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BY DANIEL HOUSTON 

AND OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER

When deciding the issues that most 
aff ect Richardson residents’ every-
day lives—from trash collection and 

street repair to new schools—voters 
arguably get the most bang for their 
buck in local elections.

But only a small share of Rich-
ardson residents who are registered 

to vote will actually cast ballots in 
the May 4 elections, if history is any 
indication. And those who do vote 
will not closely resemble the general 

Proposed bullet train could 
offer quick trip to Houston
BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER AND GAVIN PUGH

Richardson resident Chip Pratt oft en travels by plane 
in his role as a telecom professional, but the prospect of 
a high-speed train between Dallas and Houston means 
he could spend less time in the air by 2025.

“Air travel has become very cumbersome,” he said. 
“Between shrinking seats, security lines and the cost to 
get to and from the airport at both ends, I think the train 
will be a very attractive alternative, particularly since 
it will terminate in Houston much closer to common Texas Central Partners is proposing to use the Japanese N700-I 

bullet train, which is capable of traveling over 200 miles per hour.CONTINUED ON 20
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Below is the share of registered voters in Collin, 
Denton, Dallas and Tarrant counties who voted 
in recent elections.
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2018201720162015201420132012

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%ELECTION 
YEAR

SHARE OF REGISTERED 
VOTERS WHO CAST BALLOTS

National/state
elections

63% 63%

36%

57%

9%

30%

17%
13%

6%

7% 6% 6%
8%

7%

City/school elections

SOURCES: COLLIN COUNTY, DENTON COUNTY, DALLAS COUNTY, TARRANT COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Party primary
elections

November 2012

November 2014

November 2018

May 2012
March 2014May 2013

March 2016

March 2018

May 2015 May 2016
May 2017

May 2018

May 2014

local elections

Presidential election

November 2016

Key:

Residents who turn out for national 
election cycles and party primaries 
rarely vote in elections for city council 
and school board, data shows. 
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Methodist Breckinridge Family Medical Group
2821 E. President George Bush Highway, Suite 404 
Richardson, TX 75082
214-576-2227

Methodist Richardson Family Medical Group
399 W. Campbell Road, Suite 101 
Richardson, TX 75080
972-238-1848

Methodist Richardson Health Center
820 W. Arapaho Road, Suite 200 
Richardson, TX 75080
972-498-4500

Methodist Richardson Medical Group
2821 E. President George Bush Highway, Suite 103 
Richardson, TX 75082
972-792-7300

Methodist Family Health Care – Murphy
170 E. FM 544, Suite 112 
Murphy, TX 75094
469-626-3215

Methodist First Aid Family Care
613 S. Highway 78, Suite 200 
Wylie, TX 75098
972-941-8700

Methodist Family Health Center – Firewheel
4430 Lavon Drive, Suite 350 
Garland, TX 75040
972-530-8590

Trustworthy primary care in 
Richardson for the whole family.

Methodist Family Health Centers and Medical Groups are owned and operated by MedHealth/Methodist Medical Group and staffed by 
independently practicing physicians who are employees of MedHealth/Methodist Medical Group. The physicians and staff who provide services 
at these sites are not employees or agents of Methodist Health System or any of its affiliated hospitals. Methodist Health System complies with 

applicable federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.

With board-certifi ed physicians, same-day appointments, and 
seven convenient locations in the Richardson area, your family’s 
health and wellness are in good hands at Methodist Family 
Health Centers and Medical Groups. Our primary and specialty 
care services are backed by the resources and expertise of 
Methodist Health System, meaning we are prepared to provide 
you and your family with hospital-level care when necessary.

MHSDFHCIV00121323_RichFHCs_CommImpact_Resize_Horiz.indd   1 11/9/18   11:14 AM

M I D W E S T E R N  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y TM

Online Master’s Degree Programs
• Business Administration

• Counseling (Clinical Mental Health)
• Education

• Human Resource Development

Learn more about our programs and enroll today at

msutexas.edu/flowermound

Earn your Master’s 
ONLINE

Master of Business Administration  
Energy Management concentration available

With an MBA from MSU Texas you can enter  
the oil and gas industry with confidence.

A SPECIAL EVENING
with

- HOSTED BY ALLIANCE DATA -

SUNDAY, APRIL 7 
Winspear Opera House | 2403 Flora St. | Dallas

For sponsorship opportunities and tickets, visit
mypossibilities.org/aspecialevening

BENEFITING 
MY POSSIBILITIES 

LAUNCHABILITY CAREER 
SERVICES 
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works 
or something going on in 
town? Send it to ricfeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Leanne Libby
GENERAL MANAGER

llibby@communityimpact.com

Olivia Lueckemeyer
EDITOR
olueckemeyer@communityimpact.
com

In the upcoming May 4 election, 
Richardson residents will decide on four 
contested City Council seats as well as 
positions on Plano ISD’s school board and 
the community college board in Collin 
County. That is quite a bit of key leader-
ship at stake.

Yet, as our voter-turnout graphic details 
on Page 17, only just over 9 percent of 
registered voters in Richardson weighed in 
last time around. 

Our team worked diligently to compile 
a Local Voter Guide on Page 15 for you to 
take to the polls, complete with details 
on important dates and a Q&A from all 
city of Richardson candidates. The same 
information for Collin College and PISD 
candidates is available through our Plano 

edition at communityimpact.com/pln.
It may feel a little bit early to be digging 

into this, but that’s on purpose. We want 
our readers to have time to research and 
make critical voting decisions ahead of the 
April 22 start to early voting. My hope is 
that turnout trends improve this election 
as these decisions have the greatest impli-
cations for our daily lives and community. 

Find Richardson news updates as well 
as extended Q&As from election candi-
dates online at communityimpact.com/ric. 
Also, make sure to take a look at our front-
page story about the Texas Central Rail-
way, a high-speed train that could travel 
from Dallas to Houston in 90 minutes, and 
learn how it could impact the local and 
regional economy.

Home rule cities such as Richardson have city 
charters. A home rule city is any city with a popula-
tion of more than 5,000 people where residents have 
adopted a home rule charter, according to the Texas 
Municipal League. 

A city charter establishes the city’s governmental 
structure and determines the distribution of powers 
and duties, as long as they are not prohibited by 
state law.

For instance, a city charter can determine the num-
ber of people on a city council or the responsibilities 
of governmental bodies, according to the Texas State 
Historical Association.

Richardson’s city charter, adopted in 1956, estab-
lished a council-manager form of government that is 
still in place today. A revised charter was approved 
by voters in 1989 and amended in 2007 and 2012. 
The city also called for a charter election in 2015 that 
included 83 amendments, one of which doubled the 
pay per meeting for council members to $100.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR

Vote early or wait until May —just vote!

What is a city charter?
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IMPACTS

3400 N. Central Expressway, Richardson. 
Through its sister company, WarnerMedia, 
Xandr has access to the world’s largest 
collection of digital, film and TV properties 
for advertisers and publishers looking to 
reach specific audiences in premium and 
brand-safe environments, according to the 
company’s website. www.xandr.com 

RELOCATIONS

9  Banyan Hypnosis Center will relocate 
from 1700 Alma Drive, Ste. 360, Plano, to 
a larger location at 275 W. Campbell Road, 
Richardson. A date for the relocation has not 
yet been confirmed. The business special-
izes in hypnotherapy and training for those 
interested in becoming certified hypnother-
apists. 469-969-2176.  
www.hypnosiscenter.com 

10  IT service company DXC Technology 
will relocate from its location in Plano’s Leg-
acy business park to a new office building at 
3400 N. Central Expressway, Richardson. A 
date for the relocation has not yet been con-
firmed. The 100,300-square-foot space will 
serve as an office for 500 of the company’s 
employees. 703-245-9675.  
www.dxc.technology 

11  Dallas Pain and Spine Physicians 
relocated Jan. 3 from 399 Melrose Drive, 
Ste. C, Richardson, to 990 S. Sherman St., 
Richardson. The practice offers medical 
care and comprehensive pain-management 
treatments for patients with acute and 
chronic pain of the back, knees, joints, neck 
and more. 972-788-0350.  
www.dallaspainandspine.com 

ANNIVERSARIES

12  Stephens & Associates, a fami-
ly-owned research company, is celebrating 
30 years of business this year. The company 
conducts paid clinical studies for global, 
well-known cosmetic, beauty, personal care 
and pharmaceutical companies for claims, 
substantiation and safety. The company, 
located at 1801 N. Glenville Drive, Richard-
son, is always seeking men, women, teens 

NOW OPEN

1  Bulldog Barber Shop opened in late 
February at 318 S. Central Expressway, Rich-
ardson. The business offers a classic haircut 
or goatee trim with a shave. Customers 
receive a free beer with every haircut.  
469-620-2788. 
 www.bulldog-barbershops.com

2  Industrial Pizza & Brew opened in 
March in the Richardson Heights Shopping 
Center, 100 S. Central Expressway, Ste. 
72, Richardson. The industrial-themed 
restaurant offers specialty, thin-crust pizzas 
made with fresh ingredients as well as a 
wide selection of wine and local, craft beers. 
Appetizers, salads and desserts are also 
available. 469-399-7877. 
 www.industrialpizzaandbrew.com 

3  The Serpentarium opened its doors 
March 9 at 630 S. Central Expressway, Ste. 

102, Richardson. The business offers over 
70 species of live reptiles and rodents as well 
as supplies, food and bedding. Free general 
health inspections, free gender determina-
tion, egg incubations and animal boardings 
are also offered. 972-803-4004.  
www.snakemuseum.com

COMING SOON

4  Coworking firm Common Desk will 
open in the fourth quarter of 2019 at 3400 
N. Central Expressway, Richardson. The 
business offers coworking memberships for 
a dedicated desk, a private office, shared 
desks and hospitality suites. Guests can also 
enjoy high-speed Wi-Fi, local coffee, com-
munity events and more. 214-216-6913.  
www.thecommondesk.com

5  Coolgreens, a restaurant serving food 
made with clean ingredients and fresh 
produce, will open in early summer in the 

CityLine development, 1251 State St.,  
Richardson. Menu items include salads, 
wraps, quinoa bowls, flatbreads and 
sandwiches as well as options for guests on 
ketogenic, Whole30 and paleo diets.  
www.coolgreens.com

6  Fat Straws Bubble Tea Co. will open a 
location in mid-April at 1251 Campbell Road, 
Richardson, according to the company’s 
Facebook page. The business serves bubble 
tea using fresh, flavored tapioca pearls 
made in-house as well as classic teas, fruit 
smoothies, slushies and milkshakes. This will 
be the company’s fourth Dallas-Fort Worth 
location. www.fatstraws.co

7  Tamaleria Nuevo Leon will open in late 
March at 2139 Buckingham Road, Richard-
son. The business will serve 15 different 
varieties of tamales. 972-685-6556

8  AT&T advertising and analytics sub-
sidiary Xandr will open in late summer at 

 COMPILED BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER
News or questions about Richardson? 

Email us at ricnews@communityimpact.com.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Whether you need someone to help a few 
hours a week or need more comprehensive 
assistance, Home Instead can help.

You want to stay in the place you 
call home. We can help.

•	  Companionship Care
•	Medication Reminders
•	Personal Care

•	Meals & Nutrition
•	Transportation
•	House hold Duties

Call for a free, 
no-obligation appointment

(972) 910-2426

homeinstead.com/278
Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently  

owned and operated.  © 2019 Home Instead, Inc.

Whether you need someone to help a few 
hours a week or need more comprehensive 
assistance, Home Instead can help.

You want to stay in the place you 
call home. We can help.

•	  Companionship Care
•	Medication Reminders
•	Personal Care

•	Meals & Nutrition
•	Transportation
•	House hold Duties

Call for a free, 
no-obligation appointment

(972) 910-2426

homeinstead.com/278
Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently  

owned and operated.  © 2019 Home Instead, Inc.

Call today for your free home evaluation!

PROPERTY MARKETING THAT WORKS!

US NAVY VETERAN • UTD MARKETING GRADUATE 
RICHARDSON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AMBASSADOR

·  Professional Photography
     - including drone & twilight imagery

·  Virtual Tour
     - Anyone, anywhere can envision your residence

·  Social Media & Print Advertising 
     - D Magazine to Facebook

900+ Property Website Listings, Free Staging Advice, & Custom Property Website

JOHN O’HAUGHERTY PSA, CHMS
469-215-9739 • JOHOMESDALLAS.COM

JOHN.OHAUGHERTY@CBDFW.COM

RICHARDSON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AMBASSADOR
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FEATURED IMPACT — COMING SOON

Oni Ramen will open its third Dallas-Fort Worth location in the CityLine development 
this summer at 1415 State St., Richardson. The menu features a variety of classic and 
signature ramen options as well as small plates and handcrafted cocktails. On Fridays 
and Saturdays the restaurant will stay open until 1 a.m. 469-620-2162 (downtown 
Dallas location). www.oniramen.com

and children looking to earn money through 
participation in clinical trials. Interested 
participants can call 833-530-7596 or visit 
www.sastudies.com. 

