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City officials estimate proposition could cost $85M-$98M in the first year, spur citywide layoffs
Houston voters to decide on firefighter, police pay parity

BY ZAC EZZONE

Years of tension and failed contract 
negotiations have culminated in a 
November ballot measure that could 
provide city of Houston firefighters 
with a pay raise at an amount city 
officials deem unsustainable.  

Residents in Kingwood and other 
parts of the city of Houston will vote 
on Proposition B during the Nov. 6 
election, which will mandate that 
Houston firefighters receive a salary 
increase to match what is paid to 
Houston police officers, if it passes. 

The proposition was placed on 
the ballot after a breakdown in con-
tract negotiations between the city 
of Houston and the Houston Profes-
sional Fire Fighters Association in 
2014 and 2017, resulting in firefighters 
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Post-Harvey San Jacinto River dredging begins INSIDE 18
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Proponents and opponents of Proposition B, which would 
require the city of Houston to pay firefighters the same salary 
as police officers, have strong opinions on whether voters 
should approve the proposition. ALL FIRED UP

[PROPOSITION B] WOULD 
PUT US IN DEEP FINANCIAL 
TROUBLE. THIS IS NOT ABOUT 
BEING ANTI-FIREFIGHTERS, 
IT’S ABOUT THE FINANCIAL 
STABILITY OF THIS CITY.

– SYLVESTER TURNER, HOUSTON MAYOR

City officials estimate 
the proposition could 
cost the city between 
$85 million-$98 
million in the first 
year.

Houston officials 
said about  700-800 
city employees 
will be laid off to 
cover the cost of the 
proposition.

Turner has said 
the city is open to 
offering firefighters a 
9.5 percent raise.*

PROPOSITION B SIMPLY ASKS 
ONE QUESTION: ‘DO YOU 
EQUALLY VALUE THE SACRIFICE 
OF FIREFIGHTERS THE SAME AS 
POLICE OFFICERS?’ 

– MARTY LANCTON, HOUSTON 
PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS 

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

City of Houston 
officials estimate 
firefighters make 

about 25 percent 
less than police 
officers.

More than  
300 firefighters 
have left the 
department for 
higher paying jobs 
within the last two 
and a half years.

Because of years 
of failed contract 
negotiations, 
firefighters have not 
received a raise  
since 2011. 

SOURCES: CITY OF HOUSTON, HOUSTON PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

*LANCTON DISPUTES THIS RAISE WAS EVER FORMALLY OFFERED.

25%

9.5%
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It’s finally fall in Texas, and I absolutely 
love this time of year! Not only are we 
enjoying the cooler temperatures, but we 
have so many exciting things to look for-
ward to this month such as fall festivals, 
Thanksgiving and holiday shopping. Be 
sure to check out our To-Do List on Page 6 
for more information on fun things to do 
in the community this month.

In this issue of Community Impact 
Newspaper, our editorial team examines 
the city of Houston’s Proposition B and 
what led to it being placed on the ballot 
as well as the financial impact it will have 
on the Kingwood area if it passes.

In our second cover story, we examine 
the dredging project the Army Corps of 

Engineers started on the West Fork of the 
San Jacinto River in September. 

The dredging is the first major flood 
mitigation project to begin in the Greater 
Houston area since Hurricane Harvey hit 
the area in August 2017. We explore what 
this project will accomplish as well as 
other ways officials are trying to address 
the significant amount of sediment that is 
deposited in the river.

With Thanksgiving right around 
the corner and the holidays quickly 
approaching, the season of gratitude is 
upon us. Our team at Community Impact 
Newspaper wishes you all a wonderful 
Thanksgiving holiday to you and your 
family!

Voter turnout in Harris and Montgomery counties 
has dropped over the last 30 years, but early voting 
results indicate a high number of voters could par-
ticipate in this year’s election Nov. 6. 

At the close of the first day of early voting, 20,158 
Montgomery County voters had cast ballots either 
in person or by mail—about a 136 percent increase 
from voter turnout on the first day of early voting 
during the last midterm election in 2014, according 
to Texas Secretary of State data.

Similarly, in Harris County a total of 63,188 
voters cast in-person ballots on the first day of 
early voting Oct. 22, which was a county record. 
After including an additional 52,413 ballots sent in 
by mail, a total of 115,601 ballots were counted in 
Harris County on the first day of early voting. 

During the last midterm election in 2014, a total 
of 61,735 ballots were counted on the first day of 
early voting, including 41,520 mail-in ballots. At 
the end of the 2014 early voting period, 360,062 
total votes were cast in Harris County.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

4 IMPACTS
Now Open, Coming Soon & more

6 TO-DO LIST
Local events and things to know

7 TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
News, data on local road projects

9 TRANSPORTATION
Northpark Drive update

10 NEWS BRIEFS

11 CITY & COUNTY
News from Harris and 
Montgomery counties

12 BUSINESS FEATURE
Krafty Shack

13 DINING FEATURE
Tosca Americana

15 PEOPLE
Humble fire chief,  
David Langenberg

20 FEATURED 
NEIGHBORHOOD
Oaks of Atascocita, 77346

21 IMPACT DEALS

Fall feelings in Texas

How is November voter turnout changing?

© 2018 Community Impact Newspaper Co. All Rights 
Reserved. No reproduction of any portion of this issue is 
allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Proudly 
printed by:

ADVERTISE WITH US
For advertising inquiries, please contact us at  
lhkads@communityimpact.com.

Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Send 
it to lhk@communityimpact.com.

Zac Ezzone
EDITOR
zezzone@communityimpact.com

PUBLISHERS AND FOUNDERS
John and Jennifer Garrett
HOUSTON METRO PUBLISHER
Jason Culpepper
GENERAL MANAGER
Hayley Merrill

EDITORIAL
EXECUTIVE EDITOR Joe Lanane
MANAGING EDITOR  Matt Stephens
EDITOR  Zac Ezzone
COPY CHIEF Andy Comer
COPY EDITORS Katherine Powell, Kasey Salisbury
STAFF WRITERS  Shawn Arrajj, Vanessa Holt,  
Emma Whalen, Hannah Zedaker
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS  Kathleen Sison

ADVERTISING
SALES DIRECTOR Tess Coverman

DESIGN
CREATIVE DIRECTOR  Derek Sullivan
SENIOR ART PRODUCTION MANAGER  Jenny Abrego
GRAPHIC DESIGNER  Falayn Ferrell

BUSINESS
GROUP PUBLISHER  Traci Rodriguez
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER  Claire Love

ABOUT US
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community Impact 
Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. The company’s 
mission is to build communities of informed citizens 
and thriving businesses through the collaboration of a 
passionate team. 

CONTACT US
8400 N. Sam Houston Parkway W., Ste. 220
Houston, TX 77064 • 281-469-6181
communityimpact.com
PRESS RELEASES  lhknews@communityimpact.com
SUBSCRIPTIONS  communityimpact.com/subscriptions

281-540-4822 
www.aaronmechanical.com

The Area’s Leading Comfort Experts for ALL Air 
Conditioning and Heating Needs in Your Home

TACLA023312C

• Family-owned and 
operating since 1978
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IMPACTS
for victims of storms to recover. Mem-
bers from The Garden Club of Houston 
installed plants in the garden.  
713-274-4160. www.hcp4.net/mercer

5  MOD Pizza opened at 300 North-
park Drive, Kingwood, in September. The 
pizzeria offers customizable pizzas with 
toppings, such as pepperoni, sausage or 
vegetables, as well as salads. The restau-
rant also offers a preset menu of specialty 
pizzas. All pizzas are made-to-order.  
888-770-6637. www.modpizza.com

6  Zoe’s Kitchen opened at 4505 
Kingwood Drive, Ste. 100, Kingwood, in 
September. The fast-casual restaurant 
chain serves a variety of Mediterranean 
menu items, such as pitas, pasta salads, 
and steak and shrimp kabobs.  
281-973-7008. www.zoeskitchen.com

7  Gringo’s Mexican Kitchen opened 
a new location on Oct. 16 at 21576 Hwy. 
59, New Caney. The Pearland-based chain 
was founded in 1993 and has locations 
throughout the Greater Houston area. 
The restaurant serves Tex-Mex staples, 
such as enchiladas, tacos, flautas and 
fajitas. For drinks the restaurant offers 
various margarita, beer and wine options. 
281-354-3663. www.gringostexmex.com

8  uBreakiFix opened at 19250 W. Lake 
Houston Parkway, Ste. J, Humble, on  
Oct. 15. This technology-repair center 
provides same-day repair service for all 
electronics. The store specializes in cell 
phone and computer repairs.  
281-318-7763. www.ubreakifix.com

COMING SOON

9  On Sept. 17, SWBC Real Estate broke 
ground on The Royalton at Kingwood, a 
multifamily development located on 15.9 
acres of land on Northpark Drive west 
of Hwy. 59. After the construction of the 
development is complete late next year 
the facility will consist of 331 apartments 
with one-bedroom, two-bedroom and 
three-bedroom floor plans. Amenities at 
the development will include a clubhouse, 
fitness center, swimming pool and a dog 
park, among others. 210-525-1241.  
www.swbc.com

10  Burgerim is opening a location at 

NOW OPEN

1  Iekei Ramen & Sushi opened at 
9455 N. Sam Houston Parkway E.,  
Ste. 100, Humble, on Sept. 27. The restau-
rant, which is open for lunch and dinner, 
offers a selection of ramen and sushi 
options. For ramen the restaurant offers 
garlic black bean and spicy miso, among 
other flavors. For sushi the restaurant 
offers salmon, tuna and yellowtail rolls, 
among others. 281-299-7650.  
www.iekeii.wixsite.com/iekei

2  The Rusty Buckle BBQ Company 
opened at 22664 Community Drive, New 
Caney, on Oct. 20. The restaurant offers a 
variety of barbecue options, such as brisket, 
pulled pork and ribs. Also on the menu are 
specialty items, such as the bacon-wrapped 
ribs, or the “redneck sushi,” which consists 
of breakfast sausage, shrimp and cheese 
wrapped in bacon and smoked.  
936-661-8888. www.rustybucklebbq.com

3  Cafe Rian Cajun Cafe opened a new 
location in October at 12230 W. Lake 

Houston Parkway, Houston. The restau-
rant serves a variety of cajun specialties, 
such as jambalaya, gumbo, etouffe and 
blackened snapper. The restaurant’s oth-
er location at 10920 Will Clayton Parkway, 
Humble, will remain open. 281-570-6353.  
www.caferian.com

4  Mercer Botanic Gardens opened its 
new Healing Garden on Oct. 23 at 22306 
Aldine Westfield Road, Humble. The 
garden—which is dedicated to the survi-
vors of natural disasters—offers a space 

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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Parents have a NEW Hospital Choice! Special Pediatric Suite— Less than 10 Minutes to see a Board Certified ER Physician— 5 Star Quality Service 
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FEATURED IMPACT — ANNIVERSARY

Elite Treats Bakery and Pastries is celebrating its 30-year anniversary Dec. 1 at 
2624 Chestnut Ridge Drive, Kingwood, with a customer appreciation day where the 
store will give out free samples of cakes and other treats. The store sells a variety of 
cakes, such as German chocolate, as well as cookies, cupcakes and other desserts. 
281-360-7593. www.elitetreats.net

