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As the Johnson Space Center and 
several local aerospace companies 
ready to return to the moon and even-
tually travel to Mars, government, 
industry, education and economic 
development leaders have identi� ed 
two major goals to make sure the Bay 

Area gets a piece of the action.
One is workforce training. To 

assemble and manufacture the 
technology that will get humans 
back into deep space, the Bay Area 
needs trained aerospace industry 
personnel. San Jacinto College will 
� ll that gap with a training center at 

the Houston Spaceport, part of the 
Ellington Airport, that will o�  cially 
open in the fall.

The other goal is making the Hous-
ton Spaceport ready for aerospace 
companies that might be inter-
ested in locating to Houston. That 

DNA tech helps League City 
police make rare discovery

The League City Police Department in April used gene-
alogy technology to make a breakthrough in a decades-
old cold case, bringing answers to the community and 
closure to families.

But the work in bringing justice to the victims is not 
over, and police will not stop now, Chief Gary Ratli�  said.

In mid-1980s and early ‘90s, police found the bodies of 
two unidenti� ed women, Jane and Janet Doe, in a � eld in 
the southwest quadrant of the Calder Road intersection 
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Students will learn hands-on manufacturing skills at Houston Spaceport’s Edge Center
San Jacinto College to train next aerospace workforce
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“The reason that we never stop is because we 
always hope we’ll have the opportunity to bring 
closure to the family and justice to the victims.”

—GARY RATLIFF, LEAGUE CITY POLICE CHIEF
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CUTTING EDGE OF

Offi cials broke ground in late June on Phase 1 of the Houston 
Spaceport. The spaceport’s Edge Center will train aerospace industry 
workers that could one day work at spaceport-located companies.

PHASE 1:  Crews are installing infrastructure to prepare 154 acres for aerospace companies to locate at the spaceport.

FUTURE TAXIWAY: 
Years from now, 
the Houston 
Spaceport will offer 
supersonic fl ights 
that will take off 
from and land at 
Ellington Airport.

A E R O S PA C E

League City police recently identifi ed two women whose 
bodies were found along Calder Road decades ago.

“I think it gives comfort to every parent or every 
person in town to know that no matter what 
happens our police department does not stop 
until they fi nd a solution of one type or another.”

—PAT HALLISEY, LEAGUE CITY MAYOR
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Sick? Diagnosis & Treatment
 Plan Within 30 Minutes.

eVisits: Answer questions online for fast, convenient care.

Download our Everyday Well App

or log in at EverydayWell.com/eVisit

For minor illnesses. No appointment necessary.

1. Just log into your Everyday Well account.

2. Complete an online questionnaire about your symptoms.

3. Receive a response from a healthcare provider within 30 minutes* with a diagnosis and treatment plan.

$ 25 eVISITS ARE A CONVENIENT SOLUTION TO ACCESS HE ALTH CARE FOR : 

Allergies  •  Colds  •  Digestive Issues  •  Skin Issues  •  Urinary Tract Infections

*eVisits are available 7 days a week, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.  eVisits submitted outside of these hours will receive a response by 9:30 AM the following day.
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An educated workforce is important for 
any community. Houston learned that the 
hard way a few years ago when we lost 
out on a signi� cant contract with Blue 
Origin to build an engine-manufacturing 
plant.

Fast forward a few years, and we have 
a spaceport under development and San 
Jacinto College classes created  to address 
the aerospace industry needs. Read our 
story (see Page 28) to � nd out how these 
programs will keep Houston in the fore-
front for NASA’s return to the moon. 

Our other front-page story is an update 
on the Calder Road killings. We are not 
a type of media that does “if it bleeds, it 

leads” kind of journalism, so this is an 
unusual story for us to tell.

I was not living in the Clear Lake area 
in the 1980s, but I remember the events 
well. Our story focuses on the persever-
ance of League City police Chief Gary 
Ratli�  and the use of new DNA technol-
ogy to help identify two unknown murder 
victims (see Page 30).

Last August, we launched our Bay Area 
edition, and we are so happy to be a part 
of the Clear Lake-area community. It is an 
honor and a privilege every day to share 
the great stories happening in our back-
yard. Thank you for being a loyal reader 
and supporting our advertisers.

Happy 1-year anniversary to the Bay Area edition!

By far the coolest thing I get to write about while 
covering the Bay Area is NASA, the Johnson Space 
Center and the aerospace industry. While every 
newspaper journalist has reported on local gov-
ernment, school boards, transportation and other 
common beats, the future of space� ight is a fun and 
unusual topic the geeky side of me is elated to cover.

Government, education, economic development 
and aerospace industry leaders are all excited about 
Houston’s role in where aviation goes from here, 
and, if you will pardon the pun, the sky is the limit. 
Supersonic and hypersonic jets capable of quietly 
� ying at thousands of miles per hour are in develop-
ment now, and o�  cials think this technology is less 
than a decade away from commercial viability.

Of course, ticket prices for rides on such jets will 
be—again, pardon the pun—astronomically high at 
� rst, but so were normal commercial jet � ights when 
they � rst went on the market. Who knows? Maybe I 
will live long enough to a� ord a jet ride out of Hous-
ton into the lower reaches of space.

Where is aviation going from here?
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IMPACTS
281-984-7284. www.petsuppliesplus.com

  4  Escalante’s Fine Tex-Mex & Tequila 
opened July 24 at 1043 Bay Area Blvd., 
Webster. The restaurant is known for its 
Tex-Mex food and handcrafted margaritas. 
The business, which serves breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, has six other locations across 
Houston, The Woodlands and Sugar Land. 
713-623-4200. www.escalantes.net

COMING SOON

  5   Mattress store Amerisleep plans to 
open this summer a Baybrook Mall location 
at 500 Baybrook Mall Drive, Friendswood. 
The store sells memory foam mattresses 
engineered to be supportive, cool and com-
fortable. www.amerisleep.com

  6   After 16 years operating at 16630 El 
Camino Real Blvd., Houston, Los Ramirez 
Mexican Restaurant closed in late Novem-
ber to prepare to relocate to 463 Bay Area 
Blvd., Houston. The new location, which 
an employee said will open this summer, is 
bigger and has more parking spaces. Los 
Ramirez, which serves authentic and tradi-
tional Mexican food, also has a Dickinson 
location. 281-486-9414.

  7  Black Bear Diner has a permit with 
League City to open a location in Pinnacle 
Park at the spot of the now-closed Tilted Kilt 
Pub & Eatery, 2481 Gulf Freeway, League 
City. The diner serves breakfast all day in ad-
dition to lunch and dinner and has over 130 
locations. City offi cials do not know when the 
restaurant is expected to open.
www.blackbeardiner.com

  8   Previously expected to open near Hwy. 
96 and FM 270, Code Ninjas now plans to 
open in August at 3725 E. League City Park-
way, Ste. 140, League City. Code Ninjas is a 
school for kids ages 7-14 to learn to program 
by developing video games and online apps. 
855-446-4652. www.codeninjas.com

  9   The expected opening of Flying Rhino 
Brewing Company has been delayed a 
year from this summer to summer 2020. The 
building, which has yet to be built, will have 
an address near 1126 FM 517, Dickinson. The 
brewing company will feature a starting line-
up including IPA, American Pale Ale, Blonde 
Ale, Milk Stout and Munich Helles.
www.fl yingrhinobrewing.com

NOW OPEN

  1   CBD oil shop Imperial Wellness opened 
in May at the Baybrook Mall, 500 Baybrook 
Mall Drive, Friendswood. CBD oil is a by-
product of hemp that offers medical benefi ts 
without the psychoactive effects of THC in 
marijuana. Imperial Wellness is a seed-to-
sale company with over 500 acres of hemp 
grown in Oregon. The business’s products 
are all completely organic and free of THC. 

832-451-7662.
www.imperialwellnesscbd.com

  2   Inside the Lines Sports opened in the 
spring at 1415 Atlantis Drive, Webster. The 
business is an 8,100-square-foot indoor 
baseball and softball training facility that 
provides one-on-one and semiprivate in-
struction. The facility has batting cages and 
bullpens individuals and teams can rent for 
practice. The business plans to offer camps 

and clinics. 713-909-4857.
www.insidethelinessports.com

  3   Clear Lake City Pet Supplies Plus
opened in June at 16915 El Camino Real, 
Houston. The business offers pet food, 
treats, toys and other goods and also has pet 
wash stations, a grooming area and veteri-
nary services. The owners operate another 
Pet Supplies Plus in League City and plan to 
open two more in the Houston area this year. 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 
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FREE FAMILY FUN 

ALL DAY LONG!

KIDS FISHING TOURNAMENT 

WITH A CHANCE TO WIN A NEW 

ROD, REEL AND TACKLE BOX

PUMPKIN DECORATING 

CONTEST

BOUNCY HOUSES • ZIP LINES, 

FACE PAINTING

MECHANICAL BULL RIDING

STAN THE TRAIN MAN
BAYOU FEST IS 

THE PLACE TO BE 

THIS OCTOBER!

10-19-19
409-938-9255

WWW.LAMARQUEBAYOUFEST.COM

MUTTON BUSTIN’ 
FOR KIDS AGES 2-7
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 10 Houston Dementia Center’s
expected opening at 12410 Space Center 
Blvd., Houston, has been delayed from 
this summer to the fall. Issues with the 
HVAC system and permitting have added 
time to construction. Once complete, the 
center will be licensed as an assisted-living 
facility with a focus on caring for those with 
dementia and Alzheimer’s. The facility will 
include an adult day care area, commercial 
kitchen, residential cottages with private 
and double-occupancy rooms, and more. 
833-832-0513.
www.houstondementiacenter.com

 11  Previously reported to be opening by 
the end of the year, American Furniture 
Warehouse is scheduled to open by late 
August at 21501 Gulf Freeway, Webster, 
next to Topgolf. The facility will include 
350,000 square feet of warehouse and 
showroom space. The business will gener-
ate 350 jobs to start and cap out at about 
450. 800-992-7997. www.afw.com

RELOCATIONS

 12  Mario’s Flying Pizza & Pasta relo-
cated in early May from the intersection 
of Hwy. 146 and NASA Parkway to 2100 E. 
NASA Parkway, Ste. 100, Seabrook. The 
business had to relocate to make way for 
the Hwy. 146 expansion. In addition to piz-
za and pasta, Mario’s serves soups, salads, 
sandwiches and more. 281-474-5103.
www.mariosseabrook.com

EXPANSIONS

 13 Houston Methodist Clear Lake 
Hospital, 18300 Houston Methodist Drive, 
Houston, in August will begin expanding 
its campus by constructing a six-story, 
150,000-square-foot medical offi ce 
building, the fi rst phase of a multiyear 
project. The $40 million building will house 
orthopedics, sports medicine, physical 
therapy facilities, offi ces and clinic space. 
281-523-2000.
www.houstonmethodist.org

NAME CHANGES

Schlotzsky’s—which has locations at
 14A  221 S. FM 270, League City, 
281-557-2444; 14B 1635 FM 646, League 
City, 281-337-4477; and 14C 1521 Bay Area 

Blvd., Houston, 281-204-9244—on June 22 
rebranded itself as Schlotzsky’s Austin 
Eatery. The change includes an updat-
ed menu and revamped concept with a 
commitment to keep its dining experience 
“wonderfully weird.” The restaurant origi-
nally opened in 1971 in Austin and now has 
over 370 locations. www.schlotzskys.com

ANNIVERSARIES

 15 Kung Fu Tea, located at 304 Bay Area 
Blvd., Ste. 200, Webster, celebrated its 
one-year anniversary in June. The cafe 
serves a variety of bubble teas, milk teas, 
coffees and blended drinks. 281-724-0918.
www.kungfutea.com

 16 Alpine Rose Salon, 3206 Marina Bay 
Drive, Ste. P-1, League City, celebrated its 
one-year anniversary June 2 with a fashion 
show at The Towers at Seabrook, 3300 Tow-
ers Blvd., Seabrook. 832-864-2788.
www.alpinerosesalon.com

 17 Putt-Putt FunHouse, 806 E. NASA 
Parkway, Webster, celebrated its 40th 
anniversary June 15. The full entertainment 
center includes indoor and outdoor attrac-
tions for families and parties, including mini 
golf, virtual reality games, bumper cars, 
laser tag and more. 281-333-3200.
www.puttputtfunhouse.com

CLOSINGS

 18 Zoyo Neighborhood Yogurt, 2456 
Marina Bay Drive, Ste. A, League City, 
closed in mid-July after the owner retired. 
The franchise, which has several locations 
in Texas and Arizona, offers frozen yogurt 
with over 45 toppings from fruits to candy.
281-332-5912. www.zoyogurt.com

 19 Fuddruckers, 2040 NASA Parkway, 
Houston, will close by September. Next 
door, Methodist Clear Lake Hospital will 
take advantage of the closing by demolish-
ing the restaurant to make room for a more 
visible entrance to improve hospital access 
as the campus begins expansion in August. 
281-333-1598. www.fuddruckers.com

 COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE

News or questions about the Bay Area? 
Email us at baynews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT— ANNIVERSARIES

  A 

Clear Lake CrossFit, 500 W. NASA Parkway, Webster, will celebrate its 10-year an-
niversary in August. The business will hold a community workout Aug. 10 at 8 a.m. to 
celebrate. Attendees do not have to be a member of the gym to participate. The event 
includes raffl es and membership deals. 281-898-0214. www.clearlakecrossfi t.com

Member

© Copyright 2019 Texas Citizens Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 

TexasCitizensBank.com | 713.948.5700The Independent, Locally Owned Alternative 
For Owner Managed Businesses

Texas Citizens Bank

Deposits Business 
Loans

Treasury 
Management

Business 
Services

Accounts Receivable 
Purchase

We Give Business Owners More Options.
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LEAGUE CITY 
1615 LEAGUE CITY PKWY., STE. 300

KATY
430 S. MASON RD., STE. 101

PEARLAND
2950 CULLEN PKWY., STE. 102

SUGAR LAND
1235 LAKE POINTE PKWY., STE. 200

MEDICAL
PSORIASIS
ECZEMA
ROSACEA
ACNE
ANY SKIN CONDITIONS 
INCLUDING SKIN 
CANCERS

COSMETIC
ALL INJECTABLES
FILLERS
BOTOX®

LASER TREATMENTS 
INCLUDING LASER HAIR 
REMOVAL
SCLEROTHERAPY
COOLSCULPTING®

PURE PRP® PLUS

SURGICAL
SKIN CANCER EXCISIONS 
(MOHS)
BENIGN EXCISIONS
CYST REMOVAL
OTHER MINOR SKIN 
SURGERIES

We specialize in comprehensive Medical, Cosmetic and Surgical dermatology for patients of all ages!

