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Study prioritized employer-driven solutions, but 2 years later, association has yet to form 

More Legacy traffic, but no quick fix
BY GAVIN PUGH

A key proposal outlined in a city of 
Plano-commissioned mobility study 
that city offi  cials expect would alle-
viate some future traffi  c congestion 
in the Legacy business area has hit a 
funding roadblock two years aft er the 
same study painted a grim portrait of 
projected traffi  c conditions. 

Plano ISD weighs options 
amid enrollment shortfall
BY DANIEL HOUSTON

When Plano ISD budgets for each upcoming school 
year, the process is informed by an array of informed 
estimates: How many students are going to return 
from last year? How large is the incoming kindergarten 
class? How do enrollment numbers aff ect the funding 
the district receives from the state?

When those estimates are incorrect, it can throw the 
budget off  by millions of dollars, as was the case this 
school year when hundreds fewer students enrolled 
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Below: Drivers begin to line up 
during their evening commutes 
heading southbound on Dallas 
Parkway near the intersection of 
Legacy Drive.
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Hundreds fewer students enrolled this year in Plano ISD 
schools than the district anticipated, following a trend 
of steady and predictable declines each year since 2013.
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As thousands of employees have 
taken to the roadways in recent years 
in the burgeoning employment cen-
ter, eff orts to seek funding to form a 
transportation management asso-
ciation, as recommended by Kim-
ley-Horn & Associates in their 2016 
mobility study, have been delayed.   

The North Central Texas Council 
of Governments, the policy-making 
body responsible for coordinating the 
distribution of transportation funds 
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town?  
Send it to plnnews@
communityimpact.com.

Rebecca Anderson
GENERAL MANAGER

randerson@communityimpact.com

Daniel Houston
EDITOR
dhouston@communityimpact.com

This month our Plano editor, Daniel 
Houston, reports there are considerably 
fewer students enrolled this school year 
in Plano ISD than the district had antici-
pated. 

Because of this the district’s finance 
department expects it will have to make 
up for a $3 million shortfall, requiring 
officials to discuss some difficult deci-
sions in order to balance the budget 
before the close of the school year. 

I’ve seen the effects of this on a small 
scale as our neighborhood elementary 
school now has 100 fewer students than 
in recent years. A few beloved teachers 
are no longer there due at least in part 
to changes in staffing needs at the local 

campus level. 
District officials are confident they 

can navigate the issues without disrupt-
ing the education of students. But it is 
currently unclear why the demographer’s 
numbers were so far off.

Does this reflect a larger shift in our 
city’s demographics? Or are more parents 
choosing alternative methods—such as 
charter schools, private schools, or home 
schooling—for their children’s educa-
tional needs? Let us know what you think 
of this story, which starts on Page 1. 

If you’ve read our paper and wondered 
how you can be part of the fun and mean-
ingful work we do each day, please drop 
me an email. We are hiring! 

The midterm elections have come and gone, and 
Collin County voters turned out in high numbers.

Elections administrator Bruce Sherbet told me the 
number of Collin County ballots cast on Election Day 
this year exceeded the totals from the 2016 presiden-
tial election. 

But it might surprise you to hear that 4 in 5 of 
the votes cast this year were done in early voting or 
through the mail-in process.

In total just over 289,000 county residents voted 
early or by mail-in this year in the weeks leading up 
to the final day of voting, dwarfing the nearly 64,000 
who showed up to the polls on Election Day. 

Although the county was still confirming final 
Election Day counts the last time I spoke with 
Sherbet, he said this year’s total compared favorably 
to the Election Day voting from 2016, when 60,587 
people turned out on the last day of voting.

For a full list of local results from the election, 
visit the special results page on our website, 
communityimpact.com/plano/vote.
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ASK THE EDITOR

An enrollment shortfall in Plano ISD
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IMPACTS

of appetizers and salads. Bellagreen also 
expects to open another location in Plano 
on Preston Road in February.  
www.bellagreen.com

RELOCATIONS

10  Chitos Authentic Mexican Restau-
rant closed on Oct. 16 its location at 3937 
N. Central Expressway, Ste. 100, Plano, 
to relocate to Main Street in Frisco. Chitos 
serves traditional Mexican dishes, such as 
gorditas, flautas and fajitas.  
www.chitosmexicanrestaurant.com

ANNIVERSARIES

11  One of Legacy West’s premier food 
destinations, Legacy Hall, celebrated 
its one-year anniversary Nov. 14 at 7800 
Windrose Ave., Plano. The three-story food 
hall houses dozens of restaurant concepts, 
including Knife Burger by celebrity chef 
John Tesar. Legacy Hall also includes an 
outdoor box garden, which doubles as a 
live-entertainment venue.  
https://legacyfoodhall.com

NOW OPEN

1  As of this edition’s print deadline, 
Atonement Lutheran Church planned to 
hold a grand opening celebration for its new 
Plano location Nov. 18 at 4412 Legacy Drive, 
Plano. The Lutheran church has operated 
out of Plano for decades and holds worship 
services at its new location at  
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. on Sundays.  
469-241-1270. www.atonement.org

2  Academy Fitness of Texas opened 
at the beginning of October at 8900 Ohio 
Drive, Ste. B. The fitness gym is outfitted 
with PRx Performance equipment and also 
includes a free weight and stretching area. 
Academy Fitness of Texas also houses a chi-
ropractor on-site and allows 24-hour access 
to its members. 214-308-9414.  
www.facebook.com/academyfitnessoftx

3  Sandman Hotel opened Nov. 7 at 
8451 Parkwood Blvd., Plano. The hotel 
is Canada-based Northland Properties 
Corp.’s first location in the United States. 
The hotel includes 233 rooms and an on-
site restaurant, Moxie’s Grill & Bar, which 

opened in September.  
www.sandmanhotels.com

4  Shumi Japanese opened Nov. 8 at 
the Shops at Legacy at 7161 Bishop Road, 
Ste. G2, Plano. The Japanese restaurant 
originated in New Jersey and offers a 
variety of sushi and sashimi as well as 
appetizers, entrees and dinner boxes.  
www.shumiomakase.com

5  As of this edition’s print deadline, 
Neighborhood Goods planned to hold a 
grand opening celebration Nov. 17 at 7300 
Windrose Ave., Ste. A130, Plano. Neighbor-
hood Goods is a new type of department 
store that will be stocked with brands such 
as MeUndies, Reese Witherspoon’s South-
ern-inspired clothing brand Draper James 
and more. The storefront will also house a 
restaurant. www.neighborhoodgoods.com

6  As of this edition’s print deadline, Dal-
las Running Co. expected to open Nov. 
18 at 7200 Bishop Road, Ste. D12, Plano. 
The sports clothing retailer uses Aetrex 3-D 
arch-scanning technology to offer custom-
ers shoes best-suited for their feet. Dallas 
Running Co. has a sister location in Fort 

Worth called Fort Worth Running Co.

7  TravisMathew opened Nov. 16 at 
5800 Legacy Drive, Ste. C4, Plano. The 
men’s clothing retailer sells activewear, 
button-up shirts, footwear and accesso-
ries. TravisMathew has other retail stores 
in California, Utah, Nevada and Arizona.  
www.travismathew.com

COMING SOON

8  Olivellas will open a new location in 
Plano by the end of 2018 at the Shops at 
Legacy, 7300 Lone Star Drive, Ste. C125, 
Plano. The pizza restaurant has locations 
throughout the North Texas area and spe-
cializes in Neapolitan-style pizza.  
www.olivellas.com

9  Bellagreen has pushed back the pro-
jected opening date for its new Plano loca-
tion, which will be located at The Shops at 
Legacy, 5717 Legacy Drive, Plano, into ear-
ly December. The restaurant describes its 
dining environment as “down-to-earth,” 
catering to people with specific dietary 
needs. The menu includes sandwiches, 
pizza, pasta, burgers, tacos, and a variety 
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 COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTON AND 
GAVIN PUGH

News or questions about Plano? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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FSA & HSA
� e Shops At Starwood
6959 Lebanon Rd Ste 104  | Frisco 
214.705.1116 | www.risioptique.com

Collin County’s Premier Independent Luxury Optical Boutique

469-214-4200
Se Habla Espanol

Local. 
Experienced. 
Independent. 

Your Neighbor. 

Our local offi ce is your local offi ce!
We are a few minutes away!  We share the same community 

and we drive a lot of the same roads.  It just makes more sense 
to do business with your neighbor at Sergeant Fi� y-Five.

2951 W. 15th Street Plano, TX 75075www.sgt55.com

THIS WINTER, SERGEANT FIFTY-FIVE COULD HELP YOU SAVE

ON HOME 
& AUTO 
INSURANCE

CALL TODAY TO FIND 
OUT HOW!

UP TO $500
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FEATURED IMPACT — NOW OPEN

B. Frank & Relish opened Nov. 7 at the Boardwalk at Granite Park, 5880 SH 121, Plano. 
The restaurant includes a wood-fired grill and menu items inspired from dishes around 
the world, including salads, fried chicken and Wagyu beef hot dogs. The restaurant also 
includes a drink menu with options such as whiskey, wine and other spirits as well as 
cocktails and beer and sake on tap. 214-210-2265. www.bfrankandrelish.com

CLOSINGS

12  Buffalo Bluez closed its Plano location 
Oct. 21 citing its inability to renew its lease 
at 4200 Legacy Drive, Plano. The burger 
restaurant had been open for six years. 
Buffalo Bluez also served wings, salads and 
fish platters.

13  Jasper’s Plano location announced 
Nov. 5 that it has closed. The closure of the 
restaurant coincided with the expiration of 
its lease at the Shops at Legacy, according 
to a company statement. Jasper’s has a 
location in Richardson and another near 
Houston. The restaurant was located at 
7161 Bishop Road, Plano.  
www.abacusjaspers.com

IN THE NEWS

14  Plano City Council on Oct. 22 ap-
proved a $100,000 grant for Visual BI 
Solutions to bring at least 100 jobs to a 
nearly 20,000-square-foot office space. 
The company would invest $4.5 million 
in the property, which is located at the 
southeast corner of the intersection of 
Parkwood Boulevard and Windhaven 
Parkway. The company currently has an 
office at 5600 Tennyson Parkway, Ste. 120, 
roughly 1 mile northeast of the discussed 
site. www.visualbi.com

78

peakroofingconstruction.com

HOPING YOUR HAIL 
DAMAGE HEALS ITSELF?

Some insurance 
companies are denying 
storm claims based on 
failure to report damage 
in a timely manner.

Mention this ad 
when you call  
972-335-7325  
for a FREE 
inspection.

Damage won’t disappear, but your claim might.
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IMPACTS

11  The Plano Symphony Orchestra 
secured a lease for its own building at 1635 
Dorchester Drive, Plano. The orchestra’s 
lease expired with SMU in Plano, located at 
5236 Tennyson Parkway, Plano, after SMU 
announced its plans to eventually move 
its Plano operations to its main campus in 
Dallas. 972-473-7262.  
www.planosymphony.org

12  Bradford Commercial Real Estate 
relocated its management office to the first 
floor of its current building at 555 Republic 
Drive, Plano. The relocation was made to 
accommodate the expansion of National 
Produce Consultants, according to a com-
pany news release. Bradford Commercial 
Real Estate  is a Dallas-based real estate 
company. www.bradford.com

IN THE NEWS

13  Gleneagles Country Club announced 
Oct. 29 it had appointed Mike Kiesling 
as the new director of golf. Kiesling was 
formerly the director of golf for Stonebriar 
Country Club in Frisco. Other than its golf 
course, the country club also houses tennis 
courts, swimming pools and a fitness cen-
ter. The country club is located at 5401 W. 
Park Blvd., Plano. 972-867-6666. 

