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Parents object to some boundary changes, seek appeals to keep children in current schools
Clear Creek ISD rezones schools to reduce overcrowding

BY JAKE MAGEE

The Clear Creek ISD board of trust-
ees on Feb. 25 approved recommended 
boundary changes at over a dozen 
schools eff ective for the 2019-20 school 
year to alleviate overcrowding, bring-
ing some relief to campuses in a grow-
ing area.

But not everyone approves of the 
changes. A few parents in the Rustic 
Oaks subdivision oppose the neigh-
borhood being rezoned from Gilmore 
Elementary School to Hall Elementary 
School and will seek ways to keep 
their children at Gilmore, they said.

“There’s a better solution than 

this,” Rustic Oaks parent Christine 
Parizo said.

The boundary rezoning process 
began in October aft er more than 500 
parents applied to be on the School 
Boundary Advisory Committee. Over 
30 parents served on the committee 

Texas City’s Lago Mar project 
expected to boost economy
BY JAKE MAGEE

Halfway between Houston and Galveston, the largest 
development under a single master plan along I-45 between 
Dallas and Galveston Bay is underway, and offi  cials expect 
it will bring thousands of residents and billions of taxable 
dollars to Texas City and the Greater Houston area.

The project is Lago Mar, which includes plans for over 
7,000 homes, commercial and retail development, possi-
ble expansions of the area’s petrochemical and medical 
industries, and a 12-acre Crystal Lagoon offi  cials expect will 
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Without boundary changes With boundary changesCapacity

Facing increasing enrollment and several schools 
overcapacity, Clear Creek ISD is building the 
new Campbell Elementary School and will adjust 
school boundaries and move several students be-
tween existing schools to balance populations.

SOURCE: CLEAR CREEK ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

RENDERING COURTESY LAND TEJAS

The biggest amenity coming to the Lago Mar development is 
a 12-acre Crystal Lagoon for residents and visitors alike.
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We’ve made some upgrades, and it’s a great time to visit! Walk our tree-lined campus, 
explore new spaces to work and play, and connect with the people who are here to help you 

succeed. Register to get a preview of your college experience at www.uhcl.edu/open.

WE CAN’T WAIT 
TO MEET YOU

UHCL Comm Impact - Open House - March 2019-022219-Final.indd   1 2/22/19   12:19 PM
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kelsey-seybold.com/women

Throughout your life, you take on many roles … mother, grandmother, partner, daughter, caregiver, 

and more. With every role, you want to be at your best. That’s why we’re here for you. 

From primary care doctors and OB/GYNs who guide your overall health to specialists, including 

cardiologists, dermatologists, endocrinologists, and more, our ability to streamline and simplify 

your healthcare makes it easier for you to be there for others.

BE THERE
You’re There for Others. We’re Here for You.

We’re here for you in the Bay Area: Clear Lake Clinic, 1010 South Ponds Drive, Webster 
Pasadena Clinic, 5001 E. Sam Houston Parkway S., Pasadena

24/7 Appointment Scheduling: 713-442-0000

18K0131432_KS_Womans Ad_BeThere_CI_BAY_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 1/22/19   11:08 AM
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Setting the pace for cardiovascular care in Greater Houston.
At Memorial Hermann, our team of world-renowned, affiliated heart physicians provides innovative 

cardiovascular care – from revolutionary new medications, to minimally invasive procedures for correcting 

atrial fibrillation or repairing heart valves to innovations in heart and lung transplants. These cutting-edge 

solutions are less traumatic and aim to reduce a patient’s pain and recovery time. Our innovations are putting 

Memorial Hermann at the forefront of advancing heart health in Greater Houston and helping our patients 

lead a better quality of life.

Learn more about heart care at 
Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital
at heart.memorialhermann.org
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Correction:  
Volume 1, Issue 7

Unique Jewels, Page 18

The engagement ring setting 
costs $2,045.
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works 
or something going on in 
town? Send it to bayfeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Cathy Turner
GENERAL MANAGER

cturner@communityimpact.com

Jake Magee
EDITOR
jmagee@communityimpact.com

I don’t know about you, but I just love 
springtime in the Clear Lake area. There 
are always great festivals going on and 
many opportunities to enjoy the various 
water activities that are available in our 
backyard. Be sure and check out our To-do 
list on Page 9 to see some of the events 
taking place this month. 

Have you noticed the new Lago Mar 
development right off I-45 in Texas City? 
Since everything is bigger in Texas, it is 
only appropriate that this new develop-
ment is the largest on the I-45 corridor 
between Dallas and Galveston Bay. Not 
only are there plans for over 7,000 homes, 
but they will also have a 12-acre Crystal 

Lagoon that will be available for residents 
and visitors to the area. Read our cover 
story for more information.

Our other front-page story is on the 
boundary changes for over a dozen schools 
in Clear Creek ISD that will go in effect for 
the 2019-20 school year. No one wants their 
child to change schools, but overcrowding 
has to be addressed. Read about why the 
changes are needed and how the school 
district will implement them. 

As always, we love to hear from our 
readers. Let us know what we are doing 
right, and let us know if there is a story we 
should be covering. We want to hear from 
you!

We often hear from readers and sources that their 
favorite section of the paper is the Impacts, where we 
list new businesses, future openings, anniversaries, 
expansions, closings and more.

The section is a valuable resource to readers that 
merits the many hours it takes to compile the listings 
each month. Sometimes we learn about Impacts 
through press releases, but often the information 
is uncovered during regular market drives while 
scouring for “coming soon” signs—prompting us to 
ask construction workers what they are building and 
what businesses are on their way.

Once we confirm the name of the business, its 
address, the phone number and other information, 
we publish it online, and most of them also make it 
into our print edition. Since we have several busi-
nesses opening, coming soon or closing, Impacts are 
intended to be short and not in a long-story format.

If you would like us to consider a local business as 
an Impact, we want to hear from you. Email me at 
jmagee@communityimpact.com.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR

Crystal Lagoon to add to area’s water attractions

How do we find Impacts?
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• Unlimited one on one coaching 
with Profi le Health Experts

• Personalized meal plan
• Increase activity

2875 E League City Pkwy., 
Suite 350 
League City, TX 77573
281-672-9040

3141 FM 528, Suite 358 
Friendswood, TX 77546
346-271-1060

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 

Find out why profi le works at www.profi leplan.com

You can do this!

JOIN TODAY & RECEIVE

$100 IN PROFILE CASH

A New Sustainable Approach to Weight Loss

Does not apply with other offers.
www.profi leplan.com/leaguecity

www.profi leplan.com/friendswood



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com6

NMap not to scale
 

 M
AIN

 ST.

E. MEYER AVE.

LEAGUE CITY PKWY.

B
AY A

R
EA BLVD

.

                                  C
A

LD
E

R
 D

R
.

H
O

B
B

S R
D

.

D
IC

K
IN

SO
N

 A
V

E
.

K
IR

B
Y 

RD
.

EL CAM
INO REAL

BEAM
ER RD.

DIX
IE

 FARM
 R

D.

ASTORIA
 B

LVD.

RED BLUFF RD.

SHOREACRES BLVD.

PORT DR.

O
LD

 H
W

Y.
 1

46

5TH ST.

MARINA BAY DR.

SOUTH 
SHORE BLVD.

C
O

LU
M

B
IA

 M
E

M
O

R
IA

L P
K

W
Y.

E. P
ARKW

OOD D
R.

2351

528

517

518

646

146

45

45

CLEAR LAKE

W
. W

A
LK

E
R

 ST.

EL D
ORADO B

LVD. 

PIN
ELOCH D

R.

NASA PKWY.

BLOSSOM ST.

GEMIN
I A

VE.

CORYELL ST.

E. W
ALKER ST.

GALVESTON
BAY

ARMAND BAYOU 
NATURE CENTER

CLEAR LAKE

3

3

518

G
ALVESTO

N
 RD.

G
ULF FW

Y.

DIANA LN.
SATURN LN.

M
ID

D
LEB

R
O

O
K

 D
R

.

WEBSTER

FRIENDSWOOD

96

NASSAU BAY

CLEAR LAKE CITY BLVD.

SPACE CENTER BLVD.

BAYBROOK MALL DR. EG
RET BAY BLVD.

N
. W

ESLEY D
R.

G
EN

ESIS B
LV

D
.

LEAGUE CITY

1

5

A15

19

12

13

10

14

4

16

6

SEABROOK

2

7

9

811
317

IMPACTS 5  Houston broker Randy Barr opened his 
own real estate office, Barr & Associates 
Real Estate LLC, at 210 Genesis Blvd., 
Webster, on Jan. 1. The office has a staff 
of six, but Barr expects it to grow to 10-15 
agents by the end of the year. The agents 
handle residential, commercial, acreage, 
and farm and ranch transactions.  
832-551-2277. www.rwbarr.com

6  Mariposa Apartment Homes at 
Clear Creek, 1427 FM 528, Webster, 
opened Jan. 23. The 180-unit apartment 
home community is for active adults age 
55 and older. There are one- and two-bed-
room layouts ranging from 816-1,334 
square feet and $797-$956. Amenities 
include a pool, a fitness studio, a theater, a 
business center, a library, a billiards room, a 
community center and a pavilion.  
281-316-3300.  
www.mariposaapartmenthomes.com

7  Beauty parlor 365 Lash.Spa held its 
grand opening Jan. 3 at 1784 NASA Park-
way, Houston. The business specializes in 
using surgical-grade adhesive to create 
semi-permanent eyelash extensions and 
caters to desired length, curl and thickness. 
The spa also treats the face and hair.  
281-339-7232. www.365lashspa.com

8  AmCap Home Loans, 1400 NASA 
Parkway, Houston, opened in early Febru-
ary. The business provides home loans and 
specializes in customer service. Where-
as many lenders transfer files to other 
branches and third parties, AmCap handles 
customers’ needs entirely in-house.  
281-992-5626. www.myamcap.com

9  Coronado Counseling Center 
opened its Clear Lake location in November 
at 1115 Gemini Ave., Ste. 200, Houston. The 
business provides individual, couple and 
family therapy to address topics including 
but not limited to ADHD, depression, anx-
iety, bipolar disorder and anger manage-
ment. 281-461-6220.  
www.coronadocounselingcenter 
-clearlake.com

COMING SOON

10  Originally reported to open in Decem-
ber, Ivy Kids Early Learning Center is 
now expected to open by mid-March at 

NOW OPEN

1  Indoor playground The Play Space 
opened at 1020 W. NASA Parkway, Ste. 
224, Webster, in early December. At three 
stories and 6,000 square feet, The Play 
Space is the largest playground in Texas, 
according to its website. It features 20-foot 
slides, rubber band climbers, obstacles and 
more. The business also has a monitored, 
sectioned-off area for babies and toddlers. 
281-724-0012. www.theplayspacetx.com

2  Art of Coffee opened at 1849 El Dora-
do Blvd., Houston, on Jan. 8. In addition to 
coffee, the drink bar offers items including 
frozen drinks, a variety of teas, Italian soda 
and fresh pastries from area bakeries the 
business partners with. 832-224-9117.  
www.facebook.com/artofcoffee15

3  Hyde Park Wood Fired Kitchen 
opened in early December at 247 E. NASA 
Parkway, Webster. The restaurant provides 
wood-fired pizzas, pasta and other hearth-
cooked meals, such as rotisserie chicken 

and ribs. The business also has a cocktail 
and wine bar. 832-932-5768.  
www.facebook.com/hydeparknasa

4  Seabrook Eye Center opened at 603 
Kirby Road, Seabrook, on Dec. 6. The eye-
care business tests visual acuity and uses 
the latest optometric technology, including 
digital imaging, to inspect eyes and assess 
vision. Qualified doctors are on staff to 
examine eyes for common diseases such as 
cataracts and glaucoma. 832-753-4073.  
www.seabrookeyecenter.com

TM; © 2019 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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FEATURED IMPACT—NOW OPEN

