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Finance, safety on districts' minds this legislative session 
BY HALEY MORRISON

With the 2019 Texas Legislative 
session set to convene Jan. 8, local 
school district leaders are keep-
ing  tabs on bills that could aff ect  
fi nances, security and accountability. 

Several legislative committees are 

tackling these issues, said state Sen. 
Larry Taylor, R-Friendswood. Changes 
to the school fi nance system, incen-
tives for high-performing schools and 
enhanced security resources are all 
on the list of priorities, he said. As of 
Dec. 5, more than 100 of the nearly 

700 total fi led dealt with schools and 
education, but more could be fi led in 
the coming months. 

Here is a primer on the three top 
concerns facing local districts: school  
fi nance, accountability and safety.

Hwy. 288 driving another 
wave of economic expansion
Developers take advantage of regional momentum

BY MATT DULIN

With substantial completion of 
the Hwy. 288 toll lanes project less 
than a year away, residents and busi-
ness owners alike are eager to see 
fewer lane closures and construction 
cones. But in the wake of the project, 

even more development is expected 
to come to the already built-up corri-
dor.

“It’s going to be a game-changer 
for Pearland and change the tapestry 
of the whole community,”  Pearland 
Chamber of Commerce President 

Carol Artz-Bucek said.
Once complete, the expressway 

project, which is adding four toll 
lanes down the median of Hwy. 288 
from CR 60 to Hwy. 59 near down-
town Houston, is expected to make 

 CONTINUED ON 20

High-traffic 
highway

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

The average annual 
daily traffi c on Hwy. 
288 in Pearland has 
been on an upward 
trend.
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*The laws relating to the practice of acupuncture vary from state to state. Please visit  modacu.com/tx033 for clinic 
ownership information, offer details and any state specific disclaimers. Franchises available.

19431 Gatebrook Dr. Suite 1 Webster, TX 77598  |  281-672-7944 | modacu.com/tx033
CLEAR LAKE

TO SHOW OUR GRATITUDE 
DURING THE HOLIDAYS, ENJOY 
YOUR FIRST SESSION FOR FREE.

modacu.com

BEAUTY  |  PAIN  |  STRESS

Offer valued at $39. Valid for new patients only. See clinic for chiropractor(s)’ name and license info. 
Clinics managed and/or owned by franchisee or Prof. Corps. Restrictions may apply to Medicare 
eligible patients. Individual results may vary.

© 2018 The Joint Corp. All Rights Reserved. The Joint Chiropractic® is a registered trademark of 
The Joint Corp. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

thejoint.com

NO INSURANCE NEEDED  |  OPEN EVENINGS & WEEKENDS  |  WALK-INS WELCOME  |  VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED

Join the millions of Americans who have found relief, 
recovery and wellness, through chiropractic’s natural 
drug-free approach.

We’ve Got You Covered!

Clear Lake
19431 Gatebrook Dr. #2
Webster, TX 77598
(281) 823-9281

Pearland Parkway
2680 Pearland Pkwy Ste 140
Pearland, TX 77581
(346) 229-5810

League City
1620 W. FM 646 Ste C
League City, TX 77573
(281) 724-0088

Shadow Creek
2810 Business Center Dr. Ste #134
Pearland, TX 77584
(281) 205-0077

VETERAN OWNED 
AND OPERATED
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It’s a mother’s natural instinct to protect her child with a
fierce determination. That instinct starts before birth as she
seeks the best prenatal care she can find, and it drives im-
portant choices about how – and where – she wants to give
birth. Texas Children’s Pavilion for Women is equally fierce
about the quality of care and services we provide. From the
day we opened our doors, we were determined to create a
brand new model of care, one that partners with, empowers
and supports women and their families, and encourages
them to bond fiercely and care confidently for their new child.
We’re here for you, for life.

It’s a mother’s natural instinct to protect her child with a fierce
determination. That instinct starts before birth as she seeks the
best prenatal care she can find, and it drives important choices
about how – and where – she wants to give birth. Texas Children’s
Pavilion for Women is equally fierce about the quality of care and
services we provide. From the day we opened our doors, we were
determined to create a brand new model of care, one that partners
with, empowers and supports women and their families, and en-
courages them to bond fiercely and care confidently for their new
child. We’re here for you, for life.
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What makes mothers wise? Maybe it’s the parenting books they read,
the advice handed down, or perhaps the biological and physiological
changes that sharpen their senses and help them focus on what’s
most important – their child. At Texas Children’s Pavilion for Women,
what’s important to us is supporting healthy pregnancies and 
deliveries, even among those at higher risk of complications. Our
focus is on individualized care, quality not quantity, and technology
and innovations that help us work smarter to achieve the best 
outcomes. Because we believe putting patients first always makes
sense. We’re here for you, for life.

Savvy

Visit us at our Pearland location:
9003 Broadway St., Pearland, TX 77584
281-412-4335
women.texaschildrens.org/pearland
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Lowest Prices, Largest Selection

SAME LOW PRICES CASH OR CREDIT

750ml  21.99
750ml  14.99

Mix and/or Match 6 or More 750ml and/or 1.5L WINES and save 10%. 
Excludes items with prices ending in 7. Cannot be combined with any other Total Wine & More WINE promotion or discount.  

Offer valid in all Houston, TX locations. Not valid on previous purchases. Valid in-store and online.

10% OFF               OR MORE 

GRAND OPENING
PEARLAND 10322 Broadway Street

11 locations in Houston

THE GIFT THAT 
KEEPS ON 

GIVING

Prices valid 12/11/2018 - 12/31/2018. Rebate offers vary. See store for details. Same Price Cash or 
Credit. Total Wine & More is not responsible for typographical errors, human error or supplier price increases. 
Products while supplies last. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Total Wine & More is a registered 
trademark of Retail Services & Systems, Inc. © 2018 Retail Services & Systems, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Please drink responsibly. Use a designated driver.
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TotalWine.com TotalWineAndMore TotalWine

 GRAND OPENING PEARLAND
Silverlake Village

10322 Broadway Street
Pearland, Texas 77584

(281) 848-0867
 HWY 288 S, take exit toward FM 518-Pearland. Merge onto HWY 288 

Frontage Road. Turn left onto Broadway Street/Smith Miller Road. 

HWY 288 N, take exit toward FM 518-Pearland. Keep right at the fork 
and merge onto Broadway Street/Smith Miller Road. 

 

Total Wine & More is next to Kohls.
HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-9pm, Closed Sunday
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Total
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Kohls

94

Target

BAYBROOK

CINCO RANCH

COPPERFIELD 
GALLERIA

HUMBLE

MEMORIAL

NOW OPEN SUGAR LAND

NOW OPEN THE WOODLANDS

WEST UNIVERSITY

WILLOWBROOK

ALSO VISIT US IN

Decoy By Duckhorn 
Cabernet
California

750ml

15.29
w/discount

16.99

Veuve Clicquot 
Brut NV
France
750ml

40.49
w/discount

44.99

Tito’s 
Handmade 
Vodka, 80

1.75L

24.99

Crown Royal 
Whisky, 80

1.75L

41.99

Shiner Bock, 
Blonde Light
12-12oz btls 

or cans

13.99
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Do you have a question about 
local government or something 
going on in town? Send it to 
plfnews@communityimpact.com.

Papar Faircloth
GENERAL MANAGER

pfaircloth@communityimpact.com

Matt Dulin 
EDITOR
mdulin@communityimpact.com

What an amazing year it has been for 
Pearland and Friendswood. Both fine cit-
ies have seen growth and success in edu-
cation and development, which we have 
been honored to cover for you. December 
is a busy time of year with holiday parties, 
community festivities, family gatherings 
and finishing up the year at work. 

This month, our top lead story explores 
the economic impact and growth that 
Hwy. 288 brings to Pearland and sur-
rounding cities. There is so much more in 
store all along this highway as construc-
tion on the toll lanes wraps up in 2019.

In our second lead story, we look into 
what the 2019 legislative session has in 

store for education. One of our own local 
representatives, Sen. Larry Taylor, served 
on an education committee and shared 
insight into what we can expect. We also 
spoke to Alvin ISD Superintendent Buck 
Gilcrease about his retirement on Page 20.

As you head into the holiday season, we 
truly hope Community Impact Newspaper 
has helped you in some small way. We 
love to hear from our readers, so please 
email or call us and share your favorite 
story we have done this year, or give us a 
tip on what we should cover next.

Happy holidays, merry Christmas and 
happy new year from all of us at Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper!

The Houston-Galveston Area Council recently com-
pleted its roll-out of Text to 911 service across its 23 
dispatch partners, including Brazoria County, but the 
service has been available to many residents already 
through other agencies.

The cities of Friendswood and Pearland have been 
served under the Greater Harris County 911 Emer-
gency Network since 2014, and with H-GAC’s project, 
the areas outside their service areas are covered.

To send a text message, add 911 in the recipient 
field, compose the message, including location and 
nature of the emergency, then press send. This can 
be done on any active phone with texting capabilities 
and service provided by Verizon Wireless, T-Mobile, 
Sprint or AT&T. Other providers piggyback onto one 
of these, so the service is available to them as well.

This service should only be used when one’s safety 
would be compromised if they spoke out loud or if 
the user is deaf, hard of hearing or speech-impaired. 

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR

2018 is hard to top, but 2019 might do it

Can I send a text message to 911?

© 2018 Community Impact Newspaper Co. All Rights 
Reserved. No reproduction of any portion of this issue is 
allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Proudly 
printed by:
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IMPACTS

8  Asian-American restaurant Lora’s 
Kitchen opened Oct. 9 at 2251 Country 
Place Parkway, Pearland. The menu in-
cludes Asian-style breakfasts and noodles 
as well as American comfort foods such 
as burgers, sandwiches and chicken fried 
steak. The restaurant also takes catering 
orders. 832-484-0328.

9  Locally owned Cira’s Pizza opened in 
Friendswood on Nov. 3. Located at 15825 
Hope Village Road, the business serves 
pizzas as well as salads, lasagnas, wings 
and calzones. 832-569-5138.  
www.ciraspizza.com

10  Houston-based Vietnamese chain 
Pho Saigon opened in October at 11625 
Broadway St., Ste. 155. The restaurant 
serves pho, rice plates, vermicelli and other 
Vietnamese dishes. 346-219-0863.  
www.phosaigonnoodlehouse.com

11  Houston Taekwondo opened its new 

NOW OPEN

1  Lavish Cuts Barbershop and Salon 
opened Dec. 11 at 7310 Broadway St., Ste. 
100, Pearland. The shop provides service 
for all hair textures for men, women and 
children from experienced barbers and 
stylists. The shop takes walk-ins but also 
offers online appointments. 346-252-7217. 
www.lavishcuts.com

2  Pokeworks held a grand opening for 
its Pearland location at 2630 Pearland Park-
way, Ste. 110, on Dec. 8. The restaurant of-
fers customizable poke bowls, burritos and 
salads with a choice of raw tuna or salmon, 
cooked chicken, scallops, shrimp and tofu. 
713-396-5232. www.pokeworks.com

3  Raising Cane’s is now open at 1640 
W. Bay Area Blvd., Friendswood. The 
restaurant officially opened on Dec. 4. Rais-
ing Cane’s is known for its chicken fingers 

as well as sweet tea, lemonade, Texas toast 
and Cane’s sauce. 972-930-9933.  
www.raisingcanes.com

4  Total Wine & More opened its 
11th Houston-area location at 10322 
Broadway St., Pearland, on Nov. 15. The 
24,500-square-foot store offers more than 
8,000 wines, 3,000 spirits and 2,500 types 
of beer, including regional and Texas craft 
brands, as well as cigars, bar accessories 
and gifts. The firm was responsible for 
promoting a petition in 2016 to allow liquor 
sales in the city. 281-848-0867.  
www.totalwine.com

5  Zero Degrees had a grand opening 
Nov. 17 for its new location at 11401 Broad-
way St., Ste. 101, Pearland. The Asian-His-
panic fusion chain, serving a variety of 
spicy, savory and sweet snack items, as well 
as colorful smoothies and drinks, also has a 
Pearland Parkway location. 713-474-5730. 
www.zerodegreescompany.com

6  Friendswood-based Kid Creations 
opened a second location Nov. 1 at 11200 
Broadway St., Ste. 710, Pearland. Located 
in the Pearland Town Center, the busi-
ness has arts and crafts supplies for kids, 
including plaster, paintings, mosaics and 
more. While most art is left up to the kid’s 
imagination, parents can drop off their kids 
at the store for structured activities and 
shop. The business also offers BYOB adult 
classes at night. 346-229-4384.  
www.kidcreations4me.com

7  Designer handbag reseller Meme’s 
Treasures opened its first storefront in 
early November at 1635 Broadway St., Ste. 
109, Pearland, after operating as an online 
business for about 15 years. The business 
buys and sells preowned Louis Vuitton 
and Chanel handbags,and authenticates 
products in-house. 936-525-8202. 
 www.memestreasures.com 

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Located at 8619 W Broadway St #105, Pearland, TX 77584 
Easily accessible from Beltway 8 or Highway 288

www.CoastalVascular.net

WE CAN HELP!  
Covered By Most Insurance Plans

Call 281-500-9519
to schedule an appointment

UTERINE 
FIBROIDS

VARICOSE 
VEINS

POOR LEG 
CIRCULATION

Happy holidays!
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FEATURED IMPACT — EXPANSION

Pearland Medical Center’s Medical Surgical Unit became operational Nov. 30. 
The unit, located inside the Pearland Medical Center at 11100 Shadow Creek Parkway, 
Pearland, will hold additional patients and as well as post-surgical cases. There will also 
be four observational beds in the 23-bed unit. While the space has existed since the 
hospital was built, construction on the unit began in June. 713-770-7000.  
www.pearlandmc.com 

location at 2632 CR 59, Manvel, on Aug. 2. 
The business teaches martial arts for kids 
and adults and has a competitive team as 
well. The studio has three other Greater 
Houston locations. 832-336-2009.  
www.hctaekwondo.com 