14  My Possibilities announced Nov. 2 
it had received a $1 million grant from the 
Rees-Jones Foundation to be used for the 
continued development of the nonprofit’s 
new Campus for Higher Learning. The  
Plano-based My Possibilities, located at 
3601 Mapleshade Lane, Plano, offers voca-
tional education for adults with intellectual 
or developmental disabilities. 469-241-
9100. www.mypossibilities.org

CLOSINGS

15  Plano Cycling & Fitness announced 
Nov. 15 it will close its storefront at 605 
18th St., Plano. The decades-old cycling 
store also sells bicycle accessories, includ-
ing helmets and tires, and offers bicycle 
maintenance services. The shop said it 

NOW OPEN

1  Pop Culture Collectibles opened Oct. 
1 at The Shops at Willow Bend, 6121 W. Park 
Blvd., Ste. A110, Plano. The games and col-
lectibles store sells comics, figurines, video 
games and more. 972-415-7310

2  Flying Fish opened Oct. 12 at Heritage 
Creekside, a 156-acre mixed-use develop-
ment in Plano. The fast-casual restaurant 
serves fresh catfish, shrimp, oysters, crab 
legs, salmon, burgers, chicken and craw-
fish. Flying Fish’s Plano address is 649 Pow-
ell Lane, Plano. www.flyingfishinthe.net

3  Terra Mediterranean opened Nov. 15 
at The Shops at Willow Bend, 6121 W. Park 
Blvd., Plano. The restaurant features a buf-
fet for lunch and a more traditional menu 
for dinner as well as a downstairs dining 
area and a second-floor bar and lounge. 
The restaurant chain has locations in Irving 
and Fort Worth.  
www.terramediterranean.com 

4  Beard Papa’s opened a location Oct. 
18 at 2301 N. Central Expressway, Ste. 158, 
Plano. The dessert shop sells a variety of 
desserts, including cream puffs, which come 
with filling flavors such as honey butter, 
green tea and vanilla. www.beardpapa.com

COMING SOON

5  Ascension Annex will open by Black 
Friday, Nov. 23, at The Shops at Willow 
Bend, 6121 W. Park Blvd., Plano. The 
European-inspired company offers various 
types of coffee, pastries and lunch options. 
The permanent location will be housed in 
The District, which is The Shops at Willow 
Bend’s recently unveiled restaurant dis-
trict. The company will operate a pop-up 
location inside the mall until the opening of 
Ascension Annex.  
www.ascensiondallas.com

6  Kid Connect Preschool will open 
Jan. 7 at Grace Outreach Center in Plano, 
3301 Preston Road, Plano. The preschool 
will enroll children ages 6 weeks to 5 years 
old. The Christian-based preschool also 
uses an education curriculum to prepare its 
students for kindergarten.  
972-985-1112, Ext. 120.  
www.graceoutreachcenter.org

7  Bellagreen will open another Plano 
location in February at 2408 Preston Road, 
Ste. A, Plano. The restaurant describes its 
dining environment as “down-to-earth,” 
catering to people with specific dietary 
needs. The menu includes sandwiches, 
pizza, pasta, burgers, tacos, and a variety 
of appetizers and salads. Bellagreen will 

open another location in Plano at the Shops 
at Legacy in early December.  
www.bellagreen.com

EXPANSIONS

8  National Produce Consultants 
doubled the size of its Plano headquarters 
at 555 Republic Drive, Ste. 302, Plano. 
The produce consultancy company offers 
supply chain-management services for 
growers, distributors and sellers.  
www.nproduce.com

RELOCATIONS

9  Joel Marius’s Ameriprise Financial 
Services office relocated Oct. 22 from 
6951 Virginia Parkway, Ste. 313, McKinney, 
to 3400 Silverstone Drive, Ste. 173, Plano. 
The diversified financial services company 
provides financial planning, products and 
services. 972-210-9743.  
www.ameripriseadvisors.com/joel.marius

10  Le Peep in Frisco announced its clo-
sure Nov. 6 and plans to move its opera-
tions to its Plano location at 3501 Midway 
Road, Plano. The restaurant offers a variety 
of traditional breakfast dishes, including 
egg-based dishes, griddles and eggs Bene-
dict. www.lepeeptexas.com

 COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTON,  
GAVIN PUGH AND CASSIDY RITTER

News or questions about Plano? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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5.15%*  for 5 Years

5.65%*  for 7 Years

6.15%*
      for 10 Years

*includes 1% Bonus fi rst year

Tired of the Wild Ride?

Single Premium deferred annuity rates are guaranteed for the full term of
5,7 or 10 years. Should you choose to continue the annuity after the initial 
term, new guaranteed rates will be declared. Contracts issued by Atlantic 

Coast Life Insurance Company. Not FDIC insured. Rates vary by state.

Rates guaranteed
all years 

Tax Deferred Annuity 
Earn more interest!

First Bank Building 
1400 Preston Rd., #400, 
Plano, TX 75093

1-800-563-0843
www.retiretherightway.com

Jamie H. Blumenthal, President of 
Retirement Strategies and Solutions, 
has over 30 years of experience in the 
area of Financial and Estate Planning. 
We specialize in working with retirees, 
helping them lower their taxes and 
increase their returns while improving 
the quality of their investments.

Protecting Your Money
in Any Market 
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FEATURED IMPACT — NOW OPEN

Modern Market opened its second location in Plano on Oct. 12 at 2100 Dallas Park-
way, Ste. 126. The restaurant offers platters, including toasted sandwiches, brick-oven 
pizzas, and vegan and vegetarian dishes. The new location also includes a breakfast 
menu, espresso-based drinks and housemade lemonades. www.modernmarket.com

will remain open until it sells out of current 
inventory.  
972-423-4130. www.planocycling.com

16  Miniboss Games and Collectibles 
closed Sept. 23 at 4601 Old Shepard Place, 
Bldg. 1, Ste. 116, Plano. The games and 
comics store offered deals on items such 
as rare collectibles and games as well as 
recently released products. 
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COVERAGE FOR ALL THE THINGS YOU CARE FOR

Call 469.677.1800 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Roy Stringfellow
Your Local Agent
1200 E COLLINS BLVD STE 104
RICHARDSON, TX 75081
RSTRINGFELLOW@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/rstringfellow

■ Products and services to meet all your insurance needs ■ Insurance you can tailor to meet your needs
■ Life insurance

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other a�liated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers 
New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island,  WA 98040.

COVERAGE FOR ALL THE THINGS YOU CARE FOR

Call 469.677.1800 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Roy Stringfellow
Your Local Agent
1200 E COLLINS BLVD STE 104
RICHARDSON, TX 75081
RSTRINGFELLOW@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/rstringfellow

■ Products and services to meet all your insurance needs ■ Insurance you can tailor to meet your needs
■ Life insurance

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other a�liated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers 
New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island,  WA 98040.

IS YOUR BUSINESS WELL PROTECTED?
¿Está su negocio bien protegido?

Bertin Santibanez

202 W Parker Rd, Ste F Plano, TX 75075
https://agents.farmers.com/tx/plano/bertin-santibanez

Your Local Agent

We specialize in helping you fi nd the right coverage for:
Business | Home | Auto | Life | And More!

Call (972) 905-3588 today! 
Se Habla Español!

CLEAN OUT & CASH IN!
We pay cash for gently used, 

fashionable clothing and resell 
it at amazing prices!

• Women’s sizes 0-3x
• Cute, current, and clean clothing!
• Designer purses, shoes and jewelry too!
• No Appointment Needed
• CASH upfront or 10% more in store credit

3405 Midway at Parker • 972-378-9797 

Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 1-5 
Buying Hours: Mon - Sat 10-5

www.closetrevivaltx.com

Open Tuesday - Saturday: Lunch 11:00am - 4:00pm 
Steinhour 4:00 - 7:00pm, Dinner 4:00 - 10:00pm
221 W Parker Rd, Ste 527 • 972-881-0705 • www.bavariangrill.com

During the fall Bavarians enjoy treasures 
from the forest and streams. Parker Rd. 

75

N

Authentic Bavarian food & fun!

CELEBRATING
25 YEARS

IN PLANO!

� ank you
to all

our guests.

Herbst Fest und Wild Wochen
FALL & WILD GAME MENU
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$1 feeds 3 hungry kids.  
Donate at ntfb.org/give

One in every four kids in North Texas 

is at risk of going hungry. That’s 

nearly 300,000 children who should 

be dreaming about the future instead 

of their next meal. Thankfully, you 

can help. This holiday season, every 

dollar donated to the North Texas 

Food Bank will be doubled to provide 

six nutritious meals to hungry kids, 

families, and seniors. You can feed a 

child’s potential today.

Full of 
Potential. 
Short 
on Food. 

$1 feeds 3 hungry kids. 
Donate at ntfb.org/give

One in every four kids in North Texas 

is at risk of going hungry. That’s 

nearly 300,000 children who should 

be dreaming about the future instead 

of their next meal. Thankfully, you 

can help. This holiday season, every 

dollar donated to the North Texas 

Food Bank will be doubled to provide 

six nutritious meals to hungry kids, 

families, and seniors. You can feed a 

child’s potential today.

$1 feeds 3 hungry kids. 

Full ofFull ofFull of
Potential.Potential.Potential.Potential.Potential.Potential.
ShortShortShort
on Food.on Food.on Food.

Make Wildridge your

HOMES FROM  
                THE LOW $300S

Home for the 

    Holidays
Offer valid for the purchase of a new home in the Wildridge community from American Legend Homes, Highland Homes and Plantation 
Homes. Home sale contract must be fully-executed on or after September 25, 2018, and on or before December 24, 2018, and home 
sale must close and fund on or before December 31, 2018. Additional rules, regulations, and restrictions may apply. Promotion is  
subject to change and to cancellation without notice. Not valid with any other offer or promotion. 
 
This advertisement shall not constitute an offer or solicitation to sell land in the Wildridge community (the “Project”) to residents of any 
state where registration of the Project is required by applicable law. Home sites in the Project are available for sale without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex or national origin. Prices and specifications are subject to change. 

Holidays $2500  TOWARDS  CLOSING COSTSBY DEC 31ST

Equal Housing Opportunity  I   ©2018 LH Wildridge LLC. All rights reserved.

End of Year Special!

LIVEATWILDRIDGE.COM



Plano edition • November 2018 9

DEC. 8

Heritage Farmstead 
dresses up for the holidays 
The Heritage Farmstead Museum will 
host an event at its holiday decorated, 
4-acre site on Dec. 8. The event will 
include storytelling, wagon rides and hill 
sledding. $5 (preregistration), $6 (at the 
door). www.heritagefarmstead.org

COURTESY HERITAGE FARMSTEAD MUSEUM

NOV. 30

Downtown Plano hosts 
Dickens 2018 
The free event at Haggard Park in down-
town Plano will include live entertain-
ment, food and drink and other attrac-
tions. Families and dogs are welcome to 
the holiday-themed event beginning at 
5 p.m. www.visitdowntownplano.com

COURTESY CITY OF PLANO

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, business openings, 
meetings and more in November and December

Find more or submit Plano events at communityimpact.com/pln-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

DEC. 2

Jingle Bell Run to benefit 
Arthritis Foundation 
This Jingle Bell Run 5k will begin at 5601 
Granite Parkway, Plano, and proceeds 
will benefit the Arthritis Foundation. 
$40-$75 (adults), $15 (children). Fes-
tivities for the event will begin at 2 p.m. 
www.jbr.org/plano

NOV. 30, DEC. 2

Worth the trip: See ‘The 
Nutcracker’ in Richardson
The Collin County Ballet Theatre will 
put on a performance of ‘The Nutcrack-
er’ featuring live orchestration by the 
Plano Symphony Orchestra. $27-$87. 
Eisemann Center in Richardson. 
www.eisemanncenter.com

COURTESY COLLIN COUNTY BALLET THEATRE

DEC. 16

Crayola hosts event for 
those with sensory needs
On Dec. 16, Crayola Experience at The 
Shops at Willow Bend will host a morning 
event  aimed at children with senso-
ry needs. Accommodations include 
dimmed lights, and music will be turned 
off. $21.99. The Shops at Willow Bend. 
www.crayolaexperience.com/plano

See a full list of events at communityimpact.com/events.

