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BY R. HANS MILLER

Throughout the Katy area, starter homes can be diffi  -
cult to fi nd in price ranges under $200,000, according to 
Katy-area Realtors. The availability of aff ordable homes 
is having a hard time keeping up with demand, said 
Christi Borden, Realtor and a member of the board of 
directors for the Houston Association of Realtors.

Chad Ray, owner of C.R. Realty in downtown Katy, 
said Katy is a seller’s market. A seller’s market favors 
sellers with higher home prices and fast sales. Starter 
homes usually are two-bedroom, two-bathroom homes 
with a garage and a modest yard, he said. 

Borden said nationally, starter homes cost between 
$150,000 to $175,000. In the Katy area, that number is 
about $20,000 higher or more, especially south of I-10 or 
in newer communities north of I-10. 

“When I’m working with [fi rst-time] buyers right now, 
we’re looking at homes in the $170,000s to $200,000,” 
Borden said.

Ray said he steers fi rst-time buyers to communities 
north of I-10 in Katy to purchase newly constructed 
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1,540 square feet
3 bedroom/2 bath

$179,000

$218,000

1,691 square feet
3 bedroom/2 bath
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Starter homes near Katy are more affordable north of I-10, with 
differences of about $20,000 or more in price for similar homes. 

1  Real estate experts: Katy starter home 
market challenging for first-time buyers 
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INCLUDES:

Harris County will decide on $2.5 billion 
bond for flood-control projects Aug. 25 

Industrial growth 
‘ramps up’ in Katy
New projects will keep taxes 
steady in light of $19.5M bond

BY ANNA DEMBOWSKI AND REBECCA 

HENNES

Ten months aft er Hurricane Har-
vey dropped a trillion gal lons of 
water across the Greater Houston 
area last August, Harris County is 

petitioning voters this August for 
a $2.5 billion bond referendum 
that could fund more than 100 pro-
posed fl ood control projects across 
the region. BY REBECCA HENNES 

Over the last fi ve years, indus-
trial development has signifi cantly 
ramped up in the Katy area, accord-
ing to city offi  cials. Offi  cials said the 
infl ux of new industrial develop-
ments will help the city keep its tax 
rate steady in light of the $19.5 million 
bond that voters approved in May for 
fl ooding and drainage improvements 
throughout the city.  

FUNDING
FLOOD CONTROL

Harris County residents can vote Aug. 25 for a $2.5 billion referendum to fund fl ood preven-
tion efforts, which would require a tax rate increase.

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY BUDGET MANAGEMENT/ COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

+ =
$2.5 BILLION

for federal funds and 
local capital projects

$3 BILLION
in federal funding

Matched by $5.5 BILLION
for Harris County fl ood 

control projects
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5 real estate trends to 
know in the Katy area
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Life changes for the better when you experience 
true retirement living at The Delaney at Parkway 
Lakes. Social opportunities abound with organized 
clubs, outings and transportation to make getting out 
and about easy. Boredom becomes a distant memory 
when, each month, you have an ever-changing 
calendar of activities. Do as much or as little as you 
like. Retirement is your time. Make the most of it!

Nothing to do?  
“Not enough hours in 

the day for all we want to do.”

Experience a retirement lifestyle like no other.
Call (832) 945-1800 

to arrange a personal visit.

AL Facility ID# 106971

TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com 
21700 Bellaire Blvd. | Richmond, Texas 77407
info@TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com

A N  E V E N I N G  S U M M E R

C A M P  T H A T  O F F E R S

C O A C H I N G  F O R  K I D S  I N

V A R I O U S  S P O R T S  &  A R T S

J U L Y  3 0  

A U G U S T  3

WHERE LIFE CHANGE HAPPENS

WHERE YOUR BREAKTHROUGH BEGINS

YOU BELONG HERE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH   •   SAT 6:00P   •   SUN 9:30A & 11:30A

COF.TV

ONE   EXIT   WEST   OF   THE   GRAND   PARKWAY   •   832   875   2520   •   LOCATED   ON   HWY   290   @   BECKER   RD
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Email 
ktynews@communityimpact.com.

Kristina Shackelford
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER

kshackelford@communityimpact.com

Rebecca Hennes
EDITOR
rhennes@communityimpact.com

There is something so exciting about see-
ing growth in our local community through 
new home developments being built out, 
new business offi  ces taking shape, and 
new and exciting retail spaces coming to 
life. At Community Impact Newspaper, we 
thrive on following and reporting on the 
real estate market for our readers. 

In this month’s Real Est ate Guide 
edition, we take a deeper look into Katy’s 
real estate trends. Hurricane Harvey 
aff ected hundreds of homes in Katy, but 
the market is slowly bouncing back, and 
more developers are starting to cater to 
niche markets like the senior population 
and multigenerational families. Read 

more on what trends are taking root in 
Katy on Page 32. 

Also be sure to check out our update on 
the $2.5 billion Harris County bond pack-
age for proposed fl ood mitigation projects 
across the county. Find out w hich 
Katy-relevant projects the Harris County 
Flood Control District is proposing for the 
Addicks Reservoir watershed and how 
the bond will aff ect your taxes starting on 
Page 40. Early voting starts Aug. 8. 

We hope you are enjoying your summer 
 before school is back in full swing. In the 
meantime, we appreciate your continued 
readership and look forward to seeing 
you out in the community soon .

If you are a fi rst-time homebuyer looking for a new 
place to call home in Katy, you might be surprised to 
learn starter homes here are more expensive than the 
national average. As part of our 2018 Real Estate Guide, 
our front-page story explores the starter home market 
in Katy and found that a starter home here is typically 
$20,000 higher or more compared to the national 
average. 

Be sure to check out the full story on Page 30 
where we explore the market factors that have con-
tributed to this trend and what local Realtors have 
said  fi rst-time homebuyers should know if they are 
looking in Katy. We also get up close and personal 
with Cane Island on Page 27 and explain what you 
need to know about your property taxes on Page 28.  

We strive to provide unbiased, accurate informa-
tion you can rely on. If you have a story idea for us, 
feel free to email the team at ktynews@community-
impact.com. We want to hear from you! 

FROM THE ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER

ASK THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

What is trending in Katy real estate? 

What does a starter home in the Katy 
area go for? 
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News, data on local projects 

21 DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 
News on Katy-area projects 

43 IMPACT DEALS

Corrections: 
Volume 6, Issue 10

Katy ISD’s budget 
defi cit, Page 17                                               
Christopher Smith is the chief 
fi nancial offi cer. Smith projected 
a $28.4 million defi cit for the  
 2019-20 school year and a $31.5 
million defi cit for 2020-21.

Featured neighborhood: 
Churchill Farms, 
77441, Page  44                                                             
Data provided to Community 
Impact Newspaper for the 
average home sales price for 
ZIP codes 77449, 77450, 77493 
was incorrect .      
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IMPACTS Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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NOW OPEN

1  KarisMed Family Medicine celebrat-
ed its grand opening July 12 at 4011 FM 
1463, Ste. B in Katy. KarisMed is a member-
ship-based practice that provides medical 
services to adults and children with unlim-
ited offi ce visits, 24-hour access, annual 
exams, no wait times and no deductibles, 
copays or coinsurance. 832-930-7799. 
www.karismed.com 

2  Next Level Urgent Care opened at 
1420 Katy Fort Bend Road, Katy on July 2. 
The walk-in care facility provides care for 
non-life-threatening illnesses and injuries 
including sprains, fractures, allergies, 
rashes and more. The facility is open 
seven days per week from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.                      
281-783-8162. 
www.nextlevelurgentcare.com 

3  Katy Rice King opened at 23119 
Colonial Parkway, Ste. C-6 on June 29. The 
family-owned restaurant features a variety 
of Asian cuisine including Chinese, Korean 
and Japanese dishes. Dishes are made in-
house. 832-437-5118. 
www.katyriceking.com 

4  Tea Top opened in Katy Asian Town at 
23119 Colonial Parkway, Ste. C-7 on June 
22. The specialty tea spot offers Boba, cold 
brew, milk, fruit and traditional teas. Pa-
trons can order their drinks with a variety of 
fl avored tapioca jellies and may also order 
lattes. 832-437-8786. 
www.facebook.com/teatopkaty 

5  Royal Berry Bar held its grand open-
ing on July 7 at 1251 Pin Oak Road, Ste. 
125, Katy. The business sells frozen yogurt, 
all-natural fruit smoothies, fresh pressed 
juice, bubble tea, iced coffee and coffee 
smoothies. The dessert bar also offers a va-
riety of frozen yogurts and crepes for those 
looking for something a little heartier.     
832-437-1796. 
www.facebook.com/royalberrybar

6  Showcase Gymnastics opened its 
second location at 1602 Ave. D in Katy on 
July 2. The gymnastics center offers classes 
to children aged 6 months to 12 years. 
The new 4,300-square-foot facility offers 

preschool, school age and Xcel Bronze pro-
grams and training on a Speith Anderson 
apparatus and mats. 281-665-8702. 
www.showcasegymnastics.com 

7  Babaloo Bar & Grill reopened at 
25727 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 130, Katy 
June 15 after being closed for repairs and 
renovations. The restaurant and night-
club is open 7 days a week and features 
events such as Latin dance night and 
offers Tex-Mex dishes.  832-437-8092.                        
www.babaloobarandgrill.com

8  The ToothBooth Family and Cos-
metic Dentistry opened at 24449 I-10, 
Ste. 300 in Katy on June 4. The dental offi ce, 
owned by local dentist, Doctor Nawar Taha, 
offers general dentistry service as well as 
orthodontics, endodontistry, oral surgery 
and cosmetic dentistry. 832-225-4860. 
www.thetoothboothdental.com

9  Innovision Family Eyecare opened 
June 1 at 10605 Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 
400 in Katy. The business offers optometry 
services including comprehensive eye ex-
ams, prescription eyewear and treatment of 
conditions such as glaucoma and dry eyes. 
The business will hold a grand opening cel-
ebration July 26 at 4:30 p.m. 281-747-1232. 
www.innovisioneyecaretx.com 

COMING SOON

10  Zoners Pizza, Wings and Waffl es 
will open at 25810 Westheimer Parkway 
in Katy in mid-August. The pizza and 
waffl e restaurant will serve specialty 
pizzas such as taco pizzas and a white 
pizza featuring white sauce, mozzarella, 
Parmesan and garlic. Specialty waffl es and 
wings are also available. 346-351-2922.                                         
www.zonerspizza.com

11  85°C Bakery Cafe expects to open a 
new location in the Katy Grand shopping 
center during the fi rst quarter of 2019. Katy 
Grand is located in the northeastern corner 
of the intersection of I-10 and the Grand 
Parkway and includes a Cinemark theater. 
The cafe is known for its iced sea salt coffee 
and its baked goods. The restaurant offers 
60 types of bread, cakes and beverages 
including Boba tea, slushes, smoothies and 
blended coffee drinks. 
www.85cbakerycafe.com 
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Call 281-398-7954
or visit us online

 www.mctkaty.com

Dr. Currie is Board Certifi ed in Internal Medicine and specializes in Gastroenterology.

William A. Currie, MD
Medical Colleagues of Texas, L.L.P.

Colonoscopy Screening • Digestive Issues • Heartburn/GERD • Liver Diseases • Ulcers
21700 Kingsland Blvd.

Suite 201
Katy, Texas  77450

New Patients Welcome
Most Insurances Accepted
El Medico Habla Español 

Feeling Good From 
The Inside Out
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FEATURED IMPACT — NOW OPEN

Vortex Sports Grill and Entertainment plans to open at 24757 I-10, Katy by the end 
of the year. The restaurant will carry classic American food like burgers and fries as 
well as Tex-Mex favorites and gyros. Bands, dance groups and DJs will perform on the 
weekends. Family-friendly events like movie nights and karaoke will also be regularly 
held. www.vortexsportsgrill.com 

 COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES, 
KARA MCINTYRE AND R. HANS MILLER

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.

12  Atami Xpress will open a new location 
in Katy Asian Town at 23119 Colonial Park-
way, Ste. A in Katy in August or September. 
The restaurant will feature Japanese cuisine 
similar to dishes at the company’s other 
restaurant, Atami Steak and Sushi, at 549 
S. Mason Road, Katy. The details of the 
menu are currently under development.              
281-398-8885. www.atamisteaksushi.com 

13  Mala Sichuan Bistro is expected 
to open this August at 23119 Colonial 
Parkway, Ste. C-2 in Katy Asian Town. The 
restaurant will feature a sichuan menu that 
includes simple dishes like fried rice and 
chow mein as well as more traditional dish-
es such as shredded pork with wood ear 
mushrooms and Chinese eggplant in spicy 
garlic sauce. The restaurant has two other 
Greater Houston locations.  
www.malasichuan.com 

14  Twin Liquors will open a new location 
later this summer at The Market at Cross 
Creek Ranch. The new location at 27120 
Fulshear Bend Drive, Fulshear will feature 
a variety of wine, beer and spirits. Twin 
Liquors also provides a catering service to 
its customers. www.twinliquors.com 

RELOCATIONS

15  Alamo Drafthouse Cinema held its 
soft opening July 4 at 2702 Commercial 
Center Blvd., Ste. K-100 at the LaCenterra 
shopping center in Katy. The new location 
features eight high definition screens and 
offers food and drink in each theater. The 
location offers dozens of beers on tap and 
features a collection of artisan whiskeys for 
movie-goers over 21 to enjoy. This location 
replaces the Alamo Drafthouse at 531 
Mason Road, which closed June 21.  
281-492-6900. www.drafthouse.com 

16  Top Knot Hair Design, located at 
23930 Westheimer Parkway, Katy, expects 
to relocate to 6356 South Peek Road, Ste. 
1000 by early September. Owner Jaime 
Quash said because business has been 
growing faster than anticipated, they need 
to move to a larger suite. The salon offers 
standard hair care and design services, 
including color, cut, keratin treatments and 
extensions. 832-361-2674.  
www.facebook.com/topknothair   

ANNIVERSARIES

17  Blue Lagune Therapy opened July 3, 
2017 at 1115 Avenue D, Katy. The physical 
therapy office offers physical and aquatic 
therapies as well as lymphatic drainage 
therapies for patients who have undergone 
knee, hip or shoulder surgeries; patients 
with fibromyalgia; or other conditions. 
Aquatic therapy places the patient in water 
to counteract gravity working on the body. 
Blue Lagune Therapy has four to five physi-
cal therapists and therapist assistants at its 
11,000-square foot facility, which includes 
a 2,500-square foot heated swimming 
pool. 281-712-4835.  
www.bluelagunetherapy.com

18  Wellspring Pediatric Dentistry 
opened July 11 of last year at 2780 FM 1463, 
Ste. 203, Katy. Owned by dentist Nisha 
Mehta, the practice offers comprehensive 
pediatric dental services, including clean-
ings, exams, preventive care, extractions 
and in-office sedation. 281-849-3003. 
www.wellspringpediatricdentistry.com

19  Lapels Dry Cleaning, located at 
5102 FM 1463, Katy, celebrated its one-
year anniversary June 30. The business 
offers standard dry-cleaning services, 
as well as alterations, gown preserva-
tion, rug cleaning, shoe repair and more. 
Free delivery of cleaned garments is also 
offered. The business uses environmen-
tally-friendly detergents made from liquid 
silicone.281-849-1640. www.mylapels.com 

20  Mo’s Irish Pub opened May 31, 2017 
at 23511 I-10 in Katy. The restaurant and 
sports bar’s menu features sandwiches, 
salads, burgers, appetizers, desserts and 
grilled entrees. Traditional dishes include 
corned beef and cabbage and shepherd’s 
pie. The pub is also a live music venue that 
regularly features local acts. 281-665-3535.
www.mosirishpub.com/katy 

IN THE NEWS

21  The Farmer’s Market at LaCenterra 
is back, according to the LaCenterra at 

Cinco Ranch website and LaCenterra staff. 
Local vendors and artisans selling honey, 
cheese, fresh eggs, seasonal vegetables, 
local produce and baked goods and will be 
stationed at 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy 

July 22. Markets occur the fourth Sunday of 
each month from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Interested 
vendors can sign up at  www.yourneighbor-
hoodfarmersmarket.com. 281-395-5533.                                          
www.lacenterra.com. 
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Bob Miles
281.797.1600

Mary Kiesewetter
713.725.0108

Linda Wade Team
281.492.5951

Expect BetterSM from your Katy neighbors!
As your neighbors, who better to tell the story 

of our community and your home.
Put our energy, enthusiasm and market expertise 

to work for you, 
getting you the results you deserve!
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KEEP YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY WITH 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL PHYSICALS

houstonmethodist.org/pcg  |  713.394.6638

Our primary care doctors make your family their top priority. 
Get a jump-start on the school year or sports season by scheduling 
annual physicals for the whole family. Our family medicine doctors 
provide personalized care to children, adolescents and adults, 
including immunizations and preventive care.

Many of our practices:
• Provide online scheduling

• Offer same-day appointments

• Are conveniently located close to work or home

• Accept most major insurance plans
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IMPACTS

NOW OPEN

1  Victoria’s Mexican Grill & Bar held a 
grand opening on May 27 at 2300 S. Mason 
Road, Ste. 100, Katy. The family-owned 
restaurant provides authentic Mexican 
food and is open from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Sun-
day-Thursday and 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 346-307-7184. 
www.facebook.com/mexicangrill2

2  Kabobish Cafe & Grill opened at 
5205 S. Mason Road, Ste. 100, Katy in late 

waiian Classic, a Poke bowl with ahi tuna, 
green and sweet onions, ogo seaweed, cu-
cumber, chili fl akes, sesame seeds, roasted 
sesame oil, Hawaiian salt and pokeworks 
classic sauce. 281-206-7160. 
www.pokeworks.com 

4  Candy Shack Daiquiris held its grand 
opening on April 21 at 2340 N. Fry Road, 
Katy. Known for its candy-topped and 
unique daiquiris, the company still main-
tains the traditional New Orleans daiquiri 
and also offers non-alcoholic options. The 
restaurant also offers dishes like chicken 
and waffl es, catfi sh and fries and fi sh tacos. 
346-251-5187. 
www.candyshackdaiquiris.com 

5  Nightlight Pediatric Urgent Care 
opened its eighth location at 22720 Morton 
Ranch Road, Ste. 150, Katy on June 20. The 
urgent care facility provides after-hours 
pediatric care for children and young adults 
up to age 21 including fever management 
and education, cold and fl u treatment, 
fractures, sprains, wart removal, stomach 
pains and more. The clinic also offers tele-
medicine to add convenience for patients. 
832-321-5848. 
www.nightlightpediatrics.com

6  Sacred Leaf, located at 1603 N 
Westgreen Blvd., Katy, hosted its grand 
opening on June 23. The cannabidiol (CBD) 
store, the fi rst of its kind in the Houston 
area, is open Monday to Saturday from 9 
a.m.-7 p.m. and Sunday from noon-6 p.m. 
and offers products such as CBD capsules, 
gummies, lotions, edibles and more. 281-
206-7416. www.houstontexascbd.com  

ANNIVERSARIES

7  The UPS Store located at 22720 
Morton Ranch Road in Katy celebrates its 
fi rst anniversary Aug. 7. Owned by locals 
Carol Bolin and Ambe Hoffman, the UPS 
location offers shipping, packing, printing 
and mailing needs as well as fax and notary 
services. 832-321-8511. 
www.theupsstorelocal.com/6872 

8  iLucky Dog Pet Campus opened in 
July 2017 at 21725 Clay Road in Katy. The 
business offers dog boarding, day care, 

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

Map not to scale N

May. The restaurant specializes in Mediter-
ranean and Afghan dishes offering specialty 
platters and kabob plates. Grand opening 
specials will start in mid-July, according to 
the restaurant owner. 832-321-3268. 
www.kabobishcafe.com

3  Pokeworks opened at 21788 I-10, 
Ste. 700 in Katy on June 28. The Hawaiian 
and Asian fusion restaurant offers a variety 
of Pacifi c dishes including sushi and Poke 
bowls and fusion dishes like sushi burritos. 
Staff said the most popular dish is the Ha-

grooming and training. Amenities include 
veterinary services and a dog park with two 
splash pads and a bone-shaped pool. Tech-
nology allows dog owners to receive email 
and text updates during their pets’ stays 
with access to GPS tracking and access to 
private video conferencing. 832-321-3222. 
www.iluckydog.net 
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 COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES, 
KARA MCINTYRE AND R. HANS MILLER

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.
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713-865-0733 | Chesmar.com
Chesmar Homes in Elyson

from the $240s

T H E  F O C U S  I S  O N  W H A T  I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  Y O U !

STARBUCKS
GIFT CARD!

Come by for a tour
 to receive a 

713-865-0733 | Chesmar.com

STARBUCKS
!

Come by for a tour
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LOCAL EVENTS

JULY 19 

Attend the UHV at Katy 
open house 
The University of Houston-Victoria’s Katy 
satellite location hosts an open house 
from 4-7 p.m. on July 19. Those inter-
ested in attending can learn about new 
programs and transfer requirements. 
Free. 2002 W. Grand Parkway N., Katy. 
281-396-3700. www.uhv.edu/Katy

JULY 20

W atch a drum corps show
Nationally known marching band ensem-
ble and Marching Music’s Major Leagu e 
Drum Corps International performs at 
Legacy Stadium for the Tour of Cham-
pions. 5:30-11 p.m. Tickets range from 
$33-$58. 1830 Katyland Drive, Katy. 
281-237-3596. www.dci.org/events/
tour-of-champions-texas

JULY 22

Check out the farmers 
market at LaCenterra
Local vendors and artisans selling honey, 
cheese, fresh eggs, seasonal vegetables 
and more are stationed at LaCenterra at 
Cinco Ranch July 22. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. 281-395-
5533. www.lacenterra.com

JULY 21

Get crafty at 
a decor workshop 
Board and Brush hosts a Christmas in 
July workshop for guests to customize 
their own holiday signs. 6:30-9:30 
p.m. $65. 1315 W. Grand Parkway 
S., Ste. 104, Katy. 281-914-5348.                                                
www.boardandbrush.com  

COURTESY BOARD AND BRUSH 

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, business openings, 
meetings and more in the months of July and August

Find more or submit Katy events at communityimpact.com/kty-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

JULY 28

Drink beer, play pickleball
Pickle & Pints hosts an open-play pick-
leball social mixer at No Label Brewery. 
Adults age 21 and older receive a free 
beer with registration. 5-8 p.m. $13 
(adults,) $7 (children). 5351 First Street, 
Katy. 281-693-75 45. www.facebook.
com/events/275930889643076 

COURTESY PICKLES & PINTS

JULY 22

Ride in a cycling race
The Northwest Cycling Club hosts the 
annual Katy Flat Land Century Ride. The 
ride starts at Paetow High School and 
offers fi ve routes. Lunch and showers 
available after. 5:30 a.m.-4 p.m.  $35-$50 
(registration  and lunch). 23111 Stock-
dick School Road, Katy. 281-391-5500. 
 http://kfc.bike/index.php/registration 
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KATY
SEALY

CYCLING 
ROUTE

JULY 21

Shop locally at 
Katy Market Day 
Grab some friends and enjoy local ven-
dors, music, art, antiques and more at 
the monthly Katy Market Day. This event 
occurs on the third Saturday of every 
month through November. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Free. 5717 Second St., Katy. 
281-391-1993. www.katymarketday.com

535 E. Fernhurst, Ste. 205, Katy, TX 77450 · yourbestbodytoday.com · 832-919-7932

Freeze Your Fat Away
at Your Best Body Today

Contrast Contouring™ & HiFU Conturing™
Contrast Contouring™ - $499 per area
HiFU Contouring™ - $799 for Neck & Face
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 COMPILED BY  KARA MCINTYRE

AUG. 10 

Go to a back-to-school 
tailgate and help your 
local YMCA 
No Label Brewing Co. hosts it fi fth ann u-
al Back to School Summer Tailgate. All 
proceeds go to Katy area YMCAs. 
6-10 p.m. $20. Free (children under 12 
years old). 5351 First St., Katy. 281-693-
7545. www.katysummertailgate.org 

AUG. 11

Attend a summer luau 
The Brazilian Women Foundation hosts 
a Luau Party at The Wildcatter Saloon to 
celebrate the summer. 7-11 p.m. $5 (ad-
vance tickets), $10 (door tickets). 26913 
I-10, Katy. 281-392-2337. 
www.eventbrite.com/e/luau-party-tick-
ets-45858656476

JULY 24

Join Pages by the Pint 
The Katy Branch Public Library hosts the 
Pages by the Pint book club at No Label 
Brewery. The book selection for the 
month is “The Circle” by Dave Eggers, 
which can be picked up at the library’s 
front desk. 8-9:30 p.m. Free. 5351 First 
Street, Katy. 281-391-3509.www.hcpl.
net/location/katy-branch-library 

JULY 28

Catch some live music 
at the Wildcatter 
Rock ‘n roll, Houston-based band The 
Dirty Reckless will perform. 8-11:30 p.m. 
Guests age 21 and older cost $7 (presale 
tickets), $10 (door tickets). Guests under 
age 21 cost $10 (presale tickets), $15 (door 
tickets). 26913 I-10, Katy. 281-392-2337    
www.wildcattersaloon.com 

AUG. 10

See Koe Wetzel live 
Mo’s Place hosts country band sensa-
tion Koe Wetzel on Aug. 10. Must be 21 
years old to enter. Proper attire required. 
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. and showtime is 
at 10 p.m. $15 (Standing room only), $20 
(reserve seating). 21940 Kingsland Blvd., 
Katy. 281-392-3499. www.outhousetick-
ets.com/event/event10641

AUG. 10 

Celebrate Growler USA’s 
two-year anniversary 

The Katy location’s anniversary party 
runs from 11 a.m.- 1 a.m. and features 
beer and food specials. Special beer taps 
are offered every hour beginning at 4 
p.m. Free. 1443 FM 1463, Ste. 100, Katy. 
281-396-4277.  www.growlerusa.com 

COURTESY GROWLER USA

JULY 31

Learn about animals and 
pet them at the libr ary 
The Katy Branch Library hosts a petting 
zoo event with Wild Things Zoofari, the 
largest educational animal program in 
Texas. Tickets handed out one hour prior 
to event. 2:30-3:30 p.m Free.  5414 Franz 
Road, Katy. 281-391-3509.  www.hcpl.
net/location/katy-branch-library

JULY 28

Celebrate Christmas in Ju ly 
to help cancer patients
Nonprofi t Stuff the Sleigh hosts a 
Christmas in July event benefi ting Texas 
Children’s Hospital pediatric cancer 
patients and their siblings . Donations of 
school supplies, new clothes and money 
are needed. 2-4 p.m . 24401 I-10, Katy. 
512-966-8804. www.thesleigh.org 

See a list of full events at communityimpact.com/events.

JULY 28

Get CPR certifi ed 
Cane Island hosts a CPR certifi cation 
class at its amenity center. Attendees 
learn CPR basics to keep family safe this 
summer. 10:30 a.m.-noon. Registration 
is $35 for adults and children. 2100 Cane 
Island Parkway, Katy. 281-725-6555. 
https://caneisland.com/lifestyle/
events/  

WORTH THE TRIP  JULY 28

Attend the annual 
Beer Fest 
The Greater Houston’s Beer Festival is 
held July 28 at White Oak Music Hall. A 
variety of beers, arts and crafts, food 
trucks and more will be provided. 
1-10 p.m. Free admission through 4 p.m. 
with RSVP. $10.50 (after 4 p.m.). 2915 N. 
Main St., Houston. 713-998-0079  

AUG. 10

Watch a movie 
at VFW Park 
The City of Katy’s Parks and Recre-
ation Department is hosting the fi nal 
Katy’s Summer Nights event from 8-11 
p.m. on Aug. 10. Free. 6202 George 
Bush Drive, Katy. 281-391-4840.                                     
www.cityofkaty.co m 

COURTESY CITY OF KATY PARKS & RECREATION

JULY 28, 29

Listen to live music 
at Typhoon Texas 
Head out to the waterpark for live music. 
Stephen Chadwick Band performs at 
6:30 p.m. on July 28 and Susan Hickman 
performs at 4 p.m. on July 29. Prices 
vary. 555 Katy Fort Bend Road, Katy. 
832-426-7071. www.typhoontexas.com

COURTESY TYPHOON TEXAS

CALL 
US TODAY!

281.392.8833
1010 Greenbusch Rd.  Katy, Texas 77494 | www.lagunapools.com

In business since 1973

Design center hours are 9:30 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Saturday

Covered Pati os | Outdoor Kitchens | Fire Pits
Fireplaces | Landscaping | Remodeling

Come visit our design center
with 9 beauti ful display pools
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21751 Cimarron Parkway, Katy, TX 77450
(832) 321-4704 • theavalon-katy.com

Where we treat you like family
Brand new

Locally Owned
Pets Welcome

Centrally located in South Katy

A  5 5 +  A PA R T M E N T  C O M M U N I T Y

10
99
TOLL

S. Mason Rd.

Cimarron Pkwy.

The Avalon Apartments

GREAT SUMMER 
SPECIALS

ONE MONTH 
FREE

With a 12 mo. lease. 
Contract must be signed 

by 8/31/18. Call 
o�  ce for details.

Westpark

Toll Road
1093

1093

529

Clay Road

359

10

1463

G
ra

nd
 P

ar
kw

ay

1

2

4

359

Ba
rk

er
  C

yp
re

ss
 R

oa
d

Fr
y 

Ro
ad

8

3

5

1. Cinco Ranch  
Final Opportunities! 
From the $575s 
281-249-7739

2. The Reserve at  
Silver Ranch 
Coming Soon! 
713-574-5048

3. Jordan Ranch 
Jordan Ranch 45' 
From the $255s 
Jordan Ranch 70' 
From the $380s 
281-249-7740

4. Cane Island 
Deer Creek/ 
Elmwood Trails 
From the $290s 
281-249-7795 
Oak Pointe and The Trails 
Final Opportunities! 
From the $365s  
281-249-7796 
Quail Park 
Now Selling! 
From the $380s 
281-249-7796

 

5. Elyson 
From the $325s

     281-249-7802

Home is where you build memories for life. 
That’s why we’re here to help first-time home buyers create the 
ideal environment to spend time with the people who matter 
most. Our EnergySaverTM homes save on energy usage and 
our FlexSpaceSM options allow your home to grow with your 
family. Let us  you turn your dream into your “forever home”. 
That’s The Weekley Way!

“David Weekley EnergySaver™ Homes” is a trademark of Weekley Homes, LLC, which describes certain features and criteria designed to reduce energy consumption and the resulting environmental impact. It does not infer sponsorship, approval, or affiliation with any other 
program or green building certification other than those specifically stated in the product features, warranty or contract. Environments For Living® is a registered service mark of TopBuild Home Services. All-electric homes may not currently qualify for Environments For Living 
certification or the heating and cooling usage guarantee. See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. 
Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2018 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA98175)

David Weekley Homeowners 
Zach, Lily & Jennifer Kolhoff

 Now selling in Cane Island - Quail Park!

Celebrating life’s biggest steps

LOCAL. NO CONTRACT.
PEST CONTROL COMPANY.

INITIAL SERVICE
AND/OR INITIAL
MOSQUITO
TREATMENT

$20 
OFF 

Keeping Homes and Businesses Pest Free Since 1983

ASK ABOUT OUR MOSQUITO TREATMENTS

281.395.3900
frontierexterminating.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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1  Spring Green Boulevard 
roundabout  

The roundabout, once completed, will 
connect Spring Green Boulevard to Cinco 
Trace Drive, Crossover Road and Katy 
Flewellen Road. According to Fort Bend 
County Engineer Stacy Slawinski, a single 
lane of the roundabout and the Spring 
Green north connector opened Ju ly 9. The 
project had an original completion date 
of July 2018, but Slawinski said that has 
been pushed back due to changes in the 

All information on this page was updated as of 
6/26/18. News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.
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RECENT UPDATES

HOW IT WORKS

Why do road 
construction 
companies want to 
finish projects early?
The quick answer is incentives and 
disincentives. Many major construction 
projects with the Texas Department of 
Transportation call for the construction 
company to receive a bonus for predeter-
mined milestones and again if t hey fi nish 
a project and open the road, highway or 
bridge signifi cantly early.

Construction companies start to lose 
profi t if they are on the wrong side of 
the construction fi nish deadline.

According to the Texas A&M University 
Transportation Institute, one of the 
larger incentives given for a project was 
the $2.64 billion Katy f reeway recon-
struction project that affected travel for 
approximately 280,000 vehicles per day.

A 24/7 schedule was adopted by the 
construction company for that project, 
and the early fi nish had TxDOT paying 
$50.9 million for meeting milestones. 
Early completion meant another $7.5 
million in bonuses paid. The amount 
of milestone and completion bonuses 
equaled about 2.4 percent of the total 
project cost, according to Texas A&M.

COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNESTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

contract and utility delays. Slawinski said 
the contractor will continue constructing 
connections to Cinco Trace, Katy Flewellen 
and Spring Green South through the end 
of August. 

Timeline: January-Aug. 31  

Cost: $4.4 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County, 
Newland Homes

2  Cane Island Parkway extension

This project concerns a two-lane road 
under construction that will connect Cane 
Island Parkway and FM 1463 just south of 
I-10 in Katy. Offi cials from Fort Bend Coun-

ty said the existing curve at FM 1463 will 
be replaced with a signalized intersection. 
Slawinski said crews are still working on the 
intersection at FM 1463 as of June 26. The 
completion date has been pushed from July 
to the end of August. 

Timeline: July 2017-August 2018 

Cost: $8.7 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County, city 
of Katy, Ventana Development

3  Katy Flewellen from Gaston Road to 
Spring Green roundabout

The project will widen the existing two-lane 
asphalt roadway to a four-lane divided con-
crete boulevard with underground storm-
water drainage. The city of Katy is waiting 
for Fort Bend County to construct the Katy 
Flewellen at Gaston Road intersection 
before the city proceeds with the construc-
tion of Gaston Road from Katy Flewellen to 
Spring Green, according to Slawinski. Ad-
ditional right of way along Katy Flewellen 
is being acquired as of late June. Slawinski 
said Katy Flewellen is scheduled to begin 
construction in mid-2019, but that is de-
pendent upon utility relocations. 

Timeline: Construction scheduled to 
begin in mid-2019 

Cost: $7.4 million 

Funding source: Fort Bend County

4  Mason and Franz roads intersection 
improvements

New northbound and southbound dual left 
turn lanes will be installed at North Mason 
Road. The eastbound and westbound left 
turn lanes will be extended, and a traffi c 
signal will be replaced. The original June 
completion date has been pushed back to 
the end of July after utility delays with the 
contractor Paul Hawkins, Harris County 
Precinct 3 Project Manager said. Hawkins 
said after the new traffi c signal is opera-
tional, the old signal poles will be removed 
from the median, and the fi nal paving  for 
the northbound and southbound left turn 
lane construction will be completed.

Timeline: February-end of July 

Cost: $950,000

Funding source: Harris County
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Because  
hurting your 

arm shouldn’t 
cost an arm 
and a leg. From headaches and sore throats to x-rays and lab work, and everything in  

between, get the care you need quick and easy at Next Level Urgent Care.

Cinco Ranch 
Open 7am-9pm, 7 days a week

10705 Spring Green Blvd Suite 600
Katy, TX 77494

Katy 
Open 9am-9pm, 7 days a week

1420 Katy Fort Bend Road
Katy, TX 77493

nextlevelurgentcare.com
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Tummy Tuck • Liposuction • Body Contouring 
Breast Augmentation • Breast Lift •  Botox, 

Restylane •  Juvederm •  Blepharoplasty  
Brazilian Butt Lift •  Arm Lift

281.579.5638 
21720 Kingsland Blvd #303A
Katy, TX 77450

WWW.TEXASSURGICALARTS.COM

 R. M. Bonnor MD, FACS

BREAST AUGMENTATION SPECIAL

Tummy Tuck • Liposuction • Body Contouring 
Breast Augmentation • Breast Lift •  Botox, 

Restylane •  Juvederm •  Blepharoplasty  

BREAST AUGMENTATION SPECIALMake th is 
Summer your 
time to shine

*$6,300
*Cannot be combined with any other promotion.  
Limited time only. � is promotion is only valid 

for patients who medically qualify for breast 
augmentation surgery.

Fees Include:  Surgeon 
fees, Anesthesia, 
Implants, & Hospital

100% Financing Available

Surgery must be booked 
by 8/25/2018.

All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, 
programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not 
to scale, all dimensions are approximate and are intended to represent an artist’s depiction only of the existing and/or planned elements of Bonterra  at Cross Creek Ranch 
Community’s current proposed development concepts. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features 
or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where 
prior registration is required or if void by law. Bonterra at Cross Creek Ranch is an age-qualified Community intended for permanent occupancy of each household by at least one 
resident at least 55 or older under applicable state and federal laws, as well as the Community’s Declaration and no one under 19 in permanent residency. Please see a 
Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © May 2017, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

BonterraLiving.com
New Homes Mid $200s –$400s

Live the best of both worlds in Bonterra  
at Cross Creek Ranch. Savor exciting resident  

outings, plus enjoy convenient access to all of  
Cross Creek Ranch’s amazing amenities. Escape the 
ordinary and live greater than your age at Bonterra.

Contact Us: 281.780.4652  
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

8 MODEL HOMES NOW OPEN  •  ENJOY 55+ LIVING!   

I AM > 63
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carefree.
> 63
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New development will bring more retail, revenue, jobs to Katy  

Texas Heritage Marketplace set to break 
ground in 2020 off Pederson Road, I-10
BY R. HANS MILLER

NewQuest Properties will break 
ground in 2020 on a shopping center 
called Texas Heritage Marketplace 
in the southeast corner of I-10 and 
Pederson Road, said Austin Alvis, an 
associate at NewQuest Properties who 
is working on the project. 

A NewQuest Properties brochure on 
the development indicates the shop-
ping center will off er up to 450,000 
square feet of mixed-use retail space.

“Our timing is going to coincide 
with the delivery and completion of 
the Texas Heritage Parkway,” he said.

Texas Heritage Parkway, which 
runs from I-10 to FM 1093, is currently 
in development. Alvis said NewQuest 
has been told by the parkway’s devel-
opers it should be complete in late 
2020. NewQuest expects the roadway 
to attract customers for its tenants.

Potential retailers for the shopping 
center  are being recruited, he said, 

approached nor has it approached 
any retailers to work out any sort of 
incentives to attract new businesses 
to Texas Heritage Marketplace, 
though that may occur in the future. 
Any such deal, he said, would have to 
bring distinct benefi ts to the city and 
its resid ents. 

Aside from any deals that may 
arise as development moves forward, 
Brawner said he does expect the city 
to benefi t from having a new shop-
ping center. 

“It’s going to bring more retail 
establishments that will produce 
another income stream as far as sales 
tax. The other major thing—more 
jobs,” Brawner said. 

DEVELOPMENT
The new shopping center, Texas Heritage 
Marketplace, will be  located off I-10 and Pederson 
Road, which will eventually be part of the Texas 
Heritage Parkway  and drive traffi c to employ ers. 

average household 
income within 3 miles 

of the development

Will ser ve Cane Island, 
Cross Creek, Firethorne 

and Jordan Ranch 
subdivisions

of residential land in 
development

Beginning to 

BUSTLE

SOURCE: NEWQUEST PROPERTIES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Steakhouse, Chili’s and Olive Garden, 
according to NewQuest. Fast-food 
options being courted include Chik-
fi l-A, Whataburger and McDonald’s. 

Retailers being approached include 
Burlington, TJ Maxx and Petco. Alvis 
said these businesses have not con-
fi rmed, but have shown signifi cant 
interest in the shopping center. 

Katy Mayor Chuck Brawner said 
the city is aware of the proposed plan 
for the development. In 2015 the city 
annexed this property along with the 
property where the new Amazon loca-
tion was built in a limited purpose 
annexation to bring both develop-
ments into the city. 

Brawner said the city has not been 

$124,000
residents within a 

7-mile radius of the 
proposed site

186,618 

KINGSLAND BLVD.

but are reluctant to commit to the 
project until they see that the park-
way will be there to bring them the 
traffi  c they need. Anchor businesses 
for the site have not been confi rmed 
at this time.

“We’re talking to big-box anchors 
right now, but we intend to have 
a grocery store, soft  goods-type 
retailers, potentially entertainment 
anchors and fi tness anchors in the 
project,” Alvis said.  

Large nearby employers, such as 
the new Amazon fulfi llment center, 
Igloo and Rooms to Go, and a popu-
lation growth rate  of 138 percent from 
2010 to 2017 in a 3 mile radius of the 
development are being used to attract 
retailers. Alvis said the growth in the 
communities along the developing 
park way has also piqued interest in 
the shopping center.  

Potential restaurants that may come 
to the development include Longhorn 

ANNOUNCING OUR LATEST

Houston Edition
CLEAR LAKE | LEAGUE CITY | NASSAU BAY
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“ Cancer, we will 
defeat you”
Dr. Mehrad Adibi | Cancer Physician

At MD Anderson Cancer Center, we are the only 

hospital in Houston focused on one thing: ending 

cancer. Here, every patient has an integrated team  

of cancer experts who develop unique, customized 

treatment plans to fight their cancer and support staff 

that cares for their emotional and medical needs. Let us 

help you defeat cancer at one of our many convenient 

locations around Houston.

Appointments are available.  

Call 713-745-9940 or visit FindYourMDAnderson.com.

Ranked one of the top cancer 
centers in the nation for 29 years 
by U.S. News & World Report.
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The festival is held in the second weekend of October in downtown Katy. 

City officially renames historic event to ‘City of Katy Rice Festival ’

Katy to host 2018 annual historic festival 
after Chamber of Commerce cancellation

BY REBECCA HENNES

Aft er hosting the annual Rice Har-
vest Festival for 37 consecutive years, 
the Katy Area Chamber of Commerce 
announced June 13 it was forced to 
cancel this year’s event due to low 
attendance in recent years and a lapse 
in leadership. A day later, the city 
offi  cially announced it would host the 
festival. 

“It boils down to the fact that the 
festival is a huge project with many 
moving parts that have to be planned 
and managed,” Marcus Henneke, 
chairman for the Katy Area Cham-
ber of Commerce wrote in an email.   
“There are over 100 volunteers and 
1,000-plus volunteer hours to manage 
to put on the event,” 

Former President Ann Hodges 
 left  the chamber in late April, and 
chamber offi  cials said putting on the 
festival would be nearly impossible 

without a president at the helm. 
“The chamber is primarily a volun-

teer organization, and the president is 
the one who has planned and man-
aged all those parts,” he said.

Henneke said the chamber is actively 
searching for a new president but does 
not have a timeline on when a new 
hire will be made. The chamber has 
undergone several changes over the last 
few months, including the chamber’s 
relocation from its LaCenterra offi  ce to 
555 Park Grove in mid-June.

Henneke said the low attendance 
seen at last year’s festival also played a 
part in the decision to cancel the event. 
The chamber was unable to provide 
attendance numbers as of press time. 

Aft er news of the cancellation spread, 
the city of Katy announced June 14 it 
had planned to take over the festival 
and renamed it to the “City of Katy Rice 
Festival.” 

“Our goal is to bring the festival 
back to its original form,” Katy Mayor 
Chuck Brawner said in a press release. 
“It will be a family-orien ted [sic] 
event with only quality arts and craft  
vendors, live music, excellent food 
and drinks and fun for the whole fam-
ily—an event that the city of Katy, our 
residents and businesses and visitors 
would be proud of.”

The festiva l’s mission is to give 
back to the community and help raise 
funds for over 60 nonprofi t organiza-
tions as well as Katy ISD high schools. 
Last year, KISD high schools that 
volunteered at the event raised $2,000 

for senior projects, Henneke said. 
The city approved $78,000 in hotel 

occupancy tax funds June 9 that will 
be used to help fund the festival. In 
previous years, funding for the festival 
was based on vendor fees, tickets and 
drink sales, Henneke said. 

Henneke said is unsure if the cham-
ber will reclaim oversight of the festival  
but is grateful the city stepped in.

“We think the city will do a great job 
hosting the festival,” Henneke said. 

Those interested in sponsorships 
or volunteering may contact director 
of tourism and public relations  Kayce 
Reina at kreina@cityofk aty.com. 
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The Cane Island Welcome Center is located at 2100 Cane Island Parkway in Katy. 
We are open seven days a week. 281-725-6555

H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  $ 2 6 0 s  –  M I D  $ 1 M s

EVERYONE AT CANE ISLAND HAS THEIR THING. Check out 

caneisland.com  to learn more about this one-of-a-kind community. What’s your thing? to learn more about this one-of-a-kind community. What’s your thing?
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*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Expires 8/31/2018.  
Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions. Learn more at shelfgenie.com

Schedule your free design consultation

(281) 916-6409   

Simplify your kitchen with custom pull-out  
shelves for your existing cabinets.

EASY ACCESS MEANS EASY LIVING.

GRAND REOPENING: 50% OFF INSTALLATION*
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BY KARA MCINTYRE

Fort Bend County Commis-
sioners Court approved the 
continuation of a countywide, 
18-mont hlong watershed study 
June 5. The study will give 
the county a framework for 
developing a long-term bond 
program to fund improve-
ments and prevent losses from 
future storms like Hurricane 
Harvey,  offi  cials said. 

All of the county’s streams, 
creeks, bayous, drainage 
districts, levee districts and 
infrastructure within the 
watershed will be studied. 
During a legislative update 
speech in late June, Fort Bend 
County Judge Robert Hebert 
said county engineers have 
told him the county needs 
about $369 million in bonds 
to address all of the needed 
drainage improvements.

“I’m not going to ...  ask 
my court to ask the voters to 
approve $369 million when 
I don’t know not only how it 
will be spent  but [also] what 
impact it will have on improv-
ing the watershed,” Hebert 
said. “We have to do our own 
work, and that’s what this 
study is going to do.”

There are fi ve main phases 
to the watershed stud y: the 
Brazos River erosion study; 
updating fl ood   plain maps 
and master drainage plans; 
monitoring federal Barker Res-
ervoir studies; updating drain-
age criteria; and reviewing 

potential sites for regional 
drainage facilities.

Hebert said the court 
anticipates the study will cost 
approximately $1.7 million 
but said the county plans to 
budget $3 million in case of 
unforeseen damage  expendi-
tures. Hebert and Mark Vogler, 
chief engineer and general 
manager of the Fort Bend 
County Drainage District, said 
the study could end up high-
lighting drainage issues not 
previously considered.

 “Until we do this study and 
see what we’re doing right and 
what we’re doing wrong, it’ll 
be hard to say just how long 
it’ll take or how much it’ll 
cost,” Vogler said. 

There is one particular area 
of concern in Katy: the Barker 
Reservoir. Hebert has also 
been traveling to Washington, 
D.C., to speak with  senatorial 
and house delegation about 
clearing up some gray areas 
in the Clean Water Act and the 
U.S. Army Co rps of Engineers’ 

to spend money, but we’re 
not going to go to the people 
asking them to support bonds 
until we’ve done our home-
work and we can intelligently 
explain what we’re going to 
do with the money.”

ENVIRONMENT

 The watershed study Fort Bend County is 
progressing with will assess all of its 

watersheds, streams, bayous and 
drainage districts .

DRY BAYOU-
BRAZOS RIVER
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CREEK-BRAZOS
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CLEAR 
CREEK-FRONTAL 
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MIDDLE 
OYSTER 
CREEK

MUSTANG 
BAYOU

Vogler said Atlas 14 could 
change the county’s fl ood 
plain maps and aff ect the 
study. He said the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency should fund Atlas 14.

“If [FEMA doesn’t fund 
Atlas 14], we need to priori-
tize what would be the most 
signifi cant watersheds and 
update our master drainage 
plans,” Vogler said. “Atlas 14 
is not public yet, so we can’t 
move forward with all of the 
aspects of the study, but small 
parts of each of the projects 
can still be done.”

Hebert emphasized the 
importance of the study and 
what it can do for the county 
in terms of storm preparation 
and addressing drainage 
issues and infrastructure.

“The watershed study is a 
necessary fi rst step to identify 
those projects that we need 
to spend money on moving 
forward to make this county 
better able to withstand Har-
vey-type storms,” Hebert said. 
“We know we’re going to have 

Study will help identify projects for a potential flood mitigation bond package
New study aims to prep county for next Harvey 

defi nition of drainage ditches. 
“We’re not waiting for this 

study to act in certain aspects 
[regarding] the Barker Reser-
voir and the obvious threat it 
[p oses] to property owners on 
the backside of that reservoir,” 
Hebert said.

The Commissioners Court 
issued a lawsuit in May 
against the Corps  seeking a 
federal court order to stop it 
from storing water on private 
property outside its jurisdic-
tion. Hebert said the lawsuit 
will be used in conjunction 
with the watershed study to 
bring a recommendation to the 
public for a potential bond. 

“The work ... that the federal 
government plans to do will 
actually solve our problems, 
and if they don’t, we will speak 
out loudly and longly,” Hebert 
said. “We just cannot stand by 
and let the federal government 
use private property without 
just cause, due process and 
fair compensation as the law 
states.”

The National Weather Ser-
vice will release a new report 
in September or October 
called Atlas 14, which could 
potentially change what a 
100-year storm looks like for 
Fort Bend County, Vogler said.   
The term “100-year storm” is a 
term used to simplify the defi -
nition of a rainfall event that 
statistically has a 1 percent 
chance of occurring in any 
given year.

UPPER 
SAN BERNARD 

RIVER

MIDDLE SAN 
BERNARD 

RIVER

o f  F o r t  B e n d  C o u n t y
watersheds

 The countywide watershed study 
encompasses several items that 
will address drainage issues in 
preparation for the next storm.  

Determine Harvey’s total 
impact on Fort Bend. 

Prioritize areas needing 
erosion protection on the 
Brazos River. 

Develop a new Brazos River 
fl ood plain master plan 
either by use of levee or fi ll.

Monitor all studies 
regarding Barker Reservoir 
and determine potential 
effects  to residents.

Update Fort Bend County 
drainage criteria manual to 
incorporate Atl as 14.

Evaluate potential sites for 
regional detention facilities.

SOURCE: FORT BEND 
COUNTY/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

What is in the study?
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“THE WATERSHED 
STUDY IS A NECESSARY 
FIRST STEP TO IDENTIFY 
THOSE PROJECTS THAT 
WE NEED TO SPEND 
MONEY ON MOVING 
FORWARD TO MAKE THIS 
COUNTY BETTER ABLE 
TO WITHSTAND HARVEY-
TYPE STORMS.”

— ROBERT HEBERT, FORT BEND 
COUNTY JUDGE 

A� ordable treatment for 
erectile dysfunction and 
male enhancement
Drug-free. Needle-free. Surgery-free.

Call 281-519-7826 today for a free consultation!
16000 Park Ten Place, Suite 802, Houston, TX 77084
completemalesolutions.com
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Parents have until Nov. 30 to submit input

Katy ISD explores six new 
attendance boundary line 
modifications for 2019-20

BY REBECCA HENNES

Katy ISD parents have until Nov. 30 to submit 
input on the newly proposed attendance boundary 
modifi cations for the 2019-20 school year that was 
presented to trustees at a June 18 work stu dy.

KISD Chief Operations Offi  cer Lee Crews said this 
year’s process for the boundary line  modifi cations 
included a standard review of campus capacities 
and will help prepare the district for the opening 
of two new schools: Elementary School No. 42 and 
Junior High School No. 16.

“This [attendance boundary modifi cation] 
coupled with the opening of these new campuses 
is intended to provide enrollment relief for Bethke 
Elementary, Tays Junior High, Wood Creek and Seven 
Lakes junior high schools,” Crews said. 

Parents can provide feedback on three diff erent 
options for elementary and junior high zoning.

Elementary schools located in the northwest quad-
rant of the district that could potentially be impacted 
by the elementary boundary modifi cations include 
Bethke, Hutsell, King and Windborn.

Junior high schools located in the northwest 
quadrant of the district that could potentially be 
aff ected are Beck, Cinco Ranch, Seven Lakes, Tays 
and Wood Creek. 

For both sets of options, option 1 is the most 
preferred by the district’s demographer, Population 
and Survey Analysts,  while option 3 provides for the 
minimal amount of rezoning , PASA offi  cials said.  

Some parents have expressed concern about the 
proposed changes. KISD parent Kami Brown said 
she lives within walking distance from Cinco Ranch 
Junior High, but the options would rezone her  chil-
dren to Beck Junior High. 

“I am not against Beck Junior high; I am against 
moving us away from a close school [th at we can 
walk to] to a school far enough away that would 

require busing,” Brown wrote in a Facebook po st 
from Community Impact Newspaper. “I think they 
could have done a better job at the options that 
would relieve other junior high schools but still 
keep children zoned to the schools that they are 
closest too.”

Other parents said they have children that will be 
aff ected by the rezoning but did not receive the sur-
vey. KISD spokesperson Maria DiPetta said the sur-
vey was sent out to parents who could potentially be 
impacted, but s he did not explain why some parents 
did not receive one. 

“If a parent feels they might be in the area 
aff ected they can take the survey by going to www.
katyisd.org and under the Highlights section they 

EDUCATION

Ju nior high school options:

Option 1 (preferred): 
Relieves Bethke 
Elementary by sending 
students to Hutsell or 
the new Elementary 
School No. 42. Option 
also pulls students 
zoned to the 23C land 
zon e into No. 42.

Option 1 (preferred): 
Relocates several of 
the students living in 
land-use zones which 
include  Seven Lakes, 
Wood Creek and Cinco 
Ranch junior high 
schools. Tays would see 
the most rezoning. 

Option 2: Provides for 
minimal changes. Leaves 
the new elementary 
school with an attendance 
zone that barely exceeds 
its capacity at the end of 
the projection period.

Option 2: Pulls more 
students from WoodCr eek 
to Cinco Ranch but still 
puts too many students at 
Cinco Ranch Junior High in 
the short term.

Option 3: Moves the 
students living in land 
use zone 22B from King, 
which is expecting to 
gain student transfers, 
to Windborn, which is 
expected to lose transfers.

Option 3: Leaves 
Cinco Ranch, Beck and 
Beckendorff untouched. 
Rezones students from 
Woodcreek and Seven 
Lakes to the new Junior 
Hig h 16. 

K AT Y  I S D ’ S  AT T E N D A N C E  B O U N D A R Y  M O D I F I C AT I O N S
Katy ISD is considering six options for attendance boundary 
modifi cations  for the 2019-20 school year. Option 1 for both 
elementary and junior high school boundary lines are preferred 
by the district’s demographer, Population and Survey Analysts. 

will fi nd the surveys for elementary and junior 
high,” DiPetta wrote in an email. 

Trustee Bill Lacy questioned aft er this ABM pro-
cess whether the district would have to make any 
future adjustments in the area south of I-10.

“By and large this sector of the district should be 
built out in the short term, and so that’s what we are 
hoping,” PASA’s chief data analyst Kris Pool said. 
“We are looking at meeting … spots for 2,000 addi-
tional students by 2027, so we might need to make 
some adjustments along the way. We don’t have any 
plans for any future facilities in the south aft er this.”

Trustees will review survey recommendations 
Sept. 17, and a fi nal recommendation will be consid-
ered Dec. 10.

Elementary school options:
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MEETINGS

Katy ISD
Meets the third and fourth 
Monday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. The next meeting is July 23. 
Education Support Complex, 
Board Room,
6301 S. Stadium Lane
Katy • 281-396-6000
www.katyisd.org

Katy ISD amends 
discipline plan to 
increase security 

Katy ISD Superintendent Lance Hindt 
will no longer preside over meetings

KATY ISD    In an eff ort to 
increase school safety and 
security the Katy ISD board of 
trustees approved changes to 
the district’s 2018-19 disci-
pline management plan and 
student code of conduct at the 
June 25 board meeting.

Some of the changes 
include adding topics from 
the discipline management 
plan to the student handbook. 
Bonnie Holland, the associate 
superintendent for Adminis-
tration, Governance and Legal 
Aff airs, said the changes focus 
on procedures as well as make 
the plan more reader-friendly.

One of the most notable 
changes includes the district’s 
decision to issue disciplinary 
action when secondar y-level 
students do not comply with 
ID badge requirements.

“With this coming year, 
for secondary students, if 
they are not wearing their 
badges or do not adhere to 
the guidelines there could be 
disciplinary consequences for 
that,” Holland said.

Aft er trustee Rebecca Fox 
questioned why the change 
did not apply to all students, 
such as elementary-age chil-
dren, Superintendent Lance 
Hindt said the district has had 
conversations about requiring 
students at those levels to 
wear their badge but will not 
issue disciplinary actions. 

KATY ISD  Katy ISD parents 
and community members 
can expect to see a new face 
sitting with the board of 
trustees at the July 23 meet-
ing. The district in early July 
confi rmed with Community 
Impact Newspaper that KISD 
Deputy Superintendent Ken-
neth Gregorski will preside 
over future board meetings 
while Superintendent Lance 
Hindt continues focusing 
on other initiatives for the 
district.

The district did not pro-
vide a timeframe for how 
long Gregorski will fi ll in for 
Hindt.

“As of now, the Deputy 
Superintendent will preside 
over Board meetings until 
further notice from the 
board,” KISD spokesperson 
Maria DiPetta wrote in an 
email. “The Katy ISD Deputy 
Superintendent will only be 
presiding over work study 
and regular board meet-
ings. This includes working 
directly with the superin-
tendent on board agenda 
preparation.”

Board President Courtney 
Doyle informed parents of 
the structural changes in a 
letter to KISD parents June 
26. In her letter, Doyle said 
Hindt will focus on other 
initiatives that include 
laying the groundwork for 
a smooth transition as the 
district prepares to secure its 

next superintendent. 
“The board is committed 

to securing a high quality 
leader who understands the 
needs of Katy ISD students 
and its growing commu-
nity,” DiPetta said.

According to the Texas 
Education Code and KISD 
Board Policy, it is not a 
requirement for the super-
intendent to preside over 
board meetings. The super-
intendent does not vote on 
agenda items.

“In the past, other Katy 
ISD superintendents have 
adopted this practice as a 
way to lay the groundwork 
for the smooth transition 
of a new superintendent,” 
DiPetta said. 

DiPetta said Hindt will 
focus on other initiatives 
which include: attendance 
boundary modifi cations, 
second year rollout of the 
KISD strategic design plan, 
as well as safety measures 
for schools and bullying 
awareness and prevention 
programs.

• Trench coats and oversized 
outerwear are banned 
from being worn inside 
school buildings.

• Devices or technology 
used to audio 
record another person 
and disrupts a classroom 
environment are banned. 

• E-cigarettes, or any other 
device that simulates smoking 
by using a mechanical heating 
element, battery, or electronic 
circuit to deliver nicotine or 
other substances are banned. 

• Secon dary-level students that 
do not wear their ID badges 
will face disciplinary action.

Katy ISD’s board of trustees approved several changes to its 2018-19 
discipline management plan June 25 in an effort to increase campus 
safety and security. Here are some of the most notable changes.

“My understanding is that 
we are going to ask the ele-
mentary to do it, but we are 
not going to tie a discipline to 
it,” Hindt said.  

District offi  cials said the ID 
badge changes would allow 
for more safety throughout 
KISD’s campuses. Another 
change bans oversized outer-
wear such as trench coats.

“Safety is the No. 1 issue 
here; that’s the reason why 
we took the trench coats—you 
can’t wear those in build-
ings,” Hindt said.

The district has also taken 
other measures to increase 
safety and confi rmed ahead 
of the June 25 meeting it 
will participate in the local 
architect fi rm PBK Architect’s 
fi rst-ever Texas School Safety 
& Security Council.

“Our very own Katy ISD 
Chief of Police Robert Jinks 
recently attended the council 
meeting on June 13 where 
numerous law enforcement 
agencies from across Texas 
came together to discuss 
ways to make campuses 

safer,” KISD spokesperson 
Maria DiPetta said. “PBK has 
designed several Katy ISD 
schools and we look forward 
to collaborating with them to 
improve the security mea-
sures at our schools.”

A third notable change 
includes a new timeline for 
determining whether a stu-
dent needs special education 
services. In previous years, 
aft er a parent requests an 
initial evaluation to deter-
mine if their child needs 
special education services, 
the district had to decide if an 
evaluation is needed “within 
a reasonable amount of time,” 
as stated in the former plan. 
The new plan calls for the dis-
trict to make a determination 
no later than the 15th school 
day aft er the date the school 
receives a parent’s initial 
request.

DiPetta said the discipline 
management plan document 
is still a work in progress and 
she expects to complete an 
FAQ on the changes to post to 
the KISD website soon.

NOTABLE DISCIPLINE PLAN CHANGES

SOURCE: KATY ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Katy ISD COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNESEDUCATION NOTES

Summer is here and that means it’s time 
for dental exams for the entire family. 
With more than a decade of experience 
treating families in the Katy area,  
McKaskle Family Dentistry cares for their 
patients as they do their own families. 
Make an appointment today! 

1437 FM 1463 
Suite 200
Katy, TX 77494
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Kingsland Blvd.FM
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WEST KATY

WWW.SMILEKATY.COM 281-599-8003

We love seeing new smiles!
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KEEPING YOU AT THE 
TOP OF YOUR GAME

When an injury has you sidelined, the world-class team of 
specialists at Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports 
Medicine will help you get back out there faster, with:

• Expertise to treat common to complex injuries

• Latest imaging and technology

• Advanced nonsurgical treatments

• Minimally invasive procedures

• State-of-the-art physical and occupational therapy

Schedule an appointment to discuss
your options with a specialist.
18400 Katy Freeway, Suite 200 | Houston, TX 77094
832.522.BONE (2663) | houstonmethodist.org/gameon

Baytown

Willowbrook

Texas Medical Center

West Houston-Katy

Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Clear Lake

Bellaire

Memorial City

Pearland

Conroe
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New American Furniture 
Warehouse to anchor Village 
at Katy, bring about 350 job s

City officials: Katy Town Park drainage 
pond to finish construction by Augus t

The city of Katy approved a $6 million sales 
tax abatement agreement with American 
Furniture Warehouse during its regular City 
Council meeting June 25. The store will bring 
about 350 jobs to the Katy area, Katy Mayor 
Chuck Brawner said.  

According to city documents, American 
Furniture Warehouse will open a warehouse 
showroom store in The Village at Katy, an 
84-acre planned development district located 
off  I-10 and Pin Oak Road.

The agreement provides $6 million in sales 
tax abatements to American Furniture Ware-
house over 18 years, according to city docu-
ments. Brawner said the abatement is perfor-
mance based, requiring American Furniture 
Warehouse to generate a certain amount of 
sales tax revenue. According to the agreement, 
more than $500,000 in sales tax must be 
generated by the furniture retailer before any 
rebates are given. The amount of the abate-
ment is capped at $6 million.

Brawner said the city expects to earn $36 
million in sales tax over the next 18 years in 

Andrew Alvis, an associate 
with NewQuest Properties, 
said the company expects 
Cross Creek Commons, 
located in the northwest 
corner of S. Fry Road and FM 
1463, to be complete by early 
fall 2019. 

An Aldi grocery store is 
anchoring the shopping 
center, which also includes 
a Cici’s Pizza and a Bahama 
Bucks. Alvis said NewQuest 
is currently working with 

Construction on the Town 
Park drainage pond, which 
the city broke ground on 
June 10, 2017, is expected to 
be complete by the fi rst week 
in August, barring weather 
delays, city of Katy engineer 
David Leyendecker said. 

The $3.1 million pond, 
which is located just north 
of Town Park Boulevard and 
is adjacent to Katy Hockley 
Cut Off  Road, will serve as 
both a fl ood mitigation tool 
and park spa ce, Katy Mayor 
Chuck Brawner said. 

Leyendecker said excava-
tion for the project is mostly 
complete, and the major-
ity of the remaining work 
involves landscaping and the 
installation of an up to 10-car 
parking lot. 

Brawner said the project 
has seen multiple weather 
delays since construction 
began due to events such 
as Hurricane Harvey and 

other rainy periods. He said 
that the benefi ts of having 
a drainage pond there have 
already been shown.

“It took some water in 
[during Harvey], which 
was good, then we’ve had a 
couple of other rains that it’s 
taken in,” Brawner said. 

Brawner said rain the 
week of June 18 caused 
nearly a week of delay in 
construction, but the city 
had asked Cooley Construc-
tion, the company excavat-
ing the pond, to expedite the 
project. 

“[Cooley has] moved some 
additional equipment in 
there to help speed th at pro-
cess up,” Brawner said.

COMPILED BY R. HANS MILLERDEVELOPMENT

addition to prop-
erty and inventory 
taxes from the 
new retailer. 

The new 
development will 
include two drain-
age ponds to assist with stormwater retention, 
according to concept artwork provided by the 
city. 

Other possible businesses at The Village at 
Katy include offi  ce complexes, commercial 
or service centers, shopping centers, hotels, 
medical facilities, a recreation center and 
self storage, with at least 70 percent of the 
street-facing portion being glass and masonry, 
according to the city’s zoning requirements. 

Brawner said the residents surveyed 
about the development had indicated they 
wanted the center to be presentable because 
many consider Pin Oak Road to be the main 
entrance to the city from I-10. 

Restrictions in the planned development 
district  will ensure the shopping center is not 
an eyesore and off ers something for everyone, 
Brawner said.

“I’m hoping [The Village at Katy] brings in 
some good restaurants and some other things 
that people will enjoy going to,” Brawner said. 

Remaining work on the Town Park drainage pond project includes 
adding grass, sidewalks, shade trees and a small parking lot.

Construction on Cross Creek Commons to finish in 14 mont hs
multiple other restaurants to 
try to bring them to Fulshear. 

“Hat Creek Burgers —I’d say 
there’s a 90 percent chance 
that they’re going in there. 
Then for that last pad site 
we’re looking at Andy’s 
Frozen Custard for that, and 
they’re … 70 percent likely to 
lease on that,” Alvis said. 

The shopping center is 
located directly across from 
the Second Baptist Church’s 
FM 1463 campus and will 

serve several master-planned 
communities, including Cross 
Creek Ranch, Westheimer 
Lakes and Cinco Ranch.

NewQuest is also planning 
four more unnamed devel-
opments within 5 miles of 
Fulshear, according to its 
website. 
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Lead Off and Earn Reward Points
After you open a Texas Bay Checking Account. 

Visit the 
Katy 

Branch to 
Open an 
Account

*Free gift provided at the time of opening a checking 
account. We reserve the right to substitute a gift or 
similar value. Membership is required before utilizing 
any Credit Union product or service by establishing a 
savings account with $1.

FREE Gift*, Rewards Program, Card 
Control with CardValet, Access to 
55,000 Surcharge-FREE ATMs, and 

Much More!

NMLS #280545

4747 FM 1463 Suite1000  |  Katy, TX 77494  |  texasbaycu.org   |   713-852-6700

1463

Pine Mill Ranch Rd.

N

Show your team spirit 
and earn rewards.

Texas Bay Credit Union is the Offi cial 
Credit Union of the Houston Astros.
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DENTAL IMPLANTS • PINHOLE • LANAP
LASER TREATMENT • EXTRACTIONS

New smile in ONE DAY

Dr. Syed Khalid, DDS
Dr. Tareq Beck, DDS M.S

11451 Katy Freeway, Ste. 105 • 713-465-8239
www.houstonlanap.com
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Dr.
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SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT TODAY!

New Patient Special

FREE EXAM
Expires in 30 days.

Newland Communities is the largest private developer of planned mixed-use communities in the United States. With our partner, North America Sekisui House, LLC, we believe it is our responsibility to create communities for people to live life in ways that matter most to them.  
www.newlandcommunities.com | www.nashcommunities.com. Prices, specifications, details and availability of Builder’s homes are subject to change without notice. 2018 © Elyson. All Rights Reserved. Elyson is a trademark of NASH FM529, LLC, and may not be copied, imitated or used, in whole 
or in part, without prior written permission. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

GOOD HOMES.
GOOD SCHOOLS.
GOOD PEOPLE.

23623 ELYSON FALLS DR, KATY TX 77493

281 - 640 -4004  |  ELYSON.COM

Welcome to Elyson. A new home 

community with Katy ISD schools.  

An on-site café. Miles of trails.  

A fitness center. Resort-style pool. 

Neighborhood gatherings and 

oh-so-much more. Start your tour 

at Elyson House & Café.

FROM THE $200s – $700s

12 BUILDERS  |  15 MODELS OPEN DAILY

STRADA ADVERTISING / 303.407.1976 COMMUNITY IMPACT/CY-FAIR 18-ELY-0618
GREAT GET-TOGETHER AD 4/6/18 9.1837 X 5.5416   4 C

18-ELY-0618 Community Impact_Cy Fair_Brand Campaign Ad_9_1837x5_5416_M2.indd   1 4/5/18   11:09 AM

SPORTS 
PHYSICAL$19

UTPHYSICIANS.COM/SPORTS
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CITY & COUNTY

City of Katy passes 
drainage resolutions

Harris County to use $1.15B in funding for buyouts

Harris County gets $4.5B 
in federal funds for 
flood-control projects 

County Judge Hebert provides legislative update

HARRIS COUNTY  Harris County has 
acquired about $4.5 billion in federal 
funds for flood prevention projects, 
bringing the county closer to solving 
its numerous flooding issues, officials 
said July 9. 

U.S. Rep.  John Culberson, R-Hous-
ton, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett 
and Russ Poppe, Harris County Flood 
Control District executive director, 
held the press conference June 9.  

About $14 million will be used to 
study future flood control projects 
along the Buffalo Bayou and tributar-
ies, Brazos River, the Texas coast and 
more, according to the release.

The addition of federal money does 
not eliminate the need for the upcom-
ing Harris County $2.5 billion bond 
election, Emmett said.

“The amount we’re asking for in the 
bond isn’t enough to do everything 
that needs to be done … it’d be a great 
magnitude more than $2.5 billion,” 
Emmett said. 

KATY  Katy City Council unani-
mously passed two resolutions 
affecting drainage projects and 
budgeting at its July 9 meeting: a 
contract for improvements to Pine 
Forest for more than $4.4 million 
and a contract with BlankRome 
Government Relations LLC.

The Pine Forest contract was 
awarded to Reytec Construction 
Resources Inc. based in Houston. 
The company is expected to break 
ground in August on the project, 
which would take about seven 
months to complete, officials said. 

City Administrator Byron Hebert 
was also authorized to sign an 
agreement with BlankRome Govern-
ment Relations to obtain assistance 
for the city to submit applications.

Hebert said the grants will help 
restore the city’s emergency funds, 
which have been strained after two 
flooding disasters in 2016 and 2017.

HARRIS COUNTY   Harris County 
commissioners approved submitting 
a plan for using $1.15 billion from the 
first round of Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Disaster Recovery 
funding to the Texas General Land 
Office at its July 10 meeting. The 
plan is the first step in securing U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development grants to fund buyouts 
in low-income areas, rebuild houses 
and institute other programs.

Commissioners unanimously 
approved submitting the plan after 
hearing comments about Hurricane 
Harvey’s effects on low-income Har-
ris County neighborhoods.

The plan will be submitted to the 
Texas General Land Office, which 
will put it out for public review for 
14 days. The plan will then go to 
HUD for final approval, which can 
take 45 days said Daphne Lemelle, 
community development director 
for the county’s Community Services 

FORT BEND COUNTY  Fort Bend 
County Judge Robert Hebert addressed 
the county’s post-Hurricane Harvey 
procedures at the Fort Bend Regional 
Infrastructure Conference on June 28. 
He specifically discussed the Barker 
Reservoir, desilting Willow Fork, the 
countywide watershed study and the 
Brazos River erosion. 

The county’s projected total reve-
nue loss from Harvey due to property 
tax re-evaluations of flooded property 
is $2.7 million, Hebert said. He said 
that amount does not have a signifi-
cant impact on the county’s budget.

Hebert said the county is not 
seeking monetary damages from the 
Barker Reservoir flooding, despite 
the cost to the county. He said it is 
more important to fix the reservoir 
than be reimbursed.

“I have one singular goal with 
Barker Reservoir, and that is what-
ever they do to Barker Reservoir, it 
has got to be guaranteed that we’ll 
never have that reservoir with a 
droplet of water in a home in Fort 
Bend County,” Hebert said. “It’s just 
that simple. It’s private property, and 
they’re using it for storage.” 

News from the city of Katy, Fort Bend and Harris counties  COMPILED BY VANESSA HOLT, JAKE MAGEE, KARA MCINTYRE AND R. HANS MILLER

MEETINGS

Katy City Council: Meets the second and 
fourth Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m.. The 
next meetings are July 23 and Aug. 13. 
City Council Chambers, 910 Ave. C, Katy 
281-391-4800 • www.cityofkaty.com

Fort Bend County Commissioners Court: 
Meets 1 p.m. the first, second, and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month. Its next scheduled 
meetings are July 24, Aug. 7 and Aug. 14. 
500 Jackson St., Richmond 
281-342-3411 • www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Harris County Commissioners Court: 
Meets at 10 a.m. on July 31 and Aug. 14. 
1001 Preston Ave., Ste. 938, Houston 
713-755-5000 • www.harriscountytx.gov

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_kty

Department.  
The goal is for county buyout and 

rehabilitation programs to be active 
by Nov. 1 and for buyouts to start by 
the end of the year, Lemelle said.

The plan includes $211 million to 
rehabilitate and reconstruct owner- 
occupied single-family homes dam-
aged by Hurricane Harvey and $200 
million for the county’s homeowner 
buyout and acquisition program, 
among other allocations.

The plan would allow the county’s 
Community Services Department 
to provide qualifying homeown-
ers affected by Harvey with up 
to $180,000 for a home. The full 
amount is available to residents 
even if their home is worth less than 
$30,000 if they financially qualify, 
she said.

“[HUD is allowing us] to incentiv-
ize people who live in flood buyout 
areas with incentives that will really 
help them,” Lemelle said.

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Sabine Pass to Galveston Bay 
Coastal Storm Risk Management and 
Ecosystem Restoration Project

$4 billionAbout

Additional 
projects

$4,481,400,000Grant total:

Projects funded

Clear Creek 
$295 M

Brays Bayou: $75 M

Hunting Bayou: $65 M

White Oak Bayou: 
$45 M

Buffalo Bayou and 
tributaries: $1.4 million

Purchases Home EquityRefinance• •

FCCU.org/HomeLoans
281.856.9057

NMLS# 217251

• FHA • Jumbo 

Financing for the way you want to live.
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FULSHEAR 
6630 FM 1463, STE. A500 | (281) 220-2150

KATY 
22762 WESTHEIMER PKWY, STE. 430 | (281) 220-2100

1
2 
360+ 

26,000+

Worldwide Brand

Locations to 
Better Serve You

Agents

Families 
Served 



Katy edition • July 2018 25

22762 Westheimer Pkwy., 
Ste. 430
Katy, TX 77450
281-220-2100

6630 FM-1463, 
Ste. A500
Fulshear, TX 77441
281-220-2150

Your proactive 
accountant and business 
solutions partner

Mandy Szabo
Practice Leader

HOW THE 
HOME 
APPRAISAL 
PROCESS 
WORKS

MASS APPRAISAL

PROTESTS AND 
PAYMENT

APPRAISED 
VALUE VS. 
MARKET VALUE

SOURCE: JACK BARNETT, HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL 
DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

There are several factors that play a role in 
how homes are appraised each year and 
how homeowners are taxed on them. 

In January appraisal districts—which are 
entities of the state—begin determining 
market values of homes across their 
respective counties. However, most 
appraisal districts do not individually 
appraise every home. Instead they use 
a process called mass appraisal, which 
considers several factors, including: 

• Nearby home sales 
• Size and condition of property on Jan. 1 
• Amenities, such as pools and garages

1. Homeowners begin receiving 
property value notices around April. 

2. They have until May 15 to protest that 
value or 30 days after it is received. 

3. Appraisal districts review protests 
through appraisal review boards, 
although some offer informal hearings.

4. Around August or September, taxing 
entities determine tax rates. 

5. Tax bills are mailed in 
October-November and 
are delinquent Feb. 1.  

The district determines a home’s market 
value, but for those with homestead 
exemptions, their homes are taxed at the 
appraised value, which cannot increase 
more than 10 percent each year. 

If someone buys a home valued at 
$100,000 with a homestead 

exemption and that home’s market 
value increases to $125,000 the next 
year, the home would be taxed at the 

appraised value of $110,000.

R E A L  E S TAT E  E D I T I O NR E A L  E S TAT E  E D I T I O N
20
18

KATY

N U M B E R  O F  H O M E S  S O L D

R E A L  E STATE  MA R K E T  AT A  G L ANC E
The damage Hurricane Harvey infl icted on 
hundreds of homes in the Katy area last August 
led to decreased home sales in several Katy 
ZIP codes. According to recent market data, 
the only Katy ZIP code that saw a decrease in 
the average days on the market was ZIP code 
77450. 
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Two locations to best serve you

GOLD SPONSOR SILVER SPONSOR
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Advancing urgent care, all across Greater Houston. 
If you need urgent care, turn to Memorial Hermann. All across Greater Houston, our medical 
professionals can help with minor injuries, rashes, cuts and scrapes, cold and �u, earaches and more.  
It’s care that’s convenient, trusted and a�ordable.

Memorial Hermann Urgent Care in Fulshear
5102 FM 1463, Suite 1200
Katy, TX 77494
281.574.1104

9 a.m. – 9 p.m. every day 
No appointment necessary

Check in online at 
memorialhermann.org/urgentcare

Benders Landing  •  Clear Lake  •  Friendswood  •  Fulshear  •  Spring  •  Tanglewood  •  Telfair  •  Washington Ave.
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Cane Island

Homes at build-out: 2,100

Price range: $260,000-
$1 million and up

Square footage: 1,831-6,000 
and up

2100 Cane Island Parkway, Katy

281-725-6555

www.caneisland.com
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Cane Island is a master-planned community located north 
of Hwy. 90 in Old Katy. The developer for the community is 
Rise Developments. 

1  Cane Island has homes in a variety of sizes and price 
points, segregated into different smaller communities, 
such as The Legends. Homes in The Legends feature 
turreted corners and stonework facades.

2  Homes offered in Cane Island tend to have large 
windows to ensure plenty of natural lighting. 

3  The Cane Island Amenity Village features several 
entertainment resources for residents, including a 
community garden where residents can volunteer.

4 Homebuyers can have secure pantries built into their 
homes. Delivery drivers are provided with a numeric code 
and can drop off packages in a secure place without being 
given access to the entire home.

5  Cane Island features a lap pool, a nearby family 
swimming pool with shaded cabanas and a children’s play 
area. Lifeguards are on-hand to ensure swimmers’ safety at 
the family pool. 

Your Office.Your Business. Your Image. 

Executive 
O�  ces

Affordable o�  ces for 
small business owners 

and entrepreneurs
*starting at $499

Virtual O�  ce
Not ready for your own of-
fi ce? Check out our options
*starting at $65/month

Coworking
Professional work 

and meeting space
*starting at $99

Conference
Rooms

Fully equipped
meeting rooms

*Starting at $20/hour

1 month free
with a 12 month lease

Expires 8/31/18

535 E Fernhurst | Katy 
25807 Westheimer Parkway | Katy
281-849-4130 

2 locations to
serve you

www.TheHiveKaty.com
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INSIDE INFORMATION

WH ERE DO YOUR
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Katy homeowners must plan for 
adjustments to property values as 

the market and the condition of their 
homes have changed since Hurricane 

Harvey hit the Gulf Coast last year. 
Taxes will remain a topic of discussion 

over the next few years as cities and 
counties in the area manage balancing 

budgets while working to make the 
region safer from fl ooding.

The following taxing entities have the highest tax rates 
in the Katy area. As a whole property taxes in the area 
are lowering. City and county offi cials cite a larger 
tax base due to growth as one of the main drivers for 
reduced rates compared to fi ve years ago. 
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City of Katy

Waller County

Harris County Flood 
Control District

Fort Bend County

Katy ISD

Harris County

Willow Fork 
Drainage District

Fort Bend County 
Drainage District
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SOURCES: FORT BEND 
COUNTY, HARRIS COUNTY, 
HOUSTON ASSOCIATION 
OF REALTORS, WALLER 
COUNTY, ZILLOW/
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

WHAT DOES AN 

AVE RAGE TA X BILL LOOK LIKE?
Property tax bills include taxes for all municipalities a home is located in. A home located in Katy’s city limits will also be 
within Katy ISD and a coun ty. The taxing amounts listed are for the average home value before property tax exemptions. 
Municipal utili ty districts will also add to to the overall tax owed, but ar e not included due to space restrictions.

HC Flood Control District

City of Katy $1,201.72$1,201.72 $1,201.72

N/AN/A $69.90

Harris County Hospital District N/AN/A $422.45

Harris County Hospital District N/AN/A $309.86

$174,062.00$251,600.00 $181,100.00

Katy ISD $3,744.49$3,744.49 $3,744.49

Katy ISD

HC Dept. of Education N/AN/A $12.83

FB County Drainage District N/A$39.50 N/A

County $2,508.91$1,118.46 $1,443.94

HC Port of Houston Authority N/AN/A $31.01

Brookshire-Katy Drainage District $160.51N/A N/A

City of Katy $1,201.72$1,201.72 $1,201.72

Katy ISD

County $2,508.91$1,118.46 $1,443.94

Harris County Hospital District N/AN/A $309.86

HC Flood Control District N/AN/A $69.90

HC Port of Houston Authority N/AN/A $31.01

Brookshire-Katy Drainage District $160.51N/A N/A

Total 2018 taxes before exemptions $7,615.63$6,104.17  $6,926.34 

Total 2018 taxes before exemptions $3,770.94$5,327.46  $3,896.87 

PROPERTY

GO IN THE KATY AREA?

WH ERE DO YOUR

PROPERTY
TAXES
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Average home value $246,900.00$246,900.00 $246,900.00

Average home value

$2,639.82$3,815.77 $2,746.56

County $1,017.96$1,471.43 $757.02

HC Flood Control District N/AN/A $51.27

HC Dept. of Education N/AN/A $9.41

HC Port of Houston Authority N/AN/A $22.75

FB County Drainage District N/A$40.26 N/A

Brookshire-Katy Drainage District $113.16N/A N/A

Outside city of Katy Fort Bend County Harris County Waller County

Within city of Katy Waller CountyHarris CountyFort Bend County

SONNETTE™ CELLULAR 
ROLLER SHADES

Intelligent shades. Smart savings. 
Save with rebates on qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window fashions with 
PowerView® Motorization and the associated smart hub, June 30–August 13, 2018.

REBATATA ES
STATAT RTING ATATA

$150*

on qualifying purchases

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 6/30/18–8/13/18 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Each window fashions unit must include PowerView Motorization to qualify for rebate. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 4 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask 
participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 18Q3VPSO

~BCustom Window Designs~B

Katy, TX
M-F: By Appointment

~B281-395-6090~B

~Bwww.customwindowdesignskatytx.com~B

SONNETTE™ CELLULAR 
ROLLER SHADES

Intelligent shades. Smart savings. 
Save with rebates on qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window fashions with 
PowerView® Motorization and the associated smart hub, June 30–August 13, 2018.

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 6/30/18–8/13/18 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Each window fashions unit must include PowerView Motorization to qualify for rebate. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 4 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask 
participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 18Q3VPSO

~BCustom Window Designs~B

Katy, TX
M-F: By Appointment

~B281-395-6090~B

~Bwww.customwindowdesignskatytx.com~B

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 6/30/18–8/13/18 
from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Each window fashions unit must include Pow-
erView Motorization to qualify for rebate. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 4 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject 
to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after 
card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating 
dealer for details and rebate form. ©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks 
used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 18Q3VPSO

Custom Window Designs
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NO ROOF? 
NO COVERAGE
According to FEMA’s Standard Flood 
Insurance Policy guidelines, a structure 
must have at least two solid walls and 
cannot be directly over water to be eligible 
for fl ood insurance. 

DON’T THINK YOU NEED IT? 
THINK AGAIN

Flooding is the most common natural 
disaster in the  United States.

 Over 20 percent of fl ood insurance 
claims come from areas outside of the 
FE M A mapped high-risk fl ood zones.

A study published in the 
journal Enviro nmental 
Research Letters found:

41 
MILLION
Americans are 
exposed to fl ood risk.

This is 3 times FEMA’s 
estimate of 13 million.

In addition to insuring his or her home, a homeowner can 
also buy personal property fl ood coverage.

THERE’S A CLAIMS PROCESS
To make a claim:

For more information, visit  www.fl oodsmart.gov                     

Another hurricane season offi cially began June 1, so homeowners, 
renters and business owners may want to research their options 

when it comes to the National Flood Insurance Program.

Typically there is a 30-day 
waiting period for fl ood 
insurance policies to become 
effective after purchase. 

INSIDE INFORMATION

Currency

Gold and silver Basic liv ing expenses

Cars

Property belongings 
outside of the home

Stock certifi cates

Not covered:

$344 per year$250,000
PremiumCoverage

FLOOD INSURANCE SAMPLE

Home  falls in a B, C or X 
zone on FEMA fl ood maps and 
does not have a basement. 

Coverage includes 
$100,000 in personal property 
(contents of the home).

An adjuster will fi rst have to 
inspect the property.

The insurer will make a 
decision based on the 
adjuster’s report and will provide 
the policyholder with: 

• a proof of loss form;
• a copy of the building damage 

estimate; and
• a personal property inve ntory list.

The proof of loss must be 
submitted within 60 days of 
the fl ood.

Not insurable:

Buildings entirely 
over water

Underground 
buildings

PROTECT YOUR BELONGINGS5

YOU CAN GET IT FROM MOST 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

2

1

3 4

While the NFIP 
sets the rates and 
backs all fl ood 
insurance policies,  

fl ood insurance is 
sold by most local insurance 

providers. 

Premiums vary based on 
coverage and the fl ood plain 
location, among other factors.

A

B

C

Damage done by moisture or mildew that could 
have been avoided

COMPILED BY HALEY MORRISON AND R. HANS MILLER  

DESIGNED BY ANYA GALLANT

DISASTERS ARE EXPENSIVE

SOURCE: FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH 
LETTERS/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

STUDY SHOWS...

Harris County

Counties*

Waller County

Fort Bend County

Katy

Fulshear

200 $13,433,010

1,839

352

13

$140,396,382

$37,773,143

$760,612

Number of claims Total amount paid

$1,580,700,095

adjuster’s report and will provide 

a copy of the building damage 

a personal property inve ntory list.

 of 

6

6 things to 
know about 
fl ood insurance

Local-area municipalities accounted for more than 16,600 claims to the 
National Flood Insurance Program after Hurricane Harvey. In two cities and 
three counties, NFIP claims totaled nearly $1.8 billion. 

*DATA IS FOR UNINCORPORATED PORTIONS OF EACH COUNTY ONLY.

14,275

Cities

Office: (713) 609-9909
www.SamCp.com

BUY / SELL / INVEST
RE/MAX PRIME PROPERTIES
TOP PRODUCER SINCE 2012

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SALES

Sam Chaudhry
B R O K E R ,  A . C . P .

(832) 419-4700 

LAST CALL 

FOR SPECIAL 

OFFERS 

Call for Details
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REAL ESTATE TRENDS

The GREAT As builders run out of land south of  I-10 and east 
of FM 1463, developers are eyeing the areas north 
of I-10 and west of FM 1463. Home values south 
of I-10 are mostly more than $215,000. Realtors 
said this trend is driving fi rst-time buyers to the 
northern portion of the market.

 CONTINUED FROM 1

SEE TRENDS 2-5 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 33.

Examining months of 

INVENTORY
The lower a home’s price point is, the faster it will sell. Homes in 
Greater Houston under $150,000 sell quickly. Nationwide about six 
months is common; near Houston, four months is the average.

FIGURING OUT THE FORMULA: How to fi nd the MOI
Active listings 
within time period

Homes sold or 
pending within 
time period

Months of 
inventory

$100,000-$149,999

$150,000-$199,999

$200,000-$249,999

$250,000-$299,999

$300,000-$399,999

1.4 MOI

1.7 MOI

3.0 MOI

4.5 MOI

5.7 MOI

National averageGreater Houston average

PRICE RANGE MONTHS OF INVENTORY

For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.
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Rolling Green

Heritage Park West

Oak Park Trails

Cinco Ranch Fountain View

Cardi�  Ranch

Median home value
by subdivision

≤$149,999

$150,000 - $199,999

$200,000 - $249,999

$250,000 - $299,999

≥$300,000

Home prices per square foot are 
mostly increasing in the Katy area 
due to the market’s popularity.

1

2

3

5

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

SOURCES: HOUSTON ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS; TIM SOJKA, SEE TIM SELL, 
LLC/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

MEDIAN PRICE PER SQUARE FOOT
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starter homes at a lower price. 
These homes off er easy access 
to the Grand Parkway.

“South of I-10 there are 
starter homes under $200,000, 
but they’re older homes that 
are going to require a lot of 
maintenance,” Ray said.

TWO MARKETS

The Katy real estate market 
is divided by I-10, Borden said.

“[First-time homebuyers 
will] see that the south side is 
going to be really restrictive on 

aff ordability,” Borden said.  
The two Katy regions dif-

fer in aff ordability because of 
how Katy developed histori-
cally, Borden said. Thirty years 
ago the Cinco Ranch area 
developed as master-planned 
communities. Homes in mas-
ter-planned communities tend 
to increase in value over time 
and were built by established 
companies, she said.

Listings available through 
the Houston Association 
of Realtors showed 54 per-
cent of 193 homes listed for 

sale between $150,000 and 
$215,000 in the Katy area as 
of July 2 were northeast of I-10 
and the Grand Parkway. Only 
3.6 percent were southwest of 
that intersection. The remain-
der were northwest or south-
east of the intersection.

Prior to the 2007-08 real 
estate bust, north of I-10 
evolved diff erently, Borden 
said. Less-established devel-
opers built north, she said, 
while older ones built south.

“There were a lot of poorly 
developed communities going 

in north of I-10,” Borden said.
Kristin Esparza, Pulte Homes 

division director of sales for 
Houston, said lower prices near 
the Grand Parkway keep new 
home prices lower north of I-10. 
Starter homes there are about 
$170,000 because of their age.

“[Buyers] are wanting new, 
so they’re going for a diff erent 
type of look, so they’re going 
towards new communities that 
are further out,” Esparza said.

MARKET FACTORS 

Esparza said builders like 

Pulte look at multiple factors 
to determine price points for  
homes in a given area. Factors 
include land price and avail-
ability, schools, commutes, 
labor and material costs.

“Then we also look at the 
market conditions. What are 
comparable homes in the area 
selling for?” Esparza said.  

Esparza said less land is 
available south of I-10 now, so 
land is cheaper north of I-10, 
which keep prices lower there.

“Depending on the cost of 
the land and the availability 
of the land, that’s going to 
determine the price for the 
consumer,” Esparza said. 

Newland Communities said 
only about 70 homesites of 
15,000 are available in the 
Cinco Ranch area. Newland is 
the developer of Cinco Ranch.

Schools help determine 
interest and price in a market, 
Esparza said. Borden agreed, 
pointing out that high-per-
forming and newer schools in 
Katy ISD increase demand.

“You can see some of that 
with the new Paetow High 
School that’s north of I-10,” 
Esparza said. “[Communities] 
between I-10 and [Hwy.] 290, 
west of the Grand Parkway 
that are zoned to that high 
school [are] doing really well.”

The Grand Parkway was 
completed in December 2013 
and changed the market, 
Esparza said. The tollway pro-
vides easy access to employer 
locations on I-10 and Hwy. 290.

“I really, truly believe that 
the Grand Parkway has made 
a huge diff erence in shift -
ing [the market] more north, 
because now people have eas-
ier access,” Esparza said.

Esparza said the Fry Road 
area north of I-10 has not 
benefi ted as much because 
it is mostly developed, and 
traffi  c is heavy. According to 
NewQuest Properties, which 
develops shopping centers in 
Greater Houston, more than 
46,000 vehicles pass through 
the intersection of Saums and 
Fry roads daily. 

Ray said buyers can fi nd 
starter homes, even with tight 
budgets. People come to Katy 
across demographics because 

of the schools, community feel 
and quality of life, he said.

“If someone’s really stuck 
on Katy, we can fi nd [a house] 
here,” Ray said. “You’ve just 
got to be a little more patient.” 

READY TO BUY/SELL

Esparza said homebuyers 
may be priced out between 
I-10 and FM 1093, but starter 
homes can be found near Katy. 

“North of I-10 and south 
of [Hwy.] 290 around the 
Grand Parkway, there’s defi -
nitely aff ordable new hous-
ing options for homebuyers,” 
Esparza said.

Katy-area real estate experts 
said the key is planning ahead. 
Ray said prospective buyers 
should get pre-approved for 
fi nancing as a fi rst step.

“We call that the ‘golden 
ticket,’” Ray said. “Once 
you’ve got the golden ticket, 
we can start the shopping pro-
cess. We’ll know how much 
you can spend and where that 
home will be.” 

Rick Carrier, loan offi  cer with 

Hancock Mortgage Partners, 
a mortgage fi rm servicing the 
Katy area, said about 80 per-
cent of his clients are fi rst-time 
buyers. Many are in their 20s 
and qualify easily for loans but 
prepare diff erently than prior 
generations.

“They’ve saved some money 
and they’re coming from their 
parents’ houses, and they’re 
buying,” he said. 

Income, pay method, credit 
scores and employment length 
factor into approval, Carrier 
said. He recommends the 
self-employed and those paid 
irregularly plan  home pur-
chases two years in advance. 

“With self-employment, 
bonuses, overtime and com-
mission, you’ve got to establish 
history in order to consider 
that income,” Carrier said.

Ray said he works with new 
homebuyers to expand home 
searches north of I-10 along 
Clay Road. 

Starter homes in King Cross-
ing near Clay Road start at 
about $200,000, according to 

Houston Association of Real-
tors listings. Similar homes 
in Firethorne, along FM 1463, 
begin at about $250,000. 

Flexibility in location helps 
buyers save money and get a 
home they love, Ray said. 

Borden and Ray said they 
are seeing buyers look north of 
I-10 for that reason. Buyers can 
get more home for the dollar 
on the north side, they said.

Borden said buyers should 
be up front about their budget 
with their Realtor. Knowing 
the budget helps the Realtor 
direct house shoppers toward 
homes realistically. 

“It’s so I don’t show them 
something that’s beyond their 
reach, and then they forever 
compare everything they see 
to that one fi sh that got away,” 
Borden said. Katy starter homes available

As of July 2, the Houston Association 
of Realtors had 193 listings in the Katy 
area between $150,000 and $215,000. 
Of those more than half were in the 
northeast quadrant of the Katy market.
SOURCE: HOUSTON ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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long it would take to 
sell all homes if no 
other homes become 
listed for sale.
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REAL ESTATE TRENDS

The GREAT As builders run out of land south of  I-10 and east 
of FM 1463, developers are eyeing the areas north 
of I-10 and west of FM 1463. Home values south 
of I-10 are mostly more than $215,000. Realtors 
said this trend is driving fi rst-time buyers to the 
northern portion of the market.

 CONTINUED FROM 1

SEE TRENDS 2-5 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 33.

Examining months of 

INVENTORY
The lower a home’s price point is, the faster it will sell. Homes in 
Greater Houston under $150,000 sell quickly. Nationwide about six 
months is common; near Houston, four months is the average.

FIGURING OUT THE FORMULA: How to fi nd the MOI
Active listings 
within time period

Homes sold or 
pending within 
time period

Months of 
inventory

$100,000-$149,999

$150,000-$199,999

$200,000-$249,999

$250,000-$299,999

$300,000-$399,999

1.4 MOI

1.7 MOI

3.0 MOI

4.5 MOI

5.7 MOI

National averageGreater Houston average

PRICE RANGE MONTHS OF INVENTORY

For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.
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Median home value
by subdivision

≤$149,999

$150,000 - $199,999

$200,000 - $249,999

$250,000 - $299,999

≥$300,000

Home prices per square foot are 
mostly increasing in the Katy area 
due to the market’s popularity.
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2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

SOURCES: HOUSTON ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS; TIM SOJKA, SEE TIM SELL, 
LLC/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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starter homes at a lower price. 
These homes off er easy access 
to the Grand Parkway.

“South of I-10 there are 
starter homes under $200,000, 
but they’re older homes that 
are going to require a lot of 
maintenance,” Ray said.

TWO MARKETS

The Katy real estate market 
is divided by I-10, Borden said.

“[First-time homebuyers 
will] see that the south side is 
going to be really restrictive on 

aff ordability,” Borden said.  
The two Katy regions dif-

fer in aff ordability because of 
how Katy developed histori-
cally, Borden said. Thirty years 
ago the Cinco Ranch area 
developed as master-planned 
communities. Homes in mas-
ter-planned communities tend 
to increase in value over time 
and were built by established 
companies, she said.

Listings available through 
the Houston Association 
of Realtors showed 54 per-
cent of 193 homes listed for 

sale between $150,000 and 
$215,000 in the Katy area as 
of July 2 were northeast of I-10 
and the Grand Parkway. Only 
3.6 percent were southwest of 
that intersection. The remain-
der were northwest or south-
east of the intersection.

Prior to the 2007-08 real 
estate bust, north of I-10 
evolved diff erently, Borden 
said. Less-established devel-
opers built north, she said, 
while older ones built south.

“There were a lot of poorly 
developed communities going 

in north of I-10,” Borden said.
Kristin Esparza, Pulte Homes 

division director of sales for 
Houston, said lower prices near 
the Grand Parkway keep new 
home prices lower north of I-10. 
Starter homes there are about 
$170,000 because of their age.

“[Buyers] are wanting new, 
so they’re going for a diff erent 
type of look, so they’re going 
towards new communities that 
are further out,” Esparza said.

MARKET FACTORS 

Esparza said builders like 

Pulte look at multiple factors 
to determine price points for  
homes in a given area. Factors 
include land price and avail-
ability, schools, commutes, 
labor and material costs.

“Then we also look at the 
market conditions. What are 
comparable homes in the area 
selling for?” Esparza said.  

Esparza said less land is 
available south of I-10 now, so 
land is cheaper north of I-10, 
which keep prices lower there.

“Depending on the cost of 
the land and the availability 
of the land, that’s going to 
determine the price for the 
consumer,” Esparza said. 

Newland Communities said 
only about 70 homesites of 
15,000 are available in the 
Cinco Ranch area. Newland is 
the developer of Cinco Ranch.

Schools help determine 
interest and price in a market, 
Esparza said. Borden agreed, 
pointing out that high-per-
forming and newer schools in 
Katy ISD increase demand.

“You can see some of that 
with the new Paetow High 
School that’s north of I-10,” 
Esparza said. “[Communities] 
between I-10 and [Hwy.] 290, 
west of the Grand Parkway 
that are zoned to that high 
school [are] doing really well.”

The Grand Parkway was 
completed in December 2013 
and changed the market, 
Esparza said. The tollway pro-
vides easy access to employer 
locations on I-10 and Hwy. 290.

“I really, truly believe that 
the Grand Parkway has made 
a huge diff erence in shift -
ing [the market] more north, 
because now people have eas-
ier access,” Esparza said.

Esparza said the Fry Road 
area north of I-10 has not 
benefi ted as much because 
it is mostly developed, and 
traffi  c is heavy. According to 
NewQuest Properties, which 
develops shopping centers in 
Greater Houston, more than 
46,000 vehicles pass through 
the intersection of Saums and 
Fry roads daily. 

Ray said buyers can fi nd 
starter homes, even with tight 
budgets. People come to Katy 
across demographics because 

of the schools, community feel 
and quality of life, he said.

“If someone’s really stuck 
on Katy, we can fi nd [a house] 
here,” Ray said. “You’ve just 
got to be a little more patient.” 

READY TO BUY/SELL

Esparza said homebuyers 
may be priced out between 
I-10 and FM 1093, but starter 
homes can be found near Katy. 

“North of I-10 and south 
of [Hwy.] 290 around the 
Grand Parkway, there’s defi -
nitely aff ordable new hous-
ing options for homebuyers,” 
Esparza said.

Katy-area real estate experts 
said the key is planning ahead. 
Ray said prospective buyers 
should get pre-approved for 
fi nancing as a fi rst step.

“We call that the ‘golden 
ticket,’” Ray said. “Once 
you’ve got the golden ticket, 
we can start the shopping pro-
cess. We’ll know how much 
you can spend and where that 
home will be.” 

Rick Carrier, loan offi  cer with 

Hancock Mortgage Partners, 
a mortgage fi rm servicing the 
Katy area, said about 80 per-
cent of his clients are fi rst-time 
buyers. Many are in their 20s 
and qualify easily for loans but 
prepare diff erently than prior 
generations.

“They’ve saved some money 
and they’re coming from their 
parents’ houses, and they’re 
buying,” he said. 

Income, pay method, credit 
scores and employment length 
factor into approval, Carrier 
said. He recommends the 
self-employed and those paid 
irregularly plan  home pur-
chases two years in advance. 

“With self-employment, 
bonuses, overtime and com-
mission, you’ve got to establish 
history in order to consider 
that income,” Carrier said.

Ray said he works with new 
homebuyers to expand home 
searches north of I-10 along 
Clay Road. 

Starter homes in King Cross-
ing near Clay Road start at 
about $200,000, according to 

Houston Association of Real-
tors listings. Similar homes 
in Firethorne, along FM 1463, 
begin at about $250,000. 

Flexibility in location helps 
buyers save money and get a 
home they love, Ray said. 

Borden and Ray said they 
are seeing buyers look north of 
I-10 for that reason. Buyers can 
get more home for the dollar 
on the north side, they said.

Borden said buyers should 
be up front about their budget 
with their Realtor. Knowing 
the budget helps the Realtor 
direct house shoppers toward 
homes realistically. 

“It’s so I don’t show them 
something that’s beyond their 
reach, and then they forever 
compare everything they see 
to that one fi sh that got away,” 
Borden said. Katy starter homes available

As of July 2, the Houston Association 
of Realtors had 193 listings in the Katy 
area between $150,000 and $215,000. 
Of those more than half were in the 
northeast quadrant of the Katy market.
SOURCE: HOUSTON ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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MOI measures how 
long it would take to 
sell all homes if no 
other homes become 
listed for sale.
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281-395-3606
www.thncpa.com  
info@thncpa.com

Located inside Villagio Town Center
22762 Westheimer Pkwy.
Ste. 555 • Katy, TX 77450

Local CPA Firm with Proactive Business Solutions

QUICKBOOKS PROADVISORS |  TAX PREPARATION & PLANNING
CONTROLLER/CFO ADVISORY |  COMPLIANCE AUDITS

INTERNATIONAL TAX |  BUSINESS FORMATION

TNCPA is your 
Thoughtful CPA 

Neighbors
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REAL ESTATE TRENDS
COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES, KARA MCINTYRE AND R. HANS MILLER

3   DEVELOPERS MEET    
DEMAND FROM KATY’S 
SENIOR POPULATION

Gehan Homes sales counselor Bertha 
Cruz said there has been an increase in 
the need for multigenerational housing 
in Katy. Multigenerational housing is 
defi ned as a home where more than two 
generations live under the same roof, 
local real estate experts said. 

Developers such as Newland Commu-
nities, Toll Brothers and Lennar Homes, 
who have developed neighborhoods 
including Elyson and Cane Island, offer 
NextGen homes that help meet the 
need for multigenerational housing 
options. 

NextGen home fl oorplans typically 
feature a separate suite attached to the 
original house with a kitchenette, sin-

gle-car garage, bedroom, private living 
room and a separate entrance.

A Pew Research Center study published 
in April showed about 20 percent of 
Americans live in a multigenerational 
household. Heather Gustafson, market-
ing director for Newland Communities, 
said this trend is prevalent in Katy, too.

“At Elyson we are defi nitely seeing an 
increased number of home plans de-
signed to appeal to seniors, empty nest-
ers and multigenerational households,” 
Gustafson said. “It’s a growing trend for 
several generations of one family to live 
together under one roof, instead of the 
grandparents living separately in their 
own home or in a senior community.”

    

on Canyon Gate home values
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 Investment companies and astute full-
time fl ippers are jumping on a trend Tim 
Sojka of See Tim Sell, LLC, said he has 
seen fi rst-hand take root in the Katy area. 
Instead of buying and fl ipping or buying 
and holding a fl ooded home, Sojka said 
more people are purchasing fl ooded 
homes, fl ipping them and renting them 
out.

“I am calling it a delayed fl ip,” Sojka said. 
“You buy it, you create rental income, so 
you rent it for three to four years, and then 
you sell it.”

Sojka said this trend has caught on 
because despite the fact that fl ooded 
homes have sold easily for him, the 
memory of Hurricane Harvey is still strong 
in many people’s minds, and the market is 

still in the process of bouncing back. 

 “I think you are going to see 
neighborhoods that were once owner-
occupied neighborhoods for three to 
fi ve years become rental neighborhoods 
because they fl ooded,” Sojka said. 

Sojka said the trend has been both 
accidental and purposeful. 

“There are absolutely companies coming 
in and doing it on purpose,” Sojka said. 
“But there’s also the people that are 
buying a fl ip property and realizing they 
can’t make what they want on it so they 
are renting it. So, I think it’s on purpose 
and accidental. And I think all of this 
additional inventory is going to fl ush out in 
fi ve to seven years.”

Some homes that were hit by Hurricane Harvey 
are slowly being bought and sold through delayed 
fl ipping tactics, according to local Katy Realtors. 

$253,065 
or $100/square foot

$171,289 
or $78/square foot

AVERAGE 
SOLD PRICE: 

Before Harvey After Harvey

Exploring a 
multigenerational 
FLOOR PLAN
Multigenerational housing 
fl oorplans offer privacy to 
the parent or family mem-
ber staying in the suite 
attached to a house. 

Technology like this smart speaker can 
generally be purchased for less than $100 
and can be connected to devices such as 
thermostats and entertainment centers 
and are controlled by voice commands. 

SOURCE: 
INCREDIHOME 

SOLUTIONS LLC/
COMMUNITY IMPACT 

NEWSPAPER

More Katy-area homebuyers are looking to 
incorporate technology into their homes, 
according to Walt Temple of Walt Temple 
Properties, a West Houston real estate 
agency. Smart homes offer buyers connec-
tivity between their mobile devices and 
household functions like thermostat con-
trols, fi replaces, door locks and garages. 

“The younger [homebuyers] are more in-
terested in that, whereas [older homebuy-
ers] have our laptops and our cell phones, 
but we’re not so interested in all the other 
technology,” Temple said. 

Eduardo Meinhardt, owner of Incred-
iHome Solutions LLC, a company that 
installs smart home hardware in the Katy 
area, said he has seen clients from all age 
ranges contact IncrediHome for consul-
tations. Meinhardt’s Katy-area clients 
average 52 years in age, he said. 

 Smart homes do a great deal to make life 
convenient and save homeowners money 
by automating things like turning off lights 
or lowering the thermostat when residents 
leave their home. Security features can 
also be automated, such as unlocking and 
locking doors automatically or motion-ac-
tivated security cameras, Meinhardt said. 

Temple said wireless technology has 
improved both the affordability and ease 

of upgrading a home to a smart home 
compared to fi ve or 10 years ago when 
hard wiring was a requirement. Meinhardt 
said homes can be upgraded for a few 
hundred dollars per room, and custom 
installation can allow owners to install as 
much or as little technology as they like. 

“New technology is constantly improving, 
making it easy to reach for the average 
household,” Meinhardt said.

EQUIPPING SMART HOMES

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
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SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS/
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The senior 
population in six 
Katy ZIP codes has 
slowly risen over the 
last fi ve years.

SENIOR
SNAPSHOT

77493

77449

77094

77450

77494
77441 13,729 seniors
2,491 seniors

15,687 seniors

2,376 seniors

14,356 seniors

5,648 seniors

HARVEY’S IMPACT

2   DELAYED FLIP TREND PREVALENT IN KATY-AREA REAL 
ESTATE AS MORE BUYERS RENT OUT FLOODED HOMES 

32.3%
decreaseSOURCES: TIM SOJKA, SEE TIM 

SELL, LLC/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

4   INCREASING NEED FOR MULTIGENERATIONAL HOMES 
RESULTS IN DEVELOPMENT OF NEXTGEN FLOORPLANS

SOURCE: LENAR 
HOMES/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

5   AFFORDABILITY, DEMAND OF SMART HOMES RISING 
AS WIRELESS TECHNOLOGY BECOMES MORE COMMON

A RISING 
senior population

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
Katy’s senior population, age 55 and 
older, in ZIP codes 77094, 77441, 
77449, 77450, 77493 and 77494 has 
increased slowly in the last fi ve years. 
Seniors make up 16.5 percent of the 
population in Katy, according to 2016 
census data. 

Smart Asset, a fi nancial technology 
company, in early June cited Katy as the 
best city to retire in Texas. Three factors 
contributing to this include income and 
sales taxes; number of doctors’ offi ces, 
recreation centers and retirement cen-

ters per 1,000 residents; and the size of 
the senior population.

“With this kind of infrastructure in 
place, Katy’s strong appeal to older res-
idents will only continue to grow, and 
this demand will lead to more products 
from homebuilders that are designed 
to appeal to seniors,” Newland Com-
munities marketing director Heather 
Gustafson said. 

Subdivisions such as Elyson, Cane 
Island and Cinco Ranch Northwest offer 
senior housing options, which include 
patio homes and one-story fl oor plans. 
Some homeowners associations offer 
front lawn service for seniors as well, 
according to Veronica Mullenix, a Hous-
ton Association of Realtors member.
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4 bedroom / 2.5 bath 2,585 sq. ft. $335,000
Diane Sanders 
Sanders Family Real Estate  281-732-0256  

4 bedroom / 2.5 bath 2,374  sq. ft. $285,000
Jimmy Franklin 
RE/MAX Grand 281-347-2200

Located off I-10 and the Grand Parkway, Pine 
Forest boasts 141 homes and is zoned to Katy ISD. 
The median home value is set at $353,875 with an 
median price per square foot of $114.61. 

The neighborhood offers convenient access to 
nearby attractions that include Mary Jo Peckham 
Park, Typhoon Texas and LaCenterra.

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99

6

10

1093

529

N

Build-out year: 2007

Number of homes in community: 141 

Square footage: 1,761- 5,529

Home values: $189,497 -$555,700 

HOA dues (estimated): $0 

Schools: Katy Elementary School, Katy Junior 
High School, Katy High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.5166
Harris County  0.4180
HC Flood Control District 0.0283
Port of Houston Authority  0.0126
Harris County Hospital District  0.1711
HC Department of Education  0.0052
City of Katy  0.4867
Total (per $100 valuation) 2.6385

$353,875

PINE FOREST, 77493 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$114.61$10,132 99

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 7/2/18

7 1

Homes on 
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by See TIM Sell LLC, Tim Sojka  
Keller Williams Realty • 713-822-2152 • www.seetimsell.com

4-5 bedroom / 3 bath 2,588  sq. ft. $374,500
Robin Inzer 
Century 21 Western Realty Inc. 832-641-1292

4 bedroom / 2.5 bath  2,204 sq. ft. $299,990
Glenda Carpenter 
Realm Real Estate Professionals 832-444-4967

2814 E. Elm Circle

6319 Cypress Lane

6401 Magnolia St.

6406 Cypress Lane

Price 77094 77441 77449 77450 77493 77494

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

AVERAGE PRICE OF HOMES SOLD  JUNE 2017 VS.  JUNE 2018

+1.3%

+6%

+4.6%

-1.7%
-3.8%

-5.7%

HOMES SOLD  (JUNE 2018)

Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 77094 77441 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or less - - 7/20 2/7 - -

$150,000-$199,999 - - 104/35 17/46 14/71 1/17

$200,000-$299,999 5/65 19/110 142/135 133/69 165/162 173/114

$300,000-$399,999 14/87 76/184 5/47 89/83 93/239 306/116

$400,000-$499,999 10/172 89/189 5/57 40/110 46/276 156/127

$500,000-$599,999 7/58 45/145 1/21 17/105 24/306 95/149

$600,000-$799,999 11/157 46/218 - 17/78 20/215 77/151

$800,000-$999,999 4/324 8/145 1/117 3/52 4/255 27/168

$1 million + 4/186 7/71 - 8/304 8/422 18/153

MARKET DATA

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOODREAL ESTATE

Your fastest home seller!

Find out what your home is worth 
at searchhomesinkaty.com

If you are looking for the best Realtor® Tim Sojka 
and See Tim Sell are who you contact.    

        -Susie Mobley, Katy Texas

SeeTimSell.com

Call NOW
877-313-SELL
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We have proven to provide the best care for 
seniors in Katy. Call to schedule your tour today!

(281) 394-0628

1520 Katy Gap Rd, Katy, TX         legacyatfalconpoint.com         ALF #106069

Independent livingAssisted Living Memory Care

1  IN 58 CHILDREN ARE DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM.

spectrumofhope.com | 281-894-1423

Serving Houston’s Autism 
Community Since 2004

2017

FROM DIAGNOSIS TO ADULTHOOD APPLY ONLINE
• Applied Behavior Analysis

• Skills & Behavior Assessments

• Comprehensive Treatment Programs

• Intensive Feeding Clinic

• Complete In-take Online

Now hiring Behavior Technicians to provide 
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
therapy to individuals with autism

11820 Cypress Corner Lane 
Houston, TX 77065

L IFE .  BU I LT.  BETTER .®

Call: 844-582-4952visit MER ITAGEHOMES.COM/katy

A NEW HOME IS
ALWAYS A BRIGHT IDEA.
Make a brilliant move to one of our
communities within Katy ISD before the next 
school year. Discover a home that will impress 
from day one with features and options to 
perfectly fit your lifestyle. Schedule a tour now 
and learn how an energy-efficient Meritage 
home always scores high marks.
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1. Elyson – Classic Collection
From the mid $300s
6510 Passionflower Way, Katy, TX 77493

2. Elyson – Estate Collection
From the low $200s
23627 Providence Ridge Trl., Katy, TX 77493

3. Katy Pointe
From the low $200s
24138 Prairie Glen Ln., Katy, TX 77493

4. Silver Ranch
From the high $200s
3034 Shadowbrook Chase, Katy, TX 77494

5. Monterey at Westlake
Quick Move-in Homes Only
From the $600s
By Appointment Only, Katy, TX 77494

FIND A HOME
IN THE TOP
OF ITS CLASS.

Meritage Homes® is a registered trademark of Meritage Homes Corporation. ©2018 Meritage Homes Corporation. 
All rights reserved. For full terms and conditions please visit: www.meritagehomes.com/katyisd2018

START THE SCHOOL YEAR IN A NEW HOME. 

2018
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M   o Jeloudarzadeh said he opened 
Mo’s Place in 1988 with six bar 

stools and two picnic tables. In the 30 
years since, the bar has grown into one 
of Katy’s most popular music venues. 

The venue holds live music perfor-
mances every weekend and boasts 
two stages, two dance fl oors, three 
bars, pool tables, arcade games and 
TVs throughout the space for popular 
sporting events, said Jeloudarzadeh, 
who is called Mo by his regulars. The 
bar off ers pub grub, such as burgers 
and wings, too.

“You don’t have to come here and 
have a drink,” he said. “Bring a bottle 
of water, shoot pool with friends and 
enjoy yourself.” 

Jeloudarzadeh said he opened Mo’s 
place aft er immigrating to the United 
States in the early 1980s. As a child in 
Iran he had told his parents he would 
move to America when he was older. 

“I was 9 years old at the dinner table, 
and I told my parents one day I would 
like to go to America,” he said.

Jeloudarzadeh said he began study-
ing English in preparation for moving 
to the U.S. His parents encouraged him 
to pursue an engineering degree. How-
ever, while working in country bars 
throughout college he fell in love with 
country music and decided to open a 
country music venue of his own.

Once the bar opened Jeloudarzadeh 
worked seven days a week and be gan 

BY R. HANS MILLER
1: Mo’s Place is fi rst and foremost a mu-
sic venue. The Emotions are the house 
band and play at Mo’s regularly.  2: Mo 
Jeloudarzadeh (center left) runs the 
nightclub with his children, Mo Jr. (left), 
Shireen (center right), and Joe (right).

Mo’s Place

21940 Kingsland 
Blvd, Katy

281-392-3499

www.mosplace-
katy.com

Hours: Daily 10 a.m.-2 a.m.

Mo’s Place
Owner follows passion for country music, fi nds success in Katy 
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BUSINESS FEATURE

AUG. 3  The Emotions

AUG. 4  Wade Bowen

AUG. 10  Koe Wetzel

AUG. 17  Shane Smith & 
The Saints

AUG. 18  Josh Ward with 
Chris Colston

AUG. 25  Bag of Donuts

SE P. 29  The Emotions

OCT. 19  Bag of Donuts

OCT. 26  The Emotions

NOV. 16  Ronnie Milsap

NOV. 21  Josh Ward

NOV. 23  Randy Rogers 
Band with The Emotions

NOV. 24  Scooter Brown 
Band

DEC. 7  The Emotions

a success was a part of the American 
dream he wanted as a child. 

“I know in my heart that I fought 
for [my dream ]. It’s all about the food, 
the entertainment and good service,” 
Jeloudarzadeh said. 

MO’S GIG LINEUP

hosting live music performances. He 
was told by the Harris County Fire 
Marshall he would need to expand into 
a neighboring space to accommodate 
the crowds the bar was drawing. Since 
then the nightclub has expanded again 
to include what is now the main stage. 

The stages at Mo’s have helped many 
country stars build their careers. Blake 
Shelton, Little Big Town, Chris Staple-
ton and Luke Bryan have all played at 
the bar, he said.

Mo’s Place has helped so many acts 
build their careers, Jeloudarzadeh was 
inducted into the Texas Country Music 
Hall of Fame in Carthage, Texas, last 
August. Jeloudarzadeh said being able 
to help others and make his business 
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RESIDENTIAL |  LUXURY HOMES |  COMMERCIAL |  ACREAGE |  LEASING 

CALL US TODAY AT
Katy O�  ce
281-220-2100

Fulshear O�  ce
281-220-2150

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATEDVISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

CELEBRATING

20 YEARS IN KATY!

22762 WESTHEIMER PKWY., SUITE 430 
KATY, TEXAS, 77450

6630 FM-1463, SUITE A500
FULSHEAR, TEXAS  77441

SERVING TWO LOCATIONS 
NEAR YOU:
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Kumon Math & Reading Centers of:
Katy – Cinco Ranch East

281-395-6284

Katy – Cinco Ranch Southwest    
281-712-2882

Katy – Grand Parkway West   
832-900-7575

Katy – Green Trails
281-599-3299

Katy – Morton Ranch
281-657-9229

Katy – Saums Rd
281- 829-3330

Katy – Seven Lakes
832-437-3344

GIVE YOUR CHILD AN

ACADEMIC ADVANTAGE

IN SCHOOL AND BEYOND!ACADEMIC ADVANTAGE

IN SCHOOL AND BEYOND!

GIVE YOUR CHILD AN

ACADEMIC ADVANTAGE

IN SCHOOL AND BEYOND!

GIVE YOUR CHILD AN

ACADEMIC ADVANTAGE

IN SCHOOL AND BEYOND!ACADEMIC ADVANTAGE

IN SCHOOL AND BEYOND!ACADEMIC ADVANTAGE

IN SCHOOL AND BEYOND!ACADEMIC ADVANTAGE
ACADEMIC ADVANTAGE

To learn more, we invite you to schedule a 
Free Placement Test today.

kumon.com

Where Smart Kids Get Smarter.
Prices and availability subject 
to change without notice.

Celebrating 30 years in Texas!

Built Around You

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 year Structural Warranty

New homes from the $230s

Avalon at Spring Green  n  Cane Island  n  Cinco Ranch 
Firethorne  n  Fulbrook on Fulshear Creek  n  Jordan Ranch

Join us for our
Open house  
August 9th   

4:30pm - 6:30pm

OUR MISSION IS TO
Love and Serve You and Yours

Assisted Living and Memory CareAssisted Living and Memory CareAssisted Living and Memory Care
Established in 1977

Colonial Oaks at Katy • 21601 Provincial Blvd. Katy, TX 77450 • License #103010 • 281- 578-2222 • www.colonialoaks.org
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O  n a sunny aft ernoon in late 
June, the sounds of food sizzling 

on the stove, customers chatting and 
employees joking fi lled the red-and-
yellow decorated Tom+Che e, a 
fast-casual restaurant in Katy.  

Tom+Chee, which derives its name 
from the classic combination of 
tomato soup and grilled cheese, serves 
more than just that. The business has 
a variety of options from salads, melts, 
soups, grilled cheeses and the item 
that got television personality Barbara 
Corcoran to invest in the company on 
the popular television show “Shark 
Tank:” the grilled cheese donut.

“It’s not burgers; it’s not chicken; 
it’s not pizza. It’s unique and diff er-
ent ... And everybody loves cheese,” 
Owner Mike Buckes said. “Most of our 
items are from scratch too.”

Buckles said it was because of his 
daughter that he decided to join the 
franchise in 2016.

“My daughter had run into a 
Tom+Chee up in Bossier City [in Lou-
isiana], and she said, ‘Dad you’ve got 
to see this concept,’” Buckles said. “So 
I did my research and was very, very 
intrigued about the concept.”

Buckles previously worked with 
three Fortune 500 companies at senior 
management levels and said his expe-
riences there shaped his management 
style. He said it was the desire to own 
his own company that gave him the 
push to open a franchise location.  

“I always had that entrepreneurial 
spirit,” Buckles said. “I like to take 
care of people; it’s all I’ve ever done, 
so getting the opportunity to do it 

myself, for myself, was and still is 
pretty exci ting.”

Buckles said the restaurant made 
a profi t aft er about 90 days, which he 
credits to his years in the customer 
service industry and his employees. 

“It stressed me and extended all of 
my knowledge in those fi rst 90 days. 
But it’s true what they say, if you do 
something you love, you never work a 
day in your life,” Buckles said. 

While Hurricane Harvey did not 
cause any structural damages,  it 
did  fi nancially strain the restaurant.   
Buckles said sales went down 60 per-
cent aft er the storm. 

“Everybody [in Katy] was impacted 
by Harvey, and I would like to get 
back to the pre-Harvey numbers. It’s 
coming back, but it’s coming back 
slowly,” Buckles said. 

Buckles said he plans to open his 
second Tom+Chee restaurant by 
the fi rst quarter of 2019 despite the 
post-Harvey sales decrease. This 
would be the franchise’s 18th location 
and the fi rst drive-thru prototype.

“We’re thinking kind of north in the 
Conroe, Woodlands, Magnolia areas, 
but we’re open to just fi nding that 
perfect location,” Buckles said. “We’re 
missing that whole [drive-thru] market 
right now. The people coming in on 
the freeway, they want that conve-
nience, and it’s not here.”

Buckles said he plans on working in 
the industry for years to come. 

“When I opened this place I said, 
‘You know what Mike? You’re going 
to be working until the end,’” Buckles 
said. “I’m having too much fun.”

Tom+Chee
Fast-casual restaurant serves unique take on 
tomato soup, grilled cheese fare in Katy 

BY KARA MCINTYRE

Tom+Chee

21788 I-10, Ste. 500, Katy

281-394-9501

www.tomandchee.com

Hours: Mon.-Sun. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
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DINING FEATURE

THREE THINGS TO TRY
Grilled cheese salad ($6.95)  Served with mixed 
greens, tomatoes, cucumber, bacon and mushrooms. 

Contains Wisconsin cheddar cheese, 
mozzarella, Roma tomatoes, balsamic 
reduction and garlic seasoning served on 
parmesan-crusted sour-white bread. 

As seen on TV the grilled cheese donut is 
a combination of sweet and savory with a 
glazed donut sliced in half and fi lled with 
Wisconsin cheddar cheese.

The Tom+Chee melt ($7.99)

Grilled cheese donut ($3.95)

Owner Mike Buckles said most of the items 
at Tom+Chee are made from scratch. 
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Leaving Your Employer? 
Understand Your 401(k) Options.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for 
your 401(k), including leaving the money in 
your former employer’s plan, moving it to  
your new employer’s plan, rolling it over to 
an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or 
cashing out the account subject to tax  
consequences.

To learn more, call or visit your financial 
advisor today.
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At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 
401(k), including leaving the money in your former 
employer’s plan, moving it to your new employer’s 
plan, rolling it over to an Individual Retirement  
Account (IRA) or cashing out the account subject to 
tax consequences.

To learn more, call or visit your financial advisor today.

Leaving Your Employer? 
Understand Your 401(k) Options

Our home was listed on a Thursday
and sold on a Saturday.  

                    - Rachael and Henry Walton, Katy, Texas

Community Impact’s Katy Market Data Provider

                    - Rachael and Henry Walton, Katy, Texas

Community Impact’s Katy Market Data Provider

                    - Rachael and Henry Walton, Katy, Texas

Community Impact’s Katy Market Data Provider

Call NOW
877-313-SELL
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Tract 8
11.5 acres

Buc-ee’s

Tract 10A
11 acres

Tract 10B
6.3 acres

Tract 5A
5 acres

Tract 5B | 6 acres
Potential tractor dealership 

Tract 11
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The revenue that new industrial developments generate help the 
city keep its tax rate steady while working to pay off bonds for 
drainage improvements.

FOLLOWING 
THE MONEY

Ad valorem/property taxes 
Sales taxes 
Inventory taxes

This creates extra revenue 
for the city to offset high 
drainage bonds and taxes.  

The revenue 
generated from these 
taxes helps to increase 
public safety, create 
jobs and expedites 
transportation 
projects. 

Fire Department: Revenue from industrial 
developments help the city increase public 
services. In 2014 the city was able to switch to a 
full-time fi re department, and Fire Station No. 2 
is expected to be open by late 2018. It will help 
serve residents south of I-10. 

Road projects: Extra revenue also creates indirect benefi ts like 
helping speed up road construction projects. City offi cials said the new 
Buc-ee’s in the West Ten Business Park helped to speed up the project 
to connect FM 1463 to Cane Island Parkway. 

Industrial developments bring:

SOURCE: CITY OF KATY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

“The city is really gearing up 
towards the industrial side,” city of 
Katy Administrator Byron Hebert said. 
“It’s ramping up.” 

Katy’s industrial area includes the 
western corridor between the Grand 
Parkway and I-10, Hebert said. This 
area encompasses Katy’s West Ten 
Business Park, which has seen a signif-
icant amount of activity, especially the 
last few months, he said. 

Hebert said large-scale warehouse 
distribution centers like the Amazon 
facility that recently opened this year 

 CONTINUED FROM 1
Hebert said now that infrastructure 

is in place and the city has extended 
its city limits, industrial development 
could continue to take off  in the next 
few years. While Katy’s West Ten Busi-
ness Park is nearly built out, he and 
Reina said the 4 miles that extend from 
the park could potentially be devel-
oped into three more industrial parks. 

“The whole area between West Ten 
Business Park and Woods Road—now 
that it has utilities—will develop,” 
Hebert said. “And we have interest on 
almost every single piece of property 
that’s out there,”

BENEFITS TO RESIDENTS

Industrial development in Katy can 
be defi ned as large-scale distribution 
warehouses, such as the Bel Furniture 
development and other projects like 
the new Oakmont facility that is set to 
fi nish construction by the end of July, 
and also global headquarters reloca-
tions. 

These types of developments bring 

in various benefi ts to residents; namely 
they generate revenue that helps off set 
taxes.

Hebert said these developments 
bring in revenue through ad valorem 
and property taxes, sales taxes and 
inventory taxes. This revenue helps the 
city keep its tax rate low and also pay 
for public services.

The city has lowered its tax rate for 
the last fi ve years, but Hebert said it 
will not be lowered again consider-
ing the city still has to pay off  a $19.5 
million bond package for drainage 
improvements that voters approved in 
May.

Reina added that while other cities 
have raised their tax rates to pay for 
drainage improvements, Katy has not 
raised its tax rate to pay for any drain-
age-related projects. 

“And that industrial and heavy 
commercial development helps us do 
that,” Reina said. “It does help us keep 
things steady for our residents and 
businesses.” 

Hebert and Reina said they could 
not share any projections of revenue 
that the newer developments like Ama-
zon will bring in yet since the county 
appraisal district has not received 
fi nal numbers from tax rolls, but both 
expect the return on investment to be 
signifi cant.

“Our projections are that they will 
have a substantial impact with reve-
nue coming into the city,” Hebert said. 

DEVELOPMENT FACTORS

There are several factors as to why 
industrial development is increasing 
in the Katy area. Aside from the city’s 
proactive approach, the 4-mile stretch 
of land that has the most potential for 

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

are a main driver of industrial develop-
ment in Katy. 

“Not only do we have the large dis-
tribution centers, but a lot of big com-
panies are moving their corporate 
headquarters here, their corporate 
offi  ces—like Bel Furniture, like Pep-
perl+Fuchs,” said Kayce Reina, Katy’s 
director of tourism, marketing and 
public relations. 

Hebert said the recent developments 
that have taken root in the city and 
what is to come is not by accident. The 
city has been proactive in planning for 
heavy industrial projects by choosing 
to extend its city limits about 4 miles 
west past the business park almost 
to Woods Road.  In spring 2018 the 
city also put water and sewer lines in 
place as an incentive for companies to 
develop there.

“We really have a lot of activity 
because you now have utilities,” 
Hebert said. “The city is in a great posi-
tion to kind of dictate its future of what 
we want to see come to us.”

MOVING 

WEST

NMap not to scale

City of Katy limits Existing Coming soon

The city of Katy has extended its city limits 
nearly all the way to Brookshire. The  most 
recent annexation of 198 acres in 2017 was 
for the Amazon facility that opened in 2018.

Fire Station 
No. 2

10

10

KINGSLAND 
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BELL 
PATNA DR.

KATY 
MILLS 
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1  Bel Furniture 
(Transwestern Phase 1)

A  Distribution warehouse
and headquarters
340,503 sq. ft.

B  Showroom
74,793 sq. ft.

2  Igloo Products Corp.
3,451,694 sq. ft.

 $802,330 

3  Medline Industries
418,964 sq. ft.

 $22.28M

4  Oakmont Industrial Group
673,785 sq. ft.

 End of July

5  Pepperl+Fuchs
110,136 sq. ft.

6  Transwestern Develop-
ment Company (Phase 2)
248,000 sq. ft.

 End of 2018

7  Vahle Inc.
216,493 sq. ft.

 $1.88M

8  Vigavi Realty
1,260,841 sq. ft.

 $4.17M

Total appraised value

Estimated completion date

City offi cials said industrial development 
can also bring in retail and other commercial 
projects like the Buc-ee’s that opened in August 
2017. More restaurants are planned for the park, 
directly next to the Buc-ee’s on Tract 11. 

BRINGING IN 

RETAIL

IN THE WEST TEN BUSINESS PARK 4

Katy’s West Ten Business Park is nearly 90 
percent complete. Major projects include the 

new Oakmont  facility and Transwestern’s 
distribution warehouse. 

Existing
Drainage/greenbelt

Coming soon

West Ten 
Business 

Park

Hines/Pintail Crossing Business Park: 
Pintail Crossing lies in an area not within 
Katy’s city limits. The master-planned 
business park will offer 2.2 million 
square feet of distribution space and will 
break ground by the end of the year. 

N
RESTAURANTS

&

TRACKING KATY’S INDUSTRIAL

 DEVELOPMENT

Water/sewer line: In spring 2018 the 
city extended its water and sewer lines 

west of the West Ten Business Park to entice 
developers to build industrial projects there. 

development is zoned to heavy indus-
trial commercial, making it easier for 
companies to build there. 

“Zoning does provide a level of pro-
tection for companies that are looking 
to enhance or maximize their value,” 
said Lance LaCour, president of the 
Katy Economic Development Council. 

Transwestern Development Com-
pany has three buildings in West Ten 
Business Park. Three years ago, the 
company purchased 75 acres in the 
park for “spec” space, meaning no 
signed tenants or preleases. 

Now the company has developed 
two buildings, both leased to Bel Fur-
niture: a roughly 340,000-square-foot 
building that serves as a warehouse 
and corporate headquarters and a 
nearly 75,000-square-foot air-condi-
tioned showroom. 

Brian Gammill, a broker for Tran-
swestern Development Company, said 
Transwestern is continuing to develop 
the property it has in the park and has 
plans for Phases 2 and 3, which entail 
a 248,000-square-foot building that 
can accommodate four tenants that 
Transwestern expects to complete con-
struction on by the end of 2018. 

“We have an additional 30 acres 
adjacent to Phase 2, which we are 
talking to a couple of tenants on for a 
prelease or a build to suit, but we are 
seeing good action on it,” Gammill 
said. 

The Oakmont facility is another big 
project that will maximize the park’s 
industrial pull. Tom Cobb, senior vice 
president of development for Oakmont 
Industrial Group, said the develop-
ment was made possible thanks to 

a two-year, 100 percent property tax 
abatement agreement between Waller 
County, the city and Oakmont.  

“Our project is probably the high-
est quality industrial development 
that has gone into the whole Houston 
marketplace from an industrial stand-
point,” Cobb said. 

Cobb said the Oakmont facility will 
feature LED warehouse lighting, high 
ceilings to store more product, and the 
company has plans in place to accom-
modate an oversized auto parking 
requirement for E-commerce use. 

“A lot of the functional attributes 
that we are providing is really suited 
well for that type of E-commerce play,” 
Cobb said. “And [being located on] the 
west side of town, you can distribute to 
Austin, San Antonio and Houston.” 

Gammill also stressed the 

importance of E-commerce.
“You have essentially what 250,000 

people that live within 5 or 6 miles of 
[the Grand Parkway] and I-10 and so 
these users—i.e. Amazon at a million 
feet ... and Bel Furniture at 400,000 
feet—they want to be close to the con-
sumer, and that’s what is driving a lot 
of the growth out there.” 

LaCour said aside from the area of 4 
miles that extend west of the city, more 
industrial development will occur 
north of the Grand Parkway. 

“I think you are going to see more 
corporate, more campus-style develop-
ment going that direction and maybe a 
greater mix of opportunities,” he said. 
“This is going to be a good year for us.”

90

Igloo Products 
Corporation
2.38M sq. ft.

 $8.32M 

Amazon 
fulfi llment facility
3.77M sq. ft.

 $43.18M 

SOURCES: WEST 
TEN BUSINESS PARK,  
TRANSWESTERN 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, 

WALLER COUNTY 
APPRAISAL DISTRICT, CITY 
OF KATY/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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The revenue that new industrial developments generate help the 
city keep its tax rate steady while working to pay off bonds for 
drainage improvements.

FOLLOWING 
THE MONEY

Ad valorem/property taxes 
Sales taxes 
Inventory taxes

This creates extra revenue 
for the city to offset high 
drainage bonds and taxes.  

The revenue 
generated from these 
taxes helps to increase 
public safety, create 
jobs and expedites 
transportation 
projects. 

Fire Department: Revenue from industrial 
developments help the city increase public 
services. In 2014 the city was able to switch to a 
full-time fi re department, and Fire Station No. 2 
is expected to be open by late 2018. It will help 
serve residents south of I-10. 

Road projects: Extra revenue also creates indirect benefi ts like 
helping speed up road construction projects. City offi cials said the new 
Buc-ee’s in the West Ten Business Park helped to speed up the project 
to connect FM 1463 to Cane Island Parkway. 

Industrial developments bring:

SOURCE: CITY OF KATY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

“The city is really gearing up 
towards the industrial side,” city of 
Katy Administrator Byron Hebert said. 
“It’s ramping up.” 

Katy’s industrial area includes the 
western corridor between the Grand 
Parkway and I-10, Hebert said. This 
area encompasses Katy’s West Ten 
Business Park, which has seen a signif-
icant amount of activity, especially the 
last few months, he said. 

Hebert said large-scale warehouse 
distribution centers like the Amazon 
facility that recently opened this year 

 CONTINUED FROM 1
Hebert said now that infrastructure 

is in place and the city has extended 
its city limits, industrial development 
could continue to take off  in the next 
few years. While Katy’s West Ten Busi-
ness Park is nearly built out, he and 
Reina said the 4 miles that extend from 
the park could potentially be devel-
oped into three more industrial parks. 

“The whole area between West Ten 
Business Park and Woods Road—now 
that it has utilities—will develop,” 
Hebert said. “And we have interest on 
almost every single piece of property 
that’s out there,”

BENEFITS TO RESIDENTS

Industrial development in Katy can 
be defi ned as large-scale distribution 
warehouses, such as the Bel Furniture 
development and other projects like 
the new Oakmont facility that is set to 
fi nish construction by the end of July, 
and also global headquarters reloca-
tions. 

These types of developments bring 

in various benefi ts to residents; namely 
they generate revenue that helps off set 
taxes.

Hebert said these developments 
bring in revenue through ad valorem 
and property taxes, sales taxes and 
inventory taxes. This revenue helps the 
city keep its tax rate low and also pay 
for public services.

The city has lowered its tax rate for 
the last fi ve years, but Hebert said it 
will not be lowered again consider-
ing the city still has to pay off  a $19.5 
million bond package for drainage 
improvements that voters approved in 
May.

Reina added that while other cities 
have raised their tax rates to pay for 
drainage improvements, Katy has not 
raised its tax rate to pay for any drain-
age-related projects. 

“And that industrial and heavy 
commercial development helps us do 
that,” Reina said. “It does help us keep 
things steady for our residents and 
businesses.” 

Hebert and Reina said they could 
not share any projections of revenue 
that the newer developments like Ama-
zon will bring in yet since the county 
appraisal district has not received 
fi nal numbers from tax rolls, but both 
expect the return on investment to be 
signifi cant.

“Our projections are that they will 
have a substantial impact with reve-
nue coming into the city,” Hebert said. 

DEVELOPMENT FACTORS

There are several factors as to why 
industrial development is increasing 
in the Katy area. Aside from the city’s 
proactive approach, the 4-mile stretch 
of land that has the most potential for 
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are a main driver of industrial develop-
ment in Katy. 

“Not only do we have the large dis-
tribution centers, but a lot of big com-
panies are moving their corporate 
headquarters here, their corporate 
offi  ces—like Bel Furniture, like Pep-
perl+Fuchs,” said Kayce Reina, Katy’s 
director of tourism, marketing and 
public relations. 

Hebert said the recent developments 
that have taken root in the city and 
what is to come is not by accident. The 
city has been proactive in planning for 
heavy industrial projects by choosing 
to extend its city limits about 4 miles 
west past the business park almost 
to Woods Road.  In spring 2018 the 
city also put water and sewer lines in 
place as an incentive for companies to 
develop there.

“We really have a lot of activity 
because you now have utilities,” 
Hebert said. “The city is in a great posi-
tion to kind of dictate its future of what 
we want to see come to us.”
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City of Katy limits Existing Coming soon

The city of Katy has extended its city limits 
nearly all the way to Brookshire. The  most 
recent annexation of 198 acres in 2017 was 
for the Amazon facility that opened in 2018.
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1  Bel Furniture 
(Transwestern Phase 1)

A  Distribution warehouse
and headquarters
340,503 sq. ft.

B  Showroom
74,793 sq. ft.

2  Igloo Products Corp.
3,451,694 sq. ft.

 $802,330 

3  Medline Industries
418,964 sq. ft.

 $22.28M

4  Oakmont Industrial Group
673,785 sq. ft.

 End of July

5  Pepperl+Fuchs
110,136 sq. ft.

6  Transwestern Develop-
ment Company (Phase 2)
248,000 sq. ft.

 End of 2018

7  Vahle Inc.
216,493 sq. ft.

 $1.88M

8  Vigavi Realty
1,260,841 sq. ft.

 $4.17M

Total appraised value

Estimated completion date

City offi cials said industrial development 
can also bring in retail and other commercial 
projects like the Buc-ee’s that opened in August 
2017. More restaurants are planned for the park, 
directly next to the Buc-ee’s on Tract 11. 

BRINGING IN 

RETAIL

IN THE WEST TEN BUSINESS PARK 4

Katy’s West Ten Business Park is nearly 90 
percent complete. Major projects include the 

new Oakmont  facility and Transwestern’s 
distribution warehouse. 

Existing
Drainage/greenbelt

Coming soon

West Ten 
Business 

Park

Hines/Pintail Crossing Business Park: 
Pintail Crossing lies in an area not within 
Katy’s city limits. The master-planned 
business park will offer 2.2 million 
square feet of distribution space and will 
break ground by the end of the year. 

N
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TRACKING KATY’S INDUSTRIAL

 DEVELOPMENT

Water/sewer line: In spring 2018 the 
city extended its water and sewer lines 

west of the West Ten Business Park to entice 
developers to build industrial projects there. 

development is zoned to heavy indus-
trial commercial, making it easier for 
companies to build there. 

“Zoning does provide a level of pro-
tection for companies that are looking 
to enhance or maximize their value,” 
said Lance LaCour, president of the 
Katy Economic Development Council. 

Transwestern Development Com-
pany has three buildings in West Ten 
Business Park. Three years ago, the 
company purchased 75 acres in the 
park for “spec” space, meaning no 
signed tenants or preleases. 

Now the company has developed 
two buildings, both leased to Bel Fur-
niture: a roughly 340,000-square-foot 
building that serves as a warehouse 
and corporate headquarters and a 
nearly 75,000-square-foot air-condi-
tioned showroom. 

Brian Gammill, a broker for Tran-
swestern Development Company, said 
Transwestern is continuing to develop 
the property it has in the park and has 
plans for Phases 2 and 3, which entail 
a 248,000-square-foot building that 
can accommodate four tenants that 
Transwestern expects to complete con-
struction on by the end of 2018. 

“We have an additional 30 acres 
adjacent to Phase 2, which we are 
talking to a couple of tenants on for a 
prelease or a build to suit, but we are 
seeing good action on it,” Gammill 
said. 

The Oakmont facility is another big 
project that will maximize the park’s 
industrial pull. Tom Cobb, senior vice 
president of development for Oakmont 
Industrial Group, said the develop-
ment was made possible thanks to 

a two-year, 100 percent property tax 
abatement agreement between Waller 
County, the city and Oakmont.  

“Our project is probably the high-
est quality industrial development 
that has gone into the whole Houston 
marketplace from an industrial stand-
point,” Cobb said. 

Cobb said the Oakmont facility will 
feature LED warehouse lighting, high 
ceilings to store more product, and the 
company has plans in place to accom-
modate an oversized auto parking 
requirement for E-commerce use. 

“A lot of the functional attributes 
that we are providing is really suited 
well for that type of E-commerce play,” 
Cobb said. “And [being located on] the 
west side of town, you can distribute to 
Austin, San Antonio and Houston.” 

Gammill also stressed the 

importance of E-commerce.
“You have essentially what 250,000 

people that live within 5 or 6 miles of 
[the Grand Parkway] and I-10 and so 
these users—i.e. Amazon at a million 
feet ... and Bel Furniture at 400,000 
feet—they want to be close to the con-
sumer, and that’s what is driving a lot 
of the growth out there.” 

LaCour said aside from the area of 4 
miles that extend west of the city, more 
industrial development will occur 
north of the Grand Parkway. 

“I think you are going to see more 
corporate, more campus-style develop-
ment going that direction and maybe a 
greater mix of opportunities,” he said. 
“This is going to be a good year for us.”
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Igloo Products 
Corporation
2.38M sq. ft.

 $8.32M 

Amazon 
fulfi llment facility
3.77M sq. ft.

 $43.18M 

SOURCES: WEST 
TEN BUSINESS PARK,  
TRANSWESTERN 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, 
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The prices of our homes, included features, plans, specifications, promotions/incentives, neighborhood build-out and available locations are subject to change without notice. No information or material herein is to be construed to be an offer or 
solicitation for sale. You must visit a Trendmaker model to purchase a home. Please consult a New Home Advisor for specific price and other information for each community. Please see the actual purchase agreement for additional information, 
disclosures, and disclaimers relating to any home, homesite and/or the features thereof. A Broker/Agent must register their client in person on client’s first visit at each community for a Broker/Agent to receive a commission or referral fee, if 
available. Any photographs or renderings used herein reflect artists’ conceptions and are for illustrative purposes only. Our name and the logos contained herein are registered trademarks of TRI Pointe Group, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries.
© 2018 Trendmaker Homes, Inc., a member of the TRI Pointe Group. All rights reserved.

Higher standards  
from start to finish.

Fulshear Run
New Homes from the $560s

The same designer-selected high-end finishes you 

were charmed by in our models are the ones we 

build right into every home. Other builders call them 

“upgrades” and charge extra for them. We call them 

the “Trendmaker way.” Discover sophisticated country 

living in Fulshear Run, where the land is beautiful, the 

trees are mature and the homesites are oversized.  

On-site Farmers’ Market every Saturday

New Lamar ISD Schools

Hiking Trails  •  Fishing Dock • Open Greenspace 

Half-acre Homesites
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BondBond
BEHIND THE 

Based on 2018 dollars, market condi-
tions and total tax levy, Harris County 
offi cials anticipate the proposed bond 
referendum would approximately 
double the HCFCD tax rate by 2035. 

a rainya rainy
HISTORY

Offi cials have said projects proposed in the bond 
package are not solely in response to Hurricane 
Harvey. Over the past 25 years numerous storms 
have dropped signifi cant rainfall across the county.

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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In 2035 the tax rate could be about 

The HCFCD’s annual 
budget could grow from 

$60 million to

$100 million
for capital projects.

In 2020 the HCFCD property tax rate could increase by 
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bond electionbond election
C A STING BALLOTS IN THE

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

One year after Hurricane Harvey, Harris County will 
hold an election to fund fl ood mitigation projects. 

Early vo ting for the election begins Aug. 8.

Voters will decide on the $2.5 billion bond 
referendum Aug. 25.

Check www.harrisvotes.com for voting 
times and locations.

Storm did not last four days*
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diff erent streams, such as Bear Creek, 
building a regional detention facility in 
Cypress Creek to address overfl ow in the 
area and desilting all 17 channels.

CRITICAL PROJECTS

State Rep. Mike Schofi eld, R-Ka ty, 
said the most important project that 
could benefi t Katy residents is the cre-
ation of a third reservoir, though it is 
not on the proposed list of projects.

“There wouldn’t be a question of 
having to worry about opening the 
Addicks gates in the middle of a storm 
if you had a third reservoir behind it 
slowing down the fl ow of water into 
Addicks in the fi rst place—and that 
was the original proposed function of 
that reservoir,” Schofi eld said. 

 Zeve said a $3 million project to fund 
a s tudy required by the Corps for any 
modifi cation to the Addicks and Barker 
reservoirs is the fi rst step to accom-
plishing a third reservoir. Funding for 
the project was approved in early July. 

Schofi eld said he was not sur-
prised that the third reservoir was not 
included in the preliminary list.

“They did not mislead us into believ-
ing it would be in here, but it needs 
to be part of our overall plan regard-
less of the funding source,” Schofi eld 
said. “People do not care which level 

of government or what bond pays for 
it when they are knee deep in water in 
their living room.”

Schofi eld said aside from the third 
reservoir he thinks the most import-
ant projects for Katy included in the 
proposed list are the desilting of the 17 
channels and tributaries. 

“Much of the fl ooding is really 
caused because the little waterways 
clog up and water never gets to where 
it’s going,” Schofi eld said. 

Katy resident Doyle Boutwell said 
he agreed with Schofi eld. Boutwell 
said he lives just north of Mayde Creek, 
which is an infamous spot for fl ooding 
in the county. 

“It’s not the main reservoir that is 
the problem, [and] it is not the capacity 
of the reservoir, it’s the things leading 
into the reservoir,” Boutwell said. 

Boutwell said the reservoir and sur-
rounding creeks near him were dry 
before the rain that ensued in late 
June, but neighbors became weary 
when they saw the banks of the reser-
voir overfl ow.

“The rain level we’ve had over the 
last 3 or 4 days we should have been 
able to handle easily,” Boutwell said. 
“There was no neighborhood fl ooding 
per se, but it got out of the banks and 
people were nervous.” 

One of the proposed projects that 
could help address fl ooding in Bout-
well’s area includes constructing a 
new bridg e at Greenhouse and South 
Mayde Creek. Some city offi  cials have 
said some of the projects  have been 
needed long before Harvey hit Texas . 

“I hate to say it, but we wouldn’t 
have had this opportunity for the fed-
eral funding is this [Hurricane Harvey] 
wouldn’t have happened. And we need 
to do everything we can to maximize 
this,” said Lance LaCour, president of 
the Katy Area Economic Development 
Council. 

FUNDING THE BOND 

To fund the $2.5 billion in projects 
Harris County property owners would 
see a property tax rate increase begin-
ning in 2020 of $4.63 for a home val-
ued at $166,000 aft er exemptions, said 
Frank Bruce, Harris County senior 
director of fi nance and budget. 

Yet a change in market conditions, 
interest rates or the HCFCD’s total tax 
levy could aff ect this increase, he said. 

As the tax rate is expected to rise 
as bonds are sold the average tax-
payer would pay about $50 more in 
2035 than in 2018, Jackson said. By 
2035—as the bonds will be issued over 
a 15-year period—the HCFCD tax rate 

is anticipated to increase by 3 cents, 
roughly doubling the existing tax rate 
assuming no change in market con-
ditions, interest rates or the tax levy, 
Bruce said. A homeowner with an over-
65 or disabled exemption and a home 
worth $200,000 or less would not pay 
any additional tax. Early voting begins 
Aug. 8. 

“Harvey brought it [fl ood-control 
projects] to everybody’s attention,” 
Schofi eld said. “Hopefully we can 
get some of these projects underway 
before everybody gets too dry and for-
gets about it.” 
ADDITI ONAL REPORTING BY SHAWN 

ARRAJJ, ZAC EZZONE, VANESSA HOLT 

AND CHEVALL PRYCE 

Horsepen Creek

Bear Creek

Langham

 Creek

Control structures for 
upper Langham Creek:

$10 million

Build a regional rete ntion 
facility in the Cypress 
Creek overfl ow area:

$15 million

Desilt all 17 channels that 
lead into the reservoir:

$30 million

Funding to desilt the 
Addicks Reservoir has 

been estimated at 

$10 million
New detention basin:

$16 million

Fund the design of a South 
Mayde Creek bypass 

channel into the reservoir:

$10 million

Bear Creek 
conveyance:

$25 millio n

Complete the pond at John 
Paul’s Landing for a storm 

water detention basin:

$21 million

“HARVEY WAS CERTAINLY THE 
CATALYST THAT’S CAUSING THE 
CONVERSATIONS WE’RE HAVING 
TODAY, BUT THAT BY NO MEANS 
IS THE BENCHMARK THAT 
WE USE TO DEVELOP THESE 
PROJECTS.”

— RUSS POPPE, HCFCD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

290

Harris County Commissioners Court 
unanimously voted June 12 to call an 
Aug. 25 election for a bond package 
that would provide  funding for Harris 
County Flood Control District projects 
across the county.

“Harvey changed lives. There are 
homes still abandoned, people still 
cleaning up remnants of Harvey all 
these months later,” County Judge Ed 
Emmett said May 30 at a press confer-
ence. “ ... We can’t make sure it doesn’t 
happen again, but we can certainly do a 
lot of mitigation and make our commu-
nity more resilient.”

If voters approve the referendum the 
average Harris County property owner 
could see about a $5 annual increase 
on the property taxes they pay to 
HCFCD beginning in 2020; that fi gure 
could grow to about $50 more a year 
by 2035, Harris County Budget Offi  cer 
Bill Jackson said.

The HCFCD has hosted community 
meetings in each of Harris County’s 23 
watersheds over the last two months to 
seek input from residents on the pro-
posed projects in their area. Some of 

the proposed projects will eventually 
be included in the $2.5 billion bond.

Some of the proposed projects in the 
Addicks Reservoir watershed, which 
concerns the Katy and Cypress areas, 
include desilting the entire reservoir, 
desilting the 17 channels that lead 
into the reservoir and creating more 
regional detention basins throughout 
the watershed. A fi nal project list is 
expected to be released Aug. 1.

“This is part of recovery, but it’s more 
than that. It’s more looking forward 
and preparing the county and all of our 
various communities for the next fl ood 
event,” HCFCD Chief Operations Offi  cer 
Matthew Zeve said. “This will involve 
a property tax increase—nothing’s 
for free—but it’s an investment for the 
future viability of our entire county.”

COUNTY PROJECTS

Although the election will take place 
on the one-year anniversary of Hurri-
cane Harvey, the proposed projects were 
deemed necessary based on the last sev-
eral fl ooding events in Harris County, 
HCFCD Executive Director Russ Poppe 
said during a May 30 press conference. 
Harvey was the third time some Katy-
area homes fl ooded in three years, fol-
lowing the Memorial Day and Tax Day 
fl oods of 2015 and 2016, respectively .

“Harvey w as certainly the catalyst 
that’s causing the conversations we’re 
having today, but that by no means is 
the benchmark that we use to develop 
these projects,” he said. “We have to 
look at the sum total of our previous 
fl ooding events, and that really gives 

us a bett er picture on what areas are 
prone to fl ooding.”

The bond funding would increase 
the HCFCD’s available capital project 
funding from $60 million annually 
to about $100 million annually fr om 
2020-35, Jackson said. 

While the proposed list of projects 
totals about $2.5 billion, Emmett said 
he estimates the county would need as 
much as $25 billion. 

If voters approve the bond referen-
dum Harris County would have $5.5 
billion to work with for fl ood mitiga-
tion projects over the next 15 years—
constructing about half a billion dol-
lars of projects each year, Jackson said.

The county’s $2.5 billion would 
include $1 billion of funding to match 
$3 bil lion from the U.S. government 
for fl ood prevention projects, Jackson 
said. The remaining $1.5 billion of the 
bond referendum would be reserved 
for an additional funding match or for 
HCFCD capital projects. 

 “We wouldn’t be issuing that $1.5 
billion on Day 1. It would be over a 
period of time,” he said. “We may do it 
quicker than [15 years]; just these proj-
ects take time, and the federal govern-
ment just doesn’t give you $3 billion up 
front.” 

In addition to watershed-specifi c proj-
ects, funds would be spent on county-
wide projects, including upgrades to 
the Harris County Flood Warning Sys-
tem, updates to Harris County fl ood 
plain maps, preliminary engineering 
services for constructing large diame-
ter tunnels to convey stormwater and 

mitigation projects done in partnership 
with other entities, according to HCFCD. 

“The reality is right now [fl ood plains 
are] a bit of a guess,” Emmett said. “So 
some of this funding is going to go to fi g-
uring out [where the fl ood plains are]. 
So many people fl ooded this time that 
thought they were in no danger, and we 
just can’t let that happen again.”

LOCAL PROJECTS

The two watersheds that concern the 
Katy area are the Barker Reservoir and 
Addicks Reservoir watersheds. The 
HCFCD’s community meeting for the 
Addicks Reservoir watershed was held 
June 22 and saw a strong turnou t. The 
Barker Reservoir watershed meeting is 
set for 6-8 p.m. Aug. 1.

Of the list of preliminary projects 
included in the Addicks Reservoir 
watershed, seven proposed proj-
ects totaling $126 million would be 
funded solely with local money if the 
bond referendum passed. Eight more 
proposed partnership projects total-
ing $192.5 million would be funded 
through the HCFCD and the federal 
government through either the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency or the 
U.S. Department of Urban Housing and 
Development, Zeve said.

Some of the proposed projects 
include proposals to help fund the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to potentially 
remove accumulated silt in the Addicks 
Reservoir, extending outfalls to lead 
into detention basins, providing more 
regional detention, increasing convey-
ance capacity along all the watershed’s 

Fund a study required by the 
USACE for any modifi cation to 
Addicks and Barker reservoirs:

$750,000

New bridge at Greenhouse 
and South Mayde Creek:

$15 million

NMap not to scale
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Complete the pond at John 
Paul’s Landing for a storm 

water detention basin:

the proposed projects will eventually 

Map not to scale

ProposedProposed
BOND PROJEC TS

The Harris County Flood Control District’s proposed 
drainage projects for the Addick s Reservoir 
watershed include desilting the entire Addicks 
Reservoir as well as the 17 channels that lead into it. 

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Local dr ainage 
improvements
include multiple jurisdictions working 
together to improve drainage in subdivisions.

Local pro jec ts
feature channel improvements, detention 
basin construction and other projects only 
funded by HCFCD.

Partnership projects
include channel improvements, detention 
basin construction and other projects 
funded by multiple sources.

Storm repairs
consist of restoring damaged infrastructure, 
such as a detention basin.

Watershed boundary

Extend Bear Creek tributary 
and provide a second outfall 

for  a detention basin:

$5 million 

*Homeowners with an 
over-age-65 or disabled 
exemption and a $200,00 
or less home would not 
pay any additional tax.

If approved the average Harris County homeowner would pay:

$50 more$4.63more
in taxes by 2020 annually* by 2035 than today annually.*about

AND
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Based on 2018 dollars, market condi-
tions and total tax levy, Harris County 
offi cials anticipate the proposed bond 
referendum would approximately 
double the HCFCD tax rate by 2035. 

a rainya rainy
HISTORY

Offi cials have said projects proposed in the bond 
package are not solely in response to Hurricane 
Harvey. Over the past 25 years numerous storms 
have dropped signifi cant rainfall across the county.

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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In 2035 the tax rate could be about 

The HCFCD’s annual 
budget could grow from 

$60 million to

$100 million
for capital projects.

In 2020 the HCFCD property tax rate could increase by 
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SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

One year after Hurricane Harvey, Harris County will 
hold an election to fund fl ood mitigation projects. 

Early vo ting for the election begins Aug. 8.

Voters will decide on the $2.5 billion bond 
referendum Aug. 25.

Check www.harrisvotes.com for voting 
times and locations.

Storm did not last four days*
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diff erent streams, such as Bear Creek, 
building a regional detention facility in 
Cypress Creek to address overfl ow in the 
area and desilting all 17 channels.

CRITICAL PROJECTS

State Rep. Mike Schofi eld, R-Ka ty, 
said the most important project that 
could benefi t Katy residents is the cre-
ation of a third reservoir, though it is 
not on the proposed list of projects.

“There wouldn’t be a question of 
having to worry about opening the 
Addicks gates in the middle of a storm 
if you had a third reservoir behind it 
slowing down the fl ow of water into 
Addicks in the fi rst place—and that 
was the original proposed function of 
that reservoir,” Schofi eld said. 

 Zeve said a $3 million project to fund 
a s tudy required by the Corps for any 
modifi cation to the Addicks and Barker 
reservoirs is the fi rst step to accom-
plishing a third reservoir. Funding for 
the project was approved in early July. 

Schofi eld said he was not sur-
prised that the third reservoir was not 
included in the preliminary list.

“They did not mislead us into believ-
ing it would be in here, but it needs 
to be part of our overall plan regard-
less of the funding source,” Schofi eld 
said. “People do not care which level 

of government or what bond pays for 
it when they are knee deep in water in 
their living room.”

Schofi eld said aside from the third 
reservoir he thinks the most import-
ant projects for Katy included in the 
proposed list are the desilting of the 17 
channels and tributaries. 

“Much of the fl ooding is really 
caused because the little waterways 
clog up and water never gets to where 
it’s going,” Schofi eld said. 

Katy resident Doyle Boutwell said 
he agreed with Schofi eld. Boutwell 
said he lives just north of Mayde Creek, 
which is an infamous spot for fl ooding 
in the county. 

“It’s not the main reservoir that is 
the problem, [and] it is not the capacity 
of the reservoir, it’s the things leading 
into the reservoir,” Boutwell said. 

Boutwell said the reservoir and sur-
rounding creeks near him were dry 
before the rain that ensued in late 
June, but neighbors became weary 
when they saw the banks of the reser-
voir overfl ow.

“The rain level we’ve had over the 
last 3 or 4 days we should have been 
able to handle easily,” Boutwell said. 
“There was no neighborhood fl ooding 
per se, but it got out of the banks and 
people were nervous.” 

One of the proposed projects that 
could help address fl ooding in Bout-
well’s area includes constructing a 
new bridg e at Greenhouse and South 
Mayde Creek. Some city offi  cials have 
said some of the projects  have been 
needed long before Harvey hit Texas . 

“I hate to say it, but we wouldn’t 
have had this opportunity for the fed-
eral funding is this [Hurricane Harvey] 
wouldn’t have happened. And we need 
to do everything we can to maximize 
this,” said Lance LaCour, president of 
the Katy Area Economic Development 
Council. 

FUNDING THE BOND 

To fund the $2.5 billion in projects 
Harris County property owners would 
see a property tax rate increase begin-
ning in 2020 of $4.63 for a home val-
ued at $166,000 aft er exemptions, said 
Frank Bruce, Harris County senior 
director of fi nance and budget. 

Yet a change in market conditions, 
interest rates or the HCFCD’s total tax 
levy could aff ect this increase, he said. 

As the tax rate is expected to rise 
as bonds are sold the average tax-
payer would pay about $50 more in 
2035 than in 2018, Jackson said. By 
2035—as the bonds will be issued over 
a 15-year period—the HCFCD tax rate 

is anticipated to increase by 3 cents, 
roughly doubling the existing tax rate 
assuming no change in market con-
ditions, interest rates or the tax levy, 
Bruce said. A homeowner with an over-
65 or disabled exemption and a home 
worth $200,000 or less would not pay 
any additional tax. Early voting begins 
Aug. 8. 

“Harvey brought it [fl ood-control 
projects] to everybody’s attention,” 
Schofi eld said. “Hopefully we can 
get some of these projects underway 
before everybody gets too dry and for-
gets about it.” 
ADDITI ONAL REPORTING BY SHAWN 

ARRAJJ, ZAC EZZONE, VANESSA HOLT 

AND CHEVALL PRYCE 

Horsepen Creek

Bear Creek

Langham

 Creek

Control structures for 
upper Langham Creek:

$10 million

Build a regional rete ntion 
facility in the Cypress 
Creek overfl ow area:

$15 million

Desilt all 17 channels that 
lead into the reservoir:

$30 million

Funding to desilt the 
Addicks Reservoir has 

been estimated at 

$10 million
New detention basin:

$16 million

Fund the design of a South 
Mayde Creek bypass 

channel into the reservoir:

$10 million

Bear Creek 
conveyance:

$25 millio n

Complete the pond at John 
Paul’s Landing for a storm 

water detention basin:

$21 million

“HARVEY WAS CERTAINLY THE 
CATALYST THAT’S CAUSING THE 
CONVERSATIONS WE’RE HAVING 
TODAY, BUT THAT BY NO MEANS 
IS THE BENCHMARK THAT 
WE USE TO DEVELOP THESE 
PROJECTS.”

— RUSS POPPE, HCFCD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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Harris County Commissioners Court 
unanimously voted June 12 to call an 
Aug. 25 election for a bond package 
that would provide  funding for Harris 
County Flood Control District projects 
across the county.

“Harvey changed lives. There are 
homes still abandoned, people still 
cleaning up remnants of Harvey all 
these months later,” County Judge Ed 
Emmett said May 30 at a press confer-
ence. “ ... We can’t make sure it doesn’t 
happen again, but we can certainly do a 
lot of mitigation and make our commu-
nity more resilient.”

If voters approve the referendum the 
average Harris County property owner 
could see about a $5 annual increase 
on the property taxes they pay to 
HCFCD beginning in 2020; that fi gure 
could grow to about $50 more a year 
by 2035, Harris County Budget Offi  cer 
Bill Jackson said.

The HCFCD has hosted community 
meetings in each of Harris County’s 23 
watersheds over the last two months to 
seek input from residents on the pro-
posed projects in their area. Some of 

the proposed projects will eventually 
be included in the $2.5 billion bond.

Some of the proposed projects in the 
Addicks Reservoir watershed, which 
concerns the Katy and Cypress areas, 
include desilting the entire reservoir, 
desilting the 17 channels that lead 
into the reservoir and creating more 
regional detention basins throughout 
the watershed. A fi nal project list is 
expected to be released Aug. 1.

“This is part of recovery, but it’s more 
than that. It’s more looking forward 
and preparing the county and all of our 
various communities for the next fl ood 
event,” HCFCD Chief Operations Offi  cer 
Matthew Zeve said. “This will involve 
a property tax increase—nothing’s 
for free—but it’s an investment for the 
future viability of our entire county.”

COUNTY PROJECTS

Although the election will take place 
on the one-year anniversary of Hurri-
cane Harvey, the proposed projects were 
deemed necessary based on the last sev-
eral fl ooding events in Harris County, 
HCFCD Executive Director Russ Poppe 
said during a May 30 press conference. 
Harvey was the third time some Katy-
area homes fl ooded in three years, fol-
lowing the Memorial Day and Tax Day 
fl oods of 2015 and 2016, respectively .

“Harvey w as certainly the catalyst 
that’s causing the conversations we’re 
having today, but that by no means is 
the benchmark that we use to develop 
these projects,” he said. “We have to 
look at the sum total of our previous 
fl ooding events, and that really gives 

us a bett er picture on what areas are 
prone to fl ooding.”

The bond funding would increase 
the HCFCD’s available capital project 
funding from $60 million annually 
to about $100 million annually fr om 
2020-35, Jackson said. 

While the proposed list of projects 
totals about $2.5 billion, Emmett said 
he estimates the county would need as 
much as $25 billion. 

If voters approve the bond referen-
dum Harris County would have $5.5 
billion to work with for fl ood mitiga-
tion projects over the next 15 years—
constructing about half a billion dol-
lars of projects each year, Jackson said.

The county’s $2.5 billion would 
include $1 billion of funding to match 
$3 bil lion from the U.S. government 
for fl ood prevention projects, Jackson 
said. The remaining $1.5 billion of the 
bond referendum would be reserved 
for an additional funding match or for 
HCFCD capital projects. 

 “We wouldn’t be issuing that $1.5 
billion on Day 1. It would be over a 
period of time,” he said. “We may do it 
quicker than [15 years]; just these proj-
ects take time, and the federal govern-
ment just doesn’t give you $3 billion up 
front.” 

In addition to watershed-specifi c proj-
ects, funds would be spent on county-
wide projects, including upgrades to 
the Harris County Flood Warning Sys-
tem, updates to Harris County fl ood 
plain maps, preliminary engineering 
services for constructing large diame-
ter tunnels to convey stormwater and 

mitigation projects done in partnership 
with other entities, according to HCFCD. 

“The reality is right now [fl ood plains 
are] a bit of a guess,” Emmett said. “So 
some of this funding is going to go to fi g-
uring out [where the fl ood plains are]. 
So many people fl ooded this time that 
thought they were in no danger, and we 
just can’t let that happen again.”

LOCAL PROJECTS

The two watersheds that concern the 
Katy area are the Barker Reservoir and 
Addicks Reservoir watersheds. The 
HCFCD’s community meeting for the 
Addicks Reservoir watershed was held 
June 22 and saw a strong turnou t. The 
Barker Reservoir watershed meeting is 
set for 6-8 p.m. Aug. 1.

Of the list of preliminary projects 
included in the Addicks Reservoir 
watershed, seven proposed proj-
ects totaling $126 million would be 
funded solely with local money if the 
bond referendum passed. Eight more 
proposed partnership projects total-
ing $192.5 million would be funded 
through the HCFCD and the federal 
government through either the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency or the 
U.S. Department of Urban Housing and 
Development, Zeve said.

Some of the proposed projects 
include proposals to help fund the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to potentially 
remove accumulated silt in the Addicks 
Reservoir, extending outfalls to lead 
into detention basins, providing more 
regional detention, increasing convey-
ance capacity along all the watershed’s 

Fund a study required by the 
USACE for any modifi cation to 
Addicks and Barker reservoirs:

$750,000

New bridge at Greenhouse 
and South Mayde Creek:

$15 million

NMap not to scale

ProposedProposed
BOND PROJEC TS

The Harris County Flood Control District’s proposed 
drainage projects for the Addick s Reservoir 
watershed include desilting the entire Addicks 
Reservoir as well as the 17 channels that lead into it. 

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Local dr ainage 
improvements
include multiple jurisdictions working 
together to improve drainage in subdivisions.

Local pro jec ts
feature channel improvements, detention 
basin construction and other projects only 
funded by HCFCD.

Partnership projects
include channel improvements, detention 
basin construction and other projects 
funded by multiple sources.

Storm repairs
consist of restoring damaged infrastructure, 
such as a detention basin.

Watershed boundary

Extend Bear Creek tributary 
and provide a second outfall 

for  a detention basin:

$5 million 

*Homeowners with an 
over-age-65 or disabled 
exemption and a $200,00 
or less home would not 
pay any additional tax.

If approved the average Harris County homeowner would pay:

$50 more$4.63more
in taxes by 2020 annually* by 2035 than today annually.*about

AND

Where do Busy
Christian Professionals

Meet Quality Singles?

For a free relationship consultation, 
call today: 713-231-0583

www.EquallyYokedIntroductions.com

Equally Yoked Introductions is an upscale,
selective, personalized matchmaking

service that connects Christian singles.

Contact me for all your Real Estate needs!

LINDA LEIBY
281-610-8644

23922 Cinco Village 
 Center Blvd #123

Katy, TX 77494

281-610-8644

©2016 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes 
and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.  

If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Linda.Leiby@garygreene.com 
www.LindaLeiby.com 

One-Eighth Advert_Linda Leiby.indd   1 2/15/2016   1:45:38 PM
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heritagetexas.com

CLARANN MCCOY
713.882.3600

MARTHA CLARK &  
GARY GRIGGS TEAM

832.256.6118

RITA DONNELLY
832.236.4762

CHRISTINE DUNCAN
713.882.0990

JULIE PICKETT
713.444.7099

JANICE IRELAND 
SALES MANAGER

TARA McMEANS 
832.523.0650

KELLY CHAMBERLAIN
281.633.1669

KATY OFFICE
28818 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Suite 140 | Katy, Texas 77494 

281.574.0900

heritagetexas.com

1

2

3

26122 Wooded Hollow Ln.1.

9102 Corella Ln.2.

3618 Sage Pointe Ct.3. $279,500

$350,000

$445,000



DEALS THIS MONTH
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BREAKFAST. 
BRUNCH. 
LUNCH.
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98 W Grand Parkway S #100 
Katy TX. 77494 

In front of Costco, 
Next to Mo’s Irish Pub.

281-968-0883
thetoastedyolk.com NOW OPEN!

Skip the wait!
Save your spot online before you arrive. 
Follow these three easy steps:

Check in with
the host and get 
seated faster.

Enter your info 
and get an 
estimated wait time.

Visit thetoastedyolk.com 
and go to the Katy page. 
Click on “Join Waitlist” 
at the bottom.

DINING
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China Inn Cafe
Fine Chinese Cuisine | Since 1994

FREE ALL DAY
DELIVERY

$12 minimum
(restrictions apply)

Party trays
and catering

service
available.

10% off Senior
Citizens 60 or older
with ID. Dine in only.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

LUNCH SPECIAL
7 DAYS A WEEK

starting at
$7.25.

BUY 1 ENTREE &
GET 1 ENTREE 1/2 OFF

WITH 2 DRINKS
Of equal or lesser value. Good for dine-in only.
One coupon per customer, cannot be combined

with any other offer. Exp. 8/31/2018

BUY 3 ENTREES &
 GET 1 ENTREE FREE.

Of equal or lesser value. Good for dine-in only.
One coupon per customer, cannot be combined

with any other offer. Exp. 8/31/2018

Open 7 Days a week
Monday - Thursday 11:00 am - 10:00 pm
Friday & Saturday 11:00 am - 10:30 pm

Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm

402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 
Katy, TX 77494 (Time Square Plaza)

281.392.9200 • chinainnkaty.com

BREAKFAST 
SERVED all day
7AM - 9PM

$5 OFF
$30 OR MORE

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFER. EXPIRES 8/27/18.

Tomball • (281) 351-4060
14243 FM 2920 • Tomball

Cy-Fair • (281) 890-5735
19811 Northwest Fwy • Houston

Katy • (832) 913-3112
222 W. Grand Parkway S • Katy

YOU KNOW YOU’RE FROM TEXAS 

WE ALSO SERVE FINE TEXAS BBQ, CHICKEN FRIED STEAK, SALADS, BURGERS AND MORE

when you have 
for breakfast! BBQ

Hours: 11AM–2AM • Happy Hours: 3PM-7PM and 9PM-11PM 
24515, Katy Fwy, Katy, TX 77450 • www.oldchicago.com • 281-347-0090

10

99

K
at

y 
Fo

rt
 B

en
d

 R
d

.

$10 off $30 PURCHASE
Limit one per table per visit. Not valid on 
gift cards or alcohol. Dine-in only. Excludes 

tax and gratuity. Expires 8/31/2018

24515, Katy Fwy, Katy, TX 77450 • www.oldchicago.com • 281-347-0090

Themed Mini Tour, come and 
earn ALL SIX PRIZES!

MLB Package all summer, 
catch all of your favorite 
teams!

Summer long promotion 
supporting Guns N Hoses 
Charity! Ask  your server 
for details.

110 unique beers on tap and 
bottle, come join us on a tour 
around the world with some 
of the best beer around!

Crazy for the World 
Cup? Come cheer on 
your favorite team!
*We will be open for select 
early games*

 $10 Tuesday is available online and in store at participating locations on Tuesday only. In-store Family Size prices may vary. Includes Signature, Gourmet Delite®, Fresh Pan, Stuffed or Create Your Own pizza up to 5 
toppings; topping additions to recipe pizzas will result in additional charges.

$

EVERY TUESDAY
10

FAMILY SIZE $2 MORE
TAKE ‘N’ BAKE PIZZA

Our Original Crust  
topped with choice of sauce  

and your favorite topping
Savings off Signature, Stuffed, 

Gourmet Delite®, Create Your Own  
pizza at regular menu price

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Limited time offer. 
Valid at Katy locations only. Not valid with other offers. 
Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 
903-CIN052318

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Limited time offer.  
Valid at Katy locations only. Not valid with other offers. 
Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 
CIN052318 LS

M
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6
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1-TOPPING PIZZACHOOSE YOUR SIZE 
AND SAVE! 

Visit
to find nearest Katy location

© 2018 Papa Murphy’s International LLC    17-2122 PRNT-10TUES

$5OFF
$4OFF $3OFF

FAMILY 
SIZE

LARGE MEDIUM

$6FAMILY SIZE 
$2 MORE

LAR E
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HOURS: MONDAY–SATURDAY 5–10PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS
6734 Westheimer Lakes North  
Katy, TX 77494 • 281-394-5999 Sapore Ristorante Italianosaporestaurant.com

$10 off
with minimum 

purchase of $50.
One per table, per visit, 

cannot be combined with 
any other offer or discount.

i ta li a n  cu is i n e

pappagyros.com 23255 Kingsland Blvd, Katy 77494

Hours
Monday–Saturday: 11am–9pm

Sunday: Closed

$5 OFF
with minimum 

purchase of $25
One per table, per visit, 

cannot be combined with 
any other offer or discount

Please visit pappagyros.com for more 
information on the Greek restaurant.

281-574-7764

BALLET • TAP • JAZZ • LYRICAL
DRILL TEAM PREP • CONTEMPORARY 

THEATER DANCE • HIP HOP •  ACRODANCE

281-890-9999
10452 GASTON RD, KATY

WWW.LEAPDANCECENTER.COM • INFO@LEAPDANCECENTER.COM

AGES: 2 - ADULT

9,500 sf state of the art dance facility • 0.5 miles from Tompkins HS

REGISTER 

NOW FOR FALL 

CLASSES!

(281) 394-5499 | FIXMYPHONE.COM 
IN FRONT OF MAIN EVENT

24437 KATY FWY #300 | KATY, TX 77494

$20 OFF
AND A

FREE TEMPERED GLASS 
SCREEN PROTECTOR

WITH ANY SCREEN REPAIR

CALL TODAY

We Cater to Cowards

23530 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 120 • Katy, TX 77494 • 281-396-4635 • www.katyfamilydentalgroup.com

ASK ABOUT OUR DENTAL IMPLANTS

$50 Off Treatment or Free $250 Whitening Kit
*New Patients Only with Comprehensive Exam, X-Rays, and cleaning. Must present coupon 

at the time of service. Cannot be combined with any other offers. No Cash Value.
Restictions Apply. Expires 8/31/2018

ASK ABOUT OUR INVISALIGN SPECIALS!

832.829.5829 
or visit www.TraditionOutdoorLiving.com

Patio Covers | Pools | Outdoor Kitchens | Fire Features

Welcome to your new 
Outdoor Retreat!

We look forward to working with you 
to create an outdoor living environment 

that will be a place for you to make 
new memories & share old ones.
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TWELVE HOUSTON LOCATIONS
BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E

COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529

DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W.

KATY
24433 Katy Frwy

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978

SPRING
19370 Interstate 45

+ 21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND

20450 SW Frwy

PASADENA
4637 E. Sam Houston 

Parkway S.

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy

LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

COMING SOON — FULSHEAR, KINGWOOD + PORTER!

Cook to order steakburgers
and shoestring fries.

Freddy’s Frozen Custard + Steakburgers 
announces the latest addition to our 12 
Houston area store locations — a Mobile 
Food Trailer!

Our new Food Trailer is custom designed to 
bring the steakburgers, fries and frozen 
custard you have come to love to your event.

From birthday parties to reunions, company 
picnics to trade shows, office parties, 
graduation or any other event, adding 
Freddy’s will make it a special occasion! 

Our catering staff scoops up the freshest, 
best tasting treats anywhere.

Want those craveable burgers and treats at 
your next event?

Contact: catering@freddyshouston.com
bring the steakburgers, fries and frozen 
custard you have come to love to your event.

From birthday parties to reunions, company 
picnics to trade shows, office parties, 
graduation or any other event, adding 
Freddy’s will make it a special occasion! 

Contact: catering@freddyshouston.com

NOW THE TASTE THAT BRINGS YOU BACK — IS COMING TO YOU!

CATERING        SERVICES...

®

®

FREE SINGLE SCOOP DISH OR CONE
Good for single scoop dish or cone. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy’s locations. Expires 8.30.2018. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply.

FreddysUSA.com

®
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 Kingsland Blvd. 

Greenwind Chase Dr.

(281) 578-3097
GreatHarvestKatyTX.com

Mon-Fri 6:30am-6:30pm
Sat-7:00am-5:00pm

1623 South 
Fry Rd., Katy

WE CATER!
Indoor/Outdoor 

Seating Available
Free Wifi 

GreatHarvestKatyTX.com

BUY ANY 
LOAF AND 

GET A 

FREE 
LOAF OF 
HONEY 
WHEAT
 BREAD

Limit 1 coupon per customer. 
Cannot be combined with any 

other offer. Expires 8/31/18

We Deliver
LIMITED DELIVERY AREA

$15 MINIMUM

MORTON RANCH RD.
N99

Enjoy array of authentic 
Chinese & Japanese Food

832-321-3355
WWW.SAKEASIANFUSIONKATY.COM

$5 OFF 
$25 OR MORE

$10 OFF 
$40 OR MORE

Sake

22720 MORTON 
RANCH RD. #170, 
KATY, TX 77449

May not be combined with other offers
Expires August 31, 2018

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

281-829-0444

  
texasmesquitegrill.com 

20095 Katy Freeway
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 BUY ONE, GET ONE

FREE
COMBO MEAL

PDQ CINCO RANCH: 23703 CINCO RANCH BLVD • 281-786-3239

Valid on item of equal or lesser 
value. Not valid with any other offers. 
Excludes beverages with salads or 
bowls. One-time use only. Valid at all 
PDQ Houston Area locations.
EXPIRES: 08/20/18    CODE: 774-931-398

Kids Eat Free on sundays
WITH ANY MEAL PURCHASE AT ALL HOUSTON 

AND AUSTIN LOCATIONS

CONTRACT US FOR A 
SEWER UNCLOG & GET A

FREE 
CAMERA INSPECTION

 Cannot be combined with other offers, specials or discounts. 
Exp. 8/31

GET A 

FREE 
WATER LEAK ALARM WITH A NEW 

WATER HEATER INSTALL
 Cannot be combined with other offers, specials or discounts. 

Exp. 8/31

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Sewer, Gas and Water line, Water Line Repiping, Water Heater Service and Installations, Kitchen and 
Bath Faucets, Whole House Softeners and Filtration Systems ,Replace Shower Base and Tubs, Toilets, 

Disposals, and More, Backfl ow, Preventers Installation, Gas Test, Camera and Line Locators, Hydrostatic 

Testing, Hydro-jet, High Pressure Services, Sample Wells

Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Magnolia, Katy, The Woodlands and Now Serving TOMBALL

NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER HOURS  OR WEEKENDS.

CALL 281-256-2239 TODAY FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Houston 346-319-2029 • www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured  License #13044

HIGH QUALITY & 
DEPENDABLE SERVICE

Love
Yourself

now open
Juices are cold-pressed right here in Katy and smoothies 
are crafted from premium ingredients and plant-based. 

6825 S Fry Rd. #100 ∙ Katy, TX 77494

281.394.4998

mainsqueezejuiceco.com
HOURS

Mon-Fri: 7am – 8pm ∙ Sat: 7am – 8pm
Sun: 9am – 6pm

B U Y  O N E  G E T

one half off
a cold-pressed juice or smoothie of equal or 

lesser value, must present coupon. 
Exp. 8/31/18

SMOOTHIES        •         FRESH PRESSED JUICE         •         AÇAÍ BOWLS
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DEEP IN THE HEART

Texas is hats and boots, legends, horns and Howdy! And it’s home to Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus,
where pushing boundaries and exploring new territory is our focus – all for the care of kids. Located deep in

the heart of West Houston, we offer convenient access to expert pediatric subspecialists including:
Cardiology •  Orthopedics & Sports Medicine  •  Urology

Learn more about all our services at texaschildrens.org/westcampus.
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