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Although almost two years have passed since 
Hurricane Harvey battered thousands of 
homes and businesses in the Kingwood area 
in August 2017, some community members 
are still in limbo. Many homeowners were 
just beginning to recover from the May 2016 
fl oods that hit the region when, unexpectedly, 
along came Harvey. 

In this issue, Community Impact Newspaper 
tackles the prevention projects and issues that 
still affect the community two years later.

IMPACTS 
Coming Soon, Now Open & more4

TO-DO LIST
Events and activities in the area7

PARKS 
Two parks set to open in 202011

BUSINESS FEATURE 
True Songs Productions

DINING FEATURE 
Bill’s Cafe

15

17

for funding in retail from Harvey
FIGHTING

CAMEALONG

RECOVERY HEALING
While various fl ood-prevention projects 
have taken place since Hurricane 
Harvey, offi cials are still seeking funding 
for future projects and home buyouts. 

Studies show increases in mental 
conditions can occur years after a 
hurricane. The Hurricane Harvey Reg-
istry, which was released in February, 
includes responses from 

637 residents in the Lake Hous-
ton and Kingwood areas. The report 
attempts to measure how the storm 
impacted the population’s mental 
and physical health. 

Average retail rental rates decreased 
and vacancy rates increased in the 
Kingwood area immediately after 
Hurricane Harvey, but rates have since 
stabilized. However, some businesses 

still feel the sting of Harvey. Nearly 
500 businesses in the area 
applied for loans with the U.S. Small 
Business Administration after Harvey. 

PAGE 20 PAGE 23PAGE 18

Riverview Townhomes at Forest Cove, an uninhabitable development in Kingwood, still sits waiting for home buyouts.

KELLY SCHAFLER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER COURTESY MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA OF GREATER HOUSTONCOURTESY GOOGLE EARTH

LAKE HOUSTON
AREA: $119.3M

2018 HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD BOND
TOTAL BOND: $2.5B

SOURCES: HARRIS FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT, U.S. SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, HURRICANE HARVEY REGISTRY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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*Up to $10,000 off a to-be-built home if the purchase agreement is fully executed between August 1, 2019 through September 
15th 2019 and must be fully funded and closed on or before January 21, 2020. Does not include purchase agreements fully 
funded prior to August 1, 2019. Offer incentives and seller contributions are subject to certain terms, conditions and restrictions 
which may include use of designated lenders and closing agents. Offer for a limited time only. Offer may be changed, withdrawn, 
or discounted at any time without notice. Contact a new home consultant for details. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright 
2018 Woodfalls Development Group, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

New Homes From the $200’s
Lake Conroe’s Premiere Waterfront 55+ Active Adult Community

Lake Conroe
Willis

Conroe

Montgomery

New Waverly

105

150

336
105

45

55+ ACTIVE ADULT COMMUNIT Y

Like us on Facebook!

BUILD A NEW HOME IN THE VILLAS AT WHITE 
OAK RANCH AND RECEIVE $10,000*

WINNER of the National Association of Home Builders 
Model Home BEST OF 55+ AWARD!

12675 Longmire Way, Conroe, TX 77304 • sales@WoodFallsTx.com

Summer 
INCENTIVES

> Gated Community
> Complete Lawn Maintenance
> Private Amenities Center with Swimming Pool
> Bocce Ball, Pickleball
> NO MUD TAX

936-703-5445
www.VillasAtWhiteOak.com

END OF

Don’t 
miss out!

Call 
today!

The 
Palazzo

The 
Torino
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It is hard to believe we are coming up 
on the second anniversary of Hurricane 
Harvey. The storm devastated Southeast 
Texas and changed the lives of thousands, 
including many residents in the Lake 
Houston area. In this issue, we take a close 
look at the lasting e� ects this storm has 
had on our communities. 

Our coverage begins with an update on 
post-Harvey funding (see Page 18), the 
completed � ood-prevention projects in our 
area and those that are still in the works. 
We also provide updates on federal fund-
ing earmarked for the hardest-hit homes 
and neighborhoods in our area.

We also discuss the commercial real 

estate vacancies le�  in our community 
from the storm and the tenant improve-
ment incentives being o� ered to help these 
businesses rebuild (see Page 20). 

Our third Harvey-related story (see 
Page 23) sheds light on the long-lasting 
e� ects the storm has had on mental 
health. To gain a better understanding, 
we interview counselors and nonpro� ts 
and provide resources for those in need. 

Although Harvey deeply a� ected our 
region, our community is stronger than 
ever. We look forward to continuing to 
cover this issue and helping our commu-
nity thrive. Reach out to lhknews@com-
munityimpact.com with any comments.

A look at Hurricane Harvey’s lingering effects

ASK THE EDITOR

In fall 2017, the city of Houston along with other 
area water agencies broke ground on the $1.76 billion 
expansion project of the Northeast Water Puri� cation 
Plant, at 12630 Water Works Way, Humble. 

On July 10, Houston City Council approved appro-
priating roughly $997.8 million to the project. The 
city of Houston contributed roughly $264.56 million 
of the total allocated funds, while other regional 
water authorities contributed the rest. 

The project is necessary to meet regulatory man-
dates that address groundwater conservation and 
subsidence—or the lowering of the ground due to 
groundwater usage—in the Greater Houston region. 

This expansion will increase the number of gallons 
the plant can pump to 400 million per day by 2025. 
Phase 1 will be substantially complete no later than 
December 31, 2022, while Phase 2 will be substan-
tially complete no later than June 30, 2025. Phases 1 
and 2 will increase production by 320 million gallons 
of water per day.

How is the Northeast Water Purifi cation 
Plant expansion coming along?

FEATURED STORIES
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IMPACTS
preventative care services and wellness 
visits to those without insurance or access 
to quality health care, owner Nikki Smart 
said. She said the clinic also accepts several 
major insurance carriers. 832-777-1467. 
www.facebook.com/1865356850276749

  5   A Cajun-style restaurant opened in 
Humble on June 15. Kid Kreole Kooking, 
located at 9739 N. Sam Houston Parkway 
E., Ste. 100, Humble, offers made-to-order 
Cajun food in a quick-service environment. 
The menu is inspired by familial ties to St. 
Martinville, Louisiana, business manager 
Angela Bryant said. Menu items include 
fi sh, shrimp, crawfi sh tails, oysters and 
chicken tenders. 281-570-2746. 
www.kidkreolekooking.com

  6   Humble business Lamp Monkey, 
located at 114 N. Avenue A, celebrated the 
grand opening of its lighting showroom in 
June after two years of renovations. Owner 
Lee Kendrick said the business specializes 
in custom lighting and furniture pieces that 
embody rustic, industrial and automotive 
styles. The showroom is open to the public 
the fi rst weekend of every month and open 
by appointment only for the remainder 
of August, Kendrick said. 281-973-9880. 
www.lampmonkey.com

Pool Scouts, a pool service franchise, 
expanded into Kingwood, Humble and 
Atascocita on July 8. Pools Scouts operates 
in the Houston area, and the Lake Houston 
area is the second territory for the 
company. The company offers various 
services, including pool cleaning, main-
tenance and minor repair services at res-
idential properties. 281-800-1484. www.
kingwood-thewoodlands.poolscouts.com

COMING SOON

  7   Italiano’s Restaurant, an 
Humble-based restaurant chain, will open 
its fourth Greater Houston-area eatery 
in late 2019 or early 2020 at 1414 North-
park Drive, Kingwood, in the Centre at 
Northpark shopping center. The other 
three restaurant locations are in Humble, 
Atascocita and Pearland. The Italian restau-
rant will feature a full-service bar, pasta, 
calzones, pizza and garlic knots. 
www.italianosrestaurant.net

NOW OPEN

  1   Sub Zero Nitrogen Ice Cream opened 
a new location July 12 at 21372 Hwy. 59, 
Ste. 400, New Caney, in the Valley Ranch 
Town Center. The ice cream shop uses liquid 
nitrogen to instantly freeze guests’ choices 
into a creamy ice cream. Guests with dietary 
restrictions can choose from a variety of milk 
options, fl avors and mix-ins. 281-354-5404. 
www.subzeroicecream.com

  2   Fuji Steak House & Sushi, a locally 
owned restaurant, opened July 17 at 
25661 Hwy. 59, Kingwood. The 
hibachi-style restaurant serves specialty 
sushi and sashimi as well as grilled steak, 
lobster, fi sh and chicken. 281-747-7435. 
www.fujikingwood.com

  3   Renzo Gracie Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Lake 
Houston, a martial arts franchise, began 
offering classes Aug. 5 at 14555 West Lake 
Houston Parkway, Houston. Brazilian jiujitsu 

competitor Ricardo Evangelista will lead a 
jiujitsu class at the facility. In addition to Bra-
zilian jiujitsu training, the facility also offers 
kickboxing classes for adults and children. 
281-500-0075. www.facebook.com/
renzogracielakehouston

  4   A new health and wellness clinic 
debuted July 8 in the Fall Creek area. Smart 
Choice Health and Wellness Clinic, 
located at 9025 N. Sam Houston Parkway 
E., Ste. 105, Humble, aims to provide 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 
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Should I buy life 
insurance through 
my employer’s group 
benefi ts program?

www.bsowis.com
For more information text 
TXLIFE to 72345 or call 832-963-6894

Gary Stieber

25 years in group benefi ts tell 
me if you are in good health, you 
likely have better options.

TAKE BETTER CONTROL OF 
YOUR LIFE INSURANCE

Do your employer’s group rates take 
your good health into consideration?

Stronger coverage for less

Seek and you shall fi nd....
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  8   Locally owned Tex-Mex restaurant 
La Huerta Bar & Grill will open a new 
location in late 2019 at 1414 Northpark 
Drive, Kingwood, in the Centre at North-
park shopping center. The restaurant 
will feature healthier Tex-Mex options, a 
full-service bar, and indoor and outdoor 
seating.

  9   Center Stage Gallery, a paint-and-sip 
business, will open in late 2019 at 
1418 Northpark Drive, Kingwood. The paint 
party business will offer group paint classes, 
where individuals can bring their own wine 
or alcohol to drink during the class. The busi-
ness will also offer party rooms for birthdays, 
bachelorette or bachelor parties, and more.