 COMPILED BY  GAVIN PUGHLOCAL EVENTS

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH US

PRESTON MEADOW LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE

DECEMBER 24, 4PM

CANDLELIGHT & COMMUNION SERVICE
DECEMBER 24, 7PM & 9PM

New Year’s Worship December 30 at 10am

Preston Meadow Lutheran Church | 6801 Coit Road, Plano, Texas 75024
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Ewing Subaru of Plano – Community Impact – Full Page – Dec 2018
Job Number: ESUB-38962

Agency: Banowetz + Co.  |  Contact: Lily Smith+Kirkley, 214.823.7300 ext. 108
Size: 9.1837″ W x 11.25″ H

Due: 11.9.18

EWINGSUBARU.COM  |  214.919.0240

4480 WEST PLANO PARKWAY, PLANO, TX 75093

Announcing Ewing Subaru of Plano

We are excited to welcome Subaru to the Ewing 
Automotive family of dealerships. We love the 
sense of freedom and individual style Subaru 
represents. Stop by for a visit today and discover 
your happy place.

EWING SUBARU. WHEN ARE YOU GETTING YOURS?
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RECENT UPDATES

COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTONTRANSPORTATION

NMap not to scale

75

DNT
TOLL

121
TOLL

PGBT
TOLL

All information on this page was updated as of  
11/13/2018. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.

1  Plano Parkway-Preston Road 
intersection

Traffic disruptions intensified in Octo-
ber at the intersection of Plano Parkway 
and Preston Road as crews close lanes 
and worked to widen Preston Road near 
the major intersection. Since Decem-
ber most of the construction had been 
confined to the intersection’s large 
median, where crews were building 
new eastbound lanes that will run closer 
to their westbound counterparts and 
allow for more separation between 
the intersection and President George 
Bush Turnpike to the south. The Plano 
engineering department expected most 
of the traffic slowdowns to continue 
through December. The most intensive 
work is expected to take place from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. on weekdays.

Timeline: December 2017-March 2019

Cost: $5 million

Funding source: city, state and federal 
sources

2  Park Boulevard repairs

The city is conducting a series of road 
surface repairs along Park Boulevard from 
K Avenue to P Avenue. The project will in-
clude the eastbound and westbound lanes. 
One lane will remain closed at all times in 
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construction areas with an additional lane 
closed from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on weekdays and 
some Saturdays.

Timeline: April-December

Cost: $200,000

Funding source: city of Plano

3  Alma Drive repairs

Crews are expected to move in Novem-
ber to a stretch of Alma Drive extending 
from Hedgcoxe Road to Baxter Drive for 
pavement repairs. The work is expected to 
affect northbound and southbound lanes. 
One lane will remain closed at all times in 
construction areas with an additional lane 
closed from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on weekdays and 
some Saturdays.

Timeline: November-December

Cost: $128,000

Funding source: city of Plano

4  Legacy Drive repairs

Crews are repairing pavement and side-
walks along an eastern portion of Legacy 
Drive from Alma Drive to Chase Oaks 
Boulevard. They are expected to work on 
eastbound and westbound lanes. The total 
project was initially expected to last about 
nine months and stretch from Custer Road 
to K Avenue but was delayed due to weath-
er. One lane will remain closed at all times 
in construction areas with an additional 
lane closed from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on week-
days and some Saturdays.

Timeline: February 2018-February 2019

Cost: $2.3 million

Funding source: city of Plano
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BAXTER DR.

CHASE 
OAKS BLVD.

FINISH THE SEMESTER

GREATER THAN THE LAST

STRONG

Mathnasium of Plano
214-227-0888 • mathnasium.com/plano

7224 Independence #354, Plano, TX 75025

SAVE $199 ON YOUR FIRST MONTH
when you bring this ad! EXP: 12/13/2018

LEGACY DR.

OHIO DR.

PRESTON RD.

SAM RAYBURN TOLLWAY DALLLAS N. TOLLWAY

CALL US TO SCHEDULE A CONSULTATION
469-464-2017

7160 Preston Road, Suite 100, Plano, TX 75024
info@saraiyalaw.com | www.saraiyalaw.com

PROTECT YOUR MOST 
PRECIOUS ASSETS

BUSINESS & STARTUP LAW - TRADEMARK LAW 
ESTATE PLANNING - REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

Estate Planning is a vital way 
to ensure your loved ones 
have peace of mind and are 
empowered to act on your 
wishes and desires. 
Our attorneys are licensed in:

Colorado Illinois

Texas CaliforniaArkansas

$5 per square discount.

YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD ROOFER
Serving Denton & Collin County Since 2004

4900 Preston Rd., Suite 101, Frisco TX 75034www.townandcountryroofi ngdfw.com
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THE  
RICHARDS GROUP 

TRG JOB:   
TSC-18 022852

CLIENT:  
Texas Scottish  
Rite Hospital

AD NAME:  
Zach

PUB: 
Community Impact: 
McKinney, Frisco, 
Plano

INSERTION DATE:  
November 2018

TRIM:  
9.1837 x 11.25

LIVE:  
8.6837 x 10.75

BLEED:  
N/A

COLOR: 
CMYK

QUESTIONS:  
Karen Newman 
214-891-5875Now open

in Frisco.
And helping
more kids
move freely.

Dallas North Tollway at Lebanon Road

Zachary, 9
Sports Medicine

scottishritehospital.org

Scottish Rite is growing. We’re now open 

in Frisco, where our world-renowned 

pediatric orthopedic experts are healing 

muscles, joints and bones. And giving 

more children back their childhood.

ORTHOPEDIC AND 
SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER

TSC18_022852 Zach_CI_9_1837x11_25.indd   1 10/25/18   10:57 AM
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CITY & COUNTY

Amazon turns down North Texas proposals for 
new offices, opting for New York, Virginia instead

City of Plano adds 
e-scooter rentals to its 
bike-share ordinance

Collin County to move quickly on 
$750M in bond funds approved Nov. 6

PLANO   Amazon.com Inc. 
has chosen New York City 
and Arlington, Virginia, 
to accommodate its head-
quarters expansion, ending 
the efforts of Dallas-Fort 
Worth-area cities—including 
Plano—that had hopes of 
attracting the tech giant.

Amazon will invest $5 
billion and create more than 
50,000 jobs across both 
East Coast cities, according 
to a Nov. 13 news release from the 
company. Amazon also announced it 
will establish a business operations 
center in Nashville, Tennessee, which 
will result in more than 5,000 jobs.

The online retailer announced the 
search for its second headquarters in 
September 2017 and asked cities to 
team up to submit one proposal per 
metropolitan statistical area.

The Dallas Regional Chamber part-
nered with the Fort Worth Chamber of 
Commerce in October 2017 to collect 
a list of sites to present to Amazon, 

according to a news release. 
“Plano is delighted to have partic-

ipated in Amazon’s highly compet-
itive site selection process,” Plano 
spokesperson Steve Stoler said in 
a statement. “Our community will 
ultimately benefit from the work 
performed to assemble potential 
Plano sites as we market this city to 
prospective companies. The identifi-
cation of large development oppor-
tunities will allow Plano to continue 
building its global business  
community.”

PLANO    The city of Plano added 
electric scooter rentals to an ordi-
nance regulating bike-share activity 
on city streets and sidewalks.

Plano City Council on Nov. 12 
approved the update to the bike-
share ordinance it had first passed 
in February that required a permit to 
provide short-term commercial bike 
rentals in the city, adding e-scooters 
to the list of allowed vehicles.

“Observing e-scooters’ use in 
Dallas, we’ve seen their popularity 
soar,” Plano Director of Special Proj-
ects Peter Braster wrote in a memo 
presented Nov. 12 to council mem-
bers. “People are riding them to and 
from appointments, work, grocery 
stores and fun. Their introduction 
into Plano will give our citizens 
another choice for transportation.”

One company, Lime, has com-
pleted the permitting process since 
the bike-share ordinance was 
approved in February.

COLLIN COUNTY   Voters approved three county bond prop-
ositions Nov. 6 with more than 321,000 people voting on 
each proposition.

More than 68 percent of voters approved Proposition 
A—a $600 million bond proposal to be used for limited-ac-
cess roadway projects.

Proposition B—$140 million for arterial roads, including 
the reconstruction and rehabilitation of arterial roads—
received 69 percent voter approval. The $10 million bond 
package for open space and parks—Proposition C—received 

71 percent voter approval.
County officials are working to issue bonds but will first 

bring a timeline to county commissioners, Collin County 
Director of Engineering Clarence Daugherty said.

Amazon.com Inc., headquartered in Seattle, was 
searching for locations for a major office project.

News from the city of Plano COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTON, NICOLE LUNA, GAVIN PUGH, CASSIDY RITTER AND RENEE YAN
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Projects to expand US 380, a major thoroughfare in north Collin 
County, will receive a large share of the bond funds passed Nov. 6.
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CITY HIGHLIGHTS

PLANO   City Council on Nov. 12 
approved a $273,000 expenditure to 
purchase new furniture for the recently 
renamed senior adult facility, the Sam 
Johnson Recreation Center.

PLANO ISD   The board of trustees on 
Nov. 6 reviewed two drafts of potential 
2019-20 academic calendars. The 
school year would begin Aug. 12, a 
Monday, in the first option and Aug. 
14, a Wednesday, in the second option. 
Trustees have not held a vote.

PLANO   City Council on Oct. 22 
approved a $108,500 expenditure to 
solicit design services for a new outdoor 
aquatic facility to be constructed at the 
Oak Point Recreation Center.

NUMBER TO KNOW

$3.7M  Collin College received 
in October a $3.7 

million grant from the National Science 
Foundation to support a national project, 
Information Technology Skill Standards, 
2020 and Beyond, which will facilitate 
curriculum development for two-year and 
four-year programs that offer applied 
information technology degrees.

MEETINGS

Plano City Council meets at 7 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month at 
1520 K Ave. www.plano.gov

Plano ISD board of trustees will hold its 
regular meeting Dec. 11 in the board room 
at 2700 W. 15th St. The board also holds 
occasional work sessions. www.pisd.edu

Plano Planning and Zoning Commission 
meets at 7 p.m. on the first and third Mondays 
of each month at the Plano Municipal Center, 
1520 K Ave. www.plano.gov

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter: @impactnews_pln

One Stop Specialty & General Family Dentistry!

Dr. Jung is equipped to treat your routine and specialty dental needs from 
consultation to surgery to restoration and everything in between.

