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Andrea Eusan, president of Bri-
argate Elementary School’s par-
ent-teacher organization,  recalls 
when the campus received an 
Improvement Required rating from 
the Texas Education Agency four 
years ago.

“The community felt that Briar-
gate was such an underperforming 
school,” said Eusan, who has two 
fourth graders at Briargate. “We still 
have a bad name because of those 
many problems in the past.”

She said some of the factors that 
led to the rating included low test 
scores and lack of school sta�  sup-
port as well as the lower socio-eco-
nomic environment in which some 
parents struggled to balance full-
time jobs with getting their children 
to school on time.

Along with that rating, Briargate’s 
student population in 2015-16 was 
75.4% economically disadvantaged, 
meaning they qualify for reduced-
price or free lunches or other public 
assistance.

These factors placed Briargate, and 
other Fort Bend ISD schools, among 
Texas schools with higher economic 
disadvantage rates receiving lower 
state accountability ratings—a trend 
that is still evident, according to a 
Community Impact Newspaper anal-
ysis of TEA school accountability 
ratings. 

FBISD recognizes this and has 
begun implementing programs—
including the Early Literacy Center 
at Ridgemont Elementary School—to 

 CONTINUED ON 26

New district programs attempt to reverse trend of lower accountability scores
Some low FBISD school ratings linked to higher poverty

BY CHRISTINE HALL

Local leaders: More transit 
options needed for growth

As the Greater Houston area population continues to 
grow, Fort Bend County has kept pace with the region 
consistently growing by about 100,000 residents every 
� ve years since 2000, according to U.S. Census Bureau 
data. 

In response to this local growth as well as regional 
growth, the Houston-Galveston Area Council in its 2045 
Regional Transportation Plan is calling for $340 million 
in federal funding for 22 proposed projects to improve 
transportation in Fort Bend County over the next 25 
years. Regionally—spanning eight counties—the H-GAC 
is calling for $2.9 billion in federal funding for 193 

BY BETH MARSHALL
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Sizing up FBISD Data shows school districts with more economically disadvantage tend 
to earn lower ratings from the Texas Education Agency.

Houston ISD

2017-18 enrollment: 214,175

Katy ISD

2017-18 enrollment: 77,522

Fort Bend ISD

2017-18 enrollment: 74,957

Lamar Consolidated ISD

2017-18 enrollment: 32,051
SOURCES: POPULATION AND SURVEY ANALYSTS, TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

*District is not offi cially rated due to the Harvey Provision.

SOURCES: UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON, FORT BEND COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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A University of Houston study showed 

Fort Bend County’s population could exceed 

2 million by 2050.

Percentage of economically 
disadvantaged students

Accountability 
ratings

84*74.9%

9030.9%

89*37.3%

87*41.3%

2017-18 stats:
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hccs.edu/apply |  713.718.2277  

West Loop Campus
5601 West Loop S., Houston

Brays Oaks Campus
8855 West Bellfort, Houston

Stafford Campus
10041 Cash Road, Stafford

Gulfton Center
5407 Gulfton Street, Houston

Missouri City Campus
1600 Texas Parkway, Missouri City

@HCCSWcollege

GET  AHEAD
OF THE PACK

Information Technology Advanced Manufacturing
Health Business Art & Design and more
Credit & Continuing Education programs available

Register for Summer Now !
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© 2019 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. COM_088684_19

With over 65 years of leadership and experience in pediatrics, people come to us from around the world for 
lifesaving treatments and expertise. Others don’t even have to leave their block. With locations across Houston 
and Texas Children’s Specialty Care Sugar Land right in your neck of the woods, you’ll find the right care at 
the right time – in the right place. For more information or to schedule an appointment online in specialties 

such as Endocrinology, Orthopedics and Sports Medicine, visit texaschildrens.org/sugarland.

Specialty Care

HOME-GROWN CARE
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KATY   |   LEAGUE CITY   |   MEMORIAL CITY   |   SUGAR LAND   |   TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER   |   THE WOODLANDS

At MD Anderson Cancer Center, we are dedicated to one thing: ending cancer.  This singular purpose is why we are
the nation’s leader in cancer care. From prevention and accurate diagnosis to personalized treatment and innovative clinical trials, 

our cancer experts are giving patients like Bob Harris every chance for the best possible outcome.
Choose MD Anderson first. Call 713-745-9940 or visit FindYourMDAnderson.com.

Bob Harris  |   Cancer Survivor

“Cancer, our mission is to end you”

Ranked number one in the  
nation for cancer care by  
U.S. News & World Report.
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works 
or something going on in 
town? Send it to slmfeedback@
communityimpact.com.
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As summer vacation approaches Fort 
Bend ISD parents, teachers and students 
can breathe a sigh of relief now that the 
State of Texas Assessment of Academic 
Readiness testing is over for the 2018-19 
school year. 

The STAAR test is linked to account-
ability ratings given individually to 
schools and overall to districts by the 
Texas Education Agency. Our cover story 
takes a look at schools in FBISD that 
struggle to make the grade. Data shows 
that schools with a higher student pop-
ulation of economically disadvantaged 
students tend to have lower accountabil-
ity ratings. 

Look at Page 26 to read more about this 
trend and learn what FBISD is doing to 
address the issue and close the learning 
gap in the district. 

Looking ahead to our June edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper readers 
can expect in-depth coverage of the 
health care industry in our annual Health 
Care Directory. This will include health 
statistics for Fort Bend County, a list of 
area physicians and hospitals in Sugar 
Land and Missouri City as well as timely 
news discussing hot health care topics. 

What is a health care topic close 
to your heart? You can let us know at      
slm@impactnews.com.

Stay informed as this school year ends

Although the May 4 election has just passed and 
this issue will not feature election coverage, readers 
can visit communityimpact.com for the latest results. 

Reporters and editors cover election night in May 
and November each year to bring readers live, up-to-
date coverage. 

As newly elected o�  cials begin settling into their 
roles on Sugar Land City Council or the Fort Bend 
ISD board of trustees, be sure to follow along with 
up-to-date news provided online a� er school board 
and city council meetings. 

If you have not noticed already, Community 
Impact Newspaper sends reporters to local govern-
ment and school district meetings in order to provide 
timely coverage for readers, build relationships in 
the community and remain a friendly face in front of 
council members and board trustees. 

If you see us at a Fort Bend ISD, Sugar Land City 
Council, Missouri City City Council or Fort Bend 
County Commissioners Court meeting do not hesitate 
to say hello.

Where can readers fi nd election coverage?
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IMPACTS
  4   The Axelrad Clinic opened an offi ce 
at 4665 Sweetwater Blvd., Ste. 111, Sugar 
Land, on April 8. The clinic offers acupunc-
ture, pain management and women’s 
health services, including hormone bal-
ance, thyroid and fertility. 713-527-9555. 
www.axelradclinic.com 

  5   Minuteman Press opened a location 
April 13 at 614 Texas Parkway, Ste. 600, 
Missouri City, according to owner Michael 
McClure. The shop offers printing, design 
and promotional items. 832-987-1385. 
www.missouricity-tx.minutemanpress.com

  6   PrimeWay Federal Credit Union 
opened its branch at 6540 E. Riverpark 
Drive, Sugar Land, on May 1. PrimeWay 
provides members with checking, savings, 
investment and loan options for personal, 
business and youth accounts. 
713-799-6200. 
www.primewayfcu.com

  7   Missouri City Dentistry opened April 
1 at 9612 Hwy. 6, Ste. 100, Missouri City. 
The dental offi ce offers a full array of ser-
vices for family dental care. It is open until 7 
p.m. on Thursdays and every Saturday from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. to accommodate patients’ 
schedules. 281-747-9988. 
www.missouricitydentistry.net

  8  The Blue Fish opened April 7 in First 
Colony Mall at 16535 Hwy. 59, Ste. 2510, 
Sugar Land. A variety of sushi and sashimi 
options can be found on the menu, along 
with grilled entrees, such as chicken or 
steak teriyaki. Craft cocktails, wine and 
sake are also on the menu, and catering 
services will be available. 281-884-3474. 
www.thebluefi shsushi.com

  9   Rush Cycle Sugar Land held its soft 
opening on April 15 in the Crossing at 
Telfair development, 350 Promenade Way, 
Ste. 950, Sugar Land. The California-based 
franchise offers indoor spin cycling with 
a trained instructor. The location will host 
grand opening celebrations May 11 and 
May 18. 832-683-0131. 
www.rushcycle.com

 10  Smoothie King opened a new location 
near Sienna Plantation at 9101 Sienna 
Crossing Drive, Missouri City, on April 
1. The shop offers a variety of smoothie 
fl avors that can be customized with ingredi-
ents to reach customers’ health goals. 
281-778-7130. www.smoothieking.com

NOW OPEN

  1   BFW Pizza opened Feb. 1 at 16535 Lex-
ington Blvd., Sugar Land. The delivery-only 
pizzeria is open from Sunday through 
Thursday from 3-10 p.m. and Friday and 
Saturday from 3-11 p.m. The menu features 
classic favorites, such as margherita pizza 
and New York pepperoni pizza, as well as 
other gourmet options. The menu also in-
cludes vegetarian, pork-free and beef-free 

pizzas. All pizzas are made with organic, 
premium ingredients and cooked in a mes-
quite wood-fi red Italian brick oven, owner 
Cliff Phillips said. 832-370-7088. 
www.bfwpizza.com 

  2   Teapresso Bar opened April 6 at 3382 
Hwy. 6, Sugar Land. Teapresso Bar was 
established in Honolulu in 2014. The menu 
offers tea, coffee, lemonades, frappes, 
slushes and smoothies. The Sugar Land

location also serves mochi ice cream. 
281-565-0060. www.teapressobartx.com

  3   Reema Lamba opened The Learning 
Experience at 3451 FM 1092, Missouri 
City, on March 4. It employs more than 30 
teachers and staff members to serve about 
180 children ages 6 weeks to 6 years old. 
832-539-6816. 
www.thelearningexperience.com

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 
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9PROMENADE WAY

SIENNA CROSSING DR.

COPPER CREEK LN.

WESCOTT AVE.

KENSINGTON DR.

Unique floor plans - Move In Today! Beltway 8 Office Center - Flexible Terms! Suite 370 - 1,552 SF - Fully furnished suites available - Move in Ready!

12603 Southwest Fwy10707 Corporate Dr. Beltway 8 at 59 10701 Corporate Dr. FREE RENT

Suite Sq. Ft.
275 861
166 1,359
551 1,364
625 2,033

600/601 4,095

Suite Sq. Ft.
9920-410 3,612
9920-400 4,008
9940-350 5,641
9940-330 5,781
9940-310 5,997

Suite Sq. Ft.
111 615
108 765
137 1,109
215 1,296
170 3,570

Suite Sq. Ft.
393 664
384 1,231
135 1,502
172 2,172
340 3,826

Please give us a call for more spaces!Call now to schedule your tour or to view more spaces!More spaces available! Up to 10,000 sf of contiguous space available! Great location!

Awesome lake views!

MMatt Eas
terling Direct (281) 598-9857 Offce (713) 789-2200 www.LandParkCo.com

measter
ling@landpark

co.com

Rememb
er and

Hono
r!

SUGAR  LAND/STAFFORD  AREA   OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  LEASE!
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FEATURED IMPACT—NOW OPEN

Barbara Gregory expanded her online Etsy shop, B. Gregory Design, to a brick-and-
mortar store in Sugar Land Town Square on April 16 at 16121 City Walk, Sugar Land. The 
boutique creates wedding experiences for couples before, during and after their wedding 
day, including custom wedding invitations, stationery, calligraphy and branding, as well as 
hand-painted and laser-cut signage. 832-304-0819. www.bgregorydesign.com

  11   Brightway Insurance Agency owner 
Aaron McCready opened a location at 3527 
Hwy. 6, Ste. 270, Sugar Land, on May 6. The 
offi ce offers policies on a variety of home, 
fl ood, personal items and automobile insur-
ance coverage. 832-532-8179. 
www.brightwaymccready.com

  12   Jersey Mike’s Subs opened a location 
at 8840 Hwy. 6, Missouri City, on May 1. 
The fast-casual sandwich franchise offers 
cold and hot subs, signature wraps, sides 
and desserts, as well as catering options. 
www.jerseymikes.com

  13   Another Broken Egg Cafe opened 
May 6 at 1912 Wescott Ave., Ste. 250, Sugar 
Land. The Southern-inspired breakfast, 
brunch and lunch restaurant offers tradi-
tional breakfast menu items as well as sea-
sonal dishes, gluten-free items and brunch 
cocktails. The Sugar Land location is the 
seventh Another Broken Egg Cafe location 
in Texas and the fourth in the Greater Hous-
ton area. www.anotherbrokenegg.com 

COMING SOON

 14  Sacred Leaf Zero will open May 20 
at 5201 Hwy. 6, Ste. 575, Missouri City. 
The CBD store offers products such as 
capsules, gummies, lotions and edibles. 
281-515-8572. 
www.sacredleafmocity.com

 15  Jamba Juice franchisees Hugh and 
Karen Tillman said their new location at the 
Shoppes at Sienna Plantation will open May 
8 at 9303 Hwy. 6, Ste. 100, Missouri City. 
Jamba Juice is known for selling smoothies, 
juices, snacks and more. 281-778-0019. 
www.facebook.com/SiennaJamba

 16  Wing Station is slated to open in early 
May at its new location at 4821 LJ Park-
way, Ste. 80, Sugar Land, according to the 
owner. Wing Station specializes in a unique 
approach to hand-spun wings, sauces and 
dry rubs. 346-816-7213. 
www.wing-station.com

 17  Fairfi eld Inn & Suites Houston Mis-
souri City will open in mid-May at 3533 FM 
1092, Missouri City, according to the hotel. 
Features will include 75 guest rooms, three 
meeting rooms, complimentary breakfast 
and a business center. 832-899-8181. 
www.marriott.com

