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BY AMY DENNEY

With 5,000 new jobs coming to 
Northwest Austin in the next few 
years, many residents wonder how 
Apple’s second campus will affect 
housing prices and traffic.

Apple announced Dec. 13 it will 

Apple to invest $1B 
in new campus, jobs
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Apple will invest $1 billion to build 
a new 3 million-square-foot campus 
on 133 acres on the Robinson Ranch 
property.
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Texas’ school finance 
system is sometimes 
referred to by 
policymakers as a “two-
legged stool.” Although 
other states are supported 
by a “third leg” of an income 
tax, Texas’ school funding 
formula is primarily made up 
of sales and property taxes.
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School financing targeted for overhaul

 CONTINUED ON 22

NW Austin state representatives want better use of taxes

Numerous transportation projects are under 
construction, in design in Northwest Austin

 CONTINUED ON 20

City on track to finish 2016 
Mobility Bond in eight years
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The city of Austin started construction in late November on 
new sidewalks and a shared-use path on Adelphi Lane.
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BY EMMA WHALEN

Long-awaited property tax relief 
may come hand-in-hand with school 
finance reform during the upcoming 
Texas legislative session, according to 
local lawmakers, lobbyists and educa-
tion officials.

Many of them point to the 

November midterm elections’ 
historic voter turnout as well as 
its upsets and close calls for long-
term incumbents as signs that the 
issue will take on a greater level of 
urgency in the 2019 session than 
it has in the past.

BY AMY DENNEY

For two decades residents of the Walnut Crossing and 
Milwood neighborhoods in North Austin have asked the city 
to add sidewalks on a street that offers access to a library, 
a public school, a community garden and youth ballfields.

“For our area it’s been a long time coming,” Milwood 
Neighborhood Association President Meg Davis said. “The 
residents have been asking for it, and there’s always been a 
very consistent goat path—you see the tread there.”

The city began constructing sidewalks and a shared-
use path in November on Adelphi Lane between Amherst 
Drive and Waters Park Road near the Balcones Youth 
Sports fields. The project is one of hundreds being funded 
through the $720 million 2016 Mobility Bond, the city’s 
largest single proposition bond.

Two years in, the city on track with the bond’s eight-
year timline and still planning and designing many of the 
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FEATURED STORIES

Dynamic message signs are electronic sign boards 
located near highways and roads that can provide infor-
mation to drivers on upcoming construction activities 
and road conditions as well as relay safety information.

Signs located near highways are managed by the 
Texas Department of Transportation. The local Austin 
district writes a lot of the messages to provide traffic 
updates. Other messages come from the main traffic 
division for various TxDOT campaigns such as “Click 
It or Ticket” or for holidays messaging, such as “Gob-
ble, gobble, go easy on the throttle.”

The city of Austin also uses smaller electronic signs 
posted over its streets for messages related to road or 
lane closures, traffic incidents and special events.

In 2017 the city hosted a creative campaign for res-
idents to submit their own suggestions for messages 
on the signs. Winning messages that have appeared 
on the signs include “Road construction ahead, please 
drive Willie slow” and “Dazed and Confused? Stop 
staring at your cell phone.”
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Who writes the traffic messages on the 
dynamic message signs?

As the year comes to a close, many of 
us are reflecting on 2018 while looking 
ahead to visions of growth and possibility 
in the new year.  

As we look ahead to the continued 
growth happening in Northwest Austin, 
mobility and transportation will play 
a key role in the success of our rapidly 
growing community. In Senior Editor 
Amy Denney’s front-page story, she looks 
at the progress of the 2016 mobility bond 
and the impact it is having on local resi-
dents and businesses.

Also in this edition, Reporter Emma 
Whalen examines how the upcoming 
legislative session could affect local 

school districts and their ability to 
increase funding while many also seek to 
have lower property taxes and possible 
solutions to the issue.

Lastly, Reporter Iain Oldman’s informa-
tive report on pages 14-15 on the upcom-
ing Austin-Bergstrom International Air-
port expansion digs into how the future 
plans could transform the airport.

I hope that in 2019 you are able to 
achieve your personal and professional 
goals and are able to continue to stay 
informed on local happenings in your 
community as well as support local 
businesses with the help of Community 
Impact Newspaper. Thanks for reading! 

Reflecting on 2018, future growth in 2019
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planners, journals and seasonal gifts. 
888-422-5637. www.daybydayretail.com

5  Donkey Mo’s Korean Fried Chicken 
opened at Lakeline Mall on Nov. 8. The 
Southern-style Korean fried chicken 
restaurant is located at 11200 Lakeline 
Mall Drive, Ste. VC8, Cedar Park. This is the 
restaurant’s second location. The original 
is located in the H Mart on 11301 Lakeline 
Blvd., Austin. 512-506-9386.  
www.facebook.com/donkeymoskfc

6  Ice Cream shop I-CE-NY—which serves 
rolled ice cream with toppings, such as 
mango sticky rice, mixed in—opened Dec. 
20 at Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall 
Drive, Cedar Park. www.icenyicecream.com

7  Pita Haus opened in November at 
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Cedar Park. The restaurant serves chicken, 
beef and lamb shawarma in addition to 
salads, gyro and falafel pitas. 512-888-1973. 
www.simon.com/mall/lakeline-mall/
stores/pita-haus

COMING SOON

8  A Porsche dealership is in the early 
stages of development at The Arboretum, 
10000 Research Blvd., Austin. The 
198,000-square-foot site will include a five-
story parking garage, a service center and 
a showroom, according to project manager 
Abbey Teeters with Gensler Architects, the 
firm designing the dealership. It aims to 
open in late 2019 or early 2020. 512-377-
9261 www.porscheaustin.com

9  Construction began in early December 
on seven new condos called the Court on 
Duval at 4804 Duval Road, Austin, said 
Reece McIver, one of the partners on the 
project from Reece McIver Construction. 
The first units will be available in June, and 
the remaining units will be completed by 
September. The two-story farmhouse-style 
units will have garages.

10  Austin-based Michi Ramen, known for 
ramen, beer, wine and sake offerings, will 
open a second location by late December 
at 10700 Anderson Mill Road, Austin. It 
will initially operate under limited business 
hours and eventually expand to a full seven-
day lunch and dinner schedule. 
512-953-8153. www.michiramen.com 

NORTHWEST AUSTIN

NOW OPEN

1  Elisa Will recently opened Salon Vibe 
at 11689 Research Blvd., Ste. 103, Austin. 
Will expanded her offerings by hiring eight 
new stylists in October. Services include hair 
services for men and women, such as cut, 
coloring and extensions, as well as waxing 

620, Austin. Valor Defense Academy houses 
multiple 12-by-7-foot video screens that 
simulate scenarios in which a person may 
need self-defense knowledge. Participants 
use real firearms without ammunition that 
replicate the recoil a person would feel from 
using a firearm loaded with ammunition. 

4  Day by Day Calendars opened 
Oct. 1 at Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall 
Drive, Cedar Park. The store sells calendars, 

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding 

and styles for weddings and special events. 
512-660-5025. www.salonvibeaustin.com

2  Thao Pham opened Laque Nail Bar in 
mid-December at 9800 Lake Creek Parkway, 
Ste. 130, Austin. The salon offers a variety of 
nail and waxing services. 512-551-8886. 
https://laquenailbar.business.site 

3  Owner Daisy Angel opened Valor 
Defense Academy on Dec. 15. at 13201 RM 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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FEATURED IMPACT — NOW OPEN

Little Kahunas Pet Resort opened Dec. 3 at 12196 N. MoPac, Austin. The center 
offers boarding and day care services for dogs under 40 pounds. Rates start at $28 per 
day, and Little Kahunas also offers spa services for dogs and discounted membership 
packages. Husband-and-wife duo Mike and Cheryl Rose are the owners. 
512-966-0961. www.littlekahunaspetresort.com

11  The Holdsworth Center for 
Excellence in Education Leadership 
broke ground on a 44-acre campus at 4907 
RM 2222, Austin, on Nov. 5. Founded by 
H-E-B CEO and Chairperson Charles Butt, 
the center partners with public school 
districts and provides leadership training 
to superintendents and other school 
leaders. The campus is scheduled to open 
in summer 2020. Round Rock ISD is one of 
several districts participating in the center’s 
education leadership program. 
www.holdsworthcenter.org

RELOCATIONS

12  Ideal Image hosted a grand reopening 
Dec. 12 after relocating to 6301 W. Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 507, Austin. The business was 
previously located at 4101 W. Parmer Lane, 
Austin. Services include hair removal, 
skin treatments and CoolSculpting fat 
reduction. 512-843-0020. 
www.idealimage.com/austin

13  Tree of Life Massage & Wellness 
relocated Nov. 1 from 11126 Jollyville Road, 
Ste. C, Austin, to 8337 Fathom Circle, Ste. B, 
Austin. Owner Anita McClellan specializes in 
therapeutic massage. 512-948-1857. 
www.treeoflifemassagewellness.com

RENOVATIONS

14  The Lakeline area location of Nancy’s 
Sky Garden will reopen on Jan. 1 after 
remodeling. The restaurant, located at 

 COMPILED BY AMY DENNEY 
 AND EMMA WHALEN

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
Email us at nwanews@communityimpact.com.