20845 Hwy. 59, Ste. 200, Humble, this 
fall. The international fast-casual restau-
rant offers 3-ounce mini-burgers, which 
can be customized with numerous top-
pings and sauces. Diners can build their 
burgers from a variety of patty options 
including turkey, lamb, salmon, veggie, 
beef, wagyu beef, dry aged beef and spicy 
beef. The menu also includes chicken 
wings, salads and sides.  
www.burgerim.com

11  Zero Degrees will open at 9473 FM 
1960 Bypass Road W., Ste. 250, Humble, 
this fall. The Asian-Hispanic fusion chain 
specializes in drinks, such as smoothies 
and teas, and snacks, such as chicken 
wings and fries. Its signature drink is 
called the Mangonada, a mango slush 
with real fruit chunks topped with chamoy 
and Tajin seasoning. Customization  
options are available for each drink.  
www.zerodegreescompany.com

12  LemonShark Poke is opening this 
fall at 14309 E. Sam Houston Parkway N., 
Ste. 700. The California-based restaurant 
specializes in poke, which is a Hawaiian 
dish consisting of raw fish served in a 
bowl with vegetables and rice. Lemon-
Shark allows customers to build their own 
bowls by selecting a type of fish, such as 
salmon or tuna, as well as brown rice, su-
shi rice and vegetables, such as onion and 
cabbage. www.lemonsharkpoke.com

13  A new H-E-B location will open in 
Kingwood near Hwy. 59 and Northpark 
Drive. The 103,000-square-foot grocery 
store will anchor a 54-acre tract of land 
that will include 41,000 square feet of re-
tail space. The Texas-based grocery store 
chain has 340 locations throughout the 
state. 210-938-8357. www.heb.com

14  BElagree Fitness is opening in Kings 
Harbor at 1660 W. Lake Houston Parkway, 
Ste. 505, Kingwood, in January. The stu-
dio offers 50-minute classes that combine 
pilates, strength training and cardio. 
www.belagreefitness.com 

15  Memorial Hermann Northeast is 
holding a grand opening for its new  
$70 million patient tower Nov. 16. The 
hospital, located at 18951 N. Memorial 
Drive, Humble, built the tower to replace 
an older existing tower. The facility con-

sists of five floors and holds 90 beds.  
281-540-7700.  
www.memorialhermann.org

RENOVATIONS

16  Raffa’s Waterfront Grill reopened 
in October at 1660 W. Lake Houston Park-
way, Ste. 103, Kingwood, after sustaining 
damage during Hurricane Harvey. The 
restaurant took in about 5 feet of water 
during the storm, which damaged furni-
ture, equipment and the building’s floor 
and walls. The restaurant offers a variety 
of pastas, seafood, steak and other op-
tions. 281-360-1436. www.raffas.net

17  The Walmart located at 2165 
Northpark Drive, Kingwood, reopened 
Sept. 21 after completing renovations. 
The store updated the look of its grocery 
department and expanded its pharmacy 
to include a private consultation room. 
281-358-9992. www.walmart.com

IN THE NEWS

18  The East Montgomery County Im-
provement District provided residents a 
free preview of Gator Bayou Adventure 
Park at Grand Texas, located at the inter-
section of Hwy. 242 and  
Hwy. 59, on Nov. 3. Visitors had the 
opportunity to try out the park’s zip lines, 
70-foot free fall and obstacle course. 
Additionally, there will be a petting zoo, 
pony rides and an alligator exhibit. Gator 
Bayou Adventure Park and another Grand 
Texas attraction, Big Rivers Waterpark, 
were scheduled to open earlier this year, 
but on July 24, Grand Texas officials an-
nounced in a press release the openings 
were delayed. As of press time, park offi-
cials have not announced a new opening 
date. Big Rivers Waterpark is a 40-acre 
park that will offer a wave pool and water 
slides. 281-302-4020. www.grandtx.com

 COMPILED BY ZAC EZZONE 
News or questions about Lake Houston, Humble or 

Kingwood? Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com.

all TOWNHOMES = $226,000
plus, up to $8,000 in CLOSING COSTS*

in Woodridge Forest from now until the end of the year!

*Promotion subject to change without notice. Valid on Chesmar Townhomes in Woodridge Forest contracted and closed from October 4 - December 31, 2018. 
Promotion does not include Chesmar Model Show Townhomes. Up to $8,000 closing cost option only valid when using CLM Mortgage and N-Title. Not redeemable for 
cash. No cash or credit for unused allocations. No exceptions or substitutions. May not be combined with any other offers. See New Home Consultant for more details.

713-898-1737
22487 Soaring Woods Lane

Porter, Texas 77365
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 COMPILED BY  ZAC EZZONELOCAL EVENTS

See a full list of events at communityimpact.com/events.

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, 
business openings, meetings and more in 
the months of November and December
Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/lhk-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

NOV. 9-11

Attend the Houston gem 
and mineral show
The Houston Gem and Mineral Society 
presents its 65th annual gem, jewelry, 
mineral and fossil show at the Humble 
Civic Center. Attendees can peruse and 
purchase a selection of jewelry, minerals 
and fossils. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. (Fri.-Sat.), 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. (Sun.). $8. 8233 Will Clayton 
Parkway, Humble. 281-530-0942.  
www.hgms.org 

COURTESY HOUSTON GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY

NOV. 6

Vote on Election Day
There are numerous national, state and 
county government positions on the 
ballot. Additionally, New Caney ISD has 
three board of trustees positions up for 
election. Follow our coverage at  
communityimpact.com. Find sample 
ballots at www.harrisvotes.com or  
www.mctx.org/election.

NOV. 22-24

Local offices closed for 
Thanksgiving
The offices of local municipalities, includ-
ing the cities of Houston and Humble, are 
closed in observance of Thanksgiving. 
Students who attend New Caney and 
Humble ISDs are also off during this time.

NOV. 17

Enjoy a jazz concert
The Kingwood Big Band presents a 
jazz concert featuring vocalist and 
saxophonist David Caceres at Lone Star 
College-Kingwood. 7:30 p.m. $5-$20. 
Lonestar College Kingwood, 20000 King-
wood Drive, Kingwood. 832-779-1492. 
www.lhmas.org

NOV. 10-11

Listen to a choir group
Kingwood Chorale gives a performance  
commemorating the end of World War 
I. 7:30 p.m. $5-$20. First Presbyterian 
Church of Kingwood, 5520 Kingwood 
Drive, Kingwood (Nov. 10). Atascocita 
United Methodist Church, 19325 Pine-
hurst Trail Drive, Atascocita (Nov. 11). 
713-854-5042. www.lhmas.org

DEC. 1

Attend a Christmas 
market, tree-lighting
The tree-lighting takes place at King-
wood Town Center at 6 p.m. Prior to 
that, attendees have the opportunity to 
purchase goods from vendors and enjoy 
live entertainment. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.  
8 N. Main St., Kingwood. 346-600-2366.  
www.towncenterevents.com

DEC. 1

Attend a play based on a 
C.S. Lewis novel 
The Charles Bender Performing Arts 
Center hosts a performance based on 
the C.S. Lewis novel “The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe.” 6:30 p.m. $15. 611 
Higgins St., Humble. 281-446-4140.  
www.humblepac.com

WORTH THE TRIP 
NOV. 22

Watch the Houston 
Thanksgiving  Day parade
The 69th annual Thanksgiving Day 
parade, sponsored by H-E-B, features 
numerous floats and live performances.   
9 a.m. Free. Downtown Houston.  
713-837-0311. www.houstontx.gov

COURTESY THE CITY OF HOUSTON

� e behavioral
needs of older
adults are unique.

Our Senior Care Program o� ers psychiatric stabilization following behavioral changes 
for senior adults (ages 55+). While patients are in the hospital, our specialty program 
can work on life issues associated with aging, such as:
• Depression
• Grief and Loss
• Anxiety or Agitation
• Memory Loss or Confusion

• Medication Management
• Addiction to alcohol or 

prescription medication

• Loss of Independence
• Regaining or improving 

quality of life

1-281-404-1001
KINGWOODPINES.COM

Free assessments 24-hours per day
Contact our admissions department today

When a patient completes their treatment, we can help families and 
caregivers continue to improve the patient’s quality of life with:
- MEDICATION EDUCATION - CAREGIVER SUPPORT - 

- CONNECTION WITH COMMUNITY RESOURCES -
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

6

RECENT UPDATES
1  FM 1960 widening

The Texas Department of Transportation 
is studying the expansion of FM 1960. The 
state agency plans to convert the four-lane 
undivided highway to a six-lane divided 
highway between FM 1960 Business and 
Lake Houston. TxDOT officials said they 
need to adjust utilities and acquire land be-
fore beginning to accept bids for construc-
tion in 2021 or 2022.  

Timeline: 2022-TBD 

Cost: $98 million

Funding source: TxDOT

2  Loop 494 widening

TxDOT is expanding Loop 494 from two to 
four lanes between Sorters McClellan Road 
and Northpark Plaza Drive. The agency 
plans to send the project out for bids this 
fall, and construction is projected to start 
next year.  

Timeline: 2019-TBD

Cost: $15 million

Funding source: TxDOT

3  Northpark Drive expansion

The Lake Houston Redevelopment Author-
ity is expanding Northpark Drive between 
Hwy. 59 to Woodland Hills Drive from four 

to six lanes. The project will also create an 
overpass at the railroad tracks and will be 
completed in two phases. Construction of 
Phase 1 is scheduled for 2020 while, con-
struction of Phase 2 is scheduled for 2023.

Timeline: 2020-TBD

Cost: $86.2 million

Funding sources: city of Houston, grants, 
LHRA

4  Wilson Road expansion

SER Construction Partners began work on 
the expansion of Wilson Road in January. 
The road will be expanded to four lanes be-
tween just north of Beltway 8 and Atascoc-
ita Road. The planned construction will 
also include the installation of a sidewalk 
extension between Park Lakes Elementary 
School and Viscaro Lane. 

Timeline: January 2018-October 2019

Cost: $9.9 million

Funding source: Harris County Precinct 4

5  Woodland Hills Drive traffic signal

Harris County Precinct 4 is installing a traffic 
signal at the intersection of Woodland Hills 
Drive and Liles Lane. The project is in the 
design phase and the county plans to begin 
construction in 2019.  

Timeline: 2019-TBD

Cost: TBD

Funding source: Harris County Precinct 4

RECENTLY COMPLETED
6  Atascocita Road traffic signal 

Harris County Precinct 4 finished install-
ing a traffic signal at the intersection of 
Atascocita Road and Atascocita Bend Drive 
in Humble on Oct. 4. The transportation 
project was a public-private partnership 
with Elan Development. 

Timeline: July-Oct. 4

Cost: $270,000 

Funding sources: Harris County  
Precinct 4, Elan Development

2

1

3

5

TIMBER 
FOREST DR.

ATASCOCITA
BEND DR.

4

LILES LN.

W
O

O
D

LA
N

D
 H

ILLS D
R

.

All information on this page was updated as of  
10/25/18. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com.

HOW IT WORKS

Could red-light cameras 
become illegal in Texas? 
Red-light cameras are used in municipal-
ities to improve safety at intersections. 
The Texas Transportation Code outlines 
specific requirements for the revenue 
collected through red-light camera viola-
tions, according to the Texas Department 
of Transportation. For example, fines can 
be used to pay for the installation, opera-
tion, administration and maintenance of 
the systems, according to TxDOT.

