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The Atlas-14 rainfall study—the fi rst 
such federal study since 1961—shows 
the Austin area is at a higher risk of 
fl ood due to intense rainfall than 
previously thought. 

BEFORE ATLAS-14 STUDY

structures at 
substantial risk of fl ooding 

4,000

AFTER ATLAS-14 STUDY
(SEPTEMBER 2018)

structures now at 
substantial fl ood risk

7,200

previously thought. 

R I S K  R I S I N G
F L O O D

“ANY FLOOD-[MITIGATION] INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE ENTIRE CITY IS 
CURRENTLY UNDERSIZED. EVERY BIT OF IT.”

— KEVIN SHUNK, AUSTIN WATERSHED PROTECTION DEPARTMENT FLOOD PLAIN ADMINISTRATOR

READ MORE INSIDE ON PAGES 29-31

BY EMMA FREER

SOURCES: Travis County District Attorney Review of Drug Possession Case 
Dispositions 2016-17 and Recidivism Analysis 2014-15/Community Impact Newspaper

16%

Attorneys would handle 30% of indigent 
public defender’s office

16%
Increased chance a defendant with 
appointed counsel will be convicted 
of felony drug possession than one 
with hired counsel

An imbalanced defense 

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T
Community Impact Newspaper reporters 
Sally Grace Holtgrieve and Christopher 
Neely began their work on this project in 
the fall. Their reporting process included 
conducting dozens of interviews and 
analyzing existing fl oodplain data and 
information spanning multiple decades.

500-year event 
0.2% chance 

per year

*100-year event 
1% chance 

per year

25-year event 
4% chance

 per year

*CITIES, AUSTIN INCLUDED, REGULATE FOR AND BUILD INFRASTRUCTURE BASED ON 100-YEAR EVENT FLOOD RISK. SOURCE: CITY OF AUSTIN/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

RAINFALL IN 24 HOURS

7.5 inches

10.2 inches

13.5 inches

10 inches

13.5 inches

19.5 inches

WRITTEN BY SALLY GRACE HOLTGRIEVE 
 AND CHRISTOPHER NEELY

Most indigent clients in Travis County are appointed to 
private attorneys, who are paid a fl at fee.

Austin is the largest U.S. city without an all-purpose 
public defender’s o�  ce to represent indigent clients, 
or those who cannot a� ord private counsel. A� er 
decades of piecemeal progress, Travis County is on 
track to change this.

Experts attribute this newfound momentum to 
an opportunity to fund the o�  ce through a grant, 
bipartisan support for criminal justice reform 
and increased activism.

The Texas Indigent Defense Commission, a state 
agency, provides grants to counties seeking to 
strengthen their indigent defense systems.
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Emergency Care

First we saved his life. 
Then we helped save 
his life’s dream.

Stephen Moore dreamed of competing in the Strongman competition. 

Then a drunk driver almost killed him. Watch his story at stdavids.com.
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Tag your Ride and Drive Toll-free 
Through May 31, 2019 

WE’RE BRINGING RELIEF TO SOUTH AUSTIN. The new SH 45SW  
will provide a reliable connection between MoPac and FM 1626,  
while preserving the environment we all share. 

O P E N I N G  M A Y  2 0 1 9

— EXPERIENCE —

A FASTER 
CONNECTION

TO AUSTIN
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SPRING TUNE-UP 
Lawn & 
Garden 
Check List

Irrigation
�� Qualifying customers can sign up for 
a FREE Irrigation system evaluation 
or download our DIY instructions to 
help you check your irrigation system 
efficiency, locate broken sprinkler 
heads, and leaks in the irrigation lines. 

�� Apply for the Irrigation Upgrade 
Rebate up to $400 to improve  
irrigation efficiency.

�� Apply for the Watering Timer Rebate 
up to $40 for hose timers that can 
give you more control over hose-end 
watering and reduce the chance  
of overwatering.

�� FREE Irrigation Controller 101 
Workshop – check our website  
for upcoming dates

Lawn & Garden
�� Apply for the WaterWise  
Landscape Rebate up to $1,750 to 
convert turf grass to native beds that 
help you reduce or end the need for  
extra watering.

�� Apply for the Landscape Survival 
Tools Rebate up to $120 for compost, 
mulch, and core aeration service that 
can help you keep your garden healthy 
while saving water. 

Rainwater
�� Apply for the Rainwater Harvesting 
Rebate up to $5,000 for equipment 
to capture rainwater and reduce the 
amount of paid water you use on  
your landscape.

�� Apply for the WaterWise Rainscape 
Rebate up to $500 for landscape 
features to retain rainwater on your 
property and reduce the need for 
landscape watering.

Spring is just around the corner and  
yard-of-the-month is in your sights. 

Austin Water has many rebates and programs 
to help you maintain a beautiful lawn and 
garden while eliminating water waste and 
lowering your water bill!

For program deadlines, 
pre-approval requirements, 
commercial rebates and more 
WaterWiseAustin.org 
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works 
or something going on in 
town? Send it to ctafeedback@
communityimpact.com

Deeda Payton Lovett
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dlovett@communityimpact.com

Jack Flagler
EDITOR
jfl agler@communityimpact.com
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When I moved to Austin from Okla-
homa City, I remember thinking how nice 
it would be to live somewhere without 
constant extreme weather. Now I realize 
while there is far less severe weather 
here, we certainly aren’t immune. As a TV 
News Reporter in Oklahoma, I covered 
tornadoes, wild� res, even earthquakes 
frequently, but my � rst experience report-
ing on deadly � ooding was in 2013 when 
heavy rains pounded Onion Creek in 
South Austin. Two years later to the day, 
it would happen again – another major 
� ood in the same neighborhood.

In our cover story this month, our 
reporter Christopher Neely shares the 
likelihood storms like these will happen 

in the future by breaking down the 
� ndings of a new federal study. The study 
called Atlas-14 by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
explains the di� erences in a 25-year storm 
versus a 100 or 500-year storm in terms 
of rainfall chances. On pages 29-31, you 
can also see a timeline of major � ooding 
events in Austin and how they stagger 
themselves among our record droughts. 

We hope this story not only shows you 
how our weather patterns have changed 
since the last time rainfall was studied in 
this way back in 1961, but also explains 
how this data will a� ect future develop-
ments and homeowners in our capital 
city.

How weather affects us all

Part of our mission at Community Impact News-
paper is to help local businesses thrive, and one of 
the ways we work toward that goal is by pro� ling 
one local restaurant and one local small business in 
every monthly edition.

These pro� les paint the picture of Central Austin’s 
local business community by highlighting business 
owners, restaurateurs and chefs, each of whom has a 
di� erent story to tell about their inspiration.

We � nd our subjects by getting out in the com-
munity, listening to our neighbors and our readers, 
and always looking out for new local spots we can 
add to our list of possible features. We do not accept 
payment for the stories, and we require that busi-
nesses be locally owned, in operation for at least one 
year, and have brick-and-mortar locations.  What are 
your local haunts that you think we should feature? 
Whether it’s an under-the-radar restaurant or a 
quirky shop, we are always open to suggestions. 

How do you select local businesses and 
restaurants to feature?
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Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

314 OLD HIGHWAY 183   |   CEDAR PARK, TX 78613
 512.331.7503   |   PLUSHHOMEFABRIC.COM

Your Austin area source 
for fabulous fabrics and 
trims, custom window 
treatments, upholstery, 
and custom bedding.

314 old highway 183   314 old highway 183   

SOUTH LAMAR
4015 South Lamar 

Austin TX, 78704 | (512)-774-5780
ANDERSON MILL

13435 US Hwy. 183 N, Ste. 311
Austin, TX 78750 | (512) 614-1200

MUELLER
1801 E 51st St Bldg. H,

Austin, TX 78723 | (512) 322-5104

Locally Owned
Kid Friendly
Open 24/7
Board Certifi ed ER Physicians

FAR WEST
3563 Far West Ste. #110

Austin TX, 78731 | (512)-481-2321

��/� EMERGENCY 
CARE WITHOUT 

THE WAIT
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REX’s agents are clear, concise and to the point…A 
huge benefit was the fact that everyone talked to 

each other to get things done. So we did really 
well and saved so much through all of this…but the 

people were really what got us through this. 

Thank you REX team for all your help!

-The Bird Family, 
Bought and Sold with REX

Qualify in minutes

savewithrex.com

REX charges 
70% less than 
traditional agents.

Full-service. Lowest fee. 
Game-changing technology.

Traditional agents like fine print and big 
commissions. Us, not so much. With REX you pay 
just a 2% total fee to sell your home, not the 6% 

agents typically charge.

©2019 Real Estate Exchange Inc. Minimum fees may apply. All rights reserved. Licensed Real Estate Broker #9006916
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IMPACTS

restaurant Epicerie—at 3809 W. 35th St., 
Austin. 512-458-8191.
www.thecontemporaryaustin.com 

IN THE NEWS

 11  St. John Park, at 889 Wilks Ave., Austin, 
underwent a complete redevelopment 
and reopened March 20. The project was 
funded with grant awards from the Austin 
Parks Foundation and by the city’s 2012 
bond, among other sources. The park now 
features an entry plaza, information kiosk, 
water foundation, pavilion, playscape, 
swings and a looped walking trail.
www.austinparks.org

ANNIVERSARIES

 12  Benold’s Jewelers, which specializes 
in bridal jewelry and is located at 2900 W. 
Anderson Lane, Austin, is celebrating its 
90th anniversary this year. The business 
opened on Sixth Street in 1929 under the 
name Laves Jewelry and then became 
Laves-Benold’s before settling as Benold’s 
Jewelers. It relocated to its current space in 
1997. 512-452-6491. www.benolds.com

Far West Blvd., Austin, on Jan. 15. The busi-
ness, which also has a location in Westlake, 
offers cosmetic procedures, such as laser 
hair removal and fi llers. 512-640-8111.
www.themedspaaustin.com

  3   Austin Kolache & Koffee Shop opened 
March 19 at 7113 Burnet Road, Ste. 112, 
Austin, in the space previously occupied by 
Kolache Creations, which recently closed. 
Owner Debra Ford also owns Cleopatra’s 
Salon next door. 512-551-3115.

  4   Plastic surgery clinic Mia Aesthetics 

opened its fi rst facility in Texas at 6929 
Airport Blvd., Ste. 103, Austin, in January. 
This is the third location in the nation 
for the clinic and its fi rst outside of Mi-
ami.512-377-9054. www.miaaesthetics.com

  5   Restaurant China Family opened Feb. 
1 at 6801 Airport Blvd., Austin. The location 
used to be Korean fried chicken restaurant 
Jang’s Chimac Cafe. 512-520-4171.
www.chinafamilytx.com 

  6   The Westwood Gastropub, a locally 
owned and operated restaurant at 5308 
Balcones Drive, Austin, opened March 11. It 
serves craft cocktails, tapas, fresh seafood, 
steaks and burgers. 512-551-3494.
www.thewestwoodtx.com

  7   The Commune, a coworking space 
geared toward artists and creative profes-
sionals, opened in late April at 101 E. North 
Loop Blvd., Austin. It features seven private 
studios, 10 dedicated desks, mess sinks, 
canvas storage and a photo studio. Owner 
Lauren Cunningham is a local artist and 
designer. 512-905-5182.
 www.thecommuneatx.com 

RELOCATIONS

  8   Goodwill of Central Texas will relo-
cate to 2900 W. Anderson Lane, Austin, 
from its current location at 7727 Burnet 
Road, Austin, early this summer. The new 
24,000-square-foot location was previous-
ly occupied by Stein Mart. 512-637-7100.
www.goodwillcentraltexas.org

NEW OWNERSHIP

  9   Local Austin dentist Michele Strait took 
over the practice of Teresa Knobles at 5017 
Bull Creek Road, Austin, on April 5. Strait 
has renamed the practice Strait Smile 
Studio. Knobles retired after 34 years in 
practice, including 29 years at the Bull 
Creek Road location. 512-459-7811.
www.straitsmilestudio.com

EXPANSIONS

 10  The Contemporary Austin’s Laguna 
Gloria campus, a 14-acre sculpture park in 
West Austin, debuted a new pavilion and 
visitor center May 11—which includes an 
artist-designed museum shop and a cafe 
from the chef and owner of the Rosedale 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding   COMPILED BY JACK FLAGLER AND 
EMMA FREER

News or questions about Central Austin? 
Email us at ctanews@communityimpact.com.North Central Austin

NMap not to scale
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NOW OPEN

  1   National chain Jason’s Deli opened a 
new location at 2438 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 
D5, Austin, in early March. The counter-ser-
vice deli serves hot and cold sandwiches, 
wraps, soups and pastas as well as a salad 
bar. The restaurant also offers vegetarian 
and gluten-free options for customers.
512-419-9128. www.jasonsdeli.com

  2   The Medspa at NW Hills opened at 3918 

One in six breast cancers
occur in women age 40-49. 

Visit ThanksMamm.com to schedule your appointment. 
You’ll be glad you did.  
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IMPACTS

toric Daniel H. Caswell House, 1404 West 
Ave., Austin. The organization supports 
women, children and the elderly in the 
Austin area through community service 
and fundraising. 512-472-0779.
www.austinjuniorforum.org

  11   Sixth Street gaming bar Buffalo 
Billiards celebrated its 20th anniversa-
ry March 10. Located at 201 E. Sixth St., 
Austin, in a building that was originally 
constructed in 1861, the spot features pool 
tables, darts, shuffl e board and pinball 
machines. The bar will be hosting a cele-
bration concert with radio station 101X on 
April 27. 512-479-7665. 
www.buffalobilliardsaustin.com 

CLOSINGS 

  12   The Refi nery, a coworking and social 
community space for women at 612 Brazos 
St., Austin, closed March 31. The loca-
tion opened in 2017. In a Facebook post, 
founder Hayley Swindell said the Refi nery 
built a strong community “but as a business 
we are not well positioned for the growing 
market need.” 512-662-1568.
www.therefi neryatx.com

DOWNTOWN 

NOW OPEN

  1   Rios Clementi Hale Studios, the Los 
Angeles-based design fi rm behind the 
Hollywood Bowl and ACL Live at the Moody 
Theater, opened a second offi ce at 600 
Congress Ave., Austin, in March. Founded 
in 1985, the company works across disci-
plines, including architecture, landscape 
architecture, interior design, graphic 
design and branding. 512-222-9392.
www.rchstudios.com

  2   Flamingo Hemp Bodega, which sells 
CBD oils and products while doubling as a 

full-service coffee shop, opened March 6 at 
515 E. Sixth St., Austin, in front of Flamingo 
Cantina. www.fl amingohemp.com

  3   Frog, a micromobility company 
headquartered at 508 Powell St., Austin, 
launched its scooter services April 9 in test 
markets Lisbon, Portugal, and Valdivia, 
Chile. It is not yet operating in the city of 
Austin, which paused issuing permits to 
new operators in January, but hopes to do 
so soon, a company spokesperson said. 
www.gofrog.city

  4   The Riveter, a coworking space de-
signed for women, opened a new location 
at 1145 W. Fifth St., Austin, on March 18. 
This is the sixth location for the company, 

which also has spaces in Seattle and Los 
Angeles and plans to expand nationwide.
 833-474-8383. www.theriveter.co

  5   Central District Brewing opened 
March 9 at 417 Red River St., Austin. The 
small-batch brewery was founded by 
husband-and-wife teams Angela and Adam 
Duley and Julie and Joe Ballato. It will begin 
to serve its own beers by late April. 
512-993-4511
www.centraldistrictbrewing.com

  6   Stagger Lee, a new bar, opened March 
1 at 87 Rainey St., Austin, in the space 
previously occupied by restaurant No 
Va. It is owned by locals Matt Luckie, Max 
Moreland and Mike Joyce—who have been 
involved in opening spots such as Lala’s 
Little Nugget and Star Bar. 512-220-9007. 

