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In Houston ISD, charter and private schools are increasingly drawing 
more students out of the district.

Uncontested council takes 
office in West University

BY MATT DULIN
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Amid a state investigation into 
its governing board and a freeze to 
its superintendent search, Houston 
ISD o�  cials are confronting another 
troubling reality: a drop in enroll-
ment.

To avoid a costly decline, o�  cials 
are ramping up marketing e� orts 
with messaging designed to empha-
size college-readiness e� orts and 
have partnered with the University of 
Houston and Rice University for the 
district’s � rst-ever comprehensive 
look at what factors are driving the 
enrollment changes. 

“We want to dive deep and learn 
the why, and go beyond the data we 
have now. What’s going on? What are 
the contributing factors?” said Rick 
Cruz, HISD’s chief strategy and inno-
vation o�  cer.

Schools in the Bellaire, West 

1 in 8
More than

HISD in-district 
K-12 students 
enrolled in 
private schools

ON THE
In other cities of comparable 
size to West University Place, 
candidate and voter participation 
varies, but a lack of competitive 
races limited its turnout this year. 

BELLAIRE (2017)
Population: 18,797

JERSEY VILLAGE 
(2019)
Population: 7,929

WEST UNIVERSITY 
PLACE (2019)
Population: 15,608

SOURCE: CITIES OF BELLAIRE, JERSEY VILLAGE AND WEST UNIVERSITY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Candidates

Elected candidates

16.71% voter turnout 14.16% voter turnout 2.95% voter turnout 

opposing 
candidates

opposing
candidates

opposing 
candidates7 4 0

On May 4, the city of West University Place elected an 
uncontested city council and mayor.

The new council, which consists of Mayor Bob Higley 
and Council Members Kevin Trautner, Ed Sobash, Lauri 
Lankford and John Barnes, assumed o�  ce June 1.

Despite Higley being the only one out of the � ve to have 
previously served on West University’s council when he 
was elected in May 2017, the new mayor said the city will 
be in good hands.

Leaders see zoning, drainage as concerns

SHRINKING?SHRINKING?SHRINKING?

SOURCES: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY, AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY SURVEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

WHY ARE URBAN DISTRICTS

That is what Houston ISD wants 
to fi nd out with a fi rst-of-its kind 
enrollment study in partnership 
with the University of Houston 
and Rice University. State 
statistics show that while the 
total public school enrollment is 
growing in Texas, districts in the 
state’s top cities are in decline.

ENROLLMENT CHANGE 2014-18
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Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/jointpain

���.���.����

without joint pain

KEEP
YOU 
MOVING

Live life without joint pain.
At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine, we know that joint 
pain affects every part of your life. With treatment plans customized for you, 
our specialists offer a full range of advanced nonsurgical and surgical 
techniques, including:

• Innovative pain control methods
• Physical therapy to improve mobility and range of motion
• Latest technology, including minimally invasive surgical techniques
• Presurgical education programs for joint replacement

We can help you fi nd relief from joint pain  — so you can keep moving.

Texas Medical Center

Bellaire
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4714 Orchard Creek Lane   |   Manvel, TX 77578   |   pomonabyhillwood.com

New Homes From The Mid $200s-$600s

Elevate
 the everyday

A place to escape, unwind and reenergize

COVENTRY HOMES   |   DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES   |   HIGHLAND HOMES   |   PERRY HOMES   |   PLANTATION HOMES   |   TRENDMAKER HOMES

MORE OFTEN
Local News

Sign up to get unbiased, 

relevant and web-exclusive 

content delivered straight 

to your inbox!
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Harris County gets $4.5 billion in federal 

funds for flood-control projects

Harris County Has Acquired about $4.5 billion in federal funds for flood 

prevention projects acress the area, bringing the county close to solving 

its numerous flooding issues, officials said Monday. U.S Rep. John Cul-

berson, R-Houston, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett and Russ Poppe, 

Harris County Flood Control District executive director, held a press 

conference Monday at the Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish ...
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Amy Godfrey
GENERAL MANAGER

agodfrey@communityimpact.com

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

With the successful launch of our 
inaugural issue, which hit mailboxes May 
9, I want to thank our residents and local 
business owners for welcoming Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper into your homes 
and businesses.

We have received fantastic feedback 
from the community, and I look forward 
to hearing even more from you. Keep 
it coming! My email address is below 
should you wish to reach out regarding 
stories you would like to read about. If 
you haven’t already signed up for our 
weekly newsletter, stay up to date with 
breaking news at communityimpact.com/
newsletter.

In this month’s edition of Community 
Impact Newspaper, we break down local 
area Houston ISD schools, and we intro-
duce the new mayor and City Council 
of West University Place. We also have 
insights from the newly released Houston 
Area Survey, which has been picking 
Houstonians’ brains since 1982. 

Now that summer is here, check out the 
To-do List (see Page 9) for a calendar of 
must-see and do events in the community 
to keep the kiddos and family enter-
tained. Don’t forget to take advantage of 
the exclusive o� ers and coupons in the 
Impact Deals section while you are out 
and about enjoying these summer days.

Thank you for a warm Houston welcome
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As we have begun serving your community, we 
will address questions that come up related to stories 
we cover. Feel free to send in your question—it might 
become next month’s topic.

This month, a reader asked us about our company’s 
mission and values. Our values, represented with 
“stones,” are faith, passion, quality, innovation and 
integrity. The reader wanted to know: Where is the 
“facts” stone? Surely, the bedrock of any news organi-
zation is fact-based reporting.

It is a fair question. In an age when agreement on 
what is truthful can be hard to come by, we hold fast 
to our values of integrity and quality in our reporting. 
We are committed to a fact-based approach that holds 
o�  cials accountable, searches for answers, and o� ers 
context and multiple sources of information. We have 
one goal: informing you so you can fully engage in 
your community. Aside from that, we will acknowledge 
our faults and correct errors transparently. If we fall 
short, you know how to get ahold of me.

What are your news values?

WE’VE TEAMED UP TO BRING YOU MORE 
OF THE STORIES YOU CARE ABOUT

WholeEarthProvision.com

Get ready  
for fun in  
the Sun!

SEPT. 26�28, 20�9 DOWNTOWN AUSTIN

BOOK YOUR TRAVEL TODAY festival.texastribune.org

T H A N K YO U TO O U R S P O NSO RS

IS A PROUD
MEDIA PARTNER OF

#TRIBFEST�9
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IMPACTS
location in March at 2424 Rice Blvd., 
Houston. The restaurant serves Szechuan 
cuisine, noodles, dumplings and classic 
Chinese dishes. 281-974-4507. 
www.tigernoodlehouse.com 

COMING SOON 

  7   Politan Row, a food hall concept with 
locations in New Orleans and Chicago, 
has received permits to begin construc-
tion on its space at 2445 Times Blvd., 
Houston, with construction planned 
to take place from May-September. An 
opening date has not been announced. 
The site will hold up to 12 dining options.
www.politanrow.com  

  8   Plano-based wine bar Sixty Vines 
will open its fi rst Houston location at 
2540 University Blvd. in late July. The bar 
exclusively offers wine on tap as well as a 
monthly wine club. Regular events include 
daily “Tappy Hour” specials and “Rose All 
Day” on Tuesdays. www.sixtyvines.com

  9   A year and a half after closing its Sugar 
Land location, Anonymous Cafe—a 
European-style coffee shop, dessert bar 
and artisan eatery—has announced plans 
to open at 3701 Kirby Drive, Ste. 160, 
Houston. Its new Upper Kirby location 
could open as early as July or August, said 
Patricia Pantazopoulos, who co-owns the 
shop with her husband, Tasos Pantazo-
poulos. In addition to Italian coffee and 
espresso-based drinks, the shop will have 
lunch and brunch specials. 
www.anonymouseats.com

  10   The Hermann Park Conservancy 
announced plans to build a 2.4 acre dog
park on  South MacGregor Way along Brays 
Bayou. A construction date is slated for 
2020 for a 2021 opening, but the timeline is 
contingent on fundraising, according to the 
Conservancy. Designed by Lauren 
Griffi th Associates, the park will include 
areas for both small and large dogs, a water 
feature, natural shade and surface parking. 
713-524-5876. www.hermannpark.org

RELOCATIONS

  11   The Saint Nicholas School tempo-
rarily relocated to 3507 Linkwood, 
Houston, as of June 3, according to a 
statement from the school. Its 