Red River Bar-B-Que & Grill expanded in early February with the opening of Red River 
Cantina next door at 1911 E. Main St., League City. While the barbecue joint is a count-
er-order restaurant serving Southern homestyle meals, the cantina is a full-service Tex-
Mex experience with a bar. 281-332-8086. www.redrivercantina.com

1925 W. League City Parkway, League City. 
Weather has delayed construction. The 
business cares for children ages 6 weeks-6 
years during the day, and its after-school 
program serves children up to age 12.  
832-670-8668. www.ivykidshobbs.com

11  Escalante’s Fine Tex-Mex & Tequila 
is opening a Bay Area location this year at 
1043 Bay Area Blvd., Webster. Contractors 
are in the process of building the restau-
rant. Escalante’s has severed traditional 
Tex-Mex food and handcrafted margaritas 
since 1993. The business, which serves 
breakfast, lunch and dinner, has six loca-
tions across Houston, The Woodlands and 
Sugar Land. 713-623-4200.  
www.escalantes.net

12  Damn Fine Coffee and Fried Pies 
plans to open by early April at 910 Hall 
Ave., Seabrook. The business sells coffee 
at local farmers markets but will expand its 
offerings with a storefront that also sells 
desserts, such as fried pies and handmade 
gelato. The business will also sell nitro cold 
brew, craft sodas and fresh coffee roasted 
on-site daily. 281-942-0954.  
www.itsdamnfine.com

13  German restaurant King’s BierHaus, 
which owners originally said would open 
this summer but was delayed to winter, 
will open by mid-March at 828 W. FM 646, 
League City. King’s Biergarten in Pearland 
offers a traditional and authentic German 
dining experience, but the League City 
location will be a fusion of American and 
German cuisine. 281-990-3042.  
www.kingsbierhaus.com

14  Aroma’s Italian Grill will open a 
location in the League City Plaza at 1601 W. 
Main St., League City, this year. The owners 
leased a 2,691-square-foot space in early 
February. Aroma’s has a La Porte location. 
Owned by a family from New York, it spe-
cializes in authentic Italian food, including 
lasagna, spaghetti, baked ziti and more.  
281-941-4257. www.aromasitaliangrill.com

RELOCATIONS

15  Brockway Realty and Brockway 
Commercial relocated to 102 E. Walker 
St., League City, on Dec. 1. The businesses 
were previously located at 550 N. Egret Bay 
Blvd., Ste. 110, League City. The businesses 

sell residential and commercial properties 
in League City, Clear Lake Shores, Nassau 
Bay, Kemah, Seabrook and Webster.  
832-225-2064. www.brockwayrealty.com, 
www.brockwaycommercial.com

ANNIVERSARIES

16  T-Bone Tom’s, 707 Hwy. 146, Kemah, 
celebrated its 45th anniversary Feb. 1. 
The restaurant began as a meat market 
and originally opened in 1974. The eatery 
serves steak, barbecue, seafood and more 
and was featured on Food Network’s “Din-
ers, Drive-ins and Dives” in 2009.  
281-334-2133. www.tbonetoms.com

NAME CHANGES

17  Clear Lake Regional Medical Center, 
500 W. Medical Center Blvd., Webster, 
celebrated its rebranding as HCA Houston 
Healthcare Clear Lake on Jan. 31. HCA is 
made up of locally managed facilities, in-
cluding 178 hospitals and 119 freestanding 
surgery centers located in 20 states and in 
the United Kingdom. 281-332-2511. 
www.hcahealthcare.com

18  Rapid Recovery Center of Webster 
changed its name to Bridgemoor Transi-
tional Care Webster on Feb. 11. The short-
term rehabilitation facility at 16130 Gal-
veston Road, Webster, offers clinical care 
to serve as a bridge between the hospital 
and home for post-surgery patients. The 
business has locations in Round Rock, Fort 
Worth and San Antonio. 832-426-7030.  
www.bridgemoorcare.com

CLOSINGS

19  Children’s clothing store Gymboree 
has filed for bankruptcy and is closing 900 
stores, including one at Baybrook Mall, 500 
Baybrook Mall Drive, Friendswood. The 
Baybrook Mall location plans to close by 
early spring, but that depends on how fast 
it clears out its inventory. The business is 
offering up to 50 percent off items.  
281-286-2577. www.gymboree.com

 COMPILED BY ALEX GRANT 
AND JAKE MAGEE

News or questions about the Bay Area? 
Email us at baynews@communityimpact.com.

No Money Down | Low Monthly Payment

Why Wait to Replace Your A/C System
Trade in Your Clunker and $ave

HURRY
OFFER ENDS 
IN 30 DAYS

CALL TODAY! 281-724-5562 | www.VanderfordAir.com

Combined Rebates up to

$2,500 OFF on Select 
Systems

3 Months No Payments!
Payments as low as $98.60 per month
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WE’VE CHANGED OUR
NAME TO REFLECT
OUR COMMITMENT TO 
THE CLEAR LAKE AREA

Houston Methodist Clear Lake is growing 
to meet our community’s needs.
Our expansion includes new specialized services, as well as the most 

advanced technology and procedures available, to ensure patients receive 

the highest quality treatment and care — right here in our community.

We offer:

• Advanced imaging

• Breast Care Center

• Cancer Center

• Cardiovascular care

• Emergency services

• Neurology

• Orthopedics and sports medicine

• Primary care

• Urology and urogynecology

• Weight loss surgery

• Women’s services

LEAGUE CITY
345

96

FRIENDSWOOD

HOUSTON METHODIST 
CLEAR LAKE HOSPITAL

NASSAU
BAY

HOUSTON METHODIST 
PRIMARY CARE GROUP

HOUSTON METHODIST 
PHYSICIAN CLINICS

HOUSTON METHODIST 
PRIMARY CARE GROUP

HOUSTON METHODIST 
PRIMARY CARE GROUP

528

2351

518

146

345

Visit houstonmethodist.org/clearlake
or call 281.333.8899 to schedule
an appointment.
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MARCH 23

Run in a dog-filled race
La Porte is hosting Pet Palooza, which 
features a 1-mile “doggie dash.” There 
will be pet-related vendors, free goodies, 
food and music. 9-11 a.m. Free. Little 
Cedar Bayou Park/Dog Park, 600 Little 
Cedar Bayou Drive, La Porte.  
281-471-5020. www.ci.la-porte.tx.us 
/970/pet-palooza-ft-1-mile-doggie-dash

MARCH 9

Enjoy some fresh crawfish
The ZTL Educational Foundation is hosting 
its annual crawfish cookout. All proceeds 
benefit graduates in communities in 
northern Galveston and southern Harris 
counties. Noon-4 p.m. $25 (all you can 
eat), $75 (VIP service). Walter Hall Park, 
807 N. Hwy. 3, League City. 
www.eventbrite.com

See a full list of events at communityimpact.com/events.

MARCH 30

Learn to sail the open seas
The Clear Lake Sailing Club is hosting 
an annual meeting to kick off this year’s 
planned sailing events, including ones 
to introduce residents to sailing skills. 
10 a.m. Free. Evelyn Meador Branch 
Library, 2400 N. Meyer Ave., Seabrook. 
www.clearlakesailingclub.org

COURTESY CLEAR LAKE SAILING CLUB

 COMPILED BY  ALEX GRANTLOCAL EVENTS

MARCH 21

Enjoy an elegant evening
The 10th Annual Keels and Wheels Un-
corked fundraiser for Today’s Harbor for 
Children will include fine wines and food, 
as well as a live and silent auction. 7-10 
p.m. $75. Lone Star Flight Museum, 11551 
Aerospace Ave., Houston. 713-521-0105. 
www.eventbrite.com/e/keels-wheels- 
uncorked-tickets-54426197221

MARCH 9-10

Camp at the Space Center
Space Center Houston is hosting a family 
campout, which includes a buffet dinner, 
hands-on STEM activities, a campsite, 
buffet breakfast and more. 4:30 p.m.-10 
a.m. $59.95 (per person). Space Center 
Houston, 1601 E. NASA Parkway, Hous-
ton. 281-244-2100.  
www.spacecenter.org

MARCH 28

Support the rotary club
The Rotary Club of League City will host 
its annual spring fundraiser, Brews N 
More. Enjoy craft beer, hors d’oeuvres, 
live entertainment, raffle prizes and 
more. $40. 5:30-8:30 p.m. South Shore 
Harbour Resort and Conference Center, 
2500 South Shore Blvd., League City. 
www.leaguecityrotary.com

MARCH 30

Play for a good cause
League City is hosting its second annual 
Guns vs. Hoses charity softball game. This 
charity event will include a corn hole tour-
nament, derby, hit and throw competition, 
silent auction and more. 3-8 p.m. Prices 
vary per event. Lynn Gripon Park at Coun-
tryside, 100 Alderwood St., League City. 
281-554-1000. www.leaguecity.com

MARCH 23

Enjoy a fancy car show
Lone Star Region of the Porsche Club of 
America is hosting its annual Concours 
d’Elegance at the Kemah Boardwalk. 
There will be over 50 cars, and a vote 
will be held for the fan favorite. 8 a.m.-
noon. Free. Kemah Boardwalk, 215 
Kipp Ave., Kemah. www.facebook.com/
events/129202108000510/

WORTH THE TRIP | THROUGH MARCH 17

Attend the Houston Rodeo
The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
includes concerts, a livestock show, a 
barbecue contest, carnival rides, games, 
food and more. Prices and times vary per 
event. NRG Stadium, 3 NRG Parkway, 
Houston. 832-667-1000. 
wwww.rodeohouston.com

COURTESY HOUSTON LIVESTOCK SHOW AND RODEO

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, business openings, 
meetings and more in the month of March

Find more or submit Bay Area events at communityimpact.com/bay-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

1406 West Main St. (FM 518)
(281) 554-3265 • htbna.com

Our 
Local

People
Make the
Difference

Great Rates! Local People!  
Personal Service! 
Easy Decision!



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10

Our Future 
Has A New Name 
Recently, HCA Houston Healthcare has branded our Houston market 
with a new name. As a patient, you can expect high-quality care and 
a clinical team committed to your health, for all your needs.

In addition, the hospitals within the HCA Houston Healthcare network 
will continue to accept the same insurance plans.

Care. Above All Else.
Our goal is to provide exceptional care to every patient at every hospital. 
’Care. Above all else.’ represents our commitment to patient-centered 
care through our communities, convenient and comprehensive care 
access points, industry-shaping advances and best practices, and 
collaboration with physicians and nursing. 

Learn more about our commitment to care. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment please visit HCAHoustonhealthcare.com

The HCA Houston 
Healthcare family includes:
The Woman’s Hospital of Texas

Texas Orthopedic Hospital

HCA Houston Healthcare Clear Lake

HCA Houston Healthcare Conroe

HCA Houston Healthcare Cypress Fairbanks

HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood

HCA Houston Healthcare Mainland

HCA Houston Healthcare Medical Center

HCA Houston Healthcare North Cypress

HCA Houston Healthcare Northwest

HCA Houston Healthcare Pearland 

HCA Houston Healthcare Southeast

HCA Houston Healthcare
 Specialty Hospital | Medical Center 

HCA Houston Healthcare Tomball

HCA Houston Healthcare West

DIV-19-008 Community Impact Ad_v2.indd   1 2/15/19   8:49 AM
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Timeline: February-early 2024 
Cost: $201 million 
Funding sources: federal government 
($160.8 million), TxDOT ($40.2 million)

3  I-45 widening

The Texas Department of Transportation 
on March 1 began flipping the intersection 
of Interstate 45 and FM 646. FM 646 runs 
over I-45, but by the end of the year, I-45 
will pass over FM 646. Motorists traveling 
along FM 646 at I-45 will have to detour 
to FM 517 or Hwy. 96 during six months of 
construction. The intersection flip is one 
of many projects along the interstate as 
TxDOT widens it from six to eight lanes all 
the way to Galveston.

