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Changing Texas' property tax system is one of the
Legislature’s primary objectives in the 86th legislative
session. While reforming this system, legislators also plan
to address the state’s home appraisal process and funding
for public education.

Legislative

PROPERTY TAX REFORM

Sen. Paul Bettencourt, R-Houston, authored
Senate Bill 2, which proposes lowering the
amount entities can raise their property tax
revenue annually from 8to 2.5 percent.

APPRAISAL CHANGES
Sen. Brandon Creighton, R-Conroe, authored
Senate Bill 657, which proposes lowering
the appraisal value cap of a home from 10
percent to 3 or 5 percent annually.

FIXING SCHOOL FINANCE
Prior to the session, the Texas Commission on
Public School Finance identified changes to
the state’s school finance system, including
increasing the state’s share of school funding.

IMPACTS
Now Open, Coming Soon & more

P’le‘}ious ’lefoflm Property tax reform was also a priority in the state’s previous 85th
legislative session, but all bills addressing the issue failed.
ATTEMPTS

Jan. 10,2017
85th legislative session begins.

Aug. 15,2017
Special session ends
with neither SB 1 nor
HB 4 passing.

July 18,2017
Special session begins; Senate Bill 1 is
filed, proposing a 4 percent rollback rate.
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- Nov. 29,2016
Senate Bill 2 is filed, proposing
arollback rate of 5 percent.

- H ’
May 29, 2017
Legislative session ends with the TO-DO LIST
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Legislature eyes property tax, home appraisal reform
Humble, Harris County push back on bills filed capping the amount entities can raise revenue

BY ZACEZZONE

Two years after the Texas Legislature
failed to pass legislation reforming the
state’s property tax system, lawmak-
ers have proposed similar bills in the
86th session that would lower the cap
on how much cities and counties can

increase their revenue from property
taxes from the previous year.

Under existing state law, cities and
counties can receive an increase in
property tax revenue of up to 8 percent
from the prior year—which is called a
rollback rate—without needing voter

approval. However, the new legisla-
tion—Senate Bill 2 and House Bill 2—
would lower that cap to 2.5 percent.
State Sen. Brandon Creighton,
R-Conroe—who was a joint author of
SB 2—said in addition to addressing

CONTINUED ON 15

RAISING RATES

Water providers that serve the Lake Houston area continue
to increase water rates per 1,000 gallons.

() 2015 § 2019

North Harris County Regional Water Authority

. $4.30]

West Harris County Regional Water Authority

$2.85

City of Houston*

*THE CITY OF HOUSTON'’S RATES VARY DEPENDING ON WATER METEWZE.
SOURCES: CITY OF HOUSTON, NHCRWA, WHCRWA/COMMUNITY IMRACT NEWSPAPER

Water rates increasing as
regional projects continue

BY ZAC EZZONE

Water rates continue to increase for residents in the Lake
Houston area as the city of Houston and regional water
authorities make progress on projects that will increase the
Greater Houston area’s use of surface water and decrease its
use of groundwater.

This state-mandated shift from groundwater to surface
water is an attempt to offset subsidence—which is the low-
ering of land elevation by withdrawing too much ground-
water and can lead to flooding—in the Greater Houston
area, said Mike Turco, Harris-Galveston Subsidence District
general manager. The transition from groundwater to sur-
face water is also necessary to keep pace with the water

CONTINUED ON 17
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Updates on road projects
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When you’re ready to downsize, you don’t want to
compromise. You want a beautiful home with freedom from
maintenance and the expenses that go along with it. In your
new luxury home at the Villas at White Oak Ranch, you’re
home free because everything is taken care of for you.

That freedom means extra time for entertaining, travel,
community causes, family, and yes, even yourself!

Villas at White Oak Ranch is the new definition of 55+ living
with large ranch style homes, vaulted and tray ceilings,
attached garages and plenty of storage space. Our community
has all the amenities you want and some you didn’t think of:

a walkable community, pet friendly, the Amenities Center for
social gatherings, a fitness center, lap pool, pickleball, bocce
ball, picnic area with grilling areas, and Lake Conroe too!

Call for a personalized tour and to reserve
your favorite homesite today! Visit our
website, or stop by our decorated models
to see our award-winning floor plans.

Oak.com

At White Oak Ranch

.Y Wills
% Montgomery
*

nroe, TX 77304 « 936.703.5445 ¢ info

An Epeon Community Conroe

55+ ACTIVE ADULT COMMUNITY
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Spring is in the air! As we move into
March, the weather will begin heating up,
and we will gain an extra hour of daylight
to enjoy the outdoors.

As spring begins, so to does the 86th
Legislative session. In our first cover story,
we look at the major pieces of legislation
lawmakers have filed during this legislative
session pertaining to property tax reform.
This was a key topic during the last session
in 2017, but legislators failed to agree on a
bill to send to Gov. Greg Abbott’s desk.

While explaining the bills related to
property tax reform, we also look at bills
the Legislature has filed relating to home
appraisals and school finance.

In our second cover story, we offer an
update on the massive water infrastructure

Zac Ezzone
EDITOR
zezzone@communityimpact.com

ASKTHE EDITOR

Why does the governor select emergency
items for the legislative session?

In his State of the State address Feb. 5, Gov. Greg
Abbott named five emergency items he wants the Leg-
islature to focus on during the 86th legislative session,
which began Jan. 8.

The items include property tax reform, changes to
the public education system—including increasing
teacher pay and reforming school finance—disaster
preparedness and recovery, increasing school safety,
and funding mental health programs.

By identifying these emergency items, Abbott
allowed the Legislature to vote on and pass bills
related to these topics earlier in the session, while

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Welcoming spring, the legislative session

projects taking place in our area.

Officials are carrying out these projects to
help the Houston area decrease its ground-
water usage and increase its surface water
usage. This transition is necessary to offset
subsidence, which is the lowering of land
elevation by withdrawing groundwater.

One major project taking place in the
Lake Houston area is the expansion of the
Northeast Water Purification Plant, which
is located near Beltway 8. This $1.76 million
expansion will increase the number of
gallons the plant can treat per day from 80
million to 400 million.

We hope you and your family will get
outside, enjoy the extra hour in your day
and check out everything our energetic
community has to offer.

4 IMPACTS

Nectar Cafe

lawmakers must wait to pass any other legislation.

According to state law, during the first 30 days of a

Do you have a question about

how local government works or
something going on in town? Send
it to Ihk@communityimpact.com.

legislative session, legislators can only file bills and
resolutions. During the following 30 days, committees
can begin holding hearings to consider bills filed.

During the remainder of the 140-day legislative

Emily Heineman
GENERAL MANAGER
eheineman@communityimpact.com
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allowed without written permission from the publisher. session—which ends May 27 this yearfthe Legislature

can pass any bills or resolutions filed.

MEC HANICA'l'. operatng since 1978,
Fully-licensed and insured

Service for all makes and
models

Factory-trained HVAC
technicians

Financing options

LLC.

281-540-4822 [T "a

- 0% INTEREST

Financing until PAID in FULL"orf all
RUUD A/C Systems  *

www.aaronmechanical.com

. The Area’s Leading Comfort Experts for ALL A |
L‘ondmomng ‘and I-reatmg Needs in Your Home | New through 5-31-19 WARRANTIES and GUARAN‘I‘EES
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NOW OPEN

o F45 Training opened in Summer-
wood at 14609 W. Lake Houston Parkway
in February. The studio offers physical
fitness and training classes including
high-intensity interval training, team
fitness and cardio. 713-936-5245.
www.f45training.com/summerwood

e Tiff’s Treats opened in Kingwood at
4529 Kingwood Drive, Ste. 160, in Janu-
ary. The store sells and delivers a variety
of cookies, including chocolate chip,

snickerdoodle and peanut butter, as well
as other treats. The website also offers
online orders. 832-995-1600.
www.cookiedelivery.com

e Wine & Design opened in Kings
Harbor at 1660 W. Lake Houston Parkway,
Ste. 107, Kingwood, in February. The
studio offers public and private classes in
which an artist guides a group of custom-
ers through a painting session. Custom-
ers can bring their own food, wine, beer
or other drinks to the painting classes.
832-445-6700. www.wineanddesign.com

\&

WOODRIDGE

FOREZ ST

New Homes priced from the $220s in Woodridge Forest

~CHESMAR HOMES

Setting a Higher Standard

22487 Soaring Woods Lane | Porter, TX 77365
713.898.1737 | CHESMAR.COM

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Q Jimmy John’s opened in Kingwood
at 4521 Kingwood Drive, Ste. 260. The na-
tional counter-serve chain offers a variety
of sandwiches with different toppings,
such as roast beef, turkey, ham, lettuce
and tomato. Customers can order online
and have their orders delivered or pick
them up at the store. 281-623-5973.
www.jimmyjohns.com

e Regions Bank opened a new location
at 14125 E. Sam Houston Parkway N.,
Houston, in February. The company offers
a variety of banking services, including