COMING SOON

12  A new Code Ninjas is opening Dec. 
15 at 8325 Broadway St., Ste. 224. Code 
Ninjas, founded in Pearland, now has over 
300 locations in the U.S. teaching coding 
and technology skills to children age 7 to 
14. It offers after-school courses, drop-in 
visits and camps, with the first winter camp 
starting Dec. 27. This location is expected 
to be staffed entirely by current and former 
Pearland ISD students. 832-777-3662. 
www.codeninjas.com

13  Life Time Athletic Baybrook will 
have its grand opening Dec. 20 at 19250 
Gulfbrook Drive, Friendswood. The 
123,250-square-foot, two-story facility 
will offer an outdoor tennis complex with 
eight courts, family recreation, indoor and 
outdoor aquatic centers, training classes, 
yoga, sauna, steam rooms, personalized 
programs and services, and more.  
www.lifetime.life/baybrook

14  Coomer Ballet Conservatory began 
building out its new space at 12004 Shad-
ow Creek Parkway, Ste. 110, Pearland, in 
October, but an opening date has not yet 
been announced. The space will have three 
studios for classes, camps and bootcamps 
in a variety of dancing styles at multiple 
levels of expertise. 832-736-5838.  
www.coomerballet.com

15  Pearland Learning Center is in 
the final phase of construction and 
expects to open for classes in February 
at 12310 Broadway St., Pearland. The 
20,000-square-foot building exclusively 
features educational opportunities for chil-
dren, ranging from STEM to arts and music. 
832-646-0250.  
www.pearlandlearningcenter.com

RELOCATIONS

16  D.C. Stanley Photography moved 
into its new mixed-use building at 316 
Morningside Drive, in downtown Friend-

swood, on Dec. 11. The new building, in the 
works for almost five years by husband-wife 
owners David and Voula Stanley, is 7,000 
square feet with two stories, with the Stan-
leys residing on the second floor. The first 
floor is shared between a 1,500-square-
foot studio and 1,400 square feet of office 
space for lease. Black Forest Builders, a 
Friendswood company, oversaw design 
and construction. The business has been in 
operation since 2009 and primarily covers 
weddings, school sports and events in the 
area. 281-996-8600.  
www.dcstanleyphotography.com 

ANNIVERSARIES

17  The Hua Xia Chinese School at 2817 
Miller Ranch Road, Ste. 301, Pearland, 
opened 15 years ago in January. The school 
teaches Mandarin Chinese language skills 
to 100-150 students every year, ages 4-18, 
and also provides academic enrichment 
and extracurricular classes such as math, 
chess, drawing, and English reading and 
writing. The school employs 10-15 teach-
ers, and classes are primarily held on Sat-
urdays. The nonprofit Hua Xia, which was 
founded 25 years ago, has campuses in 
Houston, Sugar Land, Katy and Clear Lake. 
832-551-6157. www.houstonhuaxia.org

18  Made-in Friendswood Pharmacy 
and Compounding, 405 E. Parkwood 
Ave., opened a year ago Nov. 6. The phar-
macy fills prescriptions and offers com-
pounding for individual patients’ needs as 
well as for pets.  281-940-8929.  
www.madeinfriendswood.com 

NEW OWNERSHIP

19  Skyhawk Apartments, located at 
17231 Blackhawk Blvd., Friendswood, 
was acquired by Dallas-based Nicholas 
Residential LLC in November and will be 
managed by the firm’s Bellevue Realty 
Management company. Along with en-
hancements to the facilities and grounds, 
the company will rebrand the 224-unit 
community. Nicholas Residential pur-

 COMPILED BY MATT DULIN  
AND HALEY MORRISON 

News or questions about Pearland/Friendswood? 
Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.com.

chased the apartment complex along with 
five others in the Houston area.  
281-482-0003.

IN THE NEWS

20  The city of Pearland held an official 
reopening ceremony for Centennial Park, 
3219 McLean Road, and the trail project 
that connects it with Independence Park on 
Nov. 14. The $2.2 million trail project and 
other improvements to Centennial Park 
were completed months ago, but officials 
were waiting for grasses to regrow before 
unveiling. 281-412-8900.  
www.pearlandparks.com

21  The University of Houston-Clear 
Lake Pearland campus, 1200 Pearland 
Parkway, has received $300,000 in 
donations from Pearland residents Nizam 
and Jesmin Meah, university officials said. 
A gift of $200,000 will go toward provid-
ing equipment for training nurses in the 
nursing simulation lab inside the new 
Health Sciences and Classroom Building 
that opens in spring 2019. A naming gift 
of $100,000 will go toward an extension 
of UHCL’s Center for Autism and Develop-
mental Disabilities, which will be located on 
the first floor of the new building. UHCL has 
a fundraising goal of $20 million by 2020. 
281-212-1700. www.uhcl.edu/pearland

Because  
hurting your 

arm shouldn’t 
cost an arm 
and a leg. From headaches and sore throats to x-rays and lab work, and everything in  

between, get the care you need quick and easy at Next Level Urgent Care.

Pearland 
Open 9am-9pm, 7 days a week

8325 Broadway Suite 220
Pearland, TX 77581

nextlevelurgentcare.com

NXTLV-0158 Community Impact PEARLAND Ad_9.1837x2.6875_MECH.indd   1 4/12/18   11:59 AM
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DEC. 16

Find unique gifts at  
Sugar Plum Village 
The Sugar Plum Village Market will fea-
ture vendors, activities for children, food, 
and Santa Claus. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 
Stevenson Park, 1100 S. Friendswood 
Drive, Friendswood. www.facebook.com/ 
popuphoustonevents 

DEC. 16

Donate a toy to a child  
Friendswood’s Blue Santa Toy Drive will 
be held at Lexus of Clear Lake. The event 
will offer pictures with Santa Claus, fire 
truck tours, face painting, chair massag-
es and a coloring contest. 3 p.m. Free. 
18160 I-45, Friendswood. 281-996-3313. 
www.facebook.com/friendswoodpoa  

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, 
business openings, meetings and more in 
the months of December and January
Find more or submit Pearland/Friendswood events at  
communityimpact.com/plf-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

JAN. 18-20 

Watch Olympic-based 
sporting events 
Pearland is hosting the Texas Amateur 
Athletic Federation Winter Games of 
Texas for the second year. Sporting 
events include basketball, powerlifting, 
pickleball, soccer, softball and tennis. 
The event is modeled after the Olympic 
Games. Times and addresses vary by 
event. www.taaf.com/wintergames 

COURTESY PEARLAND CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU

DEC. 18 

Play golf for Toys for Tots   
Join Southwyck Golf Club for its annual 
four-person scramble fundraiser ben-
efiting Toys for Tots in Brazoria County. 
Players who bring an unwrapped toy will 
receive a $10 discount. 9 a.m. $45. South-
wyck Golf Club, 2901 Clubhouse Drive, 
Pearland. 713-436-9999.  
www.southwyckgc.com  

DEC. 20 

Eat breakfast with Santa 
The Senior Center will host a Breakfast 
with Santa this year. The meal will be 
breakfast tacos from Whataburger. 
9:30-11:30 a.m. Free. Senior Citizen 
Activity Center, 416 Morningside Drive, 
Friendswood. 281-996-3220.  
www.ci.friensdwood.tx.us  

See a full list of events at communityimpact.com/events.

 COMPILED BY HALEY MORRISON LOCAL EVENTS

UFCU.org
Federally insured by NCUA

At University Federal Credit Union®, you’re more than a 
credit score. Whether you’re purchasing new or used or 
looking to refinance, UFCU o�ers the same low rates and 
flexible terms.

When You’re Strong, We’re Strong
We’re dedicated to helping our Members strengthen their 
financial well-being. When you’re ready, we can help you 
find the car — and the loan — that’s right for you. 

Stop by our Victory Lakes or Galveston location to talk to 
a representative, or visit UFCU.org/Autos to learn more.

UFCU Victory Lakes
2500 Gulf Freeway S 
League City, TX 77573

(832) 706-4424

UFCU Galveston
428 Posto�ce St 
Galveston, TX 77550

(409) 877-7774

Dream Cars Really Can 
Come True
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HAPPY MALL-IDAYS
Baybrook Mall has several family-friendly 
events over the next several weeks. 

BAYBROOK MALL 
500 Baybrook Mall Drive, 

Friendswood  
281-488-4627  
www.baybrookmall.com

December

15-16  Shop at local market days

Find gifts from local vendors.  

10 a.m. (Dec. 15), Noon (Dec. 16). Free. 

16   Bay Area Farmers Market 

Find farm-fresh produce for holiday meals. 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free.

15-24   Family photos with Santa

Pet photos available 5-8 p.m Dec. 17. 

Other times vary daily. $39.99-$49.99.

31   Donate blood, get a hoodie 

Donations benefit Gulf Coast Regional 

Blood Center. 1:30-5:30 p.m.  

JAN. 19

Receive a free tree  
The city of Friendswood will give away 
over 100 trees at the annual tree giveaway. 
There is only one tree allowed per family 
and participants must bring a water bill 
or drivers license to prove Friendswood 
residency. 8 a.m. Free. City Hall, 910 S. 
Friendswood Drive, Friendswood. 

COURTESY CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD

DEC. 22-24

Sing carols for Pearland 
senior citizens   
Santa’s Seniors will spread holiday cheer 
at Colonial Oaks Senior Living, Windsong 
Care Center and Trinity Oaks this Christ-
mas season by passing out cards and 
cookies and singing carols to Pearland’s 
seniors. Volunteers are welcome. 10-11 
a.m. Free. 832-964-8322. 

JAN. 3 

Try a new fitness class
The city of Friendswood is hosting a 
Fitness Preview Party, which includes 
10-15 previews of classes the city will be 
offering in 2019. There will also be snacks 
and raffle prizes. 6-8 p.m. Free. Leaves-
ley Park Hangar, 901 Buckingham Drive, 
Friendswood. 281-996-3220. 
www.ci.friendswood.tx.us/activityguide

JAN. 12

Celebrate unity in memory 
of Martin Luther King Jr.
The Pearland MLK Celebration Commit-
tee hosts the annual Martin Luther King 
Jr. Banquet at the Hilton Garden Inn. 
Channel 11 anchor Len Cannon is the 
guest speaker. 6-8 p.m. $50 per person; 
table sponsorships are available.  
www.pearlandmlk.org 

COURTESY PEARLAND MLK CELEBRATION COMMITTEE

See a full list of events at communityimpact.com/events.

 COMPILED BY HALEY MORRISON 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Saturdays 9am-3pm
www.sunlightdentalgroup.com | 832-376-6572

Enter parking via Exxon gas station

Crowns
Veneers
Dentures
Root Canals
Implants
Teeth Whitening

Kid’s Dentistry
Metal-free Dentistry
Periodontal Treatments
Extractions
Invisalign
Six Month Smiles Braces
Sedation Options

FAMILY DENTISTRY • COSMETIC DENTISTRY • IMPLANT DENTISTRY

1816 Pearland Pkwy. Suite 190 
Pearland, TX 77581

Most 
insurance 

plans accepted

0% Interest 
payment 

plans

• Doctor owned practice
• Affordable care
• Emergencies seen 

immediately
• Modern technology

OFFERING

Beltway 8

Pearland Pkwy.

35

518

Barry 
Rose Rd.

McHard 
Rd.

N

Call 832-376-6572 
to make an appointment

MONTESSORI OF 
DOWNTOWN 
2525 County Road 90, 
Pearland, TX 77584
281-412-5763

I N FA N T  T H R O U G H E L E M E N TA R Y
www.montessoridowntown.com

CALL US 281-412-5763

Programs include: School of Infants, School of Toddlers, Pre-Primary, Elementary

NURTURING “SELF-NURTURING “SELF-
INSPIRED” LEARNERS INSPIRED” LEARNERS 
IN A CHILD CENTERED IN A CHILD CENTERED 
ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT End of Year 

Scholarship 
offered for 

all NEW 
Enrollments

Southwyck Pwky.

Northfork Dr.

90
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OUTSMARTING CANCER 
TAKES  LEADING MEDICINE.

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, our teams of nationally recognized 
specialists are finding new ways to outsmart cancer, while delivering the 
most advanced treatments and comprehensive care available. From
screenings to diagnosis and cutting-edge treatments, our leading cancer 
care is available at all seven locations across Greater Houston, so you  
can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/outsmartcancer or call 713.790.2700
to find a doctor in your area. 

Baytown

Willowbrook

Texas Medical Center

West Houston-Katy

Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Clear Lake
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

ONGOING PROJECTS  
2  Brazoria County Expressway

Broadway Street will close at 9 p.m. Jan. 
4  to allow for demolition of the Hwy. 288 
mainlane bridges as part of the Brazoria 
County Expressway project, officials said. 
It will reopen the night of Jan. 6.

Timeline: July 2017-2029

Cost: $97.2 million

Funding sources: Brazoria County, TxDOT

3  Hughes Ranch Road widening

Pearland City Council awarded a $16.68 
million construction contract to Triple B 
Services, LLP on Nov. 26. Work is slated to 
begin in December. The roadway will be 
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upgraded to a four-lane concrete street 
with curbs and gutters from Cullen Boule-
vard to Smith Ranch Road. 

Timeline: December 2018-August 2020

Cost: $33.2 million 

Funding sources: city of Pearland, TxDOT

4  Sam Houston Tollway widening

Construction is on track to finish in early 
2019, widening the tollway from two to 
four lanes in each direction, adding safety 
shoulder lanes and rebuilding toll booths.

Timeline: March 2016-spring 2019

Cost: $200 million

Funding sources: Harris County Toll Road 
Authority

94

All information on this page was updated as of  
12/1/18. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.com.

SMITH  
RANCH RD.

2

1

 COMPILED BY MATT DULIN AND HALEY MORRISON

CROIX RD.

1  CR 59/Magnolia Parkway widening 

The Texas Department of Transportation 
is gathering public input on a project on 
CR 59, now called Magnolia Parkway, from 
CR 48 to Kirby Drive in west Pearland. 
The project will widen the two lanes to 
four lanes with a grass median. It will also 
redesign the road drainage system. TxDOT 
will accept comments by phone at 713-
802-5076.

Timeline: August 2023-2025

Cost: $7.3 million

Funding sources: Brazoria County, TxDOT

W
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W
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N DR.SUNSET DR.

LAUREL DR.

