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Low turnout typical for city, school board elections 
BY DANIEL HOUSTON

When deciding the issues that 
most aff ect Plano residents’ every-
day lives—from trash collection and 
street repair to new schools—voters 
arguably get the most bang for their 
buck in local elections.

But only a small share of Plano 
residents who are registered to vote 
will actually cast ballots in the May 
4 elections, if history is any indica-
tion. And those who do vote oft en do 
not closely resemble the general vot-
ing-age population, research shows.

Voter turnout rates for municipal 
elections in the four major North 
Texas counties typically hover in the 
single digits. In contrast, roughly 
eight times as many Dallas-Fort 
Worth area voters turned out for last 

Train could offer Planoites 
quick passage to Houston
BY GAVIN PUGH

Plano resident Greg Johnson is all too familiar with the 
trek from Dallas to Houston—making the long commute 
sometimes multiple times a month for medical treatment 
at MD Anderson Cancer Center.

Johnson has experimented with several types of trans-
portation for his commute, from fl ying, booking a bus 
and driving, he said. And as someone who has traveled 
across Europe and parts of Asia where high-speed public The proposed Texas Central project would use the Japanese 

N700-I bullet train, which can travel over 200 miles per hour.CONTINUED ON 32
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Below is the share of registered voters in Collin, 
Denton, Dallas and Tarrant counties who voted 
in recent elections.

LOW ENTHUSIASM FOR

2018201720162015201420132012

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%ELECTION 
YEAR

SHARE OF REGISTERED 
VOTERS WHO CAST BALLOTS

National/state
elections

63% 63%

36%

57%

9%

30%

17%
13%

6%

7% 6% 6%
8%

7%

City/school elections

SOURCES: COLLIN COUNTY, DENTON COUNTY, DALLAS COUNTY, TARRANT COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Party primary
elections

November 2012

November 2014

November 2018

May 2012
March 2014May 2013

March 2016

March 2018

May 2015 May 2016
May 2017

May 2018

May 2014

local elections

Presidential election

November 2016

Key:

Residents who turn out for national 
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town?  
Send it to plnnews@
communityimpact.com.

Rebecca Anderson
GENERAL MANAGER

randerson@communityimpact.com

Daniel Houston
EDITOR
dhouston@communityimpact.com

Every two years, we enjoy the tremen-
dous privilege of making our voices heard 
regarding which leaders will represent our 
community at city hall and on our school 
board. 

With that comes with the responsibil-
ity to be an informed voter. Research-
ing candidates for municipal elections 
requires doing a little more homework 
than for state and national races, which 
may explain why voter turnout in local 
elections is typically low. 

Editor Daniel Houston reports on this 
story on the front page of this edition. 
What’s important to know is that your 
vote carries more weight in a local election 
where the difference of just a few hundred 
votes often determines the winners. 

The good news is we’ve provided 
resources to help you head to the polls 
with confidence that you are choosing the 
candidates who most closely align with 
your vision for Plano’s future. In addition 
to the voter guide in this issue, we have 
posted longer candidate questionnaires 
online at communityimpact.com. 

I would like to extend my best wishes 
to each candidate who has chosen to run. 
In some of our neighboring suburbs, there 
are several uncontested local races, yet 
each seat for Plano City Council and Plano 
ISD’s board of trustees has two or more 
candidates on the ballot. This excites me 
because I think this reflects the passion 
that our residents feel for serving the place 
we call home. 

Some Plano homeowners can now build small 
residential dwellings on their lots, but it won’t be an 
option for everyone.

The city of Plano in February approved new 
regulations allowing homeowners to construct these 
“backyard cottages,” as the city calls them, on cer-
tain types of single-family lots.

If your home is located on a 6,000-square-foot lot 
or larger, and if there is room to place the accessory 
building at least 10 feet from the home’s structure, 
you may be eligible to construct one of these cot-
tages. The first floor of the cottages must take up at 
least 400 square feet of the lot, and the cottage may 
be no taller than the full-size home with which it 
shares the lot.

The city estimates that only 10 to 15 percent of 
single-family lots in Plano will be eligible for a back-
yard cottage. Houses in eastern and central parts of 
the city are more likely to be eligible due to the lot 
standards, according to a city staff report.

Homeowner association restrictions may apply.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR
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IMPACTS

restaurant will serve barbecue dishes such 
as prime ribeye steak, ribs, burgers and 
more. The restaurant’s original location 
is outside of Houston in Webster.  The 
location is part of the Pappas Restaurants 
company. www.pappasdeltablues.com 

11  The Yellow Chilli will open a new 
restaurant at The Shops at Legacy this 
summer. The Indian restaurant will offer 
menu items from master chef Sanjeev 
Kapoor and will include dishes such 
as spinach kaftas stuffed with cottage 
cheese, chicken gravy and more. The 
new restaurant will be The Yellow Chilli’s 
first Texas location. The restaurant will be 
located at 5700 Legacy Drive, Plano.  
www.theyellowchilli.com

12  Shayna’s Place expects to open at 
Legacy Hall this spring. The Rhode Is-
land-based food stall will serve sandwich-
es, soups, salads and breakfast options. 
As part of its mission, Shayna’s Place will 
hire people with special needs. Legacy 
Hall is located at 7800 Windrose Ave., 
Plano. www.shaynasplaceri.com

13  SusieCakes expects to open at Lega-
cy Hall this spring. The homestyle bakery 
will serve a variety of desserts, such as red 
velvet cake, six-layer chocolate cake and 
more. Legacy Hall is located at 7800 Win-
drose Ave., Plano. www.susiecakes.com

ANNIVERSARIES

14  Taste of the Islands is celebrating 
its 15th anniversary April 15. The Carib-
bean-inspired restaurant is located at 909 
W. Spring Creek Parkway, Ste. 300, Plano. 
Taste of the Islands serves dishes such 
as jerk chicken, curried meats and more. 
972-517-5900. www.tasteoftheislands.net

15  Little Gus Cafe celebrated its 15th an-
niversary March 2. The restaurant serves 
diner dishes including omelets, sandwich-
es, salads and Lebanese-inspired gyro 
plates. The restaurant is located at 6905 
Coit Road, Ste. 106, Plano. 972-208-0022. 
www.littleguscafeplano.com

NOW OPEN

1  Bella Italia Ristorante opened 
March 7 at 3948 Legacy Drive, Plano. 
The Italian restaurant serves dishes 
including chicken piccata, pizza, cal-
zones, lasagna and more. 469-969-0998. 
www.facebook.com/bellaitaliaplano

2  Worksuites opened a new location 
March 1 at 5700 Tennyson Parkway, Plano. 
The coworking company offers move-in-
ready private and shared office spaces, 
conference rooms, an on-site receptionist 
and more. As part of the new office space’s 
unveiling, Worksuites is offering promo-
tions for its six- and 12-month leasing 
packages. www.worksuites.com

3  LC Kitchen opened at Plano’s Legacy 
Central development in January. The food 
court offers dishes from four different 
stalls with options such as sandwiches, 
salads, burgers, tacos and Korean dishes. 
LC Kitchen is located at 6549 Declaration 
Drive, Plano. www.lckitchenplano.com

4  Haskell & Worth opened at Legacy 
Hall on Feb. 28. The food stall serves Philly 
cheesesteaks, and patrons have the op-

tion to add a variety of toppings, including 
cheeses, peppers, sauces and more. Leg-
acy Hall is located at 7800 Windrose Ave., 
Plano. www.haskellandworth.com

5  Service First Automotive opened 
a new Plano location March 8 at 4641 
Hedgcoxe Road. The automotive center 
offers services such as oil changes, align-
ments, digital inspections, state inspec-
tions and more. Service First Automotive 
also offers free Starbucks coffee and a 
children’s play area and is dog friendly. 
www.servicefirstautomotive.com

COMING SOON

6  Cava plans to open a restaurant in 
March at Plano’s Legacy West develop-
ment, 7501 Windrose Ave., Ste. D170. 
The Washington-based restaurant group 
specializes in Mediterranean cuisine from 
a customizable menu that features dishes 
such as spicy lamb meatballs and a rotat-
ing collection of soups, juices and roasted 
vegetables. www.cava.com 

7  As of this paper’s print deadline, 
Elegance Ballroom Dance Studio and 
Event Center was expected to open by the 

end of March at 8740 Ohio Drive, Ste. A, 
Plano. The studio will offer dance lessons in 
styles including ballroom, waltz, country, 
salsa and more. The event center can hold 
approximately 250 guests and is suited for 
meetings, wedding receptions, showers, 
parties and other events. 469-664-0011. 
www.eleganceballroomandeventcenter.com

8  Challenger School expects to open 
its first Dallas-area location in August at 
6700 Communications Parkway, Plano. The 
school is enrolling students for prekinder-
garten and kindergarten classes. 469-573-
0077. www.challengerschool.com

9  W.W. Fairfield’s Bar & Grill ex-
pects to open in April at 2001 W. Spring 
Creek Parkway, Plano. The restaurant 
will serve dishes such as hamburgers, 
sloppy joes, chicken sandwiches and 
more. W.W. Fairfield’s Bar & Grill also 
holds country music events and karaoke. 
The restaurant was previously located 
in Richardson before it closed in 2017. 
www.facebook.com/wwfairfields1

10  Pappas Delta Blues Smokehouse 
expects to open a new location this year 
at 3916 N. Dallas Parkway, Plano. The 

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon or relocating  COMPILED BY GAVIN PUGH  
AND DANIEL HOUSTON

News or questions about Plano? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.
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RELOCATIONS

16  The Billiard Factory relocated Feb. 
1 from Frisco to a new location at 4000 
Hedgcoxe Road, Plano. The company sells 
pool tables and accessories, dart boards, 
bars and stools, and other game room 
products. The company first opened in 
Houston in 1975 and now has locations 
throughout the country. 972-712-4232. 
www.billiardfactory.com

IN THE NEWS

17  Cognizant Technology Solutions is 
planning to station the equivalent of 500 
full-time workers at a Legacy-area Plano 
office property as part of an agreement 
with the city. Plano City Council approved 
an economic incentive agreement Feb. 
25 with the New Jersey-based company, 
offering $273,000 in grant money on the 
expectation that the company plans to add 
$2.7 million in improvements to the proper-
ty. The IT services and consulting company 
will eventually lease at least 69,000 square 
feet of space at 8383 Dominion Park-
way, Plano, according to the agreement. 
www.cognizant.com
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FEATURED IMPACT — NOW OPEN

Gyu-Kaku Japanese BBQ held a soft opening for its new Plano location Feb. 21. 
The restaurant serves authentic grilled, Japanese-style barbecue and has locations 
throughout the world. Gyu-Kaku Japanese BBQ is located at 8240 Preston Road, Ste. 
155, Plano. 469-988-5258. www.gyu-kaku.com

peakroofingconstruction.com

2019 - MEMBER

Mention this ad when 
you call 972-335-7325  
for a FREE inspection.

QUALITY 
CRAFTSMANSHIP 
GUARANTEED 

Residential & Commercial Storm Repair  |  Family Owned & Operated

GREEN
WITH ENVY

MAKE YOUR NEIGHBORS

WITH NEW ROOF AND GUTTERS  
THIS SPRING!

 
YOU MATTER TO GOD

AND YOU MATTER TO US!

HOPEFELLOWSHIP

FOR LOCATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES VISIT
HOPEFELLOWSHIP.NET
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signed doors, access gates, stair rails 
and balcony railings. Once payment is 
received, Cabrera’s projects normally take 
6 weeks to manufacture. 214-501-3252. 
www.cabrerasirondoors.com  

6  Red Mountain Weight Loss opened 
a location in early March at 5930 W. Park 
Blvd., Ste. 100, Plano. The Arizona-based 
company specializes in nonsurgical weight 
loss solutions. Red Mountain Weight Loss 
will also open locations in Frisco, McKinney 
and Southlake and expects to bring 30 
jobs in total to the area. 214-960-5245. 
www.redmountainweightloss.com 

COMING SOON

7  Acai Alchemy pushed back its pro-
jected opening date to mid-April at The 
Shops at Willow Bend, 2405 Dallas Park-
way, Ste. RS2, Plano. The restaurant spe-
cializes in healthy acai food bowls inspired 
by Hawaiian, Brazilian and Californian 
concepts as well as smoothies and teas. 
www.acai-alchemy.com

8  Divas Build Futures expects to open 
its all-girls youth center in April at 2520 K 
Ave., Ste. 280, Plano. The nonprofit helps 
women ages 10-25 with life skills, includ-
ing setting and attaining educational and 
career goals. The center will also include 

Legacy Dr. 
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IMPACTS

Health as the official pediatric orthopedic 
care provider of the Dallas Stars, accord-
ing to a company news release. 214-975-
7400. www.nhl.com/stars/starcenters

RELOCATIONS

12  Minnie’s Food Pantry plans to move 
to a 28,000-square-foot facility located 
at 651 E. 18th St., Plano. The nonprofit 
recently acquired the property and is 
working to remodel it to house its food 
distribution operation, volunteer center 
and resale store. The food pantry aims to 
provide healthy meals to families with food 
insecurity. The organization will be moving 
to the new location from 3033 W. Parker 
Road, Ste. 116, Plano. 972-596-0253. 
www.minniesfoodpantry.org 

ANNIVERSARIES

13  Crave Popcorn Co. will celebrate 
its five-year anniversary March 23. The 
popcorn company is located at 4021 
Preston Road, Ste. 619, Plano. Crave 
Popcorn Co. offers flavors ranging from 
traditional buttered popcorn to sea salt, 
chocolate and dill pickle. 972-608-9900. 
www.cravepopcornco.com

14  LongHorn Steakhouse will cele-
brate its first anniversary March 26 for 
its location at 3421 N. Central Express-
way, Plano. The restaurant boasts fresh 
steaks and interior artwork inspired by 
the American West. The restaurant also 
serves beer and liquor. 469-782-3758. 
www.longhornsteakhouse.com 

IN THE NEWS

15  The Dallas Morning News announced 
Feb. 27 it had laid off 57 employees at its 
Plano-based printing facility at 3900 W. 
Plano Parkway. The move was part of an 
effort to scale back the number of print 
customers the facility served from more 
than 30 to five, according to a news release 
by the paper’s parent company A.H. Belo 
Corp. The facility will continue to print The 

NOW OPEN

1  Red Truck Cafe opened Feb. 20 at 910 
W. Parker Road, Ste. 101, Plano. The cafe 
specializes in homestyle country cooking 
and offers dishes such as chicken fried 
steak, sandwiches and burgers. 972-881-
1348. www.facebook.com/redtruckcafe

2  Tune Up The Manly Salon held a 
grand opening for its new Plano location 
Feb. 2 at 1885 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 200, 
Plano. The salon offers haircuts, manicures 
and pedicures, beard trims and more.  
972-805-2072. www.tuneupsalon.com

3  Zen Med Spa opened March 9 at 6121 
W. Park Blvd., Ste. D207, Plano. The spa 
offers laser hair removal services as well 
as chemical peels and customized facials. 
469-580-3380. www.zenmedicalspas.com

4  Hammbone Willy’s opened Feb. 19 
at 2208 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 303, Plano. 
The restaurant serves craft burgers, 
salads and appetizers such as Lone Star 
beer-battered onion rings. The restaurant 
also serves beer and wine. 214-416-7900. 
www.hammbonewilly.com

5  Cabrera’s Iron Doors Showroom 
opened in early March at 2201 E. President 
George Bush Turnpike, Ste. 108, Plano. 
The company manufactures custom-de-

a clothing boutique. 214-223-0633. 
www.divasbuildfutures.com

9  Bar-Ranch Steak Co. expects to open 
in downtown Plano at 1016 E. 15th St. in the 
fall. The European-style steak company will 
sell dry-aged beef and will grill steaks on-
site. Bar-Ranch will also include a small deli 
and a viewable meat-aging room. 214-556-
0341. www.facebook.com/barsteaks

RENOVATIONS

10  The Sam Johnson Recreation Center 
for Adults 50+, formerly called the Plano 
Senior Recreation Center, will reopen to the 
public March 18. The refurbished facility in-
cludes a newly constructed 2,800-square-
foot cardio and weight room, additional 
classroom space, additional parking and 
more. The facility is located at 401 W. 16th 
St., Plano. 972-941-7155. www.plano.gov

NAME CHANGES

11  The Dallas Stars announced Jan. 18 
it had entered into a multiyear agreement 
giving Children’s Health naming rights to 
ice skating rinks throughout North Texas, 
including a location in Plano. The newly 
named Children’s Health StarCenter is 
located at 4020 W. Plano Parkway. The 
partnership also establishes Children’s 

 COMPILED BY GAVIN PUGH AND DANIEL HOUSTON
News or questions about Plano? Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.
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www.ctctravel.net

ALASKA
EXPLORE THE LAST FRONTIER

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL FARES:

214-206-4488

(Prem. Beverage Pkg, Free WiFi, Free 
Gratuiti es, $300 Onboard Credit)

*Select Itineraries & Dates.Limited Time Off ering
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OFF

Book an Oceanview 
or bett er and receive 

your choice of 2 perks
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FEATURED IMPACT — NOW OPEN

24 Hot Chicken & Waffle Bar opened March 7 at 1885 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 300, Pla-
no. The 24-hour restaurant serves dishes such as chicken sandwiches, tenders, waffles 
and other breakfast, lunch and dinner options. 214-914-1036. www.24hotchicken.com 

News as well as The New York Times, USA 
Today, The Wall Street Journal, Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram and Denton Record-Chron-
icle. An additional 35 unfilled positions 
were also eliminated as part of the change. 
www.ahbelo.com

CLOSINGS

16  Apple Inc. has confirmed it will close 
its Plano store at The Shops at Willow Bend, 
6121 W. Park Blvd. The technology giant 
did not disclose the date it plans to close 
the Plano store and another location at 
Stonebriar Centre in Frisco, but confirmed 
it is preparing to open a new location in 
April at Galleria Dallas. With the two clo-
sures and one opening, Apple will have five 
locations in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. The 
company employs 1,000 people in DFW, 
according to Apple. www.apple.com

“Spring Fest” When the Tulips bloom

Open Tuesday - Saturday: Lunch 11:00am - 4:00pm, 
Steinhour 4:00 - 7:00pm, Dinner 4:00 - 10:00pm
221 W Parker Rd, Ste 527 • 972-881-0705 • www.bavariangrill.com

As the meadows start to green the Bavarian mountains, people like to go 
hiking and afterwards they go to the local Gasthaus to enjoy some of these 
traditional authentic spring favorites.