COMING SOON 

  7   The Otis Hotel and AC Hotel Austin 
are scheduled to open at 1901 San Antonio 
St., Austin, in February 2020. Together, the 
hotels will provide 347 rooms and 7,500 
square feet of meeting space as well as a 
restaurant. Ownership company White 
Lodging will have 13 hotels in Austin when 
the hotels open. www.otishotel.com.
www.ac-hotels.com

  8   Hyatt Centric, a new boutique brand 
from the hotel corporation, will open a loca-
tion at 721 Congress Ave., Austin, in mid-
2020. It will have 233 rooms, according to a 
company news release. 
www.centric.hyatt.com

NEW OWNERSHIP 

  9   Zocalo Cafe, at 1110 W. Lynn St., Austin, 
closed March 29 and reopened as a Taco 
Flats on April 1. Zocalo Cafe owners Chris 
Courtney, Kelly Chappell and Jay Bunda sold 
the spot to Simon Madera of Taco Flats. In a 
Facebook post, Zocalo Cafe’s owners said 
they will focus on the expansion of their oth-
er restaurants, Galaxy Cafe and Top Notch 
Hamburgers. 512-472-8226.
www.zocalocafe.com

ANNIVERSARIES 

  10   Nonprofi t organization Austin Junior 
Forum marked its 50th anniversary March 
28. Its headquarters are located at the his-

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding   COMPILED BY JACK FLAGLER AND 
EMMA FREER

News or questions about Central Austin? 
Email us at ctanews@communityimpact.com.
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STRATEGIC CRIMINAL DEFENSE

PERSONALIZED SERVICE | DEDICATED REPRESENTATION

 Felony Charges | DWI & Drunk Driving | Drug & Marijuana Charges 
Assault & Domestic Violence Charges | Juvenile Charges

404 W. 13th Street, Austin | 512.200.3801

• Juris Doctor, University of 
Texas School of Law

• Admitted to U.S. Supreme 
Court, Texas Supreme Court

• Former Travis County 
Assistant District Attorney

• Successfully Resolved 1000s 
of Cases

RICKCOFERLAW.COM
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 COMPILED BY JACK FLAGLER AND 
EMMA FREER

News or questions about Central Austin? 
Email us at ctanews@communityimpact.com.
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South Central Austin

SOUTH

NOW OPEN

  1   High Note, a health-conscious restau-
rant from Kerbey Lane Cafe CEO Mason 
Ayers, opened April 16 at 300 S. Lamar 
Blvd., Ste. A, Austin, in the space previously 
occupied by Barile restaurant.  512-879-
2822. www.highnoteatx.com 

  2   Marine Layer, a California-based cloth-
ing brand, opened a new store March 12 
at 1333 S. Congress Ave., Ste.  130, Austin. 
The company, which sells “absurdly soft 
clothes” for men, women and children, also 
has a location at the Domain. 512-291-7010. 
www.marinelayer.com

COMING SOON

  3   TruFusion will open a fi ve-room fi tness 
studio in late April in the Lakehills Plaza at 
4211 S. Lamar Blvd., Austin. The facility also 

features a smoothie bar and retail shop. Fran-
chise owners and local residents Morgan 
and Jeremy David plan to open several more 
TruFusion locations in the Austin area. 512-
893-3878  www.trufusion.com/southaustin

  4    Nomadic Beerworks, a new brewery 
and taproom from co-owners and brothers 
Bryce and Daniel Tyranski, will open in early 
May at 3804 Woodbury Drive, Austin. The 
tap list will include its West Coast IPA and 
Export Stout. 512-587-9669.
 www.nomadicbeerworks.com 

  5   Pinthouse Pizza will open a fourth loca-
tion at 2201 E. Ben White Blvd., Austin. No 
opening date has been announced yet. The 
locally owned brewpub also has locations on 
Burnet Road, on South Lamar Boulevard and 
in Round Rock. www.pinthousepizza.com

RELOCATIONS 

  6   Edward Jones fi nancial adviser 
Jonathan Bryan relocated his offi ce to 4009 

Banister Lane, Ste. 235, Austin, on March 
8. Bryan’s offi ce was previously located at 
6001 W. William Cannon Drive in Southwest 
Austin. 512-494-4738. 
www.edwardjones.com/jonathan-bryan

EXPANSIONS

  7   The Macy’s location at Barton Creek 
Square Mall, 2901 Capitol of Texas Hwy., 
Austin, has expanded to include a 
Macy’s Backstage, which sells discounted 
merchandise, on the second fl oor of its exist-
ing store. The 14,000-square-foot Backstage 
space opened April 13. 512-329-2300.
www.macysbackstage.com

ANNIVERSARIES 

  8   TOMS celebrated the fi fth anniversary 
of its second retail store in the country, at 
1401 S. Congress Ave., Austin, on March 12. 
The shoe company is known for matching 
each purchase by donating a pair to a child 
in need. Its Austin store also features TOMS 
Roasting Co., a coffee operation specializing 
in seasonal roasts. 512-350-2115.
www.toms.com

  9   Loro, the Asian smokehouse from Tyson 
Cole of Uchi and Aaron Franklin of Franklin’s 
Barbecue, celebrated its fi rst anniversary 
April 7. The restaurant, at 2115 S. Lamar 
Blvd., Austin, features a large outdoor patio 
with a canopy of hundred-year-old oak trees. 
512-916-4858. www.loroaustin.com 

  10   South of Everywhere, a high-fashion 
and streetwear retail concept space, cel-
ebrated its fi rst anniversary March 17 at 
2324 S. Lamar Blvd., Austin. The store was 
founded by Bryan Jordan, Cade Wilson and 
Emory Blake; it also serves as a platform for 
art, music and design. 512-788-0898.
www.southofeverywhere.com

CLOSINGS 

  11   Joe’s Crab Shack, at 600 E. Riverside 
Drive, Austin, was closed due to unpaid rent 
and property taxes, according to a notice 
posted Feb. 28 by The Deitch Law Offi ces. 
The lakefront property, which is nearly 2 
acres and includes more than 100 parking 
spaces, is owned by Endeavor Real Estate 
Group, which is advertising the site as avail-
able for lease. www.joescrabshack.com
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                                       @AustinReStore  |  your entire purchase!*
Come in
and enjoy

Open to the Public,
7 Days a Week

   

@atxrestore

*Coupon may not be
combined with other
offers. Excludes food
and drink. Valid until
06/30/19. Austin
location only.

500 W Ben White Blvd, Austin,TX 78704
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(512) 992-0003
wholybagelatx.com

NoW oPEN!
3637 Far West bLVD.
NoW oPEN!
3637 Far West bLVD. 

Cannot be combined with other offers
Offer expires 5/25/19

$5 ofF
ANY PURCHASE

of $25 or more

“oNe oF the bEst 
bagEL shops outside 
NeW York City.”

“oNe oF the bEst 
bagEL shops iN 

amErica.”

bakED fresh DailyauthENtiC NEw York-style bagELs

Grand Opening
Visit Whisper Valley every weekend in the

month of May to learn all about this first-of-its-kind,
sustainable community – and enter to win prizes!

BUY ANY NEW HOME IN MAY AND
CHOOSE ONE OF FOUR AMAZING BONUSES!* 

FOR PROMO DETAILS & A CALENDAR OF EVENTS, VISIT:

Homes from Mid $200s to $400s
WhisperValleyAustin.com

 

NEW MODEL HOMES

B U F F I N G T O N  H O M E S   •   PA C E S E T T E R  H O M E S
AV I  H O M E S   •   A H A  D R E A M  H O M E S   •   G F O  H O M E

9400 Petrichor Blvd.,
Whisper Valley TX  78653

*Ask Builder Salesperson for more information on incentives at the time of sale. 
Prizes subject to change without notice. Visit promo website for dull details.

BRAKER LN.

130

973

290

WhisperValleyAustin.com/May

AND NEW BUILDERS

O R A N G E T H EO RY F I T N E SS . CO M 

GET 6 WEEKS OF 
UNLIMITED CLASSES 

FOR ONLY $99! 
LIMITED TIME OFFER!  

Call or visit a participating studio 

6 WEEKS TO THE 
ULTIMATE BEACH BODY

Downtown Austin 401 W. 3rd Street | 512-807-0445
South Lamar 1100 South Lamar Blvd, Suite 1115 | 512-807-0400

Mueller 1911 Aldrich Street, Suite 175 | 512-807-0401
Triangle 4601 N. Lamar Blvd, Suite 508 | 512-807-0446

Saltillo, 1211 East 5th St. Austin | 512-436-0733
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NOW OPEN 

  1   Fowler’s Smokin Soul Food opened 
Jan. 12 at 5811 Manor Road, Austin. The 
locally owned, family-style barbecue and 
soul food restaurant is run by Kevin and 
Yvonne Franklin. 512-300-0226.
www.fowlerssmokinsoulfood.com

  2   Halal Wings, a fried chicken 
restaurant, opened in mid-February 
at 1200 Barbara Jordan Blvd., Ste. 
340, Austin, according to its Facebook 
page. It is owned by the same team 
behind next-door spot Halal Corner and 
Mediterranean restaurant Kismet Cafe in 
the Hancock Center. 737-300-1000.
www.halalwing.com

  3   Pawsitive Dog Daycare opened March 
11 at 4613 E. 12th St., Ste. A, Austin. The 
local business offers day care and overnight 
services to pet owners. Owner and dog 
owner Wendy Hernandez left her corporate 
job to start the business. 512-361-1606. 
www.pawsitivedogdaycare.com

  4   The Front Page, a restaurant and 
bar, opened in the Springdale General 
development at 1023 Springdale Road, 
Bldg. 1, Ste. F, Austin, in March. Brothers 
Shafer and Dick Hall, along with Andrew 
Porter and Ben Fordham, own the 
restaurant. Its menu includes bruschetta, 
house pickles, salads and sandwiches.
 www.thefrontpage.pub

COMING SOON 

  5   Uroko, a new restaurant from Kayo and 
Takehiro Asazu of Japanese restaurant Komé 
and Uchi alum Masazumi Saio, is expected to 
open in late April in the Springdale General 
development at 1023 Springdale Road, Bldg. 
1, Ste. C, Austin. The new spot focuses on 
temaki, or hand-rolled sushi, and a chef’s 
choice concept called omakase and will also 
offer sushi-making classes. 
512-520-4004 www.urokoaustin.com

  6   Rebel Cheese Vegan Deli & Wine 
Shop will open this summer in the Mueller 
development at 2200 Aldrich St., Ste. 
120, Austin, in the Texas Mutual building. 
Husband-and-wife team Kirsten Maitland 
and Fred Zwar relocated to Austin seven 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding   COMPILED BY JACK FLAGLER AND 
EMMA FREER

News or questions about Central Austin?
Email us at ctanews@communityimpact.com.
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years ago; their plant-based cafe will be the 
fi rst of its kind south of the Mason-Dixon 
line. 512-871-0845. www.rebelcheese.com

  7   Batch Brewery will open in June at 
3218 Manor Road, Austin, next door to 
Batch Craft Beer & Kolaches. It will focus on 
table beers, India pale ales and barrel-aged 
sours, among others. Brothers Noah and 
Josh Lit own the kolache bakery, taproom 
and retail craft beer shop. 512-401-3025. 
www.batchatx.com

ANNIVERSARIES

  8   Windsor Park restaurant Hank’s 
Austin, at 5811 Berkman Drive, Austin, 
marked its one-year anniversary with 
a celebration and crawfi sh boil April 6. 
Ten percent of profi ts from that day were 
donated to Austin Pets Alive. 
512-609-8077. www.hanksaustin.com 

  9   Longhorn Meat Market, at 2411 E. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Austin, will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary this June. 
Founded in 1890 under a different name, 
the family-owned business became 
Longhorn Meat Market in 1969; today, it 
is led by James Jackson Leach, the fi fth-
generation owner. 512-476-5223. 
ww.longhornmeatmarket.com

  10   BLK Vinyl, a record store owned by 
local musicians John Brookbank, Keith 
Lough and Jason Kuntz, will celebrate its fi rst 
anniversary May 4 at 2505 E. Sixth St., Ste. 
F, Austin. The store specializes in used and 
collectible records and offers guitar lessons 
on site. 512-220-6536.www.blkvinylatx.com

IN THE NEWS

  11   European green bus startup Flixbus 
added Austin routes to its southern network 
on April 4, departing from Austin-Berg-
strom International Airport and connecting 
directly to Houston, Dallas and San Antonio. 
The company, which launched in the U.S. in 
2018, offers free WiFi and power outlets at 
every seat. www.fl ixbus.com
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ARC Healthiness Locations

ARC Healthiness is a lifestyle change program that helps 
you reach your health and activity goals with nutrition and 
wellness support, ongoing education, and personalized 
guidance. Get your free consultation today!

ARChealthiness.com or call 512-483-9595

a program brought to you by



TO-DO LIST

APRIL

26 THROUGH 31
TOAST TO YOUR PUP

Local pet therapy nonprofi t Divine Canines 

hosts its sixth annual Barks for Beers fund-

raiser. Attendees purchase a special pint 

glass and an accompanying “pawsport” 

and bring them to 22 participating craft 

breweries around town for a free pour. 

