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Katy schools renew focus on safety, security

Katy area continues to recover from Harvey as officials work to mitigate flooding

Officials work to curb rise 
in active-shooter incidents

BY REBECCA HENNES

Nearly three months aft er the Santa Fe High School 
shooting near Houston left  nine students and one teacher 
dead in May, school safety continues to be at the forefront 
on the minds of Katy-area parents, students and school 
offi  cials who are gearing up for the 2018-19 school year.  

Local school districts like Katy ISD, private schools and 
local elected offi  cials have made swift  responses to the 
rise in active shooters by implementing new policies that 
they hope will increase overall school safety and security. 

“We are a reactive society, so when something bad hap-
pens then we think we’ll we need to do something about 

BY R. HANS MILLER

One year aft er Hurricane Harvey, 
government offi  cials are appropriat-
ing funds for regional fl ood mitigation 
and analyzing lessons learned during 
the storm to improve responses to 
future events and keep residents safe. 

 CONTINUED ON 36

Government agencies spent the last 
year focused on disaster preparedness 
and recovery, such as setting up a new 
task force, purchasing new equipment 
and undergoing water rescue training.

Fort Bend County Judge Robert 
Hebert said the county helped its  CONTINUED ON 34
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A person who places the public in fear of serious 
bodily injury or prevents or interrupts the 
occupation or use of a building, room or place of 
assembly poses a terroristic threat.

SOURCES: KATY ISD, TEXAS PENAL CODE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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terroristic 
threat?
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Terroristic threats

neighbors during Harvey.
“We’re all a region and we’ve got 

to help where we can, and I wouldn’t 
hesitate to ask another county for help 
if I thought they had something that 
I might need during an emergen cy,”   

53

at Katy ISD
The rise in recent active-shooter incidents has 
sparked a rise in terroristic threats to Katy ISD 
campuses over the last six years. 

increase from 
2017 to 2018
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Federal grant funding has been provided to local municipalities over the last year to help residents recover from Hurricane Harvey.

$24.4M
Waller County
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FEDERAL 
FUNDS TO 
SURVIVORS $5.1B

Harris County

$608M
Fort Bend County

Agencies work toward  
‘Texas-sized recovery’ 

HURRICANE HARVEY ONE YEAR LATER
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SOURCE: THE GOVERNOR'S COMMISSION TO REBUILD TEXAS/COMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Life changes for the better when you experience 
true retirement living at The Delaney at Parkway 
Lakes. Social opportunities abound with organized 
clubs, outings and transportation to make getting out 
and about easy. Boredom becomes a distant memory 
when, each month, you have an ever-changing 
calendar of activities. Do as much or as little as you 
like. Retirement is your time. Make the most of it!

Nothing to do?  
“Not enough hours in 

the day for all we want to do.”

Experience a retirement lifestyle like no other.
Call (832) 945-1800 

to arrange a personal visit.

AL Facility ID# 106971

TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com 
21700 Bellaire Blvd. | Richmond, Texas 77407
info@TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Email 
ktynews@communityimpact.com.

Susan Rovegno 
GENERAL MANAGER

srovegno@communityimpact.com

Rebecca Hennes
EDITOR
rhennes@communityimpact.com

Hello, I am Susan Rovegno and I am 
delighted to join the Katy edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper as the new 
general manager!  With the launch of our 
Bay Area edition this month, followed 
next month by our first out-of-state 
launch in Gilbert, Arizona, Community 
Impact Newspaper becomes the sec-
ond-largest print publication by circula-
tion in the U.S.. With over 2 million copies 
mailed to homes and businesses each 
month, we now rank just behind The New 
York Times, thanks to you, our readers!

As I have been out meeting you, 
the two topics that are most often on 

your minds are “Harvey recovery” and 
“growth.”  In this issue you will find a 
front-page  story that looks back on Hurri-
cane Harvey and how local first respond-
ers, city and county officials are working 
to be better prepared for the next storm. 

The safety of our children is on all of 
our minds as we go back to school this 
month. Also on the front cover you will 
see a comprehensive report on school 
safety by editor Rebecca Hennes.  Stay 
tuned for a deeper look at public and 
private education in the Katy area in our 
annual education-focused edition coming 
up in the September issue. 

During the Katy ISD board of trustees and Katy City 
Council meetings, residents are able to speak during 
public forums on a variety of topics. KISD holds 
forums only during work study meetings, while Katy 
City Council holds a public forum at every meeting.

City Council and board members are restricted 
from responding to speakers about items that are not 
on the agenda for that particular meeting. 

Public speakers at KISD meetings are encouraged 
to speak on the topics of education and district poli-
cies, curriculum and facilities. However, speakers are 
asked not to discuss concerns or complaints about 
specific individuals.  Residents interested in speak-
ing at a KISD public forum are allotted three minutes 
to address the board. Residents who are interrupted 
during their speaking time will not have time missed 
returned to them. KISD officials said any time spent 
on warning and/or instructing someone who is not 
following decorum policy, will not be returned.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

Hello from your new general manager 

How can residents speak up at school 
board and City Council meetings?
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2019S ARRIVING DAILY!
2018S MUST GO!

‘18 YUKON DENALI MSRP $73,840 - $5169 FACTORY 
REBATE - $5908 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP. 

Several 
To 

Choose!

Several To Choose!

NEW 2019 BUICK ENCORE
$5018DISCOUNT 

OFF MSRP

Several To Choose!
$12,718 SAVINGS 

OFF MSRP
‘18 ACADIA: MSRP $33,950 - $4676 FACTORY REBATE - 

$5518 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP. 

Several To Choose!

11300 1960 WESTBeckMastenNorth.com CALL: 832-937-7345
Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only...1, 3) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... $0 Due at Signing + TT&L  Due at Lease Inception (Cash or Trade). Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. 1)$15,171, 3)$18,681, 4)$11,427 Total Lease Term Payments... 2) 24 Mo. 

Closed End Lease... $0 Due at Signing (Cash or Trade). Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. 2)$6312 Total Lease Term Payments... All: advertised leases in this ad include: early termination & excessive wear & tear fees, $.25/mile over 32,500 Miles 
for additional miles, maintenance & auto insurance are customer’s responsibility, penalties and other charges will be imposed for delinquent payments. ALL) See Dealer for Details. Take Delivery by 8/30/18. Prices + TT&L. Prices Include All Applicable 

Rebates & Incentives. No Wholesalers. Only One Ad Unit Per Family.  Prices and Incentives may change after release of publication of this ad due to factory rebate changes made afterwards.

$0
DUE AT LEASE 

SIGNING

- OR LEASE 
FOR - 1

- OR LEASE FOR -
$263 /MO

2FOR 24 MONTHS

$10,194
SAVINGS OFF MSRP

$23,756OUR 
PRICE

NEW 2018 GMC SIERRA 
1500 CREW CAB

NEW 2018 GMC ACADIA NEW 2018 GMC 
YUKON 
DENALI $11,077

SAVINGS OFF MSRP

- OR LEASE FOR -
$479 /MO

3FOR 39 MONTHS
$293/Mo

FOR 39 MONTHS

OR LEASE FOR

4

‘18 1500 CREW CAB SLT: MSRP $55,985 - $6000 FACTORY 
REBATE - $6718 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP. 

$389FOR 
39 
MOS

$0
DUE AT LEASE 

SIGNING
$0

DUE AT LEASE 
SIGNING

‘19 ENVISION: MSRP $36,795 LESS 
$5018 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

$0DUE AT    
SIGNING

OUR 
PRICE

$31,777

BECK.18102.impact.COM,KATY.Aug.indd   1 8/7/2018   8:36:42 AM
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IMPACTS Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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NOW OPEN 

1  Beard Papa’s opened Aug. 18 at 23119 
Colonial Parkway, Ste. A13, Katy, at the Katy 
Asian Town. The bakery was founded in 
Osaka, Japan, and has more than 400 stores 
worldwide. The Katy location marks the fran-
chise’s first Texas location and offers made-
from-scratch custard-filled cream puffs, 
eclairs and fondant cakes. 832-913-1257. 
www.beardpapa.com

2  Epic Pho, a Vietnamese restaurant, 
opened Aug. 5 at 24811 I-10, Ste. 100, 
Katy, in the Katy Ranch Crossing shopping 
center. Menu items includes pho, egg and 
spring rolls, as well as some grilled dishes. 
346-387-6544. www.epicpho.com

3  Indian Bazaar & Cafe opened its 
restaurant and grocery store at 653 Pin Oak 
Road, Ste. A4, Katy, over the course of the 
second weekend in August. The store of-
fers delivery options and carries a variety of 
fresh fruits and vegetables, as well as roti, 
dosa, samosas, paneer and idiyappam. The 
restaurant offers a variety of Indian foods.  
713-385-2447. http://ibazaarkaty.com/ 

4  Mathnasium of Morton Ranch 
opened Aug. 6 at 22720 Morton Ranch 
Road, Ste. 140, Katy. The tutoring center 
offers after-school math programs for 
children in grades 2-12. Each student 
receives a customized learning plan and 
personalized instruction. 281-870-2440.                                                                  
www.mathnasium.com/mortonranch

5  Navy Federal Credit Union opened 
a new Katy branch at 24655 I-10, Katy, on 
June 19. The Katy branch marks the credit 
union’s fifth in the Greater Houston area 
and will serve more than 7,500 Navy Federal 
members. The branch offers members 
access to a drive-thru ATM, instant issue 
debit cards, and notary and lending services.                     
888-842-6328. www.navyfederal.org

6  The Cinco Ranch location of Quick 
Weight Loss Centers at 6920 S. Fry Road, 
Katy, opened Aug. 13.The weight loss com-
pany helps clients design nutrition plans 
that are catered to each individual or family. 
Plans are generally developed with three 
phases in mind, including quick weight 

loss, stabilization, and support and main-
tenance. Free consultations are offered to 
new clients, and the location is now hiring. 
888-336-8446. www.quickweightloss.net

7  Twin Liquors opened a new location 
Aug. 10 at The Market at Cross Creek 
Ranch. The new location at 27120 Ful-
shear Bend Drive, Fulshear, will feature a 
variety of wine, beer and spirits. The store 
features 3,500 square feet of retail and 
sampling space. Twin Liquors also provides 
a drinks catering service to its customers.                
512-222-0700. https://twinliquors.com/ 

COMING SOON

8  Cookie Cutters Haircuts for Kids 
expects to open at 5418 W. Grand Parkway 
S., Ste. A, Richmond, by August. The salon 
offers haircuts and services for children of 
all ages and children with special needs. 
The salon features a slide, TVs, games, and 
themed chairs for children. 346-717-5677.  
www.haircutsarefun.com 

9  Frankie & Darling’s will open before 
the end of the year at 27110 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd., Ste. 1300, Katy. The cookie shop will 
feature fresh cookies made from scratch as 
well as dessert bars, such as brownies and 
lemon bars. Nonalcoholic beverages, such 
as tea, coffee, milk and lemonade, will also 
be offered. Custom-designed sugar cook-
ies will also be available to order from the 
business. www.frankieanddarlings.com 

10  Goldfish Swim School is under 
construction and slated to open in October 
at 26440 FM 1093, Ste. A190, Richmond. 
The school will feature an indoor heated 
swimming pool and has certified swim in-
structors on staff. The facility will offer year-
round lessons, swim teams, family swim-
ming and private parties.   281-769-4144.                                                                              
www.goldfishswimschool.com/katy 

11  Jax Grill will open a new location 
at 9910 Gaston Road, Ste. 200, Katy, 
by early 2019. The Katy location marks 
owner and Katy resident Paul Miller’s 
third Jax Grill restaurant.  Located at the 
Stableside at Falcon Landing develop-
ment, Jax Grill will boast 4,000 square 
feet and seat 350 people. The restaurant 
will feature a patio with outdoor seating 
overlooking a community green space 
directly across from the new Union TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Call 281-398-7954
or visit us online

 www.mctkaty.com

Dr. Currie is Board Certifi ed in Internal Medicine and specializes in Gastroenterology.

William A. Currie, MD
Medical Colleagues of Texas, L.L.P.

Colonoscopy Screening • Digestive Issues • Heartburn/GERD • Liver Diseases • Ulcers
21700 Kingsland Blvd.

Suite 201
Katy, Texas  77450

New Patients Welcome
Most Insurances Accepted
El Medico Habla Español 

Feeling Good From 
The Inside Out
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FEATURED IMPACT — COMING SOON

The Union Kitchen will open a new location at 9920 Gaston Road, Ste. 100, Katy, by 
early 2019. The Katy location marks owner and Katy resident Paul Miller’s sixth Union 
Kitchen restaurant. Located at the Stableside at Falcon Landing development, The 
Union Kitchen will boast 5,000 square feet of space and seat 450 people. The restau-
rant will feature a patio with outdoor seating overlooking a community green space.                           
www.theunionkitchen.com

 COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES AND 
R. HANS MILLER

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.

Kitchen location in the same complex.                                                                             
www.jaxgrillhouston.com

CLOSINGS 

12  My Flooring America closed its loca-
tion at 22121 I-10 in Katy during late sum-
mer. The flooring supplies and installation 
store was one of five locations for the home 
improvement chain. The nearest active 
location is in Sugar Land at 3337 Hwy. 6. 
281-398-4144.  
www.myflooringamerica.com

13  Piggy Pibil announced the closing 
of its brick-and-mortar location at 4031 
FM 1463 in Katy on July 26. The restaurant 
offered tacos, taquitos and sandwiches 
cooked in the tradition of Southern Mexico 
with a marinade of sour orange and achiote 
sauces. A recording on the restaurant’s 
phone line indicates the business is 
working to continue operations from a 
permanent location for its food truck, but a 
location has not yet been identified.  
832-895-7070. www.piggypibil.com

ANNIVERSARIES

14  Katy ISD celebrated the beginning of 
its hundredth school year at an Aug. 7 cer-
emony at the Education Support Complex, 
6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy. The district held 
its first classes in the 1918-19 school year, 
according to district staff. Leslyn Jacks of 
Katy Elementary School and Amanda Sandlin 
of Tompkins High School were recognized 
as the district’s teachers of the year and 
received commemorative rings during the 
ceremony. School began for KISD students 
on  Aug. 15. 281-396-6000. www.katyisd.org

15  Momentum Katy and REI’s Co-Op 
Climb had its first anniversary at 25410 
Katy Mills Parkway, Katy, on July 29. The 
indoor climbing gym held a celebration 
carnival with other local businesses, such 
as The Cupcake Girl, Pokii Eatery and food 
trucks. Games, food and family activities 
were also available at the event. More than 
1,000 people attended the event, according 
to Momentum Katy representatives. More 
information regarding day passes, mem-
berships, party reservations and equipment 
rentals are available online. 832- 437-9091.                   
www.momentumclimbing.com

16  Tigers Martial Arts Group Cinco 
Ranch celebrated its first anniversary 
Aug. 4 at 27278 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. 
The martial arts studio hosts taekwondo 
classes for students as young as 4 years old 
up to adults. The original location is at 1717 
S. Mason Road, Katy. 281-929-8888.  
www.tigersmartialartsgroup.com

IN THE NEWS 

17  Katy Mills unveiled its new Disney 
Junior Play Zone on Aug. 10 at 5000 Katy 
Mills Circle, Katy. The new attraction fea-
tures Disney creative properties including 
“Muppet Babies” and “Puppy Dog Pals.” 
The indoor playground has activities for 
toddlers through 1-year old children. 
Adults caring for children can charge mo-
bile devices while sitting in counter seating 
provided around the play area. The mall is 
still undergoing other interior and exterior 
renovations. 281-644-5015.  
www.simon.com/mall/katy-mills

18  The Fulshear Chamber of Commerce 
changed its name to the Fulshear-Katy 
Area Chamber of Commerce on July 11. 
The chamber is located at 29818 FM 1093, 
Ste. 100, Fulshear. Chamber President Don 
McCoy said the change is to better reflect 
the chamber’s membership footprint.                  
832-600-3221.  
www.fulshearareachamber.com

19  The Katy Area Economic Develop-
ment Council will relocate from its current 
office in the former Brazos Valley Schools 
Credit Union to a new 2,200-square-foot 
office in the Grandway West Business 
Park in September, according to a press 
release. The business park is located at 
the northeast corner of Franz Road and 
the Grand Parkway. The Katy Area EDC 
currently works out of the former Brazos 
Valley Schools Credit Union at 438 FM 1463 
in Katy after it leased space from Katy ISD 
in 2017. The building houses human re-
sources operations for KISD in the majority 
of the facility, according to the release.                                       
281-396-2200. www.katyedc.org
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Bob Miles
281.797.1600

Mary Kiesewetter
713.725.0108

Linda Wade Team
281.492.5951

Expect BetterSM from your Katy neighbors!
As your neighbors, who better to tell the story 

of our community and your home.
Put our energy, enthusiasm and market expertise 

to work for you, 
getting you the results you deserve!
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YOUR HEALTH IS OUR PRIMARY CONCERN
At Memorial Hermann Medical Group (MHMG), we’re proud to care for families living in the Katy area. With so many practice 
locations to choose from, our primary care physicians and specialists are using state-of-the art technology to provide the quality 
care you need – close to home.

Use ScheduleNow to book your appointment online at 
mhmg.memorialhermann.org

PRIMARY CARE 

Convenient Care Center in Katy 
22430 Grand Corner Drive
Katy, TX 77494
281.371.1980

Firethorne
2750 FM 1463, Suite 100
Katy, TX 77494
832.658.3010

Katy - NEW LOCATION
23960 Katy Freeway, Suite 400 
Katy, TX 77494
281.644.8861

PEDIATRICS

Katy 
23960 Katy Freeway, Suite 250
Katy, TX 77494
281.644.8955

UROLOGY

Katy - NEW LOCATION 
23960 Katy Freeway, Suite 401 
Katy, TX 77494
713.830.9100

MEMORIAL HERMANN 
URGENT CARE

Fulshear
5102 FM 1463, Suite 1200
Katy, TX 77494
281.574.1104

PUBLICATION:
Community Impact - 
Katy
INSERTION:
July 2018
MATERIALS DUE:
July 2018
LATITUDE 
JOB NUMBER:  
MHH-2018 
Advertising-July  
CLIENT: 
Memorial Hermann
JOB NAME: 
MHMG Location - 
Katy (Version2-
revised copy)
LIVE:  
n/a   
SIZE: 
9.1837” x 11.25”
BLEED:  
n/a
COLORS: 
4cp; 85ls; 
SNAP
FORMAT: 
Press Ready PDFX, 
TRG Link to to Pub.   
QUESTIONS CALL: 
Pat Hartman 
@ 214-696-7913

MHMG Regional-Katy_Impact_9.1837x11.25 C.indd   1 7/8/18   5:07 PM
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IMPACTS

NOW OPEN

1  Capital Martial Arts opened in mid-
June at 21811 I-10, Ste. D111, Katy. The 
business offers instruction in taekwondo, 
hap kido, kickboxing, mixed martial arts 
and cardio kickboxing. Owner Robert 
Fausett has a background in multiple 
martial arts and was an Olympics coach 
from 2008 to 2013. 713-302-5510.                                             
www.capitalmartialarts.info 

2  Epiphany of the Lord Catholic 
School began its first school year Aug. 16 
at 1530 Norwalk Drive, Katy. The school 
will serve students from prekindergarten 
through fourth grade during its first year 
of operation and will add grades 5-8 the 
following year. Religious and academic 
education will be offered to students, and 
after-school care is available from 3-6 p.m. 

shaves, razor shaves, shampoos, lining and 
edging, eyebrow arcs, facials and specials 
for seniors and veterans. Staff at the barber 
academy are students who are learning a 
trade to take them away from challenging 
life situations, such as jail sentences or ad-
diction. Students are provided with a wage, 
education as a barber or cosmetologist, 
placement assistance upon graduation and 
are eligible for health insurance after 90 
days. 281-784-9095. www.nxtlvlbi.com 

5  Service First Automotive opened 
at 2044 S. Mason Road, Katy, on July 16. 
The automotive shop offers car repairs, 
lube services, courtesy inspections, 
state inspections and online scheduling. 
The shop is child- and pet-friendly and 
offers courtesy shuttles, iPad work-
stations and free Wi-Fi. 832-437-2287.                                                         
www.servicefirstautomotive.com 

COMING SOON 

6  Lemon Tree Family Salons is 
expected to open a location at 2211 N. 
Fry Road, Katy, by November. The New 
Jersey-based full-service, family hair 
salon will offer a full-range of professional 
services and products that include haircuts 
and styling, coloring blowouts, straight-
ening and facial waxing. 516-605-2080.                                                    
https://lemontree.com/

ANNIVERSARIES

7  The Maud Smith Marks Branch 
Library of the Harris County Public Library 
System celebrated 25 years in operation 
with a July 21 ceremony. The event includ-
ed guest speakers and discussed the histo-
ry of the library, which was built in 1993 on 
ranch land owned by the Marks family. The 
library is located at 1815 Westgreen Blvd., 
Katy. 281-492-8592. www.hcpl.net/loca-
tion/maud-smith-marks-branch-library 

8  M&G Family Dentistry celebrated 
one year of business on Aug. 19 at 2015 N. 
Mason Road, Ste. 500 in Katy. Owned by 
Drs. Rubi Marconi and Fady Guirguis, the 
practice offers general and pediatric den-
tistry, implants and Invisalign products, 
and can perform endodontic dentistry. 

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

Map not to scale N

each day. Admissions and tuition infor-
mation is available through the school’s 
website. 832-391-6500.               
https://epiphanycatholic.school/ 

3  MONA Fresh Italian Food located 
at 19355 I-10, Ste. 500, Houston, held a 
soft opening July 9. The fast-casual Italian 
restaurant offers fresh housemade pasta 
dishes that can be customized with various 
meats, dressings and seasonings. Some 
of the ingredients MONA creates dishes 
with, such as tomatoes, basil, oregano and 
other vegetables and herbs, are grown 
in the restaurant’s in-house garden. The 
restaurant also offers to-go service and 
retail dried housemade take-home pastas. 
832-321-4830. www.monaitalianfood.com 

4  Next Level Barber Institute opened 
Aug. 8 at 3815 N. Fry Road, Ste. 540, Katy. 
The barber shop offers haircuts, clipper 

832-930-7840. www.mandgdentistry.com 

9  Pappa Gyros celebrated its one-year 
anniversary of its restaurant at 23255 King-
sland Blvd., Katy. The Greek restaurant 
features Mediterranean classics, such as 
gyros, moussaka and baklava. It also offers 
regional cuisine, such as the Chicago Ital-
ian beef sandwich and the Detroit Coney 
dog. 281-574-7764. www.pappagyros.com

CLOSINGS 

10  Laikh House Gourmet Cafe closed at 
1856 Barker Cypress Road, Houston, in late 
summer. The restaurant featured sand-
wiches and brunch items. Calls and emails 
seeking an exact date and reason for the 
closure were not returned. 832-321-4562. 
www.facebook.com/laikhhousecafe

11  Mediterra Grill, located at 1230 N. 
Mason Road, Ste. 100, Katy, closed July 
18, according to a post on the restaurant’s 
Facebook page. Representatives said 
high rent made the closure necessary.                 
832-321-5552. www.mediterragrilltx.com
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 COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES AND 
R. HANS MILLER

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.
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2 NORWALK DR.

713-865-0733 | Chesmar.com
Chesmar Homes in Elyson

from the $240s

T H E  F O C U S  I S  O N  W H A T  I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  Y O U !

STARBUCKS
GIFT CARD!

Come by for a tour
 to receive a 

713-865-0733 | Chesmar.com

STARBUCKS
!

Come by for a tour
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WHEN 
DIYIS NOT COOL.

Dear Neighbors,

It’s hot outside. 

That means your air conditioner or heat pump is working extra hours to keep your home cool  
and comfortable.

And, if your air conditioner or heat pump breaks, you are not comfortable in your home until it is 
repaired or replaced. Most likely you are looking for a quick fix.

Do not be tempted to repair your air conditioner or heat pump unless you are a qualified HVAC 
technician. Air conditioners and heat pumps are complex appliances and use high levels of electricity 
and pressurized refrigerant. 

For example, changing out a potentially failed capacitor may seem like an easy job on the surface. 
But, your DIY efforts could cost you more than you ever expected. When it comes to your home’s 
central cooling system, DIY is not cool. 

This information is being provided by your neighborhood HVAC professionals.

Donald Downey
AC Man Cooling & Heating, Inc.

713-460-2653 

Troy Behrens
Air Innovations
281-830-2412 

AJ Warren, III
AJ Warren Service Company

713-466-6135

Robin Sykes
American Comfort Solutions, Inc.

281-395-2222

David Moore
Cy-Fair Mechanical

281-213-2733 

Bob Elolf
Environmental Air Systems, Inc.

713-680-3274
Karl Ferry

PayLess Services HVAC & Refrigeration 
281-741-5277

Sotero Bonilla
Popular HVAC Services

713-545-8062
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 COMPILED BY R. HANS MILLERLOCAL EVENTS

AUG. 25

Listen to classical pianist 
Zoya Shuhatovich 
Zoya Shuhatovich, a world-renowned 
pianist, performs live at The Conser-
vatory of Music at Cinco Ranch. 7-8:30 
p.m. $10. 23922 Cinco Village Center 
Blvd., Ste. 220, Katy. 832-437-4511.                         
www.cincoranchmusic.com 

AUG. 26

Rock out to live metal at 
Mad Owl Entertainment
The “Southern Conspiracy” Tour featur-
ing Crafting the Conspiracy and Blood-
lines. The bands co-headline the show. 
6 p.m.-midnight. $10. 19623 Beachy 
Court, Katy. 346-256-4646. www.face-
book.com/events/295224524359441  
COURTESY CRAFTING THE CONSPIRACY

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, business openings, 
and meetings in the months of August and September

Find more or submit Katy events at communityimpact.com/kty-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

See a list of full events at communityimpact.com/events.

AUG. 24

Practice English at Cinco 
Ranch Library  
The library hosts its conversation circle 
event for those for whom English is a 
second language.Speakers of all profi-
ciency levels are welcome. 1 p.m. Free. 
2620 Commercial Center Blvd., Katy. 
281-395-1311. www.fortbend.lib.tx.us/
branches/cr.html

AUG. 25, SEPT. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Browse, shop at the 
Saturday Farmers Market 
Farmers Market on the Grand Parkway 
happens every Saturday through the 
end of September at the Church of the 
Holy Apostles in Katy. The event features 
items, including local meats and farm 
fresh eggs.  8 a.m.-noon. Free. 1225 W. 
Grand Parkway S., Katy. 832-878-9806.

SEPT. 7

Attend a Food Truck Friday
This event features food trucks and fam-
ily-friendly entertainment. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring chairs and pic-
nic blankets. 5:30 p.m. Free plus cost of 
food. 6201 Westheimer Lakes N. Drive, 
Katy. 888-592-1894. www.facebook.
com/events/957637967720381

COURTESY FOOD PARK KATY

SEPT. 7

Participate in the 26th 
annual Katy Triathlon
This event raises money for scholarships 
for Katy-area students. The annual event 
has raised more than $300,000 for local 
high school graduates. $73-$120. Sept. 
22. 11 a.m.-7 p.m. (packet pickup), Sept. 
23. 6-11 a.m. (race). 2100 Cane Island 
Parkway, Katy. www.katytriathlon.com

SEPT. 22

Participate in the Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s
The Alzheimer’s Association: Houston & 
Southeast Texas Chapter hosts this walk-
athon to raise money to help fight Alz-
heimer’s disease. 7:30-11 a.m. Free. Do-
nations accepted. 713-314-1330. 23501 
Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. www.facebook.
com/events/339332589806679

SEPT. 8-9

Attend the Katy Fall Home 
& Garden Show
Attendees can learn about home dec-
orating trends and explore the Vintage 
Market at this annual show in down-
town Katy. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (Saturday,) 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Sunday.) $3-$7. 6301 
S. Stadium Lane, Katy. 832-392-0165.                                   
www.fallkatyhomeandgardenshow.com 

SEPT. 1

Get in a free workout  
Crossfit Annihilation hosts free 
workout sessions the first Satur-
day of each month to introduce the 
public to its programs. 8-9 a.m., 
9-10 a.m., 10-11 a.m. Free. 802 
Avenue A, Katy. 281-409-4959.                                                                
https://crossfitannihilation.com/ 

COURTESY CROSSFIT ANNIHILATION

CALL 
US TODAY!

281.392.8833
1010 Greenbusch Rd.  Katy, Texas 77494 | www.lagunapools.com

In business since 1973

Design center hours are 9:30 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Saturday

Covered Pati os | Outdoor Kitchens | Fire Pits
Fireplaces | Landscaping | Remodeling

Come visit our design center
with 9 beauti ful display pools
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1  Katy Flewellen Road from Gaston 
Road to Spring Green roundabout

The project will improve the existing two-
lane asphalt roadway to a four-lane divided 
concrete boulevard with underground 
stormwater drainage. The city of Katy is 
waiting for Fort Bend County to construct 
the Katy Flewellen Road at Gaston Road 
intersection before the city proceeds with 
the construction of Gaston Road from 
Katy Flewellen to Spring Green Boulevard, 
according to Fort Bend County Engineer 
Stacy Slawinski   A final tract for the right of 

All information on this page was updated as of  
7/26/18. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.

RECENT UPDATES

COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNESTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

way along Katy Flewellen will be acquired 
in mid-August, Slawinski said.  After the 
final tract is complete, private utility com-
panies will begin relocating their facilities, 
which include overhead electrical and 
underground communication lines.

Timeline: Construction is scheduled to 
begin in mid-2019 

Cost: $7.4 million 

Funding source: Fort Bend County

2  Cane Island Parkway extension

This project concerns a two-lane road 
under construction that will connect Cane 
Island Parkway and FM 1463 just south of 

I-10 in Katy. Officials from Fort Bend Coun-
ty said the existing curve at FM 1463 will 
be replaced with a signalized intersection. 
Slawinski said crews are still working on the 
intersection at FM 1463 as of July 26. The 
completion date has been pushed back for 
the second time from July to mid-Septem-
ber, Slawinski said. 

Timeline: July 2017-Sept. 2018 

Cost: $8.7 million 

Funding sources: Fort Bend County, city 
of Katy, Ventana Development

3  Gaston Road widening 

This widening will expand a 1.6-mile 
stretch of Gaston Road from Greenbusch 
Road south of Katy Flewellen Road. The 
existing two-lane asphalt roadway will 
be reconstructed as a four-lane divided 
concrete road with underground storm-
water drainage. According to Slawinski, 
the county has already paid for design and 
right of way acquisition. Fort Bend County 
commissioners awarded construction con-
tracts for the project to Allgood Construc-
tion Co. Inc. on June 12, and the start time 
was July 16.  

Timeline: July 2018-Aug. 20, 2019

Cost: $9.1 million

Funding source: Fort Bend County

4  Mason and Franz roads intersection 
improvements 

New northbound and southbound dual 
left-turn lanes will be installed at North 
Mason Road. The eastbound and west-
bound left-turn lanes will be extended, 
and a traffic signal has been replaced and 
is operational as of July 26, according to 
Harris County Precinct 3 Project Manager 
Paul Hawkins. Hawkins said crews are now 
working to remove old traffic poles and 
foundations and then will finish pouring 
concrete for the roadway improvements. 
Hawkins said the Harris County Con-
struction Programs Division reported the 
contractor should complete work within 
the next 2 to 3 weeks pending weather.

Timeline: February-end of August  

Cost: $950,000

Funding source: Harris County
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HOW IT WORKS

What school zone 
safety regulations 
should drivers follow? 
As the 2018-19 school year begins for 
many local schools in August, motorists 
will notice school zones back in effect 
and school buses on the road.

When driving through a school zone, 
Texas Department of Transportation  
officials urge motorists to obey reduced 
speed limits, which range from 20-35 
miles per hour. 

School zones begin at least 200 feet in 
advance of the school grounds, school 
crossings or other school activities, ac-
cording to the Texas Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices. Traffic fines usu-
ally double in school zones. Drivers using 
cellphones can face fines up to $200. 

Motorists should also mind the Texas 
School Bus Law, which mandates a driver 
must stop when near a stopped school 
bus operating a visual signal. If the road 
is divided by a left-turn or painted lane, 
drivers on both sides must stop, accord-
ing to the Texas Department of Public 
Safety. If the lanes are separated by a 
physical barrier or median, only drivers 
traveling the same direction need to stop.
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Because  
hurting your 

arm shouldn’t 
cost an arm 
and a leg. From headaches and sore throats to x-rays and lab work, and everything in  

between, get the care you need quick and easy at Next Level Urgent Care.

Cinco Ranch 
Open 7am-9pm, 7 days a week

10705 Spring Green Blvd Suite 600
Katy, TX 77494

Katy 
Open 9am-9pm, 7 days a week

1420 Katy Fort Bend Road
Katy, TX 77493

nextlevelurgentcare.com

NXTLV-0179 Community Impact KATY Ad_JULY 9.1837x2.6875.indd   1 6/21/18   2:16 PM
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Construction is still ongoing on the inside lane of the traf-
fic circle and the exit streets that are being widened.

Spring Green roundabout project partially opens  

BY R. HANS MILLER

Traffic has begun flowing through the Spring 
Green Boulevard roundabout located where the 
roadway intersects with Cinco Trace Drive, Katy 
Flewellen Road and Crossover Road just south of 
Katy’s city limits, Fort Bend County Commissioner 
Andy Meyers said. 

The traffic circle opened partially to those travel-
ling on Spring Green Boulevard in early July.

“What I’m trying to do is at least connect Spring 
Green [Boulevard] north and south because that 
was always missing in the middle,” Meyers said. 
“So, we weren’t able to essentially connect [FM] 
1093 to [I-10] until we got the roundabout done.”

Meyers said construction will continue in the 
area for the next 12-18 months as improvements 
to Katy Flewellen Road, Cinco Trace Drive and the 
project to connect the remaining lanes of Spring 
Green Boulevard are completed. Roads exiting the 
roundabout are still under construction.

Commuters can access the roundabout from all 
of the roads, but only one entry and one exit lane 
are open from each of the five roads. The inner 
lane of the traffic circle itself is also still closed, but 

traffic is flowing through the intersection. 
Stacy Slawinski, Fort Bend County assistant 

engineer, said the total cost for the project is about 
$4.4 million, including the cost of the rights of way 
associated with the roundabout and right of way to 
the connecting roads.

An exact number for the cost of the right of way 
has not been finalized as of July 25, Meyers said.

Meyers said the idea for the roundabout devel-
oped as the county was looking at how to connect 
I-10 and FM 1093 more efficiently. The intersection 
now under construction had been a choke point 
for traffic. Prior to the roundabout, the roads feed-
ing into the intersection came in at odd angles and 
made right-of-way unclear. 

“When we started looking at how do you config-
ure five roads coming in, that’s how we came up 
with, ‘Let’s start looking at a roundabout,’” Meyers 
said.  

Meyers said using the traffic circle will take 
some getting used to for local drivers who are more 
accustomed to simple 90-degree intersections. The 
entries to the roundabout will not be perpendicu-
lar to the roadway but come in at angles to allow 
traffic flow, he said. 

“People [are] trying to get the hang of it,” Meyers 
said. “People are catching on, though. [They have] 
to go around the circle [to the right] to turn left.”

TRANSPORTATION

Newly opened traffic circle will facilitate 
traffic flow between I-10 and FM 1093

Construction still underway

YLanes under construction Yield sign
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One lane from each road at the Spring Green 
roundabout is open to enter and exit the traffic circle. 
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21751 Cimarron Parkway, Katy, TX 77450
(832) 321-4704 • theavalon-katy.com

Where we treat you like family
Brand new

Locally Owned
Pets Welcome

Centrally located in South Katy

A  5 5 +  A PA R T M E N T  C O M M U N I T Y

10
99
TOLL

S. Mason Rd.

Cimarron Pkwy.

The Avalon Apartments

GREAT SUMMER 
SPECIALS

ONE MONTH 
FREE

With a 12 mo. lease. 
Contract must be signed 

by 9/30/18. Call 
o�  ce for details.

LOCAL. NO CONTRACT.
PEST CONTROL COMPANY.

INITIAL SERVICE
AND/OR INITIAL
MOSQUITO
TREATMENT

$20 
OFF 

Keeping Homes and Businesses Pest Free Since 1983

ASK ABOUT OUR MOSQUITO TREATMENTS

281.395.3900
frontierexterminating.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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Friendswood
18980 Gulf Freeway
281-286-9911

VISIT US ONLINE AT 

www.egamishfurniture.com

Friendswood
VISIT US ONLINE AT 
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F R E E F R E E C U S TO MW H I T E  G L O V E
D E L I V E R Y

L I F E T I M E  S T R U C T U R A L 
WA R R A N T Y

B U I L D  T I M E  I S
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Officials say one tunnel could be built under I-10 in West Houston 

Flood Control District eyes large deep 
diameter tunnels for flood mitigation

BY REBECCA HENNES

The Harris County Flood Control 
District is eyeing a new drainage tool 
that could significantly help with 
flood mitigation during major storm 
events. Officials from the district 
said they have identified nine routes 
for smaller tunnels throughout the 
Greater Houston area that could con-
nect to one large deep diameter tunnel 
that would run 23.5 miles under I-10 
from Hwy. 6 to the Houston Ship 
Channel. 

Large deep diameter tunnels are 
not new drainage projects to the U.S.; 
they have been used in states like 
Ohio, South Carolina and in Texas at 
the San Antonio River Walk, according 
to HCFCD Chief Operations Officer 
Matthew Zeve. 

“One is right underneath the San 
Antonio River Walk, and it was the first 
one of its kind in Texas,” Zeve said. 

The purpose of the large deep diam-
eter tunnels is to efficiently move large 
volumes of stormwater in the case of 
a major storm event, Zeve said. The 
tunnels cost billions of dollars and 
would take years to build, but they 
could significantly help with drainage 
throughout the region, he said. 

Plans for preliminary and geotech-
nical engineering services to construct 
the I-10 tunnel were included on the 
list of HCFCD projects for the $2.5 bil-
lion bond voters decided on Aug. 25, 
but the district has already taken steps 
toward the project. 

Harris County Commissioners Court 
approved the HCFCD’s request for a 

$400,000 grant application to the 
U.S. Economic Development Admin-
istration that will help fund a feasi-
bility study of the tunnel. Zeve said 
he hopes to hear back from the EDA 
about approving the grant within the 
next month. 

“We are fairly certain that because 
tunnels have been built in other 
places that have similar geology to 
Harris County, we feel like the fea-
sibility study will come back with a 
positive answer,” Zeve said. 

Zeve said the probability of the 
tunnel being constructed depends 
on the EDA’s decision to approve 
the grant for the feasibility study 
and the results of the bond election. 
Funding from the bond would be 
used to help fund additional geo-
technical and preliminary engi-
neering services for the tunnel and 
tunnel routes. Bond results could 
not be included as of press time.                                                

‘AN EMERGENCY OUTLET’

One area where the tunnel could 
help with flooding includes Katy. Zeve 
said smaller tunnels that connect to 
the main tunnel could provide a sec-
ondary outfall leading into the Barker 
and Addicks reservoirs.  

“A large diameter deep tunnel 
could provide an emergency outlet 
for major, major storm events so that 
the reservoirs, when they fill up … 
they don’t fill up into the flood pool 
areas where there are homes,” Zeve 
said, referencing the homes near the 
Barker Reservoir that flooded during 

Hurricane Harvey. 
Zeve stressed the project that 

was approved in the list of finalized 
projects for the $2.5 billion bond is 
not to construct any one tunnel, only 
to fund the investigation and prelimi-
narily engineering services for several 
large diameter tunnels throughout the 
region. He estimated the one I-10 tun-
nel could cost upward of $2 billion. 

The HCFCD is in discussions with 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to secure hazard mitigation 
grant funding through a specific 
Section 406 program that would help 
fund the project, Zeve said. 

“This [Hazard Mitigation Grant Sec-
tion 406] is the program that funds the 
humongous projects,” Zeve said. 

Zeve said while $2 billion for one 
tunnel may sound like a lot to resi-
dents, the damage Hurricane Harvey 
inflicted on the region was upward of 
$100 billion.

“Compared to Hurricane Harvey, the 
tunnels are actually cheap,” Zeve said. 
“It’s all about perspective.” 

After a feasibility study is 

conducted, Zeve said the next step 
would be to conduct more preliminary 
engineering work and decide where 
the tunnels would connect to avoid 
areas where the district would have to 
obtain right of way. 

“A lot of tunnels are built under-
neath major roadways because road 
right of way is public right of way,” 
Zeve said. “So that would be the next 
big effort is to figure out those routes.” 

If the I-10 tunnel becomes a reality, 
Zeve said the project could take up 
to 15 years to complete depending 
on studies, funding and resources. 
The portion of the tunnel that would 
connect to the Barker and Addicks 
reservoirs could take up to five years, 
he said. 

“The beauty of the tunnel con-
struction is it’s actually minimally 
disruptive to the public, which means 
we don’t have to shut down roads, we 
don’t have to divert traffic, we don’t 
have a lot of noise,” Zeve said. “We 
don’t have all those things that people 
are used to seeing in big construction 
projects.”  

ENVIRONMENT

The large deep diameter tunnel located under the San 
Antonio River Walk was one of the first of its kind in Texas. 
Flood Control District officials said a potential route for a 
similar tunnel that would follow the San Antonio 
model would run under I-10 from Hwy. 6 to 
the Houston Ship Channel. 

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT, SAN ANTONIO RIVER AUTHORITY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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When facing breast cancer, where you go first matters. If you are newly diagnosed or suspect you have breast cancer,
make MD Anderson Cancer Center your first choice. Our highly specialized breast cancer experts have seen

and treated every type of breast cancer, so you receive the right treatment plan right from the start. 
Choose MD Anderson �rst. Call 1-855-894-0146 or visit MDAndersonBreastCare.com.

Jenee Bobbora  |   Cancer Survivor

Ranked one of the top cancer 
centers in the nation for 29 years 
by U.S. News & World Report.
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“Breast cancer, I went straight to the experts”
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R-Katy, is also working on 
his own ETJ bill that would 
achieve a similar outcome to 
the Fort Bend County-focused 
bill but would affect residents 
living in unincorporated Har-
ris County and Houston’s ETJ. 

“All it does is say that if an 
area that is in the ETJ of a big 
city has another city closer 
to it that is willing to adopt it 
and annex it, that the bigger 
city lets the area go so that it 
could become part of a city,” 
Schofield said. 

Schofield said Katy is a 
perfect example for this legis-
lation to help residents since 
some residents who reside in 
Houston’s ETJ and unincor-
porated Harris County with a 
Katy address can be denied 
access to city services.

“The city’s reach shouldn’t 
exceed their grasp,” Schofield 
said. They exist to serve their 
residents, not to get money 
from people farther and far-
ther away from the city who 
will never benefit from the 
city services.”  

Schofield said his bill 

would apply to Houston by 
referring to it as the “releas-
ing municipality, defined 
as a municipality with a 
population of 1.8 million or 
more.” This means if passed, 
Schofield’s bill could affect 
up to 2 million people within 
Houston’s far-reaching ETJ. 

“But that’s just in the bill,” 
Schofield said. “[Another state 
representative gets in the bill] 
and somebody could take 
that out and say, ‘This should 
apply to everybody [state-
wide].’” 

Officials from the Texas 
Municipal League said it 
could not comment on pend-
ing legislation regarding TML 
member cities. Officials from 
the city of Houston’s Planning 
and Development Department 
also declined to comment. 
Officials from Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett’s office 
also declined to comment.              

REDEFINING CITY LIMITS

Schofield said he is work-
ing on a second bill that 
challenges the current status 

GOVERNMENT

quo of how far a city’s ETJ 
can extend. Current state law 
allows cities to extend its city 
limits 5 miles out at a time 
from its boundaries. 

Schofield’s bill would chal-
lenge this by requiring cities 
to measure their limits from 
where they actually provide 
services, not from where the 
boundaries extend. Houston’s 
city limits extend down to the 
Barker Reservoir in Katy, but 
the closest area where services 
are provided is on the east side 
of Hwy. 6, Meyers said. 

 “At some point we have 
to say that the city is big 
enough,” Schofield said. 

Schofield said he plans 
on speaking with Miller and 
Meyers to discuss combining 
bills. 

“Sometimes it’s good to 
have two versions of similar 
bills so that if one doesn’t get 
up the hill the other one can, 
other times it’s better to just 
have one bullet, and we will 
work that out and see what is 
best for the property owners 
of Texas,” he said. 

BY REBECCA HENNES

Several local state represen-
tatives are working to push 
similar bills during the next 
legislative session in January 
2019 that could potentially 
affect hundreds of thousands 
of Greater Houston-area 
residents. 

One piece of legislation Fort 
Bend County Commissioner 
Andy Meyers has backed 
would allow residents living 
in Houston’s extraterritorial 
jurisdiction—an unincorpo-
rated area of land beyond a 
city’s limits—and unincor-
porated Fort Bend County to 
vote themselves out of the 
area and be annexed into an 
adjoining city like Katy, stay 
wholly unincorporated or 
create a new city. 

Meyers said the bill he is 
working on with state Rep. 
Rick Miller, R-Sugar Land, 
who has agreed to sponsor 
the bill in the next session, 
is a locally focused bill that 
would affect only Fort Bend 

County residents. 
According to Meyers, large 

cities like Houston with an 
ETJ that extends far into 
neighboring suburbs have 
regulatory power and can 
impose taxes there, yet those 
residents have no say in city 
government. They cannot vote 
for the Houston mayor or City 

Council members. 
“You are taking away their 

voice from the standpoint 
that their elected body [Fort 
Bend County Commission-
ers Court] can be overruled 
by an unelected body [the 
city of Houston],” Meyers 
said. “That’s un-American, 
un-Texan; it’s just not right.”

Meyers said the taxes that 
are imposed on these areas 
translate to sales taxes from 
retail establishments that 
are possible through lim-
ited purpose annexations. 
According to the Texas Local 
Government Code, a limited 
purpose annexation occurs 
when a city extends reg-
ulations in regard to land 
development and in exchange 
provides limited services 
and collects sales tax. Local 
state representatives said this 
can be seen with LaCenterra 
in Katy—sales tax from the 
businesses there go to the city 
of Houston, not Katy.

“In addition to levying a tax 
on the retail establishments, 
they could actually levy a tax 
on the resident’s phone bill, 
their internet connection, 
DirecTV, their internet pur-
chases,” Meyers said. 

Meyers said the question 
raised of whether this issue is 
the same as the idea of no tax-
ation without representation 
is his whole issue and why he 
wants the bill to be passed. 

“The assumption [of no tax-
ation without representation] 
is that the only taxes that are 
going to be levied would be 
levied by an entity that is sub-
ject to the vote of the resident 
voters,” Meyers said. “But, 
[the city of Houston] kind of 
gets around it by allowing 
these strategic partnership 
agreements and allowing the 
cities to quote ‘exercise their 
limited authority in an unin-
corporated area.’” 

State Rep. Mike Schofield, 

Local officials discuss potentially combining ETJ bills 

Katy state representative: ETJ bill 
could affect 1.8 million residents 

WHO WOULD THE  
ETJ BILLS AFFECT? 
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Legislation that local state representatives hope to pass in the next 
session would affect Katy residents who live in unincorporated 
Fort Bend County and Houston’s extraterritorial jurisdiction, and 
residents who live in unincorporated Harris County and the ETJ. 
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“YOU ARE TAKING AWAY 
THEIR VOICE FROM 
THE STANDPOINT THAT 
THEIR ELECTED BODY 
[FORT BEND COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 
COURT] CAN BE 
OVERRULED BY AN 
UNELECTED BODY [THE 
CITY OF HOUSTON]. 
THAT’S UN-AMERICAN, 
UN-TEXAN; IT’S JUST 
NOT RIGHT.”

— ANDY MEYERS, FORT BEND COUNTY 
PRECINCT 3 COMMISSIONER

AREAS AFFECTED

N

WHAT’S AN ETJ?

WHY BE CONCERNED?
Residents living in 
Houston’s ETJ cannot vote 
in city elections, but the 
city has the power to tax 
those residents.

A ETJ is an unincorporated 
area outside a city’s limits 
that it can annex.

SOURCES: CITY OF KATY, CITY OF HOUSTON, FORT BEND COUNTY, HARRIS COUNTY / COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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the west side of the property 
will be built and sold by 
Rubicon. Combined, the retail 
space in the development 
will add up to about 15,000 
square feet.

A Montessori school has 
purchased a 1.48-acre plot of 
land on the south side of the 
development and a 15,000- 
square-foot building will be 
built there for a new school, 
Gallagher said.

Gallagher said iShine Car 
Wash has purchased a 1.4-
acre tract of land and will 
be installing a drive-thru car 
wash at the development. 

Two additional tracks bor-
dering Peek Road will be sold 
as-is at 1.76 and 2.01 acres in 
size, Gallagher said.
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Shops of Katy Trails shopping center to 
finish construction by end of fall 2018

New Class A medical facility to break ground by early 2019

Rubicon Realty Group is 
developing a 10-acre prop-
erty at the southwest corner 
of the intersection of Clay 
and Peek roads, said Inna 
Gallagher, a principal with 
Rubicon Realty. The Shops of 
Katy Trails is under construc-
tion, and portions of it are 
expected to be complete by 
December of this year. 

“We took 10 acres and split 
it into six tracts of different 
sizes,” Gallagher said. 

The six tracts will be devel-
oped, and all but the one will 
be sold, she said. 

“There’s going to be a 
10,000-square-foot retail cen-
ter, and we’re going to build 
that ourselves,” Gallagher 
said. 

Snowflake Donuts and a 
dentist have already leased 
space in that retail center, 
which Rubicon will maintain 
ownership of. Two 7,500- 
square-foot retail spaces on 

Houston developer 
Wile Interests in late July 
announced plans to develop 
a 70,000-square-foot Class A 
medical facility called Medi-
cal Plaza West, according to 
a press release from CBRE, 
the property management 
company for the facility. 

“The development is 
expected to break ground 
in the first quarter of 2019, 
which will be perfect 
timing to accommodate the 

ever-growing demand and 
population growth of the 
Katy area,” CBRE Vice Pres-
ident Brandy Bellow Spinks 
said in the release. “Medical 
Plaza West is designed to 
accommodate specialized 
users, such as ambulatory 
surgery centers, radiation 
oncology and imaging.” 

No completion date for 
construction has been set. 
No major tenants have 
signed leases as of late July, 

COMPILED BY R. HANS MILLERDEVELOPMENT

KFB Plaza Inc. to build 
two new strip centers 

KFB Plaza Inc. will begin construc-
tion on new strip centers at 1165 and 
1185 Katy Fort Bend Road in Katy by 
mid-August, Commercial Realty Com-
pany President Fred Ash said. Commer-
cial Realty Company is handling the 
preleasing for the property prior to its 
completion. 

Ash said the property will fea-
ture an 8,000-square-foot and a 

CBRE officials said. 
The facility will be located 

at the Katy Green mixed-use 
development directly across 
I-10 from Texas Medical 
Center West, making access 
to supplemntary care easy, 
according to the release.  

The number of jobs the 
facility will bring to the Katy 
area is still undetermined 
and is dependent on the 
medical companies that sign 
leases, CBRE officials said. 

10,000-square-foot building just north 
of I-10 at the southwest corner of the 
intersection of Katy Fort Bend Road 
and Fifth Street. 

The new strip centers will be 
designed to cater to a variety of 
businesses, including fast-food and 
sit-down restaurants, coffee shops and 
medical offices, Ash said. 

Ray Golshan, a manager at KFB 
Plaza, said the development should be 
complete by the first quarter of 2019.

Ash said suites will be available in 
a range of sizes from 1,000 to 10,000 

square feet. Commercial Realty 
Company said the new facility will be 
within a mile of about 8,500 residents. 
About 21,500 vehicles per day pass 
near the facility, including those on 
nearby I-10, according to the company.
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Medical Plaza West will be located at Katy Green across from Texas Medical Center West, off I-10. 

KFB Plaza Inc. will begin construction on two new strip centers by mid-August. 

N

CLAY RD.

N

99
TOLL

10

B
A

K
E

R
 R

D
.

10

K
ATY

 FO
R

T B
E

N
D

 R
D

.

AFFORDABLE 
TREATMENT
ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION
& MALE ENHANCEMENT
  • Drug-free
  • Needle-free
  • Surgery-free

Call 281-519-7826 today for a free consultation!
16000 Park Ten Place, Suite 802, Houston TX  77084
completemalesolutions.com

Contact me for all your Real Estate needs!

LINDA LEIBY
281-610-8644

23922 Cinco Village 
 Center Blvd #123

Katy, TX 77494

281-610-8644

©2016 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes 
and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.  

If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Linda.Leiby@garygreene.com 
www.LindaLeiby.com 

One-Eighth Advert_Linda Leiby.indd   1 2/15/2016   1:45:38 PM



Katy edition • August 2018 17

MEETINGS

Katy ISD
Meets the third and fourth Monday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. The next 
meeting is on Aug. 27. 
Board Room, Education Support 
Complex,
6301 S. Stadium Lane
Katy • 281-396-6000
www.katyisd.org

Trustees approve Fielder design plans, several security upgrades 

Katy ISD OKs 6-foot-high security 
fencing on 42 district campuses 

Katy ISD’s proposed tax rate 
remains steady from last 4 years

 KATY ISD    As part of the disrict’s 
2017 bond, Katy ISD trustees 
unanimously approved design 
plans for renovations at Fielder 
Elementary School that include 
measures to increase security 
and student safety at the July 23 
board meeting. 

“I think the great point that 
the focus of this was really 
about safety and security for 
kids, upgrading the facilities to 
current Katy standards … and 
also just giving the new school 
a new facelift inside and out,” 
Stantec senior associate Scott 
Klaus said at the July 16 work 
study meeting. Stantec is the 
architecture firm responsible for 
the renovations.

Security upgrades featured 
in the design plans include 
centralizing administration 
offices, upgrading the existing-
school entrance vestibule with 
an air-lock version and con-
structing bollards to protect the 
new entrance, which will feature 

KATY ISD    The Katy ISD board of trustees unani-
mously approved a $1.6 million contract to install 
6-foot-high security fencing at 42 campuses the dis-
trict said will increase security at a July 23 meeting.

KISD officials said the fencing will be installed 
to secure playground areas and access to portable 
buildings at elementary school campuses and to 
secure access to portable buildings at secondary 
level campuses.

The fencing is being funded by the district’s 2017 
bond, and other campuses not included in the list 
already have security fencing in place or are in the 
process of having fencing installed as part of the 
2017 bond, officials said. Installation of the fencing 
is scheduled to be completed by Dec. 31, 2018.

KATY ISD    Katy ISD held a public hearing on the 
proposed tax rate and budget for the 2018-19 school 
year Aug 20. According to meeting documents, the 
district’s proposed tax rate will remain the same. 

The proposed rate includes a maintenance and oper-
ations tax rate of $1.1466 and an interest and sinking 
tax rate of $0.3700 for a total tax rate of $1.5166 per 
$100 valuation. In a budget update to trustees July 
23, KISD Chief Financial Officer Christopher Smith 
told trustees it will cost the district $17.9 million 
to educate the 2.9 percent increase of students the 
district will see in the 2018-19 school year. 

The final tax rate will be adopted Sept. 24. 

Katy ISD COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNESEDUCATION NOTES

Aside from the security upgrades, design plans for the school include a modernized entrance and new activity areas. 
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large-scale glass doors, accord-
ing to design renderings.

“Currently when you come into 
the existing school, there is some 
technology to allow the person 
at the reception desk to be able 
to see through cameras who is 
entering the school, but it’s not 
an ideal scenario,” Klaus said.

Stantec representatives said 
they will continue to meet with 
KISD’s police chief to discuss 
implementing other security 
upgrades, which Parul Vyas, 
senior project manager for 
Stantec, said also includes lam-
inated bulletproof casing for the 
entrance vestibule.

“We met with the security 
team this morning, and some 
of the key aspects we discussed 
was using laminated bulletproof 
casing,” Vyas said at the July 
16 work study meeting. “We are 
going to have several meetings 
with the chief in getting it [secu-
rity measures] figured out so that 
everybody is comfortable.”

Other upgrades to the design 
plan include introducing new 
activity areas and improvements 
to special education. Klaus said 
construction phasing is still 
being worked out to not disrupt 
students and school activity.

Lisa Kassman, KISD’s execu-
tive director of facilities planning 
and construction, said other 
schools with similar floor plans 
are expected to follow the same 
model in the case of future reno-
vations.

Construction on the renova-
tion is expected to be completed 
by fall 2019.
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MEETINGS

Katy City Council: Meets the second and 
fourth Monday of the month at 6:30. The 
next scheduled meeting is Aug. 27.  
City Council Chambers, 910 Ave. C, Katy 
281-391-4800 • www.cityofkaty.com

Fort Bend County Commissioners Court: 
Meets 1 p.m. the first, second, and fourth 
Tuesday of the month. Its next scheduled 
meetings are Aug. 28 and Sept. 11.                 
501 Jackson St., Richmond 
281-342-3411 • www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Harris County Commissioners Court: 
Meets at 10 a.m. on Aug. 28 and Sept. 11.  
1001 Preston Ave., Ste. 938, Houston 
713-755-5000 • www.harriscountytx.gov

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_kty

CITY & COUNTY

Fort Bend commissioners propose slight increase in drainage district tax rate

Harris County commissioners formally approve final flood bond project list 

FORT BEND COUNTY   Fort Bend 
County commissioners unanimously 
proposed a slight increase in the 
county drainage district property tax 
and a slight decrease in the overall 
Fort Bend County tax rate at an Aug. 7 
regular meeting.

“It’s pretty obvious that we need 
a little more revenue in the drain-
age district budget to deal with 
what [Hurricane] Harvey left us this 
time last year,” Fort Bend County 
Judge Robert Hebert said during the 
meeting. “This slight adjustment 
will provide those funds for the 

local maintenance work that has to 
be done on the existing drainage 
system.”

The proposed drainage district 
tax rate of $0.019 per $100 valuation 
would be an increase from last year’s 
approved rate of $0.016 per $100 
valuation. The county’s proposed 
overall tax rate is $0.445 per $100 val-
uation—a slight decrease from $0.453 
per $100 valuation. 

However, despite the decreased 
rate, the county will see an increase 
in property tax revenues because 
home values have increased, Hebert 

said.
The county has consecutively low-

ered its tax rate each year beginning 
in 2014.

Public hearings for the drainage 
district tax rate and overall tax rate 
will be held 5:30 p.m Aug. 29 and 1 
p.m Sept. 4. 

Public hearings for the proposed 
fiscal year 2018-19 budget will be held 
at 5:30 p.m Sept. 10 and 1 p.m. Sept. 
11.  

All hearings will take place at the 
Fort Bend County Courthouse, 401 
Jackson St., Richmond. 

HARRIS COUNTY   Harris County Com-
missioners Court on Aug. 14 approved 
the final list of projects in the $2.5 
billion flood bond referendum that 
will go before voters Aug. 25.

Early voting on the measure began 
Aug. 8 and continues until Aug. 21.

Although commissioners did not 
discuss the projects, Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett said afterward the 
county plans to tackle all of the items 
on the list in the next 10-15 years.

“The money has to be used on flood 
control projects, but we’re careful not 
to prioritize in any way because we 
want to do them as soon as they’re 
available,” Emmett said. “It probably 
adds up to more than $2.5 [billion], 
so we’ll have to make sure that over 
the years, we work through that entire 
list.”

The project list, developed by Harris 
County Flood Control District over the 
summer with input from residents in 
each of the county’s 23 watersheds, 
includes items, such as right of way 

acquisition, drainage improvements 
and work to improve water flow along 
creeks and other waterways.

Emmett said the county is not lim-
ited to using bond money to address 
the projects on the list, and if revenue 
becomes avail-
able from other 
sources, it can 
also be used to 
make the needed 
improvements.

“We just have 
to do it; we don’t 
have to use the 
bond,” Emmett 
said. “It’s a ques-
tion of how the 
county commis-
sioners choose 
to budget over a 
10-15 year period. The $2.5 [billion] 
takes care of the vast majority of it.”

Katy-area projects included in the 
bond call for a federal study for mod-
ifications to the Barker and Addicks 

reservoirs. 
Among other business on the 

agenda, commissioners approved 
placement of a memorial marker pro-
duced by the Equal Justice Initiative’s 
National Memorial for Peace and Jus-

tice acknowledg-
ing four instances 
of racial violence 
in Harris County.

The markers 
would be simi-
lar to the large 
metal monuments 
installed at the 
national memorial 
in Montgomery, 
Alabama, and they 
would be placed 
at a location in the 
county, Precinct 1 

Commissioner Rodney Ellis said.
A representative of the Harris County 

Community Remembrance Project 
spoke at the meeting to describe the 
purpose of the memorials.

“This will allow Harris County to 
commemorate and acknowledge that 
there have been at least four instances      
of racially motivated lynching that 
occurred in Harris County between 
Reconstruction and World War II,” she 
said.

A location for the memorials has not 
yet been determined, Ellis said.
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TA X  TRE NDS
Fort Bend County has reduced its tax rate by 
0.01976 and the Drainage District’s rate by 
0.006 per $100 valuation since 2014. 

SOURCE: FORT BEND COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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“THE MONEY HAS TO BE USED 
ON FLOOD CONTROL PROJECTS, 
BUT WE’RE CAREFUL NOT 
TO PRIORITIZE IN ANY WAY 
BECAUSE WE WANT TO DO 
THEM AS SOON AS THEY’RE 
AVAILABLE. IT PROBABLY 
ADDS UP TO MORE THAN $2.5 
[BILLION], SO WE’LL HAVE TO 
MAKE SURE THAT OVER THE 
YEARS, WE WORK THROUGH 
THAT ENTIRE LIST.”

 -HARRIS COUNTY JUDGE ED EMMETT

535 E. Fernhurst, Ste. 205, Katy, TX 77450 · yourbestbodytoday.com · 832-919-7932
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Improvements will be made to 
several streets in Katy: 

• Clemson Street will be resurfaced at 
a cost of about $41,000.

• Fifth Street will be resurfaced 
between East Avenue and Katy Fort 
Bend Road for $10,000.

• Bartlett Road will be resurfaced from 
Buffalo Bend Drive south toward 
Whistler Drive for about $66,000.

• Pin Oak Road will have a right turn 
only lane added at the intersection of 
Nelson Way Street with adjustments 
to curbs and islands for $14,000.

• Tenth Street will receive Americans 
with Disabilities Act compliant 
sidewalks, crosswalks, ditch clearing 
along the street and inlets will be 
added to the existing storm sewer 
that runs along that street for 
$43,000.

Fulshear City Council approves zoning change to 
allow development at Syms Street and FM 1093

Katy City Council gives OK to start street projects

Katy-area projects included in finalized project list 
for Harris County’s $2.5 billion bond nears $450M

Drainage guidelines could set city-wide standard 
if approved by Katy City Council at future meeting

FULSHEAR  Fulshear City Council 
met jointly with the city’s Planning 
and Zoning Commission on Aug. 9 
and approved a zoning change that 
will allow for a 4.99-acre tract of land 
located at the northeastern corner FM 
1093 and Syms Street to be changed 
from a downtown district to a com-
mercial use zone.

Four council members voted in 
favor of the measure and four voted 
against it. Lisa Kettler Martin and 
John Kelly voted against the measure.

Mayor Pro Tem Kaye Kahlich said 
she had spoken with residents.

 “I haven’t heard anything from any-
one who lives right near this property 
being concerned about it,” she said. 

Anderson Smith, a partner at Capi-
tal Retail Properties, the developer of 
the site, said the zoning change was 
necessary to ensure the site could be 
viable for the company as new retail 
tenants were considered.

“Right now, if we went in for certain 
uses, we would have to get a special 
permit for every single tenant going in 
there,” Smith said.

Diagrams provided by the city 
indicate the site will have more than 

25,000 square feet of retail space and 
a 1-acre detention pond located on the 
north side of the property

Getting city approval for the 
development, including the zoning 
change, has been difficult, Smith 
said. He estimated that he had met 
with city representatives about 15 
times for this change. Requests for 
exemptions to the downtown district 
requirements, which are written 
to preserve the feel of downtown 
Fulshear, would be burdensome and 
impractical, he said.

Martin said she voted against the 
amendment because she felt the 
developer’s intentions could be done 
without changing zoning for the 
location. She said the city’s zoning 
ordinances could be examined to see 
if they needed updating. 

KATY  The Katy City Council unan-
imously approved several street 
improvement projects as part of the 
2018 Street Rehabilitation Project at 
its July 23 meeting. The first approval 
allows the city to enter into a $373,175 
contract with AAA Asphalt Paving 
Inc., based in Houston, to improve 
several streets in the city, while the 
second approved a stop sign to help 
control traffic while a contractor 
transforms a portion of Bartlett Road 
into a green space.

Katy Mayor Chuck Brawner said no 
start date has been set for the con-
tract and subsequent projects, but the 
city will be working with the contrac-
tor to determine start dates now that 
the contract is executed.

Council Member Janet Corte said 
she was especially excited to see the 
improvements to 10th Street move 
forward because children walk along 
and cross Avenue D at 10th Street to 
get to Katy Elementary School. The 
improvements to 10th Street will span 
from Avenue D to Whispering Lake 
and make students safer as they walk 
to school, she said.

The city also approved an ordi-
nance that allows for the addition 
of a stop sign at the intersection of 

Bartlett and Franz roads. The new 
sign will be in place for the duration 
of a project that removes a portion 
of Bartlett Road to construct a green 
space. 

Harris said the added green space 
was in response to feedback from 
residents before and during the most 
recent City Council elections.

“[The area] will be turned into 
essentially a green belt,” Harris said.  

KATY   After nearly three months 
of community meetings, the Harris 
County Flood District on Aug. 6 
released its finalized list of flood con-
trol projects for the $2.5 billion bond 
referendum that voters will decide on 
Aug. 25. The total cost of the finalized 
projects that concern the Katy area 
in the Barker and Addicks reservoir 
watersheds total $449.84 million, 
according to HCFCD documents.

The updated list of finalized 
projects includes 38 projects that 
were added as a result of community 
meetings. No new community input 
projects were added to the Addicks 
or Barker reservoir areas.

Of the finalized projects for the 
Addicks Reservoir watershed, seven 
projects totaling $126 million would 
be funded solely with local money 
if the bond referendum is passed, 
according to HCFCD documents. 
Eight more proposed partnership 

projects totaling $163.7 million would 
be funded through the HCFCD and 
the federal government, according to 
HCFCD documents.

Officials said some of the most crit-
ical projects included in both reser-
voirs are funding for a $750,000 fea-
sibility study required by Congress 
and the Army Corps of Engineers for 
any modification to the Addicks and 
Barker reservoirs, and $30 million to 
desilt the 17 channels that lead into 
each reservoir. Two more projects for 
the Addicks Reservoir include $83.7 
million for multiple subdivision 
drainage improvement projects and 
$30.8 million for storm repairs.

All of the previous proposed proj-
ects were kept in the finalized list for 
the Barker Reservoir and finalized 
projects include $2.3 million in storm 
repairs throughout the reservoir 
and various subdivision drainage 
improvements that total $33 million. 

KATY   The Katy Planning and Zoning 
Commission held a public hearing 
Aug. 14 to provide residents with an 
opportunity to weigh in on whether 
the city should adopt standards for 
new construction in flood plains set 
forth by Harris County in 2016.

“Just to kind of button it up and 
make sure everybody’s on the same 
regulatory field,” said Stephen Wilcox 
of Costello Inc., the engineering firm 
hired by the city to help develop its 
drainage plan.

Harris County has used these stan-
dards since 2016, he said. Roughly 
one third of the city, the part within 
Harris County, is under that standard. 
The portions of the city in Fort Bend 
and Waller counties only have to 
meet the city’s current lower stan-
dard. This change, if approved by City 
Council, will set a citywide standard.

Wilcox said the new require-
ments would increase the minimum 

detention rate for subdivision devel-
opment from 0.45 acre-feet per acre to 
0.55 acre-feet per acre.

The addition of these drainage 
standards, once approved, will help 
protect the city from future floods as 
the areas north of town continue to 
develop. 

City Engineer David Leyendecker 
said the city would manage the 
enforcement of the standards.

Leyendecker added that only a 
few areas of land large enough to be 
affected are still available within the 
city’s jurisdiction; therefore the work 
would not cause an undue burden for 
the city.

Katy City Council will hold its own 
public meeting on the measure at 
6:30 p.m. Aug. 27 at Katy City Hall, 
901 Avenue C. 

The council would need to adopt 
the standards prior to them becoming 
effective. 
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FIND OUT IF
SURGICAL WEIGHT LOSS
IS RIGHT FOR YOU
Get information you need to start your 
weight-loss journey.

Houston Methodist West’s experts, including bariatric surgeons, counselors, 
nurses and an exercise physiologist, will ensure you receive the exceptional and 
personalized care needed to achieve long-term success.

Dr. Laura Choi offers individualized plans designed to help you achieve your 
specifi c goal, whether you want to improve your quality of life or drastically change 
your life with surgical weight loss.

Houston Methodist West
18500 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77094

Laura Choi, MD
Bariatric Surgeon

Friday, Sept. 7
Noon – 1 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 21 
Noon – 1 p.m.

Registration is required.
Visit houstonmethodist.org/events or call 832.667.5673. 

A� end one of our free information sessions:
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P   atsy McCray and her husband Alex have been 
running Patsy’s Pet Market on Mason Road 

since September 2015. The pet store offers specialty 
pet foods, grooming services, educational work-
shops and pet toys and treats. 

Patsy said her main goal as a business owner is to 
help pet lovers with the knowledge that comes from 
working more than 20 years in the pet industry.

“I’ve learned a lot about animal behavior,” Patsy 
said. “I’m not a dog trainer, but I know a lot of tips 
and tricks on how to relate to a pet.”  

Over her career Patsy has had access to expert 
advice from Hollywood pet trainers through her late 
brother, stunt director Sonny Tipton. With that back-
ground she has been able to speak with professional 
pet trainers such as Cesar Millan, known for his 
show, “The Dog Whisperer with Cesar Millan.”

The McCray’s share their knowledge through regu-
lar workshops at Patsy’s Pet Market. The community 
is welcome to come and participate in the workshops, 

which are usually free and help owners learn how to 
better care for and interact with their pets.

Much of the McCray’s time at the shop goes toward 
helping pet owners with the day-to-day problems 
pets have. They and their staff work with pet owners 
who need advice on choosing the correct food or 
improving their furry family members’ manners.

Food choice can be a challenge for pet owners, 
especially for those who have cats. Cats’ digestive 
systems can be very sensitive, Patsy said. Choos-
ing the right food is important because it affects 
so much of a pet’s health. About 30 percent of the 
store’s business comes from cat owners.

“Cats have a little bit more specific dietary needs,” 
Patsy said. “I could be called a crazy cat lady. I’ll 
admit it, and half my staff is definitely in the crazy 
cat lady and cat dude options.”

The store sources as much of its products from 
local vendors as it can, Alex said. By working with 
local businesses, Patsy’s Pet Market can support the 

BY R. HANS MILLER

Patsy and Alex McCray have run Patsy’s 
Pet Market on Mason Road in Katy since 
September 2015. 

Patsy’s Pet Market

1644 S. Mason Road, Katy

832-437-0401

www.patsyspetmarket.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Patsy’s Pet Market
Katy couple educates customers on how to raise healthy pets

HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR.
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community and provide fun treats for animals, he said. 
Local partners include Doggy Express and Brothers 
Barkery, both of which produce locally-prepared pet 
treats.

The educational component of their business is 
important to Patsy and Alex. The store just finished a 
course that included instruction on reading a pet food 
label and avoiding lower-quality ingredients such as 
corn gluten and others which can affect a pet’s health if 
they have sensitive stomachs.

Both Patsy and Alex said they want the store to be a 
resource for pet owners. If an animal is having minor 
behavioral issues or food allergies, staff at Patsy’s Pet 
Market will work with them to solve the problem.

“Come in, tell us what the issues are with your pet, 
and we’ll help you,” Alex said.

WOOF TIME
Patsy’s Pet Market offers a variety of free 
events year-round.

Aug. 26 What’s in your dog bowl? 
workshop, 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (drop in)

Aug. 31 Bark & Wine, 5 - 7 p.m. 

Sept. 1 Patsy’s Annual Watermelon 
Eating Contest, 11 a.m. -1 p.m.

Sept. 7 Bark & Wine, 5 - 7 p.m.

Sept. 14 Bark & Wine, 5 - 7 p.m. 

Sept. 15 Patsy’s Ice Cream & Pool Party, 
11 a.m. -1 p.m.

Sept. 21 Bark & Wine, 5 - 7 p.m.

Sept. 30 Patsy’s Dog Walking Clinic,        
9 -10 a.m.

Sept. 30 “What’s in your dog bowl?” 
workshop 10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (drop in)

RESIDENTIAL |  LUXURY HOMES |  COMMERCIAL |  ACREAGE |  LEASING 

CALL US TODAY AT
Katy O�  ce
281-220-2100

Fulshear O�  ce
281-220-2150

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATEDVISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

CELEBRATING

20 YEARS IN KATY!

22762 WESTHEIMER PKWY., SUITE 430 
KATY, TEXAS, 77450

6630 FM-1463, SUITE A500
FULSHEAR, TEXAS  77441

SERVING TWO LOCATIONS 
NEAR YOU:
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The Cane Island Welcome Center is located at 2100 Cane Island Parkway in Katy. 
We are open seven days a week. 281-725-6555

H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  $ 2 6 0 s  –  M I D  $ 1 M s

EVERYONE AT CANE ISLAND HAS THEIR THING. Check out 

caneisland.com  to learn more about this one-of-a-kind community. What’s your thing? to learn more about this one-of-a-kind community. What’s your thing?

INTRODUCING GARAGES OF TEXAS KATY
LUXURY GARAGE SUITES YOU OWN!       1435 FM 1463, KATY, TX 77494

PLANO • DALLAS • ALLEN • ROANOKE • FRISCO • CARROLLTON • SAN ANTONIO • AUSTIN • HOUSTON • LEWISVILLE

(888) 988-8049              WWW.GARAGESOFTEXAS.COM
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Dishes to try

       Roko Sampler ($32.99)
The Roko Sampler lets diners try a little bit 
of everything, including smoked sirloin, 
sweet and spicy sausages, fried pork, a 
quarter chicken and three sides. A variety 
of dips are also offered.

The Heart Attack  
($8.99-$10.99)
The Heart Attack features a bowl of waffle 
fries topped with smoked sirloin, chopped 
chicken and fried pork or sausage, covered 
in bacon with a sweet and tangy barbecue 
sauce drizzled with cilantro cream sauce.

DINING FEATURE

G  isael Gomez and his brothers Gustavo and 
Caesar opened Roko Grill hoping they would 

be able to bring a taste of their home country to 
Katy. The restaurant features a fusion of Venezuelan 
flavors with Texas barbecue and burgers. 

Gisael said he and his brothers developed a love 
for cooking at a young age, and it was a duty they 
often enjoyed at family gatherings.

“We were always the ones that would cook for 
everybody,” Gisael said. “We never went to a chef 
institute ... but we always knew how to cook.”

The menu features a variety of barbecue classics 
smoked over a wood fire with Venezuelan season-
ings. Dishes include sweet or spicy sausage, burgers, 
and tequenos, Venezuelan-style fried cheese sticks. 

Gisael moved to the Katy area in 2012 to work in 
the energy sector, and his brothers eventually fol-
lowed, he said. The three had celebrated a tradition 
of cooking Venezuelan barbecue using fresh wood 

with plenty of smoke to add flavor. One of the first 
things they tried to do was figure out a business that 
would allow them to work together with their family.

“We decided to give it a try, and my father helped 
[us by] investing in the business,” Gisael said.

That is where the idea for the name “Roko Grill” 
came from, he said. After working on the menu for 
about six months before opening last August, they 
decided to name the restaurant in honor of their 
father, Julio Gomez, whose nickname is “Morocco.” 

The brothers do hope to expand, Gisael said, 
but for now they want to focus on fine-tuning the 
current location. Upcoming additions include new 
burger options and gluten-free hamburger buns, 
Gisael said.

Gisael said his father sometimes visits from Vene-
zuela, where he still lives, to show support. 

 “I would say we are not working here; we’re just 
having fun with family,” Gisael said. 

Roko Grill
Brothers infuse Texas barbecue with Venezuelan flavor palette 

Roko Grill

406 W. Grand Park-
way S., Ste. 340

281-665-3369

www.rokogrill.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu.11 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.- Sat. 11 a.m.-10 
p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
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BY R. HANS MILLER

Gisael Gomez (center, orange hat) and his brothers 
Gustavo (left, gray hat) and Caesar (holding girl) run Roko 
Grill as a family business honoring their father, Julio.
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”Multiple Offers within the fi rst 48 
hours. Home sold fast and with the 
greatest of ease.”        •-Zach Mears
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Leaving Your Employer? 
Understand Your 401(k) Options.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for 
your 401(k), including leaving the money in 
your former employer’s plan, moving it to  
your new employer’s plan, rolling it over to 
an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or 
cashing out the account subject to tax  
consequences.

To learn more, call or visit your financial 
advisor today.
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Leaving Your Employer? 
Understand Your 401(k) Options.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for 
your 401(k), including leaving the money in 
your former employer’s plan, moving it to  
your new employer’s plan, rolling it over to 
an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or 
cashing out the account subject to tax  
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To learn more, call or visit your financial 
advisor today.  

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 
401(k), including leaving the money in your former 
employer’s plan, moving it to your new employer’s 
plan, rolling it over to an Individual Retirement  
Account (IRA) or cashing out the account subject to 
tax consequences.

To learn more, call or visit your financial advisor today.

Leaving Your Employer? 
Understand Your 401(k) Options
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End of Summer 
Burger Bash! 

Come visit out community and build 
your own burger and fries.

  September 18 | 4:30-6:00

OUR MISSION IS TO
Love and Serve You and Yours

Assisted Living and Memory CareAssisted Living and Memory CareAssisted Living and Memory Care
Established in 1977

Colonial Oaks at Katy • 21601 Provincial Blvd. Katy, TX 77450 • License #103010 • 281- 578-2222 • www.colonialoaks.org

1  IN 58 CHILDREN ARE DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM.

spectrumofhope.com | 281-894-1423

Serving Houston’s Autism 
Community Since 2004

2017

FROM DIAGNOSIS TO ADULTHOOD APPLY ONLINE
• Applied Behavior Analysis

• Skills & Behavior Assessments

• Comprehensive Treatment Programs

• Intensive Feeding Clinic

• Complete In-take Online

Now hiring Behavior Technicians to provide 
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
therapy to individuals with autism

11820 Cypress Corner Lane 
Houston, TX 77065
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A   fter restaurant owner Colburn McClelland 
opened Willy Burger off Highway Boulevard—

his first restaurant concept in Katy—he said he 
realized something: The Greater Katy area did not 
have the quality pizza he was looking for.

“I just knew that Crown Pizza delivered a product 
that wasn’t here in the market. There were plenty 
of pizza options, but Crown Pizza makes a better 
pizza,” McClelland said. “I just knew that it would 
be accepted here, so we wanted to bring this prod-
uct to old Katy.”

Crown Pizza’s opening on June 20 marked McClel-
land’s fourth brick-and-mortar restaurant. He said 
pizza is all about three things: the oven, dough and 
tomatoes. 

The restaurant’s oven, built in Naples, Italy, 
weighs 8,000 pounds and burns at 900 degrees. 
They also import 00 Caputo flour—which is the 
highest quality flour one can buy, according to 
McClelland—San Marzano tomatoes, cheeses and 
breads from across the world.

McClelland said the pizzeria’s claims to fames are 
the quality of its pizza and the variety of options 

offered. He specifically recognized the BBQ Yard 
Bird Pizza, Chee-burger Chee-burger Pizza, Creole 
pizza and most importantly the Margherita pizza.

“People who know pizza know you judge a piz-
zeria by the quality of their margherita pie because 
that’s a traditional pizza over in Italy,” McClelland 
said. “We’ve had many folks come in who say if they 
close their eyes and just tasted the pizza they could 
not tell whether they were sitting in Italy or here. 
That’s a real compliment to me.”

McClelland said he does not expect to expand 
Crown Pizza soon. He said Crown Pizza’s greatness, 
both in quality of food and quality of staff, is what 
makes his restaurant successful.

“Everybody’s pulling the plow in the same direc-
tion. We’re all on the same team; we know exactly 
where we’re headed and why we’re headed that 
way,” McClelland said. “We don’t try to be every-
thing to everybody. We have a very narrow and deep 
menu, and I have found that by keeping your menu 
limited but being great at what you do, people will 
come for that greatness.”

BY KARA MCINTYRE

1: Crown Pizza made its debut in Katy on June 20.               
2: The Italian Stallion Pizza ($14.95) includes mozzarella 
and ricotta cheese, hand-rolled meatballs, pepperoni 
and cherry peppers. 3: The BBQ Yard Bird Pizza ($13.95) 
is made with housemade BBQ sauce, grilled chicken 
breast and crispy onion straws. 4:  The Margherita Pizza 
($9.95) is the restaurant’s top-selling pizza. 

Crown Pizza

6191 Hwy. Blvd.,  
Ste. 302, Katy

281-391-0112

Hours: Sun.-Sat.           
11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Crown Pizza
Local restaurant owner expands brand from burgers to pizza
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Get to know a newly-opened business.

HWY BLVD.

McKaskle Family Dentistry welcomes 
you and your family members to our 
dental practice. At our office, your oral 
health and comfort are our first priority. 
With more than a decade of experience 
treating families in the Katy area, McKaskle 
Family Dentistry cares for their patients 
as they do their own families. Make an 
appointment today! 

1437 FM 1463 
Suite 200
Katy, TX 77494

10

Kingsland Blvd.FM
 1

46
3

WEST KATY

www.smilekaty.com 281-599-8003

We love seeing new smiles!
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heritagetexas.com

CLARANN MCCOY
713.882.3600

MARTHA CLARK &  
GARY GRIGGS TEAM

832.256.6118

RITA DONNELLY
832.236.4762

CHRISTINE DUNCAN
713.882.0990

JULIE PICKETT
713.444.7099

JANICE IRELAND 
SALES MANAGER

TARA McMEANS 
832.523.0650

KELLY CHAMBERLAIN
281.633.1669

KATY OFFICE
28818 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Suite 140 | Katy, Texas 77494 

281.574.0900

heritagetexas.com

1

2

3

24915 Falling Water Estates Ln.1.

27627 Enclave Cove Ct.2.

21402 Dolan Fall Ln.3. $420,000

$489,000

$1,000,000
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O    n the one-year anniversary of 
Hurricane Harvey, a local 

community group is offering residents 
a chance to reflect on the event and 
promote recovery through art. 

Fort Bend Recovers…With Creativity 
is a branch of Fort Bend Recovers, the 
county-sanctioned recovery group to 
help residents of Fort Bend County 
recover from disasters such as Harvey. 

The group will present a free art 
show from noon-2 p.m. Aug. 25 at 
Sugar Land’s Constellation Field enti-
tled “The Harvey Experience.” Amy 
Harkins, a psychologist with Easter 
Seals Greater Houston and a volunteer 
with Fort Bend Recovers, said the art 
display is intended to help residents of 
Fort Bend County as well as neigh-
boring counties heal mentally and 
emotionally from Harvey, which some 
families are still struggling with.

“[Research] shows you can change 
your stress indicators biologically by 
writing about your feelings,” Harkins 
said. “We started with the idea of a 
writing project and then quickly asked 
the question— ‘Well, couldn’t other 
forms of art be just as healing?’—and 
the answer is yes.”

Fort Bend County residents could 
submit artwork of any kind, including 
performance art, quilts, paintings, 

sculptures and others prior to Aug. 1 
for consideration to be included.

“It’s wonderful to invite a Fort Bend 
County resident directly impacted 
by Harvey to share their experience 
in whatever creative work of art they 
would like to submit, whether it’s a 
Harvey quilt or rap song,” event co-or-
ganizer Kathy Renfrow said. 

Sarah Beth Baca, a Fort Bend artist 
participating in the exhibition, said 
she had seen how important art is for 
healing after the storm. Her home did 
not flood, but relatives stayed with her 
family during the storm. 

“When I heard that Fort Bend 
Recovers was putting this project 
together, I was thankful and excited 
to see our community have a visible 
way to process through all we went 
through collectively and as individu-
als,” Baca said. 

Exhibition goers will also be able to 
participate in the project by making 
artwork on-site. 

Kalette Alspaugh, owner of Beau-
tiful Feet Studio in Richmond and a 
volunteer with Fort Bend Recovers… 
With Creativity said there will be 
painting projects and multimedia craft 
projects for children 5 years or older 
to participate with using the theme 
“building bridges.”

Fort Bend Recovers… 
With Creativity
Local artists use creativity to heal after Harvey

BY R. HANS MILLER

Exhibit at Constellation Field

1 Stadium Dr., Sugar Land 

Noon-2 p.m. Aug. 25

www.fortbendrecovers.org/with-creativity/ 

IMPERIAL 
BLVD.

STADIUM 
DR.

ULRICH ST.

90
6
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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Drawing by Mercedes Juarez

Fifteen-year-old Mercedes Juarez 
produced this piece of two hands 
clasping. Juarez’s mother, Christina 
Juarez, said the artwork shows that 
when people come together they 
can have an effect on children, the 
community and society as a whole.

‘SHALOM’ by Sarah Beth Baca  
Acrylic and thread on canvas with prayer

Baca created this piece and an 
accompanying prayer, which will be 
included in “The Harvey Experience.”

St. John’s United Church of 
Christ pew

The congregation at St. John’s will display 
this pew, which was used to store Harvey 
relief supplies after the storm.

SNEAK PEEK ART SHOW PIECES

Sarah Beth Baca is one of many Fort Bend artists with work in the The Harvey Experience.

Purchases Home EquityRefinance• •

FCCU.org/HomeLoans
281.856.9057

NMLS# 217251

• FHA • Jumbo 

Financing for the way you want to live.
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*This offer is available only to buyers signing a new home sales contract in Bridgeland with participating builders from 8/1/18 through 10/31/18. The offer may provide up to $10,000 off the price of the home, design center upgrades, or closing costs on eligible purchases. 
The actual incentive may vary by builder. Offer is comprised of a homebuyer incentive of varying amounts based on the lot size of qualifying new homes on the following lot sizes: 50’ or smaller will receive $6,000; 55’ to 65’ will receive $8,000; and 70’ or larger will 

receive $10,000. Some restrictions may apply. No substitutions will be permitted. A registration form must be completed at the time of contract. Sales contracts not written between 8/1/18 and 10/31/18 will not qualify.  Homes must close on or before 
12/31/19. Homes within Bridgeland are constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with Bridgeland Development, LP (BD) or The Howard Hughes Corporation (HHC) or any of their affiliated companies or partnerships. Neither BD, nor HHC, nor any of 
their affiliated companies or partnerships, guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and specifications subject to change.  

New homes from the $240s to $1 million+

when you buy a new home
Up to $10,000*

Aug. 1 - Oct. 31

There’s always something 
new in Bridgeland.

Relax in the lazy river, coming soon to the community.

H I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U N

Fly�
H I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U NH I S T O R Y  •  FA M I LY  •  F U N

TRAIN RESERVATIONS
512.402.3830 • AustinSteamTrain.org

When that whistle sounds, memories are being made in Cedar Park, Texas! 
We offer year-round train rides through the Texas Hill Country with vintage 
train cars built as far back as the 1930s. Whether you’re looking for a family 
outing to unplug or a girls’ night out to unwind, we can’t wait to have you on 
board. Come see where Texans make new memories. All aboard!

Make it a weekend  
of fun in Cedar Park!
CedarParkFun.com

HURRY
LIMITED TIME OFFER!HURRYHURRY
LIMITED TIME OFFER!

$2000
TOWARD UPGRADES ON 
YOUR NEW CHESMAR HOME 
IN LAKES OF BELLA TERRA 
LUNA BELLA 
AND JORDAN RANCH.*

*Coupon must be presented at time of contract. Limited time promotion subject to change without notice.  See New Home 
Consultant for details. Offer valid in specifi ed communities only and may not be combined with any other offer.

Lakes of Bella Terra Luna Bella* 
from the $340s

12107 Orzano Lane 
Richmond, TX 77406

832.222.2777

Jordan Ranch*
from the $250s 

30726 Sonora Ridge
Brookshire, TX 77423 

832.920.4005

CHESMAR.COM
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It can be difficult to tell the difference between allergies and a cold, but this 
guide can show you how common symptoms can differ between the two.

GUIDE

SEASONAL

SEASONAL

ALLERGY
ALLERGENS

COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFF

DESIGNED BY MIRANDA BAKER

Seasonal allergies can be caused by small particles of dust, pollen, 
mold or other allergens entering your body as you breathe. Allergy 
symptoms and causes can vary, so it is important to know which 
symptoms to watch for, what you are allergic to and which med-
icines can help ease your symptoms. Use this guide to help you 
learn more about common Houston area  allergens, symptoms and 
over-the-counter treatment options. 

Most trees pollinate in the spring, but the Houston area also has ragweed, 
which pollinates in the fall.

These over-the-counter 
treatments are common for 
allergy symptoms. Always 
ask your doctor before 
trying a new medication.

SOURCES: CENTRAL TEXAS ALLERGY & ASTHMA CENTER, TEXAN ALLERGY & SINUS CENTER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

HighLow

Grasses

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Ragweed Oak PecanMold  
spores

Pollen level

YES NO

ALLERGY
TREATMENTS

If your symptoms are severe, always visit a doctor who can determine the cause and begin treatment.

Do you have aches 
and pains?

Do you have itchy, 
watery eyes?

Have the symptoms 
lasted longer than  
10 days?

Do you have  
a fever?

Antihistamines:  
Allegra, Claritin, Zyrtec

Helpful for itchy eyes and 
nose, sneezing, runny nose 

and nasal drainage

Prescription 
treatments:

Allergists can recommend 
prescription treatments 

including certain medications 
and allergy shots 

Saline sinus rinses:
Rinses mucus, pollen, dust 

and mold from the nose and 
clears sinuses

Nasal steroids:  
Flonase, Nasacort, Rhinocort

Sprays to relieve nasal 
congestion

Discomfort in muscles and 
joints could be a sign of a cold.

You are probably experiencing 
either a cold or the flu.

It may be allergies, which 
can last as long as the 
allergen is in the area.

This is a common indicator  
of allergies.

Allergies do not usually  
cause aches.

Allergies do not usually cause 
a fever. 

Colds usually come on and 
leave quickly. They typically do 
not last longer than 10 days.

A cold may cause watery, red 
and irritated eyes, but itchiness 
is a symptom of allergies.

VS. COLDALLERGY
SYMPTOMS

INSIDE INFORMATION

Have the 
Adventure 
of Your Life 
in Act 3
Saturday 9/29/18

Church of the Holy Apostle
1225 W. Grand Pkwy South 
Katy, TX

Improve the quality
& longevity of your life
emotionally & physically.

Register for an 
       Adventure!
Register for an 
       Adventure!

BoomersRebounding.com
Registration ends 9/22/18
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We have proven to provide the best care for 
seniors in Katy. Call to schedule your tour today!

(281) 394-0628

1520 Katy Gap Rd, Katy, TX         legacyatfalconpoint.com         ALF #106069

Independent livingAssisted Living Memory Care
DENTAL IMPLANTS • PINHOLE • LANAP

LASER TREATMENT • EXTRACTIONS

New smile in ONE DAY

Dr. Syed Khalid, DDS
Dr. Tareq Beck, DDS M.S

11451 Katy Freeway, Ste. 105 • 713-465-8239
www.houstonlanap.com

10
Katy Fwy.

Ki
rk

w
oo

d
 R

d
.

Pachester 
Dr.

Britoak Ln.

SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT TODAY!

New Patient Special

FREE EXAM
Expires in 30 days.
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Houston TranStar

I   nside the Houston TranStar building, a collaboration 
of teams with the city of Houston, Harris County, the 

Texas Department of Transportation and the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County monitor 
transportation throughout the Greater Houston area. 

An Emergency Operations Center is also located on-
site, headed by the Harris County Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Management.

With cameras placed along roadways throughout the 
county, officials look for accidents, heavy debris, slow 
traffic and other incidents, providing alerts on social 
media to keep drivers updated. Traffic data is entered by 
hand into the system, EOC Manager Misty Gunn said.

1  Houston TranStar’s offices, located on Katy Road 
in Houston, house a variety of transportation entities 
as well as an Emergency Operations Center operated 
by the Harris County Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management.

2  Traffic equipment like traffic lights are often 
replaced and housed in the facility or kept as souvenirs 
by employees.

3  The lobby of the Houston TranStar building hosts a 
wall of screens featuring camera footage of several major 
highways, fleet maps for buses, road status indicators 
and news channels.

4  The Emergency Operations Center is used to monitor 
all areas of Harris County for danger, emergency weather 
events and other emergencies. This is where officials 
convened during Hurricane Harvey to dispatch aid.

21

COMPILED BY CHEVALL PRYCE
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Houston TranStar

6922 Katy Road, Houston

713-881-3000

www.houstontranstar.org

KATY RD.
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Agency works with partners to 
monitor regional traffic flow

September 29th -November 25th

Discount Tickets at TexRenFest.com
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City Acre Brewing
Specialties: German-style 
beers, Ales

Notable beers: Hitchcock Blonde, 
Skull Creek Kolsch

Happy hour: Mon., Wed., Fri.  
4-7 p.m., Thu. all day

Price range: $3.75-$5.50 

3418 Topping St., Houston 
832-377-0237 
www.cityacrebrewing.com

4J Brewing  
Company

Specialties: Ales

Notable beers: Blonde, Amber, Pale 
Ale, Stout

Price range: $5 

348 Cedar Post Lane, Houston 
713-678-0776 
www.4jbrewingcompany.com

11 Below Brewing  

Specialties: India pale ales

Notable beers: Hipster Sauce IPA, 
Negative Space Milk Stout 
Happy hour: Thu.-Fri. 5-9 p.m.,  
Sat.-Sun. noon-6 p.m.

Price range: $10-$15

6820 Bourgeois Road, Houston 
281-444-2337 
www.11belowbrewing.com

Buffalo Bayou  
Brewing Co.

Specialties: IPAs, Adjunct brews

Notable beers: Crush City IPA, More 
Cowbell Double IPA,  
Happy hour: Fri. 5-9 p.m.,  
Sat. noon-3 p.m.

Price range: $2-$10 

5301 Nolda St., Houston  
713-750-9795  
www.buffbrew.com

1

Sigma Brewing  
Company

Specialties: Ales, IPAs, Sour Fruit beers

Notable beers:  Medina Sod, 
Intermezzo

Price range: $5-$7 

3118 Harrisburg Blvd., Ste. 108, Houston 
 346-352-3190 
 www.sigmabrewingcompany.com

16

Texas Leaguer 
Brewing Company

Specialties: Blonde Ale, Belgian Ale, 
Bock Lager, IPA

Notable beers: Knuckle Bock, 2 
Hopper, Airmail Blonde, 6-4-3 

Price range: $4-$5

13503 Pike Road, Ste. 100, Missouri City 
832-895-9000 
www.txleaguer.com

17

2

6 7

Karbach  
Brewing Co.

Specialties: Ales, IPAs

Notable beers: Hopadillo, KR&D, 
Barrel age series

Happy hour: Mon.-Fri. 3-6 p.m.

Price range: $5-$8

2032 Karbach St., Houston 
713-680-8886 
www.karbachbrewing.com

13

20

COMPILED BY RENEE YAN • DESIGNED BY TESSA HOEFLE

Texas is a hub for breweries, and the Greater Houston area is home to a growing list of 
craft brewers. Find new favorites in this noncomprehensive local brewery guide.

In 2016, the craft brewing industry contributed $67.8 billion to the U.S. economy  

and provided more than 456,000 full-time equivalent jobs.

SOURCE: BREWERS ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Town in City Brewing 
Company

Specialties: classic styles of beer

Notable beers: Chipped Tooth, 
Uncommon Cowboy, Texas Lager

Happy hour: Wed.-Fri.: 3-6 p.m., Sun.: 
All day

Price range: $3-$6

1125 W. Cavalcade St., Houston 
832-834-7151 
www.townincitybrewing.com

18

Ingenious Brewing 
Company

Specialties: rotating selection, beer 
made to ice cream consistency

Notable beers: Froyo Milkshake-
style IPA, Super Smarty Fruit Series

Price range: $4-$8

1986 S. Houston Ave., Humble 
832-412-2142 
www.ingeniousbeer.com

12

Under the Radar 
Brewery

Specialties: Bocks, IPAs

Notable beers: Raspberry Love, 
Midtown Bock

Happy hour: Wed. 4-10 p.m., Fri. 4-7 
p.m.

Price range: $5-$10

1506 Truxillo St., Houston 
281-974-1473 
www.undertheradarbrewery.com

19

No Label  
Brewing Co.

Specialties: Ales

Notable beers: El Hefe Hefeweizen, 
1980 Kolsch, Squeeze & Twist IPA, 
Ridgeback Amber

Price range: $4-$6

5351 First St., Katy 
 281-693-7545 
 www.nolabelbrew.com

14 Platypus  
Brewing

Specialties: Ales, IPAs, Sours

Notable beers: Bobby Dazzler,  
The Ranga

Happy hour: Fri. 4-7 p.m. 

Price range: $5-$5.50

1902 Washington Ave.,  
Ste. E, Houston 
832-742-5503 
www.platypusbrewing.com

15
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BEERhopping

Did you know?

Vallensons  
Brewing Company

Specialties: Ales, Wheats, Ambers, 
IPAs, Stouts, Porters

Notable beers: New England IPA, 
West Coast IPA, DIPA, Imperial Amber, 
Oatmeal Stout, Mexican Pale Ale

Price range: $5-$7

4081 Rice Drier Road, Pearland 
281-617-7537 
www.vallensons.com
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Baileson  
Brewing Co. 

Specialties: Ales

Notable beers: Parliament American 
Pale Ale, Honey Nugget, Masinghorn 
IPA, Modern Mo’tralaxy, Structural 
Stout, Stone Temple Porter

Price range: $3.50-$6

2322 Bissonnet St., Houston 
832-516-9828 
www.facebook.com/bailesonbrewing

Eureka Heights  
Brew Co

Specialties: Ales, IPAs, Stouts

Notable beers: Buckle Bunny, Mini 
Boss, Moo Caliente

Price range: $5-$10

941 W. 18th St., Houston 
832-953-4677 
www.eurekaheights.com

Braman Winery  
& Brewery

Specialties: Ales, IPAs, Stouts, 
Lagers, Wines

Notable beers: Running Walker  
Pale Ale

Price range: $5-$15 

3421 FM 359, Richmond 
281-762-1375 
www.bramanbrands.com

5

Great Heights 
Brewing Company

Specialties: IPAs

Notable beers: Fruity Pellets,  
Lager-ish Kolsch

Happy hour: Fri. 3-7 p.m.

Price range: $5-$6

938 Wakefield Drive, Houston 
281-220-6900 
www.greatheightsbrewing.com

10

3

8 Fulbrook  
Ale Works

Specialties: Ales, IPAs,  
Stouts, Lagers

Notable beers: Frag Out

Price range: $15 for 3 beers

1125 FM 359, Richmond 
832-974-0620 
www.fulbrookaleworks.com

9

Bakfish Brewing 
Company

Specialties: Ales, Lagers, IPAs, Stouts

Notable beers: All Y’all, Defying 
Gravity, I Tell You Wit, Cheap 
Sunglasses

Happy hour: Mon.-Thu. 3-5 p.m.

Price range: $4-$7

1231 E. Broadway St., Pearland 
281-993-8658 
www.bakfishbrewing.com

4

In 2016, Texas ranked 8th 

for craft beer production with 

1,156,536 barrels 

produced per year.
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Holler Brewing 
Company

Specialties: constantly rotating 
selection

Notable beers:  
Dollar Pils Y’all, ESB 

Price range: $3-$15

2206 Edwards St., Ste. A, Houston 
832-781-0555 
www.hollerbeer.com

11

The number of 

breweries in Texas 

grew from 59 in 2011 

to 251 in 2017. 

Did you know?
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*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Expires 9/30/2018.  
Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions. Learn more at shelfgenie.com

Schedule your free design consultation

(281) 916-6409   

Simplify your kitchen with custom pull-out  
shelves for your existing cabinets.

EASY ACCESS MEANS EASY LIVING.

FIRST 100 SALES:  50% OFF INSTALLATION*
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The federal government has passed three supplemental 
appropriations bills since hurricanes Harvey, Maria and 
Irma hit the U.S. gulf coast and Puerto Rico. 

FEDERAL FUNDING
DISASTER AID

H.R. 2266
$36.5B total

Provides funding for fl ood 
mitigation projects in the 

Greater Houston area. 
Directs U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to expedite 

projects and studies

FEMA Disaster 
Relief Fund $18.7B

The Katy area saw damage to much of the local 
transportation and drainage infrastructure during fl ooding 
caused by Hurricane Harvey.  

SOURCES: OFFICE OF U.S. REPRESENTATIVE MICHAEL MCCAUL, HARRIS COUNTY, 
FORT BEND COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

OCT. 26SEPT. 8 FEB. 9 JUNE 8

2018

HUD CDBG-DR 
$28B

FEMA Disaster 
Relief Fund $23.5B

U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers $17.4B

FEMA Disaster 
Relief Fund $7.4B

Housing and Urban Dev. 
CDBG-DR Funds $7.4B

H.R. 601
$15.3B total

Local governments begin 
tracking data regarding 

emergency expenditures.

State agency 
reviews recovery plan 
and grant applications.

Funds are approved, 
clarifi cation is sought 
or funds are denied.

Funds are distributed, if 
approved, and returned 
to local budgets as 
appropriate.

President declares 
natural disaster, 
which activates 
possibility for federal 
reimbursement.

2 3

Congress 
passes supplemental 

appropriations to pay 
for disaster operations.

4

9

7 8FUNNELING 
DOWN THE 

FUNDS

For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

Community Development 
Block Grant - Disaster 
Recovery (CDBG-DR)

More than $5 billion in C DBG-
DR funding has been given to 
Texas. The Texas General Land 
Offi ce is managing the funds.

HELPING OUT THE 
HOUSTON AREA

SOURCE: TEXAS GENERAL LAND OFFICE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

TOTAL STATEWIDE 
(including Houston and 
Harris County) $5B

FORT BEND COUNTY

$19M approved
• 5 housing projects
• Applications with General 

Land Offi ce pending

HARRIS COUNTY

$1.12B

• Funds still managed by General 
Land Offi ce in an oversight role

• Separate from the $2.5 B bond 
package proposed by Harris Co.

NMap not to scale

SOURCES: FORT BEND COUNTY, CITY OF KATY, HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 
DISTRICT, ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Fort Bend 
County and the 
Arm y Corps of 
Engineers are 
evaluating what 
upgrades and 
repairs need to be 
made to Barker 
Reservoir. 
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REPAIR & 
PREPARE

Mills because the Avenue D 
station fl ooded during Harvey, 
KFD Chief Russell Wilson said. 

Both Hevey and Wilson 
said fi rst responders have also 
received water rescue training.  

Additionally, Jason Albert, 
deputy chief with Fort Bend 
County Emergency Medical 
Services, said Fort Bend County 
EMS acquired space at the 
county’s Sienna Annex in Mis-
souri City. This provides space 
for administrative staff  to track 
expenses and frees up station 
space during disasters.

FINDING THE MONEY

County and city authorities 
are concerned about disaster 
preparedness as well. Federal 
and state offi  cials are working 
to get reimbursements to local 
municipalities for emergency 
operations related to Harvey. 

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul, 
R-Tomball,  said Congress has 
approved about $140 billion 
since hurricanes Harvey, Irma 
and Maria to reimburse states.

About $2.7 billion is allocated 
to Houston and Harris County, 
said state Sen. Joan Huff man, 
R-Houston. Huff man said $5.24 
billion was provided statewide. 

Applications for Community 
Development Block Grants for 

county side–this entire region 
is strapped,” Sanchez said.

Fulshear is mostly recovered 
from Harvey because it was not 
hit as hard as its neighbors, 
Mayor Aaron Groff  said.

Katy is mostly recovered, City 
Administrator Byron Hebert 
said. Katy’s priorities are fl ood 
mitigation and federal reim-
bursements .

Federal reimbursements may 
take another year, Katy Finance 
Director Becky Wilkins said. 

Katy voters pas sed $14.25 
million in bonds in May for 
fl ood mitigation with 88 per-
cent of voters for the bonds. 

Byron Hebert said Katy is 
in good shape because it has 

to keep half of its budget in 
reserves, but eventually funds 
would run out if additional 
disasters continue annually. 
The city’s reserve balance is $18 
million, with about $13 million 
reserved for emergencies.

WATERSHED SYSTEMS

McCaul said the $140 billion 
in federal funding includes a 
study to identify fl ood mitiga-
tion options near Katy. 

“[The Army Corps of Engi-
neers has] to do a study,” 
McCaul said. 

McCaul said he worked to 
amend the Water Resources 
Development Act to pro-
vide $12.1 billion to evaluate 

drainage throughout Greater 
Houston and expand the Corps’ 
use of private contractors. 

Edmond Russo Jr., deputy 
district engineer with the Army 
Corps of Engineers Galveston 
District, said the Corps will 
study watersheds in Greater 
Houston, looking at them as a 
system. The results will deter-
mine projects the Corps would 
pursue, including a third reser-
voir north of Katy. 

“We would anticipate that it 
wouldn’t be a silver bullet for 
the region,” Russo said.

Russo said a third reservoir 
would help areas very near to 
it, not all of Greater Houston. 

Funding may come with a 

$2.5 billion Harris County bond 
that voters will decide Aug. 25. 
Results of the referendum could 
not be reported as of press time. 

Robert Hebert said Fort Bend 
County is doing a $3 million 
watershed study to identify the 
most promising fl ood mitiga-
tion projects. Aft er the study, a 
bond package of between $360 
million and $375 million will be 
put to Fort Bend County voters. 

“We think the watershed 
study will change that [dollar] 
number because it will prior-
itize those needs and tell us 
which of those projects would 
have true economic benefi t 
and which wouldn’t,” Robert 
Hebert said.

Sanchez said his main con-
cern is getting residents and 
neighboring counties to under-
stand that drainage in Harris 
and the surrounding counties 
aff ect one another.

“That’s something that 
could negatively impact us in 
the future, so my hope is that 
communities around us, the 
residents would be mindful of 
that and really push for every 
community in our area to 
really make use of a regional 
approach of how we deal with 
fl ood management,” Sanchez 
said. 

The Harris County Flood 
Control District and the  
Army Corps of Engineers 
will  evaluate Addicks 
Reservoir’s effi cacy.

Disaster Relief are being pro-
cessed by the Texas General 
Land Offi  ce for the fi rst time, 
said Brittany Eck, the GLO’s 
director of communications for 
its Community Development & 
Revitalization program. Appli-
cations are due by Aug. 31.

“Because of our track record 
implementing the long-term 
housing recovery programs 
and the sheer size of the area 
aff ected by Hurricane Harvey, 
the GLO was tapped to help 
implement a Texas-sized recov-
ery,” Eck said.

Fort Bend County spent $13 
million on debris removal alone 
and has only received $5.9 mil-
lion in federal reimbursements 
it is due, Hebert said. 

“If we had another, [Har-
vey-like] event this hurricane 
season we would have the 
funding available to do every-
thing we needed to do,” Hebert 
said. 

Francisco Sanchez, deputy 
emergency management coor-
dinator with the Harris County 
Offi  ce of Homeland Security & 
Emergency Management, said 
Harris County is not as well off .

“If we have a Harvey-level 
type event this year, I think 
we’re going to face signifi cant 
challenges not only on the 

Hebert sai d.

LESSONS LEARNED

Communication was chal-
lenging during Harvey, said 
Simon VanDyk, public infor-
mation offi  cer for Harris County 
Emergency Services District No. 
48. Fire, police and emergency 
medical  services organizations 
and cities had separate com-
mand centers, he said.

Cellphones  were used to 
communicate between com-
mand centers, fi eld personnel 
and the military, which could 

have proved disastrous if cell-
phone towers had been dam-
aged, VanDyk said. 

A task force is working 
to improve communication 
through implementing a Katy-
area command center, he said. 
The Katy Area Economic Devel-
opment Council, Harris and 
Fort Bend counties as well as 
state offi  cials are involved.

“Basically, [the command 
center would entail] a local-
ized operation center, where 
you can have people operating 
on the ground still reporting 
from the scene to the [offi  ce of 

emergency management]  but 
managing that situation using 
regional assets,” VanDyk said. 

Discussions about a regional 
offi  ce are just beginning, he  
said.

Fire departments bought 
high-water equipment and 
updated equipment staging 
locations during emergencies. 

“It’s easier to get ready for an 
event than to be surprised by 
an event and have to be reac-
tionary,” ESD 48 Fire Chief Jeff  
Hevey said. 

Katy Fire Department will 
use Station No. 2 near Katy 
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Funds are provided by the 
federal government in response 
to presidentially declared 
disasters. 

HOW DISASTER FUNDS GET 
TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Fort Bend County is considering a levee behind 
Barker Reservoir to prevent water backfl owing out of 
the retention reservoir into upstream subdivisions.

SOURCE: TEXAS GENERAL LAND OFFICE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

1

Local agencies 
begin developing 
a recovery plan to 
spend grant funds.

5

A state agency is delegated 
to process disaster relief 
grant applications in an 
oversight role.

H.R. 1892
$84.3B total

Water Resources 
Development Act Amendment

$12.1B total

Local governments prepare 
a detailed application for 
CDBG-DR funds.

6

A storm 
comes and 
municipalities prepare.

Hurricane Harvey Hurricane 
Maria

Hurricane Irma

CITY OF HOUSTON

$1.16B In progress
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The federal government has passed three supplemental 
appropriations bills since hurricanes Harvey, Maria and 
Irma hit the U.S. gulf coast and Puerto Rico. 

FEDERAL FUNDING
DISASTER AID

H.R. 2266
$36.5B total

Provides funding for fl ood 
mitigation projects in the 

Greater Houston area. 
Directs U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to expedite 

projects and studies

FEMA Disaster 
Relief Fund $18.7B

The Katy area saw damage to much of the local 
transportation and drainage infrastructure during fl ooding 
caused by Hurricane Harvey.  

SOURCES: OFFICE OF U.S. REPRESENTATIVE MICHAEL MCCAUL, HARRIS COUNTY, 
FORT BEND COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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2018

HUD CDBG-DR 
$28B

FEMA Disaster 
Relief Fund $23.5B

U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers $17.4B

FEMA Disaster 
Relief Fund $7.4B

Housing and Urban Dev. 
CDBG-DR Funds $7.4B

H.R. 601
$15.3B total

Local governments begin 
tracking data regarding 

emergency expenditures.

State agency 
reviews recovery plan 
and grant applications.

Funds are approved, 
clarifi cation is sought 
or funds are denied.

Funds are distributed, if 
approved, and returned 
to local budgets as 
appropriate.

President declares 
natural disaster, 
which activates 
possibility for federal 
reimbursement.

2 3

Congress 
passes supplemental 

appropriations to pay 
for disaster operations.
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For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

Community Development 
Block Grant - Disaster 
Recovery (CDBG-DR)

More than $5 billion in C DBG-
DR funding has been given to 
Texas. The Texas General Land 
Offi ce is managing the funds.

HELPING OUT THE 
HOUSTON AREA

SOURCE: TEXAS GENERAL LAND OFFICE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

TOTAL STATEWIDE 
(including Houston and 
Harris County) $5B

FORT BEND COUNTY

$19M approved
• 5 housing projects
• Applications with General 

Land Offi ce pending

HARRIS COUNTY

$1.12B

• Funds still managed by General 
Land Offi ce in an oversight role

• Separate from the $2.5 B bond 
package proposed by Harris Co.

NMap not to scale

SOURCES: FORT BEND COUNTY, CITY OF KATY, HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 
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Mills because the Avenue D 
station fl ooded during Harvey, 
KFD Chief Russell Wilson said. 

Both Hevey and Wilson 
said fi rst responders have also 
received water rescue training.  

Additionally, Jason Albert, 
deputy chief with Fort Bend 
County Emergency Medical 
Services, said Fort Bend County 
EMS acquired space at the 
county’s Sienna Annex in Mis-
souri City. This provides space 
for administrative staff  to track 
expenses and frees up station 
space during disasters.

FINDING THE MONEY

County and city authorities 
are concerned about disaster 
preparedness as well. Federal 
and state offi  cials are working 
to get reimbursements to local 
municipalities for emergency 
operations related to Harvey. 

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul, 
R-Tomball,  said Congress has 
approved about $140 billion 
since hurricanes Harvey, Irma 
and Maria to reimburse states.

About $2.7 billion is allocated 
to Houston and Harris County, 
said state Sen. Joan Huff man, 
R-Houston. Huff man said $5.24 
billion was provided statewide. 

Applications for Community 
Development Block Grants for 

county side–this entire region 
is strapped,” Sanchez said.

Fulshear is mostly recovered 
from Harvey because it was not 
hit as hard as its neighbors, 
Mayor Aaron Groff  said.

Katy is mostly recovered, City 
Administrator Byron Hebert 
said. Katy’s priorities are fl ood 
mitigation and federal reim-
bursements .

Federal reimbursements may 
take another year, Katy Finance 
Director Becky Wilkins said. 

Katy voters pas sed $14.25 
million in bonds in May for 
fl ood mitigation with 88 per-
cent of voters for the bonds. 

Byron Hebert said Katy is 
in good shape because it has 

to keep half of its budget in 
reserves, but eventually funds 
would run out if additional 
disasters continue annually. 
The city’s reserve balance is $18 
million, with about $13 million 
reserved for emergencies.

WATERSHED SYSTEMS

McCaul said the $140 billion 
in federal funding includes a 
study to identify fl ood mitiga-
tion options near Katy. 

“[The Army Corps of Engi-
neers has] to do a study,” 
McCaul said. 

McCaul said he worked to 
amend the Water Resources 
Development Act to pro-
vide $12.1 billion to evaluate 

drainage throughout Greater 
Houston and expand the Corps’ 
use of private contractors. 

Edmond Russo Jr., deputy 
district engineer with the Army 
Corps of Engineers Galveston 
District, said the Corps will 
study watersheds in Greater 
Houston, looking at them as a 
system. The results will deter-
mine projects the Corps would 
pursue, including a third reser-
voir north of Katy. 

“We would anticipate that it 
wouldn’t be a silver bullet for 
the region,” Russo said.

Russo said a third reservoir 
would help areas very near to 
it, not all of Greater Houston. 

Funding may come with a 

$2.5 billion Harris County bond 
that voters will decide Aug. 25. 
Results of the referendum could 
not be reported as of press time. 

Robert Hebert said Fort Bend 
County is doing a $3 million 
watershed study to identify the 
most promising fl ood mitiga-
tion projects. Aft er the study, a 
bond package of between $360 
million and $375 million will be 
put to Fort Bend County voters. 

“We think the watershed 
study will change that [dollar] 
number because it will prior-
itize those needs and tell us 
which of those projects would 
have true economic benefi t 
and which wouldn’t,” Robert 
Hebert said.

Sanchez said his main con-
cern is getting residents and 
neighboring counties to under-
stand that drainage in Harris 
and the surrounding counties 
aff ect one another.

“That’s something that 
could negatively impact us in 
the future, so my hope is that 
communities around us, the 
residents would be mindful of 
that and really push for every 
community in our area to 
really make use of a regional 
approach of how we deal with 
fl ood management,” Sanchez 
said. 

The Harris County Flood 
Control District and the  
Army Corps of Engineers 
will  evaluate Addicks 
Reservoir’s effi cacy.

Disaster Relief are being pro-
cessed by the Texas General 
Land Offi  ce for the fi rst time, 
said Brittany Eck, the GLO’s 
director of communications for 
its Community Development & 
Revitalization program. Appli-
cations are due by Aug. 31.

“Because of our track record 
implementing the long-term 
housing recovery programs 
and the sheer size of the area 
aff ected by Hurricane Harvey, 
the GLO was tapped to help 
implement a Texas-sized recov-
ery,” Eck said.

Fort Bend County spent $13 
million on debris removal alone 
and has only received $5.9 mil-
lion in federal reimbursements 
it is due, Hebert said. 

“If we had another, [Har-
vey-like] event this hurricane 
season we would have the 
funding available to do every-
thing we needed to do,” Hebert 
said. 

Francisco Sanchez, deputy 
emergency management coor-
dinator with the Harris County 
Offi  ce of Homeland Security & 
Emergency Management, said 
Harris County is not as well off .

“If we have a Harvey-level 
type event this year, I think 
we’re going to face signifi cant 
challenges not only on the 

Hebert sai d.

LESSONS LEARNED

Communication was chal-
lenging during Harvey, said 
Simon VanDyk, public infor-
mation offi  cer for Harris County 
Emergency Services District No. 
48. Fire, police and emergency 
medical  services organizations 
and cities had separate com-
mand centers, he said.

Cellphones  were used to 
communicate between com-
mand centers, fi eld personnel 
and the military, which could 

have proved disastrous if cell-
phone towers had been dam-
aged, VanDyk said. 

A task force is working 
to improve communication 
through implementing a Katy-
area command center, he said. 
The Katy Area Economic Devel-
opment Council, Harris and 
Fort Bend counties as well as 
state offi  cials are involved.

“Basically, [the command 
center would entail] a local-
ized operation center, where 
you can have people operating 
on the ground still reporting 
from the scene to the [offi  ce of 

emergency management]  but 
managing that situation using 
regional assets,” VanDyk said. 

Discussions about a regional 
offi  ce are just beginning, he  
said.

Fire departments bought 
high-water equipment and 
updated equipment staging 
locations during emergencies. 

“It’s easier to get ready for an 
event than to be surprised by 
an event and have to be reac-
tionary,” ESD 48 Fire Chief Jeff  
Hevey said. 

Katy Fire Department will 
use Station No. 2 near Katy 
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Funds are provided by the 
federal government in response 
to presidentially declared 
disasters. 

HOW DISASTER FUNDS GET 
TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Fort Bend County is considering a levee behind 
Barker Reservoir to prevent water backfl owing out of 
the retention reservoir into upstream subdivisions.

SOURCE: TEXAS GENERAL LAND OFFICE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

1

Local agencies 
begin developing 
a recovery plan to 
spend grant funds.

5

A state agency is delegated 
to process disaster relief 
grant applications in an 
oversight role.

H.R. 1892
$84.3B total

Water Resources 
Development Act Amendment

$12.1B total

Local governments prepare 
a detailed application for 
CDBG-DR funds.

6

A storm 
comes and 
municipalities prepare.

Hurricane Harvey Hurricane 
Maria
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SOURCES: TEXAS SCHOOL SAFETY CENTER, OFFICE OF THE 
TEXAS GOVERNOR/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Educators and state offi cials are taking action by 
organizing committees and evaluating systems. 

of Texas school districts reported 
completing safety and security audits 
for all of their facilities between 2014-17. 

Districts with multihazard 
emergency operations 

plans in place

STATE ACTIONS

40 RECOMMENDATIONS 
brought forth by Gov.Greg Abbott 
in his new School and Firearm 
Safety Action Plan.

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

 CONTINUED FROM 1 several other new policies, including 
a parent and visitor ID requirement 
and  main entrance door unlock times. 

Controlled access systems will 
unlock main entrance doors at a set 
time each morning, and students who 
are dropped off  before the doors are 
open will not be able to enter a school.

POLICE INVOLVEMENT IN DESIGN 

Another signifi cant change KISD is 
making includes involving police on 
design plans for new buildings. 

Jinks has worked for the KISD Police 
Department since 1984 and said it was 
not until recently that police were 
asked to help with design plans. Other 
Texas school districts are starting to 

today that is leading them to go and 
commit acts of violence,” he said. 

On Aug. 6, the Texas Senate Select 
Committee on  Violence in Schools 
and School Security released its fi nal 
report to the 86th Legislature aft er two 
months of testimony from school offi  -
cials, counselors and social workers. 

Recommendations in the report push 
for more mental health-based solu-
tions, including increasing the avail-
ability of school counselors, expand-
ing mental health fi rst-aid training and 
considering legislation to strengthen 
the state’s mental health system.

Other recommendations focused on 
hardening schools through additional 
security measures and increasing 

funding for the state’s school marsh al 
program, which designates a trained 
professional to prevent the act of mur-
der or serious bodily injury on school 
premises, according to the Texas Com-
mission on Law Enforcement.  

Local offi  cials agreed one of the 
critical methods to addressing mental 
health and the rise in shootings is to 
encourage students to speak out. 

“If you know a kid is having a prob-
lem no matter what it is, say some-
thing,” Jinks said. You might be saving 
someone’s life, so come forward.” 
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY RENEE YAN

this,” KISD Police Chief Robert Jinks 
said. “Now it’s hit close to home with 
the Santa Fe incident, and so people 
in this area are saying, ‘Wait a minute, 
this can happen here.’”

KISD’S RESPONSE TO SHOOTINGS 

Active-shooter incidents have 
increased nationally since 2000, with 
250 ac tive-shooter incidents reported 
over the last 17 years. The U.S. saw 30 
active-shooter incidents in 2017, the 
highest number ever recorded by the 
FBI  during a one-year period, accord-
ing to an FBI report. The number of 
incidents rose 50 percent between 
2016 and 2017, alone.

According to local experts, it is typ-
ical for an active-shooter event to lead 
to an increase in terroristic threats 
to campuses. A terroristic threat is 
defi  ned by the Texas Penal Code as a 
person who places the public or a sub-
stantial group of the public in fear of 
serious bodily injury. 

Aft er the Santa Fe, Texas  incident in 
May, KISD saw a signifi cant rise in ter-
roristic threats and increased its police 
presence. In 2013, KISD reported a total 
of four terroristic threats the district 
responded to. By 2016 that number 
jumped to 34, and in 2018, it reached 
53, according to a records request by 
Community Impact Newspaper.

“Any time you have these incidents, 
you are going to have an uptake in 
threats,” Jinks said. 

The district is debuting several new 
security policies this school year. In 
late June, the district announced its 
launch of a new Bullying Prevention 
Campaign that lets students anon-
ymously report bullying incidents 
through an online app. 

As part of its 2017 bond, the district 
set aside $16.7 million solely for cam-
pus security upgrades.

“All of our schools are getting secu-
rity upgrades of some sort,” Jinks said. 
“There are other security upgrades 
that we are putting in, but we don’t 
want other people to know that they 
are there … [because] somebody will 
fi gure a way around it.”

This school year, the district is also 
testing out a new social media mon-
itoring threat service called Social 
Sentinel that scans 12 diff erent social 
media sites for potential threats. Rep-
resentatives from the K ISD technology 
department said the service could 
help identify a potential shooter.

Another policy that debuts this 
school year requires secondary stu-
dents to wear ID badges, and another 
policy requires only clear bags to be 
used at athletic events. 

The clear bag  regulation was 
announced in a  release to parents Aug. 
8, in which the district announced 

NOV.7,20 17  KISD community members 
vote in favor of the district’s $609.2 million bond, 
which includes upgrades to security protocols 
throughout all of the district’s campuses.

MAY 20  KI SD 
increases police 
presence on multiple 
campuses in response 
Santa Fe incident.

MAY 29  KISD’s board 
of trustees approve new position 
for a coordinator for bullying 
prevention and student support 
services. 

APRIL 23  KISD’s board of 
trustees approve $80,000 contract 
for Social Sentinel, a social media 
threat monitoring  service.

JULY 23  KISD’s board of 
trustees approve $1.6 million 
contract to install 6-foot-high 
security fencing at 42 campuses. 

AUG.  15  First day of school
• Start of Bullying Prevention Campaign 
• New policies take effect: clear bag 

regulation, ID badge enforcement, 
main entrance unlock times

MAY 18  Santa  Fe 
High School shooting 
in Houston leaves 10 
dead.

JUNE 11 & 12: Senate Select 
Committee on Violence in Schools & 
School Security holds a meeting to 
hear testimony from school offi cials, 
counselors and social workers.

JUNE 13  PBK Architects 
hosts inaugural meeting of 
the Texas School Safety & 
Security Council. 

JULY 18 & 24  Senate 
committee holds additional 
meetings to hear testimony from 
school offi cials, counselors and 
social workers.

AUG. 6  Senate committee 
releases fi nal report of 
recommendations to the 86th 
Texas Legislature. 

AUG. 8  PBK Architects 
holds second meeting for 
its Texas School Safety & 
Security Council.

School safety
TEXAS AND KATY ISD REACT

Federal           State           Katy ISD

FEB.14  Stoneman 
Douglas High School 
shooting in Parkland, 
Fla., leaves 17 dead.

The rise in active-shooter incidents  
has sparked discussion among school 
administrators, elected offi cials and 
community members. This timeline breaks 
down how Katy ISD and Texas have responded. 

20182017

JUNE 13  KIS D 
attends PBK Architects’ 
inaugural meeting of the 
Texas School Safety & 
Security Council.

SOURCES: KATY ISD, PBK 
ARCHITECTS, SENATE SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON VIOLENCE 
IN SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL 
SECURITY/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

MAY 30  Gov. Greg 
Abbott releases 
School and Firearm 
Safety Action Plan.

Gov. Greg Abbott released his School and Firearm Safety Action Plan in late May, following the Santa 
Fe High School shooting. The plan contains 40 recommendations to increase school safety that require 
about $110 million in funding and takes a three-pronged approach to reducing active-shooter situations: 

Breaking down Gov. Abbott’s  School and Firearm Safety Action Plan

        Make schools safer 

• Increase law enforcement 
presence at schools 

• Train more school marshals
• Provide active-shooter and 

emergency response training 
• Hardening of campus 

facilities 

         Threat prevention

• Provide mental health 
evaluations that identify 
students at risk

• Increase mental health fi rst- 
aid training 

• Provide schools with 
behavioral threat 
assessment programs

• Improve mental health crisis 
response infrastructure 

        Enhancing fi rearms safety 

• Mandate a 48-hour 
reporting period to close 
gaps in federally mandated 
background checks 

• Strengthen the safe fi rearm 
storage law 

• Promote awareness of safe 
storage practices

• Mandatory reporting of lost 
or stolen guns 

SOURCE: TEXAS GOV. GREG ABBOTT/ COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Ramping up security

Estimated cost:

$110 M

Local experts have said bullying and 
mental health both play a pivotal role 
in the rise of active school shootings. 
According to a records request by 
Community Impact Newspaper, 
Katy ISD has seen a signifi cant rise in 
bullying over the last several years. 

Reports of bullying in KISD that 
required district action:

19
39

57

Bullying reports

2016 2017 2018

1:551Average number of school 
counselors to students:

94.8%

95.3%

The Educator’s School Safety Network, a national 
nonprofi t advocacy organization, reported the month 
following the shooting at Marjory Stoneman  Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Fla., schools in the U.S. saw 
a signifi cant increase in threats and violent incidents.

In the 108 days 
prior to Parkland

In the 21 days 
after Parkland

350%
increase

Since 2000, a total of 250 active-shooter 
incidents  took place; 21% of the incidents 
occurred at K-12 schools and colleges. 

13.2 59.4

NATIONWIDE SPIKES

SOURCES: EDUCATOR’S SCHOOL SAFETY NETWORK, FEDERAL 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: KATY ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Startling trends
LOOKING AT BIG PICTURE STATS

Nationwide threats and violent incidents per day:

involve their police chiefs in design 
plans thanks in part to a new commit-
tee formed by PBK Architects, a promi-
nent fi rm that designs schools in multi-
ple local districts, including KISD. 

PB K Architects’ Texas School Safety 
& Security Council was created in late 
June to help local school district police 
chiefs collaborate with architecture 
representatives on best practices for 
implementing safer design plans.

“They have a useful voice, and we 
think that that’s the best voice to help 
districts do a more intelligent, stronger, 
more comprehensive job of doing safety 
and security planning,” PBK   partner 
Ian Powell said. 

The council held its second meeting 
Aug. 8 and met with local area police 
chiefs and school administrators to 
establish a list of recommendations for 
schools to consider implementing in 
design plans. Some of the recommen-
dations discussed include facial recog-
nition systems, weapons detection sys-
tems and remote lockdown hardware. 

INTERAGENCY SCHOOL EFFORTS 

Local private schools are also mak-
ing changes to improve school secu-
rity. Coy Martin, director of security at 
Faith West Academy in Katy, said he 
is working with local schools and law 
enforcement professionals to establish 
a board that will coordinate trainings. 

“It would be a board of mostly law 

enforcement that can share their expe-
rience and let that school make a deci-
sion aft er they receive the best infor-
mation that they can,” Martin said. 

Candace Brawner, director of stu-
dent life at the International British 
School of Houston in Katy, said she 
is working with Martin to engage the 
community. Brawner said she hopes to 
involve law enforcement, school dis-
tricts like KISD, medical professionals 
and other fi rst responders to develop 
regional emergency plans. 

“We have to make interagency, mul-
tiple school eff orts to support each 
other in this process,” Brawner said. 

ADDRESSING MENTAL HEALTH 

In late May aft er the Santa Fe shoot-
ing, Gov. Greg Abbott released his 
School and Firearm Safety Action Plan 
that contains 40 recommendations to 
increase school safety. Despite the $110 
million price tag, local offi  cials said the 
governor’s plan provides an all-inclu-
sive approach.

“It’s designed to deal with the hard-
ening of the schools, with the school 
marshal program [and] with mental 
health research,” state Rep. Mike Scho-
fi eld, R-Katy, said. 

Schofi eld stressed an important 
aspect to decreasing active-shooter 
incidents is to tackle mental health. 

“We need to do a deep dive and fi nd 
out what is it about the kid’s situation 
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SOURCES: TEXAS SCHOOL SAFETY CENTER, OFFICE OF THE 
TEXAS GOVERNOR/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Educators and state offi cials are taking action by 
organizing committees and evaluating systems. 

of Texas school districts reported 
completing safety and security audits 
for all of their facilities between 2014-17. 

Districts with multihazard 
emergency operations 

plans in place

STATE ACTIONS

40 RECOMMENDATIONS 
brought forth by Gov.Greg Abbott 
in his new School and Firearm 
Safety Action Plan.

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

 CONTINUED FROM 1 several other new policies, including 
a parent and visitor ID requirement 
and  main entrance door unlock times. 

Controlled access systems will 
unlock main entrance doors at a set 
time each morning, and students who 
are dropped off  before the doors are 
open will not be able to enter a school.

POLICE INVOLVEMENT IN DESIGN 

Another signifi cant change KISD is 
making includes involving police on 
design plans for new buildings. 

Jinks has worked for the KISD Police 
Department since 1984 and said it was 
not until recently that police were 
asked to help with design plans. Other 
Texas school districts are starting to 

today that is leading them to go and 
commit acts of violence,” he said. 

On Aug. 6, the Texas Senate Select 
Committee on  Violence in Schools 
and School Security released its fi nal 
report to the 86th Legislature aft er two 
months of testimony from school offi  -
cials, counselors and social workers. 

Recommendations in the report push 
for more mental health-based solu-
tions, including increasing the avail-
ability of school counselors, expand-
ing mental health fi rst-aid training and 
considering legislation to strengthen 
the state’s mental health system.

Other recommendations focused on 
hardening schools through additional 
security measures and increasing 

funding for the state’s school marsh al 
program, which designates a trained 
professional to prevent the act of mur-
der or serious bodily injury on school 
premises, according to the Texas Com-
mission on Law Enforcement.  

Local offi  cials agreed one of the 
critical methods to addressing mental 
health and the rise in shootings is to 
encourage students to speak out. 

“If you know a kid is having a prob-
lem no matter what it is, say some-
thing,” Jinks said. You might be saving 
someone’s life, so come forward.” 
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY RENEE YAN

this,” KISD Police Chief Robert Jinks 
said. “Now it’s hit close to home with 
the Santa Fe incident, and so people 
in this area are saying, ‘Wait a minute, 
this can happen here.’”

KISD’S RESPONSE TO SHOOTINGS 

Active-shooter incidents have 
increased nationally since 2000, with 
250 ac tive-shooter incidents reported 
over the last 17 years. The U.S. saw 30 
active-shooter incidents in 2017, the 
highest number ever recorded by the 
FBI  during a one-year period, accord-
ing to an FBI report. The number of 
incidents rose 50 percent between 
2016 and 2017, alone.

According to local experts, it is typ-
ical for an active-shooter event to lead 
to an increase in terroristic threats 
to campuses. A terroristic threat is 
defi  ned by the Texas Penal Code as a 
person who places the public or a sub-
stantial group of the public in fear of 
serious bodily injury. 

Aft er the Santa Fe, Texas  incident in 
May, KISD saw a signifi cant rise in ter-
roristic threats and increased its police 
presence. In 2013, KISD reported a total 
of four terroristic threats the district 
responded to. By 2016 that number 
jumped to 34, and in 2018, it reached 
53, according to a records request by 
Community Impact Newspaper.

“Any time you have these incidents, 
you are going to have an uptake in 
threats,” Jinks said. 

The district is debuting several new 
security policies this school year. In 
late June, the district announced its 
launch of a new Bullying Prevention 
Campaign that lets students anon-
ymously report bullying incidents 
through an online app. 

As part of its 2017 bond, the district 
set aside $16.7 million solely for cam-
pus security upgrades.

“All of our schools are getting secu-
rity upgrades of some sort,” Jinks said. 
“There are other security upgrades 
that we are putting in, but we don’t 
want other people to know that they 
are there … [because] somebody will 
fi gure a way around it.”

This school year, the district is also 
testing out a new social media mon-
itoring threat service called Social 
Sentinel that scans 12 diff erent social 
media sites for potential threats. Rep-
resentatives from the K ISD technology 
department said the service could 
help identify a potential shooter.

Another policy that debuts this 
school year requires secondary stu-
dents to wear ID badges, and another 
policy requires only clear bags to be 
used at athletic events. 

The clear bag  regulation was 
announced in a  release to parents Aug. 
8, in which the district announced 

NOV.7,20 17  KISD community members 
vote in favor of the district’s $609.2 million bond, 
which includes upgrades to security protocols 
throughout all of the district’s campuses.

MAY 20  KI SD 
increases police 
presence on multiple 
campuses in response 
Santa Fe incident.

MAY 29  KISD’s board 
of trustees approve new position 
for a coordinator for bullying 
prevention and student support 
services. 

APRIL 23  KISD’s board of 
trustees approve $80,000 contract 
for Social Sentinel, a social media 
threat monitoring  service.

JULY 23  KISD’s board of 
trustees approve $1.6 million 
contract to install 6-foot-high 
security fencing at 42 campuses. 

AUG.  15  First day of school
• Start of Bullying Prevention Campaign 
• New policies take effect: clear bag 

regulation, ID badge enforcement, 
main entrance unlock times

MAY 18  Santa  Fe 
High School shooting 
in Houston leaves 10 
dead.

JUNE 11 & 12: Senate Select 
Committee on Violence in Schools & 
School Security holds a meeting to 
hear testimony from school offi cials, 
counselors and social workers.

JUNE 13  PBK Architects 
hosts inaugural meeting of 
the Texas School Safety & 
Security Council. 

JULY 18 & 24  Senate 
committee holds additional 
meetings to hear testimony from 
school offi cials, counselors and 
social workers.

AUG. 6  Senate committee 
releases fi nal report of 
recommendations to the 86th 
Texas Legislature. 

AUG. 8  PBK Architects 
holds second meeting for 
its Texas School Safety & 
Security Council.

School safety
TEXAS AND KATY ISD REACT

Federal           State           Katy ISD

FEB.14  Stoneman 
Douglas High School 
shooting in Parkland, 
Fla., leaves 17 dead.

The rise in active-shooter incidents  
has sparked discussion among school 
administrators, elected offi cials and 
community members. This timeline breaks 
down how Katy ISD and Texas have responded. 

20182017

JUNE 13  KIS D 
attends PBK Architects’ 
inaugural meeting of the 
Texas School Safety & 
Security Council.

SOURCES: KATY ISD, PBK 
ARCHITECTS, SENATE SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON VIOLENCE 
IN SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL 
SECURITY/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

MAY 30  Gov. Greg 
Abbott releases 
School and Firearm 
Safety Action Plan.

Gov. Greg Abbott released his School and Firearm Safety Action Plan in late May, following the Santa 
Fe High School shooting. The plan contains 40 recommendations to increase school safety that require 
about $110 million in funding and takes a three-pronged approach to reducing active-shooter situations: 

Breaking down Gov. Abbott’s  School and Firearm Safety Action Plan

        Make schools safer 

• Increase law enforcement 
presence at schools 

• Train more school marshals
• Provide active-shooter and 

emergency response training 
• Hardening of campus 

facilities 

         Threat prevention

• Provide mental health 
evaluations that identify 
students at risk

• Increase mental health fi rst- 
aid training 

• Provide schools with 
behavioral threat 
assessment programs

• Improve mental health crisis 
response infrastructure 

        Enhancing fi rearms safety 

• Mandate a 48-hour 
reporting period to close 
gaps in federally mandated 
background checks 

• Strengthen the safe fi rearm 
storage law 

• Promote awareness of safe 
storage practices

• Mandatory reporting of lost 
or stolen guns 

SOURCE: TEXAS GOV. GREG ABBOTT/ COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Ramping up security

Estimated cost:

$110 M

Local experts have said bullying and 
mental health both play a pivotal role 
in the rise of active school shootings. 
According to a records request by 
Community Impact Newspaper, 
Katy ISD has seen a signifi cant rise in 
bullying over the last several years. 

Reports of bullying in KISD that 
required district action:

19
39

57

Bullying reports

2016 2017 2018

1:551Average number of school 
counselors to students:

94.8%

95.3%

The Educator’s School Safety Network, a national 
nonprofi t advocacy organization, reported the month 
following the shooting at Marjory Stoneman  Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Fla., schools in the U.S. saw 
a signifi cant increase in threats and violent incidents.

In the 108 days 
prior to Parkland

In the 21 days 
after Parkland

350%
increase

Since 2000, a total of 250 active-shooter 
incidents  took place; 21% of the incidents 
occurred at K-12 schools and colleges. 

13.2 59.4

NATIONWIDE SPIKES

SOURCES: EDUCATOR’S SCHOOL SAFETY NETWORK, FEDERAL 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: KATY ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Startling trends
LOOKING AT BIG PICTURE STATS

Nationwide threats and violent incidents per day:

involve their police chiefs in design 
plans thanks in part to a new commit-
tee formed by PBK Architects, a promi-
nent fi rm that designs schools in multi-
ple local districts, including KISD. 

PB K Architects’ Texas School Safety 
& Security Council was created in late 
June to help local school district police 
chiefs collaborate with architecture 
representatives on best practices for 
implementing safer design plans.

“They have a useful voice, and we 
think that that’s the best voice to help 
districts do a more intelligent, stronger, 
more comprehensive job of doing safety 
and security planning,” PBK   partner 
Ian Powell said. 

The council held its second meeting 
Aug. 8 and met with local area police 
chiefs and school administrators to 
establish a list of recommendations for 
schools to consider implementing in 
design plans. Some of the recommen-
dations discussed include facial recog-
nition systems, weapons detection sys-
tems and remote lockdown hardware. 

INTERAGENCY SCHOOL EFFORTS 

Local private schools are also mak-
ing changes to improve school secu-
rity. Coy Martin, director of security at 
Faith West Academy in Katy, said he 
is working with local schools and law 
enforcement professionals to establish 
a board that will coordinate trainings. 

“It would be a board of mostly law 

enforcement that can share their expe-
rience and let that school make a deci-
sion aft er they receive the best infor-
mation that they can,” Martin said. 

Candace Brawner, director of stu-
dent life at the International British 
School of Houston in Katy, said she 
is working with Martin to engage the 
community. Brawner said she hopes to 
involve law enforcement, school dis-
tricts like KISD, medical professionals 
and other fi rst responders to develop 
regional emergency plans. 

“We have to make interagency, mul-
tiple school eff orts to support each 
other in this process,” Brawner said. 

ADDRESSING MENTAL HEALTH 

In late May aft er the Santa Fe shoot-
ing, Gov. Greg Abbott released his 
School and Firearm Safety Action Plan 
that contains 40 recommendations to 
increase school safety. Despite the $110 
million price tag, local offi  cials said the 
governor’s plan provides an all-inclu-
sive approach.

“It’s designed to deal with the hard-
ening of the schools, with the school 
marshal program [and] with mental 
health research,” state Rep. Mike Scho-
fi eld, R-Katy, said. 

Schofi eld stressed an important 
aspect to decreasing active-shooter 
incidents is to tackle mental health. 

“We need to do a deep dive and fi nd 
out what is it about the kid’s situation 
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4 bedroom / 2.5 bath 2,677 sq. ft. $280,000
JC Torres  
Signature Homes Realty 281-570-7747

3 bedroom / 2 bath 2,385 sq. ft. $292,015 
Lance Loken  
Keller Williams Platinum 281-456-3020

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

King Crossing is a new neighborhood located 
northwest of I-10 and the Grand Parkway in Katy. 
Amenities include a resort-style swimming pool, 
a splash pad, two dog parks, a playground and 
eight area lakes. 

Nearby attractions include Typhoon Texas, Katy 
Mills, Momentum Rock Climbing, LaCenterra  and 
Katy Heritage Park.   

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99

6

10

1093

529

N

Build-out year: currently under construction

Builders include: Beazer Homes, Pulte 
Homes 

Square footage: 1,500-3,600

Home values: $189,000-$369,000

HOA dues (estimated): $800 annually 

Amenities: resort-style swimming pool, 
splash pad, two dog parks, play ground, eight 
area lakes

Schools: Bethke Elementary, Stockdick Junior 
High, Paetow High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.51660
Harris County  0.41801
Harris County Flood Control District 0.02831
Port Of Houston Authority  0.01256
Harris County Hospital District  0.17110
Harris County Department  
Of Education  0.00520
Harris County MUD No. 495  1.50000
Waller-Harris ESD No. 200         0.09950
Total (per $100 valuation) 3.75128

KING CROSSING, 77493 RECENT LISTINGS

4 bedroom / 2 bath 1,908 sq. ft. $242,245
Lee Jones   
Pulte Homes 281-749-8000

4 bedroom / 2.5 bath 3,300 sq. ft. $350,000 
David Flory  
RE/MAX Professional Group 281-477-0345

5303 Baroness Lane

5506 Royal Sash Lane 

5203 Ivory Pearl Court

5303 Gerent Lane 

REAL ESTATE

Price 77094 77441 77449 77450 77493 77494

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

AVERAGE PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JULY  2017 VS.  2018

+6.34%

+0.39%

+8.34%
-0.35%

+3.4%

HOMES SOLD (JULY 2018)

MARKET DATA

$245,465

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$98.65$9,675 228

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 8/2/18

35 9

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by See TIM Sell LLC, Tim Sojka  
Keller Williams Realty • 713-822-2152 • www.seetimsell.com

Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 77094 77441 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or less - - 3/41 1/6 1/2 -

$150,000-$199,999 - - 93/46 29/44 15/75 -

$200,000-$299,999 7/67 24/129 173/147 146/73 187/182 174/117

$300,000-$399,999 22/76 72/205 11/119 88/100 88/272 295/134

$400,000-$499,999 13/95 94/199 3/86 45/111 54/249 148/133

$500,000-$599,999 2/75 52/177 2/34 22/97 29/352 90/171

$600,000-$799,999 12/162 53/240 - 14/91 18/208 69/155

$800,000-$999,999 6/242 6/101 1/148 3/82 5/259 26/201

$1 million + 3/182 9/123 - 7/335 8/453 16/160

+19.6%

Your fastest home seller!

Find out what your home is worth 
at searchhomesinkaty.com

“I would highly recommend the See Tim Sell 
Team. Best decision ever!!”    

                                                              -The Kacirs 

SeeTimSell.com

Call NOW
877-313-SELL
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SHOP, 
COMPARE 
AND SAVE!

• See New Products 

• Check out Great Deals 

•  Comparison Shop in  
ONE Location

•  Meet with Reputable 
Companies

•  Learn from the Experts

SHOW ATTRACTIONS
•  YOuR HOME DESIGN 

STAGE

•   VINTAGE MARkET

•   
     COMMuNITY FALL  

PLANT SALE
•  kITCHEN & BATH  

IDEA CENTER

•  FOOD TRuCkS ARE BACk!!

SPONSORED BY:

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE 

FallKatyHomeandGardenShow.com

HOURLY GIVEAWAYS OF VINTAGE 
FURNISHING AND DÉCOR

Saturday  Sep. 8  10am - 6pm
Sunday  Sep. 9  11am - 5pm

Adults $7.00*
Seniors $6.00*
Military ID $3.00*
Kids under 12 $FREE

*Facility charges $1 per ticket fee - which will be added at time of purchase.

HOURS & ADMISSION

FREE PARKING!
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and Vintage MarketSeptember 8-9
Merrell Center SPONSORED BY:

OVER 200 EXHIBITS!
Remodeling
Decorating

Kitchens & Baths
Home Theater 

Windows
Siding

Home Décor
Home Builders

Blinds & Shutters
Pools & Spas

Flooring
Heating & Cooling

ADVERTISING SPONSORS

parent
M A G A Z I N E

TINY HOME  
VILLAGE

APPEARING ON THE YOUR HOME DESIGN STAGE

ON STAGE SATURDAY & SUNDAY
MEGAN MORGAN &  

ARCALEE GAUTIER FROM  

Vintage Back 
Roads 

CHALK PAINTING 101 

Saturday  Sep. 8  10am - 6pm
Sunday  Sep. 9  11am - 5pm

Adults $7.00*
Seniors $6.00*
Military ID $3.00*
Kids under 12 $FREE

*Facility charges $1 per ticket fee - which will be added at time of purchase.

HOURS & ADMISSION

FREE PARKING!
VALID ON ONE ADULT ADMISSION ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

$1OFF
CIN

HOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDEN
Katy

HOME & GARDENHOME & GARDEN
tytytyty

HOME & GARDEN
ty

HOME & GARDEN
ty

HOME & GARDEN
ty

HOME & GARDEN
tyty

HOME & GARDEN
ty

HOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDEN
FALL
HOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDENHOME & GARDEN

and Vintage MarketSeptember 8-9
Merrell Center SPONSORED BY:



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com40

C A LL  TO DAY  8 66.9 8 9.6 8 0 8

INSTANT EXPOSURE

State-of-the-art targeting capabilities allow you to deliver
geographically within a radius of your business or to specific 
neighborhoods that meet your demographic profile.

T A R G E T  O N L Y  T H E 
N E I G H B O R H O O D S 
YO U  WA N T  TO  RE ACH

P O S T C A R D S  •  F LY E R S  •  S T I C K Y  N O T E S

Designed, printed and mailed–starting at 10¢ a piece.
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HON Express
Simple. Affordable. Fast. Easy
Complete of� ce in 1-3 weeks
Lifetime warranty

FOR ALL YOUR OFFICE NEEDS!FOR ALL YOUR OFFICE NEEDS!FOR ALL YOUR OFFICE NEEDS!
Home & 

Corporate

1005 Katyland Dr. 
Katy, TX

281-574-3800
Call Amanda Today!

10

90

Katyland Dr.

10% OFF
Used or

 As-Is Stock

5% OFF
New Office

Furniture

Culinary
P E R F E C T I O N

We combine our 
love of food and 

family with 
fresh house-

made pastas, 
wood fired 

pizza, prime 
steaks, gulf 

seafood 
and of 

course, those 
traditional, 

feel-good Italian 
favorites.

GRAZIA ITALIAN KITCHEN
22764 Westheimer Pkwy, Katy, TX 77450

832-437-9671 • graziaitalian.com
22764 Westheimer Pkwy, Katy, TX 77450

Grab fajita Pete’s for  

 Dinner!

TO

Carry-out           Delivery            Dine-in       Catering 

FajitaPetes.com

Coming Soon To

Firethorne
KATY MASON

1590 S. Mason Rd
Katy, TX 77450
(281) 574-0008

WE DELIVER

Expires 10/31/18

*Cannot be combined with other offers*

*Cannot be combined with other offers*

15% OFF 

ANY CARRY-OUT ORDER

free
with any 1lb of fajitas

medium
queso

Expires 10/31/18
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17429 FM529 Houston 77095 • www.bigbuxbingo.com • 281-858-4249

over 5k in bingo payouts
BIG BUX BINGO Every Wed - Sat  7:30 & 8:30pm & Sunday 3:00 & 4:15pm

CHARITY SWEEPSTAKES MACHINES Mon - Sat 3pm to close & Sunday Noon - 6:00pm

Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & 
Friends Come to Play!Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & Where Family & 

Come play any 
Wednesday 

or Thursday and get
Two Computers For $15

over 5k in bingo payoutsover 5k in bingo payoutsover 5k in bingo payoutsover 5k in bingo payouts

Friends Come to Play!Friends Come to Play!Friends Come to Play!Friends Come to Play!Friends Come to Play!

Come play any 

or Thursday and getor Thursday and get
Two Computers For $15Two Computers For $15

 $5 OFF $20 
PURCHASE 

(not valid on computers 
Wednesday and Thursday)

829 South Mason Road , Katy TX 77450
www.cuminspicerestaurant.com • (281) 647-6111

Lunch Buffet Tuesday-SundaySununu dndn adad yaya

$5 off
$10 off
Must present coupon. Valid for 

dine-in and takeout orders only. 
Expires 9/30/18

$30 or more

$60 or more

We Deliver with Speedy Food, 
Uber Eats, and DoorDash.

We do catering!

S 
M

as
on

 R
d.

Cimarron Pkwy. 

Katy – Cinco Ranch East
281-395-6284

Katy – Cinco Ranch Southwest    
281-712-2882

Katy – Grand Parkway West   
832-900-7575

Katy – Green Trails
281-599-3299

Katy – Morton Ranch
281-657-9229

Katy – Saums Rd
281- 829-3330

Katy – Seven Lakes
832-437-3344

Kumon Math & Reading Centers of:

kumon.com

*Offer valid at participating Kumon Centers only when you enroll between 8/16/18 and 9/21/18. Most Kumon Centers are 
independently owned and operated. Additional fees may apply.  © 2018 Kumon North America, Inc. All rights reserved.

SAVE 50%
LIMITED TIME!

Registration!*
on 

SUCCESS

ON THE PATH TO LIFETIMEPUT YOUR KIDS

The academic advantage they get in Math & Reading is just the start.

WHY ARE KUMON KIDS 
SO SUCCESSFUL IN SCHOOL?

TWELVE HOUSTON LOCATIONS
BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E

COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529

DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W.

KATY
24433 Katy Frwy

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978

SPRING
19370 Interstate 45

+ 21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND

20450 SW Frwy

PASADENA
4637 E. Sam Houston 

Parkway S.

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy

LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

COMING SOON — FULSHEAR, KINGWOOD + PORTER!

Cook to order steakburgers
and shoestring fries.

Freddy’s Frozen Custard + Steakburgers 
announces the latest addition to our 12 
Houston area store locations — a Mobile 
Food Trailer!

Our new Food Trailer is custom designed to 
bring the steakburgers, fries and frozen 
custard you have come to love to your event.

From birthday parties to reunions, company 
picnics to trade shows, office parties, 
graduation or any other event, adding 
Freddy’s will make it a special occasion! 

Our catering staff scoops up the freshest, 
best tasting treats anywhere.

Want those craveable burgers and treats at 
your next event?

Contact: catering@freddyshouston.com
bring the steakburgers, fries and frozen 
custard you have come to love to your event.

From birthday parties to reunions, company 
picnics to trade shows, office parties, 
graduation or any other event, adding 
Freddy’s will make it a special occasion! 

Contact: catering@freddyshouston.com

NOW THE TASTE THAT BRINGS YOU BACK — IS COMING TO YOU!

CATERING        SERVICES...

®

®

FREE SINGLE SCOOP DISH OR CONE
Good for single scoop dish or cone. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. Expires 8.30.2018. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply.

FreddysUSA.com

®
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(281) 394-5499 | FIXMYPHONE.COM 
IN FRONT OF MAIN EVENT

24437 KATY FWY #300 | KATY, TX 77494

$20 OFF
AND A

FREE TEMPERED GLASS 
SCREEN PROTECTOR

WITH ANY SCREEN REPAIR

CALL TODAY

 HONEY 
WHOLE 
WHEAT 

LOAF

GET A 

FREE

BUY ANY 
SANDWICH 
OR SALAD 

Limit one loaf. 
Sandwich or 
salad must 
be over $6. 

Limit 1 coupon 
per customer. 

Cannot be 
combined 

with any other 
offer. Expires 

9/30/18

S.
 F

ry
 R

d
.

 Kingsland Blvd. 

Greenwind Chase Dr.

WE CATER!(281) 578-3097
GreatHarvestKatyTX.com

Mon-Fri 6:30am-6:30pm
Sat-7:00am-5:00pm

1623 
South 
Fry Rd., 
Katy

Indoor/Outdoor 
Seating Available

Free Wifi 

BUY 1 BURGER 
GET 1 BURGER 

FREE
Offer only valid at Burger Theory Katy. Limit 
one coupon per day. Offer expires 10/30/18.

346-387-6682  •  BREAKFAST: 6am - 10am  •  DINNER: 5pm - 10pm  •  BAR: 5pm - 11pm

Call us direct for the best deals in town! 
281-712-2363 | dos@hikatyhotel.com.

25406 Katy Mills Pkwy. 
Katy, Texas 77494 
HIKATYHOTEL.COM

Visiti ng, relocati ng to Katy, or 
one last back-to-school staycati on? 

Katy 
Mills

Katy Mills 
Pkwy.

Pin Oak Rd.

10

Kingsland Blvd.

346-387-6682  •  BREAKFAST: 6am - 10am  •  

Call us direct for the best deals in town
281-712-2363 | dos@hikatyhotel.com.

Visiti ng
one last back-to-school staycati on?

Located inside the Holiday Inn!

up to 20% discount off  
everyday promoti ons!

281-712-2363 | dos@hikatyhotel.com.

up to 20% discount off  
everyday promoti ons!

We Cater to Cowards

23530 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 120 • Katy, TX 77494 • 281-396-4635 • www.katyfamilydentalgroup.com

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL!

$50 Off Treatment or Free $250 Whitening Kit
*New Patients Only with Comprehensive Exam, X-Rays, and cleaning. Must present coupon 

at the time of service. Cannot be combined with any other offers. No Cash Value.
Restictions Apply. Expires 9/30/2018

ASK ABOUT OUR INVISALIGN SPECIALS!
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832.829.5829 
or visit www.TraditionOutdoorLiving.com

Patio Covers | Pools | Outdoor Kitchens | Fire Features

Welcome to your new 
Outdoor Retreat!

We look forward to working with you 
to create an outdoor living environment 

that will be a place for you to make 
new memories & share old ones.

HOURS: MONDAY–SATURDAY 5–10PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

6734 Westheimer Lakes North  
Katy, TX 77494 • 281-394-5999 Sapore Ristorante Italianosaporestaurant.com

i ta li a n  cu is i n e

mo n day-w ed n es day  
h a p p y  h o u r  5 - 6 : 3 0 p m
Half Price on Selected  
Bottles of Wine and Appetizers

3 year anniversary celebration

$10 off
with minimum 

purchase of $60.
One per table, per visit, 

cannot be combined with 
any other offer or discount.

Hours: 11AM–2AM • Happy Hours: 3PM-7PM and 9PM-11PM 
24515, Katy Fwy, Katy, TX 77450 • www.oldchicago.com • 281-347-0090

10

99

K
at

y 
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rt
 B

en
d

 R
d

.

$10 off $30 PURCHASE
Limit one per table per visit. Not valid on 
gift cards or alcohol. Dine-in only. Excludes 

tax and gratuity. Expires 9/30/2018

24515, Katy Fwy, Katy, TX 77450 • www.oldchicago.com • 281-347-0090

ARE YOU READY FOR
SOME FOOTBALL?!?

We will have EVERY PRO GAME as 
well as your favorite College team 
playing every week! Join us for fun, 

food, drinks and prizes!

CONTRACT US FOR A 
SEWER UNCLOG & GET A

FREE 
CAMERA INSPECTION

 Cannot be combined with other offers, specials or discounts. 
Exp. 9/22

GET A 

FREE 
WATER LEAK ALARM WITH A NEW 

WATER HEATER INSTALL
 Cannot be combined with other offers, specials or discounts. 

Exp. 9/22

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Sewer, Gas and Water line, Water Line Repiping, Water Heater Service and Installations, Kitchen and 
Bath Faucets, Whole House Softeners and Filtration Systems ,Replace Shower Base and Tubs, Toilets, 

Disposals, and More, Backfl ow, Preventers Installation, Gas Test, Camera and Line Locators, Hydrostatic 

Testing, Hydro-jet, High Pressure Services, Sample Wells

Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Magnolia, Katy, The Woodlands and Now Serving TOMBALL

NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER HOURS  OR WEEKENDS.

CALL 281-256-2239 TODAY FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Houston 346-319-2029 • www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured  License #13044

HIGH QUALITY & 
DEPENDABLE SERVICE
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 BUY ONE, GET ONE

FREE
COMBO MEAL

PDQ CINCO RANCH: 23703 CINCO RANCH BLVD • 281-786-3239

Valid on item of equal or lesser 
value. Not valid with any other offers. 
Excludes beverages with salads or 
bowls. One-time use only. Valid at
all PDQ Cinco Ranch location ONLY.
EXPIRES: 09/30/18    CODE: 887699719

Kids Eat Free on sundays
WITH ANY MEAL PURCHASE AT ALL HOUSTON 

AND AUSTIN LOCATIONS

back 
to school 

fuel

17440 Farm to Market Rd 529 Houston, TX 77095 • 832-674-8529

FREE
QUESO

LUNCH ONLY 
MONDAY-FRIDAY

529

Queenston Blvd.

Hudson Oaks Dr.

MONDAY-SATURDAY 11AM-6PM
JUMBO MARGARITA $5.95 SMALL MARGARITA $2.95

(Add any extra � avoring for $1.) Pricing valid during happy hour only.

BALLET • TAP • JAZZ • LYRICAL
DRILL TEAM PREP • CONTEMPORARY 

HIP HOP •  ACRODANCE

281-890-9999
10452 GASTON RD, KATY

WWW.LEAPDANCECENTER.COM • INFO@LEAPDANCECENTER.COM

AGES: 2 - ADULT

9,500 sf state of the art dance facility • 0.5 miles from Tompkins HS

REGISTER 

NOW FOR FALL 

CLASSES!
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China Inn Cafe
Fine Chinese Cuisine | Since 1994

10% off Senior
Citizens 60 or older
with ID. Dine in only.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

FREE ALL DAY 
DELIVERY

$12 minimum
(restrictions apply)

Party trays
and catering

service
available.

LUNCH SPECIAL
7 DAYS A WEEK

starting at
$7.25.

BUY 1 ENTREE &
GET 1 ENTREE 1/2 OFF

WITH 2 DRINKS
Of equal or lesser value. Good for dine-in only.
One coupon per customer, cannot be combined

with any other offer. Exp. 9/30/2018

BUY 3 ENTREES &
 GET 1 ENTREE FREE.

Of equal or lesser value. Good for dine-in, take 
out or delivery. One coupon per customer, cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Exp. 9/30/2018

Open 7 Days a week
Monday - Thursday 11:00 am - 10:00 pm
Friday & Saturday 11:00 am - 10:30 pm

Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm

402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 
Katy, TX 77494 (Time Square Plaza)

281.392.9200 • chinainnkaty.com

 $10 Tuesday is available online and in store at participating locations on Tuesday only. In-store Family Size prices may vary. Includes Signature, Gourmet Delite®, Fresh Pan, Stuffed or Create Your Own pizza up to 5 
toppings; topping additions to recipe pizzas will result in additional charges.

$

EVERY TUESDAY
10

FAMILY SIZE $2 MORE
TAKE ‘N’ BAKE PIZZA

Our Original Crust  
topped with choice of sauce  

and your favorite topping
Savings off Signature, Stuffed, 

Gourmet Delite®, Create Your Own  
pizza at regular menu price

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Limited time offer. 
Valid at Katy locations only. Not valid with other offers. 
Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 
903-CIN052318

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Limited time offer.  
Valid at Katy locations only. Not valid with other offers. 
Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 
CIN052318 LS

M
-0

6
 

LS
M

-0
6

 

1-TOPPING PIZZACHOOSE YOUR SIZE 
AND SAVE! 

Visit
to find nearest Katy location

© 2018 Papa Murphy’s International LLC    17-2122 PRNT-10TUES

$5OFF
$4OFF $3OFF

FAMILY 
SIZE

LARGE MEDIUM

$6FAMILY SIZE 
$2 MORE

LAR E

SAVE THE DATE

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2018

BREAKFAST FOR A BLESSING2018 Event Chairs: Les & Kristi Strech

TITLE SPONSOR

REGISTER BY SEPT. 7th!
• Online:  www.christclinickaty.org

• By mail:  25722 Kingsland Blvd., Suite 101, Katy, TX 77494

To advertise or to submit story ideas: 281-469-6181

Visit us online: communityimpact.com
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Central Austin
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Lake Travis
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Buda

Kyle

San Marcos
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Fairview

Allen

Katy

Sugar Land

Missouri City Friendswood
Pearland

League City

Nassau Bay

Clear Lake 
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The Woodlands

Spring / Klein

Conroe
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Lake Houston

Kingwood

Humble

Colleyville

Southlake
Grapevine

Frisco

McKinney

Plano
Lewisville

Flower Mound

Highland Village

Richardson

Richmond

Community Impact 
Newspaper reaches

 856,558
Houston homes and 

businesses each 
month. 

We provide hyperlocal news 
and information to millions of 
local residents and business 
owners each day online and 

monthly by mail.
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BREAKFAST. 
BRUNCH. 
LUNCH.
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98 W Grand Parkway S #100 
Katy TX. 77494 

In front of Costco, 
Next to Mo’s Irish Pub.

281-968-0883
thetoastedyolk.com NOW OPEN!

Skip the wait!
Save your spot online before you arrive. 
Follow these three easy steps:

Check in with 
the host and get 
seated faster.

Enter your info
and get an 
estimated wait time.

Visit thetoastedyolk.com 
and go to the Katy page. 
Click on “Join Waitlist” 
at the bottom.

FREE 
ORDER OF DONUTS

“CHURRO STYLE”
MUST PRESENT AD. 

EXPIRES 9/30/18
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DEEP IN THE HEART

Texas is hats and boots, legends, horns and Howdy! And it’s home to Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus,
where pushing boundaries and exploring new territory is our focus – all for the care of kids. Located deep in

the heart of West Houston, we offer convenient access to expert pediatric subspecialists including:
Cardiology •  Orthopedics & Sports Medicine  •  Urology

Learn more about all our services at texaschildrens.org/westcampus.
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