Enjoy some of these traditional, authentic Spring favorites 
available now! Parker Rd. 

75

N

Authentic Bavarian food & fun!

FRÜHLINGS KARTE

Ad Changes Due: July 5, 2017 Your initial indicates approval of this ad as it appears on this page. Additional changes after the 
second proof other than through our error, may result in a design charge of $100. Frisco STYLE Magazine is not responsible for errors result-
ing from incomplete proofing by client. Because of the differences in equipment and conditions between the color proofing and pressroom 
operations, a reasonable variation in color between this color proof and the final printed ad will constitute acceptable delivery.
Approved/no changes:  ____________________  Approved/with changes:  _______________________   Date:  _______________________

     o Please send a proof with changes.

Please return this Ad Proof by deadline so that we may make your changes in preparation for the AUGUST 2017 issue.

Frisco STYLE Magazine                                            August 2017 - Arts & Culture

AD PROOF 

PLEASE R ETURN BY FAX TO 214-722-2313 or EMAIL TO ANDR EW@FRISCOSTYLE.COM

LOW
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APRIL 27

Race, brunch for a cause 
The Shops at Willow Bend will host a 
5K race followed by a brunch-themed 
festival. Mimosas and a wide selection 
of brunch options will follow the race. 
A portion of the event’s proceeds will 
benefit the nonprofit Lovepacs. $40. 
www.thebrunchfest.com

COURTESY PLANO BRUNCH FESTIVAL

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, business openings, 
meetings and more in the months of March and April.

Find more or submit Plano events at communityimpact.com/pln-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

APRIL 6

Hear thought-provoking 
discussion at TEDx Plano
The 2019 TEDx Plano event will include 
talks based on this year’s theme: pivot. 
TEDx Plano will be held at the Court-
yard Theater in downtown Plano, 1509 
H Ave. $75 (adults), $50 (students). 
www.tedxplano.org

COURTESY TEDX PLANO

MARCH 29-30

Attend the Texas Music 
Revolution & Rodeo 2019
Headliners Junior Brown, Lee Ann Wom-
ack and Robert Earl Keen will perform 
at this year’s Texas Music Revolution 
& Rodeo. The event will be held at the 
Amphitheater at Oak Point Park. $12.50-
$149. www.khyi.com

APRIL 5

Heritage museum to host 
Easter egg hunt for adults
The Heritage Farmstead Museum 
will host a 21-and-up Easter egg hunt 
at its 4-acre complex. Attendees 
will hunt for thousands of eggs con-
taining prizes. Drink coupons and 
snacks will be provided. $30-$75. 
www.heritagefarmstead.org

See a full list of events at communityimpact.com/events.

MARCH 29-30

Plano Garden Club to hold 
‘Wonders of My Garden’
The Plano Garden Club will sponsor a 
flower show at the city of Plano’s Envi-
ronmental Education Center, 4116 W. 
Plano Parkway. The flower show is called 
“The Wonders of My Garden.” Free. 
www.planogardenclub.org

COURTESY PLANO GARDEN CLUB

 COMPILED BY  GAVIN PUGHLOCAL EVENTS

A SPECIAL EVENING
with

- HOSTED BY ALLIANCE DATA -

SUNDAY, APRIL 7 
Winspear Opera House | 2403 Flora St. | Dallas

For sponsorship opportunities and tickets, visit
mypossibilities.org/aspecialevening

BENEFITING 
MY POSSIBILITIES 

LAUNCHABILITY CAREER 
SERVICES 
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RECENT UPDATES

COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTONTRANSPORTATION

NMap not to scale
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All information on this page was updated as of  
3/11/2019. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.

1  Spring Creek Parkway repairs

Crews are working on a stretch of Spring 
Creek Parkway from Blue Ridge Trail to 
Custer Road. The work is expected to affect 
westbound lanes. One lane will remain 
closed at all times in construction areas 
with an additional lane closed from 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. on weekdays and some Saturdays.

Timeline: January-April

Cost: $358,000

Funding source: city of Plano

2  Parker Road repairs

The city is expected to begin pavement 
repairs in April on Parker Road stretching 
from Spring Creek Parkway to Los Rios 
Boulevard. The project will include the 
eastbound and westbound lanes. One lane 
will remain closed at all times in construc-
tion areas with an additional lane closed 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on weekdays and some 
Saturdays.

Timeline: April-June

Cost: $300,000

Funding source: city of Plano

3  15th Street repairs

Crews are continuing to repair a section of 
15th Street stretching from Custer Road 
to Alma Drive. The project, which includes 
eastbound and westbound lanes, consists 
primarily of pavement repairs. One lane 
will remain closed at all times in construc-
tion areas with an additional lane closed 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on weekdays and some 
Saturdays.

Timeline: January-April

Cost: $300,000

Funding source: city of Plano

4  Legacy Drive repairs

Crews are repairing pavement and side-
walks along a portion of Legacy Drive from 
Alma Drive to Chase Oaks Boulevard. They 
were expected to work on the westbound 
lanes this month. The total project was 
initially expected to last about nine months 
and stretch from Custer Road to K Avenue, 
but it was delayed due to weather. One lane 
will remain closed at all times in construc-
tion areas with an additional lane closed 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on weekdays. 

Timeline: February 2018-May 2019

Cost: $2.3 million

Funding source: city of Plano

5  Plano Parkway and Preston Road 
intersection

Crews were expected to open the newly 
constructed eastbound lanes on Plano 
Parkway in March as part of the project to 
remake the intersection where the major 
thoroughfare meets Preston Road. The new 
lanes, built in the large median next to their 
westbound counterparts, are expected to 
streamline traffic, reducing the intersection 
to a single-traffic-signal setup instead of 
two. The city’s engineering department 
expects lane closures on Preston Road to 
last through April as crews continue work 
on that stretch of road. The most intensive 
work is expected to take place from 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. on weekdays. 

Timeline: December 2017-April 2019

Cost: $5 million

Funding sources: city, state and federal

5
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$5 per square discount.
Call today for your FREE no-obligation inspection!

YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD ROOFER
Serving Denton & Collin County Since 2004

TownAndCountryRoofi ngDFW.com
972-377-8188

New Homes From 
the High $300s

khov.com/dfw_commodore
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Model Phone Number:
469-737-6583

COMMODORE AT PRESTON IN PLANO

Corner of Preston Rd. & Rasor Blvd.

The builder of the homes at Commodore at Preston is K. Hovnanian DFW COMMODORE AT PRESTON, 
LLC, an affiliate and indirect subsidiary of Hovnanian Enterprises, Inc. Prices, terms, features and 
incentives are subject to change without notice. All prices are base prices, subject to change and 
subject to availability. See a Sales Consultant for full details. ©2019 K. Hovnanian Companies, LLC.
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Listen to the City’s monthly podcast at   insideplano.com

Sign up for weekly news update from the City of Plano at   plano.gov/news 

Escuche el podcast mensual de la Ciudad en    insideplano.com

Regístrese para recibir noticias semanales de la Ciudad de Plano en    plano.gov/news 

Proposition A: Street Improvements

2019 Bond Referendum

Proposition B: 
Park & Recreational Facilities

Residential Street & Alley       $11,375,000

Arterial Concrete Repair                    $7,375,000

TOTAL                                                         $18,750,000

Proposition C: 
Existing Municipal 
Facilities

Renovations

   Parkway Service Center                            $5,800,000

   Fire Station 5                                                $500,000

Roof Replacements

   Davis Library                                                $600,000

   Harrington Library                                       $600,000

   Fire Station 2                                                $250,000

Animal Shelter Parking Expansion               $275,000

TOTAL                                                            $8,025,000

Community Parks                                        $5,890,000

Neighborhood Parks                                   $3,750,000

Lighting Replacements                               $3,150,000

Restroom Renovations                               $2,350,000

Trail Replacements                                      $1,315,000

Muehlenbeck Pool Pumps                             $935,000

Aquatic Ctr Roof Replacement                     $500,000

TOTAL                                                         $17,890,000

Can I vote early?
Yes.  Early voting by personal appearance as below: 
Collin County
April 22 – 24, 2019     8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
April 25        8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
April 26 – 27            8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
April 29 – 30            7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Election Day Voting
May 4                         7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

For more information visit plano.gov/Bond-2019
or call the Budget & Research Department 
at 972.941.7194 

The Bond Referendum scheduled for Saturday, May 4, 2019 totals 
$44,665,000. The projects included in the 2019 Bond Referendum were 
selected to address identified renovation and maintenance needs for 
existing streets, parks and city facilities. After initially being identified by 
city staff, the Plano’s City Council and Planning & Zoning Commission 
reviewed and approved projects after receiving input from Plano residents 
at public meetings this past winter.  All improvements made with 2019 
bond funding will have an expected lifespan greater than 20 years. 

Proposición A: Mejoras a las calles

Referéndum de Bonos 2019

Proposición B: 
Parques e instalaciones recreativas

Calles y callejones residenciales              $11,375,000

Reparación del concreto de vías públicas   $7,375,000

TOTAL                                                          $18,750,000

Proposición C:
Instalaciones 
municipales existentes

Renovaciones

   Parkway Service Center                            $5,800,000

    Estación de bomberos 5                             $500,000

Reemplazos de Techos

   Biblioteca Davis                                           $600,000

   Biblioteca Harrington                                  $600,000

   Estación de bomberos 2                             $250,000

Ampliación del estacionamiento 
del refugio de animales                                 $275,000

TOTAL                                                            $8,025,000

Parques comunitarios                                   $5,890,000

Parques en vecindarios                                $3,750,000

Reemplazos de reflectores                           $3,150,000

Renovaciones de baños                              $2,350,000

Reemplazos de senderos                           $1,315,000

Cuarto Muehlenbeck de bomba de piscina      $935,000

Reemplazo del techo del centro acuático    $500,000

TOTAL                                                          $17,890,000

¿Puedo votar temprano?
Sí. La votación anticipada por medio de presencia física personal 
es como sigue:
Condado de Collin
Abril 22 – 24, 2019          8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Abril 25                            8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Abril 26 – 27                    8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Abril 29 – 30                    7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Votación el Día de la Elección
Mayo 4                           7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Para más información visite plano.gov/Bond-2019
o llame al Departamento de Investigación
y Presupuesto al 972.941.7194

El Referéndum de Bonos programado para el sábado 4 de Mayo 
de 2019 es de un total de $44,665,000. Los proyectos incluidos en el 
Referéndum de Bonos 2019 fueron seleccionados para abordar las 
necesidades identificadas de renovación y mantenimiento de las calles, 
parques e instalaciones de la ciudad existentes. Después de haber 
sido inicialmente identificado por el personal de la ciudad, el Consejo 
Municipal de Plano y la Comisión de Planificación y Zonificación 
revisaron y aprobaron proyectos después de recibir comentarios 
de los residentes de Plano en reuniones públicas este invierno pasado. 
Todas las mejoras realizadas con los fondos de los bonos 2019 tendrán 
una vida útil esperada de más de 20 años.
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selected to address identified renovation and maintenance needs for 
existing streets, parks and city facilities. After initially being identified by 
city staff, the Plano’s City Council and Planning & Zoning Commission 
reviewed and approved projects after receiving input from Plano residents 
at public meetings this past winter.  All improvements made with 2019 
bond funding will have an expected lifespan greater than 20 years. 
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de 2019 es de un total de $44,665,000. Los proyectos incluidos en el 
Referéndum de Bonos 2019 fueron seleccionados para abordar las 
necesidades identificadas de renovación y mantenimiento de las calles, 
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Todas las mejoras realizadas con los fondos de los bonos 2019 tendrán 
una vida útil esperada de más de 20 años.
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Owner of JC Penney headquarters building to bring plan  
for nearly 800 multifamily units to Plano City Council
BY DANIEL  HOUSTON

Plans to build nearly 800 multifam-
ily units northwest of the sprawling 
Plano office headquarters formerly 
owned by J.C. Penney Co. will land on 
the Plano City Council docket.

The Plano Planning and Zoning 
Commission on Feb. 18 approved 
Dreien Opportunity Partners’ pro-
posal to rezone the Northwest 
Plano property to make way for 795 
multifamily units. The plans were 
recommended by the Plano Planning 
Department and the commission 
despite the objections of some nearby 

property owners, including Toyota 
Motor North America and Legacy 
West developer Fehmi Karahan.

Dreien Opportunity Partners 
pursued a rezoning request last year 
before paring down the request and 
delaying it multiple times. Early ver-
sions of the plan would have called 
for as many as 3,000 residential 
units, nearly four times the amount 
outlined in the current proposal.

The apartment plans are part of a 
broader effort to redevelop the office 
campus under the name The Campus 
at Legacy West by constructing new 

retail, residential and hotel uses on 
the property’s grassy open areas.

Representatives of nearby property 
owners expressed concern over the 
plans to redevelop the property.

“I sold land to Toyota, Liberty 
Mutual, JPMorgan Chase, FedEx and 
others,” Karahan wrote in a letter to 
the city. “Those companies all chose 
to be in Legacy because they all 
knew they were going to be in a very 
well-planned corporate business park 
… and be directly across the street 
from JCPenney headquarters … not 
across the street from the ill-planned 

apartments proposed by this  
developer.”

In a statement in January, devel-
oper Sam Ware of Dreien Opportu-
nity Partners said the multifamily 
units would be needed to house the 
employees of these nearby corpora-
tions.

“We are surrounded by mid- to 
highrise [multifamily], condos, 
hotels, office,” Ware said in an email. 
“The opposition is political, not 
practical, new high-end [apartment]
product creates competition for  
existing [properties].”

The commission’s recommenda-
tion means Plano City Council could 
approve the plans by a simple  
majority vote. The council had not  
considered the plans as of this 
paper’s March 15 print deadline.

GAVIN PUGH/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The pond in front of The Campus at Legacy West offices in Plano is surrounded by green space that could be developed.DEVELOPMENT

LEGACY DR.
N

DNT
TOLL

121
TOLL

COVERAGE FOR ALL THE THINGS YOU CARE FOR

Call 469.677.1800 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Roy Stringfellow
Your Local Agent
1200 E COLLINS BLVD STE 104
RICHARDSON, TX 75081
RSTRINGFELLOW@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/rstringfellow

■ Products and services to meet all your insurance needs ■ Insurance you can tailor to meet your needs
■ Life insurance

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other a�liated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers 
New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island,  WA 98040.

COVERAGE FOR ALL THE THINGS YOU CARE FOR

Call 469.677.1800 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Roy Stringfellow
Your Local Agent
1200 E COLLINS BLVD STE 104
RICHARDSON, TX 75081
RSTRINGFELLOW@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/rstringfellow

■ Products and services to meet all your insurance needs ■ Insurance you can tailor to meet your needs
■ Life insurance

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other a�liated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers 
New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island,  WA 98040.

IS YOUR BUSINESS WELL PROTECTED?
¿Está su negocio bien protegido?

Bertin Santibanez

202 W Parker Rd, Ste F Plano, TX 75075
https://agents.farmers.com/tx/plano/bertin-santibanez

Your Local Agent

We specialize in helping you fi nd the right coverage for:
Business | Home | Auto | Life | And More!

Call (972) 905-3588 today! 
Se Habla Español! CAMP INCLUDES:

T-shirt, chess board and pieces, trophy, certificate, 
score book, group photo, snacks and drinks.

972.883.4899
UTDALLAS.EDU/CHESS

JAMES.STALLINGS@UTDALLAS.EDU

Campers learn while they PLAY. Chess develops 
reading, math, critical and analytical skills, and 
builds character and self-esteem. 
 Beginner, intermediate or advanced classes 
for ages 7 to 14.

Morning (9am–noon) or afternoon
(1–4pm) sessions are available: 
June 10–14, June 17–21, July 15–19, and 
July 22–26 and extended playing classes.

2019 SUMMER CHESS CAMP
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Texas Instruments is eyeing this property on the north side of Richardson for a $3.2 billion 
expansion project, according to documents filed with Plano ISD and the state of Texas.

Plano ISD approves application deadline 
extension for Texas Instruments’ 
potential $3.2B expansion project
BY GAVIN PUGH

Plano ISD officials have entered 
into extended negotiations with Texas 
Instruments regarding the company’s 
potential $3.2 billion expansion project 
that could fall within district bound-
aries.

PISD trustees approved an extension 
to continue negotiations regarding a 
tax agreement application with Texas 
Instruments—an agreement that could 
save the company tens of millions 
of dollars in future property taxes 
it would have normally paid to the 
district.

The PISD board of trustees March 
5 voted to extend Texas Instruments’ 
application deadline to April 15.

“As you know, we have been 
working diligently to come to terms 
on the basic framework of a mutually 
beneficial agreement that will make 
further investment in Richardson 

cost-competitive compared to TI’s other 
options,” Virginia Schaefer, Texas 
Instruments director of governmental 
relations, said in a letter to PISD Super-
intendent Sara Bonser.