Times vary. $30 plus tax. Locations vary. 

512-655-3645. www.divinecanines.org

27 SEE SHAKEY GRAVES AT A 
BENEFIT SHOW

The Austin-born musician will be perform-

ing at Live from the Heart, with all proceeds 

benefi ting MyMusicRx. A program of the 

Children’s Cancer Association, MyMusicRx 

sets up in-hospital concerts at the bedside 

of kids in St. David’s Children’s Hospital and 

Dell Children’s Hospital. 6:30-9:30 p.m. 

$250. Gibson Showroom, 3601 S. Congress 

Ave. 503-244-3141. www.mymusicrx.org

27 CELEBRATE EEYORE
This 56th annual fundraiser, called 

Eeyore’s Birthday Party, benefi ts local non-

profi ts and features a meet-and-greet with 

the honoree. Attendees are encouraged to 

wear their favorite costumes. The event is 

hosted by the Friends of the Forest founda-

tion; past  benefi ciaries have included Aus-

tin Pets Alive, Hospice Austin and Mother’s 

Milk Bank. 11 a.m.-dusk. Free. Pease Park, 

1100 Kingsbury St. 

www.eeyores.org

April - May COMPILED BY EMMA FREER

GET A TASTE OF AUSTIN
LOCATIONS VARY

APRIL
26-28

Local restaurants Olamaie, Grizzelda’s and Yuyo will be featured 

at this year’s Austin Food + Wine Festival, which includes tastings, 

demonstrations and live music. Times vary. $250-$625. Vic Mathias 

Shores, 900 W. Riverside Drive; Fair Market, 1100 E. Fifth St.

www.austinfoodandwinefestival.com 
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RUN THROUGH A HAZE
TRAVIS COUNTY EXPO CENTER

APRIL
27

Participants wear white to The Color Run, an 
untimed 5K, and are doused with a different colored 
powder at each kilometer mark. A party awaits at 
the fi nish line with music, dancing and more color 
throws. 9 a.m. $14.99-$54.99. Travis County Expo 
Center, 7311 Decker Lane. www.thecolorrun.com
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SIGN UP FOR THE ROOKIE TRI
LOCATIONS VARY

MAY
5

This triathlon hosts separate waves for rookies and 

veterans of the endurance event. The end of the 

course marks the beginning of the fi nish line party. 8 

a.m. $40-$165. Walter E. Long Park, 6620 Blue Bluff 

Road. www.therookietri.com
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WholeEarthProvision.com

BugsAway® 
             APPAREL

Focus on the adventure,  
not the bugs!

WWW.MAUDIES.COM PASTURE RAISED EGGS 

OPEN DAILY AT 8 AM



MAY 

01 FEAST FOR CINCO DE MAYO 
The Mexic-Arte Museum hosts its 

annual culturally conscious and historical 

celebration of Cinco de Mayo—Taste of 

Mexico—which features more than 50 local 

restaurants, food trucks and beverage pur-

veyors. This year’s event will focus on the 

infl uence of the state of Puebla on Mexican 

cuisine. 6-9 p.m. $55-$80. Brazos Hall, 204 

E. Fourth St. 512-480-9373.

www.mexic-artemuseumevents.org

01THROUGH 05 
WATCH INTERNATIONAL FILMS

The Cine Las Americas International Film 

Festival returns for its 22nd year, present-

ing a wide range of fi lm and video selec-

tions from Latin America and the Iberian 

Peninsula. Entries range from documentary 

features to music videos. Times vary. Free-

$125. Locations vary. 512-710-9544.

www.cinelasamericas.org

04 SUPPORT YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD

The 17th annual Violet Crown Festival 

includes crafts and fi ne arts booths, live 

music from the Johnny Fury Band and 

Stone Wheels, food trucks and children’s 

activities. The event benefi ts Violet Crown 

Community Works, a nonprofi t that 

supports the Brentwood and Crestwood 

neighborhoods. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. Brent-

wood Park, 6710 Arroyo Seco.

www.violetcrowncommunity.org

04 PARTY AT THE ZACH
The Zach Theater will host its 

“Happiest Ever After Party” with danc-

ing on stage, a themed photo booth, an 

open bar and more entertainment. Ticket 

proceeds benefi t the Zach Theater’s artistic 

and education programs. $100. 

9 p.m.-midnight. 202 S. Lamar Blvd.,

512-476-0541. www.zachtheatre.org

04 ATTEND A MUSIC FESTIVAL
The JMBLYA festival returns to 

Austin for its seventh year with headliners 

Travis Scott and Lil Wayne. Gates open at 

noon. $109-$549. Circuit of The Americas, 

9201 Circuit of The Americas Blvd.

www.jmblya.com

05 COURSE THROUGH 
DOWNTOWN

The Sunshine Run includes different 

races—timed 5K and 10K runs, fastest dog 

in Austin, an untimed 5K walk and a free 

kid’s 1K run—and supports Austin Sunshine 

Camps, an organization that connects 

low-income families with summer camps. 

6:45-11 a.m. $25-$55. Vic Mathias Shores, 

900 W. Riverside Drive. 

845-559-3209. www.ymblgiving.org

09 LEARN ABOUT THE FASHION 
INDUSTRY

Austin Community College and the city of 

Austin will partner to host a panel discussion 

featuring some local fashion startups and 

small businesses. Noon-1 p.m. Free. ACC 

Fashion Incubator, 6101 Highland Campus 

Drive. 512-223-7000. www.austincc.edu 

11THROUGH 25 
CHEER FOR GRADUATES

Huston-Tillotson University and St. Ed-

ward’s University kick off graduation sea-

son with May 11 ceremonies, followed by 

Austin Community College’s commence-

ment May 17 and The University of Texas at 

Austin’s on May 24-25. 

www.htu.edu, www.stedwards.edu, 

www.austincc.edu, www.utexas.edu

11THROUGH 19 
TOUR WEST AUSTIN STUDIOS

Big Medium hosts its West Austin Studio 

Tour, a self-guided art event held over two  

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/event-calendar. Event organizers can submit local events online 
to be considered for the print edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.
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STROLL DOWN 
SIXTH STREET

MAY 
4-5
The twice-annual Pecan Street Festival is 
one of the largest arts, crafts and music 
festivals in the country. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
(Sat.), 11 a.m.-8 p.m. (Sun.). Free. Sixth 
Street between Brazos Street and I-35. 
www.pecanstreetfestival.org
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TEST YOUR LUCK
LOCATIONS VARY

ATTEND A CONCERT 
ON THE CREEK

MAY
23-26

MAY
11

Celebrate Memorial Day at the Hot Luck 
Festival, a chef-driven, live music and 
food event created by local pitmaster 
Aaron Franklin and Mohawk owner 
James Moody. Times vary. $10-$550. 
Locations vary. www.hotluckfest.com

Waller Creek Conservancy and KMFA 

host an outdoor exploration of music in 

celebration of National Bicycle Month. 11 

a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Waller Delta, 74 Trinity 

St. 512-541-3520. www.wallercreek.org
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weekends May 11-12 and 18-19. Hundreds 

of artists and studios participate, inviting 

attendees into their creative and exhibition 

spaces. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Free. Locations vary. 

512-939-6665. www.west.bigmedium.com

12 BRING THE FAMILY TO THE 
UMLAUF SCULPTURE GARDEN

On the second Sunday of every month, the 

Umlauf hosts family days with a lineup of 

scheduled activities, including crafting and 

yoga. Umlauf Sculpture Garden, 605 Azie 

Morton Road. Free. Noon-4 p.m. 512-445-

5582. www.umlaufsculpture.org

17 BIKE TO WORK
Bike Austin, the city’s largest 

bicycling advocacy organization, hosts this 

annual event, which encourages residents 

to bike to work with group rides, “fueling 

stations” that provide free coffee and 

snacks, and a free bike home from work 

after-party to celebrate. All day. Free. Loca-

tions vary. www.biketoworkaustin.org

22 WELCOME BACK BLUES ON 
THE GREEN 

Local radio station KGSR hosts the fi rst 

Blues on the Green concert of the year. The 

summertime series continues on a monthly 

basis through August and attracts thou-

sands of attendees. 8-10 p.m. Free. Zilker 

Park, 2100 Barton Springs Road.

www.austintexas.gov/events/blues-

green-12

23 PARTY LIKE IT’S 1942
Paramount kicks off its 44th 

annual Summer Classic Film Series with 

a screening of “Casablanca.” This year’s 

program features more than 100 fi lms, 

including “When Harry Met Sally” and “My 

Fair Lady.” 7:30 p.m. $8-$13. Paramount 

Theatre, 713 Congress Ave. 512-472-5470. 

www.austintheatre.org
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• 2018 Senior Housing News Architecture
& Design Award Winner

• Breathtaking skyline, waterfront and park views
• Walk-ability to shopping and restaurants
• Chef-prepared dining, weekly housekeeping, and

social engagement opportunities
• Valet and concierge services
• Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

Now Open!
• Brand new one-move solution in

Central Austin

Facility ID# 107288

��������������������������������������������2�920�6026���������������������������

When what you need  
is a good listening to...

512-914-6635
www.LouisLaves-Webb.com

When it’s NOT  
alright, alright, alright
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  1   MoPac improvement project

Work on the MoPac express lane project 
fi nished in March, more than three years af-
ter the original proposed completion date. 
The project added one managed toll lane 
between Parmer Lane and Cesar Chavez 
Street, which is variably priced. The fi nal 
completion does not include a separate 
approximately $4.5 million project that 
McCarthy Building Co. is fi nishing, which 
includes work on the sound walls by the 
Westminster senior living center. That work 
is scheduled to fi nish by July. 

Timeline: October 2013-July 2019

Cost: $230 million

Funding sources: various local sources

All information on this page was updated as of 
4/15/19. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ctanews@communityimpact.com.

RECENT UPDATES

HOW IT WORKS

Proposal would 
double traffic fines on 
dangerous roadways
A bill in the Texas Legislature could set 
up traffi c safety corridors and increase 
traffi c fi nes on Texas’ most dangerous 
roadways. According to the Texas 
Department of Transportation, there 
has been at least one fatality from motor 
vehicle crashes on Texas roadways every 
day since Nov. 7, 2000. More than 60,000 
deaths have occurred on Texas roadways 
during the streak.

State Rep. Vikki Goodwin, D-Austin, 
introduced House Bill 2841 to the 
Legislature on March 1. The proposed bill 
would allow TxDOT to designate areas 
with high traffi c fatality rates as safety 
corridors. 

TxDOT would determine the zones 
based on data, according to Goodwin. 
A sign would be placed at both ends of 
the corridor and fi nes related to traffi c 
violations within those areas would be 
doubled for motorists. Revenue collected 
would go back to supporting law 
enforcement efforts in the corridor.

TxDOT statistics show 94 percent of 
crashes are due to driver error, with 
distracted driving, speeding and drunken 
driving the top three causes of deadly 
crashes.
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  2   I-35 at Oltorf improvements

The new on-ramp to southbound I-35 be-
tween Woodland Avenue and Oltorf Street 
opened April 1. Crews are also working on 
a new southbound entrance ramp to I-35 
between Oltorf and Woodward streets. The 
new exit and entrance ramps in the area will 
allow vehicles to have longer distances to 
merge off and on the main traffi c lanes.

Timeline: February 2017-mid-2019

Cost: $42.6 million

Funding source: Texas Department of 
Transportation

  3   183 South project

This project will include a new tolled ex-
pressway with three lanes in each direction 
on the stretch of US 183 between US 290 
and SH 71. A series of traffi c shifts are com-

ing soon near the US 183 bridge over the 
Colorado River. Those changes will allow 
northbound US 183 mainline traffi c to shift, 
setting up demolition and reconstruction 
of the old northbound bridge over the river. 
The northern half of the 183 South project 
is scheduled to be completed in summer 
2019, with the full project opening to follow 
in 2020.

Timeline: 2016-2020

Cost: $743 million

Funding sources: Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority toll revenue bonds, 
federal loans, TxDOT loans

  4   Redbud Trail Bridge replacement

The city says Redbud Trail Bridge, built 
in 1948, is outdated and needs to be 
replaced. Austin City Council on March 7 
approved $1.1 million for a second phase of 
preliminary engineering work, which will 
include engineering fi rm URS Corp. devel-
oping a concept for a replacement bridge. 
The funding for preliminary engineering 
was available through 2012 bond funds. 
The city also has $50 million in 2018 bond 
funds earmarked for the project.

Timeline: TBA

Cost: $50 million

Funding sources: 2012 bond funds, 2018 
bond funds

  5   Highland neighborhood bikeway

The Austin Transportation Department 
completed a bikeway along Denson Drive 
in front of Reilly Elementary School in North 
Central Austin’s Highland neighborhood in 
January, along with new sidewalk connec-
tions, improved pedestrian and bicycle 
crossings and new traffi c signals. Work has 
also fi nished to install an additional ramp 
and to conduct repair work near Denson and 
Guadalupe Street. As part of the project, a 
neighborhood bikeway is also planned for 
Romeria Drive between Burnet Road and 
North Lamar Boulevard.

Timeline: completion by June 2019

Cost: $431,000

Funding sources: 2016 Mobility Bond, 
Capital Metro Quarter-Cent Fund
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South Congress mixed-use project takes shape
Music Lane, a two-acre develop-

ment at 1009-1123 South Congress 
Ave., Austin, is under construction. 
The � ve-building project will have 
51,775 square feet of o�  ce in addition 
to separate buildings for Equinox, 
an upscale gym, and Soho House, a 
London-based, members-only club. 
The � rst phase is expected to open 
in October, according to developer 

Endeavor Real Estate Group’s website. 
Other retail tenants include local 
business Gelate-
ria Gemelli, that 
opened its � rst 
location in East 
Austin in 2015, 
and Dallas-based 
restaurant Velvet 
Taco. 

Rainey Street district 
revolution underway

Four new high rises are in various 
stages of development. Residents 
began moving in at 70 Rainey, a 
34-story condominium, in April. Res-
idential building 44 East will begin 
construction in 2020 and open in 
2022. The property owner applied for 
the city’s density bonus program on 
Feb. 22, which would require zoning 
variances. The Quincy, a 30-story 
mixed-use tower at 93 Red River St., 
broke ground in March and will open 
in 2021. And a 51-story tower planned 
for 90-92 Rainey St. could incorpo-
rate existing tenant Container Bar, 
developer Kevin Burns said.