However, the devices have garnered 
their share of controversy: Opponents 
claim they may lead to an increase in oth-
er types of accidents such as rear-end-
ing, according to Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
office. Since 2014, Texas lawmakers have 
filed numerous bills to repeal or prohibit 
red-light camera ordinances. None of the 
bills have made it to the governor’s desk 
to date, according to Abbott’s office. 

Abbott in mid-September released a 
report in which he called for prohibiting 
local adoption of red-light cameras and 
preempting any local ordinances or 
policies permitting red-light cameras al-
ready in force. The law would need to be 
approved in the state Legislature, which 
convenes Jan. 8. 
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Proudly serving the Lake Houston area including Atascocita,
Humble, Kingwood and East Montgomery County

281-358-8888 | 281-812-9400 | NORTHHOUSTONHOMES.COM

RE/MAX Associates Northeast
2940 Oak Street, Kingwood, TX 77339

Call one of our professional agents for
all your real estate needs.

KINGWOOD DR.
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Y

Buyers & sellers think of
RE/MAX 1ST!

The #1 Name in
REAL ESTATE

The #1 Name in
BRAND AWARENESS

The H� et� n Exp� ts with a W ld of Exp� ience Since 1979!

KINGWOOD DR.

Buyers & sellers think of
RE/MAX 1ST!

The H� et� n Exp� ts with a W ld of Exp� ience Since 1979!

Proudly serving the Lake Houston area including Atascocita,
Humble, Kingwood and East Montgomery County

281-358-8888 | 281-812-9400 | 

Call one of our professional agents for
all your real estate needs.

The #1 Name in
REAL ESTATE

The H� et� n Exp� ts with a W ld of Exp� ience Since 1979!

Each offi ce is independently
owned and operated.
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PRESENTED BY: 

TavolaReindeerRun.com

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2018

Chip-timed 5K and 1K family fun run through the 
beautiful master-planned community of  Tavola. Everyone 
who participates will receive a race t-shirt and goodie 
bag plus a finisher MEDAL. $100 cash award for 
overall top female and male finishers. 

Hosted by the MIX 96.5 morning team, there will even be 
prize drawings for non-runners at our post-race party! 
Holiday festival to follow with Santa, great food and fun! 
Registration is NOW OPEN 

Special TEACHER & STUDENT DISCOUNT - $5 off
use code NCISD5

Interested in sponsoring or volunteering at the race? Contact info@friendswooddevelopment.com
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Construction on $86.17M Northpark Drive improvements to begin in 2020
BY ZAC EZZONE

The Lake Houston Redevelopment 
Authority plans to begin improvements 
on one of Kingwood’s most congested 
roads—Northpark Drive—in 2020, five 
years after completing a study identify-
ing mobility improvement needs in the 
Kingwood area. 

At its Sept. 25 meeting, Houston City 
Council unanimously approved the 
LHRA’s 2019-23 capital improvement 
plan, which includes funding for 15 
intersection improvements and road 
projects totaling $103.68 million. Of the 
total CIP, $86.17 million is allocated to 
widening Northpark Drive, which is a 
four-lane divided roadway. 

LHRA oversees the property tax 
revenue collected within Tax Incre-
ment Reinvestment Zone 10, which 
was created by the city of Houston in 
1997 to spur development in Kingwood, 
LHRA and TIRZ administrator Ralph De 
Leon said. The LHRA uses this fund-
ing to complete transportation and 
other public infrastructure projects in 
Kingwood. 

De Leon said Northpark Drive is one 
of the roads in Kingwood that was built 
when the area was first developed and 
roads were less busy; however, this is 
no longer the case.

According to the Texas A&M Trans-
portation Institute’s 2018 list of the 
state’s most congested roadways, the 
stretch of Northpark Drive from Sorters 
Road to Mills Branch Drive is the 148th 
most congested road in the state, with 
drivers experiencing 138,026 hours of 
delay per mile annually.

“In the case of Kingwood … infra-
structure is 30 years old, so it’s getting 
to the end of its lifespan,” De Leon 
said. “Another case is those roads were 
built with two lanes, but now that the 
subdivision is built out, there’s a lot of 
congestion.”

The first phase of the Northpark 
Drive project will widen the road to six 
divided lanes between Hwy. 59 and 
Russell Palmer Road. This phase of the 
project also includes the construction 
of an overpass at the Union Pacific 
Railroad track, just east of Loop 494. 

De Leon said the overpass will 
ensure public safety vehicles have a 
clear path to bypass the railroad track 
while responding to emergencies.

“If there were a fire, or somebody 
were to have a heart attack, and the 
ambulance got stuck on one side … 
it would not be able to respond in a 
timely manner,” De Leon said.

Like the first phase, the second 
phase of the project will widen the road 
to six divided lanes between Russell 
Palmer Road and Woodland Hills 
Drive. This phase also includes elevat-
ing a portion of the roadway above the 
floodway of Bens Branch, a stream that 
runs north of Northpark Drive. 

De Leon said this portion of the 
road—located near the Hidden Pines 
Drive intersection—has flooded three 
times in the last four years. He said the 
plan is to raise the road to the 500-year 
flood plain elevation so drivers can use 
the road even in high-water situations.

The first phase of the project will be 
funded by the city of Houston and  
TIRZ 10. During fiscal year 2019-20, the 

city will spend $6 million on acquiring 
land and designing the project. During 
fiscal year 2020-21, the city will spend 
$9.45 million and the LHRA will spend 
$23.35 million on construction. 

The majority of the funding for 
the second phase will be covered by 
federal grants, with the remaining total 
covered by TIRZ funds. According to 
the CIP, LHRA will spend $6.53 million 
in TIRZ funds on designing the second 
phase in 2022, and in 2023, the LHRA 
will use $28 million in grant funding 
and more than $12 million of TIRZ 
funds for construction.  

In October, the LHRA submitted a 
grant application for $28 million to the 
Houston-Galveston Area Council—the 
agency that allocates federal grant 
funding to local transportation proj-
ects—to pay for most of Phase 2. 

De Leon said the LHRA will find 
out if the grant application has been 
accepted next year. If the funding does 
not come through, the project will be 
delayed and additional preparation 
work may be necessary. 

NEWS REPORT

NORTHPARK DRIVE
W I D N I N G

Additional lanes: In this phase, the 
LHRA plans to widen Northpark Drive 
from a four-lane divided roadway to 
a six-lane divided roadway between 
Hwy. 59 and Russell Palmer Road.

Overpass: The LHRA plans to build 
an overpass over the railroad track 
near Loop 494 to cut down on the 
congestion caused by trains fre-
quently passing through the area. 

Additional lanes: In this phase, the 
LHRA plans to widen Northpark Drive 
to a six-lane divided roadway between 
Russell Palmer Road and Woodland 
Hills Drive.

Elevating the roadway: The LHRA 
plans to raise Northpark Drive to the 
500-year flood plain where it passes 
through the floodway of Bens Branch.

Pedestrian underpass: The LHRA plans 
to build a pedestrian underpass at Plum 
Valley Drive so residents can access the 
other side of Northpark Drive without 
crossing the road.

PHASE 2
The second phase of the project is 
estimated to cost $47.37 million, and 
construction is scheduled to begin in 2023.

PHASE 1
The first phase of the road is estimated 
to cost $38.8 million, and construction is 
scheduled to begin in 2020.
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The Lake Houston Redevelopment 
Authority plans to begin improvements 
on Northpark Drive in 2020. 

SOURCE: LAKE HOUSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Harris County begins flood plain remappingBaylor Scott & White Health and Memorial 
Hermann Health System announce 2019 merger 

METRO board of directors reviews $3B preliminary 
plan of future projects, discusses 2019 bond election

BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

Harris County received a $6.5 mil-
lion grant from the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security in late Sep-
tember that will help fund an effort 
to remap flood plains throughout the 
county, officials said.

The remapping effort was one of 
several countywide projects pro-
posed to be funded by a $2.5 billion 
bond referendum voters approved 
Aug. 25. The project—which will take 
place over the next five years and 
costs an estimated $25 million—is 
intended to give officials a better idea 
of where flooding takes place during 
rainfall events, said Matt Zeve, dep-
uty executive director with the Harris 
County Flood Control District.

Flood plain maps are also used to 
determine flood insurance premi-
ums, Zeve said.

The $6.5 million grant came with 
the requirement the county sup-
ply $8 million to assist with the 
project. The money will be used to 
help fund the process of reviewing 

qualifications from engineering 
consulting firms, which Zeve said is 
underway. The firm chosen by the 
county will ultimately do the heavy 
lifting with regards to the remapping, 
he said.

“It’s a very extensive process to 
remap an area the size of Harris 
County, just in terms of square miles … 
The funding will help partially pay for 
that engineering work and surveying,” 
Zeve said.

The HCFCD is one of the few dis-
tricts in the U.S. that keeps and main-
tains its own models used to locally 
review to all proposed changes to the 
flood plain, Zeve said.

“For most communities in the 
United States, all that goes through 
FEMA,” he said.

Zeve said the county hopes to have 
all the maps updated by 2023. A 
previous flood plain remapping effort 
began in 2001 following Tropical 
Storm Allison and lasted until 2007. 
That remapping effort cost $33 mil-
lion, Zeve said.

BY EMMA WHALEN

Two of Texas’s major nonprofit 
health systems announced Oct. 1 plans 
to merge, creating one system that will 
cover more than 30 Texas counties 
and employ more than 73,000 people, 
according to a news release.

Baylor Scott & White Health and 
Memorial Hermann Health System 
have entered a stage of exclusive 
negotiations and regulatory review. An 
official agreement will be reached by 
2019, the release stated.

The two systems collectively operate 
68 hospitals, 1,100 clinics and two 
health plans throughout Dallas, Hous-
ton and Central Texas.

Chuck Stokes, president and CEO 
of Memorial Hermann Health System, 
said he believes combining the merger 
will help patients and health plan 
enrollees receive better, more  
affordable care.

“Together, we believe we will be 
able to accelerate our commitments 

BY ZAC EZZONE

The Metropolitan Transit Authority 
of Harris County is shaping its first 
comprehensive regional plan since 
2003, which could include more than 
$3 billion worth of transportation 
projects.

At a Sept. 12 meeting, METRO’s 
board of directors reviewed the 
transit agency’s most recent prelim-
inary plan, which includes funding 
for light-rail extensions, bus rapid 
transit extensions and express bus 
services near downtown Houston.

Additionally, the draft plan 
includes two-way high-occupancy 
vehicle lanes on major highways 
throughout the Greater Houston area. 
According to METRO documents, 
these projects would be completed 
with partnering entities, including 
the Texas Department of Trans-
portation, Harris County Toll Road 
Authority, the city of Houston and 
various other special districts located 
through the county.

The preliminary plan also includes 
transit options to both the William P. 

to make care more consumer centric; 
grow our capabilities to manage the 
health of populations; and bend the 
unsustainable health care cost curve 
in the state,” Stokes said in  
the release.

By the closing of the final agree-
ment, the combined system will oper-
ate under a new name that has yet to 
be determined; however, individual 
locations throughout will continue to 
operate under their existing names. 
This includes Memorial Hermann 
Northeast Hospital in Humble, which 
is located near Hwy. 59 and FM 1960.

NEWS BRIEFS

E X P A N D I N G  
PUBLIC TRANSIT

The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County is shaping its first comprehensive 
regional plan since 2003, which could include more than $3 billion worth of projects.
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Hobby Airport in Southeast Houston 
and the George Bush Intercontinen-
tal Airport in Northeast Houston.