The greatest share of the $3.2 billion 
in investments the company outlined 
in its application consisted of $2.7 
billion in “tangible personal property,” 
a category that includes items such 
as computers, machinery or other 
movable goods. Another $500 million 
in investment would be designated for 
new buildings or other nonremovable 
improvements to the property.

The tax agreement application, 
which trustees approved to submit to 
the state comptroller in August, would 
require the company to pay PISD prop-
erty taxes on only $100 million of prop-
erty each year for a decade starting in 
2023. During that time, the property’s 
taxable value is expected to grow from 

$329 million to $1.2 billion.
The expansion could create 600 

jobs, according to Texas Instruments’ 
original application.

The site Texas Instruments is con-
sidering is located at 300 W. Renner 
Road in Richardson, according to state 
comptroller records. Texas Instruments 
owns and operates an existing fabrica-
tion facility at that address.

Trustees voted 5-0 to approve the 
deadline extension, with trustee 
Tammy Richards abstaining.

PISD spokesperson Lesley 

Range-Stanton said the district could 
not comment on the details of the 
negotiations, as they were discussed in 
the board’s executive session.

A Texas Instruments spokesperson 
said the company has not yet deter-
mined the final site for its future manu-
facturing facility.

“We are researching multiple 
locations for our next wafer [fabrica-
tion facility], and Richardson is one 
candidate being considered for a new 
facility,” company spokesperson Nicole 
Bernard said in a statement. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 27 • 9AM-1PM
THE DISTRICT AT WILLOW BEND

FOR EVENT PARTNER INFORMATION EMAIL HELLO@SBGHOSPITALITY.COM

BEFORE BRUNCH FEST
It’s the most delicious 5k ever! Cross the finish line 
where you’ll be rewarded with a pineapple upside 
down mimosa and brunch snack! The 5k is chip 
timed and includes a sweet finishers medal and 
event t-shirt! $30

A portion of the event proceeds will benefit our partners:

The Moving Colors Band • Culinary & Mixology Classes • LOTS of Shopping
Delicious Food • Delicious Brunch Cocktails • Free to Attend! • Family Friendly!

Brunch Pass: Delicious Brunch Bites from 7 Plano Restaurants & 3 brunch drink tickets! $40

GET YOUR BRUNCH PASS & REGISTER FOR THE
RACE TO BRUNCH 5K: WWW.THEBRUNCHFEST.COM

Presented by: Thank You:

@planobrunchfesta

SATURDAY, APRIL 27 • 9AM-1PM
THE DISTRICT AT WILLOW BEND

FREE TO ATTEND! FAMILY FRIENDLY!

GET YOUR BRUNCH PASS & REGISTER FOR THE RACE 
TO BRUNCH 5K: WWW.THEBRUNCHFEST.COM

FOR EVENT PARTNER INFO. EMAIL HELLO@SBGHOSPITALITY

$40 Brunch Pass:
Delicious Brunch Bites from 7 Plano restaurants & 3 brunch drink tickets!

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 Year Structural Warranty  

Build On Your Lot Program

New homes from the $320s

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Built Around You

Celebrating Over 30 Years in Texas!

Dominion of Pleasant Valley
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CITY & COUNTY

Keurig Dr Pepper to relocate Texas headquarters 
from Plano to Frisco; construction set for August

Plano ISD to expand after-school pre-K program Collin and Denton counties contribute 2 of 11 
confirmed cases of measles in Texas this year

PLANO   Keurig Dr Pepper announced 
Feb. 21 that it will relocate its Texas 
headquarters from Plano to a new 
350,000-square-foot build-to-suit 
facility at The Star in Frisco. The new 
location will be ready in 2021 and will 
serve as one of the company’s two 
headquarters. The other location is in 
Burlington, Massachusetts.

Frisco City Council voted Feb. 19 to 
sell the 2.49-acre plot 
of land where this new 
building will be built. 
Blue Star Land will 
purchase the land for 
nearly $600,000 and 
build the corporate 
office building. Con-
struction will begin by 
August. 

The city also provided an incen-
tive grant of more than $2.5 million 
Approximately 1,100 employees work 
in the company’s current Plano office.

“We are excited to upgrade our 
Texas co-headquarters location to 
support the needs of our vibrant busi-
ness, including enhanced technology 
capabilities and space to increase col-
laboration,” Bob Gamgort, chairman 
and CEO of Keurig Dr Pepper, said in a 
news release.

“This move will drive job growth 
opportunities as well as create interest 

from other corporations 
across the nation seek-
ing to expand and relo-
cate their operations,” 
Ron Patterson, president 
of the Frisco Economic 
Development Corp., said 
in a release.

 “As more companies 
move to Frisco, our residents and 
business community will continue to 
benefit.”

Patterson told the council the esti-
mated value on the building will be 

approximately $190 million. Patterson 
said the EDC is looking at additional 
business personal property of about 
$40 million.

“Having this Fortune 500 company 
located in Frisco will continue to 
strengthen the city’s position as one 
of the top destinations in the United 
States,” Frisco Mayor Jeff Cheney said 
in the release. “With this move, Keurig 
Dr Pepper will have a direct impact 
on our city’s corporate landscape for 
many years to come.”

PLANO ISD   All Plano ISD early child-
hood schools will offer after-school 
care beginning next academic year.

Both Pearson and Isaacs early child-
hood schools will begin offering the 
program, also referred to as PASAR, 
beginning in the 2019-20 school year. 
Currently, only elementary campuses 
offering full-day prekindergarten 
classes and Beaty Early Childhood 
School provide the PASAR program.

The program lasts from the end of 
the campus’s school day to 6:30 p.m. 
Mondays through Thursdays and ends 
at 6 p.m. on Fridays.

Open pre-K registration for the 2019-
20 school year is April 4-5, according 
to a district-prepared presentation 
at the PISD board of trustees Feb. 
19 work session. The district will 
determine the sites for its future pre-K 
expansion based on the number of 
registered students.

District staff said they expect a 10-20 
percent increase in enrolled pre-K stu-
dents next year. There are 525 enrolled 
full-day pre-K students this year.

The after-school update comes as 
part of PISD’s larger effort to expand 
its pre-K program.

COLLIN COUNTY     This year, Texas has 
seen the highest number of confirmed 
measles cases since 2013.

As of March 8, the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services has 
confirmed 11 cases of measles this 
year, according to a DSHS news state-
ment. Two of these cases come from 
Denton and Collin counties, which 
each had one case.

This compares to nine confirmed 
cases in 2018 and one in 2017.

Measles, a highly contagious 

respiratory illness, is easily spread 
through coughing and sneezing.

Anyone exhibiting signs of mea-
sles should contact their health care 
provider immediately, the statement 
said. Symptoms include a red rash 
that starts as spots on the face and 
moves down the body, a fever over 
101 degrees, a cough, runny nose and 
irritated eyes.

DSHS also recommends immu-
nization to prevent the virus from 
spreading.

Keurig Dr Pepper will leave its longtime 
Plano office campus for Frisco. 

News from the city of Plano COMPILED BY EMILY DAVIS, NICOLE LUNA AND GAVIN PUGH
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CITY HIGHLIGHTS

PLANO   City Council approved Feb. 25 a 
$20,000 economic incentive deal to offset 
the cost of relocation for Maui Foods 
International. The company will lease 
33,600 square feet in Plano and retain or 
create up to 51 jobs.

PLANO ISD  Trustees appointed Tyler 
Soukup as the Plano West Senior High 
athletic director and head football coach 
at their Feb. 19 meeting.

PLANO    City Council approved Feb. 25 
an ordinance change that will allow more 
Plano single-family residential properties 
to qualify for “backyard cottages,” or 
detached housing units.  

MEETINGS

Plano City Council meets at 7 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month at 
the Plano Municipal Center.  
Plano Planning & Zoning Commission 
meets at 7 p.m. on the first and third Mondays 
of the month at the Plano Municipal Center. 

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter: 

@impactnews_pln

“THIS MOVE WILL 
DRIVE JOB GROWTH 
OPPORTUNITIES AS 
WELL AS CREATE 
INTEREST FROM OTHER 
CORPORATIONS 
ACROSS THE NATION...”

— RON PATTERSON, FRISCO EDC

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Not applicable to 
installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off-site cleaning process. Priced by square foot.As applicable, discount applies to the smallest area rug of equal or lesser size. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

1-800-STEEMER®

stanleysteemer.com

FOR A CLEANER & HEALTHIER HOME™

THERE’S SPRING CLEANING...
AND THEN

THERE’S PROFESSIONAL
SPRING CLEANING. 

CARPET, TILE & GROUT, 
HARDWOOD,

OR UPHOLSTERY

$25 
OFF
Expires: 3/31/19

Promo Code: P25FF
Expires: 3/31/19

Promo Code: AR12F

OFF-SITE AREA RUG 
CLEANING

CLEAN 1 RUG

GET A 2nd
½OFF!

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Not applicable to 
installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off-site cleaning process. Priced by square foot.As applicable, discount applies to the smallest area rug of equal or lesser size. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

1-800-STEEMER®

stanleysteemer.com

FOR A CLEANER & HEALTHIER HOME™

THERE’S SPRING CLEANING...
AND THEN

THERE’S PROFESSIONAL
SPRING CLEANING. 

CARPET, TILE & GROUT, 
HARDWOOD,

OR UPHOLSTERY

$25 
OFF
Expires: 3/31/19

Promo Code: P25FF
Expires: 3/31/19

Promo Code: AR12F

OFF-SITE AREA RUG 
CLEANING

CLEAN 1 RUG

GET A 2nd
½OFF!
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AT THE CAPITOL COMPILED BY ROSS RAMSEY/THE TEXAS TRIBUNE AND COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have partnered to share essential updates from the 86th legislative 
session. The Tribune is a nonprofit, nonpartisan news organization that informs and engages with Texans about public policy, 
politics, government and statewide issues. Learn more at www.texastribune.org/communityimpact.+

Lawmakers handle 
property tax bill 
with different 
speed—and tone

City mayors extended an olive 
branch. Witnesses spoke uninter-
rupted. A House Democrat said he 
appreciated the “frame and tone” set 
by a GOP chair.

When the Legislature’s priority 
property tax reform bill was rolled 
out by a House committee in late 
February, it was met with a tenor and 
pace that differed markedly from the 
more contentious proceedings in the 
Senate.

Absent the quick tempo and 
heated exchanges that marked the 
upper chamber’s committee hearings 
on the legislation, a panel of state 
representatives deliberated its bill for 
nearly 12 hours, taking expert and 
public comments without proposing 
amendments. The proceedings were 
the latest sign of the lower chamber’s 
approach to the priority property 
tax package—which the chair of the 
tax-writing Ways and Means Commit-
tee said they would “fully understand 
before we get into the debate and 
discussion.”

That, he said, “is how we have dis-
cussions in the Texas House.”

During the Senate committee’s 
proceedings, public testimony was 
largely limited to two minutes—a strat-
egy designed to allow everyone who 
wished to testify the opportunity to do 
so, according to the office of state Sen. 
Paul Bettencourt, R-Houston, chair of 
the Senate committee.

As the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee meeting wore on Feb. 27, some 
witnesses complained that home-
owners had not been called until well 
into the evening and that many had 
departed before their turn came.

But the thorough approach was set 
early in the day by state Rep. Dustin 
Burrows, R-Lubbock, the committee 
chair who began proceedings on the 
reform bill by saying he hoped the 
11-member panel would hear com-
ments and “talk about ideas that 
can make the bill better in either 

direction.”
The Senate tax committee passed its 

version of the property tax reform bill, 
with amendments, earlier that month. 
It had not yet been debated by the full 
upper chamber. As drafted, both ver-
sions of the legislation would require 
that cities, counties and special taxing 
districts receive voter approval before 
increasing property tax revenues 2.5 
percent more than the previous year. 
Revenue from new developments 
would not count toward the 2.5 per-
cent threshold.

Burrows seemed open to other rates 
Feb. 27, but he explained why he filed 
the bill at 2.5 percent. An election 
trigger could be tied to a price or wage 
index—or based on “simple math,” 
Burrows said.

“If property taxes continue to go 
up year after year at 8 percent, they 
will double in nine years,” he said. 
“At 4 percent, it takes now 17 years 
to double and 35 years to quadruple. 
And at 2.5 percent, it takes 28 years for 
somebody’s property taxes to double 
and 56 years for them to quadruple.”

Currently, voters can petition to have 
an election if revenue growth surpasses 
8 percent, a figure supporters of the 
legislation say was set during a period 
of high inflation in the 1980s.

The reforms are a big-ticket item 

for state leaders. Though they are 
unlikely to reduce individual tax bills 
—a concern for residents who say 
their incomes have not kept pace with 
rising property values—they could 
tamp down the rate of a jurisdiction’s 
property tax revenue growth.

The legislation also proposes a bat-
tery of modifications to how properties 
are appraised, with an aim of making 
the process more transparent and less 
subjective.

Still, as Burrows noted, the 2.5 
percent election trigger has “captured 
most of the headlines,” and several 
witnesses were asked to help identify 
a more palatable number.

“Do you think 8 percent is where it 
ought to be, or do you think it should 
be lower?” Burrows asked Amarillo 
Mayor Ginger Nelson.

“I think we’re engaging in that 
conversation with you guys,” she 
responded, listing a number of factors 
she thought should be considered.

Two dozen big-city mayors pro-
posed using a formula to tailor the 
trigger to each jurisdiction, in a letter 
to the committee chair dated Feb. 26. 
Six mayors testified on behalf of the 
group, stressing they were remarking 
“on” the bill—a neutral position—not 
against it.

“The mayors came in with solutions 

this time because they just said ‘no’ 
last time,” Bettencourt said. “That’s 
progress.”

Despite the generally placid tone, 
the hearing exposed some of the 
party-line fissures that have animated 
the property tax reform effort so far. 
Mayors were questioned by GOP 
lawmakers about why having an 
election trigger would force them to 
cut their budgets. Municipal leaders 
said population growth and unfunded 
mandates were tying their hands. And 
many homeowners, who supported 
a trigger at 2.5 percent, spoke of their 
difficulty paying rising tax bills on top 
of other expenses.

In 2017, property tax proposals left 
the House and Senate at an impasse 
during both the regular and special 
sessions. The lower chamber proposed 
that an election be triggered at 6 per-
cent revenue growth, while the upper 
chamber pushed for 4 percent.

In a move Bettencourt has jokingly 
called a “compromise,” Gov. Greg 
Abbott pitched a 2.5 percent rate in 
advance of the 2019 session. A poll 
from Quinnipiac University found 
voters largely supported the idea of 
requiring local governments to get 
voter approval before “increasing 
property taxes” more than 2.5 percent.

Members of the Texas House Committee on Ways and Means listen to testimony on House Bill 2 on Feb. 27. As drafted, the bill would 
require cities, counties and special taxing districts to receive voter approval before raising property tax revenues by 2.5 percent.
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SOURCE: COLLIN COUNTY /COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Early voting locations
Carpenter Park Recreation Center 
6701 Coit Road

Christopher A. Parr Library 
6200 Windhaven Parkway

Collin College Spring Creek Campus 
2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway

Haggard Library 
2501 Coit Road

Harrington Library 
1501 18th St.

Maribelle M. Davis Library 
7501-B Independence Parkway

Plano ISD administration center 
2700 W. 15th St.

Election day locations
Bethany Elementary School 
2418 Micarta Drive

Listed below are the voting locations that are 
within Plano city limits. For a complete list, 
visit www.collincountytx.gov/elections.

Carpenter Middle School 
3905 Rainier Drive

Christopher A. Parr Library 
6200 Windhaven Parkway

Collin College Spring Creek Campus 
2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway

Forman Elementary School 
3600 Timberline Drive

Haggard Middle School 
2832 Parkhaven Drive

Hendrick Middle School 
7400 Red River Drive

Jasper High School 
6800 Archgate Drive

Schimelpfenig Middle School 
2400 Maumelle Drive

Shepton High School 
5505 Plano Parkway

Tom Muehlenbeck Recreation Center 
5801 W. Parker Road

Williams High School 
1717 17th St.

Wilson Middle School 
1001 Custer Road

Voters who cannot obtain one of the seven acceptable forms of photo ID due to a 
reasonable impediment may present a supporting form of identification and execute a 
Reasonable Impediment Declaration.

Texas voters are required to present one of seven specific forms 
of photo identification before they may cast their ballots. Voters 
must present one of the following forms of ID to vote: 

Supporting forms of ID that can be presented for voters with a reasonable impediment are: 

• Valid voter registration certificate
• Original certified birth certificate
• Copy of or original current utility bill
• Copy of or original bank statement
• Copy of or original government check

• Copy of or original paycheck
• Copy of or original government 

document with voter’s name and an 
address (original required if it contains a 
photograph)

For additional information regarding voter ID laws, go to the Secretary of State Office’s 
website, www.votetexas.gov/register-to-vote/need-id.html.

*ISSUED BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
SOURCE: SECRETARY OF STATE OFFICE’S WEBSITE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Texas driver’s 
license*

U.S. citizenship 
certificate with photo

Texas concealed 
handgun license

U.S. passportU.S. military ID 
card with photo

DRIVER

U.S. CITIZEN

CHL

PASSPORT

U
SA

MILITARY

Voter ID 
REQUIRED

Texas Election 
Identification 

Certificate*

ELECTION

Texas personal 
ID card

PERSONAL

Polling LOCATIONS

Last day to apply for ballot by mail: April 23 
Last day of early voting: April 30
Election day: May 4

Last day to register to vote: April 4
First day of early voting: April 22

 IMPORTANT DATES

COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTON

Lake views, room to run, 
and amenities for days. 
Whatever you’re into, 
you can find it here. 
Start by asking one 
simple question.

