
KATY
EDITION 
VOLUME 6, ISSUE 9  |  MAY 24-JUNE 20, 2018

R
E

B
E

C
C

A
 H

E
N

N
E

S/
C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 IM

PA
C

T 
N

E
W

SP
A

P
E

R
R

. H
A

N
S 

M
IL

LE
R

/C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 IM
PA

C
T 

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

6 IMPACTS 
Now Open, Coming Soon & more

31 BUSINESS FEATURE
Bumbera’s Performance

33 DINING FEATURE
Big N’s BBQ and Crawfi sh

24 EDUCATION
KISD Superintendent Hindt to resign

36 BRUNCH GUIDE
Katy-area brunch spots, cocktails

 Amid temporary housing shortage, federal, local agencies work to return residents home
BY REBECCA HENNES

Nearly nine months aft er Hurri-
cane Harvey devastated the Greater 
Houston area and portions of the 
Texas coast, Katy residents like 
Audrey Markiton and her family of 
four ar e still not back home yet.

Markiton’s home was one of 
the 700-plus in the Canyon Gate CONTINUED ON 38

‘The forgotten people of Hurricane Harvey’ 
neighborhood that was hit twice as 
hard when the Barker Reservoir gates 
were opened, unleashing torrents  of 
water across the area that fl ooded 
hundreds of homes.  

Aft er frantically searching for a 
hotel with no success, Markiton said 
her only option for housing aft er the 
storm was to stay with her husband’s 

parents at their home in Conroe. 
“We were driving an hour and a 

half there and an hour and a half back 
every day, and we did that for about 
almost three months because initially 
there was no housing,” Markiton s aid. 

Aft er applying for Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency aid and 

Katy residents Audrey and Matt Markiton live with their two sons in a FEMA trailer on the driveway of their home in Canyon Gate. 

New recreational resources, 
amenities planned for Katy

CONTINUED ON 40

FoRt Bend CounTy

HarrIs CounTy

City oF Katy

NumbEr 
oF pArks BudgEt

A PletHora
oF ParkS

$938K
$3.6M

8
8
52 $22m

BY R. HANS MILLER 

Improvements to parks and recreation projects are in the 
works in the Katy area for the next two years, said city and 
county offi  cials .

Harris County Precinct 3 opened John Paul’s Landing 
on April 23, the same day Katy City Council unanimously 
approv ed its Downtown Plaza project. Fort Bend and Harris 
counties and Katy are improving parks with fi shing oppor-
tunities, expanded walking trails, boardwalks and educa-
tion centers. Both Harris County and c ity of Katy offi  cials 

SOURCES: CITY OF KATY, HARRIS COUNTY, FORT BEND COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Life changes for the better 
when you experience true 
retirement living at The 
Delaney at Parkway Lakes. 
Just imagine: no more housekeeping 
or lawn service and no more fixing 
things around your home. You simply 
call the concierge and schedule 
assistance—from hanging a picture 
to repairing a leaky faucet. The chores 
and upkeep are on us, you can keep 
up with everything life calls you to 
do. Enjoy it.

Experience a retirement 
lifestyle like no other.

Call (832) 945-1800 
to arrange a personal visit.

AL Facility ID# 106971

TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com 
21700 Bellaire Blvd. | Richmond, Texas 77407
info@TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com

Home upkeep?  “We traded it in 
for the sheer joy of keeping up with life.”
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DEEP IN THE HEART

© 2018 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC808_040218

Texas is hats and boots, legends, horns and Howdy! And it’s home to Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus,
where pushing boundaries and exploring new territory is our focus – all for the care of kids. Located deep in
the heart of West Houston, we offer convenient access to expert pediatricians and subspecialists including:

Radiology •  Ear, Nose & Throat  •  Urology

Learn more about all our services at texaschildrens.org/westcampus.

WC808_ad_WC_LaGrange_BoysDog_KatyCIN.qxp_Layout 1  3/20/18  4:07 PM  Page 1



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com4

Prices and availability subject 
to change without notice.

Celebrating 30 years in Texas!

Built Around You

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 year Structural Warranty

New homes from the $230s

Avalon at Spring Green  n  Cane Island  n  Cinco Ranch 
Firethorne  n  Fulbrook on Fulshear Creek  n  Jordan Ranch

21751 Cimarron Parkway, Katy, TX 77450
(832) 321-4704 • theavalon-katy.com

Where we treat you like family
Brand new

Locally Owned
Pets Welcome

Centrally located in South Katy

A  5 5 +  A PA R T M E N T  C O M M U N I T Y

10
99
TOLL

S. Mason Rd.

Cimarron Pkwy.

The Avalon Apartments

GREAT SPRING 
SPECIALS

ONE MONTH 
FREE

With a 12 mo. lease. 
Contract must be signed 

by 6/30/18. Call 
o�  ce for details.
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Email 
ktynews@communityimpact.com.

Kristina Shackelford 
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER

kshackelford@communityimpact.com

Rebecca Hennes
EDITOR
rhennes@communityimpact.com
ktyfeedback@impactnews.com

If the weather is any indication, it 
seems as though the summer season is 
finally here. For me that always means 
catching up with friends and family 
and brunch is always a great way to do 
that! We’ve compiled a list of a few local 
Katy restaurants (see Page 36) that offer 
a brunch menu your taste buds will be 
begging for. Work your way through this 
delicious guide, and let us know your 
favorite!

Summertime is another great excuse 
to take advantage of the local parks Katy 
has to offer. One of our front-page stories 
this month announces new park develop-
ments and provides updates on existing 

parks and amenities. Find out what parks 
are best for your family (see Page 40). 

As we approach this new season it 
is hard to forget the impact Hurricane 
Harvey had on our community just nine 
months ago. In our other front-page story, 
editor Rebecca Hennes takes an in-depth 
look at a few Katy families still displaced 
from this event and includes information 
on the affordable temporary housing 
crisis that our community is still facing. 

As a proud local Katy resident, I hope 
you find our May edition to be insightful 
and useful for you and your family. We 
always welcome your feedback and hope 
to see your face in the community soon.

Do you want to keep up with news from local busi-
ness owners, city council members, school district 
officials and county commissioners? Follow us on 
social media for updates throughout the month. 

As a team we cover meetings from Katy City Coun-
cil, Katy ISD board of trustees and Fort Bend County 
Commissioners Court. While our print edition is 
packed with important city and county information, 
some of our content can be found online only. 

Residents can get daily and weekly news from 
Community Impact Newspaper’s Katy edition at  
communityimpact.com/kty, www.facebook.com/ 
communityimpactkaty and www.twitter.com/ 
impactnews_kty. 

Keep up with our business and restaurant 
announcements throughout the month, catch our 
breaking news stories, and check out things to know 
and do throughout the week. 

As always, we want to hear from our readers. Feel 
free to email, call or reach out via social media. 

FROM THE ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER

ASK THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

Summer is here, and we have got you covered 

Want more news throughout the month?
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Correction:  
Volume 6, Issue B

Impacts, Page 6  
Swish Frozen Yogurt located at 
6191 Hwy. 90, Ste. 106, Katy, is 
not open as of May 17. 

NEW 2018 GMC SIERRA 
1500 CREW CAB SLT

‘18 SIERRA 1500 SLT: MSRP $50,265, $6250 
FACTORY REBATE, $6768 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

NEW 2018 GMC 
YUKON

‘18 YUKON SLE: MSRP $50,245, $8054 BM DISCOUNT 
OFF MSRP

Several To 
Choose!

Several To 
Choose!

2018 BUICK ENCORE

‘18 ENCORE: MSRP $23,829, $3500 FACTORY REBATE, 
$4258 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

$7758
SAVINGS OFF MSRP

$16,071

$79
FOR 24 MOS
OR

4

$0
Down

SAVINGS OFF MSRP

$0
Down0
Down0

Several To Choose!

$37,247
$13,018

SAVINGS OFF MSRP

- OR - $389FOR 
39 MOS 1

‘18 ACADIA SLE: MSRP $35,555. $5550 FACTORY 
REBATE, $2168 BM DISCOUNT OFF MSRP 

Several To 
Choose!

NEW 2018 GMC ACADIA

$25,837
$7718
SAVINGS OFF MSRP

- OR - $179 FOR 
24 MOS 2

$42,191
$8054

DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

- OR - $393FOR 
39 MOS 3

11300 1960 WESTBeckMastenNorth.com CALL: 832-937-7345
*Valid  w/Military ID. or proof of service. Present upon arrival. May be combined with other offers.... Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only...1, 3) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... $0 Due at Signing + TT&L  Due at Lease Inception (Cash or Trade). Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. 1)$15.171, 2)$15,327 Total Lease 
Term Payments... 2,4) 24 Mo. Closed End Lease... $0 Due at Signing (Cash or Trade). Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. 2)$4296, 4)$1896 Total Lease Term Payments... All: advertised leases in this ad include: early termination & excessive wear & tear fees, $.25/mile over 32,500 Miles for additional miles, 

maintenance & auto insurance are customer’s responsibility, penalties and other charges will be imposed for delinquent payments. ALL) See Dealer for Details. Take Delivery by 5/31/18. Prices + TT&L. Prices Include All Applicable Rebates & Incentives. No Wholesalers. Only One Ad Unit Per Family.  

$0
DOWN

$0
DOWN

1500 CREW CAB SLT1500 CREW CAB SLT
37,247
13,018
SAVINGS OFF MSRP

Several To Several To 

$

- OR - $179

$0
DOWN

$0
DOWN

North
ALL MONTH LONG!

*

MILITARY
APPRECIATION
ALL VETERANS, ACTIVE DUTY 
AND RESERVISTS WILL GET 
EMPLOYEE PRICING ON ALL 

GMC & BUICK MODELS.

BECK.18048.impact.KTY.SLM. LHK.WD.SKL_MAY18.indd   1 4/26/2018   6:43:22 AM
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IMPACTS Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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Map not to scale N

NOW OPEN

1  Becks Prime opened its Katy location 
at 210 W. Grand Parkway S. in Katy on 
April 23. The franchise is the latest location 
for the 33-year-old fast-casual restaurant 
chain. The restaurant is located at the in-
tersection of the Grand Parkway and I-10. It 
features steaks and fresh in-house ground 
beef patties on its burgers as well as a full 
bar, including adult milkshakes. The restau-
rant chain has 11 other Greater Houston 
area locations and one location in Dallas. 
832-391-6601. www.becksprime.com

2  Gong Cha opened its new location in 
Katy Asian Town, 23119 Colonial Parkway, 
Ste. B-9, in Katy on April 29. Serving special-
ty drinks and coffee, the cafe is well-known 
for bubble tea and its use of milk foam.      
832-913-8578. www.gongchausa.com

3  Heavenly Sleep opened at 5609 Third 
Street in Katy on May 21. Owner Don Domi-
ny, who formerly owned High Five Sports-
wear off I-10 for 19 years, owns the store 
and said the certified Serta and Simmons 
dealer will carry mattresses, box springs, 
bed frames, adjustable bases, headboards 
and other bed accessories. 346-387-6877. 
www.heavenlysleep.net

4  PGA Tour Superstore opened at 
24743 I-10, Katy, on May 5. The store 
sells golf equipment like clubs and sets, 
accessories, apparel, shoes and offers club 
repair services and lessons. The store also 
provides tennis gear, apparel and acces-
sories and boasts an indoor tennis court. 
346-307-8700.  
www.pgatoursuperstore.com/katy.jsp

5  Phanh Ky Asian Noodle House 
opened a second location at 23119 Colonial 
Parkway, Ste. C11, Katy, on May 2. The noo-
dle house offers South Vietnam-inspired 
dishes made from family recipes, according 
to owner Huan Bui. Bui said he opened the 
first Bellaire location in Chinatown 13 years 
ago and due to demand, decided to open 
a second location in Katy’s still developing 
Asian Town. New customers receive free 
appetizers for a limited time. 832-437-4703. 
www.facebook.com/PhanhKyKaty/   

