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BY ZAC EZZONE

Community college develop-
ments are underway in the Lake 
Houston area, giving students 
more higher education options.

More than one year aft er six of 
its nine buildings fl ooded during 
Hurricane Harvey, Lone Star Col-
lege-Kingwood fully reopened 
Jan. 14 for the spring semester. 
Meanwhile, San Jacinto Col-
lege plans to break ground on a 
campus in Generation Park this 
spring, which will serve as its 
northernmost campus.

Aft er experiencing declines 
in course enrollment during 
rebuilding, LSC-Kingwood began 
the spring semester in January 
with 3.9 percent fewer students 
enrolled in classes than spring 
2018, but 5 percent more total 

CONTINUED ON 25
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San Jacinto College slated 
to break ground on its 
Generation Park campus

Kingwood 
college campus 
fully reopens

SOURCE: LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 G
R

A
N

D
 P

A
R

K
W

AY
 IN

FR
A

ST
R

U
C

TU
R

E

4 IMPACTS 
Now Open, Coming Soon & more

6 TO-DO LIST
Events and things to do

10 BUSINESS FEATURE
Triple Play Treasures

11 DINING FEATURE
Kingwood Taco Shop

Grand Parkway construction continues in New Caney
INSIDE 17

LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM
LONE STAR COLLEGE-KINGWOOD

ST
U

D
EN

T 
EN

RO
LL

M
EN

T
CR

ED
IT

 H
O

U
RS

CO
N

TA
CT

 H
O

U
RS

Most classes are 
moved to other 
sites or online.

Forty of 113 
classrooms 

are open for 
courses.

LSC-Kingwood 
fully reopens. 

Lone Star College 
System lost about 

$6 million in revenue 
from decreases in credit 
and contact hours while 

LSC-Kingwood was 
being rebuilt.

$6 MILLION LOST

Hurricane Harvey 
hits southeast Texas, 

fl ooding Lone Star 
College-Kingwood.

Contact hours 
determine how much 
funding colleges re-
ceive from the state.

Credit hours are 
assigned to courses 

and determine tuition 
costs for students. 
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Enrollment 
fluctuations 

Most enrollment numbers at Lone 
Star College-Kingwood increased in 
the spring 2019 semester after the 
campus fully reopened from damages it 
sustained during Hurricane Harvey.

DURING REBUILDING

YEAR OVER YEAR CHANGE
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Camps in the Lake Houston area
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The Woman’s Hospital of Texas
Texas Orthopedic Hospital
HCA Houston Healthcare Clear Lake
HCA Houston Healthcare Conroe
HCA Houston Healthcare Cypress Fairbanks
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood
HCA Houston Healthcare Mainland
HCA Houston Healthcare Medical Center
HCA Houston Healthcare North Cypress
HCA Houston Healthcare Northwest
HCA Houston Healthcare Pearland
HCA Houston Healthcare Southeast
HCA Houston Healthcare Specialty Hospital Medical Center
HCA Houston Healthcare Tomball
HCA Houston Healthcare West

All part of the HCA Houston Healthcare family.
All committed to the same mission. 
Care. Above all else.

See where care lives at HCAhoustonhealthcare.com
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There are three city of Humble positions up for 
election May 4: the mayor’s seat and council positions 
1 and 2. Currently, those seats are held by Merle Aaron, 
Charles Curry and Ray Calfee, respectively.

Humble City Council and mayor positions serve 
two-year terms. When these positions were last up 
for election in 2017, Aaron and Calfee ran unopposed, 
while incumbent Curry defeated Ross Adkins to retain 
his seat on the council, according to Harris County 
election data.

In 2018, the city of Humble canceled its May 5 elec-
tion for council positions 3, 4 and 5 after the incum-
bents holding those positions filed unopposed.

Individuals interested in running for one of the open 
positions must fill out the proper forms by Feb. 15 at  
5 p.m. The candidate packet can be found on the city’s 
website at www.cityofhumble.com.

Residents who plan to vote in the election must reg-
ister by April 4. Information on how to register to vote 
can be found at www.votetexas.gov.
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I am excited to introduce myself as the 
new general manager of our Lake Hous-
ton-Humble-Kingwood edition. Prior to this 
role, I had been a part of the Community 
Impact Newspaper Cy-Fair team for about 
three years. 

I grew up right down the road in Spring 
before Beltway 8 and the Grand Parkway 
existed—it is fascinating how much growth 
we have experienced. This growth can be 
seen in both of our cover stories, where we 
look at a major transportation project and 
expanding higher education opportunities. 

Our first cover story this month focuses 
on community college options in the Lake 
Houston area. On Page 15, we look at the 
grand reopening of Lone Star College-King-
wood, which has been rebuilding since the 

campus flooded during Hurricane Harvey, 
and San Jacinto Community College’s new 
campus in Generation Park. 

On Page 17, we dive deeper into the 
construction of the new Grand Parkway 
segments that will extend the roadway 
from New Caney to Baytown as well as how 
the extension will affect the area.

Summer is just around the corner, and 
on Page 13, you will find our annual Camp 
Guide to help you and your family get a 
jump start on your summer camp plans.

We are so honored to bring hyperlocal 
news to your mailbox each month, and we 
thank you for being a valued reader. We 
welcome your story ideas and look forward 
to keeping you informed and your busi-
nesses thriving throughout 2019!

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Looking at growth in the Lake Houston area

281-540-4822 
www.aaronmechanical.com

The Area’s Leading Comfort Experts for ALL Air 
Conditioning and Heating Needs in Your Home

TACLA023312C

• Family-owned and 
operating since 1978

• Fully-licensed and insured
• Service for all makes and 

models
• Factory-trained HVAC 

technicians
• Financing options
• WARRANTIES and GUARANTEES

Get up to
$825 COOL CASH
on Select RUUD High Eff. Systems. 
Call now to schedule your quote.

Expires 3-31-19



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com4

IMPACTS

shaving and spa services along with com-
plimentary beverages. The 1,590-square-
foot Kingwood location features a lounge 
area with leather chairs and a pool table. 
The Texas-based salon chain operates 
more than 30 locations throughout Texas, 
Oklahoma, Georgia and Tennessee.  
281-724-7800.  
www.boardroomsalon.com

6  J&R’s Ace Hardware opened in 
January at the intersection of Valley Ranch 
Parkway and FM 1314. The store sells 
hardware, paint and power tools and of-
fers glass-cutting services. The store also 
features a grilling section with a selection 
of grills and grilling accessories as well as 
a garden center. 832-401-5006.  
www.facebook.com/portertxace 

7  Nice Furniture opened at 9739 N. 
Sam Houston Parkway E., Humble, in 
January. The store offers a variety of living 
room, bedroom and dining room furniture 
options such as chairs, lamps, beds, 
dressers, tables and bookcases. This is 
Nice Furniture’s second location, with its 
first location near downtown Houston on 
Jensen Drive. 832-995-1010.  
www.nicefurnitureplace.com

8  Tune Up-The Manly Salon opened 
in Valley Ranch Town Center at 21372 
Marketplace Drive, New Caney, on Jan. 
24. The salon offers haircuts, manicures, 
pedicures, beard trims and other salon 
services for men along with a free drink. 
281-602-2254. www.tuneupsalon.com

9  Hallmark opened in Valley Ranch 
Town Center at the intersection of Hwy. 
59 and the Grand Parkway in December. 
The national retailer sells a variety of gifts, 
toys and stationery. 800-425-5627.  
www.hallmark.com

10  Big City Wings opened at  
1522 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood in 
January. The restaurant offers a range of 
food including burgers, fries, sandwiches 
and chicken wings. The 5,300-square-
foot Kingwood location will have over 35 
television screens, which will often show 
sporting events. When it opens, this will 

NOW OPEN

1  James Avery Artisan Jewelry 
opened Jan. 16 in Valley Ranch Town 
Center at 21586 Marketplace Drive, Ste. 
200, New Caney. The Texas-based retailer 
offers a selection of jewelry, including 
necklaces, rings, bracelets, earrings and 
charms in sterling silver and gold.  
800-283-1770. www.jamesavery.com

2  LemonShark Poke opened in Janu-
ary at 14309 E. Sam Houston Parkway N.,  
Ste. 700, Houston. The California-based 
restaurant specializes in poke, which is 

a Hawaiian dish consisting of raw fish 
served in a bowl with vegetables and rice. 
LemonShark Poke allows customers to 
build their own bowl by selecting a type of 
fish, such as salmon, as well as brown rice, 
sushi rice and vegetables, such as onion 
and cabbage. 281-741-2557.  
www.lemonsharkpoke.com 

3  BElagree Fitness opened in Kings 
Harbor at 1660 W. Lake Houston Parkway, 
Ste. 505, Kingwood, in January. The stu-
dio offers 50-minute classes that combine 
Pilates, strength training and cardio.  
www.belagreefitness.com

