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Austin is the largest U.S. city without an all-pur-
pose public defender’s o�  ce to represent indigent 
clients, or those who cannot a� ord private counsel. 
A� er decades of piecemeal progress, Travis County 
is on track to change this.

Experts attribute this newfound momentum 
to an opportunity to fund the o�  ce through a 
grant, bipartisan support for criminal justice 
reform and increased activism.

The Texas Indigent Defense Commission, a state 
agency, provides grants to counties seeking to 
strengthen their indigent defense systems.

 CONTINUED ON 24

 CONTINUED ON 26

A lawsuit to remove the gold-
en-cheeked warbler from the 
federal endangered species list 
was rejected by U.S. District 
Judge Sam Sparks on Feb. 6, pre-
serving the bird’s current status.

The black songbird with a yel-
low head breeds exclusively in 
Central Texas and is among sev-
eral species in areas surround-
ing Northwest Austin that are 
protected through local or fed-
eral policies. 

The Texas Public Policy Foun-
dation, on behalf of the Texas 
General Land O�  ce, � led a law-
suit against the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service on June 5, 2017, 
claiming that updated scienti� c 
data shows the warbler is no 
longer in danger of extinction 
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Canyonlands 
National Wildlife 
Refuge

County lines

Body of water

Balcones 
Canyonlands 
Preserve area 
(proposed)

The Balcones 
Canyonlands 
Preserve area in 
Northwest Austin 
is a habitat for rare 
and endangered 
plant and animal 
species, such 
as the golden-
cheeked warbler 
or the Tooth Cave 
pseudoscorpion.
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Its attorneys would handle 30% of indigent 
cases, build on county criminal justice reforms

public defender’s office

Austin is the largest U.S. city without an all-pur-
pose public defender’s o�  ce to represent indigent 
clients, or those who cannot a� ord private counsel. 
A� er decades of piecemeal progress, Travis County 

Experts attribute this newfound momentum 
to an opportunity to fund the o�  ce through a 

The Texas Indigent Defense Commission, a state 

16%
Increased chance a defendant with 

appointed counsel will be convicted of 
felony drug possession than one with 

hired counsel

An imbalanced defense 
Most indigent clients in Travis County are appointed to 
private attorneys, who are paid fl at fees.

SOURCES: TRAVIS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY REVIEW OF DRUG POSSESSION 
CASE DISPOSITIONS 2016-17 AND RECIDIVISM ANALYSIS 2014-15/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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� KEEPING YOU � 

CONNECTED
To all the places you 
live, work, and play

Whether you drive, take the bus, bike, or 
walk, the Mobility Authority has a path 
for you. Our roadway network connects 
residents to everything they love about 
Central Texas. More reliable travel, for any 
way you travel.

EXPRESS

www.MobilityAuthority.com
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8611 North MoPac Expressway 
Suite 300 
Austin, TX 78759 
737-220-8200 
Fax 737-220-8180

Texas Children’s Specialty Care is now open in 
Austin. With board-certified experts in 

conditions that primarily affect kids 
and equipment designed with a 

child’s safety and comfort in 
mind, Austin-area kids now 

have just a little bit more that 
they can call their very own. 

One of the most trusted 
names in Texas. Now available 

in your hometown.

Schedule an appointment online now: 
texaschildrensspecialtycareaustin.org
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? 
Send it to nwafeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Lacy Klasel
GENERAL MANAGER

lklasel@communityimpact.com
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In January, my husband installed an 
owl house in our backyard that I had 
asked for as a present for Christmas. I 
hoped that it would bring a beautiful 
owl that would have baby owlets I could 
enjoy watching grow. Many months went 
by, and I gave up hope that our owl house 
would ever be occupied. One day about 
a month or so ago, to my delight I saw an 
exquisite screech owl enjoying the owl 
house, and I am lucky enough to see her 
daily. I bet many of you, like me, are huge 
nature and animal lovers and appreciate 
the beauty of nature.

In reporter Iain Oldman’s front-page 
story, he outlines conservation e� orts 

to protect certain endangered species as 
well as the increased cost of preserving 
these habitats in our developing 
community. He looks at species speci� c 
to Northwest Austin and explores how 
rapid growth and development could 
threaten some of the environments.

Please don’t miss our Volunteer Guide 
(see Pages 22-23) if you are looking for 
volunteer opportunities this summer. 
There are plenty of organizations that can 
use your assistance, and it’s a great way 
to give back to the community! And you 
just may � nd a way to volunteer to help 
protect a species you love.

Thanks for reading!

Summer provides chances for volunteer work

Part of our mission at Community Impact Newspaper 
is to help local businesses thrive, and one of the 
ways we work toward that goal is by pro� ling one 
local restaurant and one local business in each of our 
monthly print issues.

These highlights of Northwest Austin’s local 
business community showcase business owners, 
restaurateurs and chefs. They are also among our 
editorial sta� ’s favorite stories to write.

We � nd our subjects by getting out in the 
community, listening to our neighbors and our 
readers, and always looking out for new local spots 
we can add to our list of possible features.

We do not accept payment for the stories, and 
we require that businesses be locally owned, in 
operation for at least one year, and have brick-and-
mortar locations.

What local haunts do you think we should feature 
in future issues of your newspaper? You can email 
suggestions to nwanews@communityimpact.com.

How does ‘Community Impact Newspa-
per’ choose which businesses to feature?
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IMPACTS
featuring swingsets. Customers can spin 
a giant game wheel inside the bar to win 
prizes. 512-659-5537. 
www.wonderbaratx.com

  5   Korean fried chicken restaurant Charm 
BBQ Chicken is now serving at 12233 RM 
620 N., Ste. 104, Austin. The restaurant, 
which celebrated its grand opening May 
1, serves authentic Korean fried chicken 
alongside other Korean cuisine staples, 
including bulgogi plates, spicy squid, hot 
pots and more. Charm BBQ Chicken also 
features a full bar and offers a kids menu, 
daily specials and lunch specials.
737-203-8545.
www.instagram.com/charmbbqchicken

  6   Roba Katsu & Teriyaki opened 
April 24 in the H Mart food court, located 
at 11301 Lakeline Blvd., Austin, taking 
the place of eStreet Asian Tacos, which 
closed April 23. The new restaurant offers 
Japanese cuisine, including teriyaki dishes 
and katsu, a comfort food in Japan made 
with tenderized pork loin battered with 
panko. 737-717-6905.
www.cknrg.com/robakatsu

  7   Wiches Waffl es & Wings opened 
March 5 at 1120 Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. 
F18, Cedar Park. The restaurant offers 
an array of combos with waffl es, wings, 
sandwiches, salads, sides, all-day breakfast 
and an assortment of drink options. Wiches 
Waffl es & Wings also has a roaming kitchen 
that appears at special events, corporate 
lunches and music festivals. 512-506-9700. 
www.wicheswaffl esandwings.com

  8   The Enclave at Cedar Park 
celebrated its grand opening May 18 at 
3405 El Salido Parkway, Cedar Park. The 
retirement community offers independent-
living options as well as assisted 
living and memory care. The Enclave 
at Cedar Park is currently accepting 
new residents. 512-402-5040. www.
theenclaveatcedarparkseniorliving.com

  9   Fit Learning Austin on May 11 held 
an open house at its new location at 13284 
Pond Springs Road, Ste. 303, Austin. 
Fit Learning Austin offers tutoring and 
learning programs for children of all ages.
www.facebook.com/fi tlearningaustin

 10  Local clothing line Magik opened 
in March at 3220 Feathergrass Court, 

NOW OPEN

  1   Amazing Jewelry opened Feb. 9 at 
11401 Century Oaks Terrace, Ste. 103, 
Austin. The jeweler sells watches and 
handbags made from sterling silver, pearls, 
precious stones and more. 512-296-2962. 
www.amazingjewelrytexas.com

  2   Champions School of Real Estate on 
April 5 celebrated the grand opening of its 
new Austin/Hill Country campus at 13801 

RM 620 N., Austin. The real estate school 
offers qualifying and continuing education 
courses for people pursuing careers in 
property sales, mortgage loan origination 
and home inspection. 512-244-3545.
www.championsschool.com

  3   Texas Loan Experts at 10000 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 252, Austin, celebrated its grand 
opening April 18. The mortgage and home 
loan offi ce offers mortgage loan programs 
including refi nancing and home purchases, 
debt consolidation, conventional loans and 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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more. 512-775-6820. 
www.texasloanexperts.com/the-john-
schutze-team

  4   Wonder Bar, a new concept from 
Austin-based Union Venture Group, held 
its soft opening at 11500 Rock Rose Ave., 
Ste. D, Austin, on April 26. The bar serves 
specialty cocktails in unique drinkware 
alongside small bites. Wonder Bar has 
described itself as “the most immersive and 
interactive bar” in Austin with a brightly 
decorated interior and an outdoor patio 
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It’s your career. Own it.

Want to continue serving the community while experiencing professional 
growth? Joining the Farmers Family as a small business owner is the right 
direction for your future career. Make Farmers your nationally recognized 

brand with 90 years of experience as an industry leader.

Call or visit us to optimize your business start up.
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Ste. 132, Austin, in The Domain. Magik 
sells handmade streetwear for men and 
women, including shirts, jackets, skirts and 
accessories. 512-350-2155.
www.magiksupply.com

Fine Healing Goods on April 23 began 
operations, selling its products online 
and at select locations in Austin. The 
cannabidiol brand launched with five 
luxury self-care products, including a bath 
soak and a body exfoliant. 800-674-3738. 
www.finehealinggoods.com

COMING SOON

 11  Austin nonprofit Foundation 
Communities held a ceremonial 
groundbreaking April 24 for the 
forthcoming Waterloo Terrace 
community. Located at 12190 N. MoPac 
Expressway, Austin, the affordable housing 
community will include 132 units costing 
$450-$752 a month and is expected to 
open by fall 2020. The project is being 
organized by Foundation Communities 
and funded through partnerships with 
the city of Austin, Wells Fargo, JPMorgan 
Chase and the 4ATX Foundation, which 
was founded by Austin FC. 512-447-2026. 
www.foundcom.org/housing/future-
communities

 12  The Kebab Shop will open its first 
Texas location in July in the Arboretum at 
9761 Great Hills Trail, Austin. The California 
chain restaurant serves doner kebab, which 
is meat carved from a spit, as well as other 
traditional Mediterranean dishes.
www.thekebabshop.com

EXPANSIONS

 13  Pinballz Lake Creek, located at 
13729 Research Blvd., Austin, on April 
27 celebrated the opening of its new 
expansion. Pinballz Lake Creek expanded 
by 70,000 square feet to include new video 
games, a go-kart track, bumper cars, laser 
tag, bowling, a virtual reality gaming arena 
and more. 512-537-8737.
www.pinballzarcade.com

 14  Asia Market at 8650 Spicewood 
Springs Road, Ste. 115, Austin, reopened 
its doors in April after an expansion and 
remodel added a restaurant in the back of 
the store. The new restaurant specializes 

in noodles, vermicelli, dumplings, dim 
sum, buns and more, all made from 
scratch. Asia Market also remains an 
international grocery store after the 
remodel, with products from Taiwan, South 
Korea, Japan and more. 512-383-5009.

 15  Wes Peoples Homes announced it 
is beginning construction of the second 
phase of its Live Oak subdivision before 
the end of June. The first phase of the 
subdivision is 70% sold out, according to 
Wes Peoples Homes. The second phase of 
the subdivision, located at 4323 Spicewood 
Springs Road, Austin, is currently available 
for home sales. 512-994-4151.
 www.wespeopleshomes.com

ANNIVERSARIES

 16  Great Hills Dental Studio, located at 
8500 Bluffstone Cove, Ste. A102, Austin, 
celebrated 20 years of business in May. 
Great Hills Dental Studio offers a range 
of services including preventive services, 
cosmetic dentistry, dentures work and 
more. 512-453-3674.
 www.greathillsdentalstudio.com

 17  Mattress retailer Amerisleep on May 
11 celebrated one year of business at 11800 
Domain Blvd., Ste. 114, Austin. Amerisleep 
sells memory foam mattresses and pillows 
as well as bed bases, sheets and mattress 
covers. 512-401-3141. www.amerisleep.com

 18  The Musicians Woodshed celebrated 
its one-year anniversary March 26. Located 
at 9900 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. A120, Austin, 
the business teaches piano, guitar, drums, 
violin and vocals. The Musicians Woodshed 
also features a recording studio and sells 
instruments. 512-502-5000.
www.themusicianswoodshed.com

NAME CHANGES

 19  BBVA Compass announced through 
an April 24 corporate press release it is 
rebranding to BBVA. The international 
bank—with North Austin locations at  A  
7321 N. FM 620, B 11721 RR 620 N. and  C  
13497 N. US 183, Ste. 100—will rebrand its 

corporate buildings and branches with a 
new logo. www.bbva.com

 20  Expedia Group on May 2 announced 
HomeAway, an international vacation 
rental agency with offices at Domain 
Northside, will rebrand to Vrbo. 
HomeAway acquired the Vrbo brand 
in 2006. Vrbo is set to move into a 
315,000-square-foot, 16-story Domain 
office tower currently under construction 
at 11800 Alterra Parkway, Austin, sometime 
this summer. www.vrbo.com
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 COMPILED BY IAIN OLDMAN

News or questions about Northwest Austin?
Email us at nwanews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT—NOW OPEN

Houston-based Perry’s Steakhouse & Grille opened its newest Austin location at 
Domain Northside, 11801 Domain Blvd., on May 16. The 10,000-square-foot restaurant 
offers a main dining room, private spaces for special occasions and an outdoor patio. 
Perry’s Steakhouse & Grille, which originally opened in Houston in 1979, specializes in 
steaks and pork chops, signature entrees, tableside meat carving and more. Bar 79, the 
bar located inside the restaurant, offers cocktails, craft beers and wine. 512-270-6880. 
www.perryssteakhouse.com
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One in six breast cancers
occur in women age 40-49. 