WHAT ARE YOU 
WILD ABOUT?
Learn more at liveatwildridge.com

340-acre community

Beautiful, spacious
homes

Full-time lifestyle
director

HOMES FROM THE $300s – $700s

ASH-0211_Wildridge_Community_Impact_Print_9-1837x5-5416_v2.pdf   1   2/26/19   3:10 PM
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COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTON *Incumbent

PLACE 1 PLACE 3

VOTER GUIDE Voters will choose from among 11 candidates in the races for Plano City Council. The winner of each race will serve a four-year term.

Experience: small-
business owner, real 
estate developer

972-424-1111
www.lisle4plano.com

Top priorities: public 
safety, lowering the 
city tax rate, providing 

high-quality essential services, cutting 
nonessential spending

Experience: former 
teacher, member 
of professional and 
volunteer boards

762-675-0237
www.colleenforplano.
com

Top priorities: 
transparency, accountability, safe 
water, timely street repairs, competitive 
salaries for first responders

Experience: operations 
management for U.S. 
Army

469-407-5180
www.bradford4plano.
com

Top priorities: 
transportation 

infrastructure, mental health programs, 
developing a long-term housing 
strategy to meet future growth

Experience: attorney, 
nonprofit owner, 
community organizer

972-806-2588 
www.annforplano.com

Top priorities: traffic 
safety, supporting first 
responders, better road 

infrastructure and planning, mass-
transit connections within the city

BILL LISLE III COLLEEN AGUILAR-EPSTEIN BYRON BRADFORD ANN BACCHUS

PLACE 7PLACE 5

Experience: business 
management

214-607-7597 
www.long4plano.us

Top priorities: lower 
taxes, maintaining 
quality of life, 
addressing traffic 

issues, limiting high-density housing, 
transparency

DANIEL LONG

Experience: attorney, 
former prosecutor for 
Collin County district 
attorney’s office

469-879-2777 
www.mariatuforplano.
com

Top priorities: enhance 
public safety, protect quality of life, 
reduce traffic congestion, keep 
property taxes low

MARIA TU

Experience: incumbent 
council member, former 
business executive

214-728-2274
www.gradyforplano.
com

Top priorities: road 
infrastructure, first 

responders, transportation flow, 
redevelopment of low-performing 
properties

Experience: incumbent 
council member, former 
business executive

214-725-9026
www.ronkelley.org

Top priorities: 
public safety, road 
improvements, keeping 

taxes and debt low while not cutting city 
services, revitalizing US 75 corridor

Experience: Realtor, 
member of city 
advisory boards

214-517-7071
www.lily4plano.org

Top priorities: adopt 
the effective tax rate, 
transparency, improve 

road conditions, improve water quality, 
limit multifamily housing growth

RICK GRADY * RON KELLEY * LILY BAO

Experience: career in 
business 

214-995-6969
www.shelbyforplano.
com

Top priorities: 
transparency, limiting 
growth of multifamily 

housing, adopting the effective tax rate, 
oversight of water district

Experience:  former 
Plano deputy city 
manager, human 
resources director

469-512-7216
www.rossforplano 
citycouncil.org

Top priorities: building a 
sense of community, supporting public 
safety, efficient spending decisions 
using cost-benefit analysis

SHELBY WILLIAMS LASHON ROSS

Mathnasium of Plano
214-227-0888 • mathnasium.com/plano

7224 Independence #354, Plano, TX 75025

SAVE $199 ON YOUR FIRST MONTH
when you bring this ad! EXP: 5/31/2019

WE MAKE MATH 
MAKE SENSE.

Insurance or not.
We take cash!

Your health questions answered + advice 

$50
Time billed in 15 minute increments, additional charge for testing.

Call for an appointment with
Dr. Chen. (972) 403-3888
5904 Chapel Hill Blvd Suite 102, Plano, TX 75093 | www.philipchenmd.com

Dr. Philip K. Chen, M.D.
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COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTON AND GAVIN PUGH *Incumbent

VOTER GUIDE Voters will choose from among 10 candidates in the races for the Plano ISD board of trustees.  The winner of each race will serve a four-year term.

Experience: incumbent 
trustee, attorney, former 
teacher

214-642-4518
www.facebook.com/
david4planoisd

Top priorities: pre-K programs, 
dual-credit offerings, 
expanding International 
Baccalaureate program to 
middle school

Experience: real estate, PTA 
member

972-984-9357
www.semidaforpisd.com

Top priorities: transparency, 
accountability, third-grade 
reading goals, vocational and 
technical skills, SAT and ACT 
preparation

Experience: real estate, PTA 
executive boards

214-728-9260
www.goodwinforpisd4.com

Top priorities: closing 
opportunity and 
achievement gaps, investing 
in student programs and 
district employees, financial 
stewardship

Experience: teacher, 
consultant, tutor

469-222-6802
www.lisakolodnyforpisd.
com

Top priorities: emotional 
learning, transparency in 
standardized testing, special 
education and the arts, ACT 
and SAT preparation

Experience: real estate, 
university teaching

972-697-6894
www.heather4pisd.org

Top priorities: collaboration 
between district and 
schools, partnerships with 
high-tech companies, civics 
education, data privacy

DAVID  
STOLLE *

SEMIDA  
VOICU

KATHERINE CHAN 
GOODWIN

LISA  
KOLODNY

HEATHER  
WANG

PLACE 5 PLACE 4

Experience: incumbent 
trustee, former teacher

972-489-8672
www.jeri4planoisd.com

Top priorities: consistent 
policies regarding ranked 
and weighted GPA, teacher 
retention, professional 
environment for teachers

Experience: attorney

214-646-8447

Top priorities: new academy-
style education program for 
exceptional students, funding 
for gifted and advanced 
education programs

JERI  
CHAMBERS *

GREYSON  
M. DUNN

PLACE 6

Experience: technical 
management, adjunct 
teacher

469-609-7880
www.facebook.com/
khalidforpisd

Top priorities: transparency, 
reduce taxes, early childhood 
learning, expanded dual 
credit, certification classes 
partnering with businesses

Experience: business owner

469-487-3199
www.voterafaty.org

Top priorities: transparency, 
special education, reviewing 
nondiscrimination policy, 
pre-K expansion, assisting 
economically disadvantaged 
students

Experience: real estate

469-215-1137
www.weaver4pisd.com

Top priorities: student 
safety, crisis training and 
post-crisis reunification 
policies, social and 
emotional well-being, 
personal and fiscal 
responsibility

KHALID  
ISHAQ

DYLAN 
RAFATY

CODY  
WEAVER

PLACE 7

Implant Dentistry | Prosthodontics | Routine Dental Care | Whitening

CALL FOR A CONSULTATION! 972-618-8999

LOVE YOUR SMILE!

Dr. David Soongryong Jung DDS,MS,PhD

West Plano’s only American Board of Oral 
Implantology and Implant Dentistry Diplomate!  

7170 PRESTON RD. SUITE 100, PLANO, TX 75024 | PLANOIMPLANTCENTER@GMAIL.COM | JUNGIMPLANTPLANO.COM

One Stop Specialty & General Family Dentistry!
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Doctors on the medical staffs practice independently and are not employees or agents of Texas 
Health hospitals or Texas Health Resources. © 2019

From diagnosis to therapy and pain management to 

nutrition and rehabilitation, our integrated, multidisciplinary 

approach and individualized plans are rewriting care for 

all types of pain.

Find your path to relief today.
972-544-0798 
TexasHealthPainRelief.com

Introducing the Texas Health Pain Relief & 
Wellness Center at Texas Health Presbyterian 
Hospital Plano.

There’s a lot to gain 

without chronic pain.

972.312.8733 intake@behaviorexchange.com

behaviorexchange.com
Two Locations:

Plano | Frisco!

TM

TM

The Behavior Exchange is an 
in-network provider with most 
insurance companies.

Make friends 
with ABA Therapy 
this summer.
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Therapy at The Behavior Exchange is the perfect 
summer companion for children with autism. 

Our Social Skills Group summer camp is designed especially for school-aged children to 
learn how to interact and connect with their peers. We use fun, engaging activities based 
in ABA Therapy to teach a range of social skills, from making simple eye contact to holding 
a conversation. Once children master Social Skills, they’re able to experience a sense of 
belonging that is so important in school and in life. 

Give your child the gift of friendship.
Enroll in our Summer Camp today.

6795_CommImp_Plano APR2019.indd   1 3/11/19   11:22 AM

L U X U R Y  H O M E  C O M M U N I T I E S

Love Your 
New Home!

Allen
ANGEL FIELDWEST

VILLAGE AT TWIN CREE KS

Frisco
THE GROVE
EDGEWOOD

Lucas
BROCKDALE

Argyle
5T RANCH

OAKS OF ARGYLE
LAKES OF ARGYLE

Sunnyvale
STONEY CREEK

Haslet
NORTHGLEN

SOUTHGATEHOMES.COM
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Frisco ISD board of trustees

SOURCES: FRISCO ISD, COLLIN COLLEGE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Some residents in northwest Plano fall within Frisco ISD boundaries and can 
vote in the district’s upcoming May 4 elections. Below is a list of candidates 
running for three open places on the Frisco ISD board of trustees.

COMPILED BY NICOLE LUNA

*INCUMBENT

Place 1
Nathan Adams
Gopal Ponangi

Place 2
Natalie Hebert
Steve Noskin*

Place 3
Muniraj Janagarajan
Chad Rudy *

VOTER GUIDE Contested races are on the ballot in areas served by Frisco ISD and Collin College.

Collin College board of trustees
*INCUMBENT

Place 2
Misty Irby
Jay Saad

Place 4
Greg Gomel
Buzz Kolbe

Place 5
Raj Menon *

Place 6
Stacy Anne Arias
Tim Chappell

Early voting
April 22-24: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

April 25: 8 a.m.-7 p.m. 

April 26-27: 8 a.m.-7 p.m. 

April 29-30: 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Election Day 
May 4: 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Residents in Collin County 
cities can cast their ballot at 
any open vote center in the 
county. For convenience, listed 
below are the early voting 
and Election Day voting times 
within Plano city limits. For a 
full list of vote centers, visit 
www.collincountytx.gov/
elections.

Voting SCHEDULE

For complete election coverage, go to communityimpact.com/vote. Full election coverage will be online May 4.

In the coming weeks, candidates will 
participate in a series of forums hosted by 
local organizations. Some of the nonpartisan 
candidate forums coming up are listed below. 
This list is not comprehensive.

Forums hosted by League of Women Voters 
of Collin County
No registration required. To learn more, visit 
www.lwvcollin.org.

April 2: Plano ISD/Collin College candidates
Plano ISD administration building
2700 W. 15th St., Plano

April 13: Plano City Council candidates
Haggard Library
2501 Coit Road, Plano

Forums hosted by Plano Chamber  
of Commerce
To register, visit www.planochamber.org.

April 4: Plano ISD/Collin College candidates
Plano Chamber of Commerce building
5400 Independence Parkway, Ste. 200, Plano

April 11: Plano City Council candidates
Gleneagles Country Club
5401 W. Park Blvd., Plano

Meet the CANDIDATES

Members of the Collin College board of trustees are elected to six-year terms. 
The positions are voted on at large, which means residents of Plano can vote in 
all four races. For questionnaire responses, visit communityimpact.com.

We’re working together to deliver great curb-to-curb 
service for you in Legacy West, Far North Plano & 
North Central Plano/Chase Oaks. 

5:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m., Monday – Friday

Book your GoLink or UberPool trip in the GoPass® app!  
No smartphone? Call 214-452-1827 to request service. 

More information at 
DART.org/GoLink

New Mobility Options in Plano:

161-093-0319 Plano Mobility ads 9.18737x5.5416
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Ewing Subaru of Plano – Community Impact – Full Page LHPage – March 2019
Job Number: ESUB-39138

Agency: Banowetz + Co.  |  Contact: Lily Smith+Kirkley, 214.823.7300 ext. 108
Size: 9.1837″ W x 11.25″ H

Due: 3.7.19

EWINGSUBARU.COM  |  214.919.0240

4480 WEST PLANO PARKWAY, PLANO, TX 75093

Announcing Ewing Subaru of Plano

We are excited to welcome Subaru to the Ewing 
Automotive family of dealerships. We love the 
sense of freedom and individual style Subaru 
represents. Stop by for a visit today and discover 
what makes you smile.

EWING SUBARU. WHEN ARE YOU GETTING YOURS?

ESUB-39138 CommImpactAd_March_2019_R1.indd   1 3/5/19   4:09 PM
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Plano asks for $45M 
in bond proposals
BY DANIEL HOUSTON

Three city of Plano bond propo-
sitions on the May 4 ballot would 
provide up to $44.7 million for streets, 
parks and municipal facilities if 
voters approve them in the upcoming 
election.

The 2019 bonds are a fraction of the 
cost of the last package the city pro-
posed in 2017, which called for more 
than $224 million in funding for city 
infrastructure projects. Of the amount 
the city proposed that year, voters 
approved all but one proposition:  
$3.5 million for the preservation of 
Collinwood House.

The bonds this time would be used 
to finance repairs of major streets and 
residential roadways as well as alleys, 
parks, trails and libraries.

The May 4 bonds will be split into 
three propositions. Residents will vote 
on each of them separately.

ELECTIONS

For complete election coverage, 
go to communityimpact.com/vote.

WHERE WOULD THE MONEY GO?

$18.8 
MILLION

STREET MAINTENANCE

SOURCE: CITY OF PLANO/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

$11.4 MILLION  
Residential street 
and alley repair

$5.9 MILLION  
Community parks

$3.8 MILLION  
Neighborhood 
parks

$3.2 MILLION  
Lighting  
replacements

$2.4 MILLION  
Park restrooms

$5.8 MILLION  
Parkway operations 
and fleet service 
center revitalization

$600,000  
Davis Library roof 
replacement and 
weatherproofing

$600,000  
Harrington Library 
roof replacement

PARKS AND RECREATION MUNICIPAL FACILITIES

$17.9 
MILLION

$8 
MILLION

PROPOSITION A PROPOSITION B PROPOSITION C

$7.4 MILLION  
Arterial concrete 
repair

$1.3 MILLION  
Trail replacement

$935,000  
Tom Muehlenbeck 
Recreation Center 
pump room

$500,000  
Plano Aquatic Cen-
ter roof replacement

$500,000  
Fire Station No. 5 
building  
revitalization

$275,000  
Animal shelter park-
ing expansion

$250,000  
Fire Station No. 2 
roof replacement

MARIA
TU FOR PLANO

CITY COUNCIL
Place One

POLITICAL AD PAID FOR BY MARIA TU

MARIA’S GOAL IS TO KEEP 
PLANO AS ONE OF AMERICA’S 

BEST PLACES TO LIVE. 
  Owner & Founder of LAW 

OFFICES OF MARIA TU, with  
26 years’ legal experience.

  25 Year Plano resident & raised 
her daughter in Plano

RE-ELECT RON KELLEY 
PLANO CITY COUNCIL 

PLACE 5 
 

• Lowered City Property Tax Rate 
3 years IN A ROW 

• Fixing Roads and Aging  
Infrastructure 

• Supporting Plano Police and 
Fire/EMT 

• Protecting Parks, Rec Centers 
and Libraries 

• Revitalizing Collin Creek Mall 
and the 75 Corridor Area 

 

RE-ELECT 

K E E P  P L A N O  P R O U D  
Learn more at ronkelley.org and join the  

conversation on Facebook @ronkelleyforplano 

✓  PUBLIC SAFETY 

✓  LOWER TAXES 

✓  QUALITY OF LIFE 

✓  IMPROVE ROADS 

Pol. Ad Paid for by Ron Kelley Campaign 
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In a 2016 study by Portland State 
University, researchers found that 
municipal election turnout in 10 of 
America’s 30 largest cities was lower 
than 15 percent. More than half of vot-
ers in local elections in 50 major U.S. 
cities were age 57 or older—nearly a 
generation older than the median age 
of all eligible voters. 

The study also found that voter 
turnout tends to fl uctuate from neigh-
borhood to neighborhood, with a sig-
nifi cant number of residents living in 
what the study referred to as voting 
deserts. Turnout in these areas was 
lower than half the city average.

REASONS FOR LOW TURNOUT

There is a relatively simple way to 
improve voter participation in local 
elections: hold them at the same time 
as statewide and national races, Jill-
son said. While this approach would 
likely increase turnout, it would come 
with its own set of problems, he said.

City and school board races are 
oft en intended to be nonpartisan, Jill-
son said. But a large number of voters 
are driven by their affi  liation with a 

75

DNT
TOLL

PGBT
TOLL

Nearly one of every six registered voters in Plano participated in the last round of 
city council and school board elections in 2017. But some neighborhoods have 
higher voting rates than others. In the map below, see how many of your voting 
precinct’s registered voters actually turned out in the 2017 local elections.

MIXED RESULTS IN PLANO’S

local turnout SHARE OF REGISTERED VOTERS WHO TURNED OUT IN MAY 2017

0%-5% 6%-10% 11%-15% 16%-20% 21%-25% 26%-30%
Top 5 Plano precincts by voter turnout rate

29.6%
1,141 votes

Russell Creek Park/
surrounding 

neighborhoods

25.7%
503 votes

West Plano Estates 27.5%
330 votes

Dallas North 
Estates

Old Shepard 
Place and Estates 

of Glen Eagles

27.2%
495 votes

#3 – Precinct 75

Windhaven area

25%
1,069 votes

#5 – Precinct 116

4.6%
89 votes

3.9%
129 votes

4.3%
4 votes

14.3%
584 votes

NMap not to scale

SOURCES: 
COLLIN COUNTY, 
DENTON COUNTY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

19.6%
548 votes

In a 2016 study of 50 of the largest cities in the United 
States, researchers at Portland State University found 
turnout in local elections was low across the board. 
Here is a summary of their fi ndings:

VOTING IN AMERICA’S

largest cities
SOURCE: PORTLAND STATE 
UNIVERSITY/COMMUNITY 

IMPACT NEWSPAPER
The median-age voter in 50 of the nation’s largest 
cities was 57 years old—nearly a generation older 
than the median voting-age resident

57

Residents age 65 or older were 15 times 
more likely to vote in local elections than 
adults younger than 35.