Bring this
ad in for @

' FREE
£ STARBUCKS
g{?‘f {‘.ﬂﬂ(ﬂl

COMPILED BY ZAC EZZONE
News or questions about Lake Houston, Humble or
Kingwood? Email us at Ihknews@communityimpact.com.

checking and savings accounts as well as
personal, mortgage and auto loans.
800-734-4667. www.regionsbank.com

e Freddy’s Frozen Custard &
Steakburgers opened in Kingwood at
4519 Kingwood Drive in February. The
3,615-square-foot location seats 96
guests inside with additional seating
available on the patio. The Kansas-based
chain has more than 300 restaurants
across 31 states and is known for its steak
burgers, fries and frozen custard. 346-
242-9674. www.freddysusa.com

COMING SOON

o Yummy Tummy Pastries will openin
Valley Ranch Town Center at the intersec-
tion of Hwy. 59 and the Grand Parkway in
March. Yummy Tummy Pastries specializ-
es in custom cakes and cookies for events
such as birthday parties and weddings.
Cake flavors include coconut cream, red
velvet, Italian cream and German choco-
late, among other options. This will be the
pastry shop’s second location in addition
to its original location in Humble on FM
1960. 281-446-0450.
www.yummytummypastries.com

o Vessel Pilates plans to open at 21 N.
Main St., Kingwood, in late March or early
April. The Pilates and wellness studio
offers classes and individual sessions to
help individuals strengthen their core and
increase their flexibility. The studio also
provides unique fitness plans for custom-
ers. 281-380-3779.
www.vesselpilates.com

o Kung Fu Tea is opening a location in
Valley Ranch Town Center at the intersec-
tion of Hwy. 59 and the Grand Parkway

in July. The franchise tea shop offers nu-
merous flavors of bubble tea and slushies
made from a variety of ingredients. Menu
items include passionfruit green tea, hon-
ey lemonade and fig jelly ice tea.
855-538-9888. www.kungfutea.com

@ Freddy’s Frozen Custard and
Steakburgers is opening a location
in Valley Ranch Town Center, 12007 N.

Community Impact Newspaper « communityimpact.com



Grand Parkway E., New Caney, in March.
The 3,158-square-foot restaurant will seat
86 guests inside with additional seating
available on the patio. The restaurant

is known for its steak burgers, fries and
frozen custard. www.freddysusa.com

@ Mathnasium of New Caney will
open Valley Ranch Town Center at the
intersection of Hwy. 59 and the Grand
Parkway in May. The math-only learning
center has specially trained math instruc-
tors to assist students in first to twelfth
grades, who are either struggling in math
or advanced in math.
www.mathnasium.com

@ Harbor Freight Tools is opening a
location in Porter at 23611 Hwy. 59. The
tool and equipment retailer offers prod-
ucts at discounted rates and also sells
products through its website.
www.harborfreight.com

RENOVATIONS

@ Sharky’s will reopen this year after
being purchased by new owners. Sharky’s
is the last of the restaurants at Kings Ha-
bor—located in Kingwood at 1660 W. Lake
Houston Parkway—to reopen after the
flooding caused during Hurricane Harvey.
Before closing, the restaurant served a
variety of burgers, salads and seafood,
among other options.
www.sharkyswaterfrontgrill.com

@ Zammaitti’s Italian Ristorante
reopened in Kings Harbor at 1660 W. Lake
Houston Parkway, Ste. 101, Kingwood, in
February. Prior to opening, the restaurant
was rebuilding after sustaining flood
damage during Hurricane Harvey. The
restaurant specializes in Italian fare, such
as chicken picatta, lasagna, ravioli and
other pasta. www.zammittis.com

IN THE NEWS

(5 Including Kids, located at 18401
Timber Forest Drive, Humble, launched a
new program for young adults 16 and old-
erinJanuary. The Ready for Life Program
focuses on expanding participants’
independent living, leisure and social
skills through guided instruction. The
program features different classes

throughout the week, such as the Apps
and Snacks class, which focuses on tech-
nology and social relationships. Including
Kids is a nonprofit organization that helps
children, young adults and families who
are affected by autism and other develop-
ment delays. 281-852-0501.
www.includingkids.org

@ Motivation Education and Train-
ing, located at 22551 Tree Monkey Road,
New Caney, was selected to participate in
a program run by the National Council for
Behavioral Health in February. Motivation
Education and Training is one of five non-
profits across the country that will partic-
ipate in the Connected program, which is
a two-year initiative designed to reduce
anxiety, depression and suicide among
individuals between the ages of 10-24
years. Motivation Education and Training
offers a variety of programs dedicated to
promoting the well-being of children and
families throughout the area.
281-689-5544. www.metinc.org

(%) The period for candidates to file in
the May 4 Humble City Council election
closed Feb. 15. Arliss Bentley is running
for mayor against incumbent Merle Aar-
on. Incumbent Charles Curry is running
unopposed for Humble City Council
Position 1, and Glenn Redmon is running
unopposed for Humble City Council
Position 2. Longtime Humble City Council
Member Ray Calfee did not seek re-elec-
tion for Position 2. Residents who wish to
vote in the election must register to do so
by April 4. Residents can register to vote
at www.votetexas.gov.

@ The period for candidates to file in the
May 4 Humble ISD board of trustees
election closed Feb. 15. There are three
board positions up for election with four
candidates running for Position 2, none
of whom is an incumbent. Two candidates
are running for Position 6, including the
incumbent Colin Carney. Incumbent
Nancy Morrison is running unopposed
for Position 7. Residents who wish to vote
in the election must register to do so by
April 4. Residents can register to vote at
www.votetexas.gov.

FEATURED IMPACT — RENOVATION
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Lake Houston Family YMCA is reopening March 18 at 2420 W. Lake Houston Park-
way, Kingwood. The facility has been partially reopen since June 2018 but will fully

reopen for the first time since sustaining flood damage during Hurricane Harvey.

281-360-2500. www.ymcahouston.org

Meet Angela Mosley-Nunnery, MD
Primary Care Physician Near You

Call 281.312.8521 to make an appointment today!

Baylor %Baylor St. Luke’s
‘ Medical Group

Primary Care

Lake Houston | Humble | Kingwood edition « March 2019
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LOCALEVENTS

Er To-do list

Your local guide for events, business openings, meetings
and more in the months of March and April

MARCH 15-16 MARCH 28

Attend a plant sale

Mercer Botanic Gardens hosts a plant
sale, where it will offer a large selection
of plants as well as experts from local
organizations to provide gardening ideas
and information. Free. 10a.m.-4 p.m.
March 15, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. March 16

22306 Aldine Westfield Road, Humble.
713-274-4160. www.hcp4.net

LOCAL MATTERS

Celebrate the beginning
of the spring season

The East Montgomery County Improve-
ment District hosts its annual Spring
Extravaganza, which will feature rides,
games, crafts and candy. 5-8 p.m. Free.
East Montgomery County Improvement
District, 21575 Hwy. 59, Ste. 200, New
Caney. 281-354-4419. www.emctx.com

Worth the trip
MARCH 16

COMPILED BY ZACEZZONE

MARCH 30

Watch a violin
performance in Humble

Violinist Rob Landes performs at the
Charles Bender Performing Arts Center,
where he will play a variety of different
arrangements of popular music. 7 p.m.
$15. Charles Bender Performing Arts
Center, 611 Higgins St., Humble.
281-446-4140. www.humblepac.com

APRIL4 APRIL 6

Attend an annual festival

The city of Humble hosts its annual
festival Good Oil Days, which celebrates
the city’s history in the oil industry. Resi-
dents who attend the festival can peruse
booths set up by local businesses. Free.
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Main Street, Humble.

Register to vote

Residents who plan to vote in the May 4
election must register to vote by April 4.
There are three city of Humble positions
up for election, including the mayor’s seat
and two council positions. There are three
Humble ISD board of trustee positions up

for election. Information on how to regis-

281-446-4140. www.goodoildays.com

WE'VE TEAMED UP TO BRING YOU MORE
OF THE STORIES ¥OU CARE ABOUT

Attend Houston’s St.
Patrick’s Day parade

The Houston St. Patrick’s Parade Com-
mission hosts the 60th annual Houston St.
Patrick’s Parade. Afinal parade route was
not announced before press time. Free.
Noon. Downtown Houston.
832-998-4192. www.hsppc.org

ter can be found at www.votetexas.gov.

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/lhk-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.
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The ewy Section of Kingwood will be one g
the Final Sections of this
Master-Planned Community!

