dollars.

July 17, 2019
The expansion is postponed. A groundbreaking for the 
$3.2 billion expansion of Texas Instruments’ facility is 
now scheduled to happen in the third quarter of 2021.

2018

Timeline How a deal for a $3.2 billion manufacturing investment in Plano ISD boundaries came about—and was delayed 

SOURCES: PLANO ISD, TEXAS INSTRUMENTS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

2019

A new building is under construc-
tion at Archgate Montessori as the 
school plans to expand its private 
school program.

LI
E

SB
E

TH
 P

O
W

E
R

S/
C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 IM

PA
C

T 
N

E
W

SP
A

P
E

R

N

LEGACY DR.

O
H

IO
 D

R
.

Local. Experienced.
Independent. Your Neighbor. 

Our local offi ce is your local offi ce!

2951 W. 15th Street Plano, TX 75075

CSR@sgt55.comwww.sgt55.com

VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS

$500UP
TOSAVE

ON HOME AND AUTO INSURANCE

469-214-4200 | Se Habla Espanol

And many more carriers!

5804 Coit Rd #108, Plano, TX, 75023  
(972) 767-7273
Open Mon-Fri 8-5 | www.fyzical.com/plano

Spelled Different Because We Are Different!

NOW OPEN IN PLANO!

Are physical limitations 
or pain impacting your 

ability to move and enjoy 
life? If so, it’s time to 

GET FYZICAL®!

Introductory 
Price: 

$50/session!
Mention this ad to claim FREE initial consult & 

balance test + goodie bag (up to $170 value!) 
*Senior citizens most benefi t from balance assessment
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Listen to the City’s monthly podcast at   insideplano.com

Sign up for weekly news updates from the City of Plano at   plano.gov/news 

F I S C A L  Y E A R  ( F Y )  2 0 1 9 -2 0 2 0  R E C O M M E N D E D  B U D G E T P R O P E R T Y  TA X  E X E M P T I O N S
We continue to follow budget practices that 
allow Plano to hold a triple A bond rating. 
These practices include maintaining 30 days of 
working capital in the General Fund, timely 
audits, and maintaining a capital maintenance 
fund. Additionally, the city will now follow a 
new methodology for sales tax that uses a 
mid-year true-up to re-estimate expected sales 
tax revenues.

P E R S O N N E L
Plano’s citizens are accustomed to a high level 
of customer service, quality programs and 
excellent amenities. Our city staff takes pride in 
maintaining these standards through a culture 
of service, guided by our organizational values. 
To retain and attract our excellent workforce, 
the budget includes a 3% salary increase and 
10 positions for public safety and upcoming 
community investment projects.

P R O P E R T Y  TA X
The FY 2019-2020 budget focuses on maintaining
quality infrastructure, services, financial policies 
and personnel all at the effective tax rate. This 
tax rate will generate the same overall level of 
property tax revenue as FY 2018-19 for properties
on the tax roll during FY 2019-20. This is possible
due to new property and development growth 
such as Legacy West.

For additional information regarding the FY 2019 
–2020 recommended budget and community 
investment program, visit plano.gov/
recommendedbudget. If you have questions or 
comments, email us at askplano@plano.gov.

The FY 2019-2020 recommended budget is the financial roadmap 
for the City of Plano over the coming year. It defines the priorities 
for our community and balances the City’s needs with available 
resources. The combined budget for FY 2019-2020 totals $602 
million dollars. It focuses on five elements that sustain Plano’s 
excellence as a place where residents and visitors love to live, 
work and play. These elements are maintaining quality infrastructure, 
following strong financial policies, providing high service levels, 
investing in people and lowering the property tax rate.

After several years of strong economic 

growth and recovery, the City is now in a 
stable position to meet service demands 
generated by new businesses and residents. 
The FY 2019-2020 budget reflects the City’s 
ability to provide sustained excellence at 
current levels. Long-range plans will ensure 
the City can meet demands for today’s 
service levels, while also preparing for the 
infrastructure needs of new technology 
and challenges.

As Plano matures, it is critical for the City 

to reinvest in what it owns. Guided by data 
analysis, such as the Pavement Assessment 
Report, the recommended budget addresses 
the most pressing problems of today while 
building a foundation for a strong and 
successful Plano for our next generation 
of residents. 

Q UA L I T Y
INFRASTRUCTURE

S E RV I C E
D E M A N D S

F I N A N C I A L
P O L I C I E S

$ IF YOU’RE A
HOMEOWNER 
IN PLANO,
YOU RECEIVE A

IF YOU’RE A
SENIOR OR HAVE A
DISABILITY,
YOU RECEIVE
AN ADDITIONAL

IF YOU’RE 
65 YEARS 
& OVER, OR DISABLED, 
YOU ALSO RECEIVE

AG E  6 5  A N D  O L D E R  O R  D I SA B L E D  TA X  F R E E Z E
Homeowners 65 and over, or disabled, can apply for a tax freeze on their City of Plano 
taxes. Once frozen, taxes on that home cannot increase as long as you own and live in it.
The taxes on your home can go below the tax freeze, but will never go higher as long
as you live in that home unless you improve your home. Improvements are things like
adding a garage or a bedroom. Your tax freeze will adjust to reflect improvements.

= $263,703TAXABLE HOME VALUE

SENIOR / DISABILITY EXEMPTION

TAXABLE PROPERTY VALUE 
WITH HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION

–   $40,000

Homeowners who are 65 and over, or disabled, can get an additional property tax exemption.
$ 4 0 , 0 0 0  S E N I O R / D I S A B I L I T Y  E X E M P T I O N

$303,703

TOTAL DEDUCTION = $75,926

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION
APPRAISED VALUE APPRAISED VALUE$379,629 $379,629

–   $75,926

= $303,703NEW TAXABLE 
PROPERTY VALUE

TOTAL DEDUCTION

Anyone who owns a home in Plano can use a homestead exemption on one property.
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THE MOST AWARDED MEAT MARKET IN 
COLLIN COUNTY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

SAUSAGE - SMOKING WOODS
1301 W. PARKER RD., SUITE #100, PLANO, TX | 972-633-5593

TUESDAY - FRIDAY. 10:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M. AND 
SATURDAY. 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
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Rd.

10% OFF
ENTIRE PURCHASE

MUST PRESENT THIS OFFER. 
OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 7, 2019

101 S Greenville Ave
Richardson, Tx
Delivering Beautiful Window
Decor Since 1972
Visit Our Showroom Today!
972-699-1151

SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS

REBATES STARTING AT
$150*

Modern Living.  
Smart Savings.
Hunter Douglas shades with PowerView®  
Motorization move automatically to schedules  
you set.** Save now on qualifying purchases  
with the associated smart hub.

SmartLooks Window & Wall Decor

www.smartlooksdecor.com

Your hometown source for
Blinds Shades Shutters Draperies 
Wallpaper & Fabrics - Our Team Is 
ready to assist with your project needs!

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 6/29/19-9/9/19 from participating dealers in the US only. Each window fashions unit 
must include PowerView Motorization to qualify for rebate. Offer excludes HDOriginsTM abd NantucketTM Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window 
Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 4 weeks of rebate claim approval. Funds do not expire. Subject to appli-
cable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. See complete terms distributed 
with reward card. Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. **PowerView® App and PowerView® Hub required. ©2019 
Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 19Q3NPSIC1

WINDOW & WALL DECOR
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Mexico ...........................................  44.6%

India ..................................................9%

El Salvador .......................................4.5%

Vietnam ............................................4.4%

China ................................................2.3%

Honduras  .........................................2.1%

Nigeria ..............................................2%

Philippines ....................................... 1.7%

Korea ................................................ 1.7%

Pakistan ........................................... 1.3%

Population trends
Immigrants moving to Plano accounted for roughly 70% of the entire city’s 
population growth from 2009-17.

