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Entertainment hub, new sportsplex part of 
$460 million predevelopment agreement

Voters give Houston firefighters raises

Federal study lays 
the groundwork 
for coastal barrier

BY JAKE MAGEE

On Nov. 6, Houston voters over-
whelmingly approved Proposition 
B, which calls for raises for Houston 
firefighters to equalize their pay with 
Houston police officers of similar 
rank and seniority.

The move will cost the city an esti-
mated $85 million-$98 million the 
first year, city officials have said.

“That is unsustainable, and I will 
tell you the city cannot afford it,” 

BY MATT DULIN

A $6 billion storm-surge barrier 
gate is just one component of a sys-
tem of measures to shore up the 
entire Texas coast against hurricanes 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
is recommending in a preliminary 
study released in October—the latest 
chapter in the region’s decadelong 
pursuit of an “Ike Dike.” 

“It’s going to happen; there’s never 
been any doubt here about that,” 
said Bob Mitchell, president of the 
Bay Area Houston Economic Part-
nership. “But our biggest fear is that 
another hurricane is going to hit, and 
it’s going to cost lives and cost the 
industry, and it’ll be too late.”

The draft plan is open to public 
 CONTINUED ON 24  CONTINUED ON 27

 CONTINUED ON 22

League City lands ‘game-
changing’ development

BY JAKE MAGEE

League City officials have struck significant economic 
development deals in the past, but officials say they pale 
in comparison to an agreement to build a cultural com-
munity center along I-45.

According to a predevelopment agreement signed 
Oct. 30, Western Spherical Developers is poised to turn 
the existing Chester L. Davis Sportsplex into an enter-
tainment hub that will be home to a convention center, 
amphitheater, arenas for professional sports, hotels, 
restaurants and more, said Scott Livingston, League 
City’s director of economic development.

As part of the deal, the developer will start as early as 
February building a new, bigger sportsplex on League 
City’s west side, giving the users of the existing cramped 
facility more flexibility when practicing and competing, 
Livingston said.

Sportsplex
at

WE SHOULD ENSURE WE ARE COMPENSATING AND 

TREATING BRAVE FIREFIGHTERS AND PARAMEDICS ... 

AND WE ARE VALUING THEIR SERVICE AND SACRIFICE 

THE SAME AS POLICE OFFICERS.

... [PROPOSITION] B PUTS US ON COURSE FOR 

LAYOFFS. SOME FIREFIGHTERS WHO HAD HOPED TO 

BENEFIT FROM [PROPOSITION] B WILL LOSE THEIR 

JOBS INSTEAD, WHILE OLDER FIREFIGHTERS GET A 29 

PERCENT PAY HIKE.

—MARTY LANCTON, HOUSTON PROFESSIONAL FIRE 
FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

—SYLVESTER TURNER, HOUSTON MAYOR

Proponents and opponents of Proposition B, which requires the city of Houston 
to pay firefighters the same salary as police officers, have strong opinions about it.

HOUSTON FIRED UP

SOURCES: CITY OF LEAGUE CITY, WESTERN SPHERICAL DEVELOPERS/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
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The Chester L. Davis Sportsplex is at 
capacity, and some players have to 
be turned away. A bigger sportsplex 

will be built to the south on 
the west side of I-45.
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Throughout her education, Nancy Vega had constant support from her teachers to persevere despite life’s obstacles. As a future 
educator in UHCL’s Success Through Educational Programs, she aims to have the same impact working with fifth graders from her 
childhood school district. Because of their shared life experiences, Nancy is teaching her students more than math or reading, but 
also that anything is possible, just as her teachers did. Learn more about Nancy’s drive to be a lasting influence on her students at 

www.uhcl.edu/launch.

houston, we are the solution. 

SOARING 
DESPITE 

THE ODDS

UHCL Community Impact-Dec-Nancy Vega-112618-Final.indd   1 11/27/18   10:25 AM
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When facing breast cancer, where you go first matters. If you are newly diagnosed or suspect you have breast cancer,
make MD Anderson Cancer Center your first choice. Our highly specialized breast cancer experts have seen

and treated every type of breast cancer, so you receive the right treatment plan right from the start. 
Choose MD Anderson �rst. Call 1-855-894-0146 or visit MDAndersonBreastCare.com.

Jenee Bobbora  |   Cancer Survivor

KATY   |   LEAGUE CITY   |   MEMORIAL CITY   |   SUGAR LAND   |   TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER   |   THE WOODLANDS

“Breast cancer, I went straight to the experts”

Ranked number one in the  
nation for cancer care by  
U.S. News & World Report.

18breast3740_15_Jenee_Dec CommImpact_12.1_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 10/22/18   7:55 AM
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works 
or something going on in 
town? Send it to bayfeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Cathy Turner
GENERAL MANAGER

cturner@communityimpact.com

Jake Magee
EDITOR
jmagee@communityimpact.com

I can’t believe that it is December 
already. I do not know about you, but I 
have not done any holiday shopping yet. 
I am not a huge fan of crowds so I delay it 
as long as possible.

My sister-in-law has all of her holiday 
shopping done by June every year. That 
is just wrong–I hope she doesn’t read my 
column online!

I could do online shopping and not 
have to leave the house, but then I would 
not be able to shop local.

One of my favorite things about work-
ing at Community Impact Newspaper is 
meeting with many of our local business 
owners. Part of getting to know them 

is checking out their stores. I get some 
great gift ideas this way. Check out this 
month’s business and dining profiles on 
Pages 18 and 19 to see local business at 
its finest.

Another great thing to do over the 
holidays is volunteer and support one of 
your favorite causes.

At Community Impact Newspaper, we 
have a program called CI Cares in which 
we volunteer to work at a local nonprofit 
in the community we support. Read our 
To-do List on Page 9 to find some volun-
teer opportunities close by.

Whatever you and your family do this 
holiday season, be safe, and have fun.

While the community is abuzz with talk of $121 
million worth of proposed drainage projects in League 
City, the term “watershed” is getting a lot of play lately.

In the Bay Area most residents are within the Clear 
Creek or Dickinson Bayou watersheds, but the area 
also touches the Armand Bayou watershed. They all 
feed into Galveston Bay.

The term means “a land area that ultimately drains 
rainfall runoff or stormwater to a common body of 
water,” according to the Harris County Flood Control 
District. That means when it rains, if you live in the 
Clear Creek watershed, all the rain that is not absorbed 
into the ground will eventually end up in the creek.

Because the Bay Area is downstream of the Greater 
Houston area, all stormwater from watersheds north 
and west of it not absorbed eventually flows through 
the Bay Area. When you think about how much water 
that is, you can see how quickly a downpour can cause 
a problem.

Turn to Page 13 to learn more about the drainage 
issues facing League City.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR

Shop local this holiday season

What is a watershed?
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IMPACTS 5  O2 Bistro opened at 1002 Aspen Road, 
Clear Lake Shores, on Oct. 24. The site was 
formerly occupied by Opus Bistro, which 
recently relocated to South Shore Harbour 
Resort. O2 Bistro is a restaurant concept by 
John Schafer, owner of Outriggers Seafood 
Grill & Bar in Seabrook. The bistro offers sea-
food such as crab, shrimp, tuna and calamari; 
steak; chicken; pork; and more. 
281-532-6860. www.o2bistro.com

COMING SOON

6  By fall 2019 Dollar Tree will open a 
10,000-square-foot location at 1915 W. 
League City Parkway, Ste. 150, League 
City, in League City’s 36-acre development 
Marketplace at Ninety-Six. The national chain 
sells $1 items in many departments, includ-
ing kitchenware, party supplies, makeup, 
toys and more. www.dollartree.com

7  Life Time Athletic Baybrook, which 
was originally reported to open this fall, will 
open Dec. 20 at 19250 Gulfbrook Drive, 
Friendswood. The 123,250-square-foot, 
two-story facility will offer an outdoor tennis 
complex with eight courts, family recreation, 
indoor and outdoor aquatic centers, training 
classes, yoga, sauna, steam rooms, personal-
ized programs and services, and more.  
346-600-7800. www.lifetime.life/baybrook

8  There are plans to open a Crazy Alan’s 
Swamp Shack at the Baybrook Mall, 500 
Baybrook Mall Drive, Friendswood, in Janu-
ary. The restaurant is known for its seafood—
including Cajun seafood, crawfish, snow crab 
and whole Maine lobster—but also serves 
burgers and fries. The business also has a 
location in Kemah. 281-334-5000. 
www.crazyalanswampshack.com

9  Steakhouse Opus Bistro will reopen in 
early 2019 after being closed due to damage 
from Hurricane Harvey. The restaurant, 
which was previously located in Clear Lake 
Shores, will open at the South Shore Harbour 
Resort and Conference Center, 2500 S. 
Shore Blvd., League City. The owners also 
operate Opus Ocean Grille at 1510 Marina 
Bay Drive, Ste. 124, Clear Lake Shores.  
www.opusbistro.net

10  Early next year Banfield Pet Hospital 
will open a League City location at 1911 W. 
League City Parkway, Ste. 100, League City. 

NOW OPEN

1  Famous Footwear opened in Septem-
ber at 3361 Clear Lake City Blvd., Houston. 
The store sells athletic and casual shoes for 
men, women and children. The business 
carries hundreds of name brands, including 
Nike, Converse, Vans and Skechers.  
281-204-1392. www.famousfootwear.com

2  JJ’s Express Car Wash opened a 
League City location at 121 S. Maple Leaf 

Drive on Oct. 26. With another location in 
Friendswood, the business offers express car 
wash services at affordable prices. 
281-724-9212. www.jjscarwash.com

3  Yoga studio Mode 8 Yoga & Fitness, 
12012 Space Center Blvd., Ste. 500, Houston, 
held a soft opening Sept. 22 and a grand 
opening Oct. 28. The business offers tra-
ditional and hot yoga, self defense, martial 
arts, cardio and more. Classes are small 
so customers get one-on-one attention. 
A monthly membership, which includes 

unlimited classes and child care, costs $125. 
512-981-5571. www.mode8yoga.com

4  The Rustic Brush opened in October 
at 1131 Clear Lake City Blvd., Houston, and 
offers workshops for do-it-yourself wooden 
signs and home decor. All materials are pro-
vided, and participants are welcome to bring 
their own beverages and snacks. Workshops 
are available for groups, individuals, com-
pany parties and more. There are multiple 
locations in the Greater Houston area. 
832-915-5741. www.therusticbrush.com

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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FEATURED IMPACT—COMING SOON

After-school math and reading tutoring center Kumon will open a location at 2251 FM 
646, League City, in the spring. To teach students, the tutoring center uses the Kumon 
Method, which includes individualized instruction, self-learning and small-step work-
sheets. www.kumon.com

The location is 2,859 square feet within the 
city’s 36-acre Marketplace at Ninety-Six de-
velopment. The business provides pet health 
care resources for dental care, parasites, 
nutrition, vaccinations and more. 
www.banfield.com

11  Holiday Inn Express and Suites is 
slated to open in March at 2710 E. NASA 
Parkway, Seabrook. The four-floor, 80-room 
hotel will feature a pool, guest laundry, 
convenience market, daily hot breakfast and 
more. It is a prototype for the Formula Blue 
line of fresh-looking and contemporarily 
designed Holiday Inn hotels. 
www.holidayinnexpress.com