B Humble ISD Schools, including Kingwood Park High School

I Recreation Center with Clubhouse

M Junior Olympic, Competition Swimming Pool

M Playground and nature reserves

I Five miles of trails tying into the Kingwood trail system

B New Patio Section Now Open featuring Trendmaker and Village Builders

New Homes from the $300s - $600s
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
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RECENT UPDATES © Loop 494 widening

o Lockwood Drive expansion

McCord Development is designing the
expansion of Lockwood Drive to four lanes
between Beltway 8 and Union Pacific
Railroad Corp. tracks. The projectincludes
drainage and railroad crossing improve-
ments. The expansion is a joint project
between Harris County Precinct 4 and
McCord Development. The county sent the
project out to bid in late 2018.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $1.8 million

Funding sources: Harris County Precinct
4, McCord Development

The Texas Department of Transportation

is expanding Loop 494 from two to four
lanes between Sorters McClellan Road and
Northpark Plaza Drive. Construction plans
also include building sidewalks along the
new roadway. The agency plans to send the
project out for bid this year.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $14.4 million
Funding source: TxDOT

e Northpark Drive expansion

The Lake Houston Redevelopment Author-
ity is expanding Northpark Drive between
Hwy. 59 to Woodland Hills Drive from four

COMPILED BY ZAC EZZONE AND EMILY DAVIS

to six lanes. The project will also create an
overpass at the railroad tracks and will be
completed in two phases. Construction of
Phase 1 is scheduled for 2020 and includes
the stretch of road from Hwy. 59 to Russell
Palmer Road. Construction of Phase 2

is scheduled for 2023 and includes the
stretch of road from Russell Palmer Road to
Woodland Hills Drive.

Timeline: 2020-TBD (Phase 1), 2023-TBD
(Phase 2)

Cost: $86.2 million

Funding sources: city of Houston, federal
grants, LHRA

o Timber Forest Drive widening

In November, Harris County Precinct 2 be-
gan widening Timber Forest Drive from two
lanes to four lanes between Eagle Springs
and Madera Run parkways. Construction
is scheduled to conclude in the second
quarter of 2019.

Timeline: November 2018-second quarter
2019

Cost: $2.7 million

Funding source: Harris County Precinct 2

e Wilson Road expansion

SER Construction Partners began work on
the expansion of Wilson Road in January
2018. The road is expanding to four lanes
between just north of Beltway 8 and
Atascocita Road. The planned construc-
tion will also include the installation of a
sidewalk extension between Park Lakes
Elementary School and Viscaro Lane.

Timeline: January 2018-October 2019
Cost: $9.9 million

Funding source: Harris County
Precinct4

e Woodland Hills Drive traffic signal
Harris County Precinct 4 is installing

a traffic signal at the intersection of
Woodland Hills Drive and Liles Lane. The
projectisin the design phase, and the
county plans to begin construction in 2019.
Timeline: 2019-TBD

Cost: TBD

Funding source: Harris County

Precinct 4

HOW IT WORKS

Drivers must move over
or slow down to pass
emergency vehicles

The Texas Department of Public Safety
helps enforce the Move Over/Slow Down
law to protect certain vehicles stopped
on the side of the road.

The law passed in 2003 requires drivers
to either move over a lane or slow down
for vehicles stopped on the side of the
road with activated emergency lights.
Those include police, fire, emergency
medical services, DPS troopers and tow
trucks, according to the law.

If the road has multiple lanes traveling in
the same direction, drivers must vacate
the lane closest to stopped vehicles. If
drivers do not have an opportunity to
change lanes, they must slow down to

20 mph below the speed limit when pass-
ing stopped vehicles, the law states.

Last year, more than 41,000 warnings and
citations were issued for violations of the
law, according to DPS.

Violations can result in a fine of up to
$200, or $500 with property damage.
The law includes more severe penalties,
including jail time, if someone gets hurt.

All information on this page was updated as of
2/15/19. News or questions about these or
other local transportation projects?

Email us at Ihknews@communityimpact.com.

WHY HAVE A PRE-LOSS PLAN IN PLACE
FOR YOUR COMMERCIAL PROPERTY?

ServiceMASTER

Restorg

Rather than waiting until a disaster occurs,
a no-cost pre-loss plan starts the recovery
process from water, fire and other damaging
events using our experience and expertise
to get you back in business sooner.

SERVICEMASTER

RESTORATION & CLEANING

281-358-0363

SRMtexas.com
Locally Owned Since 1982

Stan Hollibaugh
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Harris County receives
grant funding for San
Jacinto Watershed study

pRGGIEYeElVN NG Harris County com-

missioners authorized the county to
accept grant funding for a $2.7 million
regional study that will examine more
than 500 miles of streams that flow into
the San Jacinto River in February.

The two-year study—which will be
led by the Harris County Flood Control
District—will examine 13 different major
channels and tributaries that flow into
the river between 1-10 in Houston and
Hwy. 30 near Huntsville.

In an interview with Community
Impact Newspaper in August, Dena
Green, HCFCD feasibility studies
department manager, said one of the
goals of the study—the Upper San
Jacinto River Regional Watershed Flood
Mitigation Plan—is to develop projects
that could be implemented to reduce
flooding in the study area.

Green said it is important to take a
broad, regional approach to this study

ClTY & CO U NTY News from Harris County

STUDY BREAKDOWN

The Upper San Jacinto River Regional
Watershed Flood Mitigation Plan
identifies numerous projects that could
be implemented to reduce flooding in the
study area:

* Development a communications plan for
the numerous agencies in the study area
to follow during a flood.

* |dentify locations for additional gauges
outside of Harris County that relay
information to the county’s flood
warning system.

» Development a list of projects that could
prevent flooding.

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

because of the amount of water these
channels carry into the river.

The study has numerous objectives,
one of which is to develop a compre-
hensive list of future flood prevention
projects, such as improving channel
conveyance or building a regional
detention basin, Green said.

Projects identified in the study will be
funded by Harris County’s
$2.5 billion bond program, which voters
approved Aug. 25.

Harris County submits application for countywide
polling location program; could be in place by May

RAGKelNNINE After several hours

of listening to public opinions of
both support and concern regarding
the implementation of a countywide
polling place program, Harris County
Commissioners Court opted to proceed
with the application process to partici-
pate in the program Feb. 12.
Participation in the program would
allow county residents to vote at any
of the 700 polling locations across the
county. While Harris County voters can
currently vote at any polling location
during the early voting period, on elec-
tion day, voters are restricted to their
assigned polling location based on the
voting precinct in which they live.
County Clerk Diane Trautman said
the countywide polling place program
is used in 52 counties across Texas.
The item was previously discussed
at the Jan. 8 Commissioners Court
meeting, at which roughly 30 residents
and representatives from community
groups signed up to speak on the

proposed program during the public
hearing portion of the meeting. The
public hearing was recessed and
reopened Feb. 12.

On Feb. 12, supporters of the pro-
gram touted anticipated increased
voter participation across the county,
stating the program could eliminate
confusion over assigned polling loca-
tions while making it more convenient
for residents to vote.

Opponents of the program shared
concerns over the potential relocation
or closure of existing polling locations,
as they said they believe it could hurt
voter turnout for residents who are
accustomed to voting at their preferred
location.

Following the public hearing, com-
missioners unanimously authorized
Trautman to submit an application to
the Texas secretary of state.

During a community meeting Feb.

5, Trautman said the program could be
implemented for May elections.

THE GROVES

We believe in comfortable living amongst the trees, fresh air and flowing creeks. We believe in
creating new opportunities for exploration rooted in nature. We believe in constant innovation
to give our residents new and exciting choices. And we believe that once you come and see it,
you won't want to live in any other neighborhood.

Come discover our newest additions.

S GROWING

HOMES FROM
THE $200s - $600S

NEW MODEL HOMES
Coming throughout 2019

WOODLAND HILLS DRIVE
+ MADERA RUN
PARKWAY CONNECTION
5 minutes to Beltway 8

MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT
Learn more at
TheGrovesMixedUse.com

[he Groves -
THEGROVESTX COM
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Harris (ounty commissioners deny funding for more
prosecutors, opt for criminal justice study instead

RAGGIEYEElUNINY Instead of allocating

$20.6 million to fund 102 additional
prosecutor positions as requested by
Harris County District Attorney Kim
Ogg, Harris County Commissioners
Court opted for a $5.8 million budget
increase for the office and asked for a
comprehensive study of Harris Coun-
ty’s criminal justice system at its

Feb. 12 meeting.

According to Ogg’s budget pro-
posal, presented during the county’s
fiscal year 201920 budget hearings
in January, the main goal of the
additional funding was to ease pros-
ecutors’ caseloads.

After much discussion during the
public hearing, County Judge Lina
Hidalgo suggested offering the DA’s
office a 7 percent budget increase of
$5.8 million and requested the bud-
get management department seek
outside consultants to aid with a
comprehensive study of the county’s
criminal justice system.

“What I'm hearing is ... additional

REQUEST REJECTED
0 $20.6million

Harris County

Commissioners Court
rejected a Harris County District
Attorney request to add $20.6 million
to the office’s budget to fund 102

additional prosecutor positions.

108,773 cases
In 2018 the Harris County DA’s

7 &= office filed 108,773 criminal

cases, while staffing 255 prosecutors.

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT
NEWSPAPER

prosecutors are not the only way and
certainly not the most cost-effective
way to decrease prosecutor case-
loads,” Hidalgo said.

In a 4-1 vote, the court directed the
Harris County Budget Management
Department to put together a request
for a comprehensive study of Harris
County’s criminal justice system
looking at strategies to reduce case-
load backlog.

