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Departments outgrow neighboring facilities

Voters consider bond for 
police, fire training space

BY TOM BLODGETT

 City officials say an anticipated wave of public 
safety workers reaching retirement eligibility is driv-
ing the need for greater access to training facilities for 
new recruits.

According to town data, about 85 percent of the com-
bined police and fire department’s sworn employees are 
eligible for retirement in the next five to seven years, 
and neighboring towns says they can no longer help Gil-
bert by sharing training facilities. 

 CONTINUED ON 14

Town raises water, sewer rates for first time in nine years
Higher Gilbert utility bills hit mailboxes in November

BY TOM BLODGETT

Gilbert utility bills mailed Nov. 1 
will show the first rate increase in 
nearly a decade following a six-
month awareness campaign from 
town officials.

The Town Council voted in Sep-
tember to raise the town’s residen-
tial and commercial water and sewer 
rates, and add an environmental CONTINUED ON 12

TO
TA

L 
A

V
E

R
A

G
E

 M
O

N
TH

LY
 C

O
S

T

Sewer

Water

GILBERT

$56.48
$20.80

$35.68

$57.83

$30.51

$27.32

$59.16

$18.78

$40.38

$69.18

$30.56

$38.62

As of Nov. 1 

$55.73
$24.73

$31.00

$23.34

Current 

$51.05

$27.71

$51.36

$71.97

$20.61

$0

$10

$20

$30

$40

$50

$60

$70

TEMPE
CHANDLER

SCOTTSDALE
GLENDALE

MESA

IS
A

B
E

LL
A

 S
H

O
R

T/
C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 IM

PA
C

T 
N

E
W

S
PA

P
E

R

compliance fee, effective with the 
November bills.

The rate hike is the first in nine 
years from the town. The anticipated 
increase of about $9 to $10 for a sin-
gle-family residence is dependent 
on the family’s individual usage.

City officials say the rate increased 
in response to staff projections 
showing the town beginning to 

lose money in the coming five years 
because the cost of providing water 
has increased. 

The new rates will allow the town 
to absorb the higher costs and save 
for needed capital improvements at 
the end of that five-year cycle with-
out an anticipated need for another 
hike in that time frame, town offi-
cials said.

“We don’t want to come off as 

Safety in numbers
As a growing town demands more from its  
public-safety workers, the fire and police forces  
in Gilbert have grown—and are expected to grow  
more still toward the town’s build-out.
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SOURCE: TOWN OF GILBERT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Though Gilbert’s residential water and sewer bills are going up in 
November for the first time in nine years, the cost of those services  
is still lowest among the town’s neighbors in the Valley.

Still LOWEST in the Valley

SOURCE: TOWN OF GILBERT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

$51.36
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Now Open!

 TheEnclaveAtGilbertSeniorLiving.com • 480-454-5439
4929 South Val Vista Drive • Gilbert, AZ 85298 

A SPECTRUM RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Independent Living, Assisted Living , Memory Care

GIL Comm Impact_1018

• No buy-in fee
• Month-to-month rent
• At Your Service® Dining
• Granite countertops

• Washer & dryer in all Independent 
and Assisted Living apartments

• Stainless steel appliances

This Feels Like Home.®

10 S. Gilbert Rd.
Gilbert, AZ 85296

480.926.1577

BREAKFAST,
COOKIE DECORATING, 
ORNAMENT MAKING, PHOTO OP 
WITH SANTA, GINGERBREAD HOUSE 
DECORATING, STORYTELLING, HOT 
COCOA & MORE!

Enjoy breakfast 
provided by Snooze 
AM Eatery

Cookies provided by

12.01.18

8:30 AM - 11 AM
$15 per person

LIMITED AVAILABILITY

ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED @ HDSOUTH.ORG
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The holiday season is officially in full 
swing. Pumpkin spice products of every 
kind have been on the shelves for weeks, 
fall decorations are out and triple-digit 
temperatures have ceased.

What hasn’t ceased is the activity tak-
ing place in Gilbert to address the needs 
of a growing community. Public safety 
is chief among those needs. As a result 
Gilbert residents will find an item on their 
Nov. 6 ballots seeking approval of a bond 
that would allow for the funding of a 
joint police and fire public safety training 
facility for the town. In our front-page 
story you can learn more about this bond 
proposal so you can make an informed 
decision when you vote.

Voting is an incredible right and 

responsibility, so please find time to cast 
your vote. If you would like to reference 
other items on the ballot, view the can-
didate and proposition voting guide that 
ran in last month’s edition and on our 
website, communityimpact.com.

While voting is important there are also 
a lot of fun activities on the schedule in 
the upcoming weeks. You can find infor-
mation about some of those opportunities 
to get out and enjoy the weather in our 
To-do list (see Page 6).

My husband and I have an 8-year-old 
son and just love participating in commu-
nity events. We are particularly excited to 
check out all of the Gilbert Days activi-
ties—the rodeo, parade and run. We look 
forward to seeing you there!  

Gilbert is famously not a city but a town. Does it 
make a difference? 

In 1970, Gilbert’s population was 1,971, according 
to the U.S. Census. That seems like a town. But a 
town is a legal designation, and changing it requires 
legal action even when you are approaching 250,000 
residents. No one is moving to do that.

Towns have largely the same legal rights as cities. 
However, a city can draw up a charter for itself, and 
a town cannot. Cities can elect council members to 
represent defined districts of the city. Towns cannot.

Does being a city carry weight to businesses or 
people wanting to move here? Perhaps, but accord-
ing to Mayor Jenn Daniels, “There is that sense of 
connectedness within a town that I don’t think you 
necessarily get when you think of the word ‘city.’” 

She doesn’t think it would change much, either.
“I’m not sure if [town namesake Bobby Gilbert] 

would have cared if we were a city or a town, and I 
don’t know that it would change the direction that 
we’re going.”
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Why is Gilbert a town and not a city?

ILoveKickboxing.com | 1817 E. Baseline Rd., Gilbert | 480-401-1660
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iLoveKickboxing is a revolutionary system helping  
men & women get in the best shape of their lives

3 classes including boxing gloves 

for only $9.99
 *New Clients Only
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500 S. Gilbert rd.
Gilbert AZ 85296 www.angeladultcenter.org

We specialize in dementia care

Find comfort in leaving your 
loved one with the professionals 
at Angel Adult Day Center and 
become part of the Angel Family.

S GILBERT RD.

E. SPUR RD.

S. COOPER RD.

W. ELLIOT RD.

WARNER RD.

We work in cooperation 
with the Alzheimer’s 
Association to bring you free 
caregiver support classes.
Learn tools that will help 
you care for your loved one.Come in for a tour 

and experience our 
beautiful facility 
and huge back yard. 

Pricing starts at $11 an hour for 
a limited time. Call for details!

480-630-6211

IMPACTS Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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COMING SOON

12  ALDI US, the American branch of a 
German discount grocer, is in the town’s 
planning process to open two ALDI Food 
Market stores in Gilbert. A  The first is on 
the southeast corner of Arizona Avenue 
and Desert Lane. B  The second on the 
southwest corner of Pecos Road and Mar-
ket Street.  The company, which has made 
no formal announcement of the stores, de-
clined comment on when they will open.  
www.aldi.us

13  Altitude Trampoline Park is project-
ed to open in early 2019. The company has 
parks in 11 countries and 33 states. 701 N. 
Gilbert Road, Gilbert.  
www.altitudetrampolinepark.com

14  Cube Smart, a provider of self-stor-
age units, is opening a third Gilbert loca-
tion at the northwest corner of Val Vista 
and Queen Creek roads early next year. 
855-650-7364. www.cubesmart.com

15  Dogtopia is anticipating a Nov. 17 
opening at 207 E. Williams Field Road, 
Gilbert. The dog day care facility sepa-
rates the animals into three rooms by size 
and temperament and has rubberized 
floors and air conditioning in each room. 
480-424-5224.  
www.dogtopia.com/gilbert

16  Sandbar Mexican Grill is planning to 
open early next year. The sports bar serv-
ing Southwestern-style Mexican food will 
be in the SanTan Pavilions at Williams Field 
Road and Santan Village Parkway. 
www.sandbaraz.com

RELOCATIONS

17  Elaine Kessler Photography is hav-
ing a grand opening Oct. 31 for her new 
studio, which is across the courtyard from 
her old studio, at 3651 E. Baseline Road, 
Ste. E131, Gilbert. 480-220-6426.  
www.elainekesslerphotography.com 

18  Elevation Marketing, a national, 
full-service, business-to-business mar-

NOW OPEN

1  Bongiorno Bagels is planning to 
open Oct. 27. The family-owned bagel 
shop also is a New York deli using New 
York-filtered water in its recipes at 3107 S. 
Gilbert Road, Ste. 101, Gilbert. 480-588-
8222. www.bongiornobagels.com

2  Deseret Industries planned to Oct. 23. 
The thrift store is run by the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints but is open to all. 
1695 E. Williams Field Road, Gilbert.  

www.deseretindustries.org/gilbert

3  Four Silos Brewery Coffee & Beer 
House opened Oct. 4 at 143 S. Higley 
Road, Gilbert. The locally owned shop 
serves craft beer, craft coffee, tea and 
wine and has a light eats menu. 480-210-
7456. www.foursilosbrewery.com

4  Healthy Tomorrows opened Sept. 7. 
The office practices “functional medicine,” 
which it describes as using an integrated, 
holistic approach to get to the root cause 
of a patient’s symptoms. The office spe-

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

cializes in hormone balancing, detoxifica-
tion, vitamin and mineral deficiencies, and 
thyroid issues at 1489 S. Higley Road,  
Ste. 104, Gilbert. 480-299-0372.  
www.arizonafunctionalmed.com 

