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Texas Legislature stops red-
light cameras with HB 1631
Sugar Land officials react to technology loss

By now, drivers in Sugar Land may have noticed red-
light cameras and signage have been removed from six 
busy intersections within the city.

With the passage of House Bill 1631 during Texas’ 
86th regular legislative session, red-light cameras were 
banned in the state June 1, and all red-light cameras in 
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SPENDING Sales tax is a volatile source of revenue for most cities, city offi cials said. It is based on 
market conditions, consumer spending habits and industry trends. In 2017, Sugar Land, 
Missouri City, Pearland, and League City saw fl at growth following Hurricane Harvey and 
expected nominal growth in 2018. Instead, Missouri City saw its highest growth in 10 years.  
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In place of cameras, the Sugar Land 
Police Department is requesting:

Camera With House Bill 1631 prohibiting the use 
of red-light cameras in Texas, Sugar Land 
is planning to compensate for the loss.

Red-light cameras, 
implemented in 2007, 
reduced accidents in Sugar 
Land by 58% from 2009-12.

58%

COLLECTING TAX

In 2018 Missouri City benefi ted from new retail sources and 
changed its fi scal year, giving it three more months of revenue. MISSOURI CITY JULY 2018-JUNE 2019

MISSOURI CITY JULY 2017-JUNE 2018
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A CLOSER LOOK

$1,028,091.20 

$628,761.18

 SEE FULL STORY ON PAGE 22

full-time 
offi cer for 

fi scal year 2020

full-time 
offi cers for 

fi scal year 2021
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SOUTHWEST EXPRESS

@HCCSWcollege

Too busy for school during the week?
Complete your degree or certificate in 

Business Management, Human Resources
or Cybersecurity on Saturdays at

Houston Community College.

CLASSES START IN AUGUST
Attend an information session:

10 -11 a.m. | Aug. 3,10, 17, 24 
HCC West Loop Campus

5601 West  Loop S. ,  Houston,  TX 77081

hccs.edu/SaturdayExpress
713.718.5300 | 713.718.2992

GET  ABOARD
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You’d go to the ends of the earth to find the best quality of care and 

outcomes for your kids. Lucky for you, you don’t have to. As the only 

children’s hospital in Texas consistently ranked among the nation’s best 

by U.S. News & World Report – with top 10 rankings in all 10 specialties –  

and the only hospital in our area with a dedicated focus on treating children 

from birth to 18, we’re honored to be one more reason you’re proud 

to call Houston home. 

Learn what makes us the best at texaschildrens.org/best.

© 2019 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2019-20 Honor Roll. COM_114118_19
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Summer has � own by, and many of us 
are gearing up for another year of school. 

Next month we will be featuring our 
annual look at local public education, 
complete with the full picture of test 
scores from the State of Texas Assess-
ments of Academic Readiness for Fort 
Bend ISD, as well as a look at how local 
charter and private schools are a� ecting 
the future growth of the district.

This month, in one of our front-page 
stories, we look at life in Sugar Land, post 
red-light cameras. How did this change 
a� ect city � nances? What e� ects did this 
have on safety? Our Editor Beth Marshall 
met with city o�  cials and local residents 

to discuss this change in our community.
Our other front-page story this month 

takes a closer look at sales tax revenue 
in Missouri City, where a historical 14% 
increase occurred in � scal year 2018-19. 
See what factors played into this growth 
and what the city plans to do with this 
increased revenue. 

Did you know the Community Impact 
Newspaper Sugar Land-Missouri City 
edition has its own Facebook page and 
Twitter page? If you haven’t already, go 
ahead and like and follow us to make 
sure you are always getting the most 
up-to-date local news, right in the palm 
of your hand.
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ASK THE EDITOR

Prepare for another school year 

On Aug. 14, along with the rest of Fort Bend ISD, 
the James Reese Career and Technical Center will 
open in Sugar Land.

While growing districts open new schools reg-
ularly, this school opening has been preceded by 
district, city and county o�  cials deciding where 
and how to rebury the remains discovered on the 
construction site of 95 humans who are believed to 
date back to the late 1800s, when convict leasing was 
practiced in Texas.

Since Gov. Greg Abbott signed House Bill 4179 into 
law, larger counties like Fort Bend County now have 
the ability to own, operate and maintain a cemetery.

County o�  cials continue working with the district 
to convey an area of the discovered cemetery for rein-
terment of the Sugar Land 95. The project will also 
include 10 acres for a memorial park.

The district will contribute $1 million for future 
costs associated with reburial and memorialization. 
The county has outlined about $2.7 million in its  
potential facilities bond for the project.

What school is opening in Fort Bend ISD?

ADVERTISE WITH US For advertising inquiries, please contact us at slmads@communityimpact.com or 866-989-6808.

Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Send 
it to slm@communityimpact.com.
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Reserved. No reproduction of any portion of this issue is 
allowed without written permission from the publisher.
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Correction: 
Volume 6, Issue 11

Local restaurateurs see 
competition heat up for 
resources

Demographic data for Sugar 
Land and Missouri City was 
incorrectly fl ipped on Page 29. 
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IMPACTS
Kensington Drive. Led by Keion Henderson, 
the ministry now has three locations, with 
a fourth planned to open in Katy in the fall. 
The Sugar Land campus is led by Rhema 
Ehiemere. 281-741-3693.   
www.lhhouston.church

  5   A-Max Auto Insurance opened a 
location at 2124 Texas Parkway, Missouri 
City, on June 9. Headquartered in Dallas, the 
company provides low-cost auto, home-
owners, renters, business and motorcycle 
insurance. It also offers tourist insurance 
to certain destinations and notary public 
services. 281-208-2002.   
www.amaxinsurance.com

  6   PetSuites of America opened a new 
location June 28 at 8320 Copper Creek Lane, 
Missouri City. The business, under the name 
PetSuites Houston Sugar Land/ Missouri 
City, provides grooming, boarding, an open 
play area, a pet spa and day care for dogs 
and cats. 346-245-5531.   
www.petsuitesofamerica.com

  7   After some delays, Cakes U Crave 
opened June 28 at 4821 LJ Parkway, Sugar 
Land. It offers custom cakes, cookies, mac-
aroons, cupcakes, wedding cakes and cake 
pops. This is owner Candis Bruce’s fi rst retail 
location. 281-208-7410.   
www.facebook.com/cakesucravehouston

  8   Tropical Smoothie Cafe opened June 
29 at 7022 Hwy. 6, Ste. 900, Missouri City. 
The cafe offers smoothies and juices as well 
as food items, such as fl atbreads, wraps, que-
sadillas, sandwiches and bowls.  
281-969-8726.    
www.facebook.com/tscMissouriCityTX

  9   Windsor Fashions opened a store in 
First Colony Mall, 16535 Hwy. 59, Sugar 
Land, on July 18. The store is located on 
the main level in the Macy’s wing. Santa Fe 
Springs, California-based Windsor Fashions 
provides on-trend women’s fashion for 
everything from special events to everyday 
occasions. 832-838-4516.   
www.windsorstore.com

 10   Twin Liquors Fine Wine & Spirits 
opened a location at 19964 Hwy. 59, Unit 
18, Sugar Land, on July 16. The Austin-based 
company provides an inventory of fi ne wines, 
industry staples and harder-to-fi nd specialty 
wines and spirits. 281-310-5668.  
www.twinliquors.com

NOW OPEN

  1   Bell’s Life Enhancement, a fi tness and 
recovery center, opened July 1 at 6302 Hwy. 
6, Ste. K, Missouri City. It provides group 
fi tness classes in yoga, boxing, strength and 
conditioning, individual training and golf 
swing analysis. Its recovery side includes 
cryotherapy, intravenous therapy and nu-
trition. 281-969-8214.    
www.bellslifeenhancement.com

  2   After some delays, Idea Lab Kids 
opened a location at 17310 W. Grand Park-
way, Sugar Land, on July 5. The children’s 
educational franchise offers classes, camps 
and activities and provides a design-based 
learning environment involving science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics and 
art. 346-287-9346.    
www.sugarlandnorth.idealabkids.com

  3   Main Squeeze Juice Co., a New Orle-

ans-based smoothie and juice bar chain, 
opened its fi rst location in Sugar Land on 
June 28. The juice bar, located in The Village 
at Riverstone at 18841 University Blvd., Ste. 
440, serves cold-pressed juices, smoothies, 
coffee, “mylks” and wellness shots, as well as 
acai and fruit bowls. 281-208-7509.  
www.mainsqueezejuiceco.com

  4   The Lighthouse Church opened July 
14 in the new Sugar Land campus at 16305 

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 
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PROMENADE WAY

SUGAR  LAND/STAFFORD  AREA  OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  LEASE!

Matt EasterlingMatt Easterling
measterlingmeasterling@landparkco.com
713.325.4112713.325.4112

tmcgrath@landparkco.com
713.566.0258www.LandParkCo.comOffice (713) 789-2200

SUGAR  LAND/STAFFORD  AREA  OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  LEASE!
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 377

10701 Corporate Park Dr. 10707 Corporate Park Dr.12603 Southwest Frwy.
THE GRID COMING SOON!

Don’t miss the opportunity to office 
across the street from the GRID!across the street from the GRID!

Beautiful courtyard and upgradedBeautiful courtyard and upgraded
lobby make this an awesome placelobby make this an awesome place
for your new office! Great locationfor your new office! Great location

off the Southwest Freeway, nearoff the Southwest Freeway, near
restaurants, and entertainment.restaurants, and entertainment.

Variety of spaces available fromVariety of spaces available from
861 sf to 15,949 sf. 

TRANQUIL SETTING! Just imagine your new office at this beautiful, 
fountain view setting! Great visibility from all directions! Amenities 
include gorgeous atrium views inside and out, conference facility,include gorgeous atrium views inside and out, conference facility,
and experience the variety and energy of the nearby restaurantsand experience the variety and energy of the nearby restaurants
and shopping! Call LandPark now for more spaces!

MOVE-IN READY!There’s plenty of office space for 
everyone! Several offices with beautiful atrium views,
lots of private office space, reception area, con-
ference rooms, two kitchen’s,  bullpen area, and 
storage space. On-site leasing and management. 
card-key access, ample parking, impressive entries, 
extensively landscaped atriums, and so much more 
awaiting you! Up to 10,000 sf of contiguous space 
available! Excellent access to US 59, US 90, and 
Beltway 8. Look and lease today!Beltway 8. Look and lease today!

Just imagine your new office at this beautiful, 
fountain view setting! Great visibility from all directions! Amenities 
include gorgeous atrium views inside and out, conference facility,
and experience the variety and energy of the nearby restaurants

SUGAR  LAND/STAFFORD  AREA  OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  LEASE!SUGAR  LAND/STAFFORD  AREA  OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  LEASE!

Tyler McGrath

and shopping! Call LandPark now for more spaces!

SUGAR  LAND/STAFFORD  AREA  OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  LEASE!SUGAR  LAND/STAFFORD  AREA  OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  LEASE!
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FEATURED IMPACT—NOW OPEN

Kilwins Chocolates opened June 20 in Sugar Land Town Square at 16029 City Walk, 
Sugar Land, according to owner Stacey Moses. The northern Michigan-based choc-
olate shop offers made-in-store Mackinac Island fudge, caramel apples, handcrafted 
chocolates and ice cream. 281-201-2841. www.kilwins.com

COMING SOON

 11   SomiSomi Soft Serve & Taiyaki is ex-
panding to Texas and will open a location at 
3520 Hwy. 6, Sugar Land, with an expected 
opening date of Aug. 9, the company said. 
It is known for its Korean-inspired soft serve 
served in fi sh-shaped cones. Customers 
can choose and mix fl avors such as matcha, 
chocolate, ube, black sesame and banana. 
www.somisomi.com

 12   Home2 Suites by Hilton-Rosenberg 
Sugar Land Area will open in August at 5350 
Pointe West Circle, Richmond. The hotel 
offers pet-friendly suites with complimentary 
Wi-Fi, a shuttle, breakfast, and evening 
socials with beverage and food offerings. 
The hotel is accepting reservations for Aug. 
14 and beyond. 346-843-2888.  
www.home2suites3.hilton.com

 13   Franchisee Maulik Patel is bringing the 
fast-casual Asian chain Teriyaki Madness 
to Sugar Land at 636 Hwy. 6, Ste. 900. He 
expects to open in early August. Teriyaki 
Madness offers appetizers and teriyaki bowls 
customized with meat, vegetables, noodles 
or rice cooked in signature sauces.  
www.teriyakimadness.com

 14   Sam Sykes is opening his fi rst restau-
rant, Trill Taco, at 2887 Dulles Ave., Missouri 
City, in Pecan Plaza this summer. Trill, a 
hybrid of the words “true” and “real,” is ex-
pected to open around the second week 
of August, said Sykes, who is opening the 
restaurant with his mother and brother. The 
fast-casual restaurant will make bold-tast-
ing, Tex-Mex-style food with a “Houston 
culture”-themed atmosphere, including 
quesadillas, nachos and tacos, with its 
signature item, a cone-shaped taco called 
the “Tacone,” Sykes said. In addition, there 
will be vegan options, margaritas and mixed 
drinks named after Houston artists.