 18  SwimLabs owners Angela and Mehdi 

Balouchestani said their swim school at 
2745 N. Town Center Blvd., Ste. E, Sugar 
Land, will open by May 15. SwimLabs offers 
classes for various skill levels and provides 
instant video feedback that transforms 
swim instruction. Its facility uses endless 
pools with water fl ow and mirrors at the 
bottom of the pool that allow swimmers 
to swim in place while coaches analyze all 
angles of the swimmer’s stroke. 
281-789-0801. www.swimlabs.com

 19  Kilwins Chocolates will open in early 
June in Sugar Land Town Square at 16029 
City Walk, Sugar Land, according to the 
owner. The northern Michigan-based choc-
olate shop was founded in 1947 and offers 
made-in-store Mackinac Island fudge, 
caramel apples, handcrafted chocolates 
and ice cream. 888-454-5946. 
www.kilwins.com

 20  U’Maki Sushi Burrito is slated to open 
in mid-May in the University Commons 
at 13445 University Blvd., Sugar Land, 
according to U’Maki’s corporate offi ce. This 
will be the third location in Houston and the 
fi rst franchisee for the restaurant, known 
for its giant sushi rolls made to look like 
burritos. 281-207-6575. www.u-maki.com

 21  PetSuites of America has a new lo-
cation under construction at 8320 Copper 
Creek Lane, Missouri City, that is expected 
to open in late June. The business, under 
the name PetSuites Houston Sugar Land/
Missouri City, will provide grooming, 
boarding, an open play area, a pet spa and 
day care for dogs and cats. 
www.petsuitesofamerica.com

  22   Home2 Suites by Hilton Rosenberg 
Sugar Land Area will open an extend-
ed-stay hotel at 5350 Pointe West Circle, 
Richmond, on May 30. The hotel will offer 
pet-friendly suites with complimentary Wi-
Fi, a shuttle, breakfast, and evening socials 
with beverages and food offerings. 
346-843-2777. 
www.home2suites3.hilton.com

 23  Franchisee Maulik Patel is bringing the 
fast-casual Asian chain Teriyaki Madness 
to Sugar Land at 636 Hwy. 6, Ste. 900. He 
expects to open the restaurant the week of 

May 26. The restaurant offers appetizers 
and teriyaki bowls that can be customized 
with meat, vegetables, noodles or rice 
cooked in signature sauces. 
www.teriyakimadness.com

RELOCATIONS

 24  The Joint Chiropractic-Missouri City 
relocated to The Village of Riverstone at 
18841 University Blvd., Ste. 410, Sugar 
Land, on April 29 from 5730 Hwy. 6, Ste. 
114, Missouri City. The offi ce, led by Nathan 
Hall and Teresa Le, provides chiropractic 
services for back and neck pain, allergies, 
migraines and more. Walk-ins are welcome; 

no insurance is needed; and the offi ce is 
open evenings and weekends. 
281-403-9000. www.thejoint.com

 25  Sugar Land Counseling Center 
relocated its business April 22 to 16400 
Kensington Drive, Sugar Land, from 4665 
Sweetwater Blvd., Ste. 110, Sugar Land. The 
center provides counseling to individuals, 
couples and families, as well as conducts 
evaluations for attention defi cit hyperactivity 
disorder, autism and learning disabilities. The 
center offers convenient appointment times, 
including evenings and weekends. 
832-876-3232. 
www.sugarlandcounseling.com

  A  

  2    3  

 COMPILED BY BETH MARSHALL
AND CHRISTINE HALL

News or questions about Sugar Land and Missouri City? 
Email us at slmnews@communityimpact.com.

IS A 

THEY SAY

Happiness

Independent Living | Assisted Living | AL License #132339 | 7001 Riverbrook Drive | Sugar Land, TX 77479

WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM

COME BE HAPPY AT

281-612-1284
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Paid Advertisement

On average, someone in the U.S. has a stroke 
every 40 seconds. Every four minutes, someone 
dies of stroke. One of the best ways to combat 
this killer is to arm yourself with the facts. 
Memorial Hermann affi  liated neurologist 
Joseph Cochran, MD, shares the most 
common myths he hears about stroke and sets 
the record straight.

MYTH: A stroke is like a heart attack.
“A heart attack aff ects the heart; a stroke occurs 
when blood fl ow to the brain is interrupted, 
depriving brain tissue of oxygen,” says Dr. 
Cochran. “But heart disease and stroke share 
many of the same risk factors.”

MYTH: A stroke is a “brain bleed.”
“Yes and no,” says Dr. Cochran. “Th ere are 
two types of stroke, hemorrhagic and ischemic. 
Hemorrhagic stroke occurs when a blood 
vessel in the brain bursts, causing bleeding in 
the surrounding tissue. Ischemic stroke occurs 
when a blood clot blocks a blood vessel 
carrying blood to the brain, cutting off  blood 
supply.”

MYTH: Strokes just randomly occur and 
can’t be prevented.
“Not true,” says Dr. Cochran. “While family 
history of stroke increases your chances for 
stroke, up to 80 percent of strokes are 
preventable by managing the risk factors, 
including maintaining a healthy weight and 
blood pressure and cholesterol levels, 
exercising and avoiding smoking.”

MYTH: The most common sign of a 
stroke is a severe headache.
Th e acronym BE FAST can help you quickly 
recognize common signs of stroke and the 
action to take:

• Balance – Is there a sudden loss of 
balance or coordination?

• Eyes – Is there sudden blurred or double 
vision?

• Face Drooping – Is the person’s smile 
uneven or lopsided?

• Arm Weakness – Does one side drift  
downward? Is there weakness or 
numbness on one side?

• Speech Diffi  culty – Does the person 
have slurred or garbled speech? 

• Time to Call 911 – Tell the 911 operator 
you think it’s a stroke and when 
symptoms began.

MYTH: Strokes can’t be treated.
“We can treat ischemic stroke with a clot-
busting drug called tissue plasminogen 
activator (tPA), which must be administered 
within 4 1/2 hours of the onset of stroke. For 
hemorrhagic stroke, we can administer drugs 
to reduce blood pressure, to slow down the 
bleeding, and may perform surgery to repair 
the ruptured blood vessel,” says Dr. Cochran.

MYTH: Little strokes aren’t cause for 
concern.
Small strokes, known as transient ischemic 
attacks (TIAs), are strong predictors of stroke. 
A person who has had one or more TIAs is 
almost 10 times more likely to have a stroke. 
TIA should be considered a medical emergency.

MYTH: All hospitals are equally 
equipped to handle strokes.
Th e Joint Commission certifi es hospitals that 
meet certain standards for care of acute stroke, 
designating them as Primary Stroke Centers 
(PSCs) and Comprehensive Stroke Centers 
(CSCs). Both are advanced designations, but 
CSCs are the most advanced.

Mischer Neuroscience Institute at Memorial 
Hermann-Texas Medical Center is a CSC, the 
fi rst stroke program in the region to meet such 
standards. In addition, seven Memorial 
Hermann hospitals, including Memorial 
Hermann Southwest Hospital and Memorial 
Hermann Sugar Land Hospital, are PSCs.

Stroke Myths: Are you Stroke Aware?

To learn more about stroke symptoms and care,
visit neuro.memorialhermann.org/stroke

Joseph Cochran, MD
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09LEARN ABOUT  INTELLECTUAL 
DISABILITIES

The Arc of Fort Bend County hosts the 

Texas Workforce Commission’s Troy 

Schlag, who will speak about vocation-

al rehabilitation services and how to 

improve the quality of life for people with 

intellectual and developmental disabili-

ties. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. United Way 

Fort Bend, 12300 Parc Crest, Stafford. 

281-494-5959. www.arcoffortbend.org

10BIKE TO WORK AND SCHOOL
The city of Sugar Land and Shape 

Up Fort Bend are leading a leisurely group 

ride from Sugar Land’s Memorial Park 

to Fort Settlement Middle School for 

the sixth annual Bike to School Day or to 

Sugar Land City Hall for the eighth annual 

Bike to Work Day. Food and prizes will also 

be handed out to participants. 7:30-9 a.m. 

Free. 281-242-2000. 

www.sugarlandtx.gov

11ENJOY INDIAN INSTRUMENTAL 
MUSIC

Renditions of classical Indian music will 

be played by Indian Music Society of 

Houston members Sangeeta Panse, Varad 

Gaikwad and Govind Shetty, featuring the 

sitar, fl ute and tabla. 2-3 p.m. Free. Sienna 

Branch Library, 8411 Sienna Springs Blvd., 

Missouri City. 281-238-2900. 

www.fortbend.lib.tx.us

17GET A FOOD HANDLERS PERMIT
Food service employees can now 

learn about food safety closer to home. 

The Texas Department of State Health 

Services is offering its accredited food 

handlers program at the Fort Bend Coun-

ty Extension Offi ce. The class is a basic 

overview of good hygiene, cross contam-

ination, and food time and temperature. 

Participants will learn about foodborne 

illness, how it is caused and prevention. 

9-11 a.m. $20. 1402 Band Road, Ste. 100, 

Rosenberg. 281-342-3034. 

fortbend.www.agrilife.org/fch

29LEARN ABOUT THE FUTURE 
OF HEALTH CARE

The health care division of the Fort Bend 

Chamber of Commerce discusses trends, 

challenges and the future of health care. 

The panel includes Joe Freudenberger, 

Oak Bend Medical Center; Richard Ehiers, 

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center; Malisha 

Patel, Memorial Hermann Sugar Land & 

Southwest Hospital; and Chris Siebenaler, 

Houston Methodist Sugar Land Hospital. 

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. $35-$500. Safari Texas 

Ranch, 11627 FM 1464, Richmond. 

281-566-2161. 

www.fortbendchamber.com

JUNE

08EAT PANCAKES FOR CHARITY
Catholic Charities’ Sixth Annual 

Pancake Festival includes all-you-can-eat 

pancakes, free carnival games, face paint-

ing and a jump house. $5. Mamie George 

Community Center, 1111 Collins Road, 

Richmond. 7 a.m.-noon. 281-202-6222. 

www.catholiccharities.org

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition.
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

MOTHER’S DAY
CELEBRATE MOM WITH THESE 
MAY EVENTS AROUND SUGAR 
LAND AND MISSOURI CITY.

MAY
CRAFTS
11 Mother’s Day crafts, 
10:30-11:30 a.m., Free, 
Sienna Branch Library, 
281-238-2900.
12 Cake Decorating, 10 a.m.-1 p.m,
$15, Missouri City Community   
Center, 281-403-8500.
FOOD
12 Mother’s Day Brunch, 
10:30 a.m.-3 p.m., $39.95,   
Sweetwater Country Club, 
281-980-4100.
OUTINGS
11 Mother’s Day Soul Music Festival,  
7:30 p.m., $49-$170. Smart  
Financial Centre, 281-207-6278.
11 Tea & Targets, 10 a.m, $15-$20, 
George Ranch Historical Park, 
281-343-0218.

TO-DO LIST MAY-JUNE
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CHECK OUT NEW ARTISTS 
SAWMILL LAKE CLUB
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HONOR THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED 
SUGAR LAND MEMORIAL PARK
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Hands and Hearts Foundation hosts its annual golf 
tournament fundraiser and dinner. 10:30 a.m.-7 
p.m. $175. Pecan Grove Plantation Country Club, 
3000 Plantation Drive, Richmond. 713-725-8762. 
www.handsandheartsfoundation.org

More than 50 artists will display their work as part 
of the SiennArt on the Lake fi ne arts festival. In 
addition, there will be a student show, food trucks, 
a beverage tent and music. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
Sawmill Lake Club, 10323 Mount Logan, Missouri 
City. 281-778-3866. www.siennartonthelake.com

The city of Sugar Land hosts its 10th annual Memorial Day event 
with educational activities, military exhibits, a fl ag ceremony and 
patriotic music. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. Sugar Land Memorial Park, 
15300 University Blvd., Sugar Land. 281-275-2825.
www.sugarlandtx.gov

COMPILED BY CHRISTINE HALL
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At CHI St. Luke's Health, we offer comprehensive 
care for even the most complex stroke cases. 
Our Comprehensive Stroke Centers have the 
capability to quickly intervene to stop the 
progression of stroke damage and prevent 
permanent impairment through the use of 
thrombolytic medications and minimally
invasive techniques. 

Take our Think F.A.S.T. Quiz to test your stroke 
knowledge at CHIStLukesHealth.org/Stroke.

CAN YOU SPOT THE SIGNS 
OF A STROKE?

Comprehensive Stroke Center
Baylor St. Luke's Medical Center
6720 Bertner Avenue, Houston, TX 77030

Comprehensive Stroke Center
CHI St. Luke's Health–The Woodlands Hospital
17200 St. Luke’s Way, The Woodlands, TX 77384

Primary Stroke Center
CHI St. Luke's Health–Brazosport Hospital
100 Medical Drive, Lake Jackson, TX 77566

WHERE TO FIND HELP
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COMPILED BY CHRISTINE  HALL, 
BRIAN RASH AND JOE WARNERTRANSPORTATION
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  1   Brooks Street bridge improvements 

Design of a small concrete wall on the west 
side of the bridge to match the east side 
is underway. Construction is expected to 
begin in May and will take three months to 
complete after notice to proceed. 

Timeline: May-August

Cost: $350,000

Funding source: city of Sugar Land

  3   Ludwig Lane widening 

Work to reconstruct the two-lane asphalt 
road to a three-lane concrete road from 
Dulles Avenue to Brand Lane in Missouri 
City is slated to be complete in late May.

Timeline: May 2018-May 2019

Cost: $2 million

Funding source: Fort Bend County   6   Sansbury Boulevard construction 

Weather had delayed this project on Sans-
bury Boulevard from Grand Estates Drive 
to Williams Way Boulevard in Richmond, 
which will feature a four-lane divided con-
crete roadway. The concrete pavement is 
near completion. Remaining work includes 
fi nal road leveling and turf establishment.

Timeline: August 2018-May 2019

Cost: $4.4 million

Funding source: Fort Bend County

  4   Greenbriar Drive reconstruction 

Single-lane closures are taking place along 
Greenbriar Drive, a residential street, from 
Linden Street to Greenridge Drive for street 
pavement rehabilitation. Greenbriar is one 
of four streets identifi ed by the city of Sugar 
Land for work as part of its pavement man-
agement and maintenance program. 