 CONTINUED ON 9

10900 Lakeline Mall Drive, Austin, is a 
Korean-inspired restaurant offering a variety 
of health-focused meals and specialty teas. 
512-358-4343. www.nancysskygarden.com

15  Life Time Fitness, a chain of athletic 
clubs with more than 140 locations, is 
renovating the two former locations of Pure 
Austin Fitness, including the club at 4210 W. 
Braker Lane, Austin. Complete renovations 
are anticipated by spring. Life Time acquired 
Pure Austin in June. 800-741-4109. 
www.lifetime.life

NEW OWNERSHIP

16  On Dec. 1, Stacey Simins reopened 
Inner Diva Studios at 10401 Anderson Mill 
Road, Ste. 104, Austin as the new owner of 
the fitness business, which had closed in 
June under previous ownership. Simins said 
she plans to retain the same instructors for 
classes, which include pole fitness, yoga and 
hula hoop. She also plans to add Zumba and 
high-intensity classes. 512-574-3136. 
www.innerdivastudios.com

CLOSINGS

17  The owners of B.B. Rover’s Cafe & 
Pub announced their intention to close by 
Christmas unless a buyer steps forward. 

The bar is owned by John Gross, David 
Dunn and Eugene Downing and was one of 
the first craft beer bars in Austin. Downing 
said a variety of factors contributed to the 
owners wanting to sell or close, including 
rising costs, retirement and capital needed 
to update the bar. B.B. Rover’s opened 
in 1987 and is located at 12636 Research 
Blvd., Ste. B101, Austin. As of press time 
Dec. 19, a buyer had not been secured. 512-
335-9504. www.facebook.com/rovers.pub

IN THE NEWS

18  Concordia University Texas started 
operating a mobile medical mission van 
in October to provide community health 
services in the Austin area. Concordia’s 
nursing program focuses on community 
health courses. Concordia University is 
located at 11400 Concordia University Drive, 
Austin. 512-313-3000. www.concordia.edu
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Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding

NORTH AUSTIN

NOW OPEN

1  Texas-based Houndstooth Coffee 
opened its seventh location Dec. 8 in Domain 
Northside. The cafe, located at 11501 Rock 
Rose Ave., Ste. 118, Austin, serves coffee, tea, 
beer, wine, pastries, Tacodeli breakfast tacos 
and cocktails. 512-243-7963. 
www.houndstoothcoffee.com

2  Australian fitness wear brand Lorna 
Jane opened Nov. 19 in Domain Northside 
at 11701 Domain Blvd., Ste. 130, Austin. The 
store sells fitness clothing and accessories 
for women, including its most popular item 
the Amy Tights. The Domain Northside 
location is the brand’s fifth store in Texas.                     
512-291-6475. www.lornajane.com

3  Southern California-based men’s 
clothing retailer TravisMathew opened 
in October at Domain Northside at 11701 
Domain Blvd., Ste. 100, Austin. The store sells 

both casual and business-casual clothing, 
shoes and accessories for men. 
512-357-8530. www.travismathew.com

4  Broadstone Burnet opened in October 
with 352 apartment units at 10301 Burnet 
Road, Austin. The complex offers studio 
and one- and two-bedroom units and is 
pet-friendly. Amenities include a gym with 
a virtual fitness room, a wine storage vault, 
a clubroom with a library and game space, 
a pool, private cabanas, and an outdoor 
kitchen and fireplace. 512-836-2000. 
www.broadstoneburnet.com

5  A fifth location of Austin chain Blenders 
and Bowls opened Dec. 1 inside Wanderlust 
Yoga at The Domain, 11010 Domain Drive, 
Ste. V19, Austin, replacing Southern Pressed 
Juicery. Menu items include acai bowls, 
smoothies, avocado toast and lattes. Winter 
hours are 7 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. and 9 a.m.- 
3 p.m. Sat.-Sun. 512-761-3770. 
www.blendersandbowls.com

COMING SOON

6  A second location of Austin-based 
Poke Bowl will open by March 1 at 2501 W. 
Parmer Lane, Austin. Owner Tuan Nguyen 
offers make-your-own bowls featuring 
poke, Hawaiian-style raw fish marinated in a 
homemade sauce. Nguyen said he traveled 
to Hawaii to learn how to create an authentic 
poke. Customers can choose from a variety 
of seafood options, such as yellow tail and 
ahi tuna. www.pokebowlaustin.com

7  Construction on a Hilton Garden Inn 
will start in the third quarter of 2019 at 860 E. 
Anderson Lane, Austin. The 117-room hotel 
will be developed by Lodgic Hospitality, 

 CONTINUED FROM 7
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which has three other hotels in Northwest 
Austin and broke ground on a fourth in 
October. www.lodgichospitality.com

EXPANSIONS

8  Camp Gladiator announced Nov. 14 
that it will transform its CG Arena, located at 
9185 Research Blvd., Austin, into its national 
headquarters. The bootcamp-based fitness 
brand already had its headquarters at the 
arena but shared the space with an indoor 
gym for campers. The gym will close Jan. 1, 
and the new headquarters space will open in 
April. Outdoor bootcamps will still take place 
at this location. 512-494-6966. 
www.campgladiator.com

CLOSINGS

9  Austin-based Massage Harmony 
has recently closed all four of its locations, 
including its North Austin business at 2525 
W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 350, Austin.

10  Southern Pressed Juicery closed in 
October inside Wanderlust Yoga located 
in The Domain at 11010 Domain Drive, Ste. 
V19, Austin. The South Carolina-based  
juice shop had opened in June. 
https://southernpressedjuicery.com/ 

11  In early December, Virginia College 
closed its campuses nationwide, including 
the Austin location at 14200 N. I-35. The 
college announced in September it will no 
longer accept students. Austin Community 
College stated Dec. 6 it will help Virginia 
College students stay on track because it 
offers similar degrees and certificates. 512-
223-7747. www.austincc.edu/virginiacollege

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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DEC. 31

Ring in the new year 
dancing at Rock Rose
The Dogwood at Domain Northside’s 
entertainment hub Rock Rose offers a 
New Year’s Eve party with a live DJ and 
complimentary champagne toast. 
8 p.m.-2 a.m. $30. 11420 Rock Rose Ave., 
Ste. 130, Austin. 512-330-4554.  
www.dogwooddomain.com 

JAN. 9-FEB. 13

Join a writing workshop 
for grieving women 
Women writers of all skill levels can join 
a weekly workshop on using writing to 
process relationship breakups at the 
Austin Center for Grief and Loss. It is led 
by author Spike Gillespie. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
$150. 2413 Greenlawn Parkway, Austin.           
512-472-7878. www.austingrief.org 

JAN. 25

Hear a Renaissance-era 
choral performance 
Choral group Ensemble VIII performs “Sa-
cred and Profane: A German’s Italianate 
Songs of Life and Love” at St. Louis Cath-
olic Church. The program delves into the 
work of composer Heinrich Schutz. 7:30 
p.m. $10-$45. 7601 Burnet Road, Austin. 
512-454-0384. www.ensembleviii.org 

See a full list of events at communityimpact.com/nwa-calendar.

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, business openings, meetings 
and more through January.

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at communityimpact.com/ 
nwa-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

JAN. 19

Support breast cancer 
awareness and research
The Austin Spurs host their annual Pink 
Game in honor of breast cancer aware-
ness. Spectators can bid in an auction ben-
efiting breast cancer research fundraising 
via Susan G. Komen Austin. 7-9 p.m. Prices 
vary. 2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park. 
512-236-8333. www.austinspurs.com 

JAN. 23

Hear from a Jewish leader 
At the Dell Jewish Community Center, the 
Jewish Austin Men speaker forum hosts 
Eric Fingerhut, founder of Hillel: The 
Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, an 
organization at colleges nationwide.  
6-9 p.m. $90-$150. 7300 Hart Lane, 
Austin. 512-670-6744.  
www.shalomaustin.org/jamen 

JAN. 10 

Learn tips and tricks for 
cooking with olive oil
Austin-based Con’ Olio Oils & Vinegars 
hosts an Olive Oil 101 class at its Arbore-
tum location. Learn tips for cooking with 
various olive oils. 6 p.m. $35. 
10000 Research Blvd., Ste. 130, Austin.  
512-342-2344. www.conolios.com 

COURTESY THE VELOX STANDARD

JAN. 19 

Eat Girl Scout cookies and 
drink beer at a brewery 
Circle Brewing Co. hosts an event 
supporting the Girl Scouts of Central 
Texas. Guests can enjoy cookie and beer 
pairings. Cookies are sold on-site as well. 
1-4 p.m. $24. 2340 Braker Lane, Austin. 
512-814-7595. www.circlebrewing.com 

 COMPILED BY EMMA WHALENLOCAL EVENTS
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
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COMPILED BY AMY DENNEY 

FEATURED PROJECT

All information on this page was updated as of 12/19/18. News or questions about these or other local 
transportation projects? Email us at nwanews@communityimpact.com.