 15   Frogs Snails and Fairy Tales owner 
Mark Fallet said he plans to open the chil-
dren’s imagination exhibit and play center 
in mid-August at 350 Promenade Way, Ste. 
450, Sugar Land. Catering to children and 
toddlers, the facility lets children dress up 
as fairies, princesses, knights, jesters and 
wizards and play around a mini-town cen-
ter decorated like fairy tale books.  
www.frogssnailsandfairytales.com 

 16   Whataburger is building a new location 
at 5970 Hwy. 6, Missouri City, in the Target 
shopping center slated to open in the fall. 
The chain offers its famous Whataburgers as 
well as chicken sandwiches, patty melts, fi sh 
sandwiches, salads and shakes. 
1-800-628-7437. www.whataburger.com

 17   Mattison Avenue Salon Suites & Spa 
will open its fi rst Houston location at Sugar 
Land Town Square in late 2019 at 2181 Texas 
Drive. The upscale salon and spa location 
will provide leasing opportunities to licensed 
beauty professionals, including hairstylists, 
estheticians, massage therapists, makeup 
artists and nail technicians. The Dallas-based 
concept operates 10 other locations in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area. 214-935-5320.   
www.mattisonsalonsuites.com

 18   A new Vanguard Montessori campus 
is scheduled to open in late fall in Sienna 
Plantation at 1647 Waters Lake Blvd., 
Missouri City. Director Anupreet Jolly has 
19 years of experience in Alief ISD and is 
opening the location with Alexander Rana. 
Montessori schools offer learning programs 
for infants through elementary-age stu-
dents. It will be opening up enrollment soon, 
according to Jolly. 281-203-9547.  
www.vanguardmontessori.com

 19   Service First Automotive Centers 
plans to open a location at 9450 Hwy. 6, 
Missouri City, in mid-December, according 
to company spokesperson Thomas Piland. 
The auto center has seven locations in the 
Houston area, and this one—located near 
Sienna Plantation—will be the fi rst in the Mis-
souri City and Sugar Land area. It will offer 
express oil changes, state inspections as well 
as transmission and brake work. Customers 
who bring in their vehicle will be able to use 
an indoor children’s play area, a living room 
lounge, an iPad bar and workstation, compli-
mentary Wi-Fi and shuttle service.  
281-651-2275.    
www.servicefi rstautomotive.com

  20  Regions Bank announced it will open 
a branch location Dec. 9 in the Village at 
Riverstone shopping center, at the corner 
of University Boulevard and LJ Parkway. The 
Birmingham, Alabama-based banking com-

pany offers a full range of services, including 
personal, small-business, commercial and 
wealth offerings. 800-734-4667.  
www.regions.com

RELOCATIONS

  21  Dr. Imrana Momin relocated her vision 
care clinic to the Sienna Plantation area in 
Missouri City and opened an upscale retail 
boutique under the name of Optiqueye 
on June 28 at 6144 Sienna Ranch Road, Ste. 
600, Missouri City. The clinic offers exams, 
glasses and contacts. In addition, Optiqueye 
provides exclusive brands, including Dita, 
Tom Ford Eyewear, Mykita and Moscot.  
832-945-5400. 

EXPANSIONS

  22  Muscle Maker Grill expanded its 
menu to include breakfast. The restaurant at 
4767 Sweetwater Blvd., Sugar Land, offers 
traditional breakfast fare with a healthy twist: 
omelets with egg whites, waffl es and pan-
cakes with protein, oatmeal, breakfast tacos, 
wraps and bowls. A children’s menu also 
offers pancakes and eggs. 626-872-5362.  
www.mmgsugarland.com

CLOSINGS

  23  Charming Charlie is closing all of its 
stores, including its location at 16250 City 
Walk in the Sugar Land Town Square by Aug. 
31, as part of the company’s bankruptcy 
fi ling. Known for its colorful accessories, the 
Houston-based chain was founded in 2004. 

281-980-8703. www.charmingcharlie.com

  24  Management with the Teacake Fac-
tory, located at 2887 Dulles Ave., Missouri 
City, announced in a Facebook post June 19 
the business would permanently close. The 
announcement comes after the bakeshop 
initially closed temporarily in January. 
The family-owned business specialized in 
teacakes, cupcakes, pies and custom cakes. 
www.teacakefactory.com

  A   

 23  

 COMPILED BY CHRISTINE HALL
AND BETH MARSHALL

News or questions about Sugar Land / Missouri City? 
Email us at slmnews@communityimpact.com.

IS A 

THEY SAY

Happiness

Independent Living | Assisted Living | AL License #132339 | 7001 Riverbrook Drive | Sugar Land, TX 77479

WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM

COME BE HAPPY AT

281-612-1284



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com8

KICK OFF THE SCHOOL YEAR AT

Houston’s First!
SUNDAYS
Worship Services @ 8:30a, 9:45a, & 11:15a
Life Bible Studies @ 8:30a, 9:45a, & 11:15a

WEDNESDAYS
Activities for all ages @ 6:30p (beginning Wed, Aug 28)

Text SIENNA to 41411 for Sunday and Wednesday details.

SEARCHING FOR SOMETHING?

GREGG MATTE, PASTOR
MALCOLM MARSHALL, CAMPUS PASTOR

SUNDAYS @ 8:30A, 9:45A, & 11:15A
4309 SIENNA PARKWAY
HOUSTONSFIRST.ORG
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ALPHABET
ART
BACKPACK
BINDER
BOOK
BUS
CHALK
CLASSROOM

COMMUNITY
CRAYON
DESK
ENGLISH
FRIENDS
GRADE
HISTORY
HOMEWORK

HOPE
LIBRARY
MASCOT
MATH
MUSIC
NOTEBOOK
PAPER
PENCIL

PRINCIPAL
PURPOSE
READING
RECESS
RULER
SCHOOL
SCIENCE
SPORTS

STAPLER
STUDENT
TEACHER

A 
s you get ready for going back to school, come kick off the year at the Sienna Campus of Houstonʼs First Baptist Church! 

        Whether youʼre curious about the Christian faith, wanting to go back to church, or looking for a new church home, youʼre 
always welcome at Houstonʼs First. The fall semester kicks off on Sun, Aug 18! Wear your favorite teamʼs colors that Sunday 
– a professional team, your alma mater, a local school, or whatever it might be!

What are you searching for this coming year? Whether itʼs community, 
purpose, hope, or something else, we invite you to visit the Sienna 
Campus of Houstonʼs First. We donʼt have all the answers, but God 
does. We would love to introduce you or help you get to know Him better. 

SPEAKING OF SEARCHING, HERE IS A PUZZLE TO ENJOY!

Find answers at HoustonsFirst.org or text SIENNA to 41411
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AUGUST

06  THROUGH 08   
ESCAPE A ROOM

“A Universe of Stories” escape room partic-

ipants will solve puzzles and navigate their 

way through multiple universes. This activ-

ity is suitable for age 13 and older. Group 

and individual registration for a 45-minute 

time slot is required. 10:15 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 

First Colony Branch Library, 2121 Austin 

Parkway, Sugar Land. 281-238-2800. 

www.fortbend.lib.tx.us

10 ATTEND A PRINCESS PARTY
The Fort Bend Children’s 

Discovery Center will host a princess party 
featuring Ariel, Belle and Jasmine singing 
Disney’s favorites during a fan celebration. 
Participants can also make their own 
crowns. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. $12. Fort Bend 
Children’s Discovery Center, 198 Kempner 
St., Sugar Land. 832-742-2800.  
www.childrensdiscoveryfb.org

15 PLAY BINGO
The Missouri City Parks and Recre-

ation Department hosts its monthly senior 

bingo game for area residents who are age 

50 and older. The evening includes dinner 

and several rounds of bingo for prizes. 5-7 

p.m. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased 

at the door. Rec & Tennis Center, 2701 

Cypress Point Drive, Missouri City.  

281-403-8637. www.missouricitytx.gov

20 INTERVIEW FOR GLOBAL 
ENTRY ACCESS

The Fort Bend Chamber of Commerce is 

working with U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection to host Global Entry enrollment 

interviews, for low-risk travelers seeking 

expedited customs clearance, as part of the 

CBP’s Trusted Traveler Programs. 8 a.m.-2 

p.m. Free. Fort Bend Chamber of Com-

merce, 445 Commerce Green Blvd., Sugar 

Land. 877-227-5511.   

www.fortbendchamber.com

28 LEARN ABOUT SENIOR 
HEALTH CARE

The 2019 Fort Bend Senior Expo & Health 

Fair will include presentations on senior 

care and elder law planning. There will also 

be exhibitors, live entertainment and health 

screenings. 2-4 p.m. Free for seniors, fami-

lies and caregivers. Stafford Centre, 10505 

Cash Road, Stafford. 

281-208-6900. www.staffordcentre.com

30 HEAR SOME QUEEN COVERS
The Baroness: A Queen Tribute 

band will sing all of Queen’s hits, including 

“Bohemian Rhapsody,” “Killer Queen,” “Un-

der Pressure,” “Hammer to Fall” and “Don’t 

Stop Me Now.” 7:30-9:30 p.m. Free. Sugar 

Land Town Square, 15958 City Walk, Sugar 

Land. 281-242-2000. 

www.sugarlandtownsquare.com

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition.
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

HOUSTON RESTAURANT 
WEEKS
THROUGH SEPT. 2
More than 250 Houston-area 
restaurants, including fi ve Sugar Land 
restaurants, are participating in this 
year’s fundraiser by serving specially 
priced multicourse prix fi xe menus 
including brunch, lunch and dinner. 
A portion of the proceeds go to the 
Houston Food Bank.
713-223-3700
www.houstonrestaurantweeks.com

Churrascos 
1520 Lake Pointe Parkway
Perry’s Steakhouse & Grille
2115 Town Square Place
Rouxpour
2298 Texas Drive
Turquoise Grill & Bar
16019 City Walk
Vino & Vinyl
15977 City Walk

TO-DO LIST AUGUST-SEPTEMBER
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LEARN ABOUT APOLLO LAUNCHES
SUGAR LAND BRANCH LIBRARY
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GET READY FOR SCHOOL
ACCESSHEALTH

AUG.
10

AccessHealth hosts a Community Operation Back-to-School 
Health Fair offering free health screenings, immunizations, haircut 
vouchers, fun activities, backpacks and school supplies. For 
families who need shoes, register at Second Mile at 1135 Hwy. 
90, Missouri City, or AccessHealth. 9 a.m.-noon. Free. 307 Texas 
Parkway, Ste. 100, Missouri City. 281-633-3144. 
www.myaccesshealth.org

Retired physicist F. Don Cooper will give two one-hour 
presentations about his experience in creating the technology 
that helped launch Apollo 11 in 1969 and bring the Apollo 13 crew 
home safely in 1970. The fi rst part is “To the Moon and Back,” and 
the second is “Saturn Vehicle Guidance Equations.” 10:30-11:30 
a.m. Free. Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge Rd., Sugar 
Land. 281-238-2140. www.fortbend.lib.tx.us

COMPILED BY CHRISTINE HALL

WORTH THE TRIP
SEPTEMBER 1

SEE MARCHING 
BANDS BATTLE
The National Battle of the Bands 

brings in seven marching bands—

including Texas Southern Univer-

sity, Prairie View A&M University, 

North Carolina Central University, 

Talladega College, Southern Uni-

versity, Miles College and Tennes-

see State University—for a band 

showcase. 6 p.m. $15 for tickets 

and $15 for parking. NRG Stadium, 

8825 Kirby Drive, Houston. 

832-667-1400. www.nrgpark.com
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August is National Shooting Sports Month®.  
Join the fun along with thousands of Americans at shooting events being held 

throughout the Houston area. Learn to shoot, hone your skills, introduce friends 
and celebrate the shooting sports. Look for intro clinics, special discounts and 

promotions available all August long at ranges and retailers near you. 
Visit LetsGoShooting.org/houston for full details. 