 10  Bath & Body Works will open a new 
location Sept. 7 in the Valley Ranch Town 
Center. The store carries an assortment of 
body care, hand soaps and home 
fragrances. The new store also includes a 
White Barn candle shop within the store. 
www.bathandbodyworks.com

 11  Kung Fu Tea is scheduled to open a 
new location Aug. 10 at 22118 Market Place 
Drive, Ste. 600, New Caney, in the Valley 
Ranch Town Center. The franchise tea shop 
offers numerous fl avors of bubble tea and 
slushies made from a variety of ingredients. 
Menu items include passionfruit green tea, 
honey lemonade and fi g jelly ice tea. The 
business will host a special grand opening 
event Sept. 14-15, at which guests can buy 
one and get one free. 855-538-9888. 
www.facebook.com/kungfuteanewcaney

 12  Main Squeeze Juice Co. will debut a 
new shop location in mid-August at 
16402 W. Lake Houston Parkway, Houston. 
The shop will offer cold-pressed juices, 
fresh smoothies, wellness shots, acai berry 
bowls, and hot beverages such as coffee 
and tea. www.mainsqueezejuiceco.com

NAME CHANGES

 13  The Auberge at Kingwood, formerly 
Silverado Memory Care, changed its name 
July 1 at 22955 Hwy. 59, Kingwood. The 
memory care community offers long-term 
and short-term care stays as well as a day-
stay program. Amenities include 24-hour 
nursing care, restaurant-style dining and 
Montessori-based engagement programs. 
281-312-2526. www.aubergekingwood.com

ANNIVERSARIES

 14  The Valley Ranch Town Center location 
of RC’s NY Pizza & Pasta celebrates its 
one-year anniversary Aug. 20. The eatery, 
which also has locations in Kingwood and 
The Woodlands, offers New York-style 
pizzas, more than 20 different varieties of 
pasta, Buffalo wings and desserts such as 
cheesecake and tiramisu. 281-354-4949. 
www.facebook.com/rcsnycvalleyranch

CLOSINGS

 15  The Coaches Sports Bar location at 
5304 FM 1960 Road E., Humble, caught fi re 
July 3, and it is closed indefi nitely while 
awaiting repairs and inspection, according 
to a representative of the restaurant. The 
representative said the owner intended to 
reopen in the future. The building is likely 
to be torn down and constructed again, 
in which case the eatery would reopen in 
March or April 2020. 281-852-6996. 
www.facebook.com/coaches.humble

 16  LemonShark Poké closed 
its fi rst Houston-area restaurant June 28 at 
14309 E. Sam Houston Parkway N., Ste. 
700, Humble, company offi cials confi rmed. 
The California-based restaurant franchise, 
which opened Jan. 20, served poke bowls, 
which is cubed, raw fi sh served over a base, 
such as rice or noodles. 
www.lemonsharkpoke.com

 17  Charming Charlie, a national chain 
that sells jewelry, handbags, apparel and 
gifts, will close the its doors Aug. 31 at 
6621 FM 1960 Road E., Atascocita. The 
closing is part of the company fi ling for 
bankruptcy July 11. According to a news 
release from the company, all 261 Charm-
ing Charlie locations across 38 states in the 
U.S. will close by Aug. 31. Store Manager 
Hannah Forsythe said the store is offering 
a 20% discount on all items, and discounts 
may increase as the closing date nears. 
281-812-2618. www.charmingcharlie.com

  3   

 11  

  7    

 14  

 COMPILED BY COLLEEN FERGUSON 
AND KELLY SCHAFLER

News or questions about Lake Houston, Humble or 

Kingwood? Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT—RENOVATION

Sharky’s Waterfront Grill, located 1660 W. Lake Houston Parkway, Kingwood, is 
scheduled to reopen after it received 6 feet of fl oodwaters in August 2017 from Hurri-
cane Harvey. Owner Ronald Perez said the business was scheduled to open in late July 
or early August, after press time. Perez said the business’s design will be refreshed, but 
it will feature the same layout and menu. Menu items include burgers, seafood and sig-
nature appetizers such as Shark Bites. 713-904-5200. www.facebook.com/sharkysgrill

  A   
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Board Certifi ed + Multi-Specialty Medical Group + Primary Care + Wellness/Weight Management

Accepting New Patients  |  Walk-Ins Welcome

Offering Evening & Weekend Appointments

32 Primary Care Providers Close to Home
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For Appointments: 281-440-5300
#feelbetterclosertohome

• Aurora Yllana-Shepperd, M.D.
• Allan Daniels, M.D.
• Carrie Middlebrooks, FNP
• Mary Kosco, FNP
• Mary Cavnar-Johnson, M.D.
• Elizabeth Coon-Nguyen, M.D.
• Kristine Kirtley, PA
• Tamaura Baughman, FNP
• Jessie Ferrell, PA



AUGUST

09 ENJOY A DATE NIGHT 
WITHOUT THE KIDS

The Lake Houston Family YMCA hosts the 

monthly Parents Night Out event, where 

local parents can drop off their children 

for a few hours to enjoy an evening on 

the town. Children can play games and 

sports, or participate in arts and crafts. 

Families must register at the YMCA web-

site. 6-9 p.m. $12 (per child). Lake Hous-

ton Family YMCA, 2420 W. Lake Houston 

Parkway, Kingwood. 281-360-2500. 

www.ymcahouston.org/lake-houston

09 WATCH AN ANIMATED MOVIE 
UNDER THE MOON

Families are invited to watch a screening 

of “How to Train Your Dragon: Hidden 

World” on a 32-foot-wide screen at the 

Movies Under the Moon event. Guests are 

encouraged to bring lawn chairs. 

8:30 p.m. Free. Kings Harbor, 1660 W. 

Lake Houston Parkway, Kingwood. 

713-629-5200. www.kings-harbor.com

12 HEAD BACK TO SCHOOL 
AFTER SUMMER BREAK

School is back in session for students at 

Humble and New Caney ISDs beginning 

on Aug. 12. Teachers, on the other hand, 

return to work several days prior. 

281-641-1000. www.humbleisd.net; 

281-577-8600. www.newcaneyisd.org  

17 ATTEND A CHILDREN’S FESTI-
VAL TO END SUMMER BREAK

Kid’s Jubilee, a children’s festival to 

end summer, returns to Town Center 

Park in Kingwood. Hosted by Koutour 

Event, the festival includes food, games, 

a bounce house, shopping and live 

entertainment. Noon-6 p.m. Free. Town 

Center Park, 8 N. Main St., Kingwood. 

214-734-1917. www.facebook.com/

events/340521220068863

17 FUNDRAISE FOR A LOCAL VOL-
UNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

Harley-Davidson of Kingwood hosts the 

inaugural Car, Truck, Bike Show and Poker 

Run to benefi t the Plum Grove Volunteer 

Fire Department. The event features a 

vehicle and motorcycle show as well as 

barbecue. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. $20 (entry). 

Harley-Davidson of Kingwood, 111 North-

pines Drive, Kingwood. 281-689-8775. 

www.facebook.com/plumgrovevfd.org

25 SHOP UNIQUE, HANDMADE 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL GIFTS

Texas Trade Days invites the community 

to shop at the Back to School Market. The 

pet-friendly event features gifts for teach-

ers, local boutiques, handmade artisans 

and food trucks. Noon-4 p.m. Free (entry). 

Town Center Park, 8 N. Main St., 

Kingwood. 936-463-8049. 

www.texastradedays.com

31 SUPPORT A NEW CANEY 
ROLLER DERBY TEAM

Missfi ts Roller Derby, a New Caney-area 

roller derby league, competes against the 

Madams of Mayhem, the Tyler-area team. 

4-8 p.m. $5-$12. Bull Sallas Park, 21679 

McCleskey Road, New Caney. 

832-677-2778. www.missfi tsrd.com

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition.
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

LIVE MUSIC

BACK PEW BREWING
26452 Sorters McClellan Road, 
Porter
281-608-7526
www.backpewbrewing.com 

August
10  The Honky-Tonk Revivalists, 
 7 p.m.
17  The Kaleidoscope Project, 1 p.m.
31  Random Mojo, 2 p.m.

GREEN OAKS TAVERN
211 E. Main St., Humble
281-570-4344
www.greenoakstavern.com

August
6 Jill Donahue, 7 p.m. 
7 Paul Ramirez, 7 p.m. 
9  Tony Vega Band, 9 p.m. 
10 The Mighty Orq, 9 p.m.
13  Chaz Nadege, 7:30 p.m.
10  Ricky Jackson with Sonya
 Nguyen, 8 p.m.
16 Jamie Lynn Vessels Band, 9 p.m.
17 Annika Chambers, 9 p.m.
20 Shawn Allen and Kyle Rowland, 
 7 p.m.
21 Greg Day with Charles and
 Audrey Bryant, 9 p.m.
23  Sparky Parker Band, 9 p.m.
24  No Refund Band, 9 p.m.
30  Mark May Band, 9 p.m.
31  Jonn Del Toro Richardson, 9 p.m. 

MEGATON BREWERY
808 Russell Palmer Road, Kingwood
281-973-9043
www.megatonbeer.com

August
10  Sammy Hundley, 7:30 p.m.
17 Wildwood Flour and Kevin
 Watson, 7:30 p.m.
24  AJ Santana, 7:30 p.m
31 Ryan Pinnick, 7:30 pm.

TAKE A NIGHTTIME RUN
LAKE HOUSTON WILDERNESS PARK

AUG.
10

Run in Texas hosts the 10th annual El Chupacabra de Houston 
nighttime trail run in the Lake Houston Wilderness Park. 
Participants can register for a 5K or 10K, and they are required 
to bring their own fl ashlight or headlamp. The race after-party 
features food trucks and beer from Back Pew Brewing. 
8:30-11:30 p.m. $70-$80. Lake Houston Wilderness Park, 
25840 FM 1485, New Caney. www.runintexas.com

AUGUST
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GO TO THE OPRY
HUMBLE CIVIC CENTER & ARENA COMPLEX

AUG.
16

Harris County Precinct 4 hosts the Precinct 4 Opry, where 
musical guests Michael and Ginny Hix with the Holla Band 
will perform live music. The concert benefi ts local nonprofi t 
Fun4Seniors, which organizes events for seniors age 50 and 
older throughout the year. 7-10 p.m. $10 (children), 
$15 (adults). Humble Civic Center & Arena Complex, 8233 Will 
Clayton Parkway, Humble. 713-274-4050. www.hcp4.net

TO-DO LIST COMPILED BY KELLY SCHAFLER

Call Gary Alden
281-359-7900

Find Out
How to Create
Income for Life.

Securities and 
investment advisory 
services offered through 
NEXT Financial Group, 
Inc. Member FINRA/
SIPC. Kingwood 
Investment Group is 
independent of NEXT 
Financial Group, Inc.

Lake Houston - Humble - Kingwood edition • August 2019 7
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Classes for the fall semester at Lone Star 
College start Aug. 26, so now is the time to 
register!

Lone Star College has a program for you 
whether you’re wanting to take credit classes 
that transfer, get started in a career or get 
trained for a new job.

LSC is the first choice for 
graduating high school 
students offering plenty of 
choices, from Fast Track 
certificate programs and two-
year associate degrees, to 
the 2+2 academic transfer 
program – two years at LSC 
and transfer for two years 
at a four-year university.

Want to get started in a 
career or get trained for a new job? 
LSC is recognized as a world leader 
in workforce training and is focused 
on helping to build a strong regional 
workforce. Students are able to get 

trained in the hottest industries like health 
care, construction, cybersecurity, process 
technology, business management and 
accounting, energy, computer technology, 
auto repair, HVAC, and transportation.

Like to save money? Students and their 
parents take advantage of low 
tuition and fees at LSC – less 
than $900 for a 12-credit-

hour semester of classes in 
a college setting, with lots 
of great clubs and student 
organizations, along 
with intramural and 
club sports. Financial 
aid is also available for 

students who qualify.
Don’t wait, don’t hesitate! 

Register at LoneStar.edu/
Start to Start Close and Go 
Far at Lone Star College.

Still time to register! 
Lone Star College fall semester starts Aug. 26

Lone Star College
FAST FACTS

Lone Star College  

Board of 
Trustees

District 1
Michael Stoma, Trustee

District 2
Ernestine M. Pierce, Trustee

District 3
Alton Smith, Ed.D., Chair

District 4
Art Murillo, Secretary

District 5
David A. Vogt, Trustee

District 6
Myriam Saldívar, 

Vice Chair

District 7
Linda S. Good, J.D., 
Assistant Secretary

District 8
Mike Sullivan,  

Trustee

District 9
Ken E. Lloyd, Trustee

Stephen C. Head, Ph.D., 
Chancellor

Fall Classes Start August 26.            Register Now!
Lone Star College is affordable, close to home, and offers Associate Degrees, 
certifications for work in high-demand industries, and credits that enable you 
to transfer anywhere or jump start your career. Financial Aid is available to 
qualifying students. LoneStar.edu.

PROGRAMS
OF STUDY

200
MORE THAN

ASSOCIATE DEGREES 
& CERTIFICATES

1/5
 THE COST OF A 

UNIVERSITY

STUDENT TO 
PROFESSOR 

RATIO

23:1

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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RECENT UPDATES
  1   Loop 494 expansion
The Texas Department of Transportation 
began reconstructing Loop 494 between 
Sorters McClellan Road and Northpark 
Plaza Drive on July 8. The project, which 
was awarded to ISI Contracting Inc., 
includes expanding the road from two to 
four lanes and adding a raised turf median 
divider and center turn lanes at intersec-
tions and sidewalks. According to TxDOT 
offi cials, traffi c fl ow is reduced to one lane 
during construction.

