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Those close to Gruene say the famous settlement continues to evolve as the area grows
Renowned historic district survived many challenges

Each year, tourists and locals � ock 
to a small piece of Texas to experi-
ence the scene in Gruene. Located 
o�  of FM306 and Hunter Road in 

New Braunfels, the largely preserved 
Gruene Historic District shines a light 
on what once was.

“It has its own special character 
that nobody else can compare [it to],” 

said Kristen King, social media coor-
dinator for the Molak Corp., which 
owns and manages a signi� cant por-
tion of Gruene. “You kind of step
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New Braunfels Utilities 
awaits state’s decision

Since 2011, public power utility provider New Braunfels 
Utilities has explored the feasibility of incorporating an 
aquifer storage and recovery, or ASR, system that would 
allow for a large underground water storage area that 
could be accessed during times of drought or emergency.

“It doesn’t bring you any new supplies, but it gives 
you a water-management strategy,” said Fred Blumberg, 
engineer for Arcadis Design and Consultancy Team,

BY RACHEL NELSON

$23M aquifer storage and recovery project will 
move forward if bills pass through legislature

El Paso:
Operating 
ASR system

New Braunfels:
began examining 
ASR system in 2011

Kerrville:
Operating 
ASR system

Buda:
Currently exploring 
an ASR system

San Antonio:
Operating 
ASR system

Victoria:
Experimental 
well in place

Aquifer storage and recovery systems 
are gaining popularity throughout Texas, 
particularly along the fast-growing I-35 
corridor. 

LOCATION
An  deal 

SOURCE: ARCADIS DESIGN & CONSULTANCY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The Gruene Historic District in New 
Braunfels is known for its rich history 
and slow-paced charm.

A glimpse into

gggruenruenrueneee
The district is made up of 

200+ acres

3 paths: 
Gruene Road, Hunter Road 
and New Braunfels Street

Gruene Hall is 

6,000 sq. ft.
1 river 
runs through Gruene—
the Guadalupe River

First settled in 

1845

SOURCE: MOLAK CORP., TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

COURTESY MOLAK CORP.COURTESY MOLAK CORP.

Gruene is  1 of  3 
nationally recognized historic 
districts in Comal County

Gruene Hall was formerly known as Gruene’s Hall. It has continually operated since its opening in the 1840s.
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  AC REPAIR SERVICE

24/7

Brands we install

Experts You Know – our professionals are employees, not outside contractors.

Large Selection, Energy Efficiency Minded – free load calculation to properly size unit for your home.

10-Year Warranty – 10-year parts and labor warranty with every unit.

833.682.3800  
gvecACservice.com

Get $1,000 off select AC/heating systems. Offer may not be combined with any other 
GVEC Home® offer. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Offer subject to 
change without notice. Offer expires 5/15/19. TX HVAC License: TACLB18344E  |  TX 
Electrical License: TECL32802

AC/HEATING  SOLAR  ELECTRICIANS

SALES    MAINTENANCE    REPAIR

DISCOUNT

$1,000 OFF NEW AC

AC/HEATING  SOLAR  ELECTRICIANS

SALES    MAINTENANCE    REPAIRSALES    MAINTENANCE    REPAIRSALES    MAINTENANCE    REPAIR

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Greater Efficiency, Maximum Comfort

833.682.3800  |  gvecACservice.com

AC/HEATING  SOLAR  ELECTRICIANS

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE AC QUOTE!

Did you know that AC/heating costs account  
for up to 50% of your electric bill? As efficiency  
experts, it’s no wonder GVEC has been a  
trusted AC/heating provider for over  
5 decades. It’s our goal to help you  
find HVAC solutions that save you  
money now and in the long run  
without sacrificing comfort.

We repair all makes  
and models!

FOLLOW US!
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works 
or something going on in 
town? Send it to nbffeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Heather Demere
GENERAL MANAGER

hdemere@communityimpact.com

Rachel Nelson
EDITOR
rnelson@communityimpact.com

One of our front-page stories this 
month covers the history and making 
of the Gruene Historic District. You will 
� nd some interesting tidbits about how 
it all evolved. 

Gruene, initially named Goodwin, has 
become a destination for tourists and 
remains a great community source for 
live music, shopping and dining.

Another front-page article is about 
a new aquifer storage and recovery, or 
ASR, system that New Braunfels Utili-
ties is proposing. If the state Legislature 
supports it, it will become one of four 
like it in the state. The planned ASR 
would store water underground that 
could be accessed  during an emergency 

or drought.
The Dancing Bear is our business 

feature this month (see Page 19). You can 
� nd great, unique gi� s for the garden 
and home at this adorable boutique.

Our dining feature on Page 21 high-
lights Myron’s Prime Steakhouse located 
in downtown New Braunfels. I had no 
idea the building began as a movie the-
ater in 1924. It sounds like I may have to 
check out Myron’s wine selection as well.

As a friendly reminder, early voting 
for local elections begins April 22. City 
Council and New Braunfels ISD seats are 
up for grabs, and the city bond election 
will also be on the ballot. Election day is 
May 4.

Unlike previous legislative sessions, Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper does not have a dedicated 
reporter or team covering ongoing talks by lawmak-
ers at the Texas Capitol. However, we are monitoring 
bills and conversations that will undoubtedly impact 
our local readers.

As legislation is passed throughout the spring, we 
are looking at ways to show what those laws mean 
for Central Texas. We are also following the actions 
of local entities and actions they take in response to 
legislative changes.

Our partnership with The Texas Tribune also 
allows us to publish state updates periodically 
online.

The current legislative session began Jan. 8. The 
regular session could run a maximum of 140 days, or 
to May 27. However, Gov. Greg Abbott has the ability 
to call a special session over the summer to continue 
work on crucial legislation.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

Learn things you never knew about Gruene

Does ‘Community Impact Newspaper’ 
follow the legislative session?
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Jaime Simmons, DDS
Board Certifi ed Pediatric Dentist

830-302-2044
2163 Stephens Place, Suite 106, New Braunfels, TX 78130

www.texastykespediatricdentistry.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

1762 Common St.
New Braunfels, TX 78130

www.pakmedicalgroup.com

Now Accepting New Patients
Proudly Accepting Medicare and Most Major Insurances

Call Us Today to schedule a visit  830-730-8580

Board Certified Internal Medicine Doctors
 Primary Care Providers, specializing in senior care
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IMPACTS
Texas.” The shop is located at 1601 Hunter 
Road in the Gruene Historic District.  
www.gruenehatco.com

  6   Hope Haus Bakery opened Feb. 23 at 
1102 N. Walnut, New Braunfels. It serves 
handmade cookies, cupcakes and treats 
for all occasions. 830-481-3584.   
www.hopehausbakery.com

  7   Little Land Play Gym opened March 
23. The business focuses on providing an 
indoor unstructured play area for children 
of all ages. The new location is at 651 N. 
Business I-35, Ste. 1310, New Braunfels. 
www.littlelandplaygym.com/location/
new-braunfels

  8   Market on Main opened a new loca-
tion at 161 S. Seguin Ave., New Braunfels, 
inside Fickle Pickles. The store sells vintage 
home decor and antiques. 830-627-2727

  9   Mr. C’s Fried Chicken & Waffl es 
opened March 27 at 2188 W. Hwy. 46, Ste. 
109, New Braunfels. The restaurant serves 
“soul food” including chicken and waffl es 
and macaroni and cheese. 

Nelson’s Millinery & Mercantile opened 
in February. The business provides custom 
hats that are made from the ground up 
using a raw felt body that goes through a 
process of steaming, ironing and sanding 
before bands and liners are added. The 
result is a shaped hat that is velvety to the 
touch. Nelson’s specializes in western hats 
but can also create fedoras and other styles 
by request. 830-643-4636.   
www.facebook.com/nelsonshatshop

 10   Pop’s BBQ held a grand opening event 
March 23. The barbecue restaurant, which 
also serves banana pudding, is located at 
3745 Francis Harris, New Braunfels. 512-
920-5396. www.facebook.com/popsb-
bqnbtx 

COMING SOON

 11  A Pocketful of Grace Boutique 
will open a storefront in June at 651 N. 
Business I-35, Ste. 1140, New Braunfels. 
The grand opening is slated for June 29 
with a shopping event along with its sister 
company, Standout Dance Center. The 
store has been operating online, and this 
will be its fi rst brick-and-mortar location. 
It sells tops, dresses, jewelry, accessories 

NOW OPEN

  1   Bring Your Own Parts opened at the 
end of March at 619 S. Seguin Ave., New 
Braunfels. The auto repair shop started in 
San Antonio and only charges customers 
for the cost of parts —without markups—
and installation. 210-682-2967.  
www.bringyourownparts.com

  2   Consolidated Electrical Distributors 
Inc., an electrical supply house, opened at 
3939 I-35, Ste. 115, New Braunfels, on April 
1. 830-460-3060

  3   Fickle Pickles opened a new location 
at 161 S. Seguin Ave., New Braunfels. The 
store sells pickles and vintage decor and 
also has a location in Gruene. 830-627-
8999. www.fi cklepickles.com

  4   Freiheit Farmers Market’s opening 

day was March 20 at 2032 Central Plaza, 
New Braunfels. Located in Freiheit Village, 
the farmers market will take place every 
Wednesday from 3-7 p.m. during the 
spring, summer and fall months. All ven-
dors are located within a 150-mile radius of 
New Braunfels and farm, make or produce 
their own products. 830-542-8448.  
www.freiheitvillagefm.com

  5   Gruene Hat Co. opened March 6 as the 
self-proclaimed “tiniest little hat shop in 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 
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HealthMarkets Insurance Agency
Health | Medicare | Small Group | Life | Supplemental

Call or Text Now, the Service is 
Completely  FREE! 210-473-4120

Robert Brooker
Licensed Insurance Agent

Courtyard Plaza Shopping Center
201 IH 35 S. Suite B
New Braunfels, TX  78130

Agents may be compensated based on enrollment.
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and gifts. Drinkware, as well as baby and 
kids clothing, are also available.  
www.apocketfulofgrace.com

 12   Hiccups Churroholic Restaurant 
& Tea House will open its New Braunfels 
location at 2031 Central Plaza, Ste. 103, 
New Braunfels, in 2019. The establishment, 
which originated in Long Beach, California, 
serves Asian fusion cuisine with a variety of 
specialty drinks and boba.    
www.hiccupsteahouse.com

 13  Standout Dance Center will open a 
new dance studio in June at 651 N. Business 
I-35, Ste. 1140. The grand opening will be 
June 29, and the store will be hosting a free 
dance day. www.standoutdancecenter.com

RELOCATIONS

 14   Chic Beautique relocated to 2115 Ste-
phens Place, Ste. 1010, New Braunfels, in 
Freiheit Village at the beginning of March. 
The business offers non-invasive skin care 
with its own cannabidiol product line. 803-
556-0815. www.chicbeautique.org

 15   Express Employment Professionals 
relocated to 1528 E. Common St., Ste. 24, 
New Braunfels, in February. The business 
connects job-seekers with local employ-
ers for full-time, temporary and part-time 
employment. 830-626-2300.   
www.expresspros.com

 16   Ultra Vision relocated to 1528 E. 
Common St., Ste. 1, New Braunfels, in 
February. The business offers refractive, 
cornea and cataract surgery. It also offers 
LASIK surgery, contact lenses and eye 
exams. 830-625-2335. www.lasic2c.com 

 17   Urban Civil Engineering moved to 
a new location at 190 S. Seguin Ave. in 
downtown New Braunfels. The business 
provides a wide range of solutions for all 
aspects of design and implementation for 
civil engineering projects. 830-606-3913.  
www.urbancivil.com