LetsGoShooting.org/houston

READY.AIM.FUN!
#LETSGOSHOOTING
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All information on this page was updated as of 
07/17/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at slmnews@communityimpact.com.

COMPILED BY CHRISTINE HALLTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

Fort Bend Parkway Segment B-2 extension
This is part of the Fort Bend County Toll Road Authority’s four-phase, multiyear project 
to connect Fort Bend Parkway at Sienna Parkway in Missouri City to the Grand Park-
way. The fi rst phase, Segment B-1, from Hwy. 6 to Sienna Parkway, opened for traffi c in 
2012.
Design work for Segment B-2 is scheduled to begin this summer and be completed in 
2020, according to Sherrie Knoepfel, communications coordinator for the FBCTRA.
“This is the last segment before it crosses the Brazos River,” Knoepfel said. “We are 
going to be starting to clear the right of way sometime this summer and begin design in 
late summer or early fall. We expect the design to be completed in 2020.”
Construction of an overpass over Sienna Parkway and the new road segment is sched-
uled to begin in 2021 and will take 16-20 months to complete, she said. Segment B-2 is 
scheduled to open in late 2022 or early 2023.

Timeline: summer 2019 (design)-2023

Cost: $22 million

Funding source: 2012 toll road revenue bonds

Settlers Park Green Fields west 
drainage improvements

This project includes replacement of 
existing stormwater pipes along Green 
Fields Drive, new street construction, and 
replacement of sidewalks and water mains. 
It will reduce street ponding depth and 
duration in the Settlers Park neighbor-
hood during major storm events.

Timeline: early 2020-early 2021
Cost: $5.6 million
Funding source: city of Sugar Land
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Knight Road extension

This project will extend Knight Road from 
Fort Bend Parkway to McKeever Road. Kel-
ly R. Kaluza & Associates Inc. was selected 
for design, which is ongoing. Construction 
is estimated to bid in the fall.

Timeline: fall 2019-fall 2020
Cost: $6 million
Funding sources: city of Missouri City, 
Fort Bend County Mobility Bond Program

Independence Boulevard, Segment 2

The city of Missouri City will reconstruct 
the existing two-lane concrete roadway 
into a four-lane divided concrete curb-
and-gutter roadway, using the existing 
closed-conduit storm system from Moore 
Road to South Revolution Way.

Timeline: summer 2019-summer 2020
Cost: $2.5 million
Funding sources: city of Missouri City, 
Fort Bend County

Seventh Street reconstruction

Installation of a drainage-relief line through 
the city-owned Baker Field baseball fi eld 
started in June and will guide water away 
from the street. The westbound lane from 
Sugar Land Middle School to West Green 
Belt Drive is closed through Aug. 14, ac-
cording to the city of Sugar Land. 

Timeline: June 2019-May 2020

Cost: $3.4 million

Funding source: city of Sugar Land
SOURCE: FORT BEND COUNTY TOLL ROAD AUTHORITY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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The Segment B-2 extension will be 
four lanes and will extend Fort Bend 
Parkway over Sienna Parkway to 
Sienna Ranch Road in Missouri City. 

  1

  1   

SIENNA PKWY.

N

The segment will include a northbound 
exit ramp and a southbound entrance 
ramp at Sienna Parkway. It will also 
include a northbound entrance ramp, a 
southbound exit ramp and a signalized 
intersection at Sienna Ranch Road.
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Bringing our design to your homesite

Receive a 
Free 

Build 
Estimate 

and 
 $10,000 

Decorator 
Allowance 
between June 1 

and September 30, 2019

With David Weekley’s Build on Your Lot program, you’ll enjoy the best of both  
worlds – a new, energy-efficient home in a location you know and love, plus:

Make the home of your dreams a reality by contacting  713-574-5048

More than 40 years 
of experience from 
the nation’s largest 

private home builder

Hundreds of floor plans 
to choose from and 

personalize to blend seamlessly  
with the neighborhood

Locked-in pricing 
before construction 
begins so there are 

no financial surprises

DavidWeekleyHomes.com

Build on Your Lot

FROM THE GREATER HOUSTON  
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION! 

Builder  
OF THE Year

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Not valid on previously written contracts. Build Estimate and $10,000 Decorator Allowance offer only valid for Homebuyers who purchase a David Weekley Build on Your Lot home in the Houston area between June 1, 2019, and 
September 30, 2019. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer must be presented to Sales Consultant prior to the signing of the contract. Decorator Selections must be made through the David Weekley Homes’ Design Center in Houston, TX. Homebuyer must pay for any Decorator 
Selections in excess of the incentive amount. Value of Build Estimate and Decorator Allowance not to exceed $12,500. David Weekley Homes reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes 
or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2019 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA108746)

Celebrating 60 years of excellence!
Fort Bend ISD is proud to serve our community, and inspire and equip our students to pursue 

futures beyond what they can imagine. Here’s to an amazing 2019–20 school year!

CONNECT WITH FBISD www.FortBendISD.com Follow Fort Bend ISD on Twitter @FortBendISD.Like Fort Bend ISD on Facebook.
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DEVELOPMENT

Updates at Houston Museum of Natural 
Science-Sugar Land to finish by November 

The Houston Museum of Natural 
Science-Sugar Land will look a little 
di� erent starting this fall.

Museum Director Adrienne Barker 
said a redesign project that coincides 
with the museum’s 10th anniversary 
should be complete by early Novem-
ber. The redesign will add an outdoor 
learning center and butter� y garden as 
well as new chemistry, energy, salt and 
geology exhibits.

Barker said the new exhibits have 
been in the works for three years. A� er 
considering the science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics objec-
tives applied to education in Texas, she 
said a chemistry hall was one of the 
� rst ideas for the project.

“Most people aren’t exposed to 
chemistry until they’re in high school, 
maybe middle school, so ours is going 
to give kids a very basic introduction to 
chemistry,” Barker said. “That will set 
us apart.”

BY BETH MARSHALL

SOURCES: HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE-SUGAR LAND, CITY OF SUGAR LAND/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Following a redesign project at the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science-Sugar Land, visitors 
will have access to a few new exhibits.

Life sciences garden

Geology and salt Chemistry

Existing exhibitsEnergy

MUSEUM OF 
NATURAL SCIENCE 

SUGAR LAND

LIFE SCIENCES GARDEN

What is new? This outdoor extension 
will include a butterfl y-friendly area and 
a native plant identifi cation system.

ENERGY

What is new? Visitors can learn about 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
various alternative energy sources.

New at the 
museum

Annual attendance is about:

100,000 visitors
125,000-130,000 visitors

The redesign is projected to 
boost attendance to:

The museum redesign 
project will cost about:

$282K

The city of Sugar Land 
has invested $100,000

CHEMISTRY

What is new? This hall will provide an in-
troduction to chemistry with a microscope 
bar and a chemistry demonstration area.

GEOLOGY AND SALT

What is new? This exhibit will include a 
simulated trip into a salt dome—a struc-
ture found in sedimentary rocks where 
salt masses are forced upward, creating 
traps for oil and natural gas.

Funding for the roughly $282,000 
project comes from various donations 
as well as a $100,000 investment from 
the city of Sugar Land. The funds were 
approved during a June 4 City Council 
meeting and stipulated the project be 
complete by Dec. 1, Sugar Land Compli-
ance Manager Catherine Turner said.

“It’s vital for these destination ven-
ues to remain up to date and refreshed 
so they maintain their relevance within 
their region’s market,” Turner said 
during the City Council meeting.

Barker said she anticipates no 
closure for the museum as the project 
work takes place.

A lot of the indoor space will be 
designated to the science of salt exhibit, 
complete with a simulated ride to the 
bottom of a salt dome—a structure 
found in sedimentary rocks where a 
large salt mass has been forced upward, 
creating traps for oil and natural gas.

“Salt � ts into everything, techni-
cally,” Barker said. “It’s a huge part of 

chemistry and a huge part of the energy 
industry. It’s obviously a geological 
formation, so it � ts into geology. It’s 
very underappreciated. We wouldn’t be 
living if we didn’t have the correct salt 
balance in our bodies.”

Additionally, the energy hall will take 
a look at alternative energy sources, 
such as water, wind, nuclear and solar 
power, Barker said. The hall will also 
touch on fossil fuels, which is a highly 
relied on energy source, she said.

“Most energy halls are very pro-fos-
sil fuel and very negative alternative 
[energy], so we’re going to try to bal-
ance that a little bit,” she said.

Lastly, the outdoor learning center 
will complement the existing life sci-
ences exhibits with a butter� y area and 
a native plant identi� cation system. 

Barker said work on the inside of the 
museum will be done more quickly, so 
the outdoor learning center could be 
completed later in November.

The museum sees over 100,000 
visitors annually, and Barker antici-
pates boosting this number to 125,000-
130,000 with the renovations.

“To really see a big jump, you’ve got 
to do something di� erent,” she said. ColonialOaks.org

•  Private apartment homes
•  Restaurant-style dining
•  Social and cultural outings
•  Housekeeping  

and laundry
• On-site care  

services
• Transportation  

to appointments
• Wellness programs
• Personalized assistance 

programs

to appointments

Social and cultural outings
Housekeeping 

Transportation 
to appointments

Housekeeping 

Transportation 
to appointments

COLONIAL OAKS  
AT FIRST COLONY  

IS PROUD TO OFFER 
RHYTHM OF THE DAY® 

MEMORY CARE

(281) 277-0900 
13825 Lexington Blvd. 
Sugar Land, TX 77478  

Lic. #030191

Live your life as you 
always have...minus the 

mundane. No daily  
upkeep, maintenance 
calls or repairs. Simply 
the most remarkable 

parts of the life you lead.
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At MD Anderson Cancer Center, we are dedicated to one thing: ending cancer. �is singular purpose is why we are  
the nation’s leader in cancer care. From prevention and accurate diagnosis to personalized treatment and innovative 

clinical trials, our cancer experts are giving patients like Bob Harris every chance for the best possible outcome.
Choose MD Anderson first. Call 713-745-9940 or visit FindYourMDAnderson.com.

Bob Harris  |   Cancer Survivor

Ranked number one in the  
nation for cancer care by  
U.S. News & World Report.

“Cancer, our mission is to end you”

LEAGUE CITY   |   SUGAR LAND   |   TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER   |   THE WOODLANDS   |   WEST HOUSTON
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employees received 5%, according to 
the district. Teacher starting salaries are 
$56,000 for the 2019-20 school year, up 
from $53,000 in 2018-19.

FBISD teacher Jennifer Johnson said 
the district was thinking long-term.

“When the state is no longer provid-
ing this money, the district made it an 
amount they can continue to support,” 
she wrote in response to a discussion 
originating in the FBISD Concerns 
Facebook group.

Managing raises over time will be 
challenging, Guinn said via email. The 
allotment increase received by each 
district will differ, making it difficult to 
determine the amount compensation 
should be adjusted to remain competi-
tive with other districts, Guinn said.

Alief ISD gave teachers a 6% raise 
for a starting salary of $57,400, while 
Spring Branch ISD approved 6%-9% 
raises and a salary of $57,000. 