Visit ThanksMamm.com to schedule your appointment. 
You’ll be glad you did.  
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LEARN ABOUT AUSTIN’S
Water Quality

austinwater.org

For more than 100 years, Austin Water has been 
committed to providing safe, reliable, high quality 
drinking water with a focus on sustainable and 
affordable services to our customers.

Austin Water’s  
2018 Consumer Confidence Report 
provides facts about the safety and quality of your drinking  
water, which meets all state and federal standards.

Quality
Austin Water tests your drinking water several times each 
day as it passes through the distribution system, and  
our water meets and exceeds EPA regulations.

Value/Affordability
For the cost of a 20 oz. bottle of water, you can buy around 
300 gallons of Austin’s tap water and it tastes great!

Environment
Choosing drinking water from Austin Water is 
environmentally sound because no fuel is used to transport 
plastic water bottles and no petroleum is used to create the 
plastic. And, no plastic bottles go in the landfill.

You can find the 2018 Consumer Confidence Report  
online at the link below, or call 512-972-0155  
to receive a copy by email or mail. 

Austin Water Quality Report 2018
Austinwater.org/WaterQuality

Para una versión en Español llame al 512-972-0155
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IMPACTS

NOW OPEN

  1   Austin Community College on April 
30 held a grand opening for its new fashion 
incubator program at its Highland campus, 
located at 6101 ACC Highland Campus 
Drive, Austin. The incubator provides a 
space for students in the college’s associate 
degree program in fashion marketing and 
the upcoming associate degree program 
in fashion design, which will be offered 
beginning in the 2019 fall semester.
512-223-7300. www.austincc.edu

  2   Long Play Lounge, located at 704 
W. St. Johns Ave., Austin, opened March 
18. The neighborhood bar serves Old 
Fashioned drinks on tap, local craft beers 
and wine. Long Play Lounge focuses on 
vinyl records, with a library of 300 records 
in the bar. www.thelongplaylounge.com

  3   Louisiana Crab Shack opened in late 
March at 2525 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 265, 
Austin. The Cajun restaurant serves po’ boy 
sandwiches, oysters and more. 512-580-
0350. www.louisianacrabshackaustin.com

  4   Austin Body Therapy opened in 
May at 8705 Shoal Creek Blvd., Ste. 109, 
Austin. The business, started by licensed 
massage therapist Stephanie Chang, 
provides massages and therapeutic 

body practices for clients. Austin Body 
Therapy provides services for relaxation, 
pregnancy, injury rehabilitation, posture 
improvement and more. 512-968-1684. 
www.austinbodytherapy.com

  5   District Kitchen + Cocktails opened 
its second location May 14 at 7858 Shoal 
Creek Blvd., Ste. B, Austin. Brothers Amir 
and Ali Hajimaleki also own the original 
District location in South Austin and 
Oasthouse Kitchen + Bar in North Austin. 
The restaurant and bar serves brunch, 
lunch and dinner alongside signature 
cocktails. 512-284-7387. 
www.districtaustin.com

COMING SOON

  6   Developer Sycamore Court and 
Wes Peoples Homes, an Austin-based 
developer and homebuilder, announced 
April 16 they will begin selling homes in 
its new Gracy Woods neighborhood 
beginning in July. Gracy Woods, located at 
1600 Kathy Lynn Court, Austin, will feature 
new cottage-style homes to be priced at 
approximately $400,000. 512-994-4151. 
www.wespeopleshomes.com

  7   Kitchen United, a California-based 
company, announced in February that it is 
opening a food incubator at 8023 Burnet 

Road, Austin, sometime this summer. 
Kitchen United is a shared kitchen center 
and will open with up to 15 restaurants 
focused on takeout and delivery service. 
www.kitchenunited.com

VeoRide, an electric scooter company, 
announced in late April it is bringing its 
brand of rideshare scooters to the Austin 
market. VeoRide’s scooters feature shock-
absorbent tires, sensors that detect road 
conditions and engage automatic brakes, 
and a replaceable battery pack to provide 
safety and durability. www.veoride.com

CLOSINGS

  8   Wild Chix & Waffl es, located at 7714 
Burnet Road, Austin, closed April 29. In a 
social media post, the restaurant did not 
give a reason for the closure, but said it 
will be “for the time being” and would be 
intended to “improve the quality of the 
menu.” www.wildchixwaffl es.com 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Williamson County-based nonprofi t Brave 
Alliance is hosting its community launch 
party June 1. The organization provides free 
sexual assault exams for victims of all ages 
in Williamson County and surrounding 
counties and recently received its nonprofi t 
status approval. 512-738-8817.
www.bravectx.com

ANNIVERSARIES

  9   Lotus + Cleaver on April 18 celebrated 
its fi rst year of business at 11501 Rock 
Rose Ave., Ste. 152, Austin. The Chinese 
barbecue restaurant serves Peking 
duck buns, Chinese pork ribs and more 

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding.  COMPILED BY IAIN OLDMAN
News or questions about North Austin? Email us at nwanews@communityimpact.com.

MCNEIL DR.

    
    

   M
ES

A 
D

R.

WELLS 
BRANCH 

PKWY.
    

    
    

    
    

    
  M

ET
RI

C
 B

LV
D

.

  BRAKER LN.                            KRAMER LN.

GREAT HILLS 
TRL.

NMap not to scale

MOPAC

45
TOLL

183

PARMER LN.

STECK AVE.

360

HOWARD LN.

183

B
U

R
N

ET
 R

D
.

CAPITAL OF 
TEXAS HWY.

R
E

SE
A

R
C

H
 B

LV
D

.

JOLLYVILLE RD.

                                                                ANDERSON LN.

DOMAIN DR.

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

N Map not to scale

620

ESPERANZA CROSSING

A
LT

ER
R

A
 P

K
W

Y.

R
O

C
K

 R
O

SE
 A

V
E.

D
O

M
A

IN
 D

R
.

CENTURY 
OAKS 

TERRACE

D
O

M
A

IN
 B

LV
D

.

PALM WAY

35

NORTH AUSTIN

3

7

4

6

11B

11A

9

KATHY 
LYNN CT.

B
IT

TE
RN

 H
O

LL
O

W

A
IR

PO
R

T B
LV

D
.

N
. L

AM
AR B

LV
D

.

ST. JOHNS AVE.

HIGHLAND 
MALL AVE.

NORWOOD 
PARK BLVD.

183

35

2

1

A

A
IR

PO
R

T B
LV

D
.

N
 L

AM
AR B

LV
D

.

ST. JOHNS AVE.

HIGHLAND 
MALL AVE.

NORWOOD 
PARK BLVD.

183

35

10

W. CANYON RIDGE DR.

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 L
O

TU
S 

+
 C

LE
A

V
E

R
C

O
U

R
TE

SY
 P

IN
ST

A
C

K
JA

C
K

 F
LA

G
LE

R
/C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 IM

PA
C

T 
N

E
W

SP
A

P
E

R

9

1

FEATURED IMPACT— COMING SOON

Entertainment Properties Group announced April 10 it is building a Pinstack location in 
North Austin. Pinstack, located at 500 Canyon Ridge Drive, Ste. 140, Austin, will feature 
a 26-lane bowling alley with other entertainment options, including a rock climbing 
wall, a rope course, a laser tag arena, bumper cars, video games, pinball machines and 
a giant foosball table. The Austin location will also include two full bars and a restaurant. 
Construction on the new location began in late March, and Entertainment Properties 
Group expects to open its lanes sometime in late 2019. www.pinstackbowl.com

A

alongside a cocktail menu. 512-334-9387. 
www.lotusandcleaver.com

 10  Emancipet celebrated 20 years of 
serving pets and pet owners with a luncheon 
May 14. The nonprofi t, with a location at 
1030 Norwood Park Blvd., Ste. 316, Austin, 
provides high-quality, low-cost veterinarian 
services including heartworm treatment, 
spay and neuter services, microchipping and 
more. 512-587-7729. www.emancipet.org

NEW NAME

 11  BBVA Compass announced through 
an April 24 corporate press release that it 
is rebranding to BBVA. The international 
bank, with locations at  A  10711 Burnet 
Road, Austin, and  B  2514 W. Parmer Lane, 
Austin, will rebrand its corporate buildings 
and branches with a new logo. 
www.bbva.com

8
5

SHOAL 
CREEK 
BLVD.
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Find out what homes are selling for 
in your neighborhood: 
realtyaustin.com/market-analysis

realtyaustin.com  |  512-241-1300

Great Hills
5700  Raindrop Cv
3 BD 3 BA 3,202 SQ FT
BRAD BROWN 
512.797.0626

Great Hills
8603  Appalachian Dr
3 BD 2 BA 2,294 SQ FT
CHERI MARTZ 
512.716.9178

Balcones Woods
11315  Alhambra Dr
3 BD 2 BA 1,968 SQ FT
ALLISON DADY 
512.924.1818

Northview Hills
8111  Texas Plume Rd
4 BD 2.5 BA 1,641 SQ FT
NATALIA ROUSH 
512.203.2895

Hunters Chase
8106  Wolf Jaw Cv
4 BD 2.5 BA 2,185 SQ FT
MICHAEL QUINONES 
512.689.6820

Milwood
12505  Terra Nova Ln
3 BD 2 BA 2,277 SQ FT
KEVIN MCCORD 
512.784.9644

Summer Wood
8230  Summer Side Dr
2 BD 2 BA 1,674 SQ FT
GAIL HUEBEL 
512.848.3477

Quail Hollow
1503  Charolais Dr
3 BD 2 BA 1,128 SQ FT
RUTH POWERS 
512.964.3434

Arbors
8210  Bent Tree Rd  #202
2 BD 1 BA 805 SQ FT
BROOKE WILLIAMSON 
512.888.6900

Reflections Of Walnut Creek
1411  Gracy Farms Ln  #131
2 BD 1 BA 829 SQ FT
MAHSHID CARAS 
512.825.8483

WE’RE ON THE ROADS AGAIN!
Austin Public Works will be improving more than 
500 streets this summer.

Helpful tips:
• Loose rock is common and takes time to fully settle
•  Avoid sharp turning and hard breaking to prevent 

spreading rock
• Park vehicles away from streets for two days

Visit austintexas.gov/streetmaintenance
to see if your street is scheduled to be resurfaced.

@CentralHealthTX
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MAY

29 AUSTIN’S MOST TALENTED 
SENIORS ON DISPLAY

In continuation of its celebration of 

Asian/Pacifi c American Heritage Month, 

the Asian American Resource Center 

is hosting a luncheon and talent show 

for Austin’s senior population. Limited 

lunch and transportation for the event is 

available. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Free with RSVP. 

Asian American Resource Center, 8401 

Cameron Road, Austin. 512-974-1700. 

www.austintexas.gov/aarc

31CELEBRATE HORROR MOVIES 
WITH BEER AND VAMPIRES

The fi rst annual Nosferatu Festival takes 

over 4th Tap Brewing Cooperative and 

Kick Butt Café for a weekend of horror 

movie screenings, costume contests, 

merchandise vendors, original artwork 

galleries and more. 8 p.m., May 31-June 

2. Times vary. $40-$100. 4th Tap Brewing 

Cooperative, 10615 Metric Blvd., Austin, 

and Kick Butt Café, 5775 Airport Blvd., 

Austin. www.nosferatufestival.com

JUNE

02 SPLASH INTO SUMMER AT 
SHALOM AUSTIN’S POOL

Shalom Austin hosts Splash Bash, a 

family-friendly event with swimming, 

pool games, live music, food vendors and 

more. This event is happening regard-

less of weather conditions. The Jewish 

Community Center is offering a zero-dollar 

registration fee for all new members during 

this event, and membership is open to all 

guests of the community. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Free. Shalom Austin Jewish Community 

Center Pool, 7300 Hart Lane, Austin. 