These projects include an esti-
mated $1 billion addition of light-rail 
services from the Fannin South Tran-
sit Center to the William P. Hobby 
Airport and an estimated $98 million 
to create express bus services from 
the George Bush Intercontinental 
Airport to downtown Houston.

These projects are all tentative as 
METRO is still crafting the list of proj-
ects that will be included in the plan, 
as well as its total cost. At the  
Sept. 12 meeting, Carrin Patman, 
chair of the METRO board of direc-
tors, said the transit agency will 
share the plan with the public for 
feedback in the coming months.

After hearing and viewing public 
feedback, METRO will make adjust-
ments to the plan and release a final 
version next year. After finalizing 
the list of projects and costs, METRO 
plans to hold a bond election in 
November 2019 to fund the projects,  
Patman said.

New proposed transportation routes:

   Express bus service

  Light rail transit

  Rapid bus service line

  Local bus service

   New transit center, station 
or park and ride

   Partnership projects

SOURCE: METROPOLITAN TRANSIT AUTHORITY OF HARRIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Memorial Hermann Northeast will operate 
under its existing name after the merger.
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HUMBLE    At its Oct. 25 meeting, 
Humble City Council discussed three 
potential projects the city could fund 
with $6.3 million in grant funding 
Harris County is providing the city. 

The funding is part of the  
$1.12 billion the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
allocated Harris County to assist 
with recovering from Hurricane 
Harvey. Because the grant funding 
is being provided by HUD, it must be 
used for certain housing or commu-
nity projects. 

Humble City Manager Jason 
Stuebe said the city plans to use 
some of the funding to build a new 
fire station on South Houston Ave-
nue to replace the existing station 
on Wilson Road to improve the fire 
department’s response times.

Additionally, the city plans to use 
the funding to build a new police 

department storage facility and a 
new senior activity center. Stuebe 
said the senior activity center would 
have space for emergency manage-
ment storage.

Stuebe said the city will vote on a 
motion to submit its list of projects 
to Harris County at a future meeting. 

MEETINGS

Humble City Council meets at 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 8 at 114 W. Higgins St., Humble.  
281-446-3061. www.cityofhumble.com

Harris County Commissioners Court meets 
at 10 a.m. Nov. 12 at 1001 Preston St.,  
Ste. 934, Houston. www.harriscountytx.gov

Montgomery County Commissioners 
Court meets at 9:30 a.m. Nov. 13 and 20 at  
501 N. Thompson St., Conroe. 
 www.mctx.org

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_lhk

CITY & COUNTY

Animal shelter director, assistant director 
return to work following criminal investigation

Harris County reports more than $1.4B in flood prevention projects underway, approves new tax rates

City of Humble discusses $6.3M grant funding

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY     Aaron 
Johnson, Montgomery County Ani-
mal Shelter Director, and Assistant 
Director Mark Wysocki have been 
reinstated following a criminal 
investigation that found no wrong-
doing, Montgomery County Pre-
cinct 3 Commissioner James Noack 
announced in a news release Oct. 17.

The two employees were previ-
ously placed on paid leave Sept. 18 
after a criminal investigation was 
launched to investigate claims the 
shelter had euthanized 78 animals 
outside of shelter procedures. 
During the interim period, Noack 
served provided oversight for  
the shelter.

“As part of their investigation, the 
grand jury reviewed every recent 
allegation of criminal conduct 

against the shelter employees,” 
Montgomery County District Attor-
ney Brett Ligon said in a statement. 
“They found no criminal liability.”

According to the release, the crim-
inal investigation was conducted by 
the Montgomery County Sherriff’s 
Office, the Montgomery County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office and the Drug 
Enforcement Agency.

“Many of these types of allega-
tions find their way into the criminal 
justice process because there is 
no independent office of inspector 
general that can make a preliminary 
determination into county employee 
behavior and help determine 
whether alleged conduct would ulti-
mately be a criminal matter adminis-
trative matter, or merely an in-house 
disciplinary matter,” Ligon said.

HARRIS COUNTY   Commissioners 
Court approved an agenda Oct. 9 that 
included $400 million in combined 
Harris County Flood Control District 
and Harris County Engineering Depart-
ment items related to flood prevention, 
officials said.

HCFCD Executive Director Russ 
Poppe said one agenda item relating to 
HCFCD included $7 million in agree-
ments for studies on the Addicks-Barker 
Reservoir system and downstream 
Buffalo Bayou, $6 million of which is 
provided by the federal government. 

“If you add everything up, [there is] 
soon to be initiated $200 million worth 
of effort on this court agenda alone,” 
Poppe said.

Harris County Engineer John Blunt 
said his department also plans to start 
about $200 million in projects with the 
approval of the agenda.

Precinct 4 Commissioner Jack Cagle 
asked Poppe to estimate the amount 
of work initiated since the Aug. 25 
bond referendum for $2.5 billion was 
approved by voters.

“If you look at actions that are initi-
ated and are in some sort of progression 
moving forward, we are at $1.4 billion,” 
Poppe said.

Commissioners Court also approved 
the 2018 tax rate for Harris County, 
Harris County Flood Control District, 
Port of Houston Authority and Harris 
Health System.

News from Harris and Montgomery counties and the city of Humble COMPILED BY ZAC EZZONE, VANESSA HOLT AND HANNAH ZEDAKER

HARRIS COUNTY

Tax rates per $100 valuation

HARRIS HEALTH 
SYSTEM

PORT OF HOUSTONHARRIS COUNTY FLOOD 
CONTROL DISTRICT

Harris County Commissioners 
unanimously approved the 2018 
tax rate for Harris County, Harris 
County Flood Control District, 
Port of Houston Authority and 
Harris Health System at its Oct. 9 
meeting. The tax rates for these 
entities has not changed much 
over the past three years.
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‘18 1500 CREW CAB SLT: MSRP $51,455,
$5145 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP. 

‘18 YUKON SLE: MSRP $50,620 - $1500 FACTORY REBATE - 
$8624 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP. 

Several To Choose!

Several To 
Choose!

NEW 2019 BUICK ENCORE
Several To 
Choose!

11300 1960 WESTBeckMastenNorth.com CALL: 832-937-7345

Several To Choose!Several To Choose!

NEW 2019 GMC SIERRA  
        1500 CREW CAB

NEW 2018 GMC 
YUKON

Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only...  1, 3) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... 10% Down + TT&L  Due at Lease Inception (Cash or Trade). Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. 1)$15,171, 3)$18,681 Total Lease Term Payments... 2, 4) 24 Mo. 
Closed End Lease... 10% Down + TT&L Due at Lease Inception (Cash or Trade). Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. 2)$6312, 4)$3576 Total Lease Term Payments... All: advertised leases in this ad include: early termination & excessive 
wear & tear fees, $.25/mile over 10,000 Miles for additional miles, maintenance & auto insurance are customer’s responsibility, penalties and other charges will be imposed for delinquent payments. 1st Payment Not Due For the first 90 days 
from date of purchase(Not available with some other offers).  2) 0% APR w/Approved Credit, 72 Months Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89 Per Month Per Thousand Financed. W.A.C. See dealer for details. Take Delivery by 11/11/18. Prices + 

TT&L. Prices Include All Applicable Rebates & Incentives. No Wholesalers. Only One Ad Unit Per Family.  The Buick Emblem and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors.  

$46,310OR
‘18 ACADIA SLE: MSRP $34,190, 
$8548 BM DISCONT OFF MSRP

$25,642OR $40,496OR $10,124 SAVINGS 
OFF MSRPOR

‘18 ENCORE: MSRP $25,790 LESS $2000 FACTORY 
REBATE LESS $5737 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

$7737
SAVINGS OFF MSRP

$18,053OR OR

Lorem ipsum

Lorem ipsum
Lorem ipsum

Lorem ipsum

30%
SAVINGS OFF MSRP

ON SELECT MODELS 

IN STOCK.9

10% OFF
LEASE FOR 39 

MONTHS1

OR
$469/MO 

25% OFF
LEASE FOR 24 

MONTHS2

OR
$363/MO 

20% OFF
LEASE FOR 39 

MONTHS3

OR
$399/MO 

30% OFF

LEASE FOR 24 
MONTHS4

OR

$149/Mo

ALL MONTH LONG!

NEW 2019 GMC ACADIA SLE
SEVERAL TO 

CHOOSE!

BECK.18132.impact.LH,SLM,TOM.indd   1 10/22/2018   3:51:07 PM
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I n a creativity studio on Chestnut 
Ridge Drive at the front of King-

wood, residents can take art classes to 
explore their talents and find an outlet 
for stress. 

“That’s our goal,” studio staff mem-
ber Ruth Ugarte-Pratt said. “To encour-
age kids’ creativity and love of arts and 
crafts, and promote social behaviors, 
unplugged from devices.” 

In 2006, Ugarte-Pratt and her hus-
band Neil Pratt moved to Kingwood 
from Los Angeles. After the move, their 
daughter Marie Smith, who Ugarte-Pratt 
said has always had a passion for draw-
ing, decided she wanted to teach young 
children how to draw. 

With a financial boost from Pratt, 
Smith opened the Krafty Shack in Jan-
uary 2016 and became its director and 
main teacher. 

Since then, Smith and her best 
friend Katherine Gilpin, a photography 
student, have taught drawing and craft 
classes to school-age children, bringing 
their passion for the creative arts to the 
next generation of creators. 

Starting with two students, the 
classes soon grew to 200 students per 

month learning anime, drawing and 
calligraphy. Smith and Gilpin said they 
noticed how well the act of making art 
helped calm the children and build 
their self-confidence. 

In 2018, Krafty Shack had enough of 
a following to start charging students so 
the class fee covers the artist materials 
the studio buys in bulk.

Besides daily arts and craft classes, 
Krafty Shack also offers painting parties 
for artists of all ages and school holiday 
three-hour day camps for ages five and 
older. Students can paint the provided 
theme, such as a unicorn or shark, or 
provide their own theme. 

In the day camps, students paint, 
have a provided snack, play a game 
that gets them moving—such as musi-
cal chairs or freeze dance—then create 
a craft, which could be origami, jewelry 
making or glass painting. 

“There’s a lot of kids who have stress 
from sibling rivalry, college, peer pres-
sure,” Gilpin said. “We try to keep an 
eye on those kids who are perfectionists 
and who get frustrated with their own 
progress. We get those kids to relax and 
improve.”

Krafty Shack
Art studio helps children unplug, socialize

BY KATHLEEN SISON

Krafty Shack

2614 Chestnut Ridge Drive, Kingwood

281-359-7775

www.kraftyshack.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., closed 
Sat. and Sun.

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 K
R

A
FT

Y
 S

H
A

C
K

K
AT

H
LE

E
N

 S
IS

O
N

/C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 IM
PA

C
T 

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 K
R

A
FT

Y
 S

H
A

C
K

KINGWOOD DR.C
H

ES
TN

U
T 

R
ID

G
E

 D
R

.

STONEHOLLOW DR.

N

1

3

2

1: The Krafty Shack offers painting 
and other crafting classes.  2: Along 
with classes, the studio offers private 
parties. 3: Marie Smith (middle) directs 
the studio with her mother Ruth  
Ugarte-Pratt (left) and Katherine Gilpin. 

BUSINESS FEATURE

The Krafty Shack offers numerous crafting 
classes for children and adults. The 
business also hosts birthday parties and 
painting parties for adults.