5181B

QUAKER DR.

Friendswood road repairs

As part of Friendswood’s road maintenance plan, 
several projects have been underway, including:

1A  The city repaved asphalt from FM 528 to the city 
limits on Moore Road in November. 

1B  Repaving started on E. Spreading Oaks in No-
vember and will continue to W. Spreading Oaks. 

Timeline: November 2018-September 2019
Cost: $1.8 million
Funding source: city of Friendswood

1AM
A

N
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528

35

Rates Designed 
to Reach Goals 
Get a competitive rate with term 
options as flexible as 3 to 60 
months. Plus, CDs of $100,000 or 
more earn an additional 0.25% APY. 

Visit UFCU.org/EarnMore or call 
(866) 968-6930 to open a CD today.

UFCU.org

2 4 - M O N T H
Certif icate of Deposit (CD)

2.55%
APY

6 0 - M O N T H
Certif icate of Deposit (CD)

3.00%
APY

Federally insured by NCUA
APY = Annual Percentage Yield

Rate effective as of September 14, 2018
Rates are subject to change



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12

OUR MISSION IS TO
Love and Serve You and Yours

Assisted Living and 
Memory Care

Established in 1977

Take a tour 
and receive a
 HOLIDAY

GIFT!

Colonial Oaks at Pearland • 2940 Cullen Pkwy, Pearland, TX 77584 • License # 103887 • 281-997-2500
Colonial Oaks at Pasadena • 4004 Vista Rd, Pasadena, TX 77504 • License # 000951 • 713-941-4663 

www.colonialoaks.org
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Updated Pearland Regional Airport looks to attract more grants, private investment
BY HALEY MORRISON

The Pearland Regional Airport has 
completed $600,000 in Federal Avi-
ation Administration-grant-funded 
projects for improving safety and 
security, with a final inspection in 
mid-November. 

“The grant that just wrapped up is 
just the first step of several develop-
ments we hope to have in place here in 
the near future,” said Stephen Alexan-
der, owner of Texas Aviation Partners, 
the company managing the airport. 

The airport renovations came in 
under budget with improvements to 

the striping, signage, entrance gates 
and power lines. These improvements 
go a long way to make sure airplanes 
and cars do not mix, Alexander said. 

Now the airport is finishing the plan-
ning stages of development from pri-
vate investors, including new hangars. 

“As we improve the airport and the 
runaways and the taxiways and the 
airport infrastructure, it then tends 
to draw private development to the 
area,” Alexander said.

In 2019, the airport will hear 
whether it will receive a grant from 
the FAA and Texas Department of 

Transportation for lighting upgrades. 
Alexander said he is also hoping to 

see the expansion of Pearland Park-
way, which could be funded by a Hous-
ton-Galveston Area Council grant.

“Roadway access is one of the 
areas we really want to improve for 
the airport,” Alexander said. “It’s not 
the easiest place to find if you don’t 
know where you’re going.”

Adding infrastructure could increase 
the airport’s footprint, Pearland City 
Manager Clay Pearson said.

“The airport provides an option 
to private air traffic to avoid more 

congested and more expensive to 
operate airports in the area, so it’s a 
definite niche being filled,” he said. 

The parkway expansion would 
pass directly through airport prop-
erty. It will also widen the two-lane 
road to four, creating easier access to 
the airport, Alexander said. 

“Having better access via Pearland 
Parkway would be a complete game-
changer for accessibility of the airport 
and therefore driving future economic 
development,” Alexander said. 

H-GAC will announce its grant 
funding decisions in March.

Pearland Regional Airport completed $600,000 in grant-funded safety projects in November.CITY/COUNTY
PHOTOS BY HALEY MORRISON/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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PEARLAND REGIONAL AIRPORT

CHRISTMAS EVE  
CANDLELIGHT SERVICES

THE SIENNA CAMPUS  
OF HOUSTON’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH INVITES YOU TO

M O N ,  D E C  2 4  A T  2 P,  4 P  &  6 P

90

59
8

6

SUNDAYS @ 9:30A & 11A 
4309 SIENNA PKWY 
HOUSTONSFIRST.ORG

GREGG MATTE, PASTOR 
MALCOLM MARSHALL, CAMPUS PASTOR
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KEEP YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY WITH 
HOUSTON METHODIST PRIMARY CARE

houstonmethodist.org/pcg  |  713.394.6638
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Our primary care doctors make your family their top priority. 

We provide personalized care for your whole family, 
including physicals, immunizations and preventive care.

Many of our practices:
• Provide online scheduling

• Offer same-day appointments

• Are conveniently located close to work or home

• Accept most major insurance plans
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CITY & COUNTY

Pearland P&Z recommends regulations for new 
massage businesses to thwart sex trafficking

Friendswood seeks FEMA grants for flood resiliency

Consultant: Higher 
water rates needed to 
fund reinvestmentPEARLAND     The Pearland Planning 

& Zoning Commission unanimously 
backed a proposal to place restrictions 
on new massage-oriented businesses 
Nov. 19 as part of an effort to discour-
age and prevent sex trafficking and 
sexually oriented businesses from 
operating in the city. The item will 
need City Council action to become 
official.

“I’m willing to do whatever we have 
to to keep these people out of the 
city,” said Lety Ler, owner of Elements 
Massage in Pearland, at the com-
mission hearing about the proposed 
amendment to the city’s Uniform 
Development Code.

As written the amendment would 
require businesses that provide mas-
sage services to seek a conditional-use 
permit, which are subject to more 
scrutiny and require City Council 
approval. 

The new code would also require 

the business be open no earlier than 
9 a.m. and no later than 9 p.m., win-
dows are transparent and uncovered, 
all doors remain unlocked, and state 
licenses and certifications should be 
posted in the lobby. 

The new rules would not apply 
to existing massage businesses, 
four of which have been flagged by 
anti-sex-trafficking groups as being 
potential brothels in the city. 

FRIENDSWOOD  The city is on the 
“approved alternate” list for the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency’s 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, 
meaning the city will receive funds 
for homeowner buyouts and elevation 
projects if enough are available. 

Meanwhile the city is also apply-
ing for Community Development 
Block Grants for infrastructure 
projects. Friendswood has applied 
for funding for two projects in Harris 
County: $8.5 million for elevating the 
Whispering Pines bridge over Clear 
Creek and $2 million for building an 

emergency shelter.
With only $4.4 million available 

from the grant the city would need to 
come up with the difference in fund-
ing if the projects are approved.

For Galveston County the city 
is seeking $2.8 million to help 
with construction on Friendswood 
Lakes Boulevard, $2.7 million for a 
flood-control project, $1.6 million to 
combine lift stations 1 and 17, among 
other projects. 

However, only $2.7 million total 
is available to the city for Galveston 
County projects.

FRIENDSWOOD   The city of Friend-
swood needs to raise water and 
wastewater rates dramatically over 
the next five years to pay for critical 
infrastructure improvements, 
according to a consultant’s report 
shared with City Council on Dec. 3.

The proposed rate increase 
schedule would mean the average 
single-family customer would pay 
$211.57 every two months by 2023, 
compared to $144.20 in 2018—a 46 
percent increase.

“This is not typical. We have 
not had a rate increase in over a 
decade,” City Manager Morad Kabiri 
told Community Impact Newspaper. 
“However, the actual rate increase 
will not be as high as the report 
suggests.” 

To meet obligations from its con-
tracted water providers Houston, 
Pasadena and League City, Friend-
swood needs to invest $40 million 
in water infrastructure, which 
means it needs to take on debt and 
pay off with water fees.  

“Just as an example we have to 
put in a 42-inch water line to con-
nect to the city of Houston. ... Our 
share alone is $12 million for that 
project,” Kabiri said. 

The city can opt to take on debt in 
smaller chunks and borrow with lon-
ger terms, such as 30 years, which 
would reduce the annual debt bur-
den and lower potential rate hikes.

Kabiri said the rate discussion 
will return to City Council in Jan-
uary and could be up for a vote in 
February. 

News from Pearland and Friendswood COMPILED BY MATT DULIN AND HALEY MORRISON

MEETINGS

Pearland City Council meets the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at City 
Hall, 3519 Liberty Drive, Pearland. Times may 
vary. Meetings are streamed and available at 
www.pearlandtx.gov.

Friendswood City Council meets the first 
Monday of each month at City Hall, 910 S. 
Friendswood Drive, Friendswood. Times may 
vary. Videos of meetings are posted to www.
ci.friendswood.tx.us/VideoonDemand

For more Pearland/Friendswood news, 
follow us on Twitter: @impactnews_plf

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

PEARLAND  City Council approved 
two capital improvement contracts for 
the city’s water system Nov. 26: a $5.1 
million design contract for the expansion 
of the Barry Rose water reclamation 
facility and a $2.93 million construction 
contract for new ground storage tanks 
on FM 521.

FRIENDSWOOD  In a 5-2 vote Dec. 3, 
City Council approved a contract with 
Simple Recycling for providing no-cost 
curbside pickup of unwanted clothing 
and other textiles in specially marked 
bags. The company sells, donates or 
repurposes the material it collects to 
reduce landfill waste. The program is 
slated to begin in January. The city of 
Pearland is also a partner with Simple 
Recycling.

NUMBER TO KNOW

$20,025,000   Total 
bond 

sale approved Dec. 3 by Friendswood 
City Council to fund 12 water and 
wastewater infrastructure projects. The 
bonds will be paid back over the next 20 
years with proceeds from water and 
sewer utility fees, which generated 
about $12 million in 2018. 

PROPOSED RULES  
The following are proposed 
restrictions on any new permits for 
massage service providers:

• Hours limited to 9 a.m.  
to 9 p.m.

• All doors must be unlocked 
during business hours

• Windows are transparent and 
uncovered

• Licenses/certifications 
posted

SOURCE: CITY OF PEARLAND/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Possibilities
Endless

www.alvincollege.edu
281.756.3500

Spring 2019 classes 
begin January 14!

EOI
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T    he best part of Greg and Earlene Landwehr’s 
job is selling furniture they know is high-qual-

ity, they said. 
“We not only back our product 100 percent, the 

builders do also,” Greg said. 
The couple opened E&G Amish Furniture in 2004. 

They moved from their original storefront in Clear 
Lake to Baybrook Mall in Friendswood in 2010. 

The interest in Amish furniture, which is crafted 
entirely from wood without the use modern electric 
machines, particle boards or laminate, came from 
Greg’s mother, who has sold it for over 20 years, 
Greg said. 

While neither Greg nor Earlene knew anything 
about furniture when they first began the business, 
they learned as they went along. 

“It took a lot because we weren’t furniture peo-
ple,” Greg said. “That took a long time.” 

The couple now knows the ins and outs of fur-
niture, stain and style, but prior jobs had already 

taught them customer service—the most important 
part of having a successful business, Earlene said. 

“Customer service is the No. 1 priority,” she said.
The Landwehrs opened a second location in Sugar 

Land in 2009. The couple runs both stores with the 
help of their three children. They have other relatives 
who help whenever they can as well, Earlene said. 

“We kind of want to help everybody who wants to 
be a part of us,” Earlene said. 

Over the years, more people have come to appreci-
ate the quality of Amish furniture, Greg said. 

“You can’t beat it. Makes it easy to sell that way,” 
Greg said. 

However, people still have misconceptions about 
the Amish approach, he said.  

“A lot of people have misconceptions on the style 
of it because they automatically think Amish is 
country or shaker or simple furniture. But they are 
getting into all aspects of the different styles,” Greg 
said. 

BY HALEY MORRISON

E&G Amish Furniture 
Family takes pride in selling classic, handcrafted furniture 

BUSINESS FEATURE

E&G Amish Furniture 

18980 I-45,  
Friendswood 

281-286-9911

www.egamishfurniture.com

Hours: Mon.-Sat.10 a.m.-6 p.m. ; 
Sun. noon-5 p.m. 
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FURNITURE MADE TO LAST

Most furniture stores do not sell classic pieces, such as 
cedar chests, anymore, the Landwehrs said. This cedar 
chest is made completely of wood.   

One of the biggest complaints the couple hears is 
that a customer cannot find a small dining room table 
at other stores. The Landwehrs sell small tables with 
leaves that can expand the table if need be.   

The Amish make cabinet drawers with dovetail joints. 
These joints keep the front of drawers from falling off 
with use, which is common with stapled drawers, Greg 
said. 
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Greg and Earlene Landwehr have sold Amish-made furniture in Friendswood for eight years. 

Cedar chest ($978) 

Dining room set ($3,898) 

Dovetail joints

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 
3:00 PM | 5:00 PM | 7:00 PM | 9:00 PM 
FAMILY FRIENDLY | CHRISTMAS CAROLS | MESSAGE OF JOY 
SERVICE DESCRIPTIONS AND MORE AT FUMCPEARLAND.ORG

LIVE 
NATIVITY 
4-6:30 PM
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J  uanito’s Mexican Restaurant 
started because of a mother’s 

dream for her children.
Owner Stephanie Zavala became 

involved in the restaurant business at 
13 with her brother Juan. She began 
working as a busgirl and worked 
her way up to waitress. She and her 
brother got their start at Gregory’s—
the restaurant the siblings and their 
mother, Mary Helen, would one day 
buy and convert to Juanito’s. Without 
Mary Helen the siblings would not 
have Juanito’s, Stephanie said. 

“She saw that we had the passion for 
serving people,” Stephanie said. 

The family opened Juanito’s, named 
after Stephanie’s brother, in 1990 in 
the Sherwood Plaza strip center. In 
1993 they moved from the strip center 

and built the standalone restaurant on 
Grand Boulevard.

While the restaurant is fami-
ly-owned, the staff has become like 
family as well, Stephanie said. Several 
staff members started as busboys or 
girls and were promoted, much like 
Stephanie. Most of the staff has worked  
in the business for almost 20 years or 
longer, she said. 

“From the business aspect the 
realization is they are the ones that are 
the front of your business. Treat them 
right, they treat your customers right, 
and you get treated right,” Stephanie 
said. “A lot of bosses see themselves as 
the main person, and that’s the way it 
is, but that’s not true. Your employees 
are the main people.” 