Timeline: July 8-second quarter 2021

Cost: $14.3 million 

Funding source: TxDOT 

  2   Timber Forest Drive expansion

In November, Harris County Precinct 2 
began widening Timber Forest Drive from 
a two- to four-lane road between Eagle 
Springs Parkway and Madera Run Parkway. 
The project also includes the addition of 
sidewalks on both sides of Timber Forest 
Drive. Construction on the $3 million project 
was originally scheduled to be completed 
in early July, but weather delays pushed the 
completion date to late July or early August, 
after press time.

Timeline: November 2018-late July or 
early August

Cost: $3 million

Funding source: Harris County Precinct 2

COMPILED BY MARIE LEONARD AND KELLY SCHAFLERTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

  3   Woodland Hills Drive overlay 
improvement 

The city of Houston is scheduled to com-
plete a project to resurface the asphalt 
street at the intersection of Woodland Hills 
and Northpark drives. The project was 
scheduled to begin in June, but its start 
date was delayed until July 23 to better ac-
commodate traffi c in the area. The overlay 
project was expected to be completed by 
Aug. 5, but its completion could not be 
confi rmed before press time.

Timeline: July 23-Aug. 5

Cost: $134,415

Funding source: city of Houston

RECENTLY COMPLETED
  4   Woodland Hills Drive intersection 
improvements

Harris County Precinct 4 began installing 
a new traffi c signal and pedestrian ramp 
accommodations at the intersection of 
Woodland Hills Drive and Liles Lane in 
late April. Due to inclement weather, the 
project’s completion date was delayed. The 
traffi c signal was activated July 2. 

Timeline: April 29-July 2

Cost: $217,330

Funding source: Harris County Precinct 4

All information on this page was updated as of 
7/11/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com.
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HOW IT WORKS

House Bill 1631 was signed into law by 
Gov. Greg Abbott on June 1, prohibiting 
municipalities across Texas from using 
traffi c signal enforcement settings, or 
red-light cameras. 

Although the bill prohibits the use of 
red-light cameras, it also stipulates 
that those cities in an existing contract 
may continue to operate the system 

until its expiration date. However, 
when the bill became law, numerous 
cities across the state opted to end 
contracts immediately. 

Texas lawmakers had fi led numerous 
bills since 2014 to repeal or prohibit 
red-light cameras, but none of the bills 
made it to the governor’s desk until 
the 86th legislative session this year. 

The owner of a vehicle that violated the 
traffi c signal could previously be fi ned 
up to $75, according to the Legislative 
Budget Board. 

Furthermore, the bill states vehicle 
owners who did not pay a previous 
violation from a red-light camera 
cannot be refused anymore to update 
their vehicle registration.

Red-light cameras now illegal in Texas following 86th legislative session
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Heath Coleman, DDS
Heath Bryan Coleman of Texas, DDS, PLLC and Associates - General Dentistry

9360 N SAM HOUSTON PARKWAY E, SUITE 800 • HUMBLE, TX 77396 • www.HumbleDentures.com

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!  

(281) 899-8386

10% Price Beat Guarantee*
*Must have itemized treatment plan from licensed Dentist for  

identical services (excludes government and charity subsidized plans).

DENTAL 

Implants*
FOR ONLY  

$999Each

*DOES NOT INCLUDE FINAL RESTORATION

NO CASH VALUE    
EXPIRES IN 90 DAYS

FIGHT CANCER

50,000 new cancer  
patients every year. 
1 Texan back to  
leatherworking. 

At Texas Oncology, our patients are as remarkable as  

our care. That’s why we do more than help them fight 

cancer; we treat every treatment like a breakthrough. With 

420+ physicians, 175+ locations statewide and thousands 

of patients on clinical trials, we provide leading-edge 

care for more than 50,000 Texans every year — including 

gifted patients like Dave. After beating cancer, he got back 

in the saddle — one he made himself. See his story at 

TexasOncology.com/Dave.

1-888-864-4226  •  www.TexasOncology.com

TEXAS ONCOLOGY–THE WOODLANDS RADIATION CENTER
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 100 

The Woodlands, TX 77380

NOW OPEN IN THE WOODLANDS

*Loans up to $250,000. Low cost is defined as a $500 origination fee or third party service fees, unless a title policy or survey is 
required. Initial rate is 4.75% APR for the first 12 months and then adjusting every 6 months until maturity 18.5 years. This variable 
rate is based on the Prime Rate as published in The Wall Street Journal, which as of 12/20/18 is 5.5%. Beginning in month          
13 - 240, the minimum rate is WSJ Prime plus .50%. There is a maximum rate of 18% APR. Rates, program terms and conditions 
are subject to change without notice.

All loans subject to credit and property approval. Funds cannot be used for down payment on purchase of new residence. All 

loans for rural properties will require a full certified appraisal. Loans greater than $250,000 are subject to fees. See your lender for 
additional information.

Low Cost* Home Equity Line Of Credit.
Whether you want to build a pool or take a vacation, we are here to help. 
Talk to one of our expert lenders today and see what a home equity line of credit 
can do for you.

Let our experienced loan officers get you on the fast-track to approval.

• Start the process with a simple 15-minute phone call
• Finance up to 80% of the appraised value
• Locally processed, underwritten, funded and closed through us
• Get fast pre-qualification

Bo Warren
Vice President  |  NMLS# 512972

24080 Hwy 59 North  |  Kingwood, TX 77339
O: 281-318-4623  |  C: 817-694-4692  |  BWarren@ffin.com

YOU FIRST  |  FFIN.com

MEMBER FDIC
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16-mile trail that travels from the San 
Jacinto River bridge at Hwy. 59 to I-45.

Phase 2, which will take place 
on adjacent land north of Hamblen 
Road, will feature more natural park 
space and trails. However, Howlett 
said there is not a construction time-
line for Phase 2, as it cannot begin 
until Harris County Precinct 4 starts 
its mobility project to realign Ham-
blen Road between Laurel Springs 
Lane and Sorters McClellan Road—as 
Hamblen Road cuts directly through 
the 86-acre property.

Additionally, Howlett said the 
city of Houston is acquiring land to 
extend the Spring Creek Greenway 
Trail from Edgewater Park east along 
the San Jacinto River to connect to 
River Grove Park in Kingwood.

“By building Edgewater Park and 
creating this trail connective, it will 
tie the 100 miles of Greenbelt Trails in 
Kingwood to the Spring Creek Green-
way,” he said. 

BUILDING ATASCOCITA PARK

Meanwhile, Harris County Precinct 
2 continues construction on Atascocita 
Park, which is located just south of 
the intersection of West Lake Houston 
and Will Clayton parkways. Precinct 2 
acquired 21 acres of land in early 2017 
and invested roughly $10.6 million in 
the project—$5.3 million to acquire 
land and $5.3 million to build the park.

“The Atascocita area is growing 
very rapidly, and a lot of green space 
is being used for retail or for more 
housing development,” Project Man-
ager Marco Montes said. “Building a 
park is a good way for us to preserve 
green space and also utilize it.”

The park will feature a path system, 
a playground, a 2-acre natural pond 
with a boardwalk, and a 1.5-acre dog 
park that will be split into two sec-
tions for small and large dogs. 

Construction on Atascocita Park 
began in late September. Although 
the park was originally scheduled to 
be completed later this year, the date 
has been pushed back to the second 
quarter of 2020, Montes said. 

“Any sort of rain really sets us back 

because not only do you have to let 
the rain stop, but you have to allow 
some time to dry and start working 
again,” he said. 

Precinct 2 also recently completed 
another green space project, with 
Phase 1 of the Atascocita Trails hav-
ing been completed in June, Montes 
said. Phase 1 includes a 1.75-mile trail 
system that starts north of FM 1960 
East at West Lake Houston Parkway 
and ends at Kings Park Way.

PARKS

Atascocita, Edgewater parks on track to 
open in 2020 in the Lake Houston area

Two Harris County precincts are 
investing in preserving green space 
in the Lake Houston area through 
parks and trail systems. While Harris 
County Precinct 2 continues construc-
tion on the 21-acre Atascocita Park, 
Harris County Precinct 4 will soon 
break ground on Edgewater Park. 

Mike Howlett, the special proj-
ect coordinator for Harris County 
Precinct 4, said it is important to 
the county to preserve green space 
not only for recreational and envi-
ronmental purposes, but to develop 
resilient areas that will minimize 
structural damages during severe 
rain events.

“The closer any kind of develop-
ment is to the waterways, the more 
likely they are to have problems from 
these severe rains that we have,” 
he said. “By preserving these areas 
... they can hopefully reduce the 
damage that occurs to infrastructure 
when we have those types of events.” 

REVAMPING EDGEWATER PARK 

Harris County Precinct 4 will soon 
break ground on its redevelopment 
of once-private Edgewater Park. 
Although the county acquired 86 
acres of land on the north and south 
sides of Hamblen Road near Hwy. 59, 
Phase 1 of the park is only 19 acres.  

Construction on Phase 1 of the 
$2.17 million park will begin in early 
2020 and take roughly six to nine 
months to complete, Howlett said. It 
will include roads, restrooms, a � sh 
cleaning station, a boat and canoe 
launch, and a trail connector to 
Spring Creek Greenway, a more than 

BY KELLY SCHAFLER

Harris County Precinct 2 continues construction 
on the 21-acre Atascocita Park, while Harris County 
Precinct 4 will soon break ground on Edgewater 
Park renovations. Both parks focus on enhancing 
green space in the Lake Houston area.

PRESERVING
GREEN SPACES
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EDGEWATER PARK-
PHASE 1 

Size: 19 acres 

Amenities: roads, restrooms, 
a fi sh cleaning station, a boat 
and canoe launch, access to 
the Spring Creek Greenway

Cost: $2.17 million 

Timeline: early 2020-late 2020

ATASCOCITA PARK

Size: 21 acres

Amenities: a path system, 
playgrounds, a 2-acre natural 
pond with a boardwalk, a 
1.5-acre dog park

Cost: $5.3 million 

Timeline: September 2018-
second quarter 2020

SAN JACINTO 
RIVER

Meet Angela Mosley-Nunnery, MD
Primary Care Physician Near You
Call 281.312.8521 to make an appointment today!
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 HARRIS COUNTY  On July 9, Harris 
County commissioners amended and 
reaffirmed their previous motion to 
evenly distribute the sales tax reve-
nue the county receives from the Met-
ropolitan Transit Authority of Harris 
County across all four precincts until 
a mobility assessment is completed.

The measure—which was debated 
by county commissioners, local lead-
ers and residents alike—means 25% 
of the $32 million in sales tax revenue 
the county is projected to receive this 
year will be distributed to each of the 
county’s four precincts. 

Previously METRO funds were split 
so Precinct 1 got 20%, Precinct 2 got 
15%, Precinct 3 got 32% and Precinct 
4 got 33%. The shift would redirect 
about $4.8 million from precincts 3 
and 4, based on METRO’s projection.

The vote came just two weeks after 
Precinct 1 Commissioner Rodney Ellis 
placed the item on the agenda, saying 
evenly splitting the funds would be 
temporary and would be re-evaluated 
after a more comprehensive study of 
mobility needs in the county.

Precinct 4 Commissioner Jack 
Cagle argued Precinct 4 is home to 
the largest portion of the county’s 
unincorporated population, at 42%, 

and has the most county-maintained 
lane miles of any other precinct at 
5,366. While Cagle said he was not 
opposed to studying the methodology 
behind the funding allocation, he 
said the appropriate time to discuss 
the distribution of funds would have 
been during the county’s budgeting 
process in February.

“This is money that basically we 
have put into our budget process,” 
Cagel said at the meeting. “We have 
built these roads with the expectation 
that we would [get a] reimbursement, 
and then you say, ‘But no, you don’t 
get your reimbursement.’”