 18   Utility Engineering moved from its 
location at 256 Comal Ave. to 191 N. Union 
Ave., New Braunfels, on April 1. The com-
pany has a combined 25-plus years of expe-
rience providing professional engineering 
services for municipal and public sector 
clients. 830-214-0521. www.uegpros.com 

EXPANSIONS

 19   Naegelin’s Bakery, the oldest bakery 
in Texas, is now open on Sundays from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. at 125 S. Seguin Ave., New 
Braunfels. 830-625-5722.   
www.naegelinsbakery-hub.com

ANNIVERSARIES

 20  Go Green Botanicals is celebrating 
a year in business April 20 at 2090 N. I-35, 
Ste. 4106, New Braunfels, with a fami-
ly-friendly event including free refresh-
ments, obstacle courses, prizes and more. 
The business sells products infused with 
cannabidiol, or CBD. 830-608-9446.   
www.gogreenbotanicals.com

 21  Jackalope Provisions of Wear 
celebrated its fi rst anniversary at the end 
of March. The boutique clothing store is 
located at 230 W. Mill St. in downtown New 
Braunfels. 830-302-7454. www.facebook.
com/jackalopeprovisionsofwear

 22  Gruene Outfi tters celebrated its 
30th anniversary in March. The store sells 
outdoor clothing, footwear and fl y-fi shing 
products in the Gruene Historic District. 
It is open Sunday-Thursday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
and Friday-Saturday 10 a.m.-7 p.m. at 1629 
Hunter Road. 830-625-4440.   
www.grueneoutfi tters.com

 23  Smile Advanced Dental Center 
celebrated its fi rst anniversary in February. 
The business plans to expand its space this 
summer at 385 Landa St., New Braunfels. 
830-625-3818. www.newbraunfelstx.dental 

IN THE NEWS

 24  American Legion Riders Post 179 in 
New Braunfels is holding its 2019 Denim 
Drive through Dec. 15. Donations of new or 
nearly new denim boys and girls jeans sizes 
4-T to 12 are being accepted Monday-Fri-
day from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at Legion Hall, 410 
W. Coll St., New Braunfels. All donations 
and proceeds will benefi t local children. 
830-625-0179. www.alpost179tx.org

  7   

 12   24  

 COMPILED BY CHELSEA BAGLEY AND 
RACHEL NELSON

News or questions about New Braunfels? 
Email us at nbfnews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT—IN THE NEWS

Lori Trotter, owner of MY SALON Suite of New Braunfels, 1928 Hwy. 46, Ste. 105, 
New Braunfels, won the Rising Star Award from its nationwide franchise. She was 
honored at the company’s annual convention in Las Vegas in March. My Salon Suite is a 
4,500-square-foot beauty complex that features 24 individual suites that are leased to 
a variety of beauty professionals. My Salon Suite operates more than 100 locations in 
16 states. 830-542-8299. www.mysalonsuite.com/new-braunfels.html

  A   

 10     
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headwatersatthecomal.comheadwatersatthecomal.com

19

april 20th

Thank you 
to our sponsors

©2016 HEB, 16-6153

19-0675

The Real ER — Advanced 
imaging. Surgical services. 
Direct transition to 
hospital stay.

ChristusSantaRosa.org/TheRealER

When you come into our ER at CHRISTUS 
Santa Rosa Hospital - New Braunfels and 
Emergency Center - Creekside, you come 
completely into our health care system.



CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL
ROCKIN’ R RIVER RIDES

APRIL
20

The Rotary Club of New Braunfels hosts the Hill Country Craft 
Beer Festival. More than 100 beers from 20 breweries will be 
showcased. The event will feature live music and food trucks. 
Proceeds support the Sally M. Kingsbury Sarcoma Research 
Foundation. $35. 12-8 p.m. Rockin’ R River Rides, 1405 Gruene 
Road, New Braunfels. 830-629-9999. www.hccbf.com

APRIL 

16 23 & 30
DUNGEONS & DRAGONS

For the gamers looking to get started with 
Dungeons & Dragons, an opportunity to 
learn takes place every Tuesday night. 
Beginners to advanced players welcome. 
Free. 6-10 p.m. 7 Monks Café, 540 S. Cas-
tell Ave., New Braunfels. 830-837-5401. 
www.7monkscafe.com 

17 AND 24 
FARMER’S MARKET

The Freiheit Village Farmer’s Market takes 
place every Wednesday from 3-7 p.m. The 
family-friendly event features shopping, 
live entertainment and more. Free. 2032 
Central Plaza, Ste. A, New Braunfels. 830-
542-8448.    

www.facebook.com/freiheitvillagefm

25 4TH ANNUAL CHUCK WAGON 
EXTRAVAGANZA

Enjoy an evening of food trucks, local 
vendors, live music and family fun at the 
fourth annual Chuck Wagon Extrava-
ganza. 6-9 p.m. Gruene Outpost River 
Lodge, 1273 River Terrace, New Braunfels. 

26 L A NDA L A K E DATE NIG HT
Plan a special evening under the 

stars with your special someone during a 
moonlit date on Landa Lake. Dinner will be 
provided from Cravings in downtown New 
Braunfels. Preregistration is required. Age 
16 and older. $40 (per couple). 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Landa Lake Boathouse, 164 Landa 
Park Drive, New Braunfels.   
www.nbtexas.org/154/parks-recreation

27 THROUGH 29
CRAWFISH NB 

Crawfi sh NB will take place at the Comal 
County Fairgrounds, 701 Common St. 
The event features live music, a gumbo 

cook-off, 5K, a crawfi sh eating contest 
and more. $10 (general admission), $15 
(crawfi sh plates). 11 a.m.-1 a.m. (Sat.), 
noon-12 p.m. (Sun.). 210-827-2222. www.
crawfi shfestivalnewbraunfels.com

30    THROUGH MAY 3  
PLEIN AIR FESTIVAL

The New Braunfels Art League is sponsor-
ing the 2019 Two Rivers Plein Air Festival 
and Sales Event. The four-day painting 
competition features nationally recog-
nized artists whose work will be for sale 
at various locations. 512-781-2467. Visit  
www.tworiverspleinair.com for complete 
details. 

MAY

03 F IR S T F R IDAYS 
The public is invited to gather 

downtown from 6-8 p.m. on the fi rst Fri-
day of each month to stroll through shops, 
grab a drink, enjoy a bite to eat and listen 
to music. 500 Main Plaza, New Braunfels. 
www.downtownnewbraunfels.com 

04 CRU I S IN FO R C A N S C A R & 
B IK E S H OW

The third annual Cruisin for Cans Car & 
Bike Show will present a classic car show 
with raffl e prizes and live music, support-
ing the New Braunfels Food Bank. 1-5 
p.m. Villa at Gruene, 1190 Gruene Road, 
New Braunfels. 830-620-3440 

04 5TH A NN UA L FA M ILY 
PROM I S E B E D R ACE

Christian Brothers Automotive presents 
the 5th annual Family Promise Bed Race, 
where teams of six race their way to the 
fi nish line with a bed they have built. The 
event will also feature local vendors, a 
raffl e, contests and kid’s activities. $100 
per team. 10 a.m.-1p.m. Church Hill 
Middle School, 1275 N. Business I-35, 

New Braunfels. 830-214-0024.  
www.nbbedrace.com 

11 TO HECK WITH THE BLUES
This fundraising event will benefi t 

River City Advocacy & Counseling Center. 
It will feature live music, a raffl e, a silent 
auction and tournaments in corn hole, 
washers and shuffl e board. Tavern in 
the Gruene, 830 Gruene Road, New 
Braunfels. Free entry. 830-643-0200.   
www.rivercityadvocacy.org

14 A LE S S O N O N C AVE S
Join the Comal County Conserva-

tion Alliance as it continues its mission to 
conserve land, water and wildlife in Comal 
County. Guest speaker Geary Schindel, 
chief technical offi cer for the Edwards 
Aquifer Authority, will speak about the 
mysterious world of caves. FVTC Audi-
torium, 36101 FM 3159, New Braunfels. 
www.comalconservation.org

14 HE A LTH Y E ATIN G C L A S S
Learn how to manage your meals 

and health at this educational seminar, 
which will provide tips for eating out, con-
trolling blood sugar and more. The class 
is presented by a registered dietitian and 
includes a Q&A session. Guests may buy 
a lunch at the Leaf Café or bring their own. 
Free. 11:30 a.m. Resolute Health Hospi-
tal’s Leaf Café, 555 Creekside Crossing, 
New Braunfels. 830-500-6900.  
www.resolutehealth.com 

19 AMERICANA MUSIC JAM
The 23rd annual KNBT 92.1 FM 

Americana Music Jam will celebrate the 
genre with showcase artists. Proceeds 
will benefi t a local nonprofi t organization. 
Cost of tickets to be announced. Doors 
open at noon. Gruene Hall, 1281 Gruene 
Road, New Braunfels. 830-606-1281.  
www.gruenehall.com 

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print edition.
Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

APRIL-MAY

COMING UP
April 20 | Earth Day Celebration
www.headwatersatthecomal.com

May 11 | AHA Heart & Stroke Walk
www.heart.org

June 8 | Backyard Chickens & Eggs 
www.co.comal.tx.us/ext.htm

LIVE MUSIC
Conway’s
262 W. Jahn St., New Braunfels
830-620-5376 • www.conwaysnb.com 
Back Porch Acoustics
Thursdays 7-10 p.m.

Freiheit Country Store
2157 FM 1101, New Braunfels
830-625-9400
www.freiheitcountrystore.net

April
26  Black Hawk with Fast Movin’ Trio

May
03  Curtis Grimes
12  Marcos Orozco Y Grupo Rebelde
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DOGGIE DIP DAY
LANDA PARK AQUATIC COMPLEX

APRIL
21

Doggie Dip Day is for pooches that love the water. 
Dogs must wear a collar and have proof of current 
vaccinations. $8; $2 per additional guest (2 max-
imum). 12-4 p.m. Landa Park Aquatic Complex, 
350 Aquatic Circle, New Braunfels. 830-221-4350. 
www.nbtexas.org/154/parks-recreation

Witness community members brave the city tube 
chute in homemade cardboard vessels. The event, 
which is free to spectators, will begin at 10 a.m. 
New Braunfels Tube Chute, 100 Liebscher Drive, 
New Braunfels. 830-221-4350. www.nbtexas.
org/1443/thru-the-chute-boat-race

NUMBER TO KNOW
The New Braunfels Post 
Offi ce will participate 

in 27th annual Stamp out Hunger 
Food Drive benefi ting the Share Our 
Spirit Food Bank, 248 Merriweath-
er St., New Braunfels. In coming 
weeks, postal carriers will deliver 
bags to every address in three ZIP 
codes—78130, 78132 and 78133. 
Citizens are encouraged to fi ll the 
bags with non-perishable items 
such as canned goods, dried pasta, 
canned meats, beans, rice, cereal 
and pet food. Filled bags will be 
collected May 11.

27 

TO-DO LIST COMPILED BY RACHEL NELSON

THRU THE CHUTE RACE
CITY TUBE CHUTE

APRIL 
27

 

New Braunfels edition • April 2019 7



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com8

— EXPERIENCE —

A FASTER CONNECTION
TO AUSTIN

Tag your Ride and Drive 

WE’RE BRINGING RELIEF TO SOUTH AUSTIN. 
The new SH 45SW will provide a reliable connection between 
MoPac and FM 1626, while preserving the environment we  
all share. Bypass congestion on your way into the heart  
of Austin, with travel time savings of up to 17 minutes.