Immigrants’ spending power

Top occupations with highest share of immigrant workers

INSIDE INFORMATION

Plano is attracting new residents—not only from oth-
er states but from around the world—as immigrants 

settle down in the region. Immigrants made up more 
than 18.7% of the regional population and 25% of 

the Plano population in 2017, according to the latest 
data available from the U.S. Census Bureau. 

Immigration

New American Economy, an independent research and advocacy organization, esti-
mates immigrants hold $33.2 billion of the North Texas region’s spending power while 
paying $10.5 billion in federal, state and local taxes.

Jeremy Robbins, executive director of New American Economy, presented the data at 
an immigration panel discussion on July 24. The discussion covered topics ranging from 
immigrants’ effect on the North Texas economy to their roles in key regional industries.

snapshot

IMMIGRANTS IN PLANO
Regions of origin
An estimated 70,674 immigrants lived in Plano in 2017. Of those, 
33,526 residents are naturalized U.S. citizens.
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IMMIGRANTS IN THE NORTH TEXAS REGION*

Amount earned by all immigrant households

Painters, construction 
and maintenance workers

73.2%

Maids/housekeeping 
cleaners

70.5%

Construction 
workers

68.7%

Carpenters

67.1%

Grounds maintenance 
workers

61.6%

Plano

These 2017 numbers refl ect the spending power of 
all immigrants in the region, including those with and 
without documentation.

UNDOCUMENTED 
IMMIGRANTS: These may 
include those who entered 
the country without legal 
status or those whose 
legal status has expired. 

DEFERRED ACTION FOR CHILDHOOD 
ARRIVALS-ELIGIBLE HOUSEHOLDS: DACA is a 
program that provides certain legal protec-
tions for those who entered the country as chil-
dren without legal status. Lawsuits challenging 
the program are ongoing in federal courts.

TOTAL: $43.8 BILLION

$7.3B

$3.2B

$33.2B

Amount earned by undocumented households

$776M

$480M

$10.2B

TOTAL: $11.5 BILLION

Amount earned by Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals-eligible households

$105M

$94M

$821M

TOTAL: $1 BILLION

Federal 
taxes paid

State and local 
taxes paid

Remaining 
spending power

A

B

C

A B C

A

B

C

A

B

C

*THE NORTH TEXAS REGION REFERS TO THE COUNTIES 
FALLING IN THE DALLAS-FORT WORTH-ARLINGTON 
METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA. THE REGION COVERS 
13 COUNTIES, INCLUDING COLLIN, DALLAS, DENTON AND 
TARRANT COUNTIES.

Top 10 
countries 
of origin 
in 2017

Africa: 3,808

Asia: 43,648

Europe: 4,821

Latin America: 16,645   

Oceania: 153 

North America: 1,599

DESIGNED BY 
BREANNA FLORES

Legacy

Coit
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BACK
SCHOOL

2019-20 PISD GUIDE

Aug. 12 marked the first day of school in 

Plano ISD. Start the year right with these 

back-to-school tips.

to

Those who would like to volunteer with Plano ISD may apply 
at www.pisd.edu/volunteer. If you have volunteered 
before, you must reapply as of July 1 of each year. Volunteers 
who work with students will undergo a criminal history check 
by the district.

Important DATES
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY

SEPT. 2
COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY

OCT. 14
STUDENT HOLIDAY

OCT. 15

WINTER BREAK

DEC. 23-JAN. 3
MLK HOLIDAY

JAN. 20

GUIDE

TO KNOW ABOUT 
SCHOOL SAFETY IN PISD

3 things
1. The number of school resource officers at 
PISD rose from 10 officers and one sergeant 
to 25 officers and two sergeants as of August 
2019. The expanded program now totals 14 
officers in high school and senior high schools 
and 12 in middle schools.

2. PISD’s Detection K-9 program checks PISD 
campuses daily. The two K-9 contraband de-
tection teams are made up of one drug detec-
tion team and one explosives detection team.  
Areas covered by the teams include parked 
cars, lockers, classrooms and common areas.

3. The district has a public address system in-
stalled at all school campuses, with the senior 
high schools being the most recent to update 
to this system. These broadcast a message in 
event of an emergency.

Plano ISD’s Pasar after-school care 
program is for students in pre-K 
through fifth grade and is located 
on all elementary campuses. Pasar 
is prepaid and gives students an 
opportunity to work on homework, 
participate in recreational activities 
and enhance their skill development. 

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 2:45 p.m.-6:30 
p.m., Fri. 2:45 p.m.-6 p.m.

For more information or to sign up 
for after-school care, visit 
www.pisd.edu/pasar.

PTA members advocate on behalf 
of families and teachers. There 

is no commitment required, but 
volunteering at your PTA’s campus is 

encouraged. The cost to join varies 
based on campus but usually falls 

between $6.50-$20. A list of local PTAs 
and more information on how to join is 

available at www.planopta.org.

JOIN YOUR LOCAL parent-teacherASSOCIATION

BECOMING
a volunteer

RENOVATIONS
Below are three of the most extensive 
Plano ISD construction projects planned 
to be completed in August 2019.* 

Major renovations
ROBINSON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Construction started: March 2018
Scheduled completion: August 2019
Cost: $27.97 million

Upgrades/refurbishments
BOWMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL
Construction started: March 2019 
Scheduled construction completion 
(summer scope): August 2019 
Scheduled construction completion 
(fall scope): November 2019
Cost: $8.72 million

Enhancements
VINES HIGH SCHOOL ART 
RENOVATION
Construction started: June 2019 
Scheduled construction completion: 
August 2019
Cost: $3.28 million

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

MAY 22
SPRING BREAK

MARCH 9-13

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

NOV. 26-29

CAMPUS
AFTER SCHOOLcare

*FOR A MORE COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF 
CONSTRUCTION UPDATES, VISIT THE BOND PROGRAMS 
PAGE ON THE PLANO ISD WEBSITE. SOURCES: PLANO ISD SAFETY AND SECURITY, PLANO ISD COMMUNICATIONS, PLANO 

ISD COUNCIL OF PTAS, PLANO ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

COMPILED BY LIESBETH POWERS

focusEDUC TION 2 0 1 9

I N  M A I L B O X E S  T H I S  S E P T E M B E R

Public

Connect with us!Advertisers. News sources. Readers. 
We want to hear from you! 

866.989.6808
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James B. Sinkule Jr., a 23-year technician and woodwind specialist with Williamson Music 1st, performs a routine sound 
and play check on a baritone saxophone. 
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 W illiamson Music 1st was born out of a par-
ent’s creative response to a broken violin. 

To avoid going to lessons as a preteen, Mark Wil-
liamson tried destroying his violin. His father, a music 
educator in Richardson ISD, took the violin to a local 
luthier and learned how to repair it that weekend.

“And Monday morning, he went to his lessons,” 
said Andre Yanniello, one of four current partners 
at Williamson Music 1st, laughing as he retold the 
store’s origin story. 

Williamson Violin Shop was run out of the 
Williamson family’s garage from 1965-80, when the 
company moved to the � rst of the Plano location’s 
three buildings. 

Williamson Music 1st in Plano now serves as the 
warehouse for eight company stores. The location 
is responsible for all inventory, rental reservations 
and online orders, which Yanniello oversees. He 
also helps add to Williamson’s online lesson system, 
which is largely targeted at beginners.

“This is the only industry that we can think of 

where you’re required to pick up a [$1,000]-to-$2,000 
piece of equipment for a class, and you receive no 
instruction manual for it,” Yanniello said. “And we 
thought that was kind of odd, so we were trying to 
solve that problem and give the added value.”

Those who purchase or rent instruments receive 
a free year of online instruction. If students wish to 
continue studying their instrument or want more 
challenging instruction, they can sign up for in-per-
son instruction.

“When you’re starting a new student, my goal is 
that they fall in love with music and that they want 
to continue it through their life,” Yanniello said. 
“We’re trying to establish ourselves as a trusted 
source of quality education, not just to be a retailer 
in people’s minds.”