15x

Local election turnout in 10 of America’s largest 30 
cities was lower than 15 percent of registered voters. 

15%

Turnout varied greatly from neighborhood to neighborhood, with signifi cant 
numbers of residents living in what the researchers refer to as “voting deserts.” 
In Columbia, South Carolina, for instance, 1 in 5 residents lived in an area where 
turnout rates were less than 50 percent of the city average.

50%

November’s midterm elections. 
This can have a profound impact 

on the nature of representation at the 
ground level of local government, 
Southern Methodist University polit-
ical scientist Cal Jillson said. Low 
turnout also means that an organized 
group can have a greater infl uence 
on the direction of the city even if the 
numbers are small, he said.

“That’s not bad, in the sense that 
those groups are welcome to turn out. 
They generally watch [local politics] 
more closely than the average voter,” 

D.C. is more important than what’s hap-
pening in Austin or in their backyard.”

Runoff  elections can also exagger-
ate the dynamics present in low turn-
outs, said Pat Miner, a former Plano 
City Council member and husband 
of current Council Member Angela 
Miner, who is not running for re-elec-
tion. Even those who normally vote in 
municipal elections oft en don’t show 
for the runoff , which is the fi nale of a 
closely contested race. 

Low turnout in the runoff  election 
can be a depressing reality for candi-
dates who spent a great deal of time, 
energy and oft en personal money cam-
paigning, Miner said.

“The advantage then goes to the 
candidate who can get the most people 
to turn up,” Miner said.

RISING PARTISAN INFLUENCE

Campaign strategy in local elec-
tions is also adjusting to what political 
observers and participants describe as 
a growing infl uence of partisan groups. 

“We’ve seen it actually happen in 
North Texas where a small group—
maybe 100 people with barely enough 
reach to turn out 800 or 1,000 voters—
can turn an election because histori-
cally the electorate doesn’t pay atten-
tion to local races,” Gamble said.

These groups sometimes view local 
offi  ce as a stepping stone to higher 
offi  ce, Gamble said. Serving on the city 
council or school board requires a frac-
tion of the campaigning and cost of a 
larger-scale campaign. These positions 
are also viewed as a resume booster for 
a later run for another offi  ce.

Candidates navigate this increas-
ingly partisan environment in diff er-
ent ways. Gamble, who is not work-
ing for any candidates this election 
cycle, advises her clients to stick with 
a nonpolitical message. She also tells 
them to appeal to voter demograph-
ics. Senior citizens, for example, are 
known to be active in local elections.

Other candidates, though, pursue a 
more openly partisan approach if they 
think it will help, Jillson said. 

“The voters that turn out in munic-
ipal elections oft entimes will know 
the history of the candidates, and they 
know that they came out of one party 
or the other into this nonpartisan elec-
toral arena,” Jillson said.

Local governments do have a say 
over property tax rates and other polit-
ical questions, said Miner, the former 
Plano council member. 

But to Miner, the partisan mindset 
that defi nes the statewide and national 
races is not as useful in a municipal 
setting, where offi  cials oversee services 
that aff ect residents’ daily lives. 

“People forget there’s no Republican 
or Democrat or Libertarian or what-
have-you way of taking out the trash,” 
Miner said.

16%
354 votes

18.8%
307 votes

11.7%
387 votes

7.3%
200 votes

14.1%
353 votes

11.4%
462 votes

14.6%
545 votes
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21.8%
365 votes
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PLANO PARTICIPATION

in city elections
Voter turnout for the fi ve most recent local elections in Plano is listed below. Participation 
was highest when the Plano mayor position was on the ballot in 2013 and 2017.

May 2017

May 2015

May 2013

May 2011

May 2009

Registered voters Votes counted

May 2017

May 2015

May 2013

May 2011

May 2009

158,243

148,709

145,091

143,133

142,390

15.5%
345 votes
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#1 – Precinct 34 #4 – Precinct 63

#2 – Precinct 138

COLLIN COUNTY

participation
In recent years, growth in the Collin County voter rolls has outpaced the rapid growth in 
the county population. Population grew by roughly 16 percent from 2012 to 2017. This 
increase in the number of registered voters and actual voters is visualized below.

November 2018

March 2018

November 2016

March 2016

November 2014

March 2014

November 2012

May 29, 2012

Registered voters Votes counted

midterms party primaries presidential

November 2018

March 2018

November 2016

March 2016

November 2014

March 2014

November 2012

May 29, 2012

581,684

551,004

540,084

501,224

489,032

435,397

462,102

435,397

357,034

104,465

366,483

157,075

177,821

56,043

304,421

54,915

Jillson said. “But at the end of the day, 
if the issue is, ‘Is a single-digit, mid-
teen [percentage] type of turnout a 
suffi  cient democratic foundation for 
local government,’ I think the answer 
is probably no.”

Plano fared better than some nearby 
cities with its most recent city council 
election. In 2017, a little more than 17 
percent of voters turned out to elect 
the mayor and three council mem-
bers. But that level of participation is 
not the norm. Voter turnout in three of 
the last fi ve city of Plano elections was 
between 5 percent and 6 percent.

17.2%

6%

13%

5.1%

6.4%

SOURCE: COLLIN COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: COLLIN COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

The increase in number of 
Collin County registered 
voters between 2012-2018
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major political party, he added.
“The reason that municipal elec-

tions are held off  of the major election 
cycle … is that they want voters—even 
if the number of voters are small—to 
be focused on local issues and not be 
distracted by Beto or Trump,” Jillson 
said.

Frisco political consultant Tracy 
Gamble has studied local voting pat-
terns for years. 

Those who vote in city and school 
elections tend to show up reliably 
from year to year, she said. She advises 
candidates to appeal to those reliable 
voters rather than try to get new peo-
ple to the polls.

That means Plano candidates this 
year will focus more on the roughly 
27,200 voters who cast ballots in May 
2017 over the more than 131,000 other 
registered voters who declined to 
show up, Gamble said.

“Few people get very involved in 
their local elections because they 
don’t have the bandwidth,” Gamble 
said. “They have a hard enough time 
keeping up with what’s happening in 
Congress. And they perceive—because 
that’s how we’re taught as students—
they perceive that what’s happening in 

W. PARKER RD.

P
R

ES
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N
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In a 2016 study by Portland State 
University, researchers found that 
municipal election turnout in 10 of 
America’s 30 largest cities was lower 
than 15 percent. More than half of vot-
ers in local elections in 50 major U.S. 
cities were age 57 or older—nearly a 
generation older than the median age 
of all eligible voters. 

The study also found that voter 
turnout tends to fl uctuate from neigh-
borhood to neighborhood, with a sig-
nifi cant number of residents living in 
what the study referred to as voting 
deserts. Turnout in these areas was 
lower than half the city average.

REASONS FOR LOW TURNOUT

There is a relatively simple way to 
improve voter participation in local 
elections: hold them at the same time 
as statewide and national races, Jill-
son said. While this approach would 
likely increase turnout, it would come 
with its own set of problems, he said.

City and school board races are 
oft en intended to be nonpartisan, Jill-
son said. But a large number of voters 
are driven by their affi  liation with a 
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Nearly one of every six registered voters in Plano participated in the last round of 
city council and school board elections in 2017. But some neighborhoods have 
higher voting rates than others. In the map below, see how many of your voting 
precinct’s registered voters actually turned out in the 2017 local elections.
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local turnout SHARE OF REGISTERED VOTERS WHO TURNED OUT IN MAY 2017
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In a 2016 study of 50 of the largest cities in the United 
States, researchers at Portland State University found 
turnout in local elections was low across the board. 
Here is a summary of their fi ndings:

VOTING IN AMERICA’S

largest cities
SOURCE: PORTLAND STATE 
UNIVERSITY/COMMUNITY 

IMPACT NEWSPAPER
The median-age voter in 50 of the nation’s largest 
cities was 57 years old—nearly a generation older 
than the median voting-age resident

57

Residents age 65 or older were 15 times 
more likely to vote in local elections than 
adults younger than 35.

15x

Local election turnout in 10 of America’s largest 30 
cities was lower than 15 percent of registered voters. 

15%

Turnout varied greatly from neighborhood to neighborhood, with signifi cant 
numbers of residents living in what the researchers refer to as “voting deserts.” 
In Columbia, South Carolina, for instance, 1 in 5 residents lived in an area where 
turnout rates were less than 50 percent of the city average.

50%

November’s midterm elections. 
This can have a profound impact 

on the nature of representation at the 
ground level of local government, 
Southern Methodist University polit-
ical scientist Cal Jillson said. Low 
turnout also means that an organized 
group can have a greater infl uence 
on the direction of the city even if the 
numbers are small, he said.

“That’s not bad, in the sense that 
those groups are welcome to turn out. 
They generally watch [local politics] 
more closely than the average voter,” 

D.C. is more important than what’s hap-
pening in Austin or in their backyard.”

Runoff  elections can also exagger-
ate the dynamics present in low turn-
outs, said Pat Miner, a former Plano 
City Council member and husband 
of current Council Member Angela 
Miner, who is not running for re-elec-
tion. Even those who normally vote in 
municipal elections oft en don’t show 
for the runoff , which is the fi nale of a 
closely contested race. 

Low turnout in the runoff  election 
can be a depressing reality for candi-
dates who spent a great deal of time, 
energy and oft en personal money cam-
paigning, Miner said.

“The advantage then goes to the 
candidate who can get the most people 
to turn up,” Miner said.

RISING PARTISAN INFLUENCE

Campaign strategy in local elec-
tions is also adjusting to what political 
observers and participants describe as 
a growing infl uence of partisan groups. 

“We’ve seen it actually happen in 
North Texas where a small group—
maybe 100 people with barely enough 
reach to turn out 800 or 1,000 voters—
can turn an election because histori-
cally the electorate doesn’t pay atten-
tion to local races,” Gamble said.

These groups sometimes view local 
offi  ce as a stepping stone to higher 
offi  ce, Gamble said. Serving on the city 
council or school board requires a frac-
tion of the campaigning and cost of a 
larger-scale campaign. These positions 
are also viewed as a resume booster for 
a later run for another offi  ce.

Candidates navigate this increas-
ingly partisan environment in diff er-
ent ways. Gamble, who is not work-
ing for any candidates this election 
cycle, advises her clients to stick with 
a nonpolitical message. She also tells 
them to appeal to voter demograph-
ics. Senior citizens, for example, are 
known to be active in local elections.

Other candidates, though, pursue a 
more openly partisan approach if they 
think it will help, Jillson said. 

“The voters that turn out in munic-
ipal elections oft entimes will know 
the history of the candidates, and they 
know that they came out of one party 
or the other into this nonpartisan elec-
toral arena,” Jillson said.

Local governments do have a say 
over property tax rates and other polit-
ical questions, said Miner, the former 
Plano council member. 

But to Miner, the partisan mindset 
that defi nes the statewide and national 
races is not as useful in a municipal 
setting, where offi  cials oversee services 
that aff ect residents’ daily lives. 

“People forget there’s no Republican 
or Democrat or Libertarian or what-
have-you way of taking out the trash,” 
Miner said.
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PLANO PARTICIPATION

in city elections
Voter turnout for the fi ve most recent local elections in Plano is listed below. Participation 
was highest when the Plano mayor position was on the ballot in 2013 and 2017.
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COLLIN COUNTY

participation
In recent years, growth in the Collin County voter rolls has outpaced the rapid growth in 
the county population. Population grew by roughly 16 percent from 2012 to 2017. This 
increase in the number of registered voters and actual voters is visualized below.
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Jillson said. “But at the end of the day, 
if the issue is, ‘Is a single-digit, mid-
teen [percentage] type of turnout a 
suffi  cient democratic foundation for 
local government,’ I think the answer 
is probably no.”

Plano fared better than some nearby 
cities with its most recent city council 
election. In 2017, a little more than 17 
percent of voters turned out to elect 
the mayor and three council mem-
bers. But that level of participation is 
not the norm. Voter turnout in three of 
the last fi ve city of Plano elections was 
between 5 percent and 6 percent.

17.2%

6%

13%

5.1%

6.4%

SOURCE: COLLIN COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: COLLIN COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

The increase in number of 
Collin County registered 
voters between 2012-2018
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major political party, he added.
“The reason that municipal elec-

tions are held off  of the major election 
cycle … is that they want voters—even 
if the number of voters are small—to 
be focused on local issues and not be 
distracted by Beto or Trump,” Jillson 
said.

Frisco political consultant Tracy 
Gamble has studied local voting pat-
terns for years. 

Those who vote in city and school 
elections tend to show up reliably 
from year to year, she said. She advises 
candidates to appeal to those reliable 
voters rather than try to get new peo-
ple to the polls.

That means Plano candidates this 
year will focus more on the roughly 
27,200 voters who cast ballots in May 
2017 over the more than 131,000 other 
registered voters who declined to 
show up, Gamble said.

“Few people get very involved in 
their local elections because they 
don’t have the bandwidth,” Gamble 
said. “They have a hard enough time 
keeping up with what’s happening in 
Congress. And they perceive—because 
that’s how we’re taught as students—
they perceive that what’s happening in 

W. PARKER RD.
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www.Jeri4planoISD.com

Jeri
CHAMBERS

FOR

PLANO ISD Trustee,
Place 6

Political advertisement paid for by Jeri Chambers Campaign.

• committed 
leader and 
community 
volunteer

• experienced 
teacher

• PISD parent

Elect an experienced board member committed 
to education excellence.

www.Jeri4planoISD.com
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Frisco ISD first school district in country to receive 
dyslexia therapist training center accreditation

Residents weigh in on proposed US 380 alignments 
through Collin County, proposed options down to 2

FRISCO ISD    The school district 
announced it has received accred-
itation to be a dyslexia therapist 
training center.

The accreditation comes from the 
International Multisensory Struc-
tured Language Education Council. 
FISD is the first public school district 
in the country to be accredited by the 
IMSLEC, according to a district press 
release.

“Frisco ISD is committed to sup-
porting all students in learning at 
high levels, and our dyslexia program 
is one key element of how we put that 
commitment into action,” FISD Chief 
Academic Officer Katie Kordel said in 
a press release. “The strength of our 
dyslexia program and being recog-
nized as an accredited dyslexia ther-
apist training center is a testament to 
the passion and commitment of our 
dyslexia therapists and leadership.”

FISD serves more than 1,000 
students in its dyslexia program, and 

the district pursued the accreditation 
to enable the district to train and 
certify teachers as dyslexia therapists 
in-house.

“By becoming an accredited 
training center, FISD has the unique 
opportunity to more fully support 
the community as a whole and to 
decrease the shortage of dyslexia 
therapists needed to meet all of the 
needs of students in our area,” FISD 
Dyslexia Coordinator Cherie Howell 
said in the release. “The district is 
thrilled to provide teachers thera-
py-level training.”

The closest center is at the Scottish 
Rite Hospital Dyslexia Educator Cen-
ter in downtown Dallas. If the district 
wanted dyslexia-certified teachers 
prior to this, it had to send teachers 
to the two-year training program in 
Dallas, Howell said in a previous 
Community Impact Newspaper story.

FULL STORY BY NICOLE LUNA

COLLIN COUNTY    More than a dozen 
residents spoke during a public hear-
ing March 11 on the two remaining 
alignment options for US 380, which 
is on track for improvements to han-
dle the growth in Collin County.

The Texas Department of Transpor-
tation expects to choose a recom-
mended route by late spring or early 
summer 2019, according to a presen-
tation at the Collin County Commis-
sioners Court meeting.

Commissioner Duncan Webb 
said he does not care which route is 
picked as long as one of them is built.

“Before you see even one piece of 
concrete you can drive on, it may be 
10 years from now, and to actually 
see the entire corridor done it might 
be 20 [years],” Webb said. “… This is 
a decision that really impacts future 
generations of people who will live 
and work here. This county has to 
have a freeway system.”

TxDOT is conducting a feasibility 

study to determine the final recom-
mended alignment, according to 
TxDOT representative Lacey Rogers.

These proposed alignments are 
meant to support east-west travel in 
Collin County between the Denton 
and Hunt county lines.

TxDOT proposed five alignment 
options last April. The number of 
proposed alignments has since been 
narrowed to two.

One route being called the green 
line runs along US 380’s current 
alignment. The other, the red line, 
loops around the southern end 
of Farmersville, the northern end 
of Princeton, south of New Hope, 
through the north end of McKinney 
and realigns with the current US 380 
roadway. This realignment would be 
either between Lake Forest Drive and 
Custer Road in McKinney or west of 
Custer in Prosper. 
 
FULL STORY BY EMILY DAVIS

EDUCATION TRANSPORTATION

REGIONAL
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RICHARDSON    The North Texas city’s 
former mayor, Laura Jordan, known as 
Laura Maczka while in office, and her 
husband, Palisades developer Mark 
Jordan, face up to 20 years in prison 
and $250,000 in fines after a jury 
found them guilty March 7 of federal 
conspiracy charges.

The verdicts came after a more than 
three-week criminal trial in a U.S. 
district court in Sherman.

“This kind of corrupt relationship 
undermines the public’s confidence in 
government,” Joseph D. Brown, East-
ern District of Texas U.S. attorney, said 
in a statement. “This was more than 
an ethical violation. This was abso-
lutely criminal. We need juries that 
recognize public corruption for what 
it is and support prosecutions that 
attempt to hold accountable those that 
cheat. This jury certainly did that.”