5  HomeGoods, the chain of discount 
home furnishings discount stores, opened 
a store at San Tan Village on Oct. 4 at 2070 
E. Williams Field Road, Gilbert.  
480-786-3296. www.homegoods.com

6  Hundred North Bar Kitchen opened 
Oct. 9. The casual restaurant serves spir-
its, beer and food at 100 N. Gilbert Road, 
Gilbert. 480-361-3536.  
www.hundrednorthbar.com

7  Modern Acupuncture opened  
Aug. 30. The Scottsdale-based company 
has franchises nationwide. The clinics 
offer acupuncture as a natural method for 
beauty or to relieve a patient’s stress or 
pain at 1887 E. Williams Field Road, Ste. 
105, Gilbert. 480-470-3791.  
www.modernacupuncture.com

8  Nordstrom Rack opened a store at 
San Tan Village on Sept. 25. Nordstrom 
Rack is the off-price retail division of 
Nordstrom Inc. and is located at 2090 E. 
Williams Field Road, Gilbert. 480-665-
5103. www.nordstromrack.com

9  Rudy’s “Country Store” and  
Bar-B-Q opened a Gilbert location July 5 
at 1733 N. Higley Road, Gilbert. The chain 
has stores in six Southwestern and Mid-
western states, including three in Arizona. 
It uses oak wood in its pits. 623-232-3506. 
www.rudysbbq.com

10  Sutra Studios opened its Heritage 
location in downtown Gilbert on Aug. 20 
at 350 N. Gilbert Road, Gilbert. It features 
yoga, barre, Pilates, conditioning and 
meditation programs in two studios. It has 
two other locations in Phoenix.  
602-253-9525. www.sutrastudios.com

11  Tokyo Blue Hair Lab opened Sept. 
10 as a multicultural, organic hair salon. 
It follows what it calls a “lunar haircutting 
method.” It also does tarot cards, pendu-
lum readings and pet readings at 6671 E. 
Baseline Road, Ste. 118, Gilbert. 602-699-
5105. www.tokyobluehairlab.com
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 COMPILED BY TOM BLODGETT
News or questions about Gilbert? 

Email us at gilnews@communityimpact.com.

E. RIVULON BLVD.

3

11

2

1

9

5 8

A

7

4

16

15

12A

12B

13

14

17

18

22

20 19

N
. G

ILB
E

R
T R

D
.

650 N.

VAUGHN AVE.

PAGE AVE.

W. BRUCE AVE.

6

23
21

10

N
. H

IG
LE

Y
 R

D
.

E. PECOS RD.

E. OCOTILLO RD. E. OCOTILLO RD.

Map not to scale
S

. G
R

E
E

N
FIE

LD
 R

D
.



Gilbert edition • October 2018 5

keting agency, moved its Arizona office 
from Phoenix to the Rivulon development 
on Aug. 1 at 275 E. Rivulon Blvd., Ste. 411. 
480-775-8880. www.elevationb2b.com

NAME CHANGE

19  MetroPCS rebranded as Metro by 
T-Mobile on Sept. 24. With the rebrand-
ing comes two new unlimited plans with 
tiers that include the benefits of Amazon 
Prime and Google One. Its Gilbert location 
is at 1111 N. Gilbert Road, Ste. 110.  
602-278-8494. www.metropcs.com

ANNIVERSARIES

20  Enclothe Haute Boutique, a locally 
owned retailer for women’s clothes priced 
below $100, is celebrating one year in 
business Nov. 25 at 1140 N. Gilbert Road, 
Ste. 110, Gilbert. 775-623-7377.  
www.shopenclothe.com

21  Funktional Fitness celebrated its 
10th anniversary in October. The down-
town gymnasium has strength, endur-
ance, mobility and nutrition programming 
at 213 N. Gilbert Road, Gilbert.  
480-503-2307. www.funkfit.com

CLOSING

22  Steak and Stone Steakhouse & BBQ 
closed Oct. 7. It posted on its Facebook 
page that the location, at 1026 S. Gilbert 
Road, Gilbert, is closed for remodeling and 
change of concept and “something new 
coming soon.” www.steakandstone.com

IN THE NEWS

23  Fire destroyed the storage and part of 
the back patio of American Legion Post 
39 on Sept. 24. The post reopened Oct. 
5 at 206 N. Gilbert Road. 480-892-7038. 
www.legion.org
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Gilbert Fire and Rescue dedicated Fire Station No. 9 on Sept. 29 at 3355 E. Ocotillo 
Road, Gilbert. It is the last fire station to be constructed under the town’s master plan. 
480-503-6300. www.gilbertaz.gov/departments/fire-and-rescue

3 6

Insured by NCUA

Our Choice Checking Account gets you started with a 

winning combination of features that help you save and earn more1.

1Must be a TruWest member with a minimum deposit of $5.

Checking with 
ALL THE BENEFITS

To open an account, drop by a local branch, 

visit us at truwest.org or call:

LITTLE OR 
NO FEES

CASH
BACK DIVIDENDS OVERDRAFT

FORGIVENESS

With Choice Checking, you’ll enjoy:

1 (855) 878-9378
(M-F 8 a.m-5 p.m. PDT)
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To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events,  
public meetings and more in the  
month of November
Find more or submit Gilbert events at communityimpact.com/gil-calendar. 
Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

THROUGH NOV. 24

See ‘Annie’ at Hale Theatre
“Annie” is a longstanding musical favorite 
of American theaters, with such well-
known tunes as “Tomorrow” and “It’s the 
Hard Knock Life.” 7 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Fridays, 3 p.m., 7:30 
p.m. Saturdays. $22-$40. Hale Theatre 
Centre, 50 W. Page Ave. 480-497-1181. 
www.haletheatrearizona.com

NOV. 2-3

Food, music, art combine
The Talk of the Street Festival will feature 
16 music acts on two stages; 50-plus 
restaurants, craft breweries and Arizona 
wineries; street performers; kids activi-
ties; and craft and artisan vendors. $7.50-
$69. 4-9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 2; 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 3. Heritage District.  
www.gilbertaz.gov

COURTESY TOWN OF GILBERT

NOV. 10

Create patriotic artwork
Flag Stories and Bead Workshop will fo-
cus on the American flag and the making 
of beaded bracelets commemorating 
America’s veterans. Open to all ages. 
10 a.m.-noon. $35. Neely Community 
Room, HD South, 10 S. Gilbert Road. 
480-926-1577.  
www.hdsouth.org

NOV. 9

Watch the stars come out
The East Valley Astronomy Club hosts 
a free monthly Public Star Party for all 
ages. Participants can observe through 
EVAC member telescopes at the Riparian 
Preserve after dusk until about 10 p.m. 
on the second Friday of each month, 
weather permitting. Free. 2757 E. 
Guadalupe Road. www.evaconline.org. 
events@evaconline.org 

TOM BLODGETT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

See a full list of events at communityimpact.com/gil-calendar.

 COMPILED BY  TOM BLODGETTLOCAL EVENTS

GILBERT DAYS EVENTS
Nov. 9-10 | Pony Express Ride
A Pony Express Ride from the Gilbert 
main post office, 137 E. Elliot Road, opens 
events. The public can follow on Face-
book or apply to ride. $40.  
www.gilbertdays.org

Nov. 10, 16-18 | Rodeo 
Barrel racing and roping will be held Nov. 
10. The rodeo and Lil Dudes Rodeo will 
be Nov. 16-18. Lil Dudes signup is at 4 
p.m. Friday, 2 p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m. 
Sunday. Competition starts an hour later. 
$20 per rider. The rodeo competition 
starts at 7 p.m. Friday, 5 p.m. Saturday 
and 2 p.m. Sunday. $12-$18. Welcome 
Home Ranch, 26601 S. Val Vista Drive. 
www.gilbertdays.org

Nov. 16 | Glow Run 
Runners or walkers are invited to a night 
of glow sticks, black lights and music 
on a 2-mile course. On-site registration 
ends at 5:45 p.m. before the 6:30 run. 
$30. Freestone Park, 1045 E. Juniper Ave. 
www.gilbertaz.gov

Nov. 17 | Parade 
Town entities decorate floats that go 
down Gilbert Road from Juniper Avenue 
to just south of Elliot Road. 8:30 a.m.  
www.gilbertaz.gov

Nov. 17 | Half-marathon and 10K run 
The half-marathon starts at 7:30 a.m. at 
Higley High School, 4068 E. Pecos Road, 
and the 10K starts at 9 a.m. at Nichols 
Park, 700 N. Gilbert Road. Both finish 
alongside the parade in the Heritage 
District. $50 (10K); $95 (half-marathon).  
www.gilberthalfmarathon.org

COURTESY TOWN OF GILBERT

NOV. 6

Make your voice heard
It’s Election Day in America for the mid-
terms. The voter registration deadline 
was Oct. 9. Mail-in voters who did not 
mail their ballot can drop it off in person 
at the polls. Find your polling place at 
https://recorder.maricopa.gov/ 
pollingplace/ and remember to bring 
proof of identity. 6 a.m.-7 p.m.

NOV. 17

Country star appears live
Country music singer Lorrie Morgan 
comes to Gilbert to perform on her lat-
est tour with guest Jesse Keith Whitley. 
Morgan has had three No. 1 songs on 
the Billboard Country singles chart in 
her career. 7:30 p.m. $46-$77. Higley 
Center for the Performing Arts, 4132 E. 
Pecos Road. 480-279-7190.  
www.higleyarts.org

COURTESY HIGLEY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES COMPILED BY TOM BLODGETT

GILBERT

NEW PROJECTS
1  Germann and Higley roads 

reclaimed water main installation

Crews are installing a reclaimed water main on 
Higley Road from a half-mile north of Ocotillo 
Road to Germann Road and along Germann 
from Higley to a quarter-mile to the west. 