NAME CHANGES

13  The Dr Pepper StarCenter Richardson, 
located at 522 Centennial Blvd., is now  
The Children’s Health StarCenter 
Richardson. The name change is the result 
of a multiyear naming-rights agreement 
announced in January between the Dallas 
Stars and Children’s Health. The agreement 
includes prominent signage and branding 
for the Children’s Health brand on the 
exterior and inside of the building, including 
in-ice and dasher board logos, according to 
a recent press release. 972-680-7825.  
www.nhl.com/stars/starcenters

14  The Kid’s Play Co., formerly known 
as The Playdate Co., underwent a name 
and ownership change Dec. 6. Custom-de-
signed playhouses allow children to engage 
in imaginative play while parents relax in a 

dedicated area equipped with free Wi-Fi and 
complimentary coffee. The facility, located 
at 2701 Custer Parkway, Ste. 718, Richard-
son, also offers art and fitness classes as well 
as story time. 469-778-0300.  
 www.thekidsplayco.com 

CLOSINGS

15  The Payless ShoeSource location in 
the Richardson Heights Shopping Cen-
ter, 100 S. Central Expressway, Ste. 104, 
Richardson, will close in May. An exact date 
has not yet been determined. A storewide 
liquidation sale will be ongoing until the final 
day of business. 972-644-8306.  
www.payless.com 

16  The Richardson Hunger Pantry 
closed Feb. 28 after operations ceased due 
to a dwindling budget. The nonprofit formed 
in 1971 under the umbrella of Canyon Creek 
Presbyterian Church, located at 3901 North 
Star Road, Richardson, to deliver food each 
month to partner pantries in low-income 
areas of Dallas. 
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 PRIME TIME FOR PRIME RIB

CITYLINE 
1251 State Street | Richardson | TX | 75082 | 214.716.2610

abacusjaspers.com

Prime Rib Dinner every Friday and Saturday Night 
at a special price of $36 

while supply lasts 

EXCLUSIVE CTC TRAVEL ADVANTAGE
BOTTLE OF WINE   FREE LOGO ITEM

PRE-PAID GRATUITIES (VALUED AT $300)* 
*SELECT ITINERARIES & DATES

CALL 214-206-4488
17920 PRESTON RD., #106, DALLAS, TX 75252

www.CTCTravel.net

10 NIGHT ALASKAN 
CRUISE & LAND TOURS
STARTING AT $675 PER PERSON

7 NIGHT ALASKAN CRUISES
STARTING AT $475 PER PERSON$475

$675
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MARCH 30

Enjoy live jazz at UT Dallas
James Gilyard is a jazz bassist, compos-
er and producer. This ensemble features 
Gilyard on the upright bass, vocals by 
Simone Jackson and five accompanying 
musicians on piano, saxophone and 
percussion. 8 p.m. $15. Jonsson Per-
formance Hall, 800 W. Campbell Road. 
972-883-2552. www.utdallas.edu 

APRIL 11-14

Comics explain femininity
“Girls Only” is an original comedy that 
examines all things feminine through a 
mix of sketch comedy, improvisation, 
audience participation, songs and 
videos. 7:30 p.m. (Thu.-Sat.), 2:30 p.m. 
(Sun.). $37-$47. The Eisemann Center, 
2351 Performance Blvd. 972-744-4650.  
www.eisemanncenter.com 

MARCH 28

Get a Cotton Belt update
Community members are invited to 
review the progress of the Cotton Belt 
rail project at a meeting hosted by Dallas 
Area Rapid Transit. Staff will be on site to 
answer questions and provide updates. 
6:30 p.m. Free. Richardson Civic Center, 
411 W. Arapaho Road. 214-792-2543. 
www.dart.org/cottonbelt

APRIL 6

Give back with cocktails 
Guests at this event learn to create drinks 
served in copper cups. Tickets include 
two cocktails and heavy appetizers. 
Event proceeds go toward the #RaiseIt-
Forward campaign, which donates clean 
water to people in need. 6-8 p.m. $20. 
Tricky Fish CityLine, 1251 State St.  
972-437-3474. www.citylinedfw.com

 COMPILED BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYERLOCAL EVENTS

See a full list of events at communityimpact.com/events.

To-do list
Your local guide for events, business 
openings, meetings and more in the 
months of March and April
Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/ric-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

APRIL 13

Go hunt for Easter eggs
First United Methodist Church Richard-
son hosts an Easter egg hunt complete 
with face painting, bounce houses, a 
firetruck and photos with the Easter 
Bunny. 10:00-noon, with age-level egg 
hunts beginning at 10:20 a.m. Free. 503 
N. Central Expressway. 972-235-8385. 
www.fumcr.com

COURTESY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH RICHARDSON

Shows • Concerts • Corporate Presentations & Celebrations • Benefits 
Graduations • Multi-Media Presentations • Awards Ceremonies 

Private Functions • Press Conferences • Product Launches • Annual Meetings

CHARLES W. EISEMANN CENTER

972.744.4600
eisemanncenter.com

• Prime location off North Central Expressway, 

south of President George Bush Turnpike at

2351 Performance Drive in Richardson 

• Readily adjacent to DART Rail’s Galatyn Park Station

Bringing Great Performances 
to North Texas in 2019

Watch for the 2019-2020 Season announcement
coming soon. Become a Member and

attend the Season Preview Party May 9, 2019

Shh! We Have a Plan
Sun, Mar. 31, 2:30 pm

The Secret Comedy of
Women: Girls Only
4 Perfs: Apr. 11-41, 2019

Keyboard Conversations
Chopin in Paris
Mon, Apr. 15, 7:30 pm

Take a Peek Behind the Curtain.
Become a “Friend” today

to support Community Outreach through Eisemann Educates
and receive invitations to our Eisemann Center Presents Meet the Artist 

receptions and the 2019-2020 Season Preview Party May 9, 2019

www.eisemanncenter.com/Friends
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1 Improvements to US 75 interchange 
with President George Bush Turnpike

Work should finish in June on the Texas 
Department of Transportation project to 
overhaul the US 75 interchange with Pres-
ident George Bush Turnpike. The project 
was initially expected to be complete in May, 
but inclement weather has caused a delay. 
Once complete, the project will add access 
ramps to and from the turnpike and addi-
tional lanes along US 75. The railroad bridge 

All information on this page was updated as of  
3/8/19. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ricnews@communityimpact.com.

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

RECENT UPDATES

between the turnpike and Plano Parkway 
that had to be moved in order to add the 
additional lanes has been rebuilt. Pavement 
installation in several areas has occurred. 
Crews are working on retainer walls on 
either side of US 75. 

Timeline: May 2016-June 2019 
Cost: $37 million 
Funding sources: TxDOT, North Texas 
Tollway Authority

2  Construction on Belt Line Road 
between Inge Drive and US 75 

Crews working on Belt Line Road be-
tween US 75 and Inge Drive will extend 
the center turn lanes in both directions 
and close the median openings. Inge 
on the south side of Belt Line will be 
widened to add a traffic lane, which will 
provide a separate left-turn and thru 
lane for traffic exiting north from the 
Richardson Heights Village Shopping 
Center. The contractor has completed 
the installation of the new traffic signal 
and streetlights and is scheduled to 
complete the work on the Belt Line 
center median and turn lanes in March. 
Work will then begin on the north side 
of the roadway, including sidewalk ramp 
improvements at Inge.

Timeline: November-May 
Cost: $740,089 
Funding source: city of Richardson 

3  Rehabilitation of Spring Valley Road 

The contractor is working on construction 
of the bridges for the eastbound roadway 
crossing at Hunt Branch and Cottonwood 
Creek, roadway paving near the inter-
section of Esperanza Road, and on the 
signal and lighting improvements at the 
Weatherred Drive intersection. During 
the course of construction, the contractor 

encountered several underground utilities 
that conflicted with the proposed improve-
ments. These existing utility lines had to be 
relocated before work could proceed on 
key construction items, including drilling 
piers for the bridges. These utility reloca-
tions have been completed. Last year’s rain 
also delayed the project. 

Timeline: April 2018-summer 2019 
Cost: $13 million 
Funding sources: city of Richardson, Dallas 
County, city of Dallas, regional toll revenue

4  Custer Road/PGBT lane widening

Crews are working to widen deceleration 
lanes at the intersection of President 
George Bush Turnpike and Custer Road. 
Signal work at Custer and Greenside 
Drive is underway. To widen the turnpike 
deceleration lane, crews will have to move 
the traffic signal mast arm at the southwest 
corner of Custer, which will be completed 
at the same time as a signal upgrade at 
Custer that is currently under design. Both 
are scheduled to begin in May and be  
completed by August. 

Timeline: December-August 
Cost: approximately $57,000 
Funding source: LG Custer 190 LLC 
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YOU’RE INVITED!
Join us at the Junior League of Richardson’s first ever Spring Market &  

Craft Boutique! With over 50 local artisans selling clothing, handmade gifts,  
home decor, jewelry and gourmet foods, there’s something for everyone. 

Tickets are $5 for one day or $8 for both days. Children 5 and under are free! 

All proceeds from this event will go toward local non-profit  
organizations supported by the Junior League of Richardson.  

Join us in giving to our community!

FOR TICKETS AND VENDOR INFORMATION, VISIT
jlrtx.com/spring-market

April 27-28, 2019 
Saturday 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Richardson Civic Center 
411 W. Arapaho Road 
Richardson, TX 75080

Questions? Contact funding@jlrtx.com

仁
记    

400 N. Greenville Ave. #11
Richardson, TX 75081
972/669-9094
www.jengchirestaurant.com

Jeng Chi
Restaurant & bakery
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UT Dallas’ campus master plan update 
addresses trend of record enrollment
BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER

Unprecedented enrollment growth 
at The University of Texas at Dallas is 
behind the latest update to the univer-
sity’s campus master plan, released in 
late February.

Over the past decade the number 
of students attending UT Dallas has 
doubled to over 29,000. About 7,000 
more are expected to enroll by 2029, 
according to Rick Dempsey, former 
associate vice president for facilities 
management. Dempsey retired in  
February after leading the campus 
master plan rewrite, which took about 
a year.

The document acts as a road map 
for how to address this growth via 
changes to facilities and infrastructure, 
Dempsey said. A complete edit of the 
plan has not happened since 2003, 
save for a few targeted updates.

“These types of assessments allow 
you to step back and say, ‘How can we 
upgrade the overall efficiency of how 
we are operating?’” he said. 

At the heart of the update is the 
desire to urbanize rather than spread 
out, Dempsey said. The document 
designates districts that, while not 
ironclad, provide guidance for where 
new buildings should be constructed—
academic buildings at the campus 
core, housing to the west, research 
facilities to the north, and athletics and 
recreation to the 
south.

For the most part, 
academic facilities 
are already grouped 
together, but a few 
portable buildings 
put some distance 
between classrooms, Dempsey said. By 
centralizing academics, students will 
be able to easily walk from one build-
ing to another. 

Growing pains are most evident in 
laboratories, where the university has 
resorted to scheduling some classes 
on Saturdays to maintain a reason-
able ratio of students to teachers. As a 

result, the plan also recommends going 
vertical by replacing older, one-story 
buildings with more space-efficient 
alternatives. 

“We are at a point where any major 
building … is going to have to be three 
stories,” he said.

Most of UT Dallas’ focus in recent 
years has been on research and aca-
demics, Dempsey said. But the campus 
master plan puts an added emphasis 
on the “softer side” of university life, 
he said, with guidelines for expanding 
and amenitizing arts and athletics 

facilities.
Dempsey said 

the plan is inten-
tionally flexible 
in light of some of 
the uncertainties 
surrounding the 
remaining swaths of 

undeveloped land on campus, particu-
larly the area just north of Dallas Area 
Rapid Transit’s future Cotton Belt rail 
station.

The area south of the station is 
now home to Northside, a mixed-use 
development that includes retail and 
housing. Dempsey said options for the 
north include private development, a 

research park, an event center or  
entertainment-related venues.

“We see opportunities up there, but 
we aren’t exactly sure what is the best 
opportunity,” he said. “Frankly, what 
we are trying to do is prevent making 
anything happen that would restrict us 
as we go forward.”