Jurors deliberated over two days 
before reaching a decision on whether 
the former mayor was bribed by Mark 

Jordan into voting to approve Pali-
sades back in 2013 and 2014.

Both Jordans were found guilty on 
four counts, including honest services 
wire fraud, conspiracy to commit 
honest services wire fraud, bribery 
concerning a program receiving fed-
eral funds and conspiracy to commit 
bribery concerning a program receiv-
ing federal funds. Laura Jordan was 
also indicted on an additional count 
of honest services wire fraud but was 
acquitted of that charge.

A presentencing investigation by 
U.S. Probation and Pretrial Services 
must be completed prior to sentenc-
ing, according to the prosecution. 
Both sides will have a chance to 
submit objections to the findings of 
that investigation before a sentencing 
date is set, which could take several 
months, a spokesperson for the prose-
cution said.

The story behind the Jordans’ 
conviction has its roots in Richardson, 

where five years ago a slew of con-
troversial zoning changes led to the 
approval of the Palisades develop-
ment, a 79-acre property located on 
the west side of US 75 at Palisades 
Boulevard.

Mark Jordan’s company, JP-KBS 
Richardson Holdings Inc., pur-
chased the land in 2011 with plans 
for a mixed-use development that 
would include single-family homes, 
apartments, shopping, restaurants, 
additional office space and a hotel. At 
the time, the property was one of two 
undeveloped swaths of land on US 75.

The sticking point for residents in 
the nearby Canyon Creek and Prai-
rie Creek neighborhoods was the 

apartments, which some worried 
would lead to an increase in traffic 
and crime and an overcrowding of 
nearby schools.

But the main concern repeated over 
the course of several public meetings 
was that the apartments would be 
built, but the promised retail would 
never arrive. Today, several apartment 
buildings comprising just under 600 
units and a subdivision of single-fam-
ily homes have been built, but the 
promise of a multimillion-dollar des-
tination development—complete with 
shopping, restaurants and a hotel—
has yet to be delivered.  
 
FULL STORY BY OLIVIA LUECKEMEYER

Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at communityimpact.com

Former Richardson mayor, Palisades developer each 
found guilty of federal conspiracy, bribery charges 

DEVELOPMENT

The Palisades development in Richardson includes apartments and single-family homes.
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for Collin College Trustee

Committed to academic excellence, affordable 
education, workforce and career education,  

and a low tax rate.

Political Ad paid for by  
Elect Tim Chappell campaign

His experience includes:

• Physician with over 30  
   years’ experience
• Medical Director of Collin 
   College Respiratory Care  
   Program for 28 years
• Proven leadership at local,  
   county and state levels

469-422-7256 (cell)
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CHAPPELL
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ElectTimChappell.com 
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Reduced city 
property tax rate 
three consecutive 
years

Strengthened Police, 
Fire-EMT and 911 
services

Supported maximum 
homestead and over 
65 exemptions

Improved libraries, 
parks, recreation 
centers and other city 
amenities

CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 3For

EXPERIENCE:
•Decorated U.S. military veteran

•Civic leader  •Community and veteran volunteer
•City’s regional and national delegate

•15 years in city governance  •Senior corporate executive

RICK 
GRADY

GradyForPlanowww.gradyforplano.com
Pol. Ad paid for by Rick Grady Campaign
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Call today to get your free day pass!

CITYCENTRAL.COM

6010 W. Spring Creek Pkwy
972-737-8120 | Plano@CityCentral.com

17250 Dallas Pkwy
469-513-8489 | Plano@CityCentral.com
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I   n a time where more martial arts 
schools are offering a blend of 

different approaches, Lee McCurrach 
has held firm to one tradition.

The owner and chief instructor of 
the Texas Association of Shotokan 
Karate believes there are unique 
benefits to learning traditional 
karate that go beyond self-defense. 
The practice teaches discipline and 
discourages aggression, he said, and 
leaves a lasting imprint on those who 
practice it.

“The hard work and dedication 
that you put into karate needs to be 
put into everything you do in life,” 
McCurrach said.

McCurrach started the Plano-based 
karate school five years ago. Rather 
than using the language of customer 
and vendor, he calls the collection of 
students and instructors an “asso-
ciation” of karate learners that he 
numbers at more than 120.

The students range in age from 4 
years old to 65, McCurrach said.

About 20 of the students partic-
ipate in competitions, McCurrach 
said, but most of them are simply 
there for normal instruction.

“For us it’s not just about compe-
tition,” McCurrach said. “Don’t get 
me wrong—we do compete. We’re 
pretty successful at what we do. But 

our main art is karate. We’re here to 
teach.”

McCurrach, a native of England 
raised 50 miles northwest of London, 
first visited Plano while serving in the 
British Army, he said. His family had 
moved to the U.S. and sometime after 
his first visit, he said he decided to 
move to the country in 2006.

Much of what McCurrach teaches 
today he learned by studying with 
Japanese karate master Shiro Asano, 
he said.

“I try to teach how I was taught, 
and what I was taught,” McCurrach 
said. “Karate isn’t just about punch-
ing and kicking and self-defense.”

BY DANIEL HOUSTON

Texas Association of Shotokan Karate
After three decades of learning, instructor holds close to tradition

Texas Association of Shotokan Karate

909 W. Spring Creek Parkway, Ste. 350

469-222-3754

www.planokarateschool.com 

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 4 p.m.-9 p.m.; Sat. 
9 a.m.-2 p.m.; closed Sun.
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From left: Lee McCurrach and Maxine 
Lisot are two of the main instructors at 
the Plano-based karate school.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Students practice in March at the Texas Association of Shotokan Karate. The Plano karate studio has roughly 120 students.

“THE HARD WORK AND DEDICATION THAT 
YOU PUT INTO KARATE NEEDS TO BE PUT 
INTO EVERYTHING YOU DO IN LIFE.”

— LEE MCCURRACH, OWNER AND CHIEF INSTRUCTORWhat is Shotokan karate?

Shotokan is a form of karate 
characterized by linear techniques 
and deep, strong stances. It played a 
key role in the martial art’s growth in 
global popularity. 

Brief history of Shotokan karate

1868   Gichin Funakoshi, founder of 
Shotokan karate, is born.

1921   Funakoshi introduces karate 
to Tokyo.

1936   Funakoshi opens his own 
training hall in Tokyo and names it 
Shotokan.

1945   First Shotokan dojo opens in 
the United States.

SOURCES: KARATE INTERNATIONAL/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Plano
(at the southwest corner of Preston & Spring Creek, 

between Ziziki’s & Paper Aff air)
5809 Preston Road

Plano, TX 75093
Call: (972) 797-9663

Plano@Stretchzone.com

Dallas
8307 Preston Road

Dallas, TX 75225
Call: (214) 396-3989

PrestonCenter@Stretchzone.com

Practitioner-assisted stretching to do life better.  
Move the way you want.  You deserve it.

Stretch Into Spring
Call Today! 469-214-4200

Se Habla Espanol
Local. 

Experienced. 
Independent. 

Your Neighbor. 

Our local offi ce is your local offi ce!
2951 W. 15th Street Plano, TX 75075www.sgt55.com

On home and auto insurance

UP
TO $500SAVE
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• More than 120 Local, Regional & National Artists • 
• Kids Creation Station • Art Demonstrations • 15 Texas Wineries • 

• Tasty Eats • Unique Dining & Shopping •
• Unique By Nature Juried Art Show • Free Parking & Admission •

APRIL 12-14 
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN McKINNEY
FRIDAY • 5-10PM  |  SATURDAY • 11AM-10PM | SUNDAY • NOON-5PM

A Celebration of Art & Wine

www.ArtsInBloomTX.com        #ArtsInBloomTx

& CRAFT BEER
TENT

live musical entertainment 
featuring

Gina Chavez • Memphis Soul 
Maylee Thomas Band • Northern National

FUNDED IN PART BY
CITY OF McKINNEY

COMMISSION

McKINNEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
111 N. Tennessee St. • www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.org

• MPAC presents: The Janoska Ensemble “From 
Vienna to Liverpool: A Tribute to the Beatles”
The four young classically trained musicians, Ondrej, 
František and Roman Janoska and Julius Darvas pay homage 
to The Beatles with an out-of-this-world concert.
March 30 at 8 p.m. 
$35 adult, $30 seniors 65+, $25 child/student

• Juried Art Show  April 6-27

ROY AND HELEN HALL  MEMORIAL LIBRARY
101 E. Hunt St. • www.mckinneypubliclibrary.org

• Concert in the Courtyard featuring
 Harper Grace April 20

HEARD CRAIG CENTER FOR THE ARTS
205 W. Hunt St. • www.heardcraig.org

• Art Meets Floral Tea Luncheon April 12

COLLIN COUNTY HISTORY MUSEUM 
300 E. Virginia St.
www.collincountyhistorymuseum.org

• McKinney Then and Now 

THE COVE
402 N. Tennessee St. • www.thecovemckinney.com

• Spring Into Art March 22
• An Evening with the Artists of Empty Bowls March 29  
• Nascency April 5

CHESTNUT SQUARE
315 S. Chestnut St. • www.chestnutsquare.org

• McKinney TOUR de COOP April 27  
• Farmers Market Every Saturday 

HISTORIC

GOOD TIMES
in THE downtown MCKINNEY

 cultural DISTRICT

The Historic Downtown McKinney Cultural District is home to 
McKinney’s dynamic art and entertainment scene.

You can � nd new and inspiring things to do year-round in the district
 from exciting annual events and eclectic creative community to its 

boutique shopping and rising culinary scene. 

Looking for more to see and do? Check our calendar of events.
www.McKinneyCulturalDistrict.com

(Events subject to change)
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F  or Pedro Marcial’s family, the 
opening of El Noa Noa Tex-Mex 

Restaurant came as the culmination of 
years spent saving money while 
working in the restaurant industry.

“That was their dream, actually, [in] 
the beginning,” Marcial said. “They 
worked on many different restaurants 
since we moved from Mexico. You 
know, when you come over here, 
you’re looking for a better life.”

By July 2017, Marcial’s uncle, sister 
and brother-in-law had saved up 
enough and received the necessary 
city permits to finally open El Noa 
Noa. Marcial said the concept of the 
restaurant has been to provide quality 
Tex-Mex fare combined with a Lat-
in-inspired music scene.

But Marcial said he and his family 

made the conscious decision to ensure 
the atmosphere remained family 
friendly, as opposed to other local 
bars, or cantinas, as he calls them.

“That’s how we want to keep it,” 
Marcial said. “We wanted to have 
families that could come here and 
enjoy good food, good drinks and good 
music.”

On Saturdays, El Noa Noa hosts 
artists who play music such as Latin 
and tributes to Elvis songs, as well as a 
mariachi band every Friday.

“They’re called Estrellas de Dallas,” 
Marcial said. “They moved from Tyler, 
Texas, and whenever they moved, they 
came over here to ask us if we needed 
a mariachi band, and we hired them.”

The inspiration for the restaurant’s 
name goes back to one of the owner’s 

favorite candy-and-grocery shops in 
Mexico.

“We were thinking of the name, and 
my brother-in-law says, ‘Oh you know, 
when I was a kid, my neighbor had a 
candy store grocery store called Noa 
Noa,’” Marcial said. “And he’s like, ‘I 
always [thought] I’d have a restaurant 
called … that.”

Marcial recommends for customers 
who have never been to El Noa Noa to 
first try one of their signature dishes.

“We always recommend the steak 
asada, which is 8 ounces of the steak 
with one cheese and onion enchilada, 
rice and beans, avocado, and then it 
has grilled onions, grilled poblanos on 
top,” Marcial said. “The beef is really 
tender, and people really, really love 
it.”

BY GAVIN PUGH

El Noa Noa Tex-Mex Restaurant

1915 N. Central Expressway, Ste. 100

469-931-2214

www.noanoatexmex.com

El Noa Noa Tex-Mex Restaurant
Family opens restaurant after years spent saving in food industry
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DINING FEATURE

TWO DISHES TO TRY

1  Grilled skirt steak asada 
($15.95) 
This dish is grilled with onions and poblano 
peppers and served with a cheese and 
onion enchilada, rice and beans.

2  Peña platter ($15.95) 
This platter features catfish topped with 
tomatillo sauce, served with rice, a bean 
and cheese tostada and a guacamole salad.Pedro Marcial’s brother-in-law, sister and uncle opened the restaurant in July 2017. ON THE ROCKS

El Noa Noa serves a variety of spe-
cialty cocktails, including margaritas. 
Pictured above is the hibiscus flower 
margarita (left) and the Noa Noa mar-
garita (right).

Other El Noa Noa drinks:

• Sangria swirl
• Skinny margarita

• Blue lagun margarita

• Paloma

• House rocks margarita

E A S T E RAPRIL 21
C E L E B R AT E  TO G E T H E R

WORSHIP WITH US

GOOD FRIDAY • APR 19 • NOON & 7PM
FAMILY EASTER CELEBRATION • APR 20 • 10AM
EASTER SUNDAY • APR 21 • 9 & 11AM

9:00 & 11:00 AM

PRESTON MEADOW LUTHERAN CHURCH • 6801 COIT RD • PLANO, TX 75024PMLC.ORG
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CONCERNS AND QUESTIONS

Texas Central will still conduct secu-
rity screenings of passengers prior 
boarding the train, said Holly Reed, 
senior vice president for external com-
munications at Texas Central. But the 
federal security requirements for air-
ports are not the same as those for pas-
senger trains, she said.

“That’s good news for travelers, and 
that’s a diff erentiator for why people 
will ride the train,” Reed said. “Right 
now, you don’t have to go through the 
aggravating screening process that you 
go through within an airport.

“And there is security, but it is more 
passive. We have the ability to design 
the latest technology into each of the 
stations because they are being [newly] 
constructed. So we don’t have to retro-
fi t post-9/11 like many airports did.”

When it comes to ticket pricing, 
Reed said fares will be variable based 
on market conditions and are expected 
to remain competitive with airline pric-
ing.

“Fares will be variable depending 
on what is going on at the time and 
how the traveler booked,” Reed said. 
“Think about a hotel or airplane, for 
example. If you book in advance and 
you book in an off -peak time, you get 
a diff erent price than if you fl y … 7:30 
Monday morning to Houston, and you 
booked it two hours ahead of time.”

Texas Central has kept a close eye 
on its potential future riders by con-
ducting a survey of frequent travel-
ers, including those in Collin County, 
to better understand their preferred 
modes of transportation.

In its survey of potential passen-
gers, Reed said Collin County residents 
expressed interest in using the rail.

“I have lived in Collin County and 
driven in Collin County and driven to 
airports from Collin County, so I am very 
familiar with the community,” Reed 
said. “The data shows that people from 
Collin County that are going to Houston 
will choose the train as an option.”

As part of its security plan and in 
order to meet federal requirements, 
Texas Central will also be training local 
fi rst responders of the cities they are 
passing through, should emergency 
services be needed.

“We have in our plans training for 
fi rst responders, and training along 
the alignment,” Reed said. “We are 
looking for any equipment that would 
need to be elevated.”

The rail will run along a combi-
nation of ground-level and elevated 
track, and will never cross a road inter-
section at ground level, Reed said.

WHAT’S NEXT? 

As of this paper’s print deadline, 
Texas Central had estimated the 
amount of land it had acquired for the 
project to be approximately 33 percent.

Texas Central has acquired that land 
without the use of eminent domain, 
which is a legal process of requiring 
property owners to sell their land at 
a fair-market value for public projects 
such as constructing new roadways or 
oil and gas pipelines.

“Texas Central is both a railroad 
company under Chapters 81 and 112 
of the Texas Transportation Code, and 
an interurban electric railway under 
Chapter 131 of the Texas Transportation 
Code,” Texas Central said in a state-
ment. “Texas has long granted eminent 
domain authority to railroads and inter-
urban electric railways, such as Texas 
Central, as well as pipeline companies, 
electric power companies and other 
industries that provide the infrastruc-
ture necessary to serve the public effi  -
ciently and enjoy a healthy economy. 
Texas Central is building positive rela-
tionships directly with property own-
ers, and any use of its condemnation 
authority will be a last resort.”

However, a court in Leon County, 
which is northeast of College Station, 
ruled that Texas Central is neither a 
railroad company nor an interurban 
electric  —a decision Texas Central says 
it will appeal.

“We respectfully disagree with the 
judge’s decision in Leon County and 
plan to appeal,” Texas Central said in 
a statement. “We are confi dent that 
the laws of Texas irrefutably give this 

project authority to access and survey 
private land to help determine the high-
speed train’s most advantageous route 
between Houston and North Texas.”

Before Texas Central can begin 
construction, the project will have 
to undergo multiple layers of federal 
approval.

Texas Central must meet regulations 
the Federal Railroad Administration 
has craft ed specifi cally for the project, 
according to the company. 

Texas Central must also demonstrate 
that future construction and operation 
of the railway will not negatively aff ect 
surrounding neighborhoods, road-
ways or the natural environment. That 
statement is still in its draft  version, 
Reed said. 

Texas Central announced Feb. 4 it 
had named Houston-based Resource 
Environmental Solutions as its pro-
vider for ecological mitigation ser-
vices. The company will ensure the 
rail will be in compliance with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers environmen-
tal requirements, such as restoring and 
preserving the wetlands surrounding 
the areas of construction.

“These communities are getting top 
dollar for the land that Texas Central is 
buying from them, plus they are invest-
ing in their infrastructure,” Jolly said. 
“They are paying taxes on this land 
that’s going to take very little servic-
ing 99 percent of the time, and they’re 
going to be able to use that money to 
go to other stuff .” 

can literally take the red line south, 
connect at Union Station from there, 
they’re going to be able to connect to 
the high-speed station … and be on 
their way.”

Jolly said she could see the wide-
spread adoption of public transit eas-
ing some of the traveling woes of small 
businesses that rely on the use of pub-
lic roadways.