The low turnover in staff has helped 

the recipes remain the same as they 
were since the restaurant was Greg-
ory’s, including the popular cheese 
enchiladas, Stephanie said.  

“I think we started out being known 
as having the best enchiladas around,” 
Stephanie said. “We had people say, 
‘we come here for the enchiladas.’” 

Over time the restaurant has added 
other dishes, including its carne gui-
sada, or Mexican-style beef tips with 
gravy.

Keeping the recipes and atmosphere 
consistent over time has helped main-
tain a loyal clientele, Stephanie said. 

“We do appreciate and rely a lot on 
our loyal customers. It’s hard to go 
against the big boys. We have to do 
what we can do to keep it with a more 
personal touch,” Stephanie said. 

BY HALEY MORRISON

Juanito’s Mexican Restaurant

2536 S. Grand Blvd., Pearland 

281-485-0068

www.juanitosmexicanrestauranttx.com 

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 10:30 a.m.-9 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.-10 p.m., closed 
Sundays

Juanito’s Mexican Restaurant
Family creates Mexican mainstay with hard work, good relationships

2

1 3

RESTAURANT RAISED

Stephanie Zavala has worked in restau-
rants since she was 13. She opened 
Juanito’s in 1990 with her brother Juan 
and mother, Mary Helen. The restau-
rant serves Mexican and Tex-Mex fare.  
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THREE DISHES TO TRY

1  Cheese enchiladas ($8.99)
Three cheese enchiladas in chili gravy 
served with Spanish rice and refried beans 

2  Nachos ($8.99)
Twelve nachos served with chile con queso, 
sour cream, guacamole, jalapenos and 
tomatoes

3  Strawberry margarita 
($5.67)
Frozen lime margarita made with tequila 
with strawberry puree and served with salt 
and a lime 
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832-736-8968 | 1920 Country Place Pkwy, Suite 300 Pearland, TX 77584 | pearwoodplasticsurgery.com | support@pearwoodplasticsurgery.com

TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
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KEVIN MURPHY, MD MCh. FRCS (Plast.)
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PEOPLE

James ‘Buck’ Gilcrease
Alvin ISD superintendent retiring after 4 years

S    uperintendent James “Buck” Gilcrease officially gave notice of his retire-
ment from Alvin ISD to the board of trustees Nov. 13. A retirement date has 

not been set, and he will remain in the position until an interim superintendent 
is appointed, officials said. Community Impact Newspaper asked him about his 
retirement plans and to reflect on his career thus far. Answers have been edited 
for clarity and length. 

What are your retirement plans?
Right now it is a flexible arrangement 
with the board. It is my understanding 
the board will reach out to search firms 
and make a decision as quickly as pos-
sible. I will stay in some form or fashion 
until they get that underway and feel like 
they are ready for naming a permanent or 
interim at that point. … With the passage 
of the bond and tax-ratification election, 
the district is poised to move forward. 
As for me, I will be joining Moak, Casey 
& Associates, an educational consulting 
firm that does accountability and finan-
cial consulting. … The plan is to live in the 
district for a while, though. I’ll be around. 

What got you into education, and 
what kept you in it? 
I started out as a teacher-coach and spent 
some great years doing that and moved 
through the administrative levels, assis-
tant principal, principal and all that. All 
through that, my drive, my passion has 
been for instruction and learning and for 
students to experience that at a deep and 
profound level. That has driven me for 
most of my adult life. 

What will you miss? What will you not 
miss?
I think I’m going to miss the chance to 
see students do all the things that they do 
academically and extracurricularly, and 
watching them grow into young adults. 
That’s the reason I got into education. The 

BY MATT DULIN

things that I won’t miss are dealing with 
things that keep us from our focus on 
kids learning in the classroom. The most 
important thing that goes on in the world 
every day is what happens with that 
teacher and that student.

You have said the A-F accountability 
ratings “defy logic”—what’s the 
alternative? 
The question is and should always be: 
To whom are you accountable and for 
what? The local community is who school 
districts are accountable to. ... Local 
taxpayers pay 60 percent of the bill. The 
state pays less than 40 percent, so I don’t 
see how they have any right to be the pur-
veyors of what is deemed a good school or 
bad school. ... We developed and released 
on our own a local accountability system 
because we’ve got our local system by our 
local people. We asked them, ‘What do 
you want us to do with your kids?’ And 
that’s what we are focused on. The focus 
of our local community is not anywhere 
close to what the state focused on. 

What do you consider your biggest 
accomplishments? 
We’ve expanded academic and extracur-
ricular offerings, especially for those in 
advanced academics. We developed the 
career academy, we expanded technolog-
ical training and certificates that kids can 
achieve. … That’s an important thing to 
get them ready for the next thing in their 

life, and we’ve increased that dramati-
cally. Our approval rating above 90 per-
cent with parents is an achievement. The 
fact that we survived historic growth is an 
achievement in some ways ... just staying 
ahead of that and not only did instruction 
not suffer, it thrived.

What challenges and opportunities 
will the next leader face?
The growth obviously is the first thing. 
I think for Alvin ISD in general just con-
tinuing to focus on student achievement 
and moving kids forward, no matter their 
interest, moving them to the highest level 
they can achieve and sending them out 
into the real world into whatever area they 
choose prepared and ready to take it on. 

What message would you like to send 
parents, teachers and students in the 
district? 
It’s been a privilege to share in the lives 
of our young people, and being entrusted 

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 A
LV

IN
 IS

D

with that is an honor. The job I’m moving 
into is still in education. I’ve had a great 
time helping the 26,000 students here in 
this district, but with the new opportunity 
I have, I now could have an impact on the 
5.5 million across the state. Aside from 
that, they all know how to get in touch 
with me, I’m still going to be the crazy 
superintendent that gives out my cell 
number. You can call me, and I’ll answer.

Hired by Alvin ISD in 2014, Buck 
Gilcrease managed a rapidly growing 
district. Some of the highlights of his 
tenure: 

7 new schools 

$725M in two bond 
elections

28% enrollment growth 

Superintendent Buck Gilcrease formally announced his retirement on Nov. 13.
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INSIDE INFORMATION

With influenza season officially 
underway as of Oct. 1, now is as 
good a time as any to get caught 
up on how to  avoid, treat and 
otherwise prepare for the virus. 

THINGS  
TO KNOW 7
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6

2 5

3

74

ABOUT FLU SEASON 

LAST YEAR WAS ONE  
OF THE WORST.
The 2017-18 season was one of the worst 
in recent memory. It lasted five months 
compared to the usual three and contributed 
to over 80,000 deaths and 900,000 
hospitalizations, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. It was also 
the first season on record to be rated as “high 
severity” by the CDC for all age groups. 

FEELING BAD? 
SEE A DOCTOR 
QUICKLY.

Actual flu season in 2017-18

 = 1 month

Average flu 
season

3/12 mos.
mos.5/12

THE SEASON 
PEAKS IN 
FEBRUARY.

Incidence of the flu

FLU SHOTS DO NOT 
TRANSMIT THE FLU.
This has been a long-held myth, 
said Dr. Melanie Mouzoon, 

pediatric hospitalist and 
immunization specialist 
with Kelsey-Seybold. “It’s 
kind of like how you know 
I’m a doctor because I 
might wear a white coat, 
but if I wear something else 
or another color, maybe 
you’re less sure,” Mouzoon 
said. “The virus has a coat 

your body can recognize, and the 
vaccine helps your body identify it.”  

FLU SHOTS ARE NOT 
100% EFFECTIVE—
AND THAT IS OK.

The 2017 flu shot 
was 40 percent 
effective, 
according to the 
CDC. Even if someone gets 
the flu after having the shot, 
it may prevent hospitalization 
and death, Mouzoon said. 
It also reduces the risk for 
heart attack by reducing the 
stress on the body that the 
disease can cause.

MORE PEOPLE ARE 
GETTING VACCINATED.
More than 155.3 million doses of the 
vaccine were distributed in the U.S. as of 
February 2018—a record number, according 
to the CDC. “Everybody 6 months and up 
ought to get it,” Mouzoon said. “The more 
that get vaccinated, the better we’ll all be.” 
Because the virus evolves constantly, a new 
vaccine is needed every year. 

Experiencing fever, chills, aches, 
congestion and fatigue during 
flu season means an infection is 
very likely, Mouzoon said, but 
everyone presents symptoms 
differently. Getting it diagnosed 
in the first 48 hours is key to a 
quick recovery; that is when 
drugs like Tamiflu are most 
effective. “All of our flu meds 
are basically birth control for flu 
viruses. ... These medications 
interfere with the virus 
reproducing, so your body can 
get rid of them,” she said. 

Fever
Chills

Aches Congestion

Fatigue

THERE IS AN APP  
FOR THAT COUGH.
Teladoc Health, a national telemedicine 
provider, said it saw 3.5 times more patients 
for the flu in 2017-18 than the previous 
year, with Texas among the top states. The flu 
can be diagnosed remotely but can only be 
confirmed with a lab test.
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January through March has most of the flu activity, with 
peaks occurring most frequently in February. A “peak” 
is when the CDC reports the highest percentage of 
confirmed cases out of all potential flu cases reported 
by doctors across the country. The baseline represents 
average rate of flu incidence in the U.S. 
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EVOLVING CORRIDOR
commuting to and from Pearland and 
Brazoria County much more effi  cient, 
which will spur continued population 
and economic growth, local leaders say. 

The project is also creating oppor-
tunities to the north and south of 
Pearland, the eff ects of which are yet 
to be fully understood. 

“It’s going to open up much more 
commerce for Pearland but for other 
areas as well, being right off  [Hwy.] 
288,” Artz-Bucek said. “It’s going to be 
awesome.” 

‘WORTH THE WAIT’

The toll lane project has been under 
construction for just over a year and 
promises to increase mobility through-
out the county, but it has presented 
headaches in the short term. 

“Showing anybody the corridor is a 
bit challenging. People who do invest-
ment and development get it—that this 
is what progress looks like,” said Matt 
Buchanan, president of the Pearland 
Economic Development Corporation. 
“They know it’s coming. The light is at 
the end of the tunnel.” 

The toll lanes are on track to be fi n-
ished by July, Brazoria County engi-
neer Matt Hanks said, but that does 
not mean construction crews will be 
gone for good. Work will remain on the 
new frontage road between Broadway 
Street and Magnolia Parkway, as will 
the Broadway-Hwy. 288 intersection.

To avoid the holiday traffi  c, that 
intersection will be closed for two days 
starting Jan. 4, Hanks said. 

“We do appreciate everyone’s 
patience. It’s going to be worth the 
wait,” Hanks said. 

On top of those projects, the PEDC 
is sponsoring $15 million in corridor 
beautifi cation and branding that will 
provide the fi nishing touches to the 
new roadway, including landscaping, 
irrigation, lighting, water fountains, 
sculptures and gateway signage, all 
of which will take about a year to fully 
construct aft er the tollway wraps up.

The corridor has already been a boon 
for Brazoria County, which is experi-
encing rapid economic and population 
growth, said Gary Basinger, president 
of the Economic Development Alliance 
for Brazoria County. The county’s sales 
tax revenue, an indicator of commer-
cial activity, increased 65 percent from 
2013 to 2018.

ON THE HORIZON

According to developers and real 
estate brokers, the completion of the 
toll lanes and side projects will be 
a welcome milestone, and several 

projects are set to pick up momentum.
“More density will come in. I think 

you’ll see more people coming to the 
area in general just because of the ease 
of access. More people, more users—
it’ll continue to increase,” said Allen 
Crosswell, a partner with NewQuest 
Properties who brokers all of the com-
mercial space around Shadow Creek 
Ranch. “The trophy piece for us is the 
Reserve at Shadow Creek Ranch.”

That property, one of fi ve commercial 
reserves in Shadow Creek Ranch, is 200 
acres on the Hwy. 288 frontage road at 
Discovery Bay Boulevard. It has about 
33 acres remaining for development. 
The site already has an Encompass 
Health facility, and AMD Asset Holdings 
LLC has plans for a 110,000-square-foot, 
four-story offi  ce building catering to 
medical tenants. A retail strip anchored 
by Rooms To Go is also in NewQuest’s 
plans for the reserve.

On the other side of Discovery Bay, 
NewQuest expects a LaQuinta Inn hotel 
adjacent to the Sam’s Club and has a 
few smaller retail sites planned. 

A new off -ramp from Hwy. 288 will 
allow cars to exit directly onto Dis-
covery Bay, making both of these 

properties ideally situated, broker 
Brad Lybrand said. 

Ashton Gray Development, a new-
comer to the Pearland market, expects 
to bring two retail centers, one on Busi-
ness Center Drive and another on Hwy. 
288. But its biggest project will be a Tru 
by Hilton Hotels—a brand designed to 
appeal to millennials—just south of 
Pearland Town Center and set to break 
ground in 2019. The hotel would bring 
an additional 100 beds to the Town 
Center, which already has a Courtyard 
by Marriott.  

“The area has seen a lot of growth 
and the location, right at the town cen-
ter, made a lot of sense for us,” said 
Shaun Vembuddy, president of Ashton 
Gray and a partner on the hotel project. 
“We were also able to get possibly one 
of the last sites on the [Hwy.] 288 front-
age for retail in front of Sam’s.” 

Just inside the Harris County line, the 
Ivy District is expected see internal road 
work begin in the next two months, 
Buchanan said. On the other side of 
Hwy. 288, the brokerage fi rm Weitzman 
has just over 16 acres on the market. 

Inside Beltway 8, the City Park devel-
opment, which has 1,800 homesites—
about 200 remain to be built—and 
about 800 multifamily units, is cre-
ating a new hub of activity, said Sam 
Yager III, the executive vice president 
for Sam Yager Inc. 

“This is workforce housing. It’s priced 
to be a little lower than what you might 
see in Pearland, and it’s really fi lling 
a need and a big hole that we had in 
South Houston,” Yager said. 

Developers with Read King have 
plans for a signifi cant retail hub inside 
the community fronting Hwy. 288 with 
a large grocery anchor. City Park has 
also attracted some of its own retail 
and a hotel, but Yager said it is not 
intended to compete head-to-head with 
Pearland, about 3 miles to the south. 