Looking ahead, Dempsey said 
there is no set timeline for any of the 
improvements laid out in the plan. 
However, what happens during the 
legislative session regarding higher 
education funding could influence how 
the university proceeds.

In the latest state budget, general 
revenue funding for UT Dallas was cut 
by $310,000 and core research funding 
by $2.3 million. The state also owes the 
university $46 million in backlogged 
funds from the Texas Research Incen-
tive Program, which matches private 
donations for research activities.

A number of entities, including UT 
Dallas and the Richardson Chamber of 
Commerce, have urged state legislators 
to issue tuition revenue bonds to help 
pay for capital projects at universities.

“We certainly need resources to 
continue; we are tapped out from a 
facilities standpoint,” Dempsey said.

RENDERING COURTESY UT DALLAS

A rendering shows how a potential pedestrian thoroughfare through UT Dallas’ athletics district could look in the future.

0

The campus master plan update 
addressed record-high enrollment 
growth in recent years. Another 

7,000 students are projected 
to enroll at UT Dallas over the 

next 10 years.
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“WE ARE AT THE POINT 
WHERE ANY MAJOR BUILDING 
... IS GOING TO HAVE TO BE 
THREE STORIES.”

— RICK DEMPSEY, FORMER ASSOCIATE VICE 
PRESIDENT OF  FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

NEWS REPORT

Don’t hide your smile!
1112 N Floyd Rd #5 

Richardson • (972) 231-4876
www.meredithdavisdds.comSpecializing in family, cosmeti c and restorati ve denti stry for all ages • Discounts available • In Pain? No waiti ng

$100 OFF 
General Denti stry
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The Palisades development in Richardson includes apartments and single-family homes.

Former mayor found guilty on conspiracy charges
BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER

Richardson’s former mayor, Laura 
Jordan, known while in office as Laura 
Maczka, and her husband, Palisades 
developer Mark Jordan, face up to 20 
years in prison and $250,000 in fines 
now that a jury has found them guilty 
of federal conspiracy charges.

The verdicts came March 7 after a 
more than three-week criminal trial in 
a U.S. District Court in Sherman.

“This kind of corrupt relationship 
undermines the public’s confidence in 
government,” Joseph D. Brown, Eastern 
District of Texas U.S. attorney, said in 
a statement. “This was more than an 
ethical violation. This was absolutely 
criminal. We need juries that recognize 
public corruption for what it is and 
support prosecutions that attempt to 
hold accountable those that cheat. This 
jury certainly did that.”

Jurors deliberated over two days 
before reaching a decision on whether 
the former mayor was bribed by Mark 
Jordan into voting to approve Palisades 
back in 2013 and 2014.

Both Jordans were found guilty on 
four counts, including honest services 
wire fraud, conspiracy to commit 
honest services wire fraud, bribery 
concerning a program receiving federal 
funds, and conspiracy to commit 
bribery concerning a program receiv-
ing federal funds. Laura Jordan was 
also indicted on an additional count 
of honest services wire fraud but was 
acquitted of that charge.

A pre-sentencing investigation by 
U.S. Probation and Pretrial Services 
must be completed prior to sentencing, 
according to the prosecution. Both 
sides will have a chance to submit 
objections to the findings of that inves-
tigation before a sentencing date is set, 

which could take several months, a 
spokesperson for the prosecution said.

LOOKING BACK

The story behind Mark and Laura 
Jordan’s conviction has its roots in 
Richardson, where five years ago a slew 
of controversial zoning changes led to 
the approval of the Palisades devel-
opment, a 79-acre property located 
on the west side of US 75 at Palisades 
Boulevard.

Mark Jordan’s company, JP-KBS 
Richardson Holdings Inc., purchased 
the land in 2011 with plans for a mixed-
use development that would include 
single-family homes, apartments, 
shopping, restaurants, additional office 
space and a hotel. At the time, the 
property was one of only two undevel-
oped swaths of land along US 75.

The sticking point for residents in the 
nearby Canyon Creek and Prairie Creek 
neighborhoods was the apartments, 
which some wor-
ried would lead 
to increase traffic, 
more crime and 
an overcrowding 
of nearby schools.

But the main concern repeated over 
the course of several public meetings 
was that the apartments would be 
built, but the retail would never arrive. 
Today, several apartment buildings 
comprising just under 600 units and 
a subdivision of single-family homes 
have been built. But the promise of a 
multimillion-dollar destination devel-
opment—complete with shopping, 
restaurants and a hotel—has yet to be 
delivered. 

Even in light of strong opposition, 
the project passed 5-2 in three sepa-
rate council votes leading up to final 

approval in June 2014. The defense 
used this voting tally throughout the 
trial to bolster their argument that the 
mayor’s support was not necessary to 
push through Palisades.

“Five people voted for this that were 
very experienced people in Richard-
son,” her attorney Jeffrey Kearney 
said during closing arguments. “And 
nobody changed their vote the next 
time or the next time.”

Among the council members who 
voted in favor of the project were now-
mayor and former Council Member 
Paul Voelker as well as council mem-
bers Mark Solomon and Scott Dunn. 
Only Council Member Steve Mitchell 

and former Council 
Member Kendal 
Hartley opposed.

While her votes 
were not integral 
to approval of 

Palisades, the former mayor stayed 
constant in her support of the develop-
ment, voting three times to approve it 
despite a mayoral campaign that prom-
ised no new apartments near existing 
neighborhoods. 

Her attorneys argued at trial that 
their client recognized early on the 
benefits a mixed-use, transit-oriented 
development could bring to the city, 
and that even though neighbors were 
unhappy, she had a responsibility to 
act in the best interest of the entire city. 

“When [Laura] looked at the Pal-
isades project, she didn’t see Mark 

Jordan,” her attorney William Reagan 
Wynn said. “And when she looked at 
Mark Jordan, she didn’t see Palisades.”

PARTIAL CORRUPT INTENT

The only thing the Jordans were 
guilty of was an illicit, yet legal, love 
affair, their attorneys claimed. 

Prosecutors urged jurors not to be 
fooled—the Jordans’ courtship and 
subsequent “sham marriage” were 
designed to convince them of true 
love, but in reality were “born out of 
corruption and driven by greed,” the 
prosecution alleged.

In the end, the prosecution was able 
to convince jurors of “partial corrupt 
intent.” Both parties could have had 
“mixed motives,” but even a hint of 
corruption was enough to convict 
them, lead prosecutor Christopher 
Eason argued.

Brown stated in an email after the 
trial: “When you have professionals 
with no criminal history, a unified 
defense and no smoking gun—no 
undercover recording of an offer and 
acceptance of a bribe—the jury has to 
believe beyond a reasonable doubt—
and that is a high standard—that this 
money changed hands for influencing 
the vote and not because of a love 
affair, and that’s hard to do.

“... But in this case, the defendants 
told so many lies … and it was clear in 
this case that they were lying to cover 
up the corruption. Fortunately, the jury 
was able to put those pieces together.”
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“THIS WAS MORE THAN AN 
ETHICAL VIOLATION. THIS WAS 
ABSOLUTELY CRIMINAL.”

— JOSEPH D .BROWN,  
EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS U.S. ATTORNEY
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NEW LOCATION. SPECIAL PRE-OPENING PRICING ENDS SOON.

Join the one-hour, science-backed, 
technology-tracked, coach-inspired group workout 
designed to maximize results.

RESULTS THAT LAST.

 PRICES 
THAT WON’T.

NEW! Orangetheory Fitness / North Richardson
1300 W. Plano Pkwy, Ste. 140 • Plano, TX 75075

972.200.4546
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PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH TURNPIKE

190101 S. Coit Rd., Richardson, TX  
972-479-9990

75

635

Belt Line Rd.

Spring  Valley Rd.S. Coit Rd.

Now Accepting 
New Dealers

If you’re a collector that enjoys buying 
and selling all kinds of interesting 

things, become a dealer at the 
Richardson Mercantile!

Contact 
richardsonmercantile@gmail.com 

for more information
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Texas Instruments is eyeing this property on the north side of Richardson for a $3.2 billion 
expansion project, according to documents filed with Plano ISD and the state of Texas.

Plano ISD approves deadline extension 
for Texas Instruments’ application for a 
potential $3.2 billion expansion project
BY GAVIN PUGH

Plano ISD officials have entered 
into extended negotiations with Texas 
Instruments regarding the company’s 
potential $3.2 billion expansion project 
that could fall within district bound-
aries.

PISD trustees approved an extension 
to continue negotiations regarding a 
tax agreement application with Texas 
Instruments—an agreement that could 
save the company tens of millions 
of dollars in future property taxes 
it would have normally paid to the 
district.

The PISD board of trustees voted 
March 5 to extend Texas Instruments’ 
application deadline to April 15.

“As you know, we have been 
working diligently to come to terms 
on the basic framework of a mutually 
beneficial agreement that will make 
further investment in Richardson 

cost-competitive compared to TI’s other 
options,” Virginia Schaefer, Texas 
Instruments director of governmental 
relations, said in a letter to PISD Super-
intendent Sara Bonser.

The greatest share of the $3.2 billion 
in investments the company outlined 
in its application consists of $2.7 
billion in “tangible personal property,” 
a category that includes items such 
as computers, machinery or other 
movable goods. Another $500 million 
in investment would be designated for 
new buildings or other nonremovable 
improvements to the property.

The tax agreement application, 
which trustees approved to submit to 
the state comptroller in August, would 
require the company to pay PISD prop-
erty taxes on only $100 million of prop-
erty each year for a decade starting in 
2023. During that time, the property’s 
taxable value is expected to grow from 

$329 million to $1.2 billion.
The expansion could create 600 

jobs, according to Texas Instruments’ 
original application.

The site Texas Instruments is con-
sidering is located at 300 W. Renner 
Road in Richardson, according to state 
comptroller records. Texas Instruments 
owns and operates an existing fabrica-
tion facility at that address.

Trustees voted 5-0 to approve the 
deadline extension, with trustee 
Tammy Richards abstaining.

PISD spokesperson Lesley 

Range-Stanton said the district could 
not comment on the details of the 
negotiations, as they were discussed in 
the board’s executive session.

A Texas Instruments spokesperson 
said the company has not yet deter-
mined the final site for its future  
manufacturing facility.

“We are researching multiple 
locations for our next wafer [fabrica-
tion facility], and Richardson is one 
candidate being considered for a new 
facility,” company spokesperson Nicole 
Bernard said in a statement. 
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MAKE MONEY IN YOUR SLEEP. 

Limited time o�er. APY is the Annual Percentage Yield and is accurate as of 
this paper’s date. $1,000 minimum to open. Penalty for early withdrawal.

MEMBER FDIC

1755 N. Collins Blvd. behind Methodist | 972.437.2888
www.pioneer.bank/CD3
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CITY & COUNTY News from the city of Richardson and Richardson ISD COMPILED BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

RICHARDSON ISD      The second phase 
of construction at Lake Highlands High 
School is scheduled to begin in late spring 
or early summer. The district’s board of 
trustees approved a budget of roughly 
$22 million at its March 4 meeting.

RICHARDSON     The intersection of 
art and technology is the focus of The 
Eisemann Edge Endowment Fund, a new 
programmatic partnership between 
the Eisemann Center and UT Dallas 
announced March 4. Funded through a 
$250,000 donation by Chuck and Ann 
Eisemann, the first exhibit is set to debut 
at the Eisemann Center in March 2020.

MEETINGS

Richardson City Council  
Meets March 25  and April 1, 8, 15 and 22 
at 6 p.m. at City Hall, 411 W. Arapaho Road, 
Richardson. www.cor.net

Richardson ISD  
Meets March 25 and April 1 and 15 at 6 p.m. 
at the district’s Administration Building, 400  
S. Greenville Ave., Richardson. www.risd.org

Plano ISD 
Meets April 9 at 7 p.m. at the Administration 
Center, 2700 W. 15th St., Plano.  
www.pisd.edu • For Plano ISD meeting 
coverage, visit communityimpact.com/pln.

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnewsric

NUMBER TO KNOW

112  The number of special-use 
permits deemed inactive or 

obsolete that could be repealed by the 
end of this year, according to city staff. A 
resolution approved by City Council on 
Feb. 25 calls for an April 1 joint public 
hearing to be held with the planning 
commission. All affected property owners 
will be notified about the potential 
termination of their permit no later than 
two weeks in advance of the hearing. 

RICHARDSON      Consultants tasked 
with studying Richardson’s traffic 
signal system found congestion is 
reaching peak levels.

During a March 6 meeting, Dan 
Hennessey of engineering firm Big 
Red Dog briefed council members on 
the study’s findings.

“If you think things are a bit worse 
right now, you’re not wrong,” Hen-
nessey said.  