Yanniello began repairing instruments in 2008 
a� er eight years in the army band. He joined forces 
with Ray Gore in 2013, creating Music 1st in Frisco. 
The company later merged with Williamson Music, 
creating Williamson Music 1st in 2015.

BY LIESBETH POWERSWilliamson Music 1st
Local music store aims to educate and inspire

BUSINESS FEATURE

Williamson Music 1st

701 E. Plano Parkway, 
Ste. 100, Plano

972-516-1331

www.wm1st.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 
a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., closed Sun.

75
N

PGBT
TOLL

E. PLANO PKWY.

Andre Yanniello is a part owner. He joined the company in 
2015. He now oversees inventory and does repair work.

HOW TO CLEAN A TUBA
Williamson Music 1st rental instruments undergo a 
routine check during the summer. T.J. Reinhardt, a 15-
year technician, explains the process for a tuba.

• Step 1: The horn is disassembled. All parts, including 
slides, valves and keys, are removed from the horn.

• Step 2: After being completely disassembled, the 
body is placed in the ultrasonic cleaning bath. The 
machine cleans the instrument with vibrations rather 
than acids, making the process easier and safer for 
players, according to Reinhardt.

• Step 3: Any necessary dent work, part replacement 
and slide lubrication is taken care of after the bath. 
This can include soldering the parts together, as 
shown above.

• Step 4: The horn is then fully reassembled and given 
a fi nal inspection before being returned to its owner 
or being prepped for rental.

CARPET CLEANING

3
ROOMS

2
ROOMS

ONLY $99 ONLY $99

CARPET  •  TILE & GROUT  •  HARDWOOD  •  UPHOLSTERY
AREA RUG  •  24 HOUR WATER RESTORATIONAREA RUG  •  24 HOUR WATER RESTORATIONAREA RUG  •  24 HOUR WATER RESTORATIONAREA RUG  •  24 HOUR WATER RESTORATIONAREA RUG  •  24 HOUR WATER RESTORATIONAREA RUG  •  24 HOUR WATER RESTORATIONAREA RUG  •  24 HOUR WATER RESTORATION

SUMMER BRINGS DIRT IN.

WE TAKE IT OUT.

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. 
Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Area rug offer not applicable to installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off-site Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Area rug offer not applicable to installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off-site Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Area rug offer not applicable to installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off-site Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Area rug offer not applicable to installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off-site Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Area rug offer not applicable to installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off-site 
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FOR A CLEANER && HEALTHIER HOME™

1-800-STEEMER®  |   stanleysteemer.com

1/1/1 2/2/  OFF
CLEAN 1 RUG

GET A 2ND

OFF-SITE AREA RUG 
CLEANING

TILE & GROUT or 
HARDWOOD CLEANING

Expires: 10/31/19
Promo Code: AR12F

Expires: 10/31/19
Promo Code: 3CPT9

Expires: 10/31/19
Promo Code: 2THW9
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Rice N Roti

2411 Coit Road, Ste. 160, Plano

469-467-9525

www.ricenrotitx.com

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m-1 p.m., 
Sun. 11:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
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 R ani Nanjappa made quick work 
of re� ning Rice N Roti’s menu 

when she took over as owner in 2011.
“The menu was already there, and 

we introduced some new items, and I 
changed a lot of the recipes,” Nanjappa 
said. “[It’s] the same old dishes, but I 
tweaked and made [them] ... tastier.” 

Nanjappa said she balanced out the 
spices for the various biryani dishes 
she serves at her restaurant. The 
mixed-rice dish chicken dum biryani, 
for example, was a touch too sour for 
Nanjappa’s preference, she said.

Nanjappa aims to provide authentic 
Indian dishes while combining the cui-
sines from both north and south India.

“That is the focus; it is more like 
home-cooked,” said Nick Punyamurthi, 

Nanjappa’s friend and business 
partner. “It is less greasy, and a lot of 
Indians are even vegetarians, so there 
are plenty of vegetarian [options].”

Nanjappa said the goat dishes are 
some of her bestselling menu items, 
as goat meat can be more di�  cult to 
source than other meats. Goat is com-
monly used in Indian dishes, she said.

“People say [at] some other restau-
rants that it’s not cooked properly,” 
Nanjappa said. “Here, it’s tender … 
[and] it’s easy to take o�  the bone.”

But Punyamurthi said not all 
customers are accustomed to the spici-
ness of Indian dishes.

“There are some Indians, depending 
on the region, that want it even spic-
ier,” he said. “She will even custom 

make each dish, so … she can make it 
hotter or spicier than what is o� ered 
generally.”

For customers with a lower spice 
tolerance, Nanjappa recommends they 
try the chicken tikka masala.

“You can’t go wrong with that,” 
Nanjappa said.

The restaurant also caters to vege-
tarian diets with meatless dishes such 
as thali. The dish comes with vege-
table biryani, three vegetable curries 
and samples from other menu options 
at Rice N Roti.

Providing quality food and service 
has always been one of Nanjappa’s 
passions, Punyamurthi said.

 It “makes my day” when people 
enjoy the food, Nanjappa added.

BY GAVIN PUGHRice N Roti
Owner offers traditional Indian fare using recipes from north, south

Common Indian dishes can vary 
greatly by region. Indian cuisine is 
often divided by the northern and 
southern regions of the country.

Friends and business partners 
Nick Punyamurthi (left) and Rani 
Nanjappa run Rice N Roti.

Rani Nanjappa said she customized 
the chicken dum biryani ($8.99) to 
better suit her tastes when she took 
over as owner in 2011.

Nick Punyamurthi said the vegetarian thali ($8.99) is comparable to Spanish tapas, as cus-
tomers can sample several popular dishes in one meal.

The goat fry ($10.99) is one of Rice N 
Roti’s bestsellers, as the meat is com-
monly used in Indian dishes but can be 
hard to locally source, Nanjappa said.

Northern dishes include dairy-rich 
ingredients, saffron and nuts. Com-
mon dishes include paneer, biryani, 
samosas and the frequent use of 
naan bread.

Though varying from state 
to state, south Indian cuisine 
generally uses rice, lentils 
and spices in its dishes. Common 
meals include stews, soups and dry 
curries. Dosa is also a popular dish, 
which is made from rice batter and 
is comparable to a thin pancake.

SOURCE: USA TODAY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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CONSERVE YOUR WATER SOURCE.
LOVE LAVON LAKE.

WE TURN YOUR FAVORITE CAMPING SPOT INTO SWEET TEA. 
HOMEGROWN TOMATOES AND BACKYARD CANNONBALL.

NORTH
TEXAS 
MUNICIPAL 
WATER 
DISTRICT

FOR CONSERVATION TIPS, VISIT NTMWD.COM
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REAL ESTATE TRANSPORTATION

for, waive, absorb, rebate or o� set an 
insurance deductible. Insured poli-
cyholders also violate the law if they 
knowingly submit or allow a claim with 
a waived or reduced deductible. 

Both roo� ng presidents said they 
are rolling out educational cam-
paigns about the new law and what 
homeowners can do to get a fair 
deductible.  

Karen Vermaire Fox, executive 
director of the North Texas Roo� ng 
Contractors Association, said home-
owners need to know what they are 
responsible for. 

“Homeowners are going to have to 
be a little more particular,” Vermaire 
Fox said. 

But Frisco resident Michael Yamada 
said the law could result in repairs 
not getting done due to lack of 
a� ordability.

“I’m scared as a homeowner,” 
Yamada said. “If I can’t pay to have 
it done, what happens when I don’t 
get it done and have more damage 
happen?” 

Homeowners to pay roof replacement deductible
 TEXAS  Homeowners can no longer 
take advantage of a “free roof” under 
a new law that goes into e� ect Sept. 1.