• Craft camps ($20): for children ages 
five and older 

• Birthday, painting parties ($195): 
eight-10 people, up to an hour and a half

• Free craft classes: ages vary, three 
classes per child each month

CAMPS, CLASSES OFFERED

At Pain Doctor, we work together to provide 
you with the most Comprehensive and 

Conservative Care possible. 

Currently seeing 
New Patients 

in Kingwood

Pain Doctor was founded on a single 
premise: "Provide world class care that we 

would want for our own mom or dad."

V I S I T  U S  AT  O U R  
K I N G W O O D  L O C AT I O N

WWW.PAINDOCTOR.COM/HOUSTON

Chandler Mann, MD

· American Board of
 Anesthesiology

· American Board of 
Pain Medicine

Leonard Trahan, MD

· American Board of
 Anesthesiology

· American Board of 
Pain Medicine

24018 HWY 59 N
KINGWOOD, TX 77339

281-446-4878

Common Treatments: 
• Kyphoplasty 

• RFA (Radiofrequency Ablation)
• SCS (Spinal Cord Stimulator) 

• ESI (Epidural Steroid Injections)
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E   dilerman Molina, the owner of 
Tosca Americana, was 12 years 

old when he held his first kitchen job. 
“My uncle was a sous chef at a 

restaurant in New York City,” Molina 
said. “The first time I went in, I was 
asked to cut the house-made bread for 
the tables. ... I started to fall in love 
with bread.”

That passion made it to Atascocita 
in January 2017, when Molina opened 
the Italian restaurant Tosca Ameri-
cana on West Lake Houston Parkway. 

“My parents moved to Houston in 
2006,” he said. “Dad liked being close 
to the water because he loves fishing.”

Molina creates Italian favorites such 
as linguine with meatballs and Egg-
plant Parmigiana, recipes shaped by 
his schooling at the Culinary Institute 

of America and his experience 
launching restaurants in New York. 

“It’s rustic Sicilian, with New York 
experience and local flavor,” he said

Examples of local influence are the 
crawfish in the Seafood Fra-Diavolo, 
the fried green tomatoes in the Moz-
zarella Caprese and the Cajun Shrimp 
Alla Vodka. 

“When the customers eat some-
thing here and they like it, it’s 
because the flavors are familiar,” 
Molina said.

Befitting the opera theme that lends 
the restaurant its name, Tosca Amer-
icana features an opera room that 
seats 45 customers who can reserve 
the room at no charge; they just have 
to order from the menu. Musicians 
perform at the restaurant on occasion 

as well, Molina said.
Once the restaurant gets consistent 

business, Molina plans to open an 
Italian chop house where customers 
can order a filet mignon and a side of 
Fettuccine Alfredo. 

“I want it to be within a 30-mile 
radius from here,” he said. “Atascoc-
ita is only 15 minutes from my house, 
so I can enjoy my family and not have 
a struggle after a long day of work.”

Regular diners come to Tosca Amer-
icana from as far as Baytown, Katy 
and Dallas. Word of mouth has raised 
awareness of the Italian restaurant 
tucked away in the corner of a busi-
ness plaza, Molina said. 

“People love that it’s hidden,” 
Molina said. “They love that we’re in a 
corner nook.”

BY KATHLEEN SISON

Tosca Americana

18321 W. Lake Houston Parkway, Ste. 
540, Humble

832-777-1596

www.toscaamericana.com

Hours: Tue.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Sun. 10 a.m.-3 p.m

Tosca Americana
New York City-based chef creates authentic Italian dishes in Humble
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DINING FEATURE

Edilerman Molina, owner of Tosca 
Americana, studied at the Culinary 
Institute of America in New York City.  

THREE DISHES TO TRY

1  Mozzarella Caprese ($9)
This dish features fresh mozzarella, fried 
green tomatoes, mixed salad greens, basil 
oil and a balsamic glaze.

2  Grilled Pork Chop ($24)
A pok chop is served with mashed 
potatoes, broccoli rabe sauteed in garlic 
and oil, and a balsamic maple glaze.

3  Cajun Shrimp  
Alla Vodka ($22)
This dish consists of grilled shrimp and 
penne tossed in prosciutto and pink  
cream sauce.

WE HAVE THE BEST RATES  IN TOWN

PLUS
Insured Up To 

$500,0001

60 Month Jumbo CD
APY*3.56%
APY*

12310 W. Lake Houston Parkway
Houston, TX 77044
713-852-6700 | TexasBayCU.org *APY= Annual Percentage Yield.¹In addition to your accounts being covered by the National Credit Union Association (NCUA) to a 

limit of $250,000, Texas Bay offers Excess Share Insurance (ESI) that provides an additional $250,000 of savings protection to each 
qualifying account at no cost to you.  ESI premium is paid by Texas Bay as another free membership benefi t.

W. Lake Houston Pk w
y.

N

8

Lockw
ood Rd.



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com14

LagoonHouston.com

Beltway 8 at Lockwood 

New Homes from the $200s

Register for your Free
Crystal Clear Lagoon

passes TODAY!

INFORMATION CENTER

Now Open!

Beltway 8 at Lockwood 
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PEOPLE

David Langenberg
City of Humble fire chief

H  umble City Council approved the appointment of David Langenberg as 
the city’s next fire chief at its May 24 meeting. Prior this, Langenberg 

spent time at the Cy-Fair Volunteer Fire Department and the Village Fire 
Department near Memorial City.  

Since joining the city of Humble Fire Department, Langenberg has focused 
on his long-term vision for the department, such as how many total firefight-
ers are needed. The city’s fiscal year 2018-19 budget approved by Humble City 
Council at its Sept. 13 meeting allocated $632,979 to fund six new positions 
within the department. 

Where did you work before coming 
to Humble?
My job prior to this was working for the 
Village Fire Department in the Memorial 
City area. I was there for almost 17 years. 
When I left, I was in the position of dep-
uty fire chief. When I was 16 years old, I 
signed up to volunteer at the Cy-Fair fire 
department. My initial goal in life was to 
go into the Navy. I was trying to get into 
Annapolis and [was told] my application 
was great, but I needed extracurricular 
activities. So, I asked for advice [and was 
told to] become a volunteer firefighter. I 
went to the local fire department … and 
that exposed me to the fire service, and 
I never wanted to get away from it. All of 
my life goals changed at that point, and I 
decided I wanted to be in the fire service.

What was it that made you decide 
you wanted to be in the fire service?
I just remember the adrenaline feeling of 
I’m going into a fire, and that completely 
boggles the mind because your whole life 
you’ve been trained to go away from fire. 
[There was an] adrenaline rush that came 
with that, and then afterwards, it wasn’t 
like the adrenaline rush went away 
because you were genuinely helping 
people. The idea of helping this commu-
nity you grew up in … and being a part of 
something bigger than you.

BY ZAC EZZONE

Assistant fire chiefs

Two long-serving assistant fire chiefs 
lead the city of Humble Fire Depart-
ment alongside Fire Chief David 
Langenberg. 

• Al Taska has worked at the fire 
department for 33 years and has 
served as assistant fire chief for 24 
years.

• Mike Legoudes has served as 
assistant fire chief the duration of 
his almost 21 years at the city’s fire 
department.

 
Why is the department adding six 
new positions this year?
The idea behind that is so we can move 
some staffing around and staff a second 
fire [engine]. Currently we have one fire 
apparatus that is manned for the entire 
city. And then we have two ambulances 
that are staffed. And those two ambu-
lances that are staffed, they are running 
all the time. So, on a pretty regular basis 
we have a need [to run] a third ambu-
lance. But the way that we staff it when 
we need it is to take two [people] off the 
fire engine. So, when you do that, our fire 
engine goes down to two people, which 
reduces our fire protection for the city 
and reduces the number of staffing we 
have for an incident that comes in. 

What are the most common calls the 
department responds to?
About 75 percent of our calls are EMS 
calls. Those are a wide variety, from “I 
stubbed my toe, and I can’t drive myself 
to the hospital” to “My husband or wife 
has fallen on the ground and [is] uncon-
scious.” There is a wide gamut of calls. 

How does the city’s high daytime 
population affect the department?
We have a nighttime population of about 
15,000 but a daytime population of ten 
times that at least. Most of our mutual aid 

calls [for help from other departments] 
are during the day when we have that 
higher population. During the night, we 
are staffed appropriately. During the day, 
it’s a roll of a dice whether or not we’re 
going to need mutual aid. We try to han-
dle everything we can by ourselves, so 
we don’t call mutual aid if we don’t need 
it, but we will call [for help] if we need it 
without hesitation. 

What have you been focusing on 
since starting as fire chief?
One of the things I wanted to do was 
start long-term planning. [I’m] trying to 
determine benchmarks and standards 
for how many firefighters we need within 
the department. I’m still evaluating all 
of that. But when we get to that point, 
that’s when we are going to go to City 
Council and ask, “What level of service 
do you want to provide, and where would 
you like us to be?” And I will give the 
statistics and what we need to get to that 
level of service. So that is a big emphasis 
on what I’m doing.

What short-term changes have you 
implemented since starting?
There have been some short-term things 
as well, such as updating policies and 
procedures ... and defining certain things 
... such as a promotional policy. One exam-
ple was, before the administration said 
“This is the best person for the job” and 
they picked, it wasn’t a defined promotion 
policy. And the guys here, that is one of 
the things they needed. 

SOURCE: CITY OF HUMBLE FIRE DEPARTMENT/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 
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Improve E�  ciency & Productivity 
with the BEST Cloud Phone System 

for Small Business!

Call ESI at (844) 214-8180 to learn how you can get 5 MONTHS OF FREE SERVICE* and NO UPFRONT INSTALLATION CHARGES!   *WITH QUALIFYING PURCHASE

The ESI eCloud PBX delivers a Cloud communications experience like none other! 
We'll even buy back your old business phones so you can begin enjoying the 
amazing bene� ts of Cloud, such as:

Features:
• Beautiful Color Display Gigabit 

Phones 
• Turn Your Smartphone into an 

Extension of your Phone System
• Receive Voicemails in your Email 

Inbox
• Voicemail Transcriptions
• Call Recording for Training & Review
• Advanced Call History Reports
• See Co-Worker Availability
• Unlimited Calling in North America
• Visual Contacts Directory
• Online Help & Training Videos

Bene� ts:
• Simple & Easy to Deploy
• Unlimited Scalability
• Disaster Recovery - Never Miss A Call   
• Easily Manage Your Own Phone 

System  
• Flexible Role-based Feature 

Packages
• Network All O�  ces Together
• Phones Always Under Warranty - as 

long as you have ESI Service
• 30-day Guarantee
• No more expensive trip charges
• Stay on the Latest Technology with 

Automatic Software Updates
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not receiving pay raises since 
2011, HPFFA President Marty 
Lancton said. 

After the contract negotia-
tions ended last year without 
a new deal, the HPFFA col-
lected almost 60,000 signa-
tures on a petition—while only 
needing 20,000—requesting 
Houston City Council to place 
the proposition on the ballot.

Although specifics on how 
this pay parity would be 
implemented are unknown, 
city of Houston officials esti-
mate this measure would 
cost the city between $85 mil-
lion-$98 million in the first 
year it takes effect. Houston 
Mayor Sylvester Turner said 
he believes the cost of the 
proposition is unsustainable, 
and if it passes the city would 
need to lay off hundreds of 
city workers.