“So if I’m an air conditioning com-
pany and I try to service all of Collin 
County, how do I do that most eff ec-
tively and effi  ciently if there is conges-
tion at certain peak hours?” Jolly said.

Johnson, the Plano resident who 
travels to Houston for medical treat-
ment, says he sees the Texas Central 
project as being a potential answer to 
his monthly travel needs.

“It represents … an effi  cient alterna-
tive,” Johnson said. “My experience 
with fl ying is there is a tremendous 
amount of hassle associated with the 
... process. With parking, security, ... 
baggage and weather.”

And that project could serve as an 
avenue for small business owners in 
the area to tap into the market of one of 
the largest metros in the country, Plano 
Chamber of Commerce President and 
CEO Jamee Jolly said.

“If you’ve got a consistent mode of 
transportation available that would 
allow someone to effi  ciently have a 
second location, or have a presence 
in Houston or College Station, having 
that in place really opens up some 
opportunities,” Jolly said.

SPURRING DEVELOPMENT IN PLANO

Similar to the development that 
came to Plano’s southeast corridor 
when Dallas Area Rapid Transit’s red 
line became operational, direct access 
to the high-speed rail station from 
downtown Plano could serve as a cata-
lyst for redevelopment, Jolly said.

“You’re seeing plans being put 
together around the 12th Street sta-
tion,” Jolly said. “[If] they want to hop 
on the DART for the weekend, they 

transit is available, Johnson said he is 
all for any alternative means of travel.

Meanwhile, a private company 
behind a high-speed bullet train pro-
posal that would off er a 90-minute 
transport from Dallas to Houston 
believes it has found interest in its 
future passenger base among Collin 
County residents. 

But before Texas Central can begin 
construction, the Federal Railroad 
Administration must approve the com-
pany’s environmental impact state-
ment, and Texas Central still must 
acquire the remaining land along the 
route. Bills under consideration by 
the state Legislature could also derail 
plans for the train.

First announced in 2012, the Texas 
Central high-speed rail would travel as 
fast as 205 miles per hour. It would be 
the fi rst high-speed rail line in North 
America, according to offi  cials with 
Texas Central Partners, the private 
group behind the project.
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Acquiring

LAND
As long as they pay just compensation, 

governmental entities and some private 
companies can seize land for public proj-
ects, also referred to as eminent domain. 

Texas Central said it has yet to use eminent domain to acquire land for its rail-
way. With nearly 33 percent of the necessary land parcels under its ownership, 
Texas Central said in a statement the company prefers to negotiate land prices 

with property owners without ever having to invoke eminent domain.

SOURCE: TEXAS CENTRAL, TEXAS TRIBUNE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The Texas Central 
Railway would have 
stations in Dallas,  
Houston and in the 
Brazos Valley.

DALLAS

HOUSTON Some of those projects might include:

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

Approximately 
one hour

Varies 
depending 
on the airline

A TSA offi cer will verify the 
passenger’s identity and 
boarding pass, followed by 
a screening of passengers 
and their carry-on items.

Passengers will not have 
to remove their shoes, and 
the security protocol may 
include passive forms of 
screening, such as facial 
recognition technology.

Depending on the 
company, between 
3 hours 45 minutes 
and 6 hours 40 
minutes

Depending on the 
day of the week 
and the company, 
between three-10 
departures per day

Passengers are 
required to present 
a government-
issued photo ID 
for some busing 
companies.

27 miles to Dallas/Fort 
Worth International Airport, 
24 miles to Love Field

23 miles to Vonlane station, 
26 miles to Greyhound 
station, 24 miles to 
Megabus Dallas station

SOURCE: MEGABUS, GREYHOUND, VONLANE, TEXAS CENTRAL, KAYAK.COM, TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Public transit from Plano to

HOUSTON
When traveling from Dallas to Houston, 
commuters have two primary modes of 
public transportation: busing or air travel. 
Representatives from Texas Central believe 
they will offer a competitive alternative to 
travel when the rail is expected to become 
operational in 2025. 

Airplane

One hour 30 
minutes

Every thirty 
minutes 
during normal 
operating hours

Texas Central

27 miles to departure station*

*Six miles to DART red line station 
in Plano, which may connect to 
Texas Central departure point 

One-way cost: $110-$234

One-way cost: “Double 
digits” to over $100

One-way cost: $5-$105Bus

Security:Distance to departure 
point from Plano:

Frequency 
of trips:

Duration 
of trip:

Security:Distance to departure 
point from Plano:

Frequency 
of trips:

Duration 
of trip:

Security:Distance to departure 
point from Plano:

Frequency 
of trips:

Duration 
of trip:

BRAZOS VALLEY
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CONCERNS AND QUESTIONS

Texas Central will still conduct secu-
rity screenings of passengers prior 
boarding the train, said Holly Reed, 
senior vice president for external com-
munications at Texas Central. But the 
federal security requirements for air-
ports are not the same as those for pas-
senger trains, she said.

“That’s good news for travelers, and 
that’s a diff erentiator for why people 
will ride the train,” Reed said. “Right 
now, you don’t have to go through the 
aggravating screening process that you 
go through within an airport.

“And there is security, but it is more 
passive. We have the ability to design 
the latest technology into each of the 
stations because they are being [newly] 
constructed. So we don’t have to retro-
fi t post-9/11 like many airports did.”

When it comes to ticket pricing, 
Reed said fares will be variable based 
on market conditions and are expected 
to remain competitive with airline pric-
ing.

“Fares will be variable depending 
on what is going on at the time and 
how the traveler booked,” Reed said. 
“Think about a hotel or airplane, for 
example. If you book in advance and 
you book in an off -peak time, you get 
a diff erent price than if you fl y … 7:30 
Monday morning to Houston, and you 
booked it two hours ahead of time.”

Texas Central has kept a close eye 
on its potential future riders by con-
ducting a survey of frequent travel-
ers, including those in Collin County, 
to better understand their preferred 
modes of transportation.

In its survey of potential passen-
gers, Reed said Collin County residents 
expressed interest in using the rail.

“I have lived in Collin County and 
driven in Collin County and driven to 
airports from Collin County, so I am very 
familiar with the community,” Reed 
said. “The data shows that people from 
Collin County that are going to Houston 
will choose the train as an option.”

As part of its security plan and in 
order to meet federal requirements, 
Texas Central will also be training local 
fi rst responders of the cities they are 
passing through, should emergency 
services be needed.

“We have in our plans training for 
fi rst responders, and training along 
the alignment,” Reed said. “We are 
looking for any equipment that would 
need to be elevated.”

The rail will run along a combi-
nation of ground-level and elevated 
track, and will never cross a road inter-
section at ground level, Reed said.

WHAT’S NEXT? 

As of this paper’s print deadline, 
Texas Central had estimated the 
amount of land it had acquired for the 
project to be approximately 33 percent.

Texas Central has acquired that land 
without the use of eminent domain, 
which is a legal process of requiring 
property owners to sell their land at 
a fair-market value for public projects 
such as constructing new roadways or 
oil and gas pipelines.

“Texas Central is both a railroad 
company under Chapters 81 and 112 
of the Texas Transportation Code, and 
an interurban electric railway under 
Chapter 131 of the Texas Transportation 
Code,” Texas Central said in a state-
ment. “Texas has long granted eminent 
domain authority to railroads and inter-
urban electric railways, such as Texas 
Central, as well as pipeline companies, 
electric power companies and other 
industries that provide the infrastruc-
ture necessary to serve the public effi  -
ciently and enjoy a healthy economy. 
Texas Central is building positive rela-
tionships directly with property own-
ers, and any use of its condemnation 
authority will be a last resort.”

However, a court in Leon County, 
which is northeast of College Station, 
ruled that Texas Central is neither a 
railroad company nor an interurban 
electric  —a decision Texas Central says 
it will appeal.

“We respectfully disagree with the 
judge’s decision in Leon County and 
plan to appeal,” Texas Central said in 
a statement. “We are confi dent that 
the laws of Texas irrefutably give this 

project authority to access and survey 
private land to help determine the high-
speed train’s most advantageous route 
between Houston and North Texas.”

Before Texas Central can begin 
construction, the project will have 
to undergo multiple layers of federal 
approval.

Texas Central must meet regulations 
the Federal Railroad Administration 
has craft ed specifi cally for the project, 
according to the company. 

Texas Central must also demonstrate 
that future construction and operation 
of the railway will not negatively aff ect 
surrounding neighborhoods, road-
ways or the natural environment. That 
statement is still in its draft  version, 
Reed said. 

Texas Central announced Feb. 4 it 
had named Houston-based Resource 
Environmental Solutions as its pro-
vider for ecological mitigation ser-
vices. The company will ensure the 
rail will be in compliance with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers environmen-
tal requirements, such as restoring and 
preserving the wetlands surrounding 
the areas of construction.

“These communities are getting top 
dollar for the land that Texas Central is 
buying from them, plus they are invest-
ing in their infrastructure,” Jolly said. 
“They are paying taxes on this land 
that’s going to take very little servic-
ing 99 percent of the time, and they’re 
going to be able to use that money to 
go to other stuff .” 

can literally take the red line south, 
connect at Union Station from there, 
they’re going to be able to connect to 
the high-speed station … and be on 
their way.”

Jolly said she could see the wide-
spread adoption of public transit eas-
ing some of the traveling woes of small 
businesses that rely on the use of pub-
lic roadways.

“So if I’m an air conditioning com-
pany and I try to service all of Collin 
County, how do I do that most eff ec-
tively and effi  ciently if there is conges-
tion at certain peak hours?” Jolly said.

Johnson, the Plano resident who 
travels to Houston for medical treat-
ment, says he sees the Texas Central 
project as being a potential answer to 
his monthly travel needs.

“It represents … an effi  cient alterna-
tive,” Johnson said. “My experience 
with fl ying is there is a tremendous 
amount of hassle associated with the 
... process. With parking, security, ... 
baggage and weather.”

And that project could serve as an 
avenue for small business owners in 
the area to tap into the market of one of 
the largest metros in the country, Plano 
Chamber of Commerce President and 
CEO Jamee Jolly said.

“If you’ve got a consistent mode of 
transportation available that would 
allow someone to effi  ciently have a 
second location, or have a presence 
in Houston or College Station, having 
that in place really opens up some 
opportunities,” Jolly said.

SPURRING DEVELOPMENT IN PLANO

Similar to the development that 
came to Plano’s southeast corridor 
when Dallas Area Rapid Transit’s red 
line became operational, direct access 
to the high-speed rail station from 
downtown Plano could serve as a cata-
lyst for redevelopment, Jolly said.

“You’re seeing plans being put 
together around the 12th Street sta-
tion,” Jolly said. “[If] they want to hop 
on the DART for the weekend, they 

transit is available, Johnson said he is 
all for any alternative means of travel.

Meanwhile, a private company 
behind a high-speed bullet train pro-
posal that would off er a 90-minute 
transport from Dallas to Houston 
believes it has found interest in its 
future passenger base among Collin 
County residents. 

But before Texas Central can begin 
construction, the Federal Railroad 
Administration must approve the com-
pany’s environmental impact state-
ment, and Texas Central still must 
acquire the remaining land along the 
route. Bills under consideration by 
the state Legislature could also derail 
plans for the train.

First announced in 2012, the Texas 
Central high-speed rail would travel as 
fast as 205 miles per hour. It would be 
the fi rst high-speed rail line in North 
America, according to offi  cials with 
Texas Central Partners, the private 
group behind the project.
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Acquiring

LAND
As long as they pay just compensation, 

governmental entities and some private 
companies can seize land for public proj-
ects, also referred to as eminent domain. 

Texas Central said it has yet to use eminent domain to acquire land for its rail-
way. With nearly 33 percent of the necessary land parcels under its ownership, 
Texas Central said in a statement the company prefers to negotiate land prices 

with property owners without ever having to invoke eminent domain.
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The Texas Central 
Railway would have 
stations in Dallas,  
Houston and in the 
Brazos Valley.

DALLAS

HOUSTON Some of those projects might include:

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

Approximately 
one hour

Varies 
depending 
on the airline

A TSA offi cer will verify the 
passenger’s identity and 
boarding pass, followed by 
a screening of passengers 
and their carry-on items.

Passengers will not have 
to remove their shoes, and 
the security protocol may 
include passive forms of 
screening, such as facial 
recognition technology.

Depending on the 
company, between 
3 hours 45 minutes 
and 6 hours 40 
minutes

Depending on the 
day of the week 
and the company, 
between three-10 
departures per day

Passengers are 
required to present 
a government-
issued photo ID 
for some busing 
companies.

27 miles to Dallas/Fort 
Worth International Airport, 
24 miles to Love Field

23 miles to Vonlane station, 
26 miles to Greyhound 
station, 24 miles to 
Megabus Dallas station
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Public transit from Plano to

HOUSTON
When traveling from Dallas to Houston, 
commuters have two primary modes of 
public transportation: busing or air travel. 
Representatives from Texas Central believe 
they will offer a competitive alternative to 
travel when the rail is expected to become 
operational in 2025. 

Airplane

One hour 30 
minutes

Every thirty 
minutes 
during normal 
operating hours

Texas Central

27 miles to departure station*

*Six miles to DART red line station 
in Plano, which may connect to 
Texas Central departure point 

One-way cost: $110-$234

One-way cost: “Double 
digits” to over $100

One-way cost: $5-$105Bus

Security:Distance to departure 
point from Plano:

Frequency 
of trips:

Duration 
of trip:
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Frequency 
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Duration 
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Duration 
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BRAZOS VALLEY

For more than 25 years, Children’s Advocacy Center of Collin County  
has been the only nonprofit agency in our county offering critical  
services free of charge, to 100 percent of children victimized by 
abuse, without a waitlist. Come see how we make a difference.

Each year, 
more than  
5,000 reports 
of child abuse  
or neglect are  
made here in  
Collin County.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR OPEN HOUSE: 
Saturday, April 27th | 5:00 - 7:00 PM

2205 Los Rios Blvd., Plano, TX
www.caccollincounty.org

LEGACY DR.

OHIO DR.

PRESTON RD.

SAM RAYBURN TOLLWAY DALLLAS N. TOLLWAY

CALL US TO SCHEDULE A CONSULTATION
469-464-2017

7160 Preston Road, Suite 100, Plano, TX 75024
info@saraiyalaw.com | www.saraiyalaw.com

YOUR BRAND + OUR TRADEMARK 
EXPERTISE = SUCCESS

BUSINESS & STARTUP LAW - TRADEMARK LAW 
ESTATE PLANNING - REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

Our attorneys help obtain, 
defend, monetize, and 
preserve your trademarks so 
you can focus on running a 
thriving business.
Our attorneys are licensed in:

Colorado Illinois

Texas CaliforniaArkansas
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-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JANUARY  2018 VS.  2019

+3.3%
-1.6%

-20.4%

+5.1%

+8.7%

-5.5%

SOURCE: JONNA FERNANDEZ OF COLLIN COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS, COURTESY OF NORTH TEXAS REAL ESTATE 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

$325,000

Median 
home value

65

Average days 
on the market*

642 255

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

ON THE MARKET  (JANUARY 2019)

MARKET DATA

New  
listings

95%322

% of original 
price received

*As of  2/15/2019

REAL ESTATE

 

HOMES ON THE MARKET 
CITY COMPARISON  (JANUARY)
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380

75
Plano
2018: 540

2019: 642

Frisco
2018: 859

2019: 933

McKinney
2018: 667

2019: 790

N
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JANUARY

Collin County
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Denton County

1,367
1,490
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Plano
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COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTON
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• Wellness and Integrative Health Consults
• Holistic Weight loss Consults
• Low carb and KETO meal products

• Body composition analysis
• Intermittent fasting support
   (Dr. Jason Fung)

 MAJOR INSURANCES & 
MEDICARE COVERED

DISCOUNTED CASH PRICING 
PACKAGES AVAILABLE
FSA AND HSA ELIGIBLE

318 W FM 544, BLDG C, STE 4, MURPHY, TX 75094 | EXCELHEALTHMD.COM

Dr. Indrani 
Raman, MD
Board certified in Internal 
Medicine and in Nephrology. 
Certified obesity medicine 
specialist and fellowship 
training in Integrative medicine.

FREE
INITIAL

CONSULTATION
(30 MINS)

(972) 
752-3199

STOP YO-YO DIETING! JOIN OUR MD SUPERVISED
WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM FOR LONG TERM RESULTS.

www.heritagecreekside.com

Located on the border of Plano
& Richardson at Alma & Plano Parkway

Restaurants | Urban Apartments | Townhomes
Single-family Homes | Offi  ce

W. PLANO PKWY.

75

AL
MA

 D
R.