512-735-8000. www.shalomaustin.org

07 SING THE NIGHT AWAY WITH 
FREE KARAOKE AT H MART

Asian grocery market H Mart in May 

launched karaoke nights in the store, now 

occurring every other week. H Mart offers 

99 cent drink specials on select beers as 

well as specials on $9.99 bottles of wine 

during its karaoke nights. Special prizes 

are up for grabs for anyone who sings a 

K-pop song. 6-10 p.m. Free. H Mart, 11301 

Lakeline Blvd., Austin. 737-717-6900. 

www.hmart.com

08 SAY ALOHA TO FUN AT OSKAR 
BLUES’ HAWAIIAN PARTY

Oskar Blues Brewery and Austin-based 

funk band Honey Made host Hawaiian 

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at communityimpact.com/nwa-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the 
print edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

TO-DO LIST MAY-JUNE

AREA EVENTS
MAY 28-JUNE 16 | ‘Hamilton’ at 
Bass Concert Hall
www.texasperformingarts.org

JUNE 7-9 | Austin Terror Fest
www.facebook.com/austinterrorfest

JUNE 9 | Austin Bridal 
Extravaganza
www.texasweddings.com

JUNE 9 | Traffi c Jam 2019
www.collidearts.org/traffi c-jam

JUNE 13-16 | Austin Asian 
American Film Festival
www.aaafi lmfest.org

JUNE 23 | Camp Nowhere
www.campnowheretexas.com
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PLAY TABLETOP GAMES
AUSTIN

JUNE
01

Dragon’s Lair is hosting a gaming party for 
International Tabletop Day, which is a celebration 
of classic and innovative tabletop games. The store 
will be hosting gaming events all day. 10 a.m.-6:30 
p.m. Free. Dragon’s Lair, 2438 W. Anderson Lane, 
Ste. B1, Austin. 512-454-2399. www.dlair.net

Restaurants from Northwest Austin will be offering 
food and beverage samples at the 12th annual Taste 
of North Austin. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. $20 per wristband. 
The Domain (between Macy’s and Neiman Marcus), 
11410 Century Oaks Terrace, Austin. 512-873-8099. 
www.simon.com/mall/the-domain

Austin’s annual celebration of comics, video games and pop 
culture features merchandise vendors, gaming competitions and 
cosplay contests. Celebrity guests include comic book creators, 
professional wrestlers, actors and more. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $30-$50. 
H-E-B Center at Cedar Park, 2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar 
Park. 512-600-5000. www.greateraustincomiccon.com

COMPILED BY IAIN OLDMAN

Night at the Northwest Austin brewery. 

Attendees are encouraged to wear 

Hawaiian clothes to enjoy a night of 

music, dancing, prize drawings and craft 

beer. 7-9 p.m. Free. Oskar Blues Brewery, 

10420 Metric Blvd., Austin. 

512-243-7054. www.oskarblues.com

Help us raise 1 million summer meals.
Donate today at centraltexasfoodbank.org.

BRING BACK THE JOYS
OF SUMMER

Presented by

Jennifer Ewing 
Financial Advisor

13785 Research Blvd, Suite 125,
 Austin, TX  78750 | 512.655.2180

Advice and planning for and with 
women and families for over 20 years.
· Individual retirement plans
· Business retirement plans
· Financial planing services

· Investments
· Advisory programs
· Educational savings

Planning with Perspective.

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 

Waddell & Reed, Inc., a Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/

SIPC and a Federally Registered Investment Advisor.

(05/19)
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TRANSPORTATION

  1   MoPac construction

Work on the MoPac express lane project 
fi nished in March. The project added one 
managed-toll lane between Parmer Lane 
and Cesar Chavez Street, which is variably 
priced. The fi nal completion does not 
include a separate approximately $4.5 
million project that McCarthy Building Co. 
is fi nishing, which includes work on the 
sound walls by the intersection of MoPac 
and 45th Street. That work is scheduled to 
fi nish by July. 

Timeline: October 2013-July 2019

Cost: $230 million

Funding sources: various local sources

  2   I-35 projects

Work continues with crews having fi nished 
six columns for the bridge beams on the 
northwest corner of I-35 and US 183. Texas 
Department of Transportation crews in 
April reduced the US 183 northbound 
frontage road from three lanes to two 
between US 290 to south of US 183. Drivers 
must take a new, temporary entrance ramp 
from the I-35 northbound frontage road 
north of US 290 to the I-35 northbound 
main lanes.

Crews are scheduled to demolish and re-
build the St. Johns Avenue bridge over the 
I-35 main lanes beginning in June. During 
the long-term closure, all vehicles on St. 

All information on this page was updated as of 
05/13/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at nwanews@communityimpact.com.

COMPILED BY IAIN OLDMAN
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ONGOING UPDATES

UPCOMING PROJECTS

  6   Spicewood Springs Road
 low-water crossing improvements

A bridge on Spicewood Springs Road 
that experiences frequent fl ooding will 
likely begin reconstruction by summer 
2020. Three reconstruction plans that 
differ in construction cost, timeline and 
added detours were open for public re-
view and comment through early May.

A second community meeting to 
preview the preliminary design to be 
ultimately selected by the county is 
expected to be held in August.

Timeline: summer 2020 (construction 
begins); construction end depends on 
alternative

Cost: $3.2 million-$4.1 million (depend-
ing on alternative)

Funding source: 2017 Travis County 
bond funds

  7   Capital Metro electric bus facility

Capital Metro announced in late April that 
it will begin running its fi rst fl eet of electric 
buses before the end of 2019. The transit 
agency also announced it started the 
demolition of the former Serta Mattress 
warehouse, located just south of the Capi-
tal Metro North Operations campus at 9315 
Old McNeil Road.

Timeline: spring 2019-summer 2020

Cost: TBD

Funding source: Capital Metro capital 
projects budget

Johns will turn right onto the I-35 frontage 
roads and access either the US 183 or US 
290 U-turn to access St. Johns on the other 
side of I-35. The new bridge is scheduled to 
open in the fall.

Timeline: January 2018-mid-2021

Cost: $124 million

Funding sources: Texas Department of 
Transportation

  3   Safety improvements at I-35 and 
Braker Lane

The city of Austin began construction in 
mid-January on safety improvements that 
include adding a raised median on Braker 
Lane west of I-35 to manage turn move-
ments, extending the turn lane for vehicles 
turning left onto the northbound I-35, 
frontage road and adding new sidewalks 
and high-visibility crosswalks. City offi cials 
expect construction to wrap before the end 
of June.

Timeline: January-June

Cost: $1.23 million

Funding sources: 2016 Mobility Bond

  4   I-35 at Parmer Lane

TxDOT will construct a diverging diamond 
interchange, in which vehicles cross over 
to the opposite side of the road to facilitate 
more effi cient turning movements. TxDOT 
sent the project out to bid in April. The 
project also includes adding turn lanes at 
the intersection of Parmer Lane and North 
Lamar Boulevard.

Timeline: summer 2019-mid-2021

Cost: $32.5 million

Funding sources: TxDOT

  5   Anderson Mill Road

City staff is fi nalizing design plans for im-
provements between Spicewood Parkway 
and US 183, according to city of Austin offi -
cials. After completing the fi nal design, the 
city will begin the permitting process this 
summer. The permitting process is expected 
to take approximately one year to complete.

Timeline: 2020-21 (construction)

Cost: $7.26 million

Funding sources: city bonds, funds
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•  Nurses available 24/7
•  Diabetic management
•  All Day Dining

WWW. P E G A S U S S E N I O R L I V I N G . C OM / C OMMU N I T I E S / PA R M E R � WO OD S � AT � N O R T H � AU S T I N

Serving North Austin for 20 years!

Compassionate Care for Your Peace of Mind

Facility ID# 030175 / 030176

PARMER WOODS AT NORTH AUSTIN
ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
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PARMER LN.

METRIC BLVD.

12429 SCOFIELD FARMS DRIVE, 
AUSTIN, TX 78758 512.835.9080CALL TODAY:



Without Futures” list CNU has released 
since 2008 and the � rst time Austin has 
been included.

Lisa Schamess, communications 
manager for CNU, said many cities 
across the country are experiencing 
similar challenges to Austin’s, including 
Denver with I-70 and Dallas with I-345.

“People have lived the highway era, 
and they’re tired of it,” Schamess said.

RECONNECTING THE GRID

The report focuses on a solution for 
I-35 from Reconnect Austin, a local 
e� ort started by Black and his daugh-
ter, Heyden Black Walker, to bury the 
section of I-35 between Cesar Chavez 
Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Bou-
levard below ground, then cover those 
lanes with a new boulevard.

The plan represents a shi�  in think-
ing, according to Black Walker, that 
rejects the idea of widening roads to 

build a way out of highway problems, 
instead o� ering a more comprehen-
sive solution.

According to the “Freeways With-
out Futures” report, the Reconnect 
Austin proposal would open up 30 
acres of new land currently under 
the I-35 frontage roads, which would 
have a potential valuation of approx-
imately $3.3 billion. To fund capping 
the buried highway, the city could 
use an economic development tool 
called a tax increment � nancing 
zone, opening the area up for mixed-
use development and potentially 
adding a� ordable housing units to 
address the city’s need.

‘A BIG BITE FROM A BIG APPLE’

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation is currently in the midst of 
a yearslong project to improve I-35 in 
Williamson, Travis and Hays coun-
ties.

The project has not been fully 
funded, and as money has come 
in piecemeal, TxDOT has so far 
focused on smaller projects away 
from downtown. According to TxDOT 
Austin District Engineer Terry McCoy, 

work on the corridor of I-35 between 
Ben White Blvd. and Hwy. 290 North 
would account for about $6 billion of 
the $8.1 billion total project cost.

“Once we get into downtown it’s not 
possible to do small projects. We’ve 
got to � gure out how to take a big bite 
from a big apple,” McCoy said.

TxDOT said it is currently pursuing 
depressing I-35 throughout the center 
of Austin, and that proposal would be 
compatible with a locally funded cap 
that could cover the highway’s main 
lanes.

The Reconnect Austin vision goes 
further than what TxDOT has pro-
posed, advocating for the frontage 
roads to be removed in order to create 
valuable property that could create 
tax income.

While TxDOT continues the process 
of searching for funding sources at the 
state Capitol and designing solutions 
through downtown Austin, the high-
way’s problems continue to worsen as 
the population in Central Texas grows. 
According to TxDOT, the 19-mile com-
mute from downtown Austin to Round 
Rock could take as long as 2.5 hours 
by 2035. 

PHOTO COURTESY JEREMY LOHR, RENDERING COURTESY RECONNECT AUSTIN

A local proposal advocates sinking interstate through downtown

I-35 in Austin among nation’s 10 worst highways 
according to ‘Freeways Without Futures’ report

The research around the portion of 
I-35 that runs through Austin tells many 
local drivers what they already know.

Between Hwy. 290 North and Ben 
White Boulevard, I-35 is the third-most 
congested roadway in the state for all 
tra�  c and the most congested in Texas 
for commercial trucks, according to a 
2018 report from the Texas A&M Trans-
portation Institute.

“It’s a disaster in every sense,” said 
Sinclair Black, principal at architecture 
� rm Black and Vernooy and an advo-
cate for changing the design of I-35.

That “disaster” has been elevated to 
a national level. On April 3, national 
nonpro� t Congress for the New Urban-
ism, which advocates for what it calls 
“vibrant and walkable cities,” released 
its “Freeways Without Futures” report, 
a list of 10 highways across the U.S. 
most in need of removal or signi� cant 
change. This is the sixth “Freeways 

freeway future?
A rendering from Reconnect Austin shows what I-35 
would look like through downtown if it was buried below 
ground and capped with a pedestrian-friendly boulevard. 

N

BY JACK FLAGLER

Congested Corridor
Nonprofi t Congress for the New Urbanism 

included the portion of I-35 that runs through 
Austin as one of its “Freeways Without 

Futures” in a report released April 3.

12TH ST.

MARTIN 
LUTHER 
KING JR. 
BLVD.

7TH ST.
CESAR CHAVEZ ST. 

35

TRANSPORTATION

N

ARC After Hours Clinic

ARC DOCTORS NEAR YOU

ARC After Hours Clinic

ARC DOCTORS NEAR YOU

183620

2222

1

AUSTIN

CEDAR PARK

ARC After Hours Clinic

ARC DOCTORS NEAR YOU

myARCaccess.com

I knew they would 
do all they could for 
a positive outcome.

“
Meet Carla. Survivor.
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stadium site, near Delta Drive.
“We would like to have the McK-

alla station in place on [Austin FC’s] 
opening day. That’s probably aggres-
sive, but it is a goal. Broadmoor 
[station] is the same time frame,” 
Hemingson said. “There’s still a lot of 
work to be done.”

Capital Metro is additionally consid-
ering rerouting its 803 MetroRapid bus 
line away from the J.J. Pickle Research 
Campus. Instead, the line would 
continue on Burnet Road and run all 
the way to the Broadmoor campus, 
allowing for frequent bus service 
every 15 minutes.

That will be supported by infra-
structure improvements to be deliv-
ered by the Austin’s Corridor Program 
O�  ce. Mandy McClendon, media 
liaison for the Burnet Road corridor, 
said the city has plans in place for 
shared-use paths, pedestrian cross-
walks, upgraded tra�  c signals and 
bus stop improvements. 

“The goal is to connect facilities 
for the entire length of the roadway,” 
McClendon said.

The corridor program o�  ce expects 
to begin construction on the Burnet 
Road improvements by 2021 and con-
tinue through 2024. McClendon stated 
the entire project, stretching from 
Koenig Lane to MoPac, is expected to 
carry a $53 million price tag—paid by 
2016 mobility bonds.

These plans follow guidance from 
the North Burnet/Gateway neighbor-
hood master plan that was adopted 
by Austin City Council more than a 
decade ago. That plan designated 
the corridor as a space “that is more 
pedestrian and transit friendly and 

can accommodate a signi� cant num-
ber of new residents,” according to 
city documents.

But the corridor is seeing more 
accelerated growth than perhaps it 
has ever seen. 

Plans for the Broadmoor redevelop-
ment include at least 2,000 housing 
units. Construction on the develop-
ment is already underway.

By 2021, McKalla Place stadium 
could host up to 20,000 fans at least 17 
times a season—the amount of home 
games scheduled for the current 2019 
MLS season. 

In the past six months, � ve new 
towers at The Domain have been 
announced, combining for more than 

1.8 million square feet of o�  ce and 
residential space, and tech giant Ama-
zon in March announced plans to add 
800 employees to its Domain o�  ces.