Timeline: March-May

Cost: $450,000

Funding source: city of Sugar Land

  5   Dairy Ashford widening 

Work on the north side of Hwy. 90 is 
underway, including installation of an 
underground storm sewer system. Union 
Pacifi c Corp. worked on the railroad at 
Dairy Ashford and Hwy. 90 at the end of 
April in preparation of the road widening, 
which will include additional turn lanes and 
an increase of one through lane in each 
direction north and south from Parklane 
Boulevard to beyond Julie Rivers Drive. 
Newly constructed northbound and south-
bound lanes south of Hwy. 90 to Parklane 
are complete. Previous work on the project 
included adding a permanent raised medi-
an at Dairy Ashford and Parklane.

Timeline: July 2018-December 2019

Cost: $5.1 million

Funding sources: city of Sugar Land, Fort 
Bend County

  2   Hwy. 6 improvements 

This project focuses on widening Hwy. 6 
from six to eight lanes by adding an outside 
lane in each direction from Brooks Street 
to Lexington Boulevard. Intermittent 
single-lane closures are expected through 
August as work crews relocate power line 
poles. Construction will begin in July and is 
expected to last about 14 months.

Timeline: July 2019-October 2020

Cost: $7.5 million

Funding sources: city of Sugar Land, 
Texas Department of Transportation, Fort 
Bend County

UPCOMING PROJECTS

ONGOING PROJECTS
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SANSBURY BLVD.

GRAND ESTATES BLVD.

All information on this page was updated as of 
4/18/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at slm@communityimpact.com.

HOW IT WORKS

Proposed bill would 
double traffic fines on 
dangerous roadways
A new bill in the Texas Legislature 
could set up traffi c safety corridors and 
increase traffi c fi nes on the state’s most 
dangerous roadways.

According to the Texas Department of 
Transportation, there has been at least 
one fatality from motor vehicle crash-
es on Texas roadways every day since 
Nov. 7, 2000. While TxDOT has brought 
awareness to trying to end the streak, an 
Austin lawmaker has proposed legisla-
tion to increase fi nes in newly created 
traffi c safety corridors.

State Rep. Vikki Goodwin, D-Austin, in-
troduced House Bill 2841 to the Legisla-
ture on March 1. The proposed bill would 
allow TxDOT to designate areas with high 
traffi c fatality rates as safety corridors. 
TxDOT would determine the zones 
based on data, according to Goodwin. 
A sign would be placed at both ends of 
the corridor, and traffi c violations within 
those areas would bring double the fi ne 
to motorists. Revenue collected would 
go back to supporting law-enforcement 
efforts in the corridor.
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Access Houston Methodist primary care at a location near you.

Our doctors provide personalized care for you and your family, including physicals, 
immunizations and preventive care. 

Convenient, Quality 
PRIMARY  
CARE

Sienna Plantation

Sugar Land

Riverstone
Sweetwater

Long Meadow Farms

59
8

99

1093

6

Sienna Plantation

Our practices:
• Provide online scheduling
• Accept most major insurance plans

• Are conveniently located close to 
work or home

Schedule an appointment: houstonmethodist.org/pcg  |  281.201.6050

MEET NEW FRIENDS. GAIN THE 
CONFIDENCE TO SUCCEED.

ATTEND A FREE LOCAL PRESENTATION!ATTEND A FREE LOCAL PRESENTATION!ATTEND A FREE LOCAL PRESENTATION!ATTEND A FREE LOCAL PRESENTATION!ATTEND A FREE LOCAL PRESENTATION!ATTEND A FREE LOCAL PRESENTATION!ATTEND A FREE LOCAL PRESENTATION!ATTEND A FREE LOCAL PRESENTATION!ATTEND A FREE LOCAL PRESENTATION!
»» Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. Thursday May 9, June 6 and July 11 @ 7 p.m. 

»» Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Sugarland, 12655 Southwest Freeway, Stafford. 281-491-7700.

At Marine Military Academy, we work hard ... and play hard! Make the most of 
your son’s summer and send him to our four-week summer camp. Every day, he’ll 
participate in challenging but exciting physical and military activities that build 
self-discipline, teamwork, confidence and good old-fashioned muscle! Register your 
son TODAY!  SUMMER CAMP DATES - JUNE 29 TO JULY 27. 

MMA Summer Camp  MMA Summer Camp  MMA Summer Camp  MMA Summer Camp  MMA Summer Camp  MMA Summer Camp  MMA Summer Camp  MMA Summer Camp  MMA Summer Camp  MMA Summer Camp  MMA Summer Camp  »» A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 11-18 A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 11-18 A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 11-18 A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 11-18 A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 11-18 A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 11-18 A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 11-18 A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 11-18 A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 11-18 A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 11-18 »» MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX   MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX  

MMA-TX.ORG/SUMMERCAMP »» 956.423.6006

MARINE 
MILITARY 
ACADEMY
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an “emergency item” by Gov. Greg 
Abbott for this legislative session. The 
Texas House of Representatives passed 
HB 3 on April 4, and it will now make 
its way through the same process in the 
Senate.

State Rep. Ron Reynolds, D-Missouri 
City, who co-authored HB 3 and has 
been advocating for full-day pre-K since 
being elected to the House in 2011, said 
this legislation is a step in the right 
direction.

“They will have greater skills and 
be more prepared for kindergarten,” 
Reynolds said. “It will also bene� t chil-
dren who can’t participate in a half-day 
program because their parents aren’t 
able to pick them up.”

Though the bill’s future is still 
developing, Bassett discussed several 
unknowns associated with accommo-
dating more students in pre-K.

Bassett said 40% of pre-K classes in 
the district are half day. However, there 
are not enough classrooms in those 20 
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schools to o� er more than one class at a 
time, he said. 

“We have plenty of classrooms, but 
they are not all in one place, so some 
work needs to be done,” Bassett said.

That means while classes would be 
o� ered at a child’s zoned school, they 
may be taken to another school where 
there are classrooms, he said.

In addition, if all classes were full 
day, Bassett said the district would 
need to hire between 50 and 200 
teachers and aides to meet the demand. 
He said if the bill is passed, the district 
would likely be able to � ll those jobs 
in time for the 2019-20 school year to 
begin.

Another unknown is the cost. A 
solution designates a portion of HB 3 
to help provide funding for the other 
half of the day by establishing an early 
reading program that will fund full-day, 
high-quality prekindergarten for low-in-
come students, according to the bill.

However, the district expects the cost 
of full-day pre-K to exceed the amount 
of new revenue, Bassett said. If HB 3 
passes as dra� ed, FBISD would gain 
$5.3 million in new funding for early 
childhood literacy, but the overall 
additional cost would depend on 

EDUCATION

Full-day pre-K to be ‘game-changer’ for 
Fort Bend ISD if state passes House Bill 3

 More 4-year-old students within Fort 
Bend ISD could get their own full-day 
prekindergarten class if the 86th Texas 
Legislature passes House Bill 3.

FBISD has 18 elementary campuses 
o� ering morning or a� ernoon half-day 
prekindergarten sessions to students 
who meet certain eligibility require-
ments, such as being enrolled in free or 
reduced lunch. 

It also o� ers two full-day programs at 
Ridgemont and Hunters Glen elemen-
tary schools through a collaboration 
with charter school BakerRipley Head 
Start, according to the district.

FBISD Chief Financial O�  cer Steven 
Bassett shared how the bill, which 
makes $9 billion in school � nance 
policy changes, would a� ect the district 
at a Fort Bend Chamber of Commerce 
event March 8.

“This is a game-changer,” Bassett 
said. 

School � nance reform was declared 

BY CHRISTINE HALL

enrollment, Bassett said.
Despite the unknowns, state and dis-

trict education data shows attendance 
in pre-K is likely to provide positive 
outcomes for students. 

A 2017 Texas Education Agency 
study that followed prekindergarten 
students over a 15-year period found 
that children who attended prekinder-
garten classes were 16% more likely to 
demonstrate skills showing kindergar-
ten readiness. 

In FBISD, of the 1,212 kindergartners 
enrolled in 2017-18 who attended a pub-
lic pre-K program, 22.1% were assessed 
as kindergarten ready, according to TEA 
data.

In addition, 86% of pre-K students 
enrolled at a FBISD school in 2017-18 
showed emergent literacy reading skills 
at the end of the year compared with 
46% at the beginning, according to TEA 
data. Meanwhile, 43% of students were 
pro� cient in language and communica-
tion skills, and mathematics pro� ciency 
grew two percentage points to 86%.

“Establishing this program will help 
students become more independent 
learners and enter kindergarten at 
grade level,” Reynolds said. “It will be 
setting the right foundation.”

• Have limited English profi ciency

• Meet federal Income Eligibility Guidelines

• Be homeless 

• Be a part of the U.S. Department of Family and Protective Services conservatorship

• Is a dependent child of an active U.S. armed forces member or one who has been injured 

or killed while on active duty

• Is a dependent of a police offi cer, fi refi ghter or emergency medical responder who was 

seriously injured or killed in the line of duty and who received the Star of Texas Award 

Who qualifi es for pre-K in FBISD?

Pre-K skills 
assessment

An eligible child must be 4 years old on or before Sept. 1, be a Fort Bend ISD resident 
and meet one of the following specifi cations: 

SOURCE: FORT BEND ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Fort Bend ISD prekindergarten assessments compare 
beginning of the year with end of the year results 
among students enrolled in the 2017-18 school year.

B
eg

in
n

in
g

 o
f y

ea
r

E
n

d
 o

f y
ea

r

New skill

Package includes welcome amenity
& 50% off breakfast

2500 South Shore Blvd. League City,   Tx 77573
Located hal fway between Houston and Galveston,  
one mile f rom Kemah Boardwalk.

Expe�ence

$149/NIGHT*

ROOM PACKAGE

SSHR.COM
281-334-1000

a Gulf Coast Summer Baycation at
South Shore Harbour Resort



or four times, so we help our families 
understand … they’re hopping on this 
emotional roller coaster this child has 
been through already.”

CAFB serves children who are vic-
tims of sexual abuse, physical abuse 
and neglect. The organization has 
seen a 58% increase in the number 
of children served through its Child 
Advocacy Center in the last � ve years, 
CEO Ruthanne Me� ord said. 

Providing trauma-informed care 
is something CAFB is focusing on, 
Me� ord said. 

“We are very focused on implement-
ing trauma-informed care this year and 
going forward throughout our agen-
cies—that means with our sta�  and 
with our volunteers,” Me� ord said. 

CAFB is also paying attention to 
House Bill 123 and Senate Bill 481 that 
would provide fee waivers for foster 
children obtaining birth certi� cates, 
drivers licenses and other government 
documents, Me� ord said. House Bill 
811 and Senate Bill 424 would also 
help homeless children and foster care 
children with behavioral issues by 
requiring in-school suspension only as 
opposed to out-of-school suspension, 
Me� ord said.

“That’s speaking to the trauma-in-
formed care and being able to under-
stand what children are going through 
and the precursors and trauma that 
then may cause them to act out in 
school or have behavioral issues,” 
she said. “We want them to not have 
out-of-school suspension but to rather 
have the educational system approach 
these children through a trauma-in-
formed lens.”

There are 11 Child Protective Services 
regions in Texas, and HB 1536 would 
place two highly trained CPS represen-
tatives in each region to oversee and 
teach the trainings, Miller said. 

Although the Texas Department of 
Family Protective Services—the organi-
zation that oversees CPS—declined to 
comment on the For Our Children Act 
while it is still pending in the legisla-
ture, the department did outline more 
funds for foster care services as a prior-
ity during the ongoing 86th Legislative 
Session. 

Training around trauma is being 
practiced already at Forever Families 
where 200 fosters and adoptions were 

administered last year, Clayborn said. 
“I like the [idea] of trauma-informed 

care because with a parent taking 
on a new kid, there is never enough 
information or training that they could 
go through because it is going to be an 
adjustment,” he said. 

Clayborn said he felt HB 1536 could 
be an unfunded mandate because the 
organization relies on funds from the 
state. However, he said he feels having 
more trauma-informed families will 
lead to a better outcome. 

Me� ord said CAFB tries to fund 
training through grants as much as 
possible, and since the organization 
already has some form of trauma-in-
formed care implemented, HB 1536 
would not be a huge change to the 
system. 

“We have to look for funding for 
that, so that would be either grand 
supported or through general donation 
funding,” she said. “But then what 
we’re doing is we’re trying to leverage 
those dollars by getting people trained 
internally who then can train the 
trainers.” 

As of April 25, HB 1536 was voted 
out of the House committee on human 
services with unanimous support from 
committee members present. 

“Once we get this done, we believe 
and the people that we talked with 
who work with these children [believe] 
that these will transform the system,” 
Miller said. “We won’t have kids 
moving as much, we will have foster 
parents who don’t give their kids back. 
We’ll even have the biological parents 
going through a process getting this 
training and they’ll get their kids back. 
That’s the whole objective. That’s why 
we call it the ‘For Our Children’ bill.”

HEALTH CARE

‘For Our Children’ bill would help prevent 
repeat placement in foster care system

House Bill 1536—known as the 
For Our Children Act—would consist 
of specialized training tailored to 
di� erent organizations and depart-
ments that help children on their way 
through the welfare system. 

Trauma in children can a� ect 
development and behavior. Trauma-in-
formed care aims to address and treat 
these a� ects while preventing future 

traumatization, state Rep. Rick 
Miller, R-Sugar Land said.

One e� ect of abuse and neglect 
in children includes slowed brain 
development, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control. Speci� cally, the 
temporal lobes that regulate emotion 
and receive input from the senses are 
underactive. 

“The issue is trauma and the trauma 
these kids experience and even the 
adults experience in the process,” 
Miller said. “What we’re doing is man-
dating that anyone who touches the 
life of a child in the system from the 
courtroom to the foster home and in 
between will be trained on trauma and 
trauma-informed care.”