New project breaks 
ground on South 
Central Waterfront 

RiverSouth, a 15-story o�  ce 
building with ground-� oor retail 
and dining at 401 S. First St., 
Austin, broke ground March 13. 
The project, developed by Stream 
Realty, is scheduled to be com-
pleted in 2021 and will be the � rst 
development built under the city’s 
South Central Waterfront Plan, 
which Austin City Council adopted 
in June 2016. The plan aims to 

The new offi ce building is taking over the 
lot that previously housed Hooters. 

The development boom on Rainey 
Street will bring new towers to the area.

R
E

N
D

E
R

IN
G

 C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 R
IV

E
R

SO
U

TH

The project would neighbor Austin Central 
Library and the forthcoming Austin Proper 
building.
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DEVELOPMENT UPDATES

35-story office tower 
proposed downtown

Block 185—the redevelopment proj-
ect at 601 W. Second St., Austin, which 
was previously the site of the city’s 
Green Water Treatment Plant—will 
house a 35-story o�  ce building with 
a distinctive sail-like shape. Dal-
las-based developer Trammell Crow 
Co. broke ground on the mixed-use 
project in February; it will be com-
pleted in May 2022. There are reports 
that Google has leased the o�  ce space 
in the building; a spokesperson for 
Trammell Crow declined to comment. 
There will also be 16 � oors of parking 
and ground-� oor retail space.

COMPILED BY EMMA FREER

create a districtwide network of con-
nected green streets, parks, trails and 
public open spaces as well as to add 
20 percent new a� ordable housing 
units in the area.
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Researchers from the University of Texas presented fi ve scenarios for the future of the 
Austin Convention Center to City Council on April 2. 

developments popping up throughout 
the urban center. 

“What’s going to happen two 
decades from now when a whole lot 
of these projects come online?” Almy 
said. “We were conscious of how to 
reconcile these initiatives. You have to 
look at the convention center, in my 
opinion, as not one isolated problem, 
but something that is part of a larger 
ecosystem in which we can be strategic 
and get bene� ts across the city.” 

Historically, convention centers have 
been isolated from the fabric of cities 
due to their function and size. Austin’s 
facility, built in 1992 and expanded 
in 2002, was built with its back to I-35 
and Red River Street and provides no 
ground-� oor function to pedestrians 
who are not attending conventions. 
The UT team focused on how a new 
convention center could engage with 
the entire city. 

“The project 
needs to contrib-
ute to multiple 
civic goals and be 
good to visitors 
and residents 
alike,” said Allan 
Shearer, the 
associate dean 
for research and 
technology at 
the UT School of 
Architecture. 

Shearer emphasized the study was 
not making any recommendations, but 
providing information to better educate 
policymakers. 

The report produced � ve scenarios, 
ranging from doing nothing to a $1.3 
billion, two-phase project to expand 

the convention center westward across 
Trinity Street, demolish the existing 
structure and replace it with a more 
compact facility and public open 
space. The scenarios also include 
opening up Second and Third streets, 

currently taken 
up by the existing 
facility, to create 
“creek-to-creek” 
connectivity—
Shoal Creek to 
Waller Creek. 

Shearer said 
convention cen-
ters, as a rule, lose 
money—no con-
vention center out 

of the 27 they examined across the U.S. 
and Canada turned a pro� t. However, 
Jake Wegmann, assistant professor 
of community and regional planning 
at the architecture school, said the 
convention center’s ability to attract 
hundreds of thousands of visitors per 
year trickles down to service industry 

jobs and to businesses, bringing visi-
tors during weekdays—otherwise the 
slowest time of the work week.

As for how the city can pay for such 
a project, Greg Hallman, � nance and 
real estate professor at UT’s McCombs 
School of Business, said cities in Texas 
can fund the project through hotel 
occupancy taxes, of which, he said, 
Austin produces a lot. 

Adler called the nearly 300-page 
report the � rst step of an “exciting 
time.” 

“The conversation itself is really 
exciting when you start talking about 
placemaking in a city like ours, espe-
cially in a quadrant of town that has 
a lot of potential because it’s not built 
out yet,” Adler said. 

City Manager Spencer Cronk said 
he would be meeting with council 
members one on one to listen to 
further questions they had. Cronk said 
he plans to schedule work session 
discussions on the issue in the coming 
months.
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NEWS REPORT

“YOU HAVE TO LOOK AT THE 
CONVENTION CENTER, IN MY 
OPINION, AS NOT ONE ISOLATED 
PROBLEM, BUT SOMETHING 
THAT IS PART OF A LARGER 
ECOSYSTEM IN WHICH WE 
CAN BE STRATEGIC AND GET 
BENEFITS ACROSS THE CITY.”

— DEAN ALMY, DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE URBAN 
DESIGN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF 

ARCHITECTURE

New Austin Convention Center expansion report 
sparks conversation about future of downtown

The questions of whether and how 
to expand the Austin Convention 
Center, located at 500 E. Cesar Chavez 
St., have � uctuated from top of mind 
to backburner for city leaders since 
before 2015.  

Now, a comprehensive study 
published by the University of Texas’ 
Center for Sustainable Development on 
March 29 not only pushed the ques-
tions back to center stage, but it has 
also taken a shot at answering them.

Austin City Council commissioned 
the university as a nonpartisan entity 
to examine the expansion questions 
in late 2017 a� er momentum around 
the potential project began picking 
up—highlighted by a council-commis-
sioned task force’s recommendation to 
expand Mayor Steve Adler’s “Down-
town Puzzle” proposal, which tied an 
expansion to funding for homelessness 
initiatives.

Unlike previous reports that exam-
ined only the facility itself, the UT 
study took a long view of the future of 
downtown Austin and imagined the 
Austin Convention Center’s place in 
a rapidly growing and modernizing 
urban environment. 

Principal investigator on the study 
and director of the graduate urban 
design program at the UT School of 
Architecture Dean Almy said his team 
saw the convention center as a “critical 
joint” to a quartet of major projects 
taking place downtown—Plaza Saltillo 
to the east, Waller Creek and the Inno-
vation Zone to the north, the Seaholm 
District to the west, and the South 
Central Waterfront plan to the south as 
well as the various other free-market 
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Without Futures” list CNU has released 
since 2008, and the � rst time Austin 
has been included.

Lisa Schamess, communications 
manager for CNU, said many cities 
across the country are experiencing 
similar challenges to Austin’s, including 
Denver with I-70 and Dallas with I-345.

“People have lived the highway era 
and they’re tired of it,” Schamess said.

RECONNECTING THE GRID

The report focuses on a solution for 
I-35 from Reconnect Austin, a local 
e� ort started by Black and his daugh-
ter, Heyden Black Walker, to bury the 
section of I-35 between Cesar Chavez 
Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Bou-
levard below ground, then cover those 
lanes with a new boulevard.

The plan represents a shi�  in think-
ing, according to Black Walker, that 
rejects the idea of widening roads to 

build a way out of highway problems, 
instead o� ering a more comprehen-
sive solution.

According to the “Freeways With-
out Futures” report, the Reconnect 
Austin proposal would open up 30 
acres of new land currently under 
the I-35 frontage roads, which would 
have a potential valuation of approx-
imately $3.3 billion. To fund capping 
the buried highway, the city could 
use an economic development tool 
called a tax increment � nancing 
zone, opening the area up for mixed-
use development and potentially 
adding a� ordable housing units to 
address the city’s need.

‘A BIG BITE FROM A BIG APPLE’

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation is currently in the midst of 
a yearslong project to improve I-35 in 
Williamson, Travis and Hays coun-
ties.

The project has not been fully 
funded, and as money has come in 
piecemeal, TxDOT has so far focused 
on smaller projects away from down-
town. According to TxDOT Austin 
District Engineer Terry McCoy, work 

on the corridor of I-35 between Ben 
White Blvd. and US 290 North would 
account for about $6 billion of the 
$8.1 billion total project cost.

“Once we get into downtown it’s not 
possible to do small projects. We’ve 
got to � gure out how to take a big bite 
from a big apple,” McCoy said.

TxDOT said it is currently pursuing 
depressing I-35 throughout the center 
of Austin, and that proposal would be 
compatible with a locally funded cap 
that could cover the highway’s main 
lanes.

The Reconnect Austin vision goes 
further than what TxDOT has pro-
posed, advocating for the frontage 
roads to be removed in order to create 
valuable property that could create 
tax income.

While TxDOT continues the process 
of searching for funding sources at the 
state Capitol and designing solutions 
through downtown Austin, the high-
way’s problems continue to worsen as 
the population in Central Texas grows. 
According to TxDOT, the 19-mile com-
mute from downtown Austin to Round 
Rock could take as long as 2.5 hours 
by 2035. 

PHOTO COURTESY JEREMY LOHR, RENDERING COURTESY RECONNECT AUSTIN

A local proposal advocates sinking I-35 through downtown

I-35 in Austin among nation’s 10 worst highways 
according to ‘Freeways Without Futures’ report

The research around the portion of 
I-35 that runs through Austin tells many 
local drivers what they already know.

Between US 290 North and Ben 
White Boulevard, I-35 is the third-most 
congested roadway in the state for all 
tra�  c and the most congested in Texas 
for commercial trucks, according to a 
2018 report from the Texas A&M Trans-
portation Institute.

“It’s a disaster in every sense,” said 
Sinclair Black, principal at architecture 
� rm Black and Vernooy and an advo-
cate for changing the design of I-35.

That “disaster” has been elevated to 
a national level. On April 3, national 
nonpro� t Congress for the New Urban-
ism, which advocates for what it calls 
“vibrant and walkable cities,” released 
its “Freeways Without Futures” report, 
a list of ten highways across the U.S. 
most in need of removal or signi� cant 
change. This is the sixth “Freeways 

freeway future?
A rendering from Reconnect Austin shows what I-35 
would look like through downtown if it was buried below 
ground and capped with a pedestrian-friendly boulevard. 

N

BY JACK FLAGLER

Congested Corridor
Nonprofi t Congress for the New Urbanism 

included the portion of I-35 that runs through 
Austin as one of its “Freeways Without 

Futures” in a report released April 3.
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Lanier Early College High 
School will be renamed 

Austin ISD honors four 
Teachers of the Year 
winners across district

 AUSTIN ISD  Sidney Lanier Early 
College High School in North Austin 
will be renamed, despite an e� ort 
from District 3 trustee Ann Teich and 
some students and alumni to drop 
“Sidney” from the school’s o�  cial 
name instead of undergoing a full 
name change.

Austin ISD trustees voted March 
25 to rename the school a� er Juan P. 
Navarro, a U.S. Army sergeant and 
Lanier alumnus who died in 2012. 

Lanier, located at 1201 Payton Gin 
Road, becomes the fourth school to 
be renamed since February 2018 due 
to ties the school’s namesakes had to 
the Confederacy. 

District sta�  said logistics and 
timing for the change have not yet 
been worked out.

 AUSTIN ISD  Two elementary school 
teachers and two secondary teachers 
received 2019 Teacher of the Year 
awards from Austin ISD on March 29. 

Cynthia Ayala, a bilingual edu-
cation case manager at Ridgetop 
Elementary School in north Central 
Austin, and Ashley Rivera, a special 
education teacher at Blazier Ele-
mentary School in Southeast Austin, 
were the elementary school award 
winners. 

Kimberly Collins, an eighth-grade 
math teacher at Ann Richards 
School for Young Women Leaders, 
and Katye Howell, a high school 
biology teacher at Travis Early Col-
lege High School, were the second-
ary school honorees. Both schools 
are located in south Central Austin.

Recent news from Austin ISD and ACC.
COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFF

 AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE  At the 
end of the spring 2018 semester, Aus-
tin Community College closed its Pin-
nacle campus. The college district said 
the Southwest Austin facility needed 
signi� cant repairs and infrastructure 
improvements and that students and 
sta�  at Pinnacle would be disbursed 
to other campuses.

Nearly a year a� er the closure, ACC 
has started the process to evaluate 
selling the Pinnacle building and the 
9 acres it sits on. 

On April 1, the ACC board of trustees 
authorized President Richard Rhodes 
to post the building for sale.

ACC is not required to sell the piece 
of property. It will receive bids for the 
property, at which point the board 
could evaluate its options and make a 
decision as to whether to accept a bid 
or develop a di� erent plan for the use 

of the building. 
According to the district, any reve-

nue from the sale would be reinvested 
into development of the Pinnacle 
campus. In addition to the portion up 
for sale, ACC owns 46 acres of green 
space on the Pinnacle campus where 
new development could occur.

ACC will explore sale of portion of Pinnacle campus

ACC’s Pinnacle campus closed after the 
spring 2018 semester. 

A Viking statue in the Lanier Early College 
High School Peace Garden includes a 
plaque mentioning the school’s name.
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EDUCATION BRIEFS

Austin ISD board of trustess

May 13, 6:30 p.m., May 20, 7 p.m.

Carruth Administration Center,1111 
W. Sixth St., Room B100, Austin

ACC board of trustees

May 6,  3 p.m. 

Room 201, Highland Business Center, 
5930 Middle Fiskvale Road, Austin
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 AUSTIN  The city of Austin is once 
again undertaking the task of trying 
to rewrite its rules around where 
things are built as a response to its 
continued growth and its housing 
and affordability crises.

However, to save the city from a 
repeat of its previous failed attempt 
known as CodeNEXT, City Manager 
Spencer Cronk has asked Austin 
City Council members to weigh in 
on and provide policy direction on 
five contentious issues: the scope of 
the rewrite, level of housing supply, 
proliferation of housing types, com-
patibility requirements and parking 
minimums.

City Council members shared their 
positions on the City Council message 
board and then highlighted their 
preferences and positions in a coun-
cil roundtable on the five issues at an 
April 9 work session.

With the exception of the absent 
District 1 Council Member Nata-
sha Harper-Madison, here are the 
highlights of how Mayor Steve Adler 
and council members representing 
Central Austin weighed in.

Mayor Steve Adler

In a message board 
post, Adler said he 
wants to see a first 
reading of the new 
zoning maps and 
code by the end of 
October. The mayor 
said he would 

prioritize affordability and mobility 
over everything else when conflicts 
arise and there are “forced choices.” 
Adler said he supports reducing 
parking requirements to a greater 
degree than offered in CodeNEXT’s 
third draft and admitted Austin’s 
transition from car dependency to 
transit reliance would be “awkward.”