O P E N I N G  S P R I N G  2 0 1 9



  1   Live Oak drainage improvements

The project includes storm drain improve-
ments at the intersection of Live Oak 
Avenue and Katy Street as well as recon-
struction of the low-water crossing at Dry 
Comal Creek. 

Status: utility work in progress; long 
term road closure and detours underway 
through the end of the project

Timeline: November 2018-spring 2020 

Cost: $42.3 million 

Funding sources: city of New Braunfels 
2013 bond program, New Braunfels Utilities

  2   Solms Road/Morningside Drive/ 
Ruekle Road widening project

Solms Road and Morningside Drive will be 

widened to three lanes and will include a 
center turn lane. Ruekle Road will be wid-
ened to include two lanes on each side with 
a center turn lane.

Status: water and sewer work underway 

Timeline: summer 2018-2020 

Cost: $15.4 million 

Funding sources: city of New Braunfels 
2013 bond program, New Braunfels Utilities

  3   Klein Road widening

Portions of the roadway will be widened to 
three and fi ve lanes, including a center turn 
lane.

Status: utility, drainage and road work 
underway

All information on this page was updated as of 
3/22/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at nbfnews@communityimpact.com.

ONGOING PROJECTS

TRANSPORTATION COMPILED BY RACHEL NELSON
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Timeline: June 2018-2020 

Cost: $11.5 million Funding source: city of 
New Braunfels 2013 bond program

  4   Common Street project

The project spans from Gruene Road to 
Sundance Parkway and includes new side-
walks, Americans with Disabilities Act-com-
pliant ramps and pedestrian signals 

Status: fi nalizing design plans 

Timeline: design completion in spring 
2019 

Cost: $58,700 (design) 

Funding sources: city of New Braunfels 
2013 bond program  

  5   Alves Lane reconstruction

The project includes developing three 
lanes and sidewalks on both sides of the 
road. 

Status: utility and roadway work in prog-
ress 

Timeline: January 2018- 2020 

Cost: $12 million 

Funding sources: city of New Braunfels 
2013 bond program, New Braunfels 
Utilities

  6   Union Avenue project

The project includes a mill and overlay, spot 
base repairs, new sidewalks and curbs, and 
ADA-compliant ramps at intersections. 

Status: fi nal design ongoing 

Timeline: design completion in spring 
2019 

Cost: $56,000 (design) 

Funding source: city of New Braunfels 
2013 bond program

  7   Posey Road bridge construction

A new bridge will be constructed over I-35 
at Posey Road. The I-35 frontage roads will 
be converted from two-way to one-way 
traffi c, from Posey Road to York Creek 
Road. 

Status: Traffi c switch is ongoing; bridge 
demolition to take place in May

Timeline: March 2019-early 2021

Cost: $31.8 million

Funding sources: Hays County,TxDOT

  8   FM 1101 widening

The project will widen the road to provide 
a continuous left-turn lane from Hwy. 46 
to 0.5 miles north of FM 306, or 2.79 miles, 
and also includes bike lanes and sidewalks.

Status: expected completion by end of April

Cost: $5.69 million

Funding source: TxDOT

  9   Loop 337 expansion

The project will widen Loop 337 for 6.7 
miles. It will be converted from two to four 
lanes and will include pedestrian accom-
modations, improving safety and mobility.

Status: The project is ahead of schedule. 
A traffi c switch is in effect in front of New 
Braunfels High School.

Timeline: November 2018- March 2021

Cost: $42.3 million

Funding sources: local funding, TxDOT, 
Alamo Area Metropolitan Planning Orga-
nization

 10   San Antonio Bridge

Weight restrictions and narrow travel 
lanes and sidewalks will be addressed 
by a construction project that will ex-
pand the lanes to 15 feet wide. The new 
sidewalks will be 8 feet wide. The proj-
ect will also include new dark sky-com-
pliant light fi xtures and new railing.

Status: Construction will begin after 
Labor Day.

Timeline: Project is expected to take 
15-18 months

Cost: $4.5 million

Funding source: TxDOT
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A new bill in the Texas Legislature 
could set up traffi c safety corridors 
and increase traffi c fi nes on the 
state’s most dangerous roadways.

According to the Texas Department 
of Transportation, there has been at 
least one fatality from motor vehicle 
crashes on Texas roadways every 
day since Nov. 7, 2000, resulting in 
60,000 deaths.

While TxDOT has brought awareness 
to trying to end the streak, an Austin 
lawmaker has proposed legislation to 
increase fi nes in newly created traffi c 
safety corridors.

State Rep. Vikki Goodwin, D-Austin, 
introduced House Bill 2841 to the 
Legislature on March 1. The proposed 
bill would allow TxDOT to designate 
areas with high traffi c fatality rates 

as safety corridors. TxDOT would 
determine the zones based on data, 
according to Goodwin. 

A sign would be placed at both ends 
of the corridor and traffi c violations 
within those areas would bring 
double the fi ne to motorists. Revenue 
collected would go back to support-
ing law enforcement efforts in the 
corridor.

HOW IT WORKS

Legislation proposal would double traffic fines on dangerous roadways
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“Bobbi” by Louis Garcia

Showing
Saturday, February 16 
10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Special

“Hidden Valley Spring” by Sally Minter

“A Flower for a Day, 

Art for a Lifetime”

SUMMER REGISTRATION 
BEGINS APRIL 1 AT 8AM

625-7827

Convenient outpatient imaging. 

Same-day appointments. Same-day results. 

We accept your doctor's imaging script. Call us to schedule!

MRI    CT    3D AND 4D ULTRASOUND  X-RAY
3D MAMMOGRAPHY    BONE DENSITY

LSTAR IMAGING IS  NOW OPEN!

1763 Medica l  Way  New Braunfe ls ,  TX 78132 
tel: (830)  625-7827    fax: (830) 584-0838

www.LStarImaging .com



who are going to be hurt by this.”
Vulcan Construction Materials 

says rock will only be extracted from 
above the water table, and the water 
they use will be recycled. 

Of the 1,500 acres of Vulcan 
property, they say 60 percent will be 
used for mining while the remaining 
600 acres will be saved for setbacks, 
non-mining use, and natural land-
scape.

Though based in Alabama, Vul-
can operates 15 quarries throughout 
Texas, and has been mining in the 
San Antonio area since the 1970s. 
Spokesman Scott Burnham said the 
company is aware of the require-
ments to operate in Texas.

“We operate in one of the most 
regulated industries in the country,” 
he said. “For more than a year, we’ve 
been listening and working with the 
community on developing a safe and 
responsible plan.” 

When Smith makes a recommen-
dation to TCEQ at the end of the con-
tested case, Hopmann said it is likely 
that TCEQ will uphold that opinion, 
though there have been instances in 
the past when they have overruled 
it. Hopmann said he would expect 
to see either side of the case appeal, 
depending on the outcome.

XXXXXXXXXXX

NEWS REPORT

Residents spoke at final hearing before fate of project is decided

Citizens await final decision from state on rock 
quarry plant planned for local residential area

The six-month-long contested case 
proceeding regarding an air qual-
ity permit for Vulcan Construction 
Materials began March 6 at the Comal 
County Courthouse. Approximately 
200 area residents gathered in the 
courtroom to protest the permit for a 
quarry and rock-crusher to be built 
along State Hwy. 46 and FM 3009. 

A� er two public comment periods 
in 2017 and 2018, the Texas Com-
mission for Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) turned the case over to the 
State O�  ce of Administrative Hear-
ings (SOAH) which will conduct the 
proceedings. 

SOAH Judge Rebecca Smith held 
the March 6 hearing and � nalized the 
list of a� ected parties, which includes 
Comal ISD, Stop 3009 Vulcan Quarry, 
the Smithson Heritage Valley Oaks 
POA, and others. The case must be 
determined within 6 months.

“The administrative law judge 
will make recommendations to the 
commissioners of the TCEQ for their 
consideration in approving or deny-
ing the permit application,” Andrew 
Keese, public relations specialist at 
TCEQ said.

Because the rock-crushing machin-
ery is portable and could potentially 
be transported to di� erent areas 
within the quarry’s land, many 
residents were concerned that their 
homes may be a� ected, even though 
they were outside of the a� ected area 
indicated in Vulcan’s proposed map. 
Smith allowed residents up to � ve 
miles away to be included in the case.

Those that spoke at the hear-
ing brought up concerns about air 
quality and dusty winds; local roads 
and increased tra�  c; the e� ects on 
animals from earth tremors during 
quarry blasts; and water quality and 
conservation, as the quarry is located 
on the Trinity and Edwards Aquifers.

Chris Hopmann, spokesman for 
the Stop 3009 Vulcan Quarry group, 
said the quarry may even bring down 
home values in the surrounding area 
as well.

“This is a beautiful property,” 
Hopmann said. “And there are people 
with homes and businesses out here 

BY ANNA DAUGHERTY

Nearly two years ago Vulcan 
Quarry began the steps to 
be able to set up shop near 
residential neighborhoods.

At a contested case proceeding March 6, area resident Michael Zimmerman reviews 
the boundary map of the proposed  Vulcan Quarry with Vulcan legal representatives 
to debate the inclusion of his property as an affected area.

SOURCE: TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Nearly two years ago Vulcan 
Quarry began the steps to 
be able to set up shop near 
residential neighborhoods.the process

June 27, 2017
Vulcan Quarry fi les a 
permit with the TCEQ July 5, 2017-

Aug. 30, 2017
First public comment 
period

Feb. 27, 2018
Second public meeting

Jan. 19, 2018-
Feb. 27, 2018
Second public comment 
period

March 6, 2019
Public meeting—contested 
case hearing

ANNA DAUGHERTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

to home
Many residents within fi ve miles 
of the proposed Vulcan Quarry 
oppose the project.

46

3009

1863

N

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

Fall 2019
SOAH judge will issue a 
verdict on the permit

Sept. 9, 2018
TCEQ executive director 
provides formal written 
responses to the comments

Aug. 8, 2017
First public meeting

Mined
Not mined
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Call us now to learn how our experienced, specially-trained professionals will develop a customized care plan for you.

SPECIALIZED LTACH  PROGRAMS:
PAM SPECIALTY HOSPITAL OF NEW BRAUNFELS • PAM SPECIALTY HOSPITAL OF LULING

WARM SPRINGS REHABILITATION HOSPITAL OF KYLE

Commonly treated conditions include:
•  Complex Pulmonary Disorders
•  Complex Decubitus/Pressure Ulcers
• Multiple System Failure
• Severe Strokes
• Infectious Diseases
• General Acute Illnesses
•  Chronic Disease Management

Programs and services, tailored to the complex needs of our patients include:
• Ventilator Weaning
•  24-hour Respiratory Therapy
•  Cardiac Monitoring and Telemetry
• Complex Wound Care
• IV Antibiotics and Infusions

SPECIALIZED REHABILITATION PROGRAMS:

• Amputee 
• Aquatic
• Brain Injury
• Stroke 
• Trauma

• Orthopedic Conditions
• Neurological Conditions
• Spinal Cord Injuries
• Pulmonary Disease
• Hip Fracture

•  Outpatient Therapy  
Services

Certificate of Distinction  
for Stroke Rehabilitation

Certificate of Distinction 
for Respiratory Failure 

Management

200 Memorial Drive
Luling, TX  78648

Main 830.875.8400

1445 Hanz Drive
New Braunfels, TX  78130
Main 830.627.7600

For more information on any of our locations, visit www.postacutemedical.com

5980 Kyle Parkway 
Kyle, Texas 78640

Main 512.262.0821

THE MOST TRUSTED SOURCE FOR POST ACUTE CARE IN EVERY COMMUNITY WE SERVE
Specialized LTACH Programs • Specialized Rehabilitation Programs

TISHA ENDSLEY |  512-686-4507TODD HAYS |  512-834-9294CECI BURKLOW | 512-667-7300

NEW HOMES IN SAN MARCOS FROM THE MID-$200’S  |  LaCimaTX.com
Happy Easter Y’all!