“[Proposition B] would put 
us in deep financial trouble,” 
Turner said at the Aug. 8 City 
Council meeting. “This is not 
about being anti-firefighters, 
it’s about the financial stabil-
ity of this city.”

A GROWING DIVIDE

The Houston Fire Depart-
ment services three differ-
ent parts of the Lake Hous-
ton area. There are four 
stations located in Kingwood, 
one in Summerwood and 
five near the George Bush 

Intercontinental Airport. 
The Houston Fire Depart-

ment also occasionally helps 
local departments—such as 
the Humble Fire Department—
if they need assistance, city of 
Humble Fire Chief David Lan-
genberg said. 

The last time the HPFFA 
and city of Houston agreed 
on a contract—which cov-
ers three years—was in 2011, 
which included a 1 percent 
pay increase for firefighters, 
Lancton said. In 2014, the city 
offered firefighters a 4 per-
cent pay increase, but it also 
included cuts to firefighters’ 
benefits, so it was rejected by 
members of the HPFFA.

Collective bargaining nego-
tiations for the firefighters’ 
2017 contract began in March 
of that year but stalled after 
the city and the HPFFA were 
unable to reach an agreement,  
Lancton said. 

At various public meetings 
since negotiations ended 
Turner has said the city is 
open to offering firefighters a  
9.5 percent pay increase. 

However, Lancton said this 
raise was never offered during 
the collective bargaining pro-
cess last year.  

City of Houston officials 
estimate firefighter pay lags 
behind police officer pay by 
about 25 percent, depending 
on rank and position. How-
ever, Lancton said there is 
no language on the ballot 

dictating what percent raise 
firefighters will receive.  

“Nowhere in the petition 
does it say anything about a  
25 percent pay increase,” 
Lancton said. “We don’t 
expect the light switch to turn 
on overnight. We are commit-
ted to working with the city to 
find a solution.”

PAY DIFFERENCES

Along with making less 
than Houston police officers, 
Houston firefighters make less 
than firefighters in other cities 
in Texas and across the coun-
try. For example, according to 
data from the International 
Association of Fire Fighters, 
a Houston firefighter in his or 
her first year of service makes 
$40,170, while a firefighter in 
Dallas makes $49,207, a fire-
fighter in San Antonio makes 
$52,164 and a firefighter in 
Chicago makes $56,304. 

Additionally, in Chicago, 
Dallas, Los Angeles and 
numerous other large cities in 
the country, pay parity exists 
between firefighters and police 
officers, Lancton said.

This difference in pay com-
pared to other cities has con-
tributed to more than 300 
firefighters leaving the depart-
ment in the last two and a half 
years, Lancton said. It also 
makes it harder for the depart-
ment to recruit new firefighters 
and fill cadet classes, he said.

“When you continue to 
have a revolving door, you 
are not getting the best of the 
best,” Lancton said. “If you’re 
talking about retaining quality 
firefighters … our tax dollars 
are going to train [firefight-
ers], and they are leaving for  
other places.”

Houston City Council Mem-
ber Dave Martin, whose dis-
trict includes Kingwood and 
other portions of the Lake 
Houston area, said compar-
ing Houston firefighter pay 
to other cities is not always 
accurate because there could 
be differences between how 
the fire departments operate. 
For example, Dallas firefight-
ers make a higher salary, but 
they also work more hours  
per week.

Nonetheless, Martin and 
Turner both acknowledge 

 CONTINUED FROM 1

CLOSING THE GAP
Starting salaries between departments

HOUSTON FIREFIGHTERS

$43,528-$52,644
Firefighter

$55,333-$72,966
Police officer

$89,220-$93,779
Police sergeant

$64,273 
Captain, communications, 

inspector, investigator, fifth 
through ninth-year mechanics

$40,170
Probationary firefighter

$61,310 
Third-and fourth-year 

engineer operators

$74,293-$81,349 
Senior police officer

$42,000
Probationary police officer

HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS

If voters approve Proposition B, city of Houston firefighters will receive a pay 
increase to match the salary of city police officers that hold a similar rank. 
Salaries were not available for all firefighter and police officer positions.
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The starting salary for firefighters is lower in Houston than the other top 
four largest cities in the state. Additionally, the Houston Fire Department 
services much of the Lake Houston area, including Kingwood, 
Summerwood and near the George Bush Intercontinental Airport.

Lake Houston area fire services

Comparing Houston 

DALLAS
$49,207

HOUSTON
$40,170

AUSTIN
 $52,070

FORT WORTH
 $53,477

SAN ANTONIO
 $52,164

SOURCES: ATASCOCITA FIRE DEPARTMENT, EASTEX FIRE DEPARTMENT, 
HOUSTON PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION, HOUSTON POLICE 
OFFICERS’ UNION, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHTERS, 
HOUSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT, HUMBLE FIRE DEPARTMENT/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Ten out of the 17 fire stations in the Lake Houston area are 
stations for the Houston Fire Department.
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Houston firefighters are 
underpaid and deserve a 
raise, but Turner said asking 
voters to decide the issue is 
harmful to the city.

“When you put employee 
-management decisions into 
the public domain … you 
make the process conten-
tious, and you divide the 
city,” Turner said. “You’re 
putting employees against 
one another. It’s not good  
public policy.”

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

At the Oct. 2 Houston City 
Council Budget and Fiscal 
Affairs Committee meeting, 
City Controller Chris Brown 
presented his office’s analysis 
on the financial effects Propo-
sition B could have on the city if  
it passes. 

Brown said matching fire-
fighter salaries to police offi-
cer salaries would cost the city 
$85 million in the first year 
the measure takes effect—
which does not include the  
7 percent pay raise City Coun-
cil approved for police officers 
at its Oct. 3 meeting. 

Brown said to offset this 
cost the city would need to 
lay off 700-800 employees. 
However, he said he believes 
a solution to the issue still 
exists but must be reached 
through the collective bar-
gaining process.

“It’s through that process 
that the men and women from 
[the Houston Fire Depart-
ment] should be able to nego-
tiate a well-deserved raise,” 
he said. “But one that the city 
can actually afford.”

At a Sept. 4 Houston City 
Council Budget and Fiscal 
Affairs Committee meeting, 
Houston Fire Chief Samuel 
Pena said his department—
which consists of about 4,000 
employees—could not absorb 
the total cost of the proposi-
tion without decimating the 
city’s ability to provide emer-
gency services.

The department’s budget 
for Fiscal Year 2019 is about 
$503 million, which has not 
increased much since 2016. 
Pena said although pay 
increases are needed for fire-
fighters, there are other issues 

needing to be addressed in the 
department as well, such as 
about $45 million to replace 
fire engines and ambulances. 

Because the cost of the 
proposition cannot be fully 
absorbed by the fire depart-
ment, Martin said Turner 
began asking departments 
to look at possible bud-
get and payroll reductions 
in October in the event the  
proposition passes.

Lancton declined to give 
an estimate on how much 
he believes the proposition 
will cost. Instead he said this 
proposition only asks voters 
whether or not firefighters 
should make the same salary 
as police officers.

“Proposition B simply asks 
one question: ‘Do you equally 
value the sacrifice of fire-
fighters the same as police 
officers?’” Lancton said. “We 
have confidence in the citi-
zens of Houston, no matter 
what their decision is.”

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at 
communityimpact.com.

In addition to Proposition B, 
Houston voters will also vote 
on Proposition A on Nov. 6. If 
approved, this ballot measure 
would ensure that funds collected 
from a drainage fee included in 
residents’ water bills are only 
used for drainage improvement 
projects, Houston City Council 
Member Dave Martin said.

“If you vote yes, that keeps city 
administration from using these 
dollars for other general fund 
expenditures,” Martin said. “If 

you vote no, then that lock box 
component goes away and any 
administration can use the money 
for any general fund expenditure.”

Martin said the drainage fee was 
approved by voters in 2010; 
however, this measure is on the 
ballot after the language used 
to describe the drainage fee was 
contested in court. The judge 
ordered the city to hold another 
vote to clarify how the funds 
collected from the drainage fee 
can be spent.

OTHER BALLOT MEASURE
DEFINING PROPOSITION A

 CALCULATING DRAINAGE FEES

Example: 2,000 sq. ft. x $0.032=$64 
A homeowner with 2,000 square feet  
of impervious surfaces would pay  
$64 annually or about $5.33 monthly.

Example: 2,000 sq.ft. x $0.026=$52
A homeowner with 2,000 square feet  
of impervious surfaces would pay  
$52 annually or about $4.33 monthly.

Curb and gutter drainage  
system rate

$0.032 per year per square 
foot of impervious surface

Open ditch drainage  
system rate

$0.026 per year per square 
foot of impervious surface

The drainage fee is determined by how much of a person’s 
property is made up of impervious surfaces, such as concrete, 
as well the type of drainage system that is used on the property. 

SOURCE: CITY OF HOUSTON/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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BY ZAC EZZONE

One of the first flood mitigation proj-
ects to break ground post-Hurricane 
Harvey, the Army Corps of Engineers 
began a nearly $70 million project to 
dredge a portion of the West Fork of 
the San Jacinto River in September. 
However, according to city and county 
officials, the project only scratches 
the surface of the additional efforts 
needed to reduce flooding risks in the  
Lake Houston area. 

The Corps’ initial dredging project 
will merely return a 2-mile stretch of the 
river near West Lake Houston Parkway 
to pre-Hurricane Harvey conditions. 
Dredging is the removal of sediment 
and debris from the bottom of a body 
of water, according to the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The amount of sediment deposited 
during Harvey was significant, but the 
accumulation of sand and sediment in 
the San Jacinto River and Lake Hous-
ton has been an ongoing problem, 

The Corps’ project is limited to return-
ing the river to pre-Harvey conditions 
because it is an emergency project 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency tasked the Corps with complet-
ing as a result of the storm. 

Corps officials said FEMA authorized 
the emergency dredging project because 
the damage caused by Harvey worsened 
flood conditions along the river.

In an email, Corps officials said the 
dredging will not eliminate future flood 
risks, but it will diminish some of the 
risks caused by sandbars that were cre-
ated during Harvey. 

“As sediment comes in and [creates 
sandbars] it slows down the water ... 
and as the rain comes in, it causes the 
water levels to increase,” Corps Hydrau-
lic Engineer Michael Garske said. 

The Corps awarded the $69.81 million 
project to Great Lakes Dredge and Dock 
in July. The contractor began dredging 
the river in September and is slated to 
complete the project by the end of May. 

according to a 2011 report from the Texas 
Water Development Board. This collec-
tion of sediment reduces the amount of 
water the river and lake can hold, which 
increases the risk of flooding. 

Stephen Costello, city of Houston 
chief resilience officer, said along with 
the Corps’ dredging project, the city and 
Harris County are looking into addi-
tional dredging and other solutions 
that will reduce the amount of sediment 
being deposited in the river.

“It’s not going to be fixed with one 
dredging opportunity,” Costello said. 
“We have to figure out where the mate-
rial is coming from and how we can con-
trol it at the source rather than dredging 
every couple of years.”

EMERGENCY PROJECT

During Harvey, record rainfall and 
water from Lake Conroe, Spring and 
Cypress creeks and other tributaries of 
the of the San Jacinto River caused wide-
spread flooding throughout the area. 

Alton Meyer, 
an engineer and 
project admin-
istrative con-
tracting officer with 
the Corps, said the 
contractor is using two 
27-ton machines known as 
dredges to remove the sediment 
by breaking it up with a rotating blade 
and then pulling it up and out of the 
river through pumps and pipelines.  