NOW OPEN

  1   Austin-based indoor cycling studio 
Ride opened its West University location 
at 3837 Bellaire Blvd., Ste. 13A, Houston, 
on May 23. The company also has locations 
in the Heights and The Woodlands areas. 
Classes can be purchased in packages. 
713-239-0415. www.ride-indoorcycling.com

  2   Two local insurance agents opened 
their own offi ce—Brightway Insurance, 
The Villafana Agency—at 4790 W. Bellfort 
Blvd., Houston, on May 13. Co-owned by 
sisters-in-law Ana and Maria Villafana, the 
agency offers home, renter, car, boat, RV, 

motorcycle, fl ood, life and umbrella insur-
ance policies.  713-895-9030. 
www.brightwayvillafana.com

  3   New Chinese dining spot Trendy 
Dumpling opened at 3285 Southwest 
Freeway, Houston, on May 5. The menu 
boasts 16 kinds of dumplings, baos and 
noodles as well as traditional Chinese dishes. 
The restaurant was formerly Spicy Girl, which 
still has a Midtown location, but has the same 
ownership. 713-750-9398. 
www.trendydumpling.com

  4   New York City-based fi tness chain 
Row House opened its Bellaire location at 
6702 Ferris St. on May 18. The studio offers 

group rowing classes, which provide a 
low-impact, full-body cardio exercise. 
281-971-3242. www.therowhouse.com

  5   Tech repair store uBreakiFix opened 
a Meyerland location on May 7 at 4664 
Beechnut St., Houston. The shop services a 
wide variety of technology across different 
brands, including smartphones, game 
consoles, laptops and tablets, offering both 
software troubleshooting and hardware 
repairs. Founded in 2009, the chain has over 
500 locations nationwide and in Canada. 
832-433-7865. www.ubreakifi x.com

  6   Katy-based Chinese food restaurant 
Tiger Noodle House opened a Rice Village 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 
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property at 1920 N. Braeswood Blvd., 
Houston, was acquired by 7200 Main 
Corp. in 2015, along with adjacent parcels. 
The prekindergarten through eighth grade 
private school is slated to move into a new 
campus in 2021. 713-791-9977. 
www.snschools.com

  12   The Texas Medical Center police 
relocated its headquarters in late March 
to the parking facility at 1151B Holcombe 
Blvd., Houston. The department was pre-
viously located at TMC’s John P. McGovern 
campus near the eastern edge of the medi-
cal center. 713-795-0000. www.tmc.edu 

  13   Paradigm Wrestling Club moved its 
Galleria-area location to 5756 S. Rice Ave., 
Houston, in March. The gym offers wrestling 
classes for children ages 4-7, 8-13, and 14 
and older. 713-660-9442. www.txgym.com

ANNIVERSARIES

  14   Fine jewelry retailer Deutsch 
Houston marks its 90th year in business 
in 2019 and the 25th for its Highland 
Village location at 3747 Westheimer Road. 
“We are thrilled to celebrate this exciting 
milestone,” owner Lance Deutsch said in a 
news release. His grandfather founded the 
business in 1929 in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. 
“We look forward to continuing to serve the 
Houston community.” The store will mark 
its 90th year at its wedding season kickoff 
event June 27 from 4-6 p.m. 713-627-7787. 
www.deutschhouston.com

NAME CHANGES

  15   Jenni’s Noodle House reopened 
in February in its former space that held 
Dream Tacos TX—a Tex-Mex concept from 
the same owners—at 3773 Richmond Ave., 
Ste. 1C, Houston. 713-666-3537. 
www.noodlesrule.com

CLOSINGS

  16   After 40 years in business, the owner 
of Carl Moore Antiques, 1610 Bissonnet 
St., Houston, is retiring and closing the 
shop. The business is expected to remain 
open through the summer as it sells its 
inventory at reduced prices. 713-524-2502. 
www.carlmooreantiques.com

 COMPILED BY MATT DULIN 
AND ALEX HOSEY

News or questions about Bellaire, 
West University or Meyerland? Email us at 

bmwnews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT— COMING SOON

Bissonnet Medical Plaza, a new office building project, could break ground this 
summer at 4460 Bissonnet St., Bellaire. It has been cleared for construction effective 
June 12 with a projected completion date of June 2020, according to state filings. The $9.8 
million project will bring 53,000 square feet of office space across three floors and a five-
story parking garage to the site.  

A

3

4

  17   As part of a nationwide corporate 
shuttering, all Dress Barn locations are 
closing, including the location at 250 Mey-
erland Plaza Mall, Houston. Ascena Retail 
Group, which owns the 50-year-old brand, 
announced it was winding down operations 
beginning May 20, though a final open date 
was not available at press time. Customers 
can continue to shop in-store and online, 
according to a news release. 713-218-0034. 
www.dressbarn.com

IN THE NEWS

  18    A Take 5 Oil Change has applied 
for a special-use permit at 5235 Bellaire 
Blvd., Bellaire, the former Prosperity 
Bank drive-thru location. Plans call for 
demolishing the structure to build the car 
service shop. The application is undergo-
ing review by the Bellaire Planning and 
Zoning Commission, with public comments 
being collected until June 5 at 5 p.m. The 
commission will vote June 14 on the appli-
cation, which will proceed to City Council if 
approved. www.take5oilchange.com

  19   About a year after announcing its 
vision for creating the TMC3, a 37-acre 
collaborative research campus, officials 
with the Texas Medical Center announced 
a new design along with the selection of 
design and development partners. “Texas 
Medical Center is eager to move forward 
with a bold, imaginative and dynamic new 
design vision for the TMC3 Master Plan,” 
TMC CEO and President Bill McKeon said in 
a news release May 1. The project, slated to 
be complete in 2022, envisions opportunities 
for TMC3 hotel, retail, office and laboratory 
space as well as a main communal building 
at the center of the campus called TMC3 
Collaborative. The campus would sit 
between Bertner Avenue and Cambridge 
Street, south of Brays Bayou. MD Anderson 
and UTHealth will build new research 
facilities on the south end of the campus, 
and a skybridge will connect the UT research 
park from the north, according to the plans. 
www.tmc.edu/tmc3

AllegianceBank.com  |  281.517.8720
27 Houston and surrounding area locations

Commitment to community. 
At Allegiance, we believe in the power of local. From 
marathons to rodeos, our commitment to giving back to 
the communities we serve is the heart of our business. 
That’s why we proudly volunteer at and sponsor 
activities, events, and partnerships that benefit area 
organizations, schools and residents.

5410 Bellaire Blvd., Suite B
Bellaire, TX 77401



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com8

Aortic stenosis (AS), a narrowing of the aortic valve 
opening in the heart, is one of the most common 
and serious heart valve disorders. Most oft en caused 
by aging, AS is a progressive condition that can lead 
to heart failure. And without valve replacement, 
aft er the onset of heart failure, average survival is 
less than two years. 

Many people with AS do not experience noticeable 
symptoms until their blood f low becomes 
signifi cantly reduced. Symptoms, if they do exist, 
may include breathlessness, chest pain, heart 
palpitations, fainting, fatigue or heart murmur.

Memorial Hermann affi  liated cardiothoracic and 
vascular surgeon Robert Baldwin, MD, says, “Since 
symptoms of aortic stenosis may not be present 
until the disease has progressed in severity, early 
detection is vital. Th ose who are diagnosed early 
and begin treatment have signifi cantly higher 
survival rates.”

Memorial Hermann Heart & Vascular Institute at 
Memorial Hermann Southwest Hospital off ers an 
innovative, minimally invasive treatment called 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR) for 
patients with severe aortic stenosis who are at 
intermediate or high risk for open heart surgery.

Unlike open heart surgery, during the TAVR 
procedure, the surgeon uses catheters in blood 
vessels to replace the aortic valve with a specially 
designed artifi cial valve. Th e new heart valve is 
inserted via a small incision in a major artery. Once 
in place, the new valve expands, pushing the diseased 
valve aside to increase blood fl ow through the heart.

Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Center was the 
fi rst hospital in Houston to implant a transcatheter 
heart valve, and Memorial Hermann Southwest 

Hospital was the fi rst hospital in Houston outside 
of the Texas Medical Center to perform the TAVR 
procedure. To date, the affi  liated cardiovascular 
surgeons at Memorial Hermann Southwest have 
performed nearly 400 TAVR procedures.