Increased congestion should be 
addressed in the coming months 
following a signal retiming effort 
conducted by the North Central 

Texas Council of Governments as 
well as a city-led initiative to upgrade 
aging technology and infrastructure, 
according to Hennessey.

Richardson is home to 
some unique roadway 
features that make it a 
bit more difficult to get 
around, Hennessey said. 

For one, there are no 
major east-west highways 
bisecting the city, mean-
ing drivers are forced to use arterial 
roads to get across town. 

The roads with the highest traffic 

volumes are Campbell and Spring 
Valley, while Hennessey said Renner 
is the least congested.

Hennessey’s study used 
INRIX roadway analytics 
collected over the course 
of three days in 2016, 2017 
and 2018; the data was 
broken down by road in 
15-minute increments.

It found that traffic 
during peak hours was 

moderate, but not systemic, and that 
traffic was spread out evenly across 
the city.

Main Street revitalization project in Richardson 
should begin this summer, according to city staff

Traffic congestion in Richardson has reached peak levels, according to study

Council OKs increase of 
$15,000 to property tax 
cut for senior citizensRICHARDSON   Plans to revitalize a 

stretch of Main Street east of US 75 to 
Abrams Road have been ongoing for 
several months, and on Feb. 18 city 
staff reported that construction on the 
project should begin in July.

The ongoing construction of the 
Public Safety Complex at Main and 
Greenville Avenue has served as a har-
binger for the revitalization project. As 
fire and police staff move into the new 
headquarters in July and September, 
respectively, their former buildings 
will be demolished, and construction 
on the Main project will begin, Deputy 
City Manager Don Magner said.

Over the course of 18 months 
the city will replace pavement and 
traffic signals, add new sidewalks and 
benches, plant trees, move utilities 
underground and add more parking. 
Perhaps the biggest change will be 
the realignment of Main and addition 
of turn lanes to improve the flow of 

traffic. Magner said.
The look of the urban area will be 

softened by green spaces at the north-
west and northeast corners of Main 
and Greenville, Assistant City Man-
ager Shanna Sims-Bradish said. The 
mini-parks will feature shade trees, 
picnic tables, benches and garbage 
cans.

The $21 million project should be 
complete by 2020, Magner said. The 
availability of empty space for storage 
of construction equipment along 
Main means the project should have a 
minimal impact on nearby homes and 
business owners, he said.

RICHARDSON      Since 2005, the city 
has offered a property tax cut for 
citizens over age 65 that equals 
30 percent of the average senior’s 
home value. To maintain that goal, 
on Feb. 25 City Council approved 
raising the home value exemption 
from $85,000 to $100,000 per 
year—the largest increase since 
2006.

The average market value of a 
senior’s home in Richardson is 
expected to be $314,262 in 2019—a 
10 percent year-over-year increase. 
Since 2012, home values for seniors 
in Richardson have increased by 
60 percent, according to Director of 
Finance Keith Dagen. 

The exemption would save each 
eligible homeowner an average of 
$625 per year and cost the city  
$5.1 million annually, Dagen said.N
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“IF YOU THINK 
THINGS ARE A BIT 
WORSE RIGHT 
NOW, YOU’RE 
NOT WRONG.”

— DAN HENNESSEY,  
BIG RED DOG

www.heritagecreekside.com

Located on the border of Plano
& Richardson at Alma & Plano Parkway

Restaurants | Urban Apartments | Townhomes
Single-family Homes | Offi  ce
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NFLYING FISH & RODEO GOAT!FLYING FISH & RODEO GOAT!
Come join

 3 Restaurant opportuniti es now available. Contact 214-849-9016 for a tour!
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Dust off your boots and join us at the Bash!

Supporting district programs, scholarships, grants and more!
For tickets, sponsorship or advertising opportunities go to risdfoundation.org

T H E  R I S D  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  E D U C A T I O N  P R E S E N T S

saturday 

march 23rd 

7:00-11:00 pm
SAINT PAUL PARISH CENTER 
IN RICHARDSON

Fun  Food  Music

T I C K E T S  AVA I L A B L E  AT R I S D F O U N DAT I O N . O R G

Live and interactive showcase of 3 Exemplary RISD Programs:
Health Care, Architecture & Construction and STEM

Everyone is Welcome to Attend!

CAMP INCLUDES:
T-shirt, chess board and pieces, trophy, certificate, 
score book, group photo, snacks and drinks.

972-883-4899
UTDALLAS.EDU/CHESS

JAMES.STALLINGS@UTDALLAS.EDU

Campers learn while they PLAY. Chess develops 
reading, math, critical and analytical skills, and 
builds character and self-esteem. 
 Beginner, intermediate or advanced classes 
for ages 7 to 14.

Morning (9am–noon) or afternoon
(1–4pm) sessions are available: 
June 10–14, June 17–21, July 15–19, and 
July 22–26 and extended playing classes.

2019 SUMMER CHESS CAMP
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Last day to apply for ballot by mail: April 23
Last day of early voting: April 30
Election day: May 4

Last day to register to vote: April 4  
First day of early voting: April 22

 IMPORTANT DATES

CITY COUNCIL PLACE 3

CITY COUNCIL PLACE 1

We should develop our economy both from outside sources, like 
incentivizing larger corporations, and from within, by investing 
locally in ways that grow and develop industries that can become 
local to Richardson. We should foster innovative tech and creative 
communities and provide space and incentives to foster growth.

I am in favor of the city offering incentives and tax grants to 
companies, providing the offer does not include upfront taxpayer’s 
money. This is a win-win proposition for all. The city gets possibly 
new infrastructure at no cost to the city, a stronger tax base, and the 
company is given an opportunity to grow and mature. 

JASON CLARKE

BOB DUBEY

RICHARDSON MAYOR

It’s important that we have the necessary tools to attract companies. 
Incentives are catalytic in nature. Those tools are tax abatements/
rebates, tax increment financing, cash grants, fee waivers, 
land donation, city participation in [the] project, and/or public 
infrastructure and parking usage agreements. 

PAUL VOELKER

I completely support the strategic use of tax incentives—like anything, 
it’s about balance. As we strategically consider where we lure larger 
companies, it’s also worth re-evaluating what we are doing to attract 
local businesses. It’s essential that we continue to expand the base 
and shift the tax burden off of homeowners.

DAN BARRIOS

CITY COUNCIL PLACE 2

Our use of economic development deals is limited, strategic and only 
used in a gain-share proposition, where the use will benefit both the 
city and the corporate entity. It is essential that we use all avenues 
available to continue to work the plan of having a strong residential 
and business community.

MARK SOLOMON

Meet the candidates

Q. The city in the past has used economic incentives and tax grants 
to attract companies. What means, if any, would you support 

the city using to attract companies in the future ?

Community Impact Newspaper sent questionnaires to 13 Richardson candidates. 
Here are their responses on economic incentives, edited for length and clarity.

INCUMBENT

INCUMBENT

INCUMBENT

COMPILED BY 
OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER

I would support the use of tax abatements and tax incentive finance, 
or TIF, districts where they make sense to attract new businesses to 
Richardson. I am a big supporter of thoughtful development efforts 
where long-term impacts and infrastructure considerations are a 
significant part of the evaluation process.

FRANKLIN BYRD

Tax increment finance zones allow developments to start building 
infrastructure and create redevelopment in an underperforming area. 
This brings revenue to the city and encourages economic growth in 
surrounding areas. These incentives have proven to be very effective.

JANET DEPUY

CITY COUNCIL PLACE 4

I’m in favor of anything that helps give economic growth to the city 
of Richardson. If giving tax grants and incentives is what attracts 
bigger businesses, then I will be supportive. Of course every business 
decision is [on] a case-by-case basis—if it projects more revenue for 
the city, it will have my support.

RAYMOND DEGUZMAN

I believe that each project must be looked at on its individual merit. If 
incentives and grants work to increase business density, and the math 
works, we should pursue that avenue. If the math does not work, we 
should pass. The needs of the surrounding residents should always 
come first.

KYLE KEPNER

I would support the continued use of tax credits as an incentive; I 
think it is a valuable asset a city has to bring in companies. I would 
also like to see some of those same tax incentives reserved for 
homegrown businesses and local startups.

JOHNNY LANZILLO

CITY COUNCIL PLACE 5

I would utilize all opportunities to use all economic incentives 
and tax grants to continue the strong economic base we have in 
our community to attract future companies. I believe this is the 
lifeblood of a strong city, and these efforts need to continue.  

KENNETH HUTCHENRIDER

Richardson has benefited from economic development, and I agree 
that incentives need to be used, but there needs to be balance with 
actively developing a small-business environment. I would like a 
partnership to be established with property owners and the  
small-business community to find solutions for all.

MAURI LONG

Reimbursement tools like [Chapter] 380 agreements, TIF zone funding 
and the eight-tenths of a cent dedicated to economic development 
can be effective, provided that they are based on defined outcomes, 
completed work and a net positive financial impact for the city; no 
upfront dollars should be utilized.

STEVE MITCHELL

CITY COUNCIL PLACE 6

INCUMBENT

Read the Q&As in full at communityimpact.com/richardson-candidate-qa. Polling locations and voter ID requirements are also available online. 
Full election coverage will be available online May 4. | For information on Plano ISD and Collin College races, visit our website.
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Share of registered voters
who turned out in May 2017

0%-3% 

3%-7%

7%-11%

11%-15%

15%-19%

19%-23%

voting-age population, research shows.
Voter turnout rates for municipal 

elections in the four major North Texas 
counties typically hover in the single 
digits. In contrast, roughly eight times 
as many Dallas-Fort Worth-area voters 
turned out for last November’s midterm 
elections. 

This can have a profound impact 
on the nature of representation at the 
ground level of local government, 
said Cal Jillson, a Southern Method-
ist University political scientist. Low 
turnout also means that an organized 
group can have a greater infl uence on 
the direction of the city or school dis-
trict even if the numbers are small, 
he said.

“That’s not bad, in the sense that 
those groups are welcome to turn out. 
They generally watch [local politics] 
more closely than the average voter,” 
Jillson said. “But at the end of the day, 
if the issue is, ‘Is a single-digit-mid-teen 
[percentage] type of turnout a suffi  -
cient democratic foundation for local 
government?’ I think the answer is 
probably no.”

Richardson fares better than some 
nearby cities when it comes to City 
Council elections. In 2013, more than 
24 percent of registered voters turned 
out for the fi rst time the mayor was 
elected rather than elected by council, 
data shows. But that level of participa-
tion is not the norm. In four of the last 
fi ve city of Richardson elections, turn-
out was less than 15 percent, according 

to election results. 
“[Turnout] depends on who is on 

the ballot, whether you have contested 
races or not, and if there is something 
else on the ballot that would draw 
them [citizens] to the voting booth,” 
Richardson Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Bill Sproull said.

In a 2016 study by Portland State Uni-
versity, researchers found that munici-
pal election turnout in 10 of America’s 
30 largest cities was lower than 15 per-
cent of registered voters. More than half 
of voters in local elections in 50 major 
U.S. cities were age 57 or older—nearly 
a generation older than the median 
age of all eligible voters, according to 
the study. 

REASONS FOR LOW TURNOUT

There is a relatively simple way to 
improve voter participation in local 
elections: hold them at the same time 
as statewide and national races, Jillson 
said. While this approach would almost 
certainly increase turnout, it would 
come with its own set of problems, 
he said.

City and school board races are oft en 
intended to be nonpartisan, Jillson said. 

But a large number of voters are driven 
by their affi  liation with a major political 
party, he added.

“The reason that municipal elec-
tions are held off  of the major election 
cycle … is that they want voters—even 
if the number of voters are small—to be 
focused on local issues and not be dis-
tracted by Beto or Trump,” Jillson said.

Frisco political consultant Tracy 
Gamble has studied local voting pat-
terns for years. 

Those who vote in city and school 
elections tend to show up reliably from 
year to year, she said. She advises can-
didates to appeal to those voters rather 
than try to get new people to the polls.

If Richardson candidates are to 
embrace Gamble’s strategy, that means 
focusing on the 5,793 voters who cast 
ballots in May 2017 over the more than 
63,000 other registered voters who 
declined to show up.

“Few people get very involved in their 
local elections because they don’t have 
the bandwidth,” Gamble said. “They 
have a hard enough time keeping up 
with what’s happening in Congress. 
And they perceive—because that’s how 
we’re taught as students—they perceive 

that what’s happening in Washington 
D.C. is more important than what’s hap-
pening in Austin or in their backyard.”