 COMAL ISD  Thirteen middle school students showcased 
their speaking skills Feb. 22 as they competed in Comal 
ISD’s second annual Comal Speaks contest.

Jenna Wenzel, an eighth-grader at Church Hill Middle 
School, was named the district champion of the competi-
tion for her confidence, voice and speaking skills.

The students representing each of the district’s seven 
middle schools competed for the championship title at the 
district’s headquarters. 

The competitors were each given a topic related to 
character traits, consisting of responsibility, respect, 
judgment, honesty, integrity, courtesy, confidence, team-
work, empathy and perseverance. The students were given 

three minutes to prepare their 
responses and three minutes to 
present their speeches to three 
judges.

Wenzel said perseverance was 
the trait she feels is hardest to 
manage, providing a personal 
example.

“It is sometimes hard to con-
vince yourself to keep going,” 
Wenzel said, adding that she 
showed her own perseverance by attending the day’s com-
petition although she was not feeling well.

NBISD criminal justice 
students to compete 
in state competition
 NEW BRAUNFELS ISD   After winning 
first place at the district competi-
tion in February, Liam Domer, a 
sophomore at New Braunfels High 
School, will compete at the Skill-
sUSA state competition in the job 
interview category. 

Five of Domer’s teammates also 
placed at the district competition 
and will compete at the state level. 
The competition will take place in 
Corpus Christi on April 4-7.

San Antonio Sports 
Hall of Fame inducts 
NBISD’s Jim Streety
 NEW BRAUNFELS ISD  Athletic 
Director Jim Streety was inducted 
into the San Antonio Sports Hall 
of Fame during a reception and 
dinner March 9 at the Henry B. 
Gonzalez Convention Center in San 
Antonio.

Streety joins other 2019 induct-
ees Bruce Collie, a former NFL 
player; Malik Rose, a former San 
Antonio Spurs player; and Dr. 
David R. Schmidt, an orthopedic 
surgeon and team physician for the 
San Antonio Spurs.

In 2014, Streety assumed the 
position of NBISD athletic director. 
With 343 career wins as a football 
coach, he currently ranks No. 5 in 
Texas high school football. During 
his 40-year career, he coached two 
teams—New Braunfels High School 
and Madison 
High School. 
His teams made 
the playoffs 
26 times, with 
seven of those 
teams making 
it to the state 
semifinals. Jim Streety

Jenna Wenzel

News from Comal ISD and New Braunfels ISD

 COMAL ISD  Students, parents, school 
board members and administrators 
braved the 28-degree temperature to 
officially break ground on High School 
No. 5, located at 810 Kinder Parkway, 
on March 4. 
Comal ISD Superintendent Andrew 
Kim spoke to event attendees about 
the impact the new campus will have 
on the growing district once it opens 
in August 2021. 

The school is located on the land 
adjacent to Pieper Ranch Middle 
School. It was funded through a $263.5 
million Comal ISD bond initiative 
that was passed by voters in 2017. Of 
that, $123.8 million will go toward the 

2,500-student capacity high school.
Hosted by architect Pfluger Asso-

ciates LP and contractor Bartlett 
Cocke General Contractors, students, 
parents, school board trustees, district 
employees and community members 
attended the groundbreaking cere-
mony.

A small group of PRMS students 
who will be among the first to attend 
the district’s newest school wore hard 
hats and picked up gold shovels to 
participate in the groundbreaking 
event. They were joined by PTA repre-
sentatives. 

Comal ISD board of trustees mem-
bers were also in attendance.

Comal ISD’s fifth high school is set to open in 2021

COMPILED BY RACHEL NELSONEDUCATION BRIEFS

Comal ISD Meets April 25 and May 14 
at 6 p.m. • CISD District Office, 1404 
N. I-35, New Braunfels• 830-221-2000  
www.comalisd.org

New Braunfels ISD Meets April 15 
and May 20 at 6 p.m. • NBISD Education 
Center, 430 W. Mill St., New Braunfels 
830-643-5705 • www.nbisd.org

MEETINGS

Eighth-grader Jenna Wenzel wins second annual Comal Speaks competition

A few Comal ISD students who will be among the first to attend the district’s High School 
No. 5 donned hard hats at the official ground breaking ceremony March 4.
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Six criminal justice students won first 
place at their district competition.

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 N
E

W
 B

R
A

U
N

FE
LS

 IS
D

New Braunfels edition • April 2019 13

SCHOLARSHIP DASH
Saturday, May 4

8am | Landa Park
HOWARD
PAYNE
UNIVERSITY

DISCOVER

Discover
HOWARD PAYNE UNIVERSITY
To Support College Students
  

hputx.edu/nb/5k
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Since 1936

Serving the New Braunfels 
Community for 37 Years.

Jeslyn Sabol, O.D. Suzanne Turner, O.D. Richard Brodtmann, O.D.

CALL US TO SCHEDULE A VISIT!
WE ACCEPT WALK�INS.
101 IH-35 S New Braunfels, TX 78130 
(830) 629-1248

www.newbraunfelstso.com

35

N. BUSINESS 

INTERSTATE HWY. 35

S. SEGUIN AVE.

SPRING IS ALMOST HERE!
BRING IN THIS AD TO RECEIVE 

20% OFF
YOUR SUNGLASSES PURCHASE*

*Offer is valid until the end of August and cannot be com-
bined with insurance. Selections include Costa, Ray-Ban, 
Versace, Michael Kors, Polo, Coach, Armani Exchange, 

Carrera, Guess, Prada, Ralph Lauren, & Swarovski. 

NOW ACCEPTING MEDICARE

When an outage strikes, be prepared.  
Remember to report outages quickly:

• Via the SmartHub mobile app 
• By calling 888-883-3379
• Visiting pec.smarthub.coop

Monitor outages online at https://outages.pec.coop.

Stay ahead of spring storms

If seasonal allergies have made you dread going outside, 
we can help. With our allergy expertise, you can find 
treatment for a full range of indoor and outdoor allergy 
problems. So take a deep breath, and call us

Primary Care near you.

Schedule an appointment today.
  Med1st.com         844-8-MY-DOCS

Itching for 
allergy relief?

Janell Sosa, M.D.
Now at our  

newest location.

MedFirst – Villas  
66 Gruene Park Dr., Suite 205  
New Braunfels, TX 78130
MedFirst – New Braunfels  
545 Creekside Way, Suite 106 
New Braunfels, TX 78130

New Location 
MedFirst - Westpointe Village 
2648 Loop 337  
New Braunfels, TX 78132 

35
337



New Braunfels City Council Meets 
second and fourth Monday of each 
month at 6 p.m. • 550 Landa St., New 
Braunfels • 830-221-4000		
www.nbtexas.org

Comal County Commissioners 
Court Meets Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. 
100 Main Plaza, New Braunfels 830-
221-1100 • www.co.comal.tx.us

Guadalupe County Commissioners 
Court Meets Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 101 
E. Court  St., Seguin • 830-303-8869 	
www.co.guadalupe.us

MEETINGS

CITY & COUNTY

City seeks to erect 2 
gateway monument 
signs along highway
 NEW BRAUNFELS   In preparation for 
the city’s 175th anniversary in 2020, 
the city hopes to install two gateway 
monument signs along I-35. 

Stephen Hanz, a member of the 
New Braunfels Chamber committee 
that is steering the 175th anniver-
sary celebration, presented the 
designs to City Council on March 
25. The council approved the 
design of the signs. The structures 
also require approval from the 
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion because they will be located 
within the state’s right of way 
along I-35.   

Data: County benefits 
from bond, house arrest
  COMAL COUNTY  On April 21, Allison 
Sayler of the county’s adult probation 
division provided data to the Comal 
County Commissioners Court on 
showing county savings that resulted 
from inmates being released on bond 
or house arrest. She shared between 
Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2018, 66 defendants 
were released by district and county 
court-at-law judges.  

City passes ordinance banning electric scooters
 NEW BRAUNFELS  At its March 25 meet-
ing, the city approved the final read-
ing of an ordinance prohibiting shared 
mobility services in New Braunfels, 
including motor-assisted scooters and 
electric bikes.

 The permanence of the regulations 

will depend on ongoing safety studies 
and the development of future infra-
structure in the city, officials said.

Council Member Shane Hines cast 
the one dissenting vote, citing that 
there is not yet enough information 
surrounding the issue. 

News from New Braunfels, Comal County and Guadalupe County

Citizens push for weed mat removal  in Lake Dunlap
 NEW BRAUNFELS    Cit-
izens at the March 25 
New Braunfels City 
Council meeting advo-
cated for the removal of 
weed mats from Lake 
Dunlap. The mats are 
made up of the accu-
mulation of aquatic 
vegetation. 

While the lake is 
not located in the city 
limits, Charles Irvine, 
an environmental 
lawyer representing the 
Preserve Lake Dunlap 
Association, said the city 
has a responsibility to 
remove the mats.

“We come to you in a 
spirit of cooperation and 

a spirit of coordination,” 
Irvine said. “We’ve been 
in discussions with staff 
and the city attorney to 
try and figure out what 
is the way that we can 
try to move past this.”

Dr. Thom Hardy, chief 
science officer at the 
Texas State University’s 
Meadows Center for 
Water and the Environ-
ment, analyzed where 
the mats are coming 
from. His findings 
concluded a majority of 
them originate in Landa 
Lake before making 
their way down the 
Comal River before spill-
ing into Lake Dunlap.

Irvine and the PLDA 
said the mats accumu-
late litter as they float 
downstream, posing 
health and safety risks. 

“Maybe we can 
reconvene in the fall and 
see where we end up,” 
Irvine said. “… We’re 
not about to file any law-
suits right now; I mean 
this is not where we are. 
We want to work with 
the city and find a solu-
tion to this problem.”

The Meadows Center 
will cover the costs and 
logistics of conduct-
ing the first test run of 
weed mat removal this 
summer. 

The Comal County 
Commissioners Court 

unanimously approved the acceptance 
of five German shepherd puppies that 
were donated by Dr. James Rierson, a 
veterinarian at Creek View Veterinary 
Clinic in New Braunfels. The dogs are 
named Gunner, Bandit, Big Tex, Joker 
and Ranger. They will be used in the 
Comal County Sheriff’s Office K-9 unit. 

NUMBER TO KNOW

“WE’RE GOING TO DO THE 
[CENSUS] DIFFERENTLY 
NEXT YEAR. WE’RE GOING 
TO BE ABLE TO DO IT ONLINE, 
OVER THE PHONE OR YOU 
CAN STILL DO THE PAPER 
QUESTIONNAIRE, BUT YOU 
HAVE TO REQUEST IT NOW.”

— RICHARD CASTANON, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU 
REPRESENTATIVE

QUOTE OF NOTE

 COMAL COUNTY  Those interested 
in attending Commissioners Court 
meetings will no longer have to 
make their way to the Comal County 
courthouse. At the March 21 regular 
meeting, County Clerk Bobbie Koepp 
announced video streaming will be 
implemented for the court meetings in 
coming weeks. 

 COMAL COUNTY   The Comal County 
Commissioners Court held a workshop 
March 28 to consider implementing 
a new voting system that will allow 
all county residents the flexibility 
to vote at any polling location. The 
change will require approval from the 
Commissioners Court as well as the 
secretary of state. If the initiative passes 
through the proper channels, voters will 
have the choice of casting ballots at 25 
locations.