The TAVR program at Memorial Hermann 
Southwest was designed in an eff ort to achieve the 
best patient outcomes while streamlining the patient 
experience. Th e program has a dedicated nurse 
practitioner who helps each patient navigate the 
process. She works with the patient to verify 
insurance benefi ts, schedule testing and coordinate 
care aft er the procedure. Th e initial visit includes 
a consultation with multiple physicians, including 

cardiovascular surgeons and a cardiologist, reducing 
the patient’s number of doctor appointments. Th e 
nurse practitioner follows the patient throughout 
their journey, providing support before and aft er 
the procedure, through recovery and cardiac 
rehabilitation.

Th eir dedication to achieving the best patient 
outcomes and patient experience has earned the 
team consistently high patient satisfaction scores.

For more information about the TAVR program at 
Memorial Hermann Heart & Vascular Institute at 
Memorial Hermann Southwest Hospital, please call 
the program’s nurse practitioner at 713.778.6244.

Memorial Hermann Heart & Vascular Institute at 
Memorial Hermann Southwest Hospital
7787 Southwest Freeway
Houston, Texas 77074
713.456.5000
memorialhermann.org/southwest

Paid Advertisement

TAVR: Innovative, 
Minimally Invasive 
Heart Valve Treatment
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Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition.
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

TO-DO LIST JUNE-JULY
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SPEND THE EVENING AT 
THE ZOO
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26
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TAKE DAD TO BREAKFAST AT 
HERMANN PARK

JUNE
16

Celebrate Father’s Day at Hermann Park with breakfast on 
Pinewood Cafe’s terrace followed by craft projects and a ride 
on the Hermann Park Railroad. Participants will also receive 
tickets to ride paddleboats on McGovern Lake. 8:30-10 a.m. 
$7 (children under age 12), $14 (adults). 6104 Hermann Park 
Drive, Houston. 713-524-5876. www.hermannpark.org

The Houston Zoo hosts the Lone Star Soiree as a part of 
its Summer After Dark series. Participants can learn about 
animals while enjoying tacos and margaritas. Participants 
also have the chance to see the new Katherine G. McGovern 
Texas Wetlands exhibit. 6-10 p.m. $35. 6200 Hermann Park 
Drive, Houston. 713-533-6500. www.houstonzoo.org

COMPILED BY MATT DULIN AND ALEX HOSEY

CELEBRATE 
INDEPENDENCE DAY

JUNE 29
Independence Day 8k in Meyerland
A July Fourth-themed, 8-kilometer run will 
be held at Meyerland Plaza. All participants 
will receive a T-shirt and medal at the 
end of the run. The run is followed by a 
celebration featuring drinks, food and 
live music. 7-10 a.m. $45. 270 Meyerland 
Plaza Mall, Houston. www.facebook.com/
IndependenceDay8K

The city of Bellaire’s Parks and Recreation 
Department will host a Fourth of July parade 
starting at 9:30 a.m. on July 4. The parade 
will begin at the Bellaire Triangle and go 
down Bellaire Boulevard to South Rice and 
end at Jessamine Street. A festival will follow 
the parade at Loftin Park and the Bellaire 
Town Square. 713-662-8280. 
www.bellairetx.gov

JULY 4
Join the West U bike parade
The West University Place Parks and 
Recreation Department hosts the city’s 
annual Independence Day Bike Parade at 
Colonial Park. 9 a.m.-noon. Free. 4130 Byron 
St., West University Place. www.westutx.gov

The Buffalo Bayou Partnership offers an 
Independence Day boat cruise with views 
of the city’s annual fi reworks show from 
Allen’s Landing downtown. Light bites and 
a champagne toast are included. Space is 
limited. 8-10 p.m. $100. 1001 Commerce 
St., Houston. 713-752-0314. 
www.buffalobayou.org 

JUNE

06  WATCH ‘LOVING VINCENT’ 
AT THE MUSEUM

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, pres-

ents a screening of “Loving Vincent” in con-

junction with the museum’s Vincent Van 

Gogh exhibit. The 2017 fi lm is the fi rst fully 

oil-painted fi lm in the world and follows the 

life and death of one of the world’s most 

famous artists.  2-3:40 p.m. $7 (members 

and seniors), $9 (nonmembers). 1001 

Bissonnet St., Houston. 713-639-7300. 

www.mfah.org

12  RENDEZVOUS WITH REPTILES 
As a part of its summer month 

series, the Nature Discovery Center in 

Bellaire is hosting a family-friendly nature 

night showcasing reptiles. Families can 

learn about lizards, snakes, turtles and 

crocodilians at an interactive presentation 

with live reptiles. 6:30-8 p.m. $8. 7112 

Newcastle St., Bellaire. 713-667-6550. 

www.naturediscoverycenter.org

15   GRADUATES: MEET OTHERS   
ATTENDING COLLEGE  

Graduating Houston ISD high school stu-

dents planning to attend college are invited 

to connect with other students planning to 

attend the same school this fall. The event 

is sponsored by the district’s Emerge pro-

gram. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Rice University, 

6100 Main St., Houston. 832-350-3061. 

www.emergefellowship.org

21 THROUGH 23
ATTEND A CONFERENCE FOR 

PATIENTS OF RARE DISEASES
The National Organization for Rare 

Diseases is hosting Living Rare, Living 

Stronger, an annual conference that fo-

cuses on patients, family, caregivers and 

medical professionals who deal with rare 

diseases. The conference will cover new 

research and methods of caregiving and 

gives attendees the chance to connect 

with each other. The conference will be-

gin with a barbecue dinner at 6 p.m. June 

21. $125-$250. Hilton Americas Hotel, 

1600 Lamar St., Houston. 203-304-7264. 

www.rarediseases.org

21 THROUGH JULY 4
LISTEN TO CLASSICAL MUSIC 

AT THE MILLER OUTDOOR THEATRE
ExxonMobil is sponsoring four nights 

of classical music performed by the 

Houston Symphony at the Miller Outdoor 

Theatre on June 21, June 28, June 29 and 

July 4. Tickets for seats are available at the 

Miller Outdoor Theatre box offi ce from 

10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Performance at 8:30 

p.m. Free. 6000 Hermann Park Drive, 

Houston. 832-487-7102. 

www.milleroutdoortheatre.com

22     UNLEASH YOUR YOUNG 
ARTIST AT EVELYN’S PARK 

The Texas Children’s Hospital sponsors art 

classes for children at this family-friendly 

event at Evelyn’s Park Conservancy. 10 

a.m.-noon. Free. 4400 Bellaire Blvd., Bel-

laire. 281-946-9372. www.evelynspark.org

24  THROUGH JULY 8 
ATTEND A SUMMIT FOR 

YOUTH ADVOCACY
The Youth Advocacy Summit seeks to 

educate and empower Houston’s youth to 

become advocates for their communities. 

Attendees will learn about issues from 

experts, hear from elected offi cials and 

learn leadership skills. This year’s four-day 

event will take place at Rice University and 

is sponsored by the Mi Familia Vota Educa-

tion Fund and OCA-Greater Houston. $50. 

6100 Main St., Houston. 281-501-1018. 

www.mifamiliavota.org

27     LISTEN TO IRISH FOLK SINGER 
PAT BYRNE IN WEST U

Pat Byrne, a winner of “The Voice” in Ire-

land, will perform at St. Andrew’s Presby-

terian Church as a part of its Coffee House 

Live event. Byrne’s music is described as 

bridging the gap between the genres of 

blues, folk and soul music. Coffee and 

snacks are provided. Donations to the 

church are welcome. 7 p.m. Free. 5308 

Buffalo Speedway, Houston. 

713-667-1703. www.sahouston.com

28  HEAR SOME YOUNG 
ORGANISTS PLAY AT RICE

The Houston chapter of the American 

Guild of Organists and 2019 Pipe Organ 

Encounter Advanced are hosting a student 

recital at Rice University’s Shepherd School 

of Music. The event will feature musical 

performances by students ages 9-12. 

12:30-6 p.m. Free. 6100 Main St., Houston. 

713-743-7316. www.poea2019.com

29  COLLABORATE ON A STONE-
WALL MEMORIAL MURAL

As a part of commemorating the Stonewall 

Uprising of 1969, the Contemporary Arts 

Museum invites Houstonians to collabo-

rate on a mural inspired by the museum’s 

“Stonewall 50” exhibition by creating a 

portrait or taking a photo and bringing it to 

the museum. 1-4 p.m. Free. 5216 Montrose 

Blvd., Houston. 713-284-8250. 

www.camh.org
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Parade and festival in Bellaire
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See fi reworks in downtown Houston



COMPILED BY MATT DULIN AND 
ALEX HOSEYTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

All information on this page was updated as of  5/14/19. News or questions about these or other local 
transportation projects? Email us at bmwnews@communityimpact.com.