COMPILED BY SHAWN ARRA]J, ZAC EZZONE, JEN PARA AND HANNAH ZEDAKER

LGHELEClVINING The Harris County

Flood Control District was awarded

ing a flood tunnel in February.
The U.S. Economic Development

Supplemental funding of $320,000
to the district to conduct the study,
according to a Feb. 7 press release.

Large deep-diameter tunnels can
move large volumes of stormwater
in the case of a major storm event,
HCFCD Chief Operations Officer Matt
Zeve told Community Impact News-
paper in August. These tunnels cost
billions of dollars and take years to
build but could help with drainage
throughout the Houston region.

The grant will fund the four- to
five-monthlong feasibility study that

build a flood tunnel in Harris County
based on local geological conditions,

“If this is an idea that can work
and that can really help with major

funding for a feasibility study on build-

Administration awarded 2018 Disaster

will determine whether it is possible to

such as fault lines and soil, Zeve said.

Federal funds awarded for tunnel feasibility study

drainage and flooding issues in Harris
County, we want to vet that out fully
so that we know if we can add the
concept of the idea of a deep tunnel ...
to our tool box,* he said.

If the study concludes a flood
tunnel can be supported by Harris
County’s geology, then the district will
proceed to two additional studies to
map out specific tunnel routes and the
scope of the project, Zeve said. These
additional studies will determine the
cost of building a flood tunnel and the
amount of water the tunnels can move,
among other details.

These additional studies will cost
about $2.5 million, and the district
has already secured funds through
the Community Development Block
Grant Disaster Recovery program from
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development, Zeve said. The
Texas General Land Office allocated
$1.1 billion in funds to Harris County
for Hurricane Harvey recovery through
this federal grant program, he said.

Harris County homeowners hit by Harvey canapply for funds, reimbursements

A portion of the $2.3

billion set aside by U.S. Congress for
disaster recovery in 2018 has made
its way to Harris County.

Harris County Commissioners
Court accepted more than $909
million in federal funds at a Jan.

29 meeting to help homeowners
repair and rebuild homes that were
damaged during Hurricane Harvey
in August 2017 and to reimburse
homeowners who made repairs out

of pocket.

The funds were made available
through the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
and will be distributed over the com-
ing months, according to a statement
released by Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo.

As of Jan. 29, homeowners can
apply for consideration for funding
online at www.harrisrecovery.org.
Funding will be distributed across six

housing programs, including a pro-
gram to assist with home repairs and
rebuilds for homes damaged during
Harvey and a home buyout program
for low-income homeowners.

Daphne Lemelle, the executive
director of the Harris County Com-
munity Services Department, said a
resource department is also on hand
to connect homeowners who do not
qualify for funding to nonprofits and
charitable organizations.

MEETINGS

Humble City Council meets at 6:30 p.m.
March 14 and 28 at 114 W. Higgins St.,
Humble. 281-446-3061.
www.cityofhumble.com

Harris County Commissioners Court meets
at 10a.m. March 12 and 26 at 1001 Preston St.,
Ste. 934, Houston. www.harriscountytx.gov

Montgomery County Commissioners
Court meets at 9:30 a.m. March 12 and 26 at
501 N. Thompson St., Conroe. www.mctx.org

For instant coverage of these meetings,
follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_lhk

1he behavioral
needs of older

adults are unique.

KINGWOOD

PINES HOSPITAL

We Change Lives

1-281-404-1001

KINGWOODPINES.COM

Our Senior Care Program offers psychiatric stabilization following behavioral changes
for senior adults (ages 55+). While patients are in the hospital, our specialty program
can work on life issues associated with aging, such as:

* Depression
¢ Grief and Loss
* Anxiety or Agitation

When a patient completes treatment, we can help families and
caregivers continue to improve the patient’s quality of life

Please join us for our
Open House 3/27 11 am-6 pm

Free assessments 24-hours per day
Contact our admissions department today

* Memory Loss or Confusion * Loss of Independence
* Addiction to alcohol or
prescription medication

* Medication Management
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BUSINESS FEATURE BRECGEZEEIEIY

Nectar Cafe
Humble eatery specializes in
coffee, waffles and ice cream

m ikki Loyd picked Humble as a place to grow

roots with her husband, artist William Loyd,
because of a house they fell in love with. They moved
to Humble five years ago from Houston’s Montrose
neighborhood, where they owned The Starving Artist
Art Gallery, which is now permanently closed.

The Loyds opened Nectar - A Nitro Cafe, or Nectar
- - : g " Cafe for short, in a space that used to house The
" Honey Baked Ham Co. on Now. 16, 2017.
Waffle creations In spite of various differences between the cus-

The cafe offers a variety of signature waffles with different toppings for $12. tomers who visit the shop, Nectar Cafe’s customers

« Falafel waffle is made with chickpeas and served with chicken and tzatziki sauce. can bond with one another over the food and coffee

» S’mores consists of a cinnabun waffle covered in chocolate sauce and topped with toasted marshmallows.

* Pizzaria consists of a traditional waffle topped with marinara and alfredo sauces as well as mozzarella cheese and
pepperoni.

served at the cafe, Nikki said.
“What’s nice is that we have so many regulars who
probably don’t vote the same way as each other or
go to the same church or synagogue,” Nikki said.
“But it really is a place where community becomes
waffles and ice cream. 2: Nikki and unified over coffee and food. Bringing unity to the
William Loyd opened the cafe in : =~ community is very important to us as a family and as
Humble in 2017. g o neil ~ | individuals.”
The dairy-free hot coffee drink called the Nutrino
is one of Nikki’s signature drinks. The Kopi Luwak
is a $40 cup of coffee; the coffee grounds, which are
ordered online, are wild-harvested by the Indonesian
civet cat, Nikki said. The rich, smooth coffee is pre-
pared in a French press and served in a copper pot.
“I didn’t want to be just another coffee shop. I
wanted to create an experience,” Nikki said. “We
serve really good food quickly.”
In addition to the owners, seven people work at
the cafe preparing coffee, waffles, nitrogen-fused ice
Nectar Cafe o cream, and treats such as the Dragon’s Breath, which
7560 FM 1960, Humble is made with corn puffs.
281-570-6555 s Nectar Cafe hosts an artist meet-and-greet event
called The Artist Sojourn during the evening on one
Friday of the month. The walls display a rotation of
Hours: Mon.-Tue. 7a.m.-8 an artist’s work, providing the artist an opportunity
i, AT 7 to be seen and to sell.
g::";:'r;]s?;' v ;”“1 Gl “I see us as a place where we are helping people
e design a different lifestyle, whether in their house or
in their stomach,” Nikki said.

1: Nectar Cafe specializes in coffee,
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www.nitronectar.cafe

COURTESY NECTAR CAFE

BUSINES AR A OO

EME (5

Huur; 30 DOWN
FOR 473 f“D"

BY$293/mo

S N . FOR 39 MOS?
NEW 2019 BUICK ENVISION

- v on 50 DOWN & 2 AT THIS PRICE & SAVINGSI
NEW 2018 GMC § OFF 5497 o ouR $2 6 9 4 $ SAVINGS
NSIERRA To0 537 125 1500 DENALI 15 73 ausnp as ol o PRICE 1 8554 smss,
g [ i i E
~ 19 GMC 1500 DOUBLE CAB: MSRP $45,200. 18 GME SIERRA 1500 DENALL MSRP SE44TD. Py P TPV 17 ENVISION REFCRIED. WSy $a4.605

'* BM DISCOUNT DFF MSRP 58075 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP $15,783. LESS §8554 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP.

BeckMastenNorth.com 11300 1960 WEST

Pictures & Colors For lllustration Only. 1-2) w/Approved Credit. 184 Monthly payments. 2]39 Monthly payments S0 Down + TTEL & fees. Not compatible with some other offers. See Us for Details. Ends 3/31/19.
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BY KATHLEEN SISON

DINING FEATURE

Raffa’s
Waterfront Grill

Kingwood restaurant recovers,
thrives after Hurricane Harvey

affa’s Waterfront Grill—a restaurant in the Kings
Harbor business hub in Kingwood that serves
contemporary American cuisine—was one of the
many businesses in the Lake Houston area that
flooded during Hurricane Harvey. But restaurant
owner Tony Raffa did not let the setback stop him
from rebuilding the beloved neighborhood restaurant.
Raffa and his wife, Leslie, opened Raffa’s Water-
front Grill in 2007, after Raffa spent years working at
various restaurants in the Houston area.
“I first worked in Galveston making pizzas, then I
worked at two restaurants in Houston,” Raffa said. “I

PHOTOS BY KATHLEEN SISON/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
) - e

THREE DISHES TO TRY

Beet salad ($12-$14) This salad is served with watermelon radishes, blue
cheese, pecans, watercress, baby arugula and brown sugar sherry vinaigrette.

looked at The Woodlands to open a restaurant and
finally picked a spot on Loop 494 in Kingwood for
[Amedeo’s Italian Restaurant, which] opened in 1985.