“You look at normal spacing 
between hubs, 3-5 miles, that’s where 
we’re at. … But this was a food desert, a 
retail desert, and [Houston] was losing 

potential sales tax because of that, so 
we’ll see the fruits of our labor as retail 
builds out here,” Yager said. 

EMERGING POTENTIAL

South of Pearland, Manvel and Iowa 
Colony are poised to benefi t from the 
increased capacity on Hwy. 288. 

“It’ll lift  the other properties to the 
south, defi nitely,” Crosswell said. 
“You’ll see more retail, more master 
plans.” 

NewQuest is handling 10 acres of 
commercial reserves for Pomona along 
Mustang Bayou, Lybrand said.  

Beyond the build-out of dense retail 
and residential development along the 
highway, the completion of the toll 
lanes sets up a new chapter for the 
county altogether, Basinger said. 

“Having the toll lanes brings us one 
step closer to being able to have the 
Grand Parkway brought through there, 
and that’s really when we’ll see a big 
shift ,” he said. 

According to estimates by the Texas 
Department of Transportation, con-
struction on portions of Segment B of 
the Grand Parkway, which will span 
from Fort Bend County to Brazoria 
County, could begin in 2022. 

“One of the more interesting and com-
pelling opportunities is for large new 
distribution centers, with access to the 
parkway or up into downtown Houston 
through Hwy. 288,” Basinger said. “We 
want to diversify the economy. Pearland 
is leading much of the county, and we 
have a multi-billion-dollar petrochemi-
cal boom on the southern end—not so 
much in the middle.” 

Construction on Beltway 8 is also 
slated to be completed in 2019, which 
will be another benefi t, Buchanan said. 

“That does not get talked about as 
much, but there are going to be huge, 
huge benefi ts for this South Houston 
region,” he said. 

Map not to scale

SOURCES: 
NEWQUEST 

PROPERTIES, BRAZORIA 
COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT, 

HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL 
DISTRICT, AMERICA MODERN GREEN/

COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

TRACKING GROWTH
Brazoria County is projected to grow at an accelerated rate, especially after the Hwy. 288 
project wraps up and the new Grand Parkway segment becomes a reality.

SALES TAXES: 
Brazoria County tax receipts have increased 
by 65 percent in fi ve years—growing almost 
three times faster than the state overall. 

POPULATION:
The county has been growing 
steadily, but is projected to 
almost double in 20 years.

JOBS:
More opportunities are 
expected to come throughout 
the Hwy. 288 corridor and in 
the petrochemical industry in 
the southern part of the county.
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“[DEVELOPERS] KNOW IT’S 
COMING—THE LIGHT IS AT 
THE END OF THE TUNNEL.” 
— MATT BUCHANAN, PRESIDENT, PEARLAND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP.

Adding to an already robust commercial presence along Hwy. 288 in Pearland, new 
development opportunities will bring even more options to the region for dining, shopping 
and hospitality. North and south of Pearland, new communities are also positioned to 
add development. The Hwy. 288 project spans two counties, Harris and Brazoria, and will 
signifi cantly improve mobility 
throughout the corridor.

N

HOUSTON

1    City Park: This master-planned 
community spans 600 acres, 1,800 
home sites, and 600 multifamily 
units, with room to add more.

2    Market at City Park: A retail 
center is planned for the intersection 
of West Orem Drive and Hwy. 288 
with a major grocery anchor.

3    Ivy District: Interior road build-
out is expected in 2019  for this 
mixed-use project spanning 48.5 
total acres, with 18 acres of green 
space, 21,000 sq. ft. of retail, and up 
to 224,000 sq. ft. of offi ce space. 

4    On the market: There are 16 
acres for sale across the highway 
from the Ivy District. The appraisal 
value is $1.7 million.

PEARLAND

5. Shadow Creek Ranch: There are 
33 acres available out of 200 acres 
in the Reserve at Shadow Creek with 
several potential projects to watch 
for along Hwy. 288: 

5a    A 110,000 sq. ft. medical 
offi ce building

5b    Potential hotel or offi ce 
space, with restaurant and retail 
sites identifi ed

5c    Rooms To Go store in 
negotiations

6. Discovery Bay Crossing: 
Anchored by Sam’s Club, this center 
has two potential projects:

6a    LaQuinta Inn is in 
negotiations for a hotel site, with 
adjacent retail space.

6b    A Shadow Creek Plaza retail 
strip is coming to the Hwy. 288 
frontage road.

7    Pearland Town Center: This 
retail hub has 17.7 acres available on 
its south side, with a Tru by Hilton 
Hotels and retail strips to build out in 
2019 and another hotel site possible.

8. Potential development sites

8a    22 acres owned by Pearland 
Assisted Living

8b   8.5 acres owned by 
Buc-ee’s

8c   9.5 acres owned by Grove at 
Silverlake Seniors LP 

8d  17 acres owned by Pappas 
Restaurants

MANVEL

9    Pomona and Sedona Lakes: No 
confi rmed projects have been shared 
for these potential commercial 
frontage road properties. 

$34.2M

$20.7M

59

HARRIS 
COUNTY

10.3 miles 
of toll lanes 

8 direct 
connectors 
at Beltway 8 
and Loop 610 

56 bridges 

$815M

Estimated 
completion: 
July 2019

BRAZORIA 
COUNTY 

5 miles 
of toll lanes 

2 elevated ramps 

3 overpasses 

Broadway 
improvements

$97M 

Estimated 
completion: 
July 2019 
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EVOLVING CORRIDOR
commuting to and from Pearland and 
Brazoria County much more effi  cient, 
which will spur continued population 
and economic growth, local leaders say. 

The project is also creating oppor-
tunities to the north and south of 
Pearland, the eff ects of which are yet 
to be fully understood. 

“It’s going to open up much more 
commerce for Pearland but for other 
areas as well, being right off  [Hwy.] 
288,” Artz-Bucek said. “It’s going to be 
awesome.” 

‘WORTH THE WAIT’

The toll lane project has been under 
construction for just over a year and 
promises to increase mobility through-
out the county, but it has presented 
headaches in the short term. 

“Showing anybody the corridor is a 
bit challenging. People who do invest-
ment and development get it—that this 
is what progress looks like,” said Matt 
Buchanan, president of the Pearland 
Economic Development Corporation. 
“They know it’s coming. The light is at 
the end of the tunnel.” 

The toll lanes are on track to be fi n-
ished by July, Brazoria County engi-
neer Matt Hanks said, but that does 
not mean construction crews will be 
gone for good. Work will remain on the 
new frontage road between Broadway 
Street and Magnolia Parkway, as will 
the Broadway-Hwy. 288 intersection.

To avoid the holiday traffi  c, that 
intersection will be closed for two days 
starting Jan. 4, Hanks said. 

“We do appreciate everyone’s 
patience. It’s going to be worth the 
wait,” Hanks said. 

On top of those projects, the PEDC 
is sponsoring $15 million in corridor 
beautifi cation and branding that will 
provide the fi nishing touches to the 
new roadway, including landscaping, 
irrigation, lighting, water fountains, 
sculptures and gateway signage, all 
of which will take about a year to fully 
construct aft er the tollway wraps up.

The corridor has already been a boon 
for Brazoria County, which is experi-
encing rapid economic and population 
growth, said Gary Basinger, president 
of the Economic Development Alliance 
for Brazoria County. The county’s sales 
tax revenue, an indicator of commer-
cial activity, increased 65 percent from 
2013 to 2018.

ON THE HORIZON

According to developers and real 
estate brokers, the completion of the 
toll lanes and side projects will be 
a welcome milestone, and several 

projects are set to pick up momentum.
“More density will come in. I think 

you’ll see more people coming to the 
area in general just because of the ease 
of access. More people, more users—
it’ll continue to increase,” said Allen 
Crosswell, a partner with NewQuest 
Properties who brokers all of the com-
mercial space around Shadow Creek 
Ranch. “The trophy piece for us is the 
Reserve at Shadow Creek Ranch.”

That property, one of fi ve commercial 
reserves in Shadow Creek Ranch, is 200 
acres on the Hwy. 288 frontage road at 
Discovery Bay Boulevard. It has about 
33 acres remaining for development. 
The site already has an Encompass 
Health facility, and AMD Asset Holdings 
LLC has plans for a 110,000-square-foot, 
four-story offi  ce building catering to 
medical tenants. A retail strip anchored 
by Rooms To Go is also in NewQuest’s 
plans for the reserve.

On the other side of Discovery Bay, 
NewQuest expects a LaQuinta Inn hotel 
adjacent to the Sam’s Club and has a 
few smaller retail sites planned. 

A new off -ramp from Hwy. 288 will 
allow cars to exit directly onto Dis-
covery Bay, making both of these 

properties ideally situated, broker 
Brad Lybrand said. 

Ashton Gray Development, a new-
comer to the Pearland market, expects 
to bring two retail centers, one on Busi-
ness Center Drive and another on Hwy. 
288. But its biggest project will be a Tru 
by Hilton Hotels—a brand designed to 
appeal to millennials—just south of 
Pearland Town Center and set to break 
ground in 2019. The hotel would bring 
an additional 100 beds to the Town 
Center, which already has a Courtyard 
by Marriott.  

“The area has seen a lot of growth 
and the location, right at the town cen-
ter, made a lot of sense for us,” said 
Shaun Vembuddy, president of Ashton 
Gray and a partner on the hotel project. 
“We were also able to get possibly one 
of the last sites on the [Hwy.] 288 front-
age for retail in front of Sam’s.” 

Just inside the Harris County line, the 
Ivy District is expected see internal road 
work begin in the next two months, 
Buchanan said. On the other side of 
Hwy. 288, the brokerage fi rm Weitzman 
has just over 16 acres on the market. 

Inside Beltway 8, the City Park devel-
opment, which has 1,800 homesites—
about 200 remain to be built—and 
about 800 multifamily units, is cre-
ating a new hub of activity, said Sam 
Yager III, the executive vice president 
for Sam Yager Inc. 

“This is workforce housing. It’s priced 
to be a little lower than what you might 
see in Pearland, and it’s really fi lling 
a need and a big hole that we had in 
South Houston,” Yager said. 

Developers with Read King have 
plans for a signifi cant retail hub inside 
the community fronting Hwy. 288 with 
a large grocery anchor. City Park has 
also attracted some of its own retail 
and a hotel, but Yager said it is not 
intended to compete head-to-head with 
Pearland, about 3 miles to the south. 

“You look at normal spacing 
between hubs, 3-5 miles, that’s where 
we’re at. … But this was a food desert, a 
retail desert, and [Houston] was losing 

potential sales tax because of that, so 
we’ll see the fruits of our labor as retail 
builds out here,” Yager said. 

EMERGING POTENTIAL

South of Pearland, Manvel and Iowa 
Colony are poised to benefi t from the 
increased capacity on Hwy. 288. 

“It’ll lift  the other properties to the 
south, defi nitely,” Crosswell said. 
“You’ll see more retail, more master 
plans.” 

NewQuest is handling 10 acres of 
commercial reserves for Pomona along 
Mustang Bayou, Lybrand said.  

Beyond the build-out of dense retail 
and residential development along the 
highway, the completion of the toll 
lanes sets up a new chapter for the 
county altogether, Basinger said. 

“Having the toll lanes brings us one 
step closer to being able to have the 
Grand Parkway brought through there, 
and that’s really when we’ll see a big 
shift ,” he said. 

According to estimates by the Texas 
Department of Transportation, con-
struction on portions of Segment B of 
the Grand Parkway, which will span 
from Fort Bend County to Brazoria 
County, could begin in 2022. 

“One of the more interesting and com-
pelling opportunities is for large new 
distribution centers, with access to the 
parkway or up into downtown Houston 
through Hwy. 288,” Basinger said. “We 
want to diversify the economy. Pearland 
is leading much of the county, and we 
have a multi-billion-dollar petrochemi-
cal boom on the southern end—not so 
much in the middle.” 

Construction on Beltway 8 is also 
slated to be completed in 2019, which 
will be another benefi t, Buchanan said. 

“That does not get talked about as 
much, but there are going to be huge, 
huge benefi ts for this South Houston 
region,” he said. 

Map not to scale

SOURCES: 
NEWQUEST 

PROPERTIES, BRAZORIA 
COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT, 

HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL 
DISTRICT, AMERICA MODERN GREEN/

COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

TRACKING GROWTH
Brazoria County is projected to grow at an accelerated rate, especially after the Hwy. 288 
project wraps up and the new Grand Parkway segment becomes a reality.

SALES TAXES: 
Brazoria County tax receipts have increased 
by 65 percent in fi ve years—growing almost 
three times faster than the state overall. 

POPULATION:
The county has been growing 
steadily, but is projected to 
almost double in 20 years.

JOBS:
More opportunities are 
expected to come throughout 
the Hwy. 288 corridor and in 
the petrochemical industry in 
the southern part of the county.
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“[DEVELOPERS] KNOW IT’S 
COMING—THE LIGHT IS AT 
THE END OF THE TUNNEL.” 
— MATT BUCHANAN, PRESIDENT, PEARLAND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP.

Adding to an already robust commercial presence along Hwy. 288 in Pearland, new 
development opportunities will bring even more options to the region for dining, shopping 
and hospitality. North and south of Pearland, new communities are also positioned to 
add development. The Hwy. 288 project spans two counties, Harris and Brazoria, and will 
signifi cantly improve mobility 
throughout the corridor.

N

HOUSTON

1    City Park: This master-planned 
community spans 600 acres, 1,800 
home sites, and 600 multifamily 
units, with room to add more.

2    Market at City Park: A retail 
center is planned for the intersection 
of West Orem Drive and Hwy. 288 
with a major grocery anchor.

3    Ivy District: Interior road build-
out is expected in 2019  for this 
mixed-use project spanning 48.5 
total acres, with 18 acres of green 
space, 21,000 sq. ft. of retail, and up 
to 224,000 sq. ft. of offi ce space. 

4    On the market: There are 16 
acres for sale across the highway 
from the Ivy District. The appraisal 
value is $1.7 million.