NOW
OPEN!

Good skin care can improve your looks.

ADVANCED skin care can save your life.

Same day, evening and Saturday appointments are now available!

281.665.4444
A D V A N C E D D E R M A T O L O G Y M D . C O M

Same day and evening appointments 
available at all of our locations.
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AUGUST

10AT TE ND A VO LU NTE E R
BA Z A A R

This event will connect local nonprofi ts 

with residents interested in volunteering. 

Organizations will share their needs with 

the community, and potential volunteers 

can learn how to help give back to the 

community. Over 20 area nonprofi ts—in-

cluding Gulf Coast Big Brothers Big Sisters, 

Galveston County Food Bank and more—

will participate and offer several causes and 

projects residents can help with. The Helen 

Hall Library-hosted event also includes 

refreshments and prizes. All ages welcome. 

Noon-3 p.m. Free. League City Civic Center 

Ballroom, 400 W. Walker St., League City. 

281-554-1111. www.leaguecity.com/3146/

helen-hall-library

12ENJOY A FAMILY DAY AT
KEMAH BOARDWALK

Aug. 12 is the last Kid Krazy Monday of 

the summer at the Kemah Boardwalk. The 

event gives coupons to children who go 

to the boardwalk with at least one adult. 

Children who go receive a discounted meal 

and half off an all-day ride pass with the pur-

chase of a full-price pass. All ages welcome. 

10:30 a.m.-10 p.m. $34.50 (one full-price 

adult all-day ride pass and one discounted 

children’s pass). Kemah Boardwalk, 215 

Kipp Ave., Kemah. 877-285-3624.

www.kemahboardwalk.com 

13SHARE INPUT ON LEAGUE 
CITY’S BUDGET

League City residents can attend the fi rst 

public hearing on the city’s proposed 

fi scal year 2019-20 budget. The prelimi-

nary budget calls for $141.37 million for 

operations and $110.85 million for capital 

projects, including drainage and traffi c 

projects voters approved in May. A tax 

rate of $0.55 per $100 valuation has been 

proposed. 6 p.m. Free. League City City 

Council Chambers, 200 W. Walker St., 

League City. www.leaguecity.com

14LE A RN MO RE A BOUT
3D PR INTIN G

Local business re:3D will share 3D-printing 

tips and tricks during a class. Attendees can 

learn how to improve 3D-printing workfl ow 

and more successfully print fi rst layers, 

small features and more. The course is open 

to all but geared more toward those with 

basic or intermediate 3D-printing experi-

ence. Advanced registration required. Age 

8 and up. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. re:3D, 1100 

Hercules Ave., Houston.

512-730-0033. www.re3d.org

14THROUG H 28
H O NE YOU R WR ITIN G 

S K ILL S
The Helen Hall Library hosts a writers 

club the second and fourth Wednesday 

of the month. Attendees can pen stories 

based on writing prompts and share 

their writings and ideas in a welcoming 

environment. All ages welcome. 6-7 p.m. 

Free. Helen Hall Library, 100 W. Walker 

St., League City. 281-554-1111. www.

leaguecity.com/3146/helen-hall-library

15C HECK OUT A DA RK M E TA L 
BA ND

Hardcore metal band Dead Girls Academy 

will play live music at Scout Bar. The band 

is the result of frontman Michael Orlan-

do, who disbanded his previous group 

Vampires Everywhere! to start Dead Girls 

Academy, which features a dark and broody 

aesthetic. All ages welcome. 7 p.m. $11 

(advance), $14 (at door), $40 (VIP table for 

four, does not include general admission). 

Scout Bar, 18307 Egret Bay Blvd., Houston. 

281-335-0002. www.scoutbar.com

16WATCH ‘ THE M A R TI A N’ AT 
THE S PACE CE NTE R

Space Center Houston will host a screen-

ing of the 2015 science fi ction fi lm “The 

Martian,” featuring Matt Damon, who 

plays an astronaut stranded on Mars as 

NASA fi ghts to rescue him. See a movie 

about Mars exploration next door to the 

Johnson Space Center as NASA readies to 

return to the moon and eventually the red 

planet for the fi rst time. All ages welcome. 

7 p.m. $8 (public), $5 (members). Space 

Center Houston, 1601 E. NASA Parkway, 

Houston. 281-244-2100.

www.spacecenter.org

21WATCH SA ILBOAT R ACE S
On Wednesdays, residents gath-

er at Villa Capri on Clear Lake to watch 

sailboat races pass by. The restaurant and 

banquet facility is a waterfront property 

with views of Clear Lake. Sailboat-watch-

ing events are also available Aug. 28 and 

Sept. 4. All ages welcome. 6-8 p.m. Free. 

713 NASA Parkway, Seabrook.

281-326-2373.

22LE A RN A BOUT THE QU R A N
Women interested in the Islamic 

faith can attend Quran for Beginners for 

Sisters. This class, taught every Thursday, 

introduces women who are just learning 

how to read the Quran, the Muslim holy 

book. No babysitting is provided. 6-7 p.m. 

Free. Clear Lake Islamic Center, 17511 El 

Camino Real, Houston. 281-480-3325. 

www.themasjid.org

22E N JOY A WINE DINNE R
South Shore Harbour Resort 

hosts bimonthly festive dinners that 

showcase both local and exotic wines. 

Residents can kick off a relaxing week-

end early with a wine dinner. Age 21 and 

up. 7-10 p.m. $89. South Shore Harbour 

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition.
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.
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GO TO A CRAFT BEER FEST
MOODY GARDENS HOTEL
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HEAR LIVE MUSIC
T-BONE TOM’S

AUG.
09

Jerry Diaz & Hanna’s Reef will play live music 
at T-Bone Tom’s. The Texas beach music band 
includes inspiration from country, calypso, pop and 
rock and covers Jimmy Buffett, The Beach Boys and 
more. 7-11 p.m. Free. T-Bone Tom’s, 707 Hwy. 146, 
Kemah. 281-334-2133. www.tbonetoms.com

Residents can shop dozens of vendors selling 
handcrafted and artisan goods at specialty shops 
and rummage sales. All ages welcome. Noon-
4 p.m. Free. Pasadena Fairgrounds Open Air BBQ 
Pavilion, 7601 Red Bluff Road, Pasadena.
936-463-8049. www.texastradedays.com

Beer afi cionados can attend the Brewmasters Craft Beer Festival. 
Sample world beers, meet industry experts and more. Ages vary 
by event. 7-10 p.m. (Fri.), 2-6:30 p.m. (Sat.), 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
(Sun.). $25-$85 depending on event. Moody Gardens Hotel & 
Convention Center, 7 Hope Blvd., Galveston.
www.brewmastersbeerfest.com

COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE

Resort & Conference Center, 2500 South 

Shore Blvd., League City. 281-334-1000. 

www.sshr.com

24M E E T A FO OTBA LL S TA R
Former professional football 

running back Emmitt Smith will be at a 

meet and greet at the Baybrook Mall. 

Smith played for the Dallas Cowboys and 

Arizona Cardinals and became the NFL’s 

all-time leading rusher during his 15-year 

career in the 1990s and 2000s. All ages 

welcome. 2-3:30 p.m. $150-$225. Fiter-

man Sports Group, 700 Baybrook Mall 

Drive, Friendswood. 832-775-4504.

www.fi termansports.com

29LE A RN A BOUT BA BY C A RE
Kelsey-Seybold will host an event 

preparing soon-to-be parents for caring 

for newborn babies. The clinic will include 

information on labor and delivery, breast-

feeding, postpartum support and more. 

The event includes dinner and discussions 

with doctors. Attendees will receive a 

gift bag and be entered into a door prize 

drawing. 6 p.m. $10 (individual), $15 

(couple), free (Kelsey-Seybold patients). 

Kelsey-Seybold Clear Lake Clinic, 1010 

S. Ponds Drive, Webster. 713-442-4300. 

www.kelsey-seybold.eventbrite.com

SEPTEMBER

04S IP S OM E
COM PLIM E NTA RY WINE

The fi rst Wednesday of each month, The 

Boldthouse in Seabrook hosts a compli-

mentary wine-tasting event. It will include 

snacks and live music on the patio from 

jazz band Diminished Capacity. The busi-

ness will hold happy hour specials all day. 

Age 21 and up. 6-9 p.m. Free. The Boldt-

house, 2234 E. NASA Parkway, Seabrook. 

281-942-9776. www.theboldthouse.com
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
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COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE AND ANNA DEMBOWSKI

  1   Park Avenue reconstruction

The contractor fi nished pouring the 
southbound lanes and creating on-street 
parking in late June. The contractor has also 
redirected traffi c so vehicles drive on the 
new section of road while the northbound 
lanes are removed. When complete, the road 
will have 33 on-street parking spaces from 
FM 518 to Wilkins Street. The contractor will 
remove power lines last to minimize service 
disruption for customers. The project’s full 
scope includes widening the roadway and 

ONGOING PROJECTS reconstructing it from asphalt to concrete 
curb and gutter.

Timeline: February-August

Cost: $1.05 million

Funding sources: Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Program ($591,000), 
League City ($459,000)

  2   Dickinson  Avenue reconstruction

The contractor has begun driveway work 
on the project’s south end and has installed 
most of the roadway between Hwy. 96 and 
FM 646. Traffi c has been permitted on one 
lane of the new pavement in anticipation of 

the driveway tie-ins. When complete, about 
2.5 miles of Dickinson Avenue will be recon-
structed to a two-lane street with curb and 
gutter to better accommodate drainage.

Timeline: January 2019-January 2020

Cost: $7 million

Funding sources: Galveston County ($6 
million), city of League City ($1 million)

UPCOMING PROJECTS
  3   Ervin connector construction

This new arterial roadway will connect Calder 
Drive to the new Hobbs Road extension 
to the south. The street will provide better ac-
cessibility for neighboring communities and 
future development. City staff has complet-
ed the project’s design and is now acquiring 
the right of way.

Timeline: fall 2019-fall 2020

Cost: $5.83 million

Funding source: city of League City

  4   El Dorado widening

This 1.7-mile stretch of road from Clear 
Lake City Boulevard to Horsepen Bayou will 
expand from a two-lane to four-lane street 
with a median in between. A 10-foot-wide 
bike trail will be built on the road’s west side. 
The project will begin with the relocation of 
existing power poles.

Timeline: September 2019-March 2021

Cost: $4.6 million

Funding source: Harris County ($3.1 mil-
lion), city of Houston ($1.5 million)

  5   Red Bluff Road widening

About 1.5 miles of Red Bluff Road be-
tween Hwy. 146 and Kirby Boulevard will 
be widened from three lanes to fi ve. The 
existing road will be converted to one-way 
westbound traffi c, and two new one-way 
eastbound lanes will be constructed. A new 
bridge over Taylor Lake will also be built 
south of the existing one.

Timeline: construction starts fall 2019

Cost: $20 million

Funding source: Texas Department of 
Transportation ($16.7 million), Harris Coun-
ty ($3.3 million)

All information on this page was updated as of 
7/9/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at baynews@communityimpact.com.

HOW IT WORKS

FM road designations 
have pre-WWII roots
In unincorporated areas of Texas coun-
ties and less developed parts of cities, 
drivers may notice unconventional 
designations for roadways. Instead of 
highway, street, road, avenue or park-
way, roads in these areas often have a 
FM—or farm-to-market—designation.  

In the years before and after World War 
II, these secondary roads were of great 
importance to rural travelers, according 
to a U.S. Department of the Interior 
study, “Historic Road Infrastructure of 
Texas, 1866-1965.” 

The development of FM roads was inte-
gral to providing transport of farm and 
ranch produce to market, ensuring reg-
ular mail delivery service, and providing 
access to schools, medical care, church 
and social gatherings. 

The fi rst “feeder” roads—which served 
as precursors to the FM road sys-
tem—were constructed in the 1930s 
using Works Progress Administration 
funding following President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s New Deal. By the 1960s, 
Texas’ secondary road network was 
recognized as the most developed rural 
highway network in the country.
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Commission votes on it in August,” 
TxDOT spokeswoman Veronica Beyer 
wrote in an email.