Amedeo’s specializes in made-from-scratch Italian
cuisine and live jazz music. But Raffa’s Waterfront
Grill, which opened in 2007, features 6,000 square
feet of space and floor-to-ceiling windows that frame
scenic views of the San Jacinto River. The growing
success of Raffa’s ground to a halt Aug. 28, 2017, when
5 feet of water flooded the restaurant during Hurri-
cane Harvey.

When the restaurant reopened in October 2018, it
had a new look and menu. Raffa said he hired Execu-
tive Chef Martin Reczek, who had been at Amedeo’s,
and infused a lot of Asian-inspired flavors and dishes
into the menu. Dishes such as seared elk, beech
mushrooms and branzino—a type of bass—punctuate
the fresh take on Cajun-influenced dinner plates,
Raffa said.

The now-larger wine room at Raffa’s also got
a makeover and was fitted with a wall-mounted
monitor for business presentations. The bar was also
expanded to accommodate more seats.

Hard work and perseverance are keys to operating
a business successfully, Raffa said.

“I'm really grateful to the people in the Lake Hous-

ton community for their strong support,” he said.

”

Pesto chicken pasta ($14)

This dish consists of grilled chicken, pasta, sundried
tomatoes, mushrooms, roasted peppers and pesto.

Bulgogi flat iron steak ($22)

This steak is served with Korean barbecue sauce, kimchi
risotto and housemade pickled vegetables.

Raffa’s Waterfront Grill

1660 W. Lake Houston Park-
way, Ste. 103, Kingwood

281-360-1436
www.raffas.net

Hours: Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Mon.-Thu. 11a.m.-10 p.m.,

Fri-Sat. 11a.m.-11 p.m. Tony Raffa opened Raffa’s Waterfront

Grill in 2007.

Lake Houston | Humble | Kingwood edition ¢ February 2019

COMPASSION IS AT THE
HEART OF OUR CARE.

CHESTNUT
RIDGE RD.

CALL NOW

CALL NOW TO

ESUIEERN SCHEDULE A FREE TOUR

HILLS RD.

911 SOUTHERN HILLS, KINGWOOD, TX 77339
281.892.1400 | INFO@KINGWOODMEMORYCARE.COM
KINGWOODMEMORYCARE.COM
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A BRIGHTER FUTURE

Lone Star College Open House set for April 2

Deciding where go to college can be hard.
There are so many things to think about, making it
feel overwhelming. That's why Lone Star College
is hosting Open Houses including April 13 at
LSCKingwood to help answer your questions.

“Lone Star College cares about my success,
education and well-being,” said Johnesia David,
LSC student. “Lone Star College provides
students with all type of resources from tutoring,
to counseling, scholarships and more.”

LSC representatives will be on hand to
answer questions about degree and certificate
options. Financial aid information will also be
available to help students learn about options
to help pay for college.

“Attending an open house is a wonderful
way to learn more about Lone Star College in

.|1 _,,-: -",f '
_§ 1 . Bih

LSC s hosting Open Houses at its campuses for students and parents to
learn about the many programs offered.

an informal and friendly setting,” said Stephen
C. Head, Ph.D., LSC chancellor.
Check it out ot LoneStar.edu/OpenHouse.

LSC Fall registration begins April 4

Don’t wait or hesitate!

Spring may be in the air, but it's not too
early to get a jump on fall classes at Lone Star
College.

Registration for the upcoming fall semester
kicks off April 4. More than 99,000 credit and
non-credit students made the smart choice last

i

fall, getting an affordable education close to
home.

You'll find lots of choices, from Fast Track
certificate programs and two-year associate
degrees, to the 2+2 academic transfer program
— two years at LSC and transfer for two years at
a four-year university.

Want to get trained for a new career?

LSC workforce options are designed with
2 students in mind. Get ready to work in
the hottest industries like computer
technology, cybersecurity, health
care, logistics, welding, auto
repair, HVAC-R and morel!

Like to save money?

Students and their parents

enjoy taking advantage of

low tuition -- about $800 for

a 12-credit-hour semester of

classes and lots of great clubs
and student organizations
along with intramural and club
sports.

Don’t wait, don’t hesitate!
Register at LoneStar.edu/start
to Start Close and Go Far at Lone Star
College.

You're invited!

VAKLON E STAR COLLEGE

KINGWOOD

HOUSE
April 13 « 100.m.-2p.m.

20000 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood, TX 77339-3801

;ﬁ

h loneftdr.edu /OpenHouse

Building a skilled
workforce

The opportunities to find a great job in
the energy, manufacturing and construction
industries has never been better. LSC can
help you get trained and get hired with the
skills employers are looking for to land a
great paying career with lots of potential.
The more you learn, the more you earn. Learn
more at LoneStar.edu/Workforce to find
a career that is right for youl

Lone Star College
Board of Trustees

District 1 District 6
Michael Stoma, Trustee Myriam Saldivar,
Vice Chair
District 2
Ernestine M. Pierce, Trustee District 7

Linda S. Good, J.D.,

District 3 Assistant Secret
A"on Sm”h, EdDI Choir ssistant sSecre ory
o District 8
DI.S"'ld 4 Mike Sullivan,
Art Murillo, Secretary Trustee
District 5 District 9

David A. Vogt, Trustee Ken E. Lloyd, Trustee

Stephen C. Head, Ph.D., Chancellor
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i SOARING TO

H E I G H Ts for the seven area ZIP codes.

POPULATION WITH ASSOCIATE DEGREE

B 201
AGE 25 AND OLDER
Data shows how the percent of residents with associate degrees changed from 2011-17.
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NUMBER OF RESIDENTS ENROLLED IN 2017
About 84 percent and 81 percent, respectively, of higher education enrollmentin
Montgomery and Harris counties was in undergraduate studies in 2017.
B Undergrad Graduate
HARRIS COUNTY MONTGOMERY COUNTY

fF———— 303,252 I 1,921 ————

TOTAL STUDENTS ENROLLED TOTAL STUDENTS ENROLLED

BREAKING DOWN BACHELOR’S DEGREES

The largest percentage of residents’ first bachelor’s degrees in Harris and Montgomery
counties was in the science and engineering fields in 2017, according to census data.

HARRIS COUNTY MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Science and Science and
engineering engineering
38.51%

Business

24.33%

35.5%
Arts, humanities and other

Business
24.79%
Arts, humanities and other
18.3%
Education
10.13%
|-‘ Science and engineering-

18.48%
related fields

J Education
13.79%
Science and engineering-
8.73%

related fields
7.44%

LOCAL GRADUATES ENROLLED AT
LONE STAR COLLEGE

HIGHER EDUCATION COMPILED BY ZAC EZZONE AND ANNALOTZ  DESIGNED BY MATTHEW T. MILLS

Higher education enrollment is anticipated to continue climbing through 2030 in the Lake
Houston area, state data shows. Additionally, the percent of local high school students enrolled in
career and technical education programs has grown since 2013, according to the Texas Education
Agency, while the number of residents age 25 and older with a bachelor’s degree has also grown
from 2011-17 in most ZIP codes in the Lake Houston area, according to U.S. Census Bureau data

2017
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POPULATION WITH BACHELOR’S DEGREE OR HIGHER
AGE 25 AND OLDER

The percent of residents with a bachelor’s degree grew from 2011-17 in most ZIP codes.
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FORECASTING CHANGING ENROLLMENT FROM 2010-30

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

-10%

By 2030, four-year and two-year institutions statewide are projected to increase
enrollment 36 percent and 18 percent, respectively, from 2010.

— |
Four-year public Two-year public Lone Star College-

universities in Texas collegesin Texas Kingwood
42.9%

®

Enroliment at Lone Star
College-Kingwood is
expected to climb

42.9%

from 2010-30,
data shows.

*projected enrollment

2010 2020* 2025*

2015

2018 2019* 2030*

A LOOK AT CAREER &
TECHNICAL EDUCATION

i dents residing within A percentage of spring 2016 graduates from high schools in Humble Enrollment in CTE programs has increased from 2013-17.
The majority of stu ISDs enrolled in and New Caney ISDs attended LSCS campuses in fall 2016.
ew Caney = =
Humble ags Nco\\ege System attend the ATASCOCITA HIGH SCHOOL 18.5% Humble ISD New Caney ISD
Lone Star 30%
the Kingwood campus- HUMBLE HIGH SCHOOL 22.3% ’
In spring 2019, students within HurEb\jp KINGWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 15.3% 26%
ies maxe
2nd New Caney ISD boundar o KINGWOOD PARK HIGH SCHOOL ~ 20.5%
24%
40% AND 1008 A)’ SUMMER CREEK HIGH SCHOOL 22.7%
tively, of enrolimentatthe .
respec , campls NEW CANEY HIGH SCHOOL 23.4% 20%
Kingwood ca ' z
PORTER HIGH SCHOOL 25.8% 0%

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

SOURCES: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU; TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY; LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM; TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD “ENROLLMENT FORECAST 2019-2030,” JANUARY 2019/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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New Information Center & Lagoon

; 3=
Visit our state-of-the-art Information Center and Texas’%ftwo-acre =2
Crystal Clear Lagoon that boasts a 7,500 sq. ft. clubhouse, resort-style pool, '
white sand beaches, splashpad and much more!