PEARLAND

5. Shadow Creek Ranch: There are 
33 acres available out of 200 acres 
in the Reserve at Shadow Creek with 
several potential projects to watch 
for along Hwy. 288: 

5a    A 110,000 sq. ft. medical 
offi ce building

5b    Potential hotel or offi ce 
space, with restaurant and retail 
sites identifi ed

5c    Rooms To Go store in 
negotiations

6. Discovery Bay Crossing: 
Anchored by Sam’s Club, this center 
has two potential projects:

6a    LaQuinta Inn is in 
negotiations for a hotel site, with 
adjacent retail space.

6b    A Shadow Creek Plaza retail 
strip is coming to the Hwy. 288 
frontage road.

7    Pearland Town Center: This 
retail hub has 17.7 acres available on 
its south side, with a Tru by Hilton 
Hotels and retail strips to build out in 
2019 and another hotel site possible.

8. Potential development sites

8a    22 acres owned by Pearland 
Assisted Living

8b   8.5 acres owned by 
Buc-ee’s

8c   9.5 acres owned by Grove at 
Silverlake Seniors LP 

8d  17 acres owned by Pappas 
Restaurants

MANVEL

9    Pomona and Sedona Lakes: No 
confi rmed projects have been shared 
for these potential commercial 
frontage road properties. 

$34.2M

$20.7M

59

HARRIS 
COUNTY

10.3 miles 
of toll lanes 

8 direct 
connectors 
at Beltway 8 
and Loop 610 

56 bridges 

$815M

Estimated 
completion: 
July 2019

BRAZORIA 
COUNTY 

5 miles 
of toll lanes 

2 elevated ramps 

3 overpasses 

Broadway 
improvements

$97M 

Estimated 
completion: 
July 2019 

RODRIGUEZ AND MORGAN 
LAW OFFICES, PLLC

HIGH QUALITY 
LEGAL SERVICES

7924 Broadway, Ste. 108
Pearland, TX 77581

cmr@rodmorlaw.com
281-741-3690

www.rodmorlaw.com
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Business Entity 
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Real Estate
Healthcare
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The A-F rating system has been divi-
sive  among school districts since its 
implementation for the 2018-19 school 
year. However, the system is here to 
stay, Taylor said. 

“We are not backing off  the A-F,” 
Taylor said. 

However, school districts may see 
changes to incentivizing schools that 
perform well, Taylor said.

“One thing we hadn’t really thought 
of is recognizing districts for doing 
well. We haven’t been recognizing 
these high fl yers,” Taylor said. 

High fl yers include those helping 
marginalized students improve perfor-
mance —even if they do not receive an 
A, Rep. Greg Bonnen, R-League City, 
said at a forum on Dec. 3. 

“You are not going to get them to 
perform at the highest level, but if 
you can advance their skills and their 
knowledge base, you should be rec-
ognized for having done a great job,” 
Bonnen said. 

The system rates school districts 
with a score based on student achieve-
ment, progress over time and educa-
tional equity. The program will apply 

to individual campuses for the 2019-20 
school year.

School districts such as Alvin and 
Friendswood ISDs do not think the sys-
tem gives a comprehensive and trans-
parent rating of districts, both Roher 
and Combs said. 

Alvin ISD was not rated this year, 
as the overall score may have been 
aff ected by Hurricane Harvey, accord-
ing to the Texas Education Agency. 

While FISD received an A, the dis-
trict is placing a higher importance on 
improving the district in the eyes of 
the community, rather than the state, 
Roher said. 

“When you give Friendswood Junior 
High a grade, you’re basing it on one 
test on one day. There is so much more 
to Friendswood Junior High for our 
parents and our staff  to hold ourselves 
accountable to,” Roher said. 

PISD, which also received an A from 
the state, is happy with the existing 
system, Kelly said in an email.

“The new A-F system is the fairest 
one devised thus far—and even many 
critics acknowledge that,” Kelly said in 
an email. 

With the Santa Fe school shooting 
just occurring in May, the legislature is 
focused on increasing safety measures 
across districts, Bonnen said. 

“There is no question this is going to 
be a priority,” Bonnen said. 

HB 357 addresses tighter measures 
for carrying fi rearms.

Security measures discussed in Gov. 
Greg Abbott's plan, which may lead 
to legislation, include hard security 
measures, increasing school resource 
offi  cers, and adding mental health 

counselors.
“We need more folks on the ground 

at these campuses to react more 
quickly to any type of incident that 
does arise,” Taylor said.  

FISD agrees mental health is the fi rst 
step in protecting students, Roher said. 

“When you have students who have 
relationships, are involved in a com-
munity of some kind … when they 
are a part of those diff erent programs, 
then they don’t want to harm a school. 
They’re not isolated. They are part of a 

team. Anytime that happens you have 
very positive things,” Roher said. 

FISD, along with other Galveston 
County schools, would also like to see 
a fund set aside for safety with the free-
dom for districts to use it how they see 
fi t, Roher said. 

Combs said he would also like to see 
more money allocated toward safety. 

“There is a fi nite amount of 
resources. Allocating those funds to 
safety ultimately pulls them away from 
other measures,” Combs said. 

There may be money in the Rainy 
Day Fund for one-time safety expenses, 
Taylor said. 

Kelly also supports additional fund-
ing for school safety, he said. However, 
local control is necessary, he said. 

“There is no one-size-fi ts-all law 
that will answer the safety and security 
needs in the 1,000-plus school districts 
of Texas,” Kelly said in an email.

ACCOUNTABILITY

SCHOOL SAFETY 

While the divisive A-F system is here to stay, districts may see incentives for performing well

Safety needs vary by school district, state emphasizes more 'boots on the ground'

For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

Understanding 
the A-F system 
Starting this year districts are given a grade 
based on student achievement, school 
progress and closing the gaps. Next year 
campuses will be graded by the same system.

Student achievement   
This measures what students know and 
can do by the end of the year. 

Closing the gaps   This tracks 
performance among students in certain 
populations. 

20% Graduation rate 10% English language profi ciency
30% Student achievement

40% STAAR testing 50% Grade level performance
40% College, career and military readiness

10% Academic growth and graduation rate
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School progress   This measures 
how students perform over time and how 
this district compares with other districts. 

What makes up student achievement? What makes up closing the gaps?

What makes up student progress?

District grade District grade

District grade

Friendswood ISD: Friendswood ISD:

Friendswood ISD:

Districts are given a grade on  ACADEMIC 
GROWTH  and  RELATIVE PERFORMANCE. 
The higher of these grades is the school 
progress score. 
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SOURCE: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

*ALVIN ISD DID NOT RECEIVE A GRADE BECAUSE OF 
A HURRICANE HARVEY EXEMPTION

Friendswood ISD

Pearland ISD

SOURCE: SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY/ COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 
SOURCE: LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY OF TEXAS/ COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

NOV. 
12
First date 
to prefi le 
bills

The session 
starts

Deadline 
for fi ling 
bills 

Last day 
of session

All bills passed without 
a specifi c start date 
become effective

08
JAN. 

08
MARCH 

27
MAY 

26
AUG. 

JAN. 

14
JUNE 

16
Budget estimates brought to 
governor and Legislature

Between Jan. 14 and March 8, the 
governor delivers his budget

Last day governor 
may pass or veto bills

How a bill becomes a law
After a bill is fi led, the process to become a law follows similar paths whether it is fi led 
in the House of Representatives or the Senate. Here is an example:

1  A bill is 
presented 

to the House of 
Representatives

2  The 
speaker of the 
house reads 
the bill

3  The bill goes to 
a committee

4  The 
committee 
studies the 
bill

5  The 
House votes 
on the bill. 
If it receives 
a two-thirds 
majority, it 
goes to the 
Senate

6  The 
lieutenant 
governor 
reads the bill

7  If the bill receives 
a two-thirds majority 
in the Senate, it goes 
to the Governor

The governor passes the bill into law

If the governor vetoes the bill, it can 
still pass into law with a two-thirds 

majority from the House and the Senate

School districts will see bills propos-
ing changes to the school funding sys-
tem, Taylor said. For both Friendswood 
and Pearland ISDs, reworking Robin 
Hood is a major priority. 

The Robin Hood system redirects 
local funds from property-wealthy 
districts as a way to establish equity 
statewide and is addressed in House 
Bill 443, which proposes a limitation 
on how much property tax revenue is 
subject to recapture. 

Local revenues are projected to make 
up 55 percent of school funding in 
2019—9 percent more than they did in 

2010, according to data from the Texas 
Legislative Budget Board. 

The fi nancial system places too 
much emphasis on recapture and 
property taxes, FISD Superintendent 
Thad Roher said. His district loses hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars each year 
to recapture. 

PISD Superintendent John Kelly also 
believes the funding system needs to 
be restructured. 

“The state has neglected their 
responsibility and has instead increas-
ingly over-relied on local property 
taxes and an unfair ‘Robin Hood’ sys-
tem,” Kelly said in an email. 

The solution is both more funding and 
fewer unfunded mandates, Kelly said. 

“Every session, our legislators add 
little and big mandates that are either 
unfunded or partially funded,” Kelly 
said in an email. 

Alvin ISD echoes Kelly’s opinion on 
unfunded mandates, Assistant Super-
intendent Daniel Combs said. 

“Over time, autonomy is being lim-
ited for the overall board as mandates 
continue to occur and funding is not 
provided,” Combs said. “Many of them 
are good, but it limits the district’s dis-
cretion to determine what is the high-
est priority. ” 

In addition to potential reforms, a 
fi nance committee put together a plan 
that includes incentivizing schools that 
perform well and funding successful 
programs, Taylor said. The committee 
also discussed putting more resources 
into more dual-language programs 
rather than bilingual programs as well 
as prioritizing preschool programs. 

“We have recognized the value of 
early-childhood education. So, mov-
ing our money to target those areas, 
particularly having our kids reading 
by third grade, at the third-grade level, 
is very important for their educational 
future,” Taylor said. 
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SCHOOL FINANCE As state’s share of funding shrinks, district leaders say unfunded mandates are limiting local control

Balancing 
school funding
School districts receive funding from 
three sources: the state, the federal 
government and local property taxes. 
Over time, the state’s share of funding has 
decreased, while local sources shoulder 
more district expenses and student needs. 

How much 
state spends 

per student: 

SOURCE: TEXAS LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD, 
ALVIN, FRIENDSWOOD AND PEARLAND ISDS, 
TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/ COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER
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Local revenue will account for 
9% more of school funding in 
2019 than it did in 2010.

2018-19 school 
funding breakdown per 
district

Alvin ISD

Friendswood ISD

Pearland ISD

54.84%   44.23%   0.93%

74.4%   25.3%   0.3%

50.23%   48.51%   1.26%

The state will pay 3% less to 
schools in 2019 that it did in 2010.

State dollars per student*

How much Friendswood 
ISD receives per student: 

$6,327

$3,211

$4,725

How much Alvin ISD 
receives per student: 

How much Pearland ISD 
receives per student: 

$4,545

Dates to know 

The state legislature meets every two years to 
discuss changing existing laws and to pass new 
ones. These are important dates for this upcoming 
session.

*DATA IS MOST RECENT FROM TEA'S 2015-2016 
ACTUAL FINANCIAL REPORT
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The A-F rating system has been divi-
sive  among school districts since its 
implementation for the 2018-19 school 
year. However, the system is here to 
stay, Taylor said. 

“We are not backing off  the A-F,” 
Taylor said. 

However, school districts may see 
changes to incentivizing schools that 
perform well, Taylor said.

“One thing we hadn’t really thought 
of is recognizing districts for doing 
well. We haven’t been recognizing 
these high fl yers,” Taylor said. 

High fl yers include those helping 
marginalized students improve perfor-
mance —even if they do not receive an 
A, Rep. Greg Bonnen, R-League City, 
said at a forum on Dec. 3. 

“You are not going to get them to 
perform at the highest level, but if 
you can advance their skills and their 
knowledge base, you should be rec-
ognized for having done a great job,” 
Bonnen said. 

The system rates school districts 
with a score based on student achieve-
ment, progress over time and educa-
tional equity. The program will apply 

to individual campuses for the 2019-20 
school year.

School districts such as Alvin and 
Friendswood ISDs do not think the sys-
tem gives a comprehensive and trans-
parent rating of districts, both Roher 
and Combs said. 

Alvin ISD was not rated this year, 
as the overall score may have been 
aff ected by Hurricane Harvey, accord-
ing to the Texas Education Agency. 

While FISD received an A, the dis-
trict is placing a higher importance on 
improving the district in the eyes of 
the community, rather than the state, 
Roher said. 

“When you give Friendswood Junior 
High a grade, you’re basing it on one 
test on one day. There is so much more 
to Friendswood Junior High for our 
parents and our staff  to hold ourselves 
accountable to,” Roher said. 

PISD, which also received an A from 
the state, is happy with the existing 
system, Kelly said in an email.

“The new A-F system is the fairest 
one devised thus far—and even many 
critics acknowledge that,” Kelly said in 
an email. 

With the Santa Fe school shooting 
just occurring in May, the legislature is 
focused on increasing safety measures 
across districts, Bonnen said. 

“There is no question this is going to 
be a priority,” Bonnen said. 

HB 357 addresses tighter measures 
for carrying fi rearms.

Security measures discussed in Gov. 
Greg Abbott's plan, which may lead 
to legislation, include hard security 
measures, increasing school resource 
offi  cers, and adding mental health 

counselors.
“We need more folks on the ground 

at these campuses to react more 
quickly to any type of incident that 
does arise,” Taylor said.  

FISD agrees mental health is the fi rst 
step in protecting students, Roher said. 

“When you have students who have 
relationships, are involved in a com-
munity of some kind … when they 
are a part of those diff erent programs, 
then they don’t want to harm a school. 
They’re not isolated. They are part of a 

team. Anytime that happens you have 
very positive things,” Roher said. 

FISD, along with other Galveston 
County schools, would also like to see 
a fund set aside for safety with the free-
dom for districts to use it how they see 
fi t, Roher said. 

Combs said he would also like to see 
more money allocated toward safety. 

“There is a fi nite amount of 
resources. Allocating those funds to 
safety ultimately pulls them away from 
other measures,” Combs said. 

There may be money in the Rainy 
Day Fund for one-time safety expenses, 
Taylor said. 

Kelly also supports additional fund-
ing for school safety, he said. However, 
local control is necessary, he said. 