12  Hardware store Ace Hardware will 
open at 1915 W. League City Parkway, Ste. 
100, League City, in fall 2019. The national 
chain leased a 10,000-square-foot space in 
the city’s 36-acre development Marketplace 
at Ninety-Six. The business sells tools, build-
ing supplies, paint, plumbing equipment, 
lawn care items and more. 
www.acehardware.com

13  Marriott Fairfield Inn & Suites, 1144 
Pinnacle Drive, League City, is expected to 
open in the summer. The hotel broke ground 
in August, and officials are awaiting permits 
to continue construction. Work is expected 
to resume in January. The hotel will be a 
64,000-square-foot, five-floor, 112-room 
hotel and offer an outdoor pool with a swim-
up bar. www.fairfield.marriott.com

RELOCATIONS

14  Mom-and-pop shop Fast-Fix Jewel-
ry and Watch Repairs relocated within 
Baybrook Mall, 500 Baybrook Mall Drive, 
Friendswood, in September. The new 
location is inside the mall’s Talbots entrance. 
In business for almost 29 years, owners Sara 
and Bob Nielsen provide same-day repairs 
to any kind of jewelry, watch and eyeglasses. 
281-480-6657. 
www.fastfix.com/stores/baybrook-mall

ANNIVERSARIES

15  Craft 96 Draught House + Kitchen, 
2575 E. League City Parkway, Ste. 100, 
League City, celebrated its one-year anni-
versary Dec. 1. The celebration included 
giveaways of sports tickets, glassware, hood-

ies and more. The restaurant serves lunch 
and dinner and has 63 taps of craft beer and 
more than 45 bottles of wine. 281-549-6095. 
www.draughthousekitchen.com

16  Car dealership Gay Family Auto, 3033 
Gulf Freeway, Dickinson, is celebrating its 
70th anniversary through the end of the year 
by offering exclusive discounts on new and 
pre-owned vehicles. The dealership sells Kia, 
Buick and GMC vehicles; has a body shop; 
and offers parts and services. It opened in 
1948. 832-769-4157.  
www.gayfamilyauto.com 

EXPANSIONS

17  H-E-B, 2955 S. Gulf Freeway, League 
City, reopened in October to celebrate its 
expansion. The grocery store has a new 
cheese stop and expanded beer and wine 
department, and the store was renovated 
and expanded to over 8,300 square feet. 
Customers now have options for curbside 
pickup and delivery service. H-E-B opened 
its first League City location in 1992.  
281-337-5142. www.heb.com

CLOSINGS

18  Value Furniture & Mattress, 915 E. 
NASA Parkway, Houston, closed permanent-
ly Oct. 29. The store sold furniture for living 
rooms, dining rooms, bedrooms and home 
theaters. The local, family-owned business 
first opened its doors in Pasadena in Novem-
ber 2006. Value Furniture’s Pasadena and 
Pearland locations are still open. 
713-378-5300. www.valuefurnituretx.com

IN THE NEWS

Chad Tressler will face Chris Gross for 
Position 6 on the League City City Council in 
a Dec. 18 runoff election. On Nov. 6 Tressler 
won about 47 percent of the vote, and Gross 
won about 33 percent. A third candidate, 
Silvio Vincenzo, won about 20 percent. A 
runoff election is required between the top 
two candidates because no one received 50 
percent or more of the votes.

 COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE AND 
GIOVANN ROSALES

News or questions about the Bay Area? 
Email us at baynews@communityimpact.com.

Located at 8619 W Broadway St #105, Pearland, TX 77584 
Easily accessible from Beltway 8 or Highway 288

www.CoastalVascular.net

WE CAN HELP!  
Covered By Most Insurance Plans

Call 281-720-7509
to schedule an appointment

UTERINE 
FIBROIDS

VARICOSE 
VEINS

POOR LEG 
CIRCULATION

Happy holidays!

Call 281-720-7509

Happy holidays!
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WE’VE CHANGED OUR
NAME TO REFLECT
OUR COMMITMENT TO 
THE CLEAR LAKE AREA

Houston Methodist Clear Lake is growing 
to meet our community’s needs.
Our expansion includes new specialized services, as well as the most 

advanced technology and procedures available, to ensure patients receive 

the highest quality treatment and care — right here in our community.

We offer:

• Advanced imaging

• Breast Care Center

• Cancer Center

• Cardiovascular care

• Emergency services

• Neurology

• Orthopedics and sports medicine

• Primary care

• Urology and urogynecology

• Weight loss surgery

• Women’s services

LEAGUE CITY
345

96

FRIENDSWOOD

HOUSTON METHODIST 
CLEAR LAKE HOSPITAL

NASSAU
BAY

HOUSTON METHODIST 
PRIMARY CARE GROUP

HOUSTON METHODIST 
PHYSICIAN CLINICS

HOUSTON METHODIST 
PRIMARY CARE GROUP

HOUSTON METHODIST 
PRIMARY CARE GROUP

528

2351

518

146

345

Visit houstonmethodist.org/clearlake
or call 281.333.8899 to schedule
an appointment.
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 COMPILED BY GIOVANN ROSALESLOCAL EVENTS

DEC. 31

Take the family to Kemah 
The Kemah Boardwalk’s New Year’s Eve 
Family Celebration includes a fireworks 
show at 10 p.m. Standard ticket prices for 
rides apply. 215 Kipp Ave., Kemah. 
877-285-3624. 
www.kemahboardwalk.com

COURTESY LANDRY’S INC.

JAN. 5

Attend a New Year’s dance
Let’s Dance is hosting the “It’s Time for 
Puttin’ on the Ritz” black-and-white ball-
room dance event featuring music from 
DJ Neva. All ages are welcome, and dance 
partners are not needed to attend. Resi-
dents can dress as they like. 7-9:45 p.m. 
$8. 1001 E. League City Parkway, League 
City. 417-838-2204. www.fozarks.org

COURTESY BALLROOM DANCERS OF LEAGUE CITY

DEC. 18

Learn about the Texas 
coastal barrier project
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has re-
leased a study for a 76-mile coastal barrier 
project that would protect the Bay Area. 
Residents can learn more about it at a 
public meeting. 5:30-9 p.m. Free. 5002 E. 
NASA Parkway, Seabrook. 409-766-3044. 
www.coastalstudy.texas.gov

DEC. 8

Watch Santa Claus drive by
The Seabrook Volunteer Fire Department 
will drive Santa Claus around town while 
he and his helpers hand out candy to 
children. The event will start at City Hall 
and continue down all residential streets 
for two hours. 9-11 a.m. Free. 1700 1st St., 
Seabrook. 281-291-5778. 
www.seabrooktx.gov

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, 
business openings, meetings and more in 
the months of December and January
Find more or submit Bay Area events at communityimpact.com/bay-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

DEC. 19

Check out a crazy show
Two-time Grammy award winners Riders 
in the Sky will perform a blend of comedy 
and Christmas music for families. Their 
music was featured in “Toy Story 2” and 
“Monsters, Inc.” 7:30 p.m. $13 (students), 
$20 (adults). 2700 Bay Area Blvd., Hous-
ton. 281-283-2065.  
www.uhcl.edu/bayou-theater

COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON-CLEAR LAKE BAYOU THEATER

See a full list of events at communityimpact.com/events.

DEC. 8

Help children in need
The Seabrook Rotary Club will take 
over 60 in-need children’s shopping for 
clothes at Target. Adults can volunteer as 
shoppers or donate money. 8 a.m. Free 
(to volunteer). 255 Marina Bay Drive, 
Clear Lake Shores. 832-584-3030.  
www.seabrookrotary.org

COURTESY SEABROOK ROTARY CLUB

DEC. 26-28, DEC. 31-JAN. 4

Send your kids to camp
The League City Parks and Recreation 
Department will host fun holiday camps 
for children ages 6-12. 7 a.m.-6 p.m. $75 
(for residents Dec. 26-28), $112.50 (for 
nonresidents Dec. 26-28), $100 (for res-
idents Dec. 31-Jan. 4), $150 (for nonresi-
dents Dec. 31-Jan. 4). 1001 E. League City 
Parkway, League City. 281-554-1180.

DEC. 26

Stitch with friends
The Helen Hall Library is hosting a stitch-
ing event and inviting residents who like 
to knit, crochet and do needlework. All 
skill levels welcome. Noon-1:30 p.m. Free. 
100 W. Walker, League City. 281 554-1111. 
www.leaguecity.com/3146/helen-hall- 
library

COURTESY HELEN HALL LIBRARY

THROUGH DEC. 24

Join Santa’s Wonderland
Cabela’s has transformed its store into a 
Christmas village featuring snow-covered 
hills, elves, rustic cabins, crafts and more. 
9 a.m.-9 p.m. (Mon.-Sat.), 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
(Sun.), 9 a.m.-6 p.m. (Christmas Eve). 
Free. 2421 S. Gulf Freeway, League City. 
346-231-0200. www.cabelas.com/santa
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structed to better accommodate drainage. 
When complete the road will be a two-lane 
concrete street with curb and gutter, 
underground storm sewers from Walker 
Street to League City Parkway and open 
ditches from League City Parkway to FM 
646.

Timeline: January 2019-early 2020 
Cost: $7 million 
Funding sources: Galveston County ($6 
million), city of League City ($1 million)

5  Ervin connector construction

This new arterial roadway will connect 
Calder Drive to the new Hobbs Road ex-
tension to the south. The street will provide 
better accessibility for Sedona subdivision 
residents, other neighboring communities 
and future development in the area. City 
staff has completed the project’s design 
and is now acquiring the right of way.

Timeline: construction starts May 2019 
Cost: $5.83 million 
Funding sources: city of League City

 

E. M
AIN ST.

B
A

Y
 A

R
E

A
 B

LV
D

.

D
IC

K
IN

SO
N

 A
V

E
.

BLACKHAW
K BLVD

.

LANDING
BLVD.

MARINA BAY DR.

NMap not to scale

528

518

646

NASA PKWY.

NASSAU BAY

G
A

LV
ES

TO
N

B
AY

3

517

CLEAR
CREEK

N. KANSAS
AVE.

B
U

TL
E

R
 R

D
.

ERVIN AVE.

45

C
A

LD
E

R
 D

R
.

LEAGUE CITY E. W
ALKER ST.

DICKIN
SO

N

AVE.

LEAGUE CITY PKW
Y.

146SOUTH SHORE
BLVD.

TURNER ST.

FOURTH ST.

W
. W

A
LK

E
R

 ST.

KESSLERS
CROSSING

1

25

4

518

270

NASA BYPASS

96

1  I-45 widening

The Texas Department of Transportation 
is widening I-45 from six to eight lanes all 
the way to Galveston. Two segments of 
the project stretch through League City 
and include improvements to several 
intersections, including the addition of 
extra lanes and sidewalks. It is expected 
the contractor will demolish the FM 646 
bridge, which currently goes over the 
I-45, early next year to begin rebuilding 
it beneath the interstate. The contractor 
will have six months from demolition to 
reopen FM 646 to east- and westbound 
traffic.