COUNTY HIGHLIGHTS

5 
City recreation center now offers book kiosk to 
serve New Braunfels Public Library cardholders
 NEW BRAUNFELS  In a March 15 news 
release, the city of New Braunfels 
announced the implementation of a 
book kiosk at Das Rec, located at 345 
Landa St., New Braunfels. 

The kiosk comes as a gift from the 
New Braunfels Public Library Founda-
tion. It is a vending machine that may 
be accessed by library card holders.

“It would be difficult to overstate 
how well-received Das Rec has been 
in the New Braunfels community,” 
Library Director Gretchen Pruett 
said. “It was the ideal location for 
the library’s book kiosk, and it will 
enhance the experiences of both 
library and Das Rec patrons. We 
cannot thank the foundation enough 
for supporting this vision.”

Items from the kiosk are available 
for standard library loan periods—
three weeks for books and audio-
books and one week for DVDs.

The foundation is a nonprofit 

whose mission is to secure private 
funding to meet the library’s needs 
for program development and 
improvement of services and facil-
ities that are not normally met by 
public funding.

COMPILED BY RACHEL NELSON
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Visitors of Das Rec are now able to access 
library resources on site.

This rendering shows the nighttime 
view of two planned city gateway signs.  
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MEASURABLE BENEFITS
The data reflects the financial impacts of 
bond and house arrest cases between 
Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2018.

Defendants sentenced 
to house arrest

19  

Days of jail time 
eliminated

1,549  
Total county 
savings

$117,724

Court fees 
collected

$1,180

New Braunfels edition • April 2019 15
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WESTPOINTE
village

WESTPOINTE
village

659 Mission Hill Run New Braunfels, TX 78132
(270) 703-4075 | Hunter.Weakley@Chesmar.com

Text “Westpointe” to 313131 for more information

LAST CHANCE!
659 Mission Hill Run New Braunfels, TX 78132

(270) 703-4075 | Hunter.Weakley@Chesmar.com
Text “Westpointe” to 313131 for more information

The Enclave at

THESE HOMES 
AVAILABLE NOW! BUSINESS JOURNAL

634 Mission Hill Run 626 Mission Hill Run

626 Mission Hill Run

Resolute Health Hospital provides: 
   Heart Care
   Orthopedics
   Women’s Services / Labor & Delivery
   Minimally-invasive Robotic Surgery (the only 
hospital in New Braunfels with this technology)

   Emergency Care

Plus, we’re the only hospital in Comal County to earn 
an A by the Leapfrog Safety Group.

At Resolute Health, we never forget there’s more 
to care than medicine. There’s compassion. 
Attentiveness. And a healthy dose of kindness. 
Which is why, when it comes to your care, all of 
us are here to treat you and your family well.

Visit ResoluteHealth.com or call (855) 979-2229.

Award-winning 
healthcare is 
important. Knowing 
we care is essential.

A COMMUNITY BUILT ON   TRUST

555 Creekside Crossing, New Braunfels, TX 78130
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Last day of early voting: April 30
Election day: May 4

First day of early voting: April 22
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: April 23

 IMPORTANT DATES

 

Registered voters in New Braunfels can cast 
their ballots at the Comal County Election 
Center during early voting. Election day 
locations are organized by precinct. 

Elections
City of New Braunfels

District 2 

Justin Meadows, incumbent 

Bryan Mortenson 

Krystal Bolden 

New Braunfels ISD

Member at large candidates 

Wes Clark, incumbent 

David Heefner, incumbent 

Michael Trevino 

New Braunfels ISD has two at large seats, and 
the top two contenders will fi ll them.

Early voting locations
  1   Comal County Election Center 

396 N. Seguin Ave., New Braunfels

SOURCES: CITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS, COMAL COUNTY ELECTIONS OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Ballot and Polling LOCATIONS

COMPILED BY RACHEL NELSON

Early voting hours

April 22-23, 25-26, 30: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

April 24 and 29: 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

April 27: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Election day locations
  2   District 1: Westside Community 
Center 

2932 S. I-35, New Braunfels

  3   District 2: New Braunfels First Church 
of the Nazarene 

210 W. Klein Road, New Braunfels 

  4   District 3: Seele Elementary 

540 Howard St., New Braunfels 

  5   District 4: Faith United Church  
of Christ 

970 N. Loop 337, New Braunfels 

  6   District 5: Lamar Elementary 

240 N. Central Ave., New Braunfels 

  7    District 6: Walnut Springs Elementary 

1900 S. Walnut Ave., New Braunfels

Election day hours 

May 4: 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Voters who cannot obtain one of the seven acceptable forms of photo ID due to a 
reasonable impediment may present a supporting form of identifi cation and execute a 
Reasonable Impediment Declaration.

Texas voters are required to present one of seven specifi c forms 
of photo identifi cation before they may cast their ballots. Voters 
must present one of the following forms of ID to vote: 

Supporting forms of ID that can be presented for voters with a reasonable impediment are: 

• Valid voter registration certifi cate
• Original certifi ed birth certifi cate
• Copy of or original current utility bill
• Copy of or original bank statement
• Copy of or original government check

• Copy of or original paycheck
• Copy of or original government 

document with voter’s name and an 
address (original required if it contains a 
photograph)

For additional information regarding voter ID laws, go to the Secretary of State Offi ce’s 
website, www.votetexas.gov/register-to-vote/need-id.html.

*ISSUED BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
SOURCE: SECRETARY OF STATE OFFICE’S WEBSITE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Texas driver’s 
license*

U.S. citizenship 
certifi cate with photo

Texas License To 
Carry a handgun

U.S. passportU.S. military ID 
card with photo

DRIVER

U.S. CITIZEN

LTC

PASSPORT

U
SA

MILITARY

Voter ID
REQUIRED

Texas Election 
Identifi cation 

Certifi cate*

ELECTION

Texas personal 
ID card

PERSONAL

Projects for the $120 million city bond 
package are listed below. An additional 
$3 million would go toward preliminary 
engineering reports.

Proposition 1—streets: $44.51M* 
Goodwin/Conrads Lane reconstruction: 
$21.4M 
Klein Road reconstruction, Phase 2: $13M 
Citywide streets improvements: $15M 
Additional streets funding: $3.11M 
*$8 million of funding would be contributed 

2019 BOND ELECTION
from roadway impact fees. 

Proposition 2—parks and recreation: 
$16.55M** 
Comal Cemetery wall stabilization: $5.26M 
Sports fi eld complex construction, Phase 1: 
$25.78M 
All-abilities park enhancements: $500,000 
**$15M would be contributed from the New 
Braunfels Economic Development Corp. 

Proposition 3—public safety: $50.42M 
Fire Station No. 3 replacement: $6.74M 
Police department facility: $36.31M 
Fire Station No. 2 replacement: $7.37M 

Proposition 4—library: $5.53M 
New library: $5.53M 
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Membership eligibility required. Loans subject to credit approval. Rates and terms subject to change 
without notice. The specific rate will depend on your credit rating and term. Home Equity Loans are 
available only on property in Texas. As a safeguard, a 12-day cooling off period is required by Texas law 
before Home Equity Loans may be closed. There is also a three-day right of rescission after closing before 
the funds may be disbursed. Minimum loan amount is $4,000. Borrower will be responsible for certain 
closing costs, if required, such as title, insurance, appraisal fee and survey costs. Actual APR may vary and 
is based on individual credit worthiness. NMLS# 583215

Consolidate Debt
Improve Your Home
Pay for College

Dream More.
Pay Less.

Get a Home Equity Loan From a Lender You Trust.

Learn more at nbutexas.com/conservation.

Knowing the new watering 
guidelines is what matters.
A change to the Code of Ordinances will allow 
New Braunfels Utilities Customers to water TWO DAYS 
PER WEEK during non-drought, rather than any day of 
the week. Watering methods and times will remain the 
same. The new watering schedule is based on the last 
digit of your address:

Changes to the non-drought watering 
schedule take effect June 1, 2019.

LAST DIGIT WATERING DAYS

0, 2, 4, 6, or 8 Monday/Thursday

1, 3, 5, 7, or 9 Tuesday/Friday

No Address Monday/Friday

The Simple Life

ASHTON WOODS HOMES • BELLA VISTA HOMES • GEHAN HOMES
HIGHLAND HOMES • PRINCETON CLASSIC HOMES

NOW PRE-SELLING! NEW HOMES FROM THE LOW $200s

MeyerRanchTx.com 
Graphics, photographs and maps shown are representational only and should not be relied upon as depictions of existing or proposed

community improvements. Final development may differ from these representations. Subject to change without notice.

Community Green / Historic Heimer House On-site / Pocket Parks

Recreation Fields / Hike & Bike Trails / Comal ISD Schools

Follow us @ MeyerRanchNB 

35

337

< CRANES MILL RD.

46

NEW BRAUNFELS

830-213-7397

MODELS OPENING SUMMER 2019



New Braunfels edition • April 2019 19

Dancing Bear

1632 Hunter Road, New Braunfels

830-629-2059

Mon.-Wed. 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Thu. 10 
a.m.-7 p.m., Fri. and Sun. 10 a.m.-8 
p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-7:30 a.m.
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1. The fi rst business Oscar Dueñas and 
Beth Fuselier acquired was Gruene 
Gardens, which is in Dancing Bear’s 
backyard. Dancing Bear carries a mix of 
items, including home goods, jewelry 
and accessories. 2. Fuselier and Dueñas 
like that their store appeals to all fi ve 
senses. This room in particular aims to 
appeal to a customer’s sense of smell. 
The scent chips at Dancing Bear (seen 
in the lower left corner of the photo) are 
made nearby in San Antonio. 3. Fuselier 
and Dueñas said they enjoy owning a 
business in the Gruene Historic District 
because they get to meet so many 
new people and learn about different 
cultures.

BUSINESS FEATURE

 T  he building that now houses the 
Dancing Bear was built in the 

early 1900s as a wedding gi�  for H.D. 
Gruene’s daughter. Gruene is the son 
of the site’s original settlers. 

Now owned by Oscar Dueñas and 
Beth Fuselier, Dancing Bear has an 
eclectic mix of home goods, jewelry 
and accessories. The pair brings 
together new and innovative � nds 
from various independent artists and 
designers.

“We always look for local people 
when we [source for merchandise] 
instead of � nding things that are more 
corporate,” Dueñas said. 

Dueñas and Fuselier purchased 
Dancing Bear in 2008 a� er running 
Gruene Gardens—in the backyard of 
Dancing Bear—for two years prior. 
Before purchasing the Gardens, they 
each worked in the corporate world, 
and they said they had never given 
much thought to owning their own 
business.

From their previous jobs, Dueñas 
had experience with pottery, and 
Fuselier was familiar with plants and 
� orals, so he said Gruene Gardens was 
an easy purchasing decision. Once 

they started running that business, 
they fell in love with Gruene and took 
the opportunity to own another piece 
of the town.

Dancing Bear was once called Ella’s 
Emporium, named a� er Gruene’s 
daughter. Each room of the emporium 
was privately owned by one of seven 
women, which gave the store a unique 
variation of goods and products. As 
the emporium changed ownership 
through the years, Dueñas and Fuse-
lier said it has always kept that same 
eclectic feel as one walks through the 
various rooms.

“We want to create an experience 
and a destination spot for customers. 
… As you walk through the store, 
you’ll notice that everything is di� er-
ent [in each room], even the music. We 
want to touch the � ve senses,” Dueñas 
said.

In June 2014, Dueñas and Fuselier 
had the opportunity to open more 
shops in New Braunfels, this time 
inside Resolute Health Hospital. 