The Lagosn Life awails! =

/ FM 1960 \

BALMORAL

A Land Tejas Community

New Homes f2o#e 2 $200s

Ashton Woods - CastleRock - Colina Homes - D.R. Horton - Empire
Gray Point by Gehan Homes - Highland Homes - HistoryMaker Homes
Lennar - Taylor Morrison - Trendmaker Homes - Westin Homes

Woodland
Hills Dr.

Lockwood Rd.

uuuuuuuuuuuu

PPPPPPPPPPP Prices and availability subject to change without notice. 1/19 G 9 JOIn our VIP IISt at BalmoraIHOUSton'Com
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CONTINUED FROM 1

property tax reform, the Legislature is
also focused on making changes to the
home appraisal process and how the
state funds public education. He said
all three of these topics are related and
need to be solved to decrease how much
homeowners pay in property taxes.

However, officials from cities and
counties in the Lake Houston area have
pushed back on the idea that the state
needs to reduce the rollback rate to fix
school funding.

“They blame all the cities for the
property tax increases, but the state
has failed to fund education, and really
that’s the big problem right there,”
Humble Mayor Merle Aaron said.

PROPERTY TAX, APPRAISAL REFORM

Sen. Paul Bettencourt, R-Houston—
who was also a joint author of SB 2—said
the bill is necessary because residents
have seen their home appraisal values
increase steadily in recent years, which
leads to homeowners paying more in
property taxes even if a city or county’s
property tax rate has not changed.

According to data from the Harris
County Appraisal District, homes within
the Atascocita area from Beltway 8 to
near Kingwood have increased in value
by 8 percent from 2015-18.

Bettencourt said the amount of prop-
erty tax revenue being generated by
these appraisal increases is not neces-
sary for cities to operate. According to
Texas comptroller data, the amount of
property tax revenue collected by Har-
ris County increased about 40 percent
between 2013-17.

Additionally, Bettencourt said any rev-
enue generated from new properties in a
city’s or county’s fiscal year are exempt
from this 2.5 percent cap. Instead, only
existing properties from the previous
year will be taken into account.

“[Taxing entities] get new growth in
the current tax year, and a few other
exemptions,” Bettencourt said.

In addition to being a joint author on
SB 2, Creighton said he has filed one bill
and is considering another that would
make significant changes to the home
appraisal process.

SB 657 proposes to lower the limit of
how much a home’s appraisal value can
increase each year. Under existing state
law, the appraisal value of a home can
increase up to 10 percent each year, but
under SB 657, the cap would be lowered
to 3 or 5 percent, depending on the value
of the home.

Additionally, Creighton said he plans
to file legislation that would require
appraisal review board members to be
elected to their positions by the public,

rather than appointed by taxing author-
ities such as cities and counties.

“Right now, the appointed appraisal
review board member just represents
the taxing entity that sent them there,
and we need some more accountability
to the public,” Creighton said.

CITIES, COUNTIES PUSH BACK

Officials from the city of Humble and
Harris County say lowering the rollback
rate from 8 percent to 2.5 percent would
make it difficult to keep pace with the
constantly increasing costs of operating
a city or county. Also, both entities have
cited specific situations in which the cap
reduction could affect them.

Humble City Manager Jason Stuebe
said over the past few years, the city
has received an increase in property tax
revenue of almost the full 8 percent roll-
back rate as the city steadily increases
its property tax rate.

In 201415, the city’s tax rate was
$0.20 per $100 valuation but increased
to $0.25 in September. Stuebe said he is
concerned that if SB 2 goes into effect,
it will take the city decades to reach its
desired tax rate of about $0.35 per $100
valuation.

Stuebe said the city is increasing its
tax rate because its previous rate was
unsustainable.

“We were at $0.20 [per $100 valua-
tion] ... and we weren’t keeping pace
with the cost of doing business ... and
we recognized that,” Stuebe said.

At a Feb. 6 Senate Committee on Prop-
erty Tax hearing, Bill Jackson, Harris
County chief budget officer, said the cap
reduction would make it difficult for the
county to provide services to the grow-
ing population in unincorporated Harris
County, such as the Atascocita area.

“In the last seven years, 700,000 peo-
ple have moved to Harris County, and of
that, 70 percent have moved to the unin-
corporated area,” Jackson said.

To fund services for this growing pop-
ulation, the county has to rely on prop-
erty tax revenue because it does not
receive sales tax revenue like cities and
the state do, Jackson said.

Later in the hearing, when pressed by
Bettencourt to provide a rollback rate
that would be sufficient, Jackson said
the county could handle a rollback rate
of 5 percent but not 2.5 percent.

PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING

Although major legislation address-
ing the state’s public school finance sys-
tem has not been filed as of press time,
Creighton said changing the formula is
also a key part of property tax reform.

Over the past few years, the state’s
share of public school funding has
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=== HARRIS COUNTY

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Citiesand counties in the Lake Houston area have

experienced increases in their property tax reve-
nue in most years without significant changes to
their tax rates.
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Avenage manket value changes

IN LAKE HOUSTON AREA

The average market value for homes within different

parts of the Lake Houston area have increased

steadily over the past few years, with the exception
of a dip in Kingwood following Hurricane Harvey*

Atascocita area

2015:5221,118 G
2018:5240,328 |

Humble area
2015: $130,744

2018:$147,984

Kingwood area

2015:$250,405 S BEX T

DECREASE

2018: $243,581

*INFORMATION NOT AVAILABLE FOR PORTIONS OF THE LAKE HOUSTON AREA IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY.

8.7%

INCREASE -

NORTHPARK
Vi DR.
Jf

KINGWOOD DR.

r'

Map not to scale@

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

decreased in many school districts—
including Humble ISD—while the local
share, which consists of property taxes,
has increased. This change has occurred
despite HISD not increasing its tax rate.

For example, in 2013-14, local reve-
nue made up 51.1 percent of HISD’s total
revenue, while state revenue made up
46.66 percent. In 2018-19, local revenue
made up 55.93 percent of the district’s
total revenue, with the state covered

40.85 percent.

“[School finance] is an important and
integral part of the discussion,” Betten-
court said. “Tax rates for the [school
districts] must come down too. The only
way you can do that is through school
finance reform where the state picks up
a bigger share.”
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The Woman's Hospital of Texas

Texas Orthopedic Hospital

HCA Houston Healthcare Clear Lake

HCA Houston Healthcare Conroe

HCA Houston Healthcare Cypress Fairbanks
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood

HCA Houston Healthcare Mainland

HCA Houston Healthcare Medical Center
HCA Houston Healthcare North Cypress
HCA Houston Healthcare Northwest

HCA Houston Healthcare Pearland

HCA Houston Healthcare Southeast

HCA Houston Healthcare Specialty Hospital Medical Center
HCA Houston Healthcare Tomball

HCA Houston Healthcare West

All part of the HCA Houston Healthcare family.
All committed to the same mission.
Care. Above dll else.

HCA--Houston
Healthcare”

See where care lives at HCAhoustonhealthcare.com
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GROUNDWATER WITHDRAWAL CHANGES

The amount of water withdrawn from the ground in north Harris County has
fluctuated over the last five years as the Greater Houston area transitions from

groundwater to surface water.

Million gallons of groundwater used per day

2011 2012 2013

Gallons of water

2014

2015 2016 2016

SOURCE: HARRIS-GALVESTON SUBSIDENCE DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

CONTINUED FROM 1

needs of the Greater Houston area’s
growing population, he said.

The HGSD is the state entity that regu-
lates the groundwater usage of the water
authorities in the region. Turco said the
subsidence district tasked entities in
north Harris County with ensuring that
by 2035, surface water will supply 80
percent of the water used in north Harris
County, with groundwater comprising
the remaining 20 percent.

Today, most entities in north Harris
County pump 70 percent of their water
from the ground and 30 percent of their
water from the surface. Before reaching
the 2035 goal, entities must transition to
pumping 60 percent of their water from
the surface and 40 percent from the
ground by 2025.

“[Subsidence] is definitely something
you want to solve because any subsid-
ence that occurs is subsidence that will
be there forever,” Turco said.

REGIONAL PROJECTS

One of the major projects that will
increase the amount of surface water
available to residents is the Luce Bayou
Interbasin Transfer Project, which is
being completed by the Coastal Water
Authority. This project will transport
water from the Trinity River in Liberty
County to Lake Houston—which serves
as a major source of surface water for the
Greater Houston area, CWA Executive
Director Don Ripley said.

The estimated $380 million project
involves building a pump station on the
Trinity River, along with pipelines and

channels to transport the water to Lake
Houston. Construction on the project
started in 2016 and is scheduled to finish
in 2020, Ripley said.