1  New MetroRapid stations

Construction continues on eight station 
pairs, or 16 bus stops, along Capital Metro’s 
two MetroRapid bus lines. On Dec. 13, 
two station pairs in North Austin were 
completed and put into service on Route 
801 at A  North Lamar Boulevard and 
Parmer Lane, and on Route 801 at 

B  North Lamar and Fairfield Drive. A third 
station pair on Route 803 at C  Burnet Road 
and Rutland Drive will open in January.

Timeline: summer 2018-early 2019

Cost: $3.6 million

Funding source: Capital Metro

2  Loop 360 intersections

The Texas Department of Transportation will add overpasses or underpasses at nine inter-
sections, including at Spicewood Springs Road/Bluffstone Lane. TxDOT held an open house 
Nov. 13 for residents to see proposed designs, which includes adding an overpass with 
signalized frontage roads. At Spicewood Springs Road West, left turns will be eliminated.

Timeline: 2024 (construction begins)

Cost: $250 million

Funding sources: city of Austin, TxDOT

ONGOING PROJECTS
3  Spicewood Springs Road

The city of Austin announced a final option 
Oct. 29 for improvements to the road be-
tween Loop 360 and Mesa Drive. The option 
includes two travel lanes in each direction, 
a raised median with left-turn bays, and a 
shared-use path on both sides of the road 
for pedestrians and bikes.

Timeline: 2021 (construction starts)

Cost: $17 million

Funding source: 2016 Mobility Bond

4  I-35 construction

Starting Dec. 9, TxDOT temporarily shifted 
traffic and reduced lanes on the St. Johns 
Avenue bridge for utility work. Crews con-
tinue construction on the three new flyovers 
between I-35 and US 183.

Timeline: January 2018-21

Cost: $124.2 million

Funding source: TxDOT

5  Anderson Mill Road improvements

The city expects to host a public meeting 

in early 2019 on the 60 percent complete 
design plans for improvements on the road 
between Spicewood Parkway and US 183.

Timeline: 2020-21 (construction)

Cost: $7.26 million

Funding sources: 2010 and 2016 mobility 
bonds, Quarter Cent Fund

6  North Lamar Boulevard upgrades

The city of Austin hosted an open house 
Dec. 3 for the corridor. Preliminary engi-
neering work on the road between US 183 
and I-35 will be finished in early 2019.

Timeline: 2021-24 (construction)

Cost: $66.8 million

Funding source: 2016 Mobility Bond

7  Burnet Road upgrades

The city will wrap up preliminary engineer-
ing in early 2019 on the roadway between 
MoPac and Koenig Lane.

Timeline: 2021-24 (construction)

Cost: $53.2 million

Funding source: 2016 Mobility Bond

LATEST NEWS
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BY IAIN OLDMAN 

Responding to tremendous population growth 
across its 21-county service region, a blossoming tour-
ism industry and increasing demand, Austin’s largest 
airport is investing heavily in expansion plans.

On the heels of a $350 million, nine-gate expansion 
set to open this spring, Austin-Bergstrom International 
Airport has plans to add an additional 32 gates—which 
would put the airport on par with Texas’ largest inter-
national airports.

“We can be as big as DFW,” ABIA Planning and 
Development Manager Lyn Estabrook said, referring to 
the airport’s ability to handle travelers.

On Nov. 1, Austin City Council passed ABIA’s 40-year 
master plan. Designed in response to rapidly growing 
demand, the document outlines ABIA’s infrastructure 
map and development plans.

EXPANDING ABIA

By 2030, officials at ABIA plan to grow the airport by 
20 gates, excluding the ongoing nine-gate development 
opening this spring. Those additional 20 gates would 
be constructed as a separate terminal to run parallel to 
the existing Barbara Jordan Terminal at ABIA.

Ultimately, ABIA officials are planning to add 32 total 

gates by the end of 2040. The terminal expansion will 
enable ABIA to handle 31 million passengers annually, 
Estabrook said—approximately double the number of 
travelers the airport currently serves. With those gates 
she said ABIA can offer more direct flights.

But before ABIA fully expands its gates, Estabrook 
said the airport needs to build up its supporting infra-
structure, including the airport’s departure drop-off 
and terminal service areas. The terminal service area 
expansion included in the first decade of work would 
expand check-in terminals, Transportation Security 
Administration gates and the baggage claim area.

“Check-in functions will be removed from the Bar-
bara Jordan Terminal,” ABIA Executive Director Jim 
Smith told Austin City Council on Oct. 30. 

A new processing center will be built where the park-
ing garage sits today, he said. ABIA will demolish the 
existing garage to make space. Construction crews are 
working on a 6,000-space parking garage, which Smith 
expects to open around January. In all the airport plans 
to add 11,000 new parking spaces by 2029.

To help the capital area’s growing population get to 
and from ABIA, the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion has more than $4.89 billion outlined in funds to 
expand and maintain roads near the airport, accord-
ing to numbers from TxDOT’s online project tracker. 
ABIA also lists relocating SH 71 on its 2040 Master Plan, 

although no such plans are in TxDOT’s project tracker. 
ABIA Public Information Specialist Derick Hackett said 
the airport expects traffic to heavily congest SH 71 by 
2040, and officials want to get out ahead of the issue.

“That’s something we’re noting and making every-
one aware, looking into how SH 71 is going to be able to 
handle that many passengers,” Hackett said. 

With the 20-gate expansion, the terminal processing 
center expansion, drop-off and pickup area improve-
ments, and construction of a larger central baggage 
system, ABIA officials estimate the first phase of its 
expansion plan to carry a price tag of $4.3 billion.

TEXAS’ FIRST-CLASS ECONOMY

In 2017, ABIA in 2017 generated a total economic out-
put of $7.61 billion, according to a TxDOT study. That 
figure includes on-airport businesses, capital improve-
ment projects, off-airport visitor spending and second-
ary impacts attributed to a multiplier effect in which 
the injection of new money leads to more spending. In 
comparison ABIA generated $2.41 billion of economic 
output 10 years ago, Smith said.

The study also found that ABIA accounted for the 
employment of 74,148 people with a total annual pay-
roll of $2.51 billion. However, Greg Miller, director of 
Planning and Programming of Aviation and Air for 
TxDOT, said the most tremendous growth in Texas 
occurred with small operations.

“Sometimes folks perceive the airport doesn’t gener-
ate a lot to the local economy,” Miller said.

Austin Executive Airport, the privately owned airport 
located in Pflugerville’s extraterritorial jurisdiction, 
handles between 50-80 flights each day via private jets, 

“SOMETIMES FOLKS PERCEIVE THE 
AIRPORT DOESN’T GENERATE A LOT TO 
THE LOCAL ECONOMY.”

— GREG MILLER, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING OF 
AVIATION AND AIR FOR THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Austin airport will spend 
billions to double capacity

TRANSPORTATION
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General aviation addition 
Private planes, charter services, corporate planes

Fuel farm

Warehouse

Cargo flights development 
Expansion of cargo area for services such as  
FedEx, UPS and DHL

Aeronautical development areas 
Any development that may support aviation,  
such as repair stations

Nonaeronautical development areas 
Areas that do not directly support aviation,  
such as retail or water storage

Support facilities 
Areas to house support staff and facilities, such as 
administrative offices

Terminal processing and central baggage system

20-gate expansion

Cargo flights development

Remaining 12-gate expansion

Aircraft maintenance

High-speed transit

Support facilities

Nonaeronautical development areas

New runway/runway improvements

Relocated SH 71 
ABIA officials have included a relocation of SH 71 
to its 2040 Master Plan to increase the highway’s 
capacity for the airport expansion

Aircraft maintenance

SOURCE: AUSTIN-BERGSTROM INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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ABIA’s 2040 Master Plan is 
split into four distinct phases. 
Before ABIA can begin to add 
more than two dozen gates, 
the airport must invest in 
expanding its current facilities 
and surrounding infrastructure.

ABIA will open a $350 million, nine-
gate expansion this spring.