In 2017, Fort Bend County had 737 
documented child abuse cases, accord-
ing to local nonpro� t Child Advocates 
of Fort Bend. 

The trauma-informed care training 
would teach adults involved with these 
cases how to connect with abused chil-
dren as well as provide safety and a 
trusting environment while preventing 
retraumatization. Statewide, the cost 
of rolling out the training programs 
would cost about $4.5 million, Miller 
said. 

Local organizations like Forever 
Families in Fort Bend County con-
nects children to adoptive and foster 
families in Texas. Basic items, such 
as background checks for potential 
parents and home visits to check on 
living conditions, are already in place 
for adoptive or foster families, For-
ever Families Chief Marketing O�  cer 
Dewan Clayborn said. 

A 72-hour training for parents is 
also required for parents considering 
adopting or fostering, Clayborn said. 

“We talk about the child, their back-
ground, di� erent types of emotions to 
expect,” he said. “In some situations 
a child has been moved around three 

BY BETH MARSHALL SOURCE: CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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When children are abused 
and their brains are still in 
the formative stages, the 
temporal lobes, which process 
emotion and senses, are 
underdeveloped and 
lack activity. 

NUMBERS TO KNOW

SOURCES: FOREVER FAMILIES, CHILD ADVOCATES OF 
FORT BEND/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

200 CHILDREN
Forever Families in Fort Bend 
County connected 200 children 
to adoptive or foster parents 
in 2018. 

72 HOURS
Potential parents must complete 
a 72-hour training to qualify to 
foster or adopt. 

737 ABUSE CASES
In 2017, there were 737 document-
ed child abuse cases in Fort Bend 
County.

58% INCREASE
The number of children served at 
the Children’s Advocacy Center in 
Fort Bend County has increased 
58% in the last 5 years. 

Temporal lobes

Abused

Control subject

WHAT IS TRAUMA-
INFORMED CARE?

Trauma-informed care ensures a 

person’s physical and emotional 
needs are met in the aftermath of 
a traumatic event. The concept is 
meant to prevent retraumatization 
by continuing care as time goes on 
and understanding trauma can have 
lifelong repercussions. 

MOVING THROUGH THE 
LEGISLATURE

As the 86th Legislative Session’s end date 
of June 16 approaches, House Bill 1536 
will continue making its way through the 
bill stages. 

COMPLETED STAGES: 
Bill was fi led 

Feb. 8

Bill was passed fa-
vorably out of House 
committee on Human 
Services April 23

FUTURE STAGES: 
House must approve 
of the bill

Bill must be voted fa-
vorably out of Senate 
committee

Senate must approve 
of the bill

Governor must take 
action to approve 
the bill

Bill becomes law 

BRAIN MATTERS

STAGE 1

STAGE 2

STAGE 3

STAGE 4

STAGE 5

STAGE 6

STAGE 7
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its conservation plan at its April 16 
meeting. In 2018, the city supplied an 
average of 20 million gallons per day 
of potable water, said Brian Butscher, 
assistant director of public works for 
the city of Sugar Land, via email.

To offset any surcharges, Butscher 
said the city has water rights along 
Oyster Creek and with the Brazos 
River Authority that are not subject 
to the GCWA restrictions, as well as a 
water supply model that uses different 
water supplies to minimize the impact 
of drought restrictions.

“Managing drought demands was 
a big part of the integrated water 
resources plan,” Butscher said. “The 
city followed recent changes to the 
GCWA drought plan closely and built 
updates into our water supply model.”

The new stricter regulations 
resulted from the five-year severe 
drought across Texas that began in 
2010, GCWA General Manager Ivan 
Langford said.

Most drought contingency plans do 
not have associated financial penal-
ties; however, the GCWA decided it 
was the best way to get its customers 
to practice conservation, he said. 

“We are the first to admit ours is 
stricter than most, but at the same 
time, to be successful in a real 
drought, we have to have compliance; 
it cannot be voluntary,” Langford said. 
“We are taking it much more seriously. 
If you don’t comply, financially it is 
going to hit you hard. If you do, it will 
cost you nothing.”

ENVIRONMENT

Stricter water management rules could 
affect Missouri City, Sugar Land overuse

Sugar Land, Missouri City and other 
local water districts submitted drought 
contingency plans to the Texas Com-
mission on Environmental Quality on 
May 1 knowing something new: that 
any additional water usage starting 
May 1 will come with a surcharge.

The TCEQ requires large retail public 
water suppliers to update, adopt and 
submit drought contingency plans 
every five years.

“Water is getting scarce, and so the 
requirements are getting stricter,” said 
Shashi Kumar, the Missouri City Public 
Works director. “If you overuse it, there 
is the consequences of fines.” 

Sugar Land and Missouri City pur-
chase river water, used for anything 
from drinking to watering lawns, from 
entities such as the Gulf Coast Water 
Authority, Missouri City Utilities Man-
ager Dan McGraw said.

Water users are allocated an amount 
based on the average amount of water 
used per calendar month for the last 
three years, McGraw said. 

If the TCEQ declares a drought, 
the city could pay surcharges on the 
extra water, ranging from $10,000 to 
$120,000 depending on the drought 
stage, costs that water providers would 
pass to consumers, McGraw said.

If the city could not get more water 
from the GCWA, it would work with 
the Fort Bend Subsidence District to 
augment the supply with well water, 
McGraw said.

Sugar Land City Council adopted 

BY CHRISTINE HALL
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Drought in Texas from 2000-2019
The longest duration of drought in Texas began in 2010 and ended in 2015. In October 
2011, a severe drought affected 87% of Texas land, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor.

SOURCE: U.S. DROUGHT MONITOR/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

2018201620142012201020082006200420022000

Oct. 4, 2011
D4 - 87.99%
D3 - 96.99%
D2 - 99.16%
D1 - 100%
D0 - 100%

Abnormal - D0
Short-term dry-
ness, some water 
deficits, crops not 
fully recovered

Moderate - D1
Some crop 
damage, water 
shortages devel-
oping, voluntary 
water-use 
restrictions

Severe - D2
Crop loss likely, 
water shortages 
common, water 
restrictions im-
posed

Extreme - D3
Major crop los-
sess, widespread 
water shortages
or restrictions

Exceptional - D4
Widespread crops 
losses, shortages 
of water creating
water emergencies
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Discover what drives you at Kissing Tree.
Located on the banks of the Hill Country, this new 
master planned community is like no other. Outside 
your back door is an 18-hole golf course, putting 
and short game course, 18 miles of trails, pickleball 
courts, a biergarten, and more. From outdoor 
activities to afternoon happy hours, Kissing Tree 
is built with

A DISTINCTLY TEXAN 55+ COMMUNITY



 MISSOURI CITY   Farmers Market 
Partners LLC is now operating from a 
new Missouri City home.

The company was approved to 
begin hosting its Saturday market 
at 5855 Sienna Springs Way near the 
Fort Bend County Library Sienna 
Branch. Missouri City City Council 
approved the move April 1. 

Vendors off er fruits, vegetables, 
eggs, grass-fed beef, chicken and 
artisan food.

It previously operated Farmers 
Market by the Lake at 2700 Lake 
Olympia Parkway Business Center, 
but under the city’s special-event 
provision was only able to run the 
market every two weeks under the 
current policy, said Otis Spriggs, 
director of Missouri City’s develop-
ment services.

Spriggs and the market appealed 
to City Council to be able to host 
the farmers market every Saturday 
through November.

“This location would not cause the 

traffi  c hiccups brought up last time,” 
Spriggs said. “We are meeting with 
the applicants to look to come up 
with a more permanent solution, but 
for right now, this would make it a 
seasonal approach.”

In addition, the market was 
approved to add signage, including 
directional signage at Hwy. 6 and 
Sienna Parkway and at Sienna Cross-
ing Drive as well as Trammel-Fresno 
Road to lead into the site.
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Farmers Market Partners is now 
operating near Sienna Plantation.
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Houston economy slows; no recession on horizon
 HOUSTON  Houstonians can expect 
more employment growth in 2019 but 
at a slower rate than last year, said Jim 
Gaines, chief economist at the Texas 
A&M University Real Estate Center, at 
the 2019 Economic Outlook Forum on 
March 29. 

And despite the nationwide 
slowdown, Gaines said he does not 
anticipate a recession within the next 
couple years.

“The economy is slowing down, but 
it’s not falling off  a cliff ,” Gaines said. 

“And that’s the part that has to be 
communicated to people.”

Houston has also become more 
diversifi ed—relying less on the energy 
sector as the fuel to its economy and 
more on other sectors, such as manu-
facturing and health care—meaning it 
will not be crippled by an oil down-
turn, Gaines said.

“The Houston economy has become 
… enough diversifi ed … it can off set [a 
decline in oil prices] and survive and 
do well,” he said.

Farmers Market Partners moves close to Sienna 
Plantation, begins hosting weekly food events

SOURCES: TEXAS WORKFORCE COMMISSION, REAL ESTATE CENTER AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 
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HOUSTON ECONOMY SLOWDOWN

 Houston’s employment and gross domestic 
product growth is expected to slow down by 2020.
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A DISTINCTLY TEXAN 55+ COMMUNITY

Make an ordinary day extraordinary at 
Kissing Tree. Located on the banks of 

the Hill Country, this distinctly Texan 
community offers 20-acres of amenities 

right outside your back door. Whether 
you prefer a bike ride or a joy ride, this is a 

place where you can live life on your own terms. 
Visit our 55+ community and see how Kissing Tree 
was built with
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Sugar Land City Council 
2700 Town Center Blvd. N., Sugar Land 
May 7, 21, 28, 5:30 p.m. 

Missouri City City Council 
1522 Texas Parkway, Missouri City 
May 6, 20, 7 p.m. 

Fort Bend County Commissioners 
Court 
401 Jackson St., Richmond 
May 7, 14, 28, 1 p.m. 

Fort Bend ISD board of trustees 
16431 Lexington Blvd., Sugar Land 
May 6, 13, 6 p.m.

For instant coverage of these meetings, follow 
us on Twitter: 

@impactnews_slm

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Sugar Land Skeeters bring Christopher Hill back to 
Minor League Baseball team to serve as president
 SUGAR LAND  Christopher Hill has 
come back to the Sugar Land Skeeters, 
this time as president.

Hill, a longtime Minor League 
Baseball executive and Missouri City 
resident, was vice president during 
the Skeeters’ inaugural season in 2012. 

He has also worked with the Wilm-
ington Blue Rocks, a Kansas City Roy-
als High-A affiliate; the Lake Elsinore 
Storm, an Anaheim Angels Single-A 
affiliate; and the Buffalo Bisons, a 
Triple-A affiliate for the Toronto Blue 
Jays, franchises.

“Coming home is a rare and exciting 
opportunity,” Hill said in a statement. 
“To live in such a dynamic com-
munity and now represent the best 
family-friendly venue in the area is an 
honor. We are going to have an excit-
ing team, develop new and engaging 
promotions and most importantly, 
have fun.”

The March 27 announcement comes 
four months after former President Jay 
Miller announced in December that he 
would retire.

“We are thrilled that Chris has 

agreed to lead our organization,” 
Skeeters owner Kevin Zlotnik said in a 
statement. “Chris stood out with both 
his vast minor league experience.”

The Skeeters, winners of the 2018 
Atlantic League Championship, 
opened the 2019 season April 25.

 FORT BEND COUNTY  Fort Bend County 
enacted a tax change on March 26 
that requires residential development 
companies that purchase more than 
$800,000 annually in materials to pay 
a use tax instead of a sales tax when 
they build in unincorporated areas of 
precincts 1, 2 and 3.

Precinct 4 Commissioner Ken 
DeMerchant asked that his precinct, 
which covers areas of Sugar Land and 
Missouri City, be removed from the 
program, and the court agreed. He 
said he feared Precinct 4 would not 
benefit because the area is nearly built 
out.

Sales tax is paid at a shop where 
an item is purchased, while use tax is 
paid where the item is used, according 
to the Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts.

The new program is meant to give 
Fort Bend County the tax revenue that 
would likely have been collected by 
the city of Houston or the Metropoli-
tan Transit Authority of Harris County 

when developers buy materials for 
homes that will be built in Fort Bend 
County, Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Andy Meyers, who represents the 
Katy and Fulshear areas, said in an 
interview. 

He estimates Fort Bend County will 
collect an additional $1 million annu-
ally in revenue from the program to 
spend on local public projects, such as 
law enforcement and transportation.

Meyers said he did not have an esti-
mate for operating the program.

The county has employed the law 
firm Smith, Murdaugh, Little and Bon-
ham LLP to oversee the program.

Fort Bend County Commissioners Court creates 
new program on  sales, use taxes developers pay

COMPILED BY CHRISTINE HALL, JEN PARA AND EVA VIGH

Fort Bend County expects 
to collect an additional $1 

million annually in revenue from the use 
tax program to spend on local public 
projects, such as law enforcement and 
transportation.

NUMBER TO KNOW

$1M

Live life without joint pain.
At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine in  
Sugar Land, we know that joint pain affects every part of your 
life. With treatment plans customized for you, our specialists 
offer a full range of advanced nonsurgical and surgical 
techniques, including:

• Innovative pain control methods
• Physical therapy to improve mobility and range of motion
• Latest technology, including minimally invasive  

surgical techniques
• Presurgical education programs for joint replacement

We can help you find relief from joint pain  — so you can  
keep moving.

Sugar Land

Long Meadows Farm

Sienna 
Plantation

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/jointpain
281.201.0396

without joint pain

KEEP YOU 
MOVING
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said Doug Brinkley, Sugar Land assis-
tant city manager. 

House Bill 4179 is authored by state 
Rep. Rick Miller, R-Sugar Land, and 
co-authored by state Reps. Ron Reyn-
olds, D-Missouri City; Phil Stephenson, 
R-Wharton; and John Zerwas, R-Rich-
mond. The bill was filed March 8 and 
was left pending in the County Affairs 
Committee as of April 25. 