Surface water pulled from Lake Hous-
ton is treated at the Northeast Water
Purification Plant, which is undergoing
a $1.76 billion expansion, Project Man-
ager Ravi Kaleyatodi said. This expan-
sion will increase the number of gallons
the plant can pump from 80 million to
400 million per day. This expansion,
like the Luce Bayou Project, is necessary
for the Houston area to transition from
groundwater to surface water, he said.

The water purification plant expan-
sion started in 2017 and will be com-
pleted in two phases. The first phase
will increase the number of gallons the
plant can pump per day to 160 million
by 2022. The expansion to 400 million
gallons per day will be completed by
2024, Kaleyatodi said.

In addition to expanding the plant—
which is located near Beltway 8—the
project includes the construction of a
new intake station on Lake Houston that
will pump water to the expanded plant.
Water pumped from this station will
travel through an underground pipe-
line—which is still under construction—
that will travel under West Lake Hous-
ton Parkway near the Summerwood and
Summer Lake Ranch neighborhoods,
Kaleyatodi said.

The Texas Water Development Board
isloaning local entities with the funds to
complete these projects, but all affected
entities will pay the state back.
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The Harris-Galveston Subsidence
District tasked entities

throughout Harris County with 309,
converting groundwater use to
surface water use in an attempt

to offset subsidence, which is the
lowering of ground elevation.
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WATER PLANT EXPANSION

Purification plant
The $1.76 billion expansion

will increase the number of
gallons the plant can pump
from 80 million to 400 million.

uHoUsToy,
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W. LAKE HOUS™®

WOODLAND HILLS

The expansion of the Northeast Water

Purification Plant will help the Houston area’s
transition to increased surface water usage.

G The new intake pump station will

Intake station

pump water from Lake Houston to
the expanded purification plant.

Map not to scale @

SOURCE: CITY OF HOUSTON/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

INCREASED WATER RATES

As entities work on these projects, the
monthly water pumping fees and rates
customers pay are increasing to help
pay for the projects, said Jun Chang,
deputy general manager of the North
Harris County Regional Water Author-
ity—which contracts with municipal
utility districts in the Lake Houston area.

The NHCRWA increased its ground-
water pumping fee from $2 per 1,000
gallons in 2015 to $3.85 per 1,000 gal-
lons, effective April 1. In that same time,
the NHCRWA’s surface water pumping
fee has increased from $2.45 per 1,000
gallons to $4.30 per 1,000 gallons.

Similarly, the city of Houston, which
provides water to MUDs and cities—
including Humble—has increased its
water rates to fund these projects, said
Chang—who was the city of Houston’s
deputy director of Public Works before
joining the NHCRWA in 2016.

According to Houston Public Works
data, the monthly rate for a household
in the city of Houston using 7,000 gal-
lons per month in 2010 was $24.89.
Meanwhile, the monthly rate for the
same household in 2018 was $39.78.

When water providers, such as the
city of Houston and water authori-
ties, increase their rates, local entities,
like the city of Humble, then pass the
increases on to residents, Humble City
Manager Jason Stuebe said.

“Our rates have steadily been

increasing, and the only rate they have
been increasing at is the rate of which
Houston is increasing,” Stuebe said.

SUBSIDENCE, WATER DEMANDS

The Greater Houston area’s transition
from groundwater to surface water will
not reverse subsidence that has already
occurred, but it should prevent it from
getting worse, Turco said. Address-
ing subsidence is necessary because
decreases in land elevation can increase
an area’s chance of flooding.

“[Flooding] is the big reason you want
to solve the subsidence,” Turco said.
“There are other things that contribute
to flooding, but this is one we can solve.”

According to HGSD data, subsid-
ence is occurring near Kingwood. From
201318, an area near Sorters McCllellan
Road, west of Hwy. 59 and north of King-
wood Drive, has subsided an average of
1.07 centimeters per year.

In addition to mitigating subsidence,
the projects being completed through-
out the Greater Houston area will
increase the amount of water available
for the growing number of residents in
places such as the Lake Houston area.

“[The Houston] area is growing at
1million people per decade,” Kaleyatodi
said. “So, in the next two decades popu-
lation is projected to grow by 2 million.”

Tell us what you think.
Comment at communityimpact.com.
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REAL ESTATE FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

WALDEN ON LAKE HOUSTON, 77346

In addition to the views offered by its location
on Lake Houston, this neighborhood also offers
residents access to a golf course and tennis
courts. The neighborhood is also located near

MARKET DATA
HOMES SOLD (JANUARY 2019)

Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Build-out year: 1981-2018
Median square footage: 3,459
Median home value: $230,000

West Lake Houston Parkway, providing residents  HOA dues (estimated): $550-$1,044 Price range 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339
with easy access to different parts of the Lake Amenities: country club, pool, golf course, $149,999 or less 4/16 - 1/34 4/14 13/38 5/19 2/31
Houston area. location on Lake Houston $150,000-$199,999  7/50 - 16/46  11/89  14/42  13/44  17/44
Property taxes (in dollars): $200,000-$299,999  10/107  9/119  36/106  19/101  6/170  10/76  12/97
Humble ISD 1.52
Harris County MUD No. 153 0.45 $300,000-$399,999 5/96 6/121 9/92 4/180 - 2/94 2/20
Harris County 0.42 $400,000-$499,999 1/51 3/192 2/193 1/81 - 1/171 1/213
77365 Harris Health System 0.17 $500,000-$599,999 : - 10 2/117 - - -
Lone Star College System 0.11
Harris County ESD No. 10 0.10 $600,000-$799,999 - 1/201 - - - - -
Harris County Flood Control District 0.03 $800,000-$999,999 - - - - - - -
Harris County Department of Education 0.01 $1 million +
Port of Houston 0.01 mitiion . . . : . . :
Total (per $100 valuation) $2.82
MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JANUARY 2018VS. M 2019
@ Price 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396
$450,000
$400,000
Median Homes on Homes under 350,000
home value the market* contract* SO0 L
$300,000
$275,000 32 12
$250,000 +12%
-7.3% -6.8%
. . . +9.5%
Median annual Median price - Average days
E property taxes per square foot @ on the market*

$5,319 $88 105

*Asof 2/17/19 Neighborhood data provided by Deborah Rose Miller

Rose Realty» 281-380-0332 » www.facebook.com/roserealtydeborahrosemiller

+11.1% 3.2%
$200,000
$150,000
$100,000
$50,000

o

] New Section Now Open!
With Lennar homes starting from the $180s!
Furnished Model Home Open Daily!

M i LY
-$300s  Tavola
GreenEco Bui_Ideré‘:_ L‘akewood.Hem"
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BEAUTY & FITNESS

Amazing Lash Studio - Summerwood........ 21
FA5 Training - Summerwood............ccceue.. 23
DINING

AMEAEO'S ...ttt 21

Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers -

Kingwood..........ccoeieiiinieiieieniicecieieeie s 21
] Christophers Pizzaand Pasta ................... 23
Kingwood Bagel ..........ccceoevieeireeninnieccnnns 22
ENTERTAINMENT
National Youth Theater..........cccoceevenieenins 21
FOR HEALTH ol U
ct HOME & GARDEN
FOR SOCIAL RESPOl‘ﬁI‘B]LIT.Y_
< = : : ﬂ..." 0 Boxwood Home and Gifts ......................... 22
k) o B miof ] i ._'".""'ﬁ.—- e i Moore Supply Co. - Humble.........ccccc........ 20
(v TEEE W i . L G gAY AR
b : el LML, .. | R MEDICAL

Get Well Health Clinic........coeceveiiinicnnne
Kingwood Perfect Smiles

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Goode Air Conditioning & Heating Inc....... 23
RETAIL

Designer Shoe Source - Kingwood.............. 23
Picture Perfect Interiors & Gifts.................. 20

EXCITING NEWS

The long-awaited reopening of the Lake Houston Family YMCA is
right around the corner.

So many EXCITING things are happening at the Y and NOW this is the PERFECT time to become a
member of the Y family. Join today and experience all that the new Y has to offer including:

@ Expanded fitness center
./ New group fitness studios offering over 90 classes per week
@ New family activities and programs

./ Exciting new features to our already fabulous pool
We CAN'T WAIT for you to see your new home away from home—the Lake Houston Family YMCA!

ymcahouston.org/LH-2018-1

Join the Lake Houston Family YMCA
)

YMCA members on spring
and summer youth-programs.

This card is valid for one individual or
one family. Redeem at the YMCA
Welcome Center. Photo ID required.

LAKE HOUSTON FAMILY YMCA | 2420 W. Lake Houston Pkwy, Kingwood, TX 77339 | 281-360-2500

YMCA Mission: To put Judeo-Christian principles into practice through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all.
LWL Everyone is welcome.

-



INSTANT EXPOSURE

POSTCARDS * INSERTS » STICKY NOTES
Designed, printed and mailed-starting at 11¢ a piece.

TARGET ONLY THE

@ NEIGHBORHOODS

YOU WANT TO REACH

State-of-the-art targeting capabilities allow you to deliver
geographically within a radius of your business or to specific
neighborhoods that meet your demographic profile.