Timeline: November 2016-2021 
Cost: $222 million 
Funding sources: TxDOT ($142 million), 
federal government ($80 million)

4  Dickinson Avenue reconstruction

About 2 miles of Dickinson Avenue from 
Walker Street to FM 646 will be recon-
structed to better accommodate drainage. 
When complete, the road will be a two-lane 
concrete street with curb and gutter and 
underground storm sewers from Walker 
to League City Parkway and open ditches 
from League City Parkway to FM 646.

Timeline: January-late 2019 
Cost: $7 million 
Funding sources: Galveston County ($6 
million), city of League City ($1 million)

UPCOMING PROJECTS
5  North Landing Boulevard  

extension

About 1.7 miles of a four-lane, urban-divid-
ed boulevard will be constructed to extend 
Landing Boulevard north to I-45. Two 
bridges are included in this project, includ-
ing a 2,800-foot bridge that will go over 
Clear Creek. It is expected the project will 
receive environmental clearance by May.

Timeline: 2020-2022 
Cost: $49.5 million 
Funding sources: federal government 
($31.3 million), city of League City ($18.2 
million)

1  Calder Drive improvements

This 5,600-foot stretch between Turner 
Street and Ervin Street has been converted 
to a two-way street with a shared center 
turn lane and curb and gutter. The road 
reopened to two-way traffic in February.

Timeline: April 2017-February 2019 
Cost: $10.9 million 
Funding source: city of League City ($6.9 
million), Galveston County ($4 million)

COMPLETED PROJECTS ONGOING PROJECTS
2  Hwy. 146 widening

The Texas Department of Transportation on 
Feb. 13 broke ground on a five-year project 
to widen Hwy. 146 between Red Bluff Road 
in Seabrook and Hwy. 96 in Kemah. The 
road will be widened from four to six lanes, 
and four lanes of express lane bridges will 
be built for motorists who want to bypass 
traffic headed to local destinations. Several 
businesses have been displaced to make 
way for the project.

COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE AND EMILY DAVIS TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
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All information on this page was updated as of  
2/15/19. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at baynews@communityimpact.com.

HOW IT WORKS

Drivers must move over 
or slow down to pass 
emergency vehicles
The Texas Department of Public Safety 
helps enforce the Move Over/Slow 
Down law to protect certain vehicles 
stopped on the side of the road.

The law passed in 2003 requires drivers 
to either move over a lane or slow down 
for vehicles stopped on the side of the 
road with activated emergency lights. 
Those include police, fire, emergency 
medical services, DPS troopers and tow 
trucks, according to the law.

If the road has multiple lanes traveling in 
the same direction, drivers must vacate 
the lane closest to stopped vehicles. If 
drivers do not have an opportunity to 
change lanes, they must slow down to  
20 mph below the speed limit when 
passing stopped vehicles, the law states.

Last year, more than 41,000 warnings 
and citations were issued for violations of 
the law, according to DPS.

Violations can result in a fine of up to 
$200, or $500 with property damage. 
The law includes more severe penalties, 
including jail time, if someone gets hurt, 
according to the law.
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Officials back Grand Parkway progress, 
request completed traffic study
BY HALEY MORRISON

The League City City Council and 
the Galveston County Commission-
ers Court have issued resolutions 
encouraging the Texas Department of 
Transportation to look at a traffic and 
revenue study for Segment B of the 
Grand Parkway. 

Segment B would run from Hwy. 288 
to I-45 through Brazoria and Galveston 
counties and through League City. The 
segment is a part of the Grand Park-
way, which is a third loop of toll roads 
running through several counties 
around Houston.

 The discussion over Grand Parkway 
Segment B is starting up again as the 
deadline for the county to decide who 
has primacy for the project passed in 
January, said Galveston County Com-
missioner Ken Clark, who requested 
the county’s resolution. The governing 
body with primacy over the project 
would design, construct and operate 
the toll road.  

Clark does not believe the county 
will be held to the original deadline 
because TxDOT has not completed the 
traffic and revenue study.

“The county was waiting to see 
what the revenue study said before 
deciding if we wanted to move ahead 
with primacy or relinquish primacy,” 
Clark said. “Nobody builds a road 
without understanding the cost and 
revenue. I mean, that’s just basic busi-
ness sense.”

Segment B is expected to be com-
pleted before Segment C, which would 
connect Segment B to the rest of the 
existing Grand Parkway. However, 
this could change, said TxDOT Public 

Information Officer Danny Perez. 
On one hand, the county and TxDOT 

need the population to support the 
project being built, which Segment B 
can already provide, Perez said.

“The growth is going to come, but 
it’s a matter of prioritizing money now 
or later,” he said.

On the other hand, it might not be 
as useful to build a toll segment that 
does not connect to the majority of 
the toll road, Perez said. This might 
make a difference in whether or not 
Galveston County asks for primacy, 
Clark said.

“TxDOT is generating some excess 
funds from the Grand Parkway system, 
and they can probably absorb lower 
ridership longer than the Galveston 
County taxpayers can,” Clark said.

For Segment B to be built, the 
traffic and revenue study has to be 
completed to determine if a toll road 
is viable. The study looks at growth 
patterns and traffic in the area to 
determine how much money a toll 
road would make were it to exist. 

League City has surpassed the pop-
ulation estimates that had been set for 
2019, League City City Manager John 
Baumgartner said. According to data 
from the United States Census Bureau, 
League City had nearly 105,000 resi-
dents in 2017. 

If the traffic and revenue study did 
not determine the toll road would be 
completely viable, the city would have 
the option to financially support a 
portion of the toll road, Baumgartner 
said.

“We would hope that when TxDOT 
completes the traffic and revenue 

study, then they would find the cor-
ridor to be toll-viable,” Baumgartner 
said. “If the study says it is not toll 
feasible, then we as a community … 
will then have to make a decision if it 
is possible for us to close any shortfall 
that may exist.”

The toll road would provide traffic 
congestion relief, officials said. Both 
Baumgartner and Clark said the toll 
road would provide another evacua-
tion route in case of an emergency like 
Hurricane Harvey.

“We have to look at the help it 
would provide to I-45 or Hwy. 288,” 
Perez said.

In League City, the toll road would 
not only provide east-to-west transpor-
tation, but it would also help deter-
mine how the west side of the city 

could further develop, Baumgartner 
said.

“It would influence pace of devel-
opment and type of development 
we get,” Baumgartner said. “We are 
a growing suburb. We will probably 
be north of 110,000 [when the] next 
census comes out. It’s a good problem 
to have.” 

On a larger scale, Lt. Gov. Dan Pat-
rick in November 2017 asked for the 
state to halt the construction of toll 
roads, which Baumgartner believes 
might have halted toll road projects, 
including the Grand Parkway.

“We understand the toll/nontoll 
conversation is important,” Baumgart-
ner said. “We would like every road 
in the state to be a nontoll facility, but 
there is no such thing as a free road.” 

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

TRANSPORTATION

GRAND STANDINGS
Segment B will stretch from Hwy. 288 in Brazoria County to I-45 in Galveston 
County. Construction has yet to start, but some characteristics are known:
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• Segment B will likely be built before segments A and C.
• It will be a 28-mile, four-lane access toll road.
• Along with the toll road, there will frontage roads from 

I-45 to Hwy. 35 and on to Hwy. 288.
• The toll road will stretch through both Brazoria and 

Galveston counties.

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY IN THE BAY AREA SINCE 1996

Visit coastaleyeassociates.com  or call

Proudly Supporting Our Bay Area Communities

(281) 488-7213
for an appointment

Laurel Court Nursing Home
Texas Children’s Hospital

Texas EquuSearch
The Rio at Mainland Center

Z Team Radio Ministries

Alvin Rotary-Astros Luncheon

Doctors Without Borders

Guerrero Crystal Foundation 
2017

Heartis Clear Lake

GALVESTON
BAY

Fort Bend 
County

Harris 
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Clear Creek ISD strives to combat youth 
suicide with various trainings, programs
BY GIOVANN ROSALES

With the addition of 15 student-sup-
port counselors to address school 
safety, Clear Creek ISD staff is at work 
identifying those with mental health 
issues, including those at risk for 
suicide.

Suicide is the second-leading cause 
of death among school-aged children 
and adolescents in the United States. 
In 2016, over 6,150 Americans ages 
10-24 took their own lives, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

Natalie Uranga, director of coun-
seling and student services for CCISD, 
wants to make sure the district is pre-
pared to handle 
students expe-
riencing mental 
health problems 
and suicidal 
thoughts.

“My job is to 
ensure that we 
try through the 
schools to be preventative and that 
we are also responsive to students in 
crisis,” Uranga said.

CCISD offers two types of training to 
address mental health.

An annual mental health awareness 
training session is a requirement for 
all staff. The 45-minute class teaches 
staff how to identify and respond to 
students displaying signs of a mental 
health crisis.

In addition to the annual training, in 
January 2015, the district was awarded 
a Project Advancing Wellness and 
Resilience Education, or AWARE, grant 
that helped fund its Youth Mental 
Health First Aid program, a more 

intense course that covers mental 
illness among students.

“We also provide a much more 
in-depth training,” Uranga said. “We 
have 10 certified youth first aid trainers 
in CCISD, and we are very diligent in 
making sure that we have at least one 
of those classes available each month.”

Since starting the Youth Mental 
Health First Aid program, CCISD has 
trained more than 537 participants. The 
eight-hour course is available to teach-
ers, staff and the community, she said.

According to the CDC, self-in-
flicted violence is defined by sui-
cide, attempted suicide and suicidal 

ideation. Suicidal 
ideation is when 
a person thinks, 
considers or plans 
on suicide. CCISD 
uses the Colum-
bia-Suicide Sever-
ity Rating Scale 
to help gauge the 

severity of students’ mental health 
problems, Uranga said.

“We have very specific protocols and 
procedures in place,” she said. “If we 
think a student is potentially at risk 
for suicide, we use an evidence-based 
screener to help us identify suicidol-
ogy, intent and planning, and that 
helps us understand where that stu-
dent is in terms of risk level.”

After unveiling the results of the 
screening, CCISD will provide parents 
with a list of resources and options for 
engaging mental health care providers 
through families’ insurance providers 
or various agencies to give students the 
level of treatment needed. 

In some instances, insurance com-
panies will not provide sufficient help 
to families. CCISD is trying to secure 
grants to provide psychological therapy 
to uninsured or underinsured students, 
Uranga said.

CCISD also has tools and resources 
available to staff, students and parents. 
One option is to report at-risk students 
through the district’s online, anony-
mous reporting tool, See Something 
Say Something, Uranga said.

Additionally, CCISD counsel-
ors will take referrals in complete 

confidentiality from teachers, students 
and parents. Custodians are helpful, 
too, because they witness daily interac-
tions between students, she said.

Uranga encourages residents to 
collaborate with schools and combat 
the alarming rate of youth suicide by 
calling the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline at 800-273-8255 if residents or 
students display suicidal tendencies.

“CCISD’s goal is to partner with 
parents not just in education but in 
supporting the whole development of 
their child,” Uranga said.

EDUCATION

“CCISD’S GOAL IS TO PARTNER 
WITH PARENTS NOT JUST IN 
EDUCATION BUT IN SUPPORTING 
THE WHOLE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THEIR CHILD.”

— NATALIE URANGA, DIRECTOR OF COUNSELING 
AND STUDENT SERVICES FOR CLEAR CREEK ISD

Nationally, suicide is the second-leading cause of death for 
people ages 10-24, second only to unintentional injury. 

Clear Creek ISD staff follows steps and 
uses the Columbia-Suicide Severity Rating 
Scale to determine how at risk students 
might be for hurting themselves.

LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH IN 2016

DETERMINING RISK

SOURCE: CLEAR CREEK ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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DEATHS
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Involve parents, even for 
low-risk students.

 Ask the students 
questions.

 Understand where the stu-
dents are in terms of risk level.