Implant Dentistry | Prosthodontics | Routine Dental Care | Whitening

CALL 972- 618-8999 FOR A CONSULT!
Dr. Soongryong (David) Jung DDS,MS,PhD

West Plano’s only American Board of Oral Implantology and Implant Dentistry Diplomate!  

7170 Preston Rd. Suite 100, Plano, TX 75024 | planoimplantcenter@gmail.com | jungimplantplano.com
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WORRIED ABOUT  
HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE? 
Learn about a clinical study of  
an investigational procedure

Many people with high blood pressure try to follow a healthy diet, 
exercise and take medications – yet their blood pressure is still high.

Take our quiz to find out if you qualify  
at HBPStudy.com or 469-804-5823

Improve E�  ciency & Productivity 
with the BEST Cloud Phone System 

for Small Business!

Call ESI at (844) 214-8180 to learn how you can get 5 MONTHS OF FREE SERVICE* and NO UPFRONT INSTALLATION CHARGES!   *WITH QUALIFYING PURCHASE

The ESI eCloud PBX delivers a Cloud communications experience like none other! 
We'll even buy back your old business phones so you can begin enjoying the 
amazing bene� ts of Cloud, such as:

Features:
• Beautiful Color Display Gigabit 

Phones 
• Turn Your Smartphone into an 

Extension of your Phone System
• Receive Voicemails in your Email 

Inbox
• Voicemail Transcriptions
• Call Recording for Training & Review
• Advanced Call History Reports
• See Co-Worker Availability
• Unlimited Calling in North America
• Visual Contacts Directory
• Online Help & Training Videos

Bene� ts:
• Simple & Easy to Deploy
• Unlimited Scalability
• Disaster Recovery - Never Miss A Call   
• Easily Manage Your Own Phone 

System  
• Flexible Role-based Feature 

Packages
• Network All O�  ces Together
• Phones Always Under Warranty - as 

long as you have ESI Service
• 30-day Guarantee
• No more expensive trip charges
• Stay on the Latest Technology with 

Automatic Software Updates

TIME TO GET YOUR 
HEARING CHECKED?

4105 W. Spring Creek Parkway, Suite 702 | Plano, TX 75024 | 972-943-0466 | WWW.FAMILYAUD.COM
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I   n the 1990s, Fenton Fulgham 
had his eyes set on a corner 

storefront located in the same 
shopping center in east Plano where 
he taught hip-hop dance and 
kickboxing at the time.

Then in September 2017, Fulgham 
finally signed the lease on that corner 
storefront, where he now operates his 
business, Fenton’s Dance Factory.

“The funny thing about it is, I’ve 
always wanted this space,” Fulgham 
said. “Back when I was here with 
Knockout Fitness, I always would say 
‘Man, this would be a great spot.’ But 
it was a shoe place at that time, and 
then it turned into a Rent-A-Center.”

Fulgham said the open floorplan 
of the storefront allowed him to 
fully customize the studio layout, 

including three dance rooms and an 
industrial-style layout to match the 
name of his business.

Having worked in the dance indus-
try for decades, Fulgham said he 
knows how rigorous the work can be 
for his younger students.

“My thing is it’s about the kids,” 
Fulgham said. “And it’s about having 
fun. We’ve got this saying for this 
year: it’s, ‘You work hard, you play 
hard.’ … It’s nothing about me.”

Fulgham puts that saying into 
practice by keeping the atmosphere 
light, rewarding his students when 
they remember their routines and 
by reducing the students’ amount of 
time spent in the studio each week.

“We take two hours a week, so they 
have time for other things,” Fulgham 

said. “They have time for homework. 
But the thing about our kids is when 
they’re here for two hours, they work, 
and they absorb. … And we win, 
which is incredible.”

With trophies from his wins lining 
the hallway of his studio, Fulgham 
said one of his crowning achieve-
ments in his career as a choreog-
rapher was sending a group of his 
12-year-old students to a national 
championship.

“They were with me since they 
were six, so I knew this was a special 
group, so I kept them together,” 
Fulgham said. “We have never won 
a national championship until those 
12-year-olds did it. And I’m talking 
about, the whole place erupted.”

BY GAVIN PUGH

1: Fenton’s Dance Factory owner Fen-
ton Fulgham surveys some of the recent 
trophies his team has received. 2: Fulgham 
poses with some of his students in his 
studio. 3:  A mural is on display in one of 
Fenton’s Dance Factory’s practice rooms.

Fenton’s Dance Factory
Choreographer puts ‘work hard, play hard’ motto into practice
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Fenton’s Dance Factory

910 W. Parker 
Road, Plano

www.fentons 
dancefactory.com

972-595-4807 A
LM

A
 D

R
.

W. PARKER RD. 75

N

Fenton’s Dance Factory owner Fenton Fulgham leads a group of students in stretches prior to practicing.

3
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Joint tired to 

joint tireless.

Find a joint replacement specialist near you.
877-630-0465 | YourJointHealth.com

Doctors on the medical staffs practice independently and are not employees or agents of Texas 
Health hospitals or Texas Health Resources. © 2018

See if joint replacement is right for you.

We offer a network of joint replacement specialists on 

the medical staff of Texas Health hospitals who can 

diagnose the source of your pain. Both rehabilitation 

services and experienced physical therapists are there 

to support you. And a joint care coordinator is on hand 

to guide you from start to fi nish. Our programs focus on 

wellness, to help patients recover quickly and return to 

an active, healthy lifestyle.

1 pm-4pm

HolidayyHolidayHolida  
  R

USTIC

ICE SKATING RINK
FOOD TRUCKS  TREE FARM  

INFLATABLES  
 CAROUSEL  TRACKLESS TRA IN

HOLIDAY YARD ART AUCTION
FUN PHOTO OPS

MUSICAL PERFORMANCES  
PRIZES & MORE!

 

at

December 9th
and11am-4pm

December 8th

Visit TheTributeRusticHoliday.com
for more info!

OFF  BR I DGE  LANE  AT  
THE  WESTERN END OF  

LEBANON RO AD I N  
THE  TR I BUTE

Visit TheTributeRusticHoliday.com
for more info!

Presented by
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W  hen Athar Dar and his son Mehran Dar took 
over ownership and management of Mama 

Pita Mediterranean Grill in March, they had no 
plans to make wholesale changes to the Leba-
nese-inspired menu.

The restaurant located at the Shops at Legacy in 
Plano had for almost a decade been well-known in 
the area for its fast-casual approach to Mediterra-
nean food. 

When the Dar family moved to North Texas they 
brought industry expertise from operating restau-
rant franchises in Connecticut. After two or three 
visits to Mama Pita, they found it an intriguing 
option.

“We were just looking for a good restaurant, a 
fancy restaurant that could get the job done,” said 
Mehran, who manages the restaurant during late 
shifts. “I don’t think we were going to find anything 
better than this. You can see it yourself—it’s at the 
Shops at Legacy. It’s a beautiful spot itself, and 
then if you come inside … it’s a good place to sit 

and eat.”
The Dars did not want to change the menu or food 

offerings when they took over, Mehran said. The 
Lebanese fast-casual options were already popular, 
and the Dar family had not previously owned a 
Mediterranean restaurant.

For years the restaurant has offered a simple 
selection of pita wraps, plates, bowls and salads, 
with meat options that include chicken, kafta sau-
sage, steak and lamb. Customers can select from a 
variety of vegetables and sauces to create their own 
combination at the counter.

The Dar family moved from Connecticut in part 
to escape the cold weather and in part to take 
advantage of cheaper housing costs in North Texas, 
Mehran said.

After taking over ownership of Mama Pita this 
year, Mehran said, they turned their attention to 
improving the customer service experience—some-
thing that was a high priority for them at previous 
restaurants they owned. 

BY DANIEL HOUSTON

1: Chicken grills on skewers in the kitchen at Mama 
Pita Mediterranean Grill. 2: The fast-casual restaurant 
offers vegetables at the front counter. 3: The restaurant 
also offers kafta sausage, among other meats. 4: From 
left: Owner Athar Dar stands behind the counter with 
his son Mehran Dar and nephew Hassan Fareed.

Mama Pita Mediterranean Grill

5800 Legacy Drive, 
Ste. C6, Plano

972-403-1609

Hours and other info: 
www.facebook.com/
mamapita

Mama Pita Mediterranean Grill
New ownership sticks with tried-and-true menu
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repairs on apple
or samsung devices

Must present coupon with bar code. 
Valid until 12/31/18.

15% Off
screen protector or
car charger of your 

choice w/ any New
Activation or Upgrade.

Must present coupon with bar code. 
Valid until 12/31/18.

Customized 
Communications 

Solutions
Start Here!
Smartphones, Tablets, 

WiFi Routers, 
Pre-paid Devices, 

Smartwatches, 
Homephones, Internet 

Devices, Home and Office 
Solutions. 

EAST PLANO: 
1201 East Spring Creek Pkwy, C-120  
(972)379-2470

SOUTH PLANO: 
340 Coit Road, Suite 100 
(469)543-0559

WEST PLANO: 
3220 East Hebron Pkwy, Suite 114  
(469)892-6128

MMTM, Inc. is an authorized 
Verizon dealer committed to 
giving your family and your 
business a more personalized 
level of service for your 
wireless needs.  The company 
is proud to be growing with 6 
locations in Texas.  Visit today 

to receive exclusive 
offers for you!

FREE
any questions?

dial or text
#1-833-677-4663

Book your appointment online & save the hassle!  
Just take a picture of this QR code with your device.

THE LATEST DEALS AT 
WWW.MM-TM.COM

 Restaurant spaces now available. Contact 214-849-9016 for a tour!

NOW OPEN! NOW OPEN! 
Rodeo Goat & Flying Fish

Located on the border of Plano & 
Richardson at Alma & Plano Parkway

www.heritagecreekside.com

75W. Plano Pkwy. A
lm

a D
r.

President George Bush Turnpike
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Construction work underway on Collin College 
bond projects, including technical campus in Allen

Frisco ISD voters OK new tax rate increase, bonds 

City of McKinney expects $177K in economic impact during 2018 NCAA Division II football championship

COLLIN COLLEGE   The college is mak-
ing progress in the first phase of its 
$600 million bond program voters 
approved in May 2017.

Recently the college opened its 
new public safety training center 
in McKinney and broke ground on 
its technical campus in Allen and 
a campus in Wylie. The Allen and 
Wylie campuses are expected to 
open in 2020.

“Everything is going according to 
the timeline,” said Ken Lynn, Collin 
College chief financial officer. 

The second phase includes a new 
IT Center of Excellence at the Preston 
Ridge campus in Frisco. The center 
will help students develop skills to 
work in technology-related indus-
tries. Programs that will be offered 
include cybersecurity, computer net-
working, data science and software 

FRISCO ISD    District voters—including 
some residents of northwest Plano—
approved Nov. 6 a tax rate increase 
for maintenance and operations and 
a $691 million bond proposition for 
new schools and facility expansions.

About 59 percent of voters voted in 
favor of the tax measure, and  
61 percent voted for the bond.

Frisco ISD proposed a $0.13 
increase to the M&O portion of its tax 
rate but an overall tax rate decrease 
of $0.02. This is because the district 
plans to decrease the interest and 
sinking portion of its tax rate by $0.15 
compared with last year’s tax rate. 
This is known as a tax swap, resulting 
in a combined tax rate of $1.44 per 
$100 valuation. The 2017-18 tax rate 
was $1.46 per $100 valuation.