  1   Greenbriar Drive paving and drainage
Construction on Greenbriar Drive from Rice 
Boulevard to Holcombe Boulevard began in 
2018 and is about 50% complete, according 
to city of Houston reports. Completion of the 
intersection at Swift Boulevard is expected 
this summer along with the segment from 
Rice to University Boulevard. The middle 
segment, from University to Swift, will be 
the last phase, wrapping up by the end of 
2019. Improvements include new pavement, 
larger underground water and sewer lines, 
crosswalks, upgraded storm sewers and 
wider sidewalks.
Timeline: spring 2018-winter 2019
Cost: $8.6 million
Funding source: city of Houston

  2   Buffalo Speedway repaving and drainage
The Texas Department of Transportation and the city of West University Place will begin 
meeting with property owners adjacent to the future project in June, with an advertised 
public meeting set for October. The proposed project involves replacing road surfaces and 
improving drainage from Bissonnet Street to Holcombe Boulevard, with visual enhancements 
at both entrances and at major intersections.
Timeline: March 2021-TBD 
Cost: $9.25 million
Funding sources: U.S. federal grant, city of West University Place

  3   Bissonnet Street reconstruction
The Upper Kirby Redevelopment Authority said it is almost fi nished with improvements along 
Bissonnet Street from Buffalo Speedway to Kirby Drive. Concrete and sidewalk work was com-
pleted in late April, with landscaping and lighting work on track to complete before the end 
of May. This project completely rebuilt the drainage, water and sanitary system along with 
complete concrete roadway reconstruction, utility relocations and pedestrian improvements. 
The project was originally slated to fi nish in summer 2018, but after the initial contractor was 
released in 2016, work was delayed for several months while the contract was re-bid. 
Timeline: summer 2016-summer 2019
Cost: $8.87 million
Funding sources: Upper Kirby Redevelopment Authority, city of Houston
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METRORail electrical line repairs complete
The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County closed light rail service the week 
of May 8 on the Red Line extension as well as the Green and Purple lines to repair bro-
ken electrical lines and reinforce 79 other points to ensure that if a line breaks, it does 
not become a safety concern. The Red Line from UH-Downtown to the Texas Medical 
Center was unaffected because it was built with different materials, offi cials said.
“METRO’s top priority is safety and any potential hazard is unacceptable,” METRO 
President and CEO Tom Lambert said in a release. “Unfortunately, this is not an issue 
that is visible and we don’t know there is a problem until a break occurs. So, we are 
doing everything necessary to take corrective action now.”
A long-term fi x to prevent wire breakage is being investigated, the agency said.
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RESEARCH

In-depth survey captures 
slice of ‘America’s future’

Houstonians are more concerned about their daily 
commutes than they are about � ooding, have mod-
erated their stances on development and are upbeat 
about job prospects, according to the 2019 Houston 
Area Survey from Rice University’s Kinder Insti-
tute. However, the survey also found concerns over 
inequality and the need for better education funding. 

The area’s unbridled diversity makes it a particu-
larly compelling place to study, said Stephen Kline-
berg, who founded the study as a Rice University class 
project in 1982. 

“This is the � rst city in America that can say, ‘We 
come from everywhere, and we include everyone.’ We 
represent the future of the U.S.,” Klineberg said. “This 
makes our work so important. We aren’t only building 
the future of Houston, but America’s future.”

The 38th edition of the survey, released May 13, 
drew on 1,000 phone interviews of Harris County 
residents on topics ranging from political a�  liation 
to social attitudes to economic concerns. It is the 
longest-running citywide survey of its kind, according 
to the Kinder Institute.

The decades of survey data informs a new book set 
to come out in 2020 called “The Prophetic City,” by 
Klineberg.

BY MATT DULIN

7 WAYS THE CITY SEES ITSELF

Flooding is not 
Houston’s biggest 
concern. Traffi c is.

Flood-related controls 
see reduced support.

But Houstonians still sup-
port better development 
planning overall.

Houstonians remain 
optimistic about the job 
market.

Despite thriving 
communities, hardships 
are easy to fi nd.

Politically and 
socially, Houston is as 
liberal as ever.

Education is increasingly 
important but underfunded, 
Houstonians say.

SOURCE: KINDER INSTITUTE 2019 HOUSTON AREA SURVEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Support banning development 
in fl ood-prone areas

agree the next decade 
will bring worse fl ooding

64% agreed in 2017

64% in 2019

70% agreed in 2018

71% in 2018

75% agreed in 2019

100%

50%

0%

rated job 
opportunities as 
“excellent” or 
“good” in 2019

75%

67%

75%

39%

48%

important but underfunded, 67%

say traffi c is the biggest 
problem in Houston

now say Houston needs 
better development 
planning

36%

could not come up 
with $400 to cover 
an emergency

are Democrats

Defi ne as 
“morally 
acceptable”

agree post-secondary education 
is a must for well-paying jobs

29% are Republicans

could not come up 35% 25%had a problem 
paying for housing 
in the past year

do not have health 
insurance

56% say more funding for 
schools needed

7% say fl ooding is the biggest 
problem in Houston

Homosexuality

Since 1982, the Houston Area Survey has measured residents’ attitudes on 
social, political and economic matters. Here are insights from its 2019 report.

HOUSTON AREA SURVEY
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GET OUR HYPERLOCAL NEWS
FROM YOUR

ALEXA-ENABLED DEVICE.

ALEXA,
WHAT’S MY

FLASH BRIEFING?



 HOUSTON  Houston’s proposed � scal 
year 2019-20 budget shrunk by $24 
million  a� er 11th-hour changes came 
to Proposition B’s legal standing and 
a piece of revenue-shrinking legis-
lation made progress in the Texas 
Legislature. 

Changes to the over $2 billion bud-
get came a� er the conclusion of two 
weeks’ worth of budgetary hearings 
for each city department. Five city 
departments all received increased 
allotments in the new budget while 
the � re department budget allotment 
was reduced. 

“Instead of being 7.9[%] above the 
fund balance, we will be 8.7% over 
the minimum requirement,” Mayor 
Sylvester Turner said. “We are in 
much better shape.”

A May 15 court ruling rendered 
Proposition B—the ballot measure 
mandating pay parity between 
Houston � re� ghters and Houston 

police o�  cers—invalid. The city 
rescinded layo� s for 220 � re� ght-
ers, 66 � re cadets and 47 municipal 
employees that were issued 60-day 
notices in April. This increased the 
city’s expected expenditures by $22.7 
million. 

Meanwhile in Austin, Senate Bill 
1152, a bill that e� ectively reduces 
the amount cities can charge in 
franchise fees for telecommunication 
companies, passed both the House 
and the Senate. The expected decline 
in revenue for FY 2019-20 totals over 
$16.5 million. 

Even with increased expendi-
tures for reinstated positions and 
decreased revenue from franchise 
fees, the elimination of $79 million 
that would have funded pay raises 
for Houston � re� ghters as mandated 
Proposition B means the city’s over-
all proposed budget shrunk 1 percent 
from its original version.

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12

CITY & COUNTY News from Houston, Bellaire and West University Place

City’s proposed budget 
shrinks after Prop. B 
ruling, legislative action

Legislature could require Houston to sell rights 
to potential new reservoir it has held since 1999
 HOUSTON  The city may have to forfeit 
its rights over the site of a proposed 
reservoir in Austin County because of 
a bill that passed both chambers of 
the Texas Legislature and is awaiting 
� nal approval from Gov. Greg Abbott. 

“Today Texas cities were sent a 
discouraging message that planning for 
the future, investing wisely and follow-
ing the rules are no longer valued in the 
state of Texas,” Mayor Sylvester Turner 
said in a statement May 16.

A contract signed in 1999 among 
the city of Houston, the Brazos River 
Authority and the Texas Water Devel-
opment Board granted Houston 70 
percent of water rights from the future 
reservoir and the Brazos River Authority 
the remaining 30 percent. Houston was 
granted a larger portion of the rights 
under the stipulation that the city 
would take on responsibility of design, 
permitting and construction of the 
reservoir. 

Senate Bill 2846 would require Hous-
ton to sell all rights back to the Brazos 

River Authority for no more than $23 
million.

“We’re not even interested in being 
paid for it,” Turner said in a report to 
City Council on April 30. “We want to 
hold on to our rights.”