The $24.7 million compensation is 
part of the approved 2019-20 FBISD 

budget that includes operating expen-
ditures of $716.9 million. 

To comply with HB 3, FBISD officials 
expect to adjust compensation each 
year to attract and retain top teaching 
talent, he said.

“The amount of the adjustments 
will vary based on House Bill 3 and the 
adjustments anticipated to be given by 
other local districts,” Guinn said. “For 
perspective, each 1% increase in com-
pensation has a budgetary impact of 
over $5 million, with a 3% adjustment 
equating to over $15 million.”

EDUCATION

Fort Bend ISD raises teacher pay, increases 
compensation for all eligible employees

 When Fort Bend ISD is back in 
session Aug. 14, teachers and librarians 
will begin to see $2,500-$3,500 more 
on each paycheck for the whole school 
year, depending on experience.

“We feel it is necessary to compete 
with those neighboring districts, such 
as Spring Branch, Pasadena, Aldine 
and Alief,” FBISD Executive Director of 
Finance Bryan Guinn told the board at 
its June 10 meeting. “If we can’t match 
those, we will likely see losses of teach-
ers to those districts.”

The district will spend $24.7 million 
in compensation for the 2019-20 school 
year—the result of the 86th Texas 
Legislature passing House Bill 3, which 
mandated raises for teachers, librari-
ans, counselors and nurses. 

The FBISD board of trustees 
approved a compensation increase plan 
for all of the district’s eligible 8,891 
employees. Teachers and librarians 
received a 5.7% raise, and all other 

BY CHRISTINE HALL

SOURCES: ALDINE ISD, PEARLAND ISD, PASADENA ISD, CY-FAIR ISD, GALENA PARK ISD, HOUSTON ISD, FORT BEND ISD, KATY ISD, 
ALIEF ISD, SPRING BRANCH ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Compensation creation
All eligible Fort Bend ISD employees will receive a raise for the 2019-20 school year.

Teachers and librarians
Full-time employees: 4,881
Estimated cost to district: $15.9M

Counselors and nurses
Full-time employees: 257
Estimated cost to district: $1M

Nonteaching staff (nonadministration)
Full-time employees: 3,425
Estimated cost to district: $6.2M

Administrative staff
Full-time employees: 328
Estimated cost to district: $1.6M

$24.7M
FOR

8,891 FULL-TIME
EMPLOYEES

TOTAL RAISES
2019-20:

First-year teacher salaries for the 2019-20 
school year vary across the Houston area.
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Omid Shopping Center 
in Missouri City

Spac e s  Ava i l a b l e  f o r  L e as e !

2 3 1 4
T E X A S  P A R K W A Y

2 4 2 0
T E X A S  P A R K W A Y

Pad Site 
Also Available

FOR MORE INFORMAT ION CON TAC T L I L A CO.
713.741.9900 •  oshar i f @ l i laco.com

Size
20,900 SF

Size
6,450 SF

Monthly Rent 
$0.50/ft/mo

Monthly Rent 
$0.55/ft/mo

Description
Former Movie Theater

Description
Open Floor Plan
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Impact Newspaper asked if residents 
would support the bond. Some said it 
sounds reasonable, while others felt 
some projects seem frivolous.

Shelly Kempster, a Covington Woods 
resident, said she supports the nec-
essary drainage projects but feels the 
city should make better use of existing 
resources before adding buildings.

“The rampant over-development 
has played into our drainage issues,” 
Kempster said via Nextdoor.

Prior to this bond election was the 
park bond, in which voters approved 
two of three propositions totaling about 
$30 million in November 2013.

As priorities have shifted following 
major rain events such as Hurricane 
Harvey, drainage projects carry the 
most weight in the upcoming projected 
bond total with $47 million. The most 
recent heavy rain event May 7 brought 
reported flooding to 80 homes, accord-
ing to city spokesperson Doug Adolph.

“Drainage improvements, of course, 

are near and dear to all of us after [Hur-
ricane] Harvey but also May 7 [flood-
ing],” said Chris Steubing, Sugar Land 
assistant city manager.

Proposed street projects total $9.86 
million for various projects within the 
city. About $32.9 million is designated 
to public safety and facility projects, 
including an emergency operations 

center, a public safety training facility 
and a new animal shelter.

A maximum tax rate increase of 
$0.03 over three years would be needed 
to support the bond, Steubing said. 

“These are all needs,” he said. “Some 
of these projects have been in existence 
for years, and staff has done a tremen-
dous amount of work on them.”

CITY & COUNTY

Sugar Land prepares to bring $90 million 
bond before voters in November election

Sugar Land City Council has until 
Aug. 19 to officially approve the place-
ment of a $90 million general obliga-
tion bond on the Nov. 5 ballot.

“Do we have more than $90 million 
[worth of work to do]?” Sugar Land 
Mayor Joe Zimmerman asked during a 
June 25 workshop meeting. “Absolutely, 
it’s probably more like $250 million.”

During the workshop, all City Council 
members—with the exception of absent 
At Large Position 1 Council Member 
Himesh Gandhi—were in favor of taking 
steps to place the bond on the ballot in 
November rather than in May 2020.

“Staff has designed the projects, and 
not only do they address the needs but 
individually they touch each [district],” 
Zimmerman said. “The goal was to 
make sure that it was not unbalanced.”

The bond funds would go toward 
drainage improvements, street projects, 
and facilities and public safety projects.

In a post on Nextdoor, Community 

BY BETH MARSHALL

SOURCE: CITY OF SUGAR LAND/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Proposed 
street projects

Sugar Land City Council will 
likely move forward with 
bringing a $90 million bond 
before voters on the Nov. 5 
ballot. Council has until Aug. 
19 to formally decide to place 
the bond on the ballot with 

various drainage, streets 
and facilities projects.

Current tax rate in Sugar Land:  $0.31762*
Tax rate in three years with bond passage:  $0.34762*
Average home value in Sugar Land:  $375,000

Estimated annual tax bill increase:  $106
*PER $100 VALUATION

Proposed 
drainage projects

52% $47M

Studies, design and 
planning

11% $9.86M

1% $1M

Proposed public safety/public 
facility projects

36% $32.9M

BRINGING FORTH A

BOND

$90M$90M$90M

TAXATION SITUATION
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Sienna developer Johnson Devel-
opment Co. estimates 50,000 vehicles 
per day travel past Hwy. 6 and Sienna 
Parkway. In addition, real estate broker 
The Weitzman Group, which leases 
6210 Sienna Parkway, estimated nearly 
19,000 vehicles travel both ways along 
the road per day.

Pepperoni’s owner Suzi Salti’s loca-
tion is near Sienna Ranch Road. She 
said she would like to see Sienna Park-
way have three lanes instead of two.

“At 5 p.m. rush hour, it is impossible 
to get anywhere,” Salti said. “From 
Hwy. 6, it will take you half an hour to 
get to my store.” 

Since 2004, Sienna Plantation’s pop-
ulation has grown signi� cantly. New 
subdivisions in the back of the commu-
nity are actively adding homes, includ-
ing Heritage Park, where 600 homes are 
planned over the next few years.

Residential real estate data company 
Metrostudy showed 560 home starts in 
Sienna Plantation in the � rst quarter 

of 2019, making it the top community 
in the Houston market. Future growth 
plans include 5,000 additional homes 
through 2027, according to demo-
graphic � rm Population and Survey 
Analysts data.

City Council authorized City Manager 
Anthony Snipes to enter into an inter-
local agreement with Fort Bend County 
for the construction of Sienna Parkway 
intersection improvements. The inter-
local agreement states improvement 
design must start by Dec. 1, and the 
construction by April 1, 2020.

The total cost of the project is about 
$5.24 million. Fort Bend County com-
mitted $2.02 million.

The city is partnering with the Sienna 
Plantation Management District, which 
will front Missouri City’s share of the 
cost; the interlocal agreement locks 
those funds in place, Snipes said.

“Last year we talked about mobility 
projects and the moneys we did not 
have to bring this to fruition,” he said. 
“The city has creatively partnered out-
side the walls of City Hall to make these 
things happen.”

TRANSPORTATION

Missouri City to improve intersections 
along growing Sienna Parkway corridor 

Drivers passing through four intersec-
tions along Sienna Parkway in Missouri 
City will see some roadwork happen 
in 2020 amid continued commercial 
and residential growth in the Sienna 
Plantation area.

Intersection improvements are 
proposed at Trammel-Fresno Road, Fort 
Bend Parkway Toll Road, Watts Plan-
tation Road and Sienna Ranch Road, 
according to the city. This is necessary 
to alleviate high tra�  c volume along 
the major north and south corridor 
attributed to the general growth in the 
Sienna area, city o�  cials said. Sienna 
Parkway is the main thoroughfare for 
the Sienna Plantation master-planned 
community.

“There is a lot of tra�  c there, so we 
are looking at improvements, including 
enhancements to signals and lanes,” 
said Shashi Kumar, public works 
director and city engineer, at the June 17 
Missouri City City Council meeting. 

BY CHRISTINE HALL

SOURCES: JOHNSON DEVELOPMENT CO., WEITZMAN, FORT BEND COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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SPEEDING TOWARD 
IMPROVEMENT

The yellow highlights show the intersections that will 
be improved and include the estimated number of 
vehicles driving along Sienna Parkway.

50,000 vehicles per day

Sienna Parkway sees about 
18,915 vehicles per day 
traveling northbound and 
southbound near Hwy. 6.

3,741 
northbound

3,679 
southbound

N

MISSOURI CITY

vehicles going through
the toll plaza daily

TOLL ROAD TRAFFIC COUNTS

TRAFFIC COUNTS
Intersections to 
be improved

Growing our team of experts in  
OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY
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HOUSTON METHODIST 
SUGAR LAND HOSPITAL
MEDICAL OFFICE BUILDING �

SUGAR LAND

Houston Methodist Welcomes 
Dr. Rosalyn Miller
Board-certified OB-GYN, Rosalyn Miller, DO, joins 
Houston Methodist Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Associates in Sugar Land, where she will provide  
a full range of care, including:

• Prenatal care
• Postnatal care 
• Well-woman exams 

• High-risk pregnancies
• Minimally invasive 

gynecologic surgeries

Backed by the advanced technology of Houston Methodist Sugar Land Hospital, 
Dr. Miller is committed to providing comprehensive care to women of all ages so  
they can live full and healthy lives.

16605 Southwest Fwy.
Medical Office Building 3, Suite 335
Sugar Land, TX 77479

houstonmethodist.org/spg

Schedule an appointment: 
281.882.3130
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Sugar Land has best-tasting drinking water in U.S.
 SUGAR LAND  Sugar Land has the No. 
2 best-tasting water in North America, 
bested only by Canadian town The 
Blue Mountain, Ontario, according 
to the American Water Works Associ-
ation. Founded in 1881, the interna-
tional nonprofit is the largest organi-
zation of water supply professionals in 
the world.

During the July 2 City Council 
meeting, city staff in the public works 
department were recognized for this 
award that was originally bestowed to 
the city June 11. Sugar Land quali-
fied by being selected as having the 
best-tasting water in Texas by the 
AWWA on April 4.

Sugar Land competed against 28 
other water samples from across the 
country that won their state contests, 
according to city documents. Third 
place went to city of Bozeman, Mon-
tana.

The sample submitted by the city 
was taken from a site in the center of 
the city’s service area from the Brazos 
River via Oyster Creek. It was repre-
sentative of the water being deliv-
ered to all citizens, according to city 

documents.
The water sample from The Blue 

Mountain was clearer with less partic-
ulate matter than Sugar Land’s. Since 
a Canadian city won first place, Sugar 
Land has the best drinking water in 
the U.S., according to the AWWA’s 
findings.

Visit www.awwa.org for more infor-
mation on the study. 

Sugar Land City Council
2700 Town Center Blvd. N., Sugar Land
Aug. 6, 20, 27, 5:30 p.m.

Missouri City City Council
1522 Texas Parkway, Missouri City
Aug. 5, 19, 7 p.m.