Humble City Council meets at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 8 and 22 at 114 W. Higgins St., Humble. 
281-446-3061. www.cityofhumble.com 
Harris County Commissioners Court meets at 10 a.m. Aug. 13 and 27 at 1001 
Preston St., Ste. 934, Houston. 713-274-1111. www.harriscountytx.gov 
Montgomery County Commissioners Court meets at 9:30 a.m. Aug. 13, 23 and 27 
at 501 N. Thompson St., Conroe. 936-756-0571. www.mctx.org

For instant coverage of these meetings, follow us on Twitter:  @impactnews_lhk

MEETINGS
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CITY & COUNTY

Voter group marks 2021 as new goal date for 
countywide voting centers in Montgomery County
 MONTGOMERY COUNTY  Voter Aware-
ness Council President Steve Leakey 
approached Montgomery County 
Commissioners Court on June 25 to 
advocate for countywide voting on 
election days starting this November. 
However, the VAC revised its recom-
mendation, projecting May 2021 will 
be the best time to implement the 
program, Leakey said July 19.

The program would allow residents 
to vote at any precinct on election day 
rather than requiring ballots to be cast 
at a voter’s home precinct.

Montgomery County does not 
currently have countywide polling 
on election days. To implement 
the program for this November, it 
would require approval from the 

Commissioners Court and local lead-
ers of both major parties before filing 
with the secretary of state’s office by 
Aug. 22. Harris County implemented 
the program in its May election this 
year, allowing voters to vote at a 
polling place in any county precinct 
on election days.

Montgomery County Judge Mark 
Keough said recently he was not in 
favor of the system.

“We already have a system in place 
to accommodate peoples’ inconve-
nience when voting, and that’s called 
two weeks of early voting, where a 
voter can vote at any early voting 
location, and mail-in ballots where 
voters may mail in their ballot if they 
qualify for mailing them in,” he said.

News from Harris and Montgomery counties

Mobility funds shifted 
from precincts 3 and 4

Montgomery, Harris counties handle hemp laws
 COUNTY  District attorneys in both 
Harris and Montgomery counties 
have issued news releases in the 
aftermath of House Bill 1325’s passage 
in the 86th Texas Legislature. 

The bill, which was signed by Gov. 
Greg Abbott on June 10, legalized 
hemp and hemp-derived products as 
long as it contains less than 0.3% of 
THC, the compound in cannabis that 
produces psychoactive effects.

In separate news releases, Mont-
gomery County District Attorney Brett 
Ligon and Harris County District 
Attorney Kim Ogg both stated the 
counties would continue to pursue 
marijuana prosecutions in the wake 
of hemp legalization.

In a July 2 news release, Ligon 
said although there is a shortage in 

laboratories to determine whether 
products are below the 0.3% maxi-
mum, prosecutors are still responsi-
ble for enforcing the criminal laws.

Meanwhile, Ogg said in a different 
press release she would no longer 
accept charges for misdemeanor pos-
session of marijuana without a test 
showing the evidence seized is above 
the 0.3% maximum. She said because 
the bill changes hemp’s definition to 
cannabis with less than 0.3% THC, 
it changes how prosecutors must 
approach marijuana cases.

On July 9, Montgomery County 
Commissioners Court approved using 
$10,000 from the contingency fund to 
test hemp and marijuana.
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY 

ANDREW CHRISTMAN

COMPILED BY VANESSA HOLT, ANDY LI AND HANNAH ZEDAKER

Dividing METRO funds
Harris County will evenly split the 
$32 million in sales tax revenue the county 
is projected to receive from METRO this 
year until a reassessment of the county’s 
mobility needs can be completed. 

How METRO funds were split before 
June 25

TOTAL:
 $32 million*

Precinct 1: $6.4M
20%

Precinct 2: 
$4.8M

15%

Precinct 4: $10.56M
33%

Precinct 3: $10.24M
32%

* FISCAL YEAR 2019-20  PROJECTED SALES TAX REVENUE

SOURCE: METROPOLITAN TRANSIT AUTHORITY OF HARRIS 
COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Personalized, 
quality assisted 

living and memory 
care conveniently located 
in a tranquil, residential 

neighborhood in Kingwood.

281.892.1400 | KINGWOODMEMORYCARE.COM | 911 SOUTHERN HILLS KINGWOOD, TX 77339

Our small-scale assisted living 
& memory care facility off ers the 

comforts of home, a conscientious staff , security 
and peace of mind for your loved ones.
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BalmoralHouston.com

*Balmoral is offering a limited number of free lagoon experience passes to prospective homebuyers that would like to learn 
more about Balmoral and the lagoon. Please visit the Balmoral Information Center between now and September 2, 2019 
for more info on this one-day pass. Some restrictions may apply. The Balmoral Crystal Lagoon operating schedule and 
availability is subject to change without notice. Free experience one day passes will be emailed to the free pass recipient 
for redemption on a date to be determined. One time free pass tickets for the Balmoral Crystal Lagoon are nontransferable 
and cannot be reused or sold to a third party. Must be at least 18 years of age to register for free lagoon experience pass. 
Limit one experience pass registration per individual. Please visit the Balmoral information center for more details.

NEW HOMES from the  $200s-$500s

15 PREMIER HOMEBUILDERS

Purchase  a new home in Balmoral 
and get access before you close! See your 
new home sales consultant for full details.

Visit  the Balmoral clubhouse to 
register for a one-day experience pass to 
the lagoon. This pass is for prospective 
homebuyers that would like to learn more 
about this world class amenity before 
purchasing a home in Balmoral.

CRYSTAL CLEAR 
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True Songs Productions

6319 Longfl ower Lane, 
Kingwood   

713-882-5162   

www.truesongs
productions.com   

Hours: Mon.-Sun. 
9 a.m.-midnight 

True Songs Productions owner William Lemuel wants to pass on the knowledge he has learned to artists. 
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BUSINESS FEATURE

BY COLLEEN FERGUSON

 W  illiam Lemuel, owner of True Songs Produc-
tions, once had a young artist come to the 

recording studio with nothing more than a melody. 
In 15 minutes, they came up with a song. 

“That’s a really nice value for your $80 an hour,” 
he said.

Lemuel rents out his Kingwood recording studio 
for an hourly rate as well as o� ers his own services 
as a producer, bandmate and sounding board as 
needed. A lifelong musician who has written more 
than 700 original songs, Lemuel said he hopes to 
help independent artists gain exposure and work on 
their music in a welcoming environment.

Lemuel opened the studio in a separated garage 
behind his home in 2012. Over the years, he has 
invested in the space to ensure he has all the so� -
ware and equipment essentials on-site, he said. 

Meanwhile, Lemuel also teaches guitar and bass 
lessons. While Lemuel said lessons are a smaller 
part of the business, he aims to o� er whatever 

services are in demand.
“I’m going to present all these things, and what-

ever shows me the most love, I’m going to show it 
love,” Lemuel said.

He brought on a videographer, Nick Boyce, 
in May. The two work with artists on individual 
projects, creating anything from music videos to 
business advertisements.

One of the things that sets True Songs Productions 
apart, Boyce said, is most studios do not provide 
basic tips to � rst-time artists to help them navigate 
making the most of their studio time. 

While making a living o� ering studio time to bud-
ding artists has been a challenge, Lemuel said the 
greatest reward for him is hearing artists’ satisfac-
tion as their songs comes together. 

“Something as simple as [hearing] ‘Man you did a 
great job. My music has never sounded like this. You 
really brought it to life,’” he said. “It’s always been 
music for me.”

True Songs Productions
Kingwood recording studio offers artists space to grow, learn
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Guitars and other equipment are available on-site.

The studio offers various instruments and a vocal 
booth to help artists put together each track.

3 TIPS FOR NEW MUSICIANS
William Lemuel, owner of True Songs Productions, said 
artists make the best use of their studio time when they 
come in prepared. He offered these tips for newcomers 
in the sound booth:

1. Do not try to be a “lone ranger.” Form a team of 
collaborators who can play to each other’s strengths 
and weaknesses.

2. The studio is not a rehearsal space. Come ready to 
execute the song with lyrics memorized and a track 
ready to go.

3. Know the recording equipment is honest, and 
whatever is given it is what will be heard back, even 
with autotune.
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Sam Houston State University now  
offers a BBA Degree in General Business 
Administration, 100% online!

Why choose an online degree from SHSU?
• Top-ranked programs
• Flexible scheduling 
• 24/7 support
• Taught by on-campus   
 professors

• Transfer up to 70 credit  
 semester hours*

• Financial aid eligibility 
• Accredited university

Your Time.
Your Future.
Sam Houston State University now 
offers a BBA Degree in General Business 
Administration, 100% online!

Why choose an online degree from SHSU?
• Transfer up to 70 credit 

semester hours*
• Financial aid eligibility 
• Accredited university

Your Time.
Future.

*All academic courses attempted at a college or university accredited by an agency recognized by the 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board will be reviewed for transferability.

For more information, 
about our online certificates and programs, visit shsu.edu/future.

New Homes from the $170s - $300s
Perry Homes, Lennar, M/I Homes, GreenEco Builders, Lakewood Homes

TavolaCommunity.com
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Bill’s Cafe

22845 Loop 494, Humble

281-358-6198   

www.facebook.com/
153367544702891   

Hours: Tue.-Fri. 11 a.m.-2 
p.m., 4-9 p.m.; Sat. 11 a.m.-
9 p.m.; closed Sun.-Mon.

59

494

N

P
H

O
TO

S 
B

Y
 R

O
SE

M
A

R
Y

 S
M

IT
H

/C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 IM
PA

C
T 

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

TWO DISHES TO TRY

DINING FEATURE

 W  hen a business has been around for more 
than 70 years like Bill’s Cafe in Kingwood 

has, it takes on a historical life of its own. Owner Rob 
Huber said the cafe has been capturing the taste buds 
and friendships of generations of families—including 
his own—since it opened its doors in 1945. 

He said he grew up frequenting the restaurant as 
a patron with his father, Lee Huber, who bought the 
restaurant from the original owner, Bill Reeves, for 
$10,000 during a poker game in 1970. Rob said he 
began working at the cafe at a young age and took 
over managing the eatery at 18 years old a� er his 
father died from cancer.

“My dad and I were tight, like twins; he taught me 
everything,” he said. “My dad was full of life, and 
he didn’t need money from the restaurant. He just 
bought it so he and his friends could hang out here.”

The cafe is adorned with hundreds of ball caps 
dating back to the 1970s. Original wooden posts 
used to tie horses still stand in the eatery’s parking 
lot. Additionally, legends as big as Elvis Presley and 
Earl Campbell have eaten at Bill’s Cafe, Rob said.

“Back in the ‘60s and ‘70s, this was the only 
place to eat between Houston and Cleveland, 
[Texas],” Rob said.

He said he believes customers continue to 
patron the cafe because it o� ers a sense of family. 
In fact, both of his daughters, 12-year-old Rachel 
and 16-year-old Cassie, also began working at the 
eatery at a young age just like their father.

Rachel has been helping out at the eatery since 
she was 6, and Cassie said she began serving drinks 
at the age of 4. Cassie, who now waits tables, said 
she enjoys seeing customers who have known her 
family for years.

“Everyone knows everybody here,” Cassie said.
The cafe’s menu has also not changed much since 

its beginning: It is limited to less than 10 entrees. 
However, Rob said the menu’s signature items—
such as its 2.5- to 3-pound steak for two and hearty 
burgers—keep patrons returning for more.

“We can pack in 200 [people] or more when the 
weather is right because our cafe is authentic,” he 
said. “There’s nothing else like it anywhere else.”

BY ROSEMARY SMITH

Bill’s Cafe
74-year-old eatery serves 
burgers, 3-pound steaks

T-bone steak ($26.95)
The dish is made with fresh meat and a special 
seasoning, and served with a house salad and fries.

Hamburger ($7)
The burger is made with fresh meat, and guests can 
add cheese, bacon and grilled onions for $2 extra.  
Sides are sold separately for $1.95.

Bill’s Cafe cook of 23 years, Carlos Vega, displays a 
roughly 3-pound sirloin steak the cafe is famous for.

Owner Rob Huber’s daughters Rachel, left, and Cassie, right, work at Bill’s Cafe, which opened in 1945.

CRESCENT 
SPRINGS 
DR.

*1937 Sale runs 6/24/19-7/6/19. Some exclusions apply. Please drink responsibly.

TWINLIQUORS.COM

DOLLAR
SALE

3 Day

*Includes wine and spirits 750ml or larger at all Twin Liquors locations.
Some exclusions apply. No further discount. No rain checks. Please drink responsibly.

UNBE L I E VABL E  SAVI NG S
O N  E VE RY  B OT �LE *

COMING LATE
AUGUST
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Across the street from the 
Forest Cove Community Cen-
ter sits the Riverview Town-
homes at Forest Cove: a devel-
opment that was deemed 
uninhabitable a� er Hurricane 
Harvey hit in August 2017. 
The abandoned townhomes, 
which sit near the banks of the 
West Fork of the San Jacinto 
River in Kingwood, have been 
reduced to gra�  tied walls and 
foundation shells. 

“They’re unsafe structures. 
They shouldn’t be allowed 
to be there,” said Joy Sadler, 
vice president of the Forest 
Cove Property Owners Associ-
ation. “Our community’s been 
le�  with holding the bag for 
someone else’s damages, and 
nobody seems to think they 
need to do anything.”  

Although Houston and 
Harris County o�  cials have 
broken ground on numerous 
multimillion-dollar � ood-pre-
vention projects and sought 
funding for hundreds of home 
buyouts in the two years since 
Hurricane Harvey, Sadler said 
some Lake Houston-area com-
munities, such as Forest Cove, 
are still recovering. 

HOME BUYOUTS, FLOOD MAPS 

Harris County Flood Control 
District o�  cials con� rmed that 
the townhomes are on the dis-
trict’s list of eligible home buy-
outs. However, HCFCD Execu-
tive Director Matt Zeve said it 
is a long, challenging process 
getting in touch with home-
owners who abandoned their 
battered homes a� er disasters. 

More than 1,100 parcels in 
the Kingwood area have been 
identi� ed by the HCFCD as 
eligible for buyout, and 73 of 
those have been purchased 
since Harvey, said James Wade, 
HCFCD’s property acquisition 
department manager. 

Roughly $280 million has 
been allocated for home buy-
outs in Harris County since 
Harvey—$200 million of it 

from federal programs and 
$80 million from Harris Coun-
ty’s $2.5 billion � ood infra-
structure bond approved by 
voters in August, Wade said.

For the homes that have 
repeatedly � ooded, Wade said 
a buyout program from the 
HCFCD or the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
is sometimes viewed as their 
best option. However, some-
times residents choose not to 
wait for buyouts—as the pro-
cess can take anywhere from 
eight to 18 months, Wade said. 

“A lot of these folks that I’ve 
spoken with told me that right 
a� er they got their homes 
completely repaired from the 
2016 � ood, weeks later, along 
came Harvey,” Wade said.

Some neighborhoods in the 
Kingwood area, such as the 
townhomes near Forest Cove, 
repeatedly � ood due to their 
location in the � ood plain, Zeve 
said. Harris County entered 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program in 1984, and the � rst 
� ood plain map was not avail-
able until 1990—decades a� er 
some Harris County homes 
were built, he said. 

“If we knew then what we 
know now, many of those sub-
divisions would not have been 
built,” Zeve said. 

To combat future devel-
opment in the � ood plain, 
Harris County commission-
ers approved tougher devel-
opment standards on July 9 
for building in � ood plains in 
unincorporated Harris County, 
based on Atlas-14 rainfall data 
released in September. Atlas-
14, which was conducted by 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
updated Texas’ precipitation 
frequency estimates.

The regulations require 
developers to build larger 
detention ponds and mitigate 
bringing � ll materials in the 
500-year � ood plain—an area 
with a 0.2% chance of � ooding 
in a given year—rather than 
just the 100-year � ood plain. 

The county is also in the 
process of remapping � ood 
plains, of which preliminary 
maps should be released by 
summer 2022, Zeve said. 

“People are going to con-
tinue building and develop-
ing, and the new maps may 
show that some of these folks 
that’re in a � ood plain are not 
in a � ood plain today,” he said. 

ONGOING PROJECTS

As some await buyouts, enti-
ties push forward on � ood-pre-
vention projects aimed at 
improving the capacity of trib-
utaries around Lake Houston 
and studying drainage systems 
in the region to get water out of 
the area more quickly. 

Zeve said the HCFCD con-
tinues to partner with local 
agencies to study and address 
causes of � ooding in the 
Greater Houston area. In April, 
the HCFCD began work on the 
San Jacinto Regional Water-
shed Master Drainage Plan, 
which will identify � ood-pre-
vention strategies regionwide.

Additionally, the Army 
Corps of Engineers Galveston 
District also continues dredg-
ing the West Fork of the San 
Jacinto River. Houston’s Chief 
Recovery O�  cer Steve Costello 
said he believes dredging the 
river is one of the more import-
ant projects in the Lake Hous-
ton area since the storm. 

Roughly $87 million has 
been spent to dredge the river 
since Harvey, as the Corps 
started on the second leg of the 
project in June, according to 
Corps o�  cials. Costello said the 
city of Houston is still awaiting 
a response from the Corps 
on the city’s permit applica-
tion to extend the dredging to 
include 1.4 million cubic yards 
to restore the mouth bar to 
pre-Harvey conditions.

Meanwhile, the city of 
Houston also continues its 
$48 million Lake Houston 
dam project. The project, 
which o�  cials estimate will 
begin construction in late 

for funding
FIGHTING Lake Houston-area residents, agencies await funding 

for home buyouts, various flood-prevention projects
BY COLLEEN FERGUSON AND

KELLY SCHAFLER 

Since Hurricane Harvey…

Home buyouts 

$280 million has been allocated for 
home buyouts in Harris County. 

The Harris County Flood Control District has 

completed the purchase of 365 parcels 
in Harris County, and 401 other parcels 
are in the process of being bought out.

73 parcels in Kingwood have been 

purchased for buyout, and 28 parcels 
are in the buyout process.

$119.3 million was allocated for Lake 
Houston-area projects from Harris County’s 

$2.5 billion  fl ood bond approved by 
voters in August 2018.

Despite the time, effort and funds that have been 
allocated to the Lake Houston area since Harvey, 
some communities are still recovering. Here is a 
noncomprehensive list of some of the major projects 
affecting the Lake Houston area. 

Dredging the West Fork 

$87 million has been spent to dredge 
the West Fork of the San Jacinto River. 

The city of Houston submitted a permit 
application to the Army Corps of 
Engineers Galveston District to dredge 

1.4 million cubic yards of material 
from the mouth bar. 

Lake Houston dam
The city of Houston submitted a grant 

application for $40 million to build 
10 gates on the Lake Houston dam 
to better help with releasing water from 
the lake.

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT, CITY OF HOUSTON, ARMY CORPS OF 

ENGINEERS GALVESTON DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

“A lot of these folks that I’ve spoken 
with told me that right after they 
got their homes completely repaired 
from the 2016 fl ood, weeks later, 
along came Harvey.” 

 — JAMES WADE, HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT’S 
PROPERTY ACQUISITION DEPARTMENT MANAGER
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2020, will add 10 dam gates 
that could help the city better 
handle severe rain events. 

Costello said the city of 
Houston submitted an appli-
cation to FEMA’s Hazard Mit-
igation Grant Program, and 
city o�  cials estimate it will be 
approved in late July or early 
August, a� er press time. Once 
approved, it will take roughly 
12 months to design the proj-
ect and 26 months to con-
struct. Costello said the city 
aims to complete the project 
by fourth quarter 2021.

Houston City Council Mem-
ber Dave Martin said while the 
dredging project will get the 
area back to pre-Harvey condi-
tions, the gates will help pre-
vent future � ooding.

“I can’t say we’ll never � ood 
again, but we’re doing every-
thing possible to make sure 
that if we receive a hurricane 
or just a great amount of rain, 
we’ll have the ability ... to 
release water [from the dam] in 
a rapid fashion,” he said. 

SECURING FUTURE FUNDING 

In the 86th Texas legislative 
session this year, lawmak-
ers also fought for funding to 
help rebuild and protect areas 
a� ected by Harvey, including in 
the Kingwood area. State Sen. 
Brandon Creighton, R-Con-
roe, who authored Senate Bill 
7, said dredging e� orts and 
modi� cations to the dam gates 
are two Lake Houston-area 
projects that could potentially 
bene� t from the funding mech-
anisms established by SB 7, 
which Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
signed into law in June.

Creighton said $1.7 billion 
will be available across four 
di� erent accounts, all of which 
could be applied to projects 
speci� c to the Lake Houston 
area. One account establishes 
a Corps division that will work 
with local government agen-
cies to set up future projects, 
and another is dedicated to 
revising � ood plain maps. 

More than $600 million of 
these funds will be disbursed 

NEXT steps
Numerous fl ood-prevention projects from the city of 
Houston and Harris County will be completed in the next few 
years. Here are some of the big projects.

The city of Houston 
expects to receive grant 
funding for the Lake 
Houston dam project. 

The design on the Lake 
Houston dam will begin. 

SOURCES: ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, CITY OF HOUSTON, HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD 
CONTROL DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

to local governments across 
the 60-county disaster area to 
help secure matching funds, 
Creighton said. While this level 
of state involvement in disaster 
relief is uncommon, he said the 
reaction to an unprecedented 
storm will leave Texas in a bet-
ter position for future disasters.

State agencies are now 
tasked with establishing a 
framework for obtaining the 
money. The Texas Infrastruc-
ture Resiliency Fund, which is 
meant to provide shorter-term 
funding for current projects, 
needs to be developed through 
the Texas Water Development 
Board, Creighton said. 

“This isn’t a path forward for 
what we’re always going to be 
able to do on the local-match 
side, but for the preparation 
side, the � ood mitigation side 
… and the planning sequence, 
we’re going to be better pre-
pared,” he said.

JULY 2019 AUG./SEPT. 2019

The Army Corps of 
Engineers estimates 
dredging at the West Fork 
of the San Jacinto River 
and Lake Houston will be 
complete. 

The Upper San Jacinto 
River Regional Watershed 
Master Drainage  Plan,
which identifi es fl ood 
mitigation strategies, will 
be complete.

AUG. 2020

Harris County’s 
preliminary Flood 
Insurance Rate Map will 
be released, showing the 
new fl ood plains. 

SUMMER 2022

Construction on the dam 
will be complete.

LATE 2021

NOV. 2019

Validate your child’s 
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that starting school can 
seem hard but emphasize 
that it can also be exciting 
and fun.

Start back-to-school routines, 
such as going to bed early, 
getting up early and planning 
clothes for the next day.

Make sure your child gets 
at least nine hours of sleep each 
night and eats healthy meals.

Reduce screen time and 
build activity into each day for 
improved mental health.

Arrange play dates. Research 
shows having friendly faces 
in the classroom can improve 
children’s academic and emo-
tional adjustment.

Visit the school to spend time 
on the playground or inside 
the classroom if possible.

Offer a prize or reward for 
attending school on 
the first day.

BEFORE SCHOOL BEGINS ...

IS IN A MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS, 
WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

IF YOU OR 
SOMEONE 

YOU KNOW

CALL US 24/7 
281-404-1001

Free Assessments Onsite

-Age 5 and up
-Inpatient and Outpatient Treatment 

-Detox Program for Adults

Go to our homepage for a
virtual tour of our hospital!

2001 Ladbrook Drive, Kingwood, TX 77339

www.kingwoodpines.com
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Many Kingwood-area retail 
businesses are � nally getting 
back on their feet nearly two 
years a� er taking in � oodwa-
ters during Hurricane Harvey.

Some retail centers hit by 
Harvey include the Kings Har-
bor development, Hamblen 
Place and Hamblen Plaza, and 
retailers at all four intersections 
of Kingwood Drive and West 
Lake Houston Parkway. In some 
of these areas, rental rates are 
slowly increasing post-Harvey, 
and the vacancy rates—which 
rose in the hurricane’s a� er-
math—are dropping, according 
to data from CoStar Group. 

While some storm-damaged 
area shops were able to reopen 
before the end of 2017, others—
such as Sharky’s Waterfront 
Grill in Kings Harbor—are still 
feeling the sting of Harvey, as 
they only recently reopened. 

Tammy Scott, the store man-
ager of the Hallmark store at 
the corner of Kingwood Drive 
and West Lake Houston Park-
way, said the gi�  store received 
roughly 4 feet of water during 
Harvey. Although the store 
reopened 83 days a� er Harvey, 
Scott said the clientele has only 
returned to post-Harvey num-
bers in the last six months. 

“A lot of people weren’t 
buying home decor and stu�  
because they lost their homes,” 
Scott said. “Through the almost 
two years, as people rebuild 
and come back and are able to 
shop, it’s a great feeling.”

Mark Mitchell, the director 
of the Lake Houston Area Eco-
nomic Development Partner-
ship, said the recovery times 
for businesses can di� er due 
to various factors, including 
landlord investment of prop-
erties, business owners’ abil-
ity to pay for recovery out of 
pocket and the strength of the 
business prior to Harvey.

“If you look at the landscape 
of who the tenants are, the 
age of strip malls, who’s back-
ing them—developers or [the 
owners] themselves—you get 
a hodgepodge of results and 
responses,” Mitchell said. 

IMPACT ON RETAIL CENTERS 

The demand for retail space 
in the Kingwood area post-Har-
vey is on the rise, according 
to data from CoStar Group, 
a commercial real estate 
research � rm. Director of Mar-
ket Analytics Justin Boyar said 
via email that asking rents 
increased a� er the storm, 
mostly due to the new supply 
of businesses coming online. 

“Houston’s retail rent growth 
is still above the U.S. average 
across the entire metro, even 
post-Harvey,” Boyar said. 

CoStar data shows commer-
cial retail spaces in the 77338, 
77339 and 77345 ZIP codes, 
which encompass the east and 
west sides of Kingwood and 
Atascocita, have seen rental 
rates increase 4% to 16% since 
Harvey. Meanwhile, rates in 
the Humble area decreased 
slightly during the same time.  

At the same time, vacancy 
rates also increased imme-
diately a� er Harvey in King-
wood and Humble but began 
to decrease by 2019. The area 
east of West Lake Houston 
Parkway in Kingwood saw 
the largest vacancy increase 
of 1% between third and 
fourth quarter 2017, while the 
Atascocita area saw a decrease 
in retail vacancy. 

However, as of press time, all 
four ZIP codes are either back 
near or lower than pre-Harvey 
level of vacancy, Boyar said. 

LANDLORD CHALLENGES 

Despite rental rates and 
vacancies balancing out across 
the region, local property man-
agers and landlords said it can 
still be a challenge to attract 
businesses to spaces damaged 
by Harvey.

Adam McAlpine, the owner 
and broker for McAlpine Inter-
ests, which manages commer-
cial real estate properties in 
Kingwood, said the reminder 
of Harvey can hinder attract-
ing new tenants to once-dam-
aged properties—especially 
when � ood-prevention proj-
ects are ongoing. 

“People make decisions on 
what they want to do in good 

times and then make decisions 
in bad times,” he said. “I think 
it’s the unknown is when you 
just kind of have this stag-
nancy—people don’t know 
which direction to go.”

To incentivize businesses 
to lease spaces, some prop-
erty owners have increased 
their tenant improvement 
allowance—or the amount a 
landlord is willing to spend to 
so a tenant can renovate the 
space—into Harvey-damaged 
businesses, McAlpine said. He 
is the property manager of the 
Hamblen Place shopping cen-
ter at the corner of Hamblen 
Road and Forest Cove Drive, 
which—although it sits on 
18-foot-high beams—� ooded 
during Harvey and currently 
has several vacancies. 

Prior to Harvey, McAlpine 
said property owners of the 
development would invest 
$4,000 to paint and carpet a 
space. Now, property own-
ers are investing $60,000-
$70,000 to rebuild the spaces 
to pre-Harvey conditions. 

“That’s a lot of funds that 
they would never have to have 
done previously,” he said. 
“Some landlords can a� ord to 
do that, other ones cannot.”

While the Hamblen Road 
area continues to be rebuilt, 
another retail area, Kings Har-
bor, moves closer to revitaliza-
tion. McAlpine, who is also the 
leasing agent for Kings Harbor, 
said many of the restaurants 
and businesses have reopened 
a� er Harvey.  

McAlpine said Kings Harbor 
is almost completely leased 
out, with two restaurant 
spaces and one o�  ce space 
available. Midway Proper-
ties, the owner and developer 
of Kings Harbor, was able to 
assist business owners who 
did not have insurance a� er 
the � ood, McAlpine said. 

“Without the landlord’s abil-
ity to help the tenants get back 
up and operational, I feel that 
Kings Harbor would be a lot 
less leased than it is today,” 
he said. “It took time, but a lot 
of tenants were willing to wait 
so they could have a landlord 

in retail
RECOVERY Retail rebounds in most areas after Harvey

Some Kingwood-area business owners still feel storm’s sting 2 years later
BY COLLEEN FERGUSON AND 

KELLY SCHAFLER
Vacancy rates increased immediately after Hurricane Harvey in 
Kingwood and Humble but began to decrease by 2019. Average 
rental rates dipped when Harvey hit but have since increased across 
the region; however, rental rates increased at a slower pace in the 
Humble and east Kingwood areas post-Harvey. Here is how rates 
tracked in the Kingwood, Humble and Atascocita areas from Harvey 
to the second quarter of 2019. 
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Although Hurricane Harvey 
damaged hundreds of businesses in the 
Kingwood area, retail experts said it did not 
affect rental or vacancy rates long-term.  

SOURCE: COSTAR GROUP/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Vacancy rates in three ZIP codes 
spiked after Harvey, but vacancies 
have since balanced out. 
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Average rental rates dipped in two 
ZIP codes when Harvey hit but have 
since recovered in most areas.
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For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.

that was going to help them 
get back open and cover some 
of those costs to rebuild.”

BUSINESSES THRIVE OR DIVE 

The amount of time and 
investment that property own-
ers and developers put into 
damaged shopping centers 
a� er Harvey greatly a� ected 
the recovery of the tenants in 
the centers, Mitchell said. 

“With very active real estate 
owners, you saw their strip 
malls rebound fairly quickly,” 
Mitchell said. “For owners 
with relatively fewer resources 
to pull from, their deployment 
of resources and the develop-
ment and/or recovery maybe 
has taken a lot longer.”

The Kings Crossing shop-
ping center, also referred to 
as the old H-E-B shopping 
center, at the northwest cor-
ner of Kingwood Drive and 
West Lake Houston Parkway, 
has not quite recovered since 
Harvey, business owners 
said. While some local busi-
nesses that reopened a� er 
Harvey have thrived, others 
said they still feel the strain 

of the storm on their clientele. 
While store owners said 

the vacancy is in part due to 
Harvey, it was also a� ected 
by the closure of the previ-
ously anchored H-E-B, which 
closed prior to the storm. 

At least eight businesses 
closed or relocated from the 
center a� er Harvey, including 
Eye Trends, Famous Footwear 
and Pinch a Penny Pool Patio 
Spa. Pinch a Penny Pool Patio 
Spa relocated from the shop-
ping center to the adjacent 
Kings Crossing shopping cen-
ter in January 2019.

Owner Thomas Parison 
said Harvey wiped out about 
70% of the businesses in 
the H-E-B shopping center. 
He chose to relocate to the 
adjacent center to move to a 
center that had more success 
post-Harvey.

Eye Trends relocated its 
optometry business from the 
same shopping center a� er it 
did not receive help from the 
landlord, Lister Property Co., 
to repair � ood damage, doc-
tor’s assistant Kimberly Camp 
said. It reopened at the new 

Northpark Drive location on 
Dec. 1, 2018, but the business 
would have stayed at the for-
mer location if it could have 
repaired the damage, she said. 

Meanwhile, Pet Ranch 
owner Kent Stevens said his 
business—which has been 
located in the shopping cen-
ter for 29 years and received 
roughly 3.5 feet of water 
during Harvey—has come 
back stronger than ever in 
spite of the damage. However, 
Stevens agreed the property 
owners o� ered little help in 
the a� ermath of Harvey.

“A� er the � ood, our busi-
ness has been even stron-
ger,” he said. “The support 
from the community has been 
absolutely outstanding.”

Harold Clark A & Com-
pany, the company hired by 
Lister Property Co. to man-
age the property, declined to 
comment for the story. Lister 
Property Co. did not respond 
to a request for comment by 
press time. 

After School Care

Youth Sports Leagues

YMCA Infant and Preschool Care

Swim Lessons

EXCEL AFTER THE BELL
Make the YMCA your destination for safe, convenient
and affordable fall fun for the whole family!and affordable fall fun for the whole family!

GET BACK TO
YOUR BEST YOU!

Join today for more energy, 

less stress, greater health

and endless possibilities...

plus YMCA members SAVE 

BIG on fall youth programs.Learn more at ymcahouston.org

YMCA Mission: To put Judeo-Christian principles into practice through programs that build 
healthy spirit, mind and body for all. Everyone is welcome.

LoneStar.edu/InstrumentationTechnology-AAS • 346-773-3800 • EEOC

Instrumentation Technology 
starts this fall!

•  Install & Repair 
    Process Instruments
•  Inspect & Troubleshoot 
    High-Tech Equipment
•  Earn an AAS Degree in 
    Instrumentation Technology

Enroll in a 
new trade!

•  All Classes at 
    LSC-Process Tech Center
•  Two-year Program
•  Gainful Employment
•  Affordable cost

The U.S. Small Business Administration received 

489 loan applications from Lake Houston-area 
businesses after Hurricane Harvey.

August 2017

Rebuilding after Harvey
Pet Ranch, located at the northwest corner of Kingwood 
Drive and West Lake Houston Parkway, closed for two 
weeks and lost 22,000 pounds of pet food during 
Harvey. Now, owner Kent Stevens said business is better 
than ever.

July 2019
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Access Houston Methodist primary care  
at a location near you. 
Our doctors provide personalized care for you and your family, 
including physicals, immunizations and preventive care.

Many of our practices:
• Provide online scheduling

• Offer same-day appointments

• Are conveniently located close to work or home

• Accept most major insurance plans

houstonmethodist.org/pcg 
713.394.6724

Convenient, Quality 

PRIMARY  
CARE

Conroe

Kingwood

Montgomery

Magnolia

Rayford/Sawdust

Spring

The Woodlands

45

99

242

1488

691960

249

105
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Kingwood resident Daryl Palmer can 
still remember the face of a roughly 
90-year-old woman who he helped 
transport from a � ooded Kingwood 
nursing home to a nearby landing site 
for rescue helicopters during Hurri-
cane Harvey. Although she had a frac-
tured pelvis, Palmer said the unknown 
woman was smiling as she was trans-
ported from � oodwaters. 

“She’s � ashing smiles and saying, 
‘Thank you so much for helping me,’ 
and every time they moved her, she 
was just [in so much pain],” Palmer 
said. “That was one of the hardest 
moments of that whole storm. … That’s 
the image that sticks in my mind.”

Mental health care experts said 
experiencing a natural disaster, such 
as Harvey, can create lasting e� ects on 
individuals’ psyche for months or even 
years a� er. Now, local and state agen-
cies are surveying residents to gauge 
mental health conditions caused by 
the storm as well as forming collabora-
tions to ensure there are proper men-
tal health resources in place to handle 
future natural disasters.

Licensed Professional Counselor 
Marty Lerman, who is the founder of 
Kingwood organization Allied Mental 
Health, said people who have gone 
through natural disasters in which 
they may have lost their homes and 
belongings may feel anxious and dis-
tressed when subsequent rain events 
have occurred. 

These feelings can lead to symptoms 
such as headaches, nail biting, panic 
attacks, eating and sleeping disorders, 
or even alcohol abuse, Lerman said. 
His organization hosted a “Rainxiety” 
event in May following heavy rains 
that hit parts of Kingwood to help resi-
dents deal with the distress. 

“When these kinds of things hap-
pen, probably about 90% of the pop-
ulation that needs help does not get it, 
and about 10% does get it,” he said.

ASSESSING MENTAL HEALTH 

POST-HARVEY 

The Hurricane Harvey Registry, a 
Houston-area organization, is study-
ing the long-term impact of Harvey on 
housing, physical health and mental 
health to better help agencies provide 
disaster assistance. The organization 
released its initial report in February, 
and o�  cials said more comprehensive 

reports will be available in the future. 
The report showed 59% of respon-

dents reported they o� en or sometimes 
think about Harvey when they did not 
mean to, while 32% of respondents 
said they were aware they still had a 
lot of feelings about it, but they did not 
deal with them. 

Joally Canales, community outreach 
coordinator for the Hurricane Harvey 
Registry, said mental recovery from 
disasters is sometimes described as 
happening in waves. 

“You have, kind of, the honeymoon 
stage a� er the disaster where every-
one is helping each other and there’s 
hope,” Canales said. “Then a few 
months pass, and you feel like people 
have forgotten about you.”

The registry’s data includes feed-
back from 9,798 people who registered 
as of Jan. 1. However, as of early April, 
637 Kingwood and Lake Houston-area 
residents were included among the 
more than 16,500 registrants, she said. 

The organization is also compiling 
neighborhood-speci� c data to provide 
a more in-depth look at Harvey’s psy-
chological and physical e� ect on com-
munities in the Greater Houston area. 
Canales said she hopes the data will be 
used by lawmakers, local o�  cials and 
health care professionals to address 
the needs of the region. 

Meanwhile, the Houston Harris 
County Disaster Behavioral Health Ini-
tiative—a partnership led by the Net-
work of Behavioral Health Providers 
with the city of Houston, Harris County 
and the state of Texas—was launched 
by the NBHP in June, said Sue Levin, 
co-chair of the NBHP’s initiative.

Levin said the project, which is 
funded by the Houston Endowment, 
forms long-term coordination e� orts 
between local and state entities to bet-
ter address mental health conditions 
that could arise from future disasters.

“[We] will be more likely and able to 
access each others’ resources and not 
duplicate e� orts and step on each oth-
ers’ toes,” she said. 

STRATEGIES, RESOURCES TO HELP 

Mental health experts said there are 
several strategies people can use to 
� ght the anxious feelings surround-
ing these rain events, including doing 
emergency preparations. 

“Anticipating what you need to do to 
take care of yourself and your family 

and your belongings … that puts you 
into a mindset of action,” Lerman said.

Additionally, Mental Health Amer-
ica of Greater Houston, an education 
and advocacy nonpro� t, provides free 
mental health workshops to residents, 
schools, � rst responders, disaster-case 
managers and others involved in Har-
vey-recovery e� orts.

MHA Program Specialist Tilicia 
Johnson said workshop requests have 
increased in the two years since the 
storm. To help o� er these services, the 
MHA has received more than $1 million 
from local foundations and donations. 

The MHA’s self-care workshop helps 
people identify why they may be feel-
ing stress or fatigue, and gives recom-
mendations on how people can cope 
and build resiliency a� er the storm. 
Johnson said some techniques include 
practicing deep breathing. 

“We also encourage residents to do 
things they enjoy doing, so if that’s 
taking a walk with a pet or talking with 
a friend ... to reset their mood and emo-
tional well-being,” Johnson said. 

from Harvey
HEALING Studies show increases in mental conditions 

occur several months or years after a 
hurricane occurs. The Hurricane Harvey 
Registry shows many people still think about 
the disaster two years later.
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● Often/sometimes

● Rarely

● Not at all

SOURCE: HURRICANE HARVEY REGISTRY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Residents heal from disaster 
trauma 2 years post-Harvey 
BY KELLY SCHAFLER
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NOT DAMAGED 
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HOMES WERE 

DAMAGED 

LOCAL RESOURCES
Allied Mental Health
1525 Lakeville Drive, Ste. 
113, Kingwood
281-812-3322
www.alliedmentalhealth
tx.com
Services: individual 
therapy, holistic healing, 
hypnotherapy

The Harris Center-
Northeast Clinic
7200 N. Loop 610 E. 
Freeway, Houston
713-970-7000
www.theharriscenter.org
Services: immediate 
assistance for a mental 
health-, intellectual- or 
developmental disabilities-
related crisis

Mental Health America 
of Greater Houston
2211 Norfolk St., Ste. 810, 
Houston
713-523-8963
www.mhahouston.org
Services: provides free 
mental health workshops to 
community groups, places 
of employment, schools 
and fi rst responders

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.
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4 bedroom / 3.5 bath  3,332 sq. ft.  $349,900
Rick Trevino
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 281-787-5153

4 bedroom / 3.5 bath  3,223 sq. ft. $324,000
Marcey Rogers
Coldwell Banker United 832-998-4663

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

The master-planned community of Eagle 
Springs is located in Atascocita off Will Clayton 
and West Lake Houston parkways. The 1,300-
acre community features a clubhouse, a splash 
pad and spray park, a fi tness center and two 
Humble ISD schools. It also has the 15-acre 
Eagle Springs Athletic Club & Sports Complex, 
which features tennis courts, soccer and 
baseball fi elds, a swimming pool and a sand 
volleyball court.

Build-out year: 2001

Square footage: 3,005

Home values: $210,000-$525,000

HOA dues (estimated): $825 annually 

Amenities: the Eagle Springs and Valley 
Springs clubhouses, an athletic club pool, an 
island club pool, a splash pad and spray park, 
a fi tness center, a sports complex as well as 
fi elds, tennis courts and pavilions

Property taxes (in dollars):

Harris County  0.4186
Harris County ESD No. 46  0.10
Harris County Flood Control District 0.0288
Harris County Hospital District  0.1711
Humble ISD  1.52
Harris County MUDs  0.83
Port of Houston Authority  0.0116
Harris County Department 
of Education  0.0052
Total (per $100 valuation) 3.193

$267,450

EAGLE SPRINGS, 77346

RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$101.87$8,539 48

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 7/3/19

55 23

Homes on 
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by Kendra Lee
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene • 832-445-0408 • www.garygreene.com

4 bedroom / 3 bath  2,428 sq. ft. $240,000
Tracy Brown
Re/Max Associates Northeast 713-249-3742

4 bedroom /3.5 bath  2,811 sq. ft.  $285,000
Jessica Smith
Opendoor Brokerage, LLC 281-623-1165

12242 Valley Lodge Parkway

17302 Rainer Valley Lane

18322 Enchanted Rock Trail

12010 Salt River Valley Lane

REAL ESTATE

HOMES SOLD  (JUNE 2019)
Number of homes sold, ZIP code/average days on the market

Price range 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$149,999 or less 9/18 - 4/16 3/21 7/12 4/3 3/24

$150,000-$199,999 19/29 4/52 24/17 10/22 23/25 13/19 29/22

$200,000-$299,999 34/53 23/51 75/41 20/79 6/29 27/25 24/85

$300,000-$399,999 18/57 20/33 20/59 12/106 1/221 8/42 3/57

$400,000-$499,999 10/34 7/63 8/95 1/17 - - 1/39

$500,000-$599,999 - 3/61 3/5 2/125 - 1/4 -

$600,000-$799,999 1/73 1/7 1/64 - - - -

$800,000-$999,999 - - - - - - -

$1 million + - - - - - - -

MARKET DATA
MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JUNE

-19.48%

-8.71%

-6.98%
-13.4%

-3.24%

+0.05% -0.23%
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2018 VS. 2019

©2019 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All Rights Reserved. Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.  Each Office is Independently 
Owned and Operated. Better Homes and Gardens, the  Better Homes and Garden Real Estate logo are registered service  marks owned by Meredith Corporation and licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.

18477 West Lake Houston Parkway, Suite 50  |  Humble,TX 77346  |  832-445-0408
www.GaryGreene.com
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BEAUTY & FITNESS
Lash Lounge - Kingwood ............................ 28

Vessel Pilates, LLC ...................................... 28

DINING
Amedeo’s .................................................. 27

Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers.... 30

Fuji Steakhouse & Sushi - Kingwood .......... 29

Kingwood Bagel ........................................ 28

RC’s NYC Pizza & Pasta - Valley Ranch ........ 31

Souper Salad -Humble ............................... 29

ENTERTAINMENT
DNS Water Sports ...................................... 29 

Radio KAIR - LHK ....................................... 27

Virtual Reality Gaming ............................... 26

HOME & GARDEN
Moore Supply Co. - Humble ....................... 26

MEDICAL
Complete Dental Care - Kingwood ............. 30

Get Well Health Clinic ................................ 27

Kingwood Perfect Smiles ........................... 26

Renove Medical Spa .................................. 29

Sacred Leaf - Humble ................................. 28

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Kenneth’s Complete Car Care Center, Inc. .. 30 

Tommy’s Express Car Wash - LHK ............... 30

RETAIL
Designer Shoe Source - Kingwood ............. 26

Greens Washateria .................................... 28

HOUSTON AVE.

TOWNSEN RD.

1420 FARM TO MARKET
1960 BYPASS

1420 Farm to Market 1960 Bypass Suite 106, Humble, TX 77338

(281) 725-6030 | lakehoustoncbd.com

20% OFF NEW CUSTOMERS
10% OFF RETURNING CUSTOMERS
(MUST BRING THIS AD IN TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT. OFFER EXPIRES 8/31/2019)

Learn about Holistic Treatments for: Pain, Anxiety, 
Infl ammation, Insomnia and more

LAKE HOUSTON
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Moore Supply Company, Humble’s best kept secret, has been operating in Humble, 
Texas since 1969. Since opening, we have provided wholesale plumbing supplies 
and an endless selection of affordable and top of the line plumbing products for all of 
your home and business needs. Our sales staff provides expert service and 
knowledge that online and home improvement stores cannot offer. 

Stop by and visit your local plumbing supply  
at 1002 N. Houston Ave.  
Humble, TX 77338
Or give us a call at (281) 446-7131

Humble Westf eld Rd.

1960

69

N
. H

ou
st

on
 A

ve
.

mooresupplyhouston.com

*Offer only valid at 1002 N Houston Ave, Humble, TX. Limit 1 per customer. Expires August 31, 2019

$100 OFF 
Any Blaze Grill or Power Burner Purchase 

AUGUST COUPON

15% OFF 
Additional Accessories

+
Come Check Out Our Upcoming Demonstration Event! Call for details.

300 Northpark Drive, Suite 300
Kingwood, Texas 77339

Schedule your 
appointment today!

(281) 306-5424
KingwoodPerfectSmiles.com

$100 OFF ANY SERVICE!
Exp. 9/6/19

A D V A N C I N G  O R A L  H E A LT H  O N E  S M I L E  A T  A  T I M E

Get your yearly preventative care for a low 
monthly fee plus save on all treatment 

with our in-offi  ce membership club!

• Patient-fi rst care for the entire family

• Modern, technologically driven,                                         
state-of-the-art offi  ce that is    
family owned & operated.

• Convenient location and hours

• Most major insurances accepted

• In-offi  ce membership club and 
additional fi nancing options available

EVERYTHING
MUST GO

LIQUIDATION SALE

1550 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood, 77339 | 281-608-7539
Kingwood Drive and Green Oak

Name brand shoes & handbags 

VIRTUAL REALTY GAMING & PARTIES
Parties | Special Events | Corporate Team Building | Reunions

BUY AN HOUR, 
FRIEND PLAYS 

1/2 PRICE

8018 FM 1960 | HUMBLE, TX 77346 | (832) 806-5537 | VRSWEETGAMING.COM

Back to 
School Bring a 
Friend Month
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A Kingwood tradition 
since 1985

 LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

CATERING MENU
PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE

22704 LOOP 494 | KINGWOOD, TX 77339 | AMEDEOS.NET |281-359-4451

$10 OFF TWO DINNER ENTREES OF $30 OR MORE
VALID MON.-THURS. ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS. 

ONE COUPON PER TABLE. DINE IN AT AMEDEO’S ONLY. OFFER EXPIRES 9/26/19

1660 W LAKE HOUSTON PKWY 
SUITE 103
KINGWOOD, TX 77339
RAFFAS.NET
281-360-1436

OBSERVATION KITCHEN •  OUTDOOR PATIOS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM • DYNAMIC BAR

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER

$8 OFF 
LUNCH with purchase 

of 2 entrees & 
2 beverages

VALID MON.-FRI. ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY 
OTHER OFFER. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS. ONE 

COUPON PER TABLE. DINE IN AT RAFFA’S ONLY. 
OFFER EXPIRES 9/26/19

832-781-4340
www.GetWellHouston.net

11411 N. Sam Houston Pkwy. 
Ste. 146 Humble, TX 77396

WE CAN HELP YOU WITHQuick weight loss

Get back 
to school 
ready!

We accept insurance
We see patients of all ages 
No appointment is ever needed
We provide urgent care without urgent care prices

W
oodland Hills Dr.

Sam Houston Pkwy.

Vaccines $10*
Sick Visits $60

DOT Physicals $60
Weight Loss Visits $50

EKG $50
(Per vaccine for uninsured children under 19)

WE OFFER 
SPORTS 

PHYSICALS & 
VACCINATIONS*

your local community
RADIO STATION
Serving Atascocita | Humble | Kingwood | Porter | New Caney

Bringing you the best in local news, information, 
sports and weekly specialty broadcast programs.

Stream Live 24/7

300 E. Main Humble, TX 77338
(281)990-6999 • RadioKAIR.com N

FM 1960

Main St.
69

Download the Radio
KAIR app for FREE

Sounds from the golden era, old school R&B, 
country and rock and roll.

• Go to CONTACT at radiokair.com
• Leave a comment
• Be Entered to WIN a Google Home Mini
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HOURS: 
Monday-Friday • 6AM–3PM

Saturday-Sunday • 6AM–2PM

SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH ALL DAY!  
Full Menu!

Including Sandwiches and Salads

2855 W LAKE HOUSTON PKWY STE 108, HUMBLE, TX 77339
(281) 360-8006

KINGWOOD DR

TOWN CENTER  PL

W
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3 FREE BAGELS
W/ PURCHASE OF 6

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON 
EXPIRES 8/31/19

4 FREE BAGELS
W/ PURCHASE OF BAKERS DOZEN

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON 
EXPIRES 8/31/19

$5 OFF PURCHASE 
OF $25 OR MORE

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON 
EXPIRES 8/31/19

Culti vati ng a welcoming,
non-judgmental and supporti ve 

space for women, helping them heal 
through the power of movement, 

nourishing food and self-care

Of fe r i n g  In d i v i d u a l  +  Gro u p  Se s s i o n s  i n c l u d i n g
Pi l a te s  Refo r m e r  |  Towe r |  Mat |  Su s p e n s i o n |  Pre n at a l  +  Po s t n at a l  |  Yog a

Ba r re  |  H I I T |  Mo m my +  Me  a n d  C h i l d  Move m e nt  c l a s s e s  fo r  o u r  l i t t l e  o n e s .

V P K i d s  C l u b  i s  ava i l a b l e .  In f ra re d  Sa u n a  +  We l l n e s s  Bo u t i q u e

21 N Main Street | Kingwood, TX 77339
281.913.5385 | vesselpilates.com

UNLIMITED
includes free 
kid’s club and 
15% off  retail

$199

Ne� and Clean! FREE
1.86 oz SNICKERS BAR 

with wash
Only one off er per customer, redeem at Fuel Maxx next 
door. Must have machine number to use coupon, only 

one per machine. Present Machine number to clerk 
Coupon only for Washateria customers. Exp: 9-1-19

Gree n� Washateria
6322 Greens Rd. Ste. C, Humble, TX
(Take the Greens Rd exit from 59
Next to Fuel Maxx #27 / Chevron)

281-570-6975

Greens Rd.

Green Manor
Dr.

59
8

Back to School Special
$99 Natural Full Set 

($200 Value)

LASH–READY

N

KINGWOOD DR.W
 LAKE    H

O
USTO

N
 PKW

Y.

Eyelash Extensions & Refi lls  
Tinting & Threading

Lash Perming • Certifi ed Stylists

4580 Kingwood Dr. • Kingwood, TX 77345
281.502.2545 • thelashlounge.com/kingwood-kingscrossing

FREE
Threading with 
Lash Extension 

Service

Humble

 CBD... Your Natural Alternative

6730 Atascocita Rd, Suite 112
Humble, TX 77346

(346)600-8961
sacredleaf-humble.com

Stop by to try a FREE sample

10% Off 
purchase 

Atascotia Rd.

1960

N

CBD Benefi ts:
Depression/PTSD/Anxiety

Chronic Pain

Insomnia

Tremors

Alzheimer’s/Dementia

Fatigue/Skin Conditions

ADD/ADHD

Cancer

Epilepsy

(With this coupon only.  
Not valid with any 

other off er.)
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www.facebook.com/pg/dnswatersports/
about/?ref=page_internal. 

BOAT AND JET SKI RENTALS
DNS WATERSPORTSDNS WATERSPORTS

Life is better at 
the Lake! Call 

to reserve your 
rental now!

936-520-7604936-520-7604

 7021 Kingston Cove Lane
Willis, TX 77318

In Seven Coves Marina@dnswatersports

Pontoon Boat and Jet Ski Rental on beautiful Lake Conroe. 

• Five Diff erent Soups Daily
• Unlimited Salad Bar
• Pasta
• Macaroni
• Tacos

• Pizza
• Baked Potatoes
• Breads
• Desserts

20026 Hwy 59 N.
Humble, TX 77338
281.548.1122
www.soupersalad.com

Endle�  Choices! One Low Price!

Buy 1 Buff et Get One Free
(With purchase of adult 
buff et and 2 beverages)

Buff et Deal

Expires 8/31/2019

  Nonsurgical Lipodestruction with Award Winning Vanquish Me   
 Exilis Ultra Radio Frequency Skin Tightening    PDO Thread Facelift & Necklift  

 Female and Male Intimate Health    Nonsurgical Hair Regrowth & Restoration with PRP
  Fillers and Botox    Facial Treatments and Chemical Peels    Laser Hair Removal  

  IV Vitimans & Antioxidant Infusions    Medical Weight Loss Programs  
 PRP Knee Joint Injections    Sclerotherapy For Spider Veins    Bio-Identical Hormones

  Stem Cell Therapy (Our products do not contain any fetal or embryonic tissue)

PREMIER HEALTH, WELLNESS, AND SKIN 
CARE CENTER SERVING MEN AND WOMEN.

Schedule your FREE CONSULTATION with 
DR. AFIA NAQVI

Board Cert i f ied  |   Aesthetics and Internal Medicine
1850 West Lake Houston Parkway  Suite 170  Kingwood, TX 77339  832.644.8338  www.renovemedicalspa.com

BOTOX 

$10
PER UNIT

Northpark Dr.
494

69

25661 US Hwy 59, Kingwood, TX 77339

Fuji
STEAKHOUSE         AND SUSHI

GRAND OPENING!
Come dine with us!

fujikingwood.com

(281)747-7435

$7.99 
Hibachi Lunch Special

(11am - 3pm)

$12.99 
Hibachi Dinner Special
(4:30pm - 6:30pm)

Appetizers • Salads • Soups • Sushi Rolls  
Yakisoba • Hibachi • Bento Boxes
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HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS

FREE CUSTARD COOKIE

BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E
COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529
DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road
FULSHEAR
26806 FM 1093

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W
KATY
24433 Katy Freeway
KINGWOOD
4519 Kingwood Dr.
LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978
NEW CANEY
12007 N. Grand Parkway E.
PASADENA
4637 E Sam
Houston Pkwy S

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy
SPRING
19370 Interstate 45
21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Freeway

®
Good for one cookie. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. 
Expires 10.31.2019. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply.

HHOOUUSSTON ARETON AREAA LOCAT LOCATA LOCATAA LOCATA IONS

®

FreddysUSA.com

#FreddysWorthIt

eddy’s locations.

 LOCAT LOCATIIOONNSS

IF YOU’RE GOING
TO BE BAD,

IT BETTER BE
THIS GOOD.

COMING SOON — 1705-B FRY ROAD, KATY

1900 Northpark Drive
Kingwood, TX 77339

NORTHPARK DR H
ID

D
EN

 PIN
ES D

R

D
R 

RE
ML

AP
 L

LE
SS

S
U

R (281) 359-KENS
kennethscarcare.com

BIGenough to service your needs, 
enough to care!SMALL

• Auto Body & Collision
• Mechanical 
• Tires, Brakes, Oil Changes
• Scheduled Maintenance
• Cooling System Service
• Brake System Services
• Transmissions and Drive 

Train Services
• Diagnostics
• Engine Repair
• State Inspections
• Rental Cars

State Inspections
with Kenneth’s Care Care T-shirt! 
(CALL FOR DETAILS)

FREE 

Fo
res

t D
r.

n

69

59

NorthPark Plaza Dr.

Periodontal Treatment
& Cosmetic Dentistry

Smile
YOU’RE WORTH IT

• Veneers
• Cleanings
• Extractions
• Preventative 

& Restoration 
Treatment

• Crowns
• Nitrous 

Sedation

• Immediate 
Dentures

• Bridges, 
Filings

• Night Guards
• Sealants
• CBCT 

Scanning/3D 
Imaging

Most Insurance’s Accepted 
Payment Plans Available

Gentle Dental Care in a
State-of-the-Art Off ice

23812 US Hwy 59, Kingwood, TX 77339
346-616-5897  |  completedentalcarekingwood.com

$100 Off
Any Treatment
Must bring coupon. New patients only.

FREE Exam 
& X-ray

Coupons cannot be combined with 
other offers.

OR
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ALL MONTH LONG
APPETIZERS

FRESH SALADS

CALZONES & STROMBOLIS

9” HOUSE HEROS

WINGS

CRAFT BEER

PATIO WITH INDOOR/
OUTDOOR FULL BAR

Valley Ranch
21572 Market Place Dr, Suite 100

New Caney, TX 77357 • (281)354-4949
Hours:

Monday – Saturday 11:00 am – 10:00 pm
Sunday – 11:00 am – 9:00 pm

WWW.RCSNYCPIZZA.COM

1 Year Anniversary 
Celebration

FREE
6 PIECE JUMBO CHICKEN 
WINGS OR FRIED PICKLES
(with purchase of 18” Meaty New Yorker or Godfather Pizza, Expires 8/31/2019)

VALLEY RANCH

AWARD 
WINNING 
PIZZA
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To schedule an appointment or check in online, 

visit memorialhermann.org/ccc or call 346.320.5300.

Taking care of you and your family is what we do best. For primary care, a 24-hour ER, physical therapy, advanced imaging with 

mammography and lab services, you can visit the Memorial Hermann Convenient Care Center in Kingwood. It’s convenience 

without compromise – all from one of Houston’s most trusted health systems.

4533 Kingwood Drive
Kingwood, TX 77345

Located on Kingwood Drive behind Torchy’s Tacos. 

Everything you need. Right in Kingwood.
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