Since 1999, Turner said the city of 
Houston has spent $23 million on 
design and permitting for the project. 
Proponents of the bill believe the city’s 
water rights throughout the Greater 
Houston area are already more than 
su�  cient to supply its population, 
Turner said. 

10 1458

1093

N

PROPOSED ALLEN’S 
CREEK RESERVOIR

36

Increase in 
expenditures by 

reversing layoffs for FY 2019-20

NUMBER TO KNOW

$22.7M

We are your medical home for life.

The highest levels of trauma and emergency care  
at Ben Taub and Lyndon B. Johnson hospitals+

What does your family need to stay healthy? Whatever it may be, we 
want you to have it. And we’re doing all we can to make that happen. 

By giving you a medical home in your community. Where you and 
your family can connect with a top primary care doctor who can 
coordinate with specialists and programs of all kinds to help you 
get affordable, high-quality care and services.

We’re here with the best for the people of Harris County.  
And we’re here for life.

PRIMARY CARE  |  SPECIALTY CARE  |  OUTPATIENT CARE

harrishealth.orgONEFORALL

COMMUNITY.
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Residents raise concerns over zoning request for proposed office building
 BELLAIRE  Over 20 residents spoke at 
a May 20 Bellaire City Council public 
hearing regarding a request to rezone 
a residential property at 4301 Bellaire 
Blvd. to accommodate a proposed o�  ce 
building.

David Ebro, a representative of A 
Beautiful Bellaire LLC, presented plans 
for the property to the council and 
public before the hearing. If rezoning 
is approved, the company would build 
a 22,280-square-foot, two-story o�  ce 
building with surface parking. The com-
pany has owned the property, formerly 
occupied by Westside Christian Church, 
since 2017, county records show.

“We understand the challenges 
this property poses,” Ebro said. “We 

understand the neighbors’ concerns, 
and we’ve developed a plan to address 
them.”

Ebro said the company hired con-
sultants to conduct a tra�  c impact 
analysis to ensure the development 
would not cause problems. The plan 
also includes water-detention measures 
above what is expected by the city’s 
standards, he said.

During the public hearing, 19 people 
spoke out against the plans and urged 
the council to deny the rezoning 
request, citing concerns about adverse 
e� ects to tra�  c � ow, drainage, property 
values of nearby residential properties 
and the integrity of Bellaire’s zoning 
standards as a whole.

“Who are you here to stand up for? 
Who are you here to protect? The city 
of homes or the prevailing tax interests 
of the day?” Rebecca Doty, a Bellaire 
resident, said. “It’s a slippery slope 
from here, and it is your legacy as our 
City Council because what you decide 
now cannot be undone.”

The council will deliberate and vote 
on whether to approve the proper-
ty’s rezoning at its June 17 meeting. 
Rezoning of the property will require a 
supermajority vote, or six out of seven 
votes, to pass.

Written comments to the council con-
cerning the property may be submitted 
to the city clerk’s o�  ce until noon on 
June 13.

News from Houston, Bellaire and West University Place

Bellaire City Council meets every fi rst 
and third Monday of the month at 7 p.m. 
at 7008 S. Rice Ave., Bellaire. 
www.bellairetx.gov

West University Place City Council 
meets every second and fourth Monday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. at 3800 
University Blvd., Houston. 
www.westutx.gov

Southside Place City Council meets 
monthly on the second Tuesday of 
the month at 7 p.m. at 6309 Edloe St., 
Houston. www.ci.southside-place.tx.us

Houston City Council meets weekly at 
1:30 p.m. Tuesdays for public comment 
and 9 a.m. Wednesdays for regular 
business at 901 Bagby St., Houston. 
www.houstontx.gov

For up-to-date coverage on 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_bmw

MEETINGS

COMPILED BY ALEX HOSEY AND EMMA WHALEN

 BELLAIRE  The city of Bellaire hosted 
a hurricane-preparedness community 
meeting and open house May 20 at the 
Bellaire Fire Station where community 
members could learn how they can 
prepare for hurricane season, which 
began June 1. Community members had 
the opportunity to meet and talk with fi rst 
responders and city staff whose jobs are 
vital in cases of emergency.

 WEST UNIVERSITY PLACE  All four 
propositions passed in West University 
Place’s local elections May 4, including 
propositions to increase consecutive 
term limits of the city’s mayor and council 
members from two two-year terms to 
three two-year terms, authorize the 
City Council to fi ll council vacancies and 
mayor pro tem vacancies within 60 days, 
and increase the city charter review 
committee from seven to nine members.

 HOUSTON  Mayor Sylvester Turner 
renewed conversation May 22 about the 
possibility of recreating famed Houston 
theme park Astroworld. Turner said he 
participated in a conference call with 
Houston rapper Travis Scott, whose latest 
album and tour reference the park. Both 
parties remain interested in the project, 
however no funding has been secured, 
Turner said.

 HOUSTON  A new “50-for-50” 
campaign aiming to secure fi nancial 
or volunteer support from 50 Houston 
companies for 50 underserved parks 
has gained momentum. As of May 22, 
10 companies have pledged support, 
Mayor Turner said.
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Developers want to rezone a residential property on Bellaire Boulevard for a new two-story offi ce building. 

Homelessness count 
shows downward trend
 HOUSTON  New data shows the  home-
less population in Harris, Fort Bend 
and Montgomery counties dropped by 
5% in 2019. Except for an uptick in 2018 
following Hurricane Harvey, the count 
has decreased by 54% since 2011. 

“Even though it shows a decrease of 
5%, until we can transition all of the 
people on our streets to permanent 
or temporary supportive housing, our  
work is not done, and we still have a 
lot, a lot of work to do,” Mayor 

Sylvester Turner said in a report to 
Houston City Council on May 15. 

The Houston Homelessness Coa-
lition evaluates the area’s homeless 
population by conducting a point-in-
time count, a method of collecting 

Houston-area 
homelessness

The number of homeless people has 
been on a gradual decline in Harris, 
Fort Bend and Montgomery counties.
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SOURCE: GREATER HOUSTON HOMELESSNESS COALITION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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10K
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5K

2.5K

0

8,538 total

3,640 total

NUMBERS TO KNOW 3,640 -54%Total homeless population 
recorded by the May 14, 2019 study

Decrease in total homeless 
population since 2011

data by tallying people in shelters, 
transitional housing and living 
unsheltered on a single night. The 
2019 count conducted on May 14 

counted 3,640 people, 59% of whom 
were residing in a shelter at the time 
of the count and 41% of whom were 
unsheltered. 
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BUSINESS FEATURE

 C  arol Staley said she realized the 
value of toys in the � ve years 

she was the director of a preschool.
“It was a play-based preschool,” 

Staley said. “I really saw the results 
of play and how important it is to 
children, their education and their 
emotional IQ. Once I saw the impor-
tance of toys and how valuable they 
were, all the more I wanted to have a 
toy store.” 

Drawing on that experience and 
time as a toy and book sales represen-
tative, Staley and her husband leased 
a storefront in Meyerland four years 
ago to open Tomfoolery.

Most of the books and toys on its 
shelves are hand-picked by Staley 
herself.

“We are highly curated in what we 
carry in the store, so if you come to 
shop with us, then I try to make sure 
it’s the best of the best,” Staley said. “I 
don’t carry anything in the store that 
I wouldn’t have bought for my own 
children.”

Staley said the best toys have the 
highest “play value,” which she 
de� ned in part by their ability to 
capture the attention of children long 
a� er the age recommendation expires.

“We have a few 1-year-old toys that 
are great for a 1-year-old that they’re 
going to enjoy playing with and � nd 
new ways to play with to 18 months 
and even at 2,” Staley said. “We have 
one particular one-year toy in the 
store that we even catch adults play-
ing with. I sometimes think the adults 
buy it because they enjoy playing with 
it so much.”

Among the storybooks, puzzles, 
dolls and knickknacks within Tom-
foolery are toys spanning decades 
of toy manufacturing, from classic 
mainstays, such as the yo-yo and spin-
ning top, to new fads like the � dget 
spinner.

All of these toys and the play they 
create have positive and educational 
value for children, Staley said.

“A lot of the time, adults want 
educational toys for their children, 
and I say to them that almost every toy 
is educational for their child,” Staley 
said. “They have to use their brain. 
They have to use their imaginations. 
They have to manipulate it. Anything 
that a child will play with, even if it’s 
a plastic bowl and some balls, there’s 
value in it, and there’s an educational 
component to it.”