That mindset could be rooted in a 
misunderstanding of what falls under 
the purview of local government, 
according to Ellen Steger, League of 
Women Voters Richardson President. 
Setting the municipal tax rate, mitigat-
ing local development, and, in Rich-
ardson’s case, hiring a city manager, 
are items lawmakers at the state and 
national level do not control.

“Local elections infl uence portions 
of your life even more than the national 
elections do,” Steger said. “They tax 
you. … [They decide] whether or not 
you have apartments, whether or not 
potholes get fi xed.”

Richardson’s electorate tends to be 
more engaged because of the open ave-
nue of communication between mem-
bers of local government and their con-
stituents, said Council Member Marta 
Gomez Frey, who chose not to seek 
re-election this year. This is the beauty 
of a smaller city, where residents run in 
similar circles as their council members, 
she said.

Still, council members count on that 

engagement to go beyond small talk in 
line at the grocery store or at church, 
Frey said. 

“If you need something from the city, 
you have to show up and let us know 
what it is you want, and that is usually 
through the vote,” she said.

Richardson’s City Council is elected 
at large, meaning all voters cast ballots 
for all six council seats as well as the 
mayor. Criticisms of at large systems 
have recently surfaced by those who 
claim the practice not only favors white 
candidates but also discourages minori-
ties from running for offi  ce. 

In January, Richardson ISD settled a 
lawsuit leveraged by a former trustee 
that claimed its at large system vio-
lated the Voting Rights Act. As a result, 
the district switched fi ve of its board 
seats to single-member districts and 
moved its scheduled May election to 
November.

The upside of an at large system is 
that council members act in the interest 
of the entire city rather than a specifi c 
geographic area, Frey said. In a city of 
Richardson’s size, with a population 
of roughly 115,000, this system works, 
she said.

“I think for us, and where we are in 
our growth, it’s better for us to have an 
at large system, so that each council 
member is taking the community as a 
whole not just my neighborhood or my 
district,” she said.

TOWING THE PARTY LINE

Campaign strategy in local elec-
tions is also adjusting to what political 
observers and participants describe as 
a growing infl uence of partisan groups. 

“We’ve seen it actually happen in 
North Texas where a small group—
maybe 100 people with barely enough 
reach to turn out 800 or 1,000 voters—
can turn an election because histori-
cally the electorate doesn’t pay atten-
tion to local races,” Gamble said.

These groups sometimes view local 
offi  ce as a stepping stone to higher 
offi  ce, Gamble said. Serving on the city 
council or school board also requires a 
fraction of the campaigning and cost of 
a larger-scale campaign, she added.

Candidates navigate this increasingly 
partisan environment in diff erent ways. 
Gamble, who is not working for any 
candidates this election cycle, advises 
her clients to stick with a nonpolitical 
message. She also tells them to appeal 
to voter demographics. Senior citizens, 
for example, are known to be active in 
local elections.

Other candidates, though, pursue a 
more openly partisan approach if they 
think it will help, Jillson said. 

To Sproull, the partisan mindset that 
defi nes state and national races is not 
very useful at the local level.

“We have gone through an era where 
we have had—particularly at the state 
and national level—very partisan elec-
tions that typically, in the primaries, 
[lead to] people on the extreme part of 
the spectrum getting elected,” he said. 
“We need more balance.”
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RICHARDSONlocal turnout
Just over 9 percent of registered voters in Richardson 

participated in the last round of City Council and school 
board elections in May 2017. But some neighborhoods 
have higher voting rates than others. In the map below, 
see how each area fared in terms of voter participation 

in 2017 local elections. MAP KEY

DESIGNED BY CHELSEA PETERS
AND BREANNA FLORES

COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTON
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DALLAS COUNTY participation
Voter turnout has increased in Dallas County by 13.2 percent since November 2012. 

Even as the number of registered voters increases, voter turnout tends to fl uctuate based 
on the type of election. 
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RICHARDSON
PARTICIPATION
in city elections

Voter turnout for the past fi ve local elections in Richardson is listed below. The data shown is 
from Dallas County; the city of Richardson contracts with Dallas County to count all votes in 
its municipal elections, including those coming from the Collin County portion of the city.
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Registered voters Votes counted

May 2017
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*May 2013

May 2011
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59,023
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5,793
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1,296,876
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1,206,869

1,172,339
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216,339

770,590

335,825

410,529

154,875

714,387

134,998
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The fi rst year Richardson’s mayor was 
elected by citizens rather than elected 
by council. As a result, voter turnout was 
much higher than in previous elections.
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KEN HUTCHENRIDER
FOR RICHARDSON CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 5

Political ad paid for by the Ken Hutchenrider Campaign for Council | Treasurer, Monica Scott.

KEN4RICHARDSON.COM

A seasoned leader actively  
serving our community.
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voting-age population, research shows.
Voter turnout rates for municipal 

elections in the four major North Texas 
counties typically hover in the single 
digits. In contrast, roughly eight times 
as many Dallas-Fort Worth-area voters 
turned out for last November’s midterm 
elections. 

This can have a profound impact 
on the nature of representation at the 
ground level of local government, 
said Cal Jillson, a Southern Method-
ist University political scientist. Low 
turnout also means that an organized 
group can have a greater infl uence on 
the direction of the city or school dis-
trict even if the numbers are small, 
he said.

“That’s not bad, in the sense that 
those groups are welcome to turn out. 
They generally watch [local politics] 
more closely than the average voter,” 
Jillson said. “But at the end of the day, 
if the issue is, ‘Is a single-digit-mid-teen 
[percentage] type of turnout a suffi  -
cient democratic foundation for local 
government?’ I think the answer is 
probably no.”

Richardson fares better than some 
nearby cities when it comes to City 
Council elections. In 2013, more than 
24 percent of registered voters turned 
out for the fi rst time the mayor was 
elected rather than elected by council, 
data shows. But that level of participa-
tion is not the norm. In four of the last 
fi ve city of Richardson elections, turn-
out was less than 15 percent, according 

to election results. 
“[Turnout] depends on who is on 

the ballot, whether you have contested 
races or not, and if there is something 
else on the ballot that would draw 
them [citizens] to the voting booth,” 
Richardson Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Bill Sproull said.

In a 2016 study by Portland State Uni-
versity, researchers found that munici-
pal election turnout in 10 of America’s 
30 largest cities was lower than 15 per-
cent of registered voters. More than half 
of voters in local elections in 50 major 
U.S. cities were age 57 or older—nearly 
a generation older than the median 
age of all eligible voters, according to 
the study. 

REASONS FOR LOW TURNOUT

There is a relatively simple way to 
improve voter participation in local 
elections: hold them at the same time 
as statewide and national races, Jillson 
said. While this approach would almost 
certainly increase turnout, it would 
come with its own set of problems, 
he said.

City and school board races are oft en 
intended to be nonpartisan, Jillson said. 

But a large number of voters are driven 
by their affi  liation with a major political 
party, he added.

“The reason that municipal elec-
tions are held off  of the major election 
cycle … is that they want voters—even 
if the number of voters are small—to be 
focused on local issues and not be dis-
tracted by Beto or Trump,” Jillson said.

Frisco political consultant Tracy 
Gamble has studied local voting pat-
terns for years. 

Those who vote in city and school 
elections tend to show up reliably from 
year to year, she said. She advises can-
didates to appeal to those voters rather 
than try to get new people to the polls.

If Richardson candidates are to 
embrace Gamble’s strategy, that means 
focusing on the 5,793 voters who cast 
ballots in May 2017 over the more than 
63,000 other registered voters who 
declined to show up.

“Few people get very involved in their 
local elections because they don’t have 
the bandwidth,” Gamble said. “They 
have a hard enough time keeping up 
with what’s happening in Congress. 
And they perceive—because that’s how 
we’re taught as students—they perceive 

that what’s happening in Washington 
D.C. is more important than what’s hap-
pening in Austin or in their backyard.”

That mindset could be rooted in a 
misunderstanding of what falls under 
the purview of local government, 
according to Ellen Steger, League of 
Women Voters Richardson President. 
Setting the municipal tax rate, mitigat-
ing local development, and, in Rich-
ardson’s case, hiring a city manager, 
are items lawmakers at the state and 
national level do not control.

“Local elections infl uence portions 
of your life even more than the national 
elections do,” Steger said. “They tax 
you. … [They decide] whether or not 
you have apartments, whether or not 
potholes get fi xed.”

Richardson’s electorate tends to be 
more engaged because of the open ave-
nue of communication between mem-
bers of local government and their con-
stituents, said Council Member Marta 
Gomez Frey, who chose not to seek 
re-election this year. This is the beauty 
of a smaller city, where residents run in 
similar circles as their council members, 
she said.

Still, council members count on that 

engagement to go beyond small talk in 
line at the grocery store or at church, 
Frey said. 

“If you need something from the city, 
you have to show up and let us know 
what it is you want, and that is usually 
through the vote,” she said.

Richardson’s City Council is elected 
at large, meaning all voters cast ballots 
for all six council seats as well as the 
mayor. Criticisms of at large systems 
have recently surfaced by those who 
claim the practice not only favors white 
candidates but also discourages minori-
ties from running for offi  ce. 

In January, Richardson ISD settled a 
lawsuit leveraged by a former trustee 
that claimed its at large system vio-
lated the Voting Rights Act. As a result, 
the district switched fi ve of its board 
seats to single-member districts and 
moved its scheduled May election to 
November.

The upside of an at large system is 
that council members act in the interest 
of the entire city rather than a specifi c 
geographic area, Frey said. In a city of 
Richardson’s size, with a population 
of roughly 115,000, this system works, 
she said.

“I think for us, and where we are in 
our growth, it’s better for us to have an 
at large system, so that each council 
member is taking the community as a 
whole not just my neighborhood or my 
district,” she said.

TOWING THE PARTY LINE

Campaign strategy in local elec-
tions is also adjusting to what political 
observers and participants describe as 
a growing infl uence of partisan groups. 

“We’ve seen it actually happen in 
North Texas where a small group—
maybe 100 people with barely enough 
reach to turn out 800 or 1,000 voters—
can turn an election because histori-
cally the electorate doesn’t pay atten-
tion to local races,” Gamble said.

These groups sometimes view local 
offi  ce as a stepping stone to higher 
offi  ce, Gamble said. Serving on the city 
council or school board also requires a 
fraction of the campaigning and cost of 
a larger-scale campaign, she added.

Candidates navigate this increasingly 
partisan environment in diff erent ways. 
Gamble, who is not working for any 
candidates this election cycle, advises 
her clients to stick with a nonpolitical 
message. She also tells them to appeal 
to voter demographics. Senior citizens, 
for example, are known to be active in 
local elections.

Other candidates, though, pursue a 
more openly partisan approach if they 
think it will help, Jillson said. 

To Sproull, the partisan mindset that 
defi nes state and national races is not 
very useful at the local level.

“We have gone through an era where 
we have had—particularly at the state 
and national level—very partisan elec-
tions that typically, in the primaries, 
[lead to] people on the extreme part of 
the spectrum getting elected,” he said. 
“We need more balance.”
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RICHARDSONlocal turnout
Just over 9 percent of registered voters in Richardson 

participated in the last round of City Council and school 
board elections in May 2017. But some neighborhoods 
have higher voting rates than others. In the map below, 
see how each area fared in terms of voter participation 

in 2017 local elections. MAP KEY
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DALLAS COUNTY participation
Voter turnout has increased in Dallas County by 13.2 percent since November 2012. 

Even as the number of registered voters increases, voter turnout tends to fl uctuate based 
on the type of election. 
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RICHARDSON
PARTICIPATION
in city elections

Voter turnout for the past fi ve local elections in Richardson is listed below. The data shown is 
from Dallas County; the city of Richardson contracts with Dallas County to count all votes in 
its municipal elections, including those coming from the Collin County portion of the city.
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Registered voters Votes counted

May 2017

May 2015

*May 2013

May 2011
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63,098

59,565

59,023

56,574

57,118

5,793

2,741

14,381

8,198

7,396

1,338,788

1,286,763

1,296,876

1,215,757

1,206,869

1,172,339

1,182,432

1,127,643

731,576
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154,875

714,387

134,998

SOURCE: DALLAS COUNTY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

#5 – Precinct 48

Canyon Creek

*May
2013

The fi rst year Richardson’s mayor was 
elected by citizens rather than elected 
by council. As a result, voter turnout was 
much higher than in previous elections.
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Elida Capps is the sole employee at Canyon Creek Art, where 
she custom frames pieces using old and new methods.
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A  n untrained eye may view picture framing as 
a simple task. But a trip to Canyon Creek Art 

in Richardson will quickly debunk any precon-
ceived notions about the craft.