Status: The eastbound right lane is closed 
on Germann from Stratland Boulevard 
to Higley. The northbound right lane on 
Higley is closed from Germann to Bridges 
Boulevard.

Timeline: Aug. 29-Oct. 29

Cost: $5.42 million

Funding source: town’s Greenfield 
Wastewater System development fees 

2  Chandler Heights Road lane 
restrictions

Chandler Heights Road is undergoing 
sidewalk repairs after storms revealed 
damage and tripping hazards between 
Greenfield and Recker roads.

Status: Alternating eastbound and 
westbound lane closures will happen in 
daylight hours.

Timeline: Sept. 27-Oct. 29

Cost: To be determined

Funding source: town of Gilbert

RECENT UPDATES
3  Heritage District water line

Capital improvement projects continue to 
affect  traffic in the Heritage District. Crews 
are replacing pipes with larger ones in 
roadways. The pipe replacement will provide 
adequate fire protection to customers. 

Status: The water line project is 95 percent 
complete with all the main work on Gilbert 
Road. Crews are working on replacing the 
water line main and connecting lateral 
lines behind Whiskey Row restaurant from 
Cullumber to Vaughn avenues.

Timeline: anticipated date of completion is 
mid- to late November  

Cost: $9.64 million

Funding source: town of Gilbert

4  Higley Road reconstruction

Higley Road’s southbound lanes adjacent to 
the Higley Groves West subdivision, north of 
Elliot Road, are being fully reconstructed.

Status: Recent storms caused work to cease 
because of unsuitable soil conditions. With 
the current weather forecast, the project’s 
anticipated completion is now December. 

Timeline: Aug. 27- late December

Cost: $1.263 million

Funding source: town of GilbertNMap not to scale

All information on this page was updated as of Oct. 11.

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

E. OCOTILLO RD.

Improve E�  ciency &
Productivity with the

BEST Cloud Phone System 
for Small Business!

Call ESI at (844) 214-8180 to learn how you can get 5 MONTHS OF FREE SERVICE* and NO UPFRONT INSTALLATION CHARGES!             *WITH QUALIFYING PURCHASE

The ESI eCloud PBX delivers a Cloud communications 
experience like none other! We'll even buy back your 
old business phones so you can begin enjoying the 
amazing bene� ts of Cloud, such as:

Features:

• Beautiful Color Display 
Gigabit Phones 

• Turn Your Smartphone 
into an Extension of     
your Phone System

• Receive Voicemails            
in your Email Inbox 

• Voicemail Transcriptions

• Call Recording for  
Training & Review

• Advanced Call           
History Reports

• See Co-Worker 
Availability

• Unlimited Calling in     
North America

• Visual Contacts Directory

• Online Help &          
Training Videos

Bene� ts:

• Simple & Easy to Deploy

• Unlimited Scalability

• Disaster Recovery -   
Never Miss A Call   

• Easily Manage Your       
Own Phone System  

• Flexible Role-based 
Feature Packages

• Network All O¡  ces 
Together

• Phones Always Under 
Warranty - as long as    
you have ESI Service

• 30-day Guarantee

• No more expensive        
trip charges

• Stay on the Latest 
Technology with 
Automatic Software 
Updates
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Park University opens doors on campus, 
but more robust schedule coming in 2019
BY TOM BLODGETT

The new tenant in Gilbert’s Uni-
versity Building opened its doors to 
students Oct. 16 with the promise of 
finally getting the town where it wants 
to be on higher education.

The Gilbert campus is the third Ari-
zona location and 42nd nationwide for 
Park University, which is based in the 
Kansas City suburb of Parkville, Mis-
souri. The other two Arizona locations 
are at Luke and Davis-Monthan Air 
Force bases. Park has a strong, historic 
relationship with the military.

Experience managing multiple 
campuses and working with military 
members were two attractive factors to 
Gilbert in choosing Park to move into 
the University Building, Mayor Jenn 
Daniels said.

“Let’s say they had a tried-and-true 
model,” Daniels said. “We appreciated 
very much their focus on veterans. 
That fits in well with the values that 
we hold dear in this community, and 
their desire to 
work directly 
with the busi-
ness community 
to ensure that 
their programs 
were going to 
meet the needs 
of the busi-
nesses.”

Course 
options will 
include under-
graduate classes in liberal arts, busi-
ness and criminal justice, and gradu-
ate classes in public administration, 
education technology and business. 
Several concentrations in each area 
will be offered.

While Park is only open to night 
students and specialized programs 
during the day at present, it will have 
a more conventional calendar with tra-
ditional and nontraditional students 
in the 2019-20 academic year, Execu-
tive Director Jeff Ehrlich said.

HIGHER EDUCATION INITIATIVE

Employers told the town several 
years ago the region did not have 
enough higher education opportuni-
ties, Daniels said.

“We started asking ourselves the 
question of, ‘What is our local role in 

ensuring that we have workforce avail-
ability for our employers in the town 
of Gilbert?” Daniels said. 

Former Mayor John Lewis then 
led the drive to build the University 
Building, which opened in 2015 with 
Chicago-based Saint Xavier University 
moving in. However, a state funding 
cut in Illinois ended up shuttering the 
campus 1,700 miles away in 2016.

Ehrlich is complimentary of Saint 
Xavier as a university, but its loss was 
Park’s gain. The town was determined 
to move ahead on its initiative.

“We’ve stayed committed and true 
to that vision despite some of the 
setbacks we’ve had,” Daniels said. 
“We are working toward having more 
higher ed opportunities and workforce 
development for our employers in the 
town.”

Donna Ehrlich, Jeff’s wife and the 
campus’ academic director, said the 
university has 24 students enrolled in 
person and close to that in online stu-

dents, exceeding 
the university’s 
goal and putting 
them close to 
the Ehrlichs’ 
personal goal.

Athletics 
should help 
growth, too, 
as the Park 
Buccaneers 
will compete 
in the National 

Association of Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics, or NAIA, a governing body similar 
to the NCAA but generally for smaller 
schools. The Buccaneers is a play off 
the main campus’ mascot, the Pirates.

ACCESSIBILITY AND AFFORDABILITY

Park’s tuition costs $399 per credit 
hour for undergraduates at a campus 
center like Gilbert in the 2018-19 school 
year. Graduate students pay $560 per 
credit hour. Different discount rates 
apply to active-duty military, veterans, 
reservists, National Guard members, 
federal employees and dependents of 
those groups.

The college will accept Advanced 
Placement and some high school class 
credits. It has also sought agreements 
with the Maricopa County Commu-
nity College District to transfer those 
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Park University has moved into 
Gilbert’s University Building, 
originally occupied by Saint 
Xavier University, on Vaughn 
Avenue west of Gilbert Road.
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OCT. 16Gilbert 
classes started

Undergraduate 
areas offered:

Graduate 
areas offered:

1875

• Liberal arts
• Business
• Criminal justice

• Public administration
• Education technology
• Business

Established

3 in Arizona
42 campuses

Park University 92 W. Vaughn Ave., Gilbert | 480-214-2100

schools’ hours, which would go 
toward building a flexible education 
model at a “reasonable price point,” 
Jeff Ehrlich said.

Another way Park seeks to build 
that model is through what it calls 
“validated learning experience” 
credit, or VLE, in which students can 
apply life experiences they have had 
to receive credits for them at a reduced 
cost.

“Every university can do it,” Ehrlich 
said. “It takes a little bit of work, but 
it’s a huge cost savings to the stu-
dents.”

That is one way Erhlich said he 
sees Park fitting well into the town, 
as VLE credits could be helpful for 
Gilbert’s large Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints population who have 
served missions for the church.

“Those students who go on a 
mission come back with incredible 
knowledge, two years of maybe being 
in a different country or an entirely dif-
ferent culture,” Ehrlich said. “So now 
let’s bring them back and say, ‘Here’s 
15 credits we can give you for that,’ or 
someone that goes on a pilgrimage. 
Same thing. Someone who goes on 
a Peace Corps [volunteer job]. Any 
of those things. We want to say, ‘You 
learned a lot. Let us help you convert 
that to credit.’”

Ehrlich said he sees these time- and 

cost-saving moves as being important 
to Park’s mission.

“Our success isn’t how long we keep 
a person in school,” he said. “Our 
success is putting someone out there 
that can go to the workplace, have 
a meaningful career in a reasonable 
amount of time and not be breaking 
the bank to do it.”

UNIVERSITY BUILDING

Park University occupies the first 
floor of the University Building, which 
accounts for about 11,000 square feet 
in the 89,000-square-foot building. It 
does have a right of refusal on other 
tenants as space becomes available, 
which gives the school room for 
expected future growth.

Park will pay the town nearly 
$800,000 in rent for three years in the 
building.

Ehrlich said he does not worry that 
low enrollment will cancel any classes. 
He said a “Pirate Patch” program 
allows students to come together in a 
campus classroom and watch remotely 
a lecture from a professor at the main 
campus or one of the other satellite 
sites. Students from several campuses 
can be in the same class that way.

“Gilbert did a fabulous job,” Ehrlich 
said. “This is the most technologically 
sound building—one of the best edu-
cational facilities I have ever seen.”

“OUR SUCCESS ISN’T HOW LONG 
WE KEEP A PERSON IN SCHOOL. 
OUR SUCCESS IS PUTTING 
SOMEONE OUT THERE THAT CAN 
GO TO THE WORKPLACE, HAVE 
A MEANINGFUL CAREER IN A 
REASONABLE AMOUNT OF TIME 
AND NOT BE BREAKING THE BANK 
TO DO IT.”