Timeline: November 2016-2021 
Cost: $222 million 
Funding source: TxDOT ($142 million), 
federal government ($80 million)

2  Calder Drive improvements

This stretch between Turner Street and 
Ervin Avenue is being converted from a 
rural, open-ditch roadway to a two-way 
street with a center turn lane and curb and 
gutter. Due to an unusually wet Septem-
ber and October, restoration of two-way 
traffic has been moved back from January 
to mid-February 2019. A new roundabout 
at the intersection of Calder and Turner 

All information on this page was updated as of  
11/12/18. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at baynews@communityimpact.com.

ONGOING PROJECTS
opened in mid-September.

Timeline: April 2017-February 2019 
Cost: $10.9 million 
Funding sources: city of League City ($6.9 
million), Galveston County ($4 million)

UPCOMING PROJECTS
3  FM 270 widening

This project will widen a 2.7-mile stretch 
of FM 270 from south of FM 518 through 
the Hwy. 96 intersection to the south from 
a two-lane road to a four-lane, divided, 
curb-and-gutter street. All construction will 
be within the existing TxDOT right of way. 
Once design is complete, staff will partner 
with the Houston-Galveston Area Council 
and TxDOT for funding. This project is part 
of Phase 1 of League City’s Master Mobility 
Plan.

Timeline: construction starts 2021 at the 
earliest 
Cost: $22.8 million 
Funding sources: Houston-Galveston 
Area Council ($18.24 million), city of League 
City ($4.56 million)

4  Dickinson Avenue reconstruction

About 2 miles of Dickinson Avenue from 
Walker Street to FM 646 will be recon-

COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE AND AMELIA BRUST

HOW IT WORKS

When driving on the 
shoulder is legally 
allowed in Texas
Texas drivers are permitted to travel 
on an “improved shoulder,” or a paved 
shoulder, in some cases if determined 
necessary and if it can be completed 
safely, according to Section 545.058 of 
the Texas Transportation Code.

On the right shoulder, driving is permit-
ted in order to stop, stand or park the 
vehicle; to accelerate before entering 
the travel lane; or to decelerate before a 
right turn. Using the right shoulder is also 
allowed when passing another vehicle 
that is slowing or stopped in the travel 
lane or about to turn left or to let a faster 
vehicle pass.

Drivers also have the option to use the 
right shoulder to avoid a collision or 
when required to by traffic-control devic-
es, such as construction barrels.

On the left side, driving on the shoulder 
is permitted in order to slow or stop a dis-
abled vehicle that cannot reach the right 
shoulder, to avoid a collision or when 
required to do so by traffic-control devic-
es. Police and emergency vehicles and 
cyclists are not subject to those rules.
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6  El Dorado Boulevard 

reconstruction

This 1.7-mile stretch of road from Clear 
Lake City Boulevard to Horsepen Bayou 
will be expanded from a two-lane street 
to a four-lane street with a median in 
between. A 10-foot-wide bike trail will 
be built on the road’s west side.

Timeline: fall 2019-fall 2020 
Cost: $7 million 
Funding sources: city of Houston 
($3.9 million), Harris County ($3.1 
million)

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
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2605 Marina Bay Drive
League City, TX  7573  

Schedule a Personal Tour 
of This All-New Retirement 
Living Option.

The wait is over for a look inside. Come 
explore the community that offers carefree, 
maintenance-free living close to friends, family 
and everything you love. Take a look around 
The Delaney, and don’t be surprised if you 
find your perfect new home!

Whether you choose a private residence 
for independent living at The Delaney 
at South Shore or Hamlets at 
The Delaney for assisted 
living and dedicated 
memory care, you’re 
going to love 
this community.

See Why Everyone Is Saying, 
“I love �e Delaney!”

Now Open!

Call
(281) 724-4057 

today!

TheDelaneyatSouthShore.com
info@TheDelaneyatSouthShore.com

The Delaney at South Shore Is

AL Facility ID# 107116
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Voters to decide how city should address costly drainage, traffic fixes

League City residents facing potential May 
election for $249M bond, sales tax increase

BY JAKE MAGEE

Facing millions of dollars worth of 
drainage, traffic and other expensive 
problems, League City officials are pro-
posing a bond election for May of up to 
$249 million.

Officials are also considering asking 
voters to increase the city’s sales tax 
rate by 0.25 percent and using the extra 
revenue to offset costs.

The city in November identified $249 
million worth of projects with $121 
million going toward drainage, $88.5 
million toward mobility, $22.5 million 
toward the construction of an addi-
tional library and $17 million toward 
public safety improvements.

Staff realized that might be too much 
to ask. The bond could be lowered to 
about $200 million and include only 
drainage and traffic fixes, the two most 
pressing issues the city faces, Assistant 

City Manager Bo Bass said.
Still, the city’s total fiscal year 2019 

budget is $207.76 million. The bond 
would rival how much the city spends 
on all operational and capital expenses 
in an entire year, Bass said.

League City has an 8 percent sales 
tax with 1.75 percent going to the city. 
An election could ask voters to increase 
the total sales tax to 8.25 percent with 
a full 2 percent going to the city—the 
maximum allowed under state law and 
what most nearby cities do, City Man-
ager John Baumgartner said.

A $249 million bond could raise the 
property tax rate of $0.5638 per $100 
valuation by $0.06-$0.10. If the sales 
tax increase were approved, which 
would generate an estimated $3.3 
million in additional revenue in the first 
year and grow annually, the property 
tax increase could be as low as $0.03-
$0.06, Baumgartner said.

Some League City City Council mem-
bers have another idea.

Council Member Nick Long does not 
want to see property tax rates increase. 
His proposal is to ask voters for a sales 
tax increase and about a $150 million 
bond no earlier than November.

The sales tax increase could gener-
ate enough revenue to cover the bond 
without affecting property tax rates. 
The bond would cover only drainage 
and traffic problems. It is too early and 
would cost too much to build a new 
library and address public safety con-
cerns when flooding and mobility are 
residents’ main worry, Long said.

Other council members have shown 

support for Long’s idea, he said.
According to a recent citizen survey, 

60 percent of League City residents 
believe traffic and drainage are the 
most important issues the city should 
address. At a town hall meeting Nov. 8 
dozens of residents gathered to share 
their concerns about flooding.

One resident, Scott Momper, said his 
garage has flooded 12 times over the 
past 23 months. He said the city setting 
development standards to prevent 
flooding for new buildings is not doing 
enough to help those already here who 
still flood.

“Talk is cheap,” he said, “but no 
one’s talking about the people that 
are already here, the houses that are 
already here.” 

After Hurricane Harvey the city hired 
engineering firms to study several areas 
that flooded the worst. The firms iden-
tified 26 projects totaling $121 million, 
and none of the projects address Clear 

Creek or Dickinson Bayou, which are 
both prone to flooding.

“The purpose of those studies wasn’t 
to fix all our problems because there’s 
not enough money in the world to do 
all that,” Bass said.

The city is pursuing several grants 
to offset the $121 million cost. The city 
expects to receive some grant money 
but certainly not enough to cover all 
projects, Bass said.

According to a tentative timeline, 
City Council will finalize a list of bond 
program projects by early next year, 
after which the city will host several 
town halls to educate the public about 
the program. The election could be in 
May or November of next year, depend-
ing on council’s direction, but the city is 
pushing for May. The council has until 
Feb. 15 to decide if there will be a May 
election.

“There’s a sense of urgency in the 
community to get it going,” Bass said.

SOURCE: CITY OF LEAGUE CITY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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FLOODING WOES
As the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
proposes new flood zone maps, League City officials 
ordered drainage studies of flood-prone areas.
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League City officials 
have identified $249 
million worth of 
projects the city needs 
to complete, most 
related to drainage 
and traffic.

HEAVY COSTS

PUBLIC SAFETY

NEW LIBRARY

MOBILITY

DRAINAGE

$121M

$88.5M

$22.5M
$17M

$249M TOTAL

MAKE YOUR 
RESERVATIONS AT 

281-334-1000
EXT 2022

CELEBRATE NEW YEAR’S EVE AT 
SOUTH SHORE HARBOUR RESORT

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31
7:30pm - 12:30am

FEATURING:

Mambo Jazz Kings
Dinner & Open Bar

Tickets: $125++/person
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(281) 286-8473

Every year

since 2011

(281) 286-8473
www.spacecenterautomotive.com

16439 Moonrock in Clear Lake
(Across from CL High School, behind Sonic)

Rates Designed 
to Reach Goals 
Get a competitive rate with term 
options as flexible as 3 to 60 
months. Plus, CDs of $100,000 or 
more earn an additional 0.25% APY. 

Visit UFCU.org/EarnMore or call 
(866) 968-6930 to open a CD today.

UFCU.org

2 4 - M O N T H
Certif icate of Deposit (CD)

2.55%
APY

6 0 - M O N T H
Certif icate of Deposit (CD)

3.00%
APY

Federally insured by NCUA
APY = Annual Percentage Yield

Rate effective as of September 14, 2018
Rates are subject to change

Looking for  spectacular  holiday gifts?
Look no further...

Design It Yourself Gift Baskets!
Sometimes, no matter how great the selection, you just can’t find exactly what you 
want. Design It Yourself custom gift baskets solve that problem by allowing you to 
choose the specific products you want to include with your unique gift basket.

Ready to create your own custom baskets?

Local delivery available. 
We ship nationwide!

100%
customizable

Visit us at   designityourselfgiftbaskets.com     |     Call us at   713.944.3440
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Houston City Council to consider extending 
planned Ellington Bypass in Clear Lake area

BY LADAWN FLETCHER

A flurry of activity in the Clear 
Lake area has made Houston officials 
quickly consider extending the length 
of a proposed bypass that would serve 
the Houston Spaceport and possibly 
deter unwanted developments.

Ellington Bypass from Space Center 
Boulevard to Hwy. 3 is a planned 
main road that has been a part of the 
city’s Major Thoroughfare and Free-
way Plan since 2003. The MTFP is a 
compilation of anticipated major road 
projects throughout the city to let 
developers and the public know what 
lane widenings, new road construc-
tion and other significant transporta-
tion projects could be coming.

Before the end of the year the 
Houston City Council will vote to 
amend the MTFP to include extending 
Ellington Bypass’ length. The area 
designated for inclusion to the MTFP 
extends from Hwy. 3 to I-45 and runs 
south of Ellington Airport and north 
of Clear Lake City Boulevard, Houston 
Transportation Planning Manager 
Sharon Moses Burnside said.

Extending the bypass is an 
important step toward determining 
the future of the undeveloped and 
industrial land along this stretch 
of road in large part because of its 
proximity to Ellington Airport and 
the Houston Spaceport the city was 
approved for in 2015. Amendments to 
the plan are usually added in January, 
but an increased sense of urgency 
surrounding the spaceport and an 
unwanted proposed development led 

the Houston Planning Commission to 
recommend the change now.

Over the summer oil storage and 
transportation company Magellan 
Midstream Partners expressed inter-
est in building 58 oil tanks near the 
intersection of Clear Lake City Bou-
levard and Hwy. 3 near the proposed 
Ellington Bypass. The company has 
since backed away from that plan.