To handle the influx of passengers 
at the airport, ABIA will expand the 
terminal entrance, including check-in 
and security.

911

When its full 32-gate terminal 
expansion opens, ABIA will be able to 
handle 31 million annual passengers.N
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charter jets and small-cargo transportation, said Jodie 
Kaluza, airport manager for Austin Executive Airport. 
The 585-acre airport is also the future home of the Aus-
tin Police Department’s air fleet, she said.

Smaller airports are succeeding because they help to 
support ancillary aspects of Texas’ booming economy, 
Miller said. These airports help to transport fuel from 
the Gulf area, house crop dusters in agricultural areas 
and—in Austin Executive Airport’s case—aid in eco-
nomic development recruiting efforts.

ABIA AT FULL BUILD-OUT

Airport expansion in the area boils down to meeting 
demand. As ABIA’s 21-county service area continues to 

grow, the area’s airports must respond. Austin is the 
nation’s 11th-most populous city, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, though Federal Aviation Administra-
tion figures show ABIA ranked 34th in the nation in 
2017 in total enplanements, or boardings.

According to those same FAA figures, ABIA is the 
fourth-fastest growing medium-hub airport in the 
nation in terms of total boardings. In 2017, ABIA experi-
enced an 11.77 percent year-over-year growth in board-
ings from 2016, up to 6.81 million enplanements. 

The FAA only counts departures in its enplanement 
figures, effectively counting just half of ABIA’s total 
annual passengers, Estabrook said. ABIA has seen a 
15.5 percent growth in passengers this year through 

August, meaning the airport could see close to 8 million 
total enplanements by the end of 2018.

Both Estabrook and Kaluza said their respective 
airports are taking measured, cautious approaches to 
expansion—and the airports have a lot of room to grow.

ABIA has 42 acres to build out its gate expansions, 
and Estabrook said the airport’s “ultimate plan” for full 
build out is to accommodate about 70 million annual 
passengers. Estabrook said that is similar to Denver 
International Airport’s traffic, which the FAA pegs as 
the fifth-busiest airport in the United States.

“The campus itself can handle anywhere from 
60 [million] to 70 million [annual passengers] if we ever 
have that need,” Estabrook said.
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Travis County could borrow up to $328.5 million 
for planned civil and family courts facility project

Austin scooter-related 
injuries the center of 
new CDC investigation 

Williamson County commissioners approve new 
landfill-disposal fee increases beginning Jan. 1

TRAVIS COUNTY  Travis County will 
spend an estimated $344 million on its 
future civil and family courts facility 
based on a Dec. 11 report by Travis 
County budget staff.

County Judge Sarah Eckhardt 
described the courts facility as “a 
deep public need that has been long 
overdue” during the presentation.

The project is a years long effort 
triggered by a 2009 county assessment, 
which found Travis County lacked 
adequate facilities for existing and 
future needs of the civil and family 
justice system.

 The county will foot the bill with 
$16.1 million from county funds and 
will seek no more than $328.5 million 
in certificates of obligation—debt 
that does not require voter approval. 

The actual amount of debt could be 
less, depending on final negotiations, 
according to Travis County Budget 
Director Travis Gatlin.

The certificates of obligation will be 
paid back over a 20-year period, he said.

Future revenue that will be applied 
toward the debt service includes $52.2 
million over the next 20 years from the 
lease of a county building located at 
308 Guadalupe St., Gatlin said. 

The average property owner can 
expect to pay an additional $35.11 per 
year in property taxes during that time, 
although the fiscal year 2019-20 amount 
will be closer to $38.46 for the average 
property owner.

County voters rejected a bond to 
build a similar courts facility estimated 
at $313 million in 2015.

AUSTIN  In a first-of-its-kind effort 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention will conduct an 
epidemiology study on scooter crashes 
and injuries in Austin.

Austin Transportation Director Rob 
Spillar said to Austin City Council’s 
Mobility Committee on Dec. 6 that it is 
the first CDC study on dockless scooters 
in the United States. The scope will 
include the 37 EMS calls and 68 scooter 
injuries that occurred Sept. 5-Nov. 4.

“We think this will be a very 
thoughtful analysis of the actual 
crashes that are happening,” Spillar 
said at the committee meeting.

The study is part of a larger effort to 
establish policy and regulation of the 
electric scooters as they continue to 
rise as a popular transportation mode 
throughout the city. 

During the Dec. 6 mobility committee 
meeting council members discussed 
the need for regulations around riding 
on sidewalks, speed limits, scooter 
and brake design, and fleet caps. 
About 11,000 scooters are deployed 
throughout Austin, Spillar said. 

WILLIAMSON COUNTY  Residents will 
see an increase in landfill-disposal 
fees effective Jan. 1.

Williamson County Commissioners 
Court voted Dec. 4 to approve the price 
adjustments in accordance with the 
Williamson County Landfill Operation 
Agreement between Williamson 
County and Waste Management of 
Texas Inc.

The disposal fee increased to $41.95 
per ton from the current fee of $40.45. 

In addition, all cars and pickup 
trucks will be charged a flat rate of 
$36 per vehicle from the current $34 
per load plus additional fees. The tree 
brush rate will increase from $6.75 per 

cubic yard to $7 per cubic yard if it is 
delivered on a trailer, and the special 
fund and host fund fees—some of 
which goes toward recreational and 
community facilities located near the 
landfill—will increase from $2.43 per 
ton to $2.52 per ton.

Prices were adjusted to compete 
with market value and remain the 
cheapest in the area even with the 
price increase, Landfill Manager Bubba 
Smith said.

Waste Management operates the 
Williamson County Landfill and Hutto 
Recycling Center.

The types of waste collected at the 
two sites will remain the same. 

News from Austin and Travis and Williamson counties COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFF

MEETINGS

Austin City Council 
Meets Thursday at 10 a.m. at Austin City Hall, 
301 W. Second St., Austin • 512-974-2000 
www.austintexas.gov/department/ 
city-council

Travis County Commissioners Court 
Meets Tuesday at 9 a.m. at 700 Lavaca St., 
Austin • 512-854-9020 • www.traviscounty.org

Williamson County Commissioners Court 
Meets Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. at 710 S. Main. St., 
Georgetown • 512-943-1100 • www.wilco.org

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_nwa

CITY & COUNTY HIGHLIGHTS

DEC. 19   Precourt Sports Ventures 

announced it finalized an agreement with 

Austin to build a $225 million stadium at 

10414 McKalla Place for a Major League 

Soccer team. A ground breaking will take 

place in 2019, and the stadium will open in 

spring 2021.

DEC. 10   Williamson County celebrated 

the groundbreaking of River Ranch County 

Park in Liberty Hill, which includes 10-12 

miles of trails.

DEC. 6   Capital Metro made its 

successful Kids Ride Free summer program 

permanent. K-12 students in the transit 

agency’s service area now ride free on 

buses and MetroRail.

DEC. 5   Jodi Jay, aquatics division 

manager for the Austin Parks Department, 

told parks department board members that 

Barton Springs Pool is expected to see over 

1 million visitors in 2019, sparking concerns 

about water quality, safety and operations.

NOV. 30    Austin City Council approved 

a zoning change on first reading to allow a 

senior living facility at the Asian American 

Cultural Center, 11713 Jollyville Road. 

City staffers expect the second reading in 

January, and the item will be approved after 

the third reading.

CITY & COUNTY
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The 86th Legislature will begin in 
2019 with a familiar set of particularly 
gnarly issues: public school finance, 
property taxes and a tight state bud-
get, to name a few. 

And the 150 state representatives 
and 31 senators working on those 
problems will be working in a new 
political atmosphere, with Democratic 
gains in both the House and Sen-
ate—both still remain in Republican 
control—and a new speaker in charge 
in the House.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick, both fresh off re-elec-
tion, return to leadership roles. State 
Rep. Dennis Bonnen, R-Angleton, 
completes the leadership set. He 
announced commitments from 109 
House members to succeed outgo-
ing House Speaker Joe Straus, R-San 

Antonio. The vote will not take place 
until the first day of the legislative 
session on Jan. 8, but Bonnen’s 
announcement cleared the field of 
other candidates. 

Two items stand out from a list of 
things adding pressure for new state 
spending: school finance and Hurri-
cane Harvey.

State leaders have tried for several 
legislative sessions to rebalance the 
school finance system, which relies 
heavily on local property taxes—to 
an extent that has made property tax 
relief an important issue. To lower 
pressure on those local taxes, legisla-
tors would have to cut overall spend-
ing on public schools, increase state 
spending to offset local cuts or both. 

The recovery from Hurricane Harvey 
is also expensive, but unlike school 

finance, it is a one-time expense. If 
lawmakers choose to do so, some or 
all of the money needed can likely be 
found in the state’s Economic Stabili-
zation Fund, or Rainy Day Fund. 