Although The Domain is not 
included in the North Burnet/Gateway 
zoning—The Domain has its own zon-
ing and density codes—local trans-
portation o�  cials are planning for the 
area holistically.

“Given the tremendous growth in 
that area and the future of even more, 
we believe and our partners at the city 
and even the private-sector folks are 
beginning to recognize we need more 
options than driving alone. We cannot 
sustain it over time,” Hemingson said.

TRANSPORTATION

North Burnet/Gateway corridor could see two new 
rail stations in time for Austin FC’s inaugural game

Ahead of the construction of new 
headquarters for several of the coun-
try’s largest tech employers, the city 
of Austin and Capital Metro are in 
discussions with private developers to 
deliver transit solutions to the North 
Burnet and Gateway corridor.

Capital Metro, in particular, has 
aggressive plans to reimagine transit 
options in the corridor in time for the 
estimated opening day in 2021 for 
Austin FC at McKalla Place, generally 
located at the southeastern intersec-
tion of Braker Lane and Burnet Road.

“We have major initiatives under-
way to upgrade the Red Line fre-
quency and capacity,” said Todd Hem-
ingson, executive vice president of 
planning and development for Capital 
Metro. “There is a great opportunity to 
reduce auto use.”

Capital Metro is in discussions with 
private-sector partners to relocate the 
MetroRail Kramer Station, according 
to Hemingson. That station is located 
more than a half mile away from The 
Domain and the IBM Broadmoor Cam-
pus with limited pedestrian or cycling 
connectivity. That has led to limited 
usage of the stop, per Hemingson.

The transit agency is planning to 
scrap the Kramer station altogether 
and construct two new rail stations in 
its place. One station is already per-
mitted by the city in the Broadmoor 
development, and Hemingson said 
Capital Metro is working with Precourt 
Sports Ventures to put a station at the 
McKalla Place stadium.

Preliminary plans for the stadium 
show a potential site for a Red Line 
station at the eastern edge of the 

BY IAIN OLDMAN

SOURCES: CAPITAL METRO, CITY OF AUSTIN/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Relieving the roadway
Local offi cials are prioritizing taking cars off the road in the North Burnet/
Gateway area. To accomplish those goals, Capital Metro and the city of 
Austin are fl oating plans to build two new MetroRail stations and improve 
shared-use connectivity between transit stops and commuter hubs.

A

B

C

 A  Proposed Broadmoor 
Station
 B  Kramer Station
An average of 200 south-
bound riders get on, and 
203 northbound riders 
get off at Kramer Station 
Monday through Thursday. 
Capital Metro is proposing 
removing the Kramer Station 
altogether. 
 C  Proposed McKalla Station

Legend
Current 803 rapid bus line

Potential 803 rapid bus line

North Burnet/Gateway zoning district

IBM Broadmoor campus

McKalla stadium site
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RAIL STATION CHANGES

FEEL THE HAMPTONALITY
Austin/Cedar Park-Lakeline, TX

10811 Pecan Park Blvd, Austin, Texas, 78750, USA   
rupal.chaudhari@hilton.com        1-512-249-0045

COMPLIMENTARY BREAKFAST AND WIFI

MEETING ROOM FOR UP TO 40 PEOPLE

GROUP AND CORPORATE RATES AVAILABLE
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Staff, teachers to see 
3.5% raise in 2019-20
 ROUND ROCK ISD  The Round Rock 
ISD board of trustees voted May 
16 to increase teacher, campus 
and district sta�  salaries by 3.5% 
across the board for the upcoming 
school year.

The compensation increases will 
cost RRISD $14.2 million in 2019-20, 
according to a district news release.

Teachers, librarians and nurses 
will receive a pay raise of $1,800 
with adjustments to compensate 
years served, while counselors and 
other licensed professionals in the 
districts are set to receive a $2,212 
general pay increase.

Other employees will see an 
increase equal to 3.5% of the pay 
range midpoint in compensation.

College to add second 
bachelor’s program
 AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE  Next 
year, Austin Community College 
will begin its second bachelor’s 
degree program with a goal of help-
ing members of the local workforce 
advance their careers.

The Bachelor of Applied Science 
program in computer information 
technology will have three special-
izations when the program begins 
at ACC in the spring semester of 
2020: so� ware development, cyber-
security and data science. ACC’s 
board of trustees approved the 
program unanimously May 6.

News from Austin, Round Rock and Pfl ugerville ISDs and Austin Community College

 PFLUGERVILLE ISD  The consolidation 
of P� ugerville ISD’s Windermere 
Primary and Elementary campus 
is moving into its second phase of 
development at a maximum price tag 
of $3.7 million.

The project is one of several that 
were progressed by PfISD trustees 
May 16.

Trustees approved the guaranteed 
maximum price for the Windermere 
consolidation plan. Costs for the 
school construction can come from 
the school’s voter-approved 2018 
bond funds.

The board additionally approved 
preliminary plans to renovate the dis-
trict’s historic Rock Gym with acoustic 

treatments and audio upgrades, a move 
the district hopes will allow the venue 
to diversify its programming options. 
No speci� c funding dollars have yet 
been approved for the project.

In late May, the district expects to 
send out bids to add two new tennis 
courts to Connally High School.

Trustees additionally approved 
renovations for accommodations 
for the PfISD Police Department 
and nursing sta�  at the P� ugerville 
Academic Center of Excellence. David 
Vesling, executive director of Facilities 
& Support Services for PfISD, said 
the majority of funds related to this 
project will go to improvements for the 
police department.

Pflugerville’s historic Rock Gym among district 
facilities projects given green light by trustees

COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFFEDUCATION BRIEFS

Pfl ugerville ISD board of trustees 
Meets third Thursday at 7 p.m.
1401 W. Pecan St., Pfl ugerville 
512-594-0000 • www.pfi sd.net

Round Rock ISD board of trustees
Meets third Thursday at 7 p.m.
300 Lake Creek Drive, Round Rock
512-464-5000 • www.roundrockisd.org

Austin Community College board of 
trustees
Meets fi rst Monday at 5 p.m.
5930 Middle Fiskville Road, Austin
512-223-7613 • www.austincc.edu

Austin ISD board of trustees
Meets fourth Monday at 7 p.m.
1111 W. Sixth St., Austin
512-414-1700 • www.austinisd.org

MEETINGS

PfISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Place 3
Renae Mitchell won with 100%
Place 4
Vernagene Mott won with 100%
Place 5
Brian Allen won with 52.03%

MAY 4 ELECTION UPDATES

District, union at odds 
over proposed raises
 AUSTIN ISD  The school district and 
Education Austin, AISD’s teach-
ers’ and employees’ union, have 
clashed over how much of a salary 
increase district employees should 
receive next year.

On May 20, over 124 AISD sta�  
members rallied at district head-
quarters, demanding a 10% raise 
for all district employees. Union 
President Ken Zari� s led the crowd 
of teachers, bus drivers, librarians 
and contracted sta�  in chants of 
“we are worth it” and “words don’t 
pay the rent.”

AISD reported at a May 6 board 
of trustees workshop that 1%-2% 
raises were being considered, and 
negotiations were continuing.

Four separate facilities projects were approved in May

SOURCE: PFLUGERVILLE ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

NMap not to scale

35

4

3 2

PICADILLY DR. PFLUGERVILLE PKWY.

HOWARD LN.

M
ET

RIC
 B

LV
D

.

N
. L

A
M

A
R

 B
LV

D
.

THERMAL 
DR.

GRAND 
AVENUE PKWY.

D
ESSAU

 R
D

.

VISION DR.

IM
M

AN
U

EL
 R

D
.

PECAN ST.

PFENNIG LN.

1

New tennis courts at Connally High School1

Acoustic and audio improvements at 
Rock Gym
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PfISD Police Department and nursing 
staff renovations
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Windermere Primary and Elementary 
campus consolidation
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Austin City Council
Meets Thursday at 10 a.m. at Austin City 
Hall, 301 W. Second St., Austin 512-974-
2000
www.austintexas.gov/department/
city-council

Travis County Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesday at 9 a.m. at 700 Lavaca 
St., Austin • 512-854-9020 
www.traviscounty.org

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. at 710 S. 
Main. St., Georgetown • 512-943-1100 
www.wilco.org

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_nwa

MEETINGS
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CITY & COUNTY News from Austin and Travis and Williamson counties

 APRIL 30  Travis County commissioners 
adopted updated fl ood standards 
for land development, taking into 
consideration the Atlas-14 study that 
shows an exacerbated threat of fl ooding 
in Central Texas.

 MAY 2  A fi rst-of-its-kind 
epidemiological study conducted by 
Austin Public Health and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
found that of those injured while riding 
dockless scooters in Austin, nearly half 
suffered severe injuries, and 15% had 
evidence suggestive of a traumatic 
brain injury.

 MAY 9  The aging Dougherty Arts 
Center, originally built as a naval reserve 
facility in 1947, received a $25 million 
injection of voter-approved city funds to 
construct a new facility at Butler Shores 
on Lady Bird Lake.

 MAY 14  Williamson County 
Commissioners committed up to 
$45,706 to the Capital Area Council of 
Governments Air Quality Program for 
air-quality data monitors.

CITY & COUNTY HIGHLIGHTSTravis Central Appraisal District will purchase new 
property after bid to purchase expo center falters

City debuts digital tipping service for musicians

County purchases new 
voting machines with 
paper records for $4.41M

Nursing professor sworn 
onto board of managers

 TRAVIS COUNTY   The Travis Central 
Appraisal District will purchase and 
renovate a new building in Northeast 
Austin due to the rapidly increasing 
number of property appraisal protests 
the district handles each year. 

Leadership of the area’s taxing 
entities, which include Travis County, 
Austin Community College, Austin 
ISD, Central Health and the city of 
Austin, approved the $10 million 
project in late April and early May to 
acquire and renovate the property at 
850 E. Anderson Lane. 

The TCAD has su�  cient funds to 
cover the costs of the project without 
additional funds from area taxing enti-
ties, according to public documents. 

Since 1985, the TCAD has been 
located at 8314 Cross Park Drive, 
which is at maximum capacity. In 
2016, the appraisal district purchased 

 AUSTIN  Austin’s local artists and 
musicians have been hit especially 
hard by the city’s ongoing a� ordabil-
ity crisis, with many in the creative 
community moving their homes and 
studios to outer suburbs, where the 
cost of living is less expensive.

Amid the many attempts to quell 
the impacts of rising costs, the city 
of Austin is launching a program 
aimed at tipping the revenue scale for 
musicians in the “Live Music Capital 
of the World.”

On May 1, applications opened up 
for the new Tip the Band program, 
which will allow qualifying bands to 
receive digital tips from credit and 

debit cards during live shows.
Austin’s music and entertainment 

division will select 10 local and 
“regularly performing” musical acts 
through a competitive application 
process to pilot the new technology 
for six months, according to a media 
release. The technology—a digital 
card reader—will allow members of 
a live audience at all local or touring 
shows to tip the band “within sec-
onds,” the press release said.

The application process for artists 
began May 1 and will close May 
31. The 10 chosen artists will be 
announced June 14, with a program 
launch scheduled for July 1.

 WILLIAMSON COUNTY  William-
son County Commissioners Court 
approved the purchase of new voting 
machines and equipment during its 
April 30 meeting.

The new machines will cost $4.41 
million, just short of the $4.5 million 
budgeted for the purchase in the � scal 
year 2018-19 budget.

The county will be moving away from 
iVotronic, touch-screen and paperless 
machines that keep results within the 
machine itself until they are extracted 
at the end of election day. The county 
� rst purchased iVotronic in 2005.

 CENTRAL HEALTH  The � nal remaining 
open position on the Central Health 
board of managers has been � lled 
a� er Dr. Julie Zuniga was o�  cially 
sworn in April 30.

Zuniga serves as an assistant pro-
fessor of nursing at The University of 
Texas at Austin, according to a May 6 
press release from Central Health.

Zuniga � lls the position le�  vacant 
by former board Chairperson Katrina 
Daniel, who served until 2018.

COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFF
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Dr. Julie Zuniga

New Travis Central Appraisal 
District building

850 E. Anderson Lane

land next door to its current facility 
with a plan to expand.

County commissioners voted in 
October to reject the TCAD’s proposal 
to purchase the county expo center.

In 2018, property appraisal protests 
hit a record high, with 33% of prop-
erty owners protesting their assessed 
values, according to a memo from 
Jessica Rio, a county executive in the 
planning and budget o�  ce.
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Credit Card with rates 
as low as 6.99% APR*

With approved credit & other factors. Rates subject to change.
*Annual Percentage Rate

NO COST BALANCE TRANSFER!

SERVING MEMBERS SINCE 1931!

KYLE BRANCH
1507 Bunton Creek Rd. Kyle, TX

PFLUGERVILLE BRANCH 
900 FM 685 Pflugerville, TX 512-339-9812MAIN OFFICE

10806 Metric Blvd. Austin, TX
SOUTH BRANCH

6314 South 1st St. Austin, TX

www.gefcu-austin.org



The 86th Texas Legislature began Jan. 8 and continues through May 27. These updates include what 
has happened since the session began as well as the latest bill fi lings from lawmakers representing the 
Northwest Austin area.

Latest news from the 86th Texas Legislature

PUBLIC EDUCATION

The Texas House voted 
April 24 to advance legislation 
that would make the Teacher 
Retirement System pension fund 
� nancially healthy and give one-
time checks to retired teachers.