4  Burgerim opened at 20845 Hwy. 
59, Ste. 200, Humble, in January. The 
international fast-casual restaurant offers 
3-ounce mini-burgers, which can be 
customized with numerous toppings and 
sauces. Diners can build their burgers 
from a variety of patty options including 
turkey, lamb, salmon, veggie, beef, wagyu 
beef, dry aged beef and spicy beef. The 
menu also includes chicken wings and sal-
ads. 832-644-8597. www.burgerim.com

5  Boardroom Salon for Men opened 
Jan. 17 at 4535 Kingwood Drive, Ste. 
130, Kingwood. The company offers hair, 

 COMPILED BY ZAC EZZONE
News or questions about Lake Houston, Humble or 

Kingwood? Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 
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FEATURED IMPACT — COMING SOON

Vital Heart & Vein is opening a 65,500-square-foot medical office building at 18450 
Hwy. 59, Humble, in February. The medical center has numerous physicians specializ-
ing in cardiovascular disease. These physicians treat patients who have suffered heart 
attacks, strokes, heart failure, arrhythmia, high blood pressure and other cardiovascu-
lar conditions. 281-446-6656. www.vitalheartandvein.com

be the Houston-based chain’s seventh 
location. 832-644-9093. 
www.bigcitywings.com

COMING SOON

11  Arch-Con Construction broke ground 
in January on a medical office build-
ing in the Grand Texas development 
in New Caney located near the inter-
section of Hwy. 59 and Hwy. 242. The 
11,000-square-foot, two-story building 
will serve as the location for an additional 
office for Drs. Maria Berdayes and Debra 
Moses at Millennium Physicians-Family 
Practice as well as a space for Texas Ur-
gent Care and Imaging Center. Construc-
tion is projected to finish this spring. 
281-359-2080.  
www.millenniumphysicians.com

12  Regions Bank is opening a new loca-
tion at 14125 E. Sam Houston Parkway N., 
Houston, in early February. The  
national company offers a variety of 
banking services, including checking 
and savings accounts as well as personal, 
mortgage and auto loans. 800-734-4667.  
www.regions.com

13  SwimLabs broke ground on a new 
location at 10423 N. Sam Houston 
Parkway E., Humble. The indoor swim-
ming training center offers programs for 
children and adults as well as competitive 
programs and lessons for triathletes. The 
Humble location will offer both private 
and group lessons. www.swimlabs.com

14  Main Squeeze Juice Co. is opening 
a 1,660-square-foot location at 16402 
W. Lake Houston Parkway, Houston. The 
shop will sell a variety of cold-pressed 
juices, smoothies, coffee and tea, among 
other options. 504-322-7055.  
www.mainsqueezejuiceco.com

ANNIVERSARIES

15  Humble ISD is hosting an event to 
celebrate its 100-year anniversary at 4 
p.m. Feb. 16 at Turner Stadium locat-
ed at 1700 Wilson Road, Humble. The 
free event features speakers such as 
HISD alum Joel Osteen, senior pastor of 
Lakewood Church, as well as historical 
information, musical performances and 
fireworks. 281-641-1000.  
www.humbleisd.net 

16  Fall Creek Christian Brothers Auto-
motive celebrated its one-year anniver-
sary in January at 8220 N. Sam Houston 
Parkway E., Houston. The full-service 
repair shop works on an array of compo-
nents, including computer diagnostics, 
brakes, electric systems and air condi-
tioning as well as drivetrain and suspen-
sion systems. 281-944-5773.  
www.cbac.com

EXPANSIONS

17  Watercrest at Kingwood, a retire-
ment community located at 24109 King-
wood Place Drive, finished its more than 
145,000-square-foot expansion in Janu-
ary. The addition includes 101 residences, 
73 of which are for independent living and 
28 of which are for assisted living. The 
expansion also includes new commons ar-
eas and amenities, such as outdoor sitting 
areas, a walking path, libraries, a pet park 
and two dining venues. 713-357-6900.  
www.watercrestkingwood.com

RENOVATIONS

18  Allergy & ENT Associates is hosting 
its grand reopening Feb. 11 after recover-
ing from damages sustained during Hur-
ricane Harvey. The office, which is located 
at 1850 W. Lake Houston Parkway, Ste. 

100, Kingwood, provides allergy; asthma; 
and ear, nose and throat services.  
281-540-7764. www.aentassociates.com/
location/kingwood

19  Lone Star College-Kingwood fully 
reopened for the spring 2019 semester when 
classes began Jan. 14 at 20000 Kingwood 
Drive, Kingwood. Six of the college system’s 
nine buildings took in between 20 inches- 
4 feet of water during Hurricane Harvey, 
causing about $40 million in damages. The 
campus never fully closed and remained 
open in a limited capacity during its rebuild-
ing process, but all nine of its buildings are 
now open for classes. 281-312-1600.  
www.lonestar.edu

Due to our continued growth, Houston 
Methodist The Woodlands Hospital has 
career opportunities in the following 
fields:

Publication:                                Size:                                             Notes:               
Job#          IO#:                                         Screen:
Mechanical:                                  Proofreader:     

Community Impact Newspaper  color

mbb, mbb, mbb, mbb, mbb, mbb, dg

2.1709” x 11.25”

47069 47069-47069-2

Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer inclusive of 
female, minority, disability and veterans.

EXCEPTIONAL 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
IN THE WOODLANDS

•  Diagnostic Imaging 
– CT 
– MRI

• Housekeeping

• Medical Technologists

•  Interventional 
Radiology RNs 
and Techs

• Pharmacy Technicians

•  Registered Nurses 
– ICU 
– Med/Surg 
–  Perioperative Services 

(OR, Pre-Op and PACU)

To learn more and apply 
online, please visit: https://
www.houstonmethodist 
careers.org/careeropp1

Here, you’ll find exceptional learning 
opportunities, unparalleled support 
and benefits such as an employee 
fitness center, educational assistance, 
retirement savings plans, paid time 
off (PTO) and employee wellness 
programs. We are a full service, acute 
care hospital building on Houston 
Methodist’s rich history of clinical 
excellence.

Build Your 
Career Success 
on Our Growth!
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 COMPILED BY  ZAC EZZONELOCAL EVENTS

See a list of full events at communityimpact.com/events.

To-do list
Your local guide for events, business openings, meetings  
and more in the months of February and March

FEB. 28

Attend an African drum and 
dance performance
Lone Star College-Kingwood hosts an 
event featuring a West African dance 
and drum performance. 6-9 p.m. Free. 
LSC-Kingwood, 20000 Kingwood Drive, 
Kingwood. 281-312-1600.  
www.lonestar.edu/kingwood. 

COURTESY LONE STAR COLLEGE-KINGWOOD

FEB. 22

Participate in a fundraiser
Humble Area Assistance Ministries hosts 
its annual fundraiser to fund its work 
of helping residents in need become 
self-sufficient. Donations are accepted 
for resident who cannot attend. 6 p.m. 
$150-$10,000. Clubs of Kingwood, 1700 
Lake Kingwood Trail, Kingwood. 281-
446-3663. www.haamministries.org

FEB. 23

Honor veterans, attend a 
play in the city of Humble
The Charles Bender Performing Arts Cen-
ter hosts a performance of the play “No 
Soldier Left Behind.” 7 p.m.  
$15. Charles Bender Performing Arts 
Center, 611 Higgins St., Humble.  
281-446-4140. www.humblepac.com

MARCH 2

Run in a 5K benefiting 
Parkinson’s research
All proceeds raised from the race benefit 
the Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkin-
son’s disease research. 9 a.m.-noon. $35-
$50. 1799 Woodland Hills Drive, Humble. 
drutherford088@gmail.com 
http://fundraise.michaeljfox.org/ 
fox-trot-kingwood-2019

FEB. 16

Watch a movie at a library
The R.B. Tullis Branch Library hosts a 
showing of the movie “Trolls.” Guests are 
provided with popcorn and drinks.  
10:30 a.m. Free. R.B. Tullis Branch  
Library, 21569 Hwy. 59, New Caney.  
281-577-8968.  
www.countylibrary.org/tullis.htm

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/lhk-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

JAN. 31-FEB.9

The Humble Rodeo and 
BBQ Cook-Off continues
Events—including live music, a barbecue 
cook-off, a livestock show and a carni-
val—take place throughout the duration 
of the rodeo. Times vary per day. $10-$20. 
Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton 
Parkway, Humble. 281-641-8140.  
www.humblerodeo.com 

911 SOUTHERN HILLS, KINGWOOD, TX 77339
281.892.1400 |  INFO@KINGWOODMEMORYCARE.COM

KINGWOODMEMORYCARE.COM

NOW OPEN

CALL NOW TO  
SCHEDULE A FREE TOUR

KINGWOOD DR.

SOUTHERN 
HILLS RD.

CHESTNUT 
RIDGE RD.

COMPASSION IS AT THE 
HEART OF OUR CARE. 

CALL NOW59

EXAMS  • COSMETICS • IMPLANTS • INVISALIGN • & MORE!