The M&O tax rate increase is 
expected to pay for various opera-
tions costs throughout the district, 
including increasing teacher salaries 

MCKINNEY   A national spotlight will shine on McK-
inney and McKinney ISD in December as roughly 
6,000 people are expected to attend the NCAA Divi-
sion II football national championship game held 
at the MISD Stadium and Community Event Center.

The NCAA Division II Football Committee 
announced in early October it selected the MISD 
stadium and The Lone Star Conference—a colle-
giate athletic conference affiliated with the NCAA 
Division II—to host the 2018 championship game, 
which will be held Dec. 15.

The nearly $70 million stadium was one of 
several bids the committee received to host the 
championship game, according to a news release 
from the NCAA.

EDUCATION

ECONOMY

EDUCATION

development. The center will begin 
construction in fall 2019 and is 
expected to open in August 2021.

The second phase also includes 
construction of two new campuses 
in Farmersville and Celina. Both 
campuses are expected to open in 
August 2021.

The third phase is expected to 
start construction in 2021 and be 
complete in 2022.

FULL STORY BY NICOLE LUNA

and reducing class sizes.
The bond was voted on in one 

proposition. The $691 million is 
expected to pay for a number of proj-
ects within FISD.

The projects with the largest 
allocation of bond dollars include 
new facility construction, preventive 
maintenance and facility upgrades.

The proposed bond also allocates 
$43 million for a fine arts auditorium, 
which would be used for perfor-
mances, classes and office space. 
FULL STORY BY LINDSEY JUAREZ

“McKinney is so excited to be able to host this 
game in the first year of having the stadium open, 
and we feel it’s an asset to our community because 
of the potential to bring other events into town,” 
Dee-dee Guerra, executive director of the McKinney 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, said in an email.

NCAA officials estimate 6,000 people will attend 
the game in McKinney; however, the city is prepar-
ing for up to 10,000 fans. This number is based on 
past championship attendance, during which the 
past four years had an average attendance of 9,000 
people. These estimates do not account for players, 
coaches or university staff.

The city of McKinney estimates 80 players and 
cheerleaders per team will attend the game in 

addition to 10 NCAA staff members and 12 officials.
“Holding the NCAA Division II championship 

game in the new stadium is putting [McKinney 
residents’] tax dollars to work,” Guerra said in an 
email. “Not only is this event utilizing the brand-
new state-of-the-art facility for more than high 
school football, but it will also provide a positive 
impact on the economy for McKinney.”

City officials estimate roughly $245,040 will be 
spent in McKinney, Frisco and Allen during the 
championship with $177,540 spent in McKinney.

The 2017 game brought 4,259 attendees and 
$610,000 in economic impact.

FULL STORY BY CASSIDY RITTER
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a basic bike or ski tune-up.
50% OFF

COUPON CODE: 1959 EXPIRES 01/15/19 COUPON CODE: 1958 EXPIRES 12/15/18
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$20 OFF
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Legacy-area corporations as part of the 
future TMA. 

“Our experience working with TMAs 
around the country indicates that they 
are worthwhile enterprises that help 
to foster a more effi  cient and user-
friendly transportation environment 
and thus benefi t the community as a 
whole,” Liberty Mutual said in a state-
ment. “We recognize that a sustained 
eff ort over time will be needed in order 
to advance a new way of thinking 
about transportation in the Plano area, 
and we are interested in being a part of 
the solution.”

FedEx Offi  ce was unable to comment 
before this paper’s print deadline. A 
spokesperson for NTT Data said they 
were not aware of plans for the com-
pany to  participate in the TMA pro-
cess. JPMorgan Chase & Co. declined to 
comment on their commitment to the 
TMA.

Having completed the required steps 
provided by NCTCOG to organize the 
TMA, Plano offi  cials are now waiting 
for TxDOT to greenlight the funding 
agreement before they can fi nally 
begin the employer recruiting process.

2015
The city of Plano 

commissions Kimley-Horn 

to conduct a mobility study 

of Legacy business area.

20162017

2018

Intersections with traffi c delays of 115 seconds or higher:

1   Legacy Drive and SH 121

2   Dallas Parkway and SH 121

3   Parkwood Boulevard and SH 121 

4   Preston Road and Sam Rayburn Tollway 

5   Legacy Drive and Dallas Parkway

As Plano-based corporations continue adding more commuters to the roads, 
traffi c conditions in Plano’s northwest corridor are expected to worsen,
 according to a city-commissioned mobility study. Even while factoring 
planned road construction and expansion projects, that congestion may 
translate to upwards of 115 seconds of traffi c delays per vehicle during peak 
evening rush hour at several major intersections in the study area.

WORSE CONGESTION
AT PLANO INTERSECTIONS

MORE COMMUTERS,

1
SH 121

LEGACY DR.

PRESTON RD.

PARKWOOD BLVD.

DALLAS PARKWAY
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Traffi c delays 
of 115 seconds 

or higher

from the state and federal government, 
informed the city of Plano in Novem-
ber of delays in the Texas Department 
of Transportation’s approval of a fund-
ing agreement, according to the city. 
That delay is expected to push back the 
anticipated date of the disbursement 
of funds into 2019.

Even while factoring the city’s 
planned road construction and expan-
sion projects, the anticipated future 
congestion is expected to reach nearly 
2 minutes of traffi  c delays during peak 
evening rush hour at several major 
intersections in the study area, accord-
ing to the Kimley-Horn study. The delays 
could back traffi  c up through multiple 
intersections on Legacy Drive, the study 
said, causing gridlock at times around 
the new employment hub.

“Right now, we’ve been sort of stuck 
in a contracting loop with [the Texas 
Department of Transportation],” said 
Peter Braster, city of Plano director of 
special projects. “The money comes 
through TxDOT. … As far as we know, 
everything is ready to go, it just hasn’t 
been signed by someone at TxDOT.”

A SERIES OF DELAYS

The city of Plano fi rst commissioned 
the Kimley-Horn study in late 2015—
not long aft er Toyota had announced 
its plans to relocate its North American 

headquarters to Plano 
and before the unveil-
ing of the now-bustling 
Legacy West corporate 
and mixed-use devel-
opment.

At the time, the study 
highlighted the organi-
zation of a transporta-
tion management asso-
ciation, a voluntary 
coalition of employers working to alle-
viate congestion in a specifi c region, 
as one of the most viable options in 
mitigating future traffi  c issues in the 
Legacy business area.

Soon aft er the release of the study in 
November 2016, the city of Plano made 
contact with NCTCOG to be included in 
the council of governments’ transpor-
tation improvement program, Braster 
said in an email.

“Unfortunately, the project agree-
ment was not executed before the end 
of [fi scal year] 2018, and it is not in the 
new state funding document, so it will 
have to be re-added,” Christie Gotti, a 
senior program manager at NCTCOG, 
said in a statement. “We anticipate 
it would be re-approved in the late 
March, early April 2019 timeframe. At 
that point, the City can execute the 
agreement with TxDOT to gain access 
to the funds.”

Meanwhile, companies like Liberty 

Mutual, Toyota, JPMorgan Chase & 
Co., NTT Data and FedEx Offi  ce have 
brought thousands of new employ-
ees, and consequently more vehicles, 
into the Legacy business area. Those 
fi ve corporations alone have added 
roughly 15,000 new employees to the 
area, according to recent employee tal-
lies provided by the companies to Com-
munity Impact Newspaper.

As city offi  cials continue their work 
to secure funding for the future TMA, 
some of the corporations in the area 
have already begun working to provide 
their employees fl exible transportation 
options.

“We have a fl exible work policy, 
where team members and managers 
have a handful of options they can 
work with to help accommodate easier 
travel into work, but still meet daily 
business needs,” Toyota spokesperson 
Karen Nielsen said in an email. “We’ve 
also taken signifi cant steps to ensure 

our campus is environmentally friendly 
as possible. As a part of that eff ort, we 
support—and are continually looking 
at—alternative transportation options, 
including carpooling and ridesharing.”

SEEKING CORPORATE BUY-IN

Even if the city of Plano funded mul-
tiple proposed road-improvement proj-
ects recommended in the study, Kim-
ley-Horn’s traffi  c models showed only 
marginal reductions in future traffi  c 
delays.

According to an NCTCOG presenta-
tion highlighted in the study, the result 
of a successful TMA goes beyond poten-
tial remedies for traffi  c conditions, but 
also includes improving regional air 
quality, decreasing parking demands 
and reducing transportation costs for 
employees. NCTCOG points to part-
nerships with transit agencies as one 
method of achieving those goals.

Dallas Area Rapid Transit has 

recently expanded its services in the 
Legacy business area to include on-de-
mand shuttle services, and Tarrant 
County’s Trinity Metro has partnered 
with dozens of employers to off er more 
appealing transit options.

Still, expanding transit services is 
just one component of alleviating traf-
fi c, and it remains unclear if stakehold-
ers in the Legacy business area would 
be willing to alter their transportation 
habits. In a Kimley-Horn survey of Leg-
acy-business-area commuters, only 
21 percent of respondents said they 
would use convenient transit options if 
they were made available.

In recent statements, Liberty Mutual 
and Toyota each reaffi  rmed their 
commitment to working with other 

CONGESTION

If convenient routes/schedules were 
available, would you use transit to: 
commute to the Legacy business area?  

SURVEY QUESTION

36% 
Maybe

21% 
Yes

43% 
No 

5

TIMELINE

Corporations that have relocated operations to Plano have brought 
thousands of commuters with them. The following numbers include 
employees some of the major corporations have added to new offi ces:

A   Toyota: 4,100 

B   NTT Data: 600

C   JPMorgan Chase & Co.: 4,300 

D   Fedex Offi ce: 1,000

E   Liberty Mutual: 5,000 

COMMUTERS

Drivers line Legacy Drive during rush hour in Plano’s Legacy West mixed-use development.
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As part of its 2016 study, the city polled 
residents and stakeholders in the 
Legacy business area.
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April    The city of Plano 

requests the North 

Central Texas Council of 

Governments include 

the organization of a 

Plano TMA in the coun-

cil’s transportation 

improvement program.

November    Kimley-Horn releases the 

mobility study, which says the organi-

zation of a transportation management 

association is one of the most viable 

solutions to alleviating road congestion.

August    The City of 

Plano forms a nonprofi t 

to organize a TMA and 

appoints interim board 

members.

September    NCTCOG 

approves the city of Plano’s 

request to be included 

in the transportation im-

provement program, and 

they begin creating a fund-

ing agreement to provide 

to the Texas Department of 

Transportation.

November    The city of Plano is 

informed by NCTCOG that TxDOT has 

yet to approve the funding agree-

ment—pushing back the anticipated 

disbursement of funds into 2019.
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Legacy-area corporations as part of the 
future TMA. 

“Our experience working with TMAs 
around the country indicates that they 
are worthwhile enterprises that help 
to foster a more effi  cient and user-
friendly transportation environment 
and thus benefi t the community as a 
whole,” Liberty Mutual said in a state-
ment. “We recognize that a sustained 
eff ort over time will be needed in order 
to advance a new way of thinking 
about transportation in the Plano area, 
and we are interested in being a part of 
the solution.”

FedEx Offi  ce was unable to comment 
before this paper’s print deadline. A 
spokesperson for NTT Data said they 
were not aware of plans for the com-
pany to  participate in the TMA pro-
cess. JPMorgan Chase & Co. declined to 
comment on their commitment to the 
TMA.

Having completed the required steps 
provided by NCTCOG to organize the 
TMA, Plano offi  cials are now waiting 
for TxDOT to greenlight the funding 
agreement before they can fi nally 
begin the employer recruiting process.