By a voice vote, House mem-
bers gave preliminary approval 
to Senate Bill 12, endorsing a 
more costly revised version of 
the teacher pension � xes that 
was originally proposed in the 
House. The House’s version of 
SB 12, sponsored by state Rep. 
Greg Bonnen, R-Friendswood, 
would increase the amount the 
state contributes to the pension 
fund by 2% over the next � ve 
years and give every retiree a 
one-time check of up to $2,400 

by September 2020, in addition 
to retirees’ monthly checks of 
that amount.

HEALTH CARE

The Texas Senate passed a bill 
April 16 that could provide relief 
to Texans charged with surprise 
medical bills when health care 
providers and insurance com-
panies disagree on the costs of 
medical treatments.

Surprise medical bills, also 
called balance bills, happen when 
a patient is invoiced for medical 
costs insurance providers won’t 
pay a� er a dispute with health 
care providers. The bill o� en 
comes as a surprise to patients as 
some don’t realize they’ve seen an 
out-of-network provider.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Less than 24 hours a� er the 
Texas House gave preliminary 
approval to a bill reducing crimi-
nal penalties for Texans found to 
possess small amounts of mar-
ijuana, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick on 
April 30 declared the measure 
dead in the Senate.

House Bill 63 by state Rep. 
Joe Moody, D-El Paso, would 
lower possession of 1 ounce or 
less from a Class B to a Class 
C misdemeanor, which is the 
same classi� cation as a tra�  c 
ticket. Those found to possess 
2 ounces or less or marijuana 
but more than 1 ounce would be 
charged with a Class B misde-
meanor — punishable by a � ne 
of up to $2,000, jail time or both.

COMPILED BY AYAN MITTRA, AMAN BATHEJA AND IAIN OLDMAN/THE TEXAS TRIBUNE AND COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have partnered to share essential updates from the 86th legislative 
session. The Tribune is a nonprofi t, nonpartisan news organization that informs and engages with Texans about public policy, 
politics, government and statewide issues. Learn more at www.texastribune.org.+

AT THE CAPITOL
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STATE SEN. KIRK WATSON

D-Austin •  Elected 2006
kirk.watson@senate.texas.gov

STATE REP. CELIA ISRAEL

D-Austin • Elected 2014
celia.israel@house.texas.gov

STATE REP. DONNA HOWARD

D-Austin • Elected 2006
donna.howard@house.texas.gov

• On May 2, a Texas Senate panel 
approved Senate Bill 2553, authored 
by Watson. The bill would preserve 
the Lions Municipal Golf Course 
in West Austin as a golf course or 
publicly available parkland.

• House Bill 517, authored by Israel, 
was left pending in committee May 1 
and does not appear to have a chance 
at becoming a state law. HB 517 
would ban sexual identity or gender 
identity conversion therapy.

• House Bill 2048, co-authored by 
Howard, passed May 2 in the Texas 
House. The bill aims to repeal the 
Driver Responsibility Program, which 
adds surcharges to an individual 
based on certain traffi c offenses.

SOURCE: TEXAS LEGISLATURE ONLINE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

• After Hours Care
• Well Checks
• Sick Visits

Your Neighborhood Doctors. Multispecialty Care.

PE D I AT RI C S  A N D  A D U LT S

SAME DAY
APPOINTMENTS

ADC Cedar Bend 
2400 Cedar Bend Dr. 
Austin, TX 78758
512-901-1111 | adclinic.com
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REX’s agents are clear, concise and to the point…A 
huge benefit was the fact that everyone talked to 

each other to get things done. So we did really 
well and saved so much through all of this…but the 

people were really what got us through this. 

Thank you REX team for all your help!

-The Bird Family, 
Bought and Sold with REX

Qualify in minutes

savewithrex.com

REX charges 
70% less than 
traditional agents.

Full-service. Lowest fee. 
Game-changing technology.

Traditional agents like fine print and big 
commissions. Us, not so much. With REX you pay 
just a 2% total fee to sell your home, not the 6% 

agents typically charge.

©2019 Real Estate Exchange Inc. Minimum fees may apply. All rights reserved. Licensed Real Estate Broker #9006916
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 U  pon entrance into Chaparral Ice, visitors may 
get the sense they have been teleported from 

Texas into an ice sports state of the North. 
As Austin’s only publicly accessible, regulation-size 

indoor ice rink, the frozen sheet at the center of the 
complex lays the foundation for icy recreation Central 
Texans would be hard-pressed to � nd anywhere else. 

The rink is occupied seven days a week by people 
gliding across the ice during each of Chaparral Ice’s 
daily 19-20 hours of operation. 

“We’re open enough to get everyone here who 
needs to be out here,” owner Ryan Raya said. 

“Everyone” includes an eclectic group—from 
� gure and speed skaters, hockey players and curlers 
to those just being introduced to the rink. Raya 
estimates that 70,000 di� erent people come to the 
rink each year, most to get some laps around the 
rink, while the rest are there for hockey and curling 
leagues or speed and � gure skating competitions. 

“It’s a community ice-skating rink that is the single 
access point for people who are new to ice sports,” 

Raya said. “We’re a place for people who don’t go 
with the traditional sports or the traditional crowd.” 

Some skaters are highly competitive. The Texas 
Stars, Central Texas’ minor-league hockey team, 
practices at the rink, and Chaparral is the home of the 
University of Texas club hockey squad. Some of the 
youth leagues that play at Chaparral have made it to 
international tournaments, Raya said, and local � g-
ure skaters have competed in national competitions. 
But not everyone is there to compete.  

“It’s just people who want to be active in the win-
ter, or they’re just looking for free air conditioning in 
the summer when it’s 120 degrees out, and they get 
hooked,” Raya said.  

Chaparral Ice has been in business for 21 years; 
however, Raya took ownership in January 2017. The 
rink has since undergone $700,000 worth of renova-
tions to clean up the ice and refurbish the concession 
stands. Demand for ice time is growing, and Raya 
said Chaparral is prepared to break ground on a new 
ice complex in Cedar Park in early 2019.

BY CHRISTOPHER NEELY

Chaparral Ice
Northcross Mall ice rink provides community feel for local skaters 

BUSINESS FEATURE 

Chaparral Ice

2525 W. Anderson Lane, 
Austin

512-252-8500

www.chaparralice.com

Hours: Sun.-Sat. 5 
a.m.-midnight
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A 
FIGURE SKATE AND A HOCKEY SKATE

FIGURE SKATE

HOCKEY SKATE

A hockey player gliding across the ice with pads and a 
stick requires different equipment than a fi gure skater 
fl ying through the air to perform tricks. 

The extended blade at the 
back is called the tail.

 Longer blade 

Small teeth at the front of the 
blade are called toe picks and 
are used to stop, pivot during 
spins, and as take off and 
landing points for jumps. 

The curved front 
and back of the blade 
increases speed, direction 
and agility when moving 
forward or backward. 

The short, simple blade with 
no tail or toe pick is typically 
narrower than a fi gure skate’s. 

About 70,000 skaters come to Chaparral Ice each year to 
compete or just get some laps around the rink.

Since Ryan Raya took ownership of Chaparral Ice in 2017 the rink has undergone $700,000 in renovations.
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SOURCE: SPORTS UNLIMITED INC. BUYER’S GUIDE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

From reporting park maintenance
and traffic signal timing 

to potholes and water waste

Call 3-1-1 or use the app

THE HERITAGE AT HUNTERS CHASE
PRESENTS:

T H E  F I V E
FESTIVALS

• 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM •

JUNE 1
JUNE 8
JUNE 15
JUNE 22

BLUEGRASS (Kentucky Inspired Hors D’oeuvres and Drink Specials)
JAZZ (Cajun Hors D’oeuvres and Adult Beverages)
ROCK & ROLL (Seafood, Beef, Vegetarian Hors D’oeuvres and Cocktails)
COUNTRY (Denim and Diamond BBQ Cuisine)

Please call (512) 649-0398 to RSVP for your COMPLIMENTARY seating

THE HERITAGE AT HUNTERS CHASE• 12151 HUNTERS CHASE DRIVE, AUSTIN, TX 78729
HUNTERSCHASE.SURPASSLIVING.COM

THE HERITAGE 
AT HUNTERS CHASE
ASSISTED LIVING ~ MEMORY CARE

ASK ABOUT OUR
2 MONTHS FREE 

SPECIAL!
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DESIGNING HOMES FOR THE WAY YOU LIVE

THAT'S THE WEEKLEY WAY

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. 
Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2019 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Austin, TX (AUSA107355)

Home is a cherished place for your entire family. 
At David Weekley Homes, we balance livability with outstanding design so you can enjoy the 
lifestyle you want. Our FlexSpaceSM options let you easily transform any room to suit your interests.  
Our collaborative approach to creating your dream home will inspire you to live life to the fullest. 
That’s The Weekley Way!

Whether you choose low-maintenance living in the gated community of Presidio Station, 
purchase a Quick Move-in Home in one of Austin’s established areas or build on your own 
homesite, you can have it all, near it all with a luxurious Central Living by David Weekley home.

Homes from the $300s 
512-821-8818 

central-living.com

Homes from the $345s
512-821-8878

Austin’s 
TOP-RATED BUILDERSM

4.8

Finish your degree with College Credit for Heroes!
You can turn your previous working and life experience into up to 
30 hours of college credit for non-collegiate training and/or 24 hours of work-life 
learning if you:
• are a veteran, service member or working adult
• have some college but want to finish your undergraduate degree
• have military training, workforce certifications, and/or work experience

College Credit for Heroes is partnering with Texas State University’s Prior 
Learning Assessment to help veterans, service members and working adults to 
earn a bachelor of applied arts and sciences.

You can change your life with career opportunities in:

Texas State University, to the extent not in conflict with federal or state law, prohibits discrimination 
or harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, veterans’ status, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression. Texas State University is a tobacco-free campus 19-524 4/19

• athletics
• healthcare administration
• business
• information technology

• criminal justice
• engineering technology
• geographic information systems 
• social services and more 

Enrollment is available in San Marcos and Round Rock. 
To learn more or sign up for an online information session, visit:

owls.txstate.edu/resources/College-Credit-for-Heroes

• Dance Club
• Gardening Club
• Cooking Club
• Choir Club
• And many other activities

• Strong Reading & Math Program
• STEM Focused
• Coding
• Art & Music Classes
• First Lego League Robotics

• Math League
• UIL Competitions
• Science Fair
• Drone Club
• Soccer Club

START your child off with a STRONG 
foundation in a small, safe, and 

caring learning environment.

11800 Stonehollow Dr., 
Austin, TX 78758
512.821.1700

Enroll Now! Apply online 
hssaustin.harmonytx.org

K-5th grade

TUITION-FREE

*based on eligibility  
**Austin, Pfl ugerville, & Round Rock bus stops subject to change

Free Breakfast & Lunch*

Bus Stops**
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Moonie’s Burger House

13450 Research Blvd., Austin

512-257-9000

www.mooniesburgerhouse.
com/andersonmill

Hours: Sun.-Thu. 10:30 a.m.-9 
p.m., Fri.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.-9:30 
p.m

183

N

ANDERSON 

MILL RD.

POND 

SPRINGS RD.

DINING FEATURE

 J  ay Roush, owner of Moonie’s Burger House o�  
Anderson Mill Road in Northwest Austin, says 

he cannot eat burgers outside his own restaurant 
anymore. And that may be a result of his tireless 
experimentation with new burger recipes.

Every month, Roush and his sta�  roll out a new 
burger with loads of di� erent ingredients. In May, 
Moonie’s served up its Italian Stallion burger, made 
with a ground beef and pork patty, a house-made 
ricotta spread and other Italian staples. Two months 
prior, the restaurant rolled out an Irish burger 
topped with Dubliner cheddar cheese, corned beef, 
sauerkraut and Russian dressing on a pretzel bun.

“We literally vary [our burgers] every month,” 
Roush said. “I think there’s some excitement about 
what it is.”

The burger of the month is just one aspect of 
Moonie’s that Roush changed when he took owner-
ship of the restaurant � ve years ago. When he came 
in, Roush renovated the entire restaurant by taking 
out its bar, adding space in the kitchen and dining 
room, and installing televisions.

Roush also changed how Moonie’s made its food. 
The restaurant now makes all of its burgers with 
Black Angus beef. The sauces on Moonie’s burgers 
are made in-house, and the restaurant makes its 
own queso from scratch.

Moonie’s now even serves Roush’s own chili 
recipe, a classic meaty Texan chili that the owner 
perfected in his own house during chili cooko� s.

But the restaurant, according to Roush, is most 
famous for its buns. The patties in Moonie’s burg-
ers are encased by one of six separate bun options. 
Moonie’s most popular bun is a sweet sourdough 
Hawaiian-style bun. 

“There is no one in town who I would worry about 
putting my burger up against,” Roush said. “It is 
Angus beef burger, fresh buns, freshly cooked, and 
all the toppings are fresh.”

BY IAIN OLDMAN

Moonie’s
Burger House
Neighborhood restaurant fl ips 
novel, hand crafted burgers

BURGER OF THE 
MONTH

$7.79

$7.29

$5.69

HEALTHY
OPTIONS

HOMEMADE 
CHILI

Every month, Moonie’s 
offers a new burger, such as 
May’s Italian Stallion burger 

featuring a pork and beef 
mixture patty, a ricotta cheese 
spread, mozzarella cheese and 

marinara sauce.