Smile
CREATING 

BEAUTIFUL SMILES
ONE PATIENT 

AT A TIME

more!

Customer Review
“If ever you searched for quality and professional dental 
care, do not look any further than Four Lion Dental... 
Dr. Femi and the entire sta�  are very professional and 
knowledgeable. Well organized and the facility is beautiful 
and spotless... Go there and see for yourselves!”
- Lois Jenkins 

Our customized cosmetic treatment 
allows you to get your best smile 
possible, using a combination of
• CROWN AND BRIDGE
• VENEERS
• IMPLANTS
to achieve your best possible results.

GET A SMILE 
YOU’LL BE PROUD

to Show Off!
• Saturday & evening appointments available
• A� ordable services - fi nancing o� ered
• Most insurance plans accepted

CALL NOW!
281-318-1305

16430 West Lake Houston Pkwy. #700 
Houston, TX 77044
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

5

1

6
4

All information on this page was updated as of  
1/15/19. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com.

RECENT UPDATES
1  Lockwood Drive expansion

McCord Development is designing the  
expansion of Lockwood Drive to four lanes 
between Beltway 8 and the Union Pacific 
railroad tracks. The project includes drain-
age and railroad crossing improvements. 
The expansion is a joint project between 
Harris County Precinct 4 and McCord 
Development.  

Timeline: TBD

Cost: $1.8 million

Funding sources: Harris County  
Precinct 4, McCord Development

2  Loop 494 widening

The Texas Department of Transportation 
is expanding Loop 494 from two to four 
lanes between Sorters McClellan Road and 
Northpark Plaza Drive. Construction plans 
also include building sidewalks along the 
new roadway. The agency plans to send the 
project out for bid this year.

Timeline: TBD

Cost: $14.4 million

Funding source: TxDOT

3  Northpark Drive expansion 

The Lake Houston Redevelopment  
Authority is expanding Northpark Drive 
between Hwy. 59 and Woodland Hills Drive 

from four to six lanes. The project will also 
create an overpass at the railroad tracks 
and will be completed in two phases. Con-
struction of Phase 1 is scheduled for 2020, 
and includes the stretch of road from Hwy. 
59 to Russell Palmer Road. Construction of 
Phase 2 is scheduled for 2023, and includes 
the stretch of road from Russell Palmer 
Road to Woodland Hills Drive.

Timeline: 2020-TBD (Phase 1), 2023-TBD 
(Phase 2)

Cost: $86.2 million

Funding sources: city of Houston, federal 
grants, LHRA

4  Timber Forest Drive widening

In November, Harris County Precinct 2 be-
gan widening Timber Forest Drive from two 
lanes to four lanes between Eagle Springs 
and Madera Run parkways. Construction 
is scheduled to conclude in the second 
quarter of 2019.

Timeline: November 2018-second quarter 
2019

Cost: $2.7 million

Funding source: Harris County Precinct 2

5  Wilson Road expansion 

SER Construction Partners began work on 
the expansion of Wilson Road in January 
2018. The road is being expanded to four 
lanes between just north of Beltway 8 and 
Atascocita Road. The planned construc-
tion will also include the installation of a 
sidewalk extension between Park Lakes 
Elementary School and Viscaro Lane.

Timeline: January 2018-October 2019

Cost: $9.9 million

Funding source: Harris County  
Precinct 4

6  Woodland Hills Drive traffic signal

Harris County Precinct 4 plans to begin 
the construction of a traffic signal at the 
intersection of Woodland Hills Drive and 
Liles Lane in 2019. 

Timeline: 2019-TBD

Cost: TBD

Funding source: Harris County  
Precinct 4
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HOW IT WORKS

Driving with no toll tag 
All tolling authorities set their own fines 
for driving on toll roads without a toll 
tag and may charge late fees. 

The North Texas Tollway Authority 
charges violators at least 50 percent 
more than drivers with toll tags, 
according to NTTA officials, and late 
charges apply. 

The Texas Department of Transporta-
tion receives funding from toll roads 
owned and maintained by the state, 
including the Grand Parkway in Hous-
ton and SH 130 in Austin. The NTTA 
operates many of the toll roads in the 
Dallas area. 

Motorists who use TxDOT toll roads 
without a tag are charged the toll road 
price and a $1.50 mailing fee, accord-
ing to officials with TxTag, TxDOT’s 
toll-collection system. Past-due pay-
ments incur a $4 monthly late fee and 
can result in a $250 court fine.

Violators may also be notified by law 
enforcement if they continue using toll 
roads. The safest option, according to 
TxDOT, is to pay tolls by the due date.

NORTHPARK 
PLAZA DR.
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Project site located in flood plains, wetlands in Kingwood

Proposed development sparks concerns

BY ZAC EZZONE

The Army Corps of Engineers is 
soliciting comments for a proposed 
331.45-acre development that would fill 
in wetlands and streams near the West 
Fork of the San Jacinto River in King-
wood, which experienced significant 
flooding during Hurricane Harvey.

According to the public notice issued 
by the Corps, the development—which 
is being proposed by Houston-based 
company Romerica Investments—
includes a 107.41-acre marina and 
resort district, along with a 136.93-acre 
residential development and additional 
land for commercial development and 
a Woodland Hills Drive extension. 

According to project information 
from the Corps, the development site is 
just north of River Grove Park and west 
of Clubs of Kingwood, both of which 
sustained significant flooding during 
Hurricane Harvey. 

Because of the widespread flooding 
Kingwood experienced during Harvey, 
many residents have expressed con-
cerns regarding how this project could 
affect flooding in the area, Houston City 
Council Member Dave Martin said. 

“If we flood again, then a lot of 
people are going to move out and what 
Kingwood is today will change forever,” 
Martin said.

PERMITTING PROCESS

Before the proposed project can 
advance, it has to go through a permit-
ting process with the Corps because 
wetlands near navigable bodies 
of water—such as the San Jacinto 

River—fall within the federal govern-
ment’s jurisdiction, said Elizabeth 
Shelton, regulatory project manager for 
the Corps’ Galveston district.

After the Corps receives a project pro-
posal, it opens a 30-day public notice 
period when residents can provide 
input, Shelton said. The public notice 
for this project opened Dec. 27 and was 
extended to March 1 because of the par-
tial government shutdown and public 
interest in the proposal.

Through this permitting process, the 
Corps regulates the discharge of mate-
rial—such as dirt—into federal waters, 
Shelton said. The proposed Kingwood 
development would discharge 68,323 
cubic yards of material into 42.35 acres 
of wetlands and about 285 cubic yards 
of material into 771 feet of streams, 
according to data from the Corps.

Developers can fill in and build in 
wetlands; however, they must com-
pensate for the wetlands they remove 
through mitigation, Shelton said. 
Different options for mitigation include 
creating or improving wetlands nearby. 

Shelton said Romerica Investments is 
working to develop a wetlands mitiga-
tion plan for its project.

According to information from the 
Environmental Protection Agency, a 
permit may be approved as long as no 
realistic alternatives exist and water 
quality is not significantly affected.

DEVELOPING FLOOD PLAINS, WETLANDS

In addition to the Corps’ permitting 
process, the development would have 
to meet the city of Houston’s flood plain 
regulations, which require structures 
within the 100- and 500-year flood 
plains to be built 2 feet above the  
500-year flood plain, or land that is 
expected to flood once every 500 years.

Martin said Romerica Investments 
has not begun the city’s permitting 
process for its development—which is 
located within the 100-year flood plain. 

Romerica Investments could not be 
reached for comment by press time.

Although the city and Harris County 
regulate development in the flood 
plains, local officials have been ques-
tioning the accuracy of existing flood 
plain maps since Hurricane Harvey.

The Harris County Flood Control 
District received a $6.5 million grant 
from the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security in late September to begin 
remapping flood plains throughout the 
county. HCFCD Chief Operations Officer 
Matt Zeve said the county hopes to have 
all of the maps updated by 2023.

Martin said until the flood plain 
maps are updated, the city can only 
hold developers to the current regu-
lations, which were approved after 
Harvey in April 2018.

In addition to being in the 100-year 
flood plain, the proposed develop-
ment is located within wetlands, 
which have always naturally existed 
in the Greater Houston area, said 
Erin Kinney, research scientist at The 
Woodlands-based Houston Advanced 
Research Center.

As the Houston area has developed, 
many wetlands have been filled and 
paved over, which can contribute to 
flooding because wetlands naturally 
detain water, Kinney said. Additionally, 

the loss of wetlands cannot always be 
effectively mitigated, she said.

According to data from HARC, in 
1996 the Lake Houston area comprised 
of 7,258 acres of wetlands. That dropped 
about 19.8 percent to 5,819 acres in 
2010—the most recent data available.

“It’s not just the people in a develop-
ment who are going to be impacted by 
the decisions of a developer,” Kinney 
said. “It’s everybody around them and 
downstream and upstream.”

Along with the possibility of worsen-
ing flooding, the loss of wetlands also 
results in a loss of habitat for animals, 
Kinney said. 