Under Texas House Bill 2102, which 
was approved in the most recent 
legislative session, roo� ng contractors 
who o� er to waive the homeowners’ 
deductible on their property insurance 
policy could face jail time. 

The practice of waived deductibles 
by roofers became commonplace in 
North Texas, Zelle law � rm attorney 
Steven Badger said. 

“It became an expectation in North 
Texas that if you had hail damage, the 
contractor would waive your deduct-
ible and you would get a free roof,” 
Badger said. 

Though frequent, the practice has 
been illegal in Texas since 1989. But 
“poorly written” law resulted in little 
enforcement, Badger said. 

HB 2102 requires roofers to include 
boldfaced language in their contracts 
stating homeowners must pay the 
deductible under their property insur-
ance policy. The law makes it a criminal 
o� ense for a roo� ng contractor to pay FULL STORY BY ELIZABETH UCLÉS

EDUCATION

which awarded over $5.2 million in 
Texas Talent Connection grants to 
di� erent innovative job placement 
and workforce training programs. 
The waterworks program was one 
of 15 programs in the state to receive 
funding.

Collin College’s program aims to 
address the escalating shortage of 
workers in the water and wastewater 
treatment industry, according to a 

Collin College news release.
“This new program will help 

develop a pipeline of future employ-
ees critical to supporting our 
fast-growing North Texas region,” 
NTMWD Executive Director Tom Kula 
said in the release.

The Waterworks program will be 
available for 60 students, who can 
choose between two training paths.
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Collin College receives state funding for new waterworks training program
 COLLIN COLLEGE  A new program for 
waterworks training is underway at 
Collin College starting this fall.

The college received more than 
$158,000 for its new waterworks train-
ing program, which is being devel-
oped in partnership with the North 
Texas Municipal Water District, a 
regional wholesale water, wastewater 
and solid waste services provider.

Funding comes from the state, FULL STORY BY EMILY DAVIS
Collin College received funding for a new 
Waterworks training program this fall.

Construction to start soon on Collin County Outer 
Loop from Dallas North Tollway to Preston Road
 COLLIN COUNTY  The county is 
picking up momentum on the 
Collin County Outer Loop project as 
construction for another segment of 
roadway is set to start next month.

During an Aug. 5 Collin County 
Commissioners Court meeting, com-
missioners approved a contract with 
Mario Sinacola & Sons Excavating for 
the construction of a southern, east-
bound frontage road and a portion 
of Outer Loop main lanes between 
the Dallas North Tollway and Preston 
Road in the Celina area.

Construction is expected to start in 
September, with completion pegged 
for summer 2021.

Upwards of $18.5 million will be 
awarded to the excavation company 
for construction, $5 million of which 
will come from unused funds le�  over 
from a previously issued amount for 
a segment of Outer Loop between 
US 75 and SH 121 that has since been 
completed.
FULL STORY BY EMILY DAVIS

COLLIN COUNTY
OUTER LOOP
Once complete, the Collin County 
Outer Loop is proposed to extend east 
from the Denton County and Collin 
County line then south to Rockwall 
County. The loop is expected to help 
relieve traffi c on US 380 and SH 78.

SOURCE: COLLIN COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Bureau. Scoggin said if there was ever a 
question about where to meet up with 
friends, Collin Creek Mall was always 
the answer.

Collin Creek Mall regained its title as 
the place to be on the night of its send-
off  party in July.

Young and old alike fl ocked to the 
nearly 40-year-old shopping center 
to say goodbye. Thousands fi lled the 
spaces that had steadily emptied over 
the course of the last few years as 
stores suff ered and closed.

“It was such an integral part of the 
coming-of-age of two generations in 
Plano—two generations and possibly 
three,” Scoggin said. “It became much 
more than just a shopping mall.”

For Jeremy Herrera, a 25-year-old 
who grew up in Plano, it was hard to 
watch the place where he spent a sig-
nifi cant share of his formative years 
grow emptier and emptier. 

“Now that they’re tearing down half 
of it, I just feel like, ‘There goes my 

childhood,’” Herrera said.
Crews were expected to begin tear-

ing down parts of the building near the 
end of August or beginning of Septem-
ber, developer Mehrdad Moayedi said. 
The demolition is part of an extensive 
project to redevelop the mall property 
into a $1 billion mixed-use destination. 

‘THIS IS WHERE I GREW UP’

Attendees of the redevelopment kick-
off  event gravitated toward the stage set 
in the center of the mall. An ’80s cover 
band played “Jessie’s Girl” and “Sum-
mer of ’69.” Dancing to the beat wearing 
neon tights, a jean skirt and arms full of 
bangles was Hava Johnston.

Johnston is the creator of the Face-
book page “Collin Creek Mall: an 
era gone by.” She also has a lifelong 
relationship with the mall. For weeks 
before the farewell event, residents 
past and present reminisced with sto-
ries and photos on the page.

“[Collin Creek Mall] means every-
thing to me. It’s home; it’s family; it’s 

my children; it’s my marriage; it’s my 
high school; it’s my community; it’s my 
town,” Johnston said. “This is where I 
grew up. It’s where I had my fi rst job; 
it’s where I had my fi rst kiss; it’s where 
I was proposed to.”

Johnston credits the mall’s Facebook 
page with connecting generations of 
people who grew up visiting the mall. 
She and her dancing partner, Erin Ruiz, 
had wondered out loud in late April 
why there was no online space to share 
memories about Collin Creek Mall. The 
next day, Johnston created the page. It 
now sits at roughly 8,000 members.

“That means something. I don’t 
know what, but it means something,” 
Johnston said.

Former Plano Mayor Phil Dyer recalls 
Collin Creek Mall as a recurring topic 
during his time on the Plano Chamber 
in the mid-’80s and ’90s, where he was 
chairman of the board of directors in 
1993. The mall served as an economic 
driver for the city, he said.

“It was a source of revenue; it was a 

source of employment; it was a source 
of community energy,” Dyer said. “It 
was a very important place to Plano 
back in those days.”

The loss of Dillard’s and Macy’s as 
anchor stores at the mall in the last six 
years is in part due to them having newer 
storefronts within a smaller area, accord-
ing to Weitzman, a real estate company 
that studies commercial trends in North 
Texas. Older malls also have diffi  culty 
competing with new shopping trends, 
leading to the trend of mixed-use rede-
velopments using former mall sites, 
Weitzman spokesperson Ian Pierce said.

A NEW VISION

Johnston said she is excited about 
plans to bring boutique retail stores 
and restaurants to the property. 

“It’s not going to be another Big Lots 
and another Bed Bath and Beyond,” 
Johnston said. “This is going to be a 
place where you go to fi nd something 
unique, as Collin Creek Mall is unique.” 

For some, such as Cheryl 

COURTESY CITY OF PLANO

COURTESY CITY OF PLANO

The mall opened with 
anchor stores J.C. Penney, 
Dillard’s, Sanger Harris, 
Lord & Taylor and Sears.

Lord & Taylor closed.  
Mervyn’s department 
store opened.

The center remodel 
removed much of what was 
called the Village Walk on 
level one, which included 
small shops along an 
internal creek.

Stonebriar Centre opened 
in Frisco with a J.C. Penney, 
Foley’s and Sears as three 
of its anchor stores.

The Shops at Willow Bend 
opened in west Plano with 
Foley’s, later renamed 
Macy’s, and Dillard’s as two 
of its four anchor stores.

The closing of 11 Mervyn’s 
department stores 
nationwide led to the fi rst 
sign of decline at Collin 
Creek Mall.

Foley’s store is renamed 
Macy’s after the purchase 
of May Department Stores 
Co., which included all 
Foley’s stores.

1987

SOURCES: CITY OF PLANO, U.S. 
CENSUS BUREAU, WEITZMAN, 

BROOKFIELD PROPERTIES, BUREAU 
OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS, FEDERAL 

RESERVE SYSTEM/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Sanger Harris merged with 
Foley’s and was renamed.