2015
The city of Plano 

commissions Kimley-Horn 

to conduct a mobility study 

of Legacy business area.

20162017

2018

Intersections with traffi c delays of 115 seconds or higher:

1   Legacy Drive and SH 121

2   Dallas Parkway and SH 121

3   Parkwood Boulevard and SH 121 

4   Preston Road and Sam Rayburn Tollway 

5   Legacy Drive and Dallas Parkway

As Plano-based corporations continue adding more commuters to the roads, 
traffi c conditions in Plano’s northwest corridor are expected to worsen,
 according to a city-commissioned mobility study. Even while factoring 
planned road construction and expansion projects, that congestion may 
translate to upwards of 115 seconds of traffi c delays per vehicle during peak 
evening rush hour at several major intersections in the study area.
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from the state and federal government, 
informed the city of Plano in Novem-
ber of delays in the Texas Department 
of Transportation’s approval of a fund-
ing agreement, according to the city. 
That delay is expected to push back the 
anticipated date of the disbursement 
of funds into 2019.

Even while factoring the city’s 
planned road construction and expan-
sion projects, the anticipated future 
congestion is expected to reach nearly 
2 minutes of traffi  c delays during peak 
evening rush hour at several major 
intersections in the study area, accord-
ing to the Kimley-Horn study. The delays 
could back traffi  c up through multiple 
intersections on Legacy Drive, the study 
said, causing gridlock at times around 
the new employment hub.

“Right now, we’ve been sort of stuck 
in a contracting loop with [the Texas 
Department of Transportation],” said 
Peter Braster, city of Plano director of 
special projects. “The money comes 
through TxDOT. … As far as we know, 
everything is ready to go, it just hasn’t 
been signed by someone at TxDOT.”

A SERIES OF DELAYS

The city of Plano fi rst commissioned 
the Kimley-Horn study in late 2015—
not long aft er Toyota had announced 
its plans to relocate its North American 

headquarters to Plano 
and before the unveil-
ing of the now-bustling 
Legacy West corporate 
and mixed-use devel-
opment.

At the time, the study 
highlighted the organi-
zation of a transporta-
tion management asso-
ciation, a voluntary 
coalition of employers working to alle-
viate congestion in a specifi c region, 
as one of the most viable options in 
mitigating future traffi  c issues in the 
Legacy business area.

Soon aft er the release of the study in 
November 2016, the city of Plano made 
contact with NCTCOG to be included in 
the council of governments’ transpor-
tation improvement program, Braster 
said in an email.

“Unfortunately, the project agree-
ment was not executed before the end 
of [fi scal year] 2018, and it is not in the 
new state funding document, so it will 
have to be re-added,” Christie Gotti, a 
senior program manager at NCTCOG, 
said in a statement. “We anticipate 
it would be re-approved in the late 
March, early April 2019 timeframe. At 
that point, the City can execute the 
agreement with TxDOT to gain access 
to the funds.”

Meanwhile, companies like Liberty 

Mutual, Toyota, JPMorgan Chase & 
Co., NTT Data and FedEx Offi  ce have 
brought thousands of new employ-
ees, and consequently more vehicles, 
into the Legacy business area. Those 
fi ve corporations alone have added 
roughly 15,000 new employees to the 
area, according to recent employee tal-
lies provided by the companies to Com-
munity Impact Newspaper.

As city offi  cials continue their work 
to secure funding for the future TMA, 
some of the corporations in the area 
have already begun working to provide 
their employees fl exible transportation 
options.

“We have a fl exible work policy, 
where team members and managers 
have a handful of options they can 
work with to help accommodate easier 
travel into work, but still meet daily 
business needs,” Toyota spokesperson 
Karen Nielsen said in an email. “We’ve 
also taken signifi cant steps to ensure 

our campus is environmentally friendly 
as possible. As a part of that eff ort, we 
support—and are continually looking 
at—alternative transportation options, 
including carpooling and ridesharing.”

SEEKING CORPORATE BUY-IN

Even if the city of Plano funded mul-
tiple proposed road-improvement proj-
ects recommended in the study, Kim-
ley-Horn’s traffi  c models showed only 
marginal reductions in future traffi  c 
delays.

According to an NCTCOG presenta-
tion highlighted in the study, the result 
of a successful TMA goes beyond poten-
tial remedies for traffi  c conditions, but 
also includes improving regional air 
quality, decreasing parking demands 
and reducing transportation costs for 
employees. NCTCOG points to part-
nerships with transit agencies as one 
method of achieving those goals.

Dallas Area Rapid Transit has 

recently expanded its services in the 
Legacy business area to include on-de-
mand shuttle services, and Tarrant 
County’s Trinity Metro has partnered 
with dozens of employers to off er more 
appealing transit options.

Still, expanding transit services is 
just one component of alleviating traf-
fi c, and it remains unclear if stakehold-
ers in the Legacy business area would 
be willing to alter their transportation 
habits. In a Kimley-Horn survey of Leg-
acy-business-area commuters, only 
21 percent of respondents said they 
would use convenient transit options if 
they were made available.

In recent statements, Liberty Mutual 
and Toyota each reaffi  rmed their 
commitment to working with other 

CONGESTION

If convenient routes/schedules were 
available, would you use transit to: 
commute to the Legacy business area?  

SURVEY QUESTION

36% 
Maybe

21% 
Yes

43% 
No 

5

TIMELINE

Corporations that have relocated operations to Plano have brought 
thousands of commuters with them. The following numbers include 
employees some of the major corporations have added to new offi ces:

A   Toyota: 4,100 

B   NTT Data: 600

C   JPMorgan Chase & Co.: 4,300 

D   Fedex Offi ce: 1,000

E   Liberty Mutual: 5,000 

COMMUTERS

Drivers line Legacy Drive during rush hour in Plano’s Legacy West mixed-use development.

G
A

V
IN

 P
U

G
H

/C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 IM
PA

C
T 

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

As part of its 2016 study, the city polled 
residents and stakeholders in the 
Legacy business area.
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Plano TMA in the coun-

cil’s transportation 

improvement program.

November    Kimley-Horn releases the 

mobility study, which says the organi-

zation of a transportation management 

association is one of the most viable 

solutions to alleviating road congestion.

August    The City of 

Plano forms a nonprofi t 

to organize a TMA and 

appoints interim board 

members.

September    NCTCOG 

approves the city of Plano’s 

request to be included 

in the transportation im-

provement program, and 

they begin creating a fund-

ing agreement to provide 

to the Texas Department of 

Transportation.

November    The city of Plano is 

informed by NCTCOG that TxDOT has 

yet to approve the funding agree-

ment—pushing back the anticipated 

disbursement of funds into 2019.
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FALL  EVIDENT IN YOUNGER GRADES

In a report presented to the Plano ISD board of trustees in October, 
district staff outlined the grade levels that saw the biggest 
enrollment drops relative to pre-year projections. The age groups 
that differed most from the expected numbers were generally the 
lower grades, ranging from kindergarten through seventh grade.

in Plano ISD schools than district staff  
had expected.

Demographic studies  suggested the 
district could expect 188 fewer students 

to enroll this year than in 2017-18, a 
continuation of an ongoing trend in 
which the kindergarten classes coming 
in are smaller than graduating classes 
going out. However, the actual decline 
was four-and-a-half times as large, 

according to a district report presented 
in October to trustees.

Overall, the district was 662 stu-
dents below the projected numbers 
for the 2018-19 school year. Enrollment 
was lower than expected at all but 

“We do hope that we continue to grow 
[in enrollment] from Oct. 5 through 
the end of the month,” McDowell told 
trustees at the time. “We will not make 
up 662 students, unless the people at 
this table have heard of some major 
infl ux of student enrollment that I have 
not heard about.”

The change was driven in large part 
by the incoming kindergarten class 
being 3.5 percent below the projected 
levels, even as a larger 12th-grade class 
had just graduated in the fall. Incom-
ing kindergarten classes are particu-
larly diffi  cult to estimate, McDowell 
said, because the best information dis-
tricts have to go off  of is the number of 
births in the area fi ve years earlier.

The district had actually anticipated 
a slightly larger kindergarten class this 
year than it had in 2017-18, due to an 
increase in the number of births in 
2013, district records show. 

“As the demographer does try to 
project incoming kindergarteners, 
[births are] really the best way that we 
have to try to project that,” McDowell 
said.

Over the next two years, the district 
is preparing for a slightly larger infl ux 
of students based on higher birth rates 
demographers tracked in 2014 and 
2015. But the lower-than-expected 
enrollment this year could adjust the 
district’s expectations going forward, 
McDowell said. 

DEALING WITH A SHORTFALL

The October report attracted the 
attention of trustees, several of whom 
asked how the demographer’s num-
bers could be so far off  the mark.

“When you look at the numbers—662 
[and] 850—that’s a school,” trustee 

Yoram Solomon said at the meeting. 
“That’s an elementary school. We have 
a spare elementary school, essentially. 
We need to get to the bottom of under-
standing why the projections—I mean, 
the biggest part of it is the projections 
being off  by 1.3 percent.”

School board President Missy Bender 
pointed out that the numbers provided 
by the demographer were within the 
range of accuracy that they aim for, 
but that the numbers have produced 
issues for the district all the same. 

“They tell you they try to be within 
about 1 or 2 percent [of total student 
enrollment], and they are,” Bender 
said. “It’s just that every year, we’re 
ticking down, ... so cumulatively, it 
adds up over time.”

This year, McDowell said, the district 
has several methods of addressing the 
roughly $3 million budget shortfall. 
However, the district is probably not 
looking at having to shrink staff  size at 
schools mid-year, he said.

“Here in the middle of the year, if all 
departments have to cut their budgets 
or campuses have to cut their budgets, 
that’s probably pretty drastic in the 
grand scheme,” McDowell said.

Instead, the administration plans to 
monitor opportunities for cost-savings 
in contracts, and can lean on other 
budgetary options, such as savings 
from vacancies that emerge through-
out the year. The district also has other 
budgetary options that can help close 
the $3 million gap.

“That’s why we have fund balance 
too, to kind of off set the ups and 
downs,” McDowell said.
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one grade level. Because the state’s 
payments to PISD are partly based on 
average daily attendance, the district is 
also having internal discussions about 
the $3 million budget shortfall that is 
expected to result. 

“It’s probably going to aff ect future 
budgets more than the current year 
budget,” said Randy McDowell, the 
district’s chief fi nancial offi  cer. “I 
would say [there will be] little impact 
on the current year budget or staffi  ng.”

The district does not yet know the 
full demographic breakdown of the 
students who did not enroll, nor a 
reason for why the projections were 
higher than the actual results. As of 
this paper’s print deadline, McDowell 
said the district was preparing a more 
detailed snapshot report to send to its 
demographer for further analysis.

That analysis is expected to be com-
pleted and made available to trustees 
sometime in the spring, McDowell 
said.

In the meantime, the district is dis-
cussing how to deal with a shortfall 
in expected revenue from the state of 
Texas.

BIRTH RATES AND EXPECTATIONS

PISD trustees fi rst reviewed the 
unexpectedly large enrollment decline 
at a public meeting in October.

At the time, the district was review-
ing numbers from earlier that month. 
More up-to-date numbers would not 
be available, McDowell said, until later 
in the school year.
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Birth rates in Plano declined from 2006 to 2013, one of the reasons 
demographers knew to expect a lower student population in 2011.