Depending on where the students land on the scale, counselors will help 
the families understand the necessity of quickly reaching out for help.

2018/19 SEASON Presented by Opus Ocean Grille

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS TODAY      
www.uhcl.edu/bayoutheater or 281-283-2065

 ROALD DAHL’S

WILLY WONKA
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In collaboration with Bay Area Houston  
Ballet & Theatre
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CITY NOTES

League City officials detail $145 million drainage, traffic bonds in May 4 election during first public meeting
LEAGUE CITY  The city on Feb. 7 hosted 

the first of several planned meetings to 
educate the public about three propo-
sitions to address flooding and traffic 
concerns that will be on the ballot  
May 4.

The first is to approve $73 million 
worth of bonds to mitigate drainage 
issues. The city has identified $121 
million worth of drainage projects 
through six studies of neighborhoods 
that flooded the worst after Hurricane 
Harvey. A total of 21 drainage projects 
are included in the bonds.

The second is to approve $72 million 
worth of bonds to address traffic 
congestion and mobility concerns. A 
total of 10 traffic projects, including a 
$5 million extension of Grand Parkway, 
are in the bonds.

One project not included in the traffic 
bonds would be to extend Palomino 
Lane north over Clear Creek. Neighbors 
near Palomino Lane have protested its 
extension for over a decade, especially 
considering Landing Boulevard less 
than a mile to the east will be expanded 
within the next few years. Neighbors’ 

objections prompted League City City 
Council to leave Palomino out of the 
bonds.

Sarah Greer Osborne, League City’s 
director of communications and media 
relations, said the last time bonds were 
on a League City ballot was 1992.

Last is a proposition to increase 
League City’s sales tax rate 0.25 percent 
for a total of 8.25 percent, a full 2 
percent of which would go to the city. 
If approved, the sales tax rate increase 
would offset the need to increase 
property tax rates to afford the $145 
million in bonds, city officials have 
said. Officials estimate the sales tax rate 
increase would bring in an additional 
$3.3 million in revenue the first year 
alone.

On the ballot, residents will see 
Proposition C asks voters whether they 
are for or against adopting a local sales 
tax rate of 1.25 percent. In League City, 
1 percent of sales tax goes to the city’s 
general fund, and the proposal would 
increase it to 1.25 percent. State law 
requires ballot language state the pro-
posed sales tax rate, not the increase, 

News from League City and Seabrook COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE

city officials said.
If all three propositions pass, the 

city’s property tax rate will hardly be 
affected, if at all. Officials said if both 
bonds pass but the sales tax rate does 
not that property tax rates will increase 
$0.014 per $100 valuation, or about $28 
annually for a $250,000 home.

If the first two propositions fail, 
League City would be restricted by law 
from issuing alternative debt to pay 
for the projects. It would be up to City 
Council if the city could go out to voters 
for restructured bonds or pay in cash 
for what projects it could afford, City 
Manager John Baumgartner said.

Osborne said more projects cannot be 
added if the bonds are passed.

“We can’t add other projects,” she 
said. “This is the final list of projects.”

However, if the city gets additional 
money from other revenue sources or 
some projects cost less than expected, 
the city could end up with extra funds 
to use on other projects, Osborne said.

City Manager John Baumgartner said 
the average timeline for such projects is 
three years, if things run smoothly.

“We project this program to be a five- 
to seven-year program from beginning 
to end,” he said.

Osborne pointed out the drainage 
bonds will not address regional solu-
tions to flooding. League City officials 
are putting together possible regional 
solutions with plans to bring them 
before various watershed steering 
committees. Such solutions will total 
hundreds of millions of dollars, and 
that initiative will not take root for five 
to 10 years, Baumgartner said.

Early voting runs April 22-26 and 
29-30. Visit www.leaguecity.com/ 
election2019 for more information.

Proposition A: 

$73 million for drainage fixes

Proposition C: 

Raising sales tax rate 0.25¢

Proposition B: 

$72 million for traffic fixes

SOURCE: CITY OF LEAGUE CITY/ COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER
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News from League City and Seabrook COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE

MEETINGS

League City City Council 
200 W. Walker St., League City 
Next meetings: 
March 12 and 26 at 6 p.m.

Clear Creek ISD board of trustees 
2425 E. Main St., League City 
Next meeting: March 25 at 6 p.m.

Mayor: Seabrook ready for five-year Hwy. 146 project

City officials are assessing Helen Hall Library’s needs

SEABROOK    The five-year project to 
widen Hwy. 146 through the Bay Area 
began Feb. 13, and Seabrook is ready, 
Mayor Thom Kolupski said at a Clear 
Lake Area Chamber of Commerce lun-
cheon Jan. 30.

By 2045, the Houston area will have 
61 percent more residents, 50 percent 
more jobs and 61 percent more vehi-
cles, Texas Department of Transpor-
tation engineer Melody Galland said. 
Discussions about widening Hwy. 146 
to accommodate that increase have 
been on Seabrook’s radar since the 
1990s. 

“Today, it’s a reality,” Kolupski said. 
“The city of Seabrook is ready. We’ve 
planned on this for a long time.”

Dozens of Seabrook businesses have 
had to relocate or permanently close 
over the past several months to make 
way for the project that will add a four-
lane express bridge along the west side 
of the existing Hwy. 146 bridge, which 
will be widened to six lanes. Kolupski 
said he was saddened by the loss but 
that new businesses will be drawn to 
the city as the project gets underway.

“We’ve had a lot of interest in busi-
nesses coming to the corridor,” he said. 
“I think we’re going to see a very nice 
growth over the next few years. It may 
be slow right now, but we are seeing a 
lot of interest.”

The city plans to upgrade its aesthet-
ics to accommodate the project and 
draw people in. For instance, traffic 
signal poles will be painted white to 
look like sailboat masts, Kolupski said.

Kolupski said despite the headaches 
and challenges the project will cause, 
the city will benefit.

“We will get through it,” he said. “...
The opportunities that are going to 
arise through this project are going to 
be great.”

LEAGUE CITY  Despite there being no 
bond on the May 4 ballot to address 
needs at the Helen Hall Library, staff 
have hired consultants, held meetings 
and created an online survey to deter-
mine the library’s needs.

Library advocates for months have 
been promoting the idea of opening 
a library on League City’s west side. 
Consultants are gathering feedback to 
determine what, if anything, is neces-
sary, including building a new library 
branch and expanding or renovating 
the existing library.

Library staff held a public meeting 
Feb. 6 to discuss needs. Library archi-
tect Maureen Arndt with 720 Design led 
a presentation of other libraries with 
amenities she has designed and asked 
attendees what they would like to see.

Several residents said the library 
should be a community center and 
include play spaces, outdoor plazas, 
meeting rooms, cafes and other ameni-
ties to make it a destination. The exist-
ing library has only one meeting room, 
which leads to scheduling conflicts, one 
resident said.

Others said they want to see the 
library move toward the future with 

League City 
residential survey

the latest technology. Others said they 
avoid going to the library due to traffic.

Consultants and staff will use feed-
back from meetings, surveys, inter-
views and city administration to pro-
vide conceptual designs, including cost 
estimates, for possible solutions, Teresa 
Potter-Reyes, assistant city librarian for 
access services, wrote in an email to 
Community Impact Newspaper.

76% DO NOT 
SUPPORT 
the bond

24% SUPPORT 
a $24.5 million
library bond

BY 2045 
HOUSTON WILL HAVE:

MORE RESIDENTS61%

MORE VEHICLES61% 
MORE JOBS50%

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: CITY OF LEAGUE CITY/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

Why wait another day to find the solution to your 
neck and back pain? Call us today for an 

appointment within 48 hours. 

281-645-5611
or visit 

HPHspine.com

Getting BACK
TO A BETTER YOU

At Houston Physicians’ Hospital, we take spine 
care seriously, and we know that neck and back 

pain can be life-altering. 

That’s why we offer: 

• Appointments within 48 hours
• No referral needed

Proud to be physician owned. Houston Physicians’ Hospital complies with applicable Federal civil 
rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability or 
sex. Houston Physicians’ Hospital cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y 

no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo.
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LEAGUE CITY 
1615 LEAGUE CITY PKWY., STE. 300

KATY
430 S. MASON RD., STE. 101

PEARLAND
2950 CULLEN PKWY., STE. 102

SUGAR LAND
1235 LAKE POINTE PKWY., STE. 200

MEDICAL
PSORIASIS
ECZEMA
ROSACEA
ACNE
ANY SKIN CONDITIONS 
INCLUDING SKIN 
CANCERS

COSMETIC
ALL INJECTABLES
FILLERS
BOTOX
LASER TREATMENTS 
INCLUDING LASER HAIR 
REMOVAL
SCLEROTHERAPY
COOLSCULPTING

SURGICAL
SKIN CANCER EXCISIONS 
(MOHS)
BENIGN EXCISIONS
CYST REMOVAL
OTHER MINOR SKIN 
SURGERIES

Call or visit our website to schedule 
your appointment today!  281.665.4444

A D V A N C E D D E R M A T O L O G Y M D . C O M

We specialize in comprehensive Medical, Cosmetic and Surgical dermatology for patients of all ages!

LEAGUE CITY 

COMING

 SOON!

I have gone to Advanced Dermatology for 8 years now. For most of my 
life I’ve had horrible acne, but the doctors there continuously give me new 
options. They never told me there was nothing else to try, and now I can 
happily say my acne is under control and has been for several years now. 
I would trust them with anything, and every staff member is fantastic. I 

cannot say enough good things about Advanced Dermatology.

“
”

Same day, evening and Saturday appointments are now available!
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A   bout 15 years ago, Lisa Piper used to set up at 
Bay Area farmers markets to sell sustainable 

clothing, herbal bath salts and other goods. Four or 
five times a week, customers would tell her they did 
not have access to the healthy food they needed.

Piper filled that gap by opening Natural Living 
Organic Food Co-op & Cafe, which has been growing 
over the past decade.

“Clearly, the community is there,” she said. “They 
just need to be culminated together.”

Natural Living is a healthy food store that sells 
organic produce and goods. It is simultaneously 
a food co-op for paying members who chip in to 
receive fresh, natural food on a weekly basis. The 
business even has a vegan cafe and small farmers 
market.

The business started in Piper’s home but quickly 
grew, relocating to a detached garage which eventu-
ally needed a carport. Now, it operates out of a small 
League City house Piper rents.

“Now we’re bursting at the seams,” she said.
Piper, a foodie, was a picky eater as a child, and 

she developed food allergies and celiac disease as 
an adult. Instead of becoming discouraged, Piper 
realized food can be a medicine and wanted to share 
that knowledge and joy with others, she said.

“This is how I live normally, so the evolution of 
this was natural for me,” Piper said.

Piper hopes her business not only provides fresh 
and organic food to customers but helps them 
understand where their food is coming from and 
whom and what they are supporting by buying it. 
Natural Living even offers classes to those who want 
to get the most out of their food, she said.

The business is a judgement-free zone and helps 
everyone with their “health journeys,” Piper said.

Customers can become members to buy into 
Natural Living’s co-op, which allows members to get 
produce at bulk prices. The co-op is more than just 
a group that shares food; it is a community, Piper 
said.

“That’s why it works better—because it’s connect-
ing people with people … and people with food in 
our community,” she said.

BY JAKE MAGEE

1: Lisa Piper has owned Natural Living for over a 
decade. 2: Natural Living features a vegan cafe. 3: The 
business sells items besides food and produce, includ-
ing jewelry and dreamcatchers. 

Natural Living Organic 
Food Co-op & Cafe
Healthy grocer wants to reconnect food to community

2
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Natural Living Organic Food Co-op & Cafe

219 N. Michigan Ave., 
League City

832-632-2937

www.shopnaturalliving.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu., Sat. 9 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. N

N. M
ICHIGAN AVE.

RAILRO
AD AVE.

N
. PARK AVE.

3RD ST.

2ND ST.