 – JEFF EHRLICH, PARK UNIVERSITY  
GILBERT CAMPUS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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TOWN & EDUCATION

Higley district plans to ask voters for override in November 2019 election

Chandler district touts its good financial health

HIGLEY USD    The Higley Unified 
School District will ask voters next 
year to continue its 15 percent mainte-
nance and operations budget override 
from 2015, school officials said.

The district also may ask for an over-
ride on its capital budget in November 
2019, district Chief Financial Officer 
Gary Holland told the school board at 
its regular business meeting Sept. 26.

That would be necessitated by the 
district’s increased capital needs, Hol-
land said.

Holland’s comments came Sept. 26 
during an annual presentation to the 
public on how the district has been 
spending its previous bond and over-
ride funds.

Holland showed that the funds from 
the 2015 M&O override have been used 

CHANDLER USD  An increasing 
number of students and growing 
revenue base pushed the Chandler 
Unified School District’s revenues 
and expenditures higher in 2017-
18, according to a presentation 
of the district’s annual financial 
report Sept. 26.

In summarizing the report, 
Chief Financial Officer Lana Berry 
said the district’s finances are in 
good shape.

“We are financially stable,” 
Berry said. “We continue to put 

GILBERT PUBLIC SCHOOLS    Gilbert 
Public Schools’ carry-forward on 
its budget balance is improving but 
not ideal, according to an Oct. 2 
annual financial report. 

“We are still struggling with rev-
enues and desperately wanting to 
make sure we are maintaining the 
academic programs at our schools, 
so that process (growing reserves) I 
would expect to take a few years,” 
said Bonnie Betz, GPS assistant 
superintendent for business ser-
vices. “I’m very interested in getting 
a contingency budget established 
for the 2020 school year.”

Betz said she would like to see 3 

News from Gilbert, Gilbert Public Schools, Higley Unified School District and Chandler Unified School District COMPILED BY TOM BLODGETT

MEETINGS

Gilbert Town Council 
Thursday, Nov. 1, 6:30 p.m. • Tuesday, Nov. 
13, 5 p.m. (joint with Planning Commission) 
Thursday, Nov. 15, 6:30 p.m. • 50 E. Civic 
Center Drive, Gilbert • 480-503-6871 
www.gilbertaz.gov

Gilbert Public Schools board 
Tuesday, Oct. 30, 6:30 p.m. • Wednesday, 
Nov. 7, 6:30 p.m. • Tuesday, Nov. 20,  
6:30 p.m. • 140 S. Gilbert Road, Gilbert   
480-497-3300 • www.gilbertschools.net

Higley Unified School District board 
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 5:30 p.m. (work study)  
2935 S. Recker Road, Gilbert   
480-279-7000 • www.husd.org

Chandler Unified School District board 
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 7 p.m. • Wednesday, 
Nov. 28, 7 p.m. • 1525 W. Frye Road, 
Chandler • 480-812-7000 
www.cusd80.com

Follow us on Twitter: @impactnews_phx

GILBERT   Gilbert has begun the 
process of updating its general plan 
ahead of the 2020 election where it 
will be put before voters.

The town sought input from resi-
dents during an Oct. 17 open house on 
the plan.

State law requires towns and cities 
to update their general plans every 10 

HIGLEY USD    The Higley Unified School District 
board unanimously approved procurement of a 
synthetic turf field at Higley High School, which 
has a grass field now, in its football stadium. 

The field will cost $1.25 million to install and 
be ready to play, Michael Fowler, assistant super-
intendent for support services, said.

The synthetic fields cost about $50,000 less 
annually to maintain and are safer than grass, 
Fowler said.

Construction is scheduled for December 
through March. The first game will be played in 
August.

Gilbert gathering input 
for General Plan update

Higley High to install synthetic turf football field

QUOTE OF NOTE

“IT’S JUST KIND OF THE GILBERT WAY.” 

— COUNCIL MEMBER EDDIE COOK ABOUT HOLDING 
PUBLIC MEETINGS ON THE PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING 
FACILITY BOND ISSUE

HIGLEY USD
KEY BUDGET NUMBERS FROM 2017-18

A new marquee at Coronado Elementary School was funded by voter-approved bonds.

to increase teacher compensation; 
maintain and improve elementary 
specials; provide staffing to reduce 
average class sizes; support gifted edu-
cation, special education and all-day 
kindergarten; and provide education 
resources to classrooms.

The override was worth $9.67 mil-
lion last fiscal year and is estimated to 
bring in $10.46 million this fiscal year.

Additionally, voters approved $70.58 
million in bonds in 2013 for new school 
construction and improvements. To 
date, the district has spent $53.55 mil-
lion of those bonds.

Gilbert Public Schools looks to build contingency

years. The plan, however, looks ahead 
to the next 20 years.

The plan, which covers areas like 
housing, economic development, 
transportation, parks and open space, 
design and conservation, must be 
approved by voters.

The outreach to residents is con-
sidered phase two of the four-phase 
process of preparing the plan to go 
before voters. The feedback received 
will be included in a draft review for 
phase three.

percent of the budget held in reserves.
The money carried forward into the 

2019 budget is expected to be close to 
$4.96 million in maintenance and opera-
tions and about $1.44 million in capital, 
Betz said.

Budget

Actual

$73,721,837

$68,164,187

MAINTENANCE/ 
OPERATIONS

Budget

Actual

$15,445,940

$5,664,139

UNRESTRICTED
CAPTIAL

SOURCE: CHANDLER USD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

CHANDLER USD
KEY BUDGET NUMBERS FROM 2017-18

Budget

Actual

$264,072,395

$263,627,298

MAINTENANCE/ 
OPERATIONS

Budget

Actual

$13,289,456

$9,446,550

UNRESTRICTED
CAPTIAL

SOURCE: GILBERT PUBLIC SCHOOLS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

GILBERT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
KEY BUDGET NUMBERS FROM 2017-18

Budget

Actual

$207,362,375

$201,552,912

MAINTENANCE/ 
OPERATIONS

Budget

Actual

$5,031,989

$3,592,863

UNRESTRICTED
CAPTIAL

money in the classroom. We have low 
administration costs, as you can see. 
We’re doing a pretty good job overall.”
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1: Retired engineer Alan Fitzgerald opened Art Inter-
section in the Heritage District of Gilbert as studio 
and gallery space for students and former students. 
2: Students can use this darkroom when attending 
workshops at Art Intersection 3: Though the empha-
sis at Art Intersection is traditional photography, 
students can learn how to enhance and print digital 
pictures as well with Photoshop and Lightroom.

Art Intersection

A  fter retiring from his engineering career and 
taking some photography classes at Arizona 

State University, Gilbert resident Alan Fitzgerald had 
a vision. He wanted to create a space and provide 
resources for students outside of a university setting 
to expand their learning.

Really, he wanted something where students and 
anyone of any profession could come and “feed 
[their] creative side.”

“It’s kind of like the old John Lennon saying: 
‘Life happens when you’re making other plans.’” 
Fitzgerald said. “You can kind of put the word ‘art’ 
or ‘career’ in there. When you have a career that isn’t 
filling your creative side, then you need to find that 
creative side.”

From that idea Fitzgerald founded Art Intersection 
in 2011. The space, which combines galleries and 
studios, is located off of North Gilbert Road and was 
refurbished from an old dance studio.

Fitzgerald’s place includes three gallery spaces 
and a photo lab with a digital room, a classroom 
and a darkroom. 

Art Intersection also curates Gallery 4 in HD 
South, the arts center and Gilbert Historical Museum 
home.

Fitzgerald said it is rare for students and photog-
raphers to be in a gallery displaying their work. 

“Most photographers never get their work off a 
computer,” he said. “We want the artist’s hands to 
be involved in the work.”

Along with providing a place for people to exhibit 
their art, Art Intersection also holds workshops for 
anyone looking to learn different types of photog-
raphy, from traditional style to digital. Though pho-
tography is the focus, other mediums, sometimes 
mixed with photography, are embraced, too.

“There’s no gaps or barriers here to get involved 
with any flavor of photography, from film to digital 
to dark room to paper,” Fitzgerald said. “We really 
make a place that is for the experience of creating 
something.”

BY SARA EDWARDS

Art Intersection

207 N. Gilbert Road,  
Ste. 101, Gilbert

480-361-1118

www.artintersection.com

Hours: Wed.-Sat. 10 a.m.-
6 p.m., closed Sun.-Tues.

E. PAGE AVE.

E. CULLUMBER AVE.

E. ELLIOT RD.
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Artists from Fifth Estate tattoo parlor, located downstairs from  Art Intersection, illustrate their influences and ideas on 
various mediums in the Endure–Art of the Fifth Estate exhibit  in an Art Intersection’s gallery from Sept. 19-Oct. 27.

BUSINESS FEATURE
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Space gives anyone chance to 
come feed their creative side

BEST. EVENT. EVER. 

“� ey helped me create an event my guests will never forget!”
480-535-2141 | 4635 E. Baseline Rd., Gilbert 85234 | thefallseventcenter.com/location/gilbert-azCorporate Events       Weddings       Parties

• Flexible Floorplans
• Outside Vendors Allowed 
• A/V Equipment Available 
• Free Wifi 
• Professional Staff
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T   he group text message would come in, and 
Tyler Robison knew he was going to end up in 

the Alvarezes’ backyard in west Mesa.
That’s where he would find Ruben and Maricela 

Alvarez making and selling their al carbon tacos 
they perfected in Mazatlán, Mexico, to a crowd of 
people lucky enough to be clued in on when they 
were selling their brand of Mexican food.

The duo had a strong following for their brand 
of fresh al carbon that is flavored with the smoke 
imparted on the meat from mesquite charcoal. And 
all of it was done out of their backyard.