Compiled by LIESBETH POWERS
Designed by BREANNA FLORES
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DECEMBER 2007-JUNE 2009 

The Great Recession 
The Great Recession began in the United States in December 2007 and affected the 
world. A recession, as defi ned by the Bureau of Economic Analysis, is a marked slippage 
in economic activity. Consumer spending began dropping rapidly in September 2008.

Sears

Dillard’sJ.C. 
Penney

The creek that runs through the property was covered by 
parking lots when construction began on Collin Creek Mall.

Discussions began 
regarding a possible mall 
construction project in 
the Central Expressway 
corridor. Construction 
began a few years later.

1977

Collin Creek Mall

Amazing Jake’s opened. 
This addition brought the 
mall’s tenants back to 
nearly full capacity.

2008

In the mall’s heyday, the hallway leading to Dillard’s included a water 
feature that extended through the rest of the fi rst fl oor.

1977-2019: AN ERA GONE BY AT
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Nieuwesterg, speciality stores and out-
door shops have less appeal. 

“I hope that the new venture is good 
and that it will bring some of us older 
people back, because so many things 
now they build, they’re not for the 
older generation,” said Nieuwesterg, a 
Plano resident since 1995. 

The mall was one of the best places 
to take her children to visit Santa Claus, 
she said. She remembers staking out 
from the food court to watch her daugh-
ter work her first job at the hairdresser’s 
shop on the mall’s lower level.

Nikki Fuentez, who moved to the 
area in the ’90s, worked and shopped 
at the mall as a teen. 

“It was sort of sad to watch it decline, 
but in my head, I was like, ‘Maybe 
something will happen where it will 
survive or revive,’” she said.

For years, city officials had dis-
cussed how to revamp the ailing prop-
erty, Dyer said.

“I became mayor 10 years ago. We 
knew that long ago that this was a 

superb location,” said Dyer, who 
became mayor in 2009 and served 
until 2013. 

Most of Collin Creek Mall is now 
closed to the public, with the excep-
tion of the still-active J.C. Penney 
department store. The first and largest 
phase of construction is set to begin 
soon as crews begin to demolish the 
first anchor stores. 

Sisters Heather and Ginger Rogers 
regularly visited the mall as teens in 
the ’80s and shopped there occasion-
ally after that. They have been keeping 
up with Moayedi’s plans to rebuild the 
property. They like that parts of the 
original mall will be kept.

“Trying to hold on to pieces of it 
is pretty cool because it’s like your 
childhood when you’re growing up,” 
Heather Rogers said.

Plano editor Daniel Houston contrib-
uted to this report.

Dillard’s closed. Macy’s closed.

Centurion American 
acquired Collin Creek Mall.

Sears closed.

Amazing Jake’s closed.

2014 2017

2018

2019
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The Collin Creek Mall 
Redevelopment Kickoff 
Party was hosted by 
Centurion American.

Isador Lieberman, M.D., M.B.A., 
F.R.C.S.C., is the Medical Director
of the Scoliosis & Spine Tumor 
Center at Texas Health Plano.

For more information or to schedule an 
appointment, call 1-877-500-5454 
or visit TexasHealth.org/Plano-Spine.

Doctors on the medical staff s practice independently and are not employees or agents of Texas 
Health hospitals or Texas Health Resources. © 2019

Read Ashlyn’s complete story at our website below.

Meet Ashlyn Fiorilli. 

From the time a routine exam 

showed a curve in her spine at age 

12, Texas Health Presbyterian 

Hospital Plano has been there for 

Ashlyn Fiorilli with personalized 

care. An aspiring competitive 

swimmer, Ashlyn opted for a 

scoliosis surgery using a surgical 

robot performed by Dr. Isador 

Lieberman, medical director of our 

Scoliosis & Spine Tumor Center. 

After just six months, she was 

swimming again and breaking her 

own records in no time. And by 

age 15, Ashlyn was competing in 

Olympic Trials with the heart, and 

spine, of a champion.

Advanced scoliosis care 

keeps Texas teen in her lane.



 Israelson said. “The last several years 
really did have a major impact on why 
we were able to do that this year.”

The city of Plano is considering a $602 
million budget for the coming year that 
would provide 3% raises to employees 
and would add the fewest new person-
nel the city has seen in years. This would 
be done without increasing overall tax 
collections from existing properties.

Plano City Council on Aug. 12 com-
mitted to publicize a property tax rate 
of no greater than $0.4482 per $100 
valuation. This rate cut, combined with 
growing appraisal values, is expected 
to result in roughly equal property tax 
collections.

The proposed budget was met with 
praise from Plano City Council mem-
bers who campaigned on freezing tax 
rate increases. Others urged caution 
for what this approach might look like 
in future years.

In the meantime, Israelson said, city 
sta�  is con� dent this proposal meets 
growing demands for city services this 
year without raising overall tax collec-
tions on existing properties. 

WHY THE CHANGE?

Israelson said the city began looking 
at options earlier this year as propos-
als made their way through the Texas 
Legislature that would cap the rate by 
which cities could increase property 
tax revenue year over year.

In the end, the state adopted a new 
law that would require cities to hold a 
public vote to approve a property tax 
revenue increase of more than 3.5%.

But for some Plano City Council 
members elected in the last two elec-
tion cycles, that 3.5% increase was too 
high. Shelby Williams, who joined the 
council a� er winning a runo�  election 
in June, campaigned on holding the 
city to no new property tax revenue—
also referred to as the e� ective tax rate.
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 CONTINUED FROM 1 Ultimately, a city budget can be 
adopted only if it gains the support of at 
least � ve of the council’s eight members.

“A� er this election, it was no mys-
tery that the e� ective tax rate would be 
requested of the city sta� ,” Williams 
said.

In the lead-up to the unveiling of the 
budget July 24, Israelson said he met 
individually with each council mem-
ber. He said he takes council member 
opinions into account along with those 
of the city’s various department heads 
and new state laws.

“Absolutely, it weighs in on how I 
approach things,” Israelson said of his 
conversations with council members. 
“Understanding their goals is some-
thing that’s very important, but it’s 
also balancing those needs of what we 
need to keep up with our programs and 
services.”

Anthony Ricciardelli, a third-year 
council member, is also a proponent 
of the e� ective tax rate. He recounted a 
conversation he had with Israelson the 
day before the budget was unveiled. 

“When [Israelson] was telling me 
about some of the features of the bud-
get that was going to be presented 
tonight, the � rst question I had for him 
was, ‘Do we have that 3% raise in there 
for our employees?’” Ricciardelli said 
at the July 24 budget presentation.

The city was in the thick of the bud-
get process when Israelson succeeded 
former City Manager Bruce Glasscock 
and directed the sta�  to prepare for 
lower property tax revenues, city Bud-
get Director Karen Rhodes-Whitley said.

Israelson said he was watching the 
revenue cap proposals in the Texas 
Legislature earlier this year when he 
gave that direction.

“The change in the way we 
approached our budget really had its 
genesis when we saw what was hap-
pening with the Legislature this past 
session,” Israelson said. “That really 
was the start, because we really didn’t 

QQ
& A

LSLA is a tuition-free charter school that off ers every child 
the opportunity to be challenged and educated with a level 
of rigor and engagement that meets their individual needs.

Enroll Now tuition free

• steam/stem curriculum
• singapore math
• discovery education 

program (science)

• trail of bread crumbs 
(english & writing)

• my world program 
(social studies)

• ixl (adaptive & 
individualized program)

• lexia (adaptive & 
individualized program)

• touch math (multi-sensory 
teaching)

• Spanish, Hebrew, Mandarin 
Chinese & French offered

www.lonestartx.org
@lonestarlanguageacademy Stop by to meet th e team!

Grades

There’s still time to 
enroll for fall!

K-5th!

Budget basics

Q: If the city wants more revenue, does it have to 
increase the tax rate?