Moonie’s owner 
Jay Roush added 
three salads to the 
restaurant’s menu. The 
burger joint also serves 
a vegan patty and 
gluten-free bun options.

Roush serves his 
own chili recipe at 

the restaurant, a 
dish that was craft-

ed over cookoffs 
with friends.
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Owner Jay Roush has emphasized cooking new 
recipes with fresh ingredients since he bought 
the restaurant fi ve years ago.

RESEARCH BLVD.

ARCbooknow.com

183620

2222

1

AUSTIN

CEDAR PARK

ARC After Hours Clinic

WELL-CHECK LOCATIONS NEAR YOU

Walk in for your well-check exams; 
walk-in’s available in June & July

Book directly online

Bring your sports & camp forms;  
we’ll fill them out for free

Get a full picture of your child’s health
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ANIMALS

  1   Austin Humane Society is a nonprofi t, 
no-kill shelter that operates programs to save 
Austin’s homeless cats and dogs, engages 
the community about pet ownership, serves 
animals and people in times of crisis, and 
prevents future homelessness through 
spaying and neutering. Volunteer opportu-
nities range from walking dogs to socializing 
cats, assisting in the clinic, photographing 
animals, fostering pets, and helping with 
fundraising and events.

124 W. Anderson Lane, Austin
512-646-7387
www.austinhumanesociety.org

  2   Emancipet is a nonprofi t that works to 
make veterinary care affordable and accessi-
ble to all pet owners and manages a national 
network of clinics. Volunteers can greet 
clients in clinics and support the organiza-
tion’s event, marketing and customer service 
teams. Clinic locations are in East Austin, 
Central Austin, Pfl ugerville and mobile units 
throughout Austin.

1030 Norwood Park Blvd., Ste. 316, Austin
512-587-7729
www.emancipet.org

CHILDREN

  3   Any Baby Can provides education, 
therapy and support to families. Volunteers, 

encouraged to apply through Any Baby 
Can’s website, offer homework help, clerical 
duties, donation pickups, child care and a 
variety of other services.

6207 Sheridan Ave., Austin
512-454-3743
www.anybabycan.org

  4   Assistance League of Austin is a 
nonprofi t volunteer organization that offers a 
variety of philanthropic programs, including 
a toy cart providing gifts to children at Dell 
Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas. 
Other programs include providing new 
clothing, toiletries and school supplies to 
children from Austin ISD schools and area 
shelters. Volunteers must attend an orienta-
tion and training session.

4901 Burnet Road, Austin
512-458-3716
www.alaustin.org

  5   CASA of Travis County educates volun-
teers to serve as court-appointed special ad-
vocates for those in the child welfare system. 
Volunteers spend time with these children; 
communicate regularly with family, care-
givers, teachers and therapists; participate 
in case meetings; determine the children’s 
best interests; and present information and 
opinions to a judge in court.

7600 Chevy Chase Drive, Ste. 200, Austin
512-459-2272
www.casatravis.org

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

  6   Austin Creative Reuse fosters 
conservation and reuse through creativity, 
education and community building. Dona-
tions of art, craft and other useful materials 
are accepted anytime the center is open. 
Volunteers are needed weekly to help weigh, 
sort and price merchandise at the center.

6406 N. I-35, Ste. 1801, Austin
512-375-3041
www.austincreativereuse.org

  7   Goodwill Central Texas is dedicated to 
empowering people to work through educa-
tion and job training, retail stores, business 
services and community partnerships. 
Volunteers can assist at six separate stores 
in the Northwest Austin area. Additional 
opportunities include helping the organiza-
tion’s tutoring program, offering professional 
expertise and disassembling computers.

1015 Norwood Park Blvd., Austin 
512-637-7100 
www.goodwillcentraltexas.org

  8   Knowbility is a nonprofi t organization 
supporting the independence of children 
and adults with disabilities by promoting the 
use of and improving the availability of ac-
cessible information technology. Volunteers 
help with special events.

1033 La Posada Drive, Ste. 307, Austin
512-527-3138
www.knowbility.org

  9   Refugee Services of Texas Austin is a 
social service agency dedicated to support-
ing refugees, immigrants and other dis-
placed persons in their new communities by 
providing resources, referrals, education and 
guidance. Volunteers help with donations, 
transportation and mentorship.

500 E. St. Johns Ave., Ste. 1.280, Austin
512-472-9472
www.rstx.org

 10  The Salvation Army is a Christian 
ministry that provides services to anyone, 
regardless of religion or beliefs. Volunteers 
can provide gifts to children living in shelters 
and assist with events such as the annual lun-
cheon in May and the celebrity golf tourna-
ment in November. Interested residents can 
also apply to become an emergency disaster 
services volunteer with the organization 
through the Salvation Army website.

4700 Manor Road, Austin
512-782-8800
www.salvationarmyaustin.org

 11  Special Olympics Texas provides 
year-round sports training and competition 
opportunities for children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities. Volunteers do not 
need any special skills and can choose to 
help out at competitions or fundraisers, 
become a coach, be a Fan in the Stands or 
help out in the offi ce. Volunteers are also 
encouraged to come the day of an event to 
provide assistance.

GUIDE

As the summer approaches and residents take time off from school and work, many 
look at volunteering as a way to give back to the community. From helping families in 

need to caring for animals, the organizations in this guide offer volunteer opportunities.

VOLUNTEER GUIDE

Summer
COMPILED BY IAIN OLDMAN

DESIGNED BY JULIE LEISE

A noncomprehensive guide to nonprofi t organizations with volunteer opportunities in Northwest Austin

Learn  +   Install  =   Save

Ready
to go
Solar?

AustinEnergy.com/Go/Solar101

©2019 Austin Energy, a City of Austin program.
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1804 Rutherford Lane, Austin
512-835-9873
www.sotx.org

 12  We Are Blood is the exclusive provider 
and guardian of the community blood supply 
for approximately 40 medical facilities in the 
10-county service area of Central Texas. Vol-
unteers can assist with blood drives across 
the Central Texas area, serve refreshments 
in donor centers, provide offi ce support and 
transport blood products using the center’s 
vehicles.

4300 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin 
512-206-1266 
www.weareblood.org

ELDERLY RESOURCES

 13  Drive a Senior-Northwest Austin, 
serving Northwest Austin, Cedar Park and 

HILL COUNTRY COMMUNITY MINISTRIES

17
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WE ARE BLOOD
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EMANCIPET

2

Leander, assists older adults in maintaining 
their quality of life and independence. Volun-
teers provide transportation, home repairs 
and companionship to the elderly. To volun-
teer, fi ll out an application on the website.

10633 Lake Creek Parkway, Austin
512-250-5021
www.driveaseniornorthwest.org

ENVIRONMENTAL

 14   Austin Parks Foundation connects 
people to resources and partners to develop 
and improve parks. Volunteers participate 
in activities, including erosion control, 
mulching, tree planting, eradicating invasive 
species and trash pickup.

1023 Springdale Road, Ste. 4B, Austin
512-477-1566
www.austinparks.org

HEALTH CARE

 15   American Cancer Society hopes to 
reduce the cancer mortality rate and cancer 
incidents through early detection, preven-
tion and advocacy. Volunteer opportunities 
include the Road to Recovery and Reach to 
Recovery programs, assisting at health fairs, 
fundraising, offi ce duties and Relay for Life.

11000 N. MoPac, Ste. 100, Austin
512-919-1800
www.cancer.org

HELPING THE HOMELESS

 16  Austin Humanists at Work collects 
and distributes personal care items once a 
month in Central Austin to people experi-
encing homelessness and of limited means. 
Volunteers help with donation pickups and 

fundraising drives and knit hats, scarves and 
washcloths.

11900 Metric Blvd., Ste. J172, Austin
512-553-2117
www.austinhumanistsatwork.org

 17  Hill Country Community Ministries is 
a nonprofi t that provides food and clothing 
for people in crisis or poverty in southwest 
Williamson and northwest Travis counties. 
Volunteers help in the food pantry and 
clothes closet, pick up food at retail stores 
and serve as caseworkers. HCCM’s thrift 
store is slated to open in January, and volun-
teers will be needed. Volunteers are needed 
to sort food during the holidays.

1005 Lacy Drive, Leander
512-259-0360
www.hccm.org

This list is not comprehensive.   

We listen because 
we care
Good healthcare starts with listening. The care 

teams at Ascension Seton listen to get to know 

you, your health and your life. Then, our network 

of doctors, nurses, and specialists deliver a 

personalized experience that’s right for you and 

your family. By understanding you, we can provide 

the best care possible for your specific needs.

Get the care that’s right for you at seton.net

Listening to you, caring for you.TM 
© Ascension 2019. All rights reserved.
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Much of Northwest Austin—in 
both Travis County and Williamson 
County—is home to endangered 
Karst invertebrates—a collection 
of insects and arachnids that 
live underground, including the 
Kretschmarr Cave mold beetle, the 
Tooth Cave pseudoscorpion, the 
Bone Cave harvestman and more.

Gary Boyd, director of 
environmental programs for 
Williamson County, said the 
invertebrates are the “canary in 

the coal mine” in that they indicate 
the quality of the environment 
underneath the ground.

“It’s not as critical as it used to be [to 
protect the Karst invertebrates in 
Williamson County]. … [The species 
do] give us a reading on what the 
quality of the groundwater is and 
what the quality overall of various 
fl ora and fauna might be,” he said.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
announced proposed amendments 

to the recovery plan for the Karst 

invertebrates in January. Recovery 

plans are nonregulatory but set 

recovery goals for endangered 

species, per a USFWS statement.

The proposed amendments 

would add ways for the USFWS to 

measure if the species are moving 

toward recovery or if there are still 

continued threats and challenges, 

USFWS spokesperson Lesli Gray 

said.

• At least 24 
inches in 
diameter

• Measured 
At least 4 
1/2 feet off 
the ground

In the city of Austin, a heritage tree is:

• One of the following species: 
Texas ash, bald cypress, 
American elm, cedar 
elm, Texas madrone, 
bigtooth maple, 
pecan, Arizona walnut, 
eastern black walnut and all 
species of oak trees

Trees, beetles, water, spiders and salamanders 
are among the natural resources protected 
in Northwest Austin, whether due to an 
endangered status or historical value.

WHAT IS A HERITAGE TREE?
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SOURCE: CITY OF AUSTIN MUNICIPAL CODE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The city of Austin has 

established policies 

in place to preserve 

heritage trees in the wake of 

continuing development.

Ten separate species of trees, including all oak 

trees, are placed on the heritage protected list 

if their diameters are 24 inches or larger and is 

measured at 4 1/2 feet above the ground.

All trees are considered protected trees in the city 

of Austin once they reach 19 inches in diameter 

and are measured at 4 1/2 feet off the ground. 

Obtaining permits to remove these trees requires 

less requirements than removing heritage trees.

Wes Peoples, a developer and homebuilder 

headquartered in Northwest Austin, said trees 

make developments better because of their 

aesthetic and the shade they provide to his 

communities. However, Peoples added that the 

city’s tree ordinances have become “restrictive 

from the standpoint of cost.”

“I want as many trees as I can keep … But there has 

to be a give and take,” Peoples said. “It can run into 

the hundreds of thousands of dollars to take trees 

down. This fl ies right in the face of affordability.”

Legend
Bee Creek Cave harvestman

Bone Cave harvestman

Tooth Cave ground beetle

Kretschmarr Cave mold beetle

Tooth Cave spider

Tooth Cave pseudoscorpion
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and that the government should direct 
its conservation resources to other 
species.

“I’m happy to see that protections 
for this vulnerable Texas songbird 
and its habitat will continue,” Travis 
County Commissioner Brigid Shea said 
in a news release.

The TPPF is a research institute that 
promotes personal responsibility, free 
enterprise and liberty, according to 

its website. In a statement, the foun-
dation said the removal of the gold-
en-cheeked warbler would restore 
the rights of landowners to e� ectively 
manage their own properties without 
federal oversight.“We will continue 
consulting with our attorneys regard-
ing appealing the case,” the founda-
tion stated.

The warbler was listed as an endan-
gered species in 1990 due to habitat 
loss. The Balcones Canyonlands Pre-
serve, generally located west of Loop 

360 and near Lake Travis, was estab-
lished in 1996 as part of the Balcones 
Canyonlands Conservation Plan, which 
called for Austin and Travis County to 
acquire additional preserve land and 
manage it for endangered species. 

The preserved land works to miti-
gate the loss of old-growth woodlands 
replaced by development.

Melinda Mallia, Travis County Natu-
ral Resources Program manager, said 
the county had been tracking the law-
suit closely because it did not believe 

the data provided by the TPPF was 
sound. She said the data used num-
bers from areas with a dense popula-
tion of birds and did not account for 
variations in the bird’s population 
throughout its habitat.

“The method they were using was 
overestimating the population signi� -
cantly,” she said. 

City of Austin Senior Biologist Lisa 
O’Donnell said there are approx-

imately 1,800 males at the 
Balcones Canyonlands 
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When the Jollyville Plateau salamander was fi rst added to the endangered 
species list as a “threatened” species in 2013, the process was met with 
pushback from Williamson County offi cials who were concerned the listing 
would hinder development.

Due to its status as threatened, the “take” of the Jollyville Plateau salamander 
is prohibited—in other words, the amphibian may not be killed, harmed or 
removed from the wild, unless approved with a USFWS permit.