This habitat reduction concerns King-
wood resident Kenneth Develle, who 
said he goes on walks near the river and 
often watches birds and other wildlife.

“It’s less land for the animals that are 
there ... and once you take that away it’s 
gone,” Develle said. 

ENVIRONMENT

SUBMITTING A  
PUBLIC COMMENT
Residents can submit their comments 
to the Army Corps of Engineers through 
mail or email by March 1. Comments 
should include the permit’s file number.

• File number: SWG-2016-00384

• Email: swg_public_notice@usace.
army.mil

• Mail: Evaluation Branch, North Unit 
Regulatory Division, CESWG-RD-E 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77553-1229
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The Army Corps of 
Engineers has opened a 
public comment period for 
a proposed development 
in Kingwood that would 
remove wetlands.  

SOURCES: ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, HOUSTON 
ADVANCED RESEARCH CENTER/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

 �Proposed  
development

 100-year flood plain

 500-year flood plain

 Wetlands

Changes in the  
LAKE HOUSTON WATERSHED

Development has contributed 
to an increase in the amount of 
impervious land—which includes 
material that does not absorb 
water—in the Lake Houston 
watershed. Meanwhile, the 
amount of natural land—such 
as wetlands and forests—has 
decreased.

LAND COVER (ACRES)

IMPERVIOUS LAND (ACRES)

2001

2011

7,814

11,629
+48.82%

 1996         2010

Developed Forest Wetlands

16,342
20,867

7,258

23,209

15,094

5,819

+42.02%
-27.67%

-19.83%

THIS MAP IS NOT COMPREHENSIVE. THE LOCATIONS OF WETLANDS AND FLOOD PLAINS ARE APPROXIMATIONS.



Lake Houston | Humble | Kingwood edition • February 2019 9

MEETINGS

Humble City Council meets at 6:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 14  and 28 at 114 W. Higgins St., Humble.  
281-446-3061. www.cityofhumble.com

Harris County Commissioners Court meets 
at 10 a.m. on Feb. 12 and 26 at 1001 Preston St.,  
Ste. 934, Houston. www.harriscountytx.gov

Montgomery County Commissioners 
Court meets at 9:30 a.m. on Feb. 12 and 26 at  
501 N. Thompson St., Conroe. www.mctx.org 

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_lhk

CITY & COUNTY

Harris County Commissioners Court discusses 
implementing Election Day voting centers  

Humble eases commerical development 
regulations in flood plains, approves strategic plan

HARRIS COUNTY  Harris County com-
missioners took the first step Jan. 8 in a 
process to evaluate whether the county 
should use Election Day voting centers 
in future elections.

If the county does move forward 
with such a plan, voters on election 
day could be allowed to cast ballots at 
any of the 700 polling locations across 
the county. Harris County voters can 
currently vote at any polling location 
during the early voting period—a total 
of 46 polling locations were open for 
early voting during midterm elections 
last November—but must vote at spe-
cific locations on election day depend-
ing on which precinct they live in.

If approved by commissioners, the 
county would also need permission 
from the Texas secretary of state before 
switching to voting centers, Harris 
County Clerk Diane Trautman said. 

Election day voting centers are used 
in 52 other Texas counties, she said, 
including Travis and Collin counties.

Trautman, who expressed support 

for election day voting centers at 
the meeting, said the change led to 
increased voter participation in other 
places it has been implemented.

“Prioritization is on convenience 
for the voter,” she said at the meeting. 
“You can vote at your neighborhood 
precinct location, or where you work, 
shop or go to school.”

Trautman said if the county did 
move forward with the transition, it 
would be best to start with a smaller 
election, citing the upcoming school 
board elections that will be taking 
place within several districts in May.

flood plain elevation,” Stuebe said.
Although the city is again basing 

commercial development on the 100-
year flood plain, the new ordinance 
is more stringent than the regulations 
in place prior to February 2018 when 
development could begin at one foot 
above the 100-year flood plain.

Additionally, the city left residential 
development regulations in place, so 
homes must still be built at two feet 
above the 500-year flood plain.

“We didn’t make the change for 
residential [development] because we 
don’t want homes flooding,”  
Stuebe said.

Also at the meeting, City Council 
approved Humble’s first long-term 
strategic plan after beginning work on 
the document in October.

The plan outlines areas the city will 
focus on, such as traffic congestion, 
along with actions the city will take to 
work toward its goals, such as hiring 
additional police officers to help direct 
and manage traffic. 

HUMBLE    At its Jan. 10 meeting, 
Humble City Council approved an 
ordinance easing building regulations 
for commercial development within 
the city’s flood plains.

With the new ordinance passing, 
developers can now build at two 
feet above the 100-year flood plain 
elevation. Previously, developers had 
to meet more stringent standards and 
build at two feet above the 500-year 
flood plain.

The previous ordinance was 
approved by Humble City Council in 
February 2018 following the flooding 
that took place during Hurricane 
Harvey, Humble City Manager Jason 
Stuebe said.

“We are coming back now as we had 
a year to look at it and decompress and 
see what’s going on in the post-Harvey 
world, and what we’ve come up with 
is that it’s probably more prudent to 
allow the nonresidential, commer-
cial construction to go back to being 
allowed to develop just at the 100-year 

News from Harris County and the city of Humble COMPILED BY SHAWN ARRAJJ, ZAC EZZONE AND VANESSA HOLT 
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Harris County Commissioner Court dis-
cusses voting centers at its Jan. 8 meeting.

HARRIS COUNTY     The Harris County 
criminal court at law judges elected in 
November and sworn in Jan. 1 imme-
diately requested dismissal of their 
predecessors’ appeal in a lawsuit about 
the fairness of county bail practices, 
according to court documents.

The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
dismissed the appeal Jan. 7, according 
to court documents.

The judges are named as defendants 
in a case that began in 2016 when three 

individuals charged with misdemean-
ors filed a suit alleging the county 
violates the Equal Protection and Due 
Process clauses of the U.S. Constitution 
by unfairly jailing those who cannot 
afford to pay cash bail. 

In February 2018, the 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld U.S. District 
Judge Lee Rosenthal’s April 2017 ruling 
that the county’s practices were unfair, 
as well as Rosenthal’s injunction that 
misdemeanor defendants unable to 

afford bail would receive a hearing 
within 48 hours and be released.

Fourteen of the judges filed an 
appeal challenging Rosenthal’s injunc-
tion last year, and the appeals court 
issued a stay of that injunction pending 
results of the appeal, Van Fleet said in a 
phone interview.

Now that the appeal has been dis-
missed, the county will proceed with 
working out an improved method for 
its bail bond practices, he said.

Harris County misdemeanor judges’ appeal dismissed in ongoing bail lawsuit

Meet Angela Mosley-Nunnery, MD
Primary Care Physician Near You
Call 281.312.8521 to make an appointment today!
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W   hen Humble native Anthony 
Macias was a child, he 

collected sports trading cards as a 
hobby. 

“You don’t collect for investment; 
you collect for fun,” Macias said. 

He turned the hobby into a career 
when he opened Triple Play Trea-
sures, a shop for sports cards and 
collectibles, on Feb. 18, 2018, to 
bring back the nostalgia of his child-
hood and to introduce the hobby to 
today’s young people. 

Behind Stein Mart on Kingwood 
Drive, the location for Triple Play 
Treasures was ideal, said Macias, 
who lives down the street from the 
hobby shop. 

“I didn’t have to renovate it. Also, 
I wanted my retired parents to have 

something to do,” Macias said. “My 
mom, Emma, runs it while I’m at 
work. My dad likes seeing the prod-
ucts arrive. And when I retire from 
my full-time job in Houston, I’ll have 
something fun to do.” 

Triple Play Treasures, offers sports, 
game, movie and TV-show cards, 
some of them autographed. In addi-
tion to other memorabilia, such as 
sports equipment and photographs, 
customers also can verify the value 
of the cards they inherited or col-
lected, Macias said. 

“The reason I opened this store is 
because I could order hobby cards 
online, but I missed a brick-and-mor-
tar store,” Macias said. “I like walk-
ing in, touching, feeling the cards, 
talking to somebody live.”

Many of the products sold at Triple 
Play Treasures cannot be found at 
major national retailers, Macias said. 
A collector would have to go to a 
hobby store for premium collectible 
cards, which could cost $200 for a 
pack, for example, he said. 

Macias said he knows younger 
children still enjoy playing youth 
baseball just as he did when he was 
young, but kids also have other 
forms of entertainment to choose 
from, such as video games. 

“I like to see dads and moms come 
in here because of the nostalgia. 
That’s what’s cool to me” Macias 
said. “A lot of guys my age bring their 
son or daughter here, getting the kids 
away from video games, at least for a 
little bit.”