“There is no one-size-fi ts-all law 
that will answer the safety and security 
needs in the 1,000-plus school districts 
of Texas,” Kelly said in an email.

ACCOUNTABILITY

SCHOOL SAFETY 

While the divisive A-F system is here to stay, districts may see incentives for performing well

Safety needs vary by school district, state emphasizes more 'boots on the ground'

For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

Understanding 
the A-F system 
Starting this year districts are given a grade 
based on student achievement, school 
progress and closing the gaps. Next year 
campuses will be graded by the same system.

Student achievement   
This measures what students know and 
can do by the end of the year. 

Closing the gaps   This tracks 
performance among students in certain 
populations. 

20% Graduation rate 10% English language profi ciency
30% Student achievement

40% STAAR testing 50% Grade level performance
40% College, career and military readiness

10% Academic growth and graduation rate
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School progress   This measures 
how students perform over time and how 
this district compares with other districts. 

What makes up student achievement? What makes up closing the gaps?

What makes up student progress?

District grade District grade

District grade

Friendswood ISD: Friendswood ISD:

Friendswood ISD:

Districts are given a grade on  ACADEMIC 
GROWTH  and  RELATIVE PERFORMANCE. 
The higher of these grades is the school 
progress score. 

 94

 94

 96

 91

out of 100 out of 100

out of 100

out of 100 out of 100

out of 100

92 99

89

Pearland ISD: Pearland ISD: 

Pearland ISD: 

1
3

4

2

 95

1

Overall 
grade: 

SOURCE: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

*ALVIN ISD DID NOT RECEIVE A GRADE BECAUSE OF 
A HURRICANE HARVEY EXEMPTION

Friendswood ISD

Pearland ISD

SOURCE: SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY/ COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 
SOURCE: LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY OF TEXAS/ COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

NOV. 
12
First date 
to prefi le 
bills

The session 
starts

Deadline 
for fi ling 
bills 

Last day 
of session

All bills passed without 
a specifi c start date 
become effective

08
JAN. 

08
MARCH 

27
MAY 

26
AUG. 

JAN. 

14
JUNE 

16
Budget estimates brought to 
governor and Legislature

Between Jan. 14 and March 8, the 
governor delivers his budget

Last day governor 
may pass or veto bills

How a bill becomes a law
After a bill is fi led, the process to become a law follows similar paths whether it is fi led 
in the House of Representatives or the Senate. Here is an example:

1  A bill is 
presented 

to the House of 
Representatives

2  The 
speaker of the 
house reads 
the bill

3  The bill goes to 
a committee

4  The 
committee 
studies the 
bill

5  The 
House votes 
on the bill. 
If it receives 
a two-thirds 
majority, it 
goes to the 
Senate

6  The 
lieutenant 
governor 
reads the bill

7  If the bill receives 
a two-thirds majority 
in the Senate, it goes 
to the Governor

The governor passes the bill into law

If the governor vetoes the bill, it can 
still pass into law with a two-thirds 

majority from the House and the Senate

School districts will see bills propos-
ing changes to the school funding sys-
tem, Taylor said. For both Friendswood 
and Pearland ISDs, reworking Robin 
Hood is a major priority. 

The Robin Hood system redirects 
local funds from property-wealthy 
districts as a way to establish equity 
statewide and is addressed in House 
Bill 443, which proposes a limitation 
on how much property tax revenue is 
subject to recapture. 

Local revenues are projected to make 
up 55 percent of school funding in 
2019—9 percent more than they did in 

2010, according to data from the Texas 
Legislative Budget Board. 

The fi nancial system places too 
much emphasis on recapture and 
property taxes, FISD Superintendent 
Thad Roher said. His district loses hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars each year 
to recapture. 

PISD Superintendent John Kelly also 
believes the funding system needs to 
be restructured. 

“The state has neglected their 
responsibility and has instead increas-
ingly over-relied on local property 
taxes and an unfair ‘Robin Hood’ sys-
tem,” Kelly said in an email. 

The solution is both more funding and 
fewer unfunded mandates, Kelly said. 

“Every session, our legislators add 
little and big mandates that are either 
unfunded or partially funded,” Kelly 
said in an email. 

Alvin ISD echoes Kelly’s opinion on 
unfunded mandates, Assistant Super-
intendent Daniel Combs said. 

“Over time, autonomy is being lim-
ited for the overall board as mandates 
continue to occur and funding is not 
provided,” Combs said. “Many of them 
are good, but it limits the district’s dis-
cretion to determine what is the high-
est priority. ” 

In addition to potential reforms, a 
fi nance committee put together a plan 
that includes incentivizing schools that 
perform well and funding successful 
programs, Taylor said. The committee 
also discussed putting more resources 
into more dual-language programs 
rather than bilingual programs as well 
as prioritizing preschool programs. 

“We have recognized the value of 
early-childhood education. So, mov-
ing our money to target those areas, 
particularly having our kids reading 
by third grade, at the third-grade level, 
is very important for their educational 
future,” Taylor said. 

 CONTINUED FROM 1

SCHOOL FINANCE As state’s share of funding shrinks, district leaders say unfunded mandates are limiting local control

Balancing 
school funding
School districts receive funding from 
three sources: the state, the federal 
government and local property taxes. 
Over time, the state’s share of funding has 
decreased, while local sources shoulder 
more district expenses and student needs. 

How much 
state spends 

per student: 

SOURCE: TEXAS LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD, 
ALVIN, FRIENDSWOOD AND PEARLAND ISDS, 
TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/ COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER
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Local revenue will account for 
9% more of school funding in 
2019 than it did in 2010.

2018-19 school 
funding breakdown per 
district

Alvin ISD

Friendswood ISD

Pearland ISD

54.84%   44.23%   0.93%

74.4%   25.3%   0.3%

50.23%   48.51%   1.26%

The state will pay 3% less to 
schools in 2019 that it did in 2010.

State dollars per student*

How much Friendswood 
ISD receives per student: 

$6,327

$3,211

$4,725

How much Alvin ISD 
receives per student: 

How much Pearland ISD 
receives per student: 

$4,545

Dates to know 

The state legislature meets every two years to 
discuss changing existing laws and to pass new 
ones. These are important dates for this upcoming 
session.

*DATA IS MOST RECENT FROM TEA'S 2015-2016 
ACTUAL FINANCIAL REPORT

*  Prices and availability are subject  
 to change without notice.SierraVistaHouston.com 

5 GREAT
BUILDERS

FROM THE $200S

INCENTIVES
GENEROUS BUILDER 

Westin Homes

D.R. Horton

CastleRock

Communities

Anglia Homes

Meritage Homes

Coming Soon! Hwy 288 at Meridiana Pkwy
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5 bedroom/3 bath 2,760 sq. ft. $317,990
Veronica Cantu  
Nino Properties 713-540-5177

5 bedroom/4.5 bath 4,150 sq. ft. $509,900
Larry Rasco  
Realty Associates 281-732-2135

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Pomona is a growing master-planned community 
off Hwy. 288, just south of Pearland in Manvel. 
Homesites range from 50- to 75-feet wide. The 
community includes a lake system, resort-style 
pools, playgrounds, a community center and an 
orchard. 

Build-out year: Still building

Builders: Ashton Woods, Coventry, David 
Weekley, Highland Homes, Pulte, Trendmaker

Square footage: 2,200-4,200

Home values: $299,000-$509,000

HOA dues (estimated): $1,164/annually   

Amenities: parks, pools, walking trails, 
fishing, community events

Schools: Pomona Elementary School, McNair 
Junior High, Shadow Creek Ranch High 
School (Alvin ISD)

Property taxes (in dollars):

Brazoria Co. Drainage District #4        0.14600
Brazoria Co. ESD #3         0.10000
Brazoria County                                 0.38023
Alvin Community College       0.18075
County Road & Bridge          0.06000
Alvin ISD             1.45000
Brazoria County MUD #39  1.50000
Total (per $100 valuation) 3.81698

$380,000

POMONA, 77578 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$130.13$14,000 72

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 12/1/2018 

5 0

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

3 bedroom/2.5 bath 2,294 sq. ft. $299,000 
Carlo Mercado  
REMAX Fine Properties 832-715-4646

4 bedroom/4.5 bath 3,327 sq. ft. $450,000
Christina Jones  
Keller Williams Houston Preferred 281-698-7986

2622 Deerwood Heights Lane

2349 Olive Forest Lane

2706 Pecan Creek Lane

4531 Juniper Ridge Lane

REAL ESTATE

Neighborhood data provided by Alina Rogers 
Sparrow Realty • 281-961-2944 • alinawrogers@yahoo.com

77089

77584

77546MANVEL

77581
PEARLAND

77578

FRIENDSWOOD288

521 518

6

35

45

N

OFF THE MARKET  (NOVEMBER 2018)

Number of homes for sale/average days on the market

Price range 77581 77584 77578 77546

$149,999 or less - 1/39 1/25 -

$150,000-$199,999 - 1/27 1/20 11/25

$200,000-$299,999 21/23 35/36 13/59 15/19

$300,000-$399,999 8/13 28/52 11/87 10/35

$400,000-$499,999 2/96 8/106 4/12 4/41

$500,000-$599,999 - 2/12 1/119 3/12

$600,000-$799,999 1/307 - 1/1 4/114

$800,000-$999,999 - - - 1/131

$1 million + - - - 2/52

MARKET DATA

Price 77581 77584 77578 77546

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

-

AVERAGE PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN NOVEMBER  2017 VS.  2018

+2.07%
+1.69%

-12.5% +17.5%

annualannualannual
COMING

YOUR WAY
THIS JANUARY!

PACKED FULL WITH TOP STORIES TO FOLLOW IN 2019, CITY & COUNTY UPDATES, 

HEALTH CARE NEWS, ANNUAL COMMUNITY EVENTS AND SO MUCH MORE!



WE HONOR ANY HIBACHI 
OR JAPANESE RESTAURANT 
COUPONS UP TO 20% OFF 

THE FOOD BILL

OR JAPANESE RESTAURANT 
COUPONS UP TO 20% OFF 

THE FOOD BILL

WE HONOR ANY HIBACHI 
OR JAPANESE RESTAURANT 

Lunch and Dinner • Full Bar Available
Dine-In or Take Out

Lunch Special 11 am - 3 pm 
Starting at $695

Happy Hour Monday - Sat. 
3 pm - 7 pm

Tuesday Happy Hour
All evening & $995 Special Rolls

Ladies Night 7pm Wednesday
$3 Margaritas & Cosmopolitans

Located at 2810 Business Center Drive, Suite 124 • 713-340-1882 • sakurapearland.com

Japanese Grill and Sushi

20% off
up to $30 Discount 

O� er Not Valid for Happy Hour. Dine in 
only. One Coupon per ticket. Not Valid 

with any other o� er. Excludes Alcohol & 
Beverages.  No digital coupons accepted. 
No printed or copied coupon accepted. 
Must present coupon for redemption. 

Expires 1/19/2019

$5 off
purchase of $25 

or More
O� er not valid for Happy Hour. Dine In 
Only. One coupon per ticket. Not valid 

with any other o� er. Excludes Alcohol & 
Beverages.  No digital coupons accepted. 
No printed or copied coupon accepted. 
Must present coupon for redemption.  

Expires 1/19/2019

DEALS THIS MONTH

DINING
Amici Ristorante Italiano ............................ 28

Between Us Tea Room ............................... 29

China Star ................................................. 26

Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburger ..... 29

Italianos .................................................... 27

Midici Neapolitan Pizza ............................. 29

Sakura Japanese Steak House .................... 25

Seoul Pig ................................................... 31

Shogun Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar ............. 30

The Simple Greek ...................................... 30

Timeout #4 Sports Bar & Grill ..................... 28

HOME & GARDEN
Home Evolution ......................................... 29

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
A & A Cleaning Services ............................. 28

Restore Your Door ..................................... 28

Vern Insurance Group ................................ 31

RETAIL
Natural Rewards Health Food Store ........... 29

Rustique Custom Home Decor .................. 27
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/CAREERS

Become an
IMPACTER

NEWSPAPER
THAT’S GROWING 

We’re the

ASIAN FUSION • SUSHI
HIBACHI GRILl • SEAFOOD

LUNCH BUFFET: 
Mon. - Fri. . 

11 AM - 4 PM
Adult $9.99

Seniors $8.99

DINNER BUFFET: 
Mon. - Fri.

Adult $11.99
Seniors $10.99

Sat, Sun & Holidays
Adult $12.99

Seniors $11.99

NOW OPEN 7 
DAYS A WEEK

PEARLAND
10009 Broadway

Pearland, TX 77584
281.741.4269

NORTH
4414 North FWY

Houston, TX 77022
713.884.1618

EAST
12621 East FWY

Houston, TX 77015
713.330.8348

View our full menu online at www.chinastarbu� et.com

Open 7 days a week
Sunday - Thursday - 11:00am - 9:30pm
Friday - Saturday - 11:00am - 10:00pm
Thanksgiving Day -11:00am - 6:00pm

Christmas Eve - 11:00am - 6:00pm
Christmas Day - Closed

NOW HIRING ALL POSITIONS
We need great friendly employees to join our team!

We have part-time and full-time openings for all positions.

Call for your large party reservations
seating available up to 300

Catering available
Gift cards available

FREE 
KID’S DRINK

EVERY TUESDAY
One coupon per ticket. Not valid with 
any other o� er. Must present coupon 

for redemption. Valid at Pearland 
location only! Expires 1/19/2019

10% OFF
PARTIES OF 10 or MORE

One coupon per ticket. Not valid with 
any other o� er. Must present coupon 

for redemption. Expires 1/19/2019

10% OFF 
TEACHERS & MILITARY

Must show a valid ID. One coupon per 
ticket. Not valid with any other o� er. 
Must present coupon for redemption.  

Expires 1/19/2019

50% OFF
POLICE OFFICERS, FIREMEN, 

FIRST RESPONDERS
Must show a valid ID. One coupon per 
ticket. Not valid with any other o� er. 
Must present coupon for redemption. 