Membership benefits
Though not necessary to shop at Natural Living, those 
who choose to become an annual member starting at 
$42 can: 

 Order fresh produce shares weekly 

 Order bulk nonproduce items 

 Preorder goods from local farmers and bakers 

 Order specialty meats at discount prices 

  Get a 10 percent discount on dry goods and pack- 
 aged foods 

 Get a discount on Natural Living classes and events
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SATURDAY, MARCH 30

Second Annual Charity Softball Game
7 p.m. at Countryside Park

100 Alderwood, League City 77573

Silent Auction
Raffle Prizes

Corn Hole 
Tournament

(12 participants 
max, $20 
entry fee)

ALL 
PROCEEDS
GO TO THE 
LEAGUE CITY 
BLUE SANTA 
program

3 p.m.: Kids Run, Hit, & Throw - Round 1
(30 spots, ages 9 to 13, $20 entry fee)

5 p.m.: HR Derby - 4 first responders and 4 citizens 
(top 2 hitters will hit in finals) $100 per spot

Run, Hit, & Throw finals (top 3) will take place on the 
big field between the HR Derby and softball game.
Prizes will be awarded to the run, hit, and throw 3 finalists.

Bounce houses  |  Food vendors  |  Activities between innings

Academy Sports + Outdoors

For more information, email Officer Zavesky at daryl.zavesky@leaguecitytx.gov 
or Chris Sabin at chris.sabin@leaguecitytx.gov.

Prizes from our sponsors:
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Tookie’s Burgers

406 Texas Ave., Kemah

281-942-9334

www.tookiesburgers.com

Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 
p.m., Fri.-Sat.11 a.m.-11 
p.m.

NMap not to scale
6TH ST.

146

3RD ST.

4TH ST.

4TH ST.

C
A

R
O

LY
N

 ST.

6TH ST.

TE
X

A
S A

V
E

.

DINING FEATURE

THREE DISHES TO TRY

Buffalo chicken sandwich ($6.99)
The chicken is tossed in a buttery buffalo sauce and 
served on a bun with homemade ranch dressing.

Mamma Ethel’s onion rings ($3.99)
The restaurant is known for its onion rings, which are 
hand-battered and made with Tookie’s original recipe.

The BBQ burger ($6.49) is crowned with one of Tookie’s signature 
oversized onion rings.

Owner Barry Terrell bought Tookie’s 
Burgers after Hurricane Ike in 2008. He 
has since opened Tookie’s Seafood.

Tookie’s Burgers
Local restaurateur carries on 
burger legacy in Bay Area

T   ookie’s Burgers has been a local staple in the 
Bay Area for decades, and it has gained 

notoriety through the years for mainstay specialty 
items as unusual as the restaurant’s made-up name.

Barry Terrell purchased the restaurant after Hurri-
cane Ike in 2008, and he has kept it mostly identical 
to when it originally opened in 1975.

The burger joint never freezes its meat. Local 
bakeries make the buns, and almost everything else 
is made from scratch. Terrell’s staff still uses original 
recipes from 1975 to create Tookie’s signature meals, 
such as No. 99, a wine-marinated burger, and the 
bean burger, which comes topped with refried beans 
and Fritos.

One thing that has changed is the restaurant’s 
location.

The Texas Department of Transportation forced Ter-
rell, along with dozens of other business owners, to 
relocate or close their businesses to make way for the 
Hwy. 146 widening project that started in February.

Terrell searched for alternative spaces in Seabrook, 
but he could not resist the perfect spot just down the 
road in Kemah, and Tookie’s new location opened 
there in March 2018. While searching, Terrell knew 
he needed a building with space for a patio, a bigger 
kitchen and adequate parking. 

“This covered them all,” Terrell said.
The building took some work. It was previously a 

hibachi restaurant, so floors had to be removed and 
new walls had to be built. The patio will have a new 
roof in time for the summer.

When the roof and the Hwy. 146 work is done, Ter-
rell will still be at the Kemah location, but he hopes to 
one day relocate Tookie’s back to Seabrook.

“That’s where it belongs,” he said.
Terrell has had success with other restaurants. He 

overtook T-Bone Tom’s 20 years ago, and he has since 
opened Tookie’s Seafood. He and his wife, Melissa, 
are co-owners of the restaurants.

“A lot of people get into the restaurant business, 
and they love it,” he said. “I was one of them.”

BY JAKE MAGEE

16626 Sea Lark Rd. • www.sealarkchiro.com • (281) 488-0111

NOW OPEN! Check website for services.
Call for Appointment Today!

NEW PATIENT
Complimentary Posture 
Screen & Analysis

Bay Area
Farmers Market
EVERY SUNDAY
YEAR ROUND
11:00am - 3:00pm
Baybrook Mall Parking Lot
(next to Sleep Number)

www.bayareafarmersmarkettexas.com
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and came up with original recommen-
dations they altered aft er several public 
feedback sessions. 

Overall, the committee and CCISD 
offi  cials are satisfi ed with the boundary 
revisions.

“This district did it right,” committee 
Vice Chairman Ross Norman said.

OVERCAPACITY ISSUES

Overcrowding at several schools 
prompted CCISD to rezone campuses, 
something it has not done since 2012.

Mossman Elementary School is 3.9 
percent overcapacity. Hall Elementary 
is 1.2 percent over. Clear Springs High 
School is 12.9 percent over, and Clear 
Falls High School is 10.9 percent over.

To alleviate elementary schools over-
capacity, the district in April began 
building Campbell Elementary School, 
which will open for the 2019-20 school 
year. The school is near an undevel-
oped part of southwest League City that 
will be built out as the city continues to 
attract development.

“That’s where the balancing came 
into play,” CCISD Chief Communica-
tions Offi  cer Elaina Polsen said.

To fi ll Campbell Elementary, the com-
mittee recommended pulling students 
from nearby Hall Elementary, which is 
nearing capacity. To fi ll Hall back up, 
the committee had to pull from another 
nearby school, creating a chain reaction 
all the way to Bauerschlag Elementary 
School, Norman said.

“When you move big numbers into a 
school, it’s a domino eff ect. You have to 
move some out,” Polsen said.

At the high school level, the commit-
tee recommended moving 243 students 
from Clear Springs High to Clear Brook 
High and 236 students from Clear Falls 
High to Clear Lake High. Both Clear 
Springs and Clear Falls are overcrowded, 
Polsen said.

One of the committee’s charges was 
to try to clean up feeder patterns to 
keep students together from kindergar-
ten to graduation. None of the district’s 
intermediate schools are overcapacity, 
but the committee’s original recom-
mendations included several boundary 
changes at intermediate schools in an 
attempt to clean up such patterns.

Parents objected to the changes, so 
the committee withdrew almost all their 
intermediate-level recommendations.

“We realized we were impacting the 
community by making changes at the 
intermediate level that we didn’t mean 
to make,” Norman said.

Cleaning up feeder patterns is dif-
fi cult in a district with over 40 schools 
over 110 square miles, Polsen said.

“Maybe at some point in our time 
we’ll get there,” she said.

CONCERNED RUSTIC OAKS NEIGHBORS

Aft er releasing its original recom-
mended boundary changes, the com-
mittee held fi ve public meetings in late 
January to hear public feedback.

Many parents who spoke objected 
to proposed boundary changes and 
pleaded for grandfathering to allow 
high school students to remain at the 
school they attend now instead of hav-
ing to be rezoned halfway through their 
high school careers.

The committee tweaked several of its 
recommendations accordingly and pre-
sented its fi nal recommendations to the 
board Feb. 11.

The committee also recommended 

grandfathering. Under the existing new 
campus boundaries, any CCISD student 
not currently in ninth, 10th or 11th grade 
will attend their newly zoned school at 
the start of the 2019-20 school year.

Current high school students will be 
grandfathered into the changes, mean-
ing they will be able to graduate from 
the high school they started at. Incom-
ing freshmen will attend their newly 
zoned school, Polsen said.

“The public feedback had a lot to 
do with [our fi nal recommendations],” 
Norman said. “For myself and for our 
Chairperson Sara [Holder] and for many 
—if not all—of the members of the com-
mittee, we listened and we considered 
everything that was shared with us by 
the public.” 

However, one recommendation that 

never changed was to rezone the Rustic 
Oaks subdivision from Gilmore Elemen-
tary to Hall Elementary.

Parizo lives in Rustic Oaks and is a 
parent of a 12-year-old who attended 
Gilmore Elementary and a 7-year-old 
enrolled there. Parizo moved to Rustic 
Oaks in part because she wanted her 
children to attend Gilmore, which is a 
newer school with a good reputation 
and equipped with technology, she said.

“I like what I saw with Gilmore,” Par-
izo said.

Parizo does not want to move her 
child to Hall Elementary because it has 
an overall 83 out of 100 from the Texas 
Education Agency’s scoring algorithm 
compared to Gilmore Elementary’s 91.

Board members and CCISD adminis-
tration said parents should not consider 
only a school’s TEA scoring. Both Gilm-
ore and Hall are excellent elementary 
schools, students experience the same 
curriculum at both, and TEA scoring is 
a fl awed system, Polsen said.

“They’re both fabulous, great 
schools,” she said. “It’s not a down-
grade.”

CCISD board of trustees President 
Page Rander agreed.

“We are fortunate to have 44 wonder-
ful schools, so wherever a child is zoned 
to attend, he or she will be greeted with 
exceptional learning experiences and 
highly qualifi ed teachers,” she said.

The committee was not charged with 
factoring campuses’ TEA scores into rec-
ommended boundary changes, Norman 
said.

“You’re not gonna be able to satisfy 
everyone’s request and desire, but we 
did our best to fi x some feeder patterns 
and meet the needs of the community 
and support the district,” he said. “I 
do believe that Clear Creek ISD is an 
incredible district with great teachers 
[and] great administrators, and scores at 
one school might be low one year, but 
over time I know this district helps them 
grow and be better because the ultimate 
goal is to help students grow and be bet-
ter.”

Karen Braquet, another Rustic Oaks 
parent, has several daughters enrolled 
at Gilmore Elementary. She felt so 
strongly about not moving her children 
to Hall that she came up with an alterna-
tive plan of her own to shuffl  e students 
without rezoning Rustic Oaks.

The committee considered parents’ 
concerns and Braquet’s alternative and 
decided the committee’s original rec-
ommendation was best, Norman said. 
Rezoning Gilmore and Hall elementa-
ries was a change that had to happen at 
some point, Polsen said.

“It’s in the district’s best interest to 

do it now,” Polsen said. “[Parents] were 
looking at [the situation] in isolation 
while the committee was looking at it as 
a bigger picture.”

One of the committee’s charges was to 
minimize disruption to the community 

with proposed boundary changes.
“The idea was to keep neighborhoods 

together as possible,” Polsen said.
Parizo does not feel the committee 

met that charge.
“I don’t think they did because they 

would have considered the impact this 
would have had on Rustic Oaks and 
League City as a whole,” she said.

Parizo said she will do whatever she 
can to keep her child at Gilmore Elemen-
tary, including applying for an intradis-
trict transfer. She has even requested an 
investigation into a committee member, 
alleging unethical conduct and a con-
fl ict of interest helped result in Rustic 
Oaks being rezoned to Hall Elementary.

“I’m going to explore all my appeals 
that I possibly can to get this reversed,” 
Parizo said.

Polsen said Parizo’s claims are 
unfounded and that the committee and 
its members acted appropriately.

IMPLEMENTATION

A total of 1,769 students districtwide 
will be aff ected by the changes. With the 
grandfathering policy, only 1,412 stu-
dents will change schools for the 2019-
20 school year, Polsen wrote in an email 
to Community Impact Newspaper.

CCISD will contact all parents of stu-
dents aff ected by the boundary changes. 
They will have opportunities to tour 
the campuses of their children’s newly 
zoned schools, Polsen said.