Their stores, both Treehouse Gi� s 
downstairs and The Nest in labor and 
delivery, still carry the unique � nds 
Dancing Bear is known for.

BY CHELSEA BAGLEY

Dancing Bear
Historic business offers eclectic mix of goods

1

2 3

One of Gruene’s oldest structures
The building was 
constructed in the 
early 1900s.

The business was once 
named Ella’s Emporium

H.D. Gruene gifted 
the structure to his 
daughter, Ella.

Oscar Dueñas and Beth Fuselier 
purchased the property in 2008 
and opened 
Dancing Bear.

808 W County Line Rd,New Braunfels, TX 78130 | (830) 627-7663 | www.FellerRoofi ngNB.com

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Call today for a free estimate
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Mosquitoes vs Your Family

$25OFF
1st treatment

Win the Battle. Guaranteed.

New customers only. Expires 5/18/19. Promo: CI

No Contracts! 
512.990.2199

EmeraldLawns.com/Mosquito 

AWARD-WINNING HOMEBUILDER
JIMMY JACOBS PROUDLY ANNOUNCES

IS NOW BUILDING IN THE NEW BRAUNFELS AREA

PRICES FROM THE $300s

Contact Build-on-Your-Lot Specialist - TREVOR ROGGE 
830-444-4663 • TrevorR@GrandEndeavorHomes.com

Grand Endeavor Homes, led by President Jimmy Jacobs, is proud to bring to the 
New Braunfels area our Build-on-Your-Lot Program, including the Copper Ridge, 

Mystic Shores, Vintage Oaks and surrounding communities.

Our custom approach brings comprehensive, team-oriented support through 
each step of the homebuilding process, providing home buyers with a personal 

team who works side-by-side as your partner from beginning to end.



Myron’s Steakhouse

136 N. Castell Ave., New 
Braunfels 

830-624-1024

www.myronsprime.com

Hours: Sun.-Thu. 5-9:30 
p.m., Fri.-Sat. 5-10:30 p.m. 
The bar opens at 4 p.m.
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DINING FEATURE

 S  teve Francoviak and his wife, Jenny, met at 
Myron’s Prime Steakhouse 16 years ago. Jen-

ny’s family had just opened the restaurant, and Steve 
was hired as the bartender. 

Today, Steve and Jenny manage the restaurant 
together, and Steve said they love every minute of it.

The building began as a movie theater called 
the Palace Theatre in downtown New Braunfels in 
1924. When the Brauntex and Seekatz Opera House 
became more popular, the Palace Theatre closed 
and became a cafe in 1932.

Jenny’s father, Myron “Bill” Been, opened a steak-
house at the location in 2003.

Been had worked at multiple steakhouses since 
college and moved from Dallas to San Antonio to 
manage a restaurant there. Once he was living in the 
San Antonio area, it was not long before he found 
New Braunfels and fell in love with the city.

Been knew he wanted to open his own steakhouse 
eventually, and he had discussed plans with friends 

and colleagues for years prior. He considered many 
di� erent locations, including in New Braunfels and 
San Antonio, but when the opportunity came to 
open the restaurant in downtown New Braunfels, 
Been went for it.

Steve said people would o� en drive from out of 
town just to eat at Myron’s, so they decided to open 
a second location in San Antonio in August 2011.

The couple said they attribute the restaurant’s 
success to a family atmosphere and amazing cus-
tomer service.

“We’ll go out of our way to make things right,” 
Steve said. “We’ve always stayed by that.”

The restaurant has special events throughout the 
year, including a spirits dinner on the second or 
third Thursday of the month and a wine dinner on 
the last Thursday of the month. The restaurant also 
o� ers regular daily specials, usually consisting of a 
soup du jour, a chef-selected � sh entree and a steak 
that is not regularly o� ered on the menu. 

BY CHELSEA BAGLEY

Myron’s Prime Steakhouse
Former theater now houses upscale downtown restaurant 

Guests can enjoy the colorful caprese salad as a meal or 
add it on to another dish ($12.95).

The wine menu is longer than the steak menu, and the 
waitstaff is well-versed in its offerings.

THREE THINGS TO TRY

The wasabi-seared tuna is a popular non-steak menu 
item ($17.95). 

A fi ne dining atmosphere
Guests who walk into Myron’s Prime 
Steakhouse in downtown New Braunfels 
will notice an upscale, dimly lit environ-
ment. Steve Francoviak, who manages 
the restaurant with his wife, said it is not 
uncommon for customers to visit from 
out of town. 
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MAKE SUMMER MATTER
register for camp

830.620.4243 www.tbarm.org
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 CONTINUED FROM 1

 back in time once you step over [into] 
that historic district, it feels like. It’s 
never changed.”

According to Crystal Kinman, mar-
keting manager for the Molak Corp., 
Ernst Gruene immigrated to what is 
now known as Gruene in 1845. He and 
his wife planted 9,000 acres of cotton 
and started a family. A sharecropping 
opportunity drew 20-30 families who 
helped work the land. 

The early days consisted of a mer-
cantile, bank and post o�  ce. A dance 
hall—now operating as Gruene Hall—
was built to serve as a social center.

“So it was pretty much a little town, 
you know?” Kinman said.

DEVASTATION STRIKES

The 1920s threatened to end 
Gruene’s heyday for good. In 1922, the 
cotton gin burned down.

“All that’s remaining is the brick 

boiler room, which is the three-story 
part of the Gristmill [restaurant] now,” 
Kinman said. 

Seven years later, in 1929, Gruene 
was not immune to the stock market 
crash. To make matters more dire, an 
infestation of boll weevils destroyed 
the cotton crop.

“Everything just kind of went down-
hill from there,” Kinman said. “… It 
was a ghost town except for [Gruene 
Hall] until the 1970s,” which has been 
the only establishment to survive 
Gruene’s ups and downs. 

Today, Gruene Hall is Texas’ oldest 
continually operating dance hall, Kin-
man said. 

“No matter what you’re doing, you 
always need a drink,” Kinman said.

A RESURGENCE

In the 1970s, a kayaking trip by a 
University of Texas architecture stu-
dent sparked a vision that helped 
bring Gruene back to life. 

“[Chuck Kaufman] was kayak-
ing down the Guadalupe River and 
thought he would just come up and 
check it out,” Kinman said. “He just 
found all these buildings up here and 
fell in love with them. He was kind of 
the one who started getting this area 
on the national register.”

While there were talks of tearing the 
historic structures down to build con-
dos, Kaufman began cataloging the 
buildings, taking photos and making 
steps to historically protect them.

The e� ort to preserve Gruene con-
tinued in 1975 when stockbroker Pat 
Molak was looking to change his career 
path. He saw an ad in Texas Monthly 
advertising businesses for sale in the 
area. Speci� cally, Molak had been in 
the market for a bar, saloon and dance 
hall.

“He came and checked out the 
buildings, and they actually walked 
in the front door here [in Gruene Hall], 
and there were some people up there 
drinking some beer, and he had to use 
the restroom. He saw [the back of the 
building] and had to have it,” Kinman 
said. 

Largely attributable to Kaufman and 
Molak’s e� orts, the Gruene Historic 
District was o�  cially adopted into the 
National Register of Historic Places in 
1975. 

“When they get those designations 
it helps them bring in heritage tourists, 
which, of course, helps them bring in 
more dollars to bene� t the commu-
nity,” said Leah Brown, media rela-
tions coordinator for the Texas Histori-
cal Commission.

According to Brown, a district must 

be at least 50 years old to qualify for 
the national designation. It must also 
undergo an evaluation to determine 
the signi� cance of a district in a given 
period. 

“[Historic districts] like Gruene are 
important because they preserve the 
historical fabric of di� erent commu-
nities that played an important part in 
what Texas is and how Texas became 
the state that it is today,” Brown said. 
“National districts are particularly 
interesting because they tell a more 
cohesive story.”

Although Kaufman had a passion 
for Gruene, Kinman said he fell on 
hard times at one point and almost 
sold Gruene’s most iconic feature—the 
water tower. He owned the building 
where the Gristmill restaurant oper-
ates today as well as the tower.

“He had a crane [attached to the 
water tower] and was going to sell 
it,” Kinman said, adding that he was 
stopped in the act. “If you look, there 
is still a dent where the crane was 
attached.”

MODERN-DAY GRUENE

King remembers an empty pasture 
where the Gruene River Village shop-
ping center sits today. Although not 
part of the Gruene Historic District, 
new businesses along Gruene Road are 
beginning to move toward it.

“There’s just so much growth in this 
area. There is nothing we can do to 
stop it, and I don’t know if we would 
want to if we could,” Kinman said. “I 
don’t think it’s a� ected us too much. 
We’re just kind of our own little town. 
We’re happy for it. We’re glad they’re 
coming.”

King said she has heard Gruene’s 
uno�  cial motto is “Gently resisting 
change since 1872.” However, even 
with the historic structures still intact, 
Gruene continues to evolve.

“We’re always just trying to enhance 
this and make things better with our 
businesses and events and o� er di� er-
ent kinds of food,” King said, adding 
that the strawberry cake at Mozie’s is 
“the best dessert in the world.”

New Braunfels resident Coy Miller 
said he is also a frequenter of Mozie’s. 
He has lived in New Braunfels for 10 
years and said he visits Gruene a few 
times a month. 

“The best part would probably be 
Gruene Hall, the venue,” He said. 
“There are so many random people 
coming around playing, and there’s 
a couple good spots to eat over there, 
too.”

Although many of the live music 
events in Gruene are free to the public, 

1922-29
In 1922, the town cotton gin 
burned down. The stock mar-
ket crashed in 1929, and a boll 
weevil infestation destroyed 
the cotton crops.

1920

1950

1970

1930

1960

1980

2000

2010

1929-70
Gruene becomes a ghost town, 
with the exception of Gruene 
Hall, which still operated as a 
bar and dance hall.

TODAY
The Gruene Historic District 
serves as a tourist attraction 
as well as a local hot spot. The 
unique businesses are an eco-
nomic generator for the city of 
New Braunfels.
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SOURCE: GRUENE HISTORIC DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

1975
Pat Molak saw an ad in Texas 
Monthly magazine advertising 
businesses for sale in the area. 
Molak was in the market for 
a saloon and dance hall and 
ultimately purchased many of 
the buildings in Gruene.
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1845
Ernst Gruene immigrated to Texas 
from Germany, settling in the area 
that was then called Goodwin. He 
and his wife planted cotton, and 
other families came to sharecrop 
the land. A dance hall was built 
that served as a social center.
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The Gruene Historic District has seen highs 
and lows through the years. Here are some 
highlights of how the area has evolved.

MMM sssomentomentoment
in time

1910

1840

1850

1830

1940
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Miller said he has gladly purchased 
tickets to see acts such as Ryan Bing-
ham, Charley Crockett and Tyler 
Childers.

“I could go back for years,” he said. 
While some of the businesses in Gruene 
are decades strong, such as Mozie’s 
and Gruene River Out� tters, others 
continue to make a home in Gruene. 
Gruene Hat Co., which opened in the 
Mercantile Building at 1601 Hunter 
Road in March, is the most recent 
establishment to emerge. The business 
sells name-brand cowboy hats. 

“We think it’s a perfect � t and kind 
of want to be a nice component or 
missing link there, if you will, to Texas 
heritage,” owner Cody Courtney said. 

“Our whole goal is to enhance the 
Gruene, Texas, experience.”

Courtney said he felt validated with 
his business venture when the � rst 
customer was a tourist from Germany 
who wanted to immerse himself in the 
Texas culture.