Fort Bend County Commissioners 
Court
401 Jackson St., Richmond
Aug. 6, 13, 27, 1 p.m.

Fort Bend ISD board of trustees
16431 Lexington Blvd., Sugar Land
Aug. 12, 6 p.m.

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:   
@impactnews_slm

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Fort Bend County joins Texas counties in lawsuit 
against opioid manufacturers and distributors
 FORT BEND COUNTY  Fort Bend County commissioners have authorized the 
county to join in the multijurisdictional litigation against opioid manufacturers 
and distributors, according to a news release from the county June 28.

In the release, Judge KP George called the lawsuit an “important step in the 
county’s efforts to address the well-documented opioid epidemic in our entire 
region and nation.”

Fort Bend County filed a petition arguing pharmaceutical companies and 
distributors unsafely promoted and sold prescription opioids despite knowing 
the dangerous and addictive health effects. Fort Bend County will be joined in 
the lawsuit by the city of Houston as well as Dallas County, Tarrant County, and 
Travis County, among several other counties, the release stated.

Opioid dependence has been a significant public health concern in Fort Bend 
County as overall drug overdose deaths are estimated to have increased by 71% 
in the past three years, according to data from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

Overdoses on drugs such as codeine, fentanyl, and morphine claim the lives 
of approximately four Texans every day, the release stated.

“We need to confront opioid addiction on all fronts,” George said in the 
release. “This lawsuit aims to reduce the risk of opioid dependence in Fort Bend 
County by addressing one of its root sources: the manufacturers and distributors 
who dangerously push their products 
for doctors to prescribe and the public to 
consume. This action allows the county 
seek resources to combat opioid addic-
tion that will undoubtedly, and unfortu-
nately, affect us for years to come.”

CITY & COUNTY

In the last three years, drug 
overdose deaths in Fort 

Bend County have increased by 71%.

NUMBER TO KNOW

71%

News from Sugar Land and  Fort Bend County

T��D��������P������L����.��� 
����� B������� B��������  |  R�������, TX ����� 

WHEN YOU CAN BE YOU, 
The Life You Love Gets Even Better.
If you’re planning to stay in your current home throughout 
your retirement years, we invite you to picture life at The 
Delaney at Parkway Lakes. With maintenance-free living in 
a private apartment residence you’re sure to love, you’ll 
have more time to pursue the things you really want 
to do. No worries. No expectations. Just you being you. 
And should your health needs change, Hamlets at The 
Delaney provides assistance with the activities of daily 
living and dedicated memory care so you can continue 
to be your very best you.

Call (832) 225-4590 to schedule a visit today.

AL Facility ID# 106971

A�� A���� H����� � 
W������� N���������
Available Only at The Delaney
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Fort Bend County sheriff will not seek re-election
 FORT BEND COUNTY  Fort Bend 
County Sheriff Troy Nehls will not 
seek a third term in the November 
2020 election, according to a Face-
book post from the Fort Bend County 
Sheriff’s Office on July 10.

Nehls has served as sheriff since 
2012, the post states. Prior to winning 
the election, Nehls served as consta-
ble of Fort Bend County’s Precinct 4. 
He has over 24 years of experience 
in law enforcement and began his 
career in Wisconsin, his home state.

According to the post, Nehls has 
seen a 65% reduction in residential 
burglaries in his time as sheriff.

“We aim to make you feel safe 
and secure in your home and when 
traveling around Fort Bend County,” 
Nehls said in the post. “We are one 
of the safest counties in the Greater 
Houston area, and I am very proud of 
that.”

Another passion project of Nehls’ 
is the county jail’s educational 
programs, according to the post. The 
county’s inmate vocational center is 
funded without the use of taxpayer 

dollars through use of inmate com-
missary funds. Nehls also addresses 
mental illness, adding suicide in Fort 
Bend County is rising.

Fort Bend Seniors names Bob Hebert as interim CEO
 FORT BEND COUNTY  The Fort Bend 
Seniors Meals on Wheels board of 
directors named Robert “Bob” Hebert 
as interim CEO as of July 8, according 
to a news release from the organiza-
tion.

Hebert steps in for Manuela 
Arroyos, who left her position as exec-
utive director and CEO on June 25.

The former Fort Bend County judge 
will work with the board to help tran-
sition the organization’s operations 
and programs until a permanent CEO 
is identified. Hebert was county judge 
from 2003 to 2018.

“Judge Hebert is well respected and 
has long been an integral part of the 
community,” board chairperson Ray 
Aguilar said in a statement. “As the 
interim CEO of Fort Bend Seniors, he 
will continue to do what is best for 
the community and seniors we serve, 
and help move our organization to 
greater success in the future.”

Arroyos was with the organization 
since 1999.

Fort Bend Seniors facilitates the 
Meals on Wheels program, providing 

hot, home-delivered meals to more 
than 1,500 senior citizens daily in 
Fort Bend and Waller counties, as 
well as offering other adult meals 
from 12 congregate sites across the 
county, according to the organization.

Founded in 1974, the organization 
also provides transportation, case 
management, health screening and 
recreational activities.

“Over the coming months, we will 
be conducting a search to find the 
new executive director,” Aguilar said. 
“The Fort Bend Seniors board will be 
posting the job announcement soon 
and asks for the community’s sup-
port in identifying candidates who 
can help Fort Bend Seniors continue 
its history of success in serving older 
adults throughout our community.”

Visit www.fortbendseniors.org for 
more information about the service. 

Fort Bend Seniors Meals 
on Wheels provides 

meals to over 1,500 senior citizens daily.

NUMBER TO KNOW

1,500

News from Sugar Land and  Fort Bend County COMPILED BY CHRISTINE HALL  AND BETH MARSHALL

Fort Bend County Sheriff Troy Nehls 
said he will not seek re-election in a 
Facebook post shared July 10.

At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine in Sugar Land, we know every movement matters. 
Our specialists offer:

• The latest imaging and technology
• Advanced nonsurgical treatments
• Minimally invasive procedures

• Customized treatment plans 
• State-of-the-art physical and occupational therapy

Whether you’re suffering from simple aches and pains or dealing with a complex injury, we can get you  
back on your feet — and keep you moving.  

Sugar Land

Long Meadow Farms

Sienna 
Plantation

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/sportsmed | 281.201.0396

The expertise to

KEEP YOU 
MOVING
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Sweets in the Sky

4747 Hwy. 6, Missouri City

281-969-7098

www.sweetsinthesky.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,  

Fri.-Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Sun.   

by appointment only
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Naomi Lindsley said it takes about four to six 
hours to decorate a cake at Sweets in the Sky.

MEET THE OWNER

Free cake tastings are available for customers in need of cakes for a special event.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

 N  aomi Lindsley le�  her analyst 
job with an oil and gas company 

to pursue her dream of opening a cake 
shop. Sweets in the Sky opened in 
Missouri City in June 2018, and Lindsley 
said the business is doing well.

“One day I just felt like I wanted to do 
something I’m passionate for,” she said. 
“I always wanted to open a bakery, so 
that’s why I opened Sweets in the Sky. 
It was a very bold decision to leave my 
comfortable job to open this business.”

Born in Beijing, China, Lindsley 
moved to Singapore when she was 18 
to pursue a degree in art. Her love for 
art coupled with her love for dessert 
sparked her interest in opening her own 
bakery, she said.

Sweets in the Sky, named a� er 
Lindsley’s daughter, Skye, specializes 

in wedding cakes and other custom 
cakes as well as cupcakes, cookies and 
cake pops. Lindsley said she excels 
at the decorating while her business 
partner, Ting Ting Wang, specializes in 
the baking.

“We both are MBA graduate students, 
and we are just like other immigrants,” 
Lindsley said. “We tried really hard to 
achieve our dream.”

Lindsley said she aims to create long-
term connections with customers. The 
shop o� ers free cake tastings, and cou-
ples who buy a wedding cake receive a 
fresh top tier on their � rst anniversary.

“We try to make friends before selling 
a cake,” she said. “Customer service 
really makes us di� erent. We are always 
here because we love what we do.”

Lindsley said she is involved with 

community events and opens up 
Sweets in the Sky for special events. 
The shop also hosts summer camps and 
classes for children and adults to learn 
how to make sugar cookies, work with 
fondant, and decorate cakes.

Personally, Lindsley said she enjoys 
decorating wedding cakes and chil-
dren’s birthday cakes the most. It can 
take anywhere between four to six 
hours to decorate a cake, she said.

Lindsley said she plans to add more 
classes teaching macaron and pastry 
techniques now that she has completed 
the � rst year.

“The � rst year was like a roller 
coaster,” she said. “We had our ups 
and downs and challenges, but we also 
got a lot of new customers. We’re really 
happy.”

BY BETH MARSHALLSweets in the Sky
Cake shop offers custom-made creations in Missouri City

Sweets in the Sky specializes in 
custom-order cakes.

Sweets in the Sky offers several cake and 
cookie dessert options for customers.

SWEET STUFF

CUSTOM 
CAKES

CUPCAKES

COOKIES

CAKE POPS
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Lupita’s Mexican Restaurant

3121 Hwy. 6, Sugar Land

281-265-6556

www.lupitassugarland.com

Hours: Sun.-Thu. 
11 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 
11 a.m.-10 p.m. QUARRY HILL RD.
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DINING FEATURE

Green chicken enchiladas (2 for $13.95)

Green chicken enchiladas are topped with tomatillo sauce 
and Monterey jack cheese and served with rice and beans.

Stuffed avocado ($14.95)

Lupita’s stuffed avocado is served with fajita beef, 
chicken, shrimp (add $1) or veggies with rice and beans.

Beef fajitas ($22.95) 

Fajitas come with a choice of beef, chicken or both meats, 
and are served with rice, beans, lettuce, tomato, guacamole, 
sour cream, pico de gallo and homemade tortillas.
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 L  upita’s Mexican Restaurant provides more than 
food—it gives customers a glimpse into the lives 

of husband-and-wife owners Jaime and Lupe Garcia.
The Sugar Land restaurant’s aesthetics feature 

pinatas of all shapes and sizes hanging from the 
ceiling, hand-painted frescos on the wall and a poster 
highlighting Jaime’s hometown of Barretal, Mexico.

Lupe has worked in a kitchen for 38 years, and 16 
years at Lupita’s. Most of the dishes featured on the 
menu are family recipes passed down to her or recipes 
she has created.

“I enjoy working in the kitchen,” Lupe said. “Own-
ing my own restaurant, I’ve been able to meet very 
nice people, and I enjoy getting to know the new and 
old customers who come in.”

She said she eats just about everything on the 
restaurant’s vast menu, which includes tostadas, 
tacos, burritos, enchiladas, fajitas, seafood and spe-
cialties such as chile relleno, which includes pan-fried 
poblano pepper stu� ed with picadillo and stu� ed 
pollo—grilled chicken breasts stu� ed with spinach.

One of her favorite dishes is the fajitas. Lupe mari-
nates the steak and chicken for 24 hours in one of her 
special recipes. She also likes the stu� ed avocados 
that are stu� ed with meat, shrimp or vegetables, 
rolled in breadcrumbs and deep fried.

Lupe also recommends to customers the carnitas, 
featuring pork that is deep fried and served like a taco.

Jaime also said popular items include green chicken 
enchiladas topped with a tomatillo sauce and the $2 
margaritas served at happy hour.

Dining at Lupita’s Mexican Restaurant is also about 
the atmosphere. Children visiting the restaurant can 
get their own “tour” of the pinatas, and Jaime’s Barre-
tal poster has become a conversation starter, he said.

“We aim to serve everything fresh, which is a big 
plus for us,” Jaime said. “This is a family-owned and 
operated restaurant, so we want all of our dishes to 
taste like a home-cooked meal.”

BY CHRISTINE HALL

Lupita’s Mexican 
Restaurant
Family recipes make dining 
experience feel like home

THREE DISHES TO TRY

Lupe and Jaime Garcia opened Lupita’s Mexican Restaurant 16 years ago.

Come celebrate with us!

Must be 21+. Tastings are free and open to the public. Please drink responsibly.