The grandfathering is part of a policy 
the district just recently put into writing. 
Under the policy, current fourth- and 

seventh-graders will be given priority 
treatment if they submit intradistrict 
transfers to remain at the school they 
currently attend to avoid being rezoned 
to a new school for only one year.

The district does not have a policy 
that keeps siblings together. Incoming 
freshmen will not necessarily attend the 
same high school as their upperclass-
men siblings, Polsen said.

Bus routes will be altered to accommo-
date the new zoning. Certain programs, 
such as the hearing-impaired program, 
will move campuses depending on 
where they best fi t in the new zoning. 
STEM programming will expand to Hall 
Elementary for the 2019-20 school year 
because the building will have enough 
room for such classes, Polsen said.

Offi  cials recognize the boundary 
changes are not a permanent solu-
tion. League City and the surrounding 
areas continue to grow, and the district 
expects to need to build new schools in 
the future, Polsen said.

“Unfortunately, sometime down the 
road, the district may have to go through 
this process again,” Norman said.

+236
STUDENTS E. NASA PKWY.

RED BLUFF RD.

CLEAR LAKE HIGH SCHOOL

CLEAR FALLS HIGH SCHOOL

Campbell Elementary School is being built 
to alleviate overcrowding as League City’s 
west side is built out. Some Hall Elementary 
students will attend Campbell Elementary.

A few parents oppose the Rustic Oaks subdivision being rezoned from Gilmore Elemen-
tary to Hall Elementary because Hall Elementary has a lower accountability score. Clear 
Creek ISD offi cials said there is more to a campus than its Texas Education Agency score.

SOURCE: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: CLEAR CREEK ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Cost: $43 million

Capacity: 1,050 

Build timeline: April ‘18-August ‘19

Overall: 83 out of 100

Closing the gaps: 77 out of 100

School progress: 72 out of 100

Student achievement: 85 out of 100

GILMOREGILMORE HALLHALL

BUMPING BOUNDARIESBUMPING BOUNDARIES

Gilmore vs. HallGilmore vs. Hall

Find related stories at communityimpact.com.
Keyword search

SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

Starting in the 2019-20 school year, some students attending certain schools will 
attend different ones under new school boundaries.
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and came up with original recommen-
dations they altered aft er several public 
feedback sessions. 

Overall, the committee and CCISD 
offi  cials are satisfi ed with the boundary 
revisions.

“This district did it right,” committee 
Vice Chairman Ross Norman said.

OVERCAPACITY ISSUES

Overcrowding at several schools 
prompted CCISD to rezone campuses, 
something it has not done since 2012.

Mossman Elementary School is 3.9 
percent overcapacity. Hall Elementary 
is 1.2 percent over. Clear Springs High 
School is 12.9 percent over, and Clear 
Falls High School is 10.9 percent over.

To alleviate elementary schools over-
capacity, the district in April began 
building Campbell Elementary School, 
which will open for the 2019-20 school 
year. The school is near an undevel-
oped part of southwest League City that 
will be built out as the city continues to 
attract development.

“That’s where the balancing came 
into play,” CCISD Chief Communica-
tions Offi  cer Elaina Polsen said.

To fi ll Campbell Elementary, the com-
mittee recommended pulling students 
from nearby Hall Elementary, which is 
nearing capacity. To fi ll Hall back up, 
the committee had to pull from another 
nearby school, creating a chain reaction 
all the way to Bauerschlag Elementary 
School, Norman said.

“When you move big numbers into a 
school, it’s a domino eff ect. You have to 
move some out,” Polsen said.

At the high school level, the commit-
tee recommended moving 243 students 
from Clear Springs High to Clear Brook 
High and 236 students from Clear Falls 
High to Clear Lake High. Both Clear 
Springs and Clear Falls are overcrowded, 
Polsen said.

One of the committee’s charges was 
to try to clean up feeder patterns to 
keep students together from kindergar-
ten to graduation. None of the district’s 
intermediate schools are overcapacity, 
but the committee’s original recom-
mendations included several boundary 
changes at intermediate schools in an 
attempt to clean up such patterns.

Parents objected to the changes, so 
the committee withdrew almost all their 
intermediate-level recommendations.

“We realized we were impacting the 
community by making changes at the 
intermediate level that we didn’t mean 
to make,” Norman said.

Cleaning up feeder patterns is dif-
fi cult in a district with over 40 schools 
over 110 square miles, Polsen said.

“Maybe at some point in our time 
we’ll get there,” she said.

CONCERNED RUSTIC OAKS NEIGHBORS

Aft er releasing its original recom-
mended boundary changes, the com-
mittee held fi ve public meetings in late 
January to hear public feedback.

Many parents who spoke objected 
to proposed boundary changes and 
pleaded for grandfathering to allow 
high school students to remain at the 
school they attend now instead of hav-
ing to be rezoned halfway through their 
high school careers.

The committee tweaked several of its 
recommendations accordingly and pre-
sented its fi nal recommendations to the 
board Feb. 11.

The committee also recommended 

grandfathering. Under the existing new 
campus boundaries, any CCISD student 
not currently in ninth, 10th or 11th grade 
will attend their newly zoned school at 
the start of the 2019-20 school year.

Current high school students will be 
grandfathered into the changes, mean-
ing they will be able to graduate from 
the high school they started at. Incom-
ing freshmen will attend their newly 
zoned school, Polsen said.

“The public feedback had a lot to 
do with [our fi nal recommendations],” 
Norman said. “For myself and for our 
Chairperson Sara [Holder] and for many 
—if not all—of the members of the com-
mittee, we listened and we considered 
everything that was shared with us by 
the public.” 

However, one recommendation that 

never changed was to rezone the Rustic 
Oaks subdivision from Gilmore Elemen-
tary to Hall Elementary.

Parizo lives in Rustic Oaks and is a 
parent of a 12-year-old who attended 
Gilmore Elementary and a 7-year-old 
enrolled there. Parizo moved to Rustic 
Oaks in part because she wanted her 
children to attend Gilmore, which is a 
newer school with a good reputation 
and equipped with technology, she said.

“I like what I saw with Gilmore,” Par-
izo said.

Parizo does not want to move her 
child to Hall Elementary because it has 
an overall 83 out of 100 from the Texas 
Education Agency’s scoring algorithm 
compared to Gilmore Elementary’s 91.

Board members and CCISD adminis-
tration said parents should not consider 
only a school’s TEA scoring. Both Gilm-
ore and Hall are excellent elementary 
schools, students experience the same 
curriculum at both, and TEA scoring is 
a fl awed system, Polsen said.

“They’re both fabulous, great 
schools,” she said. “It’s not a down-
grade.”

CCISD board of trustees President 
Page Rander agreed.

“We are fortunate to have 44 wonder-
ful schools, so wherever a child is zoned 
to attend, he or she will be greeted with 
exceptional learning experiences and 
highly qualifi ed teachers,” she said.

The committee was not charged with 
factoring campuses’ TEA scores into rec-
ommended boundary changes, Norman 
said.

“You’re not gonna be able to satisfy 
everyone’s request and desire, but we 
did our best to fi x some feeder patterns 
and meet the needs of the community 
and support the district,” he said. “I 
do believe that Clear Creek ISD is an 
incredible district with great teachers 
[and] great administrators, and scores at 
one school might be low one year, but 
over time I know this district helps them 
grow and be better because the ultimate 
goal is to help students grow and be bet-
ter.”

Karen Braquet, another Rustic Oaks 
parent, has several daughters enrolled 
at Gilmore Elementary. She felt so 
strongly about not moving her children 
to Hall that she came up with an alterna-
tive plan of her own to shuffl  e students 
without rezoning Rustic Oaks.

The committee considered parents’ 
concerns and Braquet’s alternative and 
decided the committee’s original rec-
ommendation was best, Norman said. 
Rezoning Gilmore and Hall elementa-
ries was a change that had to happen at 
some point, Polsen said.

“It’s in the district’s best interest to 

do it now,” Polsen said. “[Parents] were 
looking at [the situation] in isolation 
while the committee was looking at it as 
a bigger picture.”

One of the committee’s charges was to 
minimize disruption to the community 

with proposed boundary changes.
“The idea was to keep neighborhoods 

together as possible,” Polsen said.
Parizo does not feel the committee 

met that charge.
“I don’t think they did because they 

would have considered the impact this 
would have had on Rustic Oaks and 
League City as a whole,” she said.

Parizo said she will do whatever she 
can to keep her child at Gilmore Elemen-
tary, including applying for an intradis-
trict transfer. She has even requested an 
investigation into a committee member, 
alleging unethical conduct and a con-
fl ict of interest helped result in Rustic 
Oaks being rezoned to Hall Elementary.

“I’m going to explore all my appeals 
that I possibly can to get this reversed,” 
Parizo said.

Polsen said Parizo’s claims are 
unfounded and that the committee and 
its members acted appropriately.

IMPLEMENTATION

A total of 1,769 students districtwide 
will be aff ected by the changes. With the 
grandfathering policy, only 1,412 stu-
dents will change schools for the 2019-
20 school year, Polsen wrote in an email 
to Community Impact Newspaper.

CCISD will contact all parents of stu-
dents aff ected by the boundary changes. 
They will have opportunities to tour 
the campuses of their children’s newly 
zoned schools, Polsen said.

The grandfathering is part of a policy 
the district just recently put into writing. 
Under the policy, current fourth- and 

seventh-graders will be given priority 
treatment if they submit intradistrict 
transfers to remain at the school they 
currently attend to avoid being rezoned 
to a new school for only one year.

The district does not have a policy 
that keeps siblings together. Incoming 
freshmen will not necessarily attend the 
same high school as their upperclass-
men siblings, Polsen said.

Bus routes will be altered to accommo-
date the new zoning. Certain programs, 
such as the hearing-impaired program, 
will move campuses depending on 
where they best fi t in the new zoning. 
STEM programming will expand to Hall 
Elementary for the 2019-20 school year 
because the building will have enough 
room for such classes, Polsen said.

Offi  cials recognize the boundary 
changes are not a permanent solu-
tion. League City and the surrounding 
areas continue to grow, and the district 
expects to need to build new schools in 
the future, Polsen said.

“Unfortunately, sometime down the 
road, the district may have to go through 
this process again,” Norman said.
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when you bring in those outside dollars 
to improve your community.” 

An economic impact study will be 
complete by summer to determine 
details of how Lago Mar might aff ect the 
economy, Senter said.

Campbell hopes the years of planning 
and decade of building pay off .

“It’s one of biggest—if not the big-
gest—project for Land Tejas so far, and 
we’re hoping it will be very successful,” 
he said. “It all depends on the market.”

Clark believes in Lago Mar’s potential.
“It will go a long way to helping peo-

ple have choice in the way they live, 
work and play,” he said.

increase tourism.
The project is in full swing aft er a 

dip in the economy set back plans, but 
builders, residents and offi  cials know 
the development’s potential positive 
eff ects, and they are all thrilled.

Lago Mar will attract Texas City resi-
dents looking for an upgrade, but it will 
also draw in residents who do not mind 
commuting up to Houston or down to 
Galveston. NASA, medical and petro-
chemical workers could live in Lago Mar, 
said Collin Campbell, senior community 
development manager for Land Tejas 
Companies, developer of the project.

“The Clear Lake area is quickly run-
ning out of land, and we’re hoping this 
is the next area homebuyers will look 
at for housing,” Campbell said. “We 
thought this would be a good area to be 
in between the hospital district down-
town and Galveston.”

LAGO MAR DETAILS

Land Tejas bought a 3,300-acre tract 
of land in Texas City in 2006. It took two 
years to get the documentation to start 
building, and then the market crashed.

“We obtained all our entitlements in 
2008 just in time for the market to dis-
appear for single-family residences,” 
Campbell said.

In 2011, Land Tejas sold a 55-acre site 
to a developer that built and opened a 
Tanger Outlet Mall on the north side of 
the property. About a year or two later, 
Land Tejas sold other sites, one of which 
became a Buc-ee’s, and the other of 
which will become an Adventure Pointe 
theme park, Campbell said.