“The hearing on HB 4179 went very 
well,” Miller said in an email April 7. 
“This will enable the county and school 

board to move forward with a sense 
of urgency to complete this essential 
action for the Sugar Land 95.”

As it stands, only counties with a 
population of 8,200 or less have the 
authority own, operate and maintain 
cemeteries should they choose to take 
ownership. 

“We are saying that we just want 
to have the same freedom that small 
counties have,” Fort Bend County Judge 
KP George said. 

As progress continues on construc-
tion of the new school, FBISD officials 
are working to implement the Sugar 
Land 95 into the district’s curriculum. 

“I’m really proud that we’re taking 
this approach,” FBISD trustee Addie 

LEGISLATURE

FBISD plans Sugar Land 95 curriculum as 
officials seek local control of cemeteries

It has been more than a year since 
the remains of 95 bodies were discov-
ered at Fort Bend ISD’s construction site 
for the James Reese Career and Techni-
cal Center set to open in August. 

Officials with FBISD, Fort Bend 
County and the city of Sugar Land are 
working together to support legislation 
that would allow the county to own, 
operate and maintain a cemetery on 
site where the remains were discovered. 

“I think this is one of our best steps,” 

BY BETH MARSHALL

Heyliger said. “I would love to see it go 
even further than local history.”

During an April 8 board meeting, 
Stephanie Williams, FBISD executive 
director of teaching and learning, said 
students learning Texas and U.S. his-
tory in fourth, fifth, seventh and eighth 
grades as well as at the high school 
level will learn about the Sugar Land 95. 

“It would provide for the opportunity 
to integrate the content into existing 
units of instruction,” Williams said 
during the board meeting. 

The human remains discovered date 
back to the mid-1870s to 1912, when 
convict labor leasing, a system that 
provided prisoners as laborers, was 
practiced in Texas.

The road to reburial

2017 2019

SOURCES: FORT BEND COUNTY, TEXAS LEGISLATURE, FORT BEND ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Fort Bend County and Fort Bend ISD officials have agreed to work together to respectfully rebury the 
historic remains of the 95 bodies discovered in Sugar Land on FBISD property.

Fall 2017: Construction begins 
on career and technical center 
at University Boulevard and 
Chatham Avenue in Sugar Land.

February 2018:Historical 
remains of 95 laborers are 
discovered at the construction site.

March 5: Fort Bend County Commissioners 
Court approves a resolution supporting 
legislation that would allow the county to 
own, operate and maintain a cemetery.

March 8: State Rep. Rick Miller, R-Sugar 
Land, files House Bill 4179, which would give 
the county local control over a cemetery.

April 4: HB 4179 is scheduled for public 
hearing and left pending in committee.

April 7: Miller says a substitute draft of HB 4179 
is being written to make it take effect immediately 
with a two-thirds vote in the House and Senate.

April 8: FBISD board of trustees discuss the 
Sugar Land 95 curriculum to be implement-
ed in U.S. and Texas history classes.

Aug. 14: The 2019-20 school year begins in 
Fort Bend ISD, and the James Reese Career 
and Technical Center is set to open.

2018

Call or visit our website 
to schedule your 

appointment today! 
281.665.4444
A D V A N C E D D E R M A T O L O G Y M D . C O M

We specialize in comprehensive 
Medical, Cosmetic and Surgical 
dermatology for patients of all ages!

M E D I C A L
P S O R I A S I S

E C Z E M A

R O S A C E A

A C N E

A N Y  S K I N 
C O N D I T I O N S 
I N C L U D I N G  S K I N 
C A N C E R S

C O S M E T I C
A L L  I N J E C TA B L E S

F I L L E R S

B O T O X

L A S E R 
T R E AT M E N T S 
I N C L U D I N G  L A S E R 
H A I R  R E M O V A L

S C L E R O T H E R A P Y

C O O L S C U L P T I N G

S U R G I C A L
S K I N  C A N C E R 
E X C I S I O N S  ( M O H S )

B E N I G N 
E X C I S I O N S

C Y S T  R E M O V A L

O T H E R  M I N O R 
S K I N  S U R G E R I E S

SUGAR LAND
1235 LAKE POINTE PKWY., STE. 200

KATY
430 S. MASON RD., STE. 101

PEARLAND
2950 CULLEN PKWY., STE. 102

LEAGUE CITY COMING SOON!
1615 LEAGUE CITY PKWY., STE. 300
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The Grid

The Crossing 
at Telfair

Wescott Avenue

 STAFFORD  The 192-acre, $500 million 
Grid development at the former Texas 
Instruments campus at 12201 Hwy. 59, 
Stafford, will bring several amenities to the 
area, StreetLevel Investments Managing 
Principal Brian Murphy said. 

Murphy gave an update March 28 to 
the Fort Bend Chamber of Commerce 
highlighting the entertainment, retail, 
restaurant, offi ce and residential features 
of the property, including a rooftop patio, a 
food hall and a popup retail space.

In addition, Aloft and Element hotels will 
also open a combined 223 rooms in 2020 
and will share amenities. In-N-Out Burger 
will break ground in June and is slated to 
open by November.

 SUGAR LAND  The Crossing at Telfair 
at Hwy. 90A and Hwy. 6 in Sugar Land is 
down to its last 36 acres of the 112-acre 
development, said Inna Radford, principal 
with Rubicon Realty Group LLC, the project 
developer.

Many of the tenants are slated to move into 
their spaces in the next four months, Rubi-
con Leasing Associate Thad Mai said. 

Rubicon itself is moving onto the second 
fl oor of Building No. 300 in May, he said. In 
the same building is Beyond 20/20 Eyecare 
that is already open, while Toast Breakfast 
& Brunch will open soon, Radford said.

Tenants still building out include Rush 
Cycle, Wing Stop, Decadent Coffee and 
Dessert Bar, The Creamery Teahouse, 
Yummy Pho & Bo Ne, Unique Nail Salon, 
Eyelash Studio, and Snails, Frogs & Fairy 
Tales Children’s Center.

Also coming soon are Sozo Japanese 
Steakhouse, Hampton Inn and Holiday Inn 
Express, Radford said.

 SUGAR LAND  Though the shopping cen-
ter across from Costco on Wescott Avenue 
broke ground in May 2017, much of the 
activity there has happened over the past 
six months.

The property is 96 percent leased, accord-
ing to Adam Strauss, director of sales and 
leasing for New Regional Planning. Capital 
Bank has been there the longest, open-
ing in May 2018, followed by Great Clips, 
Fort Bend Learning Commons and Oh My 
Brows. 

Within the past two months, Marco’s Pizza, 
Mon Cheri Macarons and Teapioca opened. 
Prink and Polish, Burgerim, Pho Ben Noo-
dle and Another Broken Egg are expected 
to open in May, Strauss said.

Strauss said New Regional Planning has 
developed two other centers in the area 
but has seen this one lease the fastest due 
to Costco. 

Not only does Costco generate a lot of 
traffi c from the Telfair area, but also from 
the surrounding areas, such as Greatwood, 
Riverstone and Hwy. 6, he said.

Golf entertainment

Hotels

Cinema

Rooftop patio

Craft brewery

Retail

Restaurants

Residential

Creative offi ce

The Lawn

Available space

Parking

Grass
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of leasing 
space is left 

in the 112-acre development at Hwy. 6 
and Hwy. 90A.

NUMBER TO KNOW

36 ACRES of the shopping center is 
already leased, and several 
businesses have already 
opened.

NUMBER TO KNOW

$500M

192 ACRES

THE GRID
The 192-acre development will 
feature a number of amenities 
including restaurant, retail, 
residential and offi ce.

N

59

is how much it will cost to 
complete the project.

of space is available.
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Working with stroke specialists from Mischer Neurosciences and McGovern Medical School at UTHealth, Memorial Hermann 
provides the community’s most advanced, comprehensive stroke care. And with our Neuro ICUs and specialized stroke 
rehabilitation services through TIRR Memorial Hermann and the Memorial Hermann Rehabilitation Network, we off er a full 
continuum of stroke care – from diagnosis through recovery – to get you back to where you want to be.  

Trust the health system that cares for more stroke patients than any other.

To learn more about stroke symptoms and care,
visit neuro.memorialhermann.org

HOUSTON’S LEADER
IN STROKE CARE

*TIRR is a registered trademark of TIRR Foundation.
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FOLLOW US

Rep. Ron Reynolds

D-Missouri City, 512-463-0494

House Bill 2448

• Reynolds fi led HB 2448 with Rep. James White 
on Feb. 26, relating to a strategic plan to reduce 
recidivism by facilitating stable employment 
for persons who are preparing to re-enter the 
community following incarceration. The bill was 
referred to the Corrections Committee, and a 
committee report was distributed on April 15.

Rep. Phil Stephenson

R-Rosenberg, 512-463-0604

House Bill 1829

• Stephenson fi led HB 1829 on Feb. 14, relating to 
the powers and duties of the Fort Bend County 
Municipal Utility District No. 225 and providing 
authority to issue bonds and impose a tax. 
MUD 225’s area includes Bryan’s Crossing in 
Rosenberg. The bill went in front of the Land & 
Resource Management Committee and was sent 
to the Senate on April 15 with unanimous favor.

Sen. Joan Huffman

R-Houston, 512-463-0117

Senate Bills 20, 1801, 1802, 1803

• Huffman, along with 13 other state senators, 
fi led four bills March 7 related to ending human 
traffi cking in Texas. The bills include investigating 
illicit massage businesses, helping survivors 
come forward and creating harsher punishments 
for offenders. SB 20 was referred to the Criminal 
Jurisprudence Committee on April 2. Meanwhile, 
SBs 1801 and 1802 were placed on the local and 
uncontested calendar April 17, and SB 1803 was left 
pending in the State Affairs Committee as of April 4.

Sen. Boris Miles

D-Houston, 512-463-0113

Senate Bill 1198

• Miles fi led SB 1198 on Feb. 27 relating to the 
intercollegiate athletic fees at Texas Southern 
University and authorizing the continued 
imposition of a fee. The bill was referred to the 
Higher Education Committee in March and was 
scheduled for a public hearing on April 17.

Here is an overview of activity from elected 
offi cials in Sugar Land and Missouri City on various 
legislation so far this session.

COMPILED BY THE TEXAS TRIBUNE AND COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have partnered to share essential updates from the 86th legislative 
session. The Tribune is a nonprofi t, nonpartisan news organization that informs and engages with Texans about public policy, 
politics, government and statewide issues. Learn more at www.texastribune.org/communityimpact.+
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In Dennis Bonnen’s � rst major test as speaker of the 
Texas House, the chamber he oversees resoundingly 
passed a $251 billion budget in April a� er a long but 
largely civil debate—a departure from the dramatics 
that have typically de� ned such an a� air.

A couple of weeks later, the Senate approved a $248 
billion budget April 9 for the next biennium.

Though lawmakers proposed more than 300 
amendments to the spending plan, Bonnen, an 
Angleton Republican, and his chief budget writer, 
state Rep. John Zerwas, R-Richmond, � nished the 
night with their budget plan largely intact. A� er 11 
hours of relatively cordial discussion, lawmakers 
agreed to withdraw the vast majority of their amend-
ments or move them to a wish list portion of the 
budget, where they are highly unlikely to become law.

The budget passed unanimously on the � nal vote. 
The legislation, House Bill 1, now heads to the Senate, 
whose Finance Committee was set to discuss its bud-
get plan Thursday.

“I’m proud of where we are in the bill that we are 
sending to the Senate,” Zerwas said at the end of the 
marathon debate. “Each and every one of you should 
be incredibly proud of the work that you’ve put in 
here.”

The two-year spending plan’s highlight—a $9 
billion boost in state funding for the public educa-
tion portion of the budget—remained unchanged. Of 
that, $6 billion would go to school districts, and the 
remaining $3 billion would pay for property tax relief, 
contingent on lawmakers passing a school � nance 
reform package.

The budget plan would spend $2 billion from the 
state’s savings account, commonly known as the 
rainy day fund, which holds more than $11 billion.

“I’m not here to compare it to previous sessions,” 
Bonnen told reporters a� er the House budget vote. 
“But I’m here to tell you we had a great tone and tenor 
tonight, and I’m very proud of the business that we 
did.”

Some of the more contentious budget proposals 
� oated by lawmakers never reached the � oor. An 
amendment from state Rep. Richard Peña Ray-
mond, D-Laredo, for example, would have asked 

members to vote on the issue of across-the-board pay 
raises for public school teachers. Such a proposal 
has divided the Legislature this session, with Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick’s Senate in favor and much of the 
House opposed. Raymond withdrew his amendment 
Wednesday evening, saying he planned to bring up 
the issue again when the House debates its school 
� nance bill.

Bonnen worked behind the scenes in the days pre-
ceding the vote, House lawmakers said, in the hopes 
of avoiding the discord that has erupted during the 
chamber’s marathon budget debates in past sessions. 
On Tuesday, top lieutenants for Bonnen met for a 
handful of informal gatherings to o� er concessions 
in exchange for lawmakers dropping some of their 
more controversial amendments, according to people 
familiar with the meetings.

The result was one of the shortest budget debates 
in recent memory. Lawmakers gave preliminary 
approval to the two-year spending plan minutes 
a� er the clock struck midnight. Under former House 
Speaker Joe Straus, lawmakers in 2017 and 2015 went 
home well into the morning, a� er several explosive 
exchanges between Straus’ allies and the chamber’s 
hardline GOP membership.

“This budget night is unlike any other I have expe-
rienced in my time in the House — both in it’s (sic) 
shorter duration and civil tone,” said state Rep. Matt 
Krause, a Fort Worth Republican and Freedom Cau-
cus member, in a text message a� er the debate con-
cluded. “I think Speaker Bonnen deserves the bulk of 
the credit for creating an environment of civility and 
decorum. This is how the Texas House should operate 
when debating the big issues for the state of Texas.” 

This is an abbreviated article. For the full story, visit 
www.texastribune.org. 

Updates from local 
legislators

House approves 2020-21 budget
BY CASSANDRA POLLOCK, ALEX SAMUELS 

AND EDGAR WALTERS

From left: Texas House Appropriations Chairman John 
Zerwas, R-Richmond, talks with House Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen as the House takes up the budget debate.