BY ALEX HOSEY

Tomfoolery Toys & Books
Independent Meyerland store focuses on 
giving children, parents tools to play and learn

Tomfoolery Toys & Books

4844 Beechnut St., Houston

832-879-2461

www.tomfoolerytoys.com

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Thu. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
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Child’s play: Unique fi nds at Tomfoolery

“The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar” 
50th anniversary 
edition
Price: $10.99
Ages: 18 months+

The Amazing 
StarCube
Geometric shapes that 
transform as you play 
Price: $13.99
Ages: 6 years+

Whirly Wheel
Magnetic toy that lights 
up as you spin it
Price: $14.99
Ages: 5 years+

Carol Staley opened Tomfoolery Toys & Books four years ago in Meyerland.

Specializing in making memories

Celebrate
YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION WITH US!

EVELYN’S VENUE CENTER IN EVELYN’S PARK

4400 Bellaire Blvd. Bellaire, TX 77401
www.evelynspark.org

Call
281-946-9372

for a tour or
 more information.
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Local Foods

2424 Dunstan Road, Houston

713-521-7800

www.houstonlocalfoods.com

Hours: Mon.-Sun. 10 a.m.-
8:30 p.m.
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DINING FEATURE

 O  n the back wall of Rice Village’s Local Foods 
hangs a large, orange neon sign that casts its 

glow on the open kitchen, where chefs and other 
sta�  work together to create fresh and inventive 
soups, salads and sandwiches for their guests, 
largely using ingredients procured from the Greater 
Houston area.

In stylized cursive writing, the sign reads “Local,” 
re� ecting the restaurant’s primary inspiration and 
commitment to its mission.

“As our name implies, our mission is to bring as 
many local products as we can into a format that 
has some familiarity with the public,” said Dylan 
Murray, chef and partner of Local Foods.

The idea for restaurant began a� er Benjy Levit, 
owner of Benjy’s and co-owner of Local Foods, hired 
Murray as an executive chef in 2003. 

Years later, the two came up with the idea of 
creating a restaurant that relies on local ingredients 
for its food. 

In November 2011, the � rst Local Foods location 
opened next door to Benjy’s in the Village.

The restaurant relies on the cheese, bread, meat 
and other ingredients sold by over 15 other busi-
nesses in Texas to create its seasonally changing 
menu.

Murray described the food the restaurant serves 
as “archetypal, American, everyday food” that tastes 
good and acts as a showcase for the produce that 
makes up each menu item.

Local Foods has � ve locations in the Houston 
area, and Murray said the company is considering 
branching out even further.

“It’s more work, and it’s o� en more expensive, 
but we feel like it’s still a win-win in the sense that 
the food is almost always fresher, and it supports 
the local economy,” Murray said. “O� en I’ll see the 
guys who sell us food in here eating, and that just 
makes me super happy because that’s the full circle 
of the economics of it.” 

BY ALEX HOSEY

Local Foods
Restaurant partners take pride 
in using fresh, local ingredients

Barn None Farms owner Merih Woods (middle) delivers greens to 
Benjy Levit (left) and Dylan Murray (right) at the Local Foods in Rice 
Village.

Bacon Steak & Egg, $14: skirt steak, ap-
plewood bacon, fried egg, cheddar cheese, 
tomato and spicy aioli on a bolillo roll

“Crunchy” Chicken, $12: nut-seed crumble, 
tomato, chips, pickles, romaine lettuce, provo-
lone and buttermilk ranch on a pretzel bun

Garden Sammie, $10: Brussels sprouts, avocado, hummus, tomato, 
sprouts, curried caulifl ower and pickled red onion on a ciabatta bun
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Garden Sammie, $10: Garden Sammie, $10: Brussels sprouts, avocado, hummus, tomato, 
sprouts, curried caulifl ower and pickled red onion on a ciabatta bun
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Garden Sammie, $10: 
sprouts, curried caulifl ower and pickled red onion on a ciabatta bun
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All fi ve Local Foods restaurants 
procure most of their 
ingredients from 
these locations 
in Texas.

Produce

Dairy products

Bread

Meat
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WHAT ARE OUR 
LOCAL 2018 STAAR 
RATINGS?

SCHOOL CHOICES
Schools in the Bellaire, West University and Meyerland area are high-performing in 
terms of standardized test scores, but as many as one in three elementary children 
in the area do not attend district public schools.

STATE 
OF TEXAS 

ASSESSMENTS 
OF ACADEMIC 

READINESS

SOURCES: HOUSTON ISD, TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

To give parents options, 
HISD offers a variety of  
competitive programs.

ALL HISD 
SCHOOLS

BELLAIRE, MEYERLAND, AND 
WEST UNIVERSITY AVERAGES

1 Condit

4 Paul W. Horn

2 Elrod

3 Herod

10 Shern

11 Mark Twain

9 Roberts

12 West University

1 Meyerland 

2 Pershing

3 Pin Oak*

4 The Rice School*

1 Bellaire

2 Challenge Early College*

3 Michael E. DeBakey* 70
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WHAT IS A STAAR RATING?

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Language

Arts

Vanguard/gifted 
and talented

College/career 
readiness

Elementary schools

Middle schools High schools
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HOW MUCH OF THE ZONED 
BELLAIRE, MEYERLAND 
AND WEST UNIVERSITY 
POPULATION ATTENDS HISD? 77.3%

4 HISD middle school zones

3 HISD high school zones

12 HISD elementary zones

66.4%AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

5 Kolter

6 Longfellow

7 Lovett

8 Parker

SCHOOLS SCHOOLSSCHOOLS

The STAAR score used 
here refl ects the all-grade, 
all-subject average for each 
school in 2018. STAAR exams 
measure student performance 
in grades 3-8 as well as end-
of-course performance in high 
school.

90.4%

Students not in HISD attend 
private or charter schools 

University and Meyerland areas, how-
ever, are showing increases in enroll-
ment, demographic data shows. The 
region has some of the district’s top-per-
forming schools and popular magnet 
programs, attracting students from the 
entire district, such as Bellaire High 
School, where 25% of its students come 
from outside of its zone. That said, one 
in three elementary students attended a 
private or charter school in 2018.

Parents say the district’s main 

challenge will be overcoming its lead-
ership credibility problem at the board 
level.

“The antics of the board have to be 
addressed,” said Beth Lane, president 
of the parent-teacher organization at 
Pershing Middle School. “Anybody 
who was on the fence about public 
school, now they’re thinking, ‘Let’s go 
to private and not worry about that’ ... 
or they’re moving out to the suburbs.” 

FORCES AT WORK

In 2017-18, HISD experienced a 

decline of about 2,000 students. In 
2018-19, another 4,500 fewer students 
were signed up for classes, bringing 
total enrollment to 209,772. Next year, 
1,500 fewer are projected. Combined, 
that is a total decline of about 3%. 

“We need to understand if this is a 
larger trend,” Cruz said. “A big part of 
the decrease is happening at the ele-
mentary level, which means it could be 
a harbinger of what is to come. And so, 
how much of this is really in our con-
trol?” 

From 2014-18, elementary school 

enrollment, not including prekinder-
garten, has dropped almost 3% dis-
trictwide. In the same time period, 
U.S. Census data shows HISD’s school-
age population grew by almost 2.5%. 
Because HISD allows a family to apply 
for enrollment at any school, some 
schools grow while others may shrink.

National statistics have di� ering 
projections for demographic trends. 
On one hand, the U.S. Department of 
Education estimates total K-12 enroll-
ment in Texas will increase by 15% by 
2027. Another study by the Western 

84 83 93

WholeEarthProvision.com

Make  
     Dad’s  

         Day!
Hyperlocal 
Advertising 

HERE FOR YOUR PRINT AND DIGITAL NEEDS

CONTACT US TODAY
ADVERTISING@COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM
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For more information visit 
communityimpact.com.

WHO’S IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD?
Residents in Bellaire, Meyerland and 
West U have 19 HISD schools nearby.
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Elementary 
schools

Middle 
schools

High 
schools

Interstate Commission for Higher Edu-
cation projects a national decline of 
graduating seniors by 6.5% by 2027, 
principally led by a decline in birth 
rates.

“Declining birth rates is absolutely 
a key factor in play,” said Bob Temple-
ton, whose � rm provides demographics 
reports and consulting to over 80 school 
districts in Texas. “We detected a drop 
in kindergarten enrollment about four 
years ago, and it’s been continuing 
to decline. That had never happened 
before.” 

Millennials are waiting longer to 
establish households and have fam-
ilies, he said, and without immigra-
tion, many areas would be stagnant or 
would shrink even more. Another fac-
tor is a� ordable housing, he said. 