Owner Jerry Cornelius has worked in the indus-
try since the mid-1970s when he took a part-time 
job at a custom-frame shop in North Dallas. 

He and his wife, Barbara, opened the original 
location of Canyon Creek Art in 1995 near Campbell 
Road and North Central Expressway. The store relo-
cated to its current location at Coit and Campbell 
roads in 2017.

“From the very first day, I knew I would never do 
anything else,” Jerry said. “We love the creativity of 
it all—the colors, the textures, the design.”

Photography, art and priceless artifacts encap-
sulated by Jerry and associate Elida Capps come to 
the gallery through a variety of channels. Clients 
range from families looking to preserve heirloom 
photos to museum curators commissioning Jerry to 
frame original works of art for exhibits. 

Regardless of the customer, each piece is given 
the same museum-grade treatment—meaning 
adhesives never come in contact with the artwork, 
and all materials used to frame the piece are acid- 
and lignin-free, ensuring continued preservation. 

As technology has advanced, many of the early 
custom-framing techniques have been replaced 
with digital alternatives, which is why Jerry and 
Capps make an annual trip to the Professional Pic-
ture Framers Association trade show to learn the 
latest conservation methods. 

Still, certain pieces call for a return to the basics. 
The business was recently commissioned by Ross 
Perot Sr.’s private art museum to frame the original 
deed to Independence Hall, the historic building in 
Philadelphia where both the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the U.S. Constitution were signed.

“We have a computerized matte cutter that is 
extremely fast, extremely accurate and consistent—
every matte we cut is perfectly square,” Jerry said. 
“But when I did the Independence Hall deed with 
the scalloped edges, I had to use a razer blade to 
cut it out by hand.”

Customers can also have their photos and art 
printed on the business’ state-of-the-art giclee 
printer—a machine that uses archival inks to create 
high-quality, long-lasting prints. The scrupulous 
work of the giclee printer is evidenced by the 
studio’s showcased landscape and floral photog-
raphy—each image meticulously captured by Jerry 
and Barbara.

BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER

Canyon Creek Art

1360 W. Campbell Road,  
Ste. 112, Richardson

972-690-6216  

www.canyoncreekart.com

Hours: Tue.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 
p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
closed Sun.-Mon.

Canyon Creek Art
Custom-frame shop handles priceless artifacts, works of art
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WHY CHOOSE CUSTOM? 

BUSINESS FEATURE

Clients unaware of the benefits that come with custom 
framing may opt for a big-box store. Here are a few 
reasons why Canyon Creek Art says custom is best.

RELATIVE 
COST: Big-box 
stores tend to 
inflate prices to 
advertise major 
discounts. After 
discounts, the 
cost of a big-box 
job is about the 
same as a custom 
job, if not more.

ENHANCED 

PRESERVATION: 

Custom-framed pieces 

are never treated with 

chemicals that degrade 

photos and art over time. 

EXPERTISE: Custom-frame shop employees often have decades of experience and attend annual conservation trainings.

Elida Capps (left), Jerry Cornelius and wife Barbara Cornelius run Canyon Creek Art in Richardson.

SOURCE: CANYON CREEK ART/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

www.Jeri4planoISD.com

Jeri
CHAMBERS

FOR

PLANO ISD Trustee,
Place 6

Political advertisement paid for by Jeri Chambers Campaign.

• committed 
leader and 
community 
volunteer

• experienced 
teacher

• PISD parent

Elect an experienced board member committed 
to education excellence.

www.Jeri4planoISD.com
1706814

They matter to me.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company; Bloomington, IL

I get it. Your home and car are more than just things. 
They’re where you make your memories and they 
deserve the right protection. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Stephanie South, Agent
189 N Plano Rd
Richardson, TX  75081
Bus: 972-690-0618
stephanie.south.nysu@statefarm.com
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Ten50 BBQ
Painstaking process behind 
meat at local barbecue joint

W   illiam Weisiger’s career trajectory often 
strayed from the status quo. He got his start 

in finance, but an entrepreneurial spirit led him to 
pursue self-employment gigs, such as professional 
poker player and purveyor of items from repos-
sessed storage units.

Six years ago, he was plotting his next career 
move, one that would have taken him out west to 
open a barbecue restaurant.

“I learned to smoke meat from my grandfather 
and his brother ... starting at about the age of 9, 
where they literally used to dig a pit in the ground, 
line it with bricks and make a makeshift smoke-
stack—seriously old school,” he said.

So when the original owners of Ten50 BBQ 
invited him on as chief pitmaster around 2013, 
Weisiger was not sure the job was a good fit. For 
one, it would derail a plan he had in the works 
with friend Greg Woodward to open a barbecue 
restaurant in Utah. 

Eventually, with encouragement from Wood-
ward, Weisiger accepted the position. It has been 
five years since Ten50 BBQ opened in the former 
K&G Men’s Supply Store off US 75. Every day, hun-
gry masses craving Central Texas-style barbecue fill 
the 10,000-square-foot space.

The secret to perfectly smoked meats is time and 
consistency, Weisiger said. At Ten50 BBQ, meats 
like brisket and pork butt spend upwards of 10 
hours cooking “low and slow” over post-oak wood 
chips. On any given day, three Oyler pits smoke 
anywhere between 3,000-4,500 pounds of meat, 
Weisiger said.

The crown jewel of Ten50 BBQ’s menu is the 
prime brisket, which takes between 10-12 hours to 
cook at 200-225 degrees, Weisiger said. All of the 
brisket is trimmed down to quarter-inch slices that 
boast a healthy layer of fat and a flavorful, smoky 
rind known as “bark.”

“We work painstakingly long hours to create that 
bark,” he said.

BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER

1: Meat at Ten50 BBQ is served market-style, meaning 
it is cut and weighed to each customer’s liking. Hot 
and cold sides, such as potato salad, slaw, fried okra, 
mac ‘n cheese and brisket-baked beans, are selected 
cafeteria-style inside. 2: William Weisiger came on as 
the Richardson restaurant’s chief pitmaster in 2013.

Ten50 BBQ

1050 N. Central Expressway, Richardson

855-783-1050 | www.ten50bbq.com 

Hours: Sun.-Thu. 10:50 a.m.-9 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 10:50 a.m.-10 p.m.
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DINING FEATURE

“WE WORK PAINSTAKINGLY 
LONG HOURS TO CREATE 
THAT BARK.”
— PITMASTER WILLIAM WEISIGER

Barbecue with a side of

March 30 
BJ Stricker & The Kings 

April 6 
John Tipton Band

Ten50 BBQ will resume its summer 
concert series beginning March 30. 
Concerts take place every Saturday 

evening at 5:30 p.m. until September.

BRISKET & PORK 
TORPEDOES

SLENDER 
SLAW

PRIME 
BRISKET

BRISKET BAKED 
BEANS

POTATO 
SALAD

JALAPENO-CHEDDAR 
SAUSAGE

ST. LOUIS 
PORK RIBS

SMOKED 
CHICKEN

1

April 13 
Devin Leigh Band 

April 20 
The Big Jangle

BEATS

God’s story continues.
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destinations than the airport.”
First announced in 2012, the train 

would travel as fast as 205 miles per 
hour, delivering commuters from 
Dallas to Houston and vice-versa 
in 90 minutes. It would be the fi rst 
high-speed rail line in North Amer-
ica, according to offi  cials with Texas 
Central Partners, the private group 
developing the project.

But even as the company nears its 
targeted groundbreaking at the end of 
this year, there are still several hurdles 
to overcome. The company is waiting 
for approval of two federal permits 
before it can begin construction, Vice 
President of External Aff airs David 
Arbuckle said at a Jan. 16 Growth 
& Mobility Luncheon hosted by the 
Richardson Chamber of Commerce. 

“This is the future,” Arbuckle said. 
“If you know anything about trans-
portation in Texas, you know that 
we don’t have enough money for 

the transportation needs we already 
have.”

But before Texas Central Partners 
can begin construction, the Federal 
Railroad Administration must approve 
the company’s environmental impact 
statement, and it must still acquire 
the remaining land along the route. 
Bills under consideration by the state 
Legislature could also derail plans for 
the train.

THE RICHARDSON PERSPECTIVE

Cities, including Richardson, have 
rallied around the project, which offi  -
cials said could generate signifi cant 
economic development. 

Bullet trains are job creators, said 
Chris Wallace, president of the North 
Texas Commission, a public-private 
partnership dedicated to advancing 
prosperity of the region. The proj-
ect is estimated to have a $36 billion 
economic impact, or the equivalent 
of hosting 180 Super Bowls, Wallace 
said. 

“The bullet train will help connect 
the larger workforce centers,” Wallace 
said. “... We have to have all the tools 
in the tool chest for business people, 
individuals and consumers. ... And 
the bullet train is a major part of that 
plan.”

The train would dock in the Cedars 
area near downtown Dallas, but work-
ers across the region stand to benefi t 
from an additional mode of transit, 
Richardson Director of Transportation 
Mark Nelson said. 

“Certainly there have been some 
concerns with logistics. … But the 
overall benefi t of providing a fast, effi  -
cient, safe mode of transportation … 
clearly that is a benefi t for the travel-
ing public,” he said.

And then there are the more sub-
tle eff ects, such as traffi  c conges-
tion relief. The population in Texas 
is growing, and with more people 
comes the crowding of major inter-
states, including the oft -traveled I-45 
between Houston and Dallas, Nelson 

said. Traffi  c fatigue and the ability to 
catch up on work or rest could lead 
some motorists to opt for the train, he 
said. 

“We can’t do much in terms of 
building capacity on the interstate,” 
Nelson said. “There’s going to con-
tinue to be a level of congestion as the 
population continues to grow.”

CHOOSING A MODE OF TRANSIT

Transportation networks already 
available in Richardson mean that 
residents could easily connect to the 
bullet train station via Dallas Area 
Rapid Transit’s Red Line, Nelson said. 

By the bullet train’s planned arrival 
in 2025, Richardson residents will 
also have better access to Dallas Fort-
Worth International Airport via two 
stations on DART’s  26-mile passenger 
Cotton Belt rail line at the University 
of Texas at Dallas and the CityLine 
development.

Still, Texas Central Partners says 
the bullet train would have a leg-up 
on air travel, which requires passen-
gers to endure the hassle of extensive 
security measures.

Texas Central Partners will still 
conduct security screenings of pas-
sengers prior boarding the train, said 
Holly Reed, the company’s senior vice 
president for external communica-
tions. But the federal security require-
ments for airports are not the same as 
those for passenger trains, she said.

“That’s good news for travelers, and 
that’s a diff erentiator for why people 
will ride the train,” Reed said. “Right 
now, you don’t have to go through the 
aggravating screening process that 
you go through within an airport.

“And there is security, but it is more 
passive. We have the ability to design 
the latest technology into each of the 
stations because they are being [newly] 
constructed. So we don’t have to ret-
rofi t post-9/11 like many airports did.”

When it comes to ticket pricing, 
Reed said it will vary based on market 
conditions and is expected to remain 
competitive with airline pricing.

“Fares will be variable depending 
on what is going on at the time and 
how the traveler booked,” Reed said. 
“Think about a hotel or airplane, for 
example. If you book in advance and 
you book in an off -peak time, you get 
a diff erent price than if you fl y … 7:30 
Monday morning to Houston, and you 
booked it two hours ahead of time.”

WHAT’S NEXT? 

As of March 15, Texas Cen-
tral Partners estimated the amount 
of land it acquired for the project to be 

approximately 33 percent.
The company has acquired that land 

without the use of eminent domain, 
which is a legal process of requiring 
property owners to sell their land at a 
fair-market value for public projects 
such as constructing new roadways.

“Texas Central is both a railroad 
company under Chapters 81 and 112 
of the Texas Transportation Code, and 
an interurban electric railway under 
Chapter 131 of the Texas Transpor-
tation Code,” the company said in a 
statement. “Texas has long granted 
eminent domain authority to rail-
roads and inter-
urban electric 
railways, such as 
Texas Central, as 
well as pipeline 
companies, elec-
tric power com-
panies and other 
industries that 
provide the infrastructure necessary 
to serve the public effi  ciently and 
enjoy a healthy economy. Texas Cen-
tral is building positive relationships 
directly with property owners, and 
any use of its condemnation authority 
will be a last resort.”

However, a court in Leon County 
ruled that Texas Central Partners is 
neither a railroad company nor an 
interurban electric railway—a deci-
sion the company says it will appeal.

“We respectfully disagree with 
the judge’s decision in Leon County 
and plan to appeal,” Texas Central 
Partners said in a statement. “We 
are confi dent that the laws of Texas 

irrefutably give this project authority 
to access and survey private land to 
help determine the high-speed train’s 
most advantageous route between 
Houston and North Texas.”

