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BY REBECCA HENNES

Although tracking the 
misuse of prescription stimu-
lants such as Adderall among 

college and high school stu-
dents is nearly impossible, 
experts and students agree 
more people are turning to 

stimulants to perform bet-
ter on exams. Local experts 
also say the trend is mak-
ing its way onto high school 

campuses now. 
“I think that’s a phenom-

enon that we see, is the 

offered
61.8 percent of surveyed 
college students were offered 
prescription stimulants for 
nonmedical use by their 
fourth year. 

Of those offered, 
31 percent accepted, 
according to the 2012 
study of 1,253 students.

accepted
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SOURCES: JOURNAL OF AMERICAN COLLEGE 
HEALTH, NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

BY R. HANS MILLER

Katy-area veterans will see 
expanded options for health care and 
services aft er President Donald Trump 
signed the VA MIS SION Act of 2018 
into law June 6. The law aff ects how 
the Department of Veterans Aff airs 
Katy Outpatient Clinic and Michael 
E. DeBakey Veterans Aff airs Medical 
Center in Houston operate. 

The new law appropriates $55 bil-
lion for the  Department of Veterans 
Aff airs to implement its requirements 
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Commissioner  hopes to push ‘controversial’ bill next session  

County official: ETJ legislation 
may affect 300,000 residents

BY REBECCA HENNES

Fort Bend County Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Andy Meyers said he is 
gearing up for the 2019 Texas leg-
islative session by advocating for a 
bill that could potentially aff ect up to 
about 300,000 county residents.

Meyers said he has been working 
to pass legislation that would allow 
residents living in Houston’s extra-
territorial jurisdiction—an unincor-
porated area of land beyond a city’s 

 CONTINUED ON 40  CONTINUED ON 42

MAJORITY RULES
MAKING SENSE OF SB 6 
& ANNEXATION

100% voter approval is required

County must have more than 
500,000 residents

SOURCE: TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Senate Bill 6 went into effect Dec. 1, 
2017. The bill makes the requirements  
to annex an area in an ETJ more 
stringent for cities wanting to expand.

Experts: Stimulant misuse steadily rising 
among high school, college-age students

Federal bill to help 
increase services 
for local veterans
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DEEP IN THE HEART

© 2018 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC808_040218

Texas is hats and boots, legends, horns and Howdy! And it’s home to Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus,
where pushing boundaries and exploring new territory is our focus – all for the care of kids. Located deep in
the heart of West Houston, we offer convenient access to expert pediatricians and subspecialists including:

Radiology •  Ear, Nose & Throat  •  Urology

Learn more about all our services at texaschildrens.org/westcampus.

WC808_ad_WC_LaGrange_BoysDog_KatyCIN.qxp_Layout 1  3/20/18  4:07 PM  Page 1
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A N  E V E N I N G  S U M M E R

C A M P  T H A T  O F F E R S

C O A C H I N G  F O R  K I D S  I N

V A R I O U S  S P O R T S  &  A R T S

J U L Y  3 0  

A U G U S T  3

WHERE LIFE CHANGE HAPPENS

WHERE YOUR BREAKTHROUGH BEGINS

YOU BELONG HERE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH   •   SAT 6:00P   •   SUN 9:30A & 11:30A

COF.TV

ONE   EXIT   WEST   OF   THE   GRAND   PARKWAY   •   832   875   2520   •   LOCATED   ON   HWY   290   @   BECKER   RD

Prices subject to change without notice.

50’ and 60’ Homesites 
from the low $200s

You’ll find everything you’ll need in 
Grand Mission Estates—elegant homes by respected  

builders, inviting amenities, top schools and easy 
access to shopping, dining and employment. 

Why sacrifice when you can have it all in 
Grand Mission Estates?

GrandMissionEstatesTX.com

2 Recreation Centers
38 Acre Lake

Fort Bend ISD

New Models Now Open!
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Email 
ktynews@communityimpact.com.

Kristina Shackelford 
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER

kshackelford@communityimpact.com

Rebecca Hennes
EDITOR
rhennes@communityimpact.com

June is always an exciting time in the 
newsroom at Community Impact News-
paper because we dedicate almost an 
entire issue to local health care, a topic 
we can all relate to for one reason or 
another. Whether you are simply looking 
for a new primary care doctor or have a 
more serious health issue that keeps you 
tuned into the happenings of the medical 
industry, we have something for you in 
our Health Care Directory in this issue.

You never know when an emergency 
may occur so be sure to check out our 
emergency room, urgent care facility and 
hospital listings starting on Page 32.   

Find one of our top stories this month 
on Page 36, where we look into student 
misuse of prescription stimulants and 
highlight what factors are pressuring stu-
dents into following this growing trend. 
We also take a look at a new bill that was 
recently signed into law that will affect 
Katy-area veterans on Page 42. 

At Community Impact Newspaper, our 
mission is to build strong communities 
of thriving businesses and informed cit-
izens. We have a passion for what we do 
and appreciate the opportunity to present 
to you valuable and newsworthy informa-
tion month after month.

An extraterritorial jurisdiction is an unincorporated 
area of land outside of a city’s limits that a city can 
annex either to control development or expand its tax 
base, according to the Texas Municipal League. Many 
residents with a Katy ZIP code actually reside in Hous-
ton’s ETJ and could be subject to annexation. 

Houston’s ETJ consists of a 5-mile band around its 
general-purpose boundaries, according to the city’s 
website. Through annexation, Houston has grown its 
city limits to 662 square miles as of 2012. 

While Houston has some authority to issue taxes 
over areas in its ETJ, residents have no say when it 
comes to electing city officials. Legislation one Fort 
Bend County commissioner is advocating for would 
allow residents living in Houston’s ETJ to vote them-
selves out. Read more on the legislation and how it 
could affect Katy residents on Page 40, and be sure 
to check out all of our health care-related content for 
this year’s Health Care Directory issue. 

FROM THE ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER

ASK THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

Stay informed with our health care directory

What is the purpose of an extraterritorial 
jurisdiction? 
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Correction:  
Volume 6, Issue 9

The Forgotten People of 
Hurricane Harvey, page 1
Neighborhoods upstream from 
the Barker Reservoir  flooded 
because the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers allowed water to 
back up out of the property 
that it owned, according to Fort 
Bend County officials.

NEW 2018 GMC SIERRA 
1500 CREW CAB

‘18 SIERRA 1500 DENALI: MSRP $58,715, 
$12,300 FACTORY REBATE, $2450 BM DISCOUNT

NEW 2018 GMC 
YUKON

‘18 YUKON DENALI: MSRP $73,340, 
$3500 FACTORY REBATE, $9250 BM DISCOUNT

Several To Choose! Several To Choose!

2018 BUICK ENCORE
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IMPACTS Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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COMING SOON

6  Phat Eatery is expected to open in 
Katy Asian Town at 23119 Colonial Parkway 
in Katy in mid-to-late June. The restaurant 
will serve Malaysian street food. According 
to a job posting by the company, which is 
now hiring, Malaysian food is a mix of all of 
Southeast Asia, including Chinese, Thai, 
Vietnamese, Indian and colonial British 
food. www.facebook.com/Phat- 
Eatery-131141054220828 

7  After its original June 4 opening 
date was pushed back, The Toasted 
Yolk Cafe was expected to open at 98 
S. Grand Parkway W., Bldg. A. Ste. 100, 
Katy, on June 18, according to owner Herb 
Lagarra. The cafe serves made-from-
scratch breakfast and lunch dishes and is 
open 7 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Sunday. The 
cafe also serves brunch and cocktails, 
beer and wine. Lagarra said the cafe is 
still looking to hire all positions, includ-
ing kitchen staff. Interested applicants 
can apply online or call the restaurant 
for more information. 281-968-0883.                                                                            
www.thetoastedyolk.com

8  Kokai Sushi and Lounge will open in 
mid-August near Katy Mills at 2404 Texmati 
Drive in Katy. The restaurant will feature 
traditional and innovative Japanese dishes. 
Specialties will include signature sushi rolls 
with Latin-inspired and tropical flavors. 
Kokai is an international brand that began 
in Valencia, Venezuela, and later expanded 
to Doral, Florida. This will be the company’s 
first Texas location. www.kokaisushi.com 

9  Infinity Eyecare & Optical will open 
in July at 1437 FM 1463, Ste. 180, Katy. The 
optometry office will offer several brands 
of eyeglasses and will be able to cut lenses 
in-house for most single-vision patients. 
General services include eye exams, eye-
glasses, contact lenses, LASIK and cataract 
management. 281-907-6112.  
www.facebook.com/Infinity-Eyecare- 
Optical-PLLC-165372300814530 

10  iRace Entertainment will open at 
24984 Katy Ranch Road in Katy in early 
July with plans for a grand opening July 
4. The new entertainment venue will 
feature kart racing, NASCAR simulators, 
boutique bowling, laser tag, virtual reality 
machines and an arcade. Party suites, 
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NOW OPEN

1  Camp La Llanada, a full immersion 
Spanish summer camp, opened its main 
location at 6710 S. Mallard Drive in Fulshear 
on June 11.  Its sleepaway camp at 1346 
Prairie Grove Road in Valley View was also 
expected to open June 24. Fulshear camp-
ers will participate in day camps with swim-
ming, archery, soccer and other outdoor 
activities that focus on building confidence 
and Spanish excellence. The Valley View 
location is a sleepaway camp with similar 
activities. Buses to the sleepaway camp 
transport campers for parents.  
940-284-5573. www.camplallanadatx.com 

2  Sharetea celebrated its grand open-
ing in Katy Asian Town at 23119 Colonial 
Parkway, Ste. C12, Katy, on June 9. The 
drink spot offers iced teas with a variety of 
fruit flavors, including kiwi and strawberry. 
Tapioca jellies and pearls are available to 
add to drinks. Popular selections include 
kiwi fruit tea, strawberry ice blends and the 
classic pearl black milk tea. 832-437-4104. 
www.1992sharetea.com

3  Green Heart Dry Cleaners opened 
April 9 at 25600 Westheimer Parkway, 
Katy. The store has standard dry-cleaning 
services and also provides a drive-thru 
option. 832-437-9894.  
www.greenheartcleaners.com

4  Clear Choice Consulting opened 
an office in LaCenterra at 2717 Com-
mercial Center Blvd., Ste. E200, Katy in 
late April. The information technology 
consulting firm offers IT services, cloud 
solutions, disaster recovery and tech-
nology consultations. 346-702-5303.                                                     
www.cchoiceconsulting.com

5  Surreal Dimension opened its kiosk 
inside Katy Mills across from Aldo Shoes on 
April 10. Katy Mills is located at 5000 Katy 
Mills Circle in Katy and the business will be 
in Ste. K6168. The business allows guests to 
enter in virtual reality games, such as roller 
coasters and haunted houses, for a fee of 
$10 for one person or $15 for two people. 
55000 Katy Mills Circle, Ste. K6168, Katy. 

  

11

Call 281-398-7954
or visit us online

 www.mctkaty.com

Dr. Currie is Board Certifi ed in Internal Medicine and specializes in Gastroenterology.

William A. Currie, MD
Medical Colleagues of Texas, L.L.P.

Colonoscopy Screening • Digestive Issues • Heartburn/GERD • Liver Diseases • Ulcers
21700 Kingsland Blvd.

Suite 201
Katy, Texas  77450

New Patients Welcome
Most Insurances Accepted
El Medico Habla Español 

Feeling Good From 
The Inside Out
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FEATURED IMPACT — COMING SOON

Beard Papa’s expects to open at 23119 Colonial Parkway, Ste. A13, in Katy Asian 
Town by early August. The bakery was founded in Osaka, Japan, and has more than 
400 stores worldwide. The Katy location marks the franchise’s first Texas location and 
will offer made-from-scratch custard-filled cream puffs, eclairs and fondant cakes.             
832-913-1257. www.beardpapa.com

 COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES, 
KARA MCINTYRE AND R. HANS MILLER 

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.

5,000 square feet of meeting space and 
The Garage Bar & Restaurant will also be 
included in the new facility. 832-304-7223.                                    
www.iraceusa.com 

11  Serene Wax Boutique will open at 
6356 S. Peek Road, Ste. 400, Katy, by late 
August. The boutique specializes in hair re-
moval using soft wax and offers bikini wax, 
body wax, and eyebrow waxing services. 
The Katy location is the boutique’s second 
location; the first is located off Westheimer 
Road and Beltway 8. www.serenewax.com

12  Shining Way Esthetics, LLC will 
move its 15-year practice from Salon Park 
at Dairy Ashford to 24646 Kingsland Blvd. 
in early July. The medical spa and wellness 
center provides Botox, dermal fillers, 
polydioxanone thread lifts—also known 
as PDO thread lifts—colon hydrotherapy, 
laser treatments, Bio-Identical Hormone 
Replacement and IV detox therapies. 281-
497-4463. www.shiningwayesthetics.com 

RELOCATIONS

13  Old Katy Car Care will move to 27233 
W. Hwy. 90 in Katy from its old location 
at 715 Thomas Ave. in Katy. The car repair 
shop provides general mechanic services, 
state inspections, oil changes and other 
routine maintenance, electrical diagnosis 
and repair and air conditioning and heater 
repairs for automobiles. 281-848-9825. 
www.oldkatycarcare.com 

ANNIVERSARIES

14  Katy Coin celebrated its first anniver-
sary June 12 at 5365 First St., Katy, next to 
No Label Brewing Co. The business sells 
collectible coins and jewelry made from 
platinum, gold, silver, copper and bullion. 
Services also include appraisals and one-
on-one consultations, as the business is 
a licensed precious metal dealer with a 
precious metals spectrometer and certified 
scale. 832-443-8509. www.katycoin.com

15  The Cheese Bar opened June 2017 
at 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. D130, 
Katy. The restaurant is a European-style 
bistro specializing in high-end cheese and 
meats by the pound, offering cheese plates 
and gourmet grilled cheese sandwiches. 
Other sandwiches, such as the Reuben, are 

also available, as are soups, desserts and 
homemade potato chips. Bottles of wine 
and beer are also available. 281-394-7500. 
www.thecheesebar.net 

16  The Hub on 4th, a collaborative work 
space, celebrated its first anniversary May 
1 at 5705 Fourth St., Katy. Owner Tara Wil-
son said the business offers 2,000 square 
feet of space designed for entrepreneurs 
and individual workers. The Hub consists 
of six office suites available for lease with 
shared kitchen and reception areas as well 
as a shared conference room. Suites can 
be leased furnished with or without a desk. 
Wilson said she plans to hold quarterly 
networking events in the space.  
832-594-5893. www.thehubon4th.com 

EXPANSIONS

17  Aristoi Clasical Academy graduat-
ed its first senior class at its 5610 Morton 
Road location in Katy June 2. The charter 
school sits on 22 acres that it is continuing 
to develop with plans in the works for a 
competitive gym, a new amphitheater 
and brick-and-mortar buildings instead of 
modular buildings it currently operates out 
of. The school serves families with children 
in kindergarten through grade 12.  
281-391-5003. www.aristoiclassical.org 

CLOSINGS

18  Rio Bravo Mesquite Grill located at 
8506 Syms St. in Fulshear closed May 14. 
The restaurant’s specialty was grilled meat 
cooked over an open mesquite fire. Accord-
ing to a Facebook post, the restaurant is 
closed for refurbishment but no response 
was received clarifying when a possible 
reopening date might be. Representatives 
of the company responded to emails May 
16 and stated the restaurant is closed. 281-
533-0909. www.riobravomesquitegrill.net  

IN THE NEWS

19  The Katy Heritage Museum reopened 

in late April and was rededicated as The 
Johnny Nelson Katy Heritage Museum 
May 24. Nelson served as mayor of Katy 
from 1983 to 1987 and as city administrator 
from 1994 to 2014. Nelson founded the 
museum, which now resides in a 9,600- 
square-foot space at 6002 George Bush 

Drive. The museum includes a variety of 
vintage rice farming artifacts, antique cars 
and rice farming machines. It neighbors 
multiple historic buildings and Katy VFW 
Post 9182, which features a military history 
museum. 281-391-4800. www.cityofkaty.
com/visit-us/museums/ 
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Bob Miles
281.797.1600

Mary Kiesewetter
713.725.0108

Linda Wade Team
281.492.5951

Expect BetterSM from your Katy neighbors!
As your neighbors, who better to tell the story 

of our community and your home.
Put our energy, enthusiasm and market expertise 

to work for you, 
getting you the results you deserve!
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Friendswood
18980 Gulf Freeway
281-286-9911

VISIT US ONLINE AT 

www.egamishfurniture.com

J O I N  U S  F O R  O U R  A N N U A L

B U I L D E R  S A L E
J U N E  1 - 3 0 ,  2 0 1 8 

Friendswood
VISIT US ONLINE AT 
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J O I N  U S  F O R  O U R  A N N U A L

B U I L D E R  S A L E

CUSTOM BUILT BY YOU, FOR YOU

9 solid wood options
21 stain color options
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IMPACTS

NOW OPEN

1  Code Ninjas Cinco Ranch will hold 
a grand opening 11 a.m.-4 p.m. June 24 
at 22167 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 140, 
Katy.  Code Ninjas provides after-school 
and summer camp programs, teaching stu-
dents how to code through a game-based 
curriculum, logic, math and problem-solv-
ing skills. The business offers drop in 
programs, summer camps, birthday parties 
and parents night out programs. Current 
specials include $100 toward the drop-in 
program with purchase of a summer camp. 
281-301-5380. www.codeninjas.com

2  Eyecan opened at 19308 Morton 
Road, Ste. 110, in Katy for its first year of 

bar. 832-945-3835. www.vivalopez.com

4  Hotworx celebrated its grand opening 
June 2 at 1315 Grand Parkway, Ste. 109, 
Katy. The 24-hour infrared fitness studio 
has locations all over the U.S. and the Katy 
location is its sixth Texas location. The 
studio offers virtually instructed exercise 
programs while users complete a 30-min-
ute isometric workout or 15-minute high 
intensity interval training, or HIIT, session, 
according to the studio’s website.  
832-913-8625. www.hotworx.net

5  Harris County Smokehouse opened 
a location at 222 W. Grand Parkway South, 
Katy, in front of Costco, in early June. 
Owned by Tammy and Harry Chambers, 
the new spot is similar to locations in the 
Cy-Fair area and Tomball. The restaurant 
will offer barbecue dinner plates, sand-
wiches, sides, burgers, family meals and 
other items. 832-913-3112.  
www.harriscountysmokehouse.com

COMING SOON

6  Katy Area Veterinary Group expects 
to open a new clinic in early July at the 
Grand Morton Town Center. Located at 
22720 Morton Ranch Road Ste. 200, Katy,  
the Grand Morton Animal Clinic will offer 
a variety of veterinary medical services 
for dogs and cats, including emergency 
services. Dr. Alex Deal will lead the new 
clinic. The Katy Veterinary Group has two 
other locations: Highland Knolls Veterinary 
Hospital and Spring Green Pet Clinic.  
281-398-1551. www.katyvet.com

ANNIVERSARIES

7  Mo’s Place Katy, located at 21940 
Kingsland Blvd. in Katy, reached its 30-year 
anniversary March 20. Owner Mo Jeloudar-
zadeh said he opened the bar in 1988 
with six bar stools and a few picnic tables. 
The business has  grown into a popular 
live music venue with a dance floor. The 
venue has hosted musical acts from locals 
like Parker McCollum to globally known 
performers like Larry Gatlin. 281-392-3499.                 
www.mosplacekaty.com 

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

Map not to scale N

basketball summer camps June 4. The camp 
offers week-long day camps that provide 
basketball training for campers ages 5-17. 
The $199 camps include VertiMax training, 
FITLIGHT sensor training, ball handling 
workouts, on court workout drills, compe-
titions  and other activities. 832-391-8474. 
www.eyecanathletics.com 

3  Lopez Mexican Restaurant opened 
a second location June 4 at 7227 W. Grand 
Parkway S., Richmond. The original location 
off Wilcrest Drive in Southwest Houston 
celebrated 40 years of business with the 
opening of the new restaurant. The new 
7,200-square-foot location serves Tex-Mex 
classics, including fajitas, tacos, enchiladas 
and chile con queso. It also has a full-service 

CLOSINGS

8  Beauty Brands, located at 1330 Fry 
Road in Houston, closed April 22. The 
Beauty Brands website no longer lists 
the Katy location. The national chain sells 
makeup, hair accessories  and other beauty 
products.  877-640-2248. 
 www.beautybrands.com 
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HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR.

 COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES, 
KARA MCINTYRE AND R. HANS MILLER 

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.

MORTON RANCH RD.

713-865-0733 | Chesmar.com
Chesmar Homes in Elyson

from the $240s

T H E  F O C U S  I S  O N  W H A T  I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  Y O U !

STARBUCKS
GIFT CARD!

Come by for a tour
 to receive a 

713-865-0733 | Chesmar.com

STARBUCKS
!

Come by for a tour
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JUNE 27

Let the kids go to the 
moon at the library
Cinco Ranch Branch Library hosts 
a program titled “To the Moon and 
Beyond with a NASA Solar System 
Ambassador.” The program is for 
first- through fifth-grade students to 
learn about space. Students simulate 
a mission to guide a robot through a 
course to obtain a piece of lunar ice. 2-3 
p.m. and 3-4 p.m. Free. 2620 Commer-
cial Center Blvd., Katy. 281-395-1311.                                                                        
http://www.fortbend.lib.tx.us/ 
branches/cr.html 

COURTESY NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

 JUNE 25

Enjoy a play at Maud Smith 
Marks Branch Library
The library presents a musical pro-
duction of the Keith Graves book 
“Three Nasty Gnarlies.”1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Free. 1815 Westgreen Blvd., Katy. 
281-492-8592. www.facebook.com/
events/450468975393385 

JULY 1

Celebrate America at 
Fulshear Freedom Fest
The city celebrates the 11th annual 
festival in partnership with the Fulshear 
Area Chamber of Commerce. Live music 
is provided. 6-9:30 p.m. Free. 8503 FM 
359, Fulshear. 832-600-3221.  
www.fulshearareachamber.com 

COURTESY FULSHEAR AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

LOCAL EVENTS

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, 
business openings, meetings and more in 
the months of June and July
Find more or submit Katy events at communityimpact.com/kty-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

JUNE 23

Attend a book signing 
Katy Budget Books hosts author Mae 
Edwards who is signing copies of her 
new novel, “Stolen Options,” where she 
discusses how she coped as a child in 
foster care in Houston. A book must be 
purchased to obtain a signature. 2-4 p.m. 
$14.99 (book). 2450 N. Fry Road, Katy. 
281-578-7770. www.katybooks.com 

JUNE 23

Solve a murder  
at Serene Beans 
The coffee house hosts a dinner to let 
patrons play investigators in a murder 
mystery game. A lasagna dinner with 
garlic bread and dessert is included in 
cost of entry. 6-9 p.m. $45. 1933 E. Ave-
nue, Katy. 832-437-5567. www.face 
book.com/events/576155486117598 

JUNE 25, JULY 2, 9, 16, 23

Participate in a ‘Magic the 
Gathering’ tournament 
Third Coast Cards hosts Modern Mon-
days each Monday. Players of all experi-
ence levels are welcome. Each attendee 
should bring a modern format deck of 60 
cards and a 15-card sideboard is allowed. 
Tournament prizes are awarded in the 
form of store credit. For information 
on the modern format and basic game 
rules visit www.wizards.com.  7:30 p.m. 
$5. Third Coast Cards, 20829 Kingsland 
Blvd., Katy.  281-599-7050.  
www.facebook.com/
events/1588784894537230

JUNE 26, JULY 3, 10, 17, 24

Go on a gravel ride  
with Cool Cat Cycles
Grab a bike and hit the trails with the 
local bike shop. Cyclists should be sure 
to equip their bikes with headlights or 
safety reflectors. 6:30 p.m. Free.  22756 
Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 140, Katy. 
832-437-6324. www.coolcatcycles.com 

R. HANS MILLER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

JUNE 26

Go to a book club meeting 
at No Label Brewery
Harris County’s Katy Branch Library 
hosts a book club meeting at No Label 
Brewery to talk about “Missing Pieces” 
by author Heather Gudenkauf. 8-9:30 
p.m. Free. 5351 First St., Katy.  
281-391-3509. www.hcpl.net/location/
katy-branch-library  

JUNE 23

Learn how to be a  
first-time homebuyer 
The Kelso Group Katy and Re/Max Grand 
host this event to help first time home 
buyers. Space is limited and attendees 
are encouraged to RSVP. 11 a.m. Free. 
25807 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 240, 
Katy. 832-274-1329. www.facebook.
com/events/440619203050117 

JUNE 30

Listen to Nightbird live  
at Central Green Park
The Fleetwood Mac and Stevie Nicks trib-
ute band plays “Gypsy,” “Big Love” and 
other selections. 7-9 p.m. Free. 23501 
Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. 713-909-2301.                                                             
www.facebook.com/
events/1539870876128257 

COURTESY NIGHTBIRD
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 COMPILED BY  R. HANS MILLER

See a list of full events at communityimpact.com/events.

JULY 7

Compete in Pour into 
Houston’s first cornhole 
tournament at No Label 
No Label Brewery hosts Pour into Hous-
ton’s 1st Annual Cornhole Tournament 
and Silent Auction featuring live music, a 
silent auction and a raffle. Proceeds ben-
efit Pour into Houston, a nonprofit that 
helps low-income and homeless people 
receive mental health assistance. 3-10 
p.m. $40. 5351 First St., Katy. www.face 
book.com/events/963594400459696 

JULY 10-12, 17-19

Take an adult dance class 
at En Avant Studio
The studio offers ballet and tap work-
shops for adults throughout the summer. 
Classes are open to all adults regardless 
of experience, health or other factors. 
Classes begin at 8 or 9:30 a.m. and are 
45 minutes in duration. $5 (registration), 
$15 (ballet), $12.50 (tap). En Avant Stu-
dio, 2525 Porter Road, Katy.  
281-391-7779. www.eadance.com 

JULY 14

Built a blanket fort at 
Vortexic Martial Arts
Parents can take their children to Vor-
texic Martial Arts for blanket fort night 
where children are provided with a vari-
ety of entertaining activities throughout 
the night. Online registration is encour-
aged in advance. The martial arts school 
also offers summer camps through July 
20 with weekly themes. 6-8:30 p.m. $25 
(per child). 3760 S. Mason Road, Ste. 30, 
Katy. 832-819-4862. www.vortexic.com 

MONTH DAY

Attend the VFW Post 9182 
4th of July luncheon
Katy’s Veterans of Foreign Wars post 
hosts this event to celebrate America’s 
history and raise money for the non-
profit, which runs a variety of programs 
to help Katy area veterans. The event 
includes live and silent auctions, a 
luncheon and entertainment. Lunch will 
be provided by Newks Eatery. 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. $10. 6206 George Bush Drive, Katy. 
281-391-8387. www.vfw9182.com 

MONTH DAY

Go to the park for the Katy 
Freedom Celebration
The city of Katy will host its annual 
celebration of the holiday with a variety 
of free family activities between the Katy 
Fire Station and the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars park in downtown Katy. Events in 
the morning include a Life Flight demon-
stration, petting zoo, trackless train 
rides, bounce houses and more.. The 
day will conclude with a fireworks show, 
which can be viewed at Typhoon Texas or 

JULY 4

CELEBRATE A STAR SPANGLED INDEPENDENCE DAY 
Attend the July 4th Bash
Check out LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch for 
fireworks, live music and family activities. 
5-10 p.m. Free. 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., 
Katy. 281-395-5533. www.lacenterra.com

Attend a patriotic jamboree  
at Smith Ranch  
Join Smith Ranch for  live music, a petting 
zoo and fireworks. 2-9 p.m. $10. 25440 
Beckendorff Road, Katy. 281-371-3318. 
www.smithranchkaty.com

Eat lunch with the VFW Post 9182 
Katy’s Veterans of Foreign Wars post hosts 
a luncheon that seeks to raise money for 
the nonprofit. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. $10. 6206 
George Bush Drive, Katy. 281-391-8387. 
www.vfw9182.com

Explore the Katy Freedom Celebration
The city hosts its annual celebration with 
family activities in downtown, including a 
fireworks show that takes place at dusk. 9 
a.m.-dusk. Free. 6206 George Bush Drive, 
Katy. www.cityofkaty.com

JULY 14

Listen to Fuzzy Side Up  
at the 510 Bar
The pub hosts the band on a Saturday 
for attendees to enjoy live tunes. Genres 
span rhythm and blues, soul, pop 
and classic rock. Hear songs like Rick 
Derringer’s “Rock & Roll Hoochie Koo” 
or  “Crazy Little Thing Called Love” by 
Queen. 9:45 p.m.-1:30 a.m. Free. 510 
S. Mason Road, Katy. 281-392-5555.                                                             
www.facebook.com/
events/1912571545419633 

JULY 19

Swing in the Remembrin’ 
Benjamin Golf Tournament
The second annual golf tournament 
honors Benjamin Bradford, who died of 
a heart defect in 2012. Money raised by 
the tournament will go toward aortic and 
vascular disease research and education 
said Bruce Bradford, Benjamin’s father. 
10:30 a.m. Prices vary. 23230 Meadow-
brook Farms Club Drive, Katy.  
281-798-4216. www.remben.org 

COURTESY REMEMBRIN’ BENJAMIN GOLF TOURNAMENT

Come visit our design center with 9 beautiful display pools
Design center hours are 9:30 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Saturday

Covered Patios | Outdoor Kitchens | Fire Pits | Fireplaces | Landscaping | Remodeling

CALL 

US TODAY!

281.392.8833

1010 Greenbusch Rd.  Katy, Texas 77494 | www.lagunapools.com In business since 1973



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12

QUALITY PEDIATRIC CARE FROM 
A NAME YOU CAN TRUST
Memorial Hermann Medical Group provides comprehensive care from newborn to 18 years old. We o� er a wide array of health
services, including:

We are committed to delivering high-quality medical care and guiding children on a path of wellness.

• Annual checkups
• Immunizations

• Acute illness treatment
• Sports physicals

• Chronic childhood disease management

Use ScheduleNow to book your appointment online at 
mhmg.memorialhermann.org

PEDIATRICS 

Convenient Care Center in Katy 
22430 Grand Corner Drive
Katy, TX 77494
281.371.1980

Katy 
23960 Katy Freeway, Suite 250
Katy, TX 77494
281.644.8955
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1  Cane Island Parkway extension 

Crews are installing concrete pavement 
on the two-lane road under construction 
that will connect Cane Island Parkway and 
FM 1463 just south of I-10 in Katy. Weather 
delays have added to the cost and have 
delayed the project slightly. Officials from 
Fort Bend County said the existing curve at 
FM 1463 will be replaced with a signalized 
intersection, and crews are working on the 
intersection at FM 1463 as of late May, Fort 
Bend County Engineer Stacy Slawinski said.

All information on this page was updated as of  
5/25/18. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.
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RECENT UPDATES

COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNESTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

Timeline: July 2017-July 2018

Cost: $8.7 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County, city 
of Katy, Ventana Development

2  Gaston Road widening 

This widening will expand a 1.6-mile 
stretch of Gaston Road from Greenbusch 
Road south of Katy Flewellen Road. The 
existing two-lane asphalt roadway will be 
reconstructed as a four-lane divided con-
crete road with underground stormwater 
drainage. Right of way acquisition to widen 
Katy Flewellen Road is complete as of late 
May, according to Slawinski. Now that the 

ROW has been acquired, private utility 
companies will relocate their facilities. 
Construction is anticipated to begin in July 
and will last approximately one year. 

Timeline: July 2018-July 2019

Cost: $9.4 million

Funding source: Fort Bend County

3  Katy Flewellen from Gaston Road to 
Spring Green roundabout 

The project will improve the existing two-
lane asphalt roadway to a four-lane divided 
concrete boulevard with underground 
stormwater drainage. The city is waiting for 
Fort Bend County to construct the intersec-
tion of Katy Flewellen and Gaston before 
proceeding. Additional right of way is being 
acquired as of late May. The intersection 
at Gaston Road is included in this project, 
which is scheduled to begin in mid-2019.

Timeline: Construction scheduled to 
begin in mid-2019

Cost: $7.4 million

Funding source: Fort Bend County

4  Spring Green Boulevard 
roundabout 

The roundabout, once completed, will 
connect Spring Green Boulevard to 
Cinco Trace Drive, Crossover Road and 
Katy Flewellen Road. Fort Bend County 
officials said the construction was 
delayed due to conflicts with existing 
utilities. Concrete paving began in April 
and is still being installed as of late May. 

Timeline: January 2018-July 2018

Cost: $4.4 million 

Funding sources: Fort Bend County, 
Newland Homes
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HOW IT WORKS

Buyer beware: How  
to know if a vehicle  
has flood damage
As many as 250,000 vehicles were 
affected by Hurricane Harvey, according 
to estimates by the Insurance Council of 
Texas. Many were auctioned off, refur-
bished and put on used car lots. 

State law requires flooded vehicles that 
receive a salvage title—a designation 
given for a total loss under an insurance 
claim—also carry a “flood damage” 
notice, but there are situations where 
this might not be apparent. The Federal 
Trade Commission offers these tips for 
checking out a used car to make sure it is 
not flood-damaged: 

Look closely. Stains, mildew, sand and 
silt, especially in small spaces and cracks 
in the consoles and between seats, could 
be signs of water damage.

Do a smell test. A heavy aroma of clean-
ers and disinfectants could be masking a 
mold or odor problem. 

Do some research. The National Insur-
ance Crime Bureau offers a free vehicle 
identification number lookup that lists 
flood damage and other information. 
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CINCO RANCH 
BLVD.

98 W Grand Parkway S #100 
Katy TX. 77494 
In front of Costco, 
Next to Mo’s Irish Pub.

281-968-0883
thetoastedyolk.com
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FREE ORDER OF donuts
“CHURRO STYLE”
Must present coupon. 
Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Exp. 7/31/18.

YOUR NEXT STOP



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com14

Harris County finalizes 
values of flooded homes
BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

Most homeowners in Harris County received their 
property value notices in the mail in April, but some 
of those who experienced flood damage during Hurri-
cane Harvey could still be waiting. 

Officials with the Harris County Appraisal District 
said Harvey has further complicated the already ardu-
ous process of determining values for the more than 
1.7 million parcels of property across the county. 

A home’s appraised value—along with tax rates 
and exemptions—determines how much a resident 
owes when tax bills are sent out in October. Home-
owners can file protests if they do not agree with 
the value that has been set, HCAD Communications 
Director Jack Barnett said.

Barnett said he does not have a time frame for when 
flooded homeowners might receive their values.

“For those that have flooded, we’re still collecting 
information and analyzing data,” he said.

HCAD uses a system called “mass appraisal” to 
determine home values each year, which involves 
using sales data in a given area for properties that are 
similar in size and in features. For homes that flooded, 
appraisers have had to analyze additional data related 
to the extent of the damage and the condition of the 

ECONOMY

house on Jan. 1, as required by state law, Barnett said.
“We have used all sorts of reporting mechanisms 

right after Harvey hit … in addition to having our 
appraisers out in the neighborhoods as soon as it 
was safe,” he said. “We sent appraisers back to each 
property that had flooding to see its condition at the 
beginning of the year.”

The deadline for residents to file protests is either 
May 15 or 30 days after the value notice is received, 
whichever is later, Barnett said. This means home-
owners who have not received a notice yet will still 
have 30 days to file a protest after it arrives in the mail.

Homeowners who are uncomfortable going through 
the protest process on their own can seek help from 
property tax consultants who specialize in protesting.

Patrick O’Connor, owner and president of the 
O’Connor and Associates tax consulting firm, said 
he is preparing for what he expects to be a chaotic 
few months of protests due to Harvey. He said his 
firm conducted a study of 1,000 homes that sold after 
flooding in Harris County and found they were selling 
for 35-40 percent less than they otherwise would have.

“You definitely need to protest,” O’Connor said of 
residents with homes that flooded.

Although Harvey has created challenges, Barnett 
said he believes the final values will fall around the 
98-99 percent accuracy range HCAD typically receives 
in annual studies conducted by the state comptroller.

“We have done everything that we can to make sure 
we are valuing the property accurately,” he said.

TA X CYCLE
PROPERT Y

Property value notices sent out in April ultimately 
determine property tax bills sent out in October.

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Homeowners receive property value notices in 
the mail. The deadline to protest values is May 15 
or 30 days after the notice is received.

The majority of protests occur during this time. 

When roughly 90 percent of values are no longer 
under protest, the Harris County Appraisal District 
estimates the county’s total property value.

Officials use the total property value to determine 
what the tax rate should be to bring in the amount 
of revenue needed to fund operations.

Tax bills are distributed to homeowners.

HCAD begins the new process of appraising 
property for the upcoming year.

Property tax bills are due from the previous year.
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GOOD SCHOOLS.
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23623 ELYSON FALLS DR, KATY TX 77493
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Welcome to Elyson. A new home 

community with Katy ISD schools.  

An on-site café. Miles of trails.  

A fitness center. Resort-style pool. 

Neighborhood gatherings and 

oh-so-much more. Start your tour 

at Elyson House & Café.
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12 BUILDERS  |  15 MODELS OPEN DAILY
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Brawner and Hebert said they under-
stand residents’ concerns that some 
infrastructure had not been well main-
tained under prior administrations. 
They said hiring the staff and obtaining 
new equipment will prevent backlogs 
moving forward. 

It is the federal government’s respon-
sibility to progress with plans for a third 
reservoir in Waller or Harris County, 
according to Brawner. He said the Corps 
delayed the process by insisting upon 
a study to evaluate the environmental 
affects of a third reservoir. 

Plans for the third reservoir are being 
pushed for by McCaul, who said the 
Corps is following procedure to ensure 
they do not do more harm than good. 

“We’re submitting ... other studies to 
the Army Corps in the hopes that they 
can get their study done more quickly 
and expeditiously in light of the threat 
that we face,” McCaul said. 

Officials: Expensive repair work underway, slowed by bureaucracy 

Katy-area municipalities work to repair 
drainage, prepare for hurricane season

BY R. HANS MILLER

Hurricane season began June 1 and 
extends through November, according 
to the Texas Department of Insurance. 
After flooding throughout the Katy area 
in 2016 and 2017, Katy-area drainage 
infrastructure still needs expensive 
repairs, area officials said. 

FORT BEND COUNTY

Mark Vogler, chief engineer and gen-
eral manager of the Fort Bend County 
Drainage District, said the county has 
made progress on repairs. Most of the 
drainage infrastructure in the county 
that was damaged or blocked during 
flooding related to Hurricane Harvey 
has been cleared or restored, he said. 

Vogler said the county is focused on 
keeping the burden off taxpayers by 
finding outside money through grants 
to improve and repair drainage. 

“Everybody’s putting tremendous 
effort into getting grant funding and 
other funding sources for the county,” 
Vogler said. 

Vogler said his staff is working with 
the Army Corps of Engineers to coordi-
nate desilting tributaries in Barker Res-
ervoir, located at the southwest corner 
of I-10 and Hwy. 6, but there have been 
delays due to regulatory disagreements, 
he said. 

Maintenance of drainage ditches are 
supposed to be exempt from require-
ments of the Clean Water Act, Vogler 
said. The Corps is asking the county to 
obtain a permit for filling the stream 
due to dirt falling from backhoes back 
into the stream, which is considered 

filling the stream, Vogler said.
A judge will clarify the issue, said 

Fort Bend County Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Andy Meyers. 

“At the end of the day we’ll get a per-
mit,” Meyers said. “We’re trying to get 
them to let us take action on our own, 
and they are taking the position that we 
need a permit.”

HARRIS COUNTY AND KATY

Karen Hastings, project communica-
tions manager with the Harris County 
Flood Control District, said the county 
is also working to repair or improve 
tributaries that lead into Addicks 
Reservoir.

Harris County spent $6 million 
immediately after Harvey on emergency 
repairs; the federal government will 
reimburse those costs, she said. HCFCD 
is also working on 15 new repair proj-
ects across the county, she said.

“These projects are in design,” 
Hastings said. “After design comes the 
construction bidding process and then 
construction.” 

The city of Katy is working to repair 
and improve drainage as well, accord-
ing to Mayor Chuck Brawner.

Brawner said he has been in regular 
contact with federal, state and county 
politicians to ensure issues with drain-
age are taken care of. Points of contact 
include U.S. Rep. Mike McCaul, R-Texas, 
state Rep. Mike Schofield, R-Katy, com-
missioners and judges from Fort Bend 
and Harris counties, and representa-
tives of local drainage districts.

Brawner said the city has done what 
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The city of Katy and Harris and Fort Bend counties 
are investing money into improving drainage 
infrastructure throughout the region. The list below 
includes some of the more expensive projects.

Local drainage projects City of Katy Harris County
Fort Bend County

Emergency repairs 

Cost: $6 million  
Fast response projects throughout Harris 
County immediately following Harvey
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Creek

NMap not to scale

Buffalo  
Bayou

R
. H

A
N

S 
M

IL
LE

R
/C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 IM

PA
C

T 
N

EW
SP

A
P

ER

Ditch clearing

Cost: $300,000 
Dump truck, Gradall machine, 
four staff members

1

Creek desilting and repairs

Cost: $12 million  
Repairs and desilting of Cypress 
Creek and other waterways

2

Buffalo Bayou repairs

Cost: $2.8 million  
Clearing silt on Cane Island 
Branch from Hwy. 99 to I-10

3

SOURCES: CITY OF KATY, HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT, FORT BEND COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

it can in its own jurisdiction. A new 
Gradall machine—a special plow to 
clean out ditches—and other equip-
ment was purchased after Harvey, and 
four new staff members were hired 
to improve the city’s ability to main-
tain drainage ditches. The new staff 
and equipment cost the city about 
$300,000, he said.

Brawner said it is important to note 
voters approved a $19.5 million bond 
package on May 5 for flood mitigation.

Hebert said the bonds are being sold, 
and sales should be finished this fall. 
Afterward a series of drainage projects  
will be undertaken in old Katy.

Brawner said the city is the first 
Houston-area community he knows 
to have passed a bond referendum in 
response to Harvey. Harris County Com-
missioners voted June 12 to hold a $2.5 
billion bond election Aug. 25 for flood 
mitigation projects. 

3

1

2

Additional county projects

Willow Fork repairs  
Repairs completed to Willow Fork up 
to the point where it enters Barker 
Reservoir

You fill it with love...
we’ll fill it with furniture.

WIN
$5,000worth of furniture

from Gallery Furniture!

Certain credit criteria apply. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. Must apply and close on a new home loan to qualify for entry into the drawing to win the furniture.  No purchase necessary. To enter without obtaining a new home loan at FCCU, you may send in a 3x5 card with your name, address, phone number and email address 
to First Community Credit Union, Attn: Marketing, PO Box 840129, Houston, TX 77284-0129. One entry per person. One card will enter person into both drawings.  FCCU refinances not eligible. Must be 18 or older to win. Prize consists of $5,000 worth of furniture and is non-transferrable. Prize does not have a cash option. Winners will 
be determined using random.org. Any prize won and accepted with a value of $600 or more will be subject to 1099-MISC reporting. Employees and board members of First Community Credit Union and immediate family members are not eligible to win. First Community invites anyone that lives, works or worships in Harris, Fort Bend or 
Montgomery County to find their home financing with us. 

Two winners will be chosen!

Home Furniture Giveaway!

Ask me for
details today!



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com16

Life changes for the better when you experience 
true retirement living at The Delaney at Parkway 
Lakes. Rather than shopping and cooking for one 
or two—or resorting to carryout—you have a better 
option: a delicious dining experience with nutritious 
chef-prepared meals. Your favorites are still on the 
menu, from classic burgers to Chinese cuisine, you 
just won’t have to get in your car to enjoy them.

Carryout?  
“No, we dine in and are carried 

away by all the menu choices.”

Experience a retirement lifestyle like no other.
Call (832) 945-1800 

to arrange a personal visit.

AL Facility ID# 106971

TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com 
21700 Bellaire Blvd. | Richmond, Texas 77407
info@TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com

2002 W. Grand Parkway N., Building 2

Katy.uhv.edu

Come to the 
UHV Katy 
Open 
House! 
Learn more about all UHV 
has to offer at the UHV Katy 
Open House from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, July 19.

Whether you are a student 
transferring from a community 
college, a busy adult who needs to 
finish your bachelor’s degree, or a working 
professional who wants to enhance your 
career with a master’s degree, UHV has a 
schedule that works for you. Take online 
courses anytime or convenient face-to-
face classes.

What are you waiting for? Fall registration 
is open!

Valentina Hoyos
UHV Student

LOCAL. NO CONTRACT.
PEST CONTROL COMPANY.

INITIAL SERVICE
AND/OR INITIAL
MOSQUITO
TREATMENT

$20 
OFF 

Keeping Homes and Businesses Pest Free Since 1983

ASK ABOUT OUR MOSQUITO TREATMENTS

281.395.3900
frontierexterminating.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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Katy ISD’s deficit could reach $31.5 million by 2020 
BY REBECCA HENNES

Katy ISD Chief Executive 
Officer Christopher Smith 
warned trustees at a May 21 
work study meeting they may 
have to make strategic deci-
sions to address a potential 
budget deficit. Smith said 
the potential deficit is due to 
the Texas Supreme Court and 
Texas Legislature’s inaction 
in addressing inequities in the 
school state funding system 
and the financial strains 
brought about by damage 
to the district as a result of 
Hurricane Harvey. 

“We’ve amended this budget 
like I’ve never seen a budget 
amended before, because of 
Hurricane Harvey,” Smith said.

Smith said the district’s gen-
eral fund has taken a nearly 
$25 million hit in May from 
expenditures associated with 
damage incurred as a result 
of Harvey. These renovations 

include repairs to the Educa-
tion Support Complex, which 
cost the district an additional 
$491,000, and the nearly $9 
million University of Houston 
annex that was purchased to 
house displaced Creech Ele-
mentary School students.

Smith said the continued 
decline of state revenue has 
created a funding cliff, and 
Harvey’s impact on reap-
praised values and property 
insurance premiums have 
also impacted the budget.

Smith projected the dis-
trict may have a 28.4 percent 
budget deficit by the 2019-20 
school year and a 31.5 percent 
deficit by the 2020-21 school 
year. He recommended budget 
reductions like abandoning 
programs or addressing staff-
ing ratios.

“It shows pretty big deficits 
over the next couple of years,” 
Smith said. “As long as we 

million in the district’s fund 
balance for May. 

Despite this increase, Smith 
told trustees the projected 
deficits the district could see in 
the next few years should be 
taken seriously. 

EDUCATION
KISD’s 2017-18 general fund saw an increase of more than $10 million in 
the month of May, but officials warned trustees the district could see a 
$31.5million deficit by the 2020-21 school year.

Official budget Projected Projected Projected
2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21

Operating 
revenues

Operating 
expenditures

Other 
expenditures

$674.7 M

$663.9 M

$5.5 M

$709.5 M

$700.0 M

$13.2 M

$712.1 M

$735.0 M

$5.5 M

$741.4 M

$767.4 M

$5.5 M

$5.3M -$3.7M -$28.4M -$31.5M

Katy ISD budget deficit projections

Where is the state funding?

SOURCE: KATY ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Texas school districts are still grappling with a funding formula 
that heavily relies on local property taxes. Officials said due to this 
fact, KISD may need to prioritize programs and staffing needs. 

49%

2014

43%

2016

33%

2018

29%

2020

have things in our budget 
that’s subject to inflation..and 
those funding formulas don’t 
increase, it’s really tough to 
fund those [new programs].”

Trustees approved the bud-
get amendments at the May 
29 meeting. Some thanked 
Smith for the warning. 

“I’ve seen sobering reports 
before but I want to thank you 
for giving this much heads 
up,” trustee George Scott said.

The amendments involve an 
increase in the proposed rev-
enue budget, which included 
$105,464 from additional tax 
increment reinvestment zone 
revenue from increased prop-
erty values and $11,650,000 in 
additional state Tier 1 revenue 
the district received for offer-
ing free and reduced lunch 
during September and October 
2017, post-Harvey.

The amendments created a 
net increase of more than $10 

Trustees will hold  a public 
hearing on the 2018-19 pro-
posed budget and tax rate Aug. 
20. The budget will be adopted 
at the Aug. 27 meeting and the 
tax rate will be adopted at the 
Sept. 24 meeting. 

State fundingLocal funding

Surplus/deficit

51% 57% 67% 71%
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KEEPING YOU AT THE 
TOP OF YOUR GAME

When an injury has you sidelined, the world-class team of 
specialists at Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports 
Medicine will help you get back out there faster, with:

• Expertise to treat common to complex injuries

• Latest imaging and technology

• Advanced nonsurgical treatments

• Minimally invasive procedures

• State-of-the-art physical and occupational therapy

Schedule an appointment to discuss
your options with a specialist.
18400 Katy Freeway, Suite 200 | Houston, TX 77094
832.522.BONE (2663) | houstonmethodist.org/gameon
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MEETINGS

Katy ISD
Meets the third and fourth Monday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. The next meeting is 
June 25. 
Board Room, Education Support Complex,
6301 S. Stadium Lane
Katy • 281-396-6000
www.katyisd.org

Katy ISD trustees approve nominations for new 
officers, officially swear in Champagne, Gesoff

Trustees approve salary increase, new positions 

KATY ISD  The Katy ISD 
board of trustees wel-
comed new members 
and re-elected current 
members to new posi-
tions at a May 21 work 
study meeting. 

Trustees Bryan 
Michalsky and Charles 
Griffin both left their 
seats May 21 after serv-
ing on the board for the 
last six years. After win-
ning over voters in the 
May 5 election, Dawn 
Champagne replaced 
Griffin on seat 7 and 
Susan Gesoff replaced 
Michalsky on seat 6. 
Both were sworn in at 
the work study.

“This is a fabulous 
community with a 
school district that 
delivers outstanding 
results and entices 
thousands to settle 
and raise their families 

here,” Gesoff said in a 
press release. “In order 
to continue to improve 
the ‘product’ the district 
delivers to its students, 
we must foster more 
open-minded, two-way, 
solution-oriented dia-
logue between educa-
tors, administrators, 
parents and community 
members.” 

Board President Ash-
ley Vann announced 
at the same meeting 
she will step down as 
president,but will stay 
on the board serving as 
secretary. 

“To put it simply, I’m 
tired y’all,” Vann said. 
“My family’s tired. The 
past two months have 
shown me a lot about 
myself, and the one 
thing that I know is that 
the wind is out of my 
sails.”

Trustee Courtney 
Doyle replaced Vann as 
president after trustees 
unanimously approved 
her nomination. Trust-
ees also unanimously 
voted to elect Bill Lacy 
to the office of vice pres-
ident, replacing Doyle. 

“I don’t think there 
has been a president 
that has been faced 
with quite the extent 
of what Mrs. Vann has 
been faced with,” Doyle 
said. “Mrs. Vann has led 
this board with grace, 
humility and strength. 
She has always had 
a smile on her face. I 
know that her family 
has sacrificed greatly 
for her to be available at 
all times.” 

At a May 29 regular 
board meeting, trustees 
approved the nom-
ination for another 
position in district lead-
ership when it named 
Ted Vierling the new 
assistant superinten-
dent of operations. 

Vierling served as 
the principal of Seven 
Lakes High School for 
the last seven years, 
and in his new role will 
serve under the current 
Chief of Operations 
Lee Crews, according 
to KISD spokesperson 
Maria DiPetta.

KATY ISD  Katy ISD teachers can 
expect about $1,230 more in their 
paychecks next school year after 
trustees approved a 2 percent salary 
increase at the May 29 meeting.  

The average salary for a KISD 
teacher during the 2017-18 school 
year was $57,321, according to KISD 
director of communications Claudia 
Deschamps. Nonteacher pay groups 
were also approved an increase of 2 
percent of the midpoint of the 2017-18 
non-teacher pay ranges, DiPetta said.

District officials also unanimously 
approved a request to create 35 
new positions over 14 departments 
to address growth for the 2018-19 
school year. Two of the new positions 
include a staff attorney and a coor-
dinator for bullying prevention and 
student support services.

The district’s current general coun-
sel, Justin Graham, thanked trustees 
for approving the new position and 
said it will help provide better access 
to counsel, especially for the special 
education population.

“KISD has long been known for 
its excellence with regards to special 
education, which is why it’s such a 
sought-after district for parents with 
children who have those needs,” 
Graham said. “When you have those 
populations and with the number of 
children that we have, often times 
there is just a myriad of legal issues 
that are faced, which will require the 
expertise of special counsel to all of 
our campuses.”

The staff attorney will work under 
the general counsel, and the salary 
has been set for between $89,107 and 
$143,109. The coordinator for bully-
ing prevention and student support 
services will work under the deputy 

Katy ISD COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNESEDUCATION NOTES

superintendent and that position 
has a salary set between $76,145 and 
$127,444. Deputy Superintendent 
Ken Gregorski said the position has 
been in the works for the last several 
months. 

“We feel that this position will add 
value immediately coming to the 
district, and look at what we are cur-
rently doing in terms of bullying to 
strengthen our current practices and 
also add in new programs, design 
programs, coordinate programs, 
implement programs—everything in 
an effort for intervention of bullying 
within the district,” Gregorski said.

Gregorski said the coordinator will 
work closely with the community 
through working with internal and 
external stakeholders, parents, com-
munity groups, faculty and staff.

Susan Gesoff and Dawn Champagne joined KISD May 21.
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A fast growth district, KISD trustees 
recently approved the creation of 35 new 
positions to address anticipated enrollment 
growth for the 2018-19 school year.
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Leaving Your Employer? 
Understand Your 401(k) Options.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for 
your 401(k), including leaving the money in 
your former employer’s plan, moving it to  
your new employer’s plan, rolling it over to 
an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or 
cashing out the account subject to tax  
consequences.

To learn more, call or visit your financial 
advisor today.
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Contact me for all your Real Estate needs!

LINDA LEIBY
281-610-8644

23922 Cinco Village 
 Center Blvd #123

Katy, TX 77494

281-610-8644

©2016 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes 
and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.  

If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Linda.Leiby@garygreene.com 
www.LindaLeiby.com 
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Prices and availability subject 
to change without notice.

Celebrating 30 years in Texas!

Built Around You

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 year Structural Warranty

New homes from the $230s

Avalon at Spring Green  n  Cane Island  n  Cinco Ranch 
Firethorne  n  Fulbrook on Fulshear Creek  n  Jordan Ranch

21751 Cimarron Parkway, Katy, TX 77450
(832) 321-4704 • theavalon-katy.com

Where we treat you like family
Brand new

Locally Owned
Pets Welcome

Centrally located in South Katy

A  5 5 +  A PA R T M E N T  C O M M U N I T Y

10
99
TOLL

S. Mason Rd.

Cimarron Pkwy.

The Avalon Apartments

GREAT SUMMER 
SPECIALS

ONE MONTH 
FREE

With a 12 mo. lease. 
Contract must be signed 

by 7/31/18. Call 
o�  ce for details.

1  IN 58 CHILDREN ARE DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM.

spectrumofhope.com | 281-894-1423

Serving Houston’s Autism 
Community Since 2004

2017

FROM DIAGNOSIS TO ADULTHOOD APPLY ONLINE
• Applied Behavior Analysis

• Skills & Behavior Assessments

• Comprehensive Treatment Programs

• Intensive Feeding Clinic

• Complete In-take Online

Now hiring Behavior Technicians to provide 
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
therapy to individuals with autism

11820 Cypress Corner Lane 
Houston, TX 77065
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The Shoppes at Cinco Ranch signs five new tenants

New holistic care medical facility, spa to open off 
Kingsland Boulevard in Katy by late September 

New master-planned business park will bring 2.2 
million square feet of distribution space to Katy 

Five new tenants are planned for 
the Shoppes at Cinco Ranch develop-
ment off Spring Green Boulevard and 
FM 1093 in Katy.

New York-based Thor Equities 
signed deals with About Face & Body 
Medical Spa and a Starbucks, which 
is open as of mid-May. Other tenants 
include a Chase Bank location and 
the Medical Clinic at the Ranch, 
which will start serving patients June 
1. A Ramen King is also a new tenant 
and will open by July, according to 
leasing associate Austin Knief. 

A new 12,000-square-foot building 

International real estate investment 
firm Hines announced in early May it 
will develop a 150-acre business park, 
Pintail Crossing, at the northwest 
corner of I-10 and Igloo Road.

The master-planned business 
park lies between the Amazon and 
Igloo distribution centers and upon 
completion, will be able to accom-
modate up to 2.2 million square feet 
of distribution space, according to a 
press release from Hines. 

“Over the past several years, we 
have seen the far west I-10 corridor 
emerge as a vibrant logistics sub-
market, with some of the largest user 
footprints in the Houston MSA locat-
ing there,” Hines Managing Director 
Charlie Meyer stated in the release. 
“The location offers access to Texas’ 
major population centers and proxim-
ity to a high-quality labor pool.”

Meyers said Hines also chose the 
Katy location because it provides an 
ideal spot for serving multiple Texas 

markets, such as the Greater Houston 
area, San Antonio and Austin.

 Leasing services for the park were 
awarded to Boyd Commercial LLC. 

“We are excited to combine Hines’ 
build-to-suit track record with a 
well-located, flexible property that 
has the unique ability to offer tenants 
and users highly flexible configura-
tions, with buildings ranging from 
100,000 square feet to 1.2 million 
square feet,” Principal Andrew Sow-
ell said in the release. 

Meyer said Hines expects to break 
ground on the business park devel-
opment before the end of the year. He 
said the park will be fully built out 
within the next three years. Although 
there is significant interest from 
potential tenants, no preleases have 
been secured as of late May, Meyer 
said.

“We are targeting build-to-suits and 
[are] currently in discussions with 
several tenants,” Meyer said.

COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNESDEVELOPMENT

is also planned for the 35-acre retail 
center and construction is scheduled 
to be complete in November. 

“We have two tenants out to lease 
right now, but we can’t say who yet,” 
Knief said. “We are hoping to have 
it signed within the next couple of 
weeks, I believe.”

a retail component within the space, 
such as a cafe or potential pharmacy, 
but Tamerisa said those details are 
still being worked out. 

The facility will accept a hybrid of 
insurance and cash pay services, and 
will accept some insurance plans for 
medical practice services but the spa 
will not accept insurance, she said. 

Representatives from Heitkamp 
Swift Architects responsible for 
designing the facility said it will have 
a modern feel, and construction is 
expected to finish by the end of the 
summer. Tamerisa said she could 
start seeing patients in September. 

International real estate investment firm Hines will build a new 150-acre business park 
called Pintail Crossing at the northwest corner of I-10 and Igloo Road within three years. 
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Zazen Medical Group will open 
a new facility at the corner of AMC 
Drive and Kingsland Boulevard by 
September. The 14,000-square-foot 
facility will offer services specializing 
in gastroenterology and digestive 
conditions. 

“It’s a facility that is dedicated to 
providing holistic care and wellness,” 
founding physician Radha Tamerisa 
said. “It will have a medical spa com-
ponent, [and] it will have a medical 
practice.”

Tamerisa said the medical spa will 
provide services that include nutri-
tional counseling, weight manage-
ment, detoxification treatments and 
functional medicine consultations.

“It will provide a nutritional 
approach to medical disease,” Tamer-
isa said. “We are going to do some 
aesthetics treatments as well that will 
compliment the care model.”

Construction plans also allow for 

INNOVATION.
MOTIVATION. 

RESULTS.
Burn up to 1000 calories in 
45 minutes while building 

lean muscle.

« FREE TRIAL PERIOD«
FOR NEW MEMBERS

F45KATY.COM

KELLIWOOD
21020 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR.

KATY, TX, 77450

CINCO RANCH
4950 KATY-GASTON ROAD

KATY, TX, 77494

2 
LOCATIONS
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Ranked number one in the  
nation for cancer care by  
U.S. News & World Report.

“ Cancer, we will 
defeat you”
Dr. Mehrad Adibi | Cancer Physician

At MD Anderson Cancer Center, we are the only 

hospital in Houston focused on one thing: ending 

cancer. Here, every patient has an integrated team  

of cancer experts who develop unique, customized 

treatment plans to fight their cancer and support staff 

that cares for their emotional and medical needs. Let us 

help you defeat cancer at one of our many convenient 

locations around Houston.

Appointments are available.  

Call 713-745-9940 or visit FindYourMDAnderson.com.

18houloc3363_26_June Comm Impact_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 5/3/18   8:42 AM



Katy edition • June 2018 23

CITY & COUNTY

Harris County commissioners set $2.5 billion 
bond election date for flood relief projects

City of Katy looks to 
sell $9 million in bonds 
through bank loans

Fort Bend County, Cinco 
MUD file suit against 
Army Corps of EngineersHARRIS  Houston, Katy and Harris 

County residents will vote on a $2.5 
billion bond referendum Aug. 25 
after Harris County Commission-
ers Court on June 12 unanimously 
voted in favor of holding the 
election.

If approved, the bonds will fund 
more than 100 flood mitigation 
projects throughout the county.

The bond election is set to 
take place exactly one year after 
Hurricane Harvey hit Texas in 2017, 
dropping 1 trillion gallons of water 
across Harris County and flooding 
154,170 structures in the county, 
according to a county report.

The county has a list of 150 
projects that could receive funding 
and is seeking public feedback on 
which projects should be included 
in the final package. To gather this 
feedback, the county is schedul-
ing 23 community meetings over 
the next two months, with one 
meeting per watershed. Residents 
who cannot attend a meeting may 
submit their comments online.

The funding will also be used to 
perform studies and match fund-
ing the county will receive for flood 

KATY  The city of Katy is working with 
RBC Capital Markets to sell the first 
group of bonds, which were approved 
by voters May 5. Bonds will total $19.5 
million once they are all sold. 

The city will sell the bonds as loans 
with commercial banks through RBC. 
Matthew Dustin, director of Municipal 
Finance at RBC, said he hopes to close 
on the loans by July 25.

Dustin said RBC hopes to get a rate 
as low as 1.79 percent on a term of 15 
years. He said private listing of the 
bonds would give the city the best rate, 
even with rising rates.

Bond funds will be used to pay for 
propositions A and B from the May 
election, which include elevating the 
First Street Bridge and funding drain-
age improvements to the Pine Forest 
and Riceland Terrace areas.  

FORT BEND   Fort Bend County com-
missioners voted May 22 to file a fed-
eral lawsuit against the Army Corps 
of Engineers for its operation of the 
Barker Reservoir during Hurricane 
Harvey last August. 

Cinco Municipal Utility District No. 
1, also known as Cinco MUD No. 1, 
joined Fort Bend in filing the lawsuit 
May 25, according to a release from 
the MUD.

During Harvey, the Corps opened 
floodgates in an effort to prevent the 
reservoirs from failing, which created 
much of the flooding downstream of 
Buffalo Bayou, according to Fort Bend 
County Judge Robert Hebert. How-
ever, neighborhoods upstream from 
the reservoir flooded only because 
the Corps allowed water to back up 
out of the reservoir and onto private 
property, Hebert said.

The county believes the Corps 
failed to acquire sufficient land to 
store the amount of water the res-
ervoirs were designed to detain. In 
its complaint, the county will allege 
the reservoirs’ design and the Corps’ 
standard operating procedures made 
it inevitable that the limits of the 
Corps’ property would be exceeded. 
The county is not seeking monetary 
compensation, though Hebert esti-
mates the lawsuit could cost upwards 
of $100,000. The county will pay for 
the suit with general operation funds. 

“Three-thousand, one hundred 
families in Fort Bend County were 
unnecessarily damaged by the 
actions of the Corps; we have the 
right to go to court,” Hebert said. 

News from the City of Katy, Harris and Fort Bend counties  COMPILED BY ZAC EZZONE, REBECCA HENNES AND R. HANS MILLER

MEETINGS

Katy City Council: Meets the second and fourth 
Mondays of the month at 6:30 p.m. The next 
scheduled meetings are on June 25 and July 9. 
City Council Chambers, 910 Ave. C, Katy 
281-391-4800 • www.cityofkaty.com

Fort Bend County Commissioners Court: 
Meets 1 p.m. on the first, second, and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month. Its next scheduled 
meetings are June 26 and July 3 and 10.  
500 Jackson St., Richmond 
281-342-3411 • www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Harris County Commissioners Court:  
Meets at 10 a.m. on June 26 and July 10. 
1001 Preston Ave., Ste. 938, Houston 
713-755-5000 • www.harriscountytx.gov

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter: @impactnews_kty

MAY 1: Harris County 
requests approval for 
$2.5 billion election

MAY 7: Gov. Greg Abbott 
approves bond election

JUNE 12: Commissioners 
Court approves bond 
amount and date 

AUG. 1: Final list of 
projects available

AUG. 8: Early 
voting begins

AUG. 25   
Bond election

JUNE JULY AUGUSTMAY

To find out when public meetings are scheduled for your area, visit:
www.hcfcd.org/bond-program/community-engagement-meetings

Bond past & future

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

mitigation projects through federal 
sources, which often requires a 
local match.

Harris County Judge Ed Emmett 
said the county hopes to have a 
final list of projects by Aug. 1. Early 
voting will begin Aug. 8.

Because the county is solely 
funded by property taxes, issuing 
the bonds will increase property 
taxes. Emmett said this increase 
will be spread out since HCFCD 
plans to use the bonds over a 10-15 
year period.

According to a county press 
release, most homeowners will 
experience a 1.4 percent or smaller 
increase to the property taxes they 
pay to HCFCD if the referendum is 
passed. Harris County residents 
currently pay about 3 cents per 
$100 valuation to HCFCD annually. 

Commissioners also authorized 
HCFCD to accept $25.67 million 
of grant funding from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 
The money was allocated by the 
state to buy 170 homes that flooded 
during Harvey. According to the 
June 12 meeting agenda, this grant 
funding requires the county to 
match $10.25 million of the cost.
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We continue to meet our community’s growing need for exceptional care.
At our full-service, 208-bed facility,  you’ll �nd:

• One of the most experienced Emergency Centers in Katy
• Level IV Trauma Center
• Certi�ed Cancer Center
• Accredited Joint Center
• Accredited Chest Pain Center
• Primary Stroke Center

• Outpatient Sports Medicine
• Access to the larger Memorial Hermann Health System
• Over 500 a�liated doctors providing a wide range of medical  
 specialties, including heart and vascular, total joint replacement,  
 women’s care and neurology.

And you can expect all of our advanced o�erings to maintain the highest quality and 
safety standards, because a community as special as ours deserves the very best.

memorialhermann.org

EXPANDING
EXPECTATIONS.
IN HEALTH CARE. AND IN KATY.

Advance your career with us. Call 1.866.441.4567.
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SILVER SPONSOR

Heath Rushing
Senior Vice President and Chief 
Executive Officer

Serving the Katy area  
for more than 30 years.

Your proactive  
accountant and business 
solutions partner

GOLD SPONSOR
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Health 
Care 
Directory

Overall health statistics for the three 
counties included in the Katy area have 
remained steady over the last year. The 
obesity rate for both Waller and Fort Bend 
counties has decreased slightly, while 
the smoking rate for Harris County has 
increased by 1 percent. Harris County has 
more medical professionals per 100,000 
people than its smaller neighbors to the 
west.

COMPILED BY R. HANS MILLER

HEALTH  
CARE 
SNAPSHOT

18%

HOW HEALTHY IS 
Harris County?

of adults surveyed reported 
being in poor or fair health.

13%
of adults are  
smokers.

27%
percent of adults are 
considered obese.

90%
of residents have access to 
locations for physical activity.

21%
of residents do not have 
health insurance.

716,837
residents were enrolled in 
Medicaid as of Feb. 2018.

14%

HOW HEALTHY IS 
Fort Bend County?

of adults surveyed reported 
being in poor or fair health.

12%
of adults are  
smokers.

25%
percent of adults are 
considered obese.

84%
of residents have access to 
locations for physical activity.

13%
of residents do not have 
health insurance.

66,907
residents were enrolled in 
Medicaid as of Feb. 2018.

19%

HOW HEALTHY IS 
Waller County?

of adults surveyed reported 
being in poor or fair health.

18%
of adults are  
smokers.

36%
percent of adults are 
considered obese.

45%
of residents have access to 
locations for physical activity.

23%
of residents do not have 
health insurance.

6,846
residents were enrolled in 
Medicaid as of Feb. 2018.

Fort Bend County 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Services provided: animal services, 
clinical health services, emergency medical 
service, environmental health, indigent 
health care, senior services, public health 
preparedness, social services

Local 
HEALTH CARE 
INDUSTRY

10.25 workers  
in 100 are  
employed in 
health care-related 
occupations.

There were 4,122 primary care physicians in 
Harris County in 2017. That means there are 89 
primary care physicians for every 100,000 
residents, which ranks No. 21 statewide.

There were 488 primary care physicians in Fort 
Bend County in 2017. That means there are 62 
primary care physicians for every 100,000 
residents, which ranks No. 61 statewide.

There were 3 primary care physicians in Waller 
County in 2017. That means there are 5.7 
primary care physicians for every 100,000 
residents, which ranks No. 223 statewide.

There were 43,487 registered nurses in 
Harris County in 2017. That means there are 
938.5 registered nurses for every 100,000 
residents, which ranks No. 27 statewide.

There were 5,271 registered nurses in Fort 
Bend County in 2017. That means there are 
669.8 registered nurses for every 100,000 
residents, which ranks No. 49 statewide.

There were 72 registered nurses in Waller 
County in 2017. That means there are 135.6 
registered nurses for every 100,000 
residents, which ranks No. 241 statewide.

16,230  
workers  

in the Katy area are 
employed in the 
health care and social 
assistance industry.

Local  
hospitals  
employ more than  
3,250 total 
employees.

Steve Elliot 
Tax Leader

SOURCES: ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON FOUNDATION, U.S. 
CENSUS BUREAU, TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF STATE HEALTH 
SERVICES, FORT BEND COUNTY, HARRIS COUNTY,  TEXAS 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, COUNTY HEALTH 
RANKINGS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 
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Harris County 
HEALTH SYSTEM

Services provided: adult weight 
management, mental and behavioral health, 
primary and specialty care, geriatric medicine, 
cancer care, cardiology, HIV/AIDs services, 
physical medicine and rehabilitation, stroke 
and trauma care, prenatal services
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SOURCES: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES, 
AMERICAN TRAUMA SOCIETY, AMERICAN ACADEMY OF 
PEDIATRICS, TEXAS CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

LEVEL I trauma centers can provide 
total care for every aspect of an injury 
and serve as a comprehensive regional 
resource. Specialty care can include 
various surgeries, anesthesiology, 
emergency medicine and radiology. 

• Provides 24-hour coverage by  
general surgeons 

• Refers communities in nearby 
 regions to center 

• Provides leadership in prevention and 
public education to region

• Incorporates teaching and research 
efforts geared toward directing 
innovations in trauma care

• Provides program for substance abuse 
screening and patient intervention 

• Meets minimum volume of severely 
injured patients required annually 

LEVEL II trauma centers can initiate 
definitive care for injured patients. Specialty 
care can include orthopedic surgery, 
neurosurgery, anesthesiology, emergency 
medicine, radiology and critical care. 

LEVEL III trauma centers can provide 
prompt injury assessment, resuscitation, 
surgery, intensive care, stabilization and 
emergency operations. 

LEVEL IV trauma centers can 
provide evaluation, stabilization 
and diagnostic capabilities for 
injured patients prior to transferring 
patients to a higher-level trauma 
center.  

Trauma centers

nicus RANKED ON A SCALE OF I TO IV WITH LEVEL IV PROVIDING THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF CARE 

• Provides 24-hour coverage by general 
surgeons

• Refers cardiac surgery, hemodialysis 
and microvascular surgery patients to 
Level I trauma centers

• Provides trauma prevention and 
continued education programs  
for staff

• Incorporates a comprehensive  
quality assessment program

• Provides 24-hour coverage by 
emergency medicine physicians and 
availability of general surgeons and 
anesthesiologists 

• Incorporates a comprehensive 
quality assessment program

• Issues developed transfer 
agreements for patients requiring 
Level I or Level II trauma center care 

• Provides backup care for rural and 
community hospitals 

• Helps with prevention efforts 
and must have an active outreach 
programs for referring communities

• Hosts basic emergency 
department facilities to implement 
ATLS protocols and 24-hour 
laboratory coverage

• Offers available trauma nurses and 
physicians upon patient arrival

• Issues developed transfer 
agreements for patients requiring 
Level I or Level II trauma care 

• Helps with prevention efforts 
and must have an active outreach 
program for referring communities

LEVEL I NICUs provide regular 
nursery care and are available at most 
hospitals that deliver babies. These are 
also known as “well-baby nurseries.”

LEVEL II NICUs offer intensive care 
for premature and sick newborns 
who are in stable condition. 

LEVEL III NICUs offer comprehensive 
care for newborns who are seriously ill 
with sustained life support and access to a 
full range of pediatric subspecialists. 

LEVEL IV NICUs provide the highest level 
of neonatal care for the most premature 
and critically ill newborns. 

• Houses equipment to perform 
neonatal resuscitation

• Provides evaluations and postnatal 
care for healthy newborns

• Provides stabilization for newborns 
until transfer to a higher level facility

• Provides care for newborns with 
problems that can be resolved 
quickly

• Provides care for newborns 
recovering from higher level of care

• Provides continuous positive airway 
pressure

• Provides ongoing assisted ventilation 
• Employs a full range of pediatric 

medical subspecialists
• Conducts advanced imaging, such as 

CT scans, MRIs and echocardiography

• Provides Level II NICU care inside 
institutions capable of providing 
on-site surgery for serious congenital 
or acquired malformations

• Facilitates transport systems 
• Provides regional outreach education

Hospital ranking systems for trauma centers 
and neonatal intensive care units consist of 
designated levels. 

THE GREATER HOUSTON AREA  HOSTS MANY OPTIONS FOR TRAUMA AND NICU CARE AT VARIOUS LEVELS 

DECODING

DESIGNATIONS
hospital

BORN AT <32 WEEKS GESTATIONBORN AT <32 WEEKS GESTATION BORN AT 32+ WEEKS GESTATION BORN AT 35-37 WEEKS GESTATION

RANKED ON A SCALE OF I TO V WITH LEVEL I PROVIDING THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF CARE 

INSIDE INFORMATION

A� ordable treatment for 
erectile dysfunction and 
male enhancement
Drug-free. Needle-free. Surgery-free.

Call 281-519-7826 today for a free consultation!
16000 Park Ten Place, Suite 802, Houston, TX 77084
completemalesolutions.com

M O N ,  T U E S ,  T H U R S ,  F R I 
8 A - 5 P  A N D  W E D  8 A - 6 P

Standing (L-R): Jillian Benoit, FNP-C, New provider-Vincent 
Nguyen, PA-C, Mary K. Armitage, DNP, Jessica Meyer, PA-C, 

Heather Perry, PA-C. Sitting(L-R):  Danny Le, DO, Heidi Schultz, 
MD, Syndi Nobles, PA-C

CURRENTLY 
ACCEPTING NEW 

PATIENTS PEDIATRICS 
TO ADULTS

76 2 9  T i k i  D r i ve  |  F u l s h e a r
2 8 1 - 3 4 6 - 0 0 1 8

w w w. f u l s h e a r f a m i l y m e d .c o m
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State health department rolls out new program for best practices 

Study finds high maternal morbidity 
rates in Harris County, west Katy areas
BY REBECCA HENNES

Despite Houston’s extensive number 
of hospitals, recent studies show Har-
ris County is ranked higher than the 
state of Texas and the U.S. for severe 
maternal mortality and morbidity. 

Maternal mortality is defined by the 
World Health Organization as when 
a mother dies from pregnancy-re-
lated complications while pregnant 
or within 42 days of giving birth.  
According to an April study from the 
Houston Endowment, severe maternal 
morbidity is described as unexpected 
complications of pregnancy or labor 
and delivery that result in significant, 
negative short- or longterm conse-
quences to a woman’s health. 

“There is a clear problem with 
maternal mortality and morbidity 
[in Harris County] that needs to be 
addressed on an urgent basis,” said 
Dr. Lisa Hollier, medical director of 
obstetrics & gynecology at the Texas 
Children’s Health Plan’s Center for 
Children and Women. 

Hollier served as co-chair on the 
Houston Endowment’s Texas Maternal 
Mortality and Morbidity Task Force, 
which worked over the past year to 
identify risk factors and propose 
solutions to address the high rates in 
Harris County. Researchers concluded 
Harris County’s rate is increasing. 

According to the study published 
in April, between 2008 and 2015 the 
rate of severe maternal morbidity in 
Harris County increased by 53 percent, 
greater than the overall increase 
across Texas of 15 percent. 

The rate of severe maternal morbid-
ity in Harris County in 2015 was 238 
per 10,000 deliveries or 2.4 percent, 20 
percent higher than the Texas average 
of 200 per 10,000 deliveries. The U.S. 
average is 150 per 10,000 deliveries.

Katy’s close proximity to Houston 
means the risk factors identified in the 
study are similar to Houston’s, accord-
ing to local women’s physicians. 

“We are aware of it in Katy, because 
we are so close to Houston [and] I 
would imagine that the causes are 
probably about the same,” said Dr. 
Jerri Refuerzo, a high-risk pregnancy 
specialist at Memorial Hermann Katy.

Hollier said data from the study 
finds Katy also exhibits high rates. 

“The Katy area that is just below 
I-10 [that area] is between the rate of 
overall Harris County and [a rate that 
is] almost double [the] Harris County 
[rate],” Hollier said. “So that [area] 
below I-10, out west in the Katy area, 
is at more risk than the average for 
Harris County itself.” 

Hollier said the farther one travels 
west the more risk is identified there, 
but it is difficult to pinpoint the reason 
for this phenomenon. 

“There is still more learning that 
we need to do about the risks specific 
to the Katy area, and that was part 
of the reason that we started doing 
this research,” Hollier said. “I think 
we should look at this as a beginning 
for the Harris County area and I look 
forward to seeing what additional fol-
low-ups we will have from some of the 
organizations who work specifically in 
the Katy community.” 

LOCAL, STATE SOLUTIONS 

Some of the solutions outlined in 
the study call for increased access 
to health care and more education. 
Lynneece Rooney, a certified nurse 
midwife at the Katy Birth Center, 
said she thinks that it is not a lack 
of health care providers that affects 
Harris County’s rate, but rather a lack 
of education and understanding of 
how critical preventive and prenatal 
care is.  

   “And a lot of people don’t have 
insurance ... [they] just walk into the 
hospital when it’s time to deliver and 
that puts them at an increased risk 
because they haven’t been getting any 
[preventive] care,” she said. 

Rooney said women who do not 
seek preventive care can end up find-
ing out they are anemic and experi-
ence bleeding issues after delivery or 

discover they have hypertension that 
went undiagnosed.

“And that puts their baby at risk as 
well as themselves,” Rooney said

The steering committee’s plan 
outlines nine solutions for hospital 
systems in Harris County to consider 
implementing, but these changes will 
take time, Hollier said. 

On June 4 the Texas Department 
of State Health Services, the Texas 
Hospital Association, Texas Medical 
Association, Texas Academy of Family 
Physicians and American College 
of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
hosted a TexasAIM leadership sum-
mit. The organizations announced 
new initiatives that include imple-
menting safety bundles for best 
practices in hospitals across the state 
in an effort to decrease maternal 
mortality and other severe pregnancy 

complications. 
According to the TDSHS, bundles 

are sets of clinical guidelines and 
practices developed by the Alliance 
for Innovation on Maternal Health, or 
AIM.

“We’ve had a great response and 
more than two-thirds of [Texas] hospi-
tals that do maternity [services] have 
signed up for it,” VanDeusen said.

The program includes three best 
practice programs; the first will center 
around maternal hemorrhage, one of 
the most common causes of maternal 
death in the seven days following 
childbirth. A bundle on opioid use in 
pregnancy is also in the works and 
will be available more broadly next 
year. A third bundle will center on 
hypertension in expecting women.
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY TIERRA 

SMITH 

According to an April 2018 study, between 2008 and 2015 the rate of severe 
maternal morbidity in Harris County increased by 53 percent.

Harris County morbidity rates

SOURCES: MATERNAL MORTALITY AND 
MORBIDITY TASK FORCE, DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Researchers and partners involved with the steering committee for the Texas 
Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Task Force examined hospital discharge 
data from 2008-2015 and found the rate of severe maternal morbidity in Harris 
County is not only higher than the Texas and U.S. rate, it is increasing.

“THERE IS A CLEAR PROBLEM 
WITH MATERNAL MORTALITY 
AND MORBIDITY [IN HARRIS 
COUNTY] THAT NEEDS TO BE 
ADDRESSED ON AN URGENT 
BASIS.”

— DR. LISA HOLLIER, MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF 
OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY AT THE TEXAS CHILDREN’S 

HEALTH PLAN’S CENTER FOR CHILDREN AND WOMEN, 
CO-CHAIR OF THE TEXAS MATERNAL MORTALITY AND 

MORBIDITY TASK FORCE STEERING COMMITTEE
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Call and schedule
your tour today
and receive a

complimentary gift!

OUR MISSION IS TO
Love and Serve You and Yours

Assisted Living and Memory CareAssisted Living and Memory CareAssisted Living and Memory Care
Established in 1977

Colonial Oaks at Katy • 21601 Provincial Blvd. Katy, TX 77450 • License #103010 • 281- 578-2222 • www.colonialoaks.org

*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Expires 7/31/2018.  
Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions. Learn more at shelfgenie.com

Schedule your free design consultation

(281) 916-6409   

Simplify your kitchen with custom pull-out  
shelves for your existing cabinets.

EASY ACCESS MEANS EASY LIVING.

GRAND REOPENING: $299 OFF INSTALLATION*
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New center will increase reach of services in Fulshear community
Texana breaks ground on new facility

BY R. HANS MILLER

Texana, a nonprofit organization 
serving areas south and west of 
Houston for children and adults with 
autism spectrum disorder and other 
developmental disabilities, held a 
ground breaking ceremony for its 
Fulshear location April 23. 

The new campus will be located at 
the intersection of Wallis Street and 
FM 359 in Fulshear and will include 
three buildings, which will be built 
in phases said Kate Johnson-Pata-
goc, Texana’s director for specialized 
services.

The first phase will include an incu-
bator portion of the center that will 
feature a retail training center for peo-
ple with developmental disabilities to 
receive training for a variety of jobs, 
such as retail and restaurant work. 

The retail training center will also 
include a Children’s Center for Autism 
classroom, which will be the third 
for the organization. The classroom 
is where the nonprofit’s licensed 
social worker will provide one-on-one 
behavioral intervention analysis to 
help those with developmental dis-
abilities overcome challenges.

The second phase of the center 
includes a Children’s Center for 
Autism, Texana Communications 

Manager Andi Wallis said. The second 
building will include a dozen class-
rooms and play areas. 

The third phase will expand ser-
vices to adults by offering more voca-
tional training to prepare clients for 
the workforce, Johnson-Patagoc said.  

The project is expected to cost more 
than $12 million for the three-building 
campus, Wallis said. 

Wallis also said costs for the cam-
pus have increased since initial esti-
mates prior to Hurricane Harvey last 
August due to the effect of the storm 
on the construction industry. 

However, funding from organiza-
tions like The George Foundation 
have made it possible to move forward 
with the project, Texana CEO George 
Patterson said.

“We appreciate that and being a 
beneficiary of that foundation tells us 
that those folks have confidence with 
what we’re trying to do,” he said. 

Wallis said funding for Phase 1 of 
the project is available, and the center 
is expected to open in the late sum-
mer or fall of this year. However, she 
added that funding for the next two 
phases may take some time because 
the nonprofit will have to save and 
seek grants and donations in order to 
fund phases 2 and 3. 

TOTAL 2017 BUDGET
Federal support in the form of 
Medicaid helped supplement 
Texana’s 2017 budget. 

Texana breakdown

Community members met in April for a ground breaking of the new Fulshear campus. 
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148 volunteers 
in 2017

services provided to more than  
          14,000 people

State  
$19.7 million

Medicaid 
$31.5 million

Local 
$6.6 million

       more than  
850 employees

FM 359 & Wallis Street, Fulshear

281-239-1300

www.texanacenter.com

CEO George Patterson said 
the new facility will help bring 
services to Fulshear, which is one 
of the lowest-served regions of 
Texana’s service area. 

Because  
hurting  

your arm 
shouldn’t  
cost an  
arm and  

a leg.

nextlevelurgentcare.com

From headaches and sore throats  
to x-rays and lab work, and  

everything in between, get the  
care you need quick and easy at  

Next Level Urgent Care.

Cinco Ranch 
Open 7am-9pm, 7 days a week

10705 Spring Green Blvd Suite 600
Katy, TX 77494

NXTLV-0176 Community Impact Ad JUNE_CinoRanch_4.5085x11.25_MECH.indd   1 5/18/18   3:08 PM
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AREA PHYSICIANS Noncomprehensive listings of physicians in the Katy area
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   MAP KEY         Family practice        Internal medicine        OB-GYN        Pediatrics

1   Advanced Women’s Wellness
21402 Provincial Blvd., Katy
281-398-0777
www.drsobarzo.com

2   Alexandria Clinic
1836 Snake River Road, Ste. C, Katy
281-578-9000
www.alexandriaclinic.net

3   Bartsch Medical Clinic
5207 E. Fifth St., Katy
281-391-3185

4   Blue Fish Pediatrics
23960 I-10, Ste. 300, Katy
281-855-3700

www.bluefishmd.com

5   CareOne Internal Medicine  
& Primary Care
2222 Greenhouse Road, Ste. 400, Houston
281-599-8070
www.careoneclinictx.com

6   Christ Clinic
25722 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 111, Katy
281-391-0190
http://christclinickaty.org/

7   Cinco Family Medicine
24510 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
281-394-2390
http://cincofamilymedicine.com

8   Complete Ob/Gyn Care
21542 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
281-579-1488

9   Thomas G. Diaz
1331 W. Grand Parkway N., Ste. 345, Katy
281-398-8044

10   Quynh-Thu “Gigi” Doan
Houston Methodist West Hospital Medical 
Office, Bldg. 2, 18300 I-10, Ste. 205,  
Houston
281-717-4366
www.drgigidoan.com

11   Elite Women’s Care Center
Houston Methodist West Hospital Medical 

Office, Bldg. 1, 18400 I-10, Ste. 400, 
Houston
281-579-9900
www.elitewomenscarecenter.com

12   Family Health Consultants
Houston Methodist West Hospital Medical 
Office, Bldg.1, 18400 I-10, Ste. 430,  
Houston
713-461-4500

13   Family Medical Center at  
Cinco Ranch
23144 Westheimer Parkway, Katy
281-392-5005
www.fmccincoranch.com
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14   Family Physicians of Katy
707 S. Fry Road, Ste. 280, Katy
281-398-5360
http://tamistoutmd.vpweb.com

15   Foundation Primary Care
5423 E. Fifth St., Ste. D, Katy
888-704-9203
http://foundationprimarycare.com

16   Fulshear Family Medicine
7629 Tiki Drive, Fulshear
281-346-0018
http://www.fulshearfamilymed.com/

17   Genesis Family Care
21376 Provincial Blvd., Katy
281-579-2035
www.genesisfamilycare.com

18   Roy H. Gillick
830 S. Mason Road, Ste. A4, Katy
281-392-2222

19   Grand Medical Clinic
2830 Commercial Center Blvd., Ste. 109, Katy
832-437-5218
www.grandmedclinic.com

20   Grand Parkway Family Practice 
Clinic
23960 I-10, Katy
281-599-9979
http://grand-parkway-family-practice- 
clinic.business.site/ 

21   GreatCare OBGYN
Houston Methodist West Medical Office, 
Bldg.1, 18400 I-10, Ste. 260, Houston
832-230-2900
www.greatcareobgyn.com

22   Mohammad Haque
Houston Methodist West
Hospital Medical Office, Bldg. 1, 18400 
I-10, Ste. 570, Houston
281-944-9813

23   Health and Wellness Clinic
23920 I-10, Ste. 330, Katy
281-665-8498
http://healthandwellnessclinic.net

24   Jenkins Obstetrics, Gynecology & 
Reproductive Medicine
23535 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
281-347-2600
www.jenkinsobgyn.com

25   Just for Kids Pediatrics
418 Park Grove Drive, Katy
281-492-0774
http://justforkidspediatrics.com

26   Anuradha Kuntamani
701 S. Fry Road, Ste. 105, Katy
281-398-5863

27   Katy Advanced OB/GYN
23920 I-10, Ste. 480, Katy
832-553-5450
http://katyadvancedobgyn.com

28   Katy Internal Medicine Associates
1331 W. Grand Parkway N., Ste. 230, Katy
281-392-8620
www.kimatx.com

29   Katy Mason Pediatric Clinic
830 S. Mason Road, Ste. B-6, Katy
281-392-2700

30   Katy Medical Center
948 S. Fry Road, Katy
281-398-7778
www.kmcmd.com

31   Katy Medical & Wellness
Houston Methodist West Hospital Medical 
Office, Bldg. 1, 18400 I-10, Ste. 590,  
Houston
281-492-1900
www.mykatymedical.com

32   Katy Memorial Pediatrics
23920 I-10, Ste. 310, Katy
281-392-8920
http://katymemorialpediatrics.com

33   Katy Pediatric Associates
777 S. Fry Road, Ste. 207, Katy
281-492-7676
www.katypediatricassociates.com

34   Katy Women’s Care
23920 I-10, Ste. 440, Katy
281-392-2266
www.katywomens.com

35   Kelsey-Seybold Clinic–Cinco Ranch
23000 Highland Knolls Drive, Katy
713-442-4200
www.kelsey-seybold.com

36   Kelsey-Seybold Clinic–Katy
22121 FM 1093, Richmond 
713-442-4100
www.kelsey-seybold.com

37   Mubarak Khawaja
2222 Greenhouse Road, Ste. 400, Houston
281-599-8070
www.careoneclinictx.com

38   Victor C. Knopp
2211 N. Fry Road, Ste. N, Katy
281-578-8400

39   Mason Park Medical Clinic
21770 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
281-646-0740

40   Medical Colleagues of Texas
21700 Kingsland Blvd., Stes. 201-202, Katy
281-398-7954, 281-398-8639 
www.mctkaty.com

41  Memorial Hermann Medical 
Group-Firethorne
2750 FM 1463, Ste. 100, Katy
832-658-3010
http://mhmg.memorialhermann.org/
locations/ 

42   Memorial Hermann Medical Group-
Katy
23920 I-10, Ste. 500, Katy
281-644-8861
http://mhmg.memorialhermann.org/
locations/?cat=katy 

43   Memorial Hermann Medical Group 
Katy Convenient Care Center, 22430 Grand 
Corner Drive, Katy
281-371-1980

http://mhmg.memorialhermann.org/
mhmg-katy-ccc

44   Memorial Hermann Medical Group 
Pediatrics Katy
23960 I-10, Ste. 250, Katy
281-644-8955
http://mhmg.memorialhermann.org/
locations/ 

45  Millennium Women’s Healthcare
23920 I-10, Ste. 510, Katy
281-829-9908
https://www.houstonmethodist.org/ 
doctor/joseph-johns/ 

46   Physicians of Katy
462 S. Mason Road, Ste. 100, Katy
281-693-5289
www.physiciansofkaty.com

47   Pink Women’s Center
23960 I-10, Ste. 350, Katy
713-464-1845
www.pinkwomenscenter.com

48   Preferred Women’s Care
2222 Greenhouse Road, Bldg. 300,  
Houston
281-398-8484
http://preferredwomenscare.com

49   Progressive Women’s Care
628 S. Peek Road, Katy
832-437-9690
www.myobgynofkaty.com

50   Kristin Schmidt
2222 Greenhouse Road, Ste. 1800, Houston
713-464-2100
www.kschmidtobgyn.com

51   South Katy Medical Clinic
22028 Highland Knolls Drive, Bldg. D, Katy
281-395-6996

52  Springtime Pediatrics
23530 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 100, Katy
832-844-1470
http://springtimepediatrics.com

53  Steeplechase Pediatrics 
A   11605 S. Fry Road, Ste. 108, Fulshear

281-469-4340
www.steeplechasepedi.com

B   22762 Westheimer Parkway,Ste. 560, 
Katy 
281-921-0590
www.steeplechasepedi.com

54   Texas Children’s Hospital-Maternal 
Fetal Medicine
Houston Methodist West Hospital Medical 
Office, Bldg. 1, 18400 I-10, Ste. 540,  
Houston
281-646-1480
www.texaschildrens.org 

55   Texas Children’s Pediatrics-Cinco 
Ranch
24022 Cinco Village Center Blvd. Ste. 100, 
Katy
281-391-9696
www.texaschildrenspediatrics.org/ 
cinco-ranch

56   Texas Children’s Pediatrics-Katy
705 S. Fry Road, Ste. 120, Katy
281-398-3100
texaschildrenspediatrics.org/katy

57   Texas Children’s Pediatrics- 
Kingsland
21715 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 103, Katy
281-398-7353
http://texaschildrenspediatrics.org

58   Texas Children’s Pediatrics-Town 
and Country at West Campus
18200 I-10, Ste. WA160, Houston
281-579-6414
http://texaschildrenspediatrics.org

59   Trinity Primary Care
701 S. Fry Road, Ste. 207, Katy
832-321-3955

60   Ifthekar Unnissa, Pediatrics
21372 Provincial Blvd., Katy
281-578-9766

61   UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch
23923 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
713-486-5300
www.utphysicians.com

62   UT Physicians Pediatric Center at 
Cinco Ranch
10450 Spring Green Blvd., Ste. B, Katy
713-486-5870
www.utphysicians.com

63   Village Family Practice LLP
Houston Methodist West Hospital Medical 
Office, Bldg. 2, 18300 I-10, Ste. 615,  
Houston 
713-461-2915
http://villagefamilypractice.com

64   Westside Medical Clinic
3760 S. Mason Road, Ste. 10, Katy
281-398-2900
www.wsmclinic.com

65   Westside Pediatrics
20903 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
281-578-5788
www.drkisch.com

66   Willy Pezzia and Associates
714 S. Peek Road, Katy
281-395-3955
www.drpezzia.com

67   Women’s Health Care Center of 
Houston 
Houston Methodist West Hospital Medical 
Office, Bldg. 2, 18300 I-10, Ste. 315,  
Houston
713-365-2980
http://whcch.com

Disclaimer: The doctors listed in this directory 
all take appointments and practice medicine 
in the fields of family practice, internal med-
icine, obsetrics-gynecology and pediatrics. 
This list may not be comprehensive. 

 COMPILED BY R. HANS MILLER
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HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY ROOMS Noncomprehensive listings of local and regional hospitals, urgent care clinics and emergency rooms

HOSPITALS

1   Houston Methodist St. Catherine 
Hospital 
701 S. Fry Road, Katy 
832-522-5822 
http://houstonmethodist.org/stcatherine

• Trauma level: N/A
• NICU level: N/A
• Total number of employees: 199
• Number of beds: 50
• Most common treatments: long-term 

acute care

2   Houston Methodist West Hospital 
18500 I-10, Katy 
832-522-1000 
www.houstonmethodist.org/west 

• Trauma level: N/A
• NICU level: II
• Total number of employees: 1,190
• Number of beds: 239
• Most common treatments: emergency 

services, vascular care, cancer and spine 
centers, labor and delivery, orthopedics 
and sports medicine, neurology

3   Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 
23900 I-10, Katy 

 COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES  
AND R. HANS MILLER

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Schedule your appointment today! 713-442-0000  |  kelsey-seybold.com/katy

Just down the road … our Cinco Ranch Clinic 
is located at 23000 Highland Knolls Drive in 
Katy with specialists in Family Medicine,  
OB/GYN, and Pediatrics.

Among the specialists welcoming new patients are (L-R): Matthew Isom, D.O., F.A.C.O.G., OB/GYN;  
Felicia Jordan, M.D., F.A.C.P., Internal Medicine; Justo Montalvo, M.D., Pulmonary Medicine/Sleep  
Medicine; Kara Carter, M.D., Pediatrics; Rahim Haikal, M.D., F.A.A.F.P., Family Medicine;  
Roula Sabbagh, M.D., Pediatrics; and Jonathan Aliota, M.D., F.A.C.C., Cardiology.

Kelsey-Seybold Clinic – Katy provides 
comprehensive, multispecialty care with an  
on-site Kelsey Pharmacy and full diagnostic and 
lab services. Schedule an appointment  
today by calling our 24/7 Contact Center at 
713-442-0000.

We’ve got more ways to be  
Your Doctors for Life.

Get KelseyConnectedSM Today!

22121 FM 1093
Richmond, TX  77407  

713-442-4100

• Primary Care
• Specialty Care
• Digital 

Mammography
• MRI

• Ultrasound
• Lab
• X-ray
• Kelsey Pharmacy

Impact Half page-March2018_Katy.indd   1 2/26/18   1:59 PM
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281-644-7000 
www.memorialhermann.org/locations/katy

• Trauma level: IV
• NICU level: III
• Total number of employees: 1,009
• Number of beds: 208
• Most common treatments: cardiology, 

orthopedics, OB-GYN, labor and 
delivery, neurology, general surgery

4   Texas Children’s Hospital West 
Campus
18200 I-10, Houston 
832-227-1000 
www.westcampus.texaschildrens.org 

• Trauma level: N/A
• NICU level: N/A
• Total number of employees: 800+
• Number of beds: 86
• Most common treatments: pediatric 

medical and surgical services, inpatient 
and outpatient care

EMERGENCY ROOMS

5   ER Katy 
25765 I-10, Katy 
281-395-9900 
www.erkaty.com

6   First Choice Emergency Room 

A   1510 S. Mason Road, Katy 

281-371-8300 
www.fcer.com

B   9422 Spring Green Blvd., Katy
832-913-8220
www.fcer.com

7   Houston Methodist Emergency Care 
Center in Cinco Ranch 
26000 FM 1093, Katy
832-522-6070
www.houstonmethodist.org/er-cincoranch

8   Houston Methodist West Hospital 
Emergency Room
18500 I-10, Houston
832-522-1800
www.houstonmethodist.org/locations/
katy-west/

9   Memorial Hermann Convenient Care 
22430 Grand Corner Drive, Katy
281-371-1800
www.memorialhermann.org/katy-ccc/

10   Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 
Emergency Center
23900 I-10, Katy
281-644-7111
www.memorialhermann.org/locations/
katy-er---level-iv-trauma-center/

11  Village Emergency Centers
24433 I-10, Ste. 700, Katy
281-408-2458
www.villageec.com

URGENT CARE CENTERS

12   Excel Urgent Care
19450 I-10, Houston
281-829-9900
www.excelurgentcaretx.com 

13   Katy Urgent Care
21700 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 104, Katy
281-829-6570
www.katyurgentcare.com 

14   Lifeline Urgent Care Katy
1463 S. Mason Road, Katy
281-771-1166
www.lifelineurgentcare.org 

15   MedSpring Urgent Care–Katy
6501 S. Fry Road, Katy
832-260-0670
www.medspring.com 

16   Memorial Hermann Urgent Care 
Fulshear
5102 FM 1463, Ste. 1200, Katy
281-574-1104
www.memorialhermann.org 

17   Next Level Urgent Care
10705 Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 600, Katy
281-783-8162
www.nextlevelurgentcare.com 

18   Preferred Urgent Care
1450 W. Grand Parkway S., Katy
713-322-9294

www.preferredurgentcare.com 

19   Texas Children’s Urgent Care-Cinco 
Ranch
9727 Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 900, Katy
281-789-6300
www.texaschildrensurgentcare.org 

20   Urgent Care for Kids-Katy
23730 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. N, Katy
281-392-3033
www.solvhealth.com 
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281-395-3606
www.thncpa.com  
info@thncpa.com

Located inside Villagio Town Center
22762 Westheimer Pkwy.
Ste. 555 • Katy, TX 77450

Local CPA Firm with Proactive Business Solutions

QUICKBOOKS PROADVISORS |  TAX PREPARATION & PLANNING
CONTROLLER/CFO ADVISORY |  COMPLIANCE AUDITS

INTERNATIONAL TAX |  BUSINESS FORMATION

TNCPA is your 
Team of Nurturing 

Accountants
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SPORTS 
PHYSICAL$19

UTPHYSICIANS.COM/SPORTS

We have proven to provide the best
care for seniors in Katy.

Call to schedule your tour today
(281) 394-0628.

1520 Katy Gap Rd, Katy, TX         legacyatfalconpoint.com         ALF #106069

Independent livingAssisted Living Memory Care

Tummy Tuck • Liposuction • Body Contouring 
Breast Augmentation • Breast Lift •  Botox, 

Restylane •  Juvederm •  Blepharoplasty  
Brazilian Butt Lift •  Arm Lift

281.579.5638 
21720 Kingsland Blvd #303A
Katy, TX 77450

WWW.TEXASSURGICALARTS.COM

Tummy Tuck • Liposuction • Body Contouring 

 R. M. Bonnor MD, FACS
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L   ara Hamilton became executive 
director at Christ Clinic in August, 

and said she is excited to be guiding 
the clinic as it works to open a second 
location off Dominion Drive near 
Kingsland Baptist Church. 

Christ Clinic provides low-cost or 
no-cost medical care to low income 
residents.

Hamilton said opening a second 
location will allow the clinic to help 
more Katy-area residents. 

The second location will allow the 
clinic to serve more patients and was 
made possible thanks to Kingsland 
Baptist Church, Hamilton said. The 
church offered Christ Clinic space in 
the same building as nonprofits Hope 
Impacts and Clothed by Faith at a 
reduced rent, Hamilton said. 

“Having the opportunity to have 
access to six more exam rooms will 
allow us to place providers at each 
location and see patients more effi-
ciently and increase our capacity,” 
Hamilton said. 

Having the three nonprofits near one 
another will increase ability for each to 
refer clients, she said. A patient need-
ing assistance obtaining clothing can 
go to Clothed by Faith, while a client at 
Hope Impacts who is facing homeless-
ness can get the medical care he or she 
needs in the same building. Hamilton 
said she hopes the partnership will 
create an efficient model for Katy-area 
nonprofits to emulate.

“These are things that nonprofits 
have talked about doing for a long 
time, and we’re going to get the 

Christ Clinic
Clinic to open second Katy location to expand 
services, strengthen nonprofit partnerships 

BY R. HANS MILLER
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opportunity to try it and find out what 
works,” Hamilton said. 

Christ Clinic has expanded staff 
thanks in part to a $125,000 grant from 
the nonprofit Americares, according 
to the clinic’s Development Manager 
Beverly Allen. 

The grant will allow the clinic to hire 
a nurse practitioner, medical assistant 
and part-time front desk receptionist, 
Allen said. The clinic is in the process 
of filling these positions as of late May.

Hamilton said she wants to expand 
mental health services. In response 
to increased demand after Hurricane 
Harvey, the clinic has  partnered with 
Mental Health America to provide men-
tal health and first aid classes. 

Mental Health America also pro-
vided Christ Clinic with a grant that 
allows them to hire an additional 
licensed clinical social worker, or 
LCSW, Hamilton said. The clinic 
has multiple LCSWs who work in 
tandem with physicians under what 
is called an integrated behavioral 
health model. This allows the social 
workers and doctors to work together 
to develop more effective treatments 
for clients with mental health issues, 
such as anxiety, she said. 

“That allows us to utilize the 
strengths of the LCSW and our physi-
cians to collectively treat these patients 

1: Christ Clinic has 24 staff members 
and is currently hiring for a variety of 
positions and seeking volunteers.  
2: Lara Hamilton came to the clinic in 
April 2012 as the clinic manager and 
was promoted last August to executive 
director.

Christ Clinic

A  25722 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 111, Katy

B   802 Dominion Drive, Katy

281-391-0190  
www.christclinickaty.org

Mon-Thurs 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Fri. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
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The number of clients the clinic has 
seen increased after Hurricane Harvey.

SOURCE: CHRIST CLINIC/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

*SPIKE DUE TO 
HURRICANE 
HARVEY

9,220

5,849

5,237

9,230

14,364*

that have mental health needs better 
than if they were working alone,” 
Hamilton said. 

Hamilton said in the future she 
dreams of sending staff on global med-
ical missions.

“We’d probably have to go in two 
groups so we wouldn’t have to shut 
down operations, but that’s something 
I would really love to do,” she said.

Visits on the rise

1

2

PIN OAK RD.

DOMINION DR.

KINGSLAND BLVD.

Map not to scale

Services are free, anonymous, and any individual, family, or business is eligible. If you have questions or need help, call us at 
(844) 279-6036 or dial 2-1-1 or email TRT@TheHarrisCenter.org.

Hurricane Harvey hit Texas hard.
Many still face damage and losses that cause emotional stress, so the 
arrival of another hurricane season can set o
  a whole new round of stress.  
Texans Recovering Together helps with local outreach for emotional 
support, education, resource referrals and disaster preparation. 
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ADHD diagnoses on the rise
It is impossible to know whether the 
increase in diagnoses for attention defi cit 
hyperactivity disorder stems from an 
increase in the number of people who 
have ADHD or an increase in the number 
of people who were diagnosed, 
according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention . 

5.5%

9.9%

SOURCES: CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, NATIONAL HEALTH 
INTERVIEW SURVEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

ADHD diagnoses on the rise

Find updates about stimulant misuse  
at communityimpact.com.

Patients must complete a diagnostic assessment and meet a variety of criteria to 
be diagnosed with a ttention defi cit hyperactivity disorder, or ADHD, and receive a 
prescription stimulant for treatment .

SOURCES: CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, UPTODATE RESEARCH DATABASE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

adhd diagnosis & 
prescription for 
treatment

cannot be prescribed a stimulant such as adderall

symptoms present 
6+ months

patient's age

Continually misusing prescription stimulants 
like Adderall can cause various imbalances in the 
brain as well as physical side effects that can be 
minor or more serious. 

SOURCES: MEMORIAL HERMANN PREVENTION AND RECOVERY CENTER, UNIVERSITY 
OF HOUSTON STUDENT HEALTH CENTER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

stimulant Misuse 
mental and physical side effectsmental and physical side effects

STOMACh
Decreased 
appetite 

BRAIN
Psychosis

Agitation

Depression

HANds
Tremors

 CONTINUED FROM 1

age 17+

Students who use stimulants to excel on 
exams typically access the drug on college and 
high school campuses through friends and 
classmates sharing their own prescription pills. 
A 2015 survey found young adults who misused 
prescription stimulants more often obtained 
them through a friend and not a drug dealer.  

Received from friend 
or relative for free

Bought from a friend 
or relative

Bought from a drug 
dealer or stranger 

Prescribed through 
health care provider

Ages 12-17 Ages 18-25 Ages 26+

SOURCES: SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION; CENTER FOR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH STATISTICS 
AND QUALITY; NATIONAL SURVEY ON DRUG USE AND HEALTH, 2014 
AND 2015/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

pathway to prescriptions

How do students obtain stimulants for misuse?Easy Access

most common 
source

in 2015:

trickle-down eff ect,” said Vanessa Tilney, University of 
Houston Student Health Center executive director and 
chief physician. “I think the shift  in our society and the 
expectations, I feel like it goes down and down to a lower 
age group. I would not be surprised if it’s being passed 
around at middle schools even.”

STUDY DRUG CULTURE

Attention defi cit hyperactivity disorder, or ADHD, can 
be lifelong, and taking stimulants regularly can result in 
dependency, Tilney said. For students who are not pre-
scribed ADHD medication and use it anyway to excel in 
school, the consequences can be severe.  

Side eff ects for people who misuse prescription stim-
ulants include anxiety, depression and hallucinations 
said Dr. Iram Kazimi, a pediatric psychiatrist at McGovern 
Medical School at UTHealth. 

“[The side eff ects] can actually even [lead to] suicide 
if you are using them [stimulants] in the wrong popula-
tion,” Kazimi said.

Continual misuse of prescription stimulants can also 
lead to physical side eff ects such as decreased appetite, 
increased heart rate, hypertension and tremors, said Dr. 
Carlos Guerra, medical director of adolescent psychiatry 
at the Memorial Hermann Prevention and Recovery Cen-
ter. Despite these side eff ects, national trends show more 
college students are using these drugs.

According to a 2012 study from the Journal of American 
College Health, 61.8 percent of 1,253 college students sur-
veyed were off ered prescription stimulants for nonmedi-
cal use by their fourth year, and 31 percent used a stim-
ulant that was off ered. About three-fourths of students 
surveyed used stimulants to study.

“It’s real popular in high school and in college,” Guerra 

said. “It’s like baseball players and steroids: If everybody’s 
doing it then I’m not going to be able to win, so I might as 
well do it, too, so I’m at an even par with everybody else.”

Data provided by Katy ISD makes it impossible to know 
the extent of prescription stimulant misuse because all 
drug infractions are grouped together under a marijuana/
controlled substance category. The data does not outline 
prescription stimulant misuse, but it does speak to the 
fact that drugs are not uncommon in the district. 

During the 2017-18 school year, there were 305 drug- 
related behavioral incidents that occurred on KISD cam-
puses. The majority of those incidents involved sopho-
more-level students, with 79 incidents reported. 

KISD offi  cials declined to comment on this article. 
While it is diffi  cult to gauge how prevalent prescription 

stimulant misuse is in high schools, experts said competi-
tive districts are not immune from the study drug culture. 

“The top 7-8 percent rule in Texas is hard, especially 
when the schools like Memorial High School, Katy Tay-
lor, Sugar Land Clements—those high schools are just 
ultra-competitive schools,” Guerra said. “… it’s hard to be 
in the top 10 percent of the class.”

SCHOOL COMPETITIVENESS 

Adderall    —a stimulant used to help people with 
ADHD—increases dopamine levels in the brain, resulting 
in heightened alertness and focus, according to UH Sugar 
Land associate professor Shainy Varghese. 

Experts said even though the side eff ects of Adderall 
misuse can be severe, students are still willing to take 
them to perform well on high-stakes exams. 

For high school students, standardized tests that decide 
a student’s ability to pass onto the next grade level and 
SAT exams that determine college acceptances create 
additional stressors that can lead high-achieving students 
down the path to stimulant misuse. 

“All of that competitiveness leads us to what we may 
call ways to enhance cognitive performance, and use of 
stimulants is one way to do that,” Kazimi said. “There is 
a lot of prescription sharing that happens in school, espe-
cially around exam time.”

KISD parent Sarah Storts has two sons in KISD schools, 
one of whom was diagnosed with ADHD four years ago. 
She said she expects the trend has reached her commu-
nity. 

“I can’t speak to Adderall specifi cally, but my high 
school student has reported seeing and hearing prescrip-
tion pills being sold that helps student pass tests,” Storts 
said. “He does not know the names of what is being sold 
or the specifi cs, but I can only assume they are some form 
of ADHD medications.” 

Kazimi said while requests for ADHD evaluations have 
always been consistent, she noticed during testing times, 
inquiries for ADHD evaluations by parents increase. 

“[When] it’s time [for a student] to test into high school, 
or time to test into middle school, those are times in early 
adolescence that we will see a peak where parents will 
request an evaluation,” Kazimi said. 

As stigmas surrounding mental health have started to 
diminish, ADHD diagnoses have become more common, 
and more parents are open to medicating their children, 
Guerra said. According to data from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, ADHD diagnoses in children 
increased from 5.5 percent in 1997 to 9.9 percent in 2015. 

Kazimi warned that while requests for ADHD evalua-
tions may increase during test times, it is critical parents 
rule out any other possibilities that may explain a child’s 
behavior. One snapshot of being seen by a provider can-
not give an accurate diagnosis of ADHD, Kazimi said. 

“Some schools will require certain types of performance 
tests like IQ tests before a middle school or a high school, 
and so a lot of times we see parents who want their chil-
dren assessed for ADHD,” Kazimi said. “And really that 
time is the time for us as providers to really educate the 
families about what ADHD actually looks like.” 

Kazimi said it is unfair to assume students diagnosed 
with ADHD have an advantage over others. Students with 
ADHD who take stimulants are still not on the same play-
ing fi eld as other students without the disorder, she said. 

KNOWING THE SIGNS

Students might argue they perform better on a test 
because of a stimulant, but they are probably misguided. 

“Kids may feel that they need to stay up three, four 
nights in a row to get all of their work done, and so a lot 

of prescription sharing happens to accomplish that,” Kaz-
imi said. “But sleep is needed for memory consolidation. 
Staying up for four, six nights in a row is not going to help 
you do better on an exam.” 

There are warning signs parents should look for when 
deciding if a child might be resorting to stimulants.

“[Make] sure that your child knows that one test is not a 
measure of who they are as a person,” Kazimi said. “Sud-
den changes in mood, irregular or erratic sleep patterns 
around exam time—those are all red fl ags.” 

Kazimi said while health classes that focus on ADHD 
awareness and alternative ways to focus could help 
address stimulant misuse, lack of school funding make it 
unlikely such programs will be created. 

“If schools could get someone to volunteer and teach 
mindfulness every morning, those are programs that 

would not overburden the district,” Kazimi said. 

Kazimi said the most important consideration is for 
parents to pay attention to warning signs and have an 
open dialogue with their children about their stress lev-
els and expectations. 

Aft er witnessing the side eff ects diff erent ADHD 
medications had on her son, Storts said she thinks it is 
important parents are aware of the consequences mis-
use of prescription stimulants can bring. 

“Parents that bury their heads in the sand with a ‘not 
my kid’ attitude and don’t have these conversations are 
missing key opportunities to help their child,” Storts 
said. “The last thing we want, as parents, is kids feeling 
helpless and taking matters into their own hands.” 
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY BETH MARSHALL

5+  hyperactivity & 
impulsivity  symptoms

 Parents accept medication as a 
contribution to management

School will cooperate in 
administration & monitoring of 
medication 

Patient has a normal heart 
rate & blood pressure

No previous sensitivity to the 
chosen medication

Patient does not have 
prevalent developmental 
delay

 Patient does not have 
significant anxiety

Patient is seizure-free

Patient does not have Tourette 
syndrome

Substance abuse among 
household members is not a 
concern

age 6-16

5+ inattention symptoms

under 6under 6HEART
Hypertension

Chest pain 

Increased 
heart rate
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ADHD diagnoses on the rise
It is impossible to know whether the 
increase in diagnoses for attention defi cit 
hyperactivity disorder stems from an 
increase in the number of people who 
have ADHD or an increase in the number 
of people who were diagnosed, 
according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention . 

5.5%

9.9%

SOURCES: CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, NATIONAL HEALTH 
INTERVIEW SURVEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

ADHD diagnoses on the rise

Find updates about stimulant misuse  
at communityimpact.com.

Patients must complete a diagnostic assessment and meet a variety of criteria to 
be diagnosed with a ttention defi cit hyperactivity disorder, or ADHD, and receive a 
prescription stimulant for treatment .

SOURCES: CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, UPTODATE RESEARCH DATABASE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

adhd diagnosis & 
prescription for 
treatment

cannot be prescribed a stimulant such as adderall

symptoms present 
6+ months

patient's age

Continually misusing prescription stimulants 
like Adderall can cause various imbalances in the 
brain as well as physical side effects that can be 
minor or more serious. 

SOURCES: MEMORIAL HERMANN PREVENTION AND RECOVERY CENTER, UNIVERSITY 
OF HOUSTON STUDENT HEALTH CENTER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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age 17+

Students who use stimulants to excel on 
exams typically access the drug on college and 
high school campuses through friends and 
classmates sharing their own prescription pills. 
A 2015 survey found young adults who misused 
prescription stimulants more often obtained 
them through a friend and not a drug dealer.  

Received from friend 
or relative for free

Bought from a friend 
or relative

Bought from a drug 
dealer or stranger 

Prescribed through 
health care provider

Ages 12-17 Ages 18-25 Ages 26+

SOURCES: SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION; CENTER FOR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH STATISTICS 
AND QUALITY; NATIONAL SURVEY ON DRUG USE AND HEALTH, 2014 
AND 2015/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

pathway to prescriptions

How do students obtain stimulants for misuse?Easy Access

most common 
source

in 2015:

trickle-down eff ect,” said Vanessa Tilney, University of 
Houston Student Health Center executive director and 
chief physician. “I think the shift  in our society and the 
expectations, I feel like it goes down and down to a lower 
age group. I would not be surprised if it’s being passed 
around at middle schools even.”

STUDY DRUG CULTURE

Attention defi cit hyperactivity disorder, or ADHD, can 
be lifelong, and taking stimulants regularly can result in 
dependency, Tilney said. For students who are not pre-
scribed ADHD medication and use it anyway to excel in 
school, the consequences can be severe.  

Side eff ects for people who misuse prescription stim-
ulants include anxiety, depression and hallucinations 
said Dr. Iram Kazimi, a pediatric psychiatrist at McGovern 
Medical School at UTHealth. 

“[The side eff ects] can actually even [lead to] suicide 
if you are using them [stimulants] in the wrong popula-
tion,” Kazimi said.

Continual misuse of prescription stimulants can also 
lead to physical side eff ects such as decreased appetite, 
increased heart rate, hypertension and tremors, said Dr. 
Carlos Guerra, medical director of adolescent psychiatry 
at the Memorial Hermann Prevention and Recovery Cen-
ter. Despite these side eff ects, national trends show more 
college students are using these drugs.

According to a 2012 study from the Journal of American 
College Health, 61.8 percent of 1,253 college students sur-
veyed were off ered prescription stimulants for nonmedi-
cal use by their fourth year, and 31 percent used a stim-
ulant that was off ered. About three-fourths of students 
surveyed used stimulants to study.

“It’s real popular in high school and in college,” Guerra 

said. “It’s like baseball players and steroids: If everybody’s 
doing it then I’m not going to be able to win, so I might as 
well do it, too, so I’m at an even par with everybody else.”

Data provided by Katy ISD makes it impossible to know 
the extent of prescription stimulant misuse because all 
drug infractions are grouped together under a marijuana/
controlled substance category. The data does not outline 
prescription stimulant misuse, but it does speak to the 
fact that drugs are not uncommon in the district. 

During the 2017-18 school year, there were 305 drug- 
related behavioral incidents that occurred on KISD cam-
puses. The majority of those incidents involved sopho-
more-level students, with 79 incidents reported. 

KISD offi  cials declined to comment on this article. 
While it is diffi  cult to gauge how prevalent prescription 

stimulant misuse is in high schools, experts said competi-
tive districts are not immune from the study drug culture. 

“The top 7-8 percent rule in Texas is hard, especially 
when the schools like Memorial High School, Katy Tay-
lor, Sugar Land Clements—those high schools are just 
ultra-competitive schools,” Guerra said. “… it’s hard to be 
in the top 10 percent of the class.”

SCHOOL COMPETITIVENESS 

Adderall    —a stimulant used to help people with 
ADHD—increases dopamine levels in the brain, resulting 
in heightened alertness and focus, according to UH Sugar 
Land associate professor Shainy Varghese. 

Experts said even though the side eff ects of Adderall 
misuse can be severe, students are still willing to take 
them to perform well on high-stakes exams. 

For high school students, standardized tests that decide 
a student’s ability to pass onto the next grade level and 
SAT exams that determine college acceptances create 
additional stressors that can lead high-achieving students 
down the path to stimulant misuse. 

“All of that competitiveness leads us to what we may 
call ways to enhance cognitive performance, and use of 
stimulants is one way to do that,” Kazimi said. “There is 
a lot of prescription sharing that happens in school, espe-
cially around exam time.”

KISD parent Sarah Storts has two sons in KISD schools, 
one of whom was diagnosed with ADHD four years ago. 
She said she expects the trend has reached her commu-
nity. 

“I can’t speak to Adderall specifi cally, but my high 
school student has reported seeing and hearing prescrip-
tion pills being sold that helps student pass tests,” Storts 
said. “He does not know the names of what is being sold 
or the specifi cs, but I can only assume they are some form 
of ADHD medications.” 

Kazimi said while requests for ADHD evaluations have 
always been consistent, she noticed during testing times, 
inquiries for ADHD evaluations by parents increase. 

“[When] it’s time [for a student] to test into high school, 
or time to test into middle school, those are times in early 
adolescence that we will see a peak where parents will 
request an evaluation,” Kazimi said. 

As stigmas surrounding mental health have started to 
diminish, ADHD diagnoses have become more common, 
and more parents are open to medicating their children, 
Guerra said. According to data from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, ADHD diagnoses in children 
increased from 5.5 percent in 1997 to 9.9 percent in 2015. 

Kazimi warned that while requests for ADHD evalua-
tions may increase during test times, it is critical parents 
rule out any other possibilities that may explain a child’s 
behavior. One snapshot of being seen by a provider can-
not give an accurate diagnosis of ADHD, Kazimi said. 

“Some schools will require certain types of performance 
tests like IQ tests before a middle school or a high school, 
and so a lot of times we see parents who want their chil-
dren assessed for ADHD,” Kazimi said. “And really that 
time is the time for us as providers to really educate the 
families about what ADHD actually looks like.” 

Kazimi said it is unfair to assume students diagnosed 
with ADHD have an advantage over others. Students with 
ADHD who take stimulants are still not on the same play-
ing fi eld as other students without the disorder, she said. 

KNOWING THE SIGNS

Students might argue they perform better on a test 
because of a stimulant, but they are probably misguided. 

“Kids may feel that they need to stay up three, four 
nights in a row to get all of their work done, and so a lot 

of prescription sharing happens to accomplish that,” Kaz-
imi said. “But sleep is needed for memory consolidation. 
Staying up for four, six nights in a row is not going to help 
you do better on an exam.” 

There are warning signs parents should look for when 
deciding if a child might be resorting to stimulants.

“[Make] sure that your child knows that one test is not a 
measure of who they are as a person,” Kazimi said. “Sud-
den changes in mood, irregular or erratic sleep patterns 
around exam time—those are all red fl ags.” 

Kazimi said while health classes that focus on ADHD 
awareness and alternative ways to focus could help 
address stimulant misuse, lack of school funding make it 
unlikely such programs will be created. 

“If schools could get someone to volunteer and teach 
mindfulness every morning, those are programs that 

would not overburden the district,” Kazimi said. 

Kazimi said the most important consideration is for 
parents to pay attention to warning signs and have an 
open dialogue with their children about their stress lev-
els and expectations. 

Aft er witnessing the side eff ects diff erent ADHD 
medications had on her son, Storts said she thinks it is 
important parents are aware of the consequences mis-
use of prescription stimulants can bring. 

“Parents that bury their heads in the sand with a ‘not 
my kid’ attitude and don’t have these conversations are 
missing key opportunities to help their child,” Storts 
said. “The last thing we want, as parents, is kids feeling 
helpless and taking matters into their own hands.” 
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY BETH MARSHALL

5+  hyperactivity & 
impulsivity  symptoms

 Parents accept medication as a 
contribution to management

School will cooperate in 
administration & monitoring of 
medication 

Patient has a normal heart 
rate & blood pressure

No previous sensitivity to the 
chosen medication

Patient does not have 
prevalent developmental 
delay

 Patient does not have 
significant anxiety

Patient is seizure-free

Patient does not have Tourette 
syndrome

Substance abuse among 
household members is not a 
concern

age 6-16

5+ inattention symptoms

under 6under 6HEART
Hypertension

Chest pain 

Increased 
heart rate
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1. Cinco Ranch  
Final Opportunities! 
From the $570s 
281-249-7739

2. The Reserve at Silver Ranch 
Coming Soon! 
713-574-5048

3. Jordan Ranch 
Jordan Ranch 45’

     From the $250s 
Jordan Ranch 70'

 From the $375s 
281-249-7740 

4. Cane Island 
Elmwood Trails 
From the $285s 
281-249-7795 
Oak Pointe and The Trails 
From the $360s 
Quail Park 
From the $375s 
281-249-7796 

5. Elyson 
From the $320s

     281-249-7802

You will spend a lot of time in your new home. 
So at David Weekley Homes, our Personal BuilderSM 
works with you throughout the entire home building 
process to make sure your home is the place you’ve always 
dreamed of, even as those dreams – and your family – 
grow. That’s The Weekley Way!

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations 
are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2018 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA98174)

David Weekley Homeowners 
Praveenya, Thirumal & Sayan Edulakanti

 Final opportunities  
remain in Cinco Ranch!
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V  eterinarian Bill Stone of the Katy 
Equine Clinic said he began 

working in veterinary care right out of 
high school at the Katy Veterinary 
Clinic. After completing his doctorate 
degrees at Texas A&M University, he 
moved to the Katy Equine Clinic in 1984 
in hopes of continuing to serve the Katy 
community. 

“My family showed horses for years 
and, as a joke, the story is that I wasn’t 
a very good rider, so I went to [veteri-
nary] school,” Stone said. 

The clinic sits on about 3 acres of 
land with 15 stalls for patients and 
specializes in veterinary medicine for 
horses of all sorts, Stone said.  

The 30-year-old clinic is divided into 
three subpractices. The first offers care 
to horses that clients own for pleasure 
riding and simpler farm work. The 
second subpractice provides care for 
performance horses that compete in 
dressage or other competitions, while 
the third subpractice offers referral 
services. 

Caring for pleasure-riding horses 
involves basic veterinary care like treat-
ing a cut, Stone said. Other services 
can include dietary advice, vaccina-
tions or delivery assistance. 

Specialty horse care allows the 
practice to ensure expensive show 
horses that may have a minor lameness 

BY R. HANS MILLER

Katy Equine Clinic

707 Woods Road, Brookshire

281-391-8250

www.katyequineclinictx.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Saturday 8:30 a.m.-noon. 

Katy Equine Clinic 
Local veterinary center hosts three practices 
under one roof offering personalized care 
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Owner and veterinarian Bill Stone said staff at the clinic have backgrounds in horsemanship and most have ties to Katy.

to the Katy area and the Katy Equine 
Clinic in 2010 after a residency and 
running his own practice in Ohio. 

Stone said he bought the clinic from 
the Florida-based group the previous 
owner, Mike Heitmann, had managed it 
for, returning the clinic to local owner-
ship. Stone said he felt it was important 
for someone who had grown up on a 
ranch just a few miles from the clinic 
to take care of local families’ animals 
rather than an out-of-state corporation. 

Stone is nurturing the business to 
keep its local roots. The practice has an 
intern who grew up in the area and is 
attending veterinary school, and staff-
ers who have been with the practice for 
years all have backgrounds in horse-
manship. 

“We kind of all started off as horse-
men and had some attachment to 
horses at some point in our lives, 
whether its showing horses or raising 
horses,” he said.

Shetland 
pony

9.3-10.2 hh

14.2-15.2 hh

16.2-18 hh

Arabian

Clydesdale

HANDS WEIGHT

485-500 
pounds

800-1,000 
pounds

1700-2200 
pounds

Horses come in a variety of sizes. Horse heights are 
measured in hands at the withers. One hand is 4 inches in 
height. Hands are denoted with: – hh.

SOURCES: OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY, DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL SCIENCE 
AND HORSETALK.CO.UK/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

THE MANE MEASUREMENTS

are comfortable to perform without 
making injuries worse, he said. 

“Competitions cost [owners] thou-
sands of dollars per weekend,” Stone 
said. “So, when they go, we want to 
make sure that they’re successful.” 

The referral services put the best 
practitioners on cases the clinic sees, 
Stone said. That may mean Stone will 
travel to a treat a patient to do a long 
bone repair on a horse’s broken leg, or 
it could involve calling a specialist in.

“The point is the horse comes first,” 
Stone said. “Our commitment is trying 
to put the best person in front of the 
horse as possible.”

Stone said he and his staff treat 350 
to 500 horses per month, with an aver-
age of around 400. 

While getting a horse back on its 
feet is rewarding, Stone said the best 
part of the job is the people he gets to 
know through his practice. Stone said 
the people are what brought him back 

RESIDENTIAL |  LUXURY HOMES |  COMMERCIAL |  ACREAGE |  LEASING 

CALL US TODAY AT
Katy O�  ce
281-220-2100

Fulshear O�  ce
281-220-2150

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATEDVISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

CELEBRATING

20 YEARS IN KATY!

22762 WESTHEIMER PKWY., SUITE 430 
KATY, TEXAS, 77450

6630 FM-1463, SUITE A500
FULSHEAR, TEXAS  77441

SERVING TWO LOCATIONS 
NEAR YOU:
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C  hris Smith and Paul McCurdy 
had toyed with the idea of 

owning a restaurant together for years 
before opening the sit-down pizza 
restaurant Big Paulie’s Pizzeria near 
Fulshear last July. 

McCurdy and Smith met in 2007 and 
became close friends. McCurdy owns 
his own construction and masonry 
company, City Masonry LLC, while 
Smith worked for Jason’s Deli at the 
time. McCurdy kept encouraging 
Smith to go into partnership on a 
restaurant, but Smith held back, feel-
ing the timing was not right. 

“I kept talking him out of it and 
then we just got to the point with 
growth [near Fulshear] that I thought 
now would be a good time,” Smith 
said. “If you’re going to do it, strike 
while the iron’s hot.”

Big Paulie’s offers diners what 
Smith said he thought the last few 
generations were missing. The 
sit-down pizzeria offers made-from-
scratch pizzas complemented with 
salads, pasta and sandwiches.

Big Paulie’s opened last July, and 
Smith was excited by the reception. 
Smith said he had to close by 7:30 that 
Friday evening because staff became 
overwhelmed with the demand.

“I felt like Gordon Ramsay [in 
“Kitchen Nightmares”] telling them 
to close the doors,” Smith said. “We 
had a line of people going out the door 
which was great, but keeping up was 
near impossible.” 

The staff has adjusted since open-
ing night, and Smith remains excited 
about the reception. He credits his 
staff and a commitment to service for 
the restaurant’s popularity. Smith also 

Big Paulie’s Pizzeria 
Local pizzeria sets high standards for service 

BY R. HANS MILLER

Big Paulie’s 
Pizzeria

6420 FM 1463, 
Ste. 100, Katy

281-346-8405 

www.bigpauliespizza.com

Tues.-Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
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DINING FEATURE

THREE DISHES TO TRY

Big Paulie’s  
caprese pizza 

Big Paulie’s caprese pizza 
features a housemade crust 
covered in garlic oil, fresh 
mozzarella, Roma tomatoes, 
fresh basil and a balsamic glaze 
drizzle. $13.95 (small), $16.95 
(medium), $19.95 (large).

Muffaletta ($8.95)

The muffaletta sandwich uses a trifecta 
of Italian rosemary ham, capicola salami 
and smoked provolone served with an 
olive tapenade on Gambino’s Muffaletta 
bread. The sandwich comes with a side of 
marinara and in-house kettle-fried chips. 

Cannoli ($4.95)

Big Paulie’s sells a variety of desserts, 
including homemade cheesecake ($7.95), 
tiramisu ($6.95) and cannolis (below). 

said he appreciates his staff for its 
loyalty in an industry that generally 
has a high turnover rate.

“I’d say 85-90 percent of the people 
[who] work here have been here from 
the beginning,” Smith said. 

Smith said he is glad Big Paulie’s 
is known for its high level of service. 
Customers might go into a place that 
has great food, but Smith said he 
realizes customers will not come back 
if they are not given excellent service. 

“I think people’s [money] is so valu-
able that I want to give them a reason 
to come back and spend their money 
with me and be treated the way they 
need to be treated,” Smith said. 

Smith said they are open to menu 
suggestions, too. One mother asked 
for the pizzeria to begin offering non-
dairy cheese, which he was able to do, 
and the family has become regulars. 

Smith said he will work to meet cus-
tomers’ needs—from gluten sensitivity 
to allergies—or simple preferences for 
a certain style of pizza. 

“Everybody’s different,” he said. 
“You might like a heavier red sauce 
than what maybe I make.”

Regardless of those preferences, 
Smith said he wants to take care of his 
patrons as best he can.

“It’s all about perception, but every-
body can agree on service,” he said.

Owner Chris Smith (left) said he and his staff at Big Paulie’s focus on customer service. 
Most of Smith’s staff have been with him since the restaurant opened last July, he said. 

Summer is here and that means it’s time 
for dental exams for the entire family. 
With more than a decade of experience 
treating families in the Katy area,  
McKaskle Family Dentistry cares for their 
patients as they do their own families. 
Make an appointment today! 

1437 FM 1463 
Suite 200
Katy, TX 77494
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WEST KATY

WWW.SMILEKATY.COM 281-599-8003

We love seeing new smiles!
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An ETJ is an unincorporated area outside a city’s 
limits that it can annex. The size of a city’s ETJ 
is based upon its number of inhabitants. 

ETJ EXPLAINEDThe  extraterritorial jurisdiction legislation would allow 
residents living in Houston’s ETJ to vote themselves 
out to either petition to be annexed into an adjoining 
city like Katy, stay wholly unincorporated in Fort Bend 
County or create their own city or municipality.  

SOURCES: CITY OF KATY, CITY OF HOUSTON, FORT BEND COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER ANDY MEYERS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Katy has steadily annexed  land 
over the last two decades. Katy 
Mayor Chuck Brawner said 
the  city has relied on property 
owners’ petitions and that any 
future annexations will likely 
involve commercial properties.  

CITY OF KATY’S

ANNEXATION 
ACRE BY ACRE

FORT BEND 
COUNTY

limits—to vote themselves out 
of the area for over a decade.  

The legislation would allow 
residents living in Houston’s 
ETJ to either petition to be 
annexed into an adjoining city 
like Katy, stay wholly unincor-
porated or create a new  city. 

Meyers said he is still work-
ing on craft ing the legislation 
to include language that would 
outline more specifi cally how 
residents who voted them-
selves out would go about cre-
ating their own city. 

“I don’t want people to get 
out of the ETJ and not be able 
to create a city,” Meyers said. “It 
will be done probably through 
some type of petition.” 

For residents who vote them-
selves out and want to join a 
neighboring city like Katy, Mey-
ers said because of Senate Bill 
6, which became law in Dec. 
2017, 100 percent of those resi-
dents would have to agree to be 
annexed in to the city. 

Meyers said SB 6 makes it 
nearly impossible for the unin-
corporated areas of Katy to be 
annexed by Houston, which is 
why he thinks the legislation 
 has more promise for the next 
session in 2019.

“If you have legislation 
that makes it nearly 
impossible for a city 
to annex an area, 
what’s the reason 
for an ETJ then 
if they are never 
going to be able 
to annex an 
area?,” Meyers 
said. 

A narrowly 
focused bill, Mey-
ers said the legislation 
would only apply to Fort 
Bend County and the city of 
Houston. He said it has taken 
over a decade to move forward 
with the legislation because it 
limits the power of a munici-
pality.

“Legislators are reluctant to 
pick up legislation that is going 
to be  extremely controversial,” 
Meyers said. “We certainly 
anticipate opposition from 
Houston and the Texas Munic-
ipal League on our eff orts.” 

Offi  cials  from the Texas 
Municipal League said it could 
not comment on pending leg-
islation regarding TML mem-
ber cities. Offi  cials from the 
city of Houston’s P lanning and 
Development Department also 
declined to comment, and said 
the city could not speak on pro-
posed legislation that has not 

neighborhoods into its city lim-
its to allow residents to vote for 
their own elected offi  cials. 

Meyers said he does not 
think Houston should have the 
power it does over residents in 
the unincorporated area of Fort 
Bend Coun ty.

“An unelected body should 
not have any control over a 
group of people, particularly 
if you have the ability to levy a 
tax on them,” Meyers said. 

If the legislation is picked up 
and passed in the 2019 session, 
the bill could end up aff ecting 
hundreds of thousands of resi-
dents.

“You probably have 300,000- 
plus [people] in the area that 
would be aff ected, so it’s a very 
large number,” Meyers said. 
“It’s a lot of people: It’s all of 
Cinco Ranch and Grand Lakes 
and all of those communities 
that go to [FM] 1463.”  

The legislation could also 
aff ect the city of Katy if resi-
dents petition to be annexed 
into the city limits. 

The U.S. census reported 
17,116 residents living in the 
city limits in 2016, and in 2010 
reported 18,274 residents liv-
ing in Cinco Ranch, which is 

identifi ed as a census-desig-
nated place.  This means add-
ing just one master- planned 
community located in Hous-
ton’s ETJ to Katy’s limits could 
more than double its size, but 
city offi  cials said this would be 
unlikely to happen.  

Katy Mayor Chuck Brawner 
said if the legislation were 
approved, the city would fi rst 
look into the fi nancial impli-
cations  like municipal utility 
district indebtedness before 
accepting any petitions for 
annexations. 

“A city would have to assume 
the debt of a MUD if we annexed 
that area, and I don’t believe 
that’s in the best interest of our 
citizens and taxpayers here in 
the city of Katy,” Brawner said. 
“For us, we would have to do it 
on an individual basis, and we 
would have to make sure that 
it’s not going to put  [a] fi nancial 
burden on our taxpayers here.” 

Brawner said if Katy’s popu-
lation were increased through 
petitioned annexations that 
would come with the passing 
of Meyers’ legislation, the city 
would benefi t from additional 
taxes as long as it did not incur 

properties,” Brawner said. 

GRASSROOTS SUPPORT

Meyers said he will meet with 
state senators and represen-
tatives  in late June to craft  the 
legislation and is also working 
on a grassroots campaign that 
includes transporting willing 
residents to Austin to testify in 
Senate committee hearings in 
support of the bill. 

“The legislation session is 
obviously next year, so [we]
don’t know the exact timing 
of when the bill would come 
up, and usually those things 
are only posted in a week in 
advance,” Meyers said. “We 
already have some people 
signed up; we have some inter-
est in the community.” 

Cinco Ranch resident 
Thomas McCaig said he 
would support the legislation 
and approves of any eff ort to 
remove residents like him out 
of Houston’s ETJ. 

“It makes no sense for this 
area to be included in the city 
of Houston,” McCaig wrote in 
an email. “This would allow 
local residents to determine 
the path forward rather than 

outsiders…Hopefully, our 
elected representatives in Aus-
tin will support this.” 

Meyers said he is hopeful 
through grassroots eff orts and 
reaching out to the community 
over the next several months, 
residents will call their state 
representatives and show sup-
port for the bill.  

“We are trying to make peo-
ple aware of it,” Meyers said. 
“We would anticipate the bill 
would be introduced in the 
House fi rst and then if it passes 
in the House, it will be picked 
up in the Senate. So, we have 
to coordinate those eff orts 
and basically prepare as many 
talking points as we can for the 
committee that is going to hear 
the bill.” 

Meyers said if the bill is 
passed and if the Commission-
ers Court decides to place the 
legislation on a ballot, Katy res-
idents could vote themselves 
out of Houston’s ETJ as early 
as next November, though this 
quick turnaround is unlikely.

“It’s very diffi  cult to pass  it in 
one legislative session…it’s just 
kind of the nature of the beast 
so to speak,” Meyers said, 
referring to the ETJ legislation 
bill. “We are not going to give 
up if we are not successful this 
time. We are prepared to go to 
multiple legislative sessions if 
necessary.” 

Nottingham Country. The city 
of Houston has regulatory 
power over these areas and can 
impose taxes there, yet resi-
dents cannot vote for the Hous-
ton mayor or other City Council 
members. 

Unless Houston releases 
these areas from its ETJ, the 
city of Katy cannot annex these 

To control 
development

Expand its 
tax base

According to the Texas Municipal League, a 
city can annex from its ETJ for two reasons :

An Extraterritorial
 Jurisdiction

1

THE ELECTION QUESTION: WHO GETS A SAY?
Residents living in Houston’s ETJ cannot vote in 
city elections, including elections for City Council 
members and the mayor, but the city has the 
power to both directly and indirectly tax residents.

any MUD debt. 
“As you bring in new areas 

it does give you an income 
stream if there is no debt you 
are assuming, and therefore, 
you might be able to increase 
your public safety,” Brawner 
said. “And those are the things 
that people really care about, 
plus having good police, fi re, 
EMS services, plus having an 
elected offi  cial who is respon-
sible for a particular area for 
them to be able to complain 
or make recommendations to, 
so that would be a benefi t for 
those being brought in.”

The city of Katy has only 
issued one forced annexation 
and has relied on property 
owners petitioning the city 
to annex in certain areas and 
grow the city’s limits. 

Brawner said future annex-
ations would probably focus 
on commercial properties, like 
when the city recently annexed  
87 acres in 2017 west of the city 
limits to Woods Road for the 
new Amazon facility. 

“We would entertain those 
annexations because I believe 
those would be good for the 
city—they are commercial-type 

2

SUGAR LAND
STAFFORD

MISSOURI 
CITY

been reviewed yet. 

UNELECTED BODIES 

Even though thousands of 
residents may have Katy ZIP 
codes, the city’s limits only 
span about 14 square miles, 
according to city offi  cials. All 
of the Greater Katy area lies in 
the city of Houston’s  ETJ, not 

Katy’s ETJ, according to the 
city of Katy website. This area 
is located east and southeast of 
the city limits.

Per the city website, the 
Greater Katy area includes 
communities, such as Cinco 
Ranch, Falcon Point, Fire-
thorne, Grand Lakes,  Memo-
rial Parkway, Kelliwood and 

City entities outside Houston
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WHY DOES A CITY EXPAND ITS ETJ?

If passed in 2019, the ETJ 
legislation could affect  

   
residents in the area. 
300,000

SOURCES: TEXAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE, FORT BEND COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 3 ANDY MEYERS /COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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An ETJ is an unincorporated area outside a city’s 
limits that it can annex. The size of a city’s ETJ 
is based upon its number of inhabitants. 

ETJ EXPLAINEDThe  extraterritorial jurisdiction legislation would allow 
residents living in Houston’s ETJ to vote themselves 
out to either petition to be annexed into an adjoining 
city like Katy, stay wholly unincorporated in Fort Bend 
County or create their own city or municipality.  

SOURCES: CITY OF KATY, CITY OF HOUSTON, FORT BEND COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER ANDY MEYERS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Katy has steadily annexed  land 
over the last two decades. Katy 
Mayor Chuck Brawner said 
the  city has relied on property 
owners’ petitions and that any 
future annexations will likely 
involve commercial properties.  
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limits—to vote themselves out 
of the area for over a decade.  

The legislation would allow 
residents living in Houston’s 
ETJ to either petition to be 
annexed into an adjoining city 
like Katy, stay wholly unincor-
porated or create a new  city. 

Meyers said he is still work-
ing on craft ing the legislation 
to include language that would 
outline more specifi cally how 
residents who voted them-
selves out would go about cre-
ating their own city. 

“I don’t want people to get 
out of the ETJ and not be able 
to create a city,” Meyers said. “It 
will be done probably through 
some type of petition.” 

For residents who vote them-
selves out and want to join a 
neighboring city like Katy, Mey-
ers said because of Senate Bill 
6, which became law in Dec. 
2017, 100 percent of those resi-
dents would have to agree to be 
annexed in to the city. 

Meyers said SB 6 makes it 
nearly impossible for the unin-
corporated areas of Katy to be 
annexed by Houston, which is 
why he thinks the legislation 
 has more promise for the next 
session in 2019.

“If you have legislation 
that makes it nearly 
impossible for a city 
to annex an area, 
what’s the reason 
for an ETJ then 
if they are never 
going to be able 
to annex an 
area?,” Meyers 
said. 

A narrowly 
focused bill, Mey-
ers said the legislation 
would only apply to Fort 
Bend County and the city of 
Houston. He said it has taken 
over a decade to move forward 
with the legislation because it 
limits the power of a munici-
pality.

“Legislators are reluctant to 
pick up legislation that is going 
to be  extremely controversial,” 
Meyers said. “We certainly 
anticipate opposition from 
Houston and the Texas Munic-
ipal League on our eff orts.” 

Offi  cials  from the Texas 
Municipal League said it could 
not comment on pending leg-
islation regarding TML mem-
ber cities. Offi  cials from the 
city of Houston’s P lanning and 
Development Department also 
declined to comment, and said 
the city could not speak on pro-
posed legislation that has not 

neighborhoods into its city lim-
its to allow residents to vote for 
their own elected offi  cials. 

Meyers said he does not 
think Houston should have the 
power it does over residents in 
the unincorporated area of Fort 
Bend Coun ty.

“An unelected body should 
not have any control over a 
group of people, particularly 
if you have the ability to levy a 
tax on them,” Meyers said. 

If the legislation is picked up 
and passed in the 2019 session, 
the bill could end up aff ecting 
hundreds of thousands of resi-
dents.

“You probably have 300,000- 
plus [people] in the area that 
would be aff ected, so it’s a very 
large number,” Meyers said. 
“It’s a lot of people: It’s all of 
Cinco Ranch and Grand Lakes 
and all of those communities 
that go to [FM] 1463.”  

The legislation could also 
aff ect the city of Katy if resi-
dents petition to be annexed 
into the city limits. 

The U.S. census reported 
17,116 residents living in the 
city limits in 2016, and in 2010 
reported 18,274 residents liv-
ing in Cinco Ranch, which is 

identifi ed as a census-desig-
nated place.  This means add-
ing just one master- planned 
community located in Hous-
ton’s ETJ to Katy’s limits could 
more than double its size, but 
city offi  cials said this would be 
unlikely to happen.  

Katy Mayor Chuck Brawner 
said if the legislation were 
approved, the city would fi rst 
look into the fi nancial impli-
cations  like municipal utility 
district indebtedness before 
accepting any petitions for 
annexations. 

“A city would have to assume 
the debt of a MUD if we annexed 
that area, and I don’t believe 
that’s in the best interest of our 
citizens and taxpayers here in 
the city of Katy,” Brawner said. 
“For us, we would have to do it 
on an individual basis, and we 
would have to make sure that 
it’s not going to put  [a] fi nancial 
burden on our taxpayers here.” 

Brawner said if Katy’s popu-
lation were increased through 
petitioned annexations that 
would come with the passing 
of Meyers’ legislation, the city 
would benefi t from additional 
taxes as long as it did not incur 

properties,” Brawner said. 

GRASSROOTS SUPPORT

Meyers said he will meet with 
state senators and represen-
tatives  in late June to craft  the 
legislation and is also working 
on a grassroots campaign that 
includes transporting willing 
residents to Austin to testify in 
Senate committee hearings in 
support of the bill. 

“The legislation session is 
obviously next year, so [we]
don’t know the exact timing 
of when the bill would come 
up, and usually those things 
are only posted in a week in 
advance,” Meyers said. “We 
already have some people 
signed up; we have some inter-
est in the community.” 

Cinco Ranch resident 
Thomas McCaig said he 
would support the legislation 
and approves of any eff ort to 
remove residents like him out 
of Houston’s ETJ. 

“It makes no sense for this 
area to be included in the city 
of Houston,” McCaig wrote in 
an email. “This would allow 
local residents to determine 
the path forward rather than 

outsiders…Hopefully, our 
elected representatives in Aus-
tin will support this.” 

Meyers said he is hopeful 
through grassroots eff orts and 
reaching out to the community 
over the next several months, 
residents will call their state 
representatives and show sup-
port for the bill.  

“We are trying to make peo-
ple aware of it,” Meyers said. 
“We would anticipate the bill 
would be introduced in the 
House fi rst and then if it passes 
in the House, it will be picked 
up in the Senate. So, we have 
to coordinate those eff orts 
and basically prepare as many 
talking points as we can for the 
committee that is going to hear 
the bill.” 

Meyers said if the bill is 
passed and if the Commission-
ers Court decides to place the 
legislation on a ballot, Katy res-
idents could vote themselves 
out of Houston’s ETJ as early 
as next November, though this 
quick turnaround is unlikely.

“It’s very diffi  cult to pass  it in 
one legislative session…it’s just 
kind of the nature of the beast 
so to speak,” Meyers said, 
referring to the ETJ legislation 
bill. “We are not going to give 
up if we are not successful this 
time. We are prepared to go to 
multiple legislative sessions if 
necessary.” 

Nottingham Country. The city 
of Houston has regulatory 
power over these areas and can 
impose taxes there, yet resi-
dents cannot vote for the Hous-
ton mayor or other City Council 
members. 

Unless Houston releases 
these areas from its ETJ, the 
city of Katy cannot annex these 

To control 
development

Expand its 
tax base

According to the Texas Municipal League, a 
city can annex from its ETJ for two reasons :

An Extraterritorial
 Jurisdiction

1

THE ELECTION QUESTION: WHO GETS A SAY?
Residents living in Houston’s ETJ cannot vote in 
city elections, including elections for City Council 
members and the mayor, but the city has the 
power to both directly and indirectly tax residents.

any MUD debt. 
“As you bring in new areas 

it does give you an income 
stream if there is no debt you 
are assuming, and therefore, 
you might be able to increase 
your public safety,” Brawner 
said. “And those are the things 
that people really care about, 
plus having good police, fi re, 
EMS services, plus having an 
elected offi  cial who is respon-
sible for a particular area for 
them to be able to complain 
or make recommendations to, 
so that would be a benefi t for 
those being brought in.”

The city of Katy has only 
issued one forced annexation 
and has relied on property 
owners petitioning the city 
to annex in certain areas and 
grow the city’s limits. 

Brawner said future annex-
ations would probably focus 
on commercial properties, like 
when the city recently annexed  
87 acres in 2017 west of the city 
limits to Woods Road for the 
new Amazon facility. 

“We would entertain those 
annexations because I believe 
those would be good for the 
city—they are commercial-type 

2

SUGAR LAND
STAFFORD

MISSOURI 
CITY

been reviewed yet. 

UNELECTED BODIES 

Even though thousands of 
residents may have Katy ZIP 
codes, the city’s limits only 
span about 14 square miles, 
according to city offi  cials. All 
of the Greater Katy area lies in 
the city of Houston’s  ETJ, not 

Katy’s ETJ, according to the 
city of Katy website. This area 
is located east and southeast of 
the city limits.

Per the city website, the 
Greater Katy area includes 
communities, such as Cinco 
Ranch, Falcon Point, Fire-
thorne, Grand Lakes,  Memo-
rial Parkway, Kelliwood and 

City entities outside Houston
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WHY DOES A CITY EXPAND ITS ETJ?

If passed in 2019, the ETJ 
legislation could affect  
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Previous years: Counting up county costs 
Texas had the second-highest veteran population of any state with 
1.59 million veterans in 2016. The VA spent more than $16 billion on 
veterans programs for Texas that year. Harris County is the home to 
about a tenth of the state’s veteran population. 

Harris County Fort Bend County Waller County

• Establishes the Center for 
Innovation for Care and 
Payment to ensure payments 
to civilian providers are paid 
and managed properly

• Establishes the Asset and 
Infrastructure Review 
Commission, which will assess 
VA assets to determine effi cacy 
and decide on relocations, 
closures or expansions

• Expands the VA family 
caregiver program, which 
offers support to caregivers of 

veterans, such as training, adult 
day care, and other resources 
and services to lighten the 
burden of caring for a disabled 
or aging veteran

• Establishes pilot programs 
for medical scribes, mobile 
deployment teams for 
underserved VA regions and 
a graduate medical education 
program

• Extends VA pension reductions 
for Medicare-covered veterans 
in nursing homes

SOURCE: U.S. SENATE, U.S. REP. MIKE MCCAUL/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Breaking down the

The VA MI SSION Act of 2018 institutes a variety of changes for veterans 
who util ize Veterans Affairs services. Many of the benefi ts are related to 
health care but not all. Here is the breakdown: 

VA MISSION Act

Predicting populations

Demand for veterans services is 
increasing in the Katy area, due to the War on 
Terror and those who served in 1990s confl icts 
needing more medical care as they age.

For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

MAINTAINING
INTERNAL 
SYSTEMS AND 
STRENGTHENING 
INTEGRATED 
OUTSIDE 
NETWORKS

Appropriates $55 billion for 
veterans services, $5.2 billion 
of which is set aside for the 
Choice Program.

The Choice Program will be retired and the 
Veterans Community Care Program will 
be established after one year.

The program will furnish hospital care to veterans through 
community partners, such as hospitals and private practices, 
similarly to how the Choice Program now operates.

8,846 9,588
FY 2015-16

 Katy VA patients seen 
by fi  scal year: Veteran 

visits

Veteran populations in the Katy area are expected to 
decrease, according to projections by the VA. However, 
that may change as confl icts in the Middle East continue.
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and fund day-to-day opera-
tions.

The new law also provides 
$5.2 billion for the Choice pro-
gram for one year, aft er which 
it will be retired, and remain-
ing funding will go to the new 
Veterans Community Care Pro-
gram. The program helps vet-
erans use private medical care 
if they live 40 miles from a VA 
facility,  would wait more than 
30 days for an appointment or 
their medical needs cannot be 
met at a VA facility, said U.S. 
Rep. Mike McCaul, R-Texas.

Demand for veterans ser-
vices is increasing year-by-
year throughout the Katy area 
as the war on terror moves 
through its seventeenth year. 

The VA, states, counties 
and nonprofi ts are working 
together to meet the needs of 
veterans in a variety of ways, 
including implementation of 
the VA MISSION Act.

“It will transform the VA, 
but the veterans have been 
asking for this for quite some 
time,” McCaul said.

IMPROVING ACCESS

The law allows the VA to 
contract with local medical 
providers to fi ll gaps in the 
VA system. It also establishes 
a process for VA facilities 
to be reviewed and closed, 
expanded  or relocated. 
McCaul said the Katy facility 
will not be closed under this 
portion of the bill. He said he 
helped open the Katy VA to 
improve access for local veter-
ans in 2013.

VA records show the Katy- 
area veteran population is 
shrinking; however, more 
veterans seek services each 
year. In 2012, Harris County 

suicide prevention, property 
tax exemptions and outreach 
programs for veterans.  

Gottamukala said she is 
glad the VA will be able to pro-
vide more options to veterans.

“The burden is not off  of 
the VA but rather reducing 
the burden from the veteran 
to keep them from having 
to travel all the way [to the 
DeBakey Center],” Gottamu-
kala said.

NON-VA RESOURCES 

Organizations throughout 
the Katy area work to help 
veterans get services and fi ll 
needs the VA was not designed 
for, said Nicole P eele, program 
director at Amazing Soldiers, 
a local nonprofi t.

Peele said the Katy area 
has support organizations for 
veterans, including Catholic 
Charities and The Wounded 
Warrior Foundation. 

County veterans offi  ces also 

help veterans obtain VA bene-
fi ts, as do the Texas Veterans 
and Texas Workforce commis-
sions. 

Texas counties help veter-
ans apply for VA benefi ts, said 
Dwight Marshall, Fort Bend 
County veterans services offi  -
cer. Counties help veterans 
apply for benefi ts, including 
medical,  education, home-
buying and other programs. 

Marshall said county offi  ces 
also assist with applying for 
referrals to the TVC and TWC. 

“Veterans can get services 
here rather than traveling to 
the VA in Houston,” Marshall 
said.

Waller County Veterans Ser-
vices helped 211 veterans in 
2016, according to Veterans 
Services Offi  cer Gary Nemac. 
Fort Bend County reported 
serving 618 veterans that year, 
while Harris served 48,811 vet-
erans.

Schofi eld said another 

had 41,585 patients who were 
served at VA clinics. That num-
ber grew to 48,811 by 2016. 

Kevin Doffi  ng, CEO  of the 
Lone Star Veterans Associa-
tion, also said the regional 
clinics are important. 

“Opening up a remote [clinic 
in Katy] within the last fi ve 
years has really been an asset, 
and if you’ve ever tried to park 
at the [DeBakey facility], you 
can spend an hour and not 
fi nd a spot,” Doffi  ng said.

It can take 45 minutes or 
more in light traffi  c to travel 
from downtown Katy to the 
DeBakey clinic in Houston. 
However, the Katy VA Outpa-
tient Clinic can be reached in 
under 20 min utes.

“[Veterans] oft en complain 
to me that they have to drive 
all the way to get to a VA 
facility to get medical care,” 
McCaul said. 

Dr. Aruna Gottamukala, 
Debakey’s associate chief of 
staff  for ambulatory care, said 
the Katy clinic off ers primary 
health care, mental health, 
audiology and optometry ser-
vices. Gottamukala manages 
the Katy clinic.

The VA partners with local 
providers to make accessing 
care easy for veterans, Gotta-
mukala said. The VA is also 
working to better use  existing 
staff .

“We are working to expand 
basic specialty services by 
training midlevel providers for 
medical specialty services,” 
Gottamukala said. 

She said it is challenging 
to treat veterans who suff er 
from post-traumatic stress dis-
order or traumatic brain inju-
ries. Current-era veterans see 
more of those issues, but the 
VA continues to improve out-
comes for them, she said.

The clinic uses telecare to 
save patients travel time, Got-
tamukala said. Patients talk to 
medical staff  from home or the 
outpatient clinic. 

“On basic medical issues 
like eyes and so forth and ther-
apy, [telecare] has been a big 
help,” said Mike Mastrangelo, 
a member of Katy Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 9182. “The 
entire trip [to Houston] is bad 
for morale.”

WORKING ON IMPROVEMENTS

Gottamukala said the VA 
clinic will keep expanding ser-
vices but needs more space as 
staffi  ng increases. 

The Katy clinic served 
8,800 veterans in 2016, she 
said. That number will exceed 
10,000 wit hin three years . 

Doffi  ng said the VA has 
improved since he left  the mil-
itary in 2008. He had metal 
in his foot from his time in 
ser vice. He was told remov-
ing it would take two months 
to schedule. He said partner-
ships reducing waits is good.

“I’d rather see people going 
to see a private practice doc-
tor immediately than wait 120 
days,” Doffi  ng said. 

Marshall said wait times for 
veterans have decreased for 
health care. He added war on 
terror-era veterans come out of 
the military with requests for 
benefi ts in-process. 

“We used to see delays up 
to 60 days,” Marshall said. 
“Now they’re getting in two to 
three weeks of their registra-
tion dates so that has turned 
around a lot.” 

State Rep. Mike Schofi eld, 
R-Katy, said the state Legis-
lature is working to improve 
Texas veterans services. State 
legislation is being developed 
on several issues, including 

FY 2015-16 FY 2016-17

Fort Bend County 

Veterans Services 

veterans served:

618 671

improvement for veterans are 
veterans courts. These special 
courts help former military 
members whose experiences 
in war have made it diffi  cult 
for them to avoid legal compli-
cations, whether that is due to 
PTSD or some other issue. 

“[Veterans courts are] 
defi nitely helping,” Mar-
shall said. “Our court out-
reach speciali st runs that 
program, and he’s been 
having a lot of success.”

Schofi eld said many local 
employers support veterans 
by off ering a hiring prefer-
ence, which was made legal 
by the Texas   Legislature in 
2015. The law was updated in 
2017 to improve sharing veter-
ans preference information.

“This last session in 2017, 
we passed a bill ... to allow the 
[TVC] and the [TWC] to gather 
information on what private 
businesses had decided to 
grant veterans preferences in 
hiring so they can disseminate 
that to the veterans,” Schof-
ield said.

 CONTINUED FROM 1

+54.5%
+80% +88.4%

+44.4%

Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical 
Center 
2002 Holcombe Blvd., Houston
713-791-1414
800-553-2278
www.houstonva.gov 

Texas Veterans Commission
2002 Holcombe Blvd., Ste. 2a112, 
Houston
713-794-7785
www.tvc.texas.gov 

Harris County Veterans Services
9418 Jensen Drive, Ste. 200, 
Houston
281-876-6600
www.vso.hctx.net 

Waller County Veterans Services
836 Austin St., Ste. 208, 

Hempstead
979-826-7733
www.co.waller.tx.us/page/
Veterans 

Fort Bend County Veterans 
Services
4520 Reading Road, Ste. A, 
Rosenberg 
281-341-4550
www.fortbendcountytx.gov 

Amazing Soldiers
3880 Greenhouse Road, Ste. 406, 
Houston
281-717-4743
www.amazingsoldiers.org 

Lone Star Veterans
2929 McKinney St., Houston 
281-744-7972
www.lonestarveterans.org 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
9182
6206 George Bush Drive, Katy
281-391-8387
www.vfw9182.com 

These nonprofi ts and government agencies work together to 
ensure that veterans ’ needs are met.

Services: where to go

Katy Veterans Affairs 
Outpatient Clinic 
750 Westgreen Blvd., Katy
281-578-4600
www.houston.va.gov/locations/
Katy_VA_Outpatient_Clinic.asp
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Previous years: Counting up county costs 
Texas had the second-highest veteran population of any state with 
1.59 million veterans in 2016. The VA spent more than $16 billion on 
veterans programs for Texas that year. Harris County is the home to 
about a tenth of the state’s veteran population. 

Harris County Fort Bend County Waller County

• Establishes the Center for 
Innovation for Care and 
Payment to ensure payments 
to civilian providers are paid 
and managed properly

• Establishes the Asset and 
Infrastructure Review 
Commission, which will assess 
VA assets to determine effi cacy 
and decide on relocations, 
closures or expansions

• Expands the VA family 
caregiver program, which 
offers support to caregivers of 

veterans, such as training, adult 
day care, and other resources 
and services to lighten the 
burden of caring for a disabled 
or aging veteran

• Establishes pilot programs 
for medical scribes, mobile 
deployment teams for 
underserved VA regions and 
a graduate medical education 
program

• Extends VA pension reductions 
for Medicare-covered veterans 
in nursing homes

SOURCE: U.S. SENATE, U.S. REP. MIKE MCCAUL/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Breaking down the

The VA MI SSION Act of 2018 institutes a variety of changes for veterans 
who util ize Veterans Affairs services. Many of the benefi ts are related to 
health care but not all. Here is the breakdown: 

VA MISSION Act

Predicting populations

Demand for veterans services is 
increasing in the Katy area, due to the War on 
Terror and those who served in 1990s confl icts 
needing more medical care as they age.

For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

MAINTAINING
INTERNAL 
SYSTEMS AND 
STRENGTHENING 
INTEGRATED 
OUTSIDE 
NETWORKS

Appropriates $55 billion for 
veterans services, $5.2 billion 
of which is set aside for the 
Choice Program.

The Choice Program will be retired and the 
Veterans Community Care Program will 
be established after one year.

The program will furnish hospital care to veterans through 
community partners, such as hospitals and private practices, 
similarly to how the Choice Program now operates.

8,846 9,588
FY 2015-16

 Katy VA patients seen 
by fi  scal year: Veteran 

visits

Veteran populations in the Katy area are expected to 
decrease, according to projections by the VA. However, 
that may change as confl icts in the Middle East continue.
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and fund day-to-day opera-
tions.

The new law also provides 
$5.2 billion for the Choice pro-
gram for one year, aft er which 
it will be retired, and remain-
ing funding will go to the new 
Veterans Community Care Pro-
gram. The program helps vet-
erans use private medical care 
if they live 40 miles from a VA 
facility,  would wait more than 
30 days for an appointment or 
their medical needs cannot be 
met at a VA facility, said U.S. 
Rep. Mike McCaul, R-Texas.

Demand for veterans ser-
vices is increasing year-by-
year throughout the Katy area 
as the war on terror moves 
through its seventeenth year. 

The VA, states, counties 
and nonprofi ts are working 
together to meet the needs of 
veterans in a variety of ways, 
including implementation of 
the VA MISSION Act.

“It will transform the VA, 
but the veterans have been 
asking for this for quite some 
time,” McCaul said.

IMPROVING ACCESS

The law allows the VA to 
contract with local medical 
providers to fi ll gaps in the 
VA system. It also establishes 
a process for VA facilities 
to be reviewed and closed, 
expanded  or relocated. 
McCaul said the Katy facility 
will not be closed under this 
portion of the bill. He said he 
helped open the Katy VA to 
improve access for local veter-
ans in 2013.

VA records show the Katy- 
area veteran population is 
shrinking; however, more 
veterans seek services each 
year. In 2012, Harris County 

suicide prevention, property 
tax exemptions and outreach 
programs for veterans.  

Gottamukala said she is 
glad the VA will be able to pro-
vide more options to veterans.

“The burden is not off  of 
the VA but rather reducing 
the burden from the veteran 
to keep them from having 
to travel all the way [to the 
DeBakey Center],” Gottamu-
kala said.

NON-VA RESOURCES 

Organizations throughout 
the Katy area work to help 
veterans get services and fi ll 
needs the VA was not designed 
for, said Nicole P eele, program 
director at Amazing Soldiers, 
a local nonprofi t.

Peele said the Katy area 
has support organizations for 
veterans, including Catholic 
Charities and The Wounded 
Warrior Foundation. 

County veterans offi  ces also 

help veterans obtain VA bene-
fi ts, as do the Texas Veterans 
and Texas Workforce commis-
sions. 

Texas counties help veter-
ans apply for VA benefi ts, said 
Dwight Marshall, Fort Bend 
County veterans services offi  -
cer. Counties help veterans 
apply for benefi ts, including 
medical,  education, home-
buying and other programs. 

Marshall said county offi  ces 
also assist with applying for 
referrals to the TVC and TWC. 

“Veterans can get services 
here rather than traveling to 
the VA in Houston,” Marshall 
said.

Waller County Veterans Ser-
vices helped 211 veterans in 
2016, according to Veterans 
Services Offi  cer Gary Nemac. 
Fort Bend County reported 
serving 618 veterans that year, 
while Harris served 48,811 vet-
erans.

Schofi eld said another 

had 41,585 patients who were 
served at VA clinics. That num-
ber grew to 48,811 by 2016. 

Kevin Doffi  ng, CEO  of the 
Lone Star Veterans Associa-
tion, also said the regional 
clinics are important. 

“Opening up a remote [clinic 
in Katy] within the last fi ve 
years has really been an asset, 
and if you’ve ever tried to park 
at the [DeBakey facility], you 
can spend an hour and not 
fi nd a spot,” Doffi  ng said.

It can take 45 minutes or 
more in light traffi  c to travel 
from downtown Katy to the 
DeBakey clinic in Houston. 
However, the Katy VA Outpa-
tient Clinic can be reached in 
under 20 min utes.

“[Veterans] oft en complain 
to me that they have to drive 
all the way to get to a VA 
facility to get medical care,” 
McCaul said. 

Dr. Aruna Gottamukala, 
Debakey’s associate chief of 
staff  for ambulatory care, said 
the Katy clinic off ers primary 
health care, mental health, 
audiology and optometry ser-
vices. Gottamukala manages 
the Katy clinic.

The VA partners with local 
providers to make accessing 
care easy for veterans, Gotta-
mukala said. The VA is also 
working to better use  existing 
staff .

“We are working to expand 
basic specialty services by 
training midlevel providers for 
medical specialty services,” 
Gottamukala said. 

She said it is challenging 
to treat veterans who suff er 
from post-traumatic stress dis-
order or traumatic brain inju-
ries. Current-era veterans see 
more of those issues, but the 
VA continues to improve out-
comes for them, she said.

The clinic uses telecare to 
save patients travel time, Got-
tamukala said. Patients talk to 
medical staff  from home or the 
outpatient clinic. 

“On basic medical issues 
like eyes and so forth and ther-
apy, [telecare] has been a big 
help,” said Mike Mastrangelo, 
a member of Katy Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 9182. “The 
entire trip [to Houston] is bad 
for morale.”

WORKING ON IMPROVEMENTS

Gottamukala said the VA 
clinic will keep expanding ser-
vices but needs more space as 
staffi  ng increases. 

The Katy clinic served 
8,800 veterans in 2016, she 
said. That number will exceed 
10,000 wit hin three years . 

Doffi  ng said the VA has 
improved since he left  the mil-
itary in 2008. He had metal 
in his foot from his time in 
ser vice. He was told remov-
ing it would take two months 
to schedule. He said partner-
ships reducing waits is good.

“I’d rather see people going 
to see a private practice doc-
tor immediately than wait 120 
days,” Doffi  ng said. 

Marshall said wait times for 
veterans have decreased for 
health care. He added war on 
terror-era veterans come out of 
the military with requests for 
benefi ts in-process. 

“We used to see delays up 
to 60 days,” Marshall said. 
“Now they’re getting in two to 
three weeks of their registra-
tion dates so that has turned 
around a lot.” 

State Rep. Mike Schofi eld, 
R-Katy, said the state Legis-
lature is working to improve 
Texas veterans services. State 
legislation is being developed 
on several issues, including 

FY 2015-16 FY 2016-17

Fort Bend County 

Veterans Services 

veterans served:

618 671

improvement for veterans are 
veterans courts. These special 
courts help former military 
members whose experiences 
in war have made it diffi  cult 
for them to avoid legal compli-
cations, whether that is due to 
PTSD or some other issue. 

“[Veterans courts are] 
defi nitely helping,” Mar-
shall said. “Our court out-
reach speciali st runs that 
program, and he’s been 
having a lot of success.”

Schofi eld said many local 
employers support veterans 
by off ering a hiring prefer-
ence, which was made legal 
by the Texas   Legislature in 
2015. The law was updated in 
2017 to improve sharing veter-
ans preference information.

“This last session in 2017, 
we passed a bill ... to allow the 
[TVC] and the [TWC] to gather 
information on what private 
businesses had decided to 
grant veterans preferences in 
hiring so they can disseminate 
that to the veterans,” Schof-
ield said.

 CONTINUED FROM 1

+54.5%
+80% +88.4%

+44.4%

Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical 
Center 
2002 Holcombe Blvd., Houston
713-791-1414
800-553-2278
www.houstonva.gov 

Texas Veterans Commission
2002 Holcombe Blvd., Ste. 2a112, 
Houston
713-794-7785
www.tvc.texas.gov 

Harris County Veterans Services
9418 Jensen Drive, Ste. 200, 
Houston
281-876-6600
www.vso.hctx.net 

Waller County Veterans Services
836 Austin St., Ste. 208, 

Hempstead
979-826-7733
www.co.waller.tx.us/page/
Veterans 

Fort Bend County Veterans 
Services
4520 Reading Road, Ste. A, 
Rosenberg 
281-341-4550
www.fortbendcountytx.gov 

Amazing Soldiers
3880 Greenhouse Road, Ste. 406, 
Houston
281-717-4743
www.amazingsoldiers.org 

Lone Star Veterans
2929 McKinney St., Houston 
281-744-7972
www.lonestarveterans.org 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
9182
6206 George Bush Drive, Katy
281-391-8387
www.vfw9182.com 

These nonprofi ts and government agencies work together to 
ensure that veterans ’ needs are met.

Services: where to go

Katy Veterans Affairs 
Outpatient Clinic 
750 Westgreen Blvd., Katy
281-578-4600
www.houston.va.gov/locations/
Katy_VA_Outpatient_Clinic.asp
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FY 2016-17

963
2018 to-date

Katy VA Choice 
Program participants:  

589
2017
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EVERYONE AT CANE ISLAND HAS THEIR THING. Check 

out caneisland.com to learn more about this one-of-a-kind 

community with homes from the $260s – mid $1Ms. What’s your thing?

. Check 

out caneisland.com to learn more about this one-of-a-kind 

community with homes from the $260s – mid $1Ms. What’s your thing?
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3 bedroom / 2 bath 2,298 sq. ft. $264,900 
Tricia Turner  
Tricia Turner Properties 832-563-0916 

4 bedroom / 3.5 bath 3,060 sq. ft. $334,700 
Tricia Turner  
Tricia Turner Properties 832-563-0916

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Located in Fulshear, the Churchill Farms 
neighborhood offers homes with a median home 
value of $310,800. Zoned to Katy ISD and located 
in Fort Bend County, Churchill Farms boasts 570 
single-family properties. 

Churchill Farms offers nearby shopping and 
entertainment with convenient access to I-10 and 
the Grand Parkway. 

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99

6

10

1093

529

N

Build-out year: 2016

Builders include: Beazer, Taylor Morrison 

Square footage: 1,796-4,545

Home values: $239,995-$479,900

HOA dues (estimated): $686 annually 

Amenities: playground, swimming pool, 
lake, biking/jogging trails

Schools: Jenks Elementary School, 
WoodCreek Junior High School, Tompkins 
High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.5166 
Fort Bend County General Fund  0.4530 
Fort Bend County Drainage  0.0160 
Fort Bend County ESD No. 4  0.1000
Fort Bend MUD No. 156   1.0500 
Total (per $100 valuation)  3.1356

$310,800

CHURCHILL FARMS, 77441 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$106.31$10,132 98

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 6/6/18

20 2

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by Jamie McMartin, CNAS 
Coldwell Banker United • 281-961-5151 • www.coldwellbanker.com

4 bedroom / 3 bath 2,750 sq. ft. $329,990  
Alex Rezende   
RE/MAX Pioneers 713-516-6106

4 bedroom / 3 bath 2,460  sq. ft. $284,999 
Blaine Cruse  
Tricia Turner Properties 713-542-2096

27610 Great Sky Court, Fulshear

4106 Addison Ranch Lane, Fulshear

27503 Brisco Park Court, Fulshear

27603 Gracefield Lane, Fulshear

REAL ESTATE

Price 77094 77441 77449 77450 77493 77494

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

AVERAGE PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN MAY  2017 VS.  2018

-17.0%

+29.5%

-6.3%

+70.7%
+0.1%

+8.0%

HOMES SOLD  (MAY 2018)

Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 77094 77441 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or less - - 7/22 1/31 - 1/90

$150,000-$199,999 - - 88/42 13/38 9/38 -

$200,000-$299,999 4/47 18/117 127/137 125/65 169/171 164/127

$300,000-$399,999 14/73 75/167 7/33 70/88 99/224 276/117

$400,000-$499,999 8/186 86/175 5/39 37/149 37/219 145/121

$500,000-$599,999 5/47 35/159 - 19/111 20/265 78/160

$600,000-$799,999 12/148 45/223 - 15/79 20/173 77/149

$800,000-$999,999 6/343 9/147 1/91 5/172 5/185 25/173

$1 million + 5/181 7/189 - 11/361 8/369 14/149

MARKET DATA

Get more local 
news more often.
Sign up to get unbiased, relevant and web-exclusive 
content delivered straight to your inbox.



DEALS THIS MONTH

DINING
Baskin-Robbins ......................................... 47

Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers.... 46

Great Harvest Bread Company .................. 48

Harris County Smokehouse ....................... 49

Main Squeeze Juice Co. .............................. 50

Old Chicago Pizza ...................................... 46

Papa Murphy’s .......................................... 49

Sake Asian Fusion ...................................... 50

Sapore Ristorante Italiano .......................... 49

Tequila’s Mexican Bar & Grill ...................... 48

Texas Mesquite Grill ................................... 50

The Maples ................................................ 47

EDUCATION
Kumon ...................................................... 47

Code Ninjas ............................................... 48

ENTERTAINMENT
Big Bux Bingo ............................................ 49

FITNESS
Katy Youth Soccer Club .............................. 45

MEDICAL
Katy Family Dental Group .......................... 48

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Cypress Station Car Wash .......................... 46

Fix My Phone ............................................. 48

Joe the Plumber ......................................... 50

Looking for a Recreational Soccer program in Katy 
and West Houston?

www.katyyouthsoccer.com

Katy Youth Soccer Club!

vAges 4 and U19

vTeams formed by neighborhood

v Full uniform provided

vEnd of season awards to all 

players

vStandings for U8 and up.

vVolunteer coaches receive free 

training and mandatory 

background checks

vMost games on Saturday

vGames played at Katy Soccer 

Park.

v Fall 2018 online registration 

opened on May 1.

v Walk up registration July 14 

Times Square Entertainment 

Center.  10 AM – 2 PM

vSeason starts on Sept. 8. Ends 

Nov. 17.

Under 5 &6           $100.00
Under 7 – 10         $120.00
Under 11 and up $130.00

Fall 2018 

Registration 

now open!

39 years in Katy
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®
FreddysUSA.com

 

FREE
MINI SUNDAE Signature Turtle Sundae 

Cook to order steakburgers
and shoestring fries.

Freddy’s Frozen Custard is
smoother and richer that ice cream

thanks to a time-tested churning process 
that minimizes ice crystals and excess air.

Make it a concrete! Mix in your
favorite toppings for a rich, thick treat.

Try one on us!

LEAGUE CITY - 2795 S Gulf Freeway

ELEVEN HOUSTON LOCATIONS:
BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E

COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529

DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W.

KATY
24433 Katy Frwy

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978

SPRING
19370 Interstate 45

+ 21420 Kuykendahl Rd

SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Frwy

PASADENA
4637 E. Sam Houston 

Parkway S.

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy

LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

LEAGUE CITY - 2795 S Gulf Freeway

NOW OPEN!

COMING SOON - FULSHEAR!

Good for one mini concrete with up to three toppings. Present this offer card when ordering at one of these Freddy’s 
locations. Expires 7.31.2018. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply. See store manager for details. 

Hours: 11AM–2AM • Happy Hours: 3PM-7PM and 9PM-11PM 
24515, Katy Fwy, Katy, TX 77450 • www.oldchicago.com • 281-347-0090

10
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$10 off $30 PURCHASE
Limit one per table per visit. Not valid on 
gift cards or alcohol. Dine-in only. Excludes 

tax and gratuity. Expires 7/31/2018

24515, Katy Fwy, Katy, TX 77450 • www.oldchicago.com • 281-347-0090

Themed Mini Tour, come and 
earn ALL SIX PRIZES!

MLB Package all summer, 
catch all of your favorite 
teams!

Summer long promotion 
supporting Guns N Hoses 
Charity! Ask  your server 
for details.

110 unique beers on tap and 
bottle, come join us on a tour 
around the world with some 
of the best beer around!

Crazy for the World 
Cup? Come cheer on 
your favorite team!
*We will be open for select 
early games*

Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Highland Knolls Dr.

M
as

on
 R

d.

2320 S. Mason Rd. • Katy
281-391-8944

249

K
uykendahl R

d.

Spring Cypress Rd.

9315 Spring Cypress Rd. • Spring
281-257-5688

Spring Cypress Rd.

Skinner R
d.

290

17322 Spring Cypress Rd. • Cypress
281-256-4080

CYPRESSSTATIONCARWASH.COM

Not for use with other o� ers. Must present 
coupon when ordering service. Original 

coupon only. Expires soon.

$3
OFF

Union Pacifi c
Car Wash Package

$24.99
W/O

COUPON

Not for use with other o� ers. Must present 
coupon when ordering service. Original 

coupon only. Expires soon.

$4
OFF

Rio Grande
Car Wash Package

$31.99
W/O

COUPON

Not for use with other o� ers. Must present 
coupon when ordering service. Original 

coupon only. Expires soon.

$7
OFF

Silver Bullet
Car Wash Package

$59.99
W/O

COUPON

Up to 5 quarts of oil. Plus 
Environmental fee.

With State Inspection

Detail Services

$5
OFF

$4
OFF

$10
OFF

Full Service 
Oil Change

Any Car Wash 
Package

Ultimate 
Salon

Not for use with other offers. Must present coupon when 
ordering service. Original coupon only. Expires soon.

Not for use with other offers. Must present coupon when 
ordering service. Original coupon only. Expires soon.

Not for use with other offers. Must present coupon when 
ordering service. Original coupon only. Expires soon.

50% Off

for first month
with new sign up

UNLIMITED
WASH CLUB
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The Maples
23010 Highland Knolls Dr.
Katy, Texas 77494
281-665-3089

Serving Breakfast and Lunch
THE MAPLES

NOW OPEN!

OPEN
6:00am-3:00pm Sunday-Saturday
Open all holidays except Christmas day.

Get

$5off
when you spend

$25 or more
Please present coupon
Offer expires 8/31/18

Consumer must pay applicable tax. May not be combined with any other coupon,  
discount or promotion. Offer valid only at the addresses listed above.

©2018 BR IP Holder LLC. Offer expires: 6/24/18 – 2:00pm, 7/1/18 – 2:00pm.

Entertainment for the Kids
DJ • Prize Wheel

2.5 oz. scoops • Valid 11 AM - 2 PM • In-Store Only

Summer

Saturday, July 1st 

11 AM - 2 PM

2750 FM 1463 Rd.
Katy, TX  77494
(281) 371-3131

Sunday, June 24th 

11 AM - 2 PM

6920 S. Fry Rd, Suite A
Katy, TX  77494
(281) 391-3161

*Offer valid at participating Kumon Centers only when you enroll between 6/1/18 and 7/7/18. 
Most Kumon Centers are independently owned and operated. Additional fees may apply.

© 2018 Kumon North America, Inc. All rights reserved.

Where Smart Kids Get Smarter.

essential
skills for 
success

GIVE YOUR KIDS

WITH THE KUMON METHOD 

Meet with your local Kumon Instructor today!

Kumon Math & Reading Centers of:
Katy – Cinco Ranch East

281-395-6284

Katy – Cinco Ranch Southwest    
281-712-2882

Katy – Grand Parkway West   
832-900-7575

Katy – Green Trails
281-599-3299

Katy – Morton Ranch
281-657-9229

Katy – Saums Rd
281- 829-3330

Katy – Seven Lakes
832-437-3344

kumon.com
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We Cater to Cowards

23530 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 120 • Katy, TX 77494 • 281-396-4635 • www.katyfamilydentalgroup.com

ASK ABOUT OUR DENTAL IMPLANTS

$50 Off Treatment or Free $250 Whitening Kit
*New Patients Only with Comprehensive Exam, X-Rays, and cleaning. Must present coupon 

at the time of service. Cannot be combined with any other offers. No Cash Value.
Restictions Apply. Expires 7/31/2018

ASK ABOUT OUR INVISALIGN SPECIALS!

(281) 394-5499 | FIXMYPHONE.COM 
IN FRONT OF MAIN EVENT

24437 KATY FWY #300 | KATY, TX 77494

$20 OFF
AND A

FREE TEMPERED GLASS 
SCREEN REPAIR 

WITH ANY SCREEN REPAIR

CALL TODAY

S.
 F

ry
 R

d
.

 Kingsland Blvd. 

Greenwind Chase Dr.

WE CATER!
(281) 578-3097
GreatHarvestKatyTX.com

Mon-Fri 6:30am-6:30pm
Sat-7:00am-5:00pm

1623 South Fry Rd., Katy

Indoor/Outdoor 
Seating Available

Free Wifi 

1623 South Fry Rd., Katy

$2 OFF ANY 
SANDWICH 
Sandwich over $6. limit 4. Exp 7/31/18

SANDWICH 
OFF THE MONTH

Roast beef layered with melted Havarti cheese, marinated, roasted bell 
pepper and onions, and chipolte mayo. A grilled combination you’ll crave!

WE TRAIN 
NINJAS!

The best way for your kids 
to learn code is by building 

games they love!

Grand Opening July 7th!
Cinco Ranch  
22167 Westheimer Pkwy.
Suite 140
Katy, TX 77450

S. M
ASO

N RD.

WESTHEIMER PKWY.

1463

FIRETHORNE RD.
Now open! 
West Katy 
2780 FM 1463
Suite 201 
Katy, TX 77494
(281) 665-7412

WE OFFER:
• Drop in Classes
• Birthday Parties
• Camps 
• Parent’s Night Out

Sign up for one month 
of after school classes &
GET 1 FREE WEEK 

EXPIRES  7/18/18.

• The New Literacy
• Problem Solving
• Math Skills
• Teamwork

Tequilas 
Mexican Bar & Grill

17440 Farm to Market Rd 529 
Houston, TX 77095
832-674-8529529

Queenston Blvd.

Hudson Oaks Dr.

FREE 
QUESO
Lunch only

Monday-Friday

Happy Hour
Monday-Saturday 11am-6pm

Jumbo Margarita $5.95
Small Margarita $2.95

(Add any extra � avoring for $1.)
Pricing valid during happy hour only.

Pictured: 
Tequila’s Taco’s
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 $10 Tuesday is available online and in store at participating locations on Tuesday only. In-store Family Size prices may vary. Includes Signature, Gourmet Delite®, Fresh Pan, Stuffed or Create Your Own pizza up to 5 
toppings; topping additions to recipe pizzas will result in additional charges.

$

EVERY TUESDAY
10

FAMILY SIZE $2 MORE
TAKE ‘N’ BAKE PIZZA

Our Original Crust  
topped with choice of sauce  

and your favorite topping
Savings off Signature, Stuffed, 

Gourmet Delite®, Create Your Own  
pizza at regular menu price

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Limited time offer. 
Valid at Katy locations only. Not valid with other offers. 
Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 
903-CIN052318

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Limited time offer.  
Valid at Katy locations only. Not valid with other offers. 
Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 
CIN052318 LS

M
-0

6
 

LS
M

-0
6

 

1-TOPPING PIZZACHOOSE YOUR SIZE 
AND SAVE! 

Visit
to find nearest Katy location

© 2018 Papa Murphy’s International LLC    17-2122 PRNT-10TUES

$5OFF
$4OFF $3OFF

FAMILY 
SIZE

LARGE MEDIUM

$6FAMILY SIZE 
$2 MORE

LAR E

17429 FM529 Houston 77095 • www.bigbuxbingo.com • 281-858-4249

over 5k in bingo payouts
BIG BUX BINGO Every Wed - Sat  7:30 & 8:30pm & Sunday 3:00 & 4:15pm

CHARITY SWEEPSTAKES MACHINES Mon - Sat 3pm to close & Sunday Noon - 6:00pm

$10 gets you 66 computer cards for every game!
$10 for a chance at OVER $5,000 in cash!

WHERE FAMILY & FRIENDS COME TO PLAY!

Present this
ad for a Free

Dauber or
Fountain Drink

(Exp. 7/22)

WHERE FAMILY & FRIENDS COME TO PLAY!WHERE FAMILY & FRIENDS COME TO PLAY!WHERE FAMILY & FRIENDS COME TO PLAY!WHERE FAMILY & FRIENDS COME TO PLAY!

Come play any Wednesday or Thursday and get

Two Computers For $15
(Exp. 7/22)

Tomball • (281) 351-4060
14243 FM 2920 • Tomball

Cy-Fair • (281) 890-5735
19811 Northwest Fwy • Houston

Katy • (832) 913-3112
222 W. Grand Parkway S • Katy

YOU KNOW YOU’RE FROM TEXAS 

when you have  BBQ for breakfast
WE ALSO SERVE FINE TEXAS BBQ, CHICKEN FRIED STEAK, SALADS, BURGERS AND MORE

YOU KNOW YOU’RE FROM 

BREAKFAST 
SERVED all day
7AM - 9PM

$5 OFF
$30 OR MORE
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 

OFFER. EXPIRES 7/23/18.

BREAKFAST 
SERVED all day

NOW OPEN

pappagyros.com
HOURS: MONDAY–SATURDAY 5–10PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

6734 Westheimer Lakes North  
Katy, TX 77494 • 281-394-5999 Sapore Ristorante Italianosaporestaurant.com

$10 off
with minimum 

purchase of $50.
One per table, per visit, 

cannot be combined with 
any other offer or discount.

23255 Kingsland Blvd, Katy 77494

Hours
Monday–Saturday: 11am–9pm

Sunday: Closed

$5 OFF
with minimum 

purchase of $25
One per table, per visit, 

cannot be combined with 
any other offer or discount

Please visit pappagyros.com for more 
information on the Greek restaurant.

281-574-7764

i ta li a n  cu is i n e
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We Deliver
LIMITED DELIVERY AREA

$15 MINIMUM

MORTON RANCH RD.
N99

Enjoy array of authentic 
Chinese & Japanese Food

832-321-3355
WWW.SAKEASIANFUSIONKATY.COM

$5 OFF 
$25 OR MORE

$10 OFF 
$40 OR MORE

Sake

22720 MORTON 
RANCH RD. #170, 
KATY, TX 77449

May not be combined with other offers
Expires July 31, 2018

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Love
Yourself

now open
Juices are cold-pressed right here in Katy and smoothies 
are crafted from premium ingredients and plant-based. 

6825 S Fry Rd. #100 ∙ Katy, TX 77494

281.394.4998

mainsqueezejuiceco.com
HOURS

Mon-Fri: 7am – 8pm ∙ Sat: 7am – 8pm
Sun: 9am – 6pm

B U Y  O N E  G E T

one half off
a cold-pressed juice or smoothie of equal or 

lesser value, must present coupon. 
Exp. 7/31/18

SMOOTHIES        •         FRESH PRESSED JUICE         •         AÇAÍ BOWLS

CONTRACT US FOR A 
SEWER UNCLOG & GET A

FREE 
CAMERA INSPECTION

 Cannot be combined with other offers, specials or discounts. 
Exp. 7/25/18

GET A 

FREE 
WATER LEAK ALARM WITH A NEW 

WATER HEATER INSTALL
 Cannot be combined with other offers, specials or discounts. 

Exp. 7/25/18

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES 

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Sewer, Gas and Water line, Water Line 
Repiping, Water Heater Service and 
Installations, Kitchen and Bath Faucets, 
Whole House Softeners and Filtration 
Systems, Replace Shower Base and Tubs, 
Toilets, Disposals, and More, Backfl ow, 
Preventers Installation, Gas Test, Camera and 
Line Locators, Hydrostatic Testing, Hydro-
jet, High Pressure Services, Sample Wells
Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Magnolia, Katy, 
The Woodlands and Now Serving TOMBALL

NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER HOURS  OR WEEKENDS.

CALL 281-256-2239 TODAY FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Houston 346-319-2029 • www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured  License #13044

HIGH QUALITY & 
DEPENDABLE SERVICE

Remembering the Fallen

“The willingness of America’s 
veterans to sacrifice for our 
country has earned them our 

lasting gratitude.”  —Jeff Miller
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281-829-0444 - texasmesquitegrill.com
20095 Katy Freeway

THE CLASSIC BURGER

$7.95 1/2 OFF
 Classic Burger and Fries $10 max value. Good anyday.

Offer expires 7/31/2018.

BUY ONE ENTREE GET SECOND
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A meaningful mission. 
An unbeatable culture.

Check out our open positions at communityimpact.com/careers

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

NOW 
HIRING
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heritagetexas.com

21122 Kelliwood Park Ln.1.

28507 Pewter Knolls2.

21402 Dolan Fall Ln.3. $430,000

$469,000

$520,000
CLARANN MCCOY

713.882.3600

MARTHA CLARK &  
GARY GRIGGS TEAM

832.256.6118

RITA DONNELLY
832.236.4762

CHRISTINE DUNCAN
713.882.0990

JULIE PICKETT
713.444.7099

JANICE IRELAND 
SALES MANAGER

TARA McMEANS 
832.523.0650

KELLY CHAMBERLAIN
281.633.1669