“We are seeing that in Austin; hous-
ing has become so expensive that pop-
ulations are moving out. That is de� -
nitely taking place,” Templeton said. 

TOUGHER COMPETITION 

On billboards, social media and 
movie theater ads, HISD will tout its 
college-readiness credentials, featur-
ing students who gained acceptance 
into Columbia University, Harvard Uni-
versity and others. 

These success stories are from Cruz’s 
Emerge program, which is funding 
part of the marketing plan. Emerge, 
which received $13 million from the 
Houston Endowment last year, adds 
resources and a� er-school programs to 
prepare potential � rst-generation col-
lege populations for higher education 

and beyond, Cruz said. With over 2,000 
students in the program, it is proving 
to be very successful, he said.

“We’re seeing 95 percent of students 
graduate in four years or are on track 
to do so, and we are talking about 
mostly low-income, minority students 
who generally have lower retention 
and graduation rates,” he said. 

The additional student support and 
college focus mirrors e� orts by some of 
district’s biggest competitors: charter 
schools. 

Data from the Texas Education 
Agency shows HISD has been losing 
an increasing number of students 
to non-district charters. In the most 
recent school year, more than 38,000 
students transferred out of the district, 
with over 90 percent of them going 
to charters, and almost half of those 
going to KIPP and YES Prep schools. 
Only about 3,000 transferred in, mean-
ing HISD had a net loss of about 35,000 
students, or about 16.7% of its current 
enrollment. As the district’s overall 
population has grown, charter schools 
seem to be taking on a greater share of 
the growth away from HISD schools. 

Because these are out-of-district 
charter schools, HISD does not receive 
any funding allocations for those stu-
dents. With its state funding allocation 
averaging a little over $1,000 per stu-
dent according to the TEA, that means 
HISD missed out on as much as $35 
million—roughly equivalent to its cur-
rent budget de� cit—in 2018.

Bellaire, Meyerland and West Uni-
versity residents also have access to 

high-performing private schools, and 
estimates by the U.S. Census show 
they could be increasingly preferred, 
with an enrollment of about 28,600 in 
HISD’s boundaries in 2017. That num-
ber is up by 7% in four years, the esti-
mates show.

For children zoned to schools in Bel-
laire, Meyerland and West University, 
an estimated 4,800 students in the dis-
trict attended private schools in 2017-
18, an analysis of district data shows. 
Another 830 attended charters.

Competition is about to heat up, 
as IDEA Public Schools, a successful 
charter system that launched in the Rio 
Grande Valley, is set to open four cam-
puses in Houston in 2020, with plans 
to eventually have 16 more.

CHANGING THE NARRATIVE

This competitive environment is 
forcing schools to rethink their entire 
approach, Templeton said.

“Today’s parents are expecting 
schools to be more customer ser-
vice-oriented,” he said. “Schools are 
used to a mindset where things are 
rigid, from bell times to pickup and 
drop-o� . … But parents now have a 
choice.” 

Amid these competitive forces, the 
district is mired in a potential state 
takeover of its governing board, a sit-
uation that is eroding trust among par-
ents, who have the option to move or 
enroll their children elsewhere, said 
Jasmine Jenkins, executive director of 
Houstonians for Great Public Schools. 

“People recognize that and don’t 
want to invest their children’s future in 
something that’s   obviously not mov-
ing forward,” she said. 

District o�  cials acknowledge these 
concerns are a factor, and the new 
study will help school o�  cials hear 
parents’ concerns and address them, 
Cruz said. 

“At the end of the day, regardless 
of what’s happening outside of our 
schools, we need to do what’s right for 
our students,” he said.

By expanding programs such as 
Emerge and looking at   improving 
access to International Baccalaureate 
coursework, the district can become 
even more competitive, he said.

“There’s a misconception out there 
that a charter or private school is the 
only way to get a top-notch educa-
tion,” HISD Chief Communication 
O�  cer Rebecca Suarez said. “But we 
have programs at every school that can 
match that.”

ColonialOaks.org

FEATURING: 
RHYTHM OF THE DAY® 

MEMORY CARE

(713) 799-8200 
7800 N. Stadium Drive 

Houston, TX 77030  
Lic. #030311

Each of our four comfortable 
houses is thoughtfully 

designed to help you be 
your best self. We believe 

daily routines create 
harmony and security—just 
as a steady rhythm is the 
foundation of a soaring 

melody. Working together, 
we use holistic approaches 
to help you maintain health 

while enjoying your life.
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Council Member 
John Barnes

Attorney

16 years in West University

jbarnes@westutx.gov

Council Member 
Kevin Trautner

Attorney

23 years in West University

ktrautner@westutx.gov

Council Member 
Ed Sobash

Engineer/program manager

19 years in West University

esobash@westutx.gov

Council Member 
Lauri Lankford

Attorney

27 years in West University

llankford@westutx.gov

Mayor Bob Higley

Financial adviser

47 years in West University

bhigley@westutx.gov

TURNOUT

Bellaire - Meyerland - West University edition • June 2019

CANDIDATES

19

 CONTINUED FROM 1

In the past four elections since 2013, 
West University has seen the most voter 
participation when City Council races 
are more competitive. The top four 
vote-getters are elected to City Council 
each cycle. 

MAY 
2013

MAY 
2015

MAY 
2017

MAY 
2019

Unopposed

Opposed

Elected

LOCAL

LOCAL VOTER OFFICE 
Four new West University council 
members and a new mayor took oaths 
of offi ce in June. With no competition 
and elected by default, the group is 
entirely new to council leadership, with 
the exception of Mayor Bob Higley, who 
served one term on City Council. 

TAKING

For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.

MAYOR MAYOR MAYOR MAYOR
COUNCIL COUNCIL COUNCIL COUNCIL

900 
BALLOTS

10,984 local 
registered voters

8.2% 
turnout 1,972 

BALLOTS

19.3% 
turnout

10,234  local 
registered voters

8 opposing 
candidates

5 opposing 
candidates

2,470 
BALLOTS

10,936  local 
registered voters

22.6% 
turnout

11 opposing 
candidates

334 
BALLOTS

11,339  local 
registered voters

3% 
turnout

0 opposing 
candidates

“The most important thing 
is keeping the tax-paying 
homeowner at the center 
of every conversation up at 
City Hall, whether it’s the city 
council or the city manager.” 

“I think there’s obviously 
going to be a very steep 
learning curve for all of us, 
except possibly for Bob, 
but I think we’ve all got the 
interests of the community 
in mind.” 

“I don’t really have a personal 
agenda, I just want to listen to 
the citizens and keep West U 
the great city that it is.”

“We’re going to treat 
taxpayers’ dollars like our own 
and make sure that whatever 
we’re spending money on, the 
value is delivered.”

“Our No. 1 priority is doing 
the right thing and not 
messing up a good thing.”

“

“

“

“

“

“

 “No, they’ve never served on council, 
but they’re not inexperienced,” Higley 
said. “The citizens of West U are very 
discriminating, and they took a look 
at them and said, ‘They � t my require-
ments, and I don’t want any part of run-
ning against them.’”

Both Lankford, an attorney, and 
Sobash, an engineer, have experience 
serving on the city’s Buildings and 
Standards Commission and the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustments, respectively, 
while Trautner and Barnes have both 
had long careers as attorneys.

While Higley said it was not unusual 
for mayoral candidates to sometimes 
run unopposed, he had not seen an 
entirely new council run unopposed 
during the decades he has lived in West 
University.

AN UNCONTESTED ELECTION

While the nature of an entire council 
being nonincumbents and uncontested 
is unheard of for West University, the 
phenomenon of uncontested elections 
is fairly common in the United States.

A report released in 2017 by the Center 
for Local Elections in American Politics, 
a part of Rice University’s Kinder Insti-
tute, found unopposed local elections 
were most prevalent in small towns, 
where 79% of elections featured only 
one candidate.

The report, entitled “Who Runs for 
Mayor in America,” focused on may-
oral elections in six di� erent states and 
found the trend of unopposed elections 
is on the rise.

“In smaller communities where 
there’s more homogeneity and consen-
sus about what the community wants, 
the fact that no one is contesting might 
not be a problem,” said Melissa Mar-
schall, author of the report. “However, it 

is a problem that we see such low turn-
out, so it’s hard to really know whether 
people in your community support what 
you’re doing if they’re not voting.”

For its own unopposed election, West 
University saw fewer candidates and 
a decrease in voter turnout, with less 
than 3% of voters casting ballots this 
year compared to  22.59% from the 2017 
election.