A: No. The city does not have to raise the property tax rate to collect more money. 
This is because property values can, and often do, increase over time. If the city’s tax 
rate stays the same, its tax revenue collections will rise as property values increase 
or more property comes online. The city also collects revenue from sales taxes and 
various fees.

Q: What is the effective tax rate?

A: Plano’s budget this year is based on what’s called the effective tax rate. By 
defi nition, this is the tax rate the city needs to collect the same amount of revenue 
from taxes on existing properties as it did the year before. In other words, if property 
values rise, the city would have to lower its tax rate to stay at the same effective rate. 
The state’s truth-in-taxation laws require notices and public hearings if a city wants to 
adopt a rate greater than the effective tax rate.

Differing values

The city is not taking in more money from property taxes, but some homeowners 
may still have higher tax bills. The payments still depend on an individual home’s 
appraisal value.

What the effective tax rate means for a Plano 
home worth $369,050 in 2018-19...

SCENARIO A

If appraisal grows 
by 2.9%

SCENARIO B

If appraisal grows 
by 7%

SCENARIO C

If appraisal grows 
by 0%

Appraisal 
value

$369,050

City tax rate 
per $100 valuation

$0.4603 cents

City property 
tax bill

$1,359

New appraisal value

$379,629
New appraisal value

$394,884
New appraisal value

$369,050
[ New city property tax rate: 44.82 cents/per $100 valuation ]

New property tax bill

$1,361
New property tax bill

$1,416
New property tax bill

$1,323
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know what was going to come out of 
the session.”

HOW THEY DID IT

The city managed to balance the 
competing interests of raises for 
employees with implementing the 
e� ective tax rate. But it took growth 
in other revenue sources—and a bit of 
creative budgeting—to make it work.

The city was able to substantially 
make up the revenue gap by tweak-
ing how it decides the amount of 
sales tax revenue it expects to collect, 
Rhodes-Whitley said.

In recent years, the city had used a 
relatively conservative approach, she 
said. And when the city collected mil-
lions more than it had budgeted, sta�  
would bring the sales tax revenue back 
to the council later in the � scal year to 
be allocated.

Now, the city believes it has a bet-
ter estimate that will more accurately 
re� ect next year’s sales tax revenue, 
Rhodes-Whitley said. This would 
result in about $5 million of additional 
revenue upfront in the budget. It also 
means potentially less revenue would 
come in later in the year.

Some council members expressed 
caution at the July 24 meeting about 
adopting the e� ective tax rate in the 
future. 

Council Member Rick Grady, who 
supported increasing property tax col-
lections to fund city services in years 
past, said lowering the tax rate might 
be manageable this year because the 
immediate risk of an economic down-
turn is probably low.

“As the economy is doing well, as 
home prices are going up, the tax rate 
goes down,” Grady said. “The inverse 
is also true. The economy goes poor, 
home prices go down, tax rate goes up. 
That’s just the way the math works.”

Council Member Maria Tu, who was 
elected in May, pointed out this year’s 
budget would add fewer new person-
nel than the city has done in years. 

“This is not something that’s 
going to happen every year,” Tu said. 
“What’s going to happen the next time 
when we need an increase [in person-
nel]? How is that going to be assessed 
into the budget?”

Williams, a supporter of the e� ective 
tax rate, praised city sta�  for coming 
up with a balanced budget that main-
tained increases in spending and com-
pensation without raising taxes on 
existing properties.

“What we [on the council] have essen-
tially done is say, ‘We’d like to build the 
most fuel-e�  cient car on the planet—oh, 
and by the way, let’s make it the fastest 
car on the roads,’” Williams said. “That’s 
the easy part. What y’all have done—the 
city sta�  … actually delivering on that—is 
monumentally more challenging.”
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FRISCO.UNT.EDU • �972� 668�7100 
2811 INTERNET BLVD SUITE 100, FRISCO, TX 75034

JANUARY 2016

UNT at Frisco is currently at Hall Park 
and Inspire Park, and excitedly awaits 
its future regional campus on Preston 
& Panther Creek Pkwy.

MAY 2018

OCTOBER 2018

AUGUST 2019

NOVEMBER 2022

UNT at Frisco’s fi rst semester at Hall Park

UNT & City of Frisco announce plans for a regional campus

UNT opens Inspire Park, a tech incubator which off ers business 
mentoring as well as student classrooms

UNT at Frisco will now have 16 undergraduate degrees, 
19 graduate degrees, and a PhD program, which will be off ered 
at the UNT at Frisco campus and the Collin Higher Education 
Center in McKinney.

UNT’s new regional campus in Frisco will open its doors

UNT at Frisco continues to grow to meet Collin County’s needs. 
Talk to our advisors today to discover how we can help you get the degree you need.

THE OF UNT AT FRISCOhistory

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

FRISCO.UNT.EDU

New city jobs

Dates to knowThe city is adding 10 full-time positions 
this coming fi scal year. 

Total cost: $659,104

 City staff has outlined the budget 
proposal, but it still requires council 
approval. Here are the key dates 
remaining before the council votes 
on a fi nal version. Meetings are held 
regularly at the Plano Municipal 
Center, 1520 K Ave.

• Staffi ng capital 
projects

• Public works

• Public safety programs

• Environmental quality specialist

Aug. 26
First public hearing on the tax rate

Sept. 9
Council votes on operating budget, 
tax rate and community investment 
program

Oct. 1
New fi scal year begins.

SOURCE: CITY OF PLANO/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

“[IN THE PAST], 
WE WERE 
ADDING … 30 
POSITIONS, 40 
POSITIONS, JUST TRYING 
TO REALLY BUILD UP 
OUR STAFFING. THIS IS 
THE LOWEST I’VE EVER 
SEEN THE PERSONNEL 
ADDITIONS SINCE THE 
ECONOMIC RECESSION.”

—KAREN RHODES-WHITLEY, 
BUDGET DIRECTOR

JULY 24 COUNCIL MEETING
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Price 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023
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PLANO ZIP CODE COMPARISON
MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JUNE

-12.7%
-2.4%

+3.4%

-4.1%

-8.5%

-5.1%

SOURCE: JONNA FERNANDEZ OF COLLIN COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS, COURTESY OF NORTH TEXAS REAL ESTATE INFORMATION SYSTEMS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

NEW LISTINGS 
JUNE

Collin County

2,662
2,404

Denton County

2,208 2,100

Plano

528 460

HOMES ON THE MARKET 
CITY COMPARISON  (JUNE)
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2018: 874

2019: 907
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2018: 1,308

2019: 1,243

McKinney
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Price Plano McKinney Frisco Allen Richardson
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CITY COMPARISON 
MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JUNE

JUNE 2019JUNE 2018

MARKET DATA COMPARISON

$360,500 $340,900

Median home value

Homes on the market

874 907

29 34

Average days on the market

98.1% 97.2%

Percent of original price received

325

528

287

460

Homes under contract

New listings

-5.4% +1.4%

+3.5%

+9.7%

0%

2018 VS. 2019

2018 VS. 2019

2018 VS. 2019

Market data is compiled several weeks after the closure of the month to ensure accuracy. Below are the most recent housing statistics for the area.

Insured or not.
we have affordable options

Ask about our discounted rates for cash payment.

Call (972) 403-3888
5904 Chapel Hill Blvd Suite 102, Plano, TX 75093 | www.philipchenmd.com

Board Certified
Family Medicine

Dr. Philip K. Chen, M.D.
Accessible Health 

Care Options
We are working to raise enough funds to 
“Build a House in a Day” right here in 
Collin County.  All proceeds raised on 
North Texas Giving Day 2019 will cover 
the cost of the materials to build a home.

HELP US REACH 
100K! SCHEDULED 
GIVING STARTS ON 

SEPT. 9-18

MAKE YOUR DONATIONS AT:
www.NorthTexasGivingDay.org/habitat-for-humanity-collin-county



SEP 13-15  Allen Event Center
One place. One weekend.
All your projects solved. 
Save time with everything for your home & garden under one roof. Save 
money with show only discounts. Have fun with activities for the whole 
family and so much more!