BY KATHLEEN SISONTriple Play Treasures
Kingwood shop sells rare trading cards, memorabilia from sports, films

Triple Play Treasures

2618 Chestnut Ridge Road, Kingwood 

281-608-7516

www.tripleplaytreasures.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 1-5 p.m.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Owner Anthony Macias’ mother, Emma Macias, works as the store’s general manager.
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ITEMS FOR SALE

Anthony Macias opened Triple Play 
Treasures on Feb. 18, 2018.

Triple Play Treasures sells sports trading 
cards and memorabilia, such as jerseys.

Triple Play Treasures sells a variety of 
sports and movie memorabilia, such as:

 Trading cards

 Figurines 

 Bobbleheads

 Photographs

 Posters

 Signed equipment and uniforms

� e behavioral
needs of older
adults are unique.

Our Senior Care Program o� ers psychiatric stabilization following behavioral changes 
for senior adults (ages 55+). While patients are in the hospital, our specialty program 
can work on life issues associated with aging, such as:
• Depression
• Grief and Loss
• Anxiety or Agitation
• Memory Loss or Confusion

• Medication Management
• Addiction to alcohol or 

prescription medication

• Loss of Independence
• Regaining or improving 

quality of life

1-281-404-1001
KINGWOODPINES.COM

Free assessments 24-hours per day
Contact our admissions department today

When a patient completes treatment, we can help families and 
caregivers continue to improve the patient’s quality of life with:
- MEDICATION EDUCATION - CAREGIVER SUPPORT - 

- CONNECTION WITH COMMUNITY RESOURCES -
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Kingwood Taco Shop
 Eatery on Mills Branch Drive seeks to become a pillar in the community

B   efore opening Kingwood Taco 
Shop, Greg Mata worked the 

night shift as a machine operator at a 
brewery in Houston for 15 years. Even 
though his family of five had built 
financial stability and a steady routine, 
Mata said he longed for a better way to 
serve the community. 

After some time journaling and 
praying, Mata got an answer when his 
wife recovered from a heart attack and 
coma, he said.

“She was in the parking lot of Riv-
erwood Middle School [in Kingwood], 
about to start her workday as a special 
needs paraprofessional,” Mata said. 

She recovered, and Mata said he has 
been on a mission to serve the commu-
nity ever since.

“I would never have prayed to be a 

restaurant owner,” Mata said. “Because 
I don’t know anything about restau-
rants, cooking or running a business.” 

Through his church, Mata got in 
touch with a woman named Cecilia 
from Cleveland, Texas, who had been 
looking for work as a restaurant cook, 
and her son David, whom Mata hired 
as one of the restaurant’s managers. 

Kingwood Taco Shop on Mills 
Branch Drive received approval to 
begin construction two days before 
Hurricane Harvey hit Houston, Mata 
said. Although the restaurant did not 
flood, construction was delayed, and 
the restaurant opened May 5, 2018.

He said the menu is just a guide, 
and besides tacos, the restaurant offers 
what Cecilia wants to make: tamales, 
menudo, chile rellenos, enchiladas and 

chicken mole. 
“She makes all the dishes the way 

she would make [them] for her family,” 
Mata said. “That’s the love that brings 
customers back. And I want people to 
try new things rather than just their 
standard taco favorite.”

Mata said he gets a sense that King-
wood Taco Shop is successful because 
of its food. But he foresees it growing 
into something wonderful in the  
community.

“I knew I wanted to build a taco 
place in Kingwood, because this 
community supports local businesses,” 
Mata said. “Ours is a family affair. We 
want to share the love that God [has] 
given me, and that’s what we are all 
about. ... I just feel like this is what 
we’re supposed to do.”

BY KATHLEEN SISON

Kingwood Taco Shop

2510 Mills Branch Drive, Ste. 120, 
Kingwood

281-973-1098

www.kingwoodtacoshop.com

Hours: Tue.-Fri. 7 a.m.-8 p.m.,  
Sat. 7 a.m.-2 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 
closed Monday
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DINING FEATURE

Owner Greg Mata (left) opened King-
wood Taco Shop in May 2018. 

THREE DISHES TO TRY

Tacos are served in freshly made flour 
or corn tortillas with refried beans and 
Mexican rice. Tacos can be topped with 
cilantro, onion, cheese or pico de gallo. 
Besides tacos, the restaurant serves 
tamales, menudo, chile rellenos, enchiladas 
and chicken mole.

1  Picadillo ($3)
This taco is filled with ground beef and 
diced potatoes and wrapped in a tortilla.

2  Carne guisada  ($3)
This option includes a tortilla filled with 
beef pot roast covered in gravy.

3  Azado de puerco  ($3)
This taco is served with pork in a 
homemade chili sauce.
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New Homes from the $200s

Join our VIP list at BalmoralHouston.comPrices and availability subject to change without notice. 1/19

Ashton Woods · CastleRock · Colina Homes · D.R. Horton · Empire
Gray Point by Gehan Homes · Highland Homes · HistoryMaker Homes

Lennar · Taylor Morrison · Trendmaker Homes · Westin Homes

New Information Center & Lagoon

Now Open!
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Visit our state-of-the-art Information Center and Texas’ First  two-acre 
Crystal Clear Lagoon that boasts a 7,500 sq. ft. clubhouse, resort-style pool, 

white sand beaches, splashpad and much more!

The Lagoon Life awaits!
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GUIDE
COMPILED BY ZAC EZZONE

DESIGNED BY LINDSAY SCOTT

There are a variety of local summer camps for 
children of all ages and interests to participate 
in this coming summer. There are camps 
available for children interested in music, 
nature and other subjects. This list is not 
comprehensive.

LAKE HOUSTON AREA

ACADEMICS
Discovery College
Discovery College at Lone Star 
College-North Harris provides 
an opportunity for students to 
grow with a variety of science, 
technology, engineering, art and 
math-based programs as well 
as athletics and performing and 
visual arts. Ages 6-17. June 10-27, 
July 8-11. Cost TBD.

LSC-North Harris,
2700 W.W. Thorne Drive, Houston
281-618-5602 
www.lonestar.edu/ 
discovery-college

 Language Kids World
Language Kids World offers 
two different sessions for two 

July 15-19. $495

1580 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood
281-358-7625 
http://locations.schoolofrock.
com/kingwood

School of Rock Summer Camp
Campers are provided with 
workshops, clinics and private 
instruction during the one-week 
camp. At the end of the week, 
campers put on a live perfor-
mance that friends and family 
can attend. Ages 7-17. Aug. 5-9. 
$495

1580 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood
281-358-7625 
http://locations.schoolofrock.
com/kingwood

age groups in which campers 
will learn about cultures and 
their languages. Ages 3-5, 6-10. 
Dates and prices have not be 
announced as of press time.

Pump it Up,
23810 Hwy. 59, Kingwood
281-565-1388 
www.languagekids.com

ARTS
Classic Rock Rewind Camp
Campers will learn how to play 
classic rock music, such as The 
Rolling Stones, The Beatles and 
Led Zeppelin. At the end of the 
week, campers put on a live per-
formance that friends and family 
can attend. Ages 7-17.  

DAY CAMPS
Children’s Spring Break Camp
Mercer Botanic Gardens holds 
a spring break camp at which 
children can learn about the dif-
ferent plants found in the park.  
Ages 8-11. March 11-14. $40

Mercer Botanic Gardens,
22306 Aldine Westfield Road, 
Humble
713-274-4160 
www.hcp4.net

Garden Explorers Summer 
Camp
Mercer Botanic Gardens holds 
four different three-day camps, 
including Butterflies and Bees, 
World Traveler, A-B-Seeds and 
Birds of a Feather. Ages vary for 

each camp. June 4-27. $30 dona-
tion suggested

Mercer Botanic Gardens,
22306 Aldine Westfield Road, 
Humble
713-274-4160 
www.hcp4.net

Summer Nature Camp
Jesse H. Jones Park hosts differ-
ent four-day education summer 
programs. Details on each pro-
gram have not be released yet. 
Ages 5-12. June 4-Aug. 2. $30 
donation suggested

Jesse H. Jones Park
20634 Kenswick Drive, Humble
281-446-8588 
www.hcp4.net
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courses those students were enrolled in, 
according to college enrollment data.

“More and more students … that 
weren’t here this last semester and the 
spring semester before … have gotten 
their homes and lives back together, 
and they are ready to resume their edu-
cations,” LSC-Kingwood President Kath-
erine Persson said. 

While LSC-Kingwood is fi nishing 
rebuilding its campus, SJC is planning 
to break ground on the fi rst building at 
its Generation Park campus this spring, 
SJC Chancellor Brenda Hellyer said. 

About 3,000 students will take classes 
at the building when it opens in 2020, 
and about 15,000 students will attend 
the campus when it is fully built, she 
said. The timeline for build-out of the 
campus is not confi rmed, but Hellyer 
said she hopes it is in 10 years.

“We’re going to continue the planning 
[and] envisioning what a campus would 
look like out there, but I don’t think we 
will [build-out] right away,” Hellyer said.