Residents, politicians and business 
and community leaders expressed 
alarm about the proposed tanks 
because of perceived potential safety 
issues during future hurricanes and 
flooding. Others worried the tanks 
would be in the flight path of Elling-
ton Airport landing strips.

For the city and the Houston Air-
port System concerns revolve around 
future access to the Houston Space-
port.

The overwhelmingly negative 
response from the city and constitu-
ents spurred Dave Martin, Houston 
City Council District E member, to 
action. Martin, who represents the 
Clear Lake area, has been a visible 
and vocal proponent of amending the 
MTFP to include the extended Elling-
ton Bypass.

“Ellington [Bypass] has always been 
an idea associated with the space-
port,” Martin said. “When I heard 
Magellan was looking to purchase the 
land I knew it was necessary to move 
forward with amending the MTFP to 
include Ellington [Bypass] as soon as 
possible.”

The proposed bypass addition 

bisects the site Magellan was consid-
ering for its oil tanks, but extending 
Ellington Bypass in the plan does not 
guarantee such unwanted develop-
ment will not be built in the area.

“Simply adding Ellington [Bypass] 
to the city of Houston MTFP doesn’t 
prevent the property from being used 
for certain activities,” Martin said. “It 
comes down to the proposed oper-
ations of such a facility, how much 
land is needed and whether opera-
tions would be impacted if the road 
bisected the property.”

The vote, if approved, will be the 
final step in the process of seeing the 
segment added to the MTFP, but there 
are still some limitations to the desig-
nation, Martin said. The MTFP has no 
bearing on scheduling, so construc-
tion of any of the thoroughfares in the 
plan may happen soon or years from 
now, if they occur at all. 

However, for companies like 
Magellan, the designation can be a 

deal-breaker because the developer 
must consider the cost of dedicating 
the right of way to public use and 
constructing the road. For the city 
and the airport extending Ellington 
Bypass in the plan would be a win, 
officials said.

“Adding Ellington Bypass to the 
MTFP reserves the right of way 
needed in preparation for the planned 
Houston Spaceport,” Moses Burnside 
said.

If recent activity surrounding 
Ellington Airport and Houston Space-
port is any indication the expansion 
will serve the area well.

Construction at the spaceport 
is already taking off. A new $12.4 
million tower, specially equipped for 
space flight, is nearing completion. 
In October the Houston City Council 
approved spending $18.8 million 
for infrastructure for Phase 1 of the 
spaceport, including roads, electrical 
power, water and more.

SOURCE: CITY OF HOUSTON/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

TRANSPORTATION

The proposed Ellington Bypass from Space City Boulevard to 
Hwy. 3 has been part of Houston’s Major Thoroughfare and 
Freeway Plan since 2003. Houston City Council will consider 
extending its length from Hwy. 3 to I-45 to better service the 
Houston Spaceport and discourage unwanted development.
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Distinct by Design
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Clear Creek ISD board of trustees approves 2019 
contract for Galveston County liaison officers

Clear Creek ISD forms special-education committee

CCISD  The Clear Creek ISD board of 
trustees on Oct. 22 approved a $3.4 
million contract with the Galveston 
County Sheriff’s Office for school 
safety officers.

The cost was included in the 
fiscal year 2018-19 budget the board 
approved in late August, according to 
district documents. In July the board 
approved the Clear Creek ISD School 
Safety Committee’s recommendation 
to hire an additional 15 liaison officers, 
which are included in the contract.

Before the recommended changes 
took effect there was one liaison officer 
at each of the district’s 10 intermediate 
schools and two officers at each of its 
five high schools. The board approved 
hiring one additional officer per 
school to increase safety in response to 
national school shootings.

Paul McLarty, deputy superinten-
dent of business and support services, 
said the 10 intermediate school officers 
patrol area elementary schools.

“That’s been working real well,” he 
said.

Board member Chris Reed said the 
contract is expensive but more afford-
able than the district getting its own 

police.
“I think it’s a good move,” he said.
The board also approved at the time 

hiring 15 additional school support 
counselors. Superintendent Greg Smith 
said it would cost about $2.6 million to 
hire the 30 additional personnel and 
pay for the officers’ vehicles.

The board in October also approved 
spending $3.13 million of 2007 bond 
money to convert the Clear Lake 9th 
Grade Center into a Learner Support 
Center.

A decade ago the bonds would have 
funded converting the building into an 
intermediate school, but the board 
at the time determined a new school 
was unnecessary for the near future.

The new facility will house offices 
for various departments, an early 
childhood intake center, dual-credit 
courses and more. Construction began 
in November and will be complete by 
July, according to the documents.

 

Houston City Council 
901 Bagby St., Houston 
Next meetings: Dec. 12 and 19 at 9 a.m.

For instant coverage of these meetings, follow 
us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_bay

CCISD    Clear Creek ISD has formed 
the Special Education Parent Advi-
sory Committee, which will meet 
quarterly to discuss topics related 
to special education, according to a 
CCISD press release.

The committee is made up of 
44 parents—one from each of the 
district’s schools. They will meet 
with the superintendent and other 
staff four times a year to “examine 
services [and] practices, recommend 
improvements and serve the needs of 
each student receiving special-educa-
tion services,” according to the press 
release.

“We are excited about this addi-
tional layer of communication 

and two-way partnership with our 
families,” Superintendent Greg Smith 
said. “Clear Creek ISD is already 
home to the first special-education 
PTA in Texas, and this committee will 
serve as another avenue to deepen 
our shared commitment for students 
with special needs.”

The committee is part of the 
district’s response to a group of 
parents who have vocally protested 
the treatment of CCISD’s special-ed-
ucation students. The CCISD board 
over the summer approved an audit, 
which is still ongoing, of the district’s 
special-education programs.

The group’s first meeting was Nov. 
29.

COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEEEDUCATION BRIEFS

NUMBER TO KNOW

$3.4M  —The cost of Clear 
Creek ISD’s contract 

with Galveston County for liaison officers

MEETINGS

League City City Council  
200 W. Walker St., League City 
Next meeting: Dec. 11 at 6 p.m.

Clear Creek ISD board of trustees 
2425 E. Main St., League City 
Next meeting: Dec. 17 at 6 p.m.

UFCU.org
Federally insured by NCUA

At University Federal Credit Union®, you’re more than a 
credit score. Whether you’re purchasing new or used or 
looking to refinance, UFCU o�ers the same low rates and 
flexible terms.

When You’re Strong, We’re Strong
We’re dedicated to helping our Members strengthen their 
financial well-being. When you’re ready, we can help you 
find the car — and the loan — that’s right for you. 

Stop by our Victory Lakes or Galveston location to talk to 
a representative, or visit UFCU.org/Autos to learn more.

UFCU Victory Lakes
2500 Gulf Freeway S 
League City, TX 77573

(832) 706-4424

UFCU Galveston
428 Posto�ce St 
Galveston, TX 77550

(409) 877-7774

Dream Cars Really Can 
Come True
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Houston City Council approves $18 million for 
spaceport infrastructure, streets, water lines

League City updates Master Mobility Plan, includes 
controversial lane extension and bridge project

CLEAR LAKE  The Houston City Council 
on Oct. 17 approved spending $18.8 
million on developing infrastructure 
for Phase 1 of the Houston Spaceport.

Texas Sterling-Banicki JV LLC will 
develop streets, water, wastewater, 
electrical and communications facili-
ties on the 90 acres of Phase 1 to attract 
aerospace companies to the Houston 
Spaceport, located in the southeast 
part of the Ellington Airport, accord-
ing to a Houston Airport System press 
release.

The Houston Airport System Airport 
Improvement Fund is funding the 
project, according to the release.

“Phase 1 is an important first step 
toward our final vision for the Houston 
Spaceport,” Houston Aviation Director 
Mario C. Diaz said. “With more than 
600 acres of land available for lease 
at the location the Houston Spaceport 
is primed for development, and with 
vital infrastructure in place momen-
tum for this exciting project continues 
to build—much like our future partners 

LEAGUE CITY    For more than a decade 
neighbors along Palomino Lane have 
vocally opposed a project that would 
extend the road to the north.

In October and November the 
League City City Council heard their 
arguments, but the project lives. The 
council on Nov. 13 approved updating 
the city’s Master Mobility Plan, which 
included the Palomino Lane project 
residents wanted excluded.

Palomino Lane runs from FM 518 
north to where it ends at Clear Creek. 
The project would create a bridge over 
the creek to connect to FM 528.

Several residents spoke at length 
against the project at a City Council 
meeting. Residents said the project 
would increase traffic, create flooding 
and drainage concerns, decrease prop-
erty values and cause other problems. 
The project could cost more than $20 
million, which residents said is fiscally 
irresponsible to taxpayers.

Still, the council voted 5-3 to include 
the project in the city’s Master Mobility 
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Plan, which it approved updating. 
Mayor Pat Hallisey and council mem-
bers Nick Long and Keith Gross voted 
to remove the project from the plan.

A few opposing council members 
said it was unfair to neighbors to hang 
this project over their heads when it 
might never come to fruition.

But most of the council thought 
removing the project from the plan 
would effectively kill it and be hard 
to reverse if a future council decided 
extending Palomino Lane was the best 
way to address city traffic congestion.

COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEECITY  BRIEFS

will with these key assets already in 
place.”

The goal of the Houston Spaceport 
is to house space-related companies 
to accompany NASA’s presence in the 
Bay Area. The spaceport will host the 
launching of micro satellites, astro-
naut training, zero-gravity simulation, 
spacecraft manufacturing and more, 
according to the release.

“This is an important step in the pro-
cess, putting in place the groundwork 
for future partners and giving them the 
infrastructure necessary for developing 
future ventures,” Ellington Airport 
General Manager Arturo Machuca said.
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K   endra Epperson fell into Brave 
Boutique by accident.

After years of working as a dental 
hygienist the stress of the job was start-
ing to take a toll on her mentally and 
physically. She considered starting a job 
on the side that interested her more and 
allowed her to praise God, she said. 

“I always wanted a way to glorify 
God. I thought, ‘I’m cleaning teeth. 
What can I do?’” Epperson said.

After trial and error she started sell-
ing clothing and gift items. She hosted 
her first trunk show in December 2015 
and made $5,000, prompting her to 
start an online store.

After running an online business for 
a few months Epperson looked for a 
storefront. She opened the first Brave 
Boutique in Seabrook in August 2016. 

“... This is just me being brave, you 
know? This is me changing my career 
from something I never thought I could 
change,” Epperson said.

In June 2018 she opened a League 
City location, which is closer to her 
League City home. 

The boutique sells girl’s and wom-
en’s clothing for children all the way 
through seniors and carries adult sizes 
ranging from extra small to 3X. The 
store also sells accessories and home 
goods, including candles and soaps.

“We try to have something for every-
body. We want to have something for 
the high school [or] college girl, and we 
want to have something for her grand-
mother,” Epperson said. “We want to 
be somewhere where you can just run 
in, and you need a shirt for an occasion 

BY HALEY MORRISON

Brave Boutique

League City:  
3729 E. League City Parkway, 
League City

281-532-6323

www.shopbraveboutique.com

Seabrook: 
2900 E. NASA Parkway, Ste. 260, 
Seabrook

281-549-6230

www.shopbraveboutique.com

Hours vary by day and location.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

KENDRA EPPERSON STARTED HER 
BUSINESS IN LATE 2015. MOST 
RECENTLY SHE OPENED A SECOND 
LOCATION IN LEAGUE CITY IN 2018.. 

and a birthday gift for that occasion, 
you can get it all here.” 