Lawmakers will consider a wide 
range of other ideas, such as new gun 
laws, getting rid of daylight saving 
time, slowing the rise of state college 
tuition, marijuana legalization and 
prison reform. If previous sessions 
are any indication, more than 6,000 
proposed bills could come before 
lawmakers to be considered before 
the end of the 140-day session. Only 
a fraction will pass; in 2017, 1,211 out 
of 6,631 bills passed, according to the 
Legislative Reference Library. 

TWO ITEMS STAND OUT 
FROM A LIST OF THINGS 
ADDING PRESSURE FOR NEW 
STATE SPENDING: SCHOOL 
FINANCE AND HURRICANE 
HARVEY.

AT THE CAPITOL COMPILED BY ROSS RAMSEY/THE TEXAS TRIBUNE AND COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER STAFF

Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have partnered to share essential updates from the 86th legislative 
session. The Tribune is a nonprofit, nonpartisan news organization that informs and engages with Texans about public policy, 
politics, government and statewide issues. Learn more at www.texastribune.org/communityimpact.+

SOURCE: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

ROBIN THE RICH
The chart below shows what Texas school 
districts paid in recapture, or “Robin 
Hood” money, which is redistributed 
from wealthy to poor districts.
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School financing tops state wish list
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T o meet a goal of only supplying 
bottles under $15, the owners of 

North Austin wine shop Utopian Shift-A 
Wine Experience, David Huth and 
Ericka Obenar, said they spent years 
trying bad wine.

“When we try wines from distribu-
tors there’s one in 10 that we try and 
we think is going to be accessible to a 
big enough group of the public that we 
would be willing to stock it,” Huth said. 

Before opening the store in August 
2017, the couple said they got their start 
researching wine when they began 
building a web-based recommenda-
tion program to help people find wine 
that suits their tastes. The process also 
helped them translate descriptions 
written by sommeliers, Huth said.

“[A sommelier] will say this tastes 

like flint, quince paste and eggplant, 
and you’ll say, ‘I don’t even know what 
quince paste is,’” he said. 

The vetting process does not end with 
Huth and Obenar. After identifying a 
wine they are interested in stocking, the 
duo hosts group tastings for members 
of the community to provide feedback. 
They also host themed wine-tasting 
events, such as date nights and show-
cases featuring local artists. Huth said 
the process allows them to identify bet-
ter ways to describe wines to customers. 

“If 90-plus percent of the popula-
tion believes that this is a semi-sweet 
[wine], let’s just call it semi-sweet and 
ignore that it says dry on the bottle,” he 
said of the feedback. 

When a bottle makes it to the 
shelf, Huth and Obenar said they feel 

BY EMMA WHALENUtopian Shift-A Wine Experience
North Austin try-before-you-buy wine shop focuses on affordable options

Utopian Shift-A Wine Experience

2521 Rutland Drive, Ste. 600, Austin

www.utopianshift.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 4-7 p.m., Sat.-Sun.  
1-5 p.m.

Utopian Shift owners Ericka Obenar and David Huth work to ensure they only supply wines under $15. 

BUSINESS FEATURE

confident recommending it to others, 
but customers make the final call. Every 
wine in stock is available for sampling. 

“We don’t want you to ever waste 
money on a bad bottle of wine again,” 
he said. “Try it first so you know you are 
going to get something that you like.”
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At Utopian Shift customers can choose 
wines to sample based on descriptions 
made by the community rather than 
sommeliers. Varieties include red, white, 
rose and sparkling.

F LOWWine

Sweet, light body with sour 
cherry jam, raspberry jam and 
dark cherry flavor 

BERINGER MAIN & VINE RED 
CRUSH ($4.50)

Earth, pepper, plum, blackberry 
and dark jammy fruit flavor 

2013 SALTRAM NO. 1 SHIRAZ 
($14.95) 

Red

Light body with green apple, 
apricot and tropical fruit flavor 

KARL JOSEF PIESPORTER 
MICHELSBERG  
QUALITATSWEIN ($13.50) 

Tropical fruit, lemon and pear 
flavor 

ROSCATO PINOT GRIGIO  
($9.75) 

White

Light body with berry and 
mild citrus flavor 

CALIFORNIA ROOTS ROSE ($5) 

Rose

Dry, light body with red berry, 
peach, rose petal and mild 
citrus flavor 

JP. CHENET ROSE DRY ($11) 

Sparkling

Light body with green apple, 
pear, mineral and lime flavor

MY PARIS SECRET CUVÉE JEAN-
LOUIS ICE BLANC DE BLANCS 
($11.50) 
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N   elson and Mary Monteith never dreamed of 
opening a restaurant.

They just wanted an eatery that served healthy 
and quick food. But Nelson, who has a degree in 
business and felt the urge to be an entrepreneur, 
saw that opening such a concept was something 
they could achieve.

“Healthy fast food was something we felt the 
need for constantly in our busy lives,” Nelson said. 
“We decided to try it out. I spent about six months 
basically trying to convince myself not to start a 
restaurant. It sounded like a bad idea.”

The Monteiths visited other restaurants through-
out the U.S. where the healthy fast-food concept was 
working and met with entrepreneurs to gain insight.

“Ultimately it felt like a challenge and something 
that was working, so we did it,” Nelson said.

Honest Mary’s opened in October 2017, and after a 
slow ramp-up until word-of-mouth about the restau-
rant caught on, the Great Hills eatery is typically 

packed at meal times.
“We’ve just been blown away by how much 

people have gravitated towards us, enjoyed us, kept 
coming back,” Nelson said.

Mary came up with the original bowls featured on 
the Honest Mary’s menu, and two chefs helped them 
build out the ingredients and flavors, Nelson said.

The bowls start with a grain base, such as rice or 
soba noodles, and are topped with hormone-free, 
wild-caught proteins, including chicken and ahi 
tuna. Honest Mary’s also has options for vegetari-
ans, vegans and those with gluten-free restrictions.

A second location is also in the works for the Mon-
teiths, who are looking in the downtown, Central 
Austin and Westlake areas.

“Now we’re at a place where we’ve gotten it right, 
now we’re starting to relift up our eyes and look 
for other locations and start thinking big again,” 
Nelson said. “The goal has always been to impact 
countless lives through life-giving fast food.”

BY AMY DENNEY

Honest Mary’s
Grain bowls bring healthy food to fast-casual concept

Honest Mary’s

9828 Great Hills Trail,  
Ste. 300, Austin

512-953-8427

www.honestmarys.com

Hours: 11 a.m.-9 p.m. daily
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DINING FEATURE

Nelson Monteith opened Honest Mary’s with his wife, Mary, in October 2017 in the Great Hills area.

BRING ON THE BOWLS
The most popular bowl at Honest Mary’s is the Aloha Poke 
($11.50), which includes ahi tuna, basmati lime rice, Asian 
slaw and edamame. Here are three other bowls to try:

1. Camp Gladiator (seasonal special for $9.25, add 
chicken for $3.50): spaghetti squash, roasted organic to-
matoes, organic peppers and onions, goat cheese, fresh 
lemon and basil crema 

2. Songbird ($9, add tofu for $2.50): black forbidden 
rice, French green lentils, steamed kale, rainbow carrots, 
Texas beets, toasted pumpkin seeds and a tahini citrus 
miso sauce 

3. Sedona Lime ($8, add steak for $4.50): basmati lime 
rice, organic spinach, black beans, Texas sweet potatoes, 
toasted pumpkin seeds and a cashew lime crema sauce
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The road 
aheador 

trail

Two years into the eight-year timeline of 
the 2016 Mobility Bond, the city of Austin 
has made progress on numerous projects 
throughout Northwest Austin.
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REGIONAL MOBILITY: $101 MILLION 
These projects seek to reduce congestion and enhance safety. Some projects 
may be completed through the Texas Department of Transportation.

CORRIDOR MOBILITY: $482 MILLION 
Nine key roadways will receive improvements to help all users navigate the 
roads more safely.

LOCAL MOBILITY: $137 MILLION 
Projects include sidewalks, bikeways, Safe Routes to School, urban trails, 
safer intersections and improving substandard streets.
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projects, including on nine corridors 
throughout the city that are receiving the 
bulk of the bond funds—$482 million—
as well as local mobility projects, such 
as sidewalks and Safe Routes to School.

When she bought her home in 1999, 
Walnut Crossing resident Beth Lasker 
Arcotta said she thought the city was 
going to put in a bike path. Without a 
sidewalk she said residents have had to 
use the street or walk in the weeds, so 
the sidewalk will bring a huge benefit 
to residents who want to access the gar-
den, library, ball fields and businesses 
along Parmer Lane.