COMMUNITY se—

CALL TODAY 866.989.6808 IMPACT

NEwsPAPER

PICTURE PERFECT
INTERIORS & GIFTS

HOME DECOR & GIFTS STORE

NOW OPEN IN ATASCOCITA

e

Now open from 10 to 5 Tuesday-Saturday
Open late on Thursdays until 6pm

Designer products for
every style and taste.

Home Décor e Furniture ® Art ® Lamps
Designers on Staff ® Custom Floral Arrangements

5360-A FM 1960 East
Humble, TX 77346

www.ppinteriorsandgifts.com
n #ppinteriorsandgifts

Moore Supply Company, Humble’s best kept secret, has been operating in Humble,
Texas since 1969. Since opening, we have provided wholesale plumbing supplies
and an endless selection of affordable and top of the line plumbing products for all of
your home and business needs. Our sales staff provides expert service and
knowledge that online and home improvement stores cannot offer.

Stop by and visit your local plumbing supply

at 1002 N. Houston Ave. go
Humble, TX 77338 Humble Westfielg g, 5
Or give us a call at (281) 446-7131 :z

mooresupplyhouston.com

Community Impact Newspaper « communityimpact.com



SUMMERWOOD
[ (elV4~{Nclell (¢ |AmAZING LASH IZZ
TO BE BAD OUR LASHES OUTLAST YOUR WORKQUT 1o o ovisn

5
IT BETTER BE

THIS GOOD. SUMMERWOOD  #C1[ 2

(Kroger Marketplace) Y NEW SET ;
nos 281.458.0800 ° U |

#FreddysWorthlt

By L. \ - "{_

" §1 off with code: CISHREK2019 %10 off with code: CITEEN2019

/, 050 !
;Av : ’Wﬁ ONLY ol 4
STEAKBURGERS M Ses” T n
- e S £ ylLeane
Ii" m‘t _. h‘ Liwatbae rfla\ wenllobly
. . nre.Ml_rhu.fu]- T
HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS COMING SOON - PORTER! i R 'u“
BAYTOWN JERSEY VILLAGE MAGNOLIA SPRING JUNE 24-28 . MAGHOLIA
10520 I-10 E 12407 FM 1960 W 32910 FM 2978 19370 Interstate 45 Mareh 29, 7o 512 ontine | 515 at the doar '-
FSCS)EBPFEMRFSIZESI)-D gﬁ{% Katy Freeway Zg;AEES!ﬁﬁ iﬁégstfsgdahl " Mo SOMES Ll
DAIRY ASHFORD + 110 KINGWOOD Houston Pkwy S AU R T P' i H'Fr Sehool PAC F.I,Erﬂi.:ﬂ?: wE will ROCk YOU 0,
1M Dairy Ashford Road 4519 Kingwood Dr. ~ PEARLAND WAHICTD HORE! ~_
FULSHEAR LEAGUE CITY 2620 Pearland Pkwy !
26806 FM 1093 2795 Gulf Fwy S Aprdl 7. 2pm |'| irEr, ] 1'; T
A FREE CUSTARD COOKIE o .
Good for one cookie. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy's locations. ."I Visit us at www.nati Dnat‘.rﬂl.lﬂ"lthﬂatﬂ'r. org
STEAKBURGE R s° Expires 5.31.2019. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply. r
-
\ \
£ OBSERVATION KITCHEN ¢ OUTDOOR PATIOS
4 A& PRIVATE PARTY ROOM * DYNAMIC BAR T_
; : WATERFRONT ORILL
A Kingwood tradition
since 1985
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE
$8 OFF with purchase
of 2 entrees &
LUNCH 2beverages
VALID MON.-FRI. ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY
OTHER OFFER. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS. ONE
COUPON PER TABLE. DINE IN AT RAFFA'S ONLY.
OFFER EXPIRES 4/30/19
i Al L e $10 OFF TWO DINNER ENTREES OF $30 OR MORE
VALID MON.-THURS. ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS.
KINGWOOD’ TX 77339 ONE COUPON PER TABLE. DINE IN AT AMEDEQ’S ONLY. OFFER EXPIRES 4/30/19
RAFFAS.NET
281-360-1436 22704 LOOP 494 | KINGWOOD, TX 77339 | AMEDEOS.NET |281-359-4451
\_ J
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Get Well Health Clinic

Family Health & Weight Luss
<

$50

WEIGHT LOSS

Hcg Medical Weight
Loss

Bioidental Hormone
Replacement Therapy
for Men and Women

. . . . Lomaira™c
*Weight Loss Special includes Doctor visit, evaluation & (phentermine HC))
appetite suppressant prescription 8 mg tablets

832-781-4340
www.GetWellHouston.net

1420 FM 1960 Bypass Rd. E. Ste. 122 = Humble, TX 77338
11411 N. Sam Houston Pkwy. Ste. 146 * Humble, TX 77396

SPECIAL*/

S

Complimentary
Exam and X-Rays

Don't have dental insurance?
Our patients don't need it!

Get your yearly preventative care for a low
monthly fee plus save on all treatment
with our in-office membership club!

“When you sign up for our
in-office membership club

+ Patient-first care for the entire family

+ Modern, technologically driven,
state-of-the-art office that is
family owned & operated.

- Convenient location and hours
+ Most major insurances accepted

+ In-office membership club and
additional financing options available

ADVANCING ORAL HEALTH ONE SMILE AT A TIME

300 Northpark Drive, Suite 300
Kingwood, Texas 77339
Schedule your
appointment today!

(281) 306-5424

KingwoodPerfectSmiles.com

INGWOO
KBI-'&GE:LD

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

(281) 360-8006

2855 W LAKE HOUSTON PKWY STE 108, HUMBLE, TX 77339

SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH ALL DAY!

Full Menu!
Including Sandwiches and Salads

HOURS:
Monday-Friday ¢ 6AM-3PM
Saturday-Sunday ¢ 6AM-2PM

4 FREE BAGELS
W/ PURCHASE OF BAKERS DOZEN
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON
EXPIRES 4/5/13

$5 OFF PURCHASE
OF $25 OR MORE
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON
EXPIRES 4/5/19

3 FREE BAGELS
W/ PURCHASE OF 6 !
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON
EXPIRES 4/5/19

BOXWOOD

HOME & GIFT

Make your house a home! Beautiful home decor

and unique gifts at the best prices.

Spring is almost here! Shop Boxwood to add those special touches

that make your home beautiful!

ENJOY 20% OFF ONE ITEM TO GET YOUR HOME EASTER READY
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 3/31.

MONDAY-FRIDAY ) 10amM-6PM | SATURDAY ) 10AM-4PM

7040 FM 1960 EAST HUMBLE, SUITEB & C » 281-852-9999
WWW.MYBOXWOODHOME.COM

\ v
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DINE-IN « CARRYOUT - DELIVERYSSCATERING

$5 OFF g Hor Specialls

$2.50 HOUSE WINES &
WITH PURCHASE $2.00 DRAFT BEERS!
OF $25 OR MORE

All Day! 2pm-6pm
Limit 1 per table, dine in only. Not valid with N\onday, Tuesday Wednesday,

any other offers. Expires 3-31-19. & Saturday Thursday & Friday

JChristophersPizzaPasta.com @
2245 Northpark Drive (at Woodland Hills) | Kingwood, Texas 77339 | 281-358-6601

INNOVATION, MOTIVATION, RESULTS!

by NOW OPEN) 75t

WE OFFER A . A
'RSONAL TE{ ,11,(;1 EXPERIE) lgm
WlTHlN A FUN ENER lZED GROUP TRAINING E NVIRONM

Mention thls ad for a free glft when you join

M@ﬂlﬂa 413593655245
14609 West Lake Houston Pkwy #C, Houston, TX 77044
FA5training.com/Summerwood f = F45_training Summerwood

OR MORE

DESIGNE

; SOURCE :
Kingwood Drive and Green Oak
1550 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood, 77339 | 281-608-7539

ssooﬂpartnopalnl_

. . Offer Code CIMDO319 E)(Illl'esll31311201!l

$2o m*msym Reg, $88.00

Not Combined With Any Other Offers Monday-Friday 8:00AM-5:00PM
llﬁer Code CIMS0319 Exnlres 03/31/2019

"WWW.GOODEAIR.COM 281.446.6719 [ sz
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THE HEART OF
INNOVATION

Setting the pace for cardiovascular care in Greater Houston.

At Memorial Hermann, our team of world-renowned, affiliated heart physicians provides innovative cardiovascular
care — from revolutionary new medications, to minimally invasive procedures for correcting atrial fibrillation or
repairing heart valves to innovations in heart and lung transplants. These cutting-edge solutions are less traumatic
and aim to reduce a patient’s pain and recovery time. Our innovations are putting Memorial Hermann at the

forefront of advancing heart health in Greater Houston and helping our patients lead a better quality of life.

®

A

ADVANCING HEALTH

COMMUNITY

IMPACT

s NEWSPAPER
LOCAL. USEFUL. EVERYONE GETS IT.°
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