The League City City Council on 
July 9 passed a resolution urging the 
TTC, which governs TxDOT, to include 
Segment B in TxDOT’s UTP and com-
plete a tra�  c study, land acquisition, 
design and construction. The Gal-
veston County Commissioners Court, 
BAHEP and other entities around 
Houston have also encouraged the 
development of the parkway.

“There is no doubt in my mind that 
these delays will negatively a� ect 
mobility and will sti� e commerce and 
economic development. More impor-
tantly, however, the delays will put 
the citizens of Galveston, Brazoria and 
Fort Bend counties at greater risk as 
they attempt to evacuate from future 

hurricanes that will strike the upper 
Texas Gulf Coast,” Mitchell wrote in a 
letter to Peter Smith, TxDOT’s trans-
portation planning and programming 
director.

State legislators have also spoken 
out in favor of convincing TxDOT to 
keep the project, which has been in 
discussion since the 1960s, on the 
books. During evacuations, it is nearly 
impossible for Bay Area residents to 
move west away from storms and hur-
ricanes, and the Grand Parkway would 
help alleviate that, said state Sen. Larry 
Taylor, R-Friendswood.

Taylor later said in a Facebook post 
he has been working with the TTC and 
is con� dent the segments will remain 
in the UTP.

State Rep. Mary Ann Perez, D-Hous-
ton, said the Grand Parkway is 

necessary in areas containing the Port 
of Houston and petrochemical plants 
to improve transportation. She also 
encouraged residents to contact TxDOT.

“That’s the best defense we have. 
Drive them crazy,” she said. 

Galveston County Judge Mark Henry 
also encouraged residents to urge 
TxDOT to include the segments in the 
UTP. Delaying the projects would hurt 
the county, especially considering the 
risk during storms, he said.

Residents can submit comments at 
www.txdot.gov; in person at TxDOT’s 
local district o�  ces; by email at tpp_
utp@txdot.gov; by phone at 800-687-
8108; or by mailing Texas Department 
of Transportation, attn: Peter Smith, 
P.O. Box 149217, Austin, TX 78714.

Residents have until Aug. 12 to sub-
mit public comments.

TRANSPORTATION

Economic development and city 
o�  cials were surprised and disap-
pointed to learn the Texas Department 
of Transportation as of mid-July has 
proposed removing Segments B-C and 
projects associated with Segment D 
of the Grand Parkway from its 10-year 
plan to guide transportation projects, 
a move that would at least delay the 
projects.

The Grand Parkway, or Hwy. 99, is 
the partially built “third loop” through 
several counties around Houston. 
Segment D runs from I-10 to Hwy. 59, 
Segment C would run from Hwy. 59 to 
Hwy. 288, and Segment B would run 
from Hwy. 288 to I-45.

Segment D is already constructed, 
but TxDOT had plans to widen that 
portion of the Grand Parkway from 
four to six lanes starting around 2025. 
Interchanges, direct connectors and 
other work associated with Segment 
D are also in jeopardy, according to 
TxDOT documents.

Segment A, which is not poised for 
removal, would run through League 
City from I-45 to Hwy. 146, which 
heads north to link up with other 
portions of the Grand Parkway. How-
ever, despite being on Grand Parkway 
maps, Segment A has not been consid-
ered a “viable project” for some time, 
according to TxDOT’s website.

TxDOT’s dra�  2020 Uni� ed Trans-
portation Program will guide what 
transportation projects it develops 
over the next decade. The dra�  
includes removal of toll road projects, 
including the $1.28 billion Segments 
B-D of the Grand Parkway.

“This has caught all of us by com-
plete surprise,” wrote Bob Mitchell, 
president of the Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership. “O�  cials with 
the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion declined to comment about the 
rationale behind the move, only say-
ing the public still has the opportunity 
to comment before an Aug. 29 vote.”

TxDOT did not provide to Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper comment as to 
why the segments are being consid-
ered for removal from the UTP.

“TxDOT’s proposed 10-year proj-
ect plan for 2020 is currently in the 
public comment phase. This means 
it is still being discussed, and the 
public has the opportunity to provide 
input before the Texas Transportation 

BY JAKE MAGEE

TxDOT considers removing Grand Parkway segments from development plan

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER
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The Texas Department of Transportation is considering 
removing the construction of Segments B-C and projects 
associated with the constructed Segment D from its 10-
year plan to guide future transportation projects.

City leaders, economic 
development offi cials, state 
legislators and others have 
encouraged residents to 
contact TxDOT in support of 
keeping the Grand Parkway in 
its 10-year plan. Residents can 
contact TxDOT several ways.

Email tpp_utp@txdot.gov.

Submit comments online 
at www.txdot.gov.

Call 800-687-8108.

Send a letter to TxDOT, 
attn: Peter Smith, P.O. Box 
149217, Austin, TX 78714.

Visit TxDOT’s local district 
offi ces.

Road widening, interchanges, direct connectors

Initial construction Previously deemed unviable

PROJECTS IN JEOPARDY
The total cost of Grand Parkway 
projects proposed for removal 
from TxDOT's 10-year plan $1.28 BILLION 
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variance for work to resume, and the 
contractors had mostly caught up 
until recent rain again slowed con-
struction down, Morrow and Branch 
said.

Contractors are in the process of 
tying the � rst two phases together 
so stormwater drains from Phase 
2 to Phase 1. Trails will be con-
structed a� er, Morrow said.

Another snag is Phase 3 has now 
been split into two subphases: 3A 
and 3B.

The Harris County Flood Control 
District worried the project would 
cause one of its drainage ditches 
that goes from Hwy. 3 east to Phase 
3 to back up and cause � ooding 
outside the CLCWA’s jurisdiction. 
The CLCWA conducted hydrology 
reports and special engineering to 
ensure the phase would not a� ect 
other entities’ drainage, but the 
HCFCD required the phase be split 
and worked on one part at a time as a 
precaution, Branch said.

Phase 3A, which is south of the 
HCFCD drainage ditch, was set to start 
as of early July but has been delayed, 
likely to September. The CLCWA only 
recently acquired the work permits it 
requested in February and now has to 
rebid the project because it took lon-
ger than expected to get the permits, 
Branch said.

“The city of Houston is very large. It 
takes a long time to get permits turned 
around,” he said.

Phase 4 is in � nal design and 
review. Contractors will likely begin 
on that phase in the fall, Morrow 
said. The phase includes a $500,000 

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
grant for hike and bike trails, and the 
CLCWA must wait for that money to 
be available before work can begin, 
Branch said.

Phase 3B, which is north of the 
ditch, will likely be done at the same 
time as Phase 5, which is being 
used to house the project’s tree and 
wetland nurseries. Nonpro� t Trees 
for Houston has donated 1,000 trees 
to the nursery, which the authority is 
using to � ll completed phases with 
greenery. Phase 1 has about 750 trees 
from the nursery and will have 900-
950 when complete, Branch said.

The wetland nursery is growing 
plants that the CLCWA will place in 

the detention pond to help clean and 
improve the quality of stormwater that 
passes through it, Morrow said.

It will take about a year to fully 
plant each phase a� er completion 
because it is done entirely by volun-
teers, Branch said.

“We’re up to 9,000 volunteer hours 
now,” he said. “That is fantastic, and 
that’s what we really wanted is to get 
the community involved.”

Not all phases have been bid, but it 
is expected the � nal project will cost 
about $38 million, including buy-
ing property, digging, terracing and 
landscaping. Trails, which are being 
funded entirely through grants, are 
not included in that total, Branch said.

DEVELOPMENT

Despite hiccups, Exploration Green 
project on track for 2021 completion

A couple snags and the weather 
have delayed the construction of 
Exploration Green, but the project is 
making good progress, Clear Lake City 
Water Authority o�  cials said.

Originally, o�  cials expected the 
project would � nish in late 2021. That 
changed to late 2020 as of early 2019.

“The projects we’ve been able to 
do have been going faster than we 
thought,” CLCWA President John 
Branch said.

However, other delays have pushed 
the project completion date back to 
early to mid-2021, he said.

Exploration Green is a former golf 
course located between El Camino 
Real, Bay Area Boulevard and Space 
Center Boulevard that the CLCWA is 
turning into a detention pond. Once 
fully built, the pond will hold 500 mil-
lion gallons of stormwater, protecting 
an estimated 2,000-3,000 homes from 
� ooding. The project includes tree and 
wetland nurseries that will be used to 
� ll Exploration Green with plants and 
wildlife as it is constructed.

Phase 1 is complete, and residents 
are using its trails regularly. Phase 
2, which was originally estimated to 
be � nished this spring, is about 70% 
complete and expected to be complete 
by late summer, CLCWA General Man-
ager Jennifer Morrow said.

Phase 2 fell behind schedule when 
the Houston Airport System ordered 
work to halt in September because it 
was discovered the project violated 
city ordinance by being too close to 
Ellington Airport. The Airport Board 
of Adjustment granted the project a 

BY JAKE MAGEE

SOURCE: CLEAR LAKE CITY WATER AUTHORITY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Exploration Green phases are split geographically and include excavation of detention 
ponds, landscaping, tree planting and trail creation. The Harris County Flood Control 
District required Phase 3 be split into two subphases so as to not affect HCFCD 
drainage ditches that cut through the phase.

HCFCD drainage ditches
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1002 Gemini Suite 116B Houston, TX. 77058 | Kathleen@essentialhospice.com

Are you interested in being rewarded by helping others?
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Unity Hospice is looking for caring individuals to help our patients. 

CALL 281-967-7791
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At MD Anderson Cancer Center, we are dedicated to one thing: ending cancer. This singular purpose is why we are 
the nation’s leader in cancer care. From prevention and accurate diagnosis to personalized treatment and innovative 

clinical trials, our cancer experts are giving patients like Bob Harris every chance for the best possible outcome.
Choose MD Anderson first. Call 713-745-9940 or visit FindYourMDAnderson.com.

Bob Harris  |   Cancer Survivor

Ranked number one in the 
nation for cancer care by 
U.S. News & World Report.

“Cancer, our mission is to end you”

LEAGUE CITY   |   SUGAR LAND   |   TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER   |   THE WOODLANDS   |   WEST HOUSTON
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the I-45 southbound overpass 
at FM 646. Phase 2 should be 
complete by next summer, 
TxDOT Public Information 
O�  cer Danny Perez wrote in 
an email to Community Impact 
Newspaper.

During the months of work, 
eastbound FM 646 motorists 
who wanted to cross I-45 had 
to travel south along the I-45 
frontage road, make a U-turn 
at FM 517 and then continue 
east on FM 646. Westbound 
motorists had to travel north 
and make a U-turn at Hwy. 96.

TxDOT o�  cials expected the 
FM 646 closure to last until 
September, but crews � n-
ished the project 2 1/2 months 
early. The contract included a 
$30,000-per-day incentive for 
� nishing early up to a maxi-
mum of 45 days, netting the 
contractor an additional $1.35 
million, Perez wrote.

“With all our projects, our 
goal is to � nish sooner [rather] 

TRANSPORTATION

I-45 and FM 646 intersection flip finishes early
A major I-45 project has 

reached substantial comple-
tion months ahead of schedule 
as the Texas Department of 
Transportation continues to 
widen the interstate all the way 
to Galveston.

In late June, TxDOT opened 
FM 646 to east-west tra�  c at 
I-45. It had been closed since 
March 1 as crews demolished 
the FM 646 overpass to � ip the 
intersection so I-45 passes over 
instead of under FM 646. I-45 
lanes remained open during 
the work, though there were 
lane shi� s to accommodate 
demolition.

Crews have also � nished 
constructing the new north-
bound I-45 main lanes over 
FM 646, � nishing Phase 1 of 
the project. Northbound and 
southbound tra�  c share the 
northbound I-45 overpass as 
crews start Phase 2, which 
includes the construction of 

BY JAKE MAGEE

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

than later to minimize the 
impacts on the traveling pub-
lic,” he wrote.

Other work at the intersec-
tion still needs to be complete, 
including reconstructing the 
curved access roads from the 
I-45 frontage roads to FM 646, 
reconstructing U-turns along 
FM 646 under the I-45 bridge, 
and creating a detention pond 
at the southwest side of the 
intersection, Perez wrote.

The intersection � ip is part 
of one of several projects 
to widen I-45 in Galveston 
County.

The $121.7 million project 
to widen I-45 to eight lanes 
between FM 518 and FM 517 
began in November 2016 and is 
expected to � nish in early 2021. 
Crews are widening I-45 to 10 
lanes between NASA Parkway 
and FM 518, a $99.8 million 
project that began in May 2017 
and is expected to � nish in fall 
2021. Crews are also widening 

I-45 between FM 517 and FM 
1764, a $230.5 million project 
expected to � nish by fall 2022, 
according to TxDOT docu-
ments.

There are four other I-45 wid-
ening projects farther south 
totaling $428 million that 
will start anywhere between 
August and April 2022.
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The Texas Department of 
Transportation has several 
I-45 widening projects in 
progress or planned between 
NASA Parkway and Galveston.