“It was a great setup, and everyone loved the 
food,” Robison said. “Steve Beck and I got to talking 
with Ruben about opening a restaurant, and he was 
open to it.”

It led to Backyard Taco opening in December 2012 
in Mesa with Ruben Alvarez, a concrete worker; 
Robison, an orthodontist; and Beck, a commercial 
real estate agent, going into business together.

It was followed up in March 2017 with the Gilbert 
store, which is located on Higley Road between the 

Loop 202-Santan Freeway and East Ray Road. A 
third store opened at Stapley Road and U.S. 60 in 
Mesa on Oct. 1, and a fourth is planned for Queen 
Creek, Beck said.

The owners said the Gilbert location has been 
thriving. It is right off the highway and sandwiched 
between two schools, Williams Field High School 
and American Leadership Academy-Gilbert North. 
The popularity of the food—with the usual items, 
such as tacos, burritos and quesadillas—and the 
unique, such as the Crazy Potato, has something to 
do with the success as well, Robison said.

“I think what separates us is the mesquite flavor—
it is really good—and the freshness of the food,” 
Robison said. “It has gone really well. It took some 
time to get established and build up to the second 
one, but the Gilbert location has gone very well.”

So has the partnership that began in the Alva-
rezes’ backyard, thanks to a text group.

“We were all doing something else, but took a 
chance,” Robison said. “We knew it was good food, 
and now [Ruben is] sharing it with more people.”

1: The tacos come with cabbage, onions and red to-
mato sauce. They cost $2.40 each. 2: The meat on the 
tostadas is grilled on mesquite. The item is $3.25.

BY JASON P. SKODABackyard Taco
Neighborhood cookouts inspire growing restaurant business

ONE CRAZY POTATO

One item that makes Backyard Taco different from the 
multitude of taco shops is the Papa Loca or Crazy Potato. 
The popular item combines the inside of a slow-baked 
potato infused with butter and sour cream with a choice 
of mesquite-flavored meats, onions and cabbage. The 
salsa bar includes a guacamole salsa, pickled red onions 
and cucumbers. The Papa Loca costs $7.45.
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DINING FEATURE

From left: Tyler Robison, Steve Beck and Kristy Beck enjoyed the al carbon tacos produced in Maricela and Ruben Alva-
rez’s backyard so much that they encouraged the Alvarezes to go into the restaurant business with them.

Backyard Taco

1420 S. Higley Road, 
Gilbert

480-247-2775

www.backyardtaco.com

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-
11 p.m., closed Sunday

E. AGRITOPIA LOOP N.
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Gilbert: 2601 E. Baseline Rd. 85234 • 480-892-7939
East Mesa: 6129 E. Brown Rd. 85205 • 480-396-8800

Queen Creek: 40370 N. Gantzel Rd. 85240 • 480-655-5789

TAKE ON BIG FALL

PROJECTS
$20  INSTANT 

REBATE
REAR HANDLE CHAIN SAW
CS-310-14

$179 99
PROMO PRICE

ORIGINAL MSRP $199.99

$30  INSTANT 
REBATE    

$299 99
PROMO PRICE

ORIGINAL MSRP $329.99

PB-580H/T
BACKPACK BLOWER

At participating Golden Eagle dealers only. Save $30 instantly with a PB-580H/T or $20 off of all  
CS-310 unit purchase from 9/1/18-11/30/18.  Price discounts can not be combined with any other offers.
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Resources
Gilbert gets water from Central Arizona 
Project (Colorado River), Salt River 
Project (Salt and Verde watersheds) 
and groundwater. The energy and canal 
maintenance costs of getting this water, 
has been rising at about 6 percent an-
nually since the last rate hike. Wildfires 
up north have meant the water being 
pumped is less clean.

Treatment 
With the water arriving with more 
organic contaminants from wildfires, 
the cost to treat the water so it is ready 
for home and commercial use has risen, 
both in energy and treatment chemicals.

Use
Commercial and residential customers 
will see the increase in their bills  
starting Nov. 1.

 Sewer  
collections
Water down the drain goes to the 
sewers, where it is then pumped to 
reclamation facilities. The energy costs 
of this pumping have gone up, too.

trying to sneak some things [in] 
over multiple years and make them 
seem less noticeable,” Gilbert Water 
Resources Manager Eric Braun said. 
“We want to do this once, let the pub-
lic understand it, go through the pro-
cess one time and let them know we’re 
not going to be coming back year  
after year.”

INCREASING COSTS

Town officials said they have prac-
ticed belt-tightening measures for 
years to keep from increasing water 
rates. 

The town has realized some sav-
ings, Braun and Budget Director 
Kelly Pfost said, by cash funding new 
equipment when possible to save on 
interest as well as negotiating with 
the federal government for less expen-
sive hydroelectric power from Hoover 
Dam. Staff also said it has been 

able to keep maintenance costs in  
check and by adding technology to 
increase efficiency.

However, town staff projects the 
water and sewer funds could be los-
ing money within the next five years 
without an increase. 

“We did see it coming, and then 
it finally comes 
to a point where 
you say, ‘we can’t 
wait,’” Pfost said. 
“We’ve got to start 
doing something, 
or we’re going to 
be in the red.”

The rising costs 
placing pressure 
on the town come 
primarily from three factors: energy 
to pump the water, chemicals to treat 
the water and maintenance to infra-
structure. 

Gilbert gets its water primarily from 
three sources: Central Arizona Project 
(Colorado River), Salt River Project (Salt 
and Verde watersheds) and ground-
water. The water from the Central 

Arizona Project—which flows from 
the Colorado River—is increasingly  
more expensive to pump to Gilbert, 
Braun said.

“Half of the cost to deliver the water 
is energy to pump it here,” he said. 
“It’s coming up a couple of thousand 
feet in elevation. It’s heavy. It takes a 
lot energy to push it uphill, so that’s 

half the cost. The 
other half of the 
cost is operating 
and maintaining 
the canal system 
to get it here. Both 
of those costs have 
increased signifi-
cantly since 2009.”

Once the water 
has made its way 

to town, Gilbert has additional costs 
to treat and deliver the water for res-
idents and businesses to use. 

“We have got treatment plants that 
we have to maintain, and as that 
infrastructure ages, it costs a little 
bit more,” Braun said. “We’ve got the 
energy to produce the water and then 
to pump it, too. … And then all of the 

chemicals and other commodities 
that we need to use to treat the water. 
Those costs also increase.”

That water requires more treatment 
than in the past, too, because of the 
wildfires in northern Arizona that 
have increased during the South-
west’s drought and decreased the 
water quality. Those fires have loos-
ened soil, and with ground cover 
gone, it has allowed more sedimenta-
tion and ash to run off into the water, 
Braun said.

Because wastewater must be treated 
and faces the same treatment cost 
increases as drinking water, sewer 
costs are rising, too. A new environ-
mental compliance monthly fee of 
$4.86 will feed a fund to pay to meet fed-
eral requirements on stormwater and  
air quality. 

CONCERNS

The rate increase proposal 
received some pushback from some  

Cost pressures all along the chain of the urban water cycle have caused Gilbert to respond with its first rate increase since 2009.  
This graphic traces the steps of the water cycle from source to recharge and identifies the increased costs along the way that affect Gilbert.
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Gilbert's Urban WATER Cycle 

“WE WANT TO DO THIS 
ONCE, LET THE PUBLIC 
UNDERSTAND IT, GO 
THROUGH THE PROCESS 
ONE TIME AND LET  
THEM KNOW WE’RE NOT 
GOING TO BE COMING  
BACK YEAR AFTER YEAR.”

— ERIC BRAUN, GILBERT  
WATER RESOURCES MANAGER
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“Please keep it up.  The “impacts” and 
“transportation updates” sections are 
especially of interest and very informative. 
Already looking forward to the next issue.”

“I receive a good deal of media in the mail that 
immediately gets forwarded to the trash bin. I 
read your initial offering cover to cover. Thank 
you for sending important and relevant 
information. I look forward to next month.”

“Great job of the latest edition of Impact. I found the description of the 4 
Gilbert employment corridors informative and very helpful in my job 
search.”

Recent reader feedback from the Gilbert area. FROM OUR READERS 

“I love that it came in my 
mailbox, and was small 
and to the point in all 
the stories. So many 
informative pieces and 
even the advertisers 
were great. I’ve already 
ripped out some of the 
coupons to use.”

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

Thank you for taking on the role of Editor for the Gilbert Community 
Impact Newspaper. I am so excited about a hyperlocal paper for 
Gilbert! In recent months, I have reluctantly been primarily consuming 
information about Gilbert via social media, and I am very happy that we 
now have a true journalist reporting the happenings! 
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Reclamation
As with treatment, the costs of purify-
ing wastewater have gone up in energy 
and chemicals.

Direct reuse
Some of the reclaimed water is used in 
 landscaping, most often on irrigating 
golf courses, parks and HOA common 
grounds.

Recharge
To be able by law to pump groundwater, the 
town also must replenish it. The Riparian 
Preserve at Water Ranch is the town’s most 
prominent aquifer, or recharge site.

homeowners associations  and from 
some council members, though the 
council approved the measure 5-2 
on Sept. 20. Council members Victor 
Petersen and Jared Taylor voted no.

Joe Bakas, who sits on the board of 
directors for Silverhawke homeown-
ers association in northwest Gilbert, 
said he told the council he understood 
the need for the hike. However, he 
said he would have liked to have seen 
it delayed until January, when most 
HOAs start their budget year.

“I’m of course concerned because 
our goal and the goal of any of the 
boards is to well manage the money 
that’s coming into the association and 
try to manage to budgets,” he said.  
“...You’re creating an impact to people 
who budget on a yearly basis.”