Before the target date for construc-
tion, the project will have to undergo 
multiple layers of federal approval.

Texas Central Partners must meet 
rules and regulations the Federal 
Railroad Administration has craft ed 
specifi cally for the project, according 
to the company. 

The company must also demon-
strate that future construction and 

operation of the 
railway will not 
negatively aff ect 
s u r r o u n d i n g 
neighborhoods, 
roadways or the 
natural environ-
ment. That state-
ment is still in its 

draft  version, Reed said.
Houston-based Resource Environ-

mental Solutions has been named as 
the project’s provider for ecological 
mitigation services, Texas Central 
Partners announced Feb. 4. 

Resource Environmental Solutions 
will ensure the rail line will be in 
compliance with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers environmental require-
ments, such as restoring, enhancing 
and preserving the wetlands sur-
rounding construction areas.

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

“WE HAVE TO HAVE ALL THE 
TOOLS IN THE TOOL CHEST FOR 
BUSINESS PEOPLE, INDIVIDUALS 
AND CONSUMERS. ... AND THE 
BULLET TRAIN IS A MAJOR PART 
OF THAT PLAN.”

— CHRIS WALLACE, PRESIDENT OF 
THE NORTH TEXAS COMMISSION

Approximately 
1 hour

Varies 
depending 
on the airline

A TSA offi cer will verify the 
passenger’s identity and 
boarding pass, followed by 
a screening of passengers 
and their carry-on items.

Passengers will not have 
to remove their shoes, and 
the security protocol may 
include passive forms of 
screening, such as facial 
recognition technology.

Depending on the 
company, between 
3 hours and 45 
minutes to 6 hours 
and 40 minutes

Depending on the 
day of the week 
and the company, 
between three-10 
departures per day

Passengers are 
required to present 
a government-
issued photo ID 
for some busing 
companies.

22 miles to Dallas/Fort 
Worth International Airport, 
16 miles to Love Field 
Airport

14 miles to Vonlane station, 
15 miles to downtown 
Dallas Greyhound station, 
14 miles to Megabus Dallas 
station

SOURCE: MEGABUS, GREYHOUND, VONLANE, TEXAS CENTRAL PARTNERS  AND KAYAK.COM/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Compiled by Gavin Pugh  •  Designed by Breanna Flores

Public transit from Richardson to

HOUSTON
When traveling from Dallas to Houston, 
commuters can choose between two primary 
modes of public transportation: busing or air 
travel. Representatives from Texas Central 
believe they will offer a competitive alternative 
to travel when the rail line is expected to become 
operational in 2025. 

Airplane

1 hour and 
30 minutes

Every 30 
minutes 
during normal 
operating hours

Texas Central

15 miles to departure station*
*2-4 miles to any of Richardson’s 
DART Red Line stations, which 
may connect to Texas Central’s 
departure point 

One-way cost: $110-$234

One-way cost: “Double 
digits” to over $100

One-way cost: $5-$105Bus

Security:Distance to departure 
point from Richardson:

Frequency 
of trips:

Duration 
of trip:

Security:Distance to departure 
point from Richardson:

Frequency 
of trips:

Duration 
of trip:

Security:Distance to departure 
point from Richardson:

Frequency 
of trips:

Duration 
of trip:

• Highways • Power grids

• Natural gas/oil pipelines

• Railways

Acquiring

LAND
As long as they pay just compensation, 

governmental entities and some private 
companies can seize land for public proj-
ects, also referred to as eminent domain. 

Texas Central Partners has nearly 33 percent of the necessary land 
parcels under its ownership. According to statement, the company 
prefers to negotiate land prices with property owners without ever 

having to invoke eminent domain.

SOURCE: TEXAS CENTRAL PARTNERS, TEXAS TRIBUNE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The Texas Central 
Railway would have 
stations in Dallas,  
Houston and in the 
Brazos Valley.

DALLAS

HOUSTON Some of those projects might include:

BRAZOS VALLEY
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destinations than the airport.”
First announced in 2012, the train 

would travel as fast as 205 miles per 
hour, delivering commuters from 
Dallas to Houston and vice-versa 
in 90 minutes. It would be the fi rst 
high-speed rail line in North Amer-
ica, according to offi  cials with Texas 
Central Partners, the private group 
developing the project.

But even as the company nears its 
targeted groundbreaking at the end of 
this year, there are still several hurdles 
to overcome. The company is waiting 
for approval of two federal permits 
before it can begin construction, Vice 
President of External Aff airs David 
Arbuckle said at a Jan. 16 Growth 
& Mobility Luncheon hosted by the 
Richardson Chamber of Commerce. 

“This is the future,” Arbuckle said. 
“If you know anything about trans-
portation in Texas, you know that 
we don’t have enough money for 

the transportation needs we already 
have.”

But before Texas Central Partners 
can begin construction, the Federal 
Railroad Administration must approve 
the company’s environmental impact 
statement, and it must still acquire 
the remaining land along the route. 
Bills under consideration by the state 
Legislature could also derail plans for 
the train.

THE RICHARDSON PERSPECTIVE

Cities, including Richardson, have 
rallied around the project, which offi  -
cials said could generate signifi cant 
economic development. 

Bullet trains are job creators, said 
Chris Wallace, president of the North 
Texas Commission, a public-private 
partnership dedicated to advancing 
prosperity of the region. The proj-
ect is estimated to have a $36 billion 
economic impact, or the equivalent 
of hosting 180 Super Bowls, Wallace 
said. 

“The bullet train will help connect 
the larger workforce centers,” Wallace 
said. “... We have to have all the tools 
in the tool chest for business people, 
individuals and consumers. ... And 
the bullet train is a major part of that 
plan.”

The train would dock in the Cedars 
area near downtown Dallas, but work-
ers across the region stand to benefi t 
from an additional mode of transit, 
Richardson Director of Transportation 
Mark Nelson said. 

“Certainly there have been some 
concerns with logistics. … But the 
overall benefi t of providing a fast, effi  -
cient, safe mode of transportation … 
clearly that is a benefi t for the travel-
ing public,” he said.

And then there are the more sub-
tle eff ects, such as traffi  c conges-
tion relief. The population in Texas 
is growing, and with more people 
comes the crowding of major inter-
states, including the oft -traveled I-45 
between Houston and Dallas, Nelson 

said. Traffi  c fatigue and the ability to 
catch up on work or rest could lead 
some motorists to opt for the train, he 
said. 

“We can’t do much in terms of 
building capacity on the interstate,” 
Nelson said. “There’s going to con-
tinue to be a level of congestion as the 
population continues to grow.”

CHOOSING A MODE OF TRANSIT

Transportation networks already 
available in Richardson mean that 
residents could easily connect to the 
bullet train station via Dallas Area 
Rapid Transit’s Red Line, Nelson said. 

By the bullet train’s planned arrival 
in 2025, Richardson residents will 
also have better access to Dallas Fort-
Worth International Airport via two 
stations on DART’s  26-mile passenger 
Cotton Belt rail line at the University 
of Texas at Dallas and the CityLine 
development.

Still, Texas Central Partners says 
the bullet train would have a leg-up 
on air travel, which requires passen-
gers to endure the hassle of extensive 
security measures.

Texas Central Partners will still 
conduct security screenings of pas-
sengers prior boarding the train, said 
Holly Reed, the company’s senior vice 
president for external communica-
tions. But the federal security require-
ments for airports are not the same as 
those for passenger trains, she said.

“That’s good news for travelers, and 
that’s a diff erentiator for why people 
will ride the train,” Reed said. “Right 
now, you don’t have to go through the 
aggravating screening process that 
you go through within an airport.

“And there is security, but it is more 
passive. We have the ability to design 
the latest technology into each of the 
stations because they are being [newly] 
constructed. So we don’t have to ret-
rofi t post-9/11 like many airports did.”

When it comes to ticket pricing, 
Reed said it will vary based on market 
conditions and is expected to remain 
competitive with airline pricing.

“Fares will be variable depending 
on what is going on at the time and 
how the traveler booked,” Reed said. 
“Think about a hotel or airplane, for 
example. If you book in advance and 
you book in an off -peak time, you get 
a diff erent price than if you fl y … 7:30 
Monday morning to Houston, and you 
booked it two hours ahead of time.”

WHAT’S NEXT? 

As of March 15, Texas Cen-
tral Partners estimated the amount 
of land it acquired for the project to be 

approximately 33 percent.
The company has acquired that land 

without the use of eminent domain, 
which is a legal process of requiring 
property owners to sell their land at a 
fair-market value for public projects 
such as constructing new roadways.

“Texas Central is both a railroad 
company under Chapters 81 and 112 
of the Texas Transportation Code, and 
an interurban electric railway under 
Chapter 131 of the Texas Transpor-
tation Code,” the company said in a 
statement. “Texas has long granted 
eminent domain authority to rail-
roads and inter-
urban electric 
railways, such as 
Texas Central, as 
well as pipeline 
companies, elec-
tric power com-
panies and other 
industries that 
provide the infrastructure necessary 
to serve the public effi  ciently and 
enjoy a healthy economy. Texas Cen-
tral is building positive relationships 
directly with property owners, and 
any use of its condemnation authority 
will be a last resort.”

However, a court in Leon County 
ruled that Texas Central Partners is 
neither a railroad company nor an 
interurban electric railway—a deci-
sion the company says it will appeal.

“We respectfully disagree with 
the judge’s decision in Leon County 
and plan to appeal,” Texas Central 
Partners said in a statement. “We 
are confi dent that the laws of Texas 

irrefutably give this project authority 
to access and survey private land to 
help determine the high-speed train’s 
most advantageous route between 
Houston and North Texas.”

Before the target date for construc-
tion, the project will have to undergo 
multiple layers of federal approval.

Texas Central Partners must meet 
rules and regulations the Federal 
Railroad Administration has craft ed 
specifi cally for the project, according 
to the company. 

The company must also demon-
strate that future construction and 

operation of the 
railway will not 
negatively aff ect 
s u r r o u n d i n g 
neighborhoods, 
roadways or the 
natural environ-
ment. That state-
ment is still in its 

draft  version, Reed said.
Houston-based Resource Environ-

mental Solutions has been named as 
the project’s provider for ecological 
mitigation services, Texas Central 
Partners announced Feb. 4. 

Resource Environmental Solutions 
will ensure the rail line will be in 
compliance with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers environmental require-
ments, such as restoring, enhancing 
and preserving the wetlands sur-
rounding construction areas.

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

“WE HAVE TO HAVE ALL THE 
TOOLS IN THE TOOL CHEST FOR 
BUSINESS PEOPLE, INDIVIDUALS 
AND CONSUMERS. ... AND THE 
BULLET TRAIN IS A MAJOR PART 
OF THAT PLAN.”

— CHRIS WALLACE, PRESIDENT OF 
THE NORTH TEXAS COMMISSION

Approximately 
1 hour

Varies 
depending 
on the airline

A TSA offi cer will verify the 
passenger’s identity and 
boarding pass, followed by 
a screening of passengers 
and their carry-on items.

Passengers will not have 
to remove their shoes, and 
the security protocol may 
include passive forms of 
screening, such as facial 
recognition technology.

Depending on the 
company, between 
3 hours and 45 
minutes to 6 hours 
and 40 minutes

Depending on the 
day of the week 
and the company, 
between three-10 
departures per day

Passengers are 
required to present 
a government-
issued photo ID 
for some busing 
companies.

22 miles to Dallas/Fort 
Worth International Airport, 
16 miles to Love Field 
Airport

14 miles to Vonlane station, 
15 miles to downtown 
Dallas Greyhound station, 
14 miles to Megabus Dallas 
station
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Public transit from Richardson to

HOUSTON
When traveling from Dallas to Houston, 
commuters can choose between two primary 
modes of public transportation: busing or air 
travel. Representatives from Texas Central 
believe they will offer a competitive alternative 
to travel when the rail line is expected to become 
operational in 2025. 

Airplane

1 hour and 
30 minutes

Every 30 
minutes 
during normal 
operating hours

Texas Central

15 miles to departure station*
*2-4 miles to any of Richardson’s 
DART Red Line stations, which 
may connect to Texas Central’s 
departure point 

One-way cost: $110-$234

One-way cost: “Double 
digits” to over $100

One-way cost: $5-$105Bus

Security:Distance to departure 
point from Richardson:

Frequency 
of trips:

Duration 
of trip:

Security:Distance to departure 
point from Richardson:

Frequency 
of trips:

Duration 
of trip:

Security:Distance to departure 
point from Richardson:

Frequency 
of trips:

Duration 
of trip:
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• Natural gas/oil pipelines
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Acquiring

LAND
As long as they pay just compensation, 

governmental entities and some private 
companies can seize land for public proj-
ects, also referred to as eminent domain. 