“It’s just nice to see your neighbors 
walking and active,” Lasker Arcotta said.

MAKING PROGRESS

One measure the city uses to gauge 
progress on the bond is to compare 
how much the city expected to spend 
by now to how much has actually been 
spent. In fiscal year 2017-18, the city 
spent $39.2 million compared to a pro-
jected $36.5 million. Spending was on 
par with expectations in FY 2016-17 at 
$11 million, and the city expects to 
spend $89.2 million in FY 2018-19.

“At the end of the day, though, the 
taxpayers and the community expect to 
see improvements on the ground, and 
ultimately that’s going to be the mea-
sure of how successful this program is,” 
Corridor Program Office Director Mike 
Trimble said.

Although the bulk of construction, 
will not begin until 2021, seeing proj-
ects on the ground is what many North 
Austin residents want.

Numerous residents raised concerns 
at a joint meeting with the city and 
Capital Metro in early December over 
reduced bus service in parts of North 
Austin as well as difficulties getting to 
bus stops—one of the metrics used in 
prioritizing some bond projects.

Mark Grayson, a 31-year resident of the 
North Austin Civic Association, said his 
neighborhood has a lot of barriers to res-
idents walking to access transit, includ-
ing along North Lamar Boulevard.

“It’s the large arteries that make for 
bad barriers,” he said.

Projects such as improvements along 
the nine corridors in the city aim to 
make these roads easier to use for all 
modes of travel.

“The end goal is to improve mobility, 
whether you walk, bike, use transit [or] 
drive; we want to make sure you’re able 
to use the corridors and move around 
the corridors a little more safely and a 
little more efficiently,” Trimble said.

Burnet Road and North Lamar are two 
of the nine corridors, and the city plans 

to finish preliminary engineering on the 
corridors in early 2019. Trimble said a lot 
of work is happening behind the scenes 
to verify locations of utilities and right of 
way and talk to residents about issues.

“When you’ve resolved a lot of those 
issues then you can say, ‘OK, contrac-
tor, go. It’s time to turn dirt,’” he said.

A LOCAL IMPACT

About $137 million of the bond is 
going toward local mobility projects, 
such as new sidewalks, bikeways, urban 
trails, safer intersections, Safe Routes to 
School and better access to transit.

The city is still designing and plan-
ning many projects but to date has 
completed about 50 new sidewalk proj-
ects, 20 bikeways and four intersection 
safety projects. Another 80 sidewalk 
projects will be completed in FY2018-19, 
including new sidewalks and a shared-
use path on Adelphi.

“[Adelphi] has a lot of different bene-
fits …,” said Janae Spence, urban trails 
program manager for the Public Works 
Department. “When we looked at it, it 
would be a nice future urban trail and 
connect to the library, a school and 
garden. If you’re already going to be 

going in there, let’s upgrade this so we 
don’t have to do this in the future.”

Other completed projects include 17 
Safe Routes to School projects identi-
fied as easier-to-implement and critical 
projects, said Amir Emamian, who is 
the Safe Routes to School program man-
ager for the Public Works Department.

Phase 2 of the program involves 
completing walk audits in each coun-
cil district with city and school district 

staffers and members of the community 
to identify a list of improvements for 
each council district. He said construc-
tion on Phase 2 projects likely will start 
this spring, including adding more side-
walks and pedestrian crossing signals.

“We’re actually a little bit ahead 
of where we thought we would be,” 
Emamian said.

The city is also ahead on its sidewalk 
program, said Diane Rice, sidewalk divi-
sion program manager for public works. 
Construction will start next spring on 
new sidewalks and safer crossings on 
Rundberg Lane and Rutland Drive.
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northwest austin projects
1  I-35 and Braker Lane 

Vision Zero intersection safety 
improvements will include sidewalks on the 
I-35 frontage roads, new pedestrian ramps 
and a median west of the intersection on 
Braker to facilitate left turns. 
Construction: January-summer 2019

2  Adelphi Lane 
New sidewalks and a shared-use path will be 
added between Amherst Drive and Waters 
Park Road near the Balcones Youth Sports 
ballfields. Construction includes sidewalks 
on the south side of Amherst and a shared-
use path on the north side. 
Construction: November 2018-spring 2019

3  Anderson Mill Road 
3A: The city will upgrade the existing 
buffered bike lanes between US 183 and 
Parmer Lane with more protection for 
riders. Design has not yet begun. 
Construction: TBD

3B: Between US 183 and Spicewood 
Parkway the city will expand the road with a 
center turn lane as well as add a shared-use 
path on both sides of the road. 
Construction: 2020-21

4  Burnet Road 
Preliminary engineering will be done in early 
2019 between Koenig Lane and MoPac. 
Improvements may include pavement work, 
improving intersections, upgrading traffic 
signals, and adding sidewalks, shared-use 
paths and bike facilities. 
Construction: 2021-24

5  Braker Lane and Stonelake 
Boulevard 
The city has begun design on safety 
improvements at the intersection, which 
has a high number of crashes related to turn 
movements and rear-end collisions. The city 
plans to finish design this summer. 
Construction: estimated to begin fall 2019

6  Loop 360 
The city is providing $46 million to TxDOT 
to build overpasses and underpasses and 
four of the nine intersections planned for 
TxDOT’s project. These include Spicewood 
Springs Road, Lakewood Drive, Courtyard 
Drive/RM 2222 and Westlake Drive. TxDOT 
is in the midst of designing the projects and 
hosting public meetings for residents to 
learn about the improvements. 
Construction: starts in 2021

7  McNeil Drive 
The city will add a shared-use path on the 
north side of the road to fill in any bicycle or 
pedestrian gaps. The south side will have a 
buffered bike lane. 
Construction: 2019

8  North Lamar Boulevard 
Preliminary engineering will be done in early 
2019 between Koenig Lane and MoPac. 
Improvements may include pavement work, 
improving intersections, upgrading traffic 
signals, and adding sidewalks, shared-use 
paths and bike facilities. 
Construction: 2021-24

9  Red Line Trail 
The city will add an urban trail adjacent to 
Capital Metro’s MetroRail line between 
Braker Lane and the Northern Walnut 
Creek Trail. Funds only cover preliminary 
engineering and design. 
Construction: still needs to be funded

10  Spicewood Springs Road 
The city has finished the design on 
improvements between Loop 360 and 
Mesa Drive. These include expanding to 
two travel lanes in each direction, adding 
a raised median with left-turn bays and 
adding a shared-use path on both sides of 
the road. 
Construction: starts in 2021

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

This list is not comprehensive.

EFFECT ON RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES

As construction on more and more 
projects gets underway, many residents 
and businesses will be impacted.

To ensure the impacts are as mini-
mal as possible, the city is gathering 
feedback from residents and business 
owners as part of the planning process 
for the nine corridors. In September, the 
city hosted a meeting for residents and 
business owners near Burnet Road.

Kristen Heaney, who owns Yard Bar 
on Burnet, said the city is proposing to 
add a median on Burnet in front of her 
business that would restrict where driv-
ers could make left turns.

“I’m concerned about accessibility 
to our property,” she said. “Currently, 
folks can access our property pretty 

easily. What’s being proposed would 
block a direct left turn.” 

Trimble said the city aims to be 
upfront with business owners about 
what disruptions might occur but also 
work with them to maintain access.

“Particularly [with] the corridor pro-
gram, we’re anticipating a lot of the 
construction to occur in a very small 
window,” he said. “To have construction 
happening on nine corridors in three 
years, we’re going to have to do a very 
good job sequencing that work, trying 
to get in and out as quickly as possible 
to get that work completed because we 
want to minimize the impacts.”
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Tipping the scales
STATE 

REVENUE

Northwest Austin’s three public school districts’ rising property values have caused 
local tax collection to fund a greater portion of each school district’s budget.
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“I think the results of the last vote 
really woke up or resonated more 
interest in making funding public 
education a priority,” Austin ISD 
Chief Financial Officer Nicole Conley 
Johnson said. 

The Legislature created a bipartisan 
commission at the end of the 2017 ses-
sion to study school finance reform in 
between sessions. 

Rep. Celia Israel, D-Austin, who rep-
resents much of North Austin,  said she 
has a renewed hope for this session.

“The good news is there are a lot of 
new people [in the legislature],” Israel 
said. “I’m excited with the opportunity 
for new leadership and new ideas.”

NORTHWEST AUSTIN’S CHALLENGES

Austin’s taxpayers have long felt 
the pinch of rising property values. 
Steve Simmons, co-owner of Amy’s 
Ice Creams, which has two locations 
in Northwest Austin, said rising values 
have affected his business. Simmons 
said owning their business’s locations 
and renting out space to other busi-
nesses has presented a challenge. 

“This year I’ve lost two tenants 
because of property tax increases,” 
Simmons said.