4,500 sq feet  with a premium set of wine & spirits

Sugar Land

twinliquors.com

19964 SW Fre�way, Unit 18. sugar land tx, 77479
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A� er little sales tax revenue growth 
in 2017, Missouri City rebounded in 
2018 and saw a 14.4% increase in allo-
cations—its highest increase in 10 years, 
according to Texas comptroller data.

Cities rely on sales tax revenue 
received when residents shop at places 
that collect sales tax. A portion of that 
tax funds annual city budgets, which 
pays for operations and services to 
residents, Missouri City City Manager 
Anthony Snipes said.

However, with more goods sold 
online, cities � nd it harder to capture 
local sales tax revenue. To help reverse 
this, the 86th Texas Legislature passed 
two bills aimed at taxing e-commerce 
sales from marketplaces, such as Etsy 
and eBay. Missouri City is also looking at 
how these new laws will a� ect its poten-
tial future revenue.

“Our hope is as businesses and other 
partnerships come to fruition, resi-
dents—new and current—will be able to 
see what is going on in Missouri City and 
be involved,” Snipes said.

FINDING ADDITIONAL REVENUE

Missouri City’s sales tax revenue 
growth in 2018 was twofold: a change 
in the � scal year from July to June to 
October to September, which added 
three extra months—and about $2 mil-
lion in allocations—as well as new retail 
and development that came to fruition, 
Snipes said.

New retail developments included 
Sienna Crossing, which includes Acad-
emy Sports + Outdoors, as well as the 
H-E-B nearby.

Even though sales tax revenue 
accounts for a small portion of Missouri 
City’s annual budget at 9.3%, the city 
is studying ways to bring in additional 
revenue. The biggest revenue chunk is 
property taxes, 32.7%, according to the 
city’s budget.

Of the 1,664 businesses in Missouri 
City, only 664 of them generate sales 
tax revenue for the city, Snipes said. 
Service-oriented businesses, such as 
physicians, tattooing and nail salons, 
are not obligated to collect sales tax, he 
said. In contrast, Sugar Land has 4,734 

businesses with a sales tax permit, 
according to Texas Comptroller data.

When Snipes began as city manager 
in 2015, he said there was not an eco-
nomic development plan. The city wel-
comes all businesses, he said, but with 
the plan in place, it is also prioritizing 
new ways to build sales tax revenue.

“We have a redevelopment strategy 
that includes maximizing empty shop-
ping centers,” Snipes said. “Activities 
are also on the rise, such as NewQuest 
Properties’ development on Hwy. 6 that 
will have a movie theater and retail.”

Retail experts said service-oriented 
businesses are becoming the norm as 
businesses seek out retail locations 
closer to residents.

Missouri City Mayor Yolanda Ford 
said the city needs to be intentional 
about branding itself to identify and 
attract businesses and major corpora-
tions geared toward management and 
professional services so residents can 
� nd employment within the city.

“Half of the city’s employment base 
is in management occupations, but the 

 Missouri City sees highest sales tax revenue growth in 10 years 
 Two new Texas laws taxing e-commerce sales may provide an additional $850 million for state, cities
BY CHRISTINE HALL

REVENUE

SUGAR LAND
SUGAR LAND

GENERAL FUND

MISSOURI CITY

GENERAL FUND
0.25%  Sugar Land Development 
Corp.: economic development, city 

support services

0.25%  Sugar Land 4B Corp.: eco-

nomic development, capital projects

1.5% - General fund

1%  Metropolitan Transit 

Authority of Harris County

1%  General fund

MISSOURI CITY

Police and fi re 
departments

majority of our residents work outside 
the city,” Ford said. “[We need to] sup-
port and attract developers who are 
interested in creating destination loca-
tions that will encourage residents to 
spend money within the city and also 
encourage nonresidents to come to our 
city and spend money.”

SALES TAX VOLATILITY

Any boost to sales tax revenue is good 
for cities, city o�  cials said. Sales tax dol-
lars go into cities’ general funds, which 
pay for government functions such as 
police, � re and parks and recreation. 
Texas’ sales tax is 6.25%, and depending 
on the local municipality, the tax could 
rise to a maximum of 8.25%.

Both Missouri City and Sugar Land 
have a 8.25% sales tax, which the Texas 
comptroller’s o�  ce collects and then 
allocates 2% to the cities. Missouri City 
received $9.85 million in 2018, up from 
$8.6 million in 2017, while Sugar Land 
received $53.23 million in 2018, an 
increase from $48.59 million in 2017, 
according to the comptroller’s o�  ce.

“Sales tax revenue is so volatile,” 
Sugar Land Director of Finance Jennifer 
Brown said. “We only build into next 
year’s budget the recurring amount that 
is available for us from the [First Colony] 

Police and fi re 
departments

44% 44.1%

Public works and
parks and recreation

20%

General 
government and 

non-departmental

20%

Innovation and 
technology

9%

Financial and 
development 

services

7%

Public works and
parks and recreation

18%

Neighborhood 
and community 

development

12.1%

General 
government

14.4%

Finance, transfers 
and rebates

11.4%

Cities receive sales tax allocations for purchases a resident makes shopping locally at a store that collects 
sales tax. With more sales happening online, Texas passed new laws to try to capture that sales tax 
revenue from online purchases made by Texas residents. Missouri City and Sugar Land are allocated 2% 
sales tax each month from the state. Here are where those funds go in each city’s budget. 

WHERE DOES THE 2% GO?

SOURCES: CITY OF SUGAR LAND, CITY OF MISSOURI CITY, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Our bold flavor will 
leave you craving
MORE! Lunch Specials 

Menu Only!

50% OFF 

Must present coupon.
Limit 1 Per Customer

Mon-Fri 11AM - 2PM
Exp: 9/3/19

Chinese Bistro
6542 US-90 ALT, Sugar Land, TX

(281) 242-0432
AlingsChinese.com
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For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.

Mall, from retail and other businesses.”
Over the past decade, data showed 

the cities received anywhere from tens 
of thousands up to millions of dollars 
of di� erence between years. As a result, 
Missouri City and Sugar Land o�  cials 
said they take a conservative stance 
when including that revenue in their 
budgets, despite how much they collect.

Missouri City also has a unique cir-
cumstance over neighboring cities in 
that its 2% sales tax allocation is split, 
with 1% going to the Metropolitan Tran-
sit Authority of Harris County for trans-
portation services, and the other 1% 
going to the city, Snipes said.

“The 2018 launch of the daily Mis-
souri City Community Connector and 
MCTX Flex services o� ered residents 
and visitors a� ordable and convenient 
transportation options,” Snipes said. 
“We will continue to review our partner-
ship to identify other potential transit 
solutions that can bene� t residents.”  

TAXING E-COMMERCE

Two new Texas laws aim to help the 
state capture even more sales tax reve-
nue, especially from e-commerce pur-
chases that were previously not taxed.

In June 2018, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled in South Dakota v. Wayfair Inc. that 

Texas businesses selling items or ser-
vices into other states may be required 
to collect taxes for those states. In addi-
tion, sellers outside of Texas who were 
previously not required to collect and 
remit state sales and use tax may have 
to begin collecting tax on their sales into 
Texas.

Using that decision as a guide, the 
86th Texas Legislature passed House 
Bills 2153 and 1525 related to collecting 
sales tax from marketplace and remote 
sellers. Both go into e� ect Oct. 1.

HB 1525 creates new tax responsi-
bilities for marketplace providers and 
sellers, while HB 2153 provides a single 
local tax rate for remote sellers. The bills 
together are expected to generate about 
$850 million in tax revenue in two years, 
according to the Legislature.

“Wayfair is important because previ-
ously, the state of Texas wasn’t captur-
ing sales tax dollars from citizens on 
internet purchases,” said Mary Thomas, 
an attorney and certi� ed public accoun-
tant at Thomas, Thomas, & Thomas PC 
in Houston. “Not all money will be cap-
tured, but fewer dollars are going to fall 
through the cracks.”

These new laws come as the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau reports e-commerce sales are 
climbing steadily over the past decade. 

Based on a sample of 10,800 retail busi-
nesses, data shows online transactions 
increased 12.4% in the � rst quarter of 
2019 versus the same period in 2018.

Missouri City was told by its economic 
development consultant in June that 
if there was no e-commerce, the city’s 
sales tax growth forecast of 7% and 
4% for the next two years would have 
been higher. That is why Snipes said he 
remains conservative in this area.

“At any point, a business can close, 
and now that more people are using 
Amazon versus shopping locally, it can 
have an e� ect on sales tax,” he said.

E-commerce is top of mind for busi-
ness owner Debra Lyman.

“It seems like companies are looking 
at their books and asking, ‘Do we have 
to keep all our brick-and-mortars open, 
or could we keep the same pro� t, reduce 
the number of stores, people will order 
online, and we could have one store in 
the area for people to pick up things?’” 
said Lyman, owner of Eudybelles Fur-
niture Resale and Consignment in Mis-
souri City.

A NEW NORMAL

The new Texas bills are a continua-
tion of the state working to put online 
retailers on a more even playing � eld 

with brick-and-mortar businesses. The 
state struck a deal with Amazon in 2012 
for Texas consumers to pay standard 
sales tax on purchases.

Lyman said she is considering an 
e-commerce presence for her small 
business but would still need a physical 
store so people could bring in consign-
ment items.

In addition, many of her customers 
still enjoy coming into the store.

“It is a social thing,” Lyman said. “I 
get a lot of ladies groups that meet for 
lunch and then stroll over here to shop. 
There is nostalgia for that strolling.”

The full e� ect of these new state bills 
is not yet known. Thomas said online 
shoppers will feel the 8.25% hit their 
wallet, but the tax will result in more 
money for the local government to 
spend to more fully fund existing pro-
grams or create new ones.

Snipes said he is also keeping an eye 
on what happens next.

“The new normal is to see an Amazon 
truck drive by their house every day,” he 
said. “We are monitoring what the Leg-
islature means for us and how it might 
bene� t Missouri City in the future.”

Texas’ new marketplace laws
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1st quarter 2nd quarter

3rd quarter 4th quarterUSA e-commerce on the rise

Based on a sample of 
10,800 businesses, 
the percentage of 
e-commerce sales 
out of total retail sales 
continues to grow, 
according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau.

+10.2%

+3.8%

+4.7%

+5.6%

+6.9%

+8.4%

In June 2018, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in South Dakota v. Wayfair Inc. that Texas 
businesses selling items or services into other states may be required to collect taxes for 
those states. In addition, sellers outside of Texas who were previously not required to 
collect and remit state sales and use tax may have to begin collecting tax on their sales 
into Texas.

The 86th Texas Legislature passed House Bills 2153 and 1525 related to collecting sales 
tax from marketplace and remote sellers. Both go into effect Oct. 1.

A marketplace is “a physical or electronic store, internet website, software application or 
catalog that third-party sellers use to make sales. 

A marketplace provider is a person who owns or operates a marketplace and processes 
sales or payments for marketplace sellers (third-parties). Examples include Amazon, eBay, 
Walmart Marketplace and Etsy,” according to the Texas comptroller’s offi ce.

HB 1525 creates new tax responsibilities for marketplace providers and marketplace 
sellers, while HB 2153 provides a single local tax rate for remote sellers.
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City, who co-authored HB 1631, said he 
supports the ban because it would pre-
vent cities from being incentivized to 
issue tickets to increase revenues. Reyn-
olds added it was diffi  cult to enforce 
ticket payment.

“Studies also showed that red-light 
cameras do not necessarily end the 
practice of running red lights, as indi-
viduals still run them and then never 
pay the ticket,” he said. “Since there 
is not a strong payment enforcement 
system, the cameras do not have the 
desired deterrent eff ect.”

Roughly 23% of violations issued in 
Sugar Land throughout the program’s 
duration remained unpaid as of June 
1. Under HB 1631, outstanding viola-
tion fees are no longer being collected, 
Robins said. In fact, any payments that 
were in the pipeline but had not been 
processed will be returned, Robins said.