District 3 Council Member Pio Renteria

Renteria said his 
goal in the land 
code rewrite is 
to completely 
eliminate Single-
Family-1 and 
Single-Family-2 
zoning districts—

essentially large-property, low-density 
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Council members dive into policy positions on land use code rewrite
neighborhoods. He said he also 
wants to ensure all property owners 
have the ability to build an accessory 
dwelling unit on their lot. Aligning 
the city’s development goals with its 
mobility efforts—high-capacity transit, 
corridor reconstruction and road 
rehabilitation—will be a major priority 
as well, he said.

District 4 Council Member Greg Casar

In a message 
board post, Casar 
wrote he supports 
radical increases in 
housing supply and 
type and reductions 
in parking and 
compatibility 

requirements. He said he wants to 
find ways to discourage demolitions 
that only result in a larger single-
family home on the lot and wanted 
to explore ways to encourage 
construction of duplexes, triplexes 
or another form of missing middle 
housing instead. Although Casar 
said he supports getting something 
passed in 2019, he also said passage 
will not be the end of the process.

District 5 Council Member Ann Kitchen

Kitchen highlighted 
her concerns 
with larger, more 
expensive single-
family homes 
replacing smaller, 
more affordable 
ones. She said 

parking requirements need to be 
reduced, but she did not want to see 
neighborhoods with narrow streets 
and no sidewalks have no on-site 
parking. Although City Council’s goal 
of 135,000 new housing units by 2025 
is an important one, Kitchen said 
the city  would do better if it focused 
more on the 60,000 affordable units 
by 2025 goal instead.

District 7 Council Member Leslie Pool

Pool, along 
with some of 
her colleagues, 
emphasized 
the nuance and 
context specificity 
needed in the land 
development code 

and zoning maps. She said she would 
be looking at the code through an 
environmental lens. While she said 
she is generally in favor of enhancing 
housing supply and type and reducing 
both parking minimums and structure 
compatibility requirements, Pool said 
she will be supporting action through 
small-area and neighborhood-
planning strategies.

District 9 Council Member Kathie Tovo

Tovo urged caution 
on opening up 
zoning entitlements 
and reducing 
parking minimums 
as a means for more 
dense housing. She 
said she doubted 

the market would produce affordable 
housing on its own, and increasing 
density entitlements and parking 
reductions would sacrifice key 
bargaining chips for City Council. She 
highlighted the need to listen to public 
comment, noting part of the issues 
the city ran into in the last process 
stemmed from the community feeling 
as though it was not being heard. 

District 10 Council Member Alison Alter

Alter said she was 
focused more on 
“getting it right” 
rather than getting 
it done this year. 
With Tovo, she 
said she doubted 
the ability of the 

market to produce affordable housing 
on its own and said the city would 
need bargaining tools to encourage 
developers to provide affordable 
housing. Although she said she 
appreciates the arguments for density 
as a means to fight urban sprawl, she 
said the city needs to focus even more 
on providing open space and parks.

FREE BEER, 
VENDOR VILLAGE,

TACO CANNON, 
& MORE!
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Career center to relocate 
this summer despite 
funding challenges

 TRAVIS COUNTY  Workforce Solutions 
Capital Area provided a timeline to 
Travis County Commissioners Court 
for the relocation of its North Austin 
Center from Airport Boulevard to 
Northeast Austin.  

The organization, which supports 
workforce development for low-in-
come clients, has signed a lease for 
the new space and is scheduled to 
relocate the week of June 21, reopen-
ing July 1, Lawrence Lyman, director 
of the county’s research and plan-
ning division, told commissioners 
at a March 26 meeting. The new 
65,000-square-foot facility will allow 
Workforce Solutions to serve more cli-
ents because of its increased capacity. 

The lease on the largest of the 
nonprofi t’s three centers—the 
North Career Center, located at 6505 
Airport Blvd., Ste. 101—expires this 
June, but rents are rising too rapidly 
for the organization to stay in the 
38,000-square-foot facility, Workforce 
Solutions CEO Tamara Atkinson told 
county commissioners in January.

Travis County commissioners 
approved a one-time investment 
of $496,000 in the organization in 
January to off set the moving costs and 
allow for an expansion of services 
down the line.

News from Austin and Travis County

According to JP Eichmiller, 
Central Health director of 
strategic communications, 

1 in 7 Travis County residents received 
health care services as a direct result of 
funding from the health care district, 
a fi gure Central Health had never met 
before.

NUMBER TO KNOW

 AUSTIN  City Council resolved March 
28 to increase the no-kill commit-
ment at the Austin Animal Center 
from 90% to 95%. Some current 
and former volunteers objected, 
saying the resolution should come 
with additional resources in order to 
improve quality of life for animals 
living for months or years with mini-
mal interaction and engagement. 

 TRAVIS COUNTY  According to the 
2019 County Health Rankings for 
Texas, a report published March 19, 
Travis County is the seventh-health-
iest county in the state. High 
numbers of physicians and several 
socio-economic factors contributed 
to the county’s high ranking.

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

Dockless scooter rules could come as late as May
 AUSTIN  Dockless scooter rider behav-
ior will remain largely unregulated 
for now aft er Austin City Council and 
staff  decided they needed more time 
to workshop the ordinance with the 
community.

Local policymakers were scheduled 
to vote on enforceable regulations for 
dockless scooter riders at the March 28 
City Council meeting, marking a major 
milestone since the two-wheeled vehi-
cles dropped into Austin in April 2018; 
however, the vote was pulled from 
the agenda at the start of the session. 
Council members agreed to set a dead-
line for the vote to May 23.

“Staff  and council want more time 

to develop this draft  ordinance and 
go back out to community to make 
sure everyone understands the draft  
ordinance,” Austin Transportation 
Department spokesperson Marissa 
Monroy said via text. “The rules for 
all micro-mobility devices will remain 
unchanged until council takes this up 
again.”

Although certain practices are 
encouraged, such as staying off  down-
town sidewalks, no laws exist in city 
code around dockless vehicles. The 
ordinance proposed by the transporta-
tion department would have set rules 
that could result in fi nes or citations if 
not obeyed.

COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFF

Austin City Council 
Meets April 25, May 9 and May 23 at 10 
a.m. 
301 W. Second St., Austin
www.austintexas.gov/department/city-
council

Travis County Commissioners Court 
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.traviscountytx.gov commissioners-
court

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_cta

MEETINGS
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DOCKLESS DELAY
After Austin City Council postponed a March 28 vote, the city could be without 
enforceable dockless scooter rules until as late as May. Here are some of the new 
rules that were included in the postponed ordinance and are now on hold.

Riders under 18 years of 
age would be required to 
wear a helmet. 

Scooters would be 
required to obey all traffi c 
laws, such as avoiding use 
of mobile devices.

Fines would be $40 for the 
fi rst violation and $80 for 
subsequent violations.

“Dismount zones” 
downtown where scooters 
would not be allowed

SOURCE: CITY OF AUSTIN/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

1/7

DENTISTRY  YOU CAN’T WAIT TO TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT!
LaTisha is an integral part of the Mesa Dental Team. LaTisha’s gentle manner and 
wonderful sense of humor puts a smile on every pati ents face and makes them 
enjoy their visits to the denti st.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU TO OUR DENTAL FAMILY! 
CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A VISIT

8017 Mesa Drive, Ste. 101, Austi n, Texas 78731
info@mesadentalatx.com | www.mesadentalatx.com

512-345-0289

We are in the Preferred Provider Network for all the major dental insurance plans such as Aetna, BCBS of TX, BCBS 
of IL, Connection Network, Delta, Dentemax, GEHA, Guardian, Humana, MetLife, United Healthcare and many others.

Introducing: LaTisha, 
our registered dental assistant
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Transform your life with stronger credit

The reliable way to build strong credit and savings

www.CreditStrong.com/Impact

Purchase your dream home

Get the car loan you deserve

Be approved for a better 
credit card

No upfront security 
deposit

No credit score required

No hard credit inquiry

Credit Strong is a division of Austin Capital Bank SSB.

© 2019 Austin Capital Bank SSB. All Rights Reserved.

Learn more at 

L A K E WAY
Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro

Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care
Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

© 2019 Belmont Village, L.P. | ALF 107187, 105870

LAKEWAY | 512-402-1800
WEST LAKE HILLS | 512-347-1700

The Community Built for Life.®
belmontvillage.com



Here’s how three proposals in front of Texas 
lawmakers could affect property taxes for schools

Top state leaders have toured the 
state promising Texans they will 
feel less financially cramped by 
oversized property tax bills after 
the legislative session. So far, the 
two legislative chambers have taken 
different approaches to keep that 
promise, meaning they will have to 
hash out an agreement this spring.

School districts levy more than 50 
percent of all local property taxes 
in the state. A few proposals on the 
table would provide some amount of 
tax relief for residents with different 
home values.

How would those proposals affect 
you next year? It depends on where 
you live and what kind of home you 
own. Austin ISD’s tax rate for fiscal 
year 2018-19 was $1.192 per $100 of 
valuation, meaning the owner of a 
$332,000 home—the median home 
value in Austin—would pay about 
$3,960 in school district taxes before 
factoring in an exemption home-
owners are entitled to receive on 
the value of their home for school 
district taxes. 

HOUSE BILL 3

The House’s comprehensive bill 
on school finance and property tax 
reform, authored by Public Educa-
tion Chairperson Rep. Dan Huberty, 
R-Houston, would lower school 
district tax rates statewide by 4 cents 
per $100 of taxable value. It would 

BY ALIYYA SWABY, THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Plan for public education. It would 
double the exemption homeowners 
are entitled to on their home values 
for school taxes, from $25,000 to 
$50,000, if voters pass a constitu-
tional amendment.

The bill does not include language 
on exactly how it would reimburse 

From left: Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, Gov. Greg Abbott and House Speaker Dennis Bonnen 
speak at a joint press conference addressing property tax reform Jan 31.
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also further buy down property taxes 
for school districts with higher tax 
rates and limit their ability to imme-
diately raise them. This would affect 
both homes and commercial proper-
ties in school district boundaries.

The original version of the bill 
would spend about $2.7 billion on 
property tax relief. HB 3 passed out 
of the House on April 8 with a nearly 
unanimous vote.

SENATE BILL 5

A bipartisan group of state sena-
tors, including the Senate’s property 
tax champion, Sen. Paul Betten-
court, R-Houston, has proposed 
expanding the homestead exemption 
from $25,000 to $35,000 if voters 
pass a constitutional amendment. 

The legislation would make up the 
lost school district funding by using 
revenue from oil and gas produc-
tion taxes. Because this bill would 
require voter approval, it probably 
would not kick in until 2021. It has a 
biennial cost of about $1.5 billion.

 Unlike HB 3, this bill would not 
affect school districts’ ability to set 
tax rates. It has been heard in the 
Senate Property Tax Committee, 
which has not taken a vote.

HB 4352

The House Democratic Caucus has 
championed this bill by state Rep. 
Ramon Romero Jr., D-Fort Worth, as 
a key portion of its Texas Kids First 

COMPILED BY THE TEXAS TRIBUNE AND COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have partnered to share essential updates from the 86th legislative 
session. The Tribune is a nonprofi t, nonpartisan news organization that informs and engages with Texans about public policy, 
politics, government and statewide issues. Learn more at www.texastribune.org.+

AT THE CAPITOL
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school districts for the lost funding. 
Like SB 5, it would not affect school 
districts’ ability to set tax rates.

HB 4352 has a biennial cost of 
about $3.4 billion, but would not 
kick in until 2021 because of the 
voter approval needed. It has not 
been taken up by a committee.

SCHOOLS COULD HAVE MORE ARMED MARSHALS

• The Texas Senate advanced a bill April 8 that would remove a cap on the number of school personnel 
who can carry fi rearms at schools. It is the chamber’s latest tweak to the marshal program since last 
year’s mass shooting at Santa Fe High School.

‘BIG THREE’ SUPPORT SALES TAX RAISE

• Texas’ top three political leaders—Gov. Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and House Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen—threw their support behind a proposal April 10 to increase the sales tax by one percentage 
point in order to lower property taxes across the state.

SENATE BILL WOULD BAN GOVERNMENTS FROM PARTNERING WITH AGENCIES THAT PERFORM 
ABORTIONS

• The Texas Senate backed its fi rst major anti-abortion bill of the session April 1—a measure that would 
prohibit state and local governments from partnering with agencies that perform abortions, even if 
they contract for services not related to the procedure.

Legislative highlights

VISIT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/CAPITOL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

COMPILED BY AYAN MITTRA, THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Home Products

Come visit us at our NEW 30,000 sf showroom

5811 Trade Center Dr, Bldg 7
Austin, TX 78744

(512) 916-9354

TriSupplyHome.com
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Trade Center Dr.

Save 
up to

50%

Right Now!

on select Patio Furniture
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E M E R G E N C Y  R O O M
Central Austin

OPEN 24/7

Fair Billing 
Pledge

We Never Balance Bill
We Never Surprise Bill

No Wait Full 
Emergency Care

Locally Owned 
by ER Physicians Making 

Emergency Care Affordable

Serving Central Austin 
at 5525 Burnet Rd.
mdpremier.com
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15% off
2 OR MORE BOTTLES*

Mix, Match, ; Save

Tequila Sale runs 4/15/19-5/4/19. Discount off regular priced 750ml bottles of Tequila. Some exclusions apply. Please drink responsibly.

April 15 - May 4

TWINLIQUORS.COM



 W  hen Thinkery opened at the 
Mueller development in 2013, it 

launched a new chapter in its decades-
long history.

Founded in 1983 as the Austin 
Children’s Museum, the organization 
was originally based downtown and 
operated as a conventional resource for 
families in the area.

When the museum rebranded 
as Thinkery and moved to a 
40,000-square-foot building in East 
Austin, however, 
there was “a 
de� nitive switch,” 
CEO Patricia Young 
Brown said. The 
organization began 
operating under a hybrid model that 
combines elements of a science center 
with a more traditional children’s 
museum. 

Thinkery incorporated learning 
around science, technology, engineer-
ing and math subjects in its exhibits. It 
expanded the ages it serves to include 
older children—up to age 11 rather 
than children age 6 or younger—and 
designed exhibits to help children both 
develop problem-solving skills and 
discover new interests.

“The whole idea is that we’re not 
teaching content, right? We’re teaching 
exploration,” Brown said. “There’s no 
right way to engage in anything; there’s 
just engagement.” 

Visitors can create pipelines through 
which to send a ping-pong-sized ball 
careening or explore their shadow in 
front of a multicolor screen in the Light 
Lab. They can � oat a beach ball over an 
electric air blower and make their own 
stop-motion animation sequences. 