However, picking out the best items 
is not always easy, especially when 
trying to appeal to various tastes.

“The biggest challenge is staying 
ahead of the game,” Epperson said.

Epperson has learned to delegate.
“To do something like this you have 

to be that Type A personality, but that 
will kill you,” Epperson said. 

The business also gives 10 percent 
of every purchase to a nonprofit of the 
customer’s choosing. The business 
gives anywhere from $6,000-$10,000 to 
nonprofits monthly, Epperson said. 

“The biggest reward is seeing some-
thing I did being successful and writing 
those checks at the end of the month,” 
Epperson said. “That feels really good.” 

Leather pants 
($78.95)

Black vegan 
leather pants.

Leopard blouse 
($64.95)

Sleeveless shirt 
with a high 
neck.

Pearl earrings 
($22.95)

Golden hoop 
earrings lined 
in fake pearls. 

Ivory clutch 
($32.95)

Clutch with fold-
over closure and 
hand strap.

1 2 43

The stores offer both clothing and accesso-
ries. Here is a party outfit for the holidays.Brave choices

146

Brave Boutique
Store owner ‘glorifies God’ by giving back to area charities
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I  nside the colorful walls of a building along FM 
518 on the west side of League City sits Marinas 

Mexican Restaurant & Bar.
The eatery serves typical Mexican cuisine—tacos, 

enchiladas, fajitas, rice and beans—but for co-owners 
Moises Granados and Brent Robinson what sets the 
restaurant apart is its love of people.

Granados estimated he and Robinson know 98 per-
cent of the restaurant’s customers, and the co-owners 
go out of their way to make them feel at home.

“They know they can come and talk to one of us,” 
Granados said.

Robinson said there is a “Cheers” atmosphere at 
Marinas. The goal is to make customers feel like they 
are in a comfortable place with friendly people who 
know and engage with them, he said.

When new customers come in and sit by them-
selves, Robinson makes a point to introduce them to 
others. He asks customers’ names, how they got into 
their line of work and other questions to help him find 
others they might get along with. Robinson has seen 
strangers form relationships and conversations take 
off introducing newcomers to regulars, he said.

“It’s a familiar environment. Everyone knows your 
name,” Robinson said. “It’s a different vibe.”

With that familiarity comes flexibility. Employees 

work with customers to cater to their specific tastes 
and tailor meals to what they want, Granados said.

Some customers are well-known enough that cooks 
will have their meals ready before they order it, he 
said.

“I like to go somewhere and just feel well-known,” 
Granados said. “I think a lot of people just don’t 
wanna think; they don’t wanna make decisions.”

Marinas’ staff does it for them, Granados said.
The original Marinas, named for Granados’ mother, 

opened in 1996 in New Braunfels. When Granados, 
who already had restaurant experience, met Robin-
son, a chef, over 15 years ago they thought they could 
complement each other’s strengths and opened the 
second Marinas location in June 2004, Granados said.

Since opening Granados and Robinson have seen 
League City grow, but there is still a shortage of stand-
alone restaurants on the west side. Their establish-
ment helps fill that gap, the co-owners said.

The restaurant has a closed patio space, which is 
a plus for parents who want to grab a beer and not 
worry too much about their children wandering off. 
Marinas also has a meeting space for the community 
to use free of charge.

“We’d rather serve the community than make 
$200,” Robinson said. “It’s a home.”

BY JAKE MAGEE

Marinas Mexican Restaurant & Bar
Longtime friends use eatery to help others form relationships

Marinas Mexican Restaurant & Bar

3500 FM 518, League City

281-338-1888

www.eatatmarinas.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., 
Sun. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
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DINING FEATURE

Friends Brent Robinson (left) and Moises Granados opened Marinas in June 2004 after meeting over 15 years ago.

THREE DISHES TO TRY

The stuffed avocado ($11) is filled with beef or chicken 
and then battered, fried and topped with cream sauce.

The fish tacos ($12) are corn tortillas stuffed with fillets, 
slathered in butter sauce and topped with vegetables.

The guacamole martini ($6) is topped with fresh garlic, 
lime and pico de gallo and served in a martini glass.

2018/19 SEASON Presented by Opus Ocean Grille

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 12, 2018 
Annie Moses Band 

Sponsored in part by National Endowment for the Arts

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 18, 2018 
Riders in the Sky

FRIDAY, JAN. 18, 2019
Kristen Hertzenberg

THURSDAY, JAN. 31, 2019
Peacocks and Porches

THURSDAY, FEB. 7, 2019
Mercury: Mozart Symphonies 

Sponsored in part by Texas Commission on the Arts

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2019
Rockapella

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS TODAY  www.uhcl.edu/bayoutheater or 281-283-2065

UPCOMING SHOWS



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com20

CONTACT ME
FOR A  FREE

MARKET 
ANALYSIS!

Home sale help!
Home sale help!

 Find the 
perfect home

Providing the 
service you 
deserve and 

the experience 
you can trust. 

RICHARD B. PARR 
REALTOR

281-300-0175
rbparr@cbunited.com

Happy Holidays and I look forward to serving all
your real estate needs in 2019!

MONTESSORI OF 
DOWNTOWN 
15625 Space Center 
Blvd., Clear Lake

I N FA N T  T H R O U G H E L E M E N TA R Y
www.montessoridowntown.com
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Space Center Blvd.

CALL US 281-488-7599

Programs include: School of Infants, School of Toddlers, Pre-Primary, Elementary

NURTURING “SELF-NURTURING “SELF-
INSPIRED” LEARNERS INSPIRED” LEARNERS 
IN A CHILD CENTERED IN A CHILD CENTERED 
ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT End of Year 

Scholarship 
offered for 

all NEW 
Enrollments
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INDEPENDENT LIVING  includes social 
activities and community spaces but 
sometimes no meal or medical services. 

ASSISTED LIVING  offers everything 
from medical to housekeeping services. 
They are often included in units that also 
offer memory care. 

MEMORY CARE  facilities offer services 
such as reminiscence therapy that work 
to restore or maintain a patient’s memory.

HOSPICE CARE  is offered for those 
facing diagnoses that leave them with six 
months or less to live. The person must 
decide not to choose further curative 
treatment.

SKILLED NURSING  facilities provide 
nursing care and rehabilitation services to 
people with illnesses, injuries or disabili-
ties who often need extensive care.

GUIDE

As the population of senior adults continues to grow nationwide, demand is increasing for 
senior-living communities and support. The following list is not comprehensive, but it is 
intended to present information on a number of facilities and resources in one place.

COMPILED BY JAKE MAGEE AND GIOVANN ROSALES   DESIGNED BY AUBREY GALLOWAY

A noncomprehensive guide to senior living

INDEPENDENT LIVING

1  Brookdale Clear Lake
780 W.  Bay Area Blvd. ,  Webster
281-316-9055
www.brookdale.com

2  Chesapeake Bay Luxury Senior 
Community
2300 Repsdorph Road,  Seabrook
281-957-9488
www.chesapeakebayluxuryliving.com

9  Regal Estates of League City
500 Enterprise Ave. ,  League City
281-675-2027
www.seniorlifestyle.com

10  The Shores at Clear Lake
19400 Space Center Blvd. ,  Houston
281-823-8088
www.theshoresatclearlake.com
Also offers memory care

MEMORY CARE

11  Autumn Leaves of Clear Lake
14225 Crescent Landing Drive,  Houston
281-938-2800
www.autumnleaves.com

12  The Cottages at Clear Lake 
450 Landing Blvd. ,  League City 
281-661-1446
www.alzcottages.com

13  Light Heart Memory Care
1615  Bowline Road,  Houston
281-282-0770
www.lightheartmemorycare.com

HOSPICE CARE

14  Absolute Hospice
700 2nd St. ,  Ste.  B,  League City
409-440-8199
www.absolutehospice.com

15  Heart to Heart Hospice
16441 Space Center Blvd., Ste. C300, Houston
713-984-2100
www.hearttohearthospice.com

16  Hospice Plus
18333 Egret Bay Blvd., Ste. 148,  
Houston
281-532-6498
www.hospiceplus.net

SKILLED NURSING

17  Regency Village
409 Greene St. ,  Webster
281-332-4738
www.regencyvillagecare.net

18  Regent Care Center
2620 W.  Walker St. ,  League City
281-309-5400
www.regentcare.biz

Def initions

Living

3  Heartis Clear Lake 
14520 Hwy.  3 ,  Webster 
281-488-0762
www.heartis.com
Also offers assisted l iving and 
memory care

4  The Delaney at South Shore
2605 Marina Bay Drive,  League City
281-907-8935
www.thedelaneyatsouthshore.com
Also offers assisted l iving and 
memory care

5  The Villas at El Dorado
220 W. El Dorado Blvd., Friendswood
281-286-0900

6  Lake Haven Apartment Homes
1051  Columbia Memorial Parkway, 
Kemah
281-538-5559
www.havencommunities.com

ASSISTED LIVING

7  The Crossings
255 N.  Egret Bay Blvd. ,  League City
281-525-4320
www.mrcthecrossings.org

8  Orchard Park at Victory Lakes
2760 W.  Walker St. ,  League City
281-942-4078
www.orchardparkatvictorylaked.com
Also offers memory care
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Senior
Demographics

Percentage of population age 65 and older:

11.5% 14.5%

StateBAY AREA National

Projection
In 2035 for the first time 
in U.S. history the number 
of people age 65 and older 
will outnumber those age 
64 and younger. 

SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

9.3%
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 CONTINUED FROM 1

If things go according to plan both 
projects will happen without costing 
taxpayers a dime. In fact the develop-
ments could end up relieving taxpay-
ers, officials said.

“It’s epic,” Livingston said.

EPICENTER LEAGUE CITY

Western Spherical Developers plans 
to turn the existing sportsplex at Hwy. 
96 and I-45 into Epicenter League City, 
an entertainment hub that aims to 
attract regional visitors and generate 
additional property and sales tax rev-
enue for the city, Livingston said.

The main attractions, or anchors, 
for the hub are the convention center 
and amphitheater, both of which will 
be able to host conferences, musical 
performances and professional sports, 
including baseball and hockey, West-
ern Spherical Developers President 
David Miles said.

Those anchors will attract other 
developments, such as offices, shops, 
restaurants and hotels, all of which 
will work together to make the hub a 
destination for League City residents 
and regional visitors, Miles said.

“The name of this game is to keep 
events in this project so [visitors] will 
shop and eat in the hotels and spend 
money in League City,” he said.

League City often residents often go 
to Webster, Houston or other commu-
nities to spend money on entertain-
ment, creating a “local retail leakage,” 
but Epicenter League City will change 
that, Livingston said.

“Instead of having leakage now we 
have a surplus,” he said.

The city has struck similar eco-
nomic development deals in the past, 
such as the creation of Pinnacle Park 
and South Shore Harbour Resort and 
Conference Center.