SOURCES: PLANO ISD, TEMPLETON 
DEMOGRAPHICS/COMMUNITY 

IMPACT NEWSPAPER

School demographers 
use enrollment ratio to 
estimate the number of 
students to expect in 
each kindergarten class. 
Enrollment ratio takes the 
number of students who 
enroll in kindergarten as a 
percentage of the number 
of children who were born 
fi ve years earlier. This 
year, the kindergarten 
enrollment ratio was 90.1% 
of births fi ve years earlier, 
roughly in line with the 
average ratio since 2011. 

In the 2017-18 
school year, 
however, 
enrollment as a 
percentage of births 
was considerably 
higher as more 
students enrolled in 
kindergarten over 
the previous year 
even as births in 
that age group had 
dropped.

Demographers 
expect a larger 
kindergarten class 
to enroll next year. 
The number of 
Plano births in the 
age group that will 
make up next year’s 
kindergarten class 
grew by 187 from 
2013 to 2014. These 
estimates could 
change as the district 
re-examines this 
year’s numbers.

90.1% 94.3% +187
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“WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE 
NUMBERS—662 [AND] 
850—THAT’S A SCHOOL. 
THAT’S AN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL. WE HAVE A 
SPARE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, ESSENTIALLY.”

—YORAM SOLOMON
MEMBER OF PLANO ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The district expected 
grades 2-4 to see 
year-over-year 
declines from the 
2017-18 school year, 
but each class came 
in even lower than 
pre-year projections.

The only grade 
level to record 
enrollment above 
its pre-year 
projection was 
11th grade.

Of all PISD 
grade levels, 
kindergarten 
came in the 
furthest 
below the 
projections 
expected at 
the outset of 
the year.
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Orangetheory Fitness North Richardson
1300 W. Plano Parkway #140 | Plano, TX 75074

Get more out of life at orangetheoryfi tness.com
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FOR SPECIAL PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP RATES.



Plano edition • November 2018 23

S
T
U
D
E
N
T 
S
H
O
R
T
FALL  EVIDENT IN YOUNGER GRADES

In a report presented to the Plano ISD board of trustees in October, 
district staff outlined the grade levels that saw the biggest 
enrollment drops relative to pre-year projections. The age groups 
that differed most from the expected numbers were generally the 
lower grades, ranging from kindergarten through seventh grade.

in Plano ISD schools than district staff  
had expected.

Demographic studies  suggested the 
district could expect 188 fewer students 

to enroll this year than in 2017-18, a 
continuation of an ongoing trend in 
which the kindergarten classes coming 
in are smaller than graduating classes 
going out. However, the actual decline 
was four-and-a-half times as large, 

according to a district report presented 
in October to trustees.

Overall, the district was 662 stu-
dents below the projected numbers 
for the 2018-19 school year. Enrollment 
was lower than expected at all but 

“We do hope that we continue to grow 
[in enrollment] from Oct. 5 through 
the end of the month,” McDowell told 
trustees at the time. “We will not make 
up 662 students, unless the people at 
this table have heard of some major 
infl ux of student enrollment that I have 
not heard about.”

The change was driven in large part 
by the incoming kindergarten class 
being 3.5 percent below the projected 
levels, even as a larger 12th-grade class 
had just graduated in the fall. Incom-
ing kindergarten classes are particu-
larly diffi  cult to estimate, McDowell 
said, because the best information dis-
tricts have to go off  of is the number of 
births in the area fi ve years earlier.

The district had actually anticipated 
a slightly larger kindergarten class this 
year than it had in 2017-18, due to an 
increase in the number of births in 
2013, district records show. 

“As the demographer does try to 
project incoming kindergarteners, 
[births are] really the best way that we 
have to try to project that,” McDowell 
said.

Over the next two years, the district 
is preparing for a slightly larger infl ux 
of students based on higher birth rates 
demographers tracked in 2014 and 
2015. But the lower-than-expected 
enrollment this year could adjust the 
district’s expectations going forward, 
McDowell said. 

DEALING WITH A SHORTFALL

The October report attracted the 
attention of trustees, several of whom 
asked how the demographer’s num-
bers could be so far off  the mark.

“When you look at the numbers—662 
[and] 850—that’s a school,” trustee 

Yoram Solomon said at the meeting. 
“That’s an elementary school. We have 
a spare elementary school, essentially. 
We need to get to the bottom of under-
standing why the projections—I mean, 
the biggest part of it is the projections 
being off  by 1.3 percent.”

School board President Missy Bender 
pointed out that the numbers provided 
by the demographer were within the 
range of accuracy that they aim for, 
but that the numbers have produced 
issues for the district all the same. 

“They tell you they try to be within 
about 1 or 2 percent [of total student 
enrollment], and they are,” Bender 
said. “It’s just that every year, we’re 
ticking down, ... so cumulatively, it 
adds up over time.”

This year, McDowell said, the district 
has several methods of addressing the 
roughly $3 million budget shortfall. 
However, the district is probably not 
looking at having to shrink staff  size at 
schools mid-year, he said.

“Here in the middle of the year, if all 
departments have to cut their budgets 
or campuses have to cut their budgets, 
that’s probably pretty drastic in the 
grand scheme,” McDowell said.

Instead, the administration plans to 
monitor opportunities for cost-savings 
in contracts, and can lean on other 
budgetary options, such as savings 
from vacancies that emerge through-
out the year. The district also has other 
budgetary options that can help close 
the $3 million gap.

“That’s why we have fund balance 
too, to kind of off set the ups and 
downs,” McDowell said.
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one grade level. Because the state’s 
payments to PISD are partly based on 
average daily attendance, the district is 
also having internal discussions about 
the $3 million budget shortfall that is 
expected to result. 

“It’s probably going to aff ect future 
budgets more than the current year 
budget,” said Randy McDowell, the 
district’s chief fi nancial offi  cer. “I 
would say [there will be] little impact 
on the current year budget or staffi  ng.”

The district does not yet know the 
full demographic breakdown of the 
students who did not enroll, nor a 
reason for why the projections were 
higher than the actual results. As of 
this paper’s print deadline, McDowell 
said the district was preparing a more 
detailed snapshot report to send to its 
demographer for further analysis.

That analysis is expected to be com-
pleted and made available to trustees 
sometime in the spring, McDowell 
said.

In the meantime, the district is dis-
cussing how to deal with a shortfall 
in expected revenue from the state of 
Texas.

BIRTH RATES AND EXPECTATIONS

PISD trustees fi rst reviewed the 
unexpectedly large enrollment decline 
at a public meeting in October.

At the time, the district was review-
ing numbers from earlier that month. 
More up-to-date numbers would not 
be available, McDowell said, until later 
in the school year.
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School demographers 
use enrollment ratio to 
estimate the number of 
students to expect in 
each kindergarten class. 
Enrollment ratio takes the 
number of students who 
enroll in kindergarten as a 
percentage of the number 
of children who were born 
fi ve years earlier. This 
year, the kindergarten 
enrollment ratio was 90.1% 
of births fi ve years earlier, 
roughly in line with the 
average ratio since 2011. 

In the 2017-18 
school year, 
however, 
enrollment as a 
percentage of births 
was considerably 
higher as more 
students enrolled in 
kindergarten over 
the previous year 
even as births in 
that age group had 
dropped.

Demographers 
expect a larger 
kindergarten class 
to enroll next year. 
The number of 
Plano births in the 
age group that will 
make up next year’s 
kindergarten class 
grew by 187 from 
2013 to 2014. These 
estimates could 
change as the district 
re-examines this 
year’s numbers.
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SCHOOL, ESSENTIALLY.”

—YORAM SOLOMON
MEMBER OF PLANO ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The district expected 
grades 2-4 to see 
year-over-year 
declines from the 
2017-18 school year, 
but each class came 
in even lower than 
pre-year projections.

The only grade 
level to record 
enrollment above 
its pre-year 
projection was 
11th grade.

Of all PISD 
grade levels, 
kindergarten 
came in the 
furthest 
below the 
projections 
expected at 
the outset of 
the year.
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1 DOZEN
PORK TAMALES FREE

Hirsch’s Meats opened in 1992 to provide customers with a higher 
quality meat selection than found in most grocery stores.  Owner 
Gary Hirsch says his favorite items include Wagyu and dry-aged 
prime beef, shop-made sausages, crab dip and smoking woods.  
Gary has been named small business person of the year by the 
Plano Chamber of Commerce and his shop is a City of Plano 
Certifi ed Green Business. 
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12-31-1812-31-18

$10.00 OFF 
Purchase of $50.00 or more

Not Eligible for the 12 Days of Christmas 
package. O� er Expires 12-31-18

12 Days of Christmas Special 
THE PERFECT GIFT! INCLUDES:

- 12 wines selected by our experts 
- A recipe for each selection - Gift Wrapped

$250 EACH
Orders must be placed by December 14th• Pick up in store, or we will ship!

4017 Preston Rd. 
Plano, TX (in Lakeside Market)

972-403-9463
www.cornerwines.com

YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
WINE STORE
no matter where you live!

Spring Creek Pkwy.

Preston Rd.

Baywater Dr.

- Over 450 wines
- Regular Tastings & Pairing Events
- Locally owned for 12 years

Family owned Chinese restaurant serving the freshest and 
best Chinese cuisine with a twist of upper northeast 

flavor and style! 

CANTON EXPRESS
CHINESE RESTAURANT

Dine In – Delivery– Carry Out   11AM-9:30PM Daily
Canton Express Extra Dark seasoning sauces available upon request!
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1501 Preston Rd #250
Plano, TX 75093
972-735-8646

Customers beyond our 5 mile range can 
use the following delivery services

ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE AT
www.cantonexpressplano.com

FREE CHEESE RANGOON APPETIZER!
Any Order Over $25

(Delivery charge not included)
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

4 FREE EGG ROLLS!
Any Order Over $25

(Delivery charge not included)
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Shell Gas

Canton
Express

OPEN ON CHRISTMAS DAY!

FOR ANY ORDER OVER $20 

Free DELIVERY

FLAVORFUL

FAST FRESH

Legacy Dr.

Coit Rd

6909 Coit Rd #204 | 214 - 227-1818 | Order Online

Free

COME TRY OUR 
NEW MENU 

INCLUDING BENTO 
BOXES & UDON!

20% OFF
ENTIRE MEAL

Expires 12-31-18. Not valid with other o� ers.

Leg

NEW MENU 
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Up to $150 off . Must 
menti on when making 

reservati on

What the _____ is 
WhirlyBall?WhirlyBall?

A competitive mix of lacrosse, 
basketball and bumpercars!

WhirlyBall (n) :

BIRTHDAY PARTIES | CORPORATE EVENTS | PRIVATE PARTIES | LASER TAG

3115 W. PARKER RD. | 972-398-7900 | WHIRLYBALLPLANO.COM

Up to $150 off . Must 
menti on when making menti on when making 

reservati on

 COURT TIME

RECEIVE 

20% off 
 when you mention 

Community Impact!
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E. 15TH ST.

75

JOIN US FOR A 
HAPPY HOUR, WATCH 
THE GAME ON OUR OF OUR 
BIG SCREEN TVS, OR RELAX WITH 
FRIENDS AT ONE OF OUR PATIO TABLES.

Free 
AppeTizeR 
oR DessErt

 WITH PURCHASE 
OF $25 OR MORE 

(Can not be combined with any other 
off er. Plano location only. Expires 12/31/2018)

1320 Central Expy, Plano, TX 75074
972-422-0003 | www.fi shntails.com

75

Alm
a Dr.