“I wish we all weren’t going to be � rst 
term in all of our seats,” Sobash said. 
“All of us being � rst terms, it would be 
better if there were more experienced 
folks in the council seat.” 

The new council members attribute 
the lack of competition to a variety of 
factors, including their own quali� ca-
tions and a lack of interest or the inabil-
ity of incumbents to run again, as well 
as Kevin Boyle’s decision to drop out of 
the mayoral contest. 

“It was a surprise that no one else 
chose to participate,” Barnes said. “The 
turnout in the actual election may be 
indicative of a somewhat diminished 
level of overall interest in city govern-
ment.”

One of the advantages of the uncon-
tested election allowed the council to 
meet together and discuss the state of 
the city with City Manager Dave Beach 
before assuming o�  ce, as they were not 
yet bound to Texas’ open meeting law.

“It’s nice because we would probably 
sit down with Dave Beach anyway, and 
he is a fount of information, and see-
ing all the city services and talking to 
various employees was really interest-
ing,” Lankford said. “To be able to meet 
together and see what everybody is like 
makes me think we’ll be able to work 
well together. It’s a really good group.”

COUNCIL’S TAKE ON THE ISSUES

Among the many concerns that the 
new council wants to address in the 

city, Higley said upholding its codes and 
ordinances is of the utmost importance.

“The very cornerstone of West Univer-
sity is strict zoning,” Higley said. “We 
have to be constantly on guard to protect 
our zoning ordinances, and when we get 
threatened we need to respond to it, or 
we will lose our identity, and you can 
only lose it one time.”

Higley referred to the city’s past con-
� ict with AT&T and its attempts to use 
land within West University for parking 
its utility vehicles in a community with 
already limited parking and tra�  c con-
gestion problems. 

Repeated di� erences of opinion 
between the city and AT&T are concerns 
several members of the new council 
share.

“In terms of resolving the underlying 
issues, it comes down to what AT&T 
believes the existing zoning allows 
them to do and what the community as 
represented by City Council believes the 
zoning allows them to do,” Barnes said.

Improvements to the city’s drainage 
and � ood mitigation e� orts along with 
increased security and safety within the 
city are also top priorities mentioned by 
the new council members, as they will 
be responsible for approving the begin-
ning of the Bu� alo Speedway recon-
struction project and approval of the 
second phase of Virtual Gate.

Trautner said � scal responsibility 
when approaching these large projects 
is key.

“Without exception, all of us on the 
council have worked hard for our money 
in this lifetime,” Trautner said. “We’re 
going to treat taxpayers’ dollars like our 
own and make sure that whatever we’re 
spending money on, the value is deliv-
ered.”

In recent years, mayoral 
races have been the least 
contested.
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REAL ESTATE

HOMES SOLD

Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Price range 77005 77025 77030 77096 77401

$199,999 or less

$200,000-$299,999

$300,000-$399,999

$400,000-$499,999

$500,000-$599,999

$600,000-$799,999

$800,000-$999,999

$1 million +

APRIL SALES DATA

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Fewer than 400 single-family homes 
comprise this neighborhood-city-
within-a city nestled alongside West 
University Place. Incorporated in 
1934, Southside Place has its own fi re 
department, police force, community 
garden and an optional civic club that 
organizes community events. Its parks 
and recreation department operates a 
community park, a pool, a pavilion and a 
clubhouse. 

Attractions nearby: Rice Village 
shopping, Southside Commons 
development (coming soon) 

Schools: (Houston ISD) The Rice School, 
West University Elementary School, 
Horn Elementary School, Pershing 
Middle, Bellaire High School; (private) 
St. Vincent De Paul Catholic School, 
Episcopal High School, St. Mark’s 
Episcopal School, St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
School

Median square footage: 4,167

Home values (SOLD): $846,000-$2.17 
million

Median list price per square foot: 
$391.67 

Homes sold within the past year: 20

Median days on the market: 25

RECENT LISTINGSSOUTHSIDE PLACE

COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD

2018: 122
2019: 143
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Neighborhood data provided by
Heritage Texas Properties 
800-856-7797 • www.heritagetexas.com

2018: 187
2019: 149

77025

  2018 VS.

NMap not to scale

6 bedroom / 6.5 bath

Lisa Baer
Martha Turner Sotheby’s 

6,569 sq. ft. $4,549,000

713-562-9944

3745 Farber St.

5 bedroom/3.5 bath
Nan and Company Properties
Despina Scrutchin

4,282 sq. ft. $1,850,000

713-202-6444

6402 Auden St. 

6 bedroom / 4.5 bath

Kris Holt

Greenwood King Properties
3,548 sq. ft. $1,690,000

713-524-0888

6434 Auden St. 

6 bedroom/6.5 bath
Greenwood King Properties
Kathleen Graf

4,827 sq. ft.

713-822-6942

3724 Darcus St.

$2,149,000

2019
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GALVESTON
20715 E SUNSET BAY | $1,299,900

SUE JOHNSON | 409.737.4000

WEST UNIVERSITY - 4227 ALBANS
KATHY JONES | 713.825.2758

SOLD

GALVESTON
3406 ECKERT | $999,900

SUE JOHNSON | 409.737.4000

SIENNA PLANTATION
2338 TWIN ROSE | $399,900
DANA COOPER | 713.299.3121 

heritagetexas.com

Residential Real Estate since 1976



DEALS THIS MONTH

BEAUTY
Wigs by Andre ........................................... 23

DINING
Auntie Pasto’s Restaurant .......................... 23

EDUCATION
Gerry and Greta’s Art Camp Adventures ..... 23

MEDICAL
Tranquility Dental Spa ................................ 23

TRANSPORTATION
Uptown Automotive .................................. 23

To advertise or to submit story ideas: 281-469-6181

Visit us online: communityimpact.com
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Community 
Impact Newspaper 

reaches

 1,050,139
Houston homes and 

businesses each 
month. 

We provide 
hyperlocal news 
and information 

to millions of local 
residents and 

business owners 
each day online and 

monthly by mail.



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com22

Become an
IMPACTER

NEWSPAPER
THAT’S GROWING 

We’re the

/CAREERS
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5322 WESLAYAN STREET
(IN WESLAYAN PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER)

HOUSTON, TX 77005
(713) 622-6933 | WWW.WIGSBYANDRE.COM

$20 OFF 
WIG PURCHASE

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON.

Wigs by Andre

25,000 SQ FT FACILITY

FREE
DIAGNOSTIC CHECK

ENGINE LIGHT

6511 MAPLERIDGE ST
HOUSTON, TX 77081

MON-FRI 9 : 0 0A M  -  6 : 0 0 P M

SAT 9 : 0 0A M  -  3 : 0 0 P M

W W W. M Y U P T O W N A U T O M AT I V E . C O M

713-668-3639
Call or text

NEW
LOCATION

FREE
A/C CHECK

Balance, Comfort 
and Quality

Personalized, gentle, comprehensive patient 
care is our number one priority.  

Experience tranquility from the dental chair.

Free Consultation 
for new patients

6750 West Loop South  Suite 325 • Bellaire, TX 77401
832-930-7727 • www.tranquilitydentalspa1.com

5419 Bellaire Blvd., Bellaire, TX
713.669.8658

Catering Available
FREE DESSERT 
with the purchase of 2 entrees

Not vaild with any other off er. 
Bellaire locati on only.

One coupon per visit. CI Newspaper.
Expires 7/4/2019

Sunday
4pm—9pm

Mon—Thurs
11am—10pm

Friday
11am—11pm

Saturday
4pm—11pm

Hours
BELLAIRE BLVD.
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610 N

Come visit us at our new home! June-August 9AM-3PM
Monday-Friday 1st-5th Grade

Creative Weekly Themes
Daily Bounce House Break

* $10 OFF WITH THIS AD *

10371 Stella Link (inside The Zone)
(713) 817-0177

www.ArtCampAdventures.com

$10 OFF
COUPON
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© 2019 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. COM_089612_19

With over 65 years of leadership and experience in pediatrics, people come to us from around the world for  
lifesaving treatments and expertise. Others don’t even have to leave their block. With locations across Houston  

and Texas Children’s Specialty Care Bellaire right in your neck of the woods, you’ll find the right care at  
the right time – in the right place. For more information or to schedule an appointment online in specialties  

such as Orthopedics, Otolaryngology and Urology, visit texaschildrens.org/bellaire.

Specialty Care

HOME-GROWN CARE