Rather than teach a right way for 
children to complete an activity, 
Thinkery encourages inquiry-based 
play. 

“It’s about creating their own 
version of whatever the activity is,” 
Brown said. 

To serve as many children as possi-
ble, Thinkery works to make its space 
welcoming for all, providing senso-
ry-friendly hours for children who 
have autism spectrum disorder and 

hosting a com-
munity night 
on Wednesday 
evenings, during 
which admis-
sion is dona-

tion-based.
Before starting at Thinkery, Brown 

served as CEO of Central Health, 
which provides health care to low-in-
come residents in Travis County. 
There, she learned how critical access 
to education was to one’s quality of 
life.

In her role at Thinkery, she is able 
to help bolster this access.

“It’s really working with families 
and children to make sure you’re sup-
porting them to have the kind of life 
that they want to create,” she said. 

The museum also hopes to establish 
a pathway for children who may not 
see themselves represented in � elds 
such as engineering or technology.

“If we’re going to have the workforce 
of the future, then we have to capture 
children and families now and say, 
‘This is a place for your learning, [and] 
there are areas of learning that you can 
be engaged in, too,’” Brown said. 

“You have to lay a path for learning.”
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Thinkery at the Meredith Learning Lab

1830 Simond Ave.

512-469-6200

www.thinkeryaustin.org

Hours: Mon. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Tue., Thu., 
Fri. and Sun. 10-5 p.m.; Wed. 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
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1. Patricia Young-Brown became 
CEO of Thinkery in January 2017. She 
previously served as CEO for Cen-
tral Health. 2. Thinkery’s backyard 
includes a stream lined with stone 
slabs. 3. Visitors engage with hands-on 
exhibits in the Light Lab.
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BUSINESS FEATURE BY EMMA FREER

Thinkery
Children’s science center grows alongside city

1

M A R K  YO U R 
C A L E N DA R S

2 3

In honor of the National Math Festival, 
Thinkery hosts a celebration centered on 
three-dimensional bubbles.

MAY 4,10 A.M.-6 P.M. 
GEOMETRIC BUBBLE EVENT

This game-themed event is for adults only 
and features a cash bar, special activities 
and local food trucks.

MAY 16, 7-10 P.M.
THINKERY21

This forthcoming exhibit will focus on 
earth sciences, with hands-on activities 
exploring geysers, sandstorms and more. 

OPENS MAY 25
‘EARTH, WIND, INSPIRE’

“THERE’S NO RIGHT WAY TO 
ENGAGE IN ANYTHING; THERE’S 
JUST ENGAGEMENT.” 

— PATRICIA YOUNG BROWN, THINKERY CEO

Commercial Site Selection, Negotiation, 
Construction, and Consulting
Contact danny@gospacesquared.com 

SPACE FOUND. SPACE BUILT.

FOLLOW @NOMADICBEERWORKS OPENING SPRING 2019

Primary Investigator 
Dr. Elizabeth Peckham
Looking for interested 
volunteers to participate in a 
research study Medical and 
treatment expenses covered

CENTRAL TEXAS 
NEUROLOGY CONSULTANTS

Advanced Parkinson’s Disease
Male or Female at least 30 years of age 
(excluding DBS & moderate dementia)

Research Department
16040 Park Valley Drive, B-100 Round Rock, TX 78681 
If interested please email: k.lopez@ctncpa.org
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Find out what homes are selling for 
in your neighborhood: 
realtyaustin.com/market-analysis

realtyaustin.com  |  512-241-1300

Monte Vista 
2521  Spring Ln
4 BD 4 BA 4,413 SQ FT
CONNIE SPELCE 
512.784.5850

Travis Heights
1225  Hillside Ave  #3
3 BD 3.5 BA 2,464 SQ FT
KATIE JACKSON 
512.627.1625

Manor Road
2106  Greenwood Ave
3 BD 2.5 BA 2,055 SQ FT
KRISTINA MODARES 
512.222.9050

Highlands
5315  Martin Ave
4 BD 3 BA 2,083 SQ FT
SEAN MCCORMACK 
512.653.1213

Mueller
4013  Briones St
3 BD 2 BA 1,560 SQ FT
TOM THORNTON 
512.636.0672

Allandale Place
8109  Parkdale Dr
3 BD 2 BA 1,330 SQ FT
EMILY RUSSELL 
512.653.7082

Bartonplace Condo
1600  Barton Springs Rd  #1508
1 BD 1 BA 743 SQ FT
BRENDA UNDERWOOD 
512.293.2805

Southridge
1400  Southport Dr  #B
2 BD 1 BA 912 SQ FT
ZACH WALLACE 
512.743.1843

St Johns Home
502  Delmar Ave
5 BD 2 BA 1,408 SQ FT
JOE & KARA KEENAN 
512.415.7653

Angell
6101  Caddie St
2 BD 1.5 BA 1,155 SQ FT
YUSUF JOHNSON 
512.419.8020

An Austin Institution Since 1986
Now with a fifth Austin area location

WALLS: Evening White OC-81, Aura® Matte 

Downtown
1211 W. 6th St.
(512) 480-8466

Oakhill
7010 W. Hwy. 71
(512) 358-6111

Koenig
2012 W. Koenig Lane
(512) 452-6202

Westlake
3201 Bee Caves Rd.
(512) 329-8891

New Location
8200 IH-35
(512) 351-9300

Visit your nearest locally owned location:

©2018 Benjamin Moore & Co. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Color Lock, Paint like no other, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

ClementsPaint.com

20% OFF
ALL IN-STORE 

PURCHASES
May not be combined with 

any other offers.

 is honored to present:

An Evening 
with 

Paula D’Arcy

Monday, May 13th � 7:00 - 8:30 P.M.
Doors open at 6:15 P.M.
St. Louis King of France 

Catholic Church Main Sanctuary 
7601 Burnet Rd. Austi n, TX 78757

 COST: 
INDIVIDUAL TICKET $35: 

includes a copy of Winter of the Heart 

TWO TICKETS $60: 
includes a copy of Winter of the Heart

For informati on and to register: 
512-472-7878

www.austi ngrief.org/pauladarcy

Noted author and spiritual retreat leader. 
Paula will read from her most recent book 

WINTER OF THE HEART: Finding Your Way 
through the Mystery of Grief.  Paula will share 
from her inti mate knowledge of loss and will 

also answer questi ons from the audience.
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Siena Ristorante Toscana

6203 N. Capital of Texas Hwy., Austin

512-349-7667

www.sienaaustin.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., 
5-9:30 p.m.; Sat. 5-9:30 p.m.; Sun. 5-9 
p.m.
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Pork rib chop: $27
This bone-in chop comes with black 
peppercorn, dijon and a truffl e honey glaze 
and is served with potatoes. 

Pork rib chop: $27

This bone-in chop comes with black 
peppercorn, dijon and a truffl e honey glaze 
and is served with potatoes. 

DINING FEATURE

 W  hen Harvey Harris traveled to 
Italy in 1998, he said he had 

to forget everything he knew about 
Italian cooking. 

At the time, Harris already knew 
quite a bit about the cuisine. He had 
been the chef at Mezzaluna, a popular, 
now-closed Italian spot in downtown 
Austin. That led him to eventually 
connect with local restaurateur Stan 
Adams, who wanted to open a restau-
rant that looked like it was picked up 
in Tuscany and dropped into Texas. 

To prepare for the opening of Siena 
Ristorante Toscana, Harris took part 
in a six-month program through the 
International School of Italian Cuisine 
for Foreigners. 

“I was fortunate to go over there 
when I wasn’t still arrogant and 

thought I knew everything,” Harris 
said. “Basically, what it did, it � lled in 
the gaps in my education and pol-
ished everything else.” 

The program began with two 
months of classes followed by a four-
month stint working in the kitchen of 
Il Pino, a restaurant in the small town 
of San Gimignano within the province 
of Siena. When Harris walked into 
that kitchen, the Sweetwater, Texas, 
native said the smells of “cantaloupes, 
leather, wood furniture, gun oil and 
cured meats” reminded him of his 
grandmother’s house. 

Harris brought the techniques and 
lessons he learned in Tuscany back 
to Austin, and in March 2000, Siena 
Ristorante Toscana opened near the 
intersection of Loop 360 and RM 2222. 

Now, the kitchen is still baking fresh 
bread and cooking scratch-made pasta 
as the restaurant prepares to enter its 
20th year in business.

Harris said the biggest lesson he has 
taken away from Italian food is that 
simplicity is key. While many Amer-
icans assume gourmet Italian dishes 
are all complex and heavily seasoned, 
some are lightly garnished with just 
salt or a little olive oil to let the fresh 
ingredients speak for themselves. 
In that way, Harris said, Italian food 
reminded him of some of the best 
meals he ate in Texas. 

“You really want to use the mini-
mum amount of ingredients to bring 
out the maximum amount of natural 
� avor that’s there. Anything else is a 
mask,” Harris said.

BY JACK FLAGLERSiena Ristorante Toscana
Chef Harvey Harris embraces Tuscan fl avors and simple ingredients

Tagliatelle: $19
Pasta is made from scratch at Siena. 
This dish includes a Bolognese 
sauce and Grana Padano cheese. 

Risotto: $26
The spring rice dish is served with mushrooms, 
asparagus, peas and cherry tomatoes along 
with black truffl e and pecorino cheese. 

1: Owner Stan Adams opened Siena 
Ristorante Toscana in March 2000.  2: 
Chef Harvey Harris traveled to Italy 
for six months in 1998 before Siena 
opened in Austin.

2
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WANT TO EARN UP TO 4X MORE  
ON YOUR MONEY MARKET?

member fdic

Visit your local branch at: 
623 W. 38th St. at Guadalupe | 512.829.2270 | www.pioneer.bank/MONEY6

Put your money to work.
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✪WHITE WING TRAIL
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buda
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Just 15 minutes south of downtown Austin, 

Sunfield offers homeowners a break from the 

daily grind. Enjoy the miles of hike and bike trails, 

catch and release ponds, the dog park or the 

amazing Sunbright Amenity Center with a Junior 

Olympic Pool and plenty of shade – plus the 

Lazy River Amenity Center opening in 2019!

master-planned living on the 
south side of austin from the $190s
CASTLEROCK  •  CENTEX  •  CHESMAR HOMES
GEHAN HOMES  •  PULTE HOMES  •  WILLIAM LYON HOMES

Sunfieldtx.com

Ask About 

Our New 

Lifestyle

Program!

Must present coupon to redeem $5 play card. 
Expires 7/31/19. One card per person.

RECEIVE $5 ARCADE GAME CARD

7101 W. Hwy 71, Austin TX 78735  |  (512) 271-4964  |  info@epicfun.com

WEEKLY SPECIALS!
$2 BEER EVERYDAY FROM 7 PM - CLOSE
MONDAY 
MADNESS
All day Spin 

And Win

TERRIFIC 
TUESDAYS

Kids Eat Free*

WINE 
DOWN 

WEDNESDAY
1/2 priced 

bottles of wine 
all day

THIRSTY 
THURSDAYS

$2 pints 
of beer; all 

burgers 1/2 
price

290

71

290

with any $20 purchase

7101 W. Hwy 71,
Austin TX 78735

Laser tag • Elevated Ropes Course • Arcade • Bumper Cars • Rock Climbing 
Time Challenge • Mini Bowling •  Ballocity • Axe Throwing • Cafe & Wifi  • Beer & Wine 
Chef Inspired, family friendly menu • Birthday Parties • Private and Corporate Events

Epic Fun, a local, family-owned, 30,000 sq. ft. entertainment gem is nestled behind the trees 
of Oak Hill Plaza waiting to share a day of epic adventure with you, your family, and friends!

INDOOR FAMILY FUN CENTER WITH A TWIST: 

EPIC FUN IS 
TURNING 1BIRTHDAY BASH ON MAY 10TH

WE’RE THROWING A
EAT.

PLAY.

PARTY.



Central Texas is already one of the 
most � ash-� ood-prone regions in 
North America according to Austin’s 
emergency management o�  ce. How-
ever, a new federal study shows more 
intense rainfall has exacerbated that 
threat in the capital city, nearly dou-
bling the amount of structures in dan-
ger of � ooding from 4,000 to 7,200.

Such changes are acutely felt in Cen-
tral Austin. According to a Community 
Impact Newspaper analysis of the new 
proposed � ood maps, approximately 
694 properties previously thought to 
be out of harm’s way are now in the 
� ood zone. O�  cials say the properties 
will likely be subject to � ood insurance 
requirements, tighter development 
rules and property value reductions.  

“Our understanding of � ood risk 
has changed signi� cantly,” said Kevin 
Shunk, � ood plain administrator with 
Austin’s Watershed Protection Depart-
ment. “There are more people and 
buildings at risk of � ooding than we 
previously thought.” 

The study—called Atlas-14—was con-
ducted by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and is 
the � rst of its kind since 1961. Shunk 
said the result is the most signi� cant 
change to the city’s � ood-mitigation 
e� orts since � ood maps were � rst 
introduced in 1983.  

“Any � ood-[mitigation] infrastruc-
ture in the entire city is now under-
sized,” Shunk said. “Every bit of it.” 

Although Austin is no stranger to 
deadly � oods, o�  cials, environmental-
ists and developers agree the changes 
to follow Atlas-14 will be costly, espe-
cially as the city grapples with its 
ongoing a� ordability crisis and rapid 
population growth. However, experts 
say defense against the forces of 
Mother Nature should be looked at as 

a long-term a� ordability strategy, as 
doing nothing will come at a much 
higher cost in the future. 

AUSTIN BUCKLES DOWN

Shunk said since the rainfall data 
was � nalized last fall, his department 
has been scrambling to educate prop-
erty owners on their new � ood risk 
and tighter development restrictions 
coming down the pipeline. 

Atlas-14 shows a roughly 33% 
increase in the amount of rain that 
could fall in a 24-hour period. As a 
result, the properties experiencing 
greater � ood risk are those in close 
proximity to the city’s creeks, such as 
Shoal, Waller, and East and West Boul-
din, since more intense rain means a 
wider spread of creek over� ow. The 
area over which a creek’s � oodwaters 
can reach is called a � ood plain. 