                            W. P
ark Blvd

1915 N. Central Expy., Ste 340, Plano  |  (469) 534-5752  |  co� eedelrey.com

P L A N O ’ S  O N LY

$2.00 OFF 
1 lb bag of roasted co� ee

Cannot be combined with any other o� ers.  
Expires 12/31/18

Micro Roaster

A roastery is the place for the FRESHEST co� ee you 
can buy & a delightful experience for true co� ee lovers.

ROASTED COFFEE & OTHER GIFTS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD

FOR THE COFFEE LOVER IN YOUR LIFE!

With a Purpose
Delicious Co� ee

Your One Stop Shop for 
Convenience & Quality Service

Mail Your Holiday 
Packages Here!

(469) 929-6556
3509 E Park Blvd Ste 220

Plano, TX 75074 (Next to Wal-Mart)
with this coupon.
Expires 12.31.18

We can be your Package Concierge.

10% OFF 

Don’t let thieves take your 
Christmas deliveries!

§ Stamps
§ Shipping

§ Packaging
§Mailbox Rental
  Services

W
. Parke r  Rd.

75

LOWER PRICES
LESSER WAITING TIMES

FREE consults for natural remedies

Prescriptions � lled while you 
wait, usually within 15 minutes!

230 W Parker Rd Suite 210-B Plano, TX 75075
Hours: Mon - Sat: 8am - 5:30pm Sunday: Closed
469-782-1646 • EXPRESSPHARMACY4LESS.COM

Use your 
HSA funds 

TODAY 10% OFF
TRANSFERS
Expires 12/31/2018

Greg Majors R.Ph
Family Owned
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Buy One Entree, 
Get One FREE!
NOT VALID ON DAILY SPECIALS.

One coupon valid per table. Dine-In Only. 
Free entree choice must be a menu item 
and of equal or lessor value.  Not valid 
with any other offer including All You 

Can Eat Specials. Expires 12/31/18.

Serving great food
for over 37 years!

www.fishmongersplano.com
Order Online!

2301 N. Central Expy. • Ste 195, Plano • 972-423-3699

All You Can Eat Specials 
Sunday through Thursday!

Alm
a Dr.

W. Park Blvd.

75

Sweet Gifts  
for the Holidays!

Treat your friends, family,  
clients & staff to the gift 

they’ll never return! 

Let us customize a gift basket, 
gift tin, or ready-to-ship gift 

box! We can even include your 
marketing materials.

Kilwins Plano
at The Shops at Legacy • 7161 Bishop rd, Plano

  (469) 298-0941 • www.kilwins.com/plano

One offer per customer.
Valid thru

One offer per customer.
Valid thru

One offer per customer.
Valid thru

One offer per customer.
Valid thru

One offer per customer.
Valid thru

One offer per customer.
Valid thru

One offer per customer.
Valid thru

Purchase a Single or
Double Scoop of 

Ice Cream, and get any 
Hot Topping FREE!

Purchase a Single or
Double Scoop of 

Ice Cream, and get any 
Hot Topping FREE!

One offer per customer.
Valid thru   

Purchase a Single or
Double Scoop of 

Ice Cream, and get any 
Hot Topping FREE!

One offer per customer.
Valid thru   

Purchase a Single or
Double Scoop of 

Ice Cream, and get any 
Hot Topping FREE!

One offer per customer.
Valid thru   

Purchase a Single or
Double Scoop of 

Ice Cream, and get any 
Hot Topping FREE!

One offer per customer.
Valid thru   

Purchase a Single or
Double Scoop of 

Ice Cream, and get any 
Hot Topping FREE!

One offer per customer.
Valid thru   

Purchase a Single or
Double Scoop of 

Ice Cream, and get any 
Hot Topping FREE!

One offer per customer.
Valid thru   

Purchase a Single or
Double Scoop of 

Ice Cream, and get any 
Hot Topping FREE!

One offer per customer.
Valid thru   

One offer per customer.
Valid thru 12/31/18

One offer per customer.
Valid thru 12/31/18

KILWINS PLANO
at The Shops at Legacy
7161 Bishop Rd., Plano

969-298-0941
www. kilwins.com/plano

Junk Removal & Donation Pick-Up

Single Items to Complete Clean Outs

Residential, Commercial & Storage Units

Above-Ground Pool, Hot Tub & Shed Demolition

Furniture, Appliances, Exercise Equipment & Electronics

We donate, recycle or repurpose nearly 70% of all items collected!

Junk Removal & Donation Pick-Up

Single Items to Complete Clean Outs

Residential, Commercial & Storage Units

Above-Ground Pool, Hot Tub & Shed Demolition

*$15 OFF up to 1/2 
truckload / $30 OFF more 

than 1/2 truckload. 

*May not be combined with other offers. Applies to zip codes 75023, 75024, 75025, 75026, 75074, 75075, 75086, 75093 only!

LET US DO YOUR HEAVY LIFTING!

CALL TODAY FOR  A FREE ESTIMATE 1-800-586-5872

Mention IMPACT
and receive UP TO

$30 OFF*

We will donate two meals for every job 
completed. Book a job - feed a child!!

NOW HIRING!

Locally owned and operated since 1985
2015 Small Business of the Year 

- Awarded by the Plano Chamber of Commerce - 

$200 
OFF 

EXTERIOR 
PAINT

Call today for a 
free estimate!

972-978-7962
Interior & Exterior Painting | From small drywall repairs, up to larger special installations!

No job too big or small
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5809 Preston Rd., Plano, TX ∙ 972.943.8090 ∙ zizikisplano.com

Catering Available
Corporate Events • Weddings • Graduations • Baby/Bridal Showers

B O O K  Y O U R 
Corporate or Holiday   

P A R T Y  N O W !

Corporate or Holiday   

EVERY MONDAY & TUESDAY

HALF PRICE BOTTLES OF 

Select Wine

Parties up to four people. One coupon per table. 
Alcohol, tax & gratuity not included. Not Valid on 

To Go Orders or Brunch. 
Exp. 12-30-18. 

25% OFF ALL ENTREES

Mexican 
Cuisine and 
Tex-Mex 
reimagined

Cuisine and 

reimagined

In
d

ep
en

d
en

ce
 

P
kw

y.

Legacy Dr.

v e g a n  &  v e g e t a r i a n  d i s h e s  a v a i l a b l e !

reimaginedreimagined
T R A D I T I O N A L  M E X I C A N , 
T E X - M E X  &  I N D I A N - F U S I O N !

off
$5

o r d e r s  o f 
$ 3 0  o r  m o r e

Cannot be 
combined with 

other o� ers. O� er 
expires 12-31-18.

7224 Independence 
Parkway

www.litasdallas.com

9 7 2 . 6 1 8 . 4 5 4 2

JOIN US ON THE PATIO 
FOR HAPPY HOUR!

BRUNCH ON 
SATURDAYS & 
SUNDAYS!

Holiday catering
private event today!

Order your

or book your

Follow @juicebarplano
JUICE BAR PLANO

On Preston Rd between 
Spring Creek and Lorimar

JUICES 
SMOOTHIES

BOWLS
SHOTS

FAST/DELICIOUS EATS
HOUSE-MADE SOUPS

JUICE RESETS
CATERING

I L
O

V
E JUICE 

BAR
juices, smoothies 
and more!

any Juice or Smoothie!
Exp 12/31/18

$2 OFF

Vegetarian & Vegan 
Essential Oils
Whole 30 approved
100% whole fruits 
and vegetables

ilovejuicebar.com

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN THE HEART OF PLANOONVENI F PLANO

3115 W. Parker Road, Plano • 469-969-0584 • www.WingDaddysUSA.com 

Wing Daddy’s Sauce House off ers scratch-made wings, burgers, 
salads, and more--the perfect spot for your entire family.

Pint Specials during
Football Games!

Family Friendly

5 FREE Bone-in wings$5 o�  Your Purchase 
of $20 or More with the purchase of a drink & a side

Excludes alcohol. Cannot be combined with any other discounts or offers. 
One per table per visit. Expires 12-31-18

Cannot be combined with any other discounts or offers. 
One per table per visit. Expires 12-31-18

THE HEART OF PLA
OF PLAN

We have NFL Ticket & 
Local/Regional 

College Football 
Coverage!

The World’s Best Wings Football Games!s Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wingss Best Wings
 and So Much More!
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4025 Preston Road, Ste 604 | Plano, TX 75093 | Inside Lakeside Market
972-403-0163| mahjongkitchen.com |............................

We Cater! Covered Patio! Beer and Wine!

Order Your Holiday Catering Today!

Open for Lunch
and Dinner!$5 Off rr

expires 12/30/2018
Valid Monday-Thursday only. Holidays Excluded. Reser-
vations Appreciated. One coupon per visit; must present 

coupon. Gratuity, beverages and alcohol excluded.

Preston Rd.Lorimar Dr.

N

Orders of $30
Or 10% Off Total Order

FALL IS PERFECT WEATHER
FOR UDON!

8245 Preston Rd Ste 100 | Plano, Texas 75024 | (469) 969-6072 | http://ikigaiudon.com

BUY ONE, GET ONE 
ENTREE HALF OFF 

Of equal or lesser value. Expires 12-31-18 

MEAL DEAL: 
RECEIVE ONE REGULAR ENTREE, A 

SIDE* AND A DRINK FOR JUST $9.50!
Expires 12-31-18 *Pork Tonkatsu excluded

RASOR BLVD.

PR
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N

1/2 Price 
Pizza and Beer 
ON MONDAYS

1/2 Price 
Wine 
ON WEDNESDAYS

$7.99 express 
Lunch
MONDAY-FRIDAY

Live Music on 
Weekends!

Buy one 
entree, Get one 

Free
one coupon per table, not 

valid on express lunch, 
off er expires 

12/31/18

(469) 209-0500 | WWW.APOLLONIASITALIANKITCHEN.COM

3610 SHIRE BLVD
RICHARDSON, TX 75082

190
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. JU

PITER RD
.
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IRE BLV
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.
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20%offRECEIVE

Any service when 
you present this coupon.
Expires 12-31-18

Fa� 

3013 W Spring Creek Pkwy, Suite. 500 A  |  Plano  75023
SuzetteAudia.com

Fa� Fa� Fa� 
IN LOVE 

WITH YOUR 
HAIR!

Expires 12-31-18

Walk-ins Welcome!

HAIR DESIGN GROUP

972-208-HAIR
OR

972-489-3536

A Neighborhood Favorite Since 2004
American & Mediterranean Classics 
Open 6am-3pm Tuesday-Sunday

B r e a k f a s t  |  L u n c h  |  B r u n c h

6905 Coit Rd # 106 • LittleGusCafePlano.com • 972.208.0022

$5 OFF 
your Order of 
$25 or more!

Valid Tues-Fri
Exp 12-31-18

CO
IT RD.

LEGACY DR.

Happy H� idays 
� �  Li� le Gus Cafe

Breakfast Served All Day!Breakfast Served All Day!
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SPRING CREEK PKWY.

PARKER RD.

972.423.8088 yellowtailsushiandgrill.com3945 Central Expy, Plano, TX 75023

LUNCH 
SUSHI BUFFET 
7 DAYS A WEEK

DINNER 
WIDE VARIETY OF 

DELICIOUS 
BUFFET OPTIONSSushi, Sashimi, Japanese Cuisine, Salads, Dessert

buffet

$10 off
Dinner Buffet 

VALID MONDAY-THURSDAY. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS. 
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 
MUST PRESENT COUPON. LIMIT 4 PER COUPON.

EXP. 12/30/18

Fresh Made Small Batch Sushi
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