Expires 1/19/2019

GULFGATE
6888 Gulf FWY

Houston, TX 77087
713.847.8687

LAKE JACKSON
119 TX-332

Lake Jackson, TX 77566
832-908-0789



Pearland / Friendswood edition • December 2018 27

RELATIONSHIPS

NEW 
LOCATION!

� e most important
things we build, are 

handmade,

& cared for

“one of a kind,”
high quality,

All items we carry are

1130 Broadway 
Pearland, TX 77581

BROADWAY ST.

BROADWAY ST.

PIN
E V

ALLE
Y DR.

PIN
E V

ALLE
Y DR.

SU
NSET

 MEA
DOWS D

R.

SU
NSET

 MEA
DOWS D

R.

SU
NSET

 MEA
DOWS D

R.
DIXIE F

ARM RD.

DIXIE F
ARM RD.

accepting new 
artists!

We o� er Christmas 
decorating services!

rustiquegeneralstore.com
281-687-7476

FREE APPETIZER
with the purchase of two entrees

Valid Monday thru Thursday.
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other o� er. Expires 1/19/2019

Come Enjoy 
    for Lunch 
      or Dinner!

New York Style 
Pizza, Pasta & Vino

Catering

832-971-8400
ASK FOR AL OR SUSIE

Italiano’s Restaurant
11710 Broadway St #102

Pearland, TX 77584
italianosrestaurant.net

281-812-7662

Locally owned.
Over 24 years of experience.
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$30 OFF FIRST CLEANING

with Coupon Only. Expires 1/16/19

$10 off 2nd Cleaning 
$10 off 3rd Cleaning

$30 OFF FIRST CLEANING

Business of the Year
by the Pearland Chamber of Commerce

Member of Pearland & Alvin Manvel
Chamber of Commerce

Recipient of Blue Ribbon Award
by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Residential/Commercial Offi ces • Commercial Lawn Service • Complete Floor Care
Commercial Windows • Extensive Training and Quality Control • Insured and Bonded

281.489.8614281.489.8614
www.aacleaningservices.comwww.aacleaningservices.com

Wood & Fiberglass  
Door Refinishing

• Quality In-Shop Restoration
• Beautiful Secure Loaner Door
• Maintenance Service Available

713.861.2081   www.restoreyourdoor.com

 $50 Off! Ask about Harvey Restoration Specials

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expiration 1/22/19

• Painting Interior & 
Exterior  

• Pressure Washing
• Iron Fence Repairs 

& Restore
• Custom Patios

• Roof & Window 
Cleaning

• Stairs: Custom 
make & Refinishing 

• Kitchen Cabinets
• Driveways

Other Services Offered:

Where fi ne dining meets family.

FREE APPETIZER OR DESSERT
WITH THE PURCHASE OF TWO ENTREES
MUST PRESENT COUPON. NOT VALID WITH 
ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 1/19/2019

Owner and head chef, Joseph Trama.  
Born in Sicily and providing a fusion of 

both Northern and Southern Italy

Amici
RISTORANTE ITALIANO

Please 
call to 

make your 
holiday 

reservation.
832-569-5736

HOURS: MON- FRI 4-10PM
SAT 11AM - 10PM, SUN 11AM - 9PM

709 W. Parkwood Ave.Friendswood, TX 77546 
832-569-5736 | www.Amicichef.com

 Follow us on Facebook

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS AT AMICICHEF.COM

HOST YOUR
BEST FALL EVENT

WITH US!

HOST YOURHOST YOUR
BEST FALL EVENT
HOST YOURHOST YOURHOST YOUR
BEST FALL EVENT

TIMEOUT #1
11460 Fuqua 
Houston TX

(281) 484-9911

TIMEOUT #4
3338 FM 528 Rd
Friendswood TX

(281) 993-4007

timeoutsportsbars.com

11AM - 12AM EVERYDAY
UBER EATS 
& GRUBHUB 
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

SABO RD.

45FUQUA ST.

528

BLACKHAWK 
BLVD.

B
A

Y
 A

R
E

A
 B

LV
D

.

HAPPY HOUR: 11AM - 7PM

99¢
APPETIZER
WITH DRINK PURCHASE 

May not be combined with other off er. Dine-In only. 
Must present coupon to redeem. One coupon per 

table per visit/day. Good for smallest quantity on menu 
under heading of appetizer. **Crowd pleaser, nachos, 

quesadillas not eligible. Exp. 1/19/2019

LUNCH 
SPECIAL

11-2PM MONDAY-FRIDAY
$4.99 ANYTHING ON THE MENU
With any drink purchase. Promo excludes large pizzas 

or orders of 20 wings. Valid only at participating 
locations. Exp. 1/19/2019 *No coupon needed

H O S T  A  F O O T B A L L
G A M E  W AT C H  P A R T Y !

CHAMBER PARTIES • BIRTHDAY PARTIES • BABY SHOWERS
for more info email adf51@timeoutsportsbars.com
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3704 E. Broadway St. Pearland 77581 | 281-412-3303 | naturalrewardstx.com

Senior Citizen Discount any purchase of 
$20 or more$5 OFF

Not valid with any other o� er. Expires 1/16/19

NATURAL REWARDS
HEALTH FOOD STORE

Jesus is the reason for the season

� ank you for  supporting 
our business for 20 years!

Second � ursday 
of every month20% OFF

Hardwood • Luxury Vinyl • Cabinets • Laminate • Ceramic Tile • Porcelain
Countertops • Painting • Bathrooms • Roofing • Full Home Remodeling

HOME
EVOLUTION

EVOLVE YOUR HOME TO 
YOUR DREAM

0%

5517 Broadway Ste. H, Pearland TX 77581 • M-F: 10am-6pm Sat: 10am-3pm • www.homeevolution.org • facebook.com/homeevolutionfl ooring
Call for a free quote today! 832-788-9396

Laminate with beveled edge: 99¢sf
Financing
Available

Wood Ceramic Tile 6x24: 99¢sf

Call to ask about our END OF YEAR SALE

802 S. Friendswood Drive • Tea Room open daily 11am - 3pm  Saturday  11 am - 10 pm Sunday 10 am - 2 pm• Wine bar open daily 5pm - 10pm • (281) 612-2048 •  betweenustearoom.com

A British tea room 

with a taste of Texas twist

Wine Bar in the evenings
 Serving Wine and Craft Beer

FREE APPETIZER 
with purchase of a bottle of wine 

Choice from a selected list of appetizers
May only be used in the evening after 5 pm. Expires 1/19/2019

HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS
BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E

COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529

DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W.

KATY
24433 Katy Frwy

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978

SPRING
19370 Interstate 45

+ 21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND

20450 SW Frwy

PASADENA
4637 E. Sam Houston 

Parkway S.

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy

LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy SFULSHEAR

26806 FM 1093

COMING SOON - KINGWOOD + PORTER!

®

FREE CUSTARD COOKIE

®
FreddysUSA.com

®

COMING SOON - KINGWOOD + PORTER!

FREE CUSTARD COOKIE
Good for one cookie. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. Expires 2.28.2019. One per guest, per vi sit. Some restrictions may apply.

Give a gift, get a gift!

Get a FREE bottle of Freddy’s  
Famous Fry Sauce® or
Seasoning With a $25
Gift Card Purchase.

Valid at participating locations only.

Give a gift, get a gift!

Get a FREE bottle of Freddy’s  

®

Happy Holidays!

832-288-3023 
2560 Pearland Pkwy, Ste 182 

Pearland, Texas 77581 
www.mymidici.com

A friendlier place. The better pizza.

2 FREE TOPPINGS for any pizza purchase 
everyday of the week

LUNCH SPECIAL Mon.-Fri. 11am-2 pm: Combo 
pizzas, salad and drink $9.95

HAPPY HOUR 2pm-6pm Moday- Friday 
Beer $3   Wine $5

20% DISCOUNT for students and teachers
on pizza or salads
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Located at 10621 Broadway Street, Ste 109, 
Pearland, TX 77584 
Call at 346-340-GYRO (4976)
Open Mon-Sun 11am-9pm

C� e see us!
(we’re next to Panera)

 Get $2 OFF 
A GYRO OR BOWL

Bring this o� er Into the Pearland, TX location to receive $2 o�  a 
gyro or bowl. Limit 2 per coupon, per person, per visit, per day. 

In-store only. Not for resale. Can not be combined 
with any other o� er. Expires 1/19/2019

$5 OFF 
A PAN SIZE DESSERT

Bring this o� er into the Pearland, TX location to receive $5 o�  
one of our Desserts by the Pan. Limit 2 per coupon, per person, 

per visit, per day. In store only, cannot combined with 
another o� er. Not for resale. Expires 1/19/2019

We offer Pre-Order to go items such as:
Hummus & Pita | Dolmades 

Garlic Green Beans | Spanakopita | Tiropita

Disc�   Y� r Inn  Greek
Let Us Help You With Your Holiday Party.

Desserts By The Pan:
Rizogalo | Baklava | Baklava Cheesecake

South Fw
y.

Broadway st.

Sm
ith R

anch R
d.

ABOVE THE REST

An Experience

Pearland Town Center
11200 Broadway St. Ste. 60, 
Pearland, TX 77584

713-340-1009 • SHOGUNGRILL.COM 20% OFF
your purchase (up to $30)

Excludes alcohol. Dine in only. One coupon per group/per visit/
per table. Not valid with other offers. Pearland location only. 

Must present coupon for redemption. Original CI coupon only. 
Digital/printed version not acceptable. Expires 1/19/2019.

$5 OFF
purchase of $20 or more

Excludes alcohol. Dine in only. One coupon per group/per visit/
per table. Not valid with other offers. Pearland location only. 

Must present coupon for redemption. Original CI coupon only. 
Digital/printed version not acceptable. Expires 1/19/2019.

LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM - 3 PM
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Korean
Bento

TRY OUR

“Galbi” is the Korean word for “rib.”
This dish is marinated in a sweet  and 
savory sauce of soy sauce, garlic and 

sugar. Featured in our Korean Bento Box.

See our full menu online at SEOULPIG.COM

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ONE
FULL ORDER ENTREE MEAT (16 OZ.). 
DINE-IN ONLY. ONE COUPON PER VISIT.
EXPIRES 1/19/2018.

2510 SMITH RANCH ROAD #108 PEARLAND, TX 77584 
281-372-8814

savory sauce of soy sauce, garlic and 
sugar. Featured in our Korean Bento Box.

or “Galbi”
Kalbi

“Galbi” is the Korean word for “rib.”
This dish is marinated in a sweet  and 
savory sauce of soy sauce, garlic and 

Box
Bento
Box
Bento
BoxBox

Blown Away
By Insurance

Windstorm Rates?

It’s Simply A Better Deal

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Flood • Marine • Commercial • Umbrella

We Sell Flood Insurance!

281-922-1616
3311 Broadway, Pearland • www.verninsurancegroup.com

MANY SAVE 

$1,000+
It’s Your Money

We Have The Answer!
Windstorm & Homeowners All In One Policy! 

Don’t Pay For Two Policies 
When You Can Purchase One! 

Save Now!
Don’t Wait Until Your Policy Renews!

Your Unearned Premium Will Be Refunded 
By Your Previous Insurance Carrier.

Don’t Pay Unnecessary Rate Increases.
Call Our Offi ce & Save Today! Se habla español.

Don’t Pay Coastal Insurance Rates When Your Home 
Is Not On the Coast! 

TWIA Is NOT Your Only Option!

No Windstorm Inspection
(WPI8) NOT Required

Convenient Pay Plans
Written Through A-Rated Companies

Companion Policy Discounts
Comprehensive Policies, 

Including Full Water Coverage 

mvernjr@verninsurancegroup.com
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CALL: (713) 947-4111

BeckMastenSouth.com

12820 GULF FREEWAY
 HOUSTON, TX 77034

NEW 2019 GMC ACADIA SLE

2 AT THIS 
PRICE!

OR
$25,642

‘18 ACADIA SLE: MSRP $34,190, 
$8548 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP.

NEW 2019 GMC SIERRA 
1500 CREW CAB

Several To 
Choose!

OR
$46,310
‘18 1500 CREW CAB SLT: MSRP $51,455, 

$5145 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP.

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE NEW 2019 BUICK ENCORE

Several To 
Choose! OR

OR
$17,803
$7,987

‘18 ENCORE: MSRP $25,790 LESS $2000 FACTORY 
REBATE LESS $5737 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

EXPERIENCE
THE NEW BUICK

SAVINGS OFF MSRP

NEW 2019 GMC YUKON

Several To 
Choose!

OR

OR
$40,496

$10,124
‘18 YUKON SLE: MSRP $50,620 - 

$1500 FACTORY REBATE -
$8624 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP.

SAVINGS OFF MSRP

B U S I N E S S
E L I T E

YEAR-END 
CLOSEOUT

SHOP LIKE A PRO

Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only...  1, 3) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... 10% Down + TT&L  Due at Lease Inception (Cash or Trade). Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. 1)$15,171, 3)$18,681 Total Lease Term Payments... 2, 4) 24 
Mo. Closed End Lease... 10% Down + TT&L Due at Lease Inception (Cash or Trade). Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. 2)$6312, 4)$3576 Total Lease Term Payments... All: advertised leases in this ad include: early termina-

tion & excessive wear & tear fees, $.25/mile over 10,000 Miles for additional miles, maintenance & auto insurance are customer’s responsibility, penalties and other charges will be imposed for delinquent payments. 1st Payment Not 
Due For the First 90 days from date of purchase(Not available with some other offers).  2) 0% APR w/Approved Credit, 72 Months Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89 Per Month Per Thousand Financed. W.A.C. See dealer for details. 

Take Delivery by 12/31/18. Prices + TT&L. Prices Include All Applicable Rebates & Incentives. No Wholesalers. Only One Ad Unit Per Family.  The Buick Emblem and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors. 

Sale!

NEW 2019 BUICK ENCORE
EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCEEXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE

SHOP LIKE A PROSHOP LIKE A PROSHOP LIKE A PRO

OR /MO$469
10% OFF

LEASE FOR 39 
MONTHS1

OR

25% OFF

LEASE FOR 24 
MONTHS2

$363/MO OR /MO

20% OFF

LEASE FOR 39 
MONTHS3

$399

30% OFF
$149OR /MO

LEASE FOR 24 
MONTHS4