But Epicenter League City has the 
potential to put the city on the map 
and take it to the next level in terms 

of future growth, said David Hoover, 
League City’s director of planning and 
development.

“This thing is really gonna blow all 
those things out of the water. It’s the 
kinda thing that, we believe, will put 
us into that next phase with the A 
teams, the big leagues,” Hoover said. 
“The word I used is ‘game changer.’”

Pending any changes the $460 mil-
lion project will be done at the devel-
oper’s expense. The new develop-
ments will add property tax revenue 
to the city, and the visitors the devel-
opment attracts will add to the city’s 
sales tax revenue, officials said.

“It’s our goal to not have any of the 
city’s money in it,” Hoover said.

The University of Texas Medical 
Branch League City Campus Hospi-
tal is adjacent to the planned hub. 
Tentative plans include UTMB build-
ing offices and living quarters for its 
staff along the perimeter of Epicenter 
League City.

As part of the deal Western Spheri-
cal Developers will get some return on 
its investment. Under House Bill 2445, 
which the Texas Legislature passed 
in June 2017, the city will receive a 

reimbursement on some state taxes 
as a result of the new development, 
and it will forward that refund onto 
the developer, Hoover and Livingston 
said.

Pending a development agreement 
that should be signed next month, 
work on the hub will be underway 
within a year, officials said.

NEW SPORTSPLEX

Not only will residents get a new 
entertainment hub, but those who use 
the Chester L. Davis Sportsplex will 

see an upgrade as well.
Because Western Spherical Develop-

ers is building at the site of the sports-
plex, the developer will build a new, 
bigger sportsplex on Ervin Avenue on 
the west side of I-45. The new sports-
plex will be built before the existing 
one is demolished, officials said.

“It’s most important to us to have 
[no] interruption to the youth sports 
[so] they are able to seamlessly grow 
into the new location,” Miles said.

When asked why Western Spherical 
Developers chose the spot it did for its 

SOURCES: CITY OF LEAGUE CITY, WESTERN SPHERICAL 
DEVELOPERS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

CONCESSION STANDS

VOLLEYBALL COURTS

SOCCER FIELDS

BASEBALL FIELDS

BLEACHERS

BATTING CAGES

As part of an agreement a new, bigger 
sportsplex will be built on League City’s 
south side to replace the existing one.

Not only is the current sportsplex at 
capacity, but many of its fields are 
outdated and not up to regulation.

The new sportsplex will be built on 
a bigger plot of land and include 14 
additional fields compared to the 
current sportsplex. The project will 
cost an estimated $30 million. 

Current sportsplex

New sportsplex

League City sportsplex

Makeover

NN
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gonna open up some space,” King 
said. “There’s a lot more fields.”

TRAFFIC AND DRAINAGE CONCERNS

Despite the apparent benefits the 
developer and city officials are touting 
not everyone is excited about Epicen-
ter League City or the new sportsplex.

Some residents openly fear the new 
development will increase traffic to 
League City. Mobility issues are one of 
residents’ greatest concerns, accord-
ing to a recent citywide survey.

Hoover expects Epicenter League 
City will increase traffic, but that is the 
goal, he said. League City is growing, 
and the objective is to draw more visi-
tors in, Hoover said.

Other residents are concerned Epi-
center League City will lead to more 
drainage issues, another huge prob-
lem in the city. Replacing dirt-and-
grass fields with concrete and steel 
could lead to more flooding choke-
points, residents have said.

“This is not gonna work,” resident 
Harold Powell told city officials during 
a recent meeting. “You’re gonna have 
people bailing out of this community 
like you’ve never seen if you keep this 
up.”

Miles said Epicenter League City 
will be pedestrian and bicycle friendly 
to offset traffic congestion and will 
include “green infrastructure” to help 
mitigate drainage issues.

“Those definitely are a priority on 
our list,” he said.

Stem has heard some parents com-
plain it will take longer to get their 
children to practice at the new sports-
plex because it is farther south than 
the existing sportsplex. The new 
sportsplex will still be located near the 
interstate, Stem said.

“If my drive is another 5-6 minutes, 
I’m OK with that,” she said.

development despite the fact it was 
the site of a sportsplex, Miles said it 
was their top pick.

“League City was always on our 
radar,” Miles said. “This location kept 
coming back as our first option.”

Presidents of athletic leagues that 
use the sportsplex are excited for the 
new facility. The current sportsplex is 
cramped and outdated, they said.

Philicia Stem is the president of 
League City Little League. With 800 
children on dozens of teams that can 
use only four baseball fields Stem has 

to turn away anywhere from 20-40 
children who want to play each sea-
son. There is not enough room to 
accommodate everyone who wants to 
play, Stem said.

“I just hate turning them away,” she 
said.

Additionally, the availability of 
only four fields has led to schedul-
ing conflicts on game days. The new 
sportsplex will allow League City Lit-
tle League to use eight baseball fields, 
effectively doubling how many the 
league uses now, Stem said.

“Obviously it’s gonna take care of 
the kids we’ve had to turn away, … and 
it’s gonna allow us to schedule the 
games better,” she said. “It just gives 
us a little bit of a safety net.”

Darren King is the president of the 
southern division of the Houston 
Dynamo/Dash Youth Soccer Club. He 
also has noticed cramped conditions, 
and some of the soccer fields his ath-
letes play on are not up to regulation. 
The new sportsplex will fix those 
problems, he said.

“The size of this new facility is 

HOTELS

CONVENTION 
COMPLEX

CONVENTION COMPLEX 
$101M

RESTAURANTS 
$63M

RETAIL 
$167M

HOTELS 
$80M

INFRASTRUCTURE 
$11.75M

WATER FEATURES 
$7.25M

Epicenter League City is a $460 
million deal that includes a 
convention center, arenas for 
professional sports, hotels, 
restaurants and more. City officials 
expect the development to attract 
visitors from all over the regional 
area and boost the city’s tax 
revenue.

Planned epicenter

Budget

For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.

breakdown

PARKING

OFFICES

WATER 
FEATURES

LIVE/WORK 
VILLAGE

RETAIL/ 
RESTAURANTS

With Profi le® by Sanford® - League City, TX, 
you’ll receive customized coaching on putting 
together the pieces of a healthy lifestyle, 
courtesy of our Certifi ed Profi le Coaches. 
We’ll help you learn how to choose supportive 
foods, stay active and move more, and develop 
healthy habits to manage emotions and stress.

2875 E League City Pkwy., 
Suite 350 
League City, TX 77573
281-672-9040

3141 FM 528, Suite 358 
Friendswood, TX 77546
346-271-1060

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 

Find out why profi le works at www.profi leplan.com

NOW OPEN IN LEAGUE CITY
You can do this!

NUTRITION 
COACHING

WEIGHT 
LOSS &
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comment until Jan. 9 and has already 
drawn comments from stakeholders 
and environmental groups, who ques-
tion the plan’s ecosystem effects. 

In 2021 the study is expected to go 
before federal lawmakers, who will 
need to commit to as much as $31.8 
billion to implement it over the next 
several decades.

Despite the price tag Texas Land 
Commissioner George P. Bush, whose 
office funded the study, said he is opti-
mistic the political climate is in the its 
favor.   

“More progress has been made in the 
last four years than any point. There’s 
a need to act now,” Bush told Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper. 

THE PLAN

The Army Corps’ study drew on all 
available data and concepts, including 
those produced by the Gulf Coast Com-
munity Protection District, the Texas 
A&M University at Galveston and Rice 
University’s Severe Storm Prediction, 
Education and Evacuation from Disas-
ters Center.

“We’re in general agreement with 
the strategy; the army is taking it seri-
ously and did some good work here,” 
said Bill Merrell, the TAMUG professor 
of marine sciences who was the first to 
propose a barrier system in 2009. 

For this $19 million study, the most 
expensive in the agency’s portfo-
lio, the corps also had a much bigger 
scope, addressing the entire Gulf Coast 
and not just the bay, said Kelly Burks-
Copes, the project manager for the 
study with the Army Corps. 

“And our study, unlike others, is tied 
to a mechanism, the Corps, that can 
get funding and build,” she said. 

On top of previous studies’ data the 
Corps also ran computer models simu-
lating a wide range of scenarios. 

“We generated a huge range of storms 
with different tracks and speeds result-
ing in different levels of flooding, rang-
ing from Category 1 to Category 5, to 
assess the effectiveness of the barrier 
at different points. Even a 10,000-year 
event was modeled,” Burks-Copes said. 

The study considered several varia-
tions of levees and gate systems, but 
based on a cost-benefit analysis, only 
one plan emerged, Burks-Copes said. 

The study calls for building a 
1,200-foot-wide storm-surge gate 
between Galveston Island and the Boli-
var Peninsula, adding 25 miles of levees 
along the peninsula, raising Galves-
ton’s existing 17-foot seawall by 4 feet, 
and adding another 13.5 miles of levees 
west of the seawall. One section of levee 

 CONTINUED FROM 1

is proposed to create a ring around the 
east side of Galveston Island, protecting 
its bay side from storm surge as well. 
This incorporates many of the ideas put 
forward by the first “Ike Dike” proposal 
as well as the 2015 GCCPD study.

In addition to these hard infrastruc-
ture projects, the draft identifies nine 
ecosystem restoration efforts through-
out the coastline to reverse beach ero-
sion, revitalize marsh land and replace 
lost oyster reefs at a total estimated cost 
of up to $11.87 billion—almost half of 
which would be for beach restoration 
alone. These projects are intended to 
improve the landscape’s resiliency—
not only to withstand storm surge but 
also the projected relative sea-level rise 
over the next 50 years.

Without the barrier, the coast could 
expect to absorb about $3.1 billion in 
storm damage every year, according 
to the Corps. Hurricane Ike in 2008 
caused about $30 billion in damage, 
most of which from storm surge. With 
the coastal plan fully implemented, 
estimated damages would drop to 
$1.82 billion a year, or a 40 percent 
reduction, according to the report.  

There could be even more benefit 
with some fine tuning, Merrell said. His 
group plans to submit recommenda-
tions for a second storm-surge gate at 

San Luis Pass and moving levees closer 
to the coast to protect more properties. 

ENVIRONMENTAL-ECONOMIC EFFECTS

Despite the planned environmental 
strategies the draft plan is light on the 
details when it comes to the potential 
impact the entire project would have 
on the Galveston Bay ecosystem, said 
Jordan Macha, executive director for 
Bayou City Waterkeeper. 

“We’ve been raising this concern 
from the beginning. There is not 
enough detail on what the project will 
do for salinity and the specific plant 
and animal impacts,” Macha said. 

Constructing a large storm surge 
gate at one of the points where the gulf 
meets the bay—at Bolivar Peninsula—
will affect the flow of salt water into 
fresh water, which is critical to oys-
ters and other species that hold up the 
entire bay ecosystem, she said. 

“We need to know what will happen, 
not what could happen. … We can’t give 
adequate comments on an inadequate 
plan. We still have a lot of questions,” 
Macha said.  

According to Burks-Copes, the study 
was the first to assess these impacts.

“There is a serious concern that 
putting anything in the water would 
restrict the flow, so in those situations 

we evaluated the potential change and 
what would need to be offset,” she said. 
“We work very closely with the agencies 
who have those habitats, like the [U.S.] 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and we have 
an interagency team that talks through 
proposed plans to look at potential 
impacts.” 