“If we can provide [residents] quality 
attractions on their way to Galveston or 
create destinations that bring more peo-
ple to the county, the better served we 
are,” Galveston County Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Ken Clark said.

In most developments, residences are 
built fi rst to attract commercial devel-
opment, but because of the housing 

market crash, the opposite happened at 
Lago Mar, Campbell said.

“Our commercial led the way. We 
always thought the residential was 
gonna start fi rst, so now the residential 
is catching up,” he said.

Campbell hopes a grocery chain 
comes to the area, but the development 
fi rst needs more rooft ops, he said. Texas 
City’s population is about 46,000.

Aft er commercial sales, the econ-
omy recovered, and Land Tejas started 
developing the southeast corner of the 
development. About 350 houses have 
gone up so far, and Land Tejas hopes 
another 200-300 are built annually until 
the project is complete in more than a 
decade, Campbell said.

Land Tejas will include gated and 
nongated sections, and houses will 
range from about $200,000 to about 
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$450,000, Campbell said. Texas City 
offi  cials are excited residents will have a 
chance to live in diversifi ed housing and 
not have to commute from out of the 
city, said Nick Finan, Texas City’s exec-
utive director of management.

“We took [the Lago Mar develop-
ment] as an opportunity to get a vari-
ety of lots,” he said. “The diversity was 
important to us.”

Land Tejas included a 2-acre Crystal 
Lagoon in its Balmoral development 
in northeast Houston, but Lago Mar’s 
lagoon will be six times as big, said Tim 
Johnson, Land Tejas’ director of sales 
and marketing.

The lagoon will include sand beaches 
and advanced technology to keep the 
water clean and a crystal-clear blue. Its 
depth will range up to 10-12 feet deep, 
and its bottom will be lined similar to 

a swimming pool. The lagoon will have 
private and public access, though the 
public will have to pay an undetermined 
amount to use the lagoon, Johnson said.

“It’s pretty unique,” Campbell said.
So far, city offi  cials and residents alike 

are sold on the idea of the lagoon, which 
is set to be complete by December and 
swimmable by spring 2020. The private 
portion of the lagoon will be open before 
the public part, Campbell said.

“They’re excited about it and would 
like to see it open sooner more than 
later,” he said.

Sarah Jackson and her husband 
moved into Lago Mar from Dickinson in 
September. Jackson lives on one of the 
lakes and is happy with the develop-
ment and the lagoon.

“To be able to have that year-round 
and utilize that with our families—we 

were very excited about that,” she said.
Lago Mar also has space for hotels, 

restaurants, apartments and more.
“We plan on having restaurants and a 

hotel adjacent to the lagoon on the east 
side of it. Those folks that will go to the 
restaurants or stay at the hotel will have 
access [to the lagoon],” Campbell said.

Other amenities include lakes, a 
3,000-square-foot clubhouse, a resort-
style pool, a fi tness center, a playground 
and a soccer fi eld, Johnson said.

ECONOMIC EFFECT

Land Tejas tends to build its develop-
ments along major roads, and consider-
ing its proximity to Houston, Galveston 
and the Bay Area, Texas City made for a 
great location, Campbell said.

“We try to purchase property on major 
thoroughfares that provide our residents 

Find related stories at communityimpact.com.
Keyword search

DEVELOPMENT, REAL ESTATE

quick access to the various business dis-
tricts and employment centers on those 
main arteries,” he said.

Jenny Senter, president of the Texas 
City-La Marque Chamber of Commerce, 
expects Texas City’s population will 
grow by 20,000 once Lago Mar is built.

“I think the Lago Mar development 
off ers people the opportunity for easy 
access whether you work on the island 
or downtown Houston,” she said.

Texas City is known for its petrochem-
ical industry. As that and other indus-
tries grow, their employees will have 
options to live in Texas City without nec-
essarily having to move to other Greater 
Houston area communities, Finan said.

Finan and Campbell believe Lago Mar 
could one day attract the health care 
industry to Texas City. The Bay Area far-
ther north is home to several hospitals, 

and they could spread toward Galveston 
as Houston and surrounding commu-
nities continue to grow and attract res-
idents, Finan and Campbell said.

Once complete, Lago Mar will provide 
over $2 billion in taxable value to the 
area, Campbell said.

“That will increase the city and the 
county and the colleges and the taxing 
base by quite a bit,” he said.

The development will also give I-45 
motorists an eye-catching view of Texas 
City, drawing in visitors, Senter said.

“That is the new horizon for us. We’ll 
have a much more visible presence from 
I-45,” she said. “It’s a huge bonus for us 
to have Lago Mar development there.”

Finan agreed.
“Lago Mar is really making Texas City 

a destination, which is bringing in out-
side dollars,” he said. “It’s always great 

B E T W E E N 
DESTINATIONS

ATTRACTIVE
AMENITIES

The Lago Mar development is along I-45 about 
halfway between Houston and Galveston. It is 
close to Kemah and other Bay Area destinations.

The Crystal Lagoon will be 12 acres within 
a 72-acre waterfront resort complex that 
will include a hotel, restaurants and other 
attractions. Details are subject to change.
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EXPANDING
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Once complete, Lago Mar 
will include over 7,000 
homes ranging from 
$200,000 to $450,000.

610

45

90

90
10

35

6

8

225

146

146

288 45

3

SOURCE: LAND TEJAS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

3

2

1

HOUSTON

LAGO MAR

KEMAH

GALVESTON

1

3

2

4

A major hub, 
Houston is where 
thousands of Bay 
Area residents work.

Lago Mar will be 
about halfway 
between Houston 
and Galveston.

Kemah, especially 
the Kemah 
Boardwalk, is a Bay 
Area destination.

Galveston has 
beaches and piers 
for swimming and 
fi shing.

N

N

Map not to scale

Map not to scale

Resident clubhouse1

1

Event center3

Kids Cove5

Floatopia4

3

Beaches2

5

2
2

2

Cabana Retreat6

Treasure Island7NMap not to scale

2 

1

45

ADVENTURE
POINTE
THEME PARK

3

BUC-EE’S

TANGER
OUTLET
MALL

Phase 1

Builders: Anglia 
Homes, Castle 
Rock Communities, 
Censeo Homes, 
D.R. Horton Homes, 
Gehan Home, Long 
Lake Ltd., Saratoga 
Homes, Westin 
Homes
Prices: $200,000-
$400,000

CRYSTAL
LAGOON

Builders: Ashton 
Woods Homes and 
Westin Homes
Prices to be 
determined

Phase 2

4

2

6 4

7

2

Phase 3
Builders and prices 
to be determined

This will include a pool and zero 
entry into the lagoon.

This will include a pool and be a 
spot to host events.

A pedestrian bridge will lead to this 
island.

This will be a fl oating playground 
for families to enjoy.

This building will feature a kitchen, 
weight room, offi ces and more.

DEL LAGO BLVD.

LA
G

O
 M

A
R

 B
LVD.

RICHARD B. PARR 
REALTOR
281-300-0175
rbparr@cbunited.com

CONTACT ME
FOR A  FREE

MARKET 
ANALYSIS!

Home sale help!
Home sale help!

 Find the 
perfect home

Providing the service you deserve and 
the experience you can trust. 

How would a Massage 
or Facial feel today?

ONE HOUR 
SERVICE

AND NO 
ENROLLMENT FEE

Free service 
redeemable at end 

of 6 or 12 month 
agreement term

Free

BAYBROOK (next to Marshalls and Old Navy) 281.992.8888



Bay Area edition • March 2019 23

when you bring in those outside dollars 
to improve your community.” 

An economic impact study will be 
complete by summer to determine 
details of how Lago Mar might aff ect the 
economy, Senter said.

Campbell hopes the years of planning 
and decade of building pay off .

“It’s one of biggest—if not the big-
gest—project for Land Tejas so far, and 
we’re hoping it will be very successful,” 
he said. “It all depends on the market.”

Clark believes in Lago Mar’s potential.
“It will go a long way to helping peo-

ple have choice in the way they live, 
work and play,” he said.

increase tourism.
The project is in full swing aft er a 

dip in the economy set back plans, but 
builders, residents and offi  cials know 
the development’s potential positive 
eff ects, and they are all thrilled.

Lago Mar will attract Texas City resi-
dents looking for an upgrade, but it will 
also draw in residents who do not mind 
commuting up to Houston or down to 
Galveston. NASA, medical and petro-
chemical workers could live in Lago Mar, 
said Collin Campbell, senior community 
development manager for Land Tejas 
Companies, developer of the project.

“The Clear Lake area is quickly run-
ning out of land, and we’re hoping this 
is the next area homebuyers will look 
at for housing,” Campbell said. “We 
thought this would be a good area to be 
in between the hospital district down-
town and Galveston.”

LAGO MAR DETAILS

Land Tejas bought a 3,300-acre tract 
of land in Texas City in 2006. It took two 
years to get the documentation to start 
building, and then the market crashed.

“We obtained all our entitlements in 
2008 just in time for the market to dis-
appear for single-family residences,” 
Campbell said.

In 2011, Land Tejas sold a 55-acre site 
to a developer that built and opened a 
Tanger Outlet Mall on the north side of 
the property. About a year or two later, 
Land Tejas sold other sites, one of which 
became a Buc-ee’s, and the other of 
which will become an Adventure Pointe 
theme park, Campbell said.

“If we can provide [residents] quality 
attractions on their way to Galveston or 
create destinations that bring more peo-
ple to the county, the better served we 
are,” Galveston County Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Ken Clark said.

In most developments, residences are 
built fi rst to attract commercial devel-
opment, but because of the housing 

market crash, the opposite happened at 
Lago Mar, Campbell said.

“Our commercial led the way. We 
always thought the residential was 
gonna start fi rst, so now the residential 
is catching up,” he said.

Campbell hopes a grocery chain 
comes to the area, but the development 
fi rst needs more rooft ops, he said. Texas 
City’s population is about 46,000.

Aft er commercial sales, the econ-
omy recovered, and Land Tejas started 
developing the southeast corner of the 
development. About 350 houses have 
gone up so far, and Land Tejas hopes 
another 200-300 are built annually until 
the project is complete in more than a 
decade, Campbell said.

Land Tejas will include gated and 
nongated sections, and houses will 
range from about $200,000 to about 
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$450,000, Campbell said. Texas City 
offi  cials are excited residents will have a 
chance to live in diversifi ed housing and 
not have to commute from out of the 
city, said Nick Finan, Texas City’s exec-
utive director of management.

“We took [the Lago Mar develop-
ment] as an opportunity to get a vari-
ety of lots,” he said. “The diversity was 
important to us.”

Land Tejas included a 2-acre Crystal 
Lagoon in its Balmoral development 
in northeast Houston, but Lago Mar’s 
lagoon will be six times as big, said Tim 
Johnson, Land Tejas’ director of sales 
and marketing.

The lagoon will include sand beaches 
and advanced technology to keep the 
water clean and a crystal-clear blue. Its 
depth will range up to 10-12 feet deep, 
and its bottom will be lined similar to 

a swimming pool. The lagoon will have 
private and public access, though the 
public will have to pay an undetermined 
amount to use the lagoon, Johnson said.

“It’s pretty unique,” Campbell said.
So far, city offi  cials and residents alike 

are sold on the idea of the lagoon, which 
is set to be complete by December and 
swimmable by spring 2020. The private 
portion of the lagoon will be open before 
the public part, Campbell said.

“They’re excited about it and would 
like to see it open sooner more than 
later,” he said.

Sarah Jackson and her husband 
moved into Lago Mar from Dickinson in 
September. Jackson lives on one of the 
lakes and is happy with the develop-
ment and the lagoon.

“To be able to have that year-round 
and utilize that with our families—we 

were very excited about that,” she said.
Lago Mar also has space for hotels, 

restaurants, apartments and more.
“We plan on having restaurants and a 

hotel adjacent to the lagoon on the east 
side of it. Those folks that will go to the 
restaurants or stay at the hotel will have 
access [to the lagoon],” Campbell said.