It lives in springs, spring-fed streams and caves in the Jollyville Plateau and 
Brushy Creek areas of the Edwards Plateau, including locations in Northwest 
Austin such as the Buttercup Creek and Sylvia Springs areas, according to 
USFWS documents. The USFWS states the species is threatened in part due 
to loss of habitat.

Hank Smith, principal and owner of Texas Engineering Solutions, said 
when creating an initial land plan, builders try to plan development around 
sensitive areas to mitigate the “take” of endangered species. Natural 
features, such as habitat or caves, on property housing these species may 
decrease development density, too.

“You can’t put as much development and as dense of development in those 
areas as you would without those features being there, so you have less 
density and tend to have more expensive, higher-end developments,” Smith 
said. “It raises the cost of development ... raising the cost of the product.”

SALAMANDER CRITICAL HABITAT
This map shows known Jollyville Plateau salamander critical habitat.
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When the Jollyville Plateau salamander was fi rst added to the endangered 
species list as a “threatened” species in 2013, the process was met with 
pushback from Williamson County offi cials who were concerned the listing 

Due to its status as threatened, the “take” of the Jollyville Plateau salamander 
is prohibited—in other words, the amphibian may not be killed, harmed or 

It lives in springs, spring-fed streams and caves in the Jollyville Plateau and 

SOURCE: U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.
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Preserve, although that is likely a high 
estimate. She said if habitat decreases, 
so does the golden-cheeked warbler 
population, and there have been sig-
ni� cant declines in habitat.

According to the species’ U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service recovery plan, the 
warbler can be considered for delist-
ing a� er a set of criteria for protecting 
habitat, allowing gene � ow and popu-

lation conservation are met for 10 
consecutive years.

Ultimately, Mallia said, the 
county’s part in protecting 
the species likely would not 

have changed regardless of the federal 
court’s ruling.

“We have to continue carrying out 
our legal obligation for the Balcones 
Canyonlands Conservation Plan,” she 
said. “Even if the warbler had been 
delisted, we still have a plan based on 
a federal permit. That is an obligation 
Austin and the county took on.”

Additional reporting by Iain Oldman.
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Travis County defendants who cannot afford private counsel access 
representation through a variety of departments. A public defender’s offi ce, 
advocates said, would provide more oversight, funding and infrastructure. 

A right to Indigent 
defense

89%

DESIGNED BY SHELBY SAVAGE

were assigned 
counsel

were assigned 
counsel

57%

counsel
In 2018, a majority of defendants 
in Travis County were ruled 
indigent and assigned counsel.

SOURCES: AUSTIN/TRAVIS COUNTY 
REENTRY ROUNDTABLE, TEXAS 

APPLESEED, THE EFFECTS OF HOLISTIC 

DEFENSE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
OUTCOMES, TEXAS INDIGENT DEFENSE 

COMMISSION 2018 FEASIBILITY STUDY, 

TRAVIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
COURT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Since 2001, the TIDC has helped establish 13 of the 
state’s 20 public defender’s o�  ces. 

“We’ve seen both in anecdote and in study a� er 
study a� er study that these public defender’s o�  ces 
tend to provide better representation,” TIDC Executive 
Director Geo� rey Burkhart said. 

A 2018 study by researchers at Rand Corp. and the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School found that 
a holistic public defense model—like the one Travis 
County is proposing—reduces the likelihood of jail or 
prison sentences by 16% and expected sentence length 
by 24%, leading to lower incarceration costs for local 
and state governments.  

But challenges remain, including cost and oversight 
from private defense attorneys.

This � scal year, Travis County allotted more than 
$137 million—12.58% of its budget—to corrections and 
rehabilitation. The addition of a public defender’s 
o�  ce would increase the county’s indigent defense 
spending more than a third, from $13.9 million in FY 
2018 to $19.3 million in FY 2020, as projected in a TIDC 
feasibility study.

The county submitted its application for the TIDC 
grant, which would cover half of the public defender’s 
o�  ce startup costs over four years, in May. The agency 
will announce awardees in June. 

A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT 

“Building a public defender’s o�  ce is not about 
saving money or e�  ciencies,” said Amanda Woog, 
executive director of the Texas Fair Defense Project, a 
nonpro� t that advocates for the rights of low-income 

Texans within the criminal justice system, and chair-
person of the county’s indigent legal services work 
group. “Both of those things can happen and, I believe, 
will happen. ... But this is about more than that.” 

In 2001, the Texas Legislature passed the Fair 
Defense Act, which required the state’s criminal courts 
to adopt formal procedures for appointing lawyers to 
poor defendants and created what later became the 
TIDC to oversee the process.

Travis County has been working to improve its indi-
gent defense system since at least 1971, when it created 
the � rst juvenile public defender’s o�  ce in the state.

More recently, in 2015, the county replaced “bench 
appointments”—in which judges assigned indigent 
cases to private attorneys, raising concerns of favor-
itism—with a random system that is managed by the 
Capital Area Private Defender Service. It appoints pri-
vate lawyers to represent indigent clients for a � at fee. 

As proposed, the public defender’s o�  ce would 
handle 30% of those cases. Private attorneys, through 
CAPDS, would continue to represent the remainder. 

Despite progress on the public defender’s o�  ce 
front, issues persist with CAPDS, including a problem-
atic pay structure and overloaded attorneys. 

“A � at rate creates perverse incentives,” said Chris 
Perri, a criminal defense lawyer and  member of the 
Austin Criminal Defense Lawyers Association board 
who supports increased funding for CAPDS. “And that 
incentivizes speedily resolving a case instead of quality 
resolving the case.”

According to state-commissioned guidelines for 
indigent defense caseloads, attorneys should carry no 
more than 236 misdemeanors or 174 felonies annually 

to ensure e� ective representation—and fewer if the 
charges are more serious.

In 2018, the most indigent cases a private attorney 
in Travis County took on was 628, per the TIDC. Thir-
ty-three of the 231 attorneys—or one in seven—con-
tracted by the county exceeded the maximum caseload 
of 236; all had a mix of misdemeanor and felony cases. 

Researchers at the Council of State Governments, 
a nonpartisan, nonpro� t think tank, found in a 2018 
report that, controlling for all factors that could impact  
results, defendants charged with a drug possession fel-
ony were 16% more likely to be found guilty if they had 
been appointed an attorney than if they had hired one. 

A WORK IN PROGRESS

In October, Travis County Judge Sarah Eckhardt 
spearheaded the creation of a 14-member indigent 
legal services work group, consisting of defense 
attorneys, activists, academics and county sta� .

Its task is to explore paths to create a public 
defender’s o�  ce, improve CAPDS and reform the pay 
structure for appointed counsel. 

But the group has experienced some setbacks.
In February, two members a�  liated with the 

ACDLA resigned, citing con� ict with activist mem-
bers, a rushed process and inadequate funding for 
CAPDS. “What I think and what my board thinks and 
what most of the defense lawyers think … is that we 
� rst need to get a commitment from the commission-
ers to adequately fund [CAPDS],” Perri said. 

Days before the TIDC’s May 10 grant application 
deadline, a group of Travis County criminal court 
judges proposed changes to the work group’s plan, 

26,260
misdemeanor 

cases

12,684
felony cases

12332 FM 620 NORTH � AUSTIN  �  NEAR THE HWY 183 AND TOLLROAD 45 INTERCHANGE, TWO BLOCKS FROM LAKELINE MALL

Swimming is a critical life skill and a lifelong fi tness activity. 
Register today at waterlooswimming.com.

SWIM FOR LIFE COME IN 

FOR A FREE 

EVALUATION!

• Babies / Toddlers
• Learn to Swim

• Home School
• Kid and Teen 

Fitness

• Adult Lessons 
and Fitness

• USA Swimming
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Public defender’s 
office

Rising COSTS

The BIG PICTUREA Travis County public defender’s offi ce would handle up to 30 percent of 
indigent cases and comprise 66 staff. The offi ce would practice a holistic 
defense model, in which attorneys address both the case at hand and 
issues such as substance use, mental illness, or housing instability.

RENDERING COURTESY TRAVIS COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS LLC

Since 2001, indigent defense spending has increased 
dramatically. Per a TIDC feasibility study, a public defender’s 
offi ce would cost around $19 million in its fi rst four years.   

The push to create a public defender’s offi ce in 
Travis County is one of many ongoing efforts to 
reform the local criminal justice system. 

48
attorneys

8
support staff

4
social workers

TRAVIS COUNTY INDIGENT DEFENSE SPENDING

2001

2018

$4,682,371

$13,882,414

INDIGENT DEFENSE COST TO AVERAGE TRAVIS COUNTY TAXPAYER

2001

$6

2018

$11

2018
State average

$10

Local taxpayers

9.6%
State funding

 90.4%

social workers

48
attorneys
48
attorneys 6

investigators
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Due in part to diversion 
programs, including the 
new Sobering Center, 
jail bookings are down 
28% since 2013. 

In January, Travis 
County commission-
ers unanimously 
approved $328.5 
million to pay for a 
new courts facility 
downtown. 

JAIL DIVERSION 

NEW CIVIL & FAMILY COURTS

BOND REFORM

For decades, the 
county has waived 
bail for those who 
qualify, saving 
millions in jail costs 
annually.

making their support for a new o�  ce contingent 
upon additional funding for CAPDS to ensure that 
there will be equity among indigent clients, whether 
represented by private attorneys or public defenders. 

“[The judges] believe the whole system has to be 
fair, and they are responsible for the whole system,” 
said Debra Hale, criminal court administrator for Tra-
vis County, at a May 7 Commissioners Court meeting. 
“They are not in favor of any proposal that only takes 
care of a portion of clients.” 

Work group members saw the eleventh-hour inter-
vention in a di� erent light.

“It undermines the work we have done to create 
a public defender o�  ce to serve community,” Woog 
wrote in a May 3 email to commissioners.

At a May 7 meeting of the Commissioners Court, 
Eckhardt proposed a third way, which delayed some 

decisions—particularly around oversight of the 
o�  ce—until a� er the grant application deadline. 

Local judiciary support was a requirement of the 
TIDC. Judges signed o�  on Eckhardt’s amendment. 

“This is a huge institutional change,” Eckhardt 
said following the May 7 meeting. “If this was easy, 
we would have done it already.” 

WHAT’S AHEAD

Pending a TIDC grant, Travis County still has work 
to do to create this o�  ce.

State lawmakers have made property tax reform 
a key issue of the current legislative session. If they 
succeed in passing a revenue cap, the county will be 
limited in its ability to fund new programs such as 
the public defender’s o�  ce.

But if the o�  ce is established, it will � t into a 

series of criminal justice reforms made at the local 
level, from the county’s jail-diversion programs to 
the city of Austin’s Freedom Cities policies, which are 
intended to reduce racial disparities in discretionary 
arrests and to ensure police o�  cers who ask about 
immigration status inform people of their right not 
to answer.

“If you’re going to have criminal justice reform, you 
have to have public defense reform,” Burkhart said.
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Engaging Activities, Dedicated Staff 24/7, 
Chef-Prepared Meals & All-Day Dining,  
On-site Health Services & Much More!

Bring in this ad and get $100 off Studio  
apartment rent PLUS 1st month rent FREE!

Cannot be applied with any other offer. Expires April 30, 2019

An Offer You Can’t Resist!

  |  12463 Los Indios Trail  |  Austin, TX 78729  |  ClairmontAustin.com

Engaging Activities, Dedicated Staff 24/7, 
Chef-Prepared Meals & All-Day Dining,  
On-site Health Services & Much More!

Bring in this ad and get $100 off Studio  
apartment rent PLUS 1st month rent FREE!

Cannot be applied with any other offer. Expires April 30, 2019

An Offer You Can’t Resist!

  |  12463 Los Indios Trail  |  Austin, TX 78729  |  ClairmontAustin.com

Schedule a Tour & Lunch Today 512-379-5926

Schedule a Tour & Lunch Today 512-379-5926

An Offer You Can’t Resist
BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE

Engaging Activities, Dedicated Staff 24/7, 
Chef-Prepared Meals & All-Day Dining,  
On-site Health Services & Much More!

Bring in this ad and get $100 off Studio  
apartment rent PLUS 1st month rent FREE!

Cannot be applied with any other offer. Expires April 30, 2019

An Offer You Can’t Resist!

  |  12463 Los Indios Trail  |  Austin, TX 78729  |  ClairmontAustin.com

2ND 
MONTHFREE

CANNOT BE APPLIED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2019
PLUS $200 OFF MONTHLY RENT ON SELECT APARTMENTS

With a TxTag, it’s easy. Make sure it’s installed correctly and linked to a license plate, and that your mailing address  

and credit card are current. That means you’ll always pay the lowest rates on toll roads throughout Texas.

Getting a TxTag is fast and easy. Go to TxTag.org or call 1-888-468-9824.

Keeping your car maintained  
makes it work better.