NFLYING FISH & RODEO GOAT!FLYING FISH & RODEO GOAT!
Come join

 3 Restaurant opportuniti es now available. Contact 214-849-9016 for a tour!



DEALS THIS MONTH

One place. One weekend.
All your projects solved. 
• Builders & Remodelers

• Kitchen & Bath Specialists

• Master Gardeners 'Ask The Expert' booth

• Beautiful Landscaping and water features

• Cabinets, Countertops & Flooring

• Storage Solutions

• Birds of Prey Shows

• Family Fun
CELEBRITY GUEST
Star of Bravo’s 
Flipping Out
Jeff Lewis

Bring your little ones to meet Curious George!

friscohomeandgardenshow.com

MAR 29-31  Ford Center At The Star

SPONSORED BY:

DINING
Coffee Del Rey ........................................... 38

Eddie’s Diner ............................................. 37

Fish N’ Tails Oyster Bar............................... 41

Fishmonger’s Seafood ............................... 37

Hirsch’s Specialty Meats ............................ 36

Ikigai Udon ................................................ 41

Lita’s La Mexican ........................................ 36

Little Gus Cafe ........................................... 39

Marinara Pizza ........................................... 37

Porto’s Peri Peri ......................................... 37

Rockfish Seafood Grill ................................ 42

Urban8 Food Court .................................... 42

Wing Daddy’s ............................................ 38

Yellow Tail .................................................. 39

Ziziki’s ....................................................... 36

ENTERTAINMENT
Whirlyball Laserworld ................................ 41

HEALTH & FITNESS
DFW Neuropathy ....................................... 43

Suzette Audia’s Hair Design Group ............ 42

RETAIL
Habitat for Humanity and ReStore ............. 38

Medical Xpress .......................................... 41

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
College Hunks Hauling Junk ...................... 38

Home & Garden Show ............................... 35

Hutch-n-Son Paint & Drywall ..................... 38
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Mexican 
Cuisine and 
Tex-Mex 
reimagined

Cuisine and 

reimagined
In
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Legacy Dr.

v e g a n  &  v e g e t a r i a n  d i s h e s  a v a i l a b l e !

reimaginedreimagined
T R A D I T I O N A L  M E X I C A N , 
T E X - M E X  &  I N D I A N - F U S I O N !

off
$5

o r d e r s  o f 
$ 3 0  o r  m o r e

Cannot be 
combined with 

other o� ers. O� er 
expires 4-30-2019.

7224 Independence 
Parkway

www.litasdallas.com

9 7 2 . 6 1 8 . 4 5 4 2

JOIN US ON THE PATIO 
FOR HAPPY HOUR!

BRUNCH ON 
SATURDAYS & 
SUNDAYS!

private event 
today!

Book your

5809 Preston Rd., Plano, TX ∙ 972.943.8090 ∙ zizikisplano.com

Catering Available
Corporate Events • Weddings • Graduations • Baby/Bridal Showers

C E L E B R A T E 
Spring

A T  Z I Z I K I ’ S !

EVERY MONDAY & TUESDAY

HALF PRICE BOTTLES OF 

Select Wine

Parties up to four people. One coupon per table. 
Alcohol, tax & gratuity not included. 

Not valid on To Go Orders or Brunch. Coupon 
cannot be used on Easter. Exp: 4-30-19.

25% OFF ALL ENTREES

THE MOST AWARDED MEAT MARKET
IN COLLIN COUNTY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

SPRING SPECIAL! BABY BACK RIBS $3.99/LB.
GOOD THROUGH APRIL 20, 2019. 

SAUSAGE - SMOKING WOODS

1301 W. PARKER RD., SUITE #100, 
PLANO, TX | 972-633-5593

TUESDAY - FRIDAY. 10:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M. AND 
SATURDAY. 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.

Alma D
r.

Cu
st

er
 R

d.

W. Parker 
Rd.

Just in time for 

Easter & Passover, 
we have your 

•  APPLEWOOD SMOKED 
HONEY GLAZED

•  SPIRAL CUT BERKSHIRE HAMS

•  LEG OF LAMB 

•  PRIME RIB ROASTS
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PIZZA • PASTA • SUB SANDWICHES
SALAD • CHICKEN WINGS & MORE...

WE DELIVER! CATERING AVAILABLE!
PLACE YOUR ORDER ONLINE:  MARINARAPIZZATX.COM

PIZZA PIZZA SUB SANDWICHESSUB SANDWICHES
CHICKEN WINGS & MORE...CHICKEN WINGS & MORE...

PIZZA PIZZA SUB SANDWICHESSUB SANDWICHES
CHICKEN WINGS & MORE...CHICKEN WINGS & MORE...

SUB SANDWICHESSUB SANDWICHES
SALADSALAD •• CHICKEN WINGS & MORE...CHICKEN WINGS & MORE...
PIZZA PIZZA  PASTA PASTA SUB SANDWICHESSUB SANDWICHESSUB SANDWICHESSUB SANDWICHESPIZZA PIZZA •• PASTA PASTA •• SUB SANDWICHESSUB SANDWICHES

ASK US ABOUT OUR BRAZILIAN PIZZA!

BUY ONE, GET ONE ENTREE

ANY 18” SPECIALTY PIZZA
*Dine-In only! Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Limited one per customer. Expires 4.30.19

*Of equal of lesser value. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Limit one per customer. Expires 4.30.19

HALF OFF $3 0FF

75

W. PARK BLVD. 972-881-8884
1915 N. CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY, STE. 500, PLANO, TX

2301 Central Expy Suite 165, Plano, TX 75075
(972) 423-3440 • portos-periperi.com

CHICKEN • WINGS • PLATTERS • BURGERS • WRAPS • SIDES
ANTIBIOTIC-FREE • VEGETARIAN-FED •HUMANELY RAISED • NEVER FROZEN!

COUPON NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 4-30-19. 
FREE ITEM WILL BE THE LOWEST PRICED OF THE 

THREE DESSERTS. EXPIRES 4-30-19.
SIGNATURE CHICKEN ONLY.

WITH THE PURCHASE OF 
TWO DESSERTS.

YOUR NEXT
PURCHASE OF
$20 OR MORE!

Grilled to 
Peri-fection!

Buy One Get One 
Half off

Free Dessert

YOUR NEXT
PURCHASE OF
$20 OR MORE!

We Offer 
LamB 

Chops!

Cele
brat

ing 
our

1st A
nniv

ersa
ry

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED BY 2ND 
GENERATION RESTAURANT OWNERS

Let our family serve yours!

Open Daily from 7am to 2:30pm

$5 off
$25 Order

RECEIVE

EXPIRES 4/30/2019

YOUR

PARKER RD.

PR
ES

TO
N 

RD
.

OH
IO

 D
R.

@eddiesdinerWWW.FACEBOOK.COM/EDDIESDINERPLANO

4709 W PARKER ROAD #425
PLANO, TX 75093  469-931-2353

Serving great food
for over 37 years!

Order Online!

2301 N. Central Expy. • Ste 195, Plano • 972-423-3699

Alm
a Dr.

W. Park Blvd.

75

Mix & Match 
All-You-Can-Eat Special, 

 JUST $15.95
-Catfish fillets

-Popcorn shrimp
-Peel & Eat Boiled Shrimp

-Fried Tillapia
Served with french fries & salad or slaw

No All-You-Can-Eat orders may be placed 30 
minutes or less prior to closing.Now Serving Creole Brunch 

Saturdays & Sundays–11-2
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Alm
a Dr.

                            W. P
ark Blvd

1915 N. Central Expy., Ste 340, Plano  |  (469) 534-5752  |  co� eedelrey.com

P L A N O ’ S  O N LY

$2.00 OFF 
1 lb bag of roasted coff ee
Cannot be combined with any other o� ers.  

Expires 4/30/19

Micro Roaster

A roastery is the place for the FRESHEST coff ee 
you can buy & a delightful experience for true 

coff ee lovers.

ROASTED COFFEE & OTHER GIFTS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD
FOR THE COFFEE LOVER IN YOUR LIFE!

With a Purpose
Delicious Co� ee

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN THE HEART OF PLANOONVENI OF PLANO

3115 W. Parker Road, Plano • 469-969-0584 • www.WingDaddysUSA.com 

Wing Daddy’s Sauce House off ers scratch-made wings, burgers, 
salads, and more--the perfect spot for your entire family.

Showing all NBA games!

Family Friendly

8 FREE Boneless wings$5 o�  Your Purchase 
of $20 or More with the purchase of a drink & a side

Excludes alcohol. Cannot be combined with any other discounts or offers. 
One per table per visit. Expires 4/30/19

Cannot be combined with any other discounts or offers. 
One per table per visit. Expires 4/30/19

E HEART

Make Dinner a 
Slam Dunk!

The World’s Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wings
 and So Much More!

Junk Removal & Donation Pick-Up
Single Items to Complete Clean Outs
Residential, Commercial & Storage Units

Above-Ground Pool, Hot Tub & Shed Demolition
Furniture, Appliances, Exercise Equipment & Electronics

We donate, recycle or repurpose
 nearly 70% of all items collected!

*May not be combined with other offers. Applies to zip codes 
75023, 75024, 75025, 75026, 75074, 75075, 75086, 75093 only!

LET US DO YOUR HEAVY LIFTING!

CALL TODAY FOR  A FREE ESTIMATE 1-800-586-5872

*$15 OFF up to 1/2 
truckload / $30 OFF more 

than 1/2 truckload. 

Mention IMPACT
and receive UP TO

$30 OFF*

NOW HIRING!
We will donate two meals for every job 
completed. Book a job - feed a child!!

Every sale benefits Habitat for Humanity of Collin County. 

WE WANT YOUR 
“STUFF”!

Renovating? Down Sizing? 
New Purchase? Moving?

Please Text or Call for Donations at 214-598-0090
FREE PICK UP - YOU CALL, WE HAUL

Appliances · Cabinets · Furniture Construction Materials · Windows & Decor · And more...

ONLINE DONATION Available Now! restorecollincounty.com

www.PlanoReStore.com

2060 W. Spring 
Creek Pkwy #402, 

Plano 75023
Tues-Sat 10am-7pmCou

ch
 Dr.

Industrial Blvd.

Eldorado Pkwy.

Harry McKillop Rd.
McD

onald St.

N

www.McKinneyReStore.com

2060 Couch Dr.
McKinney 75069

Tues-Sat 9am-6pm

Cu
st

er
 R

d.

N

W. Spring 
Creek Pkwy.

Locally owned and operated since 1985
2015 Small Business of the Year 

- Awarded by the Plano Chamber of Commerce - 

$200 
OFF 

EXTERIOR 
PAINT

Call today for a 
free estimate!

972-978-7962
Interior & Exterior Painting | From small drywall repairs, up to larger special installations!

No job too big or small



Plano edition • March 2019 39

$5 OFF 
your Order of 
$25 or more!

Valid Tues-Fri
Exp 4-30-19

Little Gus CaféLittle Gus Café
B r e a k f a s t  |  L u n c h  |  B r u n c h

Eggs Benedict

Strawberry Waffle

Jalepeño Burger

California Omelet

CELEBRATING 

15 YEARS 
SERVING
PLANO!

American & Mediterranean Classics • Open 6am-3pm Tuesday-Sunday • 6905 Coit Rd # 106 • LittleGusCafePlano.com • 972.208.0022

CO
IT RD.

LEGACY DR.

Plus other favorites!
•Tacos
•Pitas
•Gyros

•Homemade 
Soups

•Salads
Breakfast all day!

Small Batch Sushi
F R E S H  M A D E

Sushi, Sashimi, Japanese Cuisine, 
Salads & Dessert

3945 CENTRAL EXPY, PLANO, TX 75023 � 972.423.8088 
YELLOWTAILSUSHIANDGRILL.COM

Dinner buffet
VARIETY OF DELICIOUS 

BUFFET OPTIONS

Lunch Sushi Buffet
7 DAYS 
A WEEK

ususu
Sushi, Sashimi, Japanese Cuisine, 

3945 CENTRAL EXPY, PLANO, TX 75023 � 972.423.8088 
YELLOWTAILSUSHIANDGRILL.COM

Dinner buffet
VARIETY OF DELICIOUS 

BUFFET OPTIONS

shihih

3945 CENTRAL EXPY, PLANO, TX 75023 � 972.423.8088 

yellowtail sushi & grill

MONDAY - THURSDAY
DINNER BUFFET
$19.99$19.99
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SPRING CREEK PKWY.

CE
N

TR
AL

 E
XP

Y.



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com40

C A LL  TO DAY  8 66.9 8 9.6 8 0 8

INSTANT EXPOSURE

State-of-the-art targeting capabilities allow you to deliver
geographically within a radius of your business or to specific 
neighborhoods that meet your demographic profile.

T A R G E T  O N L Y  T H E 
N E I G H B O R H O O D S 
YO U  WA N T  TO  RE ACH

P O S T C A R D S  •  I N S E R T S  •  S T I C K Y  N O T E S

Designed, printed and mailed–starting at 11¢ a piece.
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Up to $150 off . Must 
present coupon to 

receive discount.

What the _____ is 
WhirlyBall?WhirlyBall?

A competi ti ve mix of lacrosse, 
basketball and bumpercars!

WhirlyBall (n) :

BIRTHDAY PARTIES | CORPORATE EVENTS | PRIVATE PARTIES | LASER TAG

Up to $150 off . Must 
present coupon to 

receive discount.

 COURT TIME

RECEIVE 

20% off 

3115 W. PARKER RD. | 972-398-7900 | WHIRLYBALLPLANO.COM

N
W. Parker Rd. In

de
pe

nd
en

ce
 P

kw
y.

STARTS AT

EULESS
203 S Ector Drive Ste A 
Euless   76040
(817) 354-6500

PLANO
1101 Ohio Dr Ste 108 
Plano   75093
(469) 440-9988

ARLINGTON
3330 Matlock Rd Ste 110 
Arlington   76015
(817) 472-5555

FORT WORTH
906 Pennsylvania Ave 
Fort Worth   76104
(817) 769-2600

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR
ALL YOUR MEDICAL SUPPLY NEEDS!
Lift Chairs, Scooters and much, much more.

VISIT OR CALL  ANY
OF OUR 4  LOCATIONS

ANY FLOOR 
MODEL LIFT

 **exclusions apply. See store 
for details. Expires 4/18/19

ANY FLOOR 
MODEL SCOOTER

 **exclusions apply. See store 
for details. Expires 4/18/19

$300 
OFF

ROLLATOR

$200 
OFF

$7499

iN PlanO!

E. 15TH ST.

75

JOIN US FOR A 
HAPPY HOUR, WATCH 
THE GAME ON OUR OF OUR 
BIG SCREEN TVS, OR RELAX WITH 
FRIENDS AT ONE OF OUR PATIO TABLES.

Free 
AppeTizeR 
oR DessErt

 WITH PURCHASE 
OF $25 OR MORE 

(Can not be combined with any other 
off er. Plano location only. Expires 4/30/19)

1320 Central Expy, Plano, TX 75074
972-422-0003 | www.fi shntails.com

Now sErviNg 
bOileD cRawfIsh. 

MarkEt PricE

HOW DO YOU LIKE YOUR UDON?

8245 Preston Rd Ste 100 | Plano, Texas 75024 | (469) 969-6072 | http://ikigaiudon.com

RASOR BLVD.

PR
ES

TO
N

 R
D

.

N

BUY ONE, GET ONE 
ENTREE HALF OFF 

Of equal or lesser value. Expires 4-30-19 

2 FREE SIDES 
WITH PURCHASE OF AN ENTREE

Expires 4-30-19
excludes pork tonkatsu

THERE ARE COUNTLESS WAYS TO 
CUSTOMIZE YOUR MEAL AT IKIGAI UDON!
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7 RESTAURANTS & 1 BAR UNDER 1 ROOF

BUY ONE, GET ONE

YOGURT & TOPPINGS
OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE. NOT VALID
WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 4-30-19

50%
OFF

WITH PURCHASE
OF ANY ENTREE
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS.

EXPIRES 4-30-19

FREE
APPETIZER

THE BC BURGER
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS.

EXPIRES 4-30-19

20%
OFF

BURGER
CRAFT

BURGER CRAFT

PEPPERONI
FLATBREAD

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS.
EXPIRES 4-30-19

20%
OFF

RUSTIC FLATBREAD

RUSTIC
FLATBREAD

STIR

URBAN8FOOD.COM • 469-301-2416
5265 TX-121, THE COLONY, TX 75056

ANY CHECK
OVER $10

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS.
EXPIRES 4-30-19

20%
OFF
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BUY ONE, 
GET ONE

OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE. NOT VALID
WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 4-30-19

FREE

SU
SH

I C
OR

NE
R

SUSHISUSHI
C O R N E R

$40SAVE

Parti al highlights $110 when 
you present this coupon. Regular 
price $150. New clients only. 
Expirati on: 4-30-19

Love

3013 W Spring Creek Pkwy, Suite. 500 A  |  Plano  75023
SuzetteAudia.com

LovLovLovLovLovLovLoveLoveLovLoveLovLoveLoveIT’S TIME TOLovLovLoveeLoveLovLoveLove
YOUR HAIR

START SPRING WITH A SPLASH 
OF HIGHLIGHTS!

price $150. New clients only. 
Expirati on: 4-30-19

Walk-ins Welcome!

HAIR DESIGN GROUP

972-208-HAIR
OR

972-489-3536

eeeeeeee
ON HIGHLIGHTS
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Frisco
Dr. Randall Hays
11700 Teel Pkwy, Suite 100 
Frisco, TX 75034 • (972) 931-3131

Keller/Fort Worth
Dr. Ali Alavi and Jennifer McIntosh C-NP
9525 North Beach St, Suite 421
Fort Worth, TX 76244 • (817) 924-1000

Arlington
Dr. LaTosha Flowers
919 West Randol Mill Rd.
Arlington, TX 76012 • (682) 323-5904

Denton
Dr. Tami Roberts
2435 W Oak St. Ste 101
Denton, TX 76201 • (940) 320-0022 

www.dfwneuropathy.com

Paving the way to enhancing the science of 
non-surgical and holistic pain medicine.

Finally a proven
treatment for
Neuropathy!

Begin your
journey toward 
a pain-free
life today!

• Numbness / Burning pain
• Leg cramping
• Sharp, electrical-like pain
• Pain when you walk
• Diffi  culty sleeping due to leg 

and foot discomfort
• Prickling or tingling feeling in 

the hands or feet

Do you suff er from:

STOP SUFFERING AND GET THE 
RELIEF YOU NEED!

FDA AND MEDICARE CLEARED

PAID FOR BY MEDICARE & MAJOR MEDICAL INSURANCE

BACKED UP BY RESEARCH & CLINICAL OUTCOMES

NO PILLS • NO PAIN • NO SURGERY
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