Other amenities include lakes, a 
3,000-square-foot clubhouse, a resort-
style pool, a fi tness center, a playground 
and a soccer fi eld, Johnson said.

ECONOMIC EFFECT

Land Tejas tends to build its develop-
ments along major roads, and consider-
ing its proximity to Houston, Galveston 
and the Bay Area, Texas City made for a 
great location, Campbell said.

“We try to purchase property on major 
thoroughfares that provide our residents 
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quick access to the various business dis-
tricts and employment centers on those 
main arteries,” he said.

Jenny Senter, president of the Texas 
City-La Marque Chamber of Commerce, 
expects Texas City’s population will 
grow by 20,000 once Lago Mar is built.

“I think the Lago Mar development 
off ers people the opportunity for easy 
access whether you work on the island 
or downtown Houston,” she said.

Texas City is known for its petrochem-
ical industry. As that and other indus-
tries grow, their employees will have 
options to live in Texas City without nec-
essarily having to move to other Greater 
Houston area communities, Finan said.

Finan and Campbell believe Lago Mar 
could one day attract the health care 
industry to Texas City. The Bay Area far-
ther north is home to several hospitals, 

and they could spread toward Galveston 
as Houston and surrounding commu-
nities continue to grow and attract res-
idents, Finan and Campbell said.

Once complete, Lago Mar will provide 
over $2 billion in taxable value to the 
area, Campbell said.

“That will increase the city and the 
county and the colleges and the taxing 
base by quite a bit,” he said.

The development will also give I-45 
motorists an eye-catching view of Texas 
City, drawing in visitors, Senter said.

“That is the new horizon for us. We’ll 
have a much more visible presence from 
I-45,” she said. “It’s a huge bonus for us 
to have Lago Mar development there.”

Finan agreed.
“Lago Mar is really making Texas City 

a destination, which is bringing in out-
side dollars,” he said. “It’s always great 

B E T W E E N 
DESTINATIONS

ATTRACTIVE
AMENITIES

The Lago Mar development is along I-45 about 
halfway between Houston and Galveston. It is 
close to Kemah and other Bay Area destinations.

The Crystal Lagoon will be 12 acres within 
a 72-acre waterfront resort complex that 
will include a hotel, restaurants and other 
attractions. Details are subject to change.
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Once complete, Lago Mar 
will include over 7,000 
homes ranging from 
$200,000 to $450,000.
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Homes, Westin 
Homes
Prices: $200,000-
$400,000

CRYSTAL
LAGOON

Builders: Ashton 
Woods Homes and 
Westin Homes
Prices to be 
determined

Phase 2
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Phase 3
Builders and prices 
to be determined

This will include a pool and zero 
entry into the lagoon.

This will include a pool and be a 
spot to host events.

A pedestrian bridge will lead to this 
island.

This will be a fl oating playground 
for families to enjoy.

This building will feature a kitchen, 
weight room, offi ces and more.
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Emergency Care Without the Wait 
•  Open 24/7, every day of the year
•  Convenient location near shopping and restaurants
•  A department of the hospital for seamless admission, if needed
•  5-star quality rating from CMS

5161 East Sam Houston Pkwy South
Pasadena, TX 77505
P:  281.810.9326

Save time by checking-in online at CheckInER.org
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Freestanding Emergency  Centers

Hospital-based Freestanding 
Emergency Centers

Emergency and Urgent Care

Hospital-based Emergency Departments

Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Group Locations

Diagnostic Imaging  & Treatment Center 
Radiation Therapy & CyberKnife
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THE WOODLANDS

CONROE

MONTGOMERY

LAKESIDE

HUNTSVILLE

THE WOODLANDS

Our Network of Care
CHI St. Luke’s Health is committed to transforming the delivery of healthcare to our
patients and their families. Dedicated to creating healthier communities, we o�er a
network of hospitals, emergency centers, and medical groups throughout Greater

Houston and Southeast Texas.

CHIStLukesHealth.org

North Houston 
The Greater Houston Area
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Minutes from Clear Lake City
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HOMES SOLD  (JANUARY 2019)

Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Price range 77058 77059 77062 77565 77573

$149,999 or less - - - - 1/193

$150,000-$199,999 - 1/53 5/42 2/50 21/64

$200,000-$299,999 6/142 13/76 32/78 7/165 102/77

$300,000-$399,999 11/104 30/102 12/106 7/246 120/109

$400,000-$499,999 - 17/130 5/146 8/224 39/115

$500,000-$599,999 2/236 9/61 1/56 5/100 10/230

$600,000-$799,999 - 18/120 - 14/100 18/238

$800,000-$999,999 - 1/86 - 6/367 3/136

$1 million + - - 1/389 6/547 8/360

MARKET DATA

Price 77058 77059 77062 77565 77573

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JANUARY  2018 VS.  2019

+13.3%

+1.3%

+10.7%
+2.2%

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOODREAL ESTATE

$392,688

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$120.97$12,907** 72

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 2/5/19 
**$14,347 for Dickinson ISD

28 13

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

3 bedroom / 2.5 bath   2,571 sq. ft. $275,000    
Kelli Owens  
Amerisource Realty 713-588-1638

4 bedroom / 2.5 bath 2,606 sq. ft. $254,900 
Mandie McMillan 
RE/MAX Space Center 281-334-3344

RECENT LISTINGS

4 bedroom / 3.5 bath 3,374 sq. ft. $430,000
Jack Barfield   
316 Realty Group 832-567-5853

4 bedroom / 3.5 bath   2,929 sq. ft.  $339,500 
Debra Carico 
RE/MAX American Dream 832-802-4700

1224 North Pisana Lane

2846 Torano Circle

2713 Rogliano Lane

2741 Rio Bella Court

77565

77573

77059

77062

N

77058

45

225

146

518

Tuscan Lakes is a master-planned community 
with several amenities. The Cypress Point 
Recreation Center is a community hub with a 
resort-style pool and splash pad. An outdoor 
pavilion features a playground and a fireplace 
for year-round use. Pedestrian walkways link 
the complex to the community hike and bike 
trail system.

Build-out year: began in 2005, still building 
new construction

Builders include: Chesmar, D.R. Horton, 
Highland, Homes by David Powers, K. 
Hovnanian, KB Home, Meritage, Newmark, 
Royce, Stonebridge, Westin, Wilshire

Square footage: 2,200-5,100

Home values: $228,000-$565,000

HOA dues (estimated): $745 annually 

Amenities: recreation center with a pool and 
splash pad, hike and bike trails, picnic areas 
Schools: Silbernagel Elementary School, 
Dunbar Intermediate School, Dickinson High 
School, Goforth Elementary School, League 
City Intermediate School, Clear Creek High 
School

Property taxes (in dollars): 
Clear Creek ISD  1.40000 
Galveston County  0.54615 
Galveston MUD 43  0.77000 
County road/flood  0.00520 
City of League City  0.56500 
Total (per $100 valuation) 3.28690*
*Some homes pay taxes to Dickinson ISD, Mainland College 
   and Galveston MUD 44 for a total estimated tax rate of 3.6537

TUSCAN LAKES, 77573

Neighborhood data provided by Nancy Anderson
Bay Area Elite Properties • 832-434-2894 • eliteteam@bayareaeliteproperties.com

-30.7%

Frank Sheehy 
Sr. Loan Offi  cer 
NMLS #213185

832-328-0210
fsheehy@integritymtgs.com

Time to go shopping for your new home?

Whether buying or selling we can help
CALL NOW (281) 549-6565

Krystyna Fennelly Nancy Anderson

Broker-REALTOR® Broker-REALTOR®



DEALS THIS MONTH

DINING
Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers.... 27

Opus Ocean Grille ..................................... 26

The Rouxpour ............................................ 26

ENTERTAINMENT
Bay Area Houston Ballet & Theatre ............. 25

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Vern Insurance Group ................................ 27

TRANSPORTATION
Transpro Transmissions .............................. 27
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Best wine prices in town!
WINE SPECIALS ALL DAY/EVERY DAY

700 Baybrook Mall Dr. #H100, Friendswood, TX 77546 (Located at Baybrook Mall)
(281) 480-4052      TheRouxpour.com

HAPPY HOUR
MONDAY - FRIDAY | 3P-7P 

LIVE MUSIC
FRIDAY | 6P-9P  &  SUNDAY | 12P-3P

FREE DESSERT WITH 
THE PURCHASE OF AN ENTREE! 

Clip the coupon or take a picture and show it to your server!

Now open
 for brunch!

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
10A-2P
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HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS COMING SOON - PORTER!

FREE CUSTARD COOKIEFREE CUSTARD COOKIE

HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONSTON AREA LOCATIONS COMING SOON - PORTER!

IF YOU’RE GOING
TO BE BAD,

IT BETTER BE
THIS GOOD.THIS GOOD.THIS GOOD.

BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E
COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529
DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road
FULSHEAR
26806 FM 1093

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W
KATY
24433 Katy Freeway
KINGWOOD
4519 Kingwood Dr.
LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978
PASADENA
4637 E Sam
Houston Pkwy S
PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy

SPRING
19370 Interstate 45
21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Freeway

®
Good for one cookie. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. 
Expires 5.31.2019. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply.

®

FreddysUSA.com

#FreddysWorthIt

Coupon may not be combined with other offers, discounts or special pricing. Must be presented at vehicle  
drop-off. Limit one coupon per vehicle.Valid on most vehicles, but certain exclusions may apply. 

Any service of $100 or more ..................... $25 off
Any service of $250 or more .................. $50 off
Any service of $350 or more ................$100 off

Count on quality from a family owned  
and operated business since 1980. 

281-332-5405
680 East Nasa Parkway • Webster

For more information and specials, visit transprotransmissions.net

Transmissions & Automotive
Expert automotive care professionals specializing  

in your complete car care needs:
• Check Engine Lights
• Brakes & Shocks 
• AC Repair 
• Engine Maintenance

• Transmissions
• Driveline Repair
• CV Axles
• Cooling Systems

Ask about our financing options. 
We offer FREE towing with major repairs! 

SPRING SPECIAL

Blown Away
By Insurance

Windstorm Rates?

It’s Simply A Better Deal

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Flood • Marine • Commercial • Umbrella

We Sell Flood Insurance!

281-922-1616
3311 Broadway, Pearland • www.verninsurancegroup.com

MANY SAVE 

$1,000+
It’s Your Money

We Have The Answer!
Windstorm & Homeowners All In One Policy! 

Don’t Pay For Two Policies 
When You Can Purchase One! 

Save Now!
Don’t Wait Until Your Policy Renews!

Your Unearned Premium Will Be Refunded 
By Your Previous Insurance Carrier.

Don’t Pay Unnecessary Rate Increases.
Call Our Offi ce & Save Today! Se habla español.

Don’t Pay Coastal Insurance Rates When Your Home 
Is Not On the Coast! 

TWIA Is NOT Your Only Option!

No Windstorm Inspection
(WPI8) NOT Required

Convenient Pay Plans
Written Through A-Rated Companies

Companion Policy Discounts
Comprehensive Policies, 

Including Full Water Coverage 

mvernjr@verninsurancegroup.com
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Baytown

Willowbrook

Texas Medical Center

West Houston-Katy

Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Clear Lake

OUTSMARTING CANCER 
TAKES  LEADING MEDICINE.

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, our teams of nationally recognized specialists are 
fi nding new ways to outsmart cancer, while delivering the most advanced treatments and 
comprehensive care available. From screenings to diagnosis and cutting-edge treatments, 
our leading cancer care is available at all seven locations across Greater Houston, so 
you can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/outsmartcancer or call 281.333.8899
to fi nd a doctor in your area. 

Houston Methodist Cancer Center at 
Clear Lake
18100 Houston Methodist Dr., Suite 300
Nassau Bay, TX 77058