∙  Contractors & Remodelers
∙  Landscaping & Outdoor Living
∙  Tailgate & BBQ Showcase
∙  Master Gardener Advice & Seminars
∙  Energy Efficiency Solutions
∙  Kitchen & Bath

∙  Live Bird of Prey Shows
∙  Art, Gift, Gourmet & Go Texan Area
∙  Pet Adoptions
∙  Kids Activities, Yard Games & Family Fun
∙  Plus, bring your kids to meet Pete the Cat!

*Offer valid online only with purchase of e-ticket. Not valid with other offers. Valid on 2019 Collin County Fall Home & Garden Show only. Discount is only applied to Adult Admission. Discounts cannot be combined.

$2 OFF
use code

CC19 online*

SPONSORED BY:

Stars of Animal 
Planet's Tanked
Wayde King & 
Brett Raymer

CELEBRITY GUESTS

Brett Raymer

allenhomeandgardenshow.com

DEALS THIS MONTH

DINING
Bella Italia Ristorante ................................. 34

Ebesu Sushi ............................................... 35

Eddie’s Diner ............................................. 34

Fish N’ Tails Oyster Bar............................... 38

Fishmonger’s Seafood ............................... 36

Frankie’s Mexican Cuisine .......................... 36

Japan House .............................................. 37

Lita’s La Mexican ........................................ 38

Marinara Pizza ........................................... 36

Red Truck Cafe ........................................... 37

Rockfi sh Seafood Grill. ............................... 34

Volcano Soon Tofu ..................................... 35

Wing Daddy’s ............................................ 36

Yellow Tail .................................................. 38

ENTERTAINMENT
Whirlyball Laserworld ................................ 35

HEALTH & FITNESS
DFW Neuropathy ....................................... 39

Gotta Dance .............................................. 35

Home & Garden Show ............................... 33

Outlaw FitCamp ........................................ 37

Richardson Bike Mart................................. 34

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
College Hunks Hauling Junk ...................... 37

Hutch-n-Son Paint & Drywall ..................... 37

Mosquito Joe of East DFW .......................... 35
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FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED BY 2ND 
GENERATION RESTAURANT OWNERS

Le� our famil� serv� your�!

Open Daily from 7am to 2:30pm

$5 OFF
YOUR ORDER OF
 $25 OR MORE.

BUY ONE

ENTRÉE
GET THE 2ND 
HALF OFF* 

VALID MON-FRI ONLY. 
CANNOT BE USED WITH

 OTHER OFFERS. EXP. 9/30/19.

VALID MON-FRI ONLY. 
CANNOT BE USED WITH

 OTHER OFFERS. EXP. 9/30/19.

PARKER RD.

PR
ES

TO
N 

RD
.

OH
IO

 D
R.

@eddiesdinerWWW.FACEBOOK.COM/EDDIESDINERPLANO

4709 W PARKER ROAD #425
PLANO, TX 75093  469-931-2353

*WITH PURCHASE OF 2 DRINKS

Your New Neighborhood 
Favorite at Coit & Legacy!

Bella Italia
R I S T O R A N T E

Ari, local owner of Bella Italia, has 20 years experience in Italian 
cuisine and looks forward to serving you.

3948 Legacy Drive 
Plano, Texas 75023

469-969-0998
www.bellaitaliaristorante.com

LEGACY DR.

COIT
RD.

N

$5 OFF 
$35 OR MORE | EXP. 9-30-19

Catering 
Available!

Follow & 
like us on 
social media

Dallas -  Frisco  -  McKinney -  Richardson
bikemart.com

20% OFF*
USE OFFER CODE - PLANO20OFF

*single item, excludes bicycle, closeouts, sale 
items and labor.  Present coupon for discount.

*

YOUR RIDE STARTS HERE

BUYING A BIKE SHOULD NOT BE COMPLICATED,
LET US HELP MAKE IT EASY!
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OFF IC IAL SCHOOL OF TH E
P LANO METROPOL ITAN BALLET
Celebrating 31 years

CLASSES 
INCLUDE

Parker Rd.

Cu
st

er
 R

d.

Ballet • Jazz • Tap • Pointe
Modern • Dance Fusion • Lyrical
Classes avai lable for  3 years old - Adult 

www.gottadanceplano .com

3131 Custer Rd., Suite. 195, Plano, TX 75075

972.769.0017

FIRST 
CLASS
FREE

CALL 
FOR DETAILS

Up to $150 off . Must 
present coupon to 

receive discount.

What the _____ is 
WhirlyBall?

A competitive mix of lacrosse, 
basketball and bumpercars!

WhirlyBall (n) :

BIRTHDAY PARTIES | CORPORATE EVENTS | PRIVATE PARTIES | LASER TAG

 COURT TIME

RECEIVE 

20% off 

3115 W. PARKER RD. | 972-398-7900 | WHIRLYBALLPLANO.COM

N

W. Parker Rd. In
de

pe
nd

en
ce

 P
kw

y.

Outside is fun again.
Barrier sprays eliminate and repel mosquitoes 
fl eas and ticks for up to 21 days.
Misting systems also available.

$49.99
FIRST TREATMENT
$49.99

New customers only. 
Valid up to 1/2 acre.
Coupon code: IMPACT

EASTDFW.MOSQUITOJOE.COM
214-396-1545

$5 off Your Purchase
of $30 or More

2001 COIT RD. #140, PLANO, TX 75075
TEL. 972-212-4674

$5 off Your 
Purchase of
$30 or More

One per table per visit, Excludes Alcohol, 
Cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or offers. Expires 9/30/19

TASTE  REAL RAMEN  IN
THE HEART OF PLANO!
JOIN US FOR OUR LUNCH SPECIAL 

& HAPPY HOUR (Mon-Fri)

THE  MOST POPULAR
KOREAN FOOD

MENU AVAILABLE!

2001 COIT RD. #300A, PLANO, TX 
75075,    TEL. 214-501-2878

JOIN US FOR OUR LUNCH SPECIAL 
& HAPPY HOUR (Mon-Fri)

Spicy Tofu Soup, Seafood Pancake, 
Cold Noodle, Korean BBQ, 

Bibimbob and More!

One per table per visit, Excludes Alcohol, 
Cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or offers. Expires 9/30/19

V
O

L
C

A

N
O

SOON
TO

F
U

D OW N TOW N  PL A N O ’ S  NE W  SUSHI  DE S T IN AT I ON!

10 0 7  E  15 T H  S T.   / /   E B E S U - U S A .C O M    / /   (9 7 2)  212- 4 5 6 4

/ /   A U T H E N T I C
//   U P S C A L E
//   T R A D I T I O N A L  J A PA N E S E  C U I S I N E
F U L L  B A R  F E AT U R I N G  T H E  F I N E S T 
J A PA N E S E  S A K E  A N D  W H I S K E Y

T O T A L  B I L L 
W I T H  C O U P O N 

O N LY

10% OFF
E .  15 T H  S T .

15 T H  P L .

K AVE.

J  AV E .

N

E X P  9 / 3 0 / 19
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Serving great food
for over 37 years!

Order Online!
2301 N. Central Expy. • Ste 195, Plano • 972-423-3699

Alm
a Dr.

W. Park Blvd.

75

All You Can Eat Specials. Expires 9/30/19.

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN THE HEART OF PLANO

3115 W. Parker Road, Plano • 469-969-0584 • www.WingDaddysUSA.com 

The World’s Best Wings

Wing Daddy’s Sauce House off ers scratch-made wings, burgers, 
salads, and more--the perfect spot for your entire family.

Pint Specials during
Football Games!

Family Friendly

 and So Much More!