DECREASING ENROLLMENT, REVENUE

LSC-Kingwood recorded its high-
est-ever enrollment in the fall 2017 
semester before Harvey hit. Aft er 
Harvey, most of the classes off ered at 
LSC-Kingwood were moved to an online 
format due to the loss of classroom 
space, LSC-Kingwood Director of Facili-
ties Eddie McFadden said. 

Prior to the ongoing spring 2019 
semester, credit and contact hours 
declined every semester since Hurricane 
Harvey, according to Lone Star College 
System enrollment data.

federal funding, Head said. 
So far, the college has received 

$10 million in insurance payments 
and has requested $15 million in fund-
ing from the Texas Legislature, which 
began its 86th session in January. Head 
said the college hopes to have the rest of 
the expenses reimbursed by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 

To initially cover all of the reconstruc-
tion costs, the college used contingency 
funds from its $485 million bond pro-
gram, which voters approved in 2014. 

Because the college used bond funds 
to assist with reconstruction, Head said 
LSCS had to delay some of its projects by 
up to six months. This includes the new 
$27.59 million Healthcare Instructional 
Building at LSC-Kingwood, which is 
slated to open in 2021.

BREAKING NEW GROUND

Most of the area around Generation 
Park—a 4,000-acre mixed-use devel-
opment—has been within SJC’s taxing 
district since the 1960s, but all of the 
college system’s existing campuses are 
located east and southeast of Houston. 
SJC’s North Campus is located about 
9 miles away from Generation Park, 
south of Hwy. 90, Hellyer said. 

She said the college system decided 
it was time to open a campus on the 
northern edge of its district because 

of the rapid population growth taking 
place there. The population of ZIP code 
77044—which includes Generation 
Park—increased from 30,006 to 42,665 
from 2011-17, according to Census data. 

Hellyer said the college is working 
with a budget of about $22 million for 
the fi rst 51,172-square-foot building, 
which is located on the 57 acres SJC 
purchased from McCord Development—
Generation Park’s developer—in 2015. 
The college system is funding the proj-
ect through a mix of revenue acquired 
aft er selling land as well as money from 
its $425 million bond program voters 
approved in 2015. 

SJC will initially focus on off ering 
general academic courses at the new 
campus, such as English and math for 
students who are just beginning their 
educations in the fi rst building, Hellyer 
said. As the campus develops and more 
businesses open in Generation Park, SJC 
will add programs that meet the work-
force needs of the area. 

“[Workforce programs are] our his-
tory; that’s our reputation,” Hellyer said. 
“That’s what we do, but as the business 
park builds out, then we will be able to 
talk with those companies that come in 
and … design it the right way.”

LSCS Chancellor Stephen Head said 
the losses in credit and contact hours is 
important because they aff ect the col-
lege system’s revenue. Credit hours are 
assigned to courses and determine how 
much a student pays in tuition, while 
the state of Texas provides funding to 
colleges based on contact hours—the 
amount of time a student spends in the 
classroom for each course.

Head said the college has lost about 
$6 million in revenue from state funding 
and student tuition and fees because 
of the decreases in credit and contact 
hours since Harvey.

However, with the college now fully 
reopened, LSC-Kingwood recorded 
increases of 4.6 percent and 3.7 percent 
in credit and contact hours, respectively, 
for the spring 2019 semester compared 
to spring 2018. Head said the rise is 
promising, but he is focused on main-
taining these increases in fall 2019.

“The fall enrollments are critical for 
us because then we know what per-
centage of high school students we’re 
getting, and then we can do budgets,” 
Head said. 

REBUILDING PROCESS

The fl ooding at LSC-Kingwood 
resulted in about $40 million in dam-
ages, which the college is covering 
through fl ood insurance, and state and 

Lone Star College-Kingwood 
and San Jacinto College offer 

different rates for students 
who live in and out of their 

taxing districts.

TUITION 
BREAKDOWN

In district: $800

Out of district: $1,940

Out of state: $2,360

In district: $774

Out of district: $1,314

Out of state: $2,094

*TOTALS INCLUDE TUITION AND FEES 
FOR 12 CREDIT HOURS. 

LONE STAR COLLEGE-KINGWOOD*

LAKE HOUSTON AREA 
COLLEGE CAMPUSES SAN JACINTO COLLEGE*

  Will consist of nine 
buildings
 Fully built-out in 10 years
  Will hold about 15,000 

students
  Programs to serve 

workforce needs

FUTURE PLANS

51,172 square feet

Cost: $22 million

Holds 3,000 students

Opens in 2020

General academic 
courses

NEW SJC CAMPUS
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SAN JACINTO COLLEGE
GENERATION PARK CAMPUS

Moving 
north 
San Jacinto College is building 
its northernmost campus within 
Generation Park to meet the need of 
the area’s growing population. The land 
near Generation Park has been within 
SJC’s taxing district since the 1960s. 

SOURCES: LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM, SAN JACINTO 
COLLEGE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Our primary care doctors make your family their top priority. 

We provide personalized care for your whole family, 
including physicals, immunizations and preventive care.

Many of our practices:
• Provide online scheduling

• Offer same-day appointments

• Are conveniently located close to work or home

• Accept most major insurance plans
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courses those students were enrolled in, 
according to college enrollment data.

“More and more students … that 
weren’t here this last semester and the 
spring semester before … have gotten 
their homes and lives back together, 
and they are ready to resume their edu-
cations,” LSC-Kingwood President Kath-
erine Persson said. 

While LSC-Kingwood is fi nishing 
rebuilding its campus, SJC is planning 
to break ground on the fi rst building at 
its Generation Park campus this spring, 
SJC Chancellor Brenda Hellyer said. 

About 3,000 students will take classes 
at the building when it opens in 2020, 
and about 15,000 students will attend 
the campus when it is fully built, she 
said. The timeline for build-out of the 
campus is not confi rmed, but Hellyer 
said she hopes it is in 10 years.

“We’re going to continue the planning 
[and] envisioning what a campus would 
look like out there, but I don’t think we 
will [build-out] right away,” Hellyer said.

DECREASING ENROLLMENT, REVENUE

LSC-Kingwood recorded its high-
est-ever enrollment in the fall 2017 
semester before Harvey hit. Aft er 
Harvey, most of the classes off ered at 
LSC-Kingwood were moved to an online 
format due to the loss of classroom 
space, LSC-Kingwood Director of Facili-
ties Eddie McFadden said. 

Prior to the ongoing spring 2019 
semester, credit and contact hours 
declined every semester since Hurricane 
Harvey, according to Lone Star College 
System enrollment data.

federal funding, Head said. 
So far, the college has received 

$10 million in insurance payments 
and has requested $15 million in fund-
ing from the Texas Legislature, which 
began its 86th session in January. Head 
said the college hopes to have the rest of 
the expenses reimbursed by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 

To initially cover all of the reconstruc-
tion costs, the college used contingency 
funds from its $485 million bond pro-
gram, which voters approved in 2014. 

Because the college used bond funds 
to assist with reconstruction, Head said 
LSCS had to delay some of its projects by 
up to six months. This includes the new 
$27.59 million Healthcare Instructional 
Building at LSC-Kingwood, which is 
slated to open in 2021.

BREAKING NEW GROUND

Most of the area around Generation 
Park—a 4,000-acre mixed-use devel-
opment—has been within SJC’s taxing 
district since the 1960s, but all of the 
college system’s existing campuses are 
located east and southeast of Houston. 
SJC’s North Campus is located about 
9 miles away from Generation Park, 
south of Hwy. 90, Hellyer said. 

She said the college system decided 
it was time to open a campus on the 
northern edge of its district because 

of the rapid population growth taking 
place there. The population of ZIP code 
77044—which includes Generation 
Park—increased from 30,006 to 42,665 
from 2011-17, according to Census data. 

Hellyer said the college is working 
with a budget of about $22 million for 
the fi rst 51,172-square-foot building, 
which is located on the 57 acres SJC 
purchased from McCord Development—
Generation Park’s developer—in 2015. 
The college system is funding the proj-
ect through a mix of revenue acquired 
aft er selling land as well as money from 
its $425 million bond program voters 
approved in 2015. 

SJC will initially focus on off ering 
general academic courses at the new 
campus, such as English and math for 
students who are just beginning their 
educations in the fi rst building, Hellyer 
said. As the campus develops and more 
businesses open in Generation Park, SJC 
will add programs that meet the work-
force needs of the area. 

“[Workforce programs are] our his-
tory; that’s our reputation,” Hellyer said. 
“That’s what we do, but as the business 
park builds out, then we will be able to 
talk with those companies that come in 
and … design it the right way.”

LSCS Chancellor Stephen Head said 
the losses in credit and contact hours is 
important because they aff ect the col-
lege system’s revenue. Credit hours are 
assigned to courses and determine how 
much a student pays in tuition, while 
the state of Texas provides funding to 
colleges based on contact hours—the 
amount of time a student spends in the 
classroom for each course.