MORE DREDGING, OTHER SOLUTIONS

The limited scope of the Corps project 
means other measures are necessary to 
remove the sediment collected in the 
river, Costello said. To address this the 
city is working with the state and federal 
government to extend the Corps’ project 
farther upstream and downstream.

To target additional sandbars in the 
area, Costello said the city wants to 
extend the project from where it ends 
near West Lake Houston Parkway to 

THE RIVER
Dredging EMERGENCY PROJECT

The Army Corps of 
Engineers $70 million 

project is removing 1.8 
million cubic yards of 
debris from a 2-mile 

stretch.

SOURCE: ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, CITY OF HOUSTON/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

 Army Corps of Engineers begins dredging San Jacinto River
City, county officials: project’s limited scope means further flood prevention measures are necessary

SPRING CREEK

SEDIMENT SOURCES 
Much of the sediment 

that gets deposited along 
the San Jacinto River and 

Lake Houston comes from 
other streams, such as 

Spring Creek. 
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The Army Corps of Engineers began an emergency dredging project authorized 
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in September. The project will 
remove debris and sediment deposited by Hurricane Harvey.

Projects:  $70M dredging      Possible extensions

WEST FORK OF THE  
SAN JACINTO RIVER

PROJECT EXTENSION
The city of Houston is 
trying to extend the 

project to include some 
areas between Hwy. 59 

and where the  
dredging begins.

SLOWING RIVER 
Sediment in the river begins to 

fall to the bottom of the river 
as the river gets wider and 

starts flowing slower.

ADDITIONAL DREDGING 
The city of Houston is 
trying to extend the 

project from where it ends 
to where the river meets 

Lake Houston.

Saturday, November 10, 2018 | 7:30 pm
First Presbyterian Church of Kingwood
5520 Kingwood Dr.

Sunday, November 11, 2018 | 6:00pm
Atascocita United Methodist Church
19325 Pinehurst Trail Dr.

General Admission $20 | Students & Seniors (55+) $15
www.lhmas.org/tickets
Use code: 5OFF16 for 25% off your ticket purchase!



19Lake Houston | Humble | Kingwood  edition • November 2018

For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.

SOURCE: TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

where the river meets Lake Hous-
ton as well as from where it begins 

to Hwy. 59.
While his office looks into additional 

dredging, Costello said the city and 
Harris County are looking for ways to 

reduce the amount of sediment being 
deposited into the river by streams such 
as Cypress and Spring creeks.  

For example, Harris County Flood 
Control District has submitted a grant 
application for a $2.7 million regional 
study of 13 different channels that flow 
in the San Jacinto River. According to an 
outline of the study, part of the project 
includes identifying sources of sedi-
ment in the West Fork of the San Jacinto 
River and finding ways to control them.

“You have natural challenges on 
Spring and Cypress creeks where it’s 
sugar sand up there, so … as you have 

and Lake Houston is important, Costello 
said, because both bodies of water have 
experienced a decrease in their capaci-
ties to hold water since the Lake Hous-
ton dam was built in 1954.  

According to the 2011 Texas Water 
Development Board report, Lake Hous-
ton and the nearby stretches of the 
East and West forks of the San Jacinto 
River held 158,553 acre-feet of water in 
1954—which is 1 acre of surface water to 
a depth of 1 foot. The report found the 
lake could hold only 124,661 acre-feet of 
water in 2011. 

Nathan Leber, manager of the 
TWDB’s Hydrographic Survey program, 
said this loss in capacity was one of the 
key points he took away from the report. 
However, he said all reservoirs in the 
state lose capacity to sedimentation 
over time.

flooding events you have some sedi-
mentation deposition and transport,” 
Costello said. “Is it a natural process? 
Yes. Is it a controllable process? Proba-
bly, yes. It’s just a matter of figuring out 
what the solutions are.”

Along with the creeks naturally 
depositing sand in the river, Costello 
said he is aware there are public alle-
gations that sand mining, which is the 
excavation of sand from large open pits 
along the river, has contributed to the 
amount of sediment deposited in the 
San Jacinto River. However, he declined 
to say whether or not he believes 
this process has contributed to the 
amount of sediment found in the river.  

SEDIMENTATION ACCUMULATION

Identifying how sedimentation can 
be controlled in the San Jacinto River 

Leber said the Coastal Water Author-
ity—which the city of Houston contracts 
to manage Lake Houston—contacted 
the TWDB after Harvey to request the 
state agency complete a follow-up sur-
vey to identify how the storm affected 
the lake’s capacity to hold water. 
Leber said the TWDB began the study 
in March and should have the results  
early next year. 

“All reservoirs are built knowing 
they have a finite lifespan,” Leber said. 
“What our program aims to do is help 
the state understand our surface water 
holding capacity in reservoirs is being 
diminished over time. We provide this 
data to reservoir managers, but what 
they do is up to them.”

LOSING CAPACITY Lake Houston and the San Jacinto River have experienced decreases in their capacities to hold water since the lake’s dam 
was built in 1954. Water capacity is measured in acre-feet, which is 1 acre of surface water to a depth of 1 foot.
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In Celebration of their 30th anniversary,

THE LAKE HOUSTON MUSICAL ARTS SOCIETY PRESENTS:

Saturday, November 17, 2018, 7:30 pm

LSC-Kingwood Student Conference Center

20000 Kingwood Dr., Kingwood, TX 77339

General Admission $20
Students & Seniors (55+) $15

https://www.lhmas.org/tickets
Use code: 5OFF16 for 25% off your ticket purchase!

Kingwood
Big Band 

Concert
Featuring David Caceres

9407 SH 242, CONROE 
Located 1.5 miles East of IH-45 

936-441-5888 • www.habitatmctx.org/restore

Home Furnishings. Home Decor. 
Home Remodeling Materials. Unique Finds. New Arrivals Daily! 

SHOP 
DONATE 
VOLUNTEER

your dream home at ReStore

10% off 
NEW ARRIVAL 

PRODUCTS

Create

LHK

Habitat ReStore of Montgomery County
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4 bed/2.5 bath 3,015 sq. ft. $225,000
Lourdes Reynolds  
Keller Williams Realty Northeast 281-747-6080

4 bed/2.5 bath 2,570 sq. ft.  $209,900
Kelly Polasek  
RE/MAX Associates Northeast 713-825-0280

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Located near the intersection of FM 1960 and 
West Lake Houston Parkway, this neighborhood 
is located near numerous shopping and dining 
options. The neighborhood is also located near 
golf courses such as Walden on Lake Houston 
Golf and Country Club and Tour 18. 

Build-out year: 1981

Average square footage: 2,540

Median home values: $174,561

HOA dues (estimated): $450 annually 

Amenities: parks, swimming pool, tennis 
courts, basketball courts, community events

Property taxes (in dollars):

Humble ISD   1.52
Harris County MUD No. 109   0.50
Harris County  0.42
Harris Health System   0.17
Lone Star College System  0.11
Harris County ESD No. 46  0.10
Harris County Flood Control District 0.03
Harris County Department of Education 0.01
Port of Houston   0.01
Total (per $100 valuation) 2.87

$174,561

OAKS OF ATASCOCITA, 77346 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$69.33$4,994 33

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 10/22/18

12 0

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

4 bedroom/2.5 bath 2,672 sq. ft.  $202,000 
Amanda Englehardt  
Keeling Realty 281-797-7951

4 bed/3.5 bath 4,521 sq. ft.  $254,900
Gil McColin  
RE/MAX Northwest Realtors 281-467-8232

19802 Oak Branch Court

5918 Gnarled Oaks Court

6023 Ancient Oaks Drive

5910 Bent Tree Court

REAL ESTATE

HOMES SOLD  (SEPTEMBER 2018)
Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$149,999 or less 29/98 15/41 58/27 24/91 41/64 34/23 43/30

$150,000-$199,999 19/47 10/43 39/28 17/118 23/25 16/18 21/147

$200,000-$299,999 16/116 16/42 39/76 25/112 7/347 29/46 23/102

$300,000-$399,999 10/108 8/69 13/103 4/96 1/458 4/41 5/72

$400,000-$499,999 3/164 6/111 7/165 2/0 - 2/421 4/162

$500,000-$599,999 2/210 1/191 1/278 - - - -

$600,000-$799,999 - - 1/132 - - - 1/25

$800,000-$999,999 - - - - - - -

$1 million or more - - - - - - -

MARKET DATA

Price 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$450,000
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$350,000

$300,000
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$150,000
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0

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN SEPTEMBER  2017 VS.  2018
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4.7%

13.4% 12.5%
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Neighborhood data provided by Jill Henderson
Red Door Realty and Associates• 281-852-3667 • www.reddoorrealtyandassociates.com

Y O U R  M O V E .  O U R  M I S S I O N .
Consistently ranked one of the greater Houston area’s TOP Brokerage Firms

Call Us Today for all Your Buying and Selling Needs

w w w. Re d D o o r Re a l t yA n d A s s o c i a te s . c o m

Offi ces in Atascocita, Kingwood & Spring/Woodlands

(281) 852-DOOR



DEALS THIS MONTH

BEAUTY & FITNESS
Amazing Lash Studio - Summerwood ......... 26

F45 Training - Summerwood ...................... 26

DINING
Amaravati Indian Cuisine ........................... 23

Amedeo’s .................................................. 25

J. Christophers Pizza and Pasta .................. 27

Javaman .................................................... 23

Kingwood Bagel ........................................ 25

Mama Fu’s ................................................. 24

EDUCATION
Code Ninjas - Kingwood ............................ 27

HOME & GARDEN
Boxwood Home and Gifts .......................... 24

Goode Air Conditioning & Heating Inc ....... 26

Kingwood A/C and Heating ....................... 22

Moore Supply Co. - Humble ....................... 23

Restore Your Door ..................................... 26

MEDICAL
Get Well Health Clinic ................................ 25

Kingwood Perfect Smiles ........................... 21

RETAIL
Picture Perfect Interiors & Gifts .................. 27

Wild Birds Unlimited - Kingwood ............... 24
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BIRYANIS

KABOBS

ROLLS

CURRIES

7031 FM 1960 
STE B, HUMBLE, 

TX 77338

Desi Grill

Any Purchase of $20 or more
$5 OFF 

Dine in only. Must present coupon. 
One coupon per customer. Expires 12/31/2018

FREE
Purchase any entree and receive 2nd 

entree free of equal or lesser value
Must present coupon. One coupon per customer. 

Expires 12/31/2018

DINNER 
ENTREE

Indian/Pakistani Food

PINEHURST CENTER
8071 FM 1960, 

Humble, TX 77346

7405 FM 1960, 
Humble, TX 77346

(Inside Atascocita HEB)
Daily: 6am-8pm

(832) 644-5180
www.javamanco� ee.net

Monday-Friday: 5:30am-1pm
Saturday-Sunday: 7am-1pm

FREE
ORDER OF NEW ORLEANS 

STYLE BEIGNETS
with any co� ee purchase

O� er good at Pinehurst Center 
location only. Limit one per 
customer. Must present ad. 

No cash value.