8 FREE Boneless wings$5 off  Your Purchase 
of $20 or More with the purchase of a drink & a side

Excludes alcohol. Cannot be combined with any other discounts or offers. 
One per table per visit. Expires 9-30-19

Cannot be combined with any other discounts or offers. 
One per table per visit. Expires 9-30-19

We have NFL Ticket & 
Local/Regional 

College Football 
Coverage!

FAJITA SPECIAL

FRESH MARGARITAS 
MIXED DAILY

Fajitas for 2 for only $20.99, Beef or Chicken
(up to $9 value) Valid at Canyon Creek location only Expires 9/30/19

CANYON CREEK
2701 Custer Pkwy

Richardson, TX
972-231-8667 

SACHSE
7218 Highway 78

Sachse, TX 75048
972-442-7770

GARLAND
1914 N Plano Rd

Garland, TX 75042
469-814-0357

Happy Hour every day, from 11 am to 6pm
and all day Sundays!

Sunday Funday! All Day Happy Hour!

PIZZA • PASTA • SUB SANDWICHES
SALAD •CHICKEN WINGS & MORE...

WE DELIVER! CATERING AVAILABLE!
PLACE YOUR ORDER ONLINE:  MARINARAPIZZATX.COM

ASK US ABOUT OUR BRAZILIAN PIZZA!

BUY ONE, GET ONE ENTREE

ANY 18” SPECIALTY PIZZA
*Dine-In only! Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Limited one per customer. Expires  9/30/19

*Of equal of lesser value. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Limit one per customer. Expires  9/30/19

HALF OFF $3 0FF

75

W. PARK BLVD. 972-881-8884
1915 N. CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY, STE. 500, PLANO, TX
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Locally owned and operated since 1985
2015 Small Business of the Year 

- Awarded by the Plano Chamber of Commerce - 

$200
OFF 

EXTERIOR 
PAINT

Call today for a 
free estimate!

972-978-7962

Interior & Exterior Painting | From small drywall repairs, up to larger special installations!
No job too big or small

Junk Removal & Donation Pick-Up

Single Items to Complete Clean Outs

Residential, Commercial & Storage Units

Above-Ground Pool, Hot Tub & Shed Demolition

Furniture, Appliances, Exercise Equipment & Electronics

We donate, recycle or repurpose nearly 70% of all items collected!

*$15 OFF up to 1/2 
truckload / $30 OFF more 

than 1/2 truckload. 

*May not be combined with other offers. Applies to zip codes 75023, 75024, 75025, 75026, 75074, 75075, 75086, 75093 only!

LET US DO YOUR HEAVY LIFTING!

CALL TODAY FOR  A FREE ESTIMATE 1-800-586-5872

Mention IMPACT
and receive UP TO

$30 OFF*

We will donate two meals for every job 
completed. Book a job - feed a child!!

NOW HIRING!

New restaurant!

SE Corner of Parker and Alma | www.facebook.com/RedTruckCafe/

www.facebook.com/RedTruckCafe

Farm fresh breakfast and lunch 
served daily 5:30 AM till 2:30 PM. 
Come and eat with us today!
(972) 996-5177

�elicious homest�le 
cooking at a great price

�ree �ntree

910 West Parker Rd, Suite # 101   |   Plano, Texas 75075

Expires 9-30-19.
with purchase of entree of greater or equal value & a drink.

FIND YOUR FIT AT

GROUP FITNESS | PERSONAL TRAINING
Functional. Interval. 

Training.

4757 W. Park Blvd., Suite 104 Plano Tx. 75093
outlawfitcamp.com/plano | 972-805-4608

TWO WEEKS

TWO

UNLIMITED FITCAMP

OR

PERSONAL TRAINING
SESSIONS

FREE

FREE

9/30/2019
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E. 15TH ST.

75

JOIN US FOR A 
HAPPY HOUR, WATCH 
THE GAME ON OUR OF OUR 
BIG SCREEN TVS, OR RELAX WITH 
FRIENDS AT ONE OF OUR PATIO TABLES.

F��e
A��eT��eR 
oR D��sE��
WITH PURCHASE 

OF $25 OR MORE 
(Cannot be combined with any other 

off er. Plano location only. Expires 9/30/19)
1320 Central Expy, Plano, TX 75074
972-422-0003 | www.fi shntails.com

Small Batch Buffet
F R E S H  M A D E

Sushi, Sashimi, 
Japanese Cuisine, 
Salads & Dessert

3945 CENTRAL EXPY, PLANO, TX 75023 � 972.423.8088 
YELLOWTAILSUSHIANDGRILL.COM

Dinner buffet
VARIETY OF BUFFET OPTIONS

Lunch Sushi Buffet
7 DAYS A WEEK

A
LM

A
 D

R
.

SPRING CREEK PKWY.

CE
N

TR
AL

 E
XP

Y.

LUNCH & DINNER
ADULT BUFFETS

MONDAY-THURSDAY.  EXP. 9-15-19. 
MUST PRESENT ORIGINAL COUPON.

20% OFF20% OFF

Mexican 
Cuisine and 
Tex-Mex 
reimagined

In
d

ep
en

d
en

ce
 

P
kw

y.

Legacy Dr.

v e g a n  &  v e g e t a r i a n  d i s h e s  a v a i l a b l e !

T R A D I T I O N A L  M E X I C A N , 
T E X � M E X  &  I N D I A N � F U S I O N !

off
$5

o r d e r s  o f 
$ 3 0  o r  m o r e

Cannot be 
combined with 

other off ers. Off er 
expires 9-30-2019.

7224 Independence 
Parkway

www.litasdallas.com

9 7 2 . 6 1 8 . 4 5 4 2

JOIN US ON THE PATIO 
FOR HAPPY HOUR!

BRUNCH ON 
SATURDAYS & 
SUNDAYS!

privat� even� 
toda�!

Book your
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Frisco
Dr. Randall Hays
11700 Teel Pkwy, Suite 100 
Frisco, TX 75034 • (972) 931-3131

Keller/Fort Worth
Dr. Ali Alavi and Jennifer McIntosh C-NP
9525 North Beach St, Suite 421
Fort Worth, TX 76244 • (817) 924-1000

Arlington
Dr. LaTosha Flowers
919 West Randol Mill Rd.
Arlington, TX 76012 • (682) 323-5904

Denton
Dr. Tami Roberts
2435 W Oak St. Ste 101
Denton, TX 76201 • (940) 320-0022 

www.dfwneuropathy.com

Paving the way to enhancing the science of 
non-surgical and holistic pain medicine.

Finally a proven
treatment for
Neuropathy!

Begin your
journey toward 
a pain-free
life today!

• Numbness / Burning pain
• Leg cramping
• Sharp, electrical-like pain
• Pain when you walk
• Diffi  culty sleeping due to leg 

and foot discomfort
• Prickling or tingling feeling in 

the hands or feet

Do you suff er from:

STOP SUFFERING AND GET THE 
RELIEF YOU NEED!

FDA AND MEDICARE CLEARED

PAID FOR BY MEDICARE & MAJOR MEDICAL INSURANCE

BACKED UP BY RESEARCH & CLINICAL OUTCOMES

NO PILLS • NO PAIN • NO SURGERY



PLANO EDITION

Starting at $68,650*

Muscular and perfectly proportioned, the Range Rover Sport is designed to 
command attention wherever you take it. Experience the 2020 Range Rover 
Sport, now available at Land Rover Frisco and Land Rover Dallas.

Visit Land Rover Frisco and Land Rover Dallas to schedule a test drive.

LAND ROVER FRISCO
935 Preston Road, Frisco, TX 75034
(972) 370-2345
www.LandRoverFrisco.com

LAND ROVER DALLAS
11400 North Central Expy., Dallas, TX 75243
(214) 691-4294
www.LandRoverDallas.com

*Base MSRP- Evoque S. See Retailer for details. 

THE 2020 RANGE ROVER SPORT

THE MOST DYNAMIC 
RANGE ROVER
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