Flood plains are dictated by rain-
fall intensity and the likelihood that 
a storm with such rainfall intensity 
could occur in a given year. A 25-year 
storm has a 4% chance of occur-
ring in a year; a 100-year storm has a 
1% chance of occurring in a year; and a 
500-year storm has a 0.2% chance. 
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Austin flood risk substantially expanded
New data shows 80% increase in structures within flood plain

The larger fl ood zones resulting from the Atlas-14 study encompass nearly 700 more 
Central Austin properties than before. Such properties will see tighter regulations and, 
likely, decreased property value, according to local real estate experts. The map shows the 
impact in different areas of Central Austin.

Total properties new to 
the 100-year fl ood plain

694

PROPERTIES NEW TO THE FLOOD ZONE 

 CONTINUED ON 30
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SOURCES: CITY 
OF AUSTIN, AUSTIN 
BOARD OF REALTORS, TEXAS 
WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

WHAT IS A 
100-YEAR 

FLOOD PLAIN?

An area that will fl ood 
during a 100-year 
storm, or a storm 

with a 1% chance of 
occurring within a 
24-hour period in 

one year.

Property owners with 
structures in the fl ood 
plain will have to buy 
fl ood insurance.

Realtors say 
property values 
typically decrease 
in the fl oodplain.

Along with a pair of new fl oodplain devel-
opment restrictions proposed by the city, 
properties in the 100-year fl oodplain will 
be impacted in a variety of ways. 

*No additional dwell-
ing units can be built 
on properties within 
the fl ood plain.

*All new construction 
must be raised 2 feet 
above the fl ood plain.EXPECT

YOUR RISK DESIGNED BY SHELBY SAVAGE

*PROPOSED BY AUSTIN’S WATERSHED PROTECTION DEPARTMENT 
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 Before Atlas-14’s � ndings, a 25-year 
storm brought 7.5 inches of rain in 24 
hours; a 100-year storm brought 10.2 
inches of rain in 24 hours; and a 500-
year storm brought 13.5 inches. The 
intensity of these storms have since 
jumped. A� er the Atlas-14 � ndings, a 
25-year storm would now bring 2.5 more 
inches of rain. Properties formerly in 
the 500-year � ood zone are now in the 
100-year zone, meaning a storm that 
drops more than 13 inches of rain in 24 
hours is � ve times more likely to hit in a 
year than previously understood. 

Cities like Austin design � ood infra-
structure and regulate land use based 
on 100-year storm levels. Now that the 
100-year storm has jumped in inten-
sity and the � ood plain has expanded, 
the watershed protection department 
has proposed tighter development 

 CONTINUED FROM 29
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restrictions, highlighted by a perma-
nent moratorium on adding dwelling 
units in the � ood plain and a require-
ment that the ground � oor on any rede-
velopment or new construction needs 
to be li� ed 2 feet above the � ood plain. 

The ordinance changes were initially 
scheduled for a City Council vote this 
spring; however, watershed protection 
o�  cials wanted further public input 
before submitting the proposal. A vote 
is now expected for October.

David Maidment, professor of envi-
ronmental and water resource engi-
neering at The University of Texas, said 
the new e� orts at mitigating � ood risk 
are the city’s way of ensuring no repeats 
of the destruction of residences along 
Onion Creek in the 2013 and 2015 � oods 
and the $100 million in tax money sub-
sequently spent on buying people out of 
those properties. 

“We’ve got to plan more appropriately 

in the future than what was done in the 
past,” Maidment said. “It’s clearly a 
shock to people who are now going to 
be in a � ood zone that weren’t before, 
but it’s just a recognition of the risk that 
exists.” 

A ‘NEW NORMAL’

Local environmental experts say the 
� ndings of Atlas-14 only further the evi-
dence of a shi� ing climate. 

“We have to acknowledge that we’ve 
entered a new normal with extreme 
weather events,” said Jo Karr Tedder, 
founder of the nonpro� t Central Texas 
Water Coalition, which advocates for 
use of scienti� c data in water manage-
ment. “We must use current data and 
science to better prepare for the future.” 

Maidment said city planning has 
to take the shi� ing climate into con-
sideration, and acknowledging Atlas-
14’s increased � ood levels across the 

community is a “step in the right direc-
tion.”  

Brian Zabcik, a clean water advocate 
with Environment Texas, said tighter 
development rules could not only 
mitigate � ood risk but also provide 
water-quality bene� ts, as less develop-
ment in the � ood plain means less pol-
lutive runo�  entering the city’s streams. 
Atlas-14, he said, was long overdue.

“If we build in � ood plains, if we put 
more pavement over land that � ows into 
our streams, we’re going to increase 
� ooding and make the problem worse,” 
Zabcik said. “If we rede� ne our � ood 
plains according to Atlas-14, we can pull 
back from streams and channels and 
reduce the runo�  � owing into them.” 

In Austin City Council Member Leslie 
Pool’s District 7, which stretches from 
Central to North Austin, many proper-
ties will enter the � ood plain for the � rst 
time as a result of Atlas-14. Pool said her 

NATURALLY FLOOD-PRONE LAND

Because Austin is located in the state’s “Flash-Flood 
Alley, fl ood management is a relevant and ongoing part 
of city  operations and planning.

1991Dec. 18-23—citywide

1992 City of Austin 
establishes drainage 
utility to oversee stormwater 
management programs

1996 Watershed 
protection department 
created

2004 November—
citywide

2007 Jan. 13—West 
Bouldin

2010 Tropical 
Storm Hermine, 
Sept. 7— Bull 
Creek

2013 Oct. 13—Williamson Creek, 
Barton Creek/Gaines Tributary.

2015 May 25—Shoal Creek, Waller 
Creek, Walnut Creek

2018 City of Austin creates 100-
year water resiliency plan
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YEAR 1996-97 TOTALS ABSENT DUE TO INSUFFICIENT DATA

1981 May. 24—Shoal 
Creek, Walnut Creek/Little 
Walnut

1982 City of 
Austin institutes 
fi rst drainage fee

1982-1991 
Funds raised by drainage 
fee can now be used for 
stormwater management

RAINFALL AND FLOODS IN AUSTIN
Austin fl uctuates between heavy rainfall and 
drought, but some fl oods have been large 
enough to be classifi ed as major by the city. 

Major fl ood event

City of Austin event

G R OWT H  I N  A 

2018 October—Lake Travis 
and Colorado River fl oods lead to 
citywide boil water notice 

   
GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION 
MAY 11, 2019
FREE for the public. RSVP at
thecontemporaryaustin.org/makeityours

épicerie at The Contemporary   •   Shaded Gardens    •   Artist-Designed Museum Shop
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MANSFIELD DAM
The Mansfi eld Dam was built in 1937 and is 

part of the Highland Lakes chain on the Col-
orado River, which was created to manage 

fl oods and generate power. 
COURTESY LOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY

constituents have been talking about 
the potential � ood plain changes for the 
last two years. 

Pool said the 1981 Memorial Day 
� ood that killed 13 people was a 
wake-up call for Austin and resulted in 
several property buyouts along Shoal 
Creek in what is now her district. She 
said something similar could happen 
again without proper preparation, 
especially as the region experiences 
more intense rainfall.

“My bottom line is I want folks to be 
safe and keep themselves out of danger-
ous situations,” Pool said. “We need to 
increase our resiliency and ensure our 
housing situation is more sustainable.” 

BALANCING AFFORDABILITY

Felicia Foster is an architect and 
member of the In� ll Builders Council, 
a group that advocates and educates on 

in� ll development issues. According to 
Foster, many in the development com-
munity believe the pending regulations 
could “ruin” building in Austin. 

Although Foster said she appreciates 
the city’s e� orts to educate the commu-
nity about the upcoming changes, the 
new regulations—such as upgrading 
storm infrastructure to bigger pipes and 
on-site detention ponds on commercial 
projects to raising new homes 2 feet 
above the � oodplain—will add costs for 
both the homebuyers and sellers. 

David Glenn, director of government 
a� airs with the Home Builders Associa-
tion of Greater Austin, said the cost asso-
ciated with requiring new construction 
to be raised 2 feet above the � ood plain 
could run up to a few thousand dollars, 
which will trickle down to the listing 
price. Building an accessory dwelling 
unit, or ADU, on a property and renting 

it out is a key way for both homeowners 
and renters to � ght a� ordability chal-
lenges. However, the proposed density 
moratorium would prohibit ADU con-
struction in the � ood plains.

“We understand it’s a good e� ort and 
you’re trying to protect the area, but 
you have to look at the bigger picture 
and realize how this death by 1,000 
cuts is killing a� ordability,” Glenn 
said. “Austinites love their things—
trees, creeks, et cetera. The problem is, 
they don’t have a clear vision of what 
the top priority is. What is the thing 
that Austin needs to sacri� ce the most 
for? We think that’s a� ordability.” 

On the other hand, homes that are 
new to the � ood plain and its regu-
lations will likely take a hit to prop-
erty value, especially if City Council 
approves the prohibition of additional 
density, said Gordon Gorychka, a 

realtor with 40 years of experience in 
the Austin area. 

“If it’s a single-family unit now, it’ll 
have to stay single-family unit; I think 
that will have a dramatic e� ect on 
property value,” Gorychka said. 

However, Shunk said the proposed 
� ood regulations are part of an a� ord-
ability strategy, just one that takes 
more of a long view. 

“We are, in a way, making things 
more a� ordable because we’re limiting 
the � ood damage that could happen,” 
Shunk said. “It’s the � ood damage that 
is hard overcome � nancially, so if we 
protect houses now then we make it 
more a� ordable in the future.”

Taylor Jackson Buchanan contributed 
additional reporting to this story. 

SOURCES: CITY OF AUSTIN, NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

THE AUSTIN POPULATION Amid its history with 
intense rain and deadly fl oods, Austin’s 
population has continued to grow, placing more 
pressure on the city to bolster fl ood-mitigation efforts. 

IMPERVIOUS COVER Replacing natural, ground cover with an impervious surface such as a building or road 
generates more stormwater runoff. The amount of impervious cover over Austin’s land area has continued to grow 
with the city’s population and development boom. The city gas impervious cover data for the following years. 

PERCENT OF IMPERVIOUS COVER CITYWIDE 

NATURAL GROUND COVER IMPERVIOUS SURFACE 

P
O

P
U

LA
TI

O
N

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

YEAR

1997 2003 2006 2012 2015

18.5% 22% 23.1% 25% 26.8%

27% The increase in the city of 
Austin’s population from 2009 to 
2019. The city is expected to surpass 
1 million residents in 2020. 6

additional square 
miles in Austin are 
now at fl ood risk 

following Atlas-14.  

For more information visit  
communityimpact.com.
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specifi c to your needs

711 W. 38th St., Unit C-2
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512-388-4660
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 CONTINUED FROM 1

Travis County defendants who cannot afford private counsel access 
representation through a variety of departments. A public defender’s offi ce, 
advocates said, would provide more oversight, funding and infrastructure. 

A right to Indigent 
defense

89%

DESIGNED BY SHELBY SAVAGE

were assigned 
counsel

were assigned 
counsel

57%

counsel
In 2018, a majority of defendants 
in Travis County were ruled 
indigent and assigned counsel.

SOURCES: AUSTIN/TRAVIS COUNTY 
REENTRY ROUNDTABLE, TEXAS 

APPLESEED, THE EFFECTS OF HOLISTIC 

DEFENSE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
OUTCOMES, TEXAS INDIGENT DEFENSE 

COMMISSION 2018 FEASIBILITY STUDY, 

TRAVIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
COURT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Since 2001, the TIDC has helped establish 13 of the 
state’s 20 public defender’s o�  ces. 

“We’ve seen both in anecdote and in study a� er 
study a� er study that these public defender’s o�  ces 
tend to provide better representation,” TIDC Executive 
Director Geo� rey Burkhart said. 

A 2018 study by researchers at Rand Corp. and the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School found that 
a holistic public defense model—like the one Travis 
County is proposing—reduces the likelihood of jail or 
prison sentences by 16% and expected sentence length 
by 24%, leading to lower incarceration costs for local 
and state governments.  

But challenges remain, including cost and pushback 
from private defense attorneys.

This � scal year, Travis County allotted more than 
$137 million—12.58% of its budget—to corrections and 
rehabilitation. The addition of a public defender’s 
o�  ce would increase the county’s indigent defense 
spending more than a third, from $13.9 million in FY 
2018 to $19.3 million in FY 2020, as projected in a TIDC 
feasibility study.

The deadline for the grant, which would cover half 
of the new o�  ce’s costs over four years, is May 10. 

A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT 

“Building a public defender’s o�  ce is not about 
saving money or e�  ciencies,” said Amanda Woog, 
executive director of the Texas Fair Defense Project, a 
nonpro� t that advocates for the rights of low-income 
Texans within the criminal justice system, and chair-
person of the county’s indigent legal services work 

group. “Both of those things can happen and, I believe, 
will happen. ... But this is about more than that.” 

In 2001, the Texas Legislature passed the Fair 
Defense Act, which required the state’s criminal courts 
to adopt formal procedures for appointing lawyers to 
poor defendants and created what later became the 
TIDC to oversee the process. 

Travis County has been working to improve defense 
for qualifying clients since at least 1971, when it created 
the state’s � rst juvenile public defender’s o�  ce. 

More recently, in 2015, it replaced “bench appoint-
ments”—in which judges assigned indigent cases to 
private attorneys, raising concerns of favoritism—with 
a random system that is managed by the Capital Area 
Private Defender Service. It appoints private lawyers to 
represent indigent clients for a � at fee. 

As proposed, the public defender’s o�  ce would 
handle 30% of those cases. Private attorneys, through 
CAPDS, would continue to represent the remainder. 

Despite progress on the public defender’s o�  ce 
front, issues persist with CAPDS, including a problem-
atic pay structure and overloaded attorneys. 

“A � at rate creates perverse incentives,” said Chris 
Perri, a criminal defense lawyer and  member of the 
Austin Criminal Defense Lawyers Association board 
who supports increased funding for CAPDS. “And that 
incentivizes speedily resolving a case instead of quality 
resolving the case.”

According to state-commissioned guidelines for 
indigent defense caseloads, attorneys should carry no 
more than 236 misdemeanors or 174 felonies annually 
to ensure e� ective representation—and fewer if the 
charges are more serious.

In 2018, the most indigent cases a private attorney 
in Travis County took on was 628, per the TIDC. Thir-
ty-three of the 231 attorneys—or one in seven—con-
tracted by the county exceeded the maximum caseload 
of 236; all had a mix of misdemeanor and felony cases. 