The waterkeeper group has put for-
ward alternatives, such as emphasizing 
dune restoration and buying out prop-
erty to return it to its natural state rather 
than building hard infrastructure. More 
than a dozen other groups, including 
the Galveston Bay Foundation and the 
Sierra Club, back these ideas.

“We should be allowing nature to act 
as the barrier island, as it was before,” 
Macha said. 

The organization also questions pro-
tecting industry with taxpayer dollars.

“We understand there’s a huge com-
mercial and industrial sector that needs 
to be protected, but their line of defense 
should be to armor themselves. … They 
can build levees, too,” Macha said.

Indeed, the area is home to among 
the largest ports in the U.S. and a mas-
sive petrochemical footprint, which is 
responsible for producing 80 percent of 
the fuel for the U.S. military, 60 percent 
of the nation’s aviation fuel and 27 per-
cent of its gasoline.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers estimates this plan would 
reduce annual damage costs by 40 percent but could need 
as much as $31.8 billion to fully implement and over $130 
million a year to maintain. In addition to a large storm-surge 
gate, the plan also includes environmental projects. 

The Bay Area is a critical energy provider for the U.S., supplying:

COASTAL BARRIER PROJECTS:

ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION

$19.87 BILLION

$11.87 BILLION

Legend
Storm surge gate
Levees and floodgates
Ecosystem restoration
Seawall improvements
Refineries

SOURCES: U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BAY AREA HOUSTON ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Port Mansfield/Padre Island

Dredging of the port channel, 
rebuilding a bird sanctuary 
island, reducing erosion

Redfish Bay/Corpus Christi

Rebuilding six barrier islands 
within the bay, encouraging 
oyster growth, adding jetties

South Padre Island

Renourishing existing beaches 
and dunes and filling in 
additional sand berms 

East Matagorda Bay

Rebuilding a barrier island that 
protects shoreline, nourishing 
marshes and building jetties

Brazoria County shoreline 

Replenishing beach sand and 
dunes, building jetties and 
growing the oyster population

Matagorda Bay area

Constructing rock jetties in 
Keller Bay, creating an oyster 
reef in Lavaca Bay

27% of gasoline

60% of aviation fuel

80% of military-grade fuel

NMap not to scale 5
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Most of the hard 
infrastructure 
is proposed to 
protect Galveston 
Island and the bay, 
including the major 
components of the 
“Ike Dike” plan.
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Attend a community meeting: The 
Bay Area public meeting will be held 
at 5:30 p.m. Dec. 18 at the Bay Area 
Community Center, 5002 E. NASA 
Parkway, Seabrook. 

Write a letter: To USACE, Galveston 
District, Attn: Ms. Jennifer Morgan, 
Environmental Compliance Branch, 
Regional Planning and Environmental 
Center, P.O. Box 1229, Galveston, 
TX 77553-1229. Comments must be 
postmarked by Jan. 9, 2019.

Send an email: The official address is 
coastaltexas@usace.army.mil

SOURCES: TEXAS ALMANAC, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, TEXAS 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

1875: The city of Galveston 
asks the state of Texas to 

fund a seawall for protection 
following a hurricane that 

almost wiped out the town of 
Indianola. It refused.

1904: With completion of the 
seawall, part of the island was 

protected by a 3-mile-long 
concrete barrier.

1900: The Great 
Galveston Hurricane 
devastated the island, 
leaving 6,000 or more 
dead in its wake.

1910: After almost seven 
years 500 Galveston city 
blocks had been raised from 
a few inches to more than 
16 feet.

1800 1900 2000

BEARING THE BRUNT

HOW TO
PROVIDE

FEEDBACK

The Galveston Bay area and the Texas 
Gulf Coast are frequent hurricane targets, 
leading to a variety of barriers and other 
strategies to defend against them. The 
latest effort has been underway for almost 
a decade and could take several more years 
to come to fruition. 

Merrell, who as a research professor 
first pitched the idea of an “Ike Dike,” 
disagrees, saying the biggest benefi-
ciary of coastal protection will be the 
rapidly growing population that lives 
and works around the bay. 

“The industry leaders get this: If a 
storm wreaks havoc people can’t get to 
work. We don’t want to ruin the struc-
ture of the community. We need to pro-
tect everybody: infrastructure, hospi-
tals, schools—we all pay for it anytime 
it goes down,” Merrell said. 

An added upside is once the sys-
tem is built insurance costs will drop 
or go away completely for those living 

behind it, Mitchell said.
“When this goes in, it removes a big 

red ‘X’ off the region. Development 
becomes more likely; you’ll see values 
go up,” he said.  

FAVORABLE CLIMATE

Assuming no delays, the plan will be 
finalized and eligible for federal fund-
ing in 2021. Before then, lawmakers in 
Austin will need to establish an entity 
for maintaining all the new infrastruc-
ture, which could cost over $130 mil-
lion a year, Burks-Copes said.

If a local partner does not step up 
to provide maintenance, the project 

cannot move forward, she said. 
“The Army Corps is watching to see 

how the state responds,” Bush said, 
but he expressed confidence the state 
Legislature will make progress when 
the session kicks off in January. 

“With the potential with [Dennis] 
Bonnen as the next speaker, you have 
Houston-area folks at the governor’s 
office, the lieutenant governor’s office 
and the speaker of the House. They 
understand coast issues in a way some 
previous leaders may have not,” Bush 
said. “We feel it’s incumbent to have 
legislation in this session to create a 
sponsor entity to operate and maintain 

the system.”
Part of the coastal system has 

already received Congressional autho-
rization. A bill signed by President 
Donald Trump in August addressed 
dozens of disaster mitigation projects 
on the books, including $4 billion for 
62 miles of levees and dune restoration 
from Sabine Pass to Galveston Bay. 

The recent progress has been good to 
see, Merrell said.

“As you can imagine, my patience 
has been wearing thin,” he said.

2018: A draft of the Coastal 
Texas Study is released for public 
comment. 

2021: Final study will be 
shared with federal, state 
and local elected officials 
and may be considered for 
federal funding.

2000 20202010

2009: Professor Bill Merrell at Texas A&M-Galveston 
proposes an “Ike Dike,” a 60-mile-long, 17-foot-high 

wall protecting the Bay Area. 

2015: The Texas General Land Office and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers begin 
work on the Coastal Texas Study to look at 
comprehensive protection along the coast. 

2008: Galveston receives another blow, 
this time from Hurricane Ike, which had 
a Category 5 storm surge and caused 
$29.5 billion in damage. 

1961: Hurricane Carla makes landfall 
near Victoria, Texas, bringing a 22-foot 
storm surge and causing $300 million 
worth of damage.

For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.

Did you know?
Your fl exible spending dollars can 
be used for glasses and contacts!

Don’t lose your benefi ts. Visit us today!

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY IN THE BAY AREA SINCE 1996

For more information, visit our website at COASTALEYEASSOCIATES.COM  or call (281) 488-7213

Coastal Eye Associates offers 
complete and comprehensive eye care 

for you and your entire family. 
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Mayor Sylvester Turner said.
City officials are considering 

laying off hundreds of firefight-
ers and police officers to make 
ends meet, but first the city will 
see if Proposition B is legal.

The Houston City Council 
on Nov. 28 narrowly approved 
spending up to $500,000 to 
hire a legal firm to determine if 
Proposition B is legally valid. If 
so, layoffs would likely be nec-
essary, Turner said.

On Nov. 30 the Houston 
Police Officers’ Union sued 
in district court to stop the 
implementation of Proposition 
B, as some council members 
expected it would. The suit 
claims Proposition B is uncon-
stitutional and diminishes 
the police union’s bargaining 
power, according to Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper’s media 
partner ABC 13.

Despite city officials encour-
aging voters to shoot down 
Proposition B, which resulted 
from a petition from the Hous-
ton Professional Fire Fighters 
Association, both sides agree 
on at least one thing: The voters 
have clearly spoken.

“There’s no turning back,” 
said Dave Martin, Houston City 
Council District E member, who 
represents the Clear Lake area.

CONTROVERSIAL VOTE

For weeks leading up to 
Nov. 6 city officials, including 
Turner and Martin, encouraged 
residents to vote against Propo-
sition B, which would give fire-
fighters a 25 percent raise.

There are four Houston fire 
stations in the Clear Lake area: 
Fire Stations No. 71, No. 72, No. 
93 and No. 94.

Turner said firefighters had 
turned down several smaller 
proposed raises in recent years. 
The loss of several smaller 
raises caused Houston firefight-
ers to seek a much larger raise 

all at once, Martin said.
Turner recently negotiated 

pay raises with municipal 
workers, police and firefighters. 
Municipal workers will receive 
a 3 percent raise spread out 
over the next three years. Police 
will receive a 7 percent raise 
over three years, he said.

The city offered firefighters 
a 9.5 percent raise over three 
years that the firefighters union 
has rejected, Turner said.

HPFFA President Marty 
Lancton denied Turner’s claim 
and declined to elaborate.

Lancton said after contract 
negotiations fell through, 
Proposition B resulted from a 
petition of 60,000 signatures 
from residents who wanted to 
vote to determine if firefighters’ 
pay should be equal to police 
officers’. The petition required 
only 20,000 signatures to be 
put on the ballot, Lancton said.

“The city put arguably every 
roadblock that you could possi-
bly put up, and that was over-
come,” he said of the petition.

Firefighters, their families 
and Houston Fire Depart-
ment supporters showed up 
to polling locations in droves 
to encourage voters to support 
Proposition B, Martin said.

However, Martin said fire-
fighters did not give voters the 
full truth: Proposition B pass-
ing will result in huge budget 
cuts, possibly including layoffs 
of city employees.

Voters approved Proposition 
B with 59 percent of voters in 
favor of it. Martin predicted vot-
ers would approve Proposition 
B by 60 percent, he said.

“I figured that was gonna 
happen because everyone likes 
firefighters, including me,” 
Martin said.

Even Fire Chief Sam Peña 
opposed Proposition B, saying 
firefighters’ raises must be done 
responsibly to not adversely 
affect emergency services.
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The starting salary for firefighters 
is lower in Houston than the other 
four largest cities in Texas.

Comparing Houston 

DALLAS
$49,207

HOUSTON
$40,170

AUSTIN
 $52,070

FORT WORTH
 $53,477

SAN ANTONIO
 $52,164

SOURCES: HOUSTON 
PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS 
ASSOCIATION, HOUSTON POLICE 
OFFICERS’ UNION, HOUSTON 
FIRE DEPARTMENT/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

HOUSTON

STATS

THAT

SCORCH

City officials 
estimate 
Proposition B 
could cost the 
city between 
$85 million-$98 
million in the first 
year.

Houston officials 
said about  
700-800 city 
employees will 
be laid off to 
cover the cost of 
the proposition.

Houston Mayor 
Sylvester Turner 
has said the city is 
open to offering 
firefighters a 9.5 
percent raise.*

SOURCE: CITY OF HOUSTON/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

City of Houston 
officials estimate 
firefighters 
make about 
25 percent 
less than police 
officers.