Fresh Roasted Coff ees • Sweet and Savory Crepes

VISIT 
OUR TWO 

LOCATIONS

@javamanco� ee@javamanco� eeshop @co� eejavaman

Delicious�Delicious�

New Orleans style Beignets

Moore Supply Company, Humble’s best kept secret, has been operating in 
Humble, Texas since 1969. Since opening, we have provided wholesale plumbing 
needs with an endless selection of affordable and top of the line plumbing 
products. Our sales staff provides expert service and knowledge that 
online and home improvement stores cannot offer. 

Stop by and visit your local plumbing supply 
at 1002 N. Houston Ave. 
Humble, TX 77338
Or give us a call at (281) 446-7131

Humble Westfi eld Rd.

1960
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N
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on
 A

ve
.

mooresupplyhouston.com

Stunning showroom fixtures

Wholesale plumbing needs
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C A LL  TO DAY  8 6 6.9 8 9.6 8 0 8

INSTANT 
EXPOSURE

State-of-the-art targeting capabilities allow you 

to deliver geographically within a radius 

of your business or to specific neighborhoods 

that meet your demographic profile.

T A R G E T  O N L Y  T H E 
N E I G H B O R H O O D S 
YO U  WA N T  TO  RE AC H

• POSTCARDS 
• INSERTS

• STICKY NOTES

Designed, printed and mailed– 
starting at 11¢ a piece.

 Sorters McC lellan Rd.

                                   Kingwood Dr.
59

Loop 494

FINANCING AVAILABLE

WWW.KINGWOODAC.COM

281.358.0955
22424 LOOP 494
KINGWOOD, TX 77339
MON - FRI: 8AM - 5PM

License # TACLB009596C

Serving You Since 1982

/KINGWOODAC

$200
Call for details. 
Exp: 11/30/18

UP
TO

With 
Purchase of 
Qualifying 

System

IN SYSTEM 
BONUS REBATES

Maintenance Agreements
Not valid with any other off ers. $10 off  per 
agreement NOT per unit. With CI coupon. 

Exp: 11/30/18

Not valid with any other off ers. Residential 
Only. Vaild for 1 hour labor per unit. With 

CI coupon. Exp. 11/30/18

Furnace Checks Furnace Checks 
$65 PER 

UNIT

November Specials 
$10  OFF

Call for details. 
Exp: 11/30/18IN REBATES

$1,600UP
TO

With 
Purchase of 
Complete 
System
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BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*With coupon. One coupon per visit.
Offer not valid on previous
purchases, optics, gift cards, DSC
memberships, sale items or other
WBU offers. Offer valid in-store only 
thru 11/12/18. CODE: CI 1118 

Purchase of $50 or More* 
$10 OFF 

4523 Kingwood Drive, Ste 130, Kingwood, TX 77345
(281) 570-2685 • www.wbu.com/kingwood

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*With coupon. One coupon per visit.
Offer not valid on previous
purchases, optics, gift cards, DSC
memberships, sale items or other
WBU offers. Offer valid in-store only 
thru 11/12/18. CODE: CI 1118 

Purchase of $50 or More* 
$10 OFF 

4523 Kingwood Drive, Ste 130, Kingwood, TX 77345
(281) 570-2685 • www.wbu.com/kingwood

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*With coupon. One coupon per visit.
Offer not valid on previous
purchases, optics, gift cards, DSC
memberships, sale items or other
WBU offers. Offer valid in-store only 
thru 11/12/18. CODE: CI 1118 

Purchase of $50 or More* 
$10 OFF 

4523 Kingwood Drive, Ste 130, Kingwood, TX 77345
(281) 570-2685 • www.wbu.com/kingwood

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*With coupon. One coupon per visit.
Offer not valid on previous
purchases, optics, gift cards, DSC
memberships, sale items or other
WBU offers. Offer valid in-store only 
thru 11/12/18. CODE: CI 1118 

Purchase of $50 or More* 
$10 OFF 

4523 Kingwood Drive, Ste 130, Kingwood, TX 77345
(281) 570-2685 • www.wbu.com/kingwood
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PRINTINGpassionIS OUR

COMMUNITYIMPACTPRINTING.COM

Recreational programs • sport programs  

direct mail • culture books  

marketing products • and more

LET US PRINT YOUR NEXT PROJECT: 

Make your house a home! Beautiful home decor 
and unique gifts at the best prices.

7040 FM 1960 EAST HUMBLE, SUITE B & C •  281-852-9999 

Come shop our beautiful Christmas displays and fi nd inspiration 
for your home this Holiday Season. Also, choose � om our many gi�  

ideas for the perfect hostess gi�  or that special someone.   

WWW.MYBOXWOODHOME.COM

MONDAY-FRIDAY   10AM-6PM SATURDAY   10AM-5PM

Enjoy 20% OFF one item, 
good through 11/30/18

ALL FALL DECOR NOW 30% OFF
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A Kingwood tradition 
since 1985

 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

CATERING MENU
PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE

amedeos.net

22704 LOOP 494 
KINGWOOD, TX 77339

281-359-4451

$10 OFF 
TWO DINNER ENTREES 

OF $30 OR MORE
VALID MON.-THURS. ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY 

OTHER OFFER. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS. ONE
COUPON PER TABLE. DINE IN ONLY.

OFFER EXPIRES 12/15/18

Jouvonna Gray 
RN, MSN, FNP-C

ACCEPTING CASH PATIENTS!
No appointments needed

Sick Visits .......................$60
Weight Loss Visits .......$50
Sports Physicals ...........$30

EKG ..................................$50
Vaccines**......................$10
**  Per vaccine for uninsured 

children under 19
Never Receive a Bill!

FAST. FRIENDLY. AFFORDABLE.

NOW SEEING PATIENTS IN 3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS!
• Wellness & Preventative
• Primary Acute Care 
• Management & Treatment 

of chronic conditions
• Lab test and Immunizations 
• Virtual Visits

832-781-4340 | www.getwell-health.com

Humble
1420 FM 1960 
Bypass Rd E.

Suite 122
Humble TX 77338

Humble
11411 N. Sam 
Houston Pkwy

Ste 146
Humble, TX 77396

Katy*
16255 Park Ten 

Place
Suite 500

Houston TX 77084

*  By appointment only, call to schedule

$50 Weight Loss 
Special!

HOURS: 
Monday-Friday • 6AM–3PM

Saturday-Sunday • 6AM–2PM

SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH ALL DAY!  
Full Menu!

Including Sandwiches and Salads

2855 W LAKE HOUSTON PKWY STE 108, HUMBLE, TX 77339
(281) 360-8006

SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH ALL DAY!  

2855 W LAKE HOUSTON PKWY STE 108, HUMBLE, TX 77339
(281) 360-8006(281) 360-8006

KINGWOOD DR

TOWN CENTER  PL
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3 FREE BAGELS
W/ PURCHASE OF 6

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON 
EXPIRES 12/3/18

4 FREE BAGELS
W/ PURCHASE OF BAKERS DOZEN

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON 
EXPIRES 12/3/18

$2 OFF LUNCH OR
 DELI SANDWICH

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON 
EXPIRES 12/3/18
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Wood & Fiberglass  
Door Refinishing

• Quality In-Shop Restoration
• Beautiful Secure Loaner Door
• Maintenance Service Available

713.861.2081   www.restoreyourdoor.com

 $50 Off! Ask about Harvey Restoration Specials

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expiration 12/5/18

• Painting Interior & 
Exterior  

• Pressure Washing
• Iron Fence Repairs 

& Restore
• Custom Patios

• Roof & Window 
Cleaning

• Stairs: Custom 
make & Refinishing 

• Kitchen Cabinets
• Driveways

Other Services Offered:

SUMMERWOOD 
AMAZING LASH

SUMMERWOOD

Bold
Regular

(Kroger Marketplace)

281.458.0800

$20 OFF 
NEW SET
Cannot be combined with any other 
offer.  Summerwood Location only. 

Expires 12/31/18.

Our Lashes Outlast Your Workout

No Treadmills, 
No Mirrors, No Egos.

OPENING DECEMBER 2018

S U M M E R W O O D

2 Week Free Trial
Learn more about our

F45training.com/Summerwood
“Follow” us on Instagram: F45_training_Summerwood
“Like” our Facebook Page: F45trainingSummerwood

14609 West Lake Houston Pkwy #C 
Houston, TX 77044
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SUMMER LAKE RANCH DR.

For More Info Call 
713-936-5245

Family Owned & Operated Since 1976

    W W W.GOODE AIR .COM  281.446.67 19

                    

   CALL OR GO  ONLINE TODAY!
*Call Today For Savings Details!  - Financing Available!

    
 Rebates!!! 
Up To $1000

On Select 
System Replacement!

      

TACLA001329C

*Per System

Not Combined With Any Other Offers    
Monday-Friday 8:00AM-5:00PM

    Offer Code  CIMS1118 Expires 11/30/2018

Not Combined With Any Other Offers    
Monday-Friday 8:00AM-5:00PM

    Offer Code  CIMD1118 Expires 11/30/2018

 $35.00 Off
Any Part Repair Over $350!!       

   
  

                              

                               1 Year WarrantyIncluded!

Fall Service Check
$79.00
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Christmas Open House Enjoy 20% off  all 
Christmas Decor*

Christmas Open HouseChristmas Open House
Friday and Saturday, November 9-10

From 10am to 5pm

Choose one of our pre-wrapped gifts or tell us about 
your special someone and we’ll create a custom gift 

bundle just for him or her. 

Come journey through our showroom and 
experience our Christmas displays fi lled with the sights, 

sounds and smells of the season.

From 10am to 5pm

Come journey through our showroom and 

Make your Christmas
Picture Perfect This Year!

Christmas Open House

Christmas Decor*
Choose one of our pre-wrapped gifts or tell us about 

*November 9-10 only

5360-A FM 1960 East Humble, TX, 77346 www.ppinteriorsandgifts.com #ppinteriorsandgifts
Atasc

ocita 
Rd.Timber 

Forest Dr.

FM1960

Happy Hour Specials 
$2.50 H O U S E  W I N E S  & 

$2 .00 D R A F T  B E E R S !

2245 Northpark Drive (at Woodland Hills) | Kingwood, Texas 77339 | 281-358-6601

DINE-IN  •  CARRYOUT  •  DELIVERY  •  CATERING

JChristophersPizzaPasta.com

All Day!
Monday, Tuesday 

& Saturday

2pm-6pm
Wednesday, 

Thursday & Friday

$5 O F F
W I T H  P U R C H A S E 
O F  $25  O R  M O R E

Limit one per guest.  Not valid with any other 
o� er. Dine-in or carryout only Expires 12/31/18

4525 Kingwood Dr, Suite 120 
Kingwood, TX 77345  
codeninjas.com 
     CodeNinjasKingwood

GET A 

FREE 
CODING SESSION
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18951 N. Memorial Drive 
Humble, TX 77338

As our community grows, so does our commitment to 
delivering the best possible care for you and your family.

Memorial Hermann Northeast Hospital recently completed several expansion and renovation projects 

that have further enhanced its capabilities and services. Now, with the completion of a 123,000 square 

foot tower, patients and their families can enjoy a more comfortable stay in larger rooms with 

additional amenities. These upgrades are just another example of our dedication to providing our 

patients with quality care.

memorialhermann.org/northeast

TOWER 
GRAND OPENING

Friday, November 16 
1-3 p.m.

       • Tour and learn about our   
          new facility

       • Enjoy healthy snacks and 
          refreshments provided by 
          our new bistro and receive 
          a free gift

NEW FACILITY. EXPANDED SERVICES. 
WE’RE READY TO SERVE YOU.
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