In response to getting rid of the red-
light cameras, Robins requested funds 
for one additional traffi  c offi  cer be 
added to the fi scal year 2019-20 budget 
that council will adopt in September.

There are about four hours of rush-
hour traffi  c each day—two hours in the 
morning and two hours in the evening—
during which increased patrolling 
would be needed, Robins said.

“Those are the critical times that 
I’m in need of some support,” he said. 
“That equates to about three offi  cers, 
when you add up the amount of time. 
It’s either that or trying to have our offi  -
cers work extra overtime, and that can 
become a little bit of a burden.”

Robins said he will monitor the 
eff ect of having one additional offi  cer 
in FY 2019-20 and look at accident data 
to determine if more offi  cers will be 
needed.

“It’s always been about safety,” he 
said. “The way the funds went, the city 
and the police department basically 
used the funds that we got from the sys-
tem to pay for the system itself.”

Sugar Land were turned off  June 2.
“We used these cameras as a tool to 

help us out,” Sugar Land Police Chief 
Eric Robins said. “When we had the 
cameras, we were hoping to get a lot 
more compliance and people not run-
ning those red lights and not having 
those accidents.”

Robins said he anticipates needing 
more staff  over the next couple of years 
to make up for the loss of the cameras.

In 2008, Sugar Land received about 
$280,000 in revenue through the red-
light camera program. In 2018, the city 
received $966,617 from the program, 

and by June 30 of this year, the city had 
received a little over $590,000, accord-
ing to city data.

“That was set aside to pay for other 
traffi  c safety programs,” Robins said.

MONEY MATTERS

Before HB 1631 was passed, when a 
driver ran a traffi  c signal equipped with 
a red-light camera, the vehicle owner 
whose name was associated with the 
car’s license plate number would have 
been mailed a notice of a $75 fi ne. Of this 
$75, $37.50 went to the state of Texas into 
the trauma fund for hospitals, Sugar 
Land Mayor Joe Zimmerman said during 

a June 18 City Council meeting.
“[The state] now has to make up that 

shortfall in revenue,” Zimmerman said.
The city retained the remaining 

$37.50. Throughout the 11-year duration 
of the program, the city received a total 
of $6.1 million. Each year, the net share 
of revenue produced by red-light cam-
eras accounted for about 1% of the city’s 
general fund operating budget, Robins 
said.

“I’ve received a lot of emails about 
some people accusing us of using this as 
a revenue source, which is laughable,” 
Zimmerman said.

State Rep. Ron Reynolds, D-Missouri 
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Pocket Revenue from the red-light cameras accounted for about 1% of Sugar Land’s general fund operating budget 
each year. Here is a breakdown of how much revenue the city saw in each year of the program’s implementation.
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4. Dairy Ashford Boulevard/
Hwy. 90A and Dairy Ash-
ford/Hwy 90A W. added

3. Hwy. 6 at Hwy. 59 
E. removed

2.  Hwy. 6 at Hwy. 59 
N. removed

1. Hwy. 59 at Sugar 
Lakes removed

2011 2012 2013 2016

6. University Boulevard /
Elkins Road WB added

2017

5. Hwy. 90A at Elkins/
Lombardy added

2019

7. All cameras 
phased out

No more 
At the end of the program, nine red-light cameras were located at 
six intersections in Sugar Land. In addition to catching infractions, 
the cameras could help determine who was at fault in an accident.

SOURCES: TEXAS LEGISLATURE, SUGAR LAND POLICE DEPARTMENT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Removed during program Active at end of program

Each issued fi ne was $75.  
$37.50 went to Texas’ 
trauma fund for hospitals. 
$37.50 went to Sugar Land.
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TOP COLLISION SPOT:
20 accidents in 2018

TOP COLLISION SPOT:
29 accidents in 2018

9

4B

4A

9090

DAIRY 
ASHFORD RD.

TOP COLLISION SPOT:
16 accidents in 2018

of violators 
did not live in 
Sugar Land.

70% 

89% 
of those who 
received a ticket 
did not receive 
a second.

 
per year from 

2012-17.

Rear-end crashes 
remained consistent 
and low with an 
average of :

SOURCES: TEXAS LEGISLATURE, SUGAR LAND POLICE DEPARTMENT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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For more information visit   
communityimpact.com.

CREATING A SAFETY NET

City Manager Allen Bogard said he 
feels legislative actions such as this one 
are making cities less safe.

“This is not the first action that has 
been taken,” Bogard said. “Two or three 
years ago, City Council adopted [an ordi-
nance] where individuals were going to 
be ticketed if they had a phone in their 
hands while driving. The ordinance 
that our city passed had to be removed 
because of the Texas Legislature. Here, 
we have another one.”

In 2017, the Legislature did pass a 
measure banning texting while driving.

Implementing the red-light cameras 
in Sugar Land in 2007 resulted in a 58% 
decrease in accidents between 2009-12, 
Robins said. In 2018, however, three 
spots monitored by cameras, including 
Hwy. 6 North at Hwy. 59 North, Hwy. 6 
South and Hwy. 59 South, and Hwy. 90A 
West at Dairy Ashford Road, were among 
the top collision areas in the city with 29, 
20 and 16 accidents, respectively.

Additionally, about 70% of violators 
did not live in Sugar Land, and nearly 
90% of violators did not receive a sec-
ond ticket, Robins said.

Sugar Land resident Atia Ibrahim 
said she received a violation notice 
from a red-light camera once, and she 
found the process to be easier and more 

understandable than being stopped by 
an officer on the road.

“It allowed me to see the picture,” 
Ibrahim said. “It’s actually a video 
showing me that I slowed down yet I 
didn’t stop. But when the police officer 
pulls you over, you just take their word 
for it.”

Ibrahim also said she felt safer know-
ing the cameras were there to review 
footage for red-light runs or accidents.

“I know the cameras were there for 
our safety. It’s not intrusion,” she said. 
“I don’t see cameras any different than 
having a police officer sitting there 
pointing a speeding gun at you to see 
how fast you’re going.”

However, in a Community Impact 
Newspaper poll on Nextdoor, 64% of 
497 responders in the Sugar Land and 
Missouri City area voted in support of 
the ban.

“HB 1631 ends a harmful practice by 
prohibiting the use of red-light cameras, 
which deprive citizens of their due pro-
cess rights,” Reynolds said in an email. 
“An individual is forced to face a cam-
era, rather than an officer who was pres-
ent at the scene, as their accuser and is 
presumed guilty until proven innocent.”

Reynolds also said he feels the loss 
of the cameras makes communities 
in Texas safer as studies have shown 

rear-end crashes increase with the red-
light camera system.

“Rather than following the normal 
flow of traffic, drivers brake too quickly 
upon entering the intersection to avoid 
getting ticketed, leading to crashes,” he 
said.

However, in Sugar Land, an analy-
sis of the red-light camera programs 
showed rear-end crash counts stayed 
low with an average of 12 per year 
between 2012-17.

Although the red-light cameras have 
been banned, and Sugar Land has com-
plied, Robins said the city will continue 
to look at other ways technology could 
help the police department.

“We’re constantly looking at what’s 
out there and what can give us an edge 
to help keep our city safe,” he said.

Bogard said he hopes in future leg-
islative sessions the city will be able to 
discuss these issues further.

“I hope that as time goes on, there’s 
going to be an opportunity for us to have 
more dialogue with the leadership in 
Austin and get them back on the team 
for helping local communities build safe 
communities because it’s not happen-
ing anymore,” Bogard said. 

AUTHOR: Jonathan Stickland, R-Bedford

LOCAL CO-AUTHORS: Rick Miller, 
R-Sugar Land; Ron Reynolds, D-Missouri 
City; Phil Stephenson, R-Wharton; John 
Zerwas, R-Richmond

Supported/co-authored by a total of 

95 state representatives

Do not 
House Bill 1631 was signed by Gov. 
Greg Abbott on June 1 and bans the 
use of red-light cameras in Texas.

Community Impact Newspaper asked 
Sugar Land and Missouri City resi-
dents via Nextdoor in late June if they 
support the camera ban. 

SOURCES: TEXAS LEGISLATURE, NEXTDOOR/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

This established neighborhood located in the 
city of Sugar Land is close to shopping, medical 
services, schools and entertainment.

Build-out year: 1976

Square footage: 1,200-2,200

Median home value: $213,629

HOA dues (estimated): $197 annually 

Amenities: pool, park, close to shopping, 
medical, and entertainment

Schools: Sugar Mill Elementary School, 
Sugar Land Middle School, and Kempner 
High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Fort Bend ISD  1.32000
Fort Bend County General Fund  0.44500
Fort Bend Drainage  0.01900
City of Sugar Land  0.31762
Total (per $100 valuation) 2.10162

COVINGTON WOODS, 77498

RECENT LISTINGS

*As of  7/5/19 Neighborhood data provided by Alina Rogers
Sparrow Realty • 281-961-2944 • alinawrogers@yahoo.com

1406 Ravenscourt Drive

13511 Knottinghill Drive

13506 Fernhill Drive

13823 Ivymount Drive

REAL ESTATE

$213,629

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$125.51$3,739 65

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

7 2

Homes on 
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

77459

77479

77478

77498

77489
59

90

69

69

6

SUGAR LAND

MISSOURI CITY

99
TOLL

N

Caron Tal Shkedy

RE/MAX Legacy Living

3  bedroom/2 bath  

Alexander Hanmer

City Group   

3  bedroom/2 bath  

Hung Nguyen

The Nguyens & associates   

4  bedroom/2 bath

Graham Whitley

RE/MAX Fine Properties   

HOMES SOLD  (JUNE 2019)
Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 77459 77478 77479 77489 77498

$149,999 or less 1/18 - - 1/26 -

$150,000-$199,999 9/19 - 1/31 10/38 4/19

$200,000-$299,999 62/66 10/22 34/59 4/123 25/48

$300,000-$399,999 68/67 14/62 46/77 - 11/63

$400,000-$499,999 22/69 9/109 42/75 - 2/181

$500,000-$599,999 12/160 4/133 17/62 - 2/34

$600,000-$799,999 12/64 6/69 25/135 - -

$800,000-$999,999 8/115 1/269 8/83 - -

$1 million + 4/290 2/422 9/342 - -

MARKET DATA MARKET DATA

Price 77459 77478 77479 77489 77498

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD           JUNE 2018  VS.        JUNE  2019

+0.15%
-7.71%

-1.65%

+17.58%

+12.56%

$220,000

713-459-0205

$220,000

$215,000

713-349-4731

$249,900

281-265-5533713-364-6873

1,948 sq. ft.

2,164 sq. ft.

1,950 sq. ft.

1,507 sq. ft.



DEALS THIS MONTH

DINING
Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers  ... 30

Joseph’s Coffee and Cigars ......................... 28

Joseph’s Vintage Gun Shop ........................ 28

The Roof - Sugar Land ................................ 30

EDUCATION
National Communication Training Center .. 30

ENTERTAINMENT
Republic Country Club & BBQ ................... 29

GOVERNMENT
City of Richmond ....................................... 28

HOME & GARDEN
Integrated Pest Management, Inc .............. 30

MEDICAL
C&C Dental ............................................... 31

Sienna Dental ............................................ 29

RETAIL
Backwater Boutique .................................. 28

Lone Star Pet Lodges ................................. 29

Studio of Richmond ................................... 28

Treasure Hunters Gallery ........................... 28

Take a drive down Lake Olympia Parkway 
toward the Fort Bend Tollroad and you 
will fi nd the rustic entrance of Park’s Edge, 
Missouri City’s newest 300-acre planned 
community. Built on the idea of connectivity 
with its surroundings, Park’s Edge lies just 
beyond the edge of Missouri City’s own 
Community Park, which boasts recreational 
amenities like soccer fi elds, baseball and 
softball fi elds, disc golf, fi shing piers, sand 
volleyball and two basketball courts all 
open to the public. Building on Missouri 
City’s already extensive trail system, Park’s 
Edge is expected to feature over six miles 
of walking trails when the neighborhood is 
complete and a future pedestrian bridge 
connecting to Community Park.

The Lodge at Park’s Edge, opening in late 
September, will off er an activity room 
and meeting space plus a covered patio 
overlooking the recreation complex, which 
includes a lap pool, waterslides, playscapes 
and sports fi eld. Park’s Edge is a place 
for families to connect with the natural 

landscape and enjoy the amenities at 

their fi ngertips.

D.R. Horton is the exclusive homebuilder 
in Park’s Edge off ering quality homes at 
aff ordable prices. The community is situated 
on the Northwest corner of Lake Olympia 
Parkway and Vicksburg Blvd. with model 
homes located at 4306 Eden Bay Ct. in 
Missouri City.  

D.R. Horton, “America’s Builder,” has 
been building families beautiful homes 
in desirable locations for over 40 years. 
America’s largest homebuilder by volume 
since 2002, D.R. Horton has built more 
than 700,000 homes with quality, 
functionality, value and style in mind. For 
more information, visit our website at 
www.drhorton.com. Home and community 
information including pricing, included 
features, terms, availability and amenities 
are subject to change and prior sale at any 
time without notice or obligation. Square 
footage dimensions are approximate.  D.R. 
Horton is an equal housing opportunity 
builder. 
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Missouri City’s Newest Master Planned Community

Visit Park’s Edge

Model homes open daily 
Mon-Sat 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sun  noon to 7 p.m. 

Call Calvin or Dayla for more information and directions.

713-766-0868



HISTORIC DOWNTOWN RICHMOND

www.richmondtx.gov • SHOP LOCAL. EAT LOCAL. SPEND LOCAL. ENJOY LOCAL.

281-342-4808 | M-Fri. 10-5:30PM | Sat. 10-5PM 
Fine Jewelry ~ Baby Gifts ~ Collectibles

The Studio of Richmond, Inc. 
301 Morton Street ~ Richmond, TX

josephscoff eeandcigars.com

10% 
OFF
WITH COUPON.

!

www.josephsvintageguns.com

(281) 342-3819
202 Morton St.

McKenna Quinn
William & Son
Brackish

Dubarry
Habsburg 
Purdey

BRANDS CARRIED

AN ECLECTIC BOUTIQUE 
WITH THE LATEST IN CLOTHES,

 GIFTS, SHOES AND JEWELRY

Mon-Sat.  10a-5:30p   281-239-0043

10% OFF
WITH AD FOR NEW CUSTOMERS 

RESTRICTIONS APPLY

BACKWATER 
BOUTIQUE
20% OFF

For New Customers! 
Must present coupon.

ONE�ITEM

210 C�W�Hwy 90A, Richmond, TX 77406
713-306-4426

THURSDAY�NIGHT�LIVE�SALES 
@ BACKWATER�BOUTIQUE�VIP f

FRIDAYS

FOOD TRUCK LUNCH 
11 AM - 2 PM

CENTRAL FIRE STATION
200 HOUSTON STREET

1ST FRIDAYS OF EVERY MONTH

MOVIES ON MORTON
402 MORTON STREET

IN FRONT OF CITY HALL
MOVIE BEGINS AT DARK

HWY 90-A

LIBERTY ST.

4TH
 ST.

5TH
 ST.

6TH
 ST. CALHOUN ST.

MORTON ST.

2N
D

 ST.

JOSEPH’S 
COFFEE AND 
CIGARS

JOSEPH’S 
VINTAGE 
GUNS 

PRESTON ST.

3RD
 ST.

TREASURE 
HUNTER’S 
GALLERY

STUDIO OF 
RICHMOND BACKWATER 

BOUTIQUE
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Sugar Land - Missouri City edition • August 2019 29

Your pet deserves 
a vacation too!

WILLIAMSBURG 
LANE

6

1092

 TO
WNSHIP LN.

First night of boarding

FREE 
for � rst time clients when 

2 nights or more are purchased

(281) 403-7700 
3207 Williamsburg Ln, Missouri City, TX 77459

Doggy Daycare ‧ Pet Grooming ‧ Pet Boarding ‧ Dog Training
All Indoor Rooms ‧ Natural Grass Play Fields ‧ Live Cameras to Watch Online

20% OFF
any training class 

in August.
Must show coupon

9201 Sienna Ranch Rd, 
Suite #102 

Missouri City, TX
281-778-5330

siennadental.com

 same quality service!
Jamie Kurian, DDS 

Marquada Meju, DDS 

Stephen Tam, DMD

New name, new look,

Silver Ridge Blvd.

Sienna Pkwy.

Sienna 
Ranch Rd.

11110 W Airport Blvd, Stafford, TX 77477  •  713-999-1000  •  theredneckcountryclub.com

Family friendy! Open to the public!

Buy one side, 
GET ONE 
FREE

OF THE SAME SIZE
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. EXPIRES 9/3/19.

$5 OFF 

$25
LIMIT 1 PER CUSTOMER. EXPIRES 9/3/19.

FREE 
banana 
pudding

WITH PURCHASE OF 
1836 SANDWICH

LIMIT 1 PER CUSTOMER. EXPIRES 9/3/19.

• Beans
• Collard Greens
• Potato Salad
• Coleslaw
• Mac n Cheese
• Cream Corn

• Pasta Salad

• Brisket
• Beef Ribs

• Pork Ribs
• Chicken
• Turkey

• Beef/Cheddar 
Jalapeno Sausage

Public

EDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TION
2 0 1 9

focus
EDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TIONEDUC TION

Connect with us!

866.989.6808

communityimpact.com

Advertisers. News sources. Readers. 

We want to hear from you! 

I N  M A I L B O X E S  T H I S  S E P T E M B E R



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com30

HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS

FREE CUSTARD COOKIE

BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E
COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529
DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road
FULSHEAR
26806 FM 1093

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W
KATY
24433 Katy Freeway
KINGWOOD
4519 Kingwood Dr.
LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978
NEW CANEY
12007 N. Grand Parkway E.
PASADENA
4637 E Sam
Houston Pkwy S

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy
SPRING
19370 Interstate 45
21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Freeway

®
Good for one cookie. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. 
Expires 10.31.2019. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply.

HHOOUUSSTON ARETON AREAA LOCAT LOCATA LOCATAA LOCATA IONS

®

FreddysUSA.com

#FreddysWorthIt

eddy’s locations.

 LOCAT LOCATIIOONNSS

IF YOU’RE GOING
TO BE BAD,

IT BETTER BE
THIS GOOD.

COMING SOON — 1705-B FRY ROAD, KATY

LUNCH | DINNER | SUNDAY BRUNCH | HAPPY HOUR | PRIVATE EVENTS

10% OFF 
One coupon per table. Expires 9/4/19

1531 Hwy 6, #300, Sugar Land, TX 77478  

Indulge Yourself At Sugar Land’s Newest Rooftop Restaurant and Lounge

281.302.5437 | www.TheRoofOnTheLake.com

INTRODUCING 
NEW ROOF 

STUFFED WINGS!
 LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

Wed & Thurs from  5 pm - 11 pm • Fri & Sat from 5 pm - 2 am • Sun 11 am - 4 pm

Intensive Hands-On Three Week Course
Graduates will receive: 

2 Certifications 
Resume 
Job Placement Assistance

FOA and DRAKA Certifi ed

NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS 
TRAINING CENTERS

BECOME A CERTIFIED FIBER OPTICS TECHNICIAN TODAY!

INVEST IN YOUR FUTURE
REGISTER TODAY!

936-217-3275 | NCTCFIBER.COM

FM 221
859

Classes offered at Texas State Technical 
College - Rosenberg

26706 Southwest Freeway 
Rosenberg, 77471

MORE OFTEN
Local News
Sign up to get unbiased, 

relevant and web-exclusive 

content delivered straight 

to your inbox!

SPONSORED BY LOCAL BUSINESS 

Tuesday, July 17, 2018 | communityimpact.com

YOUR LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD

WEEKLY ROUNDUP

TOP STORIES

Harris County gets $4.5 billion in federal

funds for flood-control projects

Harris County Has Acquired about $4.5 billion in federal funds for flood

prevention projects acress the area, bringing the county close to solving

its numerous flooding issues, officials said Monday. U.S Rep. John Cul-

berson, R-Houston, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett and Russ Poppe,

Harris County Flood Control District executive director, held a press

conference Monday at the Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish ...

Read more

SPONSORED BY LOCAL BUSINESS 

Tuesday, July 17, 2018 | communityimpact.com

YOUR LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD

WEEKLY ROUNDUP

TOP STORIES

Harris County gets $4.5 billion in federal 
funds for flood-control projects
Harris County Has Acquired about $4.5 billion in federal funds for flood 
prevention projects acress the area, bringing the county close to solving 
its numerous flooding issues, officials said Monday. U.S Rep. John Cul-
berson, R-Houston, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett and Russ Poppe, 
Harris County Flood Control District executive director, held a press 
conference Monday at the Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish ...

Read more

SPONSORED BY LOCAL BUSINESSTuesday, July 17, 2018 | communityimpact.com

YOUR LOCAL NEIGHBORHOODWEEKLY ROUNDUP

TOP STORIES

Harris County gets $4.5 billion in federal 

funds for flood-control projects
Harris County Has Acquired about $4.5 billion in federal funds for flood 

prevention projects acress the area, bringing the county close to solving 

its numerous flooding issues, officials said Monday. U.S Rep. John Cul-

berson, R-Houston, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett and Russ Poppe, 

Harris County Flood Control District executive director, held a press 

conference Monday at the Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish ...
Read more

COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/NEWSLETTER



Sugar Land - Missouri City edition • August 2019 31

MAKE SURE YOUR 
DENTIST  STACKS UP

TERESA CODY, DDS
TIM CASHION, DDS

mydentist@candcdental.com

Call us now!
(281) 545-5170

FORMERLY CASHION & 
CODY FAMILY 
DENTISTRY & 

ORTHODONTICS

1. Does your dentist use a drill? Laser technology 
allows us to off er pain free, no shot fi llings. Why do 
it the old fashioned way? No high pitched whine or 
vibration from the grinding of the drill. Kids never 
become afraid of the dentist.

2. Does your dentist check for cavities with a 
precise laser? With a painless laser, we can detect 
cavities easier than the eye can see them. The laser 
scanner can detect new cavities years before any 
other means of cavity detection.

3. Does your dentist recommend extractions for 
crowded teeth? Give your child a full smile for life. 
No-Extractions Orthodontics with convenient no has-
sle after school appointments as late as 6:30pm. 

4. Does your dentist off er before or after work 
appointments?  Before & After work appointments 
that fi t into your jam-packed schedule. Appointments 
start as early as 7:30am and as late as 6:30pm, and of 
course, appointments on Saturday.

5. Does your dentist have digital x-rays? Instant im-
ages the size of a computer monitor. We can magnify 
a suspicious area and basically see inside the tooth. 
An added benefi t for you is 1/10 the radiation needed. 

6. Does your dentist have an intra-oral camera that 
not only takes a picture of your tooth, but also 
lights up decay? Now we can show you your tooth 
on a 20” TV, magnifi ed 50 times, and shine a special-
ized light to fi nd decay!

7. Does your dentist have massage chairs and sat-
ellite TV? Your comfort is our #1 goal. Relaxing in a 
warm massage chair while watching a movie or your 
choice of 119 channels while we do all the work!

8. Does your dentist off er 12 months no interest? 
We work with our patients to provide easy payment 
options with no interest. This frees you from using 
those high interest credit cards. 

9. Does your dentist have invisalign (invisible 
braces)? Always wanted straight teeth but could 
not bear the idea of full blown braces? Get straight 
teeth today using invisible braces.

10. Does your dentist have a movie theater? No 
kidding! What could be more fun? This is not like the 
dentist when you were a kid! 

H O W  T O 
P I C K  A  D E N T I S T

17003 SW Fwy., Suite 100, Sugar Land, TX 77479 • www.candcdental.com • www.candcortho.com

$74 VALUE • FIND OUT WHAT’S WRONG!

$25  FLAT FEE 
Does not include cleaning. 

X - R AY  A N D  C O N S U L T A T I O N 
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