“Life’s better with a hat on,” Court-
ney said. 

THE PRESENT AND FUTURE

Many free happenings, such as 
the Holidays in Gruene series and a 
monthly Market Days event, create a 
sense of community, King said.

“It’s still a place for people to 
gather—for people to bring their 
friends and family and really enjoy 
being together,” King said. 

Although it has been revived from 
the stagnant place it was 40 years ago, 
King said those who visit Gruene today 
are able to slow down and remem-
ber a time of less hustle and bustle. 
Screened windows welcome a breeze 
into Gruene Hall where ceiling fans 
take the place of air conditioners, and 
only cash is accepted at the bar.

“People over 100 years ago would 
gather to eat, drink and dance the 
night away, and people still are, in the 
very same buildings, even today,” King 
said.

While Gruene is largely touted as a 
tourist’s community, Miller views it as 
a place for locals to enjoy year-round. 
He said he takes friends and family to 
enjoy Gruene when the opportunity 
presents. 

“I patronize that area when it’s not 
so much tourist season,” Miller said. 
“When tourists are in town, it just gets 
so crowded that I don’t go quite as 
much, but it’s a cool spot to be seen by 
all.”

rrr sssootootoot
Small-town While Gruene is listed in the 

National Register of Historic 
Places, the city of New Braunfels 
has designated four local histor-
ic districts in the community.

For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.

R
A

C
H

E
L 

N
E

LS
O

N
/C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 IM

PA
C

T 
N

E
W

SP
A

P
E

R

After experiencing a slump in the 1980s, 
the heart of New Braunfels has seen a 
revitalization effort in recent years that has 
given the area new life. 

The Sophienberg Historic District is home 
to the Sophienberg Museum and Archives, 
which houses many artifacts that tell the 
story of New Braunfels’ roots.

New Braunfels ISD is headquartered in this 
district. Many historic homes are locat-
ed in the area, which is also marked by 
mature trees.

Stock 
Historic District
The Carl Stock House is the epicenter of 
this district. It is named for German immi-
grant Carl Stock. He and his family died in 
1847’s cholera epidemic.

PHOTOS BY RACHEL NELSON/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Downtown
Mill Street 
Sophienberg
Stock

Historic Districts

Rio Terra! Ask about our specials! 

830.221.4800
RioTerraLife.com

Our community offers modern and spacious
living, with gorgeous amenities throughout! 

  
the premier senior livingvv community in New Braunf New Br New Br eaunfaunf ls!

®     

2294 Common Street  |  New Braunfels, TX New Braunfels, TNew Braunfels, T 78130 

The staple structure in Clear Springs is Clear 
Springs Restaurant, and a lakeside neighborhood 
sits behind it. Although Clear Springs is not a city 
or national historic area, the restaurant—formerly 
a saloon and dance hall—is a designated state 
historic site that dates back to the 1800s.
“You walk in the doors and you get that old-timey 
feel, especially with the antiques and everything 
on the walls,” said Clear Springs Manager Harry 
Kelly, who has worked at the restaurant for 28 
years. 

SOURCE: HARRY KELLY, CLEAR SPRINGS RESTAURANT

Along the beaten path
Clear Springs lies to the east of New Braunfels on 
Hwy. 46.

Downtown 
Historic District

Mill Street 
Historic District

Sophienberg 
Historic District
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ASR well: If the project is 
approved, nine wells will pump 
water in and out of the ground.

has been working closely with 
NBU on the feasibility and 
logistics of the ASR.

The $23 million project is 
part of NBU’s 5-year � nancial 
operating plan and would be 
funded by revenue.

STATE APPROVAL

According to NBU CEO Ian 
Taylor, the entity hopes to 
pump a mixture of water from 
its � ve blended ground and sur-
face water sources to use in the 
ASR, but the initiative would 
need to receive the go-ahead 
from the Texas Legislature in 
order to move forward. 

Mark Friberg, executive 
director of external and regu-
latory a� airs for the Edwards 
Aquifer Authority, said the 

 CONTINUED FROM 1
clearance is needed because 
current regulations prohibit 
injecting outside sources of 
water into the aquifer. 

NBU’s ASR system would 
be the � rst to be located in the 
Edwards Aquifer, while there 
are three ASRs currently oper-
ating in other aquifers across 
Texas.

Currently, NBU and the EAA 
are working together through 
an interlocal cooperative con-
tract for the development and 
use of an ASR. 

“We have an agreement that 
lays out all the things they 
need to do from a monitoring 
standpoint to make sure there 
are no negative impacts on the 
Edwards [Aquifer] or the spring 
system,” Friberg said. 

NBU Chief Operating O�  cer 

Ryan Kelso said the utility pro-
vider will monitor the area to 
ensure the integrity of the aqui-
fer is not compromised. The 
oversight will be completed by 
drilling monitor wells that will 
be positioned between the ASR 
site and the freshwater springs. 

“So if we start to see any 
communication into that 
monitor, well, that would be 
an indication that [water is] 
moving. We would have to 
alter operations,” Kelso said.

Taylor said preserving the 
aquifer’s integrity will continue 
to be a top priority and stressed 
that NBU would not incorpo-
rate treated reusable water or 
wastewater into the ASR. 

“Ultimately, this ASR proj-
ect is designed to make our 
water supply resilient, and 

that water supply includes the 
Edwards Aquifer, so we don’t 
want to do anything with an 
ASR project that may harm the 
aquifer we try to protect,” Tay-
lor said. 

MOVING FORWARD

The NBU and the EAA hope 
to see two ASR bills pass 
during the 2019 legislative 
session that will allow for the 
EAA to alter its regulations 
and allow for NBU’s project. 

The Texas House Natural 
Resources Committee that 
oversees water policy con-
vened March 26 to hear testi-
mony supporting House Bill 
481. Senate Bill 520, which 
is sponsored by state Sena-
tor Donna Campbell, R-New 
Braunfels, and co-sponsored 
by state Senator Judith Za�  r-
ini, D-Laredo, passed through 
a senate committee the follow-
ing week.

State Rep. John Kuempel, 
R-Seguin, � led HB 481.

“It’s important,” he said 
to the committee. “It allows 
NBU to more e�  ciently man-
age its treated surface water 
and groundwater by storing 
excess drinking water when it 
is available.”

Kelso said the bills will next 
move to the House and Senate 
� oor before potentially receiv-
ing � nal approval from Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott.

“I don’t know if and when 
they may actually act on the 
bills,” Kelso said. “We’re 
pretty con� dent they’re going 
to vote on it here pretty soon, 
but you never know.”

State Rep. Lyle Larson, R-San 
Antonio, the House commit-
tee chairperson, expressed a 

positive outlook on the emer-
gence of more ASR systems 
in Texas, namely the New 
Braunfels project and 
another that is being 
pursued in Buda. 

“It’s encourag-
ing to see the 
technology, and 
it’s starting 
to proliferate 
across the 
state because 
of evapora-
tion, and peo-
ple want to hold 
their drinking 
water,” Larson said. 

HOW IT WORKS

The area where the water 
would be stored is referred to 
as the brackish portion of the 
aquifer where high salt levels 
become prevalent. 

Blumberg said the con-
trasting densities between 
the brackish and fresh water 
would allow for a barrier, 
creating a bubble that would 
hold pre-treated water.

“One of the real bene� ts to 
ASR is the fact that you’re able 
to develop these projects in 
measured steps based on pre-
vious work leading up to what 
you’re about to do,” Blumberg 
said. “You’re taking these kind 
of stairstep decision points 
based on success at other 
decision points.”

NBU’s planned ASR project 
would hold 14,000 acre-feet of 
water. For perspective, Kelso 
said to imagine 1 acre of land 
covered in water that is 1 foot 
deep.

Once implemented, 7,000 
acre-feet of water would blend 
into a mixing zone of clean 

Buffer zone: The 
contrasting densities 
in native groundwater 
and treated ground-
water would blend to 
create a buffer zone, 
holding the stored 
water in place.

Confi ning zone: The confi ning 
zone refers to the solid ground 
above and below the aquifer.

New Braunfels Utilities is working on a 
un underground water storage project. 
Here is how the system would work.

SOURCE: NEW BRAUNFELS UTILITIES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Aquifer storage and 
RECOVERY SYSTEM

Native groundwater:
The Edward’s Aquifer 
water supply would 
remain separate from 
the ASR.

Stored water: The stored wa-
ter is already treated and may 
be accessed during a time of 
emergency or drought.

Target storage volume: The target storage volume, 
or TSV, is the sum of the stored water volume and the 
buffer zone volume.

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com24

PUT A SPRING IN YOUR STEP AND COME SEE US
SERVING NEW BRAUNFELS FOR OVER 70 YEARS

COMALTEX IS COMMITTED TO 
BEING YOUR INSURANCE AGENCY
We offer life and health insurance, personal 
insurance, business insurance and much more!
1110 Eikel Street  |  New Braunfels, TX 78130
830-625-7511  |  www.comaltex.com
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Fred Blumberg has helped develop aquifer storage and 
recovery systems around the world.

MEET THE ENGINEER

ADVOCATING AT THE CAPITOL

• Blumberg is part of Arcadis 
Design & Consultancy team, 
which is working to develop 
an ASR program for NBU. He 
has more than 45 years of 
experience in the planning, 
development and operation 
of water, wastewater, 
hydroelectric and reservoir 
facilities. 

• In the past, Blumberg served 
as the deputy general manager 
and chief operating offi cer of 
the Guadalupe-Blanco River 
Authority of Texas. His work has  contributed to aquifer 
storage and recovery systems, municipal and industrial water 
supply planning, watershed master planning, water rights 
consulting, and dam safety and operations.

New Braunfels Utilities’ 
ASR would hold 

acre-feet of water.
14,000

There are 

ASR systems in Texas

3 operating

More about the ASR

SOURCE: NEW BRAUNFELS UTILITIES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

and brackish water, while 
the remaining pretreated half 
would be accessible when 
needed. 

The numbers, Taylor said, 
were modeled a� er the 
amount of water that would 
be needed during a repeat of 
the drought of record, which 
occurred in the 1950s.

According to Taylor, the 
approach is more econom-
ical than other areas that 
have stored water and treated 
it post-extraction through 
expensive water desaliniza-
tion plants.

“So we chose the option 
behind curtain No. 2, which is 
to leave half [of the water] in 
the ground,” Taylor said.

THE LOCATION

Through the feasibility 
study process, Arcadis was 
led to what it believes to be an 
ideal location for the ASR that 
rests below the New Braunfels 

Regional Airport.  
According to Taylor, the 

location is bene� cial because 
it would secure the supply.

“The airport will protect us 
from people drilling in and 
taking our water,” Taylor said. 
“… We worked closely with the 
city of New Braunfels, which 
included a trip up to Fort 
Worth to visit with the Federal 
Aviation Administration to � g-
ure out how we can develop 

this non-aviation use for the 
regional airport.”

GARNERING SUPPORT

In addition to support from 
the EAA, local municipalities 
have voiced their approval as 
well. 

During March, the ASR proj-
ect received formal resolutions 
of support from Comal and Gua-
dalupe county commission-
ers as well as the city of New 
Braunfels. The Comal-Trinity 
Groundwater Conservation 
District also gave its blessing, 
and Taylor said NBU received a 
$250,000 grant from the Texas 
Water and Development Board 
to go toward the project. If HB 
481 and SB 520 are signed into 
law, NBU said it is ready to 
begin drilling wells.

“So we’re at that point,” 
Taylor told the House commit-
tee. “We’re at that point in the 
project where we’re ready to 
go forward.”