Head said the college has lost about 
$6 million in revenue from state funding 
and student tuition and fees because 
of the decreases in credit and contact 
hours since Harvey.

However, with the college now fully 
reopened, LSC-Kingwood recorded 
increases of 4.6 percent and 3.7 percent 
in credit and contact hours, respectively, 
for the spring 2019 semester compared 
to spring 2018. Head said the rise is 
promising, but he is focused on main-
taining these increases in fall 2019.

“The fall enrollments are critical for 
us because then we know what per-
centage of high school students we’re 
getting, and then we can do budgets,” 
Head said. 

REBUILDING PROCESS

The fl ooding at LSC-Kingwood 
resulted in about $40 million in dam-
ages, which the college is covering 
through fl ood insurance, and state and 

Lone Star College-Kingwood 
and San Jacinto College offer 

different rates for students 
who live in and out of their 

taxing districts.

TUITION 
BREAKDOWN

In district: $800

Out of district: $1,940

Out of state: $2,360

In district: $774

Out of district: $1,314

Out of state: $2,094

*TOTALS INCLUDE TUITION AND FEES 
FOR 12 CREDIT HOURS. 
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  Will hold about 15,000 
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Moving 
north 
San Jacinto College is building 
its northernmost campus within 
Generation Park to meet the need of 
the area’s growing population. The land 
near Generation Park has been within 
SJC’s taxing district since the 1960s. 
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BY ZAC EZZONE

Construction of three new segments 
of the Grand Parkway extending the 
road from Hwy. 59 in New Caney to Hwy. 
146 in Baytown could lead to additional 
development and population growth in 
the New Caney area, experts say.

Grand Parkway Infrastructure—
which is a joint venture among Ferrovial 
Agroman, Webber LLC and Granite Con-
struction Inc.—began construction on 
the 52.8-mile tollway extension in sum-
mer 2018 and plans to complete con-
struction in 2022, GPI Public Relations 
Manager Janice Hayes said.

The extension of the Grand Parkway 
creates access to undeveloped land 
in New Caney that offi  cials say could 
attract businesses and residents. This 
could lead to economic growth, as well 
as an increase in student enrollment at 
New Caney ISD, NCISD director of pub-
lic relations Scott Powers said.

“We expect the Grand Parkway exten-
sion to facilitate student enrollment 
growth since there is undeveloped land 
along the planned route,” Powers said. 

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS

In March 2017, the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation awarded GPI 
with a $894 million contract to design 
and build segments H, from Hwy. 59 to 
Hwy. 90; I-1, from Hwy. 90 to I-10; and 
I-2, from  I-10 to Hwy. 146. Hayes said the 
entire project—including land acquisi-
tion—will cost close to $1.28 billion. 

All of the segments are under con-
struction and are planned to open at 
the same time in 2022. Aft er the road-
way opens, drivers will be able to take 
the Grand Parkway continuously from 
Hwy. 146 in Baytown around Houston to 
Hwy. 59 in Fort Bend County. Hayes said 
TxDOT is still determining the number 
and cost of tolls along the roadway. 

Aft er Segments H, I-1 and I-2 are com-
pleted, there will be three proposed seg-
ments of the Grand Parkway remaining. 
Once complete, the Grand Parkway will 
form a 180-mile loop that runs through 
seven counties in the Houston area.  

DEVELOPMENT, ECONOMIC EFFECTS

Development is already underway 
near Segment G of the Grand Parkway, 
which ends at Hwy. 59 in New Caney. 
Located at the intersection of the two 
roadways is Valley Ranch Town Cen-
ter, a 240-acre mixed-use development 
with retail, dining and entertainment 
options, and a multifamily housing 
development coming soon. 

Kevin Layne, The Signorelli Company 
commercial division vice president said 
when Segment G of the Grand Parkway 
opened in 2016, it triggered massive 
growth in home sales and retail leases in 
the New Caney area. According to Cen-
sus data, between 2014-17, 359 homes 
were built in ZIP code 77357—which 
includes New Caney.

Layne said he expects a similar out-
come when Segment H opens in 2022. 
The Signorelli Co. broke ground on a 
456-unit multifamily development at 
Valley Ranch Town Center in August, 
with plans for additional multifamily 
developments in the future.

Farther south of the Grand Parkway, 
Kingwood and other parts of the Lake 
Houston area could see some economic 
growth when the new segments open 
as well, said Mark Mitchell, president 
of the Lake Houston Economic Develop-
ment Partnership. 

“From a retail, tourist and commer-
cial-industrial perspective, it’s going 
to create easier access to [George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport and Port of 
Houston], and that all supports our area 
in general,” Mitchell said.

NCISD ENROLLMENT GROWTH

In additional to commercial growth, 
residential development is also under-
way, said Rick Hatcher, Greater East 
Montgomery County Chamber of Com-
merce president. 

This residential growth is seen in 
NCISD where the number of students 
enrolled at the district has increased 
from 12,979 to 15,290 between 2014-15 
and 2018-19, according to district data.  

Powers said NCISD is conducting a 
For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

Grand Parkway extension slated to spur 
population, development in New Caney

demographic study with Population 
and Survey Analysts that will help the 
district understand how the Grand Park-
way extension could aff ect enrollment. 

The district’s most recent demo-
graphic study in 2016 projected NCISD 
student enrollment to reach 22,905 by 
the 2025-26 school year. 

The study also projected close to 
11,000 homes will be built within the 
district between March 2015 and Octo-
ber 2025, with 989 projected to be built 

within Valley Ranch Town Center and 
760 projected to be built in Tavola, which 
is located north of the Grand Parkway.

“Any time there is a major develop-
ment of a highway ... it’s going to spark 
new businesses. ... If there are jobs to be 
had, many times there’s going to be resi-
dences built for people to live close by to 
those jobs,” Hatcher said.

NEW CANEY

BAYTOWN

KINGWOOD

HUFFMAN

CROSBY

PORTER

GRAND PARKWAY
Construction is underway on a 52.8-mile stretch of road 
that will extend the Grand Parkway from Hwy. 59 in New 
Caney to Hwy. 146 in Baytown.

E X P A N D I N G  T H E

DRIVER PROJECTIONS

NEW CANEY ISD GROWTH

Drivers projected to use Segment H daily

By 2025 NCISD is estimated to add about

2025
11,600 CARS

11,000 HOMES 
8,000  STUDENTS 

2040
35,400 CARS

SOURCES: HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL, GRAND PARKWAY INFRASTRUCTURE, POPULATION AND SURVEY ANALYSTS, 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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TOTAL COST
Construction of the new Grand Parkway segments 
is estimated to cost

$1.28 BILLION 
NMap not to scale
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Construction of three new segments 
of the Grand Parkway extending the 
road from Hwy. 59 in New Caney to Hwy. 
146 in Baytown could lead to additional 
development and population growth in 
the New Caney area, experts say.

Grand Parkway Infrastructure—
which is a joint venture among Ferrovial 
Agroman, Webber LLC and Granite Con-
struction Inc.—began construction on 
the 52.8-mile tollway extension in sum-
mer 2018 and plans to complete con-
struction in 2022, GPI Public Relations 
Manager Janice Hayes said.

The extension of the Grand Parkway 
creates access to undeveloped land 
in New Caney that offi  cials say could 
attract businesses and residents. This 
could lead to economic growth, as well 
as an increase in student enrollment at 
New Caney ISD, NCISD director of pub-
lic relations Scott Powers said.

“We expect the Grand Parkway exten-
sion to facilitate student enrollment 
growth since there is undeveloped land 
along the planned route,” Powers said. 

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS

In March 2017, the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation awarded GPI 
with a $894 million contract to design 
and build segments H, from Hwy. 59 to 
Hwy. 90; I-1, from Hwy. 90 to I-10; and 
I-2, from  I-10 to Hwy. 146. Hayes said the 
entire project—including land acquisi-
tion—will cost close to $1.28 billion. 

All of the segments are under con-
struction and are planned to open at 
the same time in 2022. Aft er the road-
way opens, drivers will be able to take 
the Grand Parkway continuously from 
Hwy. 146 in Baytown around Houston to 
Hwy. 59 in Fort Bend County. Hayes said 
TxDOT is still determining the number 
and cost of tolls along the roadway. 

Aft er Segments H, I-1 and I-2 are com-
pleted, there will be three proposed seg-
ments of the Grand Parkway remaining. 
Once complete, the Grand Parkway will 
form a 180-mile loop that runs through 
seven counties in the Houston area.  

DEVELOPMENT, ECONOMIC EFFECTS

Development is already underway 
near Segment G of the Grand Parkway, 
which ends at Hwy. 59 in New Caney. 
Located at the intersection of the two 
roadways is Valley Ranch Town Cen-
ter, a 240-acre mixed-use development 
with retail, dining and entertainment 
options, and a multifamily housing 
development coming soon. 

Kevin Layne, The Signorelli Company 
commercial division vice president said 
when Segment G of the Grand Parkway 
opened in 2016, it triggered massive 
growth in home sales and retail leases in 
the New Caney area. According to Cen-
sus data, between 2014-17, 359 homes 
were built in ZIP code 77357—which 
includes New Caney.