Meanwhile, two out of three school 
districts in Northwest Austin, AISD 
and Round Rock ISD, struggle under 
the weight of payments sent to other 
districts with lower property values as 

required by Texas’ “Robin Hood” law, 
Conley Johnson said. 

The law was intended to help boost 
revenue for districts with lower prop-
erty values but has resulted in “prop-
erty-rich” districts such as AISD and 
RRISD sending away tens to hundreds 
of millions of dollars a year. Northwest 
Austin’s third school district, Pflugerville 
ISD, does not have high enough property 
values to be deemed “property-rich” by 
the standards of the “Robin Hood” law.

“If we don’t get any revenue out of 
the Legislature we are going to be in 
an untenable position,” Conley John-
son said of the upcoming session. 
“We are facing a $55 million shortfall 
based upon the level of support under 

current funding laws.”
In addition to AISD’s $669 million in 

recapture payments making up 46 per-
cent of its 2018-19 budget, Conley John-
son said the district faces budgetary 
challenges because Texas’ school fund-
ing formula stipulates that as local tax 
revenue increases due to rising property 
values, state funding declines. 

“All the sort of draconian cuts that 
we don’t want to do are on the table,” 
Conley Johnson said. “... The [school 
finance] formulas have not kept pace 
with our costs.”

In the current budgets for Northwest 
Austin’s three public school districts, 
each one lists a majority of its revenue 
collected through local property taxes. 

*THESE GENERAL FUND REVENUES DO NOT SUBTRACT RECAPTURE 
PAYMENTS THAT AISD AND RRISD ARE REQUIRED TO PAY.
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About 300 school 
districts file a lawsuit 
against state of Texas 
over school finance 
system.

purse strings Various factors have led state legislators to re-examine 
school finance reform over the years. 

The Texas Supreme Court 
upholds the Texas 
school finance system as 
constitutional, with a need 
for improvements.

After multiple appeals, a 
district court rules in favor 
of the plaintiff, finding the 
Texas school finance system 
unconstitutional.

The Texas 
Legislature reduces 
the school finance 
budget by $4 
billion.

For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.

The “Robin 
Hood” law is 
established, 
creating the 
recapture system.

PULLING 
ON THE

The Texas Legislature lowers 
the school property tax 
limit, increases cigarette 
taxes and revises business 
franchise taxes.

Policymakers have eyed ways to provide property tax 
relief while maintaining or increasing school funding.

Balancing 

a c t

In the past, Texas 
legislators have 

increased sales taxes, 
such as on cigarettes. 

Comptroller Glenn Hegar released 
his annual report of exemptions. 

Exemptions total nearly $60 
billion in fiscal year 2018-19.

END CERTAIN TAX 
EXEMPTIONS:

INCREASE OR ADD 
A SALES TAX:

SOURCES: LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY OF TEXAS, TEXAS COMPTROLLER OF 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS, TEXAS LEGISLATURE, TEXAS LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD, 
TEXAS SUPREME COURT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Local revenue accounts for 92 percent 
of AISD’s revenue, 65 percent of PfISD’s 
revenue and 84 percent of RRSD’s reve-
nue in fiscal year 2018-19, according to 
budget documents.

If Texas increases its share of state 
funding, both school districts and prop-
erty taxpayers could benefit; however, 
lawmakers will need to agree upon where 
that funding comes from and how much 
is necessary, Northwest Austin-area Rep. 
Donna Howard, D-Austin, said. 

Although compromise has been diffi-
cult among lawmakers in the past, How-
ard said the recent November election 
added momentum. 

“[The public] sees what is happening 
in some of our districts, Austin in par-
ticular, where the property taxes keep 
going higher and the school district 
is getting less,” Howard said. “That 
doesn’t sit well with most taxpayers.” 

DIVERGING PATHS FORWARD

If lawmakers seek to bring more bal-
ance to school district funding and 
lessen the burden on local taxpayers, 
there are a few avenues to explore. A 
bipartisan commission of legislators 
formed at the end of the last session 
has been meeting periodically, but no 
formal proposals will be made until the 
end of December, Israel said. 

“I really want people to focus on the 
fact that we can’t just allow ourselves to 
have another [interim panel] at the end 
of this session,” she said. “We need to 
hold one another accountable for new 

revenue to keep up with the growth.”
Kara Belew, senior education pol-

icy advisor for the Texas Public Policy 
Foundation, a conservative think tank 
based in Austin, said any policies pro-
posed in the upcoming Legislature 
should focus on decreasing local contri-
bution to school districts by taxpayers 
and also ensuring that districts spend 
money wisely.

The TPPF supports legislation that 
would create more accountability 
standards for teachers and reward 
high-performing ones as a way to 
improve results within a school dis-
trict’s means, Belew said. 

“We pour billions and billions of dol-
lars into public education; results are 
declining, and more money is not the 
answer,” she said. “We have to start 
using our existing money in much bet-
ter ways that help kids and support 
teachers.” 

Conley Johnson, however, said while 
she supports property tax-relief efforts, 
the state needs to find larger sources 
of revenue to support school districts’ 
growing needs. The increased costs 
associated with inflation, recapture pay-
ments and a growing population as well 
as with educating economically disad-
vantaged students, English language 
learners and intellectually disabled stu-
dents requires more funding, she said.

These types of needs cannot be 
fulfilled by issuing a bond because 
bonds are only used for renovations, 
repairs, construction and equipment, 

according to Texas law. 
“We’re not looking at just shifting the 

buckets around [from local to state rev-
enue],” Conley Johnson said. “Anything 
that nets new money into public edu-
cation certainly will help us and put us 
into a more favorable position.”

Israel said legislators will need to 
look for more revenue sources than 
Texas currently collects at the state 
level to fund the types of educational 
needs Conley Johnson referenced. One 
option is increasing or adding certain 
sales taxes, which Simmons said he 
could support. 

“The simplicity of a sales tax is, and 
I’m a retailer, we collect it at the regis-
ter,” Simmons said. “We already file 
reports with the comptroller.” 

The Legislature could also look at 
eliminating certain exemptions, Israel 
said. Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
released his biennial report on tax 
exemptions Nov. 26 that shows nearly 

$60 billion in exemptions. One out-
dated exemption, Israel said, is for 
businesses that file sales taxes with 
the comptroller electronically instead 
of mailing them.

“That’s 1970s-type language from 
when we were trying to drive things 
towards electronic [methods],” She 
said. “Now they all file electronically.” 

Israel said there will be no easy deci-
sions in the upcoming session, but pres-
sure from constituents might be finally 
catching up with the Legislature.

“I’m a small-business owner and a 
longtime member of the [Greater Aus-
tin] Hispanic Chamber [of Commerce],” 
Israel said. “It was ingrained in me 
years ago that education reform is a 
business issue. If we don’t address it we 
are ignoring it at our own future eco-
nomic peril.”
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invest $1 billion to build a 3 million-
square-foot second campus on a 133-
acre tract of land on the Robinson Ranch 
property northeast of the intersection of 
Parmer Lane and McNeil Drive. Apple 
officials stated they will initially hire 
5,000 new employees but that the cam-
pus could hold up to 15,000 people.

Austin officials praised the announce-
ment for the new jobs it will bring, 
including Mayor Steve Adler, who said 
the city and Apple share a “creative 
spark” and a commitment to diversity 
and inclusion.

“I think this is really important for 
Austin, for its mobility issues and for 
its housing issues,” Austin Mayor Steve 
Adler told Community Impact Newspa-
per on Dec. 13. “We need more than one 
downtown center. We need more activity 
centers in the city, and I think this kind 
of activity is how we move toward that. 
The Domain’s turning into one. Robin-
son Ranch needs to be one as well.”

Jimmy Flannigan, City Council mem-
ber for District 6, where the new campus 
will be located, said the effect of Apple 
investing in Austin could be huge for 
taxpayers.

“What we know when we look at the 
tax base is when you have significant 
commercial development it really helps 
fund all of the other things the com-
munity is asking for: transportation 
improvements, parks improvements and 
frankly helps keep the tax rate a little bit 
lower, especially when the city is not giv-
ing a subsidy to this campus,” he said.

Williamson County approved a 
$16 million, 15-year incentive agreement 
Dec. 18 with Apple to reimburse 65 per-
cent of the company’s property taxes.

DRAWN TO NORTHWEST AUSTIN

For the past several decades the 
Northwest Austin area has attracted 
attention from tech firms that have 
opened offices or large campuses. 
Apple has leased space at 12545 Riata 
Vista Circle for years, and in 2012 the 
company announced plans to build its 
Americas Operations Center adjacent to 
its office on Parmer Lane on 38.8 acres 
of land. Under an incentive deal with 
the city of Austin, Apple agreed to build 
1 million square feet of office space and 
create at least 3,600 new jobs.