For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com/capitol.
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$251B 
Budget approved 
by Texas House

$6B 
Extra funding for 
school districts

$3B 

To pay for 
property tax 
relief, contingent 
on lawmakers 
passing a school 
fi nance reform 
package.

Follow Community Impact 
Newspaper’s Sugar Land and 
Missouri City edition—@
impactnews_slm on Twitter or 
search #CITxLege  for live legislative 
coverage throughout the session.
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Manager Aisha Osanyin used to help 
out at her mother’s gown shop and has 
now owned her own for nine years.  

Osanyin and Bayan Al-Ali sort through 
their wedding gown inventory.

Osanyin and Al-Ali pull out dresses for 
clients based on wedding details.

 W  hen a bride walked into La 
Rêve Bridal Couture one day, 

she was crying. Her wedding was a few 
weeks away, and she had not yet found 
a dress. 

Manager Aisha Osanyin said her sta�  
found a dress for the bride that day and 
helped secure alterations in time for her 
wedding. It is those kinds of moments 
that Osanyin said is why she does what 
she does.

“We do get moments like that,” she 
said. “It’s so rewarding to be able to 
help them.”

Prior to moving into Sugar Land 
Town Square in 2012, Osanyin owned 
another wedding shop in Houston and 
has been in the wedding dress business 

for nine years. 
In fact, she is keeping it in the family 

as she grew up helping out at her moth-
er’s wedding store, and her husband is 
a wedding photographer.

Wedding gown styles have changed 
over the last nine years, Osanyin said. 
Strapless gowns used to be in, but 
when Kate Middleton married Prince 
William in 2011, brides began asking for 
more gowns with long sleeves, she said. 

Big, blingy belts have been replaced 
by thinner, sparkly versions, and brides 
are looking for gowns in shades of ivory 
and champagne rather than white, 
Osanyin said. 

As the wedding industry continues to 
change, Osanyin said she strives to stay 

current. One of her goals is to provide 
a stronger online presence for La Rêve 
that will provide more photos of styles 
available in the store as well as a shop 
online function, she said.

Despite wedding gown examples 
readily available on the internet and 
in bridal magazines, many brides walk 
into La Rêve without a style in mind, 
Osanyin said.

“We try to � nd out as much as we can 
about the wedding so we can pull the 
right dresses. For example, if you are 
having a beach wedding, we would pull 
out some lighter-weight dresses,” she 
said. “Many times, a bride will come in 
with an idea and end up buying a dress 
that is the opposite.”

BY CHRISTINE HALL

Gown shop owner helps brides fi nd dream dress
La Rêve Bridal Couture

La Rêve Bridal Couture 

15989 City Walk, Sugar Land 

281-201-8145 

www.larevebridalcouture.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:30 a.m.-7 p.m., 

Sat. 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m., closed Sun.
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ANATOMY OF A WEDDING ENSEMBLE
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3

3

When brides fi nd their dream dress at La Rêve Bridal Couture, they can photograph 
themselves with an “I said yes” plaque to commemorate their decision.

Brides looking for pieces of their 
wedding ensemble at La Rêve Bridal 
Couture will fi nd the following items:

YES TO THE DRESS

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com22

SOURCE: LA RÊVE BRIDAL COUTURE/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

VEIL WITH A 
HEADPIECE

DRESS

JEWELRY

GARTER

FROM THE SIMPLE TO THE SUBLIME

Hours
Open 5 days a week

Tues-Fri: 10AM-6PM | Sat: 10AM-3PM
Closed Sundays & Mondays

2735 Town Center Blvd North, 
STE. E, Sugar Land, TX

Across from DSW and Saks(281) 313-0600 • www.huttonsjewelers.com

Town Center 
Blvd. No.

Lex
ingto

n Blvd
.

Mall Ring Rd. DSW

Saks
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Sugar’s Cajun Cuisine & Bar

3424 FM 1092, Ste. 290, Missouri City 

832-987-1797 

www.sugarscajun.com 

Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Fri.-
Sat. 11 a.m.-midnight 

TOWNSHIP LN.

1092
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 S  ugar’s Cajun Cuisine & Bar o� ers 
more than food. With a live music 

lineup featuring jazz on Fridays and 
rhythm and blues on Saturdays, the 
family-friendly restaurant o� ers an 
entertaining environment. 

“That’s what we’re about—music, 
good food and a good atmosphere,” 
restaurant manager Adrianna Blair 
said.

Set to hit its one-year anniversary in 
July, the sta�  at Sugar’s Cajun Cuisine 
& Bar has been listening to feedback 
from patrons on the types of events 
they enjoy most. Blair said they have 
tried everything from comedy nights to 
salsa nights, and jazz and R&B seem to 
resonate best. 

“I think people really enjoy that and 
the bands that we have,” Blair said. 

“Some of them are more local, smaller 
bands, and some of them are really 
popular bands. We have a couple of 
really great national artists that come 
here. It’s been a really good experience 
to see how people are really responsive 
toward that.”

Featuring classic Cajun menu items, 
Blair said the most popular dishes 
include seafood gumbo, craw� sh etou-
fee, and fried � sh and shrimp platters. 
Another item that is also a best-seller 
is the surf-and-turf burger featuring an 
all-beef meat patty topped with sea-
soned shrimp, lettuce, tomato, onions 
and creamy alfredo sauce and served 
with fries. 

A Cajun food connoisseur with a 
decades-long career in the concert pro-
moting business, owner Darryl Austin 

wanted to bring the concept of Sugar’s 
to Missouri City, Blair said. 

“His thing was there’s no place that 
does live music with the bands out 
here,” she said. “So, he was thinking, 
‘What if I have a space that has the 
ambience, the music and the food all 
together?’”

Although Austin is the owner and 
books the musical talent, Blair oversees 
the restaurant’s day-to-day operations. 
Since opening, Blair said the restaurant 
has overcome some challenges, and she 
has gotten to see the business grow. 

“We are hiring, [and] we’re still in 
our infancy stages,” she said. “That’s 
exciting to me that people see the 
growth, that the food is really good, 
and the service is good. We’re a new 
business, and not everything is going 

to run as smoothly as someone who’s 
been in business for 10 years. With 
that, we know the changes that we 
need to make, and we’re making those 
changes.”

The restaurant o� ers happy hour 
specials Monday through Friday from 
3-7 p.m., and since opening, frozen hur-
ricanes, frozen margaritas and beer on 
tap have been added to the drink menu, 
Blair said. Additionally, everything on 
the food menu is under $20 every day, 
she said.

“It’s a comfortable place,” she said. 
“It’s family-oriented. This is a commu-
nity restaurant, and we want people 
to come in and feel comfortable. Kids 
are more than welcome to come to the 
concerts. We want this to be that place 
where people can just come relax.”

BY BETH MARSHALLSugar’s Cajun Cuisine & Bar
Local eatery serves Louisiana taste with live entertainment

LIVE AT SUGAR’S
Upcoming live jazz and R&B events in 
May at Sugar’s Cajun Cuisine & Bar: 

• May 10: Walter Beasley

• May 11: Sugar’s Bourbon Street 

Party Saturdays 

• May 17: Flashback Friday

• May 18: Sugar’s Bourbon Street 

Party Saturdays

• May 24: Flashback Friday

• May 25: PJ Morton 

Seafood gumbo ($11.95) is made 
with authentic sauce and spices along with 
a mix of seafood from the Gulf of Mexico.

Crawfi sh etoufee ($18.95) is 
made with crawfi sh tails and spicy roux 
with seasonings served over a bed of rice. 

DINING FEATURE

Adrianna Blair (center) manages Sugar’s Cajun Cuisine & Bar in Missouri City.

“THAT’S WHAT WE’RE ABOUT—MUSIC, GOOD 
FOOD AND A GOOD ATMOSPHERE.” 

—ADRIANNA BLAIR, SUGAR’S CAJUN CUISINE & BAR MANAGER

*Rosé and sparkling wine sale runs 5/6/19-5/25/19. Discount off regular priced 750ml bottles of rosé or sparkling wine. Some exclusions apply. Please drink responsibly.

TWINLIQUORS.COM

20% off
2 OR MORE BOTTLES*

Mix, Match, ; Save may 6-25
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Silver Ridge Blvd.

Sienna Pkwy.

Sienna 
Ranch Rd.

Start your summer with 
a bright new

9201 Sienna Ranch Rd, 
Suite #102 

Missouri City, TX
832-543-4003

mfdsienna.com

Jamie Kurian, DDS

smile!

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 Year Structural Warranty  

Build On Your Lot Program

New homes from the mid $200s

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Built Around You

Celebrating Over 30 Years in Texas!

Aliana  n  Grand Mission Estates  n  Harvest Green
Sienna Plantation  n  Summer Lakes  n  Veranda

SUNDAYS @ 8:30A, 9:45A & 11:15A
4309 SIENNA PARKWAY
HOUSTONSFIRST.ORG

GREGG MATTE, PASTOR 
MALCOLM MARSHALL, CAMPUS PASTOR

90

59
8

Ft Bend PkwySienna Ranch Rd Sienna Pkw
y

6

/ALEXA

GET OUR HYPERLOCAL NEWS
FROM YOUR

ALEXA-ENABLED DEVICE.

ALEXA,
WHAT’S MY

FLASH BRIEFING?
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COMPILED BY DANICA SMITHWICK

Reid Ryan
President of business operations, Houston Astros

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

HIT OR MISS The Astros have a longstanding history in Houston.

1970 2000 2010 20201960 1980

1965: The Houston Colt 
.45s become the Houston 
Astros and inaugurate indoor 
baseball in the Astrodome.

1980-1988: Houston wins 
two National League West 
titles during Nolan Ryan’s 
tenure with the Astros.

2005: The Astros advance to the 
World Series for the fi rst time in 
franchise history but are swept by
the Chicago White Sox in four games.

2012: In the Astros’ fi nal 
season in the National League, 
the team sets a franchise 
record with 107 losses.

2017: The Astros claim 
the fi rst World Series 
Championship in 
franchise history.

SOURCE: HOUSTON ASTROS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

How did you get this job?
I had met [Houston Astros owner] Jim 
Crane brie� y, and he reached out to 
me. I really wasn’t looking to take 
this job, but the opportunity to come 
home and be a part of building a World 
Series Champion in your hometown 
was pretty special. It was a crazy 
time because we were going on our 
third hundred-loss season. Everybody 
thought we were idiots, and the team 
was terrible—most days I just had peo-
ple yell at me. 

There was credibility when I walked 
in the door, and I think that bought me 
some grace in the eyes of the fans that 
[said], “Hey, let’s give these folks a little 
bit of time because their plan sounds 
good. Let’s see if they can do it.”

We got buy-in from everybody 
because there were lots of little wins 
along the way. And then obviously in 
2017, we won the World Series.

What has it been like to grow up as 
Nolan Ryan’s son?
I lived every kid’s dream. I literally 
grew up on a ballpark every day, hav-
ing my own locker from the time I was 
little until I was playing college ball 
� ying on team charters. 

I appreciate it when people recognize 
what I’ve done for myself, but I also 
understand that I’ve been given a lot of 
opportunities because of who my dad 
is. Being Nolan Ryan’s son might help 
get you in the game, but once you’re in 
the game you’re either going to be the 
winner or you’re going to be the loser, 
and there’s nobody there helping you 
so you’ve got to be ready. I feel like all 
the years I had building the [Round 
Rock] Express and the [Corpus Christi] 
Hooks prepared me for this moment, 
and we’ve taken the Astros to a whole 
other level. 

[Winning the World Series] was just 

a deep sense of satisfaction and pride 
and accomplishment to know that we 
were a team that did something not 
only for all the fans that have loved the 
Astros for some time, but really for the 
community with [Hurricane] Harvey. 

What was it like to go on the World 
Series run so close to Hurricane 
Harvey?
The mayor really led by example 
and said, “We just need to get back 
up on our feet. We’re going to help 
these people; let’s just get back to 
normal.” We were a part of that, and 
a� er our guys went out and did a 
lot in the community, there was a 
connection there. 

Then we got to the playo� s, and 
I just felt like this was meant to be; 
there’s no way we’re losing. You look 
at how many times we could have 
lost, but it all went our way, and 

sometimes when fate is on your side, 
you just have to get out of the way and 
let it happen.

I love this game of baseball because 
people leave what’s ailing them at 
home, and they come to the ballpark 
to spend time with their loved ones, 
to spend time with people in their 
community and to be entertained. 

There’s a real connection with 
baseball—strangers are high-� ving 
in this world of so many things that 
divide us. The fact that I get to bring 
joy to people’s lives on a daily basis is 
a blessing. 

I remind our sta�  every night at the 
stadium that this is somebody’s � rst 
Major League Baseball game. Even 
if it’s a Tuesday night, we’re playing 
the Marlins and there’s 8,000 people 
in the stands, it was still somebody’s 
very � rst game. You have a chance to 
create a lifetime fan if you do it right.

 F  rom being a bat boy when his Hall of Famer father Nolan Ryan played for 
the Houston Astros in the 1980s to seeing the team claim the World Series 

championship in 2017, Reid Ryan’s life is closely entwined with Texas baseball. 
Before landing in his current position of president of business operations for 

the Astros in May 2013, Ryan served as founder and CEO for minor league teams 
in Corpus Christi and Round Rock. 

Ryan spoke with Community Impact Newspaper founder and CEO John Garrett 
on April 2. He said his passion for baseball has led to a dedication to creating a 
positive experience for employees, guests and players at Minute Maid Park.

This interview has been edited for length and clarity. Reid Ryan (right) meets with Community Impact Newspaper CEO John Garrett.

MAKE MONEY 
IN YOUR SLEEP. 
Limited time off er. APY is the Annual Percentage Yield and is accurate as of this paper’s date. $1,000 minimum to open. Penalty for early withdrawal.