25% 9.5% PROPOSITION B 
PAY PARITY

HOUSTON FIREFIGHTERS

$43,528-$52,644
Firefighter

$55,333-$72,966
Police officer

$89,220-$93,779
Police sergeant

$64,273 
Captain, communications, 

inspector, investigator, 
fifth- through ninth-year 

mechanics

$40,170
Probationary firefighter

$61,310 
Third- and fourth-year 

engineer operators

$74,293-$81,349 
Senior police officer

$42,000
Probationary police officer

HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS

Under Proposition B, Houston firefighters will receive a pay increase to 
match the salary of city police officers that hold similar rank and seniority.









“I can’t afford to lose any fire-
fighters,” he said.

Not all voters may have real-
ized the effect approving Propo-
sition B will have, but they will 
when police response times 
increase and potholes take lon-
ger to get fixed, Martin said.

City officials have said sev-
eral times they are against 
Proposition B not because 
they believe firefighters do not 
deserve raises but because a 
25 percent raise across 4,000 
employees is devastating to the 
city’s bottom line.

Additionally, city officials do 
not believe firefighters should 
have pay equal to police offi-
cers because they are different 
jobs with different require-
ments and workloads.

Martin said firefighters work 
five 24-hour shifts a month 
compared to the 40 hours a 
week police officers work. Part 
of firefighters’ shifts includes 
sleeping, Martin said.

Lancton disagreed, saying 
firefighters work an average of 
46.7 hours a week, often with-
out overtime pay. Firefighters in 
other major cities, such as Dal-
las, Chicago and New York City, 
have pay parity with police 
departments, Lancton said.

“We should ensure we are 
compensating and treating 
brave firefighters and paramed-
ics ... and we are valuing their 
service and sacrifice the same 
as police officers,” he said.

LEGAL QUESTIONS

The city used the petition’s 
language as written and placed 
it on the ballot, which has led 
to some questions, Martin said.

The ballot language does not 
say when the raises will go into 
effect or if they will happen 
immediately or be phased in, 
he said. It was the city’s respon-
sibility to write legal and valid 
ballot language, Lancton said.

Lancton believes the 

collective bargaining process 
could be the best way to reach 
a decision, and the union 
remains committed to working 
with anyone to see Proposition 
B through, Lancton said.

Regardless of how the lan-
guage is interpreted, the voters 
clearly supported giving fire-
fighters a raise, so the city will 
follow their will one way or 
another, Martin said.

“The voters have spoken,” he 
said.

How the city will pay for the 
raises is unknown. Officials, 
including Turner, have floated 
the idea of layoffs.

“Quite frankly, that’s the only 
way you can do it,” Turner said.

Other options could be tax 
increases or amending the 
budget and cutting from other 

departments, Martin said.
Martin is not in favor of 

either; it is not appropriate to 
cut from departments other 
than the fire department to pay 
for the raises, he said.

“We made the budget, we 
voted on it, and we don’t have 
the ability to raise revenue to 
pay for it unless people want us 
to enact a tax increase, and I’m 
not a big fan of tax increases,” 
Martin said.

Martin said Proposition B 
passing could have ramifica-
tions years down the road.

“Once we open up Pandora’s 
box … who’s the next one to 
come ask us for pay parity?” he 
said.

*LANCTON DISPUTES THIS RAISE WAS EVER FORMALLY OFFERED.

For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.
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HOMES SOLD  (OCTOBER 2018)

Number of homes sold/Average days on the market

Price range 77058 77059 77062 77565 77573

$149,999 or less - - - - -

$150,000-$199,999 1/33 3/34 6/65 - 17/46

$200,000-$299,999 9/119 10/71 40/68 6/149 108/75

$300,000-$399,999 14/80 26/236 10/135 11/184 136/126

$400,000-$499,999 1/124 24/366 6/110 3/505 45/139

$500,000-$599,999 2/168 5/8 0/0 4/170 11/200

$600,000-$799,999 0/0 20/355 0/0 15/232 17/245

$800,000-$999,999 0/0 1/26 0/0 6/422 4/458

$1 million + 0/0 0/0 1/146 8/472 6/386

MARKET DATA

Price 77058 77059 77062 77565 77573

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN OCTOBER  2017 VS.  2018

+52%

-7.34%

-4.79%

+67.6%

+2.3%

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOODREAL ESTATE

$265,000

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$111$7,784 33

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 10/22/2018

11 5

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

4 bedroom / 2.5 bath 2,703 sq. ft. $269,900    
Deborah Chaney  
The Realty Partnership 713-254-9292

5 bedroom / 3.5 bath 3,803 sq. ft. $334,900 
JoLynn Gertson 
Keller Williams Realty – Clear Lake 281-335-0335

RECENT LISTINGS

5 bedroom / 3 bath 2,458 sq. ft. $269,900
Krystyna Fennelly   
Bay Area Elite Properties 832-643-7451

5 bedroom / 2.5 bath     2,880 sq. ft. $289,900 
Misty Martinez 
Ryson Real Estate 409-740-1600

2521 Sandvalley Way

2197 Longspur Lane

2132 Lakewind Lane

2146 Brittany Colony Drive

77565

77573

77059

77062

N

77058

45

225

146

518

Brittany Lakes is a neighborhood located on 
the west side of League City. Development of 
Brittany Lakes started in the late 1990s and was 
completed in 2009. Some of the amenities this 
neighborhood has are miles of tree-lined walking 
trails and three lakes, the largest of which is home 
to ducks, geese and cranes and is a great spot for 
boating and catch-and-release fishing. 

Build-out year: 2009

Builders include: K. Hovnanian, Gehan 
Homes, Plantation Homes, Village Builders, 
Perry Homes

Square footage: 1,500-3,900

Home values: $225,000-$335,000

HOA dues (estimated): $520 annually

Amenities: pool, splash pad, recreation 
center, three playgrounds, tennis court, 
walking trails, three lakes 
Schools: Bauerschlag Elementary School, 
Victory Lake Intermediate School, Clear 
Springs High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Galveston County 0.54615
Municipal Utility District 06 Landing 0.42000
Clear Creek ISD 1.40000
County Road/Flood 0.00575
League City 0.56500
Total (per $100 valuation) 2.93690

BRITTANY LAKES, 77573

Frank Sheehy 
Sr. Loan Offi  cer 
NMLS #213185

832-328-0210
fsheehy@integritymtgs.com

Eliminate the stress of selling 
your home...CALL NOW

(281) 549-6565
Krystyna Fennelly Nancy Anderson

Broker-REALTOR® Broker-REALTOR®



DEALS THIS MONTH

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
Transpro Transmissions .............................. 30

BEAUTY & FITNESS
Massage Heights ....................................... 30

DINING
Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers.... 31

Marinas Bakery .......................................... 30

Opus Ocean Grille ..................................... 30

The Rouxpour ............................................ 29

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Vern Insurance Group ................................ 31

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Receive a $20 Gift Certifi cate 
Purchase $100 in Gift Cards 

Best wine prices in town!
WINE SPECIALS ALL DAY/EVERY DAY

700 Baybrook Mall Dr Suite H100
Friendswood, TX 77546 
(Located at Baybrook Mall)

(281) 480-4052
TheRouxpour.com

HAPPY HOUR

Monday - Friday
3P-7P

LIVE MUSIC

Friday | 6P-9P
Sunday | 12P-3P

Book Your Holiday Party Today! 
PRIVATE DINING SPACE AVAILABLE 

Best CHARGRILLED OYSTERS
    IN TOWN

AWARD WINNING GUMBO
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Create custom treats for your special 
occasions or spoil yourself with delectable 

pastry.  Either way, we welcome you to 
come experience our passion, 

quality, and creativity.  

B A K E RY  &  E V E N T S

DECADENT. DELICIOUS.

3500 W. MAIN STREET  |  LEAGUE CITY, TX 77573  |  281-995-1655

DIVINE.

CHEF JAMES

Cupcake
WITH THE PURCHASE 

OF A DOZEN 
CUPCAKES

Free

How would a Massage 
or Facial feel today?

ONE HOUR 
SERVICE

AND NO 
ENROLLMENT FEE

Free service 
redeemable at end 

of 6 or 12 month 
agreement term

Free

BAYBROOK (next to Marshalls and Old Navy) 281.992.8888

Call us today!
281-332-5405
680 E. Nasa Parkway

Webster

Before you hit the road  
this holiday season,  
stop by for a  
Free Diagnostic Scan

transprotransmissions.net
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CONTACT US TODAY

Hyperlocal 
Advertising 

HERE FOR YOUR PRINT AND DIGITAL NEEDS

ADVERTISING@COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM

HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS
BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E

COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529

DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W.

KATY
24433 Katy Frwy

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978

SPRING
19370 Interstate 45

+ 21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND

20450 SW Frwy

PASADENA
4637 E. Sam Houston 

Parkway S.

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy

LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy SFULSHEAR

26806 FM 1093

COMING SOON - KINGWOOD + PORTER!

®

FREE CUSTARD COOKIE

®
FreddysUSA.com

®

COMING SOON - KINGWOOD + PORTER!

FREE CUSTARD COOKIE
Good for one cookie. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. Expires 2.28.2019. One per guest, per vi sit. Some restrictions may apply.

Give a gift, get a gift!

Get a FREE bottle of Freddy’s  
Famous Fry Sauce® or
Seasoning With a $25
Gift Card Purchase.

Valid at participating locations only.

Give a gift, get a gift!

Get a FREE bottle of Freddy’s  

®

Happy Holidays! Blown Away
By Insurance

Windstorm Rates?

It’s Simply A Better Deal

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Flood • Marine • Commercial • Umbrella

We Sell Flood Insurance!

281-922-1616
3311 Broadway, Pearland • www.verninsurancegroup.com

MANY SAVE 

$1,000+
It’s Your Money

We Have The Answer!
Windstorm & Homeowners All In One Policy! 

Don’t Pay For Two Policies 
When You Can Purchase One! 

Save Now!
Don’t Wait Until Your Policy Renews!

Your Unearned Premium Will Be Refunded 
By Your Previous Insurance Carrier.

Don’t Pay Unnecessary Rate Increases.
Call Our Offi ce & Save Today! Se habla español.

Don’t Pay Coastal Insurance Rates When Your Home 
Is Not On the Coast! 

TWIA Is NOT Your Only Option!

No Windstorm Inspection
(WPI8) NOT Required

Convenient Pay Plans
Written Through A-Rated Companies

Companion Policy Discounts
Comprehensive Policies, 

Including Full Water Coverage 

mvernjr@verninsurancegroup.com
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Baytown

Willowbrook

Texas Medical Center

West Houston-Katy

Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Clear Lake

OUTSMARTING CANCER 
TAKES  LEADING MEDICINE.

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, our teams of nationally recognized specialists are 
finding new ways to outsmart cancer, while delivering the most advanced treatments and 
comprehensive care available. From screenings to diagnosis and cutting-edge treatments, 
our leading cancer care is available at all seven locations across Greater Houston, so 
you can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/outsmartcancer or call 281.333.8899
to find a doctor in your area. 

Houston Methodist Cancer Center 
at Clear Lake
2060 Space Park Dr., Suite 112 
Nassau Bay, TX 77058