Other corporate campuses have also 
sprung up on Parmer over the years. The 
7700 Parmer campus is primed to nearly 
double to almost 2 million square feet of 
office space thanks to Austin City Coun-
cil approving its proposal in 2017.

Farther east, the Parmer Austin cor-
porate center, while still under devel-
opment, is also home to corporations 

such as GM, The Home Depot and phar-
maceutical company Allergan. In 2019, 
3M will relocate its 800 employees to 
Parmer Austin. Mark Emerick, senior 
vice president of real estate firm CBRE’s 
Austin office, which handles the leasing 
at Parmer Austin, told Community Impact 
Newspaper in July that many companies 
are interested in Parmer Lane.

“When you look at the park and see 
Home Depot, 3M, Allergan, GM and 
Dell across the street—four Fortune 500 
companies—that’s making a statement,” 
Emerick said.

Apple’s next steps include submitting 
site permits to the city of Austin, starting 
site preparation and installing utilities. 
Kristina Raspe, Apple’s vice president 
of local real estate, said the company 
expects to have its first buildings opera-
tional in 2021.

IMPACT ON TRAFFIC

Over the past five years traffic counts 
along Parmer Lane have not increased 
significantly. Data from the Texas 

Department of Transportation shows 
only an 8.2 percent increase in the num-
ber of average daily vehicles, from 40,582 
in 2013 to 43,920 in 2017.

The state agency is not planning any 
projects on Parmer between SH 45 N and 
I-35. However, it plans to begin construc-
tion in 2019 on a project at I-35 to convert 
the intersection at Parmer to a diverging 
diamond interchange. North of SH 45 N, 
TxDOT will expand Parmer to six lanes 
in a project being partially financed 
through the 2016 Mobility Bond.

Capital Metro also reported adding an 
infill MetroRail station near the Apple 
campus is not likely in the short term 
because the track’s alignment is on the 
eastern side of the Robinson Ranch prop-
erty while Apple’s proposed campus is 
on the western side, spokeswoman Mar-
iette Hummel said.

However, the transit agency did add 
Parmer Lane to its high-capacity tran-
sit vision map called Project Connect to 
study adding some form of bus-rapid 
transit on Parmer.

Williamson County Commissioner 
Cynthia Long said she is using the Apple 
deal to fast-track improvements, such as 
adding managed or toll lanes to Parmer.

RISING COSTS?

Even with the increases in jobs and 
future tax revenue, many residents are 

also concerned about rising home prices.
Demand continues to outpace supply 

in Austin’s real estate market, and the 
Northwest Austin area is “primed” for 
the arrival of the new Apple campus, 
Austin Board of Realtors President Steve 
Crorey said. Concerns remain, however.

“If we don’t get serious about our 
infrastructure, our traffic, putting [more 
diverse] product on the ground for every-
one, we’re going to lose businesses like 
this,” Crorey said.

Surrounding communities such as 
Leander and Liberty Hill are likely to see 
a spillover of new Apple employees buy-
ing households or filling rental proper-
ties as well as driving new development.

“Austin proper does not have a ton of 
land left to develop new homes,” said 
Cindi Bell, president-elect for the Wil-
liamson County Association of Realtors.

Affordability and availability them-
selves may drive more incoming resi-
dents to Austin’s suburbs out of sheer 
necessity, Realty Texas Realtor Suzanne 
Gantner said.

“If you’re wanting to buy something 
in the Austin area the affordability right 
now is just crazy,” she said.

Additional reporting by Jack Flagler, 
Emma Freer and Iain Oldman
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AUST IN ’S  C O R P O R AT E  T H O R O U G H F A R E
Apple’s future campus will fit right in with other corporate giants and tech firms that have invested in offices and campuses 
along Parmer Lane. The influx in new offices has also led to other ancillary or secondary development, such as apartments, 
hotels and retail space, mostly near these corporate campuses.
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Apple’s new campus will be 3 
million square feet, and the first 
buildings could open by 2021.
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Price 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

HOMES SOLD (NOVEMBER 2018)
Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$149,999 or less — — — — 2/10 4/55

$150,000-$199,999 — 6/89 13/39 8/15 4/14 6/28

$200,000-$299,999 2/69 7/25 12/51 6/34 10/28 11/30

$300,000-$399,999 4/91 — 1/4 3/54 1/19 4/34

$400,000-$499,999 4/75 1/6 — 5/48 — 9/54

$500,000-$599,999 — — — 2/136 — 2/44

$600,000-$799,999 — — — 1/5 — —

$800,000-$999,999 — — — — — —

$1 million + 1/119 - - - - 2/393

MARKET DATA
MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN NOVEMBER  2017 VS.  2018
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REAL ESTATE

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 12/12/18 and 12/15/18 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this 
listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

RECENT PROPERTY LISTINGS

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/bath Price  Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78726 Canyon Creek 10612  Marbury Court  4br/3ba $415,000  2,720 Kasey Jorgenson Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-574-5484

78727 Milwood 12004  Fremont Cove  4br/2ba $425,000  1,716 Ross Speed Realty Austin 512-626-6694

78729 Hunters Chase 12617  Dove Valley Trail  4br/2ba $350,000  2,215 Kathy Chappell Pacesetter Properties 512-914-8859

78729 Village Oaks 9302  Longvale Drive  3br/2ba $309,997  1,869 Ricky Cain Keller Williams Realty 512-794-6643

78750 Villas Anderson Mill Condos 2028  Verbena Drive  Unit 1054A 2br/2ba $265,000  1,359 Janet Dean Kuper Sotheby's Itl Rlty 512-627-8111

78758 Jamestown 917  Connecticut Drive  3br/2ba $246,000  1,110 Denny Holt DENNY HOLT Realtors 512-694-1103

78759 Forest Mesa 8111  East Court  2br/2ba $445,000  2,119 Janice Hurst Kuper Sotheby's Itl Rlty 512-507-6988

78759 Walnut Crossing 3001  Leaf Lane  3br/2ba $349,000  1,335 Rachel Cox JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-221-4642
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DEALS THIS MONTH

FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS

DINING
Austin Gourmet Popcorn ........................... 28

Blue Baker ................................................. 28

Brama Restaurant ...................................... 31

Cornucopia Popcorn  ................................. 30

Himalaya Kosheli ....................................... 29

HiWings Chicken House ............................ 30

Jersey Mike’s Subs ..................................... 29

New Awlins Cafe ........................................ 31

North by Northwest ................................... 28

Red’s Porch ............................................... 30

Snowy Village Dessert Cafe ........................ 30

HOME & GARDEN
G & S Mechanical ....................................... 31

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Critter Ridder ............................................ 29

Culligan Water........................................... 29

Real Green Pest Control & Lawn Care ......... 31

RETAIL
Hidden Treasures ....................................... 29

27
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$10 OFF $30 4200 B Braker Lane
Austin, TX 78759

www.redsporch.com

V I N T A G E  A U S T I N  F L A V O R  &  A  L A I D  B A C K  V I B E

4200 B Braker Lane4200 B Braker Lane

V I N T A G E  A U S T I N  F L A V O R  &  A  L A I D  B A C K  V I B EV I N T A G E  A U S T I N  F L A V O R  &  A  L A I D  B A C K  V I B EV I N T A G E  A U S T I N  F L A V O R  &  A  L A I D  B A C K  V I B E

Cannot be used in conjunction with any other off er. 
No substitutions. Excludes alcohol. Expires 1/30/19.

COME WATCH YOUR 
FAVORITE GAME!

KIDS WILL LOVE OUR PLAYSCAPE!

WWW.SNOWYVILL AGENORTHAUSTIN.COM
1700 WEST PARMER LANE #244, AUSTIN TX 78727

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SNOWYVILLAGE/AUSTINPARMER
SNOWYVILLAGE_AUSTINTX

H O T  C O F F E E  &  T E A
TA I YA K I  ( H OT  J A PA N E S E  C R O I S S A N T S )

 ALSO SERVING HOT DRINKS (COFFEE, FRESH FRUIT TEA)

NOW

OPEN

COME TRY 
OUR HOLIDAY

SNOW SPECIAL!
Give your sweet tooth some 

delicious love this Winter!

1$OFF
M E D I U M  O R  L A R G E  S I Z E

S N O W  I C E  C R E A M
MUST PRESENT COUPON. 
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER

EXPIRES 01/30/19
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Cafe
A taste of New Orleans 

in Northwest Austin

Located at 8650 Spicewood Springs, Suite 111 Austin, Texas
Call (512) 394-7200       Visit us on Facebook!

New Awlins

Gumbo

Buy one entree get one 

half off  
Dine in only.  Must present coupon.  
Tues-Fri lunch only. Expires 1-30-19.
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