Texas Central Partners has nearly 33 percent of the necessary land 
parcels under its ownership. According to statement, the company 
prefers to negotiate land prices with property owners without ever 

having to invoke eminent domain.

SOURCE: TEXAS CENTRAL PARTNERS, TEXAS TRIBUNE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The Texas Central 
Railway would have 
stations in Dallas,  
Houston and in the 
Brazos Valley.

DALLAS

HOUSTON Some of those projects might include:

BRAZOS VALLEY

Kitchen & Bath 
Makeovers made easy!

KBSTUDIOS

Simple - Quick - Affordable
Visit our showroom in Richardson 

and design the style you want!

972-677-9707
1373 W Campbell Road, RicharDson, TX

www.kbstudios.com
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HOMES ON THE MARKET 
CITY COMPARISON—JANUARY 2019

REAL ESTATE COMPILED BY  OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER

Richardson
2018: 137
2019: 205

Garland
2018: 254
2019: 377

Plano
2018: 540
2019: 642 Murphy

2018: 37
2019: 51

Wylie
2018: 222
2019: 251

N

PGBT
TOLL

75

30

205

635

78
75082

75081

75080

FEATURED DEVELOPMENT

INGRAM TERRACE

Address: 5437 Harbour Road, Richardson 
Completion date (of entire development): end of 2019 
Number of homes: 62 (42 complete) 
Sales price range: $374,990-$456,990 
Square footage: 1,821-3,651 
Amenities: gated community, pool  
Schools: Schell Elementary School, Otto Middle School, 
Williams High School, Plano East Senior High School
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Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy 
of this data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions.

SOURCE: MARKET DATA PROVIDED BY JONNA HERNANDEZ OF COLLIN COUNTY ASSOCIATION 
OF REALTORS, COURTESY OF NORTH TEXAS REAL ESTATE INFORMATION SYSTEMS

MARKET DATA

RICHARDSON HOMES SOLD BY ZIP CODE

  Price   Richardson       Plano       Garland       Murphy          Wylie

MEDIAN SALES PRICE
MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES BY CITY

$269,000

Percent of original 
price received

Median 
sales price

13094.2% 42

New 
listings

Average days 
on the market

205 94

Homes on  
the market

Homes under 
contract

ON THE MARKET— JANUARY 2019
MARKET DATA

*AS OF FEB. 18

+3.5%

-0.3%

+2.6%

-11.5%

 JANUARY 2018 
 JANUARY 2019

+8.4%

-2.8%
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     Price  75080              75081                        75082

+17.9%

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES BY ZIPCODE

 JANUARY 2018 
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-15.5%
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Boomer Lifestyle Series: 
Ongoing Lunch & Learn Workshops
RIGHT-SIZING 
EXPERTS
Let us help you with all aspects 
of your move.

DIAMOND IN 
THE ROUGH
Home Seller Program
Pay-at-close repairs to maximize your bott om line.

To see the upcoming workshop schedule call 972-546-7653 or visit www.divercity.com

Your local, in person source for:
Informati on on Medicare, Reverse Mortgages, maintaining your lifestyle aft er rightsizing 
and getti  ng your “docs” in a row before it’s too late!

501 W. President George Bush Turnpike, Ste. 125, Richardson, TX 75080   |  divercitygroup.com  |  



DEALS THIS MONTH

Come try 
the taste of 
Sinaloa
Mexico!

2100 Alamo Road
214.287.7578

2100 Alamo Road
214.287.7578

Come try 
the taste of 
Sinaloa
Mexico!

2100 Alamo Road2100 Alamo Road2100 Alamo Road2100 Alamo Road2100 Alamo Road2100 Alamo Road2100 Alamo Road2100 Alamo Road2100 Alamo Road2100 Alamo Road2100 Alamo Road

Now Open in Richardson!Now Open in Richardson!
WITH THE PURCHASE 

OF TWO ENTREES. 
EXPIRES 4/30/19.

 FREE 
APPETIZER

 FREE 
APPETIZER  $10 LUNCH SPECIALS

CAMPBELL RD.A
LA

M
O

 R
D

.

75

DINING
Apollonia’s Italian Kitchen .......................... 24

Cafe Amore ............................................... 26

Dog Haus Biergarten ................................. 27

Hirsch’s Specialty Meats ............................ 27

Palapas Seafood Bar .................................. 23

Rockfish Seafood Grill ................................ 25

Tamaleria Nuevo Leon................................ 24

The Brasa Bar & Grill .................................. 25

MEDICAL
Excel Health MD ........................................ 24

Medical Xpress .......................................... 26

RETAIL
Quality Used Furniture Warehouse ............ 25

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Nerds to Go Richardson ............................. 25
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3610 SHIRE BLVD, RICHARDSON, TX 75082 
(469) 209-0500 | WWW.APOLLONIASITALIANKITCHEN.COM

1/2 Price 
Pizza and Beer 
ON MONDAYS

1/2 Price 
Wine 
ON WEDNESDAYS

$7.99 express 
Lunch
MONDAY-FRIDAY

 fREE
Tax, alcohol, and gratuity 

not included. One coupon 
per table, max 4 guests. 

Off er expires 
4/30/19

190

Jupiter Rd.Sh
ire

 B
lv

d.

Live Music on Weekends!

Buy One Entree
Get
One 

Hyperlocal 
Advertising 

HERE FOR YOUR PRINT AND DIGITAL NEEDS

CONTACT US TODAY
ADVERTISING@COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM

• Wellness and Integrative Health Consults
• Holistic Weight loss Consults
• Low carb and KETO meal products

• Body composition analysis
• Intermittent fasting support
   (Dr. Jason Fung)

 MAJOR INSURANCES & 
MEDICARE COVERED

DISCOUNTED CASH PRICING 
PACKAGES AVAILABLE
FSA AND HSA ELIGIBLE

318 W FM 544, BLDG C, STE 4, MURPHY, TX 75094 | EXCELHEALTHMD.COM

Dr. Indrani 
Raman, MD
Board certified in Internal 
Medicine and in Nephrology. 
Certified obesity medicine 
specialist and fellowship 
training in Integrative medicine.

FREE
INITIAL

CONSULTATION
(30 MINS)

(972) 
752-3199

STOP YO-YO DIETING! JOIN OUR MD SUPERVISED
WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM FOR LONG TERM RESULTS.

Grand Opening!

TAMALERIA NUEVO LEON

Your Tamale HeadquartersYour Tamale Headquarters6 free 
tamales

 with the 
purchase of 

6 tamales 
of equal or 

lesser value at 

regular price.
One coupon per order. 

Expires 4/30/19

2139 Buckingham Rd Phone: 972-685-6556 J
U

P
IT

E
R

 R
D

BUCKINGHAM RD

N

EAST PARK DR
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CLASSIC

PERUVIAN DISHES

AMAZING CEVICHE • ROASTED CHICKEN

SCRUMPTIOUS SEAFOOD • AND MUCH MORE 

DAILY LUNCH

SPECIALS

25% OFF
ANY ORDER

CO
IT 

RD
.ARAPAHO RD. 430 N COIT RD #400

469-845-7353 • THEBRASA.US
HOURS: MON, WED-FRI, SUN: 11AM-10PM 
TUE: 11AM-5PM • SAT: 11AM-2AM

$8.50
MON-FRI: 11-3

Dine in only. Tax, Tip, and 
alcohol not included. One 
coupon per table. Offer 

expires 4/30/19.

15% STUDENT & 
SENIOR DISCOUNT

CLASSIC

PERUVIAN DISHES

Our team is experienced, 
certifi ed, insured and bonded.

Virus protection/Removal 
Network Design/Maintenance
Hardware/Software Support

Smart Home system set-up 
and training.

For small business and 
residential—full service repairs 
for computers, tablets, laptops 
and other devices.

We come to 
your home 

or business!

CALL 
NOW!

515 W. Campbell Rd. Suite #107, 
Richardson, TX 75080

972-349-0206
www.nerdstogo.com

$19.99

20% OFF

PER
MONTH

Avast, award winning anti-virus 
software! Includes remote monitoring, 

ongoing IT support
$59.99 set up fee required. Inquire for details.

All tech services with this ad!
Onsite or in store.

QUALITY LOCAL TREASURES. 
WHERE GOOD TASTE COSTS LESS!

We search estate sales and auctions to fi nd the 
best deals for our customers!

Specializing in Mid-Century, French Provincial, Traditional 
and more! Featuring great brands such as 

Drexel, Thomasville, Ethan Allen, and Kent Coffey!

E. ARAPAHO RD.

N.
 PL

AN
O 

RD
.

E. BELT LINE RD.

75 1300 E. ARAPAHO RD, 
SUITE 108, 

RICHARDSON, TX 75081 

 www.qualityusedfurniturewhse.com | 214-232-6672

$20 OFF
PURCHASE OF $100 OR MORE

Offer Expires 4/30/19

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
PAINTING OPTIONS AVAILABLE

Find us on Facebook
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STARTS AT

EULESS
203 S Ector Drive Ste A 
Euless   76040
(817) 354-6500

PLANO
1101 Ohio Dr Ste 108 
Plano   75093
(469) 440-9988

ARLINGTON
3330 Matlock Rd Ste 110 
Arlington   76015
(817) 472-5555

FORT WORTH
906 Pennsylvania Ave 
Fort Worth   76104
(817) 769-2600

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR
ALL YOUR MEDICAL SUPPLY NEEDS!
Lift Chairs, Scooters and much, much more.

VISIT OR CALL  ANY
OF OUR 4  LOCATIONS

ANY FLOOR 
MODEL LIFT

 **exclusions apply. See store 
for details. Expires 4/18/19

ANY FLOOR 
MODEL SCOOTER

 **exclusions apply. See store 
for details. Expires 4/18/19

$300 
OFF

ROLLATOR

$200 
OFF

$7499

MORE OFTEN
Local News

Sign up to get unbiased, 

relevant and web-exclusive 

content delivered straight 

to your inbox!

SPONSORED BY LOCAL BUSINESS 

Tuesday, July 17, 2018 | communityimpact.com

YOUR LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD

WEEKLY ROUNDUP

TOP STORIES

Harris County gets $4.5 billion in federal 

funds for flood-control projects

Harris County Has Acquired about $4.5 billion in federal funds for flood 

prevention projects acress the area, bringing the county close to solving 

its numerous flooding issues, officials said Monday. U.S Rep. John Cul-

berson, R-Houston, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett and Russ Poppe, 

Harris County Flood Control District executive director, held a press 

conference Monday at the Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish ...

Read more
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prevention projects acress the area, bringing the county close to solving 
its numerous flooding issues, officials said Monday. U.S Rep. John Cul-
berson, R-Houston, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett and Russ Poppe, 
Harris County Flood Control District executive director, held a press 
conference Monday at the Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish ...

Read more
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TOP STORIES

Harris County gets $4.5 billion in federal 

funds for flood-control projects
Harris County Has Acquired about $4.5 billion in federal funds for flood 

prevention projects acress the area, bringing the county close to solving 

its numerous flooding issues, officials said Monday. U.S Rep. John Cul-

berson, R-Houston, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett and Russ Poppe, 

Harris County Flood Control District executive director, held a press 

conference Monday at the Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish ...
Read more

COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/NEWSLETTER

Ristorante Italiano
Pizza • Pasta • Steak •  Seafood • Salads • Subs • Poultry

600 N. Coit Rd. #2050
Richardson

972-699-8322
cafeamoredfw.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
CATERING AVAILABLE

WE ARE BYOB!

ORDER NOW USING

FREE
CANNOLI DESSERT

with purchase of any entree at 
regular price. Expires 4-30-19

N. COIT RD.

ARAPAHO RD.

BELT LINE RD.
N

OR
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THE MOST AWARDED MEAT MARKET
IN COLLIN COUNTY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

SPRING SPECIAL! BABY BACK RIBS $3.99/LB.
GOOD THROUGH APRIL 20, 2019. 

SAUSAGE - SMOKING WOODS

1301 W. PARKER RD., SUITE #100, 
PLANO, TX | 972-633-5593

TUESDAY - FRIDAY. 10:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M. AND 
SATURDAY. 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.

Alma D
r.

Cu
st

er
 R

d.

W. Parker 
Rd.

Just in time for 

Easter & Passover, 
we have your 

•  APPLEWOOD SMOKED 
HONEY GLAZED

•  SPIRAL CUT BERKSHIRE HAMS

•  LEG OF LAMB 

•  PRIME RIB ROASTS
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