Researchers at the Council of State Governments, 
a nonpartisan, nonpro� t think tank, found in a 2018 
report that, controlling for all factors that could impact  
results, defendants charged with a drug possession fel-
ony were 16% more likely to be found guilty if they had 
been appointed an attorney than if they had hired one. 

A WORK IN PROGRESS

In October, Travis County Judge Sarah Eckhardt 
spearheaded the creation of a 14-member indigent 
legal services work group, consisting of defense 
attorneys, activists, academics and county sta� .

Its task is to explore paths to create a public 
defender’s o�  ce, improve CAPDS and reform the pay 
structure for appointed counsel. 

But the group has experienced some setbacks.
In February, two members a�  liated with the 

ACDLA resigned, citing con� ict with activist mem-
bers, a rushed process and inadequate funding for 
CAPDS. 

In March, the group missed a deadline to submit a 
letter of intent to the TIDC, whose board ultimately 
waived the requirement. The group members were 
unable to come to a consensus regarding the letter 
in time, and local criminal judges refused to sign o�  
on it. 

Deborah Fowler, executive director of the nonpro� t 
Texas Appleseed, which helped pass the Fair Defense 

26,260
misdemeanor 

cases

12,684
felony cases

Hiring Lifeguards, Cashiers, and Swim Instructors
Starting pay $15/hr, work outdoors, and advancement opportunities.

More info at lifeguardaustin.com
It’s never too early or late to learn how to swim. Financial aid available.

More information at austintexas.gov/swimming  

Children, Teen and Adult Swim Lessons available now!

¡Clases de natación para niños, adolescentes y adultos!
Nunca es demasiado temprano o tarde para aprender a nadar. Ayuda fi nanciera disponible.

Más información en austintexas.gov/swimming

¡Se buscan salvavidas, cajeros e instructores de natación!
Salario inicial de $15 hora, trabajo al aire libre y oportunidades de ascenso.

Más información en lifeguardaustin.com
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Public defender’s 
office

Rising COSTS

The BIG PICTUREA Travis County public defender’s offi ce would handle up to 30 percent of 
indigent cases and comprise 66 staff. The offi ce would practice a holistic 
defense model, in which attorneys address both the case at hand and 
issues such as substance use, mental illness, or housing instability.

RENDERING COURTESY TRAVIS COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS LLC

Since 2001, indigent defense spending has increased 
dramatically. Per a TIDC feasibility study, a public defender’s 
offi ce would cost around $19 million in its fi rst four years.   

The push to create a public defender’s offi ce in 
Travis County is one of many ongoing efforts to 
reform the local criminal justice system. 

48
attorneys

8
support staff

4
social workers

TRAVIS COUNTY INDIGENT DEFENSE SPENDING

2001

2018

$4,682,371

$13,882,414

INDIGENT DEFENSE COST TO AVERAGE TRAVIS COUNTY TAXYPAYER

2001

$6

2018

$11

2018
State average

$10

Local taxpayers

9.6%
State funding

 90.4%

social workers

48
attorneys
48
attorneys 6

investigators
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Due in part to diversion 
programs, including the 
new Sobering Center, 
jail bookings are down 
28% since 2013. 

In January, Travis 
County commission-
ers unanimously 
approved $328.5 
million to pay for a 
new courts facility 
downtown. 

JAIL DIVERSION 

NEW CIVIL & FAMILY COURTS

BOND REFORM

For decades, the 
county has waived 
bail for those who 
qualify, saving 
millions in jail costs 
annually.

Act, said this type of pushback was to be expected. 
“In a lot of the places where we worked, the attor-

neys who were part of the appointment wheels were 
very concerned that if you created a public defend-
er’s o�  ce, it would mean that they would no longer 
get appointed cases or at least [appointed enough 
cases] to continue to make a living,” Fowler said.

This fear is unfounded, Eckhardt said, because the 
county’s rapid population growth ensures there will 
be plenty of clients for private attorneys to defend.

Additionally, funding for a public defender’s o�  ce 
is intrinsically tied up in funding for CAPDS.

“We have to bring up the private defense bar on an 
appropriate pay structure at the same time we bring 
up a public defender’s o�  ce,” Eckhardt said. “The 
reason why it has to be simultaneous is because oth-
erwise we will break the budget.”

While the startup costs of a public defender’s o�  ce 
are signi� cant, even with TIDC funding, the potential 
savings are even greater—and could help o� set the 
costs of paying private attorneys an hourly rate.

WHAT’S AHEAD

The work group is � nalizing its grant application, 
which will detail what a public defender’s o�  ce 
would look like in Travis County. 

Eckhardt said she is “extremely con� dent” its 
members will meet the May 10 deadline.

If created, the o�  ce would � t into a series of crim-
inal justice reforms made at the local level, from the 
county’s jail diversion programs to the city of Aus-
tin’s Freedom Cities policies, which are intended to 
reduce racial disparities in discretionary arrests and 
to ensure police o�  ces who ask about immigration 

status inform people of their right not to answer. 
“Much of the reform e� orts nationwide had been 

focused on either the back end, which is to say 
prisons, or the front end, which is to say pre-trial 
and policing and things like that, and has really 
skipped over that middle bit, which is prosecution 
and defense,” Burkhart said. “If you’re going to have 
criminal justice reform, you have to have public 
defense reform.”

Home Loans and Auto Loans: APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Limited time offer. United Heritage policies, terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Existing United Heritage loans not eligible. Rates &
fees subject to change without notice. Membership required. Auto Loans: APR dependent on collateral, loan amount, credit and term selected. Various repayment terms available. Home Loans: APR is
subject to underwriting approval and may increase depending on borrower qualification, applicable finance charges or repayment term. Cash out is a 50(a)(6) first lien only. Closing costs apply. Equal
Housing Opportunity. NMLS #630601. Federally Insured by NCUA.

Visit uhcu.org/impact
for more information.

Home Loans Auto Loans
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$10 OFF ANY PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE
Limit one coupon per customer per day.

Must present this ad. Expires 5/28/19

2730 S. Congress • gonursery.com • 512.448.2992

Register online at www.gonursery.com/events | Classes start at 11:00

A GARDEN STORE & SO MUCH MORE!

Join us the 1st Saturday of every month for our

Fairy Garden Workshop

CTA

KARAVEL AUSTIN
5501 BURNET RD

  (512) 459-7603

  
 

Use code  to redeem

GET YOUR Spring 

STARTED OFF ON THE RIGHT FOOT

Take an additional

a purchase of $100 or more when you bring in 
this coupon. Only redeemable on regularly priced 

19impact

$15 OFF

ADDRESS
3300 W. Anderson Ln.

Austin, TX 78757
(512) 420-2222

www.eldoradocafeatx.com

Tues–Sat: 7:30am to 9:30pm
Sun: 8:30am to 8:30pm

Closed Mondays
Happy Hour, Tue-Fri, 4p-6p

HOURS

Free
COFFEE
with purchase of 
breakfast entree.  

Buy 1 breakfast taco get 1 

Free

Mexican-inspired comfort food in a casual, seated 
dining and drinking destination.

Tuesday - Friday 7:30 to 11:00. 
Expires 5/31/19.

OR

From reporting park maintenance
and traffic signal timing 

to potholes and water waste

Call 3-1-1 or use the app

Central Texas’ Leading Removal 
& Exclusion Service

512.363.8070 | www.CritterRidderTX.com

HUMANE &

CHEMICAL FREE

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention • Dead Animal 
Removal • Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

Don’t let critters 
enter through a storm 

damaged roof!
Call us for roof 

replacement or repairs.

WHAT THE HAIL?
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Disinfectant, Odor Removal, Repair 
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Catering & Large Party Reservations
30 to 500 (events@coopersbbq.com)

217 Congress
CoopersBBQaustin.com

World-Class BBQ
 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Llano Llounge Open Late
WITH FULL BAR MENU

Live Music
Valet Parking (AFTER 5PM)

Curbside Pickup
 2 SPOTS ON 3RD ST

SINK YOUR TEETH INTO SOME
REAL TEXAS FLAVOR.

Open Daily Until Midnight

With food purchase of 
$15 or more.

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit one per order.

FREE
SMALL SIDE
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DENTS DINGS HAIL DAMAGE PAINTLESS DENT REPAIR

$10 OFF $100
ALL FORMS OF PAYMENT ACCEPTED

FAST, FREE & FRIENDLY ESTIMATES

512-845-5865

WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR OFFICE!

Downtown Aust in
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cafebluetx.com
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PRUNING 
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FERTIL IZATION 
PLANTING

FREE  
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$25 OFF  
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$50 OFF  
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One Box.
Infinite Combinations.

Food tastes better when you feel good about what you’re eating!

Open Daily 10:30 am to 9 pm • www.wokoloco.com 

Buy a Medium or Jumbo Box 
and get a Jr Box

Expires 5.31.19

FREE

1201 Barbara Jordan Blvd 1280
Austin, TX 78723 

E. 51 St.

Lancaster D
r.Barbara Jordan Blvd.

I-35
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A NEW KIND OF
OLD-FASHIONED
BARBER SHOP

$5 OFF 
MEN AND BOYS RECEIVE

To book your appointment visit us at
FINLEYSFORMEN.COM
or call 512-394-7588 

Book early, space is limited.

W. 39TH ST.

M
ED

IC
AL

 PK
W

Y.

N.
 LA

M
AR

 B
LV
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W. 38TH ST.
N

Must mention this ad. Expiration date: 5/30/19
Valid at N. Lamar location only

HOURS:
Mon - Fri 9-8

Sat 9-5, Sun 12-6

THE WAY A BARBERSHOP

Should Be

NORTH LAMAR LOCATION
3800 N. Lamar Blvd, Suite 165, Austin, TX  78756 

(38th & Lamar)

SALES ★ REPAIR ★ INSTALLATION

The Residential Perimeter Security Specialists

512-296-2671www.austinestategate.com
anthony@austinestategate.com

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE

• Automatic Gates
• Telephone Entry
• Radio Controls
• Video Security
• Ornamental Iron

• Wood Fencing
• Rails
• Refurbishing
• Powerwashing
• Replacement Remotes

Buy ONE remote, get ONE FREE! One coupon per residence ($50 value)

$5 OFF
$25* MINIMUM

PURCHASE

Show Mom Some Love!Show Mom Some Love!

WWW.CAFEMONET.ORG

*Pre-tax amount • Exp: May 31, 2019

Downtown Deal!

Serving contemporary home-style Japanese meals and drinks 
in casual and comfortable atmospheres.

$2 OFF
Ramen Bowl or Sushi Combo

Ni-Komé
Fareground at One Eleven
111 Congress Avenue

Daruma Ramen
612-b E 6th St

Must present coupon. 
Expiration date 6/24/19.

Easter n European
FUSION

in Austin, TX

“Brama” means “gates” and we’re opening
ours to humble and honest food

 of Eastern Europe!

Steck Ave.

Spicewood Springs

MOPAC

3301 Steck Ave, Austin, TX 78757 | 512-579-0880 | www.bramarestaurant.com

PORK SCHNITZEL

FREE DESSERT
with any entree purchase

(one coupon per table)
expiration date 5/30/19 (CTA)

NOW HIRING!
BOH/FOH positions available
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Far West Blvd.
NW Hills, Far West & Hart

Burnet Rd. near 183
Behind Taco Cabana

Bee Cave & Lakeway
Shops of the Galleria near Best Buy

Tech Ridge
HEB Center IH35 & Parmer

2nd Street District
3rd & Lavaca

Westlake- Randalls Center
Walsh Tarlton & Bee Cave Rd 

COMING SOONFour Points - COMING SOON Inside H-E-B

7 Austin Area Locations

Fresh Juices, Smoothies, Soups & Healthy Bites

20% OFF ANY
Juice Cleanse Limit 1 per customer

Use coupon code “ImpactReboot”
when you purchase in store

or online at DailyJuiceCafe.com

EXP 5/31/19

DailyJuiceCafe.com

Abundant gluten free, dairy free and vegan options available!

A culinary marriage of European infl uences and the native cuisines of Meso America.

7032 Wood Hollow Dr • Austin, TX 78731 • cielobistromexico.com

Wine Bar
Local Craft Beer
Premium Tequilas
Monthly Tastings

HOURS:
Mon-Thur 11am-9pm
Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

Social Hour Mon-Sat 4pm-6pm
Sunday Brunch 10am-2pm

Call (512) 599-4558
for reservations

FAR WEST BLVD.N. HILLS DR.
WOOD 
HOLLOW DR.

10% OFF
Max 4 guests per discount, excludes 
alcohol, dine-in only. Please present 

ad when ordering   Exp. 5/31/19

AUTHENTIC

REGIONAL

CONTEMPORARY MEXICO

MoPac
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512.837.9681 
Chemfreepestandlawn.com

Ever wonder about having pest control folks in your home to 
treat for creepy-crawlers, but you’ve also got kids – some 
with fur, some without. Remember Chem-free Organic Pest & 
Lawn. Chem-free guys and gals are fully trained & licensed, 
and they spend lots of classroom time learning about pest 
control ingredients for household use. Next time you see 
something with eight legs and a stinger or a biter, there’s one 
name to call.

PeSt CoNtRoL FoR MoMs

$50 OfF
INITIAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE 

WITH ANNUAL AGREEMENT
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

TACLA26099E

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
Participating contractor in Austin Energy 

Home Performance With Energy Star Program

“THINK CLEAN 
& GREEN”

Repair  Maintenance  Installation  Superior IAQ
Sheet Metal Ducts  Products with Low/No VOC’s 

Residential  Commercial

0% APR for 36 months!
www.SmartAirAustin.com

FREE 
SERVICE CALL

WITH REPAIR

FREE
Indoor Air Quality Assessment

Including quantity of VOC’s and 
airborne particulate in your home.

Must present coupon 
Exp. 5/27/19

$25 OFF
MAINTENANCE 

AGREEMENT
Must present coupon 

Exp. 5/27/19

512-600-4311
SCHEDULE A SERVICE OR 

MAINTENANCE CALL TODAY!

FREE
Five year labor warranty
with every system replacement

 
Exp. 5/27/19
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When your child needs care, more matters. 
Ascension Dell Children’s care teams have more 
pediatric specialists than any other hospital in 
the region. Nationally recognized, we are the 
only comprehensive children’s hospital in Central 
Texas and have the most pediatric experience 
in the region — including heart, brain and spine, 
emergency care and more. 

Get the care that’s right for your child at 
dellchildrens.net

Only in Austin. Only at Dell Children’s.

More 
pediatric 
specialty 
care

© Ascension 2019. All rights reserved.
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