Layne said he expects a similar out-
come when Segment H opens in 2022. 
The Signorelli Co. broke ground on a 
456-unit multifamily development at 
Valley Ranch Town Center in August, 
with plans for additional multifamily 
developments in the future.

Farther south of the Grand Parkway, 
Kingwood and other parts of the Lake 
Houston area could see some economic 
growth when the new segments open 
as well, said Mark Mitchell, president 
of the Lake Houston Economic Develop-
ment Partnership. 

“From a retail, tourist and commer-
cial-industrial perspective, it’s going 
to create easier access to [George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport and Port of 
Houston], and that all supports our area 
in general,” Mitchell said.

NCISD ENROLLMENT GROWTH

In additional to commercial growth, 
residential development is also under-
way, said Rick Hatcher, Greater East 
Montgomery County Chamber of Com-
merce president. 

This residential growth is seen in 
NCISD where the number of students 
enrolled at the district has increased 
from 12,979 to 15,290 between 2014-15 
and 2018-19, according to district data.  

Powers said NCISD is conducting a 
For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

Grand Parkway extension slated to spur 
population, development in New Caney

demographic study with Population 
and Survey Analysts that will help the 
district understand how the Grand Park-
way extension could aff ect enrollment. 

The district’s most recent demo-
graphic study in 2016 projected NCISD 
student enrollment to reach 22,905 by 
the 2025-26 school year. 

The study also projected close to 
11,000 homes will be built within the 
district between March 2015 and Octo-
ber 2025, with 989 projected to be built 

within Valley Ranch Town Center and 
760 projected to be built in Tavola, which 
is located north of the Grand Parkway.

“Any time there is a major develop-
ment of a highway ... it’s going to spark 
new businesses. ... If there are jobs to be 
had, many times there’s going to be resi-
dences built for people to live close by to 
those jobs,” Hatcher said.
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Construction is underway on a 52.8-mile stretch of road 
that will extend the Grand Parkway from Hwy. 59 in New 
Caney to Hwy. 146 in Baytown.
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4 bed/2.5 bath 3,040 sq. ft. $270,000
Daniela Sumbera 
Keller Williams Realty Northeast 832-746-9859

4-5 bed/2.5 bath 2,285 sq. ft. $299,900
Denise Foster  
RE/MAX Integrity 713-857-1430

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Situated near the intersection of Kingwood Drive 
and West Lake Houston Parkway, Fosters Mill 
Village is located near numerous shopping and 
dining options. The neighborhood is also located 
near Lake Houston and the Clubs of Kingwood 
golf course. 

Build-out year: 1982

Median square footage: 3,297

Median home value: $325,000

HOA dues (estimated): $610 

Amenities: parks; swimming pool; close to 
Lake Houston, community events

Property taxes (in dollars):

Humble ISD   1.52
City of Houston   0.58
Harris County   0.42
Harris Health System  0.17
Lone Star College System   0.11
Harris County Flood Control District  0.03
Harris County Department of Education  0.01
Port of Houston  0.01
Total (per $100 valuation) $2.85

$367,400

FOSTERS MILL VILLAGE, 77345 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$118.96$11,186 179

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 1/19/19

20 4

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

4 bed/3.5 bath 4,754 sq. ft.  $339,900
Joan Imperato  
Imperato Fazzino Group 713-502-1100

4 bed/3.5 bath 3,532 sq. ft. $380,000
David Easterwood  
RE/MAX Elite Properties 281-785-7881

4719 Breezy Point Drive

5215 Windy Lake Drive

4918 Middle Falls Drive

5422 Timber Shade Drive

REAL ESTATE

Neighborhood data provided by Deborah Rose Miller
Rose Realty• 281-380-0332 • www.facebook.com/roserealtydeborahrosemiller

HOMES SOLD  (DECEMBER 2018)
Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Price range 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$149,999 or less 8/72 1/30 6/34 2/42 16/35 4/6 5/26

$150,000-$199,999 31/108 7/79 28/49 5/27 24/37 17/27 30/47

$200,000-$299,999 26/187 14/75 52/104 23/105 4/203 26/75 13/97

$300,000-$399,999 9/143 9/58 24/109 8/114 - 2/214 5/107

$400,000-$499,999 4/184 1/146 10/91 2/303 - 1/108 3/90

$500,000-$599,999 - - 2/0 1/187 - - 1/137

$600,000-$799,999 - 1/38 - - - - -

$800,000-$999,999 - - - - - - -

$1 million + - - - - - - -

MARKET DATA

Price 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

0

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN DECEMBER  2017 VS.  2018

+2.3%
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DEALS THIS MONTH

BEAUTY & FITNESS
Amazing Lash Studio - Summerwood ......... 21

F45 Training - Summerwood ...................... 23

DINING
Amedeo’s .................................................. 23

Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers  ... 23

J Christophers Pizza and Pasta ................... 19

Kingwood Bagel ........................................ 21

Mama Fu’s ................................................. 22

ENTERTAINMENT
Stage Right ................................................ 23

HOME & GARDEN
Moore Supply Co. - Humble ....................... 20

MEDICAL
Get Well Health Clinic ................................ 20

Kingwood Perfect Smiles ........................... 20

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Goode Air Conditioning & Heating Inc ....... 21

RETAIL
Designer Shoe Source - Kingwood ............. 22

Picture Perfect Interiors & Gifts .................. 22

Wild Birds Unlimited - Kingwood ............... 22
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Moore Supply Company, Humble’s best kept secret, has been operating in Humble, 
Texas since 1969. Since opening, we have provided wholesale plumbing supplies 
and an endless selection of affordable and top of the line plumbing products for all of 
your home and business needs. Our sales staff provides expert service and 
knowledge that online and home improvement stores cannot offer. 

Stop by and visit your local plumbing supply 
at 1002 N. Houston Ave. 
Humble, TX 77338
Or give us a call at (281) 446-7131

Humble Westfi eld Rd.
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mooresupplyhouston.com
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HOURS: 
Monday-Friday • 6AM–3PM

Saturday-Sunday • 6AM–2PM

SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH ALL DAY!  
Full Menu!

Including Sandwiches and Salads

2855 W LAKE HOUSTON PKWY STE 108, HUMBLE, TX 77339
(281) 360-8006

SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH ALL DAY!  

2855 W LAKE HOUSTON PKWY STE 108, HUMBLE, TX 77339
(281) 360-8006(281) 360-8006

KINGWOOD DR

TOWN CENTER  PL
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3 FREE BAGELS
W/ PURCHASE OF 6

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON 
EXPIRES 3/10/19

4 FREE BAGELS
W/ PURCHASE OF BAKERS DOZEN

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON 
EXPIRES 3/10/19

$2 OFF LUNCH OR
 DELI SANDWICH

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON 
EXPIRES 3/10/19

/CAREERS

Become an
IMPACTER

NEWSPAPER
THAT’S GROWING 

We’re the



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com22

Join our mailing list at
www.ppinteriorsandgifts.com

#ppinteriorsandgifts

832-533-2012
5360-A FM 1960 & 
Timber Forest Blvd
Humble, TX 77346 Atascocita Rd.Timber 

Forest Dr.

FM1960

A new
HOME DECOR AND GIFTS STORE

has opened in Humble!

DESIGNER QUALITY HOME DECOR AND ACCESSORIES FOR:
ANY ROOM • ANY PROJECT • ANY SIZE

Everything you need to redecorate 
and  refresh your home. 

Specializing in traditional, transitional 
and contemporary styles. 

CUSTOM FLORAL DESIGNS • DESIGNERS ON STAFF

50% OFF OR MORE

1550 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood, 77339 | 281-608-7539
Chelsea Deli Shopping Center

Name brand shoes & handbags 
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A Kingwood tradition 
since 1985

 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

CATERING MENU
PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE

amedeos.net

22704 LOOP 494 
KINGWOOD, TX 77339

281-359-4451

$10 OFF 
TWO DINNER ENTREES 

OF $30 OR MORE
VALID MON.-THURS. ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY 

OTHER OFFER. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS. ONE
COUPON PER TABLE. DINE IN ONLY.

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/19

Innovation, Motivation, Results!
The best time for new beginnings is NOW

S U M M E R W O O D

F45training.com/Summerwood
“Follow” us on Instagram: F45_training_Summerwood
“Like” our Facebook Page: F45trainingSummerwood

14609 West Lake Houston Pkwy #C 
Houston, TX 77044W
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SUMMER LAKE RANCH DR.

For More Info Call 
713-936-5245

Grand Opening 
Feb. 16th!

Come celebrate with 
us from 8am-1pm! 

Mention ad for a F45 water
bottle & gym towel!

PERSONAL TRAINING EXPERIENCEWE OFFER A

WITHIN A FUN ENERGIZED GROUP TRAINING ENVIRONMENT
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