MEMBER FDIC

2.00%A P Y
9  M O N T H  C D

2.50%A P Y
1 5  M O N T H  C D

9029 Hwy 6 Next to Shipley Do-Nuts | 281.778.0098 | www.pioneer.bank/CD8
3 Sugar Creek Center Blvd. in Aetna Building | 281.275.5111
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 address the gap, FBISD Chief Academic 
O�  cer Diana Sayavedra said.

“We continue to see challenges with 
low student achievement in schools 
where a majority of children are eco-
nomically disadvantaged,” Sayavedra 
said. “We know in order to bridge that 
gap there is more investment we may 
need to make in our district.”

 Of the 75 schools in FBISD given 
a score in 2017-18, all schools earned 
the Met Standard label. However, four 
schools with 80% economically disad-
vantaged students averaged a 75 rating, 
while 16 campuses where less than 20% 
of students are economically disadvan-
taged received an average rating of 94, 
according to the data.

MEASURING TRUE ACCOUNTABILITY

Each year, TEA measures academic 
performance of districts and campuses 
in three areas: School Achievement, 
School Progress and Closing the Gaps. 

FBISD was not rated overall in 2017-18 
because of the state’s Hurricane Harvey 
Provision. However, the district would 
have received an 89, according to the 
TEA.

Commonwealth Elementary School 
has the district’s lowest percentage of 
economically disadvantaged students 
at 2.1%, receiving an accountability 
rating of 97 from the TEA. Meanwhile, 

 CONTINUED FROM 1 Ridgegate Elementary School—the 
campus with the district’s highest level 
of economic disadvantage at 89.3%—
received a 71.

In addition to new programming, 
Sayavedra said the district is also lobby-
ing for improvements in state account-
ability measures, including changes 
to the A-F accountability rating system 
implemented in 2017-18.

“The reality of the state assessment is 
if you look at the trend, the vast majori-
ties of As, Bs and some Cs are from more 
a�  uent schools,” she said. “The other 
Cs, Ds and Fs, are tied to economic dis-
advantage. That is telling.”

FBISD and other school districts have 
criticized the TEA’s A-F system since it 
was established in 2017 by House Bill 22 
in the 85th Texas Legislature to replace 
the previous Met Standard/Improve-
ment Required ratings. 

TEA o�  cials have defended the sys-
tem, which is designed to make a dis-
trict’s overall annual progress more 
easily understood than the previous rat-
ings, said Lauren Callahan, TEA media 
relations manager.

However, Sayavedra said the rating 
only partially measures what occurs on 
a campus.

“A campus might have a D because of 
what happened in school that one day, 
but that is not showing the learning gap 
overcome, the measure of growth or the 
hours of mentorship from adults over a 

year,” she said. 
Nine traditional school districts state-

wide received an F rating in 2017-18. Of 
those districts, six had a higher-than-av-
erage economic disadvantage rate, 
according to TEA data.

Nevertheless, Callahan told Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper the TEA denies 
a “strong relationship” between eco-
nomic disadvantage and ratings.

“We know that while there may be 
a moderate factor between a child’s 
economically disadvantaged status 
and results, we here at the agency 
know there is not a strong relationship 
between the two,” she said.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHALLENGES

Across Texas, 58.7% of students 
are considered economically disad-
vantaged. In FBISD, 37.3% of students 
fall into this category, and 49 of its 75 
schools exceed the state average.

The challenges for children from 
lower-income households fall into one 
of two buckets: academic or non-aca-
demic, said Kellie O’Quinn, director of 
research for Children at Risk’s Center 
of Social Measurement and Evaluation, 
a Houston-based nonpro� t child advo-
cacy group. 

On the academic side, a child might 
start school already behind due to com-
ing from an environment that did not 
teach early reading skills. Gaps o� en 
widen as a result, O’Quinn said.

On the non-academic side, a child 
may not have access to health care, 
nutritious and consistent meals or may 
be exposed to violence at a young age—
all of which a� ect the ability to learn, 
O’Quinn said. 

When it comes to academic success, 
she said the correlation between poverty 
and academic performance balances 
out as time goes by, and a culture of high 
expectations on campuses will actually 
inspire students.

“Research on high-performing, 
high-poverty schools shows children 
will live up to whatever expectations 
you set for them and will frequently 
work to rise and meet them if they also 
see their teachers doing the work, too,” 
O’Quinn said.

Schools doing well examine data to 
determine what skills students should 
be mastering and � gure out if that 
means reteaching skills, O’Quinn said.

In addition, Teresa Edgar, associate 
dean of undergraduate studies for The 
University of Houston’s College of Edu-
cation, said teachers should seek out 
di� erences in their students when creat-
ing lesson plans to incorporate perspec-
tives and needs.

“I train teachers to think about resil-
iency, and what we can do to be e� ec-
tive teachers and role models by talking 
about adversity and how students can 
rise above it,” Edgar said.
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Pointing to 
performance On average, schools within Fort Bend ISD with high economically 

disadvantaged rates scored lower in the state’s accountability rating 
system for 2017-18.

Although FBISD did not receive 
an offi cial rating in 2017-18 due 
to Hurricane Harvey, the district 
would have earned a B average. 
Here is how the TEA evaluates 
school districts.

Accountability scores at Fort Bend ISD

Student Achievement measures whether 
students have met grade-level expectations 
based on STAAR test results; college, career 
and military readiness; and graduation rate.

89
School Progress compares 
how students performed on the 
STAAR test versus the previous 
year and to similar districts.

84
Closing the Gaps measures 
how well different student 
populations are performing 
above state goals.

89

SOURCE: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Commonwealth Elementary

2.1%

Economically disadvantaged

Accountability rating97

Briargate Elementary

86.9%

Economically disadvantaged

Accountability rating81

Hunters Glen Elementary

74%

Economically disadvantaged

Accountability rating52

Ridgegate Elementary

89.3%

Economically disadvantaged

Accountability rating71
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BRIDGING THE GAP

One skills gap solution implemented 
by FBISD this school year is already 
showing progress.

In February, school o�  cials reported 
that prekindergarten students 
enrolled in the Early Literacy Center at 
Ridgemont Elementary School—part 
of the Willowridge High School feeder 
pattern—increased their ability to rec-
ognize letters and their sounds to 80% 
from 56% during the � ve months of the 
school year.

Over that same period of time, mono-
lingual students increased their math-
ematics pro� ciency to 91% from 80%, 
while bilingual student pro� ciency grew 
to 88% from 52%, according to the data.

“We believe that if students have a 
solid foundation in early literacy devel-
opmental skills, they will be able to 
transfer these skills to other academic 
content areas,” said Venitra Senegal, 
instructional o�  cer for the Early Liter-
ary Center via email.

When Nuvia Alviter’s son, Lio Cruz, 
started kindergarten at the Early Lit-
eracy Center this year, she said he did 
not know numbers or letters, but now 
counts, recites letters and can read.

Alviter lives in the Ridgegate Elemen-
tary area, and said she was happy that 
Lio was able to participate in the Early 

Literacy Center. She said she expects to 
keep Lio in the program for � rst grade.

“I have seen the changes in him from 
day one to today, and he is now excited 
to learn,” she said.

FBISD plans to expand the Early Liter-
acy Center to other elementary schools 
with lower literacy scores over the next 
three years, Sayavedra said.

Meanwhile, Briargate Elementary 
is now one of the high-performing, 
high-poverty schools. The school scored 
an 81 in the 2017-18 school year.

The school’s success is rooted in a 
support system that includes dedicated 
teachers, sta�  and parents providing 
focused instruction and di� erentiated 
learning, Briargate Principal LaToya 
Garrett said via email. The school also 
analyzes data and creates individual-
ized student instruction, she said.

Eusan said she agreed that those com-
ponents have contributed to the school’s 
success.

“We see di� erences in how academics 
have gone up in terms of testing,” Eusan 
said. “Parents are very happy with the 
new sta�  because they work so well 
together with our children to increase 
test scores and get back on track.”

SOURCE: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Vantage point
This map shows the percentage of economically disadvantaged 
students at each Fort Bend ISD elementary school.
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New Model Home Tours, 
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 CONTINUED FROM 1

MAPPING FOR THE FUTURE
Several projects have been proposed in the Gulf Coast region through the Houston-Galveston Area Council’s 2045 
Regional Transportation Plan. Here are projects that would help alleviate traffi c in the Sugar Land and Missouri City area.

SOURCE: HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

Reconstruct Sweetwater Boulevard
Replace road from Town Center Boule-
vard to Colony Park Drive ($9 million)

Widen Hwy. 90A
Widen from four to six lanes from FM 
359 to the Grand Parkway ($29.13 
million)

Manage access along FM 1092 
Expand road to six lanes, add bike 
lanes, sidewalks and crosswalks from 
Hwy. 6 to Hwy. 59 ($1.5 million)

Improve Hwy. 90A at Grand Parkway 
Provide intersection improvements 
($17.16 million)

Expand the Grand Parkway 
Expand to three north and southbound 
lanes from FM 1464 to West Airport 
Boulevard ($39.8 million) 

Restore Williams Trace Boulevard 
Reconstruct the four-lane road and add 
left-turn lanes from Hwy. 6 to Lexington 
Boulevard ($5.44 million)

Park and ride at the University of 
Houston at Sugar Land
Add a parking garage for park and 
ride to route to several downtown 
Houston destinations; construction to 
begin in 2025 ($37.75 million)

Meadows Place shared use path
Add walkway from Meadows Place 
north city limit to The Fountains in 
Stafford ($3.45 million)

Stafford sidewalk connectivity
Add access and improve sidewalks on 
Cash and Stafford roads ($166.73K)

$39.8M

$37.75M
$29.13M $9M

$5.44M

$1.51M
$166K+

$3.45M

$17.16M

 proposed projects.  
“Our transportation system is 

directly linked to quality of life in 
our community,” Fort Bend County 
Judge KP George said via email. “We 
need to have an all-of-the-above, for-
ward-thinking approach as we get to 1 
million residents and beyond.”

Although most projects proposed 
involve maintaining, extending or 
widening major thoroughfares and 
roadways, talk of more public high-oc-
cupancy transit options are not off  
the table, said Alan Clark, H-GAC 

Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Director, during a meeting at the Fort 
Bend Chamber of Commerce in late 
February. 

“In the transportation area, one of 
our key jobs is to look to the future and 
say, ‘How are we changing; how are 
we growing; what are our transporta-
tion needs today, and what will they be 
in the future?’” Clark said. “We have 
given [automated vehicles] a lot of 
thought as we think about the future … 
Not only are we seeing changes in tech-
nology, we are seeing changes in travel 
patterns and behavior.”

TRAFFIC TROUBLES

Fort Bend County is on track to reach 
1 million residents by 2022 and could 
then double to about 2 million residents 
by 2050, George said. 

Missouri City City Manager Anthony 
Snipes said he agrees multimodal—or 
diversifi ed—options for transportation 
is required to keep up with projected 
growth and address congestion and 
commuter needs in the H-GAC’s eight-
county region. 

“This includes enhancements to exist-
ing roadway networks, transit buses, 
carpools, light rail, METRO, bike lanes 
and sidewalks,” Snipes said. “Missouri 

City would like to see using all these 
multimodal mass transit options for its 
residents by 2045.”

Snipes said major corridors in Mis-
souri City that have seen signifi cant 
increases in traffi  c include FM 1092, 
Hwy. 6 and Sienna Parkway. 

“This is attributed to growth mainly 
in the Riverstone, Sienna, and Fort Bend 
Business Park areas located within the 
city and its [extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion],” he said. 

In the last few years, the biggest con-
cern among Sugar Land residents has 
been traffi  c, according to an annual sur-
vey, Mayor Joe Zimmerman said. 

“It’s a fact that we will not be able to 
build enough roads and capacity on the 
existing systems to accommodate the 
increase in population,” Zimmerman 
said. “We’re going to have to solve some 
of this with technology.”

Sugar Land’s traffi  c control center 
allows city staff  to sense and react to 
congestion in real time by adjusting 
traffi  c signals to help keep cars moving, 
Zimmerman said. 

When it comes to high-volume transit 
options, Missouri City has an agreement 
with the Metropolitan Transit Authority 
of Harris County to provide services con-
necting the general population to vari-
ous destinations in the Greater Houston 
area. The city’s 353 Community Con-
nector route and the 364 METRO Flex 
Route have both seen steady increases 
in ridership since the transit services 
began in the last half of 2019, according 
to METRO data. 

“Growth in ridership is more pro-
nounced for the Community Connec-
tor, which provides more personalized 
curb-to-destination service,” Snipes 
said. “Daily ridership during a weekday 
[in April] averaged 117 rides for the 363 
service, and 30 rides for the 364 service.”

Sugar Land has an agreement with 
Fort Bend Transit to contribute about 
$80,000 per year to provide services to 
senior citizens who need to get to the 
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For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

ANTICIPATING GROWTH
As the Houston-Galveston region 
continues to grow in population, job 
growth and daily vehicle miles trav-
eled is expected to increase. 

SOURCES: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, FORT BEND COUNTY, HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

$2.9B

$340M

$143.4M

FINDING FUNDING
The H-GAC has requested $2.9 billion 
worth of federal funding for transpor-
tation projects spanning across eight 
counties in the region. About 11% of 
federal funds would go toward pro-
posed projects in Fort Bend County. 

193 proposed projects in the 
Houston-Galveston area

22 proposed projects in Fort 
Bend County

9 proposed projects in the 
Sugar Land/Missouri City 
Area

medical center in Houston. Sugar Land 
residents voted several years ago to not 
pay for METRO services and instead 
redirect those funds for boosting eco-
nomic development, Zimmerman said. 

SOLUTIONS FOR THE FUTURE

High-dollar proposed projects in Fort 
Bend County include work on the Grand 
Parkway and adding a new Park and 
Ride center through Fort Bend Transit at 
the University of Houston-Sugar Land. 

“In the short term, we have major 

thoroughfares such as [Hwy.] 36, [Hwy.] 
99, [Hwy. 59], and Westpark [Tollway] 
that must continue expanding to meet 
current demand,” George said. “How-
ever, a multimodal solution is the only 
way to plan for the future.”

While expanding roadways in the 
region will help relieve traffic, other 
solutions that could be implemented 
throughout the region include adding 
more bus and rail systems as well as 
more biking and walking paths. 

“I’m supportive of 21st century infra-
structure to handle the needs of a 21st 
century-sized population,” George said. 
“This includes more multimodal trans-
portation options such as high-capacity 
buses, rail and  bike friendly streets.”

The vision for the 2045 Regional 
Transportation Plan is to implement 
a multimodal transportation system 
that supports a desired quality of 
life, enhanced economic vitality and 
increased safety, access and mobility. 

“It is pretty clear from H-GAC forecasts 
that current and projected roadway 
networks alone cannot accommodate 
growth to commute residents from the 
major employment centers. Hence the 
need for mass transit options,” Snipes 
said. “Residents are expected to use 
more mass transit options, should they 
be readily available.”

George said the need for roads that 
can handle the county’s population 
growth is essential, but there needs 
to also be alternative transit options 
to decrease dependency on low-occu-
pancy vehicles. 

“The Texas A&M Transportation Insti-
tute projects that with the increased 
growth of the region, residents will 
continue bringing more and more cars 
which will add to increased idle traffic 
times and congestion regardless of how 
many lanes we build,” George said. 

Most of the federal dollars for the 
2045 Regional Transportation Plan will 
come through the H-GAC and the Texas 
Department of Transportation, said 

Zimmerman, who serves as a member 
on the H-GAC board. 

“Transportation is a broad category—
it’s rail, it’s ports, it’s the freeway system, 
it’s parks—anything that is important to 
the eight-county region comes through 
the [Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion] and that’s where those federal dol-
lars flow in.”

Zimmerman said to keep up with 
growth in the region, more technology 
is necessary to keep traffic flowing. 

“When you look at the 2045 plan, the 
thing that was clear to me was ... the 
population is going to increase expo-
nentially,” he said. “You look at our 

freeway and major thoroughfare system 
and there’s no way we’re going to be 
able to build to that capacity so we’re 
going to have to look at creative ways.”

The 2045 Regional Transportation 
Plan is updated every four years to set 
investment priorities to efficiently con-
nect people from point A to point B. 

“Our residents would use any and 
all tools including rail and bus to alle-
viate their traffic wait times and prefer 
more transportation options than less,” 
George said.
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The daily vehicle miles traveled in Fort 
Bend County is projected to reach 
almost 300 million by 2045. 
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Our bold flavor will 
leave you craving
MORE! Lunch Specials 

Menu Only!

50% OFF 

Must present coupon.
Limit 1 Per Customer

Mon-Fri 11AM - 2PM
Exp: 6/4/19

Chinese Bistro
6542 US-90 ALT, Sugar Land, TX

(281) 242-0432
AlingsChinese.com
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FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

This master planned golf course community is 
close to shopping, medical services, schools and 
entertainment.

Build-out year: 2007

Square footage: 1,800-6,500

Median home value: $700,000

HOA dues (estimated): $850  annually 

Amenities: pools, parks, golf course, walking 
trails, close proximity to shopping and 
schools.

Schools (Lamar CISD): Dickinson 
Elementary School, Reading Junior High 
School, George Ranch High School 

Property taxes (in dollars):

Lamar CISD 1.39000
Fort Bend County 0.44500
Fort Bend Drainage 0.01900
City of Sugar Land 0.31762
Fort Bend LID 11 0.23850
Total (per $100 valuation) 2.41012

$333,389

GREATWOOD, 77479

RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$121.74$8,751 75

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of  4/14/19

75 26

Homes on 
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by Alina Rogers
Sparrow Realty • 281-961-2944 • alinawrogers@yahoo.com

REAL ESTATE

77459

77479

77478

77498

77489
59

90

69

69

6

SUGAR LAND

MISSOURI CITY

99
TOLL

N

6930 Springcrest Court

2003 Verdant Valley

1303 Summer Forest Drive

8302 Forest Gate Drive

4 bedroom/3.5 bath 2,813 sq. ft.

5 bedroom/5 bath 2 half  6,177 sq. ft. 

Gary Wander

Sarah Passey

RE/MAX Southwest    281-831-5303

4 bedroom/3.5 bath 3,489 sq. ft.

Lori Austin

Berkshire Hathaway 281-240-4663 Keller Williams Realty 281-650-1762

4 bedroom/2.5 bath2,263 sq. ft.

Anhthu Phan

Absolute Realty Group Inc. 713-517-5772

RECENT LISTINGS

HOMES SOLD  (MARCH 2019)
Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 77459 77478 77479 77489 77498

$149,999 or less - - - 4/6 -

$150,000-$199,999 2/22 1/5 - 5/7 -

$200,000-$299,999 35/42 4/6 16/83 6/300 8/32

$300,000-$399,999 35/44 7/0 22/84 - 6/38

$400,000-$499,999 15/87 3/67 17/95 - 3/70

$500,000-$599,999 10/80 1/129 10/9 - 4/84

$600,000-$799,999 5/5 1/7 21/56 - 2/14

$800,000-$999,999 2/475 1/288 6/59 - -

$1 million + 4/164 1/12 3/102 - -

MARKET DATA

Price 77459 77478 77479 77489 77498

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD MARCH 2018  VS.   MARCH 2019

-2.74%

-2.16%
-7.86%

+8.52%

+5.73%

$924,000  $430,000

   $325,000$267,900

Your neighborhood public school offers 
choices for your child.
Learn more at:
GoPublicGulfCoast.com
/GoPublicGulfCoast @GoPublicGC
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HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS

FREE CUSTARD COOKIE

BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E
COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529
DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road
FULSHEAR
26806 FM 1093

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W
KATY
24433 Katy Freeway
KINGWOOD
4519 Kingwood Dr.
LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978
NEW CANEY
12007 N. Grand Parkway E.
PASADENA
4637 E Sam
Houston Pkwy S

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy
SPRING
19370 Interstate 45
21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Freeway

®
Good for one cookie. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. 
Expires 6.31.2019. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply.

®

FreddysUSA.com

#FreddysWorthIt

IF YOU’RE GOING
TO BE BAD,

IT BETTER BE
THIS GOOD.

New Patient Exam

$89
Digital X-Ray, & 

Regular Cleaning 
($348 value)*

Thanh Huynh, DMD

No� open!

(281) 747 - 9988
missouricitydentistry.net
9612 Hwy 6, Suite 100 
Missouri City TX 77459

(Next to Starbucks & Take 5 Oil Change)

FREE
Custom Take-Home 

Whitening Kit
(For Patients with Insurance)

($250 value)*

*Restrictions apply. All offers must be presented at appointment.
Limit 1 per new patient only. Offers expire on 8/31/2019.

Grand Openin� Special�

Early Morning, Evening, & Saturday
Appointments Available!

CONTACT US TODAY

Hyperlocal 
Advertising 

HERE FOR YOUR PRINT AND DIGITAL NEEDS

ADVERTISING@COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM



HISTORIC DOWNTOWN RICHMOND

www.richmondtx.gov • SHOP LOCAL. EAT LOCAL. SPEND LOCAL. ENJOY LOCAL.

281-342-4808 | M-Fri. 10-5:30PM | Sat. 10-5PM 
Fine Jewelry ~ Baby Gifts ~ Collectibles

Laurel Wendt Designs

The Studio of Richmond, Inc. 
301 Morton Street ~ Richmond, TX

!

10%  
OFF 
WITH COUPON.

www.josephsvintageguns.com

(281) 342-3819
202 Morton St.

McKenna Quinn 
William & Son
Brackish 

Dubarry 
Habsburg  
Purdey

BRANDS CARRIED

josephscoff eeandcigars.com

10% 
OFF
WITH COUPON.

BACKWATER 
BOUTIQUE
20% OFF

For New Customers! 
Must present coupon.

ONE�ITEM

210 C�W�Hwy 90A, Richmond, TX 77406
713-306-4426

THURSDAY�NIGHT�LIVE�SALES 
@ BACKWATER�BOUTIQUE�VIP f

AN ECLECTIC BOUTIQUE 
WITH THE LATEST IN CLOTHES,

 GIFTS, SHOES AND JEWELRY

Mon-Sat.  10a-5:30p   281-239-0043

10% OFF
WITH AD FOR NEW CUSTOMERS 

RESTRICTIONS APPLYHWY 90-A

LIBERTY ST.

4TH
 ST.

5TH
 ST.

6TH
 ST. CALHOUN ST.

MORTON ST.

2N
D

 ST.

JOSEPH’S 
COFFEE AND 
CIGARS

JOSEPH’S 
VINTAGE 
GUNS 

PRESTON ST.

3RD
 ST.

TREASURE 
HUNTER’S 
GALLERY

STUDIO OF 
RICHMOND BACKWATER 

BOUTIQUE
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MAY 10TH

MERCHANTS  DOWNTOWN 
BOUTIQUE CRAWL

5 PM - 9 PM
BENEFITS SOLE LOVED

1ST FRIDAYS OF EVERY MONTH

MOVIES ON MORTON
MORTON STREET - 400 BLOCK

START AT 7:30 PM
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Your pet deserves 
a vacation too!

WILLIAMSBURG 
LANE

6

1092

 TO
WNSHIP LN.

First night of boarding

FREE 
for � rst time clients when 

2 nights or more are purchased

(281) 403-7700 
3207 Williamsburg Ln, Missouri City, TX 77459

Doggy Daycare ‧ Pet Grooming ‧ Pet Boarding ‧ Dog Training
All Indoor Rooms ‧ Natural Grass Play Fields ‧ Live Cameras to Watch Online

50% OFF
For any n�w client 

Bath or Groom
when you mention this ad

HWY 90

59

INDUSTRIAL BLVD.

DAIRY ASHFORD RD.

WATCH OUR VIRTUAL TOUR • SUGARLANDPREP.COM
SCHEDULE A VISIT • 281-303-5590

REGISTER FOR SUMMER SESSIONS

HELP YOUR CHILD WALK INTO NEXT YEAR’S CLASSROOM 
WITH ADDED CONFIDENCE

Pre-Algebra

Algebra II Pre-Calculus

Algebra

ELA

Geometry

NOW ENROLLING: MIDDLE SCHOOL | HIGH SCHOOL

ACCREDITED PRIVATE 
COLLEGE PREPARATORY ACADEMY

LUNCH | DINNER | SUNDAY BRUNCH | HAPPY HOUR | PRIVATE EVENTS

10% OFF 
One coupon per table. Expires 6/6/19

1531 Hwy 6, #300, Sugar Land, TX 77478  

Indulge Yourself At Sugar Land’s Newest Rooftop Restaurant and Lounge

281.302.5437 | www.TheRoofOnTheLake.com

INTRODUCING 
NEW ROOF 

STUFFED WINGS!
 LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

Wed & Thurs from  5 pm - 11 pm • Fri & Sat from 5 pm - 2 am • Sun 11 am - 4 pm
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MAKE SURE YOUR 
DENTIST  STACKS UP

TERESA CODY, DDS
TIM CASHION, DDS

mydentist@candcdental.com

Call us now!
(281) 545-5170

FORMERLY CASHION & 
CODY FAMILY 
DENTISTRY & 

ORTHODONTICS

1. Does your dentist use a drill? Laser technology 
allows us to off er pain free, no shot fi llings. Why do 
it the old fashioned way? No high pitched whine or 
vibration from the grinding of the drill. Kids never 
become afraid of the dentist.

2. Does your dentist check for cavities with a 
precise laser? With a painless laser, we can detect 
cavities easier than the eye can see them. The laser 
scanner can detect new cavities years before any 
other means of cavity detection.

3. Does your dentist recommend extractions for 
crowded teeth? Give your child a full smile for life. 
No-Extractions Orthodontics with convenient no has-
sle after school appointments as late as 6:30pm. 

4. Does your dentist off er before or after work 
appointments?  Before & After work appointments 
that fi t into your jam-packed schedule. Appointments 
start as early as 7:30am and as late as 6:30pm, and of 
course, appointments on Saturday.

5. Does your dentist have digital x-rays? Instant im-
ages the size of a computer monitor. We can magnify 
a suspicious area and basically see inside the tooth. 
An added benefi t for you is 1/10 the radiation needed. 

6. Does your dentist have an intra-oral camera that 
not only takes a picture of your tooth, but also 
lights up decay? Now we can show you your tooth 
on a 20” TV, magnifi ed 50 times, and shine a special-
ized light to fi nd decay!

7. Does your dentist have massage chairs and sat-
ellite TV? Your comfort is our #1 goal. Relaxing in a 
warm massage chair while watching a movie or your 
choice of 119 channels while we do all the work!

8. Does your dentist off er 12 months no interest? 
We work with our patients to provide easy payment 
options with no interest. This frees you from using 
those high interest credit cards. 

9. Does your dentist have invisalign (invisible 
braces)? Always wanted straight teeth but could 
not bear the idea of full blown braces? Get straight 
teeth today using invisible braces.

10. Does your dentist have a movie theater? No 
kidding! What could be more fun? This is not like the 
dentist when you were a kid! 

H O W  T O 
P I C K  A  D E N T I S T

17003 SW Fwy., Suite 100, Sugar Land, TX 77479 • www.candcdental.com • www.candcortho.com

$74 VALUE • FIND OUT WHAT’S WRONG!

$25  FLAT FEE 
Does not include cleaning. 

X - R AY  A N D  C O N S U L T A T I O N 



SUGAR LAND - MISSOURI CITY EDITION

UNDEFEATED IN
ORTHOPEDICS

Sports injuries have met their match.   
Whether you’re facing a sports injury or just want to up your game, our Memorial Hermann 
IRONMAN Sports Medicine Institute can help. Affiliated physicians from McGovern Medical 
School at UTHealth and our team of experienced therapists and sports performance
specialists work together to speed recovery and improve performance. 
It’s a winning combination – and one only found at Memorial Hermann.

Learn more at ironman.memorialhermann.org

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER  |  MEMORIAL CITY

THE WOODLANDS  |  SUGAR LAND
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