NBU hopes to implement 

for the ASR9 wells

100 gallons pumped per minute

1 well 
=

acre-feet of the water will 
be used as a buffer zone

7,000

acre-feet will be 
accessible when 
needed

7,000

Friberg said the educational 
opportunities that will result 
from the project could pave 
the way for others to imple-
ment ASR systems in the 
Edwards Aquifer. 

“It’s also an opportunity 
for us to learn more about the 
saline zone of the Edwards 
[Aquifer],” Friberg said. “We 
feel like this is a good project 
that would be bene� cial to the 
region and Edwards [Aquifer] 
so we can learn more about 
the aquifer. It may be [of value] 
to future projects depending 
on what we learn.”

If the bills are signed into 
law, there could be potential for 
NBU to expand its ASR project.

“So there’s the genesis of an 
ASR right there,”  Larson said. 
“So you’ve got nine injection 
wells; You’re going to have 
to protect all the land. … The 
city of New Braunfels has an 
airport, so they’re storing it 
under the airport. 

“If you want to grow it, you 
need to lease the property 
next to you, or you can have 
a city ordinance that restrict 
any wells that would come in 
and harvest water that you’re 
storing, so [the project] could 
grow if the area is conducive 
to it.”

Here are some fast facts about the local ASR. When an acre-foot of water is referred 
to, imagine an acre of land with water on top of it that is 1 foot deep. Because the ASR 
system would be located beneath the city-owned New Braunfels Regional Airport, the 
supply will be secure from others tapping into it.

New Braunfels Utilities CEO Ian Taylor (far left) sits next to NBU Chief Operating Offi cer Ryan Kelso at a state 
House committee meeting March 26 where the ASR legislation was discussed. 
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“ULTIMATELY, THIS ASR 
PROJECT IS DESIGNED 
TO MAKE OUR WATER 
SUPPLY RESILIENT, 
AND THAT WATER 
SUPPLY INCLUDES THE 
EDWARDS AQUIFER, 
SO WE DON’T WANT TO 
DO ANYTHING WITH AN 
ASR PROJECT THAT MAY 
HARM THE AQUIFER WE 
TRY TO PROTECT.” 
— IAN TAYLOR, CEO OF NEW BRAUNFELS 

UTILITIES
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78132

78130
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A children’s playscape is part of the 
development’s neighborhood park. It is located 
in close proximity to the swimming pool and 
recreation center. 

Residents may cool off in a large, gated 
community swimming pool that includes a splash 
pad area. 

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Avery Park, located east of I-35 on Hwy. 46 in 
New Braunfels, has reached capacity and is 
moving into its next phase. Dirt is moving on 
another section of the development that will 
put dozens of new homes on the market as 
early as this summer. The development’s sole 
builder, D.R. Horton, says Avery Park offers 
affordable homes with a countryside feel and the 
convenience of the city. 

Build-out year: 2019

Builders include: D.R. Horton 

Square footage: 1,300-2,500

Home values: $210,000-$275,000

HOA dues (estimated): $115/quarter

Amenities: Avery Park features a pool and 
neighborhood park. The area is served by 
Comal ISD, and Clear Spring Elementary 
School is located inside the development.

Schools: Clear Springs Elementary School, 
Canyon Middle School, Canyon High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of New Braunfels                      0.3579

Comal ISD 0.139

Guadalupe County             0.3819

Total (per $100 valuation) 0.8788

853

AVERY PARK, 78130 A LOOK INSIDE

Current 
occupancy

Current units

938

100%

Development 
will have

lots at full build-out

*As of 3/30/19

1

85

Builder

New homes coming 
in Summer 2019

Neighborhood data provided by Avery Park.

Avery Park is located in Guadalupe County near 
the edge of the New Braunfels city limits. With 
Clear Springs Elementary School located within 
the development, it is served by Comal ISD.  

D.R. Horton, Avery Park’s sole developer, caters 
to various clients by offering multiple fl oor plans 
for buyers to choose from. 

A desirable location

Live and play

A wide variety

Beat the heat

REAL ESTATE
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The Grove at Vintage Oaks
Mon – Sat 10am – 6pm

Sunday 12pm - 6pm
From the $300s

Located in the Texas Hill 
Country with full access to all 

Vintage Oaks amenities

Veramendi
From the $300s

Model Coming Soon

Visit Our Model Home to Learn About our Current Specials

1863

46
337

35

Veramendi

The Grove at 
Vintage Oaks

Visit our website at ScottFelderHomes.com for more information.



DEALS THIS MONTH

DINING
Los Cucos  ................................................. 28

Los Gallos Taco House ................................ 30

Riley’s Tavern ............................................. 28

San Marcos BBQ ........................................ 29

Stout’s Pizza .............................................. 30

The Gruene Olive Tasting Room ................. 29

Thundercloud Subs ................................... 28

HOME & GARDEN
Alla Prima Art Studio .................................. 30

Cardinal frame & Art .................................. 30

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Ascot Travel ............................................... 29

BeautyMark Skincare and Bodywork.......... 30

Express Oil Change  ................................... 31

TWs Auto Repair ........................................ 27

TW’S CELEBRATES OVER 18 YEARS OF AUTO REPAIR AND QUALITY SERVICE

1997 I -35 South  |  New Braunfe ls , TX

S. W
alnut Ave.Schmidt Ave.

TW’s
Lowe’s

I-35

1044

CALL NOW! 
830.608.9268

AIR CONDITION 
PERFORMANCE CHECK UP 

WITH “BG” A/C TUNE UP KIT

$10 OFF 
“BG”  INJECTOR SERVICE

NOW HIRING 
LUBE TECH

(FREON NOT INCLUDED) MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON

MUST PRESENT COUPON

IS YOUR CAR VACATION READY?

$49.00

(WAS $129.00 NOW $119.00) 
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Smart Food for Good People 

BUY ONE GET 
ONE FREE! 

Since
1975

WWW.THUNDERCLOUD.COM

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP!
WWW.THUNDERCLOUD.COM

COUPON REDEEMABLE AT NEW BRAUNFELS, NORTH AND CENTRAL SAN ANTONIO LOCATIONS ONLY

Buy one sub, get a second of equal or lesser 
value free. Limit one coupon per customer. 
Not valid with other off ers. Redeemable 
only at New Braunfels, North and Central 
San Antonio locations. Exp. 5/31/19

NEW BRAUNFELS
1312 S. Common St.

830-626-8805
SAN ANTONIO

North:
158 E. Sonterra 

at Stone Oak

210-483-8805
Central:

1901 Nacogdoches

210-828-7775

Only original news 
print coupon may be 
used for redemption. 

NO COPIES.

Texas’ First Tavern 
After Prohibition
Texas’ First Tavern 
After Prohibition

Riley’s tavern

Buy 1 Get 1
half off

any menu item with this coupon. 
Expires 4/30/19

TICKETS AVAILABLE 
on our website

Check out www.rileystavern.com 
for the full music calendar

8894 FM 1102 
Hunter, TX 78132

512-392-3132

www.rileystavern.com

2439

1102
1102

all shows are FREE 
unless noted on our website

April 20 : One Ton Country

April 27 : Candler Wilkinson Quartet

May 11 : Johnny Bush and the 
Bandeleros

May 18 : Jason Allen Full Band

The new Joel Hofmann and friends, 
“Live at Riley’s” album is now available on cdbaby.com

1310 E. Common St  /  New Braunfels, TX 78130  /  PH: 830-624-8770  /  www.loscucos.com

Mon.-Fri. 11am-4pm

Choose 2 for just $8.99

· Crispy or Soft Taco
· Enchiliada
· Stuffed Avacado
· Flauta
· Cheese Chili Relleno

· Enchilada Verde
· Quesadilla
· Fajita Taco
· Chicken Tamale
· Chalupa

LUNCH SPECIALS
CREATE YOUR OWN MEAL

*not valid with other specials

BUY
1 ENTRÉE

& 2 DRINKS
GET

2ND ENTRÉE
1/2 OFF
EXPIRES 5-15-19

Best 

margaritas 

in town!
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306

New Braunfels St

Hunte
r Rd

Map not to Scale1641 Hunter Road
New Braunfels, Tx 78130

Phone: (830) 632-5170
Website: TheGrueneOlive.com

Perfect for Gift  
Baskets & Parties!

Fresh olive oil & vinegar on 
tap, gourmet chocolates, 
pastas, pesto, sauces & 

much more!

$5OFF
Purchase of $25+

Expires 5/15/19

2 6 0 1  H U N T E R  R D .  |  S A N  M A R C O S ,  T X  |  S A N M A R C O S B B Q . C O M  |  M E E T I N G  R O O M  AVA I L A B L E  AT  N O  C H A R G E  |  C A L L  5 1 2 - 9 3 8 - 1 0 1 9  TO  R E S E RV E

beer & 
wine

Graduation PartiesGraduation Parties

NOW 
SERVING

LIVE 
MUSIC
EVERY 2ND & LAST 
FRIDAY MONTHLY 

LET US HELP WITH

BARTENDING • CATERING • BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
PICK UP ORDERS • BULK DESSERTS

BUY 1 LB. PORK LOIN, 
GET 1/2 LB. FREE 
WITH ORIGINAL COUPON

 E X P.  0 5 / 2 0 / 1 9  N B F

Vacation 
Consultation

FREE

Offices in San Marcos, New Braunfels & Seguin
info@ascottravel.com  |  830-629-2215  |  AscotTravel.com

Great Vacation Deals to
the Caribbean & Mexico!

Expert advice and service
you will not find online.

• Book Now, Pay Later 
• Price Match, We’ll Match a lower price!* 

• Exclusive Vacation Packages

Low Deposits and Payment Plans available.

Book your Spring & Summer Vacations NOW 
before the best prices are gone!

Call us now! 830-629-2215
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   Valid with this coupon ONLY. Expires 4/30/19

   Buy any Bottle of Wine
   Get a Large 16” single topping pizza FREE!

161 W Jahn New 
Braunfels TX 78130
830-243-4138 | WWW.BEAUTYMARKNB.COM

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
75 min. Dermaplanning Facial $105

50 min. Rainstone Massage $65
Expires 5.31.19. Must present coupon.

CUSTOM
FRAMING
SPECIALIZING IN:
• PHOTOGRAPHS
• SHADOW BOXES
• ARTWORK
• DIPLOMAS
• AND MORE!

512-392-7699
 www.cardinalframe.art

117 N. Guadalupe, Suite 102 in San Marcos
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10:00-5:30, Sat. 10:00-2:00

Closed Sunday & Monday

10% OFF
CUSTOM
FRAMING
*COUPON MUST BE 

PRESENT. LIMIT ONE 

PER CUSTOMER. 

OFFER EXPIRES 

5/20/19.

COLORS

MARK

COLORS

MARK

ELEMENTS

ART CLASSES
SUMMER CAMPS
PRIVATE PARTIES 

AND MORE!

830.609.9292
www.AllaPrimaArtStudio.com

1386 Industrial Dr, Ste 100, New Braunfels, TX 78130

10% 
OFF 

YOUR NEXT 
BOOKED 
PARTY 

Expires 12/31/19

830-643-0093
974 TX-337 Loop, New Braunfels, TX
www.losgallostacohouse.com

Check out our website 
for the full menu!

NOW OPEN

FOR DINNER

THURS-SAT

UNTIL 9PM

We deliver in 
New Braunfels,
 with a $50.00 
minimum order

BUY ONE 
ENTREE

AT REGULAR PRICE

GET 2ND
ENTREE

AT HALF PRICE

Must Present Coupon
Good for Dinner only

RANKED US IN THE 
TOP TEN HILL COUNTRY 
MEXICAN RESTAURANTS
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