In progress Planned NASA 1 to FM 518
Cost: $99.8 million
Completion date: fall 2021

FM 518 to FM 517
Cost: $121.7 million
Completion date: early 2021

FM 517 to FM 1764
Cost: $230.5 million
Completion date: fall 2022

FM 1764 to FM 519
Cost: $133 million
Start date: August 2019

FM 519 to Texas City Wye
Cost: $96.1 million
Start date: September 2020

Texas City Wye to 
Galveston Causeway
Cost: $95 million
Start date: September 2020

Galveston Causeway to 
61st Street
Cost: $104 million
Start date: April 2022
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HOW TO SELL 
YOUR HOME

SPECIAL PRESENTATION  
FEATURING 

MARI BEREND,  
SENIOR REAL ESTATE AGENT

4-5 p.m
p

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

Located just 25 minutes from Galveston, Orchard 
Park at Victory Lakes is a warm and welcoming 
community filled with energy, activity and 
compassionate, around-the-clock care. Come have 
lunch on Northstar, enjoy a personal tour and 
learn more about how you can design your savings 
package worth up to $3,000! *restrictions apply.

SCHEDULE YOUR LUNCH & TOUR TODAY AT:

(281) 369-4707
OrchardParkatVictoryLakes.com

 THE BENEFITS OF USING 

A SENIOR REAL ESTATE 
SPECIALIST
Orchard Park at Victory Lakes, your home for exceptional  
Assisted Living and Memory Care, is now under the 
management of one of the industry’s most dependable and 
trusted names, Northstar Senior Living. 
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CITY & COUNTY

League City city manager meets several goals, 
earns raise in annual performance evaluation

New Harris County flood plain rules draw support, 
concern over increased costs for development

 LEAGUE CITY  League City City Coun-
cil voted unanimously July 9 to give 
City Manager John Baumgartner a 
3.68% raise. Baumgartner’s new sal-
ary is $220,000. His previous salary 
was about $212,200.

Mayor Pat Hallisey said Baumgart-
ner met 21 of his 24 council-set goals 
for 2018-19, which were based on 
the eight critical success factors of 
the city’s strategic plan—including 
developing and maintaining infra-
structure, keeping the city finan-
cially sustainable, making League 
City a safe and desirable community, 
building quality community ameni-
ties, having a committed workforce, 
engaging residents, promoting 
economic development and tourism, 
and having a quality environment.

Hallisey said the council agrees 
Baumgartner is doing a great job. 
He has reduced turnover from 30% 
to less than 5%, which the council 
attributes to Baumgartner’s good 

leadership. City staff has received 
a 3% raise, but the council gave 
Baumgartner a higher raise because 
it believes he is doing exceptionally 
well, Hallisey said.

Some of Baumgartner’s goals for 
2018-19 included getting residents 
more involved with city processes, 
such as the many community 
engagement meetings the city hosted 
leading up to the May bond election.

Baumgartner also had goals to 
address traffic and drainage prob-
lems in the city, which led to the 
special election, Director of Commu-
nications and Media Relations Sarah 
Greer Osborne said.

 LEAGUE CITY   Following approval 
of Harris County’s new flood plain 
development regulations July 9, public 
response has been mixed, with some 
supportive of increased flood mit-
igation and others concerned over 
increased building costs.

Harris County Commissioners 
Court unanimously approved tougher 
rules for building in flood plains in 
unincorporated Harris County, based 
on Atlas-14 rainfall data released last 
September. The study, conducted by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, updated Texas’ pre-
cipitation frequency estimates.

The new standards require develop-
ers to build enough detention to offset 
flooding in the 500-year flood plain, 
or areas that have a 0.2% chance of 
flooding in a given year. Previously, 
county requirements only covered the 
100-year flood plain, or areas with a 
1% chance of flooding in a given year.

“I’m very pleased that the county 

and flood control [district] are moving 
in the direction that they are,” said 
Jim Robertson, a board director on the 
Cypress Creek Flood Control Coalition.

Meanwhile, several Houston-area 
organizations have urged commission-
ers court to delay adopting the new 
development regulations to consider 
development costs.

“We understand the need to further 
mitigate future flooding concerns … 
[but] the costs that will be incurred by 
development will outweigh the ben-
efits,” Houston Northwest Chamber 
of Commerce President Bobby Lieb 
said. “It’s going to increase the cost of 
development.”

League 
City City 

Manager John Baumgartner’s new 
salary

NUMBER TO KNOW

$220,000 
“IT’S GOING TO INCREASE THE 
COST OF DEVELOPMENT.”

— HOUSTON NORTHWEST CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE PRESIDENT BOBBY LIEB ON NEW 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS FOR FLOOD 
PLAINS

QUOTE OF NOTE

Bringing our design to your homesite

Receive a 
Free 

Build 
Estimate 

and 
 $10,000 

Decorator 
Allowance 
between June 1 

and September 30, 2019

With David Weekley’s Build on Your Lot program, you’ll enjoy the best of both  
worlds – a new, energy-efficient home in a location you know and love, plus:

Make the home of your dreams a reality by contacting  713-574-5048

More than 40 years 
of experience from 
the nation’s largest 

private home builder

Hundreds of floor plans 
to choose from and 

personalize to blend seamlessly  
with the neighborhood

Locked-in pricing 
before construction 
begins so there are 

no financial surprises

DavidWeekleyHomes.com

Build on Your Lot

FROM THE GREATER HOUSTON  
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION! 

Builder  
OF THE Year

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Not valid on previously written contracts. Build Estimate and $10,000 Decorator Allowance offer only valid for Homebuyers who purchase a David Weekley Build on Your Lot home in the Houston area between June 1, 2019, and 
September 30, 2019. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer must be presented to Sales Consultant prior to the signing of the contract. Decorator Selections must be made through the David Weekley Homes’ Design Center in Houston, TX. Homebuyer must pay for any Decorator 
Selections in excess of the incentive amount. Value of Build Estimate and Decorator Allowance not to exceed $12,500. David Weekley Homes reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes 
or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2019 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA108746)
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Environmental experts share insight on 
petrochemical fire, barge collision disasters

League City City Council amends FY 2018-19 
budget, readies FY 2019-2020 budget planning

 LEAGUE CITY  Environmental groups 
called for greater communication 
and transparency during environ-
mental disasters and stricter regula-
tions for related industries during a 
pollution forum June 25.

Officials from Harris County Pol-
lution Control Services, Air Alliance 
Houston, Galveston Bay Foundation, 
Environmental Defense Fund and 
more gathered at the Bay Area Com-
munity Center in Clear Lake Park, 
Seabrook, for a forum to discuss 
recent environmental disasters and 
their effects on the environment.

In March, a tank of chemicals 
at Intercontinental Terminals Co. 
caught on fire and took several days 
to extinguish. The blaze and foam 
firefighters used both released harm-
ful chemicals into the environment, 
experts said.

In May, two barges collided in the 
Houston Ship Channel near Bayport, 
spilling 378,000 gallons of gasoline 
in Galveston Bay, officials said.

During the events, there was a 
lack of information to residents and 
between first responders about what 

chemicals were involved and the 
threat posed to the public, Houston 
Chronicle environmental reporter 
Perla Treviso said.

Experts said Harris County, the 
Texas Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality and other entities must 
establish better lines of commu-
nication and allow the public to 
know about environmental disasters 
sooner so they can properly respond. 
Many residents were told there was 
nothing to worry about during the 
ITC fire while they were suffering 
from symptoms of exposure to the 
harmful chemical benzene—includ-
ing headaches and nausea—leading 
to confusion, Air Alliance Houston 
board member Lucy Randel said.

 LEAGUE CITY  League City City Coun-
cil on July 9 amended the city’s fiscal 
year 2018-19 budget and prepared to 
create its fiscal year 2019-20 budget.

Under the ordinance council 
passed, there is a net increase of 
$210,000 to the city’s general fund 
budget and $50,000 to the public 
access channel budget for the FY 
2018-19 budget.

The $210,000 increase comes 
from the purchase of a new alerting 
system at fire stations Nos. 1-5.

The city’s public access chan-
nel also will see a $50,000 budget 
increase for FY 2018-19.

About $30,000 will be used for 
equipment for the city’s livestream-
ing studio and a golf cart staff can 
use to transport heavy equipment 
to special events, such as public 
holiday celebrations. About $15,000 
of the public access channel budget 
increase is related to cubicle and 
electrical to move employees to a 

new workspace, and the remaining 
$5,000 is to buy two new computers 
to replace failing ones, Budget and 
Project Management Director Angie 
Steelman said. 

Other budget increases were offset 
by decreases in the same amount, 
resulting in net-zero changes, 
according to city documents.

There will be a FY 2019-20 budget 
public hearing Aug. 13 with a first 
reading Aug. 27 and a final reading 
Sept. 10.

Aug. 13 at 6 p.m.: budget public 
hearing at 200 W. Walker St., League 
City

Aug. 27 at 6 p.m.: first reading of 
budget at 200 W. Walker St., League 
City

Sept. 10 at 6 p.m.: second and final 
reading of budget at 200 W. Walker 
St., League City

FY 2019-20 BUDGET DATES

League City City Council,
200 W. Walker St., League City
Next meetings: Aug. 13 and 27 at
6 p.m.

Harris County Commissioners 
Court, 1001 Preston St., Houston
Next meetings: Aug. 13 and 27 at
10 a.m.

MEETINGS

Why wait another day to find the 
solution for your joint pain? 

Call our Joint Solutions Center today 

833-44-JOINT 
or visit 
HPHjoint.com

That Pain...
DOESN’T HAVE TO WAIT

At Houston Physicians’ Hospital, we take joint care 
seriously. In fact, it is the first and only 

facility in Houston to earn Hip and Knee 
Replacement Certification from DNV.

Proud to be physician owned. Houston Physicians’ Hospital complies with applicable Federal civil 
rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability or 
sex. Houston Physicians’ Hospital cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y 

no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo.

Find a Doctor: 1-833-44 JOINT
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Drive Home a Great Rate 
on a Car, Truck, or Boat Loan.

* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. All loans subject to credit approval. Normal underwriting guidelines apply. Quoted loan 
rate based on a 36-month term, top-tier credit, and includes ¼% discount valid when payments are auto debited from a 

Moody Bank account. Rates will vary based on your credit score. Offer effective as of 6/20/2019. All terms, rates and 
conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply.

MEMBER FDIC

www.MoodyBank.com

New or Used Vehicles | Flexible Terms | Fast, Easy Approvals
Apply online now at MoodyBank.com/Auto,

call us at 855.259.8075 or visit your closest Moody Bank banking center.

New or Used Vehicles | Flexible Terms | Fast, Easy Approvals

RATES AS LOW AS 

APR3.00%*

NAVIGATING
YOUR FUTURE!

•	Meet	with	representatives	from	
admissions	and	financial	aid	to	help	
with	enrollment.

•	Learn	about	scholarships	from	the	
San	Jacinto	College	Foundation.

•	Meet	with	faculty	to	help	set	up	USCG	
physical/drug	testing	and	TWIC	
appointment	for	getting	your	Merchant	
Mariner	credential.

www.sanjac.edu/maritime
An Equal Opportunity Institution

3700 Old Hwy 146, La Porte, TX 77571

For more information or to RSVP, 
email SanJacinto.Maritime@sjcd.edu 

or call 281-459-5483.

INFORMATION SESSIONS

TUESDAY, AUG. 13
Session	One:	1	p.m.		|		Session	Two:	2:30	p.m.

Everything	you	need	to	
enroll	in	the	maritime	

associate	degree	program.
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EDUCATION BRIEFS News from Clear Creek ISD COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE 

Clear Creek ISD readies for new strategic plan
 CLEAR CREEK ISD  The CCISD board of 
trustees heard a status report June 24 
of the district’s 2014-19 strategic plan 
in preparation for its third five-year 
strategic plan.

In September 2013, a 29-member 
planning team met with the Cam-
brian Group, a school strategic plan-
ning firm, to create the foundation of 
CCISD’s strategic plan. The district 
then invited parents and CCISD res-
idents to help develop action plans 
to support the strategic plan’s seven 
strategies. Over 200 residents signed 
up to help, said Steven Ebell, CCISD’s 
deputy superintendent of curriculum 
and instruction.

The district hosted 11 action plan 
meetings, after which the board 
approved the strategic plan on May 
19, 2014. The community came up 
with 31 action plans to support the 
plan’s seven strategies, which include 
inspiring learning, providing student 
support, ensuring safety and more, 
Ebell said.

In 2017, the district combined seven 
of the 31 action plans with others, 

and 11 more have been completed 
since 2014, leaving 13 that will be 
worked on through the end of 2020, 
Ebell said.

Ebell shared with the board success 
stories for each strategy, including 
the growth of the district’s The Leader 
in Me program, an uptick in safety 
volunteers, the expansion of STEM 
programs and more.

The strategic plan exists to align 
every faculty member, student, 
parent and campus to the same goals 
and beliefs, allowing for greater 
achievement and growth, Ebell said.

Strategic planning team volunteers 
will develop action plans Septem-
ber-November. The board will adopt 
the district’s and campuses’ strategic 
plans by August 2020, Ebell said.

“There’s a lot of work that’s built 
in with this,” he said. “We’re excited 
about this.”

Clear Creek ISD approves record pay raises for 
teachers, bus drivers, substitutes, other positions
 CLEAR CREEK ISD  Starting this fall, 
Clear Creek ISD teachers will see 
record pay increases to bring their 
salaries in line with other Hous-
ton-area school districts, according to 
a CCISD press release.

The CCISD board of trustees unan-
imously approved raises for faculty 
July 22. First-year teachers will see 
a salary increase from $53,600 to 
$55,750.

Those with zero to four years of 
experience will see the same salary 
increase if they have a bachelor’s 
degree. Those with master’s degrees 
will go from $54,600 to $56,784, and 
those with doctorates will see an 
increase from $55,600 to $57,824—all 
4% increases.

Teachers with five or more years 
of experience will get 4.25% raises. 
Bachelor’s degree holders with five 
to nine years of experience will go 
from $56,292 to $58,684. Those with 
master’s degrees will see an increase 
from $57,292 to $59,727, and teachers 

with doctorates will go from $58,292 
to $60,769.

There are additional increases 
ranging from 8.35% to 9.49% at 5, 10, 
15, 20, 25, 30 and 35 years of experi-
ence.

The approved raises also include 
pay rate increases for substitute 
teachers, market adjustments for 
employees in certain positions to 
improve recruitment and reten-
tion, and an across-the-board 3.5% 
increase for all other employees.

“The success of our school dis-
trict is contingent on recruiting and 
retaining a high-quality staff,” Super-
intendent Greg Smith said.

CCISD first-
year teacher 

salary for 2018-19

CCISD first-
year teacher 

salary for 2019-20

NUMBERS TO KNOW

$53,600 

$55,750 Clear Creek ISD board of trustees, 
2425 E. Main St., League City
Next meeting: Aug. 26 at 6 p.m.

MEETINGS
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Love to paddle?

Race will begin and end at Lynn Gripon Park at Countryside and is open to both 
beginners and novice paddlers. Awards given to first place in each category. 

Bring your friends, kayaks, canoes, and paddle  
boards to this fun short marathon event, approximately  

4.5 miles on League City’s Clear Creek.

Saturday
August 17

Lynn Gripon Park 
at Countryside,
100 Alderwood,  

League City 77573

Registration at 9 a.m.
Race starts at 10 a.m.

Awards start at 11:30 a.m.

League City

For questions, please contact Ashley  
at ashley.jackson@leaguecitytx.gov.

Day of registration only.
Fee: $10 per paddler, cash/check only. 
No credit or debit cards accepted.
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Putt-Putt FunHouse

806 E. NASA Parkway, 
Webster

281-333-0579

www.puttputtfunhouse.com

Hours: Sun.-Thu. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m., Fri-Sat. 10 a.m.-11 p.m.
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 E very so o� en, Jim Saxe will sit in the middle of 
Putt-Putt FunHouse and close his eyes. If he 

does not hear screaming and laughter, he knows he is 
doing something wrong.

Fortunately, the business is always � lled with the 
joyful cries of children and their families.

Former teachers Jim and Carol Saxe are the 
husband-and-wife owners of Putt-Putt FunHouse, 
a building in Webster that is as eye-catching on the 
outside as it is colorful and crazy on the inside. Fun-
House is � lled with games, activities and attractions 
designed to give families hours of fun.

The business includes an arcade, laser tag, virtual 
reality video games, a 3D movie theater, mini bowl-
ing, a jungle gym � lled with foam balls, land- and 
water-based bumper cars, and, of course, mini-golf 
courses. The FunHouse also features free attractions 
to give it a funhouse vibe, such as dominoes, an 
8-foot pin art wall, and halls � lled with mirrors that 
children and adults entertain each other with, the 
Saxes said.

“It’s so fun to see the families interact with each 
other,” Carol said.

The Saxes are the FunHouse’s original owners and 
have operated it for 40 years as of June 15. It started as 
a Putt-Putt course Jim decided to build a� er hearing 
complaints from his students that there was nothing 
to do in the Bay Area.

“The only thing to do in all of Clear Lake was there 
was a movie theater,” Jim said. “That stuck in my 
mind.”

In the early years, the couple continued to expand 
the business with other hot attractions. Carol used 
to ask Jim if they would slow down on adding to the 
FunHouse, but the couple still has not stopped.

The FunHouse once had a go kart track that had to 
be removed to make room for the construction of the 
NASA Bypass. It is possible the track could one day 
make a return, and the Saxes are always � nding new 
gimmicks to add to the FunHouse, they said.

“I’m the kind of person [where] when there’s some-
thing new and exciting, I wanted to add it,” Jim said.

Carol said it is important to keep the FunHouse 
fresh.

“As an entertainment business, you have to be up 
with the new trends or you get le�  behind,” she said. 
“I just enjoy just showing di� erent people the di� er-
ent attractions.”

Being former teachers, the Saxes not only have a 
passion for interacting with children but also helping 
the community. The Saxes donate money to Clear 
Creek ISD schools to fund grants for various campus 
projects. They also give Putt-Putt FunHouse coupons 
to schools so teachers can incentivize students to 
perform well, the Saxes said.

But one of the best parts of the job is the love they 
and their many employees have for the work.

“It’s a happy place to work,” Carol said. “People 
are here because they wanna be here.”

BY JAKE MAGEE

Putt-Putt FunHouse
Original owners give Bay Area 
families 4 decades of wild fun
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Putt-Putt FunHouse started as a mini-golf course and 
has since grown into a full entertainment experience.

2 million
ROUNDS OF PUTT-PUTT
GOLF PLAYED

Putt-Putt FunHouse’s bumper cars spin in circles 
when they are hit.

50,000
BIRTHDAY 
PARTIES HOSTED

There are dozens of games to play throughout Putt-Putt FunHouse.

FunHouse
effects

1.3 million
DRINKS SERVED

2,000 
pounds
OF FOOD COLLECTED FOR 
THE HOUSTON FOOD BANK

In 40 years, Putt-Putt Fun-
House has done a lot to bring 
smiles to Bay Area residents.

Those who play in the arcade can earn tickets to trade 
in for dozens of prizes.

10,000
GROUP
EVENTS HOSTED

500,000
PIZZA SLICES
SERVED

There are dozens of games to play throughout Putt-
Putt FunHouse.

“People are here because 
they wanna be here. “

-CAROL SAXE, PUTT-PUTT FUNHOUSE CO-OWNER

Jim and Carol Saxe have owned Putt-Putt FunHouse 
since 1979.
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MODERN
TEEN

STRESSORS

FREE SESSION*

for Parents & Teens

• ANXIETY AND DEPRESSION

• HIGH ACHIEVEMENT PRESSURE

• SPORTS INJURIES AND PAIN

• BULLYING

• DIGITAL OVERLOAD

• VAPING ADDICTION

• ACNE

Clear Lake 
19431 Gatebrook Dr. #1, Webster, Texas 77598 |  (832) 702-8673

League City
1620 W FM 646 Unit A, League City, Texas | (281) 767-8925

*New local patients only. The laws relating to the practice of acupuncture vary from state to state. Please visit modacu.com for 
clinic ownership information, offer details and any state specific disclaimers. Individual results may vary. FRANCHISES AVAILABLE.

www.modacu.com
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for Parents & Teens
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• DIGITAL OVERLOAD

• VAPING ADDICTION

• ACNE

Clear Lake 
19431 Gatebrook Dr. #1, Webster, Texas 77598 |  (832) 702-8673

League City
1620 W FM 646 Unit A, League City, Texas | (281) 767-8925

*New local patients only. The laws relating to the practice of acupuncture vary from state to state. Please visit modacu.com for 
clinic ownership information, offer details and any state specific disclaimers. Individual results may vary. FRANCHISES AVAILABLE.

www.modacu.com



Sundance Grill II

800 Mariners Drive, Kemah

281-535-5350

www.thesundancegrill.com 

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 1 p.m.-10 
p.m., Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 
p.m., Sun. 10:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
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DINING FEATURE
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 S undance Grill II, tucked away in the Waterford 
Harbor Marina, o� ers the Bay Area a local 

waterfront tropical getaway dining experience. 
Hans Mair, the owner and founder of the restau-

rant, lived and worked in the Bahamas for four years 
before moving to Houston and has incorporated an 
island � air into the dishes at Sundance Grill II.

“I learned a lot about the island food,” he said. “I 
learned about cooking with fresh � sh, snapper, crabs 
and conch.”

Mair got started in the restaurant business a� er 
attending hotel management school in Austria. Before 
opening Sundance Grill, he worked as a chef on 
Holland America Line cruises, and he operated the 
popular Houston restaurant Vargo’s for 25 years. 

Mair opened the � rst Sundance Grill in the 
Seabrook Marina in 1995, and in 2005 he added the 
second location in Kemah. In 2008, Hurricane Ike 
wiped out the � rst location, and Mair decided to not 
rebuild and focus on the Kemah restaurant, he said. 

Sundance Grill II, which is a popular focal point for 
sailors and boaters, balances a nautical theme with an 
elegant ambience, Mair said. The restaurant’s tropical 
style is inspired by the bay and local marina. 

The menu boasts a wide range of American- and 
Caribbean-inspired foods, including hamburgers and 
fresh seafood. The most popular dishes include fresh 
snapper and coconut fried shrimp, he said.

Tropical drinks and cocktails are also a specialty 
at the restaurant. The most popular cocktail is the 
Reggae Rum Punch, which is rum with grenadine and 
pineapple, orange and lime juice, Mair said.

Mair takes pride in the beautiful views that the 
restaurant has to o� er, he said. Customers come for 
the food, but they stay to watch the sunset over the 
water on the outdoor patio. 

“The elegance, the beauty of the outdoor patio and 
scenery, and the ambience all � ow together,” Mair 
said. “Our customers are well taken care of, and they 
remember the view and beauty of the place, so they 
come back.”

BY ALEX GRANT

Sundance Grill II
Kemah restaurant offers 
island-inspired elegant dining

The
Twin
Tails
(market price) 
includes two 
Bahamian lob-
ster tails served 
with lemon 
butter sauce, 
asparagus and 
potatoes.

The
Shrimp
Bimini 
($24) includes jumbo 
shrimp stuffed with 
a mix of crab meat, 
salmon, fresh herbs, 
celery and onions.

The Jumbo Lump
Crab Meat Salad 
($22) includes iceberg lettuce topped with 
jumbo lump crab meat and dressing.

Hans Mair opened Sundance Grill II in 
Kemah in 2005.

BACK TO SCHOOL CHECKLIST: NEW EYEWEAR!

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY IN THE BAY AREA SINCE 1996

COASTALEYEASSOCIATES.COM 

BACK TO SCHOOL CHECKLIST: NEW EYEWEAR!

Call or Come By Today
(281) 488-7213

ASK ABOUT OUR 

MULTI-FAMILY
 MEMBER

DISCOUNT
Restrictions apply, must be in 

the same household. 
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100% FREE
Assisted & Independent 

Living Services

• Over 10 years of experience working with thousands of families
• We off er local assistance and customized solutions for your loved ones
• We assist you every step of the way

713.444.6401 | SEHouston.AssistedLivingLocators.com
Brian Rosen - brosen@assistedlivinglocators.com

DON’T START YOUR SEARCH WITHOUT CALLING US FIRST!

NO 
HIDDEN 
COSTS 

OR FEES

After School Care

Youth Sports Leagues

YMCA Infant and Preschool Care

Swim Lessons

EXCEL AFTER THE BELL
Make the YMCA your destination for safe, convenient
and affordable fall fun for the whole family!and affordable fall fun for the whole family!

GET BACK TO
YOUR BEST YOU!

Join today for more energy, 

less stress, greater health

and endless possibilities...

plus YMCA members SAVE 

BIG on fall youth programs.Learn more at ymcahouston.org

YMCA Mission: To put Judeo-Christian principles into practice through programs that build 
healthy spirit, mind and body for all. Everyone is welcome.

Bill Provenzano 
Senior Vice President,   
Branch Manager and 

Loan Officer

Jim Goebel
Vice President and  

Loan Officer

1406 W. Main St. (FM 518) • (281) 554-3265 • htbna.bank

Looking to purchase?
Time to refinance?

Dreaming of a renovation?
With money to lend and the will to help, the  
best place to borrow is always right at home!

Competitive Rates. Better Service.
Personal Loans | Commercial Loans | Real Estate Loans
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 W hen she started working 
for Bay Area Turning Point, 

President and CEO Leigh Ann Fry was 
inspired by the strength displayed by 
a woman who was diagnosed with 
cancer shortly a� er coming to the care 
center for help dealing with family 
violence and sexual assault.

“She stayed in the shelter a little 
over two years, with a small child, 
while she was going through her 
cancer treatments,” Fry said. “Liv-
ing in shelters is extremely di�  cult, 
so watching her maneuver through 
her hardships with such grace was 
so humbling to me. That had a big 
impact on me.” 

For other victims of sexual assault 
and family violence, Fry said she 
wants them to know there are services 
to aid their recovery. Bay Area Turning 
Point is a nonpro� t that serves as a 
center of care for victims of family vio-
lence and sexual assault, o� ering both 
shelter and nonresidential services.

Before working for Bay Area Turn-
ing Point, Fry served as executive 
director at the Noah Project, a center 
of care and shelter for victims of 
family violence and sexual assault in 
Abilene. She also served on the board 
of directors for the Texas Council on 
Family Violence. In February 2018, Fry 
was named president and CEO of Bay 
Area Turning Point. 

“Once I moved to the coast, I felt I 
wasn’t done with the work, and I felt 
I had something to o� er to Bay Area 
Turning Point,” she said.

Since 1991, Bay Area Turning Point 
has provided a variety of services, 
including a 24/7 crisis hotline, shelter, 
on-site child care for sheltered victims, 
group counseling, housing assistance, 
advocacy and accompaniment, life 
skills classes, individual therapy, and 
violence prevention, Fry said. 

The nonpro� t’s mission is to 
advocate to end domestic and sexual 
violence. In 2018 alone, 5,212 cri-
sis hotline calls were received, 435 
individuals received shelter, and 92 
individuals used housing programs 
o� ered by Bay Area Turning Point, she 
said.

One woman who received help at 
Bay Area Turning Point had been in 
an emotionally, verbally and � nan-
cially abusive marriage. Before her 

BY ALEX GRANT

Bay Area Turning Point 
Nonprofi t helps victims of domestic, sexual violence in Clear Lake, 
League City, beyond

NONPROFIT

SOURCE: BAY AREA TURNING POINT/COMMUNITY
IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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President and CEO Leigh Ann Fry, right, and Donor Relations Director Ange-
la Corns are dedicated to ending domestic and sexual violence.

ENDING VIOLENCE

9,371 volunteer service 
hours recorded

94,388 meals and snacks 
provided for victims

215220 children
sheltered

adults
and

Bay Area Turning Point has provided 
several services to abused women since 
1991 with the goal of ending sexual and 
domestic violence.

Bay Area Turning Point

210 S. Walnut St., Webster

281-338-7600

www.bayareaturningpoint.org

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.,

Fri. 8 a.m.-3 p.m., closed Sat.-Sun.
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marriage, she worked overseas, was a 
published poet, o� en spent time with 
her family, and described herself as 
being active and productive. During 
her marriage, all of this came to a halt, 
and she developed depression and 
anxiety, Fry said. 

The woman received individual 
and support-group therapy services. 
Throughout the process, she stopped 
blaming herself for her husband’s 
abuse and reconnected with old 
friends and family, and she said she 
felt like she shed the depression and 
anxiety, Fry said. 

A� er repairing her � nancial sit-
uation through part-time work and 
getting health care insurance with the 
help of the legal advocates at Bay Area 
Turning Point, the woman was able 
to achieve her goal of getting a job 
overseas again, Fry said.

To help victims recover and thrive, 
Bay Area Turning Point relies on vol-
unteers, Fry said.

“We can’t operate without the 
support of our community,” she said. 
“There are simple ways people can do 
that, like following our social media, 
and then there are bigger ways, like 
actively � nancially supporting us.”

Additionally, Bay Area Turning 
Point has a volunteer-run resale shop 
located just over a mile from the main 
o�  ce, where residents can donate and 
survivors of family violence can shop 
for clothing, accessories and house-
wares. 

In 2018, over 9,371 volunteer service 
hours were donated to Bay Area 

Turning Point, either working at the 
resale shop, working directly with 
victims, doing clerical work or any of 
the other volunteer job options. 

As the new president and CEO, Fry 
hopes to boost community involve-
ment, increase funding and continue 
to provide the services victims around 
the area need.

“We are dedicated to our mission 
statement of advocating to end domes-
tic and sexual violence,” Fry said.

ColonialOaks.org

•  Private apartment homes
•  Restaurant-style dining
•  Social and cultural outings
•  Housekeeping  

and laundry
• On-site care  

services
• Transportation  

to appointments
• Wellness programs
• Personalized assistance 

programs

to appointments

Social and cultural outings
Housekeeping 

Transportation 
to appointments

Housekeeping 

Transportation 
to appointments

COLONIAL OAKS  
AT PASADENA  

IS PROUD TO OFFER 
RHYTHM OF THE DAY® 

MEMORY CARE

(713) 941-4663 
4004 Vista Road 

Pasadena, TX 77504  
Lic. #000951

Live your life as you 
always have...minus the 

mundane. No daily  
upkeep, maintenance 
calls or repairs. Simply 
the most remarkable 

parts of the life you lead.
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  2   World Famous Daiquiris &
Margaritas To Go
World Famous Daiquiris & Margaritas To Go 
offers frozen adult beverages to go, including 
popular cocktails such as hurricanes and pina 
coladas, and many daiquiri fl avors, such as 
strawberry, banana, watermelon and mango. 
The business also features several margarita 
variations and unique mixes and creations.

1235 Clear Lake City Blvd., Ste. A, Houston
281-954-6404
www.facebook.com/worldfamousdaiquiris
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 2-10 p.m., Sat.-Sun. and 
holidays noon-10 p.m.
Price range: $6.50-$10.95 

  3    Brain Freeze
Brain Freeze sells colorful snow cones 
topped with fruits, candies and even 
doughnuts served in everything from Ma-
son jars to mini watermelons. The business 
also sells shakes and cold fruit drinks.

2716 Preston Rd., Pasadena
281-303-6143
www.facebook.com/brainfreezetexas
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 1-8 p.m., closed Sun.
Price range: $1.50-$18

  1   Sweet Scoops
Sweet Scoops offers Kemah Boardwalk 
visitors an assortment of ice cream. Cus-
tomers can buy a variety of Blue Bell ice 
cream fl avors, from banana pudding to mint 
chocolate chip, and top scoops with fruit 
and candy toppings. Waffl e cones, shakes 
and sundaes are also available.

215 Kipp Ave., Ste. 8, Kemah
281-334-6939
www.kemahboardwalk.com
Hours (vary): Mon.-Wed. noon-8 p.m., Thu. 
noon-10 p.m., Fri. noon-11 p.m., Sat.-Sun.
11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Price range: $5-$7.50

  4   SnoBall Hut
SnoBall Hut is a family-owned business 
that has operated since 2010. It offers over 
200 fl avors of shaved ice from apple pie to 
spearmint to white Russian. SnoBall Hut 
also has several toppings, including Skit-
tles, hot fudge and even chopped pickles.

16701 El Camino Real, Ste. 140, Houston
281-461-8999
www.snoballhut.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. noon-9 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. noon-10 p.m., Sun. 1-9 p.m.
Price range: $2.50-$5.50
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COURTESY BRAIN FREEZE

The Bay Area is home to several local businesses that sell everything from shaved ice to cold 
drinks to traditional ice cream. Here are some shops to visit to beat the heat this summer.

BRAIN FREEZE@

COURTESY SNOBALL HUT
SNOBALL HUTSWEET SCOOPS

A noncomprehensive guide to refreshing summer snacks in the Bay Area

COURTESY BRAIN FREEZEBRAIN FREEZE COURTESY SWEET SCOOPS

@@@
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  5   Seabrook Waffl e Co.
Waffl es are not normally considered 
desserts one would eat to cool off on a hot 
day, but they can be when topped with 
ice cream, which is Seabrook Waffl e Co.’s 
specialty. The business offers Liege waffl es 
crowned with everything from chocolate 
and vanilla ice cream to whipped cream 
with syrups and fruits added.

1402 Fifth St., Seabrook
281-291-8186
www.seabrookwaffl ecompany.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 8 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. 8 a.m.-10 p.m., closed Sun.
Price range: $2.25-$7.95

Bay Area edition • August 2019

  8   Ca Phe Phin
“Ca phe” means “coffee” in Vietnamese, 
and Ca Phe Phin offers frappes and iced 
coffee, but those are not the only summer 
drinks this business offers. Ca Phe Phin also 
sells bubble tea, which is cool milk tea fi lled 
with balls of tapioca or jelly. Flavors include 
green tea, chocolate, blueberry, jasmine 
and more. The business allows customers 
to add tapioca to other cool drinks it offers, 
including smoothies.

1354 NASA Parkway, Ste. B, Houston
281-333-0729
www.cafephinhouston.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sat.-Sun. noon-5 p.m.
Price range: $4-$5.50
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  7   Kahuna Joe’s
Since 2017, Kahuna Joe’s has been provid-
ing Hawaiian shave ice treats to the Bay 
Area. The shave ice comes with handmade 
fruit syrup fl avors on top of scoops of vanilla 
ice cream, and the Kemah location allows 
for alcohol to be mixed into the shave ice. 
Flavors include pineapple, banana, black 
cherry, pink lemonade and more. The busi-
ness also sells cool drinks, smoothies and 
other summer treats.

 7A 812 E. Main St., League City
832-735-5004
www.kahunajoes.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. noon-9 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. noon-10 p.m.
Price range: $2.95-$6.50
 7B  604 Bradford Ave., Kemah
832-735-5004
Hours: Sun.-Thu. noon-9 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. noon-11 p.m.
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  6   Cool Cow Creamery
Cool Cow Creamery offers an assortment of 
ice creams, from waffl e cones topped with 
assorted fl avors to classic banana splits and 
sundaes to root beer and even orange soda 
fl oats.

609 Bradford Ave., Ste. 111, Kemah
281-549-6393
www.coolcowcreamery.com
Hours: Mon. 2-9 p.m., Tue.-Thu. noon-9 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. noon-10 p.m., Sun. noon-9 p.m.
Price range: $2.95-$8.95
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COURTESY SEABROOK WAFFLE CO.

A noncomprehensive guide to refreshing summer snacks in the Bay Area
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endeavor began June 28 with the 
groundbreaking of nearly $19 mil-
lion worth of spaceport infrastructure, 
including roads and power lines.

With actionable steps toward both 
goals, offi  cials said they are confi dent 
the Houston Spaceport will become the 
home of several aerospace companies 
employing a skilled, highly paid local 
workforce, strengthening the Bay Area’s 
aerospace industry and economy.

“Students will have the chance 
to interact with industry and get a 
hands-on training experience that will 
make us more attractive, more compet-
itive when pursuing developments for 
the Houston Spaceport,” said Arturo 
Machuca, general manager of the Hous-
ton Airport System’s Ellington Airport.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

Local offi  cials’ push for aerospace 
industry workforce training and space-
port development began with a loss.

In 2016, Seattle-based aerospace 
company Blue Origin expressed inter-
est in locating a rocket engine man-
ufacturing plant in Houston. The 
company was considering 36 cities in 
16 states for the plant, said Dan Seal, 
executive director of special initiatives 
for the Bay Area Houston Economic 
Partnership.

Eventually, Blue Origin whittled 
options down to Houston and Hunts-
ville, Alabama. Blue Origin chose 
Huntsville.

Blue Origin identifi ed two of Hous-
ton’s shortcomings that Huntsville pro-
vided: a spaceport that was ready for 
companies to move in and a trained 
workforce. The loss of the contract was 
a wake-up call for offi  cials who real-
ized they would have to work together 
to make sure they would not lose out 
on such a signifi cant aerospace con-
tract next time, Seal said.

“Many times, when you lose you learn 
more than when you win,” Seal said.

Offi  cials have started toward fi xing the 
fi rst shortcoming by breaking ground on 
Phase 1 of the spaceport, which will be 
developed by May. BAHEP is already in 
the process of attracting to the Houston 
Spaceport fi ve aerospace companies, 
Seal said. Machuca said he believes 
Virgin Galactic, an aerospace company 
developing commercial spacecraft , will 
eventually be at the spaceport.

“We are bringing a development that 
will bring solid jobs to our area [and] 
will bring tremendous opportunity to 
our area,” Machuca said.

As complicated as developing Phase 
1 seems, fi xing the Houston Spaceport’s 
second shortcoming has taken more 
time and collaboration, offi  cials said.

A few weeks aft er Hurricane Harvey, 
Houston Airport System, BAHEP and 
San Jacinto College offi  cials decided the 
college would establish an aerospace 
training program similar to its petro-
chemical and maritime programs, both 
of which have had success, Seal said.

Offi  cials visited other spaceports 
and aerospace industries in the United 
States and even Scotland to learn what 
other cities and higher-education insti-
tutions were doing to train and develop 
aviation workforces, said Sarah “Sallie 
Kay” Janes, San Jacinto College associ-
ate vice chancellor for continuing and 
professional development.

“We didn’t want to necessarily com-
pete,” she said. “We wanted to fi nd the 
right niche for the Houston Spaceport.”

Aft er returning, San Jacinto College 
offi  cials took what they learned and 
established the Aviation and Aerospace 
Advisory Committee of industry lead-
ers to help guide the college in what it 
needs to train. San Jacinto College has 
since established a curriculum it will 
begin teaching this fall.

Committee Vice Chairman Trey Hall, 
who is president of local aerospace 
industry-related company Rothe, is 
excited to see what will become San 
Jacinto’s Houston Spaceport-based 

MECHANICS AND ELECTRONICS

Mechanics: how energy and 
motion relate to machinery

Mechanical design: how to 
design mechanical systems, such 
as landing gear

Electrical design: how to assem-
ble circuits and programmable 
controllers into electrical systems

Software, coding: using comput-
er programs to control mechanical 
and electrical systems

Computer-based testing and 
simulation: using computer mod-
els to test electrical and mechani-
cal systems, which is cheaper and 
faster than building them

Instrumentation, calibration: 
using tools that measure how sys-
tems are behaving and calibrating 
them so they are accurate

Communication: how radio fre-
quencies, ultra-high frequencies 
and laser-based frequencies can 
be used to communicate between 
pilots or pilots and ground con-
trollers

Avionics, data management:
how to fi lter out measuring instru-
ments’ relevant data from noise in 
complicated electrical systems to 
learn how aircraft is performing

Analytics: how to analyze rele-
vant data from aircrafts’ systems to 
learn how they are functioning

Control systems: the devices 
pilots or ground controllers use to 
input commands to make aircrafts 
function

Robotics: automated machines, 
from drones to unmanned probes 
sent to Mars and beyond

Those who want to work in the aerospace 
industry must fi rst learn more basic skills 
and work their way up.

FLUIDS AND ENGINEERING

Fluids: how fl uids, such as gas and 
water, move and behave in terms 
of pressure, friction, resistance 
and fl ow

Computational fl uid dynamics:
using computer models to test 
fl uid systems, which is cheaper 
and faster than building them

Design, analysis: designing 
components and analyzing them 
based on computer models

Stress, dynamics, kinematics:
how parts respond to rapid move-
ments, vibrations, loads and other 
stresses to safely operate

Simulation: using virtual reality or 
computer programs to test failures 
of systems for training purposes

Advanced manufacturing:
creating parts by removing what is 
unnecessary from a component or 
adding what is needed, like in 3-D 
printing

Quality, test, verifi cation:
verifying how manufactured and 
assembled systems meet safety 
and operational requirements

Systems engineering: how mul-
tiple fl uid, electrical and mechan-
ical systems and control systems 
work together to make parts of an 
aircraft or spacecraft function

Aerospace structures
• The components of aerospace systems, 

including fl ight controls, mechanics, 
landing gear, fuel and more

• Drilling and riveting required for assembly
• How to wire cables for electrical systems

SOURCES: TREY HALL, AVIATION AND AEROSPACE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE, SAN JACINTO COLLEGE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

San Jacinto classes will be taught on the second 
fl oor, and below them Intuitive Machines will 
use space to develop a lunar lander and other 
technology. Both entities will share use of the 
open space.

Leased to San Jacinto College

Leased to Intuitive Machines

Basic dimensional 
measurement tools
• How to read 

common 
measuring tools

• How to apply and 
handle measuring 
tools in a machine 
shop

Composite materials
• Types of composite materials, which are 

two different materials combined into 
one for greater effi ciency and used to 
assemble spacecrafts

• What tools are used with composites and 
how to use them

• Safe storage, handling, maintenance and 
repair of composites

L E A R N I N G  O N  T H E

E D G E

H I E R A R C H Y  O F
KN O W LE D G E

Aircrafts, spacecrafts: assembly and manufacturing of air and space vehicles

S E C O N D  F L O O R

The Edge Center at the Houston Space-
port starting in the fall will have several 
classes for those interested in working 
in the aerospace and aviation industries. 
Both San Jacinto College and local aero-
space company Intuitive Machines will use 
the Houston Spaceport’s Edge Center.

T H R E E  C L A S S E S

A T  T H E  E D G E 

C E N T E R

F I R S T  F L O O R

S H A R E D
S P A C E
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Houston is home to thousands of engineers 
in different industries, including aerospace. 
Officials would like to see more aerospace 
and aviation engineers to meet the demands 
of the growing industries, which are sparking 
a need for workforce training the Houston 
Spaceport will help facilitate.

training center dubbed the Edge Center.
“When we start projecting into the 

future, our needs are going to be grow-
ing, so we need that workforce right 
now,” he said. “There’s not enough 
good people to draw upon.”

EDGE CENTER

San Jacinto College has leased part 
of the Houston Aerospace Support Cen-
ter, the spaceport’s sole building, for its 
workforce training program. The build-
ing was named the Edge Center to reflect 
the college’s goal to be a leader into the 
future of aerospace, Janes said.

“We want to be on the leading edge of 
what goes on out there,” she said.

Starting this fall, San Jacinto College 
will offer five classes teaching about 
aerospace structures, manufacturing, 
how to assemble composite materials 
and more. Eventually the Edge Center 
will teach advanced electronics, struc-
tural design and beyond, Janes said.

College officials expect only a few stu-
dents will take the classes to start, but 
interest will grow over time, especially 
after recruitment efforts begin. The 
classes can train those already working 
in the industry who want to learn new 
hands-on skills or students entirely new 
to aerospace, Janes said.

“We can take these different individ-
uals coming from different backgrounds 
and train them to be part of the new 
workforce,” she said.

The classes will be taught by indus-
try experts who work full time in fields 
related to the classes. Learning will be 
individualized or sometimes online, 
but it is important students learn 
“touch skills” they can only get through 
hands-on experience, Janes said. The 
goal is to offer credited San Jacinto Col-
lege classes at the spaceport, Janes said. 

Rice University, Texas A&M Univer-
sity, the University of Houston and 
Texas Southern University have also 
expressed interest in getting involved 
with the spaceport, said Dave Martin, 

Houston City Council District E member.
Local aerospace company Intuitive 

Machines is leasing part of the Edge 
Center to build and test a lunar lander 
it will send to the moon in 2021. Presi-
dent Steve Altemus, who serves as chair 
of the Aviation and Aerospace Advisory 
Committee, and Hall both expect to hire 
new employees directly from the Edge 
Center’s training classes as their compa-
nies grow, they said.

“They can go this path, and they can 
start earning real money more rapidly. 
Then they can continue their technical 
evolution while they’re earning money 
in the industry,” he said.

AVIATION FUTURE

The intention of the Houston Space-
port is to eventually house a commer-
cial spaceport of supersonic and even 
hypersonic jets capable of delivering 
passengers to far-away destinations in 
a fraction of the time it takes today. It is 
possible jets will one day launch hori-
zontally from the spaceport, fly over the 
Gulf of Mexico and shoot vertically into 
space for missions to the International 
Space Station, officials said.

“Just like aviation has evolved over 
the last 100 years, commercial space-
flight is going to do the same [at a faster 
pace],” Machuca said.

Officials realized Houston should be 
the place where aerospace companies 
locate and where their technology is 
developed and manufactured.

“We want them here, and we want 
them to be fueled by the students that 
are coming out of the San Jacinto Col-
lege and the Edge Center,” Martin said. 
“That is our ultimate goal.”

Seal agreed.
“This work has to be done somewhere, 

so why not here?” he said. “We ought to 
do it here in Houston. If we don’t do it 
here in Houston, shame on us.”

0

Domestic

P
as

se
n

g
er

s

International

2008 2018

Petrochemical Mechanical Chemical Electrical Aerospace

9 , 2 6 0 4 , 3 2 0 4 , 2 5 0 2 , 51 0

SOURCES:  U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS, SAN JACINTO 
COLLEGE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

E N G I N E E R S  P E R  I N D U S T R Y  I N  T H E  G R E A T E R  H O U S T O N  A R E A

For more information visit   
communityimpact.com.

1 1 , 5 7 0

30M

10M

40M

20M

50M

30M

10M

40M

20M

50M

H O U S T O N  A I R P O R T 

S Y S T E M  T R A F F I C

WHEN YOU CAN BE YOU, 

You Can Make Each Day Your Own.
Imagine a retirement community that empowers you to live 
the life you want—to greet each day on your own terms. 
The Delaney at South Shore provides maintenance-free 
living, plus a wealth of services, amenities and social 
opportunities to inspire you to pursue all the things you 
really want to do. No worries. No expectations. Just you 
being you. And should your health needs change, Hamlets 
at The Delaney provides assistance with the activities of 
daily living and dedicated memory care so you can 
continue to be your very best you.

Call (281) 343-3608 to schedule a visit today.

Ask About Health & 
Wellness Navigation
Available Only at The Delaney

TheDelaneyatSouthShore.com 
2605 Marina Bay Drive  |  League City, TX 77573 

AL Facility ID# 107116
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WILLOW LANE

ERVIN ST.

CALDER RD.

at Ervin Street. Previously, two other 
women’s bodies had been discovered in 
the area that has come to be known as 
the Calder Road killing � elds.

In April, a� er years of work, League 
City police identi� ed both women. Rat-
li� , who was working as a patrol o�  cer 
the day Jane Doe was found, has refused 
to let the cold cases go, allowing police 
to identify the victims. 

League City police said using geneal-
ogy data to identify bodies is “extremely 
rare,” making the accomplishment 
more profound. Only a few other agen-
cies in the nation have done something 
similar, Lt. Michael Bu�  ngton said.

“That was kinda cutting edge, top-of-
the-line kind of stu� ,” he said. “You’re 
gonna see it become more and more 
mainstream.”

Now police are piecing together the 
lives of the two victims, Audrey Lee 
Cook and Donna Prudhomme, in hopes 
of catching the killer or killers.

“The reason that we never stop is 
because we always hope we’ll have the 
opportunity to bring closure to the fam-
ily and justice to the victims,” Ratli�  
said.

COMMUNITY SHOCK

In April 1984, police found the body of 
Heidi Fye, who had been missing since 
October 1983, in the � elds near Calder 
Road and Ervin Street. In September 
1984, Laura Miller was reported miss-
ing, and her body was found in the same 
area on Feb. 6, 1986. Both women were 
quickly identi� ed.

However, on the same day as Miller’s 
discovery, police also found nearby the 
body of an unidenti� ed Jane Doe. On 
Sept. 8, 1991, two people riding horses 
in the � elds found the body of another 
unidenti� ed woman, Janet Doe.

Both women would remain unidenti-
� ed for decades.

Ratli�  said he remembers the day 
Jane Doe, later identi� ed as Audrey Lee 
Cook, was found. As he has remained 
with the League City Police Department 
and worked his way up, he has contin-
ued to work the cases.

“It’s always bothered me that we had 
these victims that we’ve never been able 
to provide justice for,” Ratli�  said.

Mayor Pat Hallisey was a League City 
resident when the women’s bodies were 
found. For what was, at the time, a rela-
tively quiet small city, the deaths were a 
shock to the community, he said.

“When all this was happening, it was 
a big deal,” he said. “Anybody that had 
children was certainly keeping them 
close.”

Resident Peggy Zahler was a young 
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Audrey Lee Cook

Age: 30

Discovered:
Feb. 2, 1986

Identifi ed: April 
15, 2019

Laura Miller

Age: 16

Discovered and 
identifi ed:
Feb.  2, 1986

In the 1980s and ‘90s, four women’s bodies were found along Calder Road. League 
City police have identifi ed the last two victims and are searching for the killers.

k i l l i n g  f i e l d s

GEDmatch to help � ll in the gaps and 
looked at surnames to build complete 
trees, Vogel and Bu�  ngton said.

Building the trees was a trial-and-er-
ror process. Detectives sometimes fol-
lowed a branch thinking at the end they 
would � nd the identities of Jane and 
Janet Doe only to realize they had gone 
down the wrong path and would have to 
restart, they said.

A� er months of work, detectives 
determined the victims’ surnames and 
knew they were close.

“Once you can whittle it down to that, 
then you start reaching out to those 
family members and start getting DNA,” 
Vogel said.

Police called relatives who said they 
thought they knew the victims. Bu�  ng-
ton had called media outlets in Tennes-
see to see if anyone knew Jane Doe, and 
ultimately her aunt called in to con� rm 
her identify.

Detectives had identi� ed the victims, 
and DNA tests of relatives proved it.

“Some days you think you’re never 
gonna get there. It really happened so 
fast,” Vogel said. “It still gives me goose-
bumps.”

Hallisey said police’s tenacity gives 
residents peace of mind.

“I think it gives comfort to every par-
ent or every person in town to know 
that no matter what happens our police 
department does not stop until they � nd 
a solution of one type or another,” he 
said.

identi� ed Jane and Janet Doe.

DECADESLONG INVESTIGATION

League City detectives have tried dif-
ferent methods to identify the women 
over the years. One was a nationwide 
campaign of billboards in hopes some-
one would have information on the vic-
tims. Another was to reconstruct their 
skulls with clay.

“We’ve taken multiple steps and try 
to put that out each time, but it wasn’t 
until [Bu�  ngton and Vogel] were intro-
duced to newer technology that we were 
able to step in to where we’re at today,” 
Ratli�  said.

Vogel learned of a company called 
Parabon NanoLabs that can take DNA 
and make 3D renderings of what people 
might look like at certain ages, Vogel 
said.

It took a long time to get viable DNA 
of both victims to Parabon, which even-
tually released 3D renderings of both 
women’s faces.

Parabon then introduced League City 
police to genetic genealogy technology, 
which was just emerging at the time. 
Parabon took Jane and Janet Doe on as 
trial cases, and the company used their 
DNA to identify their great, great, great 
grandparents and that Jane Doe was 
from Tennessee and Janet Doe was from 
Louisiana, Vogel said.

Using DNA data, detectives started 
piecing together incomplete family 
trees. They used genealogy database 

adult when the murders happened and 
remembers being cautious when news 
of them spread.

“League City being a small city at the 
time, that really got my attention,” she 
said. “I was a young lady so I was very 
concerned about where I would go a� er 
hours and be surrounded by people.” 

League City has had 57 homicide 
cases since 1980, the majority of which 
were domestic disputes. Bu�  ngton said 
League City is safe compared to other 
Texas cities of similar size.

“As far as our murder rates, I’d say 
we’re very, very safe,” he said.

There are several reasons that could 
explain why four bodies were found 
along Calder Road. One is that a serial 
killer was responsible for all four deaths 
and used the same area to dispose of the 
bodies, police said.

Another explanation is the � elds were 
quiet and empty in the 1980s, making 
them a dumping grounds for several 
killers, Bu�  ngton said.

“It was a convenient area where there 
was not a lot of potential to run into 
other people,” Bu�  ngton said.

Also, League City is about halfway 
between Houston and Galveston, mak-
ing it an ideal midway point to dispose 
of bodies, Detective Gina Vogel said.

 “Everybody’s got a working theory on 
it,” Bu�  ngton said. “The prudent thing 
to say is anything is possible.”

Whatever the reason, League City 
police are still looking for answers, and 
a breakthrough happened when they 

For decades, League City police sought 
the identities of two Calder Road 
victims. Police used genealogy reports 
to identify both victims in April.

Donna Prudhomme

Age: 34

Discovered:
Sept. 8, 1991

Identifi ed: April 15, 
2019

Original 
1991 sketch 
by forensic 
artist Lois 
Gibson

Original 
1986 sketch 
by forensic 
artist Lois 
Gibson

Rendering 
prediction
shown at
age 25

Prudhomme 
in 1977 at
20 years old

Cook’s 1973 
high school 
photo

Rendering 
prediction 
shown at 
age 25

Heidi Fye

Age: 23

Discovered 
and identifi ed:
April 6, 1984

N

SOURCES: LEAGUE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, CITY 
OF LEAGUE CITY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
RENDERINGS COURTESY PARABON NANOLABS

C A L D E R  R O A D B r i n g i n g
C L O S U R EC L O S U R E
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communityimpact.com.

SEARCH FOR JUSTICE

Despite identifying all four women, 
League City police’s work is not over.

Detectives are trying to work through 
both Cook’s and ww pasts and whittle 
them down to the women’s � nal weeks 
and days.

“We need to funnel it down to who 
saw them last,” Bu�  ngton said.

Police have conducted 60-70 inter-
views since the women were identi� ed. 
Some of these interviews are being done 
out of state, including Alabama, Col-
orado and California, Bu�  ngton said. 
Many people alive and near League 
City during the murders are no longer 
around, making the process harder, 
Vogel said.

“We got our work cut out for us,” Bu� -
ington said.

So far, police said they discovered 
Cook moved to the Inner Loop of Hous-
ton with her girlfriend in 1980. Her girl-
friend eventually moved out of state. 
Cook likely got involved with drugs 
and stayed in contact with her mother 
through occasional letters and calls up 
until her death.

Prudhomme grew up in Port Arthur 
and eventually moved to Austin with 
her two sons a� er a falling out with 
her husband. She eventually took her 
sons to live with their grandparents and 

moved to Seabrook up until her death.
It is not much to go on, but Ratli�  and 

his detectives will not give up on the 
cases and the search for justice for both 

women, they said.
“I’m surprised by the work these guys 

do every day,” Bu�  ngton said. “I’m very 
optimistic that we’ll solve it.”

D E C A D E S
SOURCES: LEAGUE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, CITY OF 
LEAGUE CITY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Oct. 1983: Heidi Fye 
reported missing.

April 6, 1984: Heidi Fye’s 
body found in Calder Road 
killing fi elds after a dog 
brings home partial human 
skeletal remains.

Sept. 1984: Laura Miller 
reported missing.

Feb. 2, 1986: Two boys 
riding bikes fi nd the bodies 
of Laura Miller and Jane Doe 
in the Calder Road killing 
fi elds.

Sept. 8, 1991: Two people 
riding horses in the Calder 
Road killing fi elds fi nd Janet 
Doe’s body.

April 2019: League City 
police publicly unveil the 
identities of Jane and Janet 
Doe.

1984

1985

1982

1991

1986

1983

2015

2016

2017

2018

League City detectives tried several methods 
to identify the two victims. It took thousands 
of hours of work over decades to eventually 
discover who the two women were.

Police found four Calder Road murder 
victims in the 1980s and ‘90s.

o f  w o r kI D E N T I T Y

c. 1990s, 2000s: Detectives try to identify Jane and Janet Doe by putting 
up billboards and making clay models of their heads.

Late 2015: Lt. Michael Buffi ngton and Detective Gina Vogel contact 
Parabon NanoLabs to help the case.

Spring 2019: League City police identify Jane Doe as Audrey Cook and 
Janet Doe as Donna Prudhomme.

April 2018: Detectives use the DNA of Jane and Janet Doe to begin 
researching their genealogy.

May 2017: Parabon creates a 3D rendering of Janet Doe. Hers took longer 
because it was diffi cult to fi nd viable DNA.

May 2016: Parabon uses Jane Doe’s DNA to create a 3D rendering of what 
she might have looked like.

2019

I D E N T I T Y

It’s time to expect a more innovative and rewarding option for assisted 
living and memory care. Thoughtful programming and transparency with 
family members ensure your loved one will receive the best care. 

C O M I N G  TO  C L E A R  L A K E  I N  2020 
A better approach for assisted living & memory care

 

TO LEARN MORE  
ABOUT OUR SERVICES,  
CALL TONY TREVIZO.
281-609-4034.

Managed by 12 Oaks Senior Living

14101  B AY  P O I N T E  C O U R T 
H O U S TO N, T X  77062   
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3 bedroom / 2 bath  2,616 sq. ft.                 $274,500
BHGRE Gary Green
Toril Seljenes 713-253-7977

3 bedroom / 2 bath  1,934 sq. ft.                 $344,000
Keller Williams Realty Clear Lake
Lindsay Froeschl 832-425-9924

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Located in Pasadena, this community is close 
to shopping districts, schools, medical facilities 
and entertainment venues. It features several 
amenities, including a pool and clubhouse.

Build-out year: 2000

Builders include: Tremont Homes

Square footage: 1,800-2,700

Home values: $217,000-$350,000

HOA dues (estimated): $1,300 annually 

Amenities: pool, playground, clubhouse, 
neighborhood parks, tennis courts

Schools: Brookwood Elementary School, 
Space Center Intermediate School, Clear Lake 
High School 

Property taxes (in dollars):

Clear Creek ISD  1.4000
Harris County  0.4185
Harris County Flood Control District 0.0287
Port of Houston Authority  0.0115
Harris County Hospital District  0.1710
Harris County Dept. of Education 0.0051
City of Pasadena  0.6154
Clear Lake City Water Authority  0.2700
Total (per $100 valuation) 2.92062

$290,967 

UNIVERSITY PARK, 77058

RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$149.44$6,601 32

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 6/30/19

3 0

Homes on 
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

3 bedroom / 2 bath 1,845 sq. ft.                  $269,900
Re/Max Space Center
Tammi Freund 281-686-4109

3 bedroom / 2 bath  2,726 sq. ft.                 $275,000
Coldwell Banker United
Terri George 281-389-8841

3815 Vanderbilt Park Drive

3819 Fordham Park Court

3923 Cornell Park Court

12447 Rutgers Park Court

REAL ESTATE

HOMES SOLD  (JUNE 2019)

Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Price range 77058 77059 77062 77565 77573

$149,999 or less - - - - -

$150,000-$199,999 1/43 - - 1/29 3/15

$200,000-$299,999 4/31 5/20 18/26 3/79 41/46

$300,000-$399,999 3/136 6/19 3/95 3/27 47/51

$400,000-$499,999 1/16 5/54 1/18 1/39 7/30

$500,000-$599,999 - 2/112 - 11/3 3/74

$600,000-$799,999 - - - 1/12 2/246

$800,000-$999,999 - 1/245 - 1/212 -

$1 million + 1/20 - - - 1/170

MARKET DATA

Price 77058 77059 77062 77565 77573

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JUNE 2019  2018 VS.  2019

-8.31%

-5.23%

+9.18%

+5.64%+30.0%

77565

77573

77059

77062

N

77058

45

225

146

518

Neighborhood data provided by Alina Rogers
Sparrow Realty • 281-961-2944 • alinawrogers@yahoo.com

RICHARD B. PARR 
REALTOR
281-300-0175 
rbparr@cbunited.com

CONTACT 
ME FOR A 

Fr ee market 
analysis!

Find �he per�ect 
home in your ideal 

schoo� distr ict!
PROVIDING THE SERVICE YOU DESERVE 
AND THE EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST. 
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
Transpro Transmissions .............................. 35

COMMUNITY
Bay Area Farmers Market ........................... 35

DINING
Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers.... 35

Opus Ocean Grille ..................................... 34

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Sea Lark Chiropractic ................................. 34

Vern Insurance Group ................................ 35

RETAIL
Unique Jewels ............................................ 34

NELSON MADRIGAL | ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

NEXT GIANT
LEAP 
NEXT GIANT

IN CELEBRATION OF

2019-2020 SEASON :: 44TH SEASON 

NEXT GIANT LEAP
OCTOBER 4-6 & 11-13, 2019

SUGAR PLUM FAIRY WEEKEND
NOVEMBER 21-23, 2019

THE NUTCRACKER
DECEMBER 6-8 & 13-15, 2019

COPPÉLIA
APRIL 3-5, 2020

BAHBT.ORG 

USE CODE

APOLLO 
FOR $5 OFF 

YOUR SEASON TICKET 
SUBSCRIPTION. 

Expires October 1, 2019.
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PRICE CHALLENGE!
At Unique Jewels, we understand the goal to 
fi nd the perfect diamond for the best price. 
With our certifi ed knowledge, we will help 
by going over the 4C’s as well as share our 
secrets on how to pick out a diamond with 

the most sparkle.

WE WILL MATCH ANY DIAMOND PRICE 
FROM OTHER RETAILERS, OR FIND YOU A 

BETTER QUALITY DIAMOND GUARANTEED!

Price Match requires valid certifi cation and proof of the diamond price 
being offered by a competitive jewelry retail store.

YOUR TRUSTED LOCAL JEWELERS 
FOR OVER 29 YEARS

400 W BAY AREA BLVD #C • WEBSTER, TX • 281-332-6552 
UNIQUEJEWELSHOUSTON.COM

*Be sure to have them mention your name!

REFER A 
FRIEND AND 

EARN A 
CHANCE AT A $100 UNIQUE JEWELS GIFT 

CARD*

Not valid for Medicare or Medicaid

*Offer expires 8/31/19.

Call for an Appointment Today!
Check us out on Facebook 
@sealarkchiropractic

$97 NEW PATIENT 

SPECIAL
includes Consultation, Exam, 1st 
Adjustment and 60 minute massage.

16626 Sea Lark Rd. • www.sealarkchiro.com • (281) 488-0111

$25 Adjustments Every Day!

Public

EDUC TION
2 0 1 9

focus

I N  M A I L B O X E S  T H I S  S E P T E M B E R

Connect with us!
Advertisers. News sources. Readers. 

We want to hear from you! 

866.989.6808
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We offer FREE towing  
with major repairs! 

Call today!

281-332-5405
680 E. Nasa Parkway, Webster

Transmissions
& Automotive

*Coupon may not be combined with other offers, 
discounts or special pricing. Must be presented at vehicle 

drop-off. Limit one coupon per vehicle.Valid on most 
vehicles, but certain exclusions may apply. 

$100 off
Any service over $400*

HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS

FREE CUSTARD COOKIE

BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E
COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529
DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road
FULSHEAR
26806 FM 1093

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W
KATY
24433 Katy Freeway
KINGWOOD
4519 Kingwood Dr.
LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978
NEW CANEY
12007 N. Grand Parkway E.
PASADENA
4637 E Sam
Houston Pkwy S

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy
SPRING
19370 Interstate 45
21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Freeway

®
Good for one cookie. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. 
Expires 10.31.2019. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply.

HHOOUUSSTON ARETON AREAA LOCAT LOCATA LOCATAA LOCATA IONS

®

FreddysUSA.com

#FreddysWorthIt

eddy’s locations.

 LOCAT LOCATIIOONNSS

IF YOU’RE GOING
TO BE BAD,

IT BETTER BE
THIS GOOD.

COMING SOON — 1705-B FRY ROAD, KATY

Bay Area
Farmers Market
EVERY SUNDAY
YEAR ROUND
11:00am - 3:00pm
Baybrook Mall Parking Lot
(next to Sleep Number)

www.bayareafarmersmarkettexas.com

Blown Away
By Insurance

Windstorm Rates?

It’s Simply A Better Deal

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Flood • Marine • Commercial • Umbrella

We Sell Flood Insurance!

281-922-1616
3311 Broadway, Pearland • www.verninsurancegroup.com

MANY SAVE 

$1,000+
It’s Your Money

We Have The Answer!
Windstorm & Homeowners All In One Policy! 

Don’t Pay For Two Policies 
When You Can Purchase One! 

Save Now!
Don’t Wait Until Your Policy Renews!

Your Unearned Premium Will Be Refunded 
By Your Previous Insurance Carrier.

Don’t Pay Unnecessary Rate Increases.
Call Our Offi ce & Save Today! Se habla español.

Don’t Pay Coastal Insurance Rates When Your Home 
Is Not On the Coast! 

TWIA Is NOT Your Only Option!

No Windstorm Inspection
(WPI8) NOT Required

Convenient Pay Plans
Written Through A-Rated Companies

Companion Policy Discounts
Comprehensive Policies, 

Including Full Water Coverage 

mvernjr@verninsurancegroup.com
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The expertise to

KEEP
YOU 
MOVING
At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine in Clear Lake, 
we know every movement matters. Our specialists offer:

• The latest imaging and technology
• Advanced nonsurgical treatments
• Minimally invasive procedures
• Customized treatment plans 
• State-of-the-art physical and occupational therapy

Whether you’re suffering from simple aches and pains or dealing  
with a complex injury, we can get you back on your feet — and  
keep you moving.  

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/sportsmed

713.363.9090

Nassau Bay
League City

Clear Lake
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