HOAs pay for water features and 
water usage on common grounds, 
then pass the costs to homeowners in 
assessments. 

Bakas said the timing of the 
increases makes the impact more 
acute because it is time for overseed-
ing for winter lawns, requiring addi-
tional watering as seeds germinate.

Petersen said he was concerned 
there were inefficiencies in the water 
department that, if addressed, could 

further stave off a hike. 
The town’s water production has 

increased with growth, and devel-
opers pay fees to accommodate the 
growth, but Petersen notes town 
staffing has increased faster than pro-
duction. He said he has not gotten a 
good explanation as to why.

Petersen, who will leave the council 
at year’s end, said he still would like 
to see the discrepancy between staff-
ing and water production addressed 
as it could potentially delay a future 
increase. 

But he acknowledges that with the 
hike passed, the political will to do so 
may be gone.

“The idea of inflation is real,” 
he said. “I’m not denying that. 
And if the [full-time employee]  
numbers weren’t so disturbing and 
hard for me to explain, I wouldn’t be 
here complaining. 

“People expect rate increases once 
in a while, but they also expect us to 
do everything we can to be as effi-
cient as we can, and the metrics I’ve 
seen don’t convince me that we’ve 
done that.”

DESIGNED BY ISABELLA SHORT

For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.
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Single family residential*

OLD NEW DIFFERENCE
WATER

BILL TOTAL

SEWER

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES

ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPLIANCE FEE

$28.45 +$3.02

+$2.63

-$1.20

+$4.28

+$8.73
+13.74%

$24.73

$14.80

$4.28

$72.26

$25.43

$22.10

$16.00

$0

$63.53

Commercial*
OLD NEW DIFFERENCE

WATER

BILL TOTAL

SEWER

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES

ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPLIANCE FEE

$79.00 $88.47 +$9.47

+$13.07

+$4.28

$90.89

$68.79

$4.28

$56.98

$0

+$60.73
+31.68%

$252.43

$55.72

+$33.91

$191.70

Monthly Water Bill COMPARISON

*Residential rate based on single-family residence with a 0.75-inch meter, 10,000 gallons water 
usage, 5,000 gallons sewer flow, 90-gallon cans. Commercial rate based on a 1-inch meter, 45,000 
gallons water usage and sewer flow. New environmental compliance fee is to meet federal storm 
water and air quality mandates.

Learn how much more Gilbert residents and businesses will pay under newly approved utility rates, effective Nov. 1.

Hyperlocal Advertising 
HERE FOR YOUR PRINT AND DIGITAL NEEDS

CONTACT US TODAY ADVERTISING@COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM

“Please keep it up.  The “impacts” and 
“transportation updates” sections are 
especially of interest and very informative. 
Already looking forward to the next issue.”

“I receive a good deal of media in the mail that 
immediately gets forwarded to the trash bin. I 
read your initial offering cover to cover. Thank 
you for sending important and relevant 
information. I look forward to next month.”

“Great job of the latest edition of Impact. I found the description of the 4 
Gilbert employment corridors informative and very helpful in my job 
search.”

Recent reader feedback from the Gilbert area. FROM OUR READERS 

“I love that it came in my 
mailbox, and was small 
and to the point in all 
the stories. So many 
informative pieces and 
even the advertisers 
were great. I’ve already 
ripped out some of the 
coupons to use.”

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

Thank you for taking on the role of Editor for the Gilbert Community 
Impact Newspaper. I am so excited about a hyperlocal paper for 
Gilbert! In recent months, I have reluctantly been primarily consuming 
information about Gilbert via social media, and I am very happy that we 
now have a true journalist reporting the happenings! 

SOURCE: TOWN OF GILBERT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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The proposed facility at Pecos and Power roads has space for firefighters and 
police to train separately or together in nearly every kind of situation.

A question on the Nov. 6 general 
election ballot asks voters to allow the 
town to sell $65.35 million in bonds 
to go toward building an $85 million 
public safety training facility at Pecos 
and Power roads, which the fire and 
police departments could use sepa-
rately or together to conduct training 
for incoming and existing personnel. 
The remaining money for the facility 
would come from a recently approved 
land sale and from the general fund. 

The proposed facility has a driving 
course; firearms range; classroom 
space; and places to train for differ-
ent scenarios involving one- and two-
story residential, commercial and 
tower spaces.

The ballot language indicates the 
town will raise its secondary property 
tax rate to pay for the debt, and the 
bond’s publicity pamphlet shows a 
small two-year spike in the rate. The 
language, however, is required by law 
because the town is taking on new 

debt, despite the town’s rate plan, 
Budget Director Kelly Pfost said.

Furthermore, because the town has 
retired so much of its previous debt 
and has a AAA bond rating, town staff 
actually projects it will take on the 
new debt without raising taxes at any 
point, Mayor Jenn Daniels and Pfost 
said.

“The town has no intention of 
increasing the tax rate above the $0.99 
level it is currently at (either with or 
without the public safety training 
facility),” Pfost said in an email.

When the Gilbert Town Council 
voted June 21 to put the proposal on 
the ballot, it was split 5-2, with Dan-
iels, and council members Eddie 
Cook, Jordan Ray, Brigette Peterson 
and Scott Anderson voting in favor 
and council members Victor Petersen 
and Jared Taylor voting against.

Proponents of the bond say the 
facility is needed to address the com-
ing attrition in the public safety forces 
and will serve the town’s needs well 

into the future.
Opponents counter the future need 

is uncertain and that while some type 
of facility may be needed, the pro-
posed facility goes beyond the scale 
of the need. As such, the opponents 
say, the town should not take on the 
debt.

“I’m willing to look at something, 
and I think most people would be, as 
long as there’s not a lot of it that’s not 
really immediate need or it’s a dupli-
cation of facility,” Petersen said Oct. 
5. “That’s the challenge is that people 
get stuck in this all-or-nothing sce-
nario and it’s really not. We need to 
come back and see what’s really our 
immediate need that we can justify.”

While Petersen would like to see the 
bond be turned back and a smaller 
project then emerge that could be 
paid up front or with a smaller bond 
amount, Daniels said the bonds make 
sense as they will not raise residents’ 
secondary property tax rate.

Daniels noted that Gilbert is 

expected to pay a share of Arizona’s 
unfunded liability in the public safety 
retirement system, and that cannot 
be paid from bonds. Thus, using town 
funds to pay that liability down while 
issuing bonds to pay for the facility 
makes financial sense.

POTENTIAL TURNOVER

Many of the current personnel were 
hired during first major growth period 
in the early 1990s, meaning that many 
are nearing retirement age, Police 
Chief Mike Soelberg said. The average 
number of service years for a fire or 
police employee is 25.75 years.

The Gilbert Police Department has 
405 employees, including 275 sworn 
officers and 130 civilians. Gilbert Fire 
has 197 sworn and 19 civilians for a 
total of 216 employees. 

Additional bodies will be needed 
for both departments with growth, 
and current employees also must 
meet ongoing training standards.

The projected numbers account for 
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SOURCES: GILBERT POLICE DEPARTMENT, GILBERT FIRE & RESCUE DEPARTMENT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Canine training
Police dogs can be trained in the facility’s 
western green space.

One-StOry 
reSidential
Police and fire can use this building for training 
on situations for a one-story home. All of the 
rooms have the ability to burn wood palettes 
and paper, be cleaned up and reused. Having 
all of the rooms be able to accommodate burns 
means firefighters can see different scenarios in 
the home each time they train.

two-StOry 
reSidential
This allows for training in a two-story home. 
However, the ignition source for fire training is 
propane, which can be shut off immediately on-
site or remotely if needed,- and firefighters can 
see actual fire “rollover” in their training.

training tower
This four-story building is set up to train officers 
and firefighters for situations in buildings such 
as hotels, hospitals and apartments. Police and 
fire can train together so each can know what 
the other will do in certain situations. 

driving COurse
Next to Desert Sky Park, which is being 

built, the course is sunk into a small 
ravine, which helps with noise abatement. 

The large pad off the track will be used 
primarily by the fire department.

taCtiCal warehOuSe  
and driver training

Storage and training space is here, 
including a couple drive-thrus where 
maintenance can be done along with 

training on night stops.

learning Center
This is primarily classroom space, but also 
has, for example, padded training rooms.

FirearmS range
Gilbert’s current range has  

only eight 25-yard lanes and a lot of 
waiting. This range has 40 lanes—20 at 

25 yards and another 20 at 50 yards. 
Thus, academy and ongoing training can 

happen at the same time.

PrOpOsed PubliC SaFety 
TRAINING FACILITY

CONTINUED FROM 1
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COmmerCial  
training
This training building can be for 
situations in strip malls or office 
complexes. N
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training REQUIREMENTS
Gilbert police officers have more upfront training while  
firefighters have more ongoing work.

population growth as well as calls for 
service, crime and fire statistics, and 
other metrics, Soelberg said.

The attrition rate in the police 
department was already at 8.7 per-
cent before Soelberg arrived and has 
grown to about 9.3 percent in the year 
and a half since then. That covers not 
just retirements, but departures from 
all causes, such as resignations.

If retirements hike the attrition rate 
much in the coming years, Soelberg 
said the department will fall behind 
the numbers it needs.

Petersen said the town cannot 
know if a retirement spike is coming. 
Soelberg acknowledges that but said 
the town still must be prepared.

“We don’t expect 85 percent of the 
people to walk out the door in 2025, 
but we have to be prepared for them 
to do so,” Soelberg said.

Soelberg said being prepared for 
turnover is important in his depart-
ment because it takes 10 months to 
train a replacement officer before he 
can put that officer on the street.

LOGISTICS OF REMOTE FACILITIES

For the life of the two departments, 
Gilbert has relied on training facilities 
from other municipalities, includ-
ing Chandler, Scottsdale, Mesa and 
Coolidge.

That has saved the town from hav-
ing to fund and build its own facility, 
although officials say using other cit-
ies’ facilities has some drawbacks. 

Other cities’ facilities may be differ-
ent from city to city than what Gilbert 
is planning for. Tempe and Glendale, 
for example, only have fire depart-
ment facilities. Mesa is using an 
approach that phases in facilities over 
time, but the city already is behind in 
accommodating its own needs, Gil-
bert officials said.

Using other cities’ facilities comes 
with a cost. For example, Mesa 
charges $1,000 per police recruit for 

a facility fee. It costs $1,500 per fire 
recruit. 

According to the town business 
plan, it costs $62,000 annually in 
operations for the fire department and 
$181,000 for the police deparment to 
train outside Gilbert. That includes 
travel costs and personnel costs com-
mitted outside Gilbert. 

The drive time to and from neigh-
boring facilities also creates an issue, 
Fire Department Chief Jim Jobusch 
said.

“It’s really inefficient having to 
drive for 30, 40, 50 miles to go to train-
ing and keep a unit out of service to 
do that,” Jobusch said.

But the chiefs say using neighbor-
ing town facilities is increasingly 
unsustainable as growth in surround-
ing areas mean towns have less avail-
able time to offer Gilbert.

“Our partners and neighboring 
agencies have been really good about 
helping us out as much as they can, 
but it’s just gotten to the point where 
you can’t count on it for any length of 
time,” Jobusch said. 

Petersen agreed that driving to 
places like Coolidge is impracti-
cal, making building some facilities 
important, but he pointed out that 
the town can utilize some of its own 
space and continue to partner with 
other departments for some training. 
It is a formula he believed has worked 
in making Gilbert among the coun-
try’s safest municipalities, according 
to FBI statistics.

“Do your classroom training, drive 
out there, do your practical,” Petersen 
said. “If you have to have like a 
debriefing, maybe get in a circle and 
do that or you can always drive back 
to the classroom and finish it up. It’s a 
10-, 15-minute drive. It’s not bad. Life 
doesn’t end because you have to drive 
somewhere else.”

Cook said he also initially balked at 
the price tag for the facility and did 

some research on 
his own to see if 
the town was not 
better served to 
continue its train-
ing with other 
municipal depart-
ments.

He even went so 
far as to offer three 
cities $6 million in 
cash from Gilbert 
to fund additional 
expansion at their facilities if it would 
ensure Gilbert would get an assured 
allotment of their available training 
time. But their answers were all no.

He said it also became clear to him 
that Gilbert would get less and less 
time on other departments’ calendars.

“[Other towns] basically said, ‘you 
know, Gilbert is going to be a very, 
very large organization that would 
be very demanding on our campus,’” 
Cook said. “‘And we just wouldn’t be 
able to accommodate you based upon 
your needs.’”

Gilbert expects its usage of the new 
facility would exceed 90 percent of its 
available time at opening, increasing 
as the town’s build-out approaches, 
according to town estimates.

The Gilbert Fire & Rescue Depart-
ment expects to train 200 recruit fire-
fighters over the next 20 years. The 
Gilbert Police Department expects to 
train 505 recruit police officers in that 
time. Outside agencies also may want 
to use the facility, but that would be 
dependent upon excess class capac-
ity.

“Ultimately, this results in better 
trained public safety personnel when 
they respond to our individual citi-
zens’ call for help and in a workforce 
that can better support our growth in 
Gilbert,” Daniels said.

40-80 
annual hours

240+ 
annual hours 

10 months

15 weeks

Upon 
recruitment

Ongoing

Police

fire

For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.
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QUESTION 1
Below is the ballot language voters 
will see on the bond proposal: 

“Shall the Mayor and Common 
Council of the Town of Gilbert, 
Arizona, be authorized to issue and 
sell general obligation bonds in the 
principal amount of not to exceed 
$65,350,000 to provide money for 
the following purposes: 

• Construction of new joint police 
and fire public safety training 
facilities and improvements to 
existing public safety training 
facilities.”

vOting 
REQUIREMENTS
The last day to vote early in person is 
Nov. 2. Early ballots must be received 
(not merely postmarked) by 7 p.m. 
Nov. 6. You may drop off your mail-in 
ballot on Election Day while the polls 
are open. Election Day is Nov. 6. Polls 
are open 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. You may find 
your polling place at https://recorder.
maricopa.gov/pollingplace. Proof of 
identity is required.

SOURCE: TOWN OF GILBERT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

We are a full service barber shop in the 
heart of Gilbert, Arizona that offers: 

• Haircuts - scissor trim & head shave • Beard/goatee trim
• Plus massage - lather • Straightedge razor fi nish

We are a full service barber shop in the 
heart of Gilbert, Arizona that offers: 

• Haircuts - scissor trim & head shave • Beard/goatee trim
• Plus massage - lather • Straightedge razor fi nish

We are a full service barber shop in the 
heart of Gilbert, Arizona that offers: 

• Haircuts - scissor trim & head shave • Beard/goatee trim
• Plus massage - lather • Straightedge razor fi nish

861 N. Higley Rd. Gilbert
NE Corner of Guadalupe Rd. & Higley
480-540-1892
Mon - Fri  8am-5pm • Sat 8am-3pm • Closed Sunday

WINNERS! 
Best of 2018
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Gilbert Community  
Excellence Awards
Some of Gilbert’s most notable people were recognized 
Sept. 27 at the 23rd annual Gilbert Community Excellence 
Awards at the Falls Events Center in Gilbert. The Gilbert 
Chamber of Commerce hosted the event and presented 
the evening with the town, Gilbert Public Schools, Higley 
USD, Chandler-Gilbert Community College and Republic 
Media. Arizona Public Service sponsored the event, at 
which 17 awards were given and a culinary showcase and 
raffle were held.

1  James Frazier, Gilbert Police Department’s lead 
chaplain and the winner of the municipal  Volunteer of the 
Year award, offers closing remarks at the dinner.

2  Students from Higley and Williams Field high schools 
form the color guard for the evening.

3  Fire Department Battalion Chief James Nelson was 
posthumously recognized with the Tim Dorn Public Safety 
Award. Posing with the award from left are: Mayor Jenn 
Daniels; Nelson’s widow, Kerry Nelson; daughters Shealy, 
Shelby and Sydney; and Town Manager Patrick Banger. 
Nelson died of an aneurysm Aug. 1.

4  Former Mayor Cynthia Dunham (center) won the 
Visionary Award for her work with neighborhoods in need 
of revitalization and stabilization. Presenting the award 
are Gilbert Chamber of Commerce board President Eric 
Reber and CEO Kathy Tilque. 

5  From left, Higley USD Assistant Superintendent 
Warren Shillingburg and board President Kristina Reese 
present Bob Lilienthal and therapy dogs Plato and 
Socrates with the district’s Volunteer of the Year award. 
Lilienthal and the dogs work with Coronado Elementary 
School students who need additional behavioral and 
academic support.

6  Highland High School’s Starlight Seranade, a 
60-member strolling strings ensemble under the 
direction of Bill Bitter, provides the night’s entertainment.

7   Gilbert Public Schools’ Vicki Willems, second from 
left, is presented the Dr. Wally Delecki Educator of the 
Year Award for the district by, from left: Superintendent 
Shane McCord, Delecki, and board President Sheila 
Rogers. Delecki is a retired superintendent of the district.

COMPILED BY TOM BLODGETT
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BY TOM BLODGETT 

Working to keep Chandler, Mesa out, 
annexation ignited Gilbert’s growth

HISTORY

W   hen the town of Gilbert was considering 
paving the roads and adding sewers, which 

finally happened in 1957, it had one prominent and 
vocal critic: former Mayor Roy Fuller.

“[He was] very much against sewer lines and paved 
roads,” said Kayla Kolar, executive director of HD 
South, which houses the Gilbert Historical Museum. 
“He said, ‘If you do that, people will move here.’”

Kolar laughed.
“Little did he know,” she said.
Indeed, Fuller proved prophetic about people 

moving to Gilbert, though few in the town seem to 
complain about that situation. But the sewers and 
streets were not the catalyst to the explosive growth 
Gilbert later experienced.

Near the beginning of the 20th century, Arizona 
Eastern Railway looked to build a rail stop in a farm 
area on its way from Phoenix to the mining towns in 
the southeastern part of the state.

Landowner and town namesake Bobby Gilbert sold 
his land in the area to the railroad, and by 1905, the 
railway had built a depot in what is now the Heritage 
District of Gilbert. Local farmers shipped their alfalfa 
hay, cotton and watermelons, the area’s big crops, 
from that depot, Kolar said.

Business boomed so much, particularly with the 
need to ship hay to feed horses being used overseas 
in World War I, that the area became known as the 
“Hay Shipping Capital of the World.”

The town incorporated with the boundaries of the 
Heritage District in 1920. It stayed very much an agri-
cultural town in the following decades—even after it 
paved the streets.

The real impetus for change came in 1975 when 
Dale Hallock, the mayor at that time, and the first 
town manager, Lynn Stuart, embarked on a “strip 
annexation” that expanded the town’s boundaries 
to Baseline Road along the north, Power Road to the 

east and Germann Road to the south. 
Along the west, the boundary went south from 

Baseline and Arizona Avenue and started to zigzag 
south of Guadalupe Road to Gilbert and Williams 
Field roads, according to what area residents on 
county land would sign on to the annexation. From 
there it heads south along Gilbert Road to Germann. 
The annexation added 53 acres of county land, and 
it was meant to hold off encroachment from quickly 
growing neighbors Chandler and Mesa.

At the time, Kolar notes, U.S. 60 did not go as far 
as Gilbert, but plans were for it to keep moving east. 
Hallock was friends with Mesa Mayor Eldon Cooley, 
and Hallock agreed not to annex the land where 
the U.S. 60 would go so that the freeway could be in 
Mesa.

But the arrival of the U.S. 60 just to the north, along 
with the newly available land proved to be critical to 
Gilbert’s growth.

“Now people thought, ‘I can move all the way out 
to Gilbert; I could have my horse property; I can hop 
on the freeway because now there’s a freeway and 
go to work in Phoenix because there was no place to 
work in Gilbert,’” Kolar said. “So the strip annexation 
and the building the 60, those were the two reasons 
that Gilbert then started booming.”

The population grew from 1,971 in 1970 to 5,717 
in 1980, to 29,188 in 1990, to 109,697 in 2000, and to 
208,453 in 2010. Its estimated population today is 
237,188.

Growth was so fast at one point that in 1996 the 
town declared a one-year moratorium on new zoning 
just to play catch-up.

Growth was supplemented with additional annexa-
tions to the south, including much of the land of 
unincorporated Higley in the mid-2000s and the 
opening of the Loop 2002-Santan Freeway in 2006. 

Roy Fuller would not approve.

1. A view north up Gilbert Road shows the town’s size 
then. 2. A map presents the town as it was in black and 
the proposed new boundary from the strip annexation. 
3. Looking west with Elliot District Park in the fore-
ground shows the town’s expansive growth. 

Main Street, which is now Gilbert Road, was paved and had sewers installed in 1957, much to the consternation of former Mayor Roy Fuller. The photo looks north up the road as prepa-
rations were made for that paving project. 
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4 bedroom / 3 bath 2,178 sq. ft. $331,000 
Tyler Hixson   
Opendoor Homes 855-879-6441

5 bedroom / 3 bath 3,269 sq. ft. $474,900 
Tom Speaks  
Revelation Real Estate 480-722-9800

Homes under 
contract 

Homes under 
contract 

569833

34.136.9

438437

Homes on  
the market

Homes on  
the market

Average days 
on the market

Average days 
on the market

Data provided by Daniel Ochoa 
Southeast Valley Regional Association of Realtors 

1733 E. Northrop Blvd., Chandler
480-833-7510 • www.sevrar.com

5 bedroom / 3 bath 3,644 sq. ft. $535,000 
Jaime Ingram
Realty One Group  855-210-7537

3 bedroom / 2 bath 1,442 sq. ft. $246,100 
Laura Pellegrini  
United Brokers Group 480-539-4775

1152 W. Horseshoe Ave.

6453 S. Goldfinch Drive

4583 E. Tremaine Court

2039 S. Roanoke St.

REAL ESTATE

RECENT LISTINGS
60

87

202

N

85234
85233

85296

85295

85298

85297

SEPT. 2017 SEPT. 2018

Price 85233 85234 85295 85296 85297 85298

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN SEPTEMBER  2017 VS.  2018

+15.5%
+7.7%

+4%
+17.4%

+7.8%

+3.9%

MORE OFTEN
Local News

SPONSORED BY LOCAL BUSINESS 
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YOUR LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD

WEEKLY ROUNDUP

TOP STORIES

Harris County gets $4.5 billion in federal 

funds for flood-control projects

Harris County Has Acquired about $4.5 billion in federal funds for flood 

prevention projects acress the area, bringing the county close to solving 

its numerous flooding issues, officials said Monday. U.S Rep. John Cul-

berson, R-Houston, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett and Russ Poppe, 

Harris County Flood Control District executive director, held a press 

conference Monday at the Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish ...

Read more
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Sign up to get unbiased, relevant 
and web-exclusive content delivered 

straight to your inbox!

COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/NEWSLETTER



DEALS THIS MONTH

HEALTH & BEAUTY
Hand & Stone - Gilbert ............................... 22

FOOD & DINING
Bahama Bucks - Gilbert ............................. 21

Buffalo Wild Wings - Gilbert ................. 20, 22

Nothing Bundt Cakes - Gilbert ................... 22

Planet Sub - Gilbert .................................... 19

The Sweet Tooth Fairy ................................ 20

Venezia’s New York Style Pizzeria ............... 21

EDUCATION & RECREATION
Higley Center for the Performing Arts ........ 21

HOME, GARDEN & SERVICES
1-800-PLUMBER ........................................ 21

MEDICAL & DENTAL
Prime Spine and Orthopedics .................... 23

FRESH BREAD DAILY FROM SCRATCH

WE DELIVER!

DAILY DEAL - BUY ONE, 
GET ONE 1/2 OFF

ON ITEMS OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE. VALID ANY 
DAY OF THE WEEK.

EXPIRES 11/30/18

2475 S Val Vista Dr #101, Gilbert, AZ 85295
(southeast corner of Williams Field Rd. and Val Vista Dr.)

SUNDAY SPECIAL!
FREE SIDE AND DRINK WITH EVERY 6” 

OR 12” PURCHASE
EXPIRES 11/30/18

480-245-6040
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4331 E. BASELINE RD. #106 ✺ GILBERT, AZ 85234 ✺ 480.507.5522 ✺ THESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COM

Give ‘Em Pumpkin to Talk About

4331 E. BASELINE RD. #1064331 E. BASELINE RD. #106  480.507.5522 ✺ THESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COM

WINNER OF FOOD NETWORK’S
CUPCAKE WARS

THESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COMTHESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COMTHESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COMTHESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COMTHESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COMTHESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COMTHESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COMTHESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COMTHESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COMTHESWEETTOOTHFAIRY.COM

FEED YOUR TEAM
Book your Large Order Takeout before

DECEMBER 1st ($200 min) and receive 15% o� .
Orders after DECEMBER 1st

are eligible for 5% o�  with this fl yer

©2018 Bu� alo Wild Wings, Inc. BWW2018-0100350

Excludes Boneless Wings. Dine In only. Limit one coupon per person, per 
visit. Must present original coupon; no photocopies. Not for resale. Not valid 
with any other discounts, offers or coupons. Valid at locations listed above. 
Not valid on Wing Tuesdays®. No cash value. Code: 00-00. Expires 4/30/19.

BUY ONE, GET ONE
MEDIUM TRADITIONAL WINGS

(DINE IN ONLY)

970 S Gilbert Road • Gilbert
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Sink clogged with holiday goodness? Call 1-800-Plumber to clear it up!

GILBERT�FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

480�209�3134
www.1800plumber.com/gilbert

$100 OFF 
A NEW WATER HEATER*

$35 OFF
FOR MILITARY/SENIORS*

License # ROC 319736

*Must present coupon. 
Not valid with other offers. 
Some restrictions apply.
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Pre Orders start November 1st, 2018!
Address: 2765 S Market St Suite 101, Gilbert AZ 85296

Phone: 480-237-4496

(480) 892-1667

Gilbert, AZ 85234
2285 E. Baseline Road, #103

Gilbert

12/01/2018

NothingBundtCakes.com

• 1

5-MINUTE •G
U

AR A N T EE

OR YOUR LUNCH IS FREE *

AVAILABLE MON-FRI
11AM T0 2PM

©2018 Bu�alo Wild Wings, Inc. BWW2018-0095606

970 S. Gilbert Road • Gilbert • 480.632.9464
O�er valid Monday-Friday, 11am-2pm only. Limit one coupon per person, per 
visit. Must present original coupon; no photocopies. Not for resale. Not val-
id with any other discounts, o�ers or coupons. Valid at location listed above. 
No cash value. Excludes tax. Excludes alcohol. Code: 00-00. Expires 12/31/18.

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE
FAST BREAK LUNCH
(With purchase of two drinks)

970 S. Gilbert Road • Gilbert • 480.632.9464
O�er valid Sunday-Wednesday, Dine in only. Limit one coupon per person, 
per visit. Must present original coupon; no photocopies. Not for resale. Not val-
id with any other discounts, o�ers or coupons. Valid at location listed above. 
No cash value. Excludes tax. Excludes alcohol. Code: 00-00. Expires 12/31/18.

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE
SMALL BONELESS WINGS • SUN-WED

(With purchase of two drinks)



Gilbert edition • October 2018 23

PAIN?  Get a second opinion!

Absolutely free stem cell consultation

STEM CELL TREATMENT

SAVE $1,000
$2,500

Compare to Scottsdale treatment $11,000
Glendale $5,500

PAIN MANAGEMENT 

$40 OFF
Consultation

Limited Availability
Call for Appointment

(480) 892-0321

Dr. Niteen Andalkar, M.D.
Board Certifi ed NeuroSurgeon

Dr. Eric Eifler, M.D.
Board Certifi ed Orthopedic Sports Surgeon

www.primespineortho.com

Dr. Jennifer Dias
Board Certifi ed Pain Management

“I was recommended here by my Dr. 
who had his shoulder injected with 
stem cell. I am so happy he did. I 
have NO pain issues. All gone.”

QUETA A.

RECOMMENDATIONShoulder/Neck

Wrist/Hand

Elbow

Back

Hip

Knee

Ankle/Foot



GILBERT EDITION

think bigger this holiday season

480-967-9467
PresidentialPools.com
525 East Baseline Road
Gilbert, AZ 85233
ROC #319376

When we first decided to install a pool, we interviewed 
other pool builders but settled on Presidential Pools 
because of their reputation and ability to provide the pool 
we wanted at the price we could afford. We are very 
happy with our decision and look forward to the rest of the 
pool installation process with complete confidence.   
             -Candace D. 

See what your neighbors are saying at presidentialpools.com/stories