6  RE/MAX United opened an office in 
Katy Asian Town at 23119 Colonial Parkway, 
Katy, Ste. A1-2, May 9. The full-service real 
estate brokerage firm specializes in com-
mercial project development, residential 
buy and sell and property management. 
The office plans to serve clients around the 
Katy area, as well as the Cypress and Spring 
areas. 713-630-8000.  www.remax.com

7  U-Maki Sushi Burrito opened a new 
location at 98 W. Grand Parkway S., Katy, 
in the Grand Crossings shopping center 
on May 17. The company opened its first 
restaurant in Houston last June and sells 
burritos, salads and bowls made with 
sushi ingredients. Options include salmon, 
crawfish, tuna, chicken and tofu, among 
other items. A grand opening celebration 
is scheduled for May 26 and will include 
a variety of specials and a lion dance perfor-
mance. 832-437-9787. www.u-maki.com

COMING SOON

8  Camp La Llanada, a full immersion 
Spanish summer camp, will open its main 
location at 6710 S.  Mallard Drive in Ful-
shear on June 11 and its sleepaway camp at 
1346 Prairie Grove Road in Valley View on 
June 24. At the Fulshear location, campers 
will participate in day camps that include 
swimming, archery, soccer and other 
outdoor activities that focus on building 
confidence and Spanish excellence. The 
Valley View location is the camp’s sleep-
away camp with similar activities. Buses to 
the sleepaway camp transport campers for 
parents.  
940-284-5573. www.camplallanadatx.com

9  CoCo Crepes, Waffles and Coffee 
will open a location in the Katy/Fulshear 
area at the Market at Cross Creek Ranch 
near FM 1463 and Fulshear Bend Drive by 
the fall, according to the cafe’s website. 
The cafe has nine other Greater Houston 
area locations and plans to open a Cypress 
location in the fall. CoCo Crepes, Waffles 
and Coffee offers sweet and savory crepes, 
paninis, soups, salads, gelato and sorbet. 
The business also features a new crepe cre-
ation every month. www.cococrepes.com

10  Indian Bazaar & Cafe will open a 
combination Indian grocery store and 
restaurant at 653 Pin Oak Road, Ste. A-4, 
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Call 281-398-7954
or visit us online

 www.mctkaty.com

Dr. Currie is Board Certifi ed in Internal Medicine and specializes in Gastroenterology.

William A. Currie, MD
Medical Colleagues of Texas, L.L.P.

Colonoscopy Screening • Digestive Issues • Heartburn/GERD • Liver Diseases • Ulcers
21700 Kingsland Blvd.

Suite 201
Katy, Texas  77450

New Patients Welcome
Most Insurances Accepted
El Medico Habla Español 

Feeling Good From 
The Inside Out
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FEATURED IMPACT — COMING SOON

The Toasted Yolk Cafe will open a location at 98 S. Grand Parkway W., Bldg. A., Ste. 
200, Katy, on June 4. The cafe serves made-from-scratch breakfast and lunch dishes 
and is open from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday-Sunday. The cafe also serves brunch and 
brunch cocktails, beer and wine. Owner Herb Lagarra said the cafe is now hiring all 
positions. 281-968-0883. http://thetoastedyolk.com/ 

Katy, in June. The store will offer delivery 
options to the area and will carry a variety 
of fresh fruits and vegetables, as well as 
roti, dosa, samosas, paneer and idiyappam. 
Various gifts like Indian Golu dolls will also 
be available for purchase. 713-385-2447. 
http://ibazaarkaty.com/

11  Krowd Kombat will open a tactical 
laser tag gym at 5446 First St., Katy, in the 
late summer or early fall. The business con-
cept takes the laser tag game and updates 
it with new technology to allow players 12 
years of age or older to fight in simulated 
missions in a team setting or in a free-
for-all-style game similar to a first-person 
shooter video game. 

12  MKT Distillery is expected to open 
at 5373 First Street in Katy this July. The 
business will produce whiskeys, white 
whiskeys, moonshine and flavored moon-
shine. Management plans to host food 
trucks and will provide a family-friendly 
and dog-friendly venue. Picnic tables 
and games will be available, including 
horseshoes, cornhole and giant jenga.              
www.mktdistillery.com

13  Sharetea will open a new location in 
Katy Asian Town at 23119 Colonial Parkway, 
Ste. C12, Katy, by early June, according to the 
business’s Facebook page. The drink spot 
offers iced teas with a variety of fruit flavors, 
including kiwi and strawberry. Tapioca jellies 
and pearls are available to add to drinks. 
Popular selections include kiwi fruit tea, 
strawberry ice blends and the classic pearl 
black milk tea. www.1992sharetea.com

14  Trading Heritage International was 
set to open at 817 Avenue A, Katy on May 
21. The surplus casing and tubing com-
pany provides oil companies with oil field 
and oil country tubular goods and buys 
excess products from area oil companies. 
The Katy office is expected to house six 
staffers for the company. 832-247-8112.                       
www.tradingheritage.com

15  Urban Air Adventure Park expects to 
open in late summer or early fall at 25307 
Kingsland Blvd., Katy. The indoor trampo-
line park is known for its indoor sky diving 
attraction. This location will feature an in-
door coaster, climbing walls, a ropes course 
and a variety of other indoor activities.   
800-960-4778. www.urbanairkaty.com

ANNIVERSARIES

16  The Katy location of Bambu Desserts 
and Drinks celebrated its one year anni-
versary May 20 at 9555 Spring Green Blvd., 
Ste. E. The dessert and drink shop features 
a variety of teas and smoothies. Smoothies 
have a variety of add-in options, including 
boba and tapioca jellies in a variety of fruit 
flavors. The shop is known for its gaming 
motif, which includes an open play video 
game kiosk as well as a variety of collect-
ibles to buy and board games to enjoy. The 
store holds board game days, including 
Poke’mon training camps. 832-559-0588. 
www.drinkbambu.com

EXPANSIONS

17  Jazzy Junk will expand its location to 
include the Victorian house next door to its 
original location at 5602 Franz Road in Katy 
in late May or early June. The furniture and 
accessories resale shop includes a variety 
of pieces, including shabby chic pieces or 
project pieces for restoration as well as 
a variety of accessories. 832-392-0025. 
www.facebook.com/jazzyjunkkatytx

18  That Storage Place will break ground 
on an expansion at 1492 Woodcreek Bend 
Lane, Katy in mid-June. The new building 
will feature more than 11,000 square feet 
and will include about 85 new storage spac-
es, some of which will be climate-controlled 
to preserve temperature-sensitive items. 
Construction is expected to take about six 
months, and the new building will be avail-
able late this year or early 2019. 281-392-
0182.  www.thatstorageplacekaty.com

19  Typhoon Texas will open for the 2018 
summer season May 26 and will feature a 
new attraction. The water park’s Circle T Bar 
will serve adult beverages. Parkgoers 21 
years of age or older will be able to enjoy craft 
beers and mixed drinks. Other attractions 
include high-speed raft rides, free-fall body 
slides, a wave pool and a lazy river. 555 
Katy Fort Bend Road, Katy.  832-426-7071.      
www.typhoontexas.com

 COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES  
AND R. HANS MILLER 

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.
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Bob Miles
281.797.1600

Mary Kiesewetter
713.725.0108

Linda Wade Team
281.492.5951

Expect BetterSM from your Katy neighbors!
As your neighbors, who better to tell the story 

of our community and your home.
Put our energy, enthusiasm and market expertise 

to work for you, 
getting you the results you deserve!
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DON’T LET ALLERGIES 
KEEP YOU FROM 
LIVING YOUR LIFE
At this time of year, a variety of local pollens and mold 
spores can cause itchy, burning eyes and a runny nose. 
If you or your family suffer from seasonal allergies, 
Houston Methodist Primary Care doctors are here 
to help.

Many of our practices offer:
• Online scheduling

• Most major insurance 
plans accepted

• Same-day appointments 

• Convenient locations

Visit houstonmethodist.org/pcg or call 
713.394.6638 to schedule an appointment.



Katy edition • May 2018 9

S. PEEK RD
.

GEORGE 
BUSH PARK

KINGSLAND BLVD.

HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR.

CINCO RANCH BLVD.

WESTHEIMER PKWY.

S. FRY RD.

S. M
A

SO
N

 R
D

.

FRANZ RD.

N
. FR

Y
 R

D
.

S. FR
Y

 R
D

.

G
R

E
E

N
H

O
U

SE
 R

D
.

B
A

R
K

ER
 C

Y
P

R
E

SS R
D

.

10

99

W
E

STG
R

E
E

N
 B

LV
D

.

IMPACTS

NOW OPEN

1  Angels Life Skills Center opened 
March 15 at 20829 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 
D, Katy. The nonprofit organization assists 
individuals age 13 to adult with disabilities 
find ways of being functional in society. 
Owner Peter Odell said the organization 
is about ensuring that clients are not 
institutionalized as adults while helping 
ease the burden of care for clients’ families. 
281-717-4870

2  Fit Body Boot Camp opened its Cinco 
Ranch location April 11 at 2004 S. Mason 
Road, Katy. Locals Wade and Courtney 
Johnson operate the facility with a focus on 
fun and fitness. The gym offers 30-minute 

low or no cost medical care, while Clothed 
by Faith provides clothing and toiletries 
and Hope Impacts provides support to 
homeless Katy residents. 281-391-0190.                                      
www.christclinickaty.org

4  A second location for The Gaming 
Goat will open at 12288 Westheimer 
Parkway, Ste. 240, by mid-July. The store, 
part of a national franchise with more than 
15 locations, sells board games, collectible 
card games and role-playing games and 
accessories. Each location hosts weekly 
events to allow gamers to get together to 
enjoy their hobbies. 832-437-8623.  
www.thegaminggoat.com

RELOCATIONS

5  Train Harder, also known as DBSD 
Training, will relocate from Creech 
Elementary School to Harmony School of 
Innovation in Katy on May 28. The business 
offers customized basketball training 
courses that include private one-on-one 
lessons, semiprivate training classes and 
group training classes. Owner and U.K. 
professional basketball player Andrew 
Lasker previously taught the program at 
Creech Elementary and is relocating with 
the start of the summer season. All skill 
levels and ages welcome. 22400 Grand 
Corner Drive. 44-781-497-3436.  
www.trainharder21.com

EXPANSIONS

6  Construction for an expansion of The 
Ballard House located at 21421 Cinco Park 
Road in Katy began in April. The expansion 
will add 16 guest rooms, a living room, 
kitchen and laundry room for guests to use 
and is expected to open in December. The 
nonprofit organization offers housing to 
people traveling to the Greater Houston 
area for treatment of severe illnesses. Kathy 
Alt, executive director with The Ballard 
House said she expects the expansion to 
offer an additional 400 nights of lodging 
each month to patients and family mem-
bers. 281-717-4670.  
www.theballardhouse.org

TM; © 2018 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding.  COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES  
AND R. HANS MILLER 

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.

Map not to scale N

workouts taught by certified personal 
trainers. Trainers at the fitness center help 
members customize workouts and nutrition 
plans to fit each member’s lifestyle. 281-
972-5774. www.fitbodybootcamp.com/
cincoranchfitnessbootcamp

COMING SOON

3  Christ Clinic Katy will open a second 
facility this fall at 802 Dominion Drive, 
Katy. Development Manager Beverly Allen 
said the second clinic will supplement the 
location at 25722 Kingsland Blvd. and 
allow the clinic to coordinate services for 
low- income patients by connecting them 
with services from Hope Impacts and 
Clothed by Faith. Christ Clinic provides 

IN THE NEWS

7  The Marquis at Cinco Ranch cel-
ebrates its reopening at 5303 S. Mason 
Road, Katy on May 24 with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. The apartment complex was 
flooded with up to a foot of water after 
Hurricane Harvey. All of the first-floor 
apartments have been repaired as well as 
the garages for upper level apartments. 
Management at the complex said about 20 
percent of the residents living on-site at the 
time of the storm stayed through the repair 
process. A redesigned pool area with a new 
outdoor kitchen and a new clubhouse are 
available for residents to enjoy. 832-391-
8801. www.cwsapartments.com/marquis-
at-cinco-ranch-katy-tx 
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Experience a Personal Approach to your Finances
Local CPA Firm with Proactive Business Solutions

281-395-3606
www.thncpa.com  
info@thncpa.com

Located inside Villagio Town Center
22762 Westheimer Pkwy.
Ste. 555 • Katy, TX 77450

QUICKBOOKS PROADVISORS |  TAX PREPARATION & PLANNING |  CONTROLLER/CFO ADVISORY 
COMPLIANCE AUDITS |  INTERNATIONAL TAX |  BUSINESS FORMATION
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MAY 28

Honor the fallen military 
on Memorial Day

Katy Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
9182 hosts a memorial ceremony at 
Magnolia Cemetery in Katy to honor 
service men and women who have 
fallen while serving in the line of duty. 
Katy Mayor Chuck Brawner and VFW 
Post Commander Mike Mastrangelo 
will provide remarks along with 
additional speakers. Limited seating 
is available. 10-10:45 a.m. Free. 
1508 East Ave., Katy. 281-391-8387.                                                                           
www.vfw9182.com 

MAY 28

Take note of Memorial Day 
observances
Government offices are closed and the 
Katy City Council meeting has been 
canceled in observance of the holiday. 
Libraries and other public facilities will 
also be closed. Memorial Day honors 
those who have died while serving. 
www.usmemorialday.org

MAY 26, 28, JUNE 2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25

Play in a ‘Yu-Gi-Oh!’ card 
tournament 
Every Monday and Saturday through-
out the summer, Fun Stuff Comics 
and Cards hosts a card tournament 
for Yu-Gi-Oh! fans. 7 p.m. $5. 5160 
Franz Road Ste. C, Katy. 832-437-5141.                                     
www.facebook.com/funstuffcomics 

COURTESY FUN STUFF COMICS AND CARDS

MAY 25

Grab a burger to support 
The Ballard House 
The K-Train Cookers host the third 
annual Ballard House Burger Bash 
benefiting the nonprofit, which re-
opened in January after being dam-
aged by flooding last August. 21421 
Cinco Park Road, Katy. 281-717-4670.                                                            
www.theballardhouse.org 

MAY 29

Participate in a Financial 
Freedom Workshop 
Albert Diaz Financial Services holds 
workshops throughout the year offering 
financial guidance. Follow-up appoint-
ments for free financial assessments are 
available. 7 p.m. Free. 1906 Ave. D, Ste. 
200 Katy. 346-240-3756.   
www.wfgconnects.com/albertdiaz 

LOCAL EVENTS

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, 
business openings, meetings and more in 
the months of May and June
Find more or submit Katy events at communityimpact.com/kty-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

MAY 26 AND JUNE 2, 9, 16, 23

Play board games  
with some new friends
Houston Tabletop Gamers hosts a 
community gaming event each Sat-
urday in May and June at China Super 
Buffet. Attendees are welcome to 
bring their own games or join in on 
someone else’s game. Participants may 
come and go throughout the day. 11 
a.m.-10 p.m. $14 (buffet). China Super 
Buffet, 2001 Katy Mills Blvd., Katy.                                                                        
www.facebook.com/
events/1598724456914258 

MAY 26-SEPT. 3

Visit Typhoon Texas
The waterpark begins its summer hours 
at the end of May. Sun.-Thu. 10:30 a.m.-7 
p.m., Fri. and Sat. 10:30 a.m.-9 p.m. 
$59.99 (season pass), $44.99 (weekend 
pass), $39.99 (weekday). 555 Katy Fort 
Bend Road, Katy. 832-426-7071.  
www.typhoontexas.com 

COURTESY TYPHOON TEXAS

JUNE 2

Try a free gymnastics class 
at Crossfit Annihilation 
The gym’s head coach, Peter Lee Wells, 
leads this gymnastics session for all 
levels. To register, click on the “Try a 
free class” link on the gym’s homepage. 
10 a.m. Free. 802 Avenue A, Katy.  
281-409-4959.  
www.crossfitannihilation.com 

MAY 26, 31 AND JUNE 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21

Join a walking club 
Good Times Running Co. hosts guided 
walks at the store Thursdays and at Wil-
lowfork Park on Saturdays. 7 a.m. Free.  
22764 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 650, 
Katy (Thursdays); the Grand Parkway 
and Cinco Ranch Boulevard, Katy. (Sat-
urdays) 832-437-7745. www.facebook.
com/GoodTimesRunningCo 

MAY 29

Participate in the teen 
anime club
The Katy Branch library hosts this group 
for anime fans. Participants discuss their 
favorite manga, watch anime and play 
games. Ages 13-19. 4-5:30 p.m. Free. 
5414 Franz Road, Katy. 281-391-3509. 
www.hcpl.net/location/katy-branch-
library 

JUNE 1

Hear Hayden Baker live  
at the Wildcatter Saloon
The local singer, guitarist and songwriter 
performs original material and covers.
Hayden focuses on the country genre.  
9 p.m. Free. 26913 I-10, Katy.  
281-392-2337.     
www.wildcattersaloon.com 

COURTESY HAYDEN BARKER

JUNE 2

Grab a cup of coffee with 
Katy Christian Ministries 
Katy Christian Ministries offers those 
interested in volunteering an opportuni-
ty to meet the staff. Attendees are asked 
to RSVP by emailing Tammi.Biel@ktcm.
org. 10 a.m. Free. 5504 First St., Katy. 
281-391-5261. www.ktcm.org 

R. HANS MILLER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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 COMPILED BY  R. HANS MILLER

See a list of full events at communityimpact.com/events.

WORTH THE TRIP  |  JUNE 7

Enjoy a Pink Floyd-  
inspired laser show 
The Houston Museum of Natural Sci-
ence hosts this display inspired by Pink 
Floyd’s album “Dark Side of the Moon.” 
The video experience integrates classic 
rock music and science. Attendees are 
encouraged to arrive at least 15 minutes 
early, and late entry is not permitted. 
5 p.m. $9 (adults), $4 (members). 
5555 Hermann Park Drive, Houston.             
713-639-4629. www.hmns.org 

JUNE 14

Learn to draw at the 
library’s drawing academy 
The Bob Lutts Fulshear-Simonton 
Branch Library hosts this class to 
help children in grades 6-8 learn 
to draw. The event is family-friend-
ly and is funded by the Fulshear 
Friends of the Library. All skill levels 
are welcome. 3-4 p.m. Free. 8100 
FM 359 S., Fulshear. 281-633-4675.                                                                         
www.fortbend.lib.tx.us/branches/
fs.html 

JUNE 7

Play in the second annual 
Sporting Clays Tournament 
The National Hispanic Professionals 
Organization co-hosts this event to raise 
money for the Lone Star Veterans Associ-
ation. Open to all levels.  9:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. $20-$500 (depends on team size). 
$250-$7,500 (sponsorships). American 
Shooting Centers, 16500 Westheimer 
Parkway, Houston. 713-309-0367. 
https://clayshoot.nhpokaty.org/ 

JUNE 4-8, 11-16

Enroll your student in a 
speech, debate workshop 
The workshops introduce students to 
the world of competitive debate and help 
participants understand the benefits of 
communication. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  $315.87 
(per five-day session), $580.87 (both 
sessions). Home 2 Suites Katy, 20985 
I-10, Katy. 346-816-3367.  
https://houstonspeechdebatework-
shops.regfox.com/houston-speech- 
debate-workshops

JUNE 3

Listen to some live music 
at Texas Best Music Fest 
Catch Larry Gatlin with Roy Head, 
Bill and Kim Nash, and Jesse Raub Jr. 
performing at the festival. Proceeds 
benefit Champions Kids Camp, which 
aims to help children who have survived 
a traumatic injury, illnesses, or personal 
losses.  Doors open at noon. $20 (gen-
eral admission), $40 (reserved seating). 
Mo’s Place, 21940 Kingsland Blvd., Katy.                   
www.texasbmf.com

JUNE 8

Meet vets, their families  
at No Label Brewery
The Lone Star Veterans Association 
Spouses Group meetup is set to take 
place at the brewery to help veterans and 
their families build a sense of commu-
nity in the Katy area. Veterans and their 
families are welcome to attend and enjoy 
activities at the brewery.  The event 
includes door prizes. 6-8 p.m. Free. 5351 
First St., Katy. 281-744-7972. www.face-
book.com/events/1530455507255835 

JUNE 7

Hit the links with Gray 
Lodge No. 329
The Cinco Ranch Golf club hosts this 
event benefiting Gray Lodge No. 329. 
The Lodge participates in a variety of 
community activities. 10:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 
$150. $100-$2,000 (sponsorships). Cin-
co Ranch Golf Club, 23030 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd., Katy. 713-730-9329.  
www.gray329.org/2018-gray-lodge-
golf-tournament 

COURTESY GRAY LODGE NO. 329

Come visit our design center with 9 beautiful display pools
Design center hours are 9:30 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Saturday

Covered Patios | Outdoor Kitchens | Fire Pits | Fireplaces | Landscaping | Remodeling

CALL 

US TODAY!

281.392.8833

1010 Greenbusch Rd.  Katy, Texas 77494 | www.lagunapools.com In business since 1973



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12

1  Cane Island Parkway extension 

Crews finished installing concrete 
pavement as of late April on the two-
lane road under construction that will 

All information on this page was updated as of  
5/17/18. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.
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RECENT UPDATES

COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNESTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

connect Cane Island Parkway and FM 
1463 just south of I-10 in Katy. Officials 
from Fort Bend County said the existing 
curve at FM 1463 will be replaced with a 
signalized intersection, and crews were 
working on that intersection as of late 
April. 

Timeline: July 2017-July 2018

Cost: $8.7 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County, 
city of Katy, Ventana Development

2  Gaston Road widening

This widening will expand a 1.6-mile stretch 
of Gaston Road from Greenbusch Road 

south of Katy Flewellen Road. The existing 
two-lane asphalt roadway will be recon-
structed as a four-lane divided concrete road 
with underground stormwater drainage. 
The widening is one of two projects included 
in Fort Bend County’s 2013 Mobility Bond 
program. The second project concerns Katy 
Flewellen Road to Spring Green Boulevard 
and is still in development. Fort Bend Coun-
ty is in the process of acquiring additional 
right of way to widen Katy Flewellen Road 
from Gaston Road to Willow Lane, according 
to Fort Bend Assistant County Engineer 
Stacy Slawinski. After the right of way is ac-
quired private utility companies will relocate 
their facilities before the roadway construc-
tion can begin.

Timeline: July 2018-July 2019

Cost: $9.4 million

Funding source: Fort Bend County

3  Spring Green Boulevard 
roundabout 

Once completed the roundabout will 
connect Spring Green Boulevard to Cinco 
Trace Drive, Crossover Road and Katy 
Flewellen Road. Fort Bend County officials 
said construction was delayed due to con-
flicts with existing utilities. Paving began in 
April and will continue through July, officials 
said. The project is on track to finish in July, 
according to Slawinski.

Timeline: January 2018-July 2018

Cost: $4.4 million 

Funding sources: Fort Bend County, 
Newland Homes

4  Mason and Franz roads intersection 
improvements

New northbound and southbound dual left 
turn lanes will be installed at North Mason 
Road. The eastbound and westbound left 
turn lanes will be extended, and a traffic 
signal will be replaced. Construction began 
in late February and is expected to last 90 
days. The contractor is progressing accord-
ing to schedule, Harris County Precinct 3 
Project Manager Paul Hawkins said.

Timeline: February-May/June

Cost: $950,000

Funding source: Harris County
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HOW IT WORKS

Cities tap into 
various local, state, 
federal sources for 
transportation funding
When faced with constructing new roads 
or improving existing thoroughfares, cit-
ies do not always have to draw from their 
own coffers to fund their road projects.

Regional councils of governments are 
often responsible for coordinating with 
the Texas Department of Transportation 
to distribute available dollars from the 
state to cities as needed.

However, that funding is not always 
guaranteed. The transportation councils 
review city applications for aid and award 
the funding to the cities evaluated as 
having the most need. 

Cities can also get aid from the county 
they are part of from bond funds, wheth-
er it is for projects already named in the 
initial bond proposal or projects that 
cities bring for consideration.

The federal government also provides 
aid to cities for their road projects but 
usually requires the cities to match at 
least 20 percent of the cost. 
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Office: (713) 609-9909
www.SamCp.com

BUY / SELL / INVEST
RE/MAX PRIME PROPERTIES
TOP PRODUCER SINCE 2012

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SALES

Sam Chaudhry
B R O K E R ,  A . C . P .

(832) 419-4700 

1%
Listing Side

Spring Special

Limited Time Offer

Restrictions Apply
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FM 1093/Westpark construction area to 
experience traffic switch this summer
BY REBECCA HENNES

Katy and Fulshear-area drivers 
can expect a major traffic switch in 
the coming summer months along 
FM 1093 and the Westpark Tollway, 
according to Fort Bend County Engi-
neering Richard Stolleis.

The traffic switch will occur this July 
along Phase 2A, which is under con-
struction now and runs from FM 1463 
to Cross Creek Boulevard, according 
Stolleis. 

Eastbound lanes along Phase 2A 
will be constructed as a two-way 
roadway to allow crews to build 
westbound lanes. Once the westbound 
lanes are completed, traffic will be 
redirected back to the westbound 
lanes to finish the eastbound side. 

“With construction and weather, 
some of those dates move a little bit,” 
Stolleis said. “But their goal is to try 
to have everything open to traffic [by] 

maybe Thanksgiving. That’s the tar-
get, but definitely before Christmas.” 

The entire Phase 2A portion is 
scheduled for completion by March 
2019. 

PHASE BREAKDOWN

While the project has been in the 
works for over a decade, plans for 
extending the project are still under-
way. 

The entire project, which consists of 
making FM 1093 a two-lane frontage 
road in each direction on either side 
of the Westpark Tollway, is expected 
to eventually allow for additional toll 
road lanes extending west to Fulshear.   

Phase 1 of the project extended toll 
lanes west of Spring Green Boulevard 
from the Grand Parkway. That phase 
was completed in November 2017 and 
had a total project cost of $64 million.

“As far as the Westpark [Tollway] 

goes, the thing to understand is the 
outside lanes, which are traditionally 
frontage road lanes, are actually FM 
1093,” Stolleis said. 

Phase 2A of the project, which 
includes the area set to experience 
the major traffic switch this summer, 
also includes plans to add future toll 
lanes. Stolleis said the county has 
environmental approval to build the 
toll lanes, but an economic feasibility 
study still needs to be done to assess 
whether toll lanes are actually a 
necessity for the area. 

“We will continue to watch the 
traffic out there, and in some point in 
the future, the toll road authority will 
make a decision that its financially 
feasible,” Stolleis said. 

Stolleis said while it is still early to 
tell, he expects traffic to increase. 

“The growth out west of Fulshear is 
tremendous,” Stolleis said. “There is a 
lot going on out there.” 

Stolleis said work is already being 
done in preparation for the future 
toll lanes, including putting in storm 
drainage and detention. 

“We’ve done a lot of prework that’s 
there that can be used, or that will be 
used by the toll road,” Stolleis said. 
“So, there is an investment already in 
the ground. But in terms of when, I 
really think that it’ll be at some point 
again where it makes financial sense, 
and that will be when enough people 
will get on the toll road to pay to drive.”

Phase 2B would run from the future 
Texas Heritage Parkway west to James 
Lane in Fulshear and also plans to add 
two-lane frontage roads on either side 
of the tollway. Stolleis said the Texas 
Department of Transportation will 
bid the project in July of this year, and 
construction could start as early as 
September. The estimated project cost  
is $21 million, according to Stolleis. 

Funding for the project has come 
from the Toll Road Authority, TxDOT 
and Fort Bend County Precinct 3 
County Assistant District No. 1. 

“Since it’s a state highway, the goal 
was to not put any general tax reve-
nues into it,” Stolleis said. 

Stolleis said he expects Phase 2B 
construction to last 12 months. 
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Phase 2B runs from the future Texas Heritage 

Parkway to James Lane in Fulshear and 

also adds two-lane frontage roads in each 

direction of the tollway. TxDOT will send the 

project out for bids in July.  

$21 millionPhase 2B

TRANSPORTATION

This portion adds a two-lane frontage 

road in each direction of the tollway. This 

phase is scheduled for completion in 

March 2019, but could open Dec. 2018.

$22 millionPhase 2A This portion of the project, 

completed in November 2017, 

extended toll lanes west of 

Spring Green Boulevard from 

the Grand Parkway.  

$64 million
Phase 1

C O N T I N U I N G  W O R K  O N  F M  10 9 3UNDER CONSTRUCTIONUNDER CONSTRUCTION Estimated cost

Existing toll road Proposed toll road extension

$42 million
Future toll lanes

The county is waiting for an economic feasibility 

study to implement toll road lanes from after Spring 

Green Boulevard to west of Cross Creek Bend Lane.
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FM 1093 widening

Because  
hurting your 

arm shouldn’t 
cost an arm 
and a leg. From headaches and sore throats to x-rays and lab work, and everything in  

between, get the care you need quick and easy at Next Level Urgent Care.

Cinco Ranch 
Open 7am-9pm, 7 days a week

10705 Spring Green Blvd Suite 600
Katy, TX 77494

nextlevelurgentcare.com
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If neck or back pain is affecting your quality of life, call 
Houston Methodist Spine Center at West.  Our 
multidisciplinary team of experts provides a coordinated, 
comprehensive approach to diagnosing and treating 
your condition in a convenient location.  

Expedited Care
Our spine center nurse coordinator will 
help expedite your care, ensuring you 
see the right medical provider within  
five business days.

Gain Relief From
Neck and Back Pain.

Contact our nurse coordinator at 832.522.BACK (2225) or email 
spinecenterwest@houstonmethodist.org today.

Please note that email is not a secure means to communicate personal information, i.e. Social Security number, date of birth, 
fi nancial information, etc.

18500 Katy Fwy.
Houston, TX 77094

Claudia Kim, RN
Spine Center Nurse Coordinator
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County officials work to keep 
sales tax revenue in Fort Bend 
BY REBECCA HENNES

Nearly all of Fort Bend Coun-
ty’s portion—$50 million—of 
the roughly $150 million West-
park Toll Road extension proj-
ect that runs from Katy west 
into Fulshear is being paid for 
through a county assistant dis-
trict, a revenue-generating tool 
not prevalent in many Texas 
counties. 

“And that’s the first time 
that’s been done in the state 
of Texas,” Fort Bend County 
Precinct 3 Commissioner Andy 
Meyers said. “It’s very unique.” 

Fort Bend County was the 
first county in the state of 
Texas to establish county 
assistant districts, according 
to Meyers. County assistant 
districts, also known as CADs, 
are growing in Fort Bend 
because they serve as a special 
district created by the county 
under the Texas Legislature 
that can help generate revenue 
for infrastructure and road 
improvements within an area.

Fort Bend County now has 
10 CADs, six of which are 
located in Precinct 3. Meyers 
said he estimates the CADs 
have generated millions in 
revenue for projects in the 
precinct, which covers parts 
of Katy. 

Under Local Government 
Code 387, CADs give the county 
authority to issue a voluntary 
sales tax in the proposed 
district area, as long as that tax 

does not exceed a maximum of 
8.25 cents.

The purpose of a CAD is to 
allow unincorporated areas to 
capture the voluntary  
2 cent sales tax on commercial 
businesses that could help 
generate revenue to pay for 
infrastructure projects. 

“The primary reason we 
created the county assistant 
district[s] was to keep the 
sales tax revenue in Fort 
Bend County,” Meyers said. 
“Because it is currently being 
collected, all of it … by the city 
of Houston or a developer and 
spent for their benefit.”

The city of Houston collects 
$15 million a year in sales tax 
revenue through various strate-
gic partnership agreements 
with local municipal utility 
districts that allow the city to 
levy its sales tax in the unin-
corporated areas of Fort Bend 
County, Meyers said. 

Meyers said next legislative 
session, he plans on revisiting 
legislation he introduced in 
2015 that requires the city of 
Houston to spend at least 50 
percent of the sales tax money 
collected in Fort Bend County 
in Fort Bend County. 

A CAD can also initiate a 
use-tax to generate revenue. 
Meyers said he and Fort Bend 
County Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner Vincent Morales Jr. are 
working on structuring a deal 
that would allow the county to 

collect a use-tax on all of the 
taxable material and services 
that go into the construction of 
new developments in a CAD.  

Morales said implementing 
this tax is critical for western 
areas of the county to give back 
to the communities that are 
being developed there. 

“For example, a lot of your 
builders—I will guarantee you 
they are buying that material 
from some larger lumber yard 
in Houston and guess who’s 
getting that sales tax? Houston. 
It’s not being reinvested in the 
community that they are devel-
oping in,” Morales said.

Meyers said CAD legislation 
has been in the pipeline since 
2007, when local officials 
became aware of the inequity 
problem occurring between 
the city of Houston, developers 
and taxpayers. 

DEVELOPMENT

The CAD sales tax 
goes into effect on the 

first day of the first calendar 
quarter occurring after the 
date the comptroller receives 
a copy of the order of the 
district’s governing body.

Commissioners seek  
out the proposed district area 

and start creating boundary lines. 

District lines are finalized by 
coordinating with  

the cooperating cities.

The county Commissioners 
Court calls for an election.

Per the Texas Election Code, 
the county officially creates 
the boundaries for the 
proposed district.

Commissioners Court  
must enter election  

results into the minutes, and the 
county judge must notify the 

state comptroller of the 
election results. 

Meyers said he is also work-
ing on new legislation that 
would eliminate Houston’s 
ability to object to the creation 
of a CAD. Meyers said he is in 
negotiations with the city after 
officials objected to a CAD that 
was established in Houston’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

Morales said he sees CADs 
as a tool for future growth 
and has multiple new ones 
planned for his precinct. 

“I know already from inter-
est of industrial distribution 
that is looking in west Fort 
Bend County...the job creation, 
the commercial base is going 
to increase,” Morales said. 
“All of a sudden we are going 
to have this industry and this 
distribution coming in that is 
going to be able to help invest 
in the community that they are 
getting ready to develop here.” 

SOURCE: OFFICE OF FORT BEND COUNTY 
PRECINCT 1 COMMISSIONER VINCENT 
MORALES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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CAD

Steps to  
creating a 

The county serves as the 
governing board for a CAD. 
Commissioners are responsible 
for creating them. 

CADs generate revenue for mobility 
and infrastructure projects within 
an area. CAD 1 has contributed 
nearly $50 million to the FM 1093/
Westpark Tollway project. 

The CAD is created by  
a majority vote in favor  
of creating the district 
(similar to a MUD creation).

A notification is sent to 
the cities to accept the 
district’s boundary lines. 

3

What can a CAD fund? 

Sales tax revenue generated by each Precinct 3 CAD to date

EXAMININATION: 
CADs of Precinct 3

CAD 1

$19.5 million*

*THIS AMOUNT INCLUDES THE ENTIRE 
CAD FUND BALANCE, WHICH INCLUDES 
A COMBINATION OF SALES TAX 
COLLECTIONS AND INTEREST.

CAD 7 CAD 8

CAD 9

$161,799 $12,499

$278,456
CADs 10 and 11 
have not generated 
revenue yet.

GENERATING   
sales tax revenue 

Projects precinct 3 
CAD’s helped fund: 

$47.6 million for Fort 
Bend County’s portion of 
the FM 1093/Westpark 
Toll Road expansion

• Construction and maintenance 
of roads and drainage 

• Law enforcement and fire 
protection

• Maintenance and improvement 
of parks, libraries and 
museums

• Promotion of economic 
development

created in 2011 created in 2017created in 2017

created in 2017

Solar powered speed 
awareness signs

$300,000 for three 
contract deputies

SOURCES: SALES REVENUE INC., OFFICE OF FORT 
BEND COUNTY PRECINCT 3 COMMISSIONER ANDY 
MEYERS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Your Office.Your Business. Your Image. 

Executive 
O�  ces

Affordable o�  ces for 
small business owners 

and entrepreneurs
*starting at $499

Virtual O�  ce
Not ready for your own of-
fi ce? Check out our options
*starting at $65/month

Coworking
Professional work 

and meeting space
*starting at $99

Conference
Rooms

Fully equipped
meeting rooms

*Starting at $20/hour

1 month free
with a 12 month lease

Expires 6/30/18

535 E Fernhurst | Katy 
25807 Westheimer Parkway | Katy
281-849-4130 

2 locations to
serve you

www.TheHiveKaty.com
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Call and schedule
your tour today
and receive a

complimentary gift!

OUR MISSION IS TO
Love and Serve You and Yours

Assisted Living and Memory CareAssisted Living and Memory CareAssisted Living and Memory Care
Established in 1977

Colonial Oaks at Katy • 21601 Provincial Blvd. Katy, TX 77450 • License #103010 • 281- 578-2222 • www.colonialoaks.org

LOCAL. NO CONTRACT.
PEST CONTROL COMPANY.

INITIAL SERVICE
AND/OR INITIAL
MOSQUITO
TREATMENT

$20 
OFF 

Keeping Homes and Businesses Pest Free Since 1983

ASK ABOUT OUR MOSQUITO TREATMENTS

281.395.3900
frontierexterminating.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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Center will prepare students for agricultural careers, competitions

Katy ISD’s new $34 million Agricultural 
Sciences Center to open by February 2019

BY R. HANS MILLER

Katy ISD broke ground on a new $34 
million Agricultural Sciences Center 
April 27 at a property that also contains 
the KISD Future Farmers of America 
barns. The new center will grow the 
district’s agricultural programs, which 
include a partnership with FFA and 
the KISD Livestock Show & Rodeo, 
said Sarah Martin, director of career 
technology education for KISD. 

Martin said the administration is 
excited about the opportunities the 
facility will provide to all of the dis-
trict’s students. The facility is expected 
to take on some of the events held at 
the district’s L.D. Robinson Pavilion 
near the Merrell Center, Martin said, 
including the  KISD Rodeo and various 
livestock shows and competitions. 

The agriculture center will include 
a multipurpose show arena, a project 
center building, an ecopond and a 
multipurpose covered outdoor arena 
with stadium seating. 

The Robinson facility was built 
in 2004 when KISD only had about 
40,000 students, KISD Superintendent 
Lance Hindt said. Since that time, the 
district has grown to nearly 78,000 stu-
dents across all of its campuses. Hindt 
said the administration expects to meet 
or exceed 78,000 students by the end 
of the 2017-18 school year. KISD cur-
rently has about 3,300 FFA students, 
according to district representatives.

Hindt said the facility will be com-
plete by February 2019, in time for the 
76th KISD Rodeo and Livestock Show. 

The complex, which is the last 
project to use the district’s 2014 bond 
funds, will add to the district’s agri-
cultural education curriculum that 
began over a century ago, KISD  board 
President Ashley Vann said. The 
facility will support a student body that 
is increasingly showing an interest in 
fields such as agricultural mechanics, 
metal technologies, horticulture and 
animal husbandry, she said. 

The facility will focus on Texas 
agriculture, Martin said. Plants native 
to Texas will be housed at the facility 
to encourage native birds and other 
small animals pushed out by nearby 
development to return to the area. 
The facility will also include class-
room extensions for life sciences 
courses. Students studying a variety 
of agricultural disciplines will be able 
to conduct experiments at the facility, 
Martin said. 

Agricultural instruction specialist 
Guy James said the facility will also 
help KISD students compete in state-
wide agricultural competitions. James 
said the only agriculture competition 
in the state larger than the one held by 
the district is in Fort Worth at Tar-
leton State University. KISD’s current 
event is held at the Robinson facility 
and sees about 3,000 competitors 
in livestock shows annually, while 
the Tarleton competition sees about 
10,000 competitors.

“But this is going to be a much 
larger facility, so we’ll be able to hold 
all the different classes and different 
contests at this facility...plus adding 
the wildlife and hopefully we’ll be 
adding other contests,” James said. 

Martin said the district will look 

at how the facility can give students 
practical and hands-on experiences 
in agriculture. The facility will allow 
students the opportunities to raise 
animals and plant vegetables that can 
be sold at a possible farmers market at 
the facility.

KISD currently offers a business 
agricultural marketing and manage-
ment course, Martin said. She said a 
farmers market would provide stu-
dents with the opportunity to put their 
classroom learning into practice.

“There’s not a farmers market in 
that area of our town and our goal is 
for students to have their own busi-
nesses,” Martin said. 

The center will also allow students 
to touch on the history of Katy that 
has been lost as development contin-
ues in the area, Martin said. Many stu-
dents today have never seen what the 
city was like when it was surrounded 
by rice fields and other country living, 
she said. She expects the new center 
to help KISD students connect to their 
community’s past.

“This complex also symbolizes 
our promise of a continuing legacy 
that provides unparalleled learning 
experiences designed to prepare and 
inspire,” Vann said.

RENDERING COURTESY KATY ISD

The two primary buildings being constructed at the new Agricultural Sciences Center are the outdoor arena (left) and show arena (right). EDUCATION

Serving the 
Katy Community

20829 Kingsland Blvd Ste D Katy, TX 77450
peter.odell@angelslifeskills.org

281.717.4870
Experienced professionals 

giving quality care KINGSLAND BLVD.

INTERSTATE 10W
ESTGREEN BLVD.

Come and join 

our summer pro-

gram and have a 

blast of fun! Angels
Life Skills Center

We are a non profi t organization that specializes in the care 
and training of special needs kids age 13 through Adult

Come and see our huge facility
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Tummy Tuck • Liposuction • Body Contouring • Breast Augmentation 
Breast Lift •  Botox • Restylane • Juvederm • Blepharoplasty 

Brazilian Butt Lift • Arm Lift 

281.579.5638  
21720 Kingsland Blvd #303A
Katy, TX 77450

WWW.TEXASSURGICALARTS.COM

L IFE .  BU I LT.  BETTER .®

Call: 844-582-4952visit MER ITAGEHOMES.COM/katy

A NEW HOME IS
ALWAYS A BRIGHT IDEA.
Make a brilliant move to one of our
communities within Katy ISD before the next 
school year. Discover a home that will impress 
from day one with features and options to 
perfectly fit your lifestyle. Schedule a tour now 
and learn how an energy-efficient Meritage 
home always scores high marks.
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1. Elyson – Amenity Collection
From the $300s
6510 Passionflower Way, Katy, TX 77493

2. Elyson – Estate Collection
From the low $200s
23627 Providence Ridge Trl., Katy, TX 77493

3. Katy Pointe
From the $200s
24138 Prairie Glen Ln., Katy, TX 77493

4. Silver Ranch
From the high $200s
3034 Shadowbrook Chase, Katy, TX 77494

5. Monterey at Westlake
Quick Move-in Homes Only
From the $600s
By Appointment Only, Katy, TX 77494

FIND A HOME
IN THE TOP
OF ITS CLASS.

Meritage Homes® is a registered trademark of Meritage Homes Corporation. ©2018 Meritage Homes Corporation. 
All rights reserved. For full terms and conditions please visit: www.meritagehomes.com/katyisd2018

START THE SCHOOL YEAR IN A NEW HOME. 

2018

SPORTS 
PHYSICAL$19

UTPHYSICIANS.COM/SPORTS
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Construction of amenity-driven communities contributes to Katy home trend

Future master-planned community coming to Katy

BY R. HANS MILLER

Plans for a new mas-
ter-planned community 
coming to the Katy area are 
in the works, while one of the 
area’s oldest master-planned 
communities, Cinco Ranch, is 
set to complete development 
this year. 

Xu Qing LLC recently 
purchased about 1,600 acres 
of land off FM 529 next to 
the Elyson master-planned 
community in early April, 
according to McAlister Real 
Estate, a Houston-based real 
estate firm. J. Troy Maxwell of 
Woodcreek LLC, the firm that 
assembled the acreage into 
one plot, said he expects the 
land to be developed into a 
master-planned community. 

“Everything’s in place for it, 
but we’ll just have to see what 
their timing is,” Maxwell said. 

The announcement of the 
new community aligns with 
the home development trend 
for the Katy area that dates 
back to 1991 when Newland 
Communities broke ground 
at Cinco Ranch. Since then, 
master-planned communities 
have continued to take root 
in Katy.

Heather Gustafson, market-
ing director for Newland Com-
munities, said the Katy area 
continues to draw master- 
planned community devel-
opment because parents are 
drawn to Katy ISD and access 

to major roadways, such as 
the Grand Parkway, I-10 and 
Hwy. 290, which provide easy 
access to the Greater Houston 
area.  

Christi Borden, a Real-
tor with Better Homes and 
Gardens Gary Greene, said 
the energy sector plays a big 
role in the trend of master- 
planned communities. Energy 
professionals often move 
as much as once every four 
years, so having a home in 
a community with steady or 
rising property values gives 
them stability, she said. 

In a community like Katy, 
this can be critical because 
residents may have to sell 
homes relatively soon after 
buying them, Borden said. 

Dan Naef, president of 
Rise Communities, the 
developer of the Cane Island 
master-planned community, 
agreed with Borden and said 
master-planned communities 
offer stable property values 
because they are intentionally 
designed to do so. 

“Historically speaking, they 
hold their values much better 
than nonmaster-planned 
communities, especially in 
downturns,” Naef said. 

Borden said mas-
ter-planned communities 
work to ensure property val-
ues are protected by provid-
ing amenities, such as green 
spaces and pools. Borden said 

these amenities are one of 
the first things installed in a 
development.  

Newland is the devel-
oper for the Elyson master- 
planned community and 
Cinco Ranch, one of Katy’s 
oldest communities. 

“One of the defining 
features of a large-scale 
master-planned community, 
such as Elyson, is to offer 
new homes in a wide variety 
of price ranges and styles, 
appealing to a diverse range of 
homebuyers,” Gustafson said. 
“That can include first-time 
buyers, move-up buyers and 
buyers wanting to scale down 
to specialized offerings, such 
as patio homes.” 

Gustafson expects Cinco 
Ranch to complete develop-
ment this year while Elyson, 
Newland’s most recent Katy-
area master-planned commu-
nity, broke ground in 2016. 

Naef said master-planned 
communities also protect 
homeowners from unexpected 
property tax changes. Homes 
are built in smaller subdivi-
sions within a community 
that groups homes by square 
footage, which is closely asso-
ciated with home values. 

This method keeps a 
$300,000 home from sitting 
next to a $1.8 million home, 
which can negatively affect 
the home value for the more 
expensive home and increase 

both the home value and 
taxes of the smaller home, 
Naef said. 

Development of the new 
master-planned community 
off FM 529 may take years to 
begin, Maxwell said. How-
ever, there seems to be no 
lack of demand for mas-
ter-planned communities, 
according to Naef, Borden 
and Gustafson. 

Naef said he expects Cane 
Island to develop its 2,100 
lots within the next five years 
while Gustafson expects Cinco 
Ranch’s remaining 70 lots to 

DEVELOPMENT

Newland Communities is the developer for the master-planned 
community Elyson that broke ground in 2016 as well as Cinco Ranch, 
one of Katy’s oldest master-planned communities. Cinco Ranch is 
almost completely built out while Elyson is still developing. 

A CLOSER LOOK 
a t  m a s t e r - p l a n n e d  c o m m u n i t i e s

Average home value Average home value

Square footage range Square footage range

Number of lots Number of lots

Broke ground Broke ground

Homes available Homes available

Amenities Amenities

SOURCE: NEWLAND COMMUNITIES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

mid-$200,000- $800,000 $400,000-$1 million+

ELYSON CINCO  R A NCH

1,500-4,000+ 2,500-6,000+

More than 6,000 lots  
planned

More than 15,000 when complete, 
completion expected 2018

2016 1991

More than 5,000 70

Fitness center, game room, 
children’s playroom, meeting 
room, welcome center, 
playgrounds, tennis courts

11 swimming pools, including 
three water parks and an artificial 
beach, clubhouse, 17 tennis 
courts, more than 60 pocket parks

be developed by the end of 
2018. 

Borden said she continues 
to see interest in all these 
types of communities but 
warned that buyers should 
closely look at amenities to 
ensure the home is actually 
master-planned.

“I know there’s a lot of 
pocket communities being 
developed north of I-10 
around Elyson, but whether 
they can really carry the title 
of master-planned commu-
nity, I’m not sure yet,” Borden 
said.
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heritagetexas.com

CLARANN MCCOY
713.882.3600

MARTHA CLARK &  
GARY GRIGGS TEAM

832.256.6118

RITA DONNELLY
832.236.4762

CHRISTINE DUNCAN
713.882.0990

JULIE PICKETT
713.444.7099

JANICE IRELAND 
SALES MANAGER

TARA McMEANS 
832.523.0650

KELLY CHAMBERLAIN
281.633.1669

KATY OFFICE
28818 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Suite 140 | Katy, Texas 77494 

281.574.0900

heritagetexas.com
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9902 Terrance Springs Ln.1.

5507 Mustang Ridge2.

27407 Llano Meadows Ln.3. $353,000

$595,000

$660,000
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Proposition A

About the bond: Proposition A is worth $4.25 million and will be used to elevate 
the First Street bridge just west of Avenue D, which will cost about $1.25 million. 
The remainder will go to fund drainage improvements along Katy Hockley Road, 
according to City Administrator Byron Hebert.

Proposition B

About the bond: Proposition B will raise $10.25 million and will be used to implement 
drainage improvements near the Pine Forest and Riceland Terrace communities, as 
well as a 14-acre expansion of the Pitts Road detention pond north of town.

Proposition C

About the bond: Proposition C will raise $5 million and will be used to improve the 
city’s wastewater treatment plant south of I-10. Katy Mayor Chuck Brawner said 
the upgraded capacity is necessary due to large industrial companies like Amazon 
moving in and the residential growth the city is seeing.

13.9% of voting population voted

2018 At the Ballot

Katy-area election results 

Katy City Council races

On May 5, Katy voters approved three new bonds for flood mitigation efforts, elected 
two new members to Katy City Council and two new members to the Katy ISD board of 
trustees. Here is a breakdown of the results race by race. 

Katy residents will see a few new faces on the City Council bench following the May 5 
election. Newcomers Janet Corte and Chris Harris will represent Ward A and the at large 
positions, respectively, on the council. Mayor Pro Tem Durran Dowdle will hold onto his 
council seat. 

COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES AND R. HANS MILLER

*INCUMBENT

*INCUMBENT

*INCUMBENT

Ward A

Ward B

At Large

Position 6 Position 7

Katy ISD board of trustees races

Bond propositions

Voters elected Susan Gesoff and Dawn Champagne to fill seats 6 and 7, respectively, on 
the Katy ISD board of trustees, according to district results.

Katy voters overwhelmingly approved all three bonds totaling $19.5 million. The bond 
package is broken down into three propositions that will pay for drainage and sewer 
system improvements throughout the city.

Gesoff replaced trustee Bryan Michalsky and Champagne replaced trustee Charles 
Griffin after they were sworn in during the work study meeting May 21 at the Education 
Support Complex in downtown Katy.  

The KISD board of trustees will meet 6:30 p.m. May 29 at 6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy.
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Voter turnout

Of the 10, 277 registered voters in the city, 1,444 cast a ballot, or 14.05 
percent of the voting population. 

Katy Mayor Chuck Brawner expressed some disappointment in voter turnout, 
but he was grateful the bonds passed because they were an important step in 
improving safety and ensuring smooth growth throughout the city.

“We need to get different sections of the city involved in some things,” 
Brawner said. “We’re slowly making inroads in those areas. Hopefully, we’ll be 
able to see that [voter turnout] increase.” 
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brewpubs to sell their products to 
other retailers. 

Those changes have helped busi-
nesses like No Label Brewing Co. on 
First Street in Katy grow, Operations 
Manager Logan Respess said. 

No Label Brewing opened in 2009 
and by 2012, it had moved into its cur-
rent location under the iconic silos at 
the end of First Street, Respess said. 

Both Mayo and Respess said having 
a brewpub that sells craft beers with-
out selling liquor provides a fami-
ly-friendly atmosphere and helps the 
businesses contribute positively to the 
community.  

“The beauty of a brewpub is you’re 
allowed to do lots of things with a lot 
more flexibility,” Respess said. “[We] 
get to bring in food trucks and bands 
and all those types of things that just 
kind of makes it a destination.”

Wild West Brewfest organizer David 
Loesch said the timing of the craft 
beer trend aligned well with the Katy 
Rotary Club starting the festival as 
a fundraiser in 2012. Since the first 
event, which saw just under 1,800 
visitors, the festival has grown to more 
than 8,600 visitors in 2016. 

Craft brew culture, brewpub growth 
nurtures enthusiast community in Katy 

BY R. HANS MILLER AND DANICA  

SMITHWICK

Brew pubs and craft beer have 
increased in popularity in the Katy 
area for the last several years, accord-
ing to local Katy-area pub owners. 
However, changes in regulations may 
limit the growth of microbreweries 
through action that was passed last 
session in the Texas Legislature.

Growler U.S.A. co-owner Lance 
Mayo said the growing interest in craft 
beers and brewing was part of why he 
opened the national pub franchise’s 
Katy location in August 2016. Mayo 
had been working as a mortgage 
broker when he and his wife decided 
to open a business. Mayo had done 
research and learned Growler U.S.A. 
was starting to sell franchises; he 
also knew the brewpub and craft beer 
trend was going to grow. 

“I bought into the theory of it, 
which I still really love the theory of 
it,” Mayo said.  

Charles Vallhonrat, executive direc-
tor of the Texas Craft Brewers Guild, 
said while Texas is known for regres-
sive alcohol laws, progress was made 
by the state Legislature in 2013, which 
led to industry growth.

“It lowered the barrier of entry from 
the brewer’s perspective and made an 
easier path to profitability through the 
changes to the permits and licenses,” 
Vallhonrat said. 

These changes allowed brewpubs to 
sell beer to-go, doubled the amount of 
beer brewpubs could produce annu-
ally to 10,000 barrels and allowed 

PENDING LEGISLATIVE CHALLENGES 

The 2013 statutory changes related 
to brewpubs have been a boon to the 
industry, business owners said. How-
ever, during the last legislative session, 
House Bill 3287 was passed, which 
Vallhonrat said could hurt a craft brew-
ery’s ability to expand.

Under the new law, breweries 
producing more than 225,000 bar-
rels annually across all of their sites 
and investment partners have to pay 
distributors a fee to deliver products 
from production locations to their own 
taprooms, Vallhonrat said. 

“So, effectively, that law provides 
revenue for somebody who does no 
actual work on the sale of the prod-
uct,” he said. 

Respess said the law will not affect 
No Label Brewing anytime soon 
because it does not yet produce the 
volume that would require it to begin 
paying distributors. 

“We’ve heard from [other Texas 
microbreweries] that it will impact 
them,” Respess said. 

Vallhonrat said it was the strength 
of the distributor lobby that pushed 
the bill through, but state Rep. Gary 
Elkins, R-Houston, who coauthored 
the bill, said the bill prevents large 
megabreweries from operating tap-
rooms and becoming beer distributors. 

“The independence of market 
participants in the beer industry is 
imperative to preventing monopolies 
and vertical integration,” Elkins said. 

Vallhonrat said the TCBG will 
continue supporting pro-craft beer 
legislation and candidates via the 
CraftPAC, a political action committee 
formed following the 2017 legislation. 

“We continue to focus on our No. 1 
priority, which is to lose no rights and 
keep at least the status quo—if not 
make things better,” he said. 

DEVELOPMENT

Legal changes, challenges remain for local area brewery owners

SOURCES: BREWERS ASSOCIATION, WILD WEST BREW FEST/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: BREWERS ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER
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As of 2018, there are about
Wild West Brewfest attendance has grown 
by nearly five times its inaugural turnout.  
It has won No. 1 Beer Festival from  
BeerYeti.com for the last two years. 
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The craft beer industry contributes 
several billion dollars to the U.S. economy 
every year. In recent years, the trend has 
grown exponentially in the state of Texas.
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The Katy ISD board of trustees saw a packed room at the May 10 special meeting. 

KISD Superintendent Hindt to resign in 
2019, district to pursue defamation lawsuit
BY REBECCA HENNES

Katy ISD Superintendent Lance 
Hindt announced May 10 at a special 
board meeting he will resign from his 
position effective Jan. 1, 2019.

“My wife and my children, they 
need me,” Hindt said. “In light of an 
organized, relentless and dishonest 
smear campaign against me, I cannot 
remain superintendent of Katy ISD 
while fulfilling those duties and still 
fulfill my sacred duty as a husband 
and father.”

Before Hindt’s announcement, the 
board of trustees voted unanimously 
to approve an order for outside special 
counsel to pursue legal action for a 
possible defamation suit. The district 
has not commented on who the defen-
dant might be as of press time.

District officials said the defama-
tion of Hindt has interfered with the 
district’s strategic plan and warranted 
expenditure of public funds. 

The announcement comes nearly 

two months after Katy businessman 
Greg Gay, also known as Greg Barrett, 
accused Hindt at a March 19 school 
board meeting of bullying him when 
they were in middle school together 
more than 30 years ago. Following 
Gay’s accusation, three more alle-
gations were made against Hindt 
contributing to the claim he was a 
vicious bully in his teens. Hindt ended 
up apologizing to district staff for the 
allegations April 6.

Chad Baruch, a Dallas-based First 
Amendment attorney and former high 
school administrator, said the district 
will have to prove actual malice in 
order to win a defamation suit.

Baruch said it is difficult to say 
whether it is legal for a public agency 
to use taxpayer money on a public 
official’s behalf.

“As someone who was in education 
for many years, I can only say I really 
hope that they’ve done an enormous 
amount of investigation to assure 

themselves beyond any question that 
these allegations are false because 
the message—if they have not done 
that diligence—the message that they 
would be sending to potential victims 
of bullying in their own district is not 
a very good one,” Baruch said. 

Baruch said the defendant in the 
case might use a statute called the 
Texas Citizens Participation Act, 
also known as the Texas Anti-SLAPP 
law, that was passed to deter law-
suits designed to intimidate people 
attempting to exercise their constitu-
tional speech rights.          

The district released updates to 
Hindt’s contract May 11, in which it 
is stated that Hindt will receive more 
than $750,000 in a severance package 
once he retires Jan. 1. The package is 
equal to two years of his base salary 
rate; the Texas Education Agency’s 
2017-18 superintendent salary report 
for Hindt is $386,850. 

The amendment also calls for the 
district to incur all legal fees associ-
ated with the defamation suit. In the 
new contract, Hindt is required to 
reimburse the district for 50 percent of 
the cost up to $25,000.
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SERVING HOUSTON’S AUTISM COMMUNITY SINCE 2004

spectrumofhope.com/careers
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FROM DIAGNOSIS TO ADULTHOOD

11820 Cypress Corner Lane 
Houston, TX 77065

• Help change lives
• Full-time position
• Bachelor’s degree preferred
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and pass background check
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Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
therapy to individuals with autism
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MEETINGS

Katy ISD
Meets the third and fourth Monday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. The next meeting is 
May 29. Board Room, Education Support 
Complex, 6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy  
281-396-6000 • www.katyisd.org

New elementary start time groups announced
KATY ISD    Katy ISD officially 

announced the elementary school 
campuses that will be assigned 
different start times under the dis-
trict’s new multibell schedule that 
takes effect this fall, according to a 
press release from the district.

Officials from the transportation 
department presented trustees 
with the elementary school cam-
puses chosen for the two elemen-
tary groups at the April 23 board 

meeting.
“These changes will alleviate 

the challenges the district is facing 
with bus driver recruitment as well 
as safety concerns with congested 
traffic in areas within Katy,” the 
district stated in a press release. 

For a complete list of the schools 
assignment groups, visit http://
www.katyisd.org/dept/transporta-
tion/Documents/Transportation_
QandA.pdf.

Katy ISD COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNESEDUCATION NOTES

Trustees approve new 
online monitoring social 
media threat contract
 KATY ISD    Trustees approved April 23 

an $80,000 three-year contract for a 
new social media threat monitoring 
service called Social Sentinel.

Social Sentinel monitors 12 different 
social media sites, such as Instagram 
and Twitter, and uses a library of 
threat indicators to match any poten-
tial threat to a specific geographic 
region through geolocation and key-
word association, officials said. 

Representatives from the Katy 
ISD technology department said the 
service could ultimately help identify 
a potential active-shooter, a student 
who is struggling with self-harm 
issues and life-threatening situations.

“When a possible active-shooter or 
self-harm post is identified, an alert is 
sent to predefined users in the district 
via text and email,” representatives 
from the KISD technology department 
said at the April 16 meeting. “In addi-
tion, a daily report is emailed of all 
identified threats to a predefined set of 
users in the district.”

Social Sentinel monitors social 
media profiles available to the 
public—no private profiles can be 
accessed or monitored. No Katy ISD 
data—students, staff or otherwise—is 
shared with Social Sentinel, according 
to district officials. 

Trustees consider GPA 
change for dual-credit
KATY ISD  Officials from the Depart-

ment of Secondary Curriculum and 
Instruction provided trustees with an 
update April 23 on dual-credit courses 
after a survey and several reports 
were conducted to analyze the district 
expanding its dual-credit options.

Among the recommendations to 
the board, officials asked trustees to 
consider developing a districtwide 
recruitment plan to increase the num-
ber of teachers with master’s degrees 
available to teach dual-credit classes. 
Trustees were also asked to consider 
shifting the GPA weight for dual-credit 
courses from 4.0 to 4.5 beginning 
with the class of 2022, or incoming 
ninth-graders in fall 2018.

Trustee Courtney Doyle argued 
students will prefer to take advanced 
placement classes to earn 5 credit 
points instead of 4.5.

“If we want to have dual credit 
enticing to our students, I don’t think 
that a 4.5 is going to be enticing,” 
Doyle said. “The kids that are working 
that GPA game—that are going to want 
this course as a college credit—are 
going to want it to be a 5.0 credit.”

Cazilda Steele, executive director 
for the department of secondary 
curriculum and instruction, said after 
working with an AP district advisory 
council and KISD staff, the 4.5 credit is 
what was agreed upon by dual-credit 
teachers and principals.

Trustee Rebecca Fox showed sup-
port for the GPA shift but asked why it 
was recommended to wait until 2022 
to implement the change.

“The major reason why we are wait-
ing...[is] so that every student has the 
same advantage,” Steele said.

Katy ISD breaks ground on two new campuses
KATY ISD    Two new campuses, 

Junior High School No. 16 and High 
School No. 9, started construction 
May 2, according to a press release 
from the district. 

The buildings will be funded as 
part of the 2017 bond program and 
will feature collaborative spacing 
and leading-edge technology, the 
release stated. 

“Within the walls of these 
schools, future leaders will be 
taught, memories will be made, 
and educational opportunities 
will prepare and inspire,” Super-
intendent Lance Hindt said.  “The 

construction of these campuses 
will be a new opportunity for this 
neighborhood—and our commu-
nity at large—to invest in our stu-
dents as they create their future.”

The schools will help alleviate 
overcrowding in the southwest 
quadrant of the district and pro-
vide relief to existing campuses, 
according to the release. 

The junior high school will open 
in August 2019 and the high school 
will follow in August 2020. 

For updates on KISD bond proj-
ects, visit http://www.katyisd.org/
sites/bonds/Pages/default.aspx. 

KISD Superintendent Lance Hindt said the schools will help teach future leaders. 
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Katy museums almost recovered after Harvey, 
Heritage Museum renamed to honor city official

Official: Katy Boardwalk District making progress, 
first loft-living complex to break ground this year

Nearly eight months after Hur-
ricane Harvey, the Katy Heritage 
Museum is officially open, accord-
ing to Kayce Reina, Katy’s director 
of tourism, marketing and public 
relations. 

Katy City Council voted May 14 to 
rename the museum in honor of the 
late Jonny Nelson, who served as 
mayor from 1983 to 1987 and as city 
administrator from 1994 to 2014. The 
renaming ceremony will take place 
10:30 a.m. May 24.

“We are going to rededicate and 
rename the Katy Heritage Museum 

[to] the Johnny Nelson Katy Heritage 
Museum,” Reina said. 

Reina said the VFW Museum is also 
expected to open this spring, nine 
months after it took in 4 feet of Harvey 
floodwaters. An opening ceremony for 
the museum was held May 17. Reina 
said the reopening marked the end of 
months of hard work. 

“It was a complete gut job,” Reina 
said. “But most of our facilities are 
back open and operating, there are still 
some tweaks here and there on city 
hall but we are almost fully recovered 
from a facilities standpoint.”

Phase 1 of the Katy Board District 
is now complete, according to Kayce 
Reina, Katy’s director of tourism, 
marketing and public relations. The 
development, which is a mixed-use 
project with a boardwalk, hotel con-
ference center, lake, two loft-living 
apartment complexes, retail stores 
and restaurants, broke ground in 
March of last year. 

Reina said the lake was drained 
and reconstructed to include islands 
that help shape and refine the border. 

“The first phase of the lake is all 
complete with walkways that go from 
the water’s edge across the water 
to more of an island landing [and] 
viewing area,” Reina said.

Reina said the lake will not be a rec-
reational body of water, and no fishing, 
swimming or boating will be allowed. 

“We plan on planting particular 
native species of plants, [and] we 
really want migratory birds to come,” 
Reina said. “We really want it to be 
more of a nature preserve.” 

Reina said in addition to the lake, 
the first looped phase of the board-
walk is also complete. The first road 
that connects Kingsland Boulevard 
south toward the lake is nearing 

completion. Reina said a parking lot 
is also under construction that will 
help service lake visitors.

“Then we are getting in some 
restrooms so the public can start 
utilizing the park, [and] at the same 
time we are working with Center-
Point [Energy] on refining all of the 
electrical engineering to get electric-
ity throughout the development,” 
Reina said.

Reina said KB Development is 
working on final negotiations with 
the selected hotel chain for the con-
ference center as of late April. 

“They are in final pricing and 
design, hopefully moving into con-
struction documents in the next 12 
months,” Reina said. 

Reina said the city hopes the hotel 
conference center will open in 2020, 
or in spring of 2021, and the first loft 
living complex should break ground 
this year by the fall. 

“They will be starting to work on 
the interior retail, mixed-use devel-
opment at the same time the hotel 
conference center is going up,” Reina 
said. “We really want the entire 
development to be complete within 
the next five to seven years.” 

SABIC, a global company specializ-
ing in diversified chemicals head-
quartered in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 
announced in April its initiation of 
a project to scope and design a new 
Americas Region Head Office in Katy 
located at 23500 Franz Road. 

The office would include an inno-
vation center and administration 
offices that will house 1,000 employ-
ees, according to SABIC spokesper-
son for Corporate Affairs MaryJane 
Mudd.

Construction plans for the pro-
posed office are contingent upon 
permits and completion of final 
scoping and design, according to 
Mudd. She said the Katy location 
was chosen because the company 
already owned the property on Franz 
Road and needed ample room for the 

Construction of Kingsland Boulevard south toward the lake is nearly complete as of May.
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Global chemicals company SABIC announces Katy 
headquarters office expansion near Franz Road

expansion.  
“Not only did the land offer the 

necessary space required for both an 
innovation center and administrative 
offices, West Houston is a great place 
for our employees to work and live,” 
Mudd said. 

Although there is not a finalized 
timeline for the project, the company 
said plans to complete the expansion 
could take up to four years. 

“We anticipate it will hold approxi-
mately 1,000 employees,” Mudd said. 
“The current projection is to grow 
from about 400 employees today in 
Houston to about 1,000 by 2022.”
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Fort Bend officials vote
to move forward with 
Barker Reservoir study

Mutual aid agreement reached between city of 
Katy, Fort Bend MUD 151 for fire, EMS services

FORT BEND COUNTY  An allocation of 
$67,200 was approved by Fort Bend 
County Commissioners April 24 to 
fund a study exploring the feasibility 
of building a levee on the back side of 
the Barker Reservoir to keep water from 
flowing into homes in future flooding 
events.

The potential levee would largely 
benefit residents of the Cinco Ranch, 
Kelliwood and Canyon Gate subdivi-
sions, Fort Bend County Judge Robert 
Hebert said. The reservoir is located on 
the west side of Hwy. 6, just south of 
I-10.

Engineering firm AECOM Technical 
Services Inc. will perform the study 
and has 90 days to do so.  Fort Bend 
County Commissioner Andy Meyers, 
who represents Precinct 3, said via a 
statement on the precinct’s website that 
the information will be promptly shared 
with the community.

Gov. Abbot approves 
multibillion-dollar 
bond election Aug. 25
HARRIS COUNTY   Gov. Greg Abbott 

has approved Harris County Com-
missioners’ request to hold a 
multi-billion-dollar bond referen-
dum election on Aug. 25 to provide 
funds for flood control projects 
throughout the county. 

Abbott announced his approval 
of the election on May 7, less than a 
week after Harris County Commis-
sioners Court voted unanimously 
May 1 to request Abbott’s approval.

If Harris County residents vote in 
favor of the referendum, the bonds 
issued would provide funding for 
flood mitigation studies and projects 
by the Harris County Flood Control 
District. A list of specific projects has 
not yet been identified, but county 
officials said the referendum could 
total about $2.5 billion.

The bond funds would also be 
used to match funding the county 
will receive for flood mitigation 
projects through federal sources, 
such as the Hurricane Harvey Haz-
ard Mitigation Grant Program. The 
grant money, which comes from the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, is part of a federal package 
to help states affected by natural 
disasters in 2017 pay for projects to 
prevent damage in future storms.

Officials have discussed various 
projects the county needs to com-
plete to mitigate flooding. Some of 
these projects include building a 
third reservoir in the Northwest part 
of the county, buying out properties 
in high-risk flood areas and widen-
ing bayous and creeks throughout 
the county.

CITY OF KATY   City of Katy officials 
approved an agreement April 23 
with Fort Bend County Municipal 
Utility District No. 151 for automatic 
aid assistance that will provide 
emergency services to the Firetho-
rne subdivision.

The city of Fulshear had declined 
to renew a simlar agreement with 
the MUD nearly a year ago.

City firefighters housed at the 
station will be certified paramedics 
and firefighters, Katy Mayor Chuck 
Brawner said. 

Primary emergency medical ser-
vices will continue to be provided 
by Fort Bend County EMS, said Fort 
Bend’s Chief of EMS Graig Temple. 
Fire station staff will treat patients 
until EMS arrives, then FBC EMS 
staff will take over upon arrival.

Residents of Firethorne and 
Brookshire expressed concerns 
about the agreement at the April 
23 meeting, claiming it had been 
negotiated without their knowl-
edge and they had been unaware of 
the lapse in services from Fulshear. 

News from the City of Katy, Harris and Fort Bend counties  COMPILED BY ZAC EZZONE, R. HANS MILLER AND RENEE YAN

MEETINGS

Katy City Council meets the second and 
fourth Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
The next scheduled meeting is June 11. City 
Council Chambers, 910 Avenue C, Katy 
281-391-4800 • www.cityofkaty.com

Fort Bend County Commissioners Court 
meets 1 p.m. the first, second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month. Its next scheduled 
meetings are June 5, 12 and 26. 
500 Jackson St., Richmond 
281-341-8608 • www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Harris County Commissioners Court 
meets at 10 a.m. on June 12.  
1001 Preston Ave., Ste. 938, Houston 
713-755-5000 • www.harriscountytx.gov

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_kty

Brawner explained Katy had 
negotiated the agreement in good 
faith and residents should address 
concerns to MUD No. 151 represen-
tatives.

Council Member J. Gary Jones 
said the agreement includes 
clauses to terminate if a situation 
arises, such as an annexation by 
another municipality, which was 
another concern expressed by 
residents.

The city will be reimbursed by 
the MUD at 105 percent of the cost 
for services rendered, according to 
city staff. The city of Katy approved 
an agreement with Greater Harris 
County 911 Services to update 
emergency response maps for the 
Katy Fire Department May 14.

The fire station was previously manned by firefighters from the city of Fulshear. Katy 
firefighters will now be housed there and providing services to Firethorne.
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Texas Central, Amtrak ink $16.5 agreement 
on transfer services for high-speed train

FROM THE WEB

Links to all of our social media  
accounts can be found at 
communityimpact.com/social

Abridged stories from our website, communityimpact.com/kty

PLAN HIGHLIGHTS

BY ANNA DEMBOWSKI 

Texas Central and Amtrak 
announced May 4 that the 
two companies have reached 
an agreement offering 
through-ticketing and transfer 
services for passengers travel-
ing between company stations.

The agreement comes after 
Texas Central announced in 
early May it selected engineer-
ing and management company 
Bechtel to act as project man-
ager for the proposed high-
speed train route between Hous-
ton and Dallas. Bechtel will help 
Texas Central manage the high-
speed train project—colloquially 
called the Texas Bullet Train—as 
it moves from development to 
implementation, according to a 
May 2 news release.

Texas Central plans to con-
struct a 240-mile high-speed 
rail route from Houston to 
Dallas. When completed, the 

Texas Education Agency releases last 
strategic plan addressing statewide 
special education service violations
BY DANICA SMITHWICK 

After the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education pub-
lished a Jan. 11 report 
stating the Texas Education 
Agency failed to ensure 
special education students 
were given appropriate 
services, the TEA released 
April 24 a final strategic 
plan to address the issues.

According to the report, 
the TEA failed to identify, 
locate and evaluate chil-
dren with disabilities and 
to monitor school districts 
to ensure they met require-
ments laid out in the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities 
Education Act.

The heart of the viola-
tion can be tied to an 8.5 
percent indicator set in 
2004 as a general target for 

the number of students in 
a district that should have 
received special education 
services. Although TEA 
officials said the num-
ber was not an enforced 
requirement, the U.S. 
Office of Special Education 
Programs found it caused 
some school districts to 
take actions intended to 
decrease the percentage to 
8.5 percent or lower. 

According to the TEA, 
about 8.8 percent of all 
Texas students—a number 
that has decreased over 
the last 15 years—receive 
special education ser-
vices, compared to the 
national average of 13 
percent. While 75 percent 
of all Texas students are 
approaching grade level 

Finalized plan actions include:

• Implementing a statewide 
system for special education 
professional development.

• Creating resources to be 
shared with parents of 
children who may have 
disabilities to inform them 
of their rights to a free 
and appropriate public 
education.

• Assisting school districts 
financially in providing 
support services to students 
who are found to have 
needed services but did not 
receive them.

• Strengthening staffing and 
resources devoted to special 
education.

in reading and math, only 
41 percent of the state’s 
special education students 
are attaining the same 
standards. To read the plan 
in full and see previous ver-
sions, visit www.tea.texas.
gov/texassped.

multibillion-dollar route will 
provide riders a 90-minute 
trip. The agreement between 
Texas Central and Amtrak 
will allow passengers to use 
Amtrak’s reservation system to 
buy tickets for travel on both the 
high-speed rail and Amtrak’s 
national routes, according to a 
statement from Texas Central. 
According to a statement, the 
train is expected to pour $36 
billion into the Texas economy 
over the next 25 years, creating 
10,000 jobs during each year of 
construction. 

Construction  is estimated to 
cost $16.5 billion and begin in 
2019, according to the DEIS. 

Newland Communities is the largest private developer of planned mixed-use communities in the United States. With our partner, North America Sekisui House, LLC, we believe it is our responsibility to create communities for people to live life in ways that matter most to them.  
www.newlandcommunities.com | www.nashcommunities.com. Prices, specifications, details and availability of Builder’s homes are subject to change without notice. 2018 © Elyson. All Rights Reserved. Elyson is a trademark of NASH FM529, LLC, and may not be copied, imitated or used, in whole 
or in part, without prior written permission. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

GOOD HOMES.
GOOD SCHOOLS.
GOOD PEOPLE.

23623 ELYSON FALLS DR, KATY TX 77493

281 - 640 -4004  |  ELYSON.COM

Welcome to Elyson. A new home 

community with Katy ISD schools.  

An on-site café. Miles of trails.  

A fitness center. Resort-style pool. 

Neighborhood gatherings and 

oh-so-much more. Start your tour 

at Elyson House & Café.

FROM THE $200s – $700s

12 BUILDERS  |  15 MODELS OPEN DAILY

STRADA ADVERTISING / 303.407.1976 COMMUNITY IMPACT/CY-FAIR 18-ELY-0618
GREAT GET-TOGETHER AD 4/6/18 9.1837 X 5.5416   4 C

18-ELY-0618 Community Impact_Cy Fair_Brand Campaign Ad_9_1837x5_5416_M2.indd   1 4/5/18   11:09 AM
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K  enny Bumbera, now 58, has 
been working on cars since he 

was 15 years old and taking automotive 
repair classes at Bellaire High School. 
He repaired and customized his own 
vehicles with his wife and Bumbera’s 
Performance co-owner, Cheri Bum-
bera, and they have raised their three 
children to do the same.

Bumbera’s Performance is a 
full-service mechanic shop that offers 
a variety of automotive customization 
and restoration services. The shop can 
rebuild a 1960s muscle car from the 
frame up or do simpler jobs, such as 
tune-ups and engine repairs. 

The Bumberas’ children work in the 
shop and race, Kenny said. His daugh-
ter, Kristin Bumbera-Jester, has raced 
in NASCAR, but she is currently taking 
a break to spend time with her family. 
Her younger sister, Kendall Haechten, 
races as well and handles marketing 
for the shop. The Bumberas’ youngest 
child, Boyd Bumbera, set the world 
record Jan. 13 of 11.25 seconds to drive 
a quarter mile in a 2018 5.0 Mustang, 
then beat his own record Jan. 30 with a 
11.19 second run. He was 19 at the time.

Kenny started racing in high school 
and was noticed by a shop owner who 
offered him a job in the late 1970s. 

“I like to go fast and started working 
on going fast, and people noticed it 
and decided to let me work on their 

cars,” Kenny said. 
The Bumberas opened their own 

24-bay shop off Hwy. 6 just south of 
I-10 in 1992. In time they decided they 
wanted to slow down and relocated to 
Katy. Cheri said that notion backfired 
on them, though.

 “We opened April Fools’ Day 2010 
and we outgrew this facility that day 
with the overwhelming support of 
Katy,” Cheri said. 

The current facility in downtown 
Katy usually has 90-100 cars on the 
property. To make more room for the 
basic mechanic services and off-road 
division, the family is opening a 
second location this summer at 6513 
SE I-10, Sealy. Bumbera’s Performance 
will run its high-performance division 
out of that location. 

“The high-performance division is 
going out to I-10, but we are staying 
here, and this is our off-road and gen-
eral automotive division,” Cheri said. 

Five years from now, the Bumberas 
said they hope to be setting up their 
children to take over the shop, but 
they are not walking away from the 
industry yet. Kenny said he wants to 
keep building the business.

“We’re the best-kept secret in Katy 
as far as the fact that we work on 
general automotive and family cars,” 
Cheri said. “We don’t just work on hot 
rods.” 

Bumbera’s Performance 
Family-owned shop plans to expand into Sealy 

BY R. HANS MILLER

Bumbera’s Performance 

A  6103 Highway Blvd., Katy 
281-493-9300 
www.bumberas.com 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

B  6513 SE I-10, Sealy (coming soon)
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SEALY

KATY

NMap not to scale

A

B

90

99

10

1

BUSINESS FEATURE

THE HOONIGAN

2

1: Full-service mechanic shop Bum-
bera’s Performance is run as a family 
affair. Son Boyd Bumbera (left), daugh-
ters Kristin Bumbera-Jester (second 
from left) and Kendall Haechten (third 
from left) work with mom Cheri (in 
white) and dad, Kenny (far right). 
Bumbera-Jester’s son Bentley joins the 
family at the shop from time to time. 2: 
Kenny and Cheri Bumbera are co-own-
ers of Bumbera’s Performance. 3 and 
4:  In addition to auto repairs, the shop 
offers restore-mods and customization 
of vehicles, including interior work like 
upholstery and custom gauges.  

4

3

Kenny Bumbera still has a few cars that he 
would like to build for himself and his fami-
ly. His current dream project is a Hoonigan, 
a 1966 Ford Mustang customized with a 
racing engine and four-wheel drive to build 
for his son, Boyd, to drive in competitions. 

RESIDENTIAL |  LUXURY HOMES |  COMMERCIAL |  ACREAGE |  LEASING 

CALL US TODAY AT
Katy O�  ce
281-220-2100

Fulshear O�  ce
281-220-2150

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATEDVISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

CELEBRATING

20 YEARS IN KATY!

22762 WESTHEIMER PKWY., SUITE 430 
KATY, TEXAS, 77450

6630 FM-1463, SUITE A500
FULSHEAR, TEXAS  77441

SERVING TWO LOCATIONS 
NEAR YOU:
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10th Annual Katy Area EDC Golf Tournament

Monday June 11, 2018
Weston Lakes Country Club, 

32611 FM 1063, Fulshear, TX 77441

Check-in 11am
Shotgun start 1pm

Register Today! 
Team and Individual Players welcome

Team Cost $900 | Individual cost is $250 
Sponsorships Available

281-396-2200
katyedc.org/News-Media/News/Join-Us-10th-Annual-Katy-Area-EDC-Golf-Tournament.aspx

We have proven to provide the best
care for seniors in Katy.

Call to schedule your tour today
(281) 394-0628.

1520 Katy Gap Rd, Katy, TX         legacyatfalconpoint.com         ALF #106069

Independent livingAssisted Living Memory Care

MAKE A SMART MOVE TO  
ONE OF OUR KATY COMMUNITIES.

$500* 
IN SMART HOME 

OPTIONS!

Pulte Smart Home features are available for an additional cost and may be installed by a third party after your home purchase. Pulte makes no representation or guarantee that equipment, networks or services will satisfy all homeowner needs or that such equipment, network,
services, or any connected devices are secure or will prevent cyberattacks or privacy intrusions even if properly configured Wireless performance in homes will vary due to construction and/or design changes, placement of appliances/furnishing, usage, and local conditions.
Homeowners must obtain their own internet service and determine their bandwidth needs. Some features of Pulte Smart Home may require a compatible device and require that you have an account with a third party. Features shown or described are each a model, manufacturer,

type, and grade selected by builder, and builder reserves the right to substitute the selection at any time without notice. Any warranty or guaranty of any product included or installed is offered b the product manufacturer or installer and not Pulte Homes, and builder does not warrant any product
or its installation. Features of the Pulte Smart Home are not a substitute for a home security system or monitoring company. See sales consultant for details regarding Pulte Smart Home features and costs. Photograph is for illustrative purposes only and is not an actual representation of any
features or designs of a specific home or features offered. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. © 2018 PulteGroup, Inc. All rights reserved. April 2018.

GET

EVERY NEW PULTE SMART HOME NOW COMES PREWIRED FOR CONNECTIVITY!

Visit one of our Katy communities today to learn more. PLUS, receive a $500 credit
toward additional Smart Home options if you sign a purchase agreement on a 
new home by May 31, 2018.

Four Outstanding Katy Area Locations  |     New Homes from the $180s    |    pulte.com
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C  hances are that on any typical 
sunny Saturday, Nathan Nale-

snik, owner of Big N’s BBQ and 
Crawfish, can be found cooking 
crawfish and slicing brisket out of his 
permanently parