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For longtime West University and 
Bellaire-area resident and real estate 
agent Michele Sche� er, the signs of 
the area’s turnaround since Hurri-
cane Harvey are easy to see.

“The streets are clear; the debris is 
gone; gardens and yards are coming 
back to life; kids are riding bikes in 
the streets again,” Sche� er said. “It’s

Real estate values 
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Properties 
damaged

Number of 
properties repaired

Repaired property 
value gained or lost

DINING FEATURE 
Enotecca Rossa15

About one in fi ve properties 
damaged during Hurricane 
Harvey have been repaired 
or demolished, according 
to county appraisal records. 
Values have not yet fully 
recovered for most of these 
properties as of 2019.

PROPERTY
PROPERTY

77005

77096

77025

77030

77401

36 8

1,442 387

47 2

868 177

1,794 300

‐$19.2M

$80,354

‐$3.6M

‐$5.3M
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NMap not to scale

Editor’s note: For the latest devel-
opments, visit communityimpact.com 

At Kashmere High School, Houston 
ISD administrators and community 
members touted the school’s pro-
found turnaround—earning a pass-
ing grade on the state’s rating system 
for the � rst time in almost a decade.

“With the right support, we have 
changed the narrative,” interim 
Superintendent Grenita Lathan told 
the audience Aug. 15.

Despite the fanfare, one under-
performing school and a Texas 
Education Agency investigation 
could shake up the district’s elected 
board of trustees, who do not make 

the day-to-day decisions of the dis-
trict but are held responsible for its 
oversight. The state has the option 
to appoint a board of managers to 
replace the trustees, a move that has 
divided elected o�  cials, community 
groups and parents. 

“I think we need new leadership. 

Investigation, failing school could trigger intervention

Houston ISD saved Kashmere. 
It could still lose its school board. 

BY MATT DULIN

Houston ISD interim Superintendent Grenita Lathan addresses the Kashmere High School community Aug. 15 to formally 
announce it received a passing grade from the Texas Education Agency.
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The expertise to

KEEP
YOU 
MOVING

At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine,  
we know every movement matters. Our specialists offer:

• The latest imaging and technology
• Advanced nonsurgical treatments
• Minimally invasive procedures
• Customized treatment plans 
• State-of-the-art physical and occupational therapy

Whether you’re suffering from simple aches and pains or dealing  
with a complex injury, we can get you back on your feet — and  
keep you moving.  

Texas Medical Center

Bellaire

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/sportsmed

���.���.����
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WholeEarthProvision.com

C
o. Maximum 

cushion
from  
HOKA

AUTO  •  HOME  •  CONDO  •  RENTERS  •  MOTERCYCLE  •  BUSINESS  •  LIFE  •  ATV  •  BOAT

BILL JACO 
Protecting Bellaire since 1986

“ After graduating from Ohio State and 
fi nishing my football career with the 
Houston Oilers, I fell in love with the 
City of Bellaire and decided to open 
my offi  ce right in the heart of it. I love 
the people in this city and it makes me 
proud to be apart of this community. 
I like helping people and getting to 
know customers. Taking care of them 
is the best part of what I do.

(713) 661-0893
4545 Bissonnet St Ste 130, Bellaire, TX 77401
agents.allstate.com/william-jaco-bellaire-tx

WWW.APPLYHOUSTON.ORG

Multiple Schools. 
One Application.

Finding and applying to a 
school that works for your kids 
is easier than ever!
APPLY BY FEBRUARY 10

Your place to B E L O N G.
Discover the destination for inspired Houston seniors whose stories have 
chapters yet to be written. From the newly completed townhomes and 
apartments to the stately elegance of our classic residences, you’re bound to 
find an option that suits your style. And above all, you’ll come to know the 
comfort and joy of being a cherished part of a true community.   

COME FOR A VISIT TODAY AND DISCOVER THE VALUE OF 
THE BUCKINGHAM, HOUSTON’S PREMIER LIFE CARE COMMUNITY.

8580 Woodway Drive, Houston, TX 77063
713-364-0083 | RetireBuckingham.com
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BE THERE
To Share a Hug.
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I always look forward to this time of 
year—back to school! I remember as a 
child carefully printing my name on 
all my new school supplies and being 
excited to meet new teachers and make 
new friends. 

Now as a parent, I still look forward to 
back to school but for obviously di� erent 
reasons. Mainly I embrace getting back 
into a routine. A new school year holds 
the potential for so many opportunities. 

As we enter into this new school year, 
the Houston ISD school board continues 
to face challenges. In our front-page story 
we discuss the intervention the Texas 
Education Agency could be implementing 

with HISD despite some of the impressive 
gains it has made recently.

We are also continuing with our 
� ood-resiliency series with a look at the 
real estate market and measuring the 
impact on area property values.

In each issue we also include local 
business and restaurant pro� les. This 
month we featured a few that o� er two of 
my favorite things: ice cream and Italian 
food. I hope you will be enticed to stop in 
for a tasty treat and support some of your 
neighborhood business owners.

To stay up to date between issues sign 
up for our weekly e-newsletter at 
communityimpact.com/newsetter.

New school year means new opportunities

As the city slowly chips away at improving side-
walks and walkability, it has not yet had to deal with 
the latest mobility innovation: dockless scooters.

Ride-hailing companies Uber and Ly�  as well as new 
startups Bird and Lime are o� ering rentable scooters, 
in some cases simply deploying dozens of units in an 
area without receiving permits—an “ask for forgiveness 
instead of permission” strategy.

The services have popped up in Dallas, Austin and 
San Antonio, and Houston has been approached by 
several companies, said Lara Cottingham, director of 
sustainability for the city.

Houston o�  cials are still working to get ahead of 
this by soliciting public feedback on what a policy 
would look like. While the e� ort is a bit behind sched-
ule—it originally wanted responses by December—
Cottingham said feedback is still encouraged. So far 
the city has received suggestions on permitting fees, 
regulations about parking and storage, and equitable 
distribution of scooters. You can view comments and 
submit your own at www.houstontx.gov/parking.  

Where are the scooters in Houston?

ADVERTISE WITH US For advertising inquiries, please contact us at bmwads@communityimpact.com or 866-989-6808.

Learn more about the impact of HCDE
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IMPACTS
Chimney Rock Road, Ste. 103, Houston, on 
Sept. 17 in anticipation of its new location 
on the corner of Bissonnet Street and 
Shepherd Drive opening later this fall. The 
pop-up will offer a variety of services from 
a medically licensed professional, including 
dermatology, botox and fi llers, micronee-
dling and chemical peels. 281-203-0600. 
www.westlakedermatology.com

  6  A School of Rock franchise is coming 
to 2607 Bissonnet St., Houston, in the West 
University area in September. The private 
music school offers lessons for children as 
well as adults in guitar, bass guitar, drums, 
singing, piano and keyboard, in addition to 
regular camps and workshops. The chain 
was founded in Philadelphia with a focus on 
preparing children to perform rock music 
in on-stage concerts before a live audience. 
832-900-7625. www.schoolofrock.com

  7  A new location of Club Pilates is being 
built out at 3277 Southwest Freeway, Ste. 
B., Houston, with a September opening 
planned. The small studio focuses on group 
practice using reformer Pilates and offers 
state-of-the-art equipment. The chain of 
studios has hundreds of locations nation-
wide. 832-301-0440. www.clubpilates.com

  8  As part of an expansion of its national 
network, health care provider Iora Prima-
ry Care will open a clinic this fall at 6613 S. 
Braeswood Blvd., Houston. The primary 
care offi ce caters to adults on Medicare 
with an emphasis on relationships and 
team-based care with doctors, health 
coaches and behavioral health specialists 
on-site. www.ioraprimarycare.com

  9  Las Vegas-based boutique fi tness 
studio TruFusion has plans to open its fi rst 
Houston location at 1990 Post Oak Blvd., 
Houston, this winter. The studio will offer 
over 200 fi tness classes per week in its new 
12,000-square-foot space, including yoga, 
Barre, Pilates, cycling, cardio, boxing and 
kettle bell. www.trufusion.com

  10  New Orleans-based hot dog restau-
rant Dat Dog is planning to open by the 
end of the year at 5504 Morningside Drive, 
Houston. The chain offers custom-made 
hot dogs with a range of sausages, includ-
ing Polish kielbasa, smoked bratwurst and 
crawfi sh sausage. The menu also includes 
chicken and vegan options. It also has a 
College Station location. www.datdog.com

NOW OPEN

  1   Teahouse Tapioca and Tea opened its 
14th Houston location at 8224 Kirby Drive on 
Aug. 10. The cafe offers an extensive menu of 
teas, coffee and blended drinks with a variety 
of additives, including tapioca, aloe vera, 
gelatins and fruit. 346-212-2134.
www.teahousebeverage.com

  2   The Catch opened its new Meyerland 
location July 26 at 10105 S. Post Oak Road, 
Houston. The fast-casual seafood restaurant 
specializes in cooked-to-order Texas and 
Louisiana Gulf Coast favorites, including fried 
catfi sh, jumbo shrimp, oysters, gumbo and 
po’boys. The restaurant also has a bar that 
serves beer and cocktails, including 

margaritas and daiquiris. The new location 
makes it the third in the Houston area. 713-
360-6862. www.thecatchhouston.com

  3  Japanese restaurant Sumo Hibachi & 
Sushi Bar, located at 3239 Southwest Free-
way, Houston, held a grand opening July 24. 
Guests at Sumo are seated at a communal 
hibachi grill and will be served teppanya-
ki-style cooking by a personal chef. Along 
with hibachi items, the restaurant offers a 
variety of traditional Japanese sushi, sashimi, 
cocktails and beverages. 713-662-3488. 
www.facebook.com/
sumohibachiandsushibar

  4   South Main Building opened its apart-
ment building up to new potential leasers 
June 28. The building, located at 7557 Main 

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

NMap not to scale

St., Houston, has 186 units of either one- or 
two-bedroom luxury apartments situated 
within the Texas Medical Center, providing 
balcony views of NRG Stadium, the Astro-
dome and the medical center skyline. Ameni-
ties include hardwood-inspired fl oors, quartz 
countertops, walk-in closets, concierge 
service and valet dry cleaning. The building is 
also home to a coffee bar, club, fi tness center 
and fi fth-fl oor pool deck. Monthly rates 
range from $1,364-$4,475 with discount 
options available. 832-536-8151. 
www.southmainbuilding.com

COMING SOON

  5  Austin-based Westlake Dermatology
will open a pop-up clinic located at 6699 
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Wakeforest St., West University Place, will 
close Sept. 3 and reopen by the end of 
October while it undergoes updates and 
the addition of new playground equip-
ment. The Friends of West University Parks 
Fund provided funding of up to $166,000 
for improvements to the park, including 

replacement of the 5-12-year-old playground 
equipment, equipping the treehouse with 
ADA access, changing the safety surfacing 
from woodchips to artificial turf, updating of 
benches and picnic table and resurfacing of 
the basketball courts. 713-662-5894. 
www.westuparks.org
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RELOCATIONS

  11   The Women’s Pregnancy Center 
opened its new location at 10103 Fondren 
Road, Ste. 230, Houston, on July 9 after 
relocating from its previous office at 8300 
Bissonnet St., Houston. The pregnancy 
center offers pregnancy tests, education, 
ultrasounds and post-abortion support for 
women in the Houston area. It relocated to a 
larger location in order to accommodate the 
number of women it serves. 713-774-0126. 
www.wpchouston.com

ANNIVERSARIES

 12   The wine bar Bacco marks five years 
in business at 5010 Dincans St., Houston, in 
September. In addition to wine and a full bar, 
Bacco offers a menu of pizzas, paninis and 
other items. Weekly specials such as burger 
night and steak night are also offered.  
346-444-5275. www.baccowinebars.com 

 13   Wigs by Andre, 5322 Weslayan St., 
Houston, celebrated 35 years of business in 
August. The family-owned and -operated 
wig salon specializes in wigs, hairpieces, 
turbans and wig accessories for men, women 
and children. 713-622-6933. 
www.wigsbyandre.com

 14   The Bellaire H-E-B at 5106 Bissonnet 
St. opened a year ago as of June 27. The 
78,000-square-foot location was the first 
multilevel H-E-B in the city at the time. Since 
then, another multilevel store opened in the 
Heights area, and another is under construc-
tion in Meyerland. 713-218-1600. 
www.heb.com 

NAME CHANGES

 15   The Daily Juice Cafe located at 4010 
Bissonnet St., Houston, was bought out by 
713 Juice Bar on Aug. 1. Under its new name, 
the store will specialize in serving made-to-
order juices and smoothies made with 100% 
juice with no additives or syrups. 
832-231-9898. www.the713juicebar.com

COMMUNITY SERVICE

 16   Rice University students Thresa 
Skeslien-Jenkins and Lindsey Josephs 
won $25,000 in grant money for Houston 
nonprofit Plant It Forward Farms at the 2019 

 COMPILED BY MATT DULIN 
AND ALEX HOSEY

News or questions about Bellaire, 
West University or Meyerland? Email us at 

bmwnews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT— COMING SOON

Four new retailers are coming to Houston’s Galleria, 5085 Westheimer Road, Houston, 
this fall. After closing hundreds of stores last year under a bankruptcy deal, Toys ‘R’ 
Us will open this holiday season as one of two U.S. locations for a new interactive retail 
experience. www.toysrus.com

British fragrance brand Jo Malone London will bring its colognes, bath, body and home 
fragrances as well as its approach to styling layered scents to a new shop on Level 2 of the 
Nordstrom wing, opening in November. www.jomalone.com 

Hope & Henry, a clothier specializing in organically grown cotton and supporting 
artisans, will make its Houston debut on Level 1 of Galleria IV after launching in New York 
City in 2017. www.hopeandhenry.com

Italian luxury watchmaker Panerai, which began making watches in 1938 for the Italian 
Navy, is opening its first Houston boutique on Level 1 of the Neiman Marcus wing.  
www.panerai.com

A

Philanthropy Lab annual conference earlier 
this summer. Plant It Forward Farms, a 
Houston-area nonprofit headquartered at 
4030 Willowbend Blvd., provides assistance 
to newly arrived refugees by helping them 
establish their own local farms. The Rice 
students competed against students from 14 
other schools in the nation at the conference, 
including Harvard, Stanford and Northwest-
ern universities. 713-432-0754. 
www.plant-it-forward.org

CLOSINGS

 17   The Rice Village franchise location of 
the phone repair shop Fix My Phone, 2514 
Rice Blvd., closed July 28. The shop offers 
repairs of smartphones, tablets, computers 
and gaming consoles. A sign at the closed 
location tells customers to visit the location 
at 14309 E. Sam Houston Parkway North, 
Ste. 300, Houston. 832-810-0201. 
www.fixmyphone.com

 18   San Antonio-based clothier A’Gaci 
announced it would close all of its stores, 
including the Galleria location at 5085 
Westheimer Road. The business entered 
bankruptcy in 2018. 833-822-1216. 
www.agacistore.com

IN THE NEWS

 19    The Houston Parks and Recreation 
Department celebrated the grand opening 
of the Linkwood Park playground with a 
ribbon-cutting Aug. 8. Located at 3699 
Norris Drive, Houston, the park had exten-
sive work done, including demolition, site 
grading, and the creation of drainage and 
underground detention. New park amenities 
include a newly expanded patio, swings, new 
playground equipment, an observation rope 
tower, rope nets, a slide, climbing walls and 
more. The total cost of the project was valued 
at $1.03 million and came from public and 
private funds. 832-395-7000. 
www.houstontx.gov/parks

  20    Whitt Johnson Park, located at 6540 
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AllegianceBank.com  |  281.517.8720
27 Houston and surrounding area locations

Commitment to community. 
At Allegiance, we believe in the power of local. From 
marathons to rodeos, our commitment to giving back to 
the communities we serve is the heart of our business. 
That’s why we proudly volunteer at and sponsor 
activities, events, and partnerships that benefit area 
organizations, schools and residents.

5410 Bellaire Blvd., Suite B
Bellaire, TX 77401
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BuildOnYourLot.CoventryHomes.com

Building
in Houston for 
over 30 years. Heating & Cooling 

Cost Guarantee
10-Yr Structural Warranty
2-Yr Mechanical Warranty  

Hurricane
Engineering

713-766-1381

We are your medical home for life.

The highest levels of trauma and emergency care  
at Ben Taub and Lyndon B. Johnson hospitals+

What does your family need to stay healthy? Whatever it may be, we 
want you to have it. And we’re doing all we can to make that happen. 

By giving you a medical home in your community. Where you and 
your family can connect with a top primary care doctor who can 
coordinate with specialists and programs of all kinds to help you 
get affordable, high-quality care and services.

We’re here with the best for the people of Harris County.  
And we’re here for life.

PRIMARY CARE  |  SPECIALTY CARE  |  OUTPATIENT CARE

harrishealth.orgONEFORALL

COMMUNITY.



SPEND THE NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM
HOUSTON MUSEUM  OF NATURAL SCIENCE

SEPT.
21-22
The Houston Museum of Natural Science will host A Night at the Museum: Adult 
Overnight, a sleepover that includes dinner, drinks, tours, classes and more. 
6:30 p.m.-9 a.m. $200 (nonmembers), $175 (members). 5555 Hermann Park Drive, 
Houston. 713-639-4629. www.hmns.org

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 H
O

U
ST

O
N

 M
U

SE
U

M
 O

F 
N

AT
U

R
A

L 
SC

IE
N

C
E

TO-DO LIST

SEPTEMBER 

04  WATCH ‘THE SPY BEHIND 
HOME PLATE’

The Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish Community 

Center of Houston will host a screening 

of “The Spy Behind Home Plate,” a 2019 

documentary about baseball catcher-

turned-spy Moe Berg. 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

$6.50 (members, 1 p.m. screening), $9.50 

(public, 1 p.m. screening), $12.50 (mem-

bers, 7:30 p.m. screening), $17.50 (public, 

7:30 p.m. screening). 5601 S. Braeswood 

Blvd., Houston. 713-729-3200. 

www.erjcchouston.org

08  LET YOUR CHILD 
LEARN TO COOK

Children are invited to the Bellaire Jewish 

Center to learn how to cook mini apple pie 

cups and honey comb candy in honor of 

Rosh Hoshanah. Snacks will be served. 1-2 

p.m. $12 (one child), $20 (two children). 12 

Bellaire Triangle Arc, Bellaire. 

832-971-3781. www.bjchouston.org

10  ATTEND A SEMINAR 
ON CYBER SAFETY

Crime Stoppers of Houston and Evelyn’s 

Park are putting on an informational 

seminar on cyber safety for parents and 

children. The seminar will cover apps and 

games, cyberbullying, online threats, safe-

ty restrictions and more. 6:30-8 p.m. Free. 

4400 Bellaire Blvd., Bellaire. 713-521-4600. 

www.crime-stoppers.org

13  LEARN TO LINE DANCE
Line dancing instructor Elsa Camp-

bell will teach easy modern line dancing to 

a variety of music at Evelyn’s Park Conser-

vancy. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Free. 4400 Bellaire 

Blvd., Bellaire. 281-946-9372. 

www.evelynspark.org

19  EXPERIENCE A NIGHT OF GOAL 
SETTING AND FRIENDSHIP

Enjoy an evening of wine, salad, goal 

setting and vision building at the Bellaire 

Jewish Center’s Vision Board Workshop 

event. 7 p.m.-10:30 p.m. $10 (for one), $15 

(for two). 12 Bellaire Triangle Arc, Bellaire. 

832-971-3781. www.bjchouston.org

21 DO YOGA TO LIVE MUSIC
Black Swan Yoga is hosting 

a wellness and meditation yoga class 

accompanied by live music as a part of the 

Anjali Project. 6-8 p.m. $25 (members), $30 

(nonmembers). 5310 Kirby Drive, Houston. 

832-831-6462. www.blackswanyoga.com

21 HEAR LIVE JAZZ MUSIC
The Miller Outdoor Theater will 

host the Houston Jazz Festival—a collec-

tion of accomplished jazz artists that will 

perform together to celebrate Houston’s 

rich history within the jazz genre. 7:30-

9:30 p.m. Free. 6000 Hermann Park Drive, 

Houston. 832-487-7102. 

www.milleroutdoortheatre.com

24  ENTER A VIDEO GAME 
TOURNAMENT

The McGovern-Stella Link Neighborhood 

Library will host a video game tourna-

ment, where children and teens ages 9-18 

can compete against one another for the 

chance to win the tournament’s champion-

ship belt. 4-5:30 p.m. Free. 7405 Stella Link 

Road, Houston. 832-393-2630. 

www.houstonlibrary.org

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events 
online to be considered for the print edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.
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ADOPT A PET
HOUSTON PETS ALIVE

SEPT.
22

Houston Pets Alive will host a pet 
adoption event at the Pet Supermarket 
in Meyerland Plaza, where adoptable 
dogs and cats will be looking for a 
new home. Noon-4 p.m. Free. 4700 
Beechnut St., Ste. 265, Houston. 832-
786-9310. www.houstonpetsalive.org
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24 LEARN MENTAL HEALTH 
FIRST AID

The Jewish Family Service of Houston 

will provide a course on how to provide 

the best response to those dealing with 

mental health issues during times of crisis, 

including forming a fi ve-step action plan 

to connect them with the appropriate pro-

fessional care they need. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Free. 4131 S. Braeswood Blvd., Houston. 

713-986-7812. www.jfshouston.org

26  SPEAK WITH MUSLIM 
DOCTORS

The Asia Society Texas Center will host a 

number of Muslim medical professionals 

to speak about their journeys, careers, 

and commitment to medicine and having 

a positive impact on the world. 6-8 p.m. 

$15 (members), $25 (nonmembers). 1370 

Southmore Blvd., Houston. 713-496-9901. 

www.asiasociety.org

27  ATTEND COLLEGE STUDENT 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM

The Contemporary Arts Museum, Hous-

ton, will welcome college students with 

pizza, art, music and more. Students are 

encouraged to bring their student IDs and 

an old record for a vinyl swap at the event. 

6-8 p.m. Free (for students only). 5216 

Montrose Blvd., Houston. 713-284-8250. 

www.camh.org

27   ATTEND A DANCE 
AND POTLUCK

The St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church will 

host a dancing and potluck dinner event. 

Attendees are encouraged to bring their 

own dish to share. 5-9 p.m. Free. 6800 Buf-

falo Speedway, Houston. 713-667-9111. 

www.svdp-houston.org

ColonialOaks.org

FEATURING: 
RHYTHM OF THE DAY® 

MEMORY CARE

(713) 799-8200 
7800 N. Stadium Drive 

Houston, TX 77030  
Lic. #030311

Each of our four comfortable 
houses is thoughtfully 

designed to help you be 
your best self. We believe 

daily routines create 
harmony and security—just 
as a steady rhythm is the 
foundation of a soaring 

melody. Working together, 
we use holistic approaches 
to help you maintain health 

while enjoying your life.
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Bellaire street improvements

Drainage and pavement improvements are scheduled to begin 
on several Bellaire Bonds for Better Bellaire program, approved 
by voters in 2016. Larch Lane, Mimosa Drive, and Chelsea, 
Cynthia and Cedar streets will receive reinforced concrete curbs, 
roadways and gutters, 100-year underground drainage and 
water-detention pipes, replacement of driveways and walkways 
within the street right of way and 5-foot-wide sidewalks. The 
construction will also include measures to protect trees in the 
vicinity of the roadwork. 

Timeline: October 2019-October 2020

Cost: $7.6 million

Funding source: city of Bellaire

Phase 2 of Woodshire area improvements

The city of Houston is almost done with the design of additional 
stormwater drainage, utility upgrades and pavement improve-
ments to streets in the Woodshire area. The design of the second 
phase is 90% complete, according to the city of Houston. The 
project will include improvements to streets between Basson 
Drive and Fordshire Drive as well as a portion on Linkwood Drive. 
The fi rst phase is scheduled to be completed by the end of the 
summer. 

Timeline: summer 2020-TBD

Cost: $12.2 million

Funding source: city of Houston

COMPILED BY ALEX HOSEY AND MATT DULINTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

Houston commits to Vision Zero to reduce traffi c deaths

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner signed an executive order Aug. 
13 committing the city to joining Vision Zero, an international 
effort to reduce traffi c-related deaths and injuries.

With the order, the mayor said he will create an executive 
committee of leaders across departments to begin formulating 
an action plan to implement data-driven changes to policy, engi-
neering standards and education efforts.

“A key component of the Vision Zero Action Plan will be shared 
responsibility. Every one of us must work toward zero deaths 
and serious injuries,” interim Planning Director Margaret Wal-
lace-Brown said.

The effort was fi rst adopted by Sweden in 1997 and has since 
spread to dozens of cities and countries. In Texas, Houston joins 
San Antonio, Austin and Laredo in participating in the campaign.

All information on this page was updated as of 
8/27/2019. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at bmwnews@communityimpact.com.

IN THE NEWS FATA L  C R A S H E S  I N  H O U S TO N

Since 2014, the city has had over 1,000 
crashes involving at least one death.

SOURCE: TEXAS CRASH RECORDS INFORMATION SYSTEM/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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HOW IT WORKS

How have statewide 
propositions increased 
transportation funds?
Two Texas constitutional amend-
ments—propositions 1 and 7—have 
added billions to the State Highway 
Fund since fi scal year 2017, according 
to the Texas Department of Transpor-
tation. The SHF funds construction, 
maintenance and right of way acquisi-
tion for road projects, TxDOT Informa-
tion Specialist Adam Hammons said.

Proposition 1, which passed in 2014, 
divides a portion of oil and natural gas 
production taxes evenly between the 
SHF and the Economic Stability Fund, 
also known as the Rainy Day Fund. 

In addition, Proposition 7 passed in 2015 
and requires the state comptroller to 
deposit $2.5 billion of the net revenue 
from sales and use taxes into the SHF. 

Including unoffi cial FY 2019 totals, the 
two propositions have contributed 
about $7.8 billion to the SHF since 2017 
and are expected to add almost 
$9 billion in FY 2020-21.

“Prop. 1 and Prop. 7 have helped us 
maintain the funding levels and build 
new and safer roads,” Hammons said.

Download the 
Free Mobile App

Keeping Motorists 
Informed, Roadways 
Clear and Lives Safe

Get real-time traffi  c updates in the Houston, Texas region 
throughout the year, and learn where roadway fl ooding 
risk is high during heavy rain events.

Visit www.HoustonTranStar.ORG/CI for more information
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Apartment project underway on Main Street
A four-story apartment community, 

Alta Med Main, 9330 Main St., Hous-
ton, is expected to open for move-ins 
in spring 2020.

The unit community will o� er over 
300 units with one- and two-bedroom 
� oor plans ranging from 720 to over 
1,200 square feet. The structure will 
include a central parking garage 
with over 400 spaces, a club room, 

a sky lounge, a business center with 
micro-o�  ces and communal work 
areas, a dog park, pet-washing sta-
tions and other amenities.

“Alta Med Main is poised to bene� t 
from Houston’s ever-expanding Texas 
Medical Center,” said Bart Barrett, 
managing director for developer Wood 
Partners’ Houston o�  ce, in a news 
release.

Rezoning request for 
office building denied

In a 6-1 vote on Aug. 5, the Bellaire 
City Council denied a request from 
A Beautiful Bellaire LLC to rezone a 
residential property at 4301 Bellaire 
Blvd. to accommodate a proposed 
o�  ce building.

Council members who voted 
against the rezoning request said that 
the building itself was not the issue.

“There’s a mismatch between what 
the applicant is saying he wants—an 
o�  ce building—and what we’re being 
asked to decide, which is a wholesale 
rezoning from residential to commer-
cial,” Mayor Andrew Friedberg said. 
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BOULEVARD 
GREEN

all of that information available to the 
public.”

Hofmann said Bellaire’s Planning 
and Zoning Commission will not make 
any recommendation to the council at 
its next meeting until more informa-
tion regarding environmental contami-
nation is reviewed.

DEVELOPMENT UPDATES

City to review Chevron site environmental tests
City Manager Paul Hofmann said 

residents near the proposed devel-
opment at 4800 Fournace Place and 
5901 S. Rice Ave. had concerns about 
soil and groundwater contamination 
that occurred at that site while it was 
owned by Chevron.

“I think it’s a fair summary that 
there are questions about the com-
pleteness of environmental testing 
that’s been done,” Hofmann said. 
“We have promised to collect all 
of the information that we can. We 
have been asked to collect all of the 
environmental assessments that have 
been done on that site and to make 

COMPILED BY MATT DULIN
AND ALEX HOSEY

“I cannot support what would essen-
tially be an abdication by the city of its 
inherent zoning authority.”

Council Member Pat McLaughlan 
voted in favor of the rezoning request.

“This idea that if we’re going to 
rezone a piece of land, we’re going to 
go wild and rezone everything else 
in the city—no, that’s not credible,” 
McLaughlan said.

N

N

N

Alta Med Main is under construction near the Texas Medical Center. 

R
E

N
D

E
R

IN
G

 C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 E
D

I I
N

TE
R

N
AT

IO
N

A
L

610

610

Ready for action that’s out of this world?
Join Cub Scouts for adventures that go above 

and beyond anything you’ve done before.

FIND A PACK TODAY AT BEASCOUT.ORG
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NEW MODEL HOMES 
NOW OPEN

HOMES FROM THE 
MID $200s - $600s

Starting September 1st, get your first year of HOA dues free* when you 

find your new home at Pomona. The tranquil community is just minutes to 

Downtown Houston and the Texas Medical Center. With all-new models now 

open, finding a home that fits your life and style is easy. See for yourself!

no fees
feels good

FIND YOUR HOME AT
POMONABYHILLWOOD.COM 

4714 Orchard Creek Lane   |   Manvel, TX 77578   |   pomonabyhillwood.com

*On homes purchased between September 1, 2019 - October 31, 2019, new homebuyers are eligible to receive one year of HOA dues free. Restrictions apply. See website for more details.

FOR ONE YEAR*

FREE
HOA DUES

• Property Management & Leasing Services
• Commercial Sales (Land and Income Property)
• Landlord and Tenant Representation
• Facility Management

Offi ce Warehouse for Sale
Located in opportunity zone

Call for pricing!

10,940 SF: 3,300 SF +/- Offi ce,
7,640 SF Warehouse  

1 Grade level 12' x 14' overhead
 713-961-4666 
www.cmirealestate.com

5404 Ashbrook Dr.
located near the intersection of the 
Southwest Freeway and 610 Loop.

61069
CHIMNEY 
ROCK RD. RI

CE
 R

D.

ASHBROOK DR.

cml brokerage

cml brokerage
820 Gessner, Suite 1525
    Houston, TX  77024

  cm

  cml

An affi liate of Central Management Inc.

Established since 1967 • Small class sizes with low teacher/child ratio
Offering full day programs for infants 6 weeks through Pre-K  

After-school programs (K-5th grade) • Open Weekdays 6:30am to 6:30pm

NOW 
ENROLLING
CALL TO SCHEDULE 

A TOUR!

713-668-9869

5001 Bellaire Boulevard Bellaire, TX 77401 • 713-668-9869 • www.ccpres.org

Learning Center

WALK TO END 
DISTRACTED DRIVING 
Minute Maid Park  |  Houston
DIAMOND PARKING LOT
Sunday | September 29, 2019 
8am - 11am

PRIZES! Attendees are eligible to win a FREE 
2-night stay at the Walt Disney World Swan 
and Dolphin Resort, discounts to Best Western 
properties, a 55” 4K Ultra HD Smart LED TV 
and Visa gift cards, just to name a few*

GIVEAWAYS! FREE t-shirt, baseball cap 
and goodie bags for the fi rst 500 attendees*

COMMUNITY SAFETY EXPO! 
Vendor booths and interactive activities 
for the entire family 

REFRESHMENTS! FREE breakfast 
tacos and beverages will be provided*

PARKING! FREE parking available in lots 
A, B and C at Minute Maid Park

*Check-in required at registration table on day of the event. No purchase necessary. Must be present to win prizes. 
Subject to availability and change at any time, while supplies last. View Offi cial Sweepstakes Rules at aaa.com/walk

A sobering message from AAA

Don’t drive intoxicated.
Don’t drive intexticated.

FREE TO ATTEND!  RSVP REQUIRED!

AAA.com/Walk



BELLAIRE  City sta�  presented updated 
� scal forecasts to the City Council at its 
Aug. 26 budget workshop to account 
for an increase in new growth that 
exceeded initial estimates. 

The growth in the property tax base 
of about $250,400 was $50,400 over 
previous estimates and means that 
the formerly proposed property tax 
revenue increase of 8% can be low-
ered to an increase of 7.1% while still 
maintaining a similar e� ect on � scal 
forecasts.

“We have suggested all along that 
a key variable is how much actual 
growth we have so that we can avoid 
a burden on existing property taxpay-
ers,” City Manager Paul Hofmann said.

A 7.1% revenue increase would 
translate to a slightly smaller increase 
in the operations and maintenance 
tax rate. The new proposed tax rate, 
including debt service, would be 
$0.4540 per $100 in valuation for � scal 
year 2019-20, a 5.26% tax rate increase 
over the 2018-19 rate of $0.4313. 

At a previous hearing on Aug. 12, 
residents voiced concerns over the 
property tax increase. 

“Let’s pause these increases—we 
can always raise taxes in the future—
and let’s really spend time vetting 
what we’re spending money on and 
what these capital expenditures are,” 
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Bellaire council hears concerns about tax increase

CITY & COUNTY

Over 100 candidates file to run for city offices 
 HOUSTON  With all 18 of Houston’s 
major public o�  ces up for election 
and only one race uncontested, 
over 100 candidates � led to run for 
o�  ce by the Aug. 19 deadline.

The ballot will have 11 mayoral 
candidates, one city controller can-
didate, 30 City Council candidates 
for � ve at-large and 15 candidates 
City Council district positions � led 
for the November election. 

One of the most crowded � elds 
of candidates is made up of those 
vying to represent District C, 
which covers parts of the Heights, 
Montrose and Meyerland. Mayor 
Pro Tem Ellen Cohen currently 
represents the competitive district, 
but has reached her term limit.

At-Large 4 Council Member 
Amanda Edwards shook up the 
candidate pool July 18 when she 
announced her bid for U.S. Senate 
instead of a bid for a second term 
in her current position. As a result, 
two District C candidates, Nick 
Hellyar and Anthony Dolce� no, 
switched to the At-Large 4 race.

Early voting begins Oct. 21 and 
Election Day is Nov. 5. In races 
where no candidate receives more 
than 50% of the vote, runo�  elec-
tions will be held Dec. 14.

 MAYORAL 
6-8 p.m. Sept. 18: Hosted by Greater 
Houston Pachyderm Club. Metropolitan 
Multi-Service Center, 1475 W. Gray St., 
Houston

2-4  p.m. Sept. 21: Hosted by Coalition 
for Environment, Equity and Resilince.
BakerRipley, 6225 Northdale St., Houston

 AT-LARGE 

7:30-10 a.m. Sept. 10: Multiple hosts. 
Houston Baptist University Morris 
Cultural Arts Center, McNair Hall, 7502 
Fondren Road, Houston

 DISTRICT C 

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 10: Hosted by 
Greater Houston Pachyderm Club. Tony’s. 
3755 Richmond Ave., Houston 

7 p.m., Sept. 25: Hosted by Greater 
Meyerland Super Neighborhood. Evelyn 
Rubenstein Jewish Community Center, 
5601 S. Braeswood Blvd., Houston 

FORUMS & DEBATES

Houston City Council meets weekly at 
1:30 p.m. Tuesdays for public comment 
and 9 a.m. Wednesdays for regular 
business at 901 Bagby St., Houston. 
www.houstontx.gov

Harris County Commissioners Court 
next meets Sept. 10 and 24 at 1001 
Preston St., Ste. 934, Houston. 
www.harriscountytx.gov

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_hrm

MEETINGS

For a full list of candidate fi lings for 
at-large positions, district council 
positions and the mayoral race 
and city controller’s races, visit 
communityimpact.com.

 HARRIS COUNTY  The Metropolitan 
Transit Authority of Harris County is 
asking voters in November to allow 
the agency to borrow up to $3.5 bil-
lion over the next 20 years, but it will 
not be asking for a tax increase.

Board members said the bonds 
are needed to drive a new wave of 
investment in mobility as the region 
anticipates growing to more than 10 
million residents by 2040. 

“Without expanding our infrastruc-
ture—with a key component of that 
being transit—we won’t be able to sus-
tain that,” board Chairperson Carrin 
Patman said.

The bond program is guided by 
METRONext, a long-range plan that 
calls for improvements to the entire 
transit system, including expanded 
park and rides, upgraded transit 
centers, enhanced two-way high-occu-
pancy vehicle lanes, 16 miles of new 
light rail—including a connection to 

Hobby Airport—as well as 75 miles 
of new METRORapid bus transit and 
290 miles of enhanced bus service 
corridors.

Patman said regardless of the bond-
ing authority, funds will only be bor-
rowed when projects are fully devel-
oped and funded by other sources. 
The agency has identi� ed areas of 
interest with proposed solutions, such 
as merging the Green and Purple light 
rail lines to tie in Hobby Airport, but 
� nal routes and designs will be done 
over several years.

Board member Sanjay Ram-
abhadran said if all of the envisioned 
projects get underway, METRO’s bonds 
will help leverage federal grants and 
other sources to reach up to $11.5 
billion in total investments.

“Yes, we need more, but this is as 
bold a plan as we can have given the 
� nancial realities,” he said. “I think 
this is what the region is hungry for.”

METRONext bond will go before voters Nov. 5

CITY OF HOUSTON
COUNCIL DISTRICT G

CITY OF HOUSTON
COUNCIL DISTRICT C

CITY OF HOUSTON
COUNCIL DISTRICT H

WHICH HOUSTON 
DISTRICT AM I IN?

NMap not to scale
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+11.41%

+7.87%
+7.79%

C H A N G E S  T O  O & M  R A T E S

City staff is recommending a tax 
increase to generate 7.1% more 
operations and maintenance 
revenue in FY 2020.

resident Michael Jacobs said.
Council Member Gus Pappas said 

such cuts are not a long-term solution.
“We can certainly look at all the vari-

ous little low-hanging fruit,” Pappas 
said. “But at the end of the day, the 
big-ticket items that our citizens expect 
are what is driving this, and that is 
debt on our infrastructure and streets 
and drainage and providing security 
and safety.” 

Comments on the budget and tax 
rate will be accepted by the council 
until Sept. 16, when it will deliberate 
and vote to adopt a new budget.

CITY OF BELLAIRE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

+1.24%
+7.10%
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Sick? Diagnosis & Treatment
 Plan Within 30 Minutes.

eVisits: Answer questions online for fast, convenient care.

Download our Everyday Well App

or log in at EverydayWell.com/eVisit

For minor illnesses. No appointment necessary.

1. Just log into your Everyday Well account.

2. Complete an online questionnaire about your symptoms.

3. Receive a response from a healthcare provider within 30 minutes* with a diagnosis and treatment plan.

$ 25 eVISITS ARE A CONVENIENT SOLUTION TO ACCESS HE ALTH CARE FOR : 

Allergies  •  Colds  •  Digestive Issues  •  Skin Issues  •  Urinary Tract Infections

*eVisits are available 7 days a week, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.  eVisits submitted outside of these hours will receive a response by 9:30 AM the following day.



Bellaire - Meyerland - West University edition • September 2019

MOVING THE NEEDLE 
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as well as they should,” said Heights 
resident Heather Golden, who is 
involved in a group advocating for dis-
trict budget accountability and has two 
children in HISD.

Others say taking over the board or 
implementing other sanctions would 
be too politically charged.

“The looming takeover has not been 
fair and has not been transparent,” 
said U.S. Rep. Sylvia Garcia, D-Hous-
ton, at a an Aug. 21 rally.

ACHIEVING A TURNAROUND

Meanwhile, the district faces fur-
ther academic hurdles, with 21 schools 
receiving F ratings.

Under House Bill 1842, passed in 
2015, a school that receives a failing 
grade can trigger state intervention if it 
is unable to improve after five consecu-
tive years. The failing grade is equiva-
lent to the “improvement required,” or 
IR, rating issued in previous years. 

“The next battleground is, No. 1, hav-
ing no improvement-required schools, 
no IR schools,”  Lathan said. “No. 2 is 
surpassing the performance this year 
for those schools out of IR.”

Kashmere did not meet standards for 
eight years in a row—but its challenges 
are not unique, district leaders said.

The schools most likely to struggle 
with meeting accountability standards 
tend to have higher enrollments of 
economically disadvantaged children. 
At schools rated F in 2019, 96% of stu-
dents fit this category, compared to the 
overall state average of about 60%.

These students are performing two 
to three grade levels behind, Lathan 
said, in addition to facing economic 
and social challenges.

“We talk about educating the whole 

child. That’s the investment now that 
is needed. It not only takes the school 
community but it takes ... the commu-
nity at large to support it,” Lathan said.

The district’s turnaround program, 
Achieve 180, offers social support 
services, teacher incentive pay and a 
data-focused approach to student per-
formance at the 44 campuses that have 
been in IR. Most of the $17 million bud-
geted for Achieve 180 in 2017-18 went to 
incentives and salaries.

This effort also involves a combina-
tion of process—using data and shar-
ing best educational practices—and 
people, Achieve 180 area superinten-
dent Felicia Adams said.

“The leader matters, the right princi-
pals, right teachers—people who know 
how to take these resources and work 
with them,” Adams said.

GAINING, LOSING GROUND

Not only did the district move all 
but six schools out of IR in 2018-19, 
it also saw rating increases or stable 
grades year over year at over half of its 
schools. The district earned an overall 
rating of 88, better than Dallas and San 
Antonio ISDs.

“This school district has made sig-
nificant educational gains for the last 
couple of years … that has gone unrec-
ognized,” said Garcia, whose district 
includes a part of the Heights area.

At the same time, 15 previously pass-
ing schools slipped in 2019, receiving 
a failing grade under the account-
ability system. Of these and other 
failing schools in 2019, some suffered 
what Lathan called a “forced failure” 
because of a TEA rule that requires a 
campus be rated as failing if any one 
of its three accountability areas, based 
largely on test scores, receives an F.

For Wheatley High School, also in 
northeast Houston, a passing grade of 
D became an F, putting it past the five-
year limit set in 2015. The district can 
appeal the ratings, which are not final-
ized until November, but Lathan said it 
is unlikely she will do so.

“Right now we don’t see any extenu-
ating circumstances that would cause 
us to need to request an appeal as it 
relates to that test score,” she said.

That leaves the fate of Wheatley, and 
the board of trustees, in the hands of 
TEA Commissioner Mike Morath, who 
under state law must either shut down 
the campus or replace the school board 
with an appointed board of managers. 

“Hopefully the TEA would consider 
their backgrounds, experience, exper-
tise, including financial know-how, 
and get a good cross section of Hous-
ton represented,” Golden said. “But if 
they can demonstrate they’re with the 
children, that will go a long way.”

STAYING ENGAGED

The Greater Houston Partnership, a 
regional business advocate, has been 
one vocal proponent of a board reset.

“The HISD board’s lack of focus on 
the kids has prevented district admin-
istrators, principals and teachers from 
doing their jobs,” GHP President Bob 
Harvey wrote in a statement to Com-
munity Impact Newspaper. “We think 
the board’s long-term failure to consis-
tently support all of our schools and 
create opportunity for all of our chil-
dren warrants new leadership.”

If ordered, a board replacement 
could take several months to unfold, 
and with trustee elections on the Nov. 5 
ballot, advocacy groups say now is not 
the time to disengage from the district.

“The elections will still happen, 

and it definitely still matters who sits 
there,” said Jasmine Jenkins, execu-
tive director of Houstonians for Greater 
Public Schools, a school board watch-
dog group. “It’s up to both boards as to 
how they would work together.”

If replaced, the elected trustees 
can still participate in discussions as 
non-voting representatives, she said, 
and they can be in line to take over 
once the managers are phased out, 
which could occur after two years.

Even if a board of managers is not 
appointed, the makeup of the board 
is set to change. Two trustees, Jolanda 
Jones and Rhonda Skillern-Jones, are 
not running for re-election. Another 
two—board president Diana Davila 
and Sergio Lira—face challengers. 
They are also among the trustees a TEA 
investigation cited for violating the 
state’s open meetings law—a charge 
they are suing to have dismissed, at the 
expense of the district.

“I had told my children, I will do just 
this one term,” Davila told Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper while she was 
mulling the decision. “I didn’t start the 
fight, but I don’t want to leave it.”

They have the rights and powers 
normally held by a board of trust-
ees, including:

Amending the district’s budget

Reassigning staff

Relocating academic programs

The managers may be able to 
receive compensation for their ser-
vice, though it is not required and 
they can be replaced at any time. If 
the managers fail to improve school 
performance for two consecutive 
years, they may be replaced.

What could happen  
to the board?

What can a board  
of managers do? 

‘IMPROVEMENT REQUIRED’
SCHOOLS IN HISD

Under Texas House Bill 1842, 
passed in 2015, if a campus has an 
“improvement required” status 
under the state’s accountability sys-
tem for two consecutive years, the 
district must submit a turnaround 
plan. If the campus remains on that 
status for another three consec-
utive years, the TEA may order 
the closure of the campus or the 
installation of a board of managers, 
which must oversee improvements 
to that campus for at least two 
consecutive years.  

Change in TEA school rating from 2018 to 2019
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Houston ISD makes steady
gains in student performance 

The district has been able to reduce the number of 
schools not meeting state standards from 58 to 21, 
removing about five schools per year on average.
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At 153 schools, TEA 
ratings stayed the same 
or increased in 2019.

At 118 schools, TEA 
ratings declined in 2019.

*Hurricane Harvey waivers took effect
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all coming back.”
Builders and agents said the fun-

damentals that drive value remain 
strong despite � ood fears, and the 
area is quickly learning to either better 
prepare for what can happen during 
severe rain—or to move out.

“For the most part, a� er the � ood-
ing, those that wanted to move have 
already moved and have gotten out,” 
said Shannon Evans, the chairperson 
of the board of the Houston Association 
of Realtors. “As a result, you’re seeing 

 CONTINUED FROM 1
new opportunities to buy there.”

An analysis of data from the past two 
years shows real estate recovery is not 
yet fully re� ected on county appraisal 
rolls and sales, but the movement 
of custom homes could mean a new 
phase of growth for some of the hard-
est-hit areas. Advocates said as the 
area grows, policymakers must pay 
attention to how Brays Bayou rebuilds.

“We’re in good shape and doing well, 
but the areas that were most a� ected—
we haven’t bounced completely back 
yet,” Evans said.

MARKET DYNAMICS

The real estate market has several 
factors in play post-Harvey across Bel-
laire, Meyerland and West University: 
value drops for repaired properties, 
price premiums for “never-� ooded” 
homes and more lots available for new 
builds. Each o� ers distinct advantages 
when it comes to making a purchase.

“You market the builders and the 
prices—they’ll be less than one that did 
not have � ooding,” Evans said. “You’re 
also looking at the quality of work 
being done. If it is a repair, they should 

have done everything with mold reme-
diation, taking it down to the studs and 
� oors, and there is documentation of 
everything they did.”

Cosmetic upgrades are also help-
ing boost the appeal of homes—engi-
neered hardwood � oors, granite or 
quartz countertops, high-end � nishes 
and clean aesthetics, Evans said.

The ZIP codes with the most Har-
vey-damaged properties in the area—
77096 and 77401—are also showing 
signi� cant gains in median home sales 
price, with increases of 10% and 5%, 

July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019

July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018

SALES PRICE
In areas hardest-hit from Harvey, home sales 
prices are trending up, with the median Mey-
erland-area home moving up 11% and Bellaire 
homes increasing almost 5%. 
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Bellaire, many of those homes would 
have sat there, with no improvements, 
for years,” Sche� er said. “It’s a bless-
ing, in a way, that a� er the devastation, 
it could come back even stronger.”

The Harris County Appraisal District 
is readjusting values on formerly dam-
aged properties as well, using pre-Har-
vey values and increasing them as 
much as 21% this year—equivalent 
to two years of 10% increases, which 
happened to about 20 homeowners in 
77401. 

However, as a whole, the ZIP code, 
which comprises the city of Bellaire, 
still lost about $19.25 million in tax-
able value directly attributed to Har-
vey damage among the 387 homes 
that have since been repaired or 
demolished as of this year, HCAD data 
shows. By comparison, nearby ZIP 
codes 77025 and 77096 had 477 homes 
either repaired or demolished with less 
of a value impact—they lost around $9 
million in combined value from 2017 to 
2019.

The rebuilding of Bellaire and Mey-
erland is occurring one house at a 
time, Evans said.

“There could be people still waiting 
for insurance, grants and that type 
of thing,” she said. “But there’s a lot 
of opportunity, a lot of inventory out 
there. There’s so much available.”

SHIFTING LANDSCAPE

In a recent study of the Mid-Brays 
Bayou region, researcher David Abra-
ham with the Kinder Institute at Rice 
University wrote that with the antic-
ipated growth of the Brays Bayou 
watershed, one thing needs to be kept 
in mind: It might be the most � ood-
prone bayou in the city of Houston.

“Brays is a bayou with a concrete 
channel that no longer functions nat-
urally,” Abraham said. “When its con-
crete, the sheet � ow runo�  no longer 
follows a natural path underground 
... and when the water can’t � nd the 
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respectively, this year over last year, 
according to data from HAR’s Multiple 
Listing Service.

However, these homes are taking 
slightly longer to sell, the data shows, 
with an average of over 73 days com-
pared to Houston average of around 50 
days, and are taking a slight reduction 
on the price per square foot.

HAR data shows single-family home 
lots in these two ZIP codes are also 
attracting higher prices, about 7% 
more in 2018-19 than in 2017-18, com-
pared to lots in 77005 and 77025, which 
fell slightly. Some homes that mar-
ket themselves as “never � ooded” or 
“did not � ood,” may also fetch higher 
prices, but real estate agents advise 
caution.

“Maybe the home didn’t � ood, but 
it’s very likely the lot did, or the garage 
did,” Sche� er said.

Empty lots—a sign of post-� ooding 
demolition—have become very attrac-
tive to buyers looking for a place to 
build custom homes in a desirable 
community, and � ood fears can be 
addressed through the design of the 
home, said Kevin Frankel, co-pres-
ident of the Bellaire-based Frankel 
Building Group.

“They want to be on the right street, 
away from tra�  c, in an insulated area, 
and in a good school zone,” he said. 
“And we have � ood-sensitive design 
and construction down to a science.”

REBUILDING VALUES

While real estate values drive prop-
erty tax appraisals, which in turn fund 
city, school and county budgets, the 
e� ect is delayed. Values for the area 
are lagging on the sales front, but it is 
possible the area could rebound fully 
and even show higher-than-expected 
increases in value as new homes are 
built, Bellaire o�  cials noted in the 
city’s 2018 Comprehensive Annual 
Report.

“If you think about it, for an area like 

bayou, then you get ponding.”
What that means, Abraham said, is 

that it is less e� ective to restrict devel-
opment and move people away from 
the bayous in order to clear the � ood 
plain. Even with Project Brays making 
headway, when it is complete, over 
4,500 properties will still be in the 100-
year � ood plain, he said.

He is working with neighborhood 
leaders to advocate for communi-
ty-based solutions that take into 
account the unique features of Brays, 
including the need for a� ordable hous-
ing and funding for home elevations.

“We want to see how we can help 
with targeting the city’s new grants 
and resources into actual on-the-
ground di� erence,” Abraham said.

Protecting existing property with 
� ood insurance is also important, said 
Mark Hanna, spokesperson for the 
Insurance Council of Texas.

“Just because you’re outside a desig-
nated � ood plain does not mean your 
house will not � ood. Hurricane Harvey 
was a clear example,” Hanna said.

The cost of owning property in the 
watershed could also be a� ected by 
� ood insurance rates, which are under 
review by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency. 

Evans said if � ood insurance premi-
ums rise signi� cantly, it can cut into 
the buying power of � rst-time home-
owners.

“If you’re talking $2,000 a year or 
more on insurance, that reduces how 
much you can pay each month on a 
mortgage,” she said.

With gradual turnover of repaired 
properties, new infrastructure and a 
better approach to housing, the area 
can become even more desirable, 
Abraham said.

“Yes, we need to � ood-proof, but 
there is also a sense of changing the 
narrative and changing the perception 
of these areas from being devastated to 
an area where people want to live,” he 
said.
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY ALEX HOSEY

The number of fl ood insurance policies has 
increased dramatically since Hurricane Harvey. 
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”

”

”

”
It’s a blessing, in 
way, that after the 
devastation, 
[Bellaire] could 
come back even 
stronger.

— MICHELE SCHEFFER, REALTOR  

PROTECTING 
AN INVESTMENT 
PROTECTING 
AN INVESTMENT 

SOURCE: INSURANCE COUNCIL OF TEXAS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Somethin’ Fresh, a girl group that 
Beyoncé was a part of as a child

Actor Andre Pitre
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 T he bright pink walls of the small interior of 
Hank’s Ice Cream Parlor are almost entirely 

covered with the photos, articles and reviews detail-
ing the history of Hank Wiggins and the legacy of 
handmade ice cream he le�  to his family.

Growing up, Wiggins was raised by parents who 
owned an ice cream parlor of their own in Caldwell, 
Texas, where he worked as his parents’ honorary 
taste-tester.

A� er moving to Houston in his early 20s, Wig-
gins decided to follow in his parents’ footsteps and 
opened Hank’s Ice Cream Parlor in 1985.

“That was one of his dreams,” his daughter 
Aladrian Mims said. “He always wanted to open up 
his own ice cream parlor, and he’s always had the 
mentality that he wanted to be self-employed and be 
his own boss.”

Since Wiggins’ death in late 2011, his wife, Oke-
mah Wiggins, and daughter have owned and oper-
ated the store that serves over 100 rotating � avors 
of ice cream to its customers year-round, drawing 
in locals and even celebrities such as Beyoncé, who 
visited the shop during her childhood.

“We’ve got pictures of her when she was 8 or 9 
years old,” Mims said.

Among the shop’s seasonal � avors are sweet 
potato pie during Thanksgiving, peppermint and 
eggnog for Christmas, and mango during the 
summer, while a few of the most popular � avors 
are sweet cream, banana pudding, Texas Oreo and 
butter pecan.

Along with the quality of ice cream that is avail-
able to buy at Hank’s, Mims said what most sepa-
rates the parlor from others is its friendliness and 
desire to focus on getting to know customers.

“We’re just a simple mom and pop shop,” Mims 
said. “People like to come in here, and they just 
like the atmosphere, because we’re very nice. My 
dad always said, ‘You have to have great customer 
service.’ The ice cream is good, and they’re going 
to come back for it, but he was always very friendly 
with his customers.”

BY ALEX HOSEY

Hank’s Ice Cream
Family business has served 
homemade treats since 1985

N

WHAT’S AVAILABLE ON HANK’S MENU

Aladrian Mims stands in front of the picture-fi lled wall of Hank’s Ice Cream Parlor.

Banana puddingBanana puddingBanana pudding

Hank’s Ice Cream Parlor

9291 S. Main St., Houston

713-665-5103

Hours: Tue.-Sat. noon-8 
p.m., Sun. 3-7 p.m., closed 
Mon.
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Texas Oreo  

Strawberry

Mango

CELEBRITIES WHO HAVE 
EATEN ICE CREAM AT HANK’S
Since its founding in 1985, Hank’s 
Ice Cream Parlor has served a 
number of famous patrons whose 
signed photographs line the walls 
along with pictures of Hank’s family.
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Enoteca Rossa

4566 Bissonnet St., Bellaire

346-204-4403

www.enotecarossa.com

Hours: Sun.-Thu. 10:30 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.-
10 p.m.
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 B rian Brossa, the general manager and co-owner 
of Enoteca Rossa, said he was kicked out of the 

kitchen of his Italian-American family as a child more 
o� en than he was invited to help.

“It’s not like somebody was nurturing me to cook,” 
Brossa said. “But there was a lot of passion and a lot of 
recipes that I use at the house that are generations old, 
and a few of them I’ve been able to put in here.”

Within the brick exterior of Enoteca Rossa is a sta�  
dedicated to wine, pasta, pizza and salads for custom-
ers coming for a taste of authentic Italian food, which 
Brossa said consists of regional Italian cuisine along 
with takes more familiar to Americans.

“We’ve got some traditional recipes from northern 
Italy, some traditional recipes from southern Italy and 
then some more Italian-American recipes, so it’s a 
blend,” Brossa said. “And we’ve had a northern chef and 
a southern chef.” 

For the restaurant’s ingredients, Brossa said the pasta 
is made in-house and sta�  will pick the best tomatoes 
and cheeses based on blind taste tests, regardless of 
the cost.

Along with the fresh, authentic cuisine, Brossa takes 
pride in the wine list of Enoteca Rossa, which trans-
lates to “red wine store.” Brossa also hosts wine-tasting 
classes to help customers develop their palate.

“The concept was to have a wine-driven restaurant 
that was smaller and more intimate,” Brossa said. “All of 
our pastas are made fresh in-house, and we have fresh 
� sh on a regular basis.”

Brossa, who is in charge of which wines make it onto 
Enoteca Rossa’s wine list, said the list always has over 
100 wines and that he personally reviews and changes it 
every few months.

“The balance is trying to � ll all of the categories 
that you have on a wine list without it getting 
bloated,” Brossa said. “My goal is to put 
together a nice wine list that exceeds its price 
point every time. Wine should be on tables 
like condiments are on tables in a diner.”

BY ALEX HOSEY

Enoteca Rossa
Italian restaurant brings fi ne 
wine, traditional dishes and 
handmade pasta to Bellaire

Tiramisu Italiano ($9) is a rich and creamy classic 
Italian dessert served with a shot of espresso.

Polpo alla Griglia ($18) is a wood-fi red 
Mediterranean octopus served with caponata 
and sangiovese reduction.
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. Brossa, who is in charge of which wines make it onto 

Enoteca Rossa’s wine list, said the list always has over 
100 wines and that he personally reviews and changes it 
every few months.

“The balance is trying to � ll all of the categories 

Brian Brossa, the general manager and 
co-owner of Enoteca Rossa, is in charge 
of determining which wines make the 
restaurant’s tailored list.
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SAT 9 : 0 0A M  -  3 : 0 0 P M

W W W. M Y U P T O W N A U T O M AT I V E . C O M

713-668-3639
Call or text

NEW
LOCATION

FULL SYNTHETIC 
OIL CHANGE FOR 

$29.99

MENTION AD OR BRING IN COUPON

*FOR STANDARD OIL FILTER AND UP TO 5 QUARTS OF OIL. 
ADDITIONAL OIL AND SPECIALTY FILTER WILL BE EXTRA. 

MENTION AD OR BRING IN COUPON

SERVICE | REPAIR | COLLISION

5322 WESLAYAN STREET
(IN WESLAYAN PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER)

HOUSTON, TX 77005
(713) 622-6933 | WWW.WIGSBYANDRE.COM

$20 OFF 
WIG PURCHASE

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON.

Wigs by Andre

$15 
OFF
your fi rst 

treatment!

Insurance 
Accepted!

1-877-992-2848
www.ACU4U.com

7515 S Main St #120 
Houston, TX 77030

Chronic Pain Relief • Injury Recovery • Emotional Health • Women’s Health • Men’s Health • Cancer Support

Experience Life Changing Acupuncture

2303 South Blvd. at Greenbriar
(713) 520-9975 | blueleafhouston.com

For all things
Precious & Unique

Baby and Kids · Fine Linens 
Gifts · Jewelry · Stationary · Crystal

15% OFF
children's gifts

when you mention this ad. 
Does not apply to 

sale items.

Complimentary 
Gift Wrapping

Get
ready for some

serious fun!
thelittlegym.com/HoustonBellaireTX 

8415 Stella Link Houston, TX, 77025

(713) 688-7777
$20 OFFMembership Fee when you enroll at your fi rst Intro Visit. (New Members Only)



Price 77005 77025 77030 77096 77401

$1,750,000

$1,500,000

$1,250,000

$1,000,000

$750,000

$500,000

$250,000

$0
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REAL ESTATE

HOMES SOLD

Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Price range 77005 77025 77030 77096 77401

$199,999 or less

$200,000-$299,999

$300,000-$399,999

$400,000-$499,999

$500,000-$599,999

$600,000-$799,999

$800,000-$999,999

$1 million +

JULY SALES DATA

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Braes Heights is a deed-restricted 
community of around 900 single-
family homes located directly south of 
Southside Place, with Brays Bayou on its 
southern edge. Built in the 1950s, large, 
ranch-style homes were predominant 
but many have been replaced with new 
construction. As part of the Braeswood 
Place Neighborhood Association, the 
neighborhood offers security through 
the county constable program, a garden 
club, mom’s club and other community 
services. 

Attractions nearby: McGovern-Stella 
Link Neighborhood Library, Karl Young 
Park, McGovern Park, Braes Heights 
shopping center, Rice Village, Texas 
Medical Center 

Schools (HISD): Mark Twain Elementary, 
Longfellow Elementary, Pershing Middle 
School, Lamar High School 

Square footage: 1,468-7,012

Home values (SOLD): $390,000-
$1,819,500

Median list price per square foot: 
$295.68

Homes sold within the past year: 63

Median days on the market: 51

RECENT LISTINGSBRAES HEIGHTS

COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD

2018: 135
2019: 163

77005

2018: 195
2019: 213

77401

2018: 279
2019: 279

77096

2018: 42
2019: 47

77030
77401

77030

77005

77025

77096

HOMES ON THE MARKET
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Neighborhood data provided by
Heritage Texas Properties 
800-856-7797 • www.heritagetexas.com

2018: 195
2019: 154

77025

  2018 VS.

NMap not to scale

2019

-

-

-

-

1/82

2/40

2/54

6/62

1/38

6/54

4/88

3/41

-

-

2/26

16/55

-

-

-

-

2/10

2/56

2/11

6/25

-

6/40

15/51

6/52

2/41

1/11

-

30/47

-

-

1/22

2/284

1/34

1/68

3/39

9/95

+0.33%

-9.03%
+37.67%

+6.97%
-9.04%

5 bed/5 full,1 half bath

Amy Berstein
Bernstein Realty

$1,395,000

713-882-1166

3810 Durness Way

4,718 sq. ft.

4 bed/4 full, 2 half bath

Kristin Tillman
Greenwood King Properties

$1,525,000

713-942-6881

3733 Blue Bonnet Blvd.

5,457 sq. ft.

2 bed/2 full bath

Trace Holcomb
Hunter Real Estate Group

$369,900

832-428-5801

3847 Tartan Lane

1,962 sq. ft.

3 bed/2 full, 1 half bath

Max Burns
Max Realty Group

$524,900

281-615-7266

8422 Braes Blvd.

2,575 sq. ft.

N

SOUTHSIDE PLACE
6409 EDLOE | $1,299,000 | 9,300± SQ. FT. LOT

800.856.7797

WEST UNIVERSITY PLACE
3929 MILTON | $1,195,000

KATHY JONES | 713.825.2758

STERLING RIDGE
83 LAKESIDE GREEN | $1,299,000

MARY GIBSON | 936.718.1129

heritagetexas.com

Residential Real Estate since 1976



DEALS THIS MONTH

AUTOMOTIVE
Uptown Automotive .................................. 23 

BEAUTY
Wigs by Andre ........................................... 23

CHILDREN’S
The Little Gym  ........................................... 23

Blue Leaf .................................................... 23 

DINING
Auntie Pasto’s Restaurant  .......................... 22

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Tranquility Dental Spa ................................ 22

Well, well, well... Chiropractic, PLLC ........... 22

ACU4U ...................................................... 23

C A LL  TO DAY 
8 66.9 89.6 8 0 8

INSTANT EXPOSURE

State-of-the-art targeting capabilities allow you to deliver
geographically within a radius of your business or to specific 
neighborhoods that meet your demographic profile.

T A R G E T  O N L Y  T H E 
N E I G H B O R H O O D S 
YO U  WA N T  TO  RE ACH

P O S T C A R D S  •  I N S E R T S  •  S T I C K Y  N O T E S

Designed, printed and mailed–starting at 11¢ a piece.
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Balance, Comfort 
and Quality

Personalized, gentle, comprehensive patient 
care is our number one priority.  

Experience tranquility from the dental chair.

Free Consultation 
for new patients

6750 West Loop South  Suite 325 • Bellaire, TX 77401
832-930-7727 • www.tranquilitydentalspa1.com

5419 Bellaire Blvd., Bellaire, TX
713.669.8658

Catering Available
FREE DESSERT
with the purchase of 2 entrees

Not vaild with any other off er. 
Bellaire locati on only.

One coupon per visit. CI Newspaper.
Expires 10/10/2019

Sunday
4pm—9pm

Mon—Thurs
11am—10pm

Friday
11am—11pm

Saturday
4pm—11pm

Hours
BELLAIRE BLVD.
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610 N

Come visit us at our new home!

• WELLNESS ADJUSTMENTS 
• SPORTS REHAB 

• CUPPING • KINETIC TAPING

2410 TANGLEY ST, SUITE C.
HOUSTON, TX 77005 
832-791-9977

WWW.WWWCHIROPRACTIC.COM

$40
OFF
INITIAL VISIT 
& TREATMENT 

(OFFER ENDS 
9/30/19)

DR. P’SHA
BELL...chiropractic

PRINTINGpassionIS OUR

COMMUNITYIMPACTPRINTING.COM

LET US PRINT YOUR NEXT PROJECT:
direct mail • recreational programs • sports programs  
culture books • marketing products • and more
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You’d go to the ends of the earth to find the best quality of care and 

outcomes for your kids. Lucky for you, you don’t have to. As the only 

children’s hospital in Texas consistently ranked among the nation’s best 

by U.S. News & World Report – with top 10 rankings in all 10 specialties –  

and the only hospital in our area with a dedicated focus on treating children 

from birth to 18, we’re honored to be one more reason you’re proud 

to call Houston home. 

Learn what makes us the best at texaschildrens.org/best.
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Learn what makes us the best at texaschildrens.org/best.

You’d go to the ends of the earth to find the best quality of care and 
outcomes for your kids. Lucky for you, you don’t have to. As the only 
children’s hospital in Texas consistently ranked among the nation’s best 
by U.S. News & World Report – with top 10 rankings in all 10 specialties –  
and the only hospital in our area with a dedicated focus on treating children 
from birth to 18, we’re honored to be one more reason you’re proud 
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Learn what makes us the best at texaschildrens.org/best.
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© 2019 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2019-20 Honor Roll. COM_117330_19
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