Price 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

HOMES SOLD (APRIL 2019)
Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$149,999 or less - - - 1/7 2/30 1/7

$150,000-$199,999 - 1/3 1/16 - 4/6 1/9

$200,000-$299,999 - 9/11 9/9 5/25 9/12 3/34

$300,000-$399,999 1/3 12/17 13/4 6/19 11/14 15/68

$400,000-$499,999 9/35 5/14 3/2 3/5 5/6 6/11

$500,000-$599,999 3/4 - - 10/32 - 9/15

$600,000-$799,999 1/47 2/8 - 9/34 1/26 6/7

$800,000-$999,999 - - - 4/3 - 2/4

$1 million + - - - - - -

MARKET DATA
MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN APRIL   2018 VS. 2019

+3.64%

-1.5% +1.62%

+13.88%+29.07%

+1.17%

$600,000

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000
$400,000
$350,000

$300,000

$250,000
$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000
-

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 5/17/19 and 5/18/19 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this 
listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

RECENT PROPERTY LISTINGS

45
TOLL

183

MOPAC

35
360

620

2222

78750

78726

78759

78729

78727

78758

N

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78729 Milwood 13203 Vendrell Drive 3br/3ba $379,999 2,916 Rela Manigsaca Realty Austin 512-694-4183

78750 Woodland Village Anderson Mill 10033 Woodland Village Drive 4br/3ba $299,000 1,825 Debbi McCall Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-417-3332

78758 Quail Creek West 10408 Button Quail Drive 3br/2ba $285,000 1,275 Suzanne Valentine JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-217-6946

78758 Summertree Condo 1010 W. Rundberg Lane, Unit 1 1br/1ba $135,000 766 Philip Hutson Realty Austin 512-415-2213

78759 Balcones West 8001 Lawndale Drive 3br/2ba $495,000 1,907 Gregg Klar Keller Williams Lake Travis 512-653-0488

78759 Barrington Oaks 8104 Wexford Drive 3br/2ba $370,000 1,773 Gary Gentry Keller Williams Realty 512-466-1843

78759 Great Hills 5115 Saddleridge Cove 2br/2ba $569,000 2,431 Kacy Dolce Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty 512-426-1865

78759 Yaupon Terrace 8208 Cliffview Drive 5br/4ba $650,000 3,088 David Pavliska RE/MAX Round Rock 512-422-5457
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REAL ESTATE

© 2019, Challenger Schools  Challenger School admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin. 

An independent private school offering preschool through eighth grade

Avery Ranch  (512) 341-8000 
15101 Avery Ranch Boulevard, Austin

Round Rock  (512) 255-8844  
1521 Joyce Lane, Round Rock

Spicewood Springs  (512) 258-1299  
13015 Pond Springs Road, Austin

Come tour a campus and see for yourself!

MIKE BROWN
Architect, LLC – Austin

(512) 346-3851
www.mikebrownarchitect.com

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN  CUSTOM BUILD DESIGN  COMMERCIAL

Primary Investigator 
Dr. Elizabeth Peckham
Looking for interested 
volunteers to participate in a 
research study Medical and 
treatment expenses covered

CENTRAL TEXAS 
NEUROLOGY CONSULTANTS

Advanced Parkinson’s Disease
Male or Female at least 30 years of age 
(excluding DBS & moderate dementia)

Research Department
16040 Park Valley Drive, B-100 Round Rock, TX 78681 
If interested please email: k.lopez@ctncpa.org
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SUNDAY, JUNE 9 | 10 AM – 6 PM

Tour both new and remodeled homes  
that feature:

 » Climate-responsive design

 » Solar technology

 » Rainwater and graywater systems

 » Healthy and comfortable interiors

 » Durable, low-maintenance materials

Produced by
Austin Energy® Green Building
and Texas Solar Energy Society

Tickets on sale at Austin Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
or purchase online at coolhousetour.com

© 2019 Austin Energy A City of Austin program.



DEALS THIS MONTH

13343 RESEARCH BLVD., STE. 350 | AUSTIN, TX | RESERVATIONS: 512-401-2424

WWW.MELTINGPOT.COM

STIR THINGS UP AND MEET 
FONDUE’S NEW BFF!

E N J O Y  TA B L E T O P  G R I L L I N G  W I T H  Y O U R  
FAV O R I T E  M E LT I N G  P O T  E N T R É E

FOUR COURSE FEATURED MENU 
WITH ENDLESS ENTREE FONDUE

$44 per person ($29 kids 12 and under)
*Entire table must order the Endless Entree Menu. No sharing except 

kids under 5. Regular menu is also available.

FATHER’S DAY WEEKEND JUNE 14-16
Complimentary Garlic and Wine Seasoning

for Dads on June 16th

DINING
Brama Restaurant ...................................... 32

China Cafe ................................................. 35

Cielo Bistro Mexico .................................... 34

Cornucopia Popcorn ................................. 33

Jersey Mike’s Subs ..................................... 33

North by Northwest ................................... 32

Red’s Porch ............................................... 35

Tsukimi ...................................................... 34

ENTERTAINMENT
The Palace Theatre .................................... 32

HOME & GARDEN
Shoal Creek Nursery .................................. 33

The Great Outdoors ................................... 34

HEALTH & FITNESS
Studio Mantra ............................................ 34

RETAIL
Austin Sewing Machines ............................ 32

Nature’s Treasures of Texas ........................ 35
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NOW HIRING!
BOH/FOH positions available

Easter n European
RESTAURANT

in Austin, TX

Russian, Ukranian, Polish, Romanian & Other 
Eastern European dishes all in one place!

Steck Ave.

Spicewood Springs

MOPAC

3301 Steck Ave, Austin, TX 78757 | 512-579-0880 | www.bramarestaurant.com

POLISH PIEROGI

FREE DESSERT
with any entree purchase

(one coupon per table)
expiration date 6/28/19 (NWA)

with fried bacon pieces

• Pfaff
• Husqvarna Viking
• Brother
• Janome
• Juki

• Accuquilt
• Anita Goodesign
• Koala Cabinets 
• Horn of America
• Creative Grids

Fabri� Shoppin� Spre�

25% OFF your entire fabric purchase 
including yardage, kits, 
fat quarters and precuts

discount off of MSRP. Must present coupon to receive discount. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer expires 6/29/19

Renaissance Square Shopping Center 1601 S IH 35 Ste 300 
Round Rock, Texas 78664

512-310-7349 | www.austinsewing.com

AUTHORIZED DEALER

GO FORTH
DRINK LOCAL
GO FORTH
DRINK LOCAL

$10 
OFF

Stonelake

www.nxnwbrew.com

COME�ON�IN & 
TRY�OUR�AWARD 
WINNING�BEER.

����� N�CAPITAL�OF�TEXAS�HWY� 
AUSTIN� TX ����� | ������������ ��� OR�MORE

Excludes alcohol. 
Expires 6-30-19.

Hello
Neighbor!

beer to fit your needs
ANYTHING�FROM�A ��OZ�BOMBER�
��OZ�CROWLER/GROWLER
REFILLS�AND�KEGS�OF�ALL�SIZES

JUNE 7 – JULY 7

APRIL 19 – MAY 19

GEORGETOWNPALACE.COM | (512) 869-7469

SPRINGER MAINSTAGE

SPRINGER MAINSTAGE
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coupons not valid with other offers

CENTRAL
3211 Red River St.
Austin, TX 78705
(512) 477-2676

NORTH
7318 McNeil Dr

Austin, TX 78729
(512) 840-1176

Code:  becorny

Community Impact
BUY ONE GET ONE

KIDS OR SMALL BAGS
FREE

limit one per customer

Community Impact

AUSTINPOPS

SHIP POPCORN GIFTS

S’MORES • SWEET & SMOKEY BBQS’MORES • SWEET & SMOKEY BBQ
CHEESY CARAMEL • UNICORN MIX • DILL PICKLECHEESY CARAMEL • UNICORN MIX • DILL PICKLE

super sub#5 NO ANTIBIOTICS EVER!

Hurry! Offer expires 8/31/19. One coupon per person per visit per day. 
Not to be combined with other offers. No cash value. 

Redeemable in person only. 33152

Hurry! Offer expires 8/31/19. One coupon per person per visit per day. 
Not to be combined with other offers. No cash value. 

Redeemable in person only. 33117

OFFER VALID ONLY AT PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS OFFER VALID ONLY AT PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS

BUY ANY REGULAR SUB

$3.99GET A SECOND FOR

620/Anderson Mill Rd. • 11521 N. FM 620 • Austin • 512-250-8700
Arboretum Area • 10001 Research Blvd. • Austin • 512-338-4200

Hancock Center • 1000 East 41 St. • Austin • 512-459-1555
The Triangle • 4601 N. Lamar Blvd. • Austin • 512-467-7827

$2 OFF
ANY SIZE SUB
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A culinary marriage of European infl uences and the native cuisines of Meso America.

7032 Wood Hollow Dr • Austin, TX 78731 • cielobistromexico.com

Wine Bar
Local Craft Beer
Premium Tequilas
Monthly Tastings

HOURS:
Mon-Thur 11am-9pm
Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

Social Hour Mon-Sat 4pm-6pm
Sunday Brunch 11am-2pm

Call (512) 599-4558
for reservations FAR WEST BLVD.N. HILLS DR.

WOOD 
HOLLOW DR.

MoPac

10% OFF
Max 4 guests per discount, excludes 
alcohol, dine-in only. Please present 

ad when ordering   Exp. 6/27/19
N

AUTHENTIC

REGIONAL

CONTEMPORARY MEXICO

$10 OFF ANY PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE
Limit one coupon per customer per day.
Must present this ad. Expires 06/25/19

2730 S. Congress • gonursery.com • 512.448.2992

Register online at www.gonursery.com/events | Classes start at 11:00

A GARDEN STORE & SO MUCH MORE!

Join us the 1st Saturday of every month for our

Fairy Garden Workshop

NWA

June To-Do List for
your Central Texas Garden:

GET TO PLANTING!
You’ll have luck with zinnias, 
caladium bulbs, and ornamental 
grasses. 
GROW YOUR OWN SPICES:
In the herb garden get your 
basil, oregano, thyme, and 
rosemary started. 

PLANT NOW, ENJOY LATER:
Get your watermelons planted 
now and enjoy them in the dog 
days of summer! 
CONSERVE WATER:
Avoid over-watering plants as 
we head into heat. Check soil 
moisture, water deeply and 
then let dry out.

WE BRING 
THE STUDIO
TO YOU...
AT WORK!

We bring the studio to you...at work!We bring the studio to you...at work!
Yoga & Massage @ the Workplace

8127 MESA DRIVE, AUSTIN, TX 78759
512-960-4664 | CATE@MANTRACORPORATEWELLNESS.COM

MANTRACORPORATEWELLNESS.COM
EMAIL OR CALL TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY

FREE
CORPORATE YOGA CLASS

BOOK 4 HOURS OF CHAIR MASSAGE
(2 THERAPISTS), GET A

MUST PRESENT COUPON OR MENTION AT BOOKING.

CONTEMPORARY JAPANESE CUISINE & SUSHI BAR

12400 NORTH INTERSTATE HWY. 35 A-111

AUSTIN, TX 78753 • 512.386.1037

www.tsukimiaustin.com

$10 OFF $50 OR MORE
EXCLUDES ALCOHOL AND HAPPY HOUR MENU; EXPIRATION 6-30-19.  

LIMIT ONE DISCOUNT PER TABLE; MUST PRESENT COUPON.

PARMER LN.

35

I-35 EXIT 245 & NEXT TO 24 HR FITNESS
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4200 B Braker Lane | Austin, TX 78759 | www.redsporch.com

V I N T A G E  A U S T I N  F L A V O R  &  A  L A I D  B A C K  V I B E
COME WATCH YOUR FAVORITE GAME!
KIDS WILL LOVE OUR PLAYSCAPE! 

DOG AND FAMILY FRIENDLY!

$10 OFF $30
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other off er. 
No substitutions. Excludes alcohol. Expires 6-30-19

Delivery and catering available! (Limited area)

CHINA CAFE
FAMILY STYLE CHINESE

BUY 1 ENTREE  
+ 2 BEVERAGES, 

GET THE 2ND  
ENTREE FREE

Must present coupon.  
Expires 6.30.19.

FREE  
APPETIZER

($8.00 or under)

ON A PURCHASE OF  
$30 OR MORE

Must present coupon. 
Expires 6.30.19.

512.331.7747
www.ChinaCafeLakeline.com

New location!
14005 US- 183 Suite 600 | Austin, TX 78750

2 0 1 9

HEALTH CARE 
DIRECTORY

Relevant News Stories
Have an idea for consideration? 
Contact: newsroom@communityimpact.com

Strategic Advertising Opportunities
Reserve your space today! 
Contact: advertising@communityimpact.com

IN MAILBOXES THIS JUNE

N E W S
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Photography may include models or actors and may not represent actual patients. Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, 

community or affiliated medical centers and do not provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers or Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2019 Baylor Scott & White Health, BSWHCLINICS_233_2019_SM

The doctors you want.
The convenience you need.
The quality care you want for your family is closer than ever. From pediatrics to geriatrics, our clinics 
in Northwest Austin bring the experienced practitioners and specialists of Baylor Scott & White Health 
to your neighborhood. So you can get the personalized care you want, at a location that fits your life.

Baylor Scott & White accepts most major insurance plans.

Baylor Scott & White Clinic — 
Austin North Burnet
2608 Brockton Drive, 
Austin, TX 78758 
512.654.4050 
Open nights and weekends

Primary and specialty care services

Baylor Scott & White Clinic — 
Austin Northwest
9800 N. Lake Creek Parkway, 
Suite 200 
Austin, TX 78717 
512.336.3400

Primary care services including 
preventive health

Baylor Scott & White Clinic —
Austin Avery Ranch
10526 W. Parmer Lane, Suite 409
Austin, TX 78717
512.310.4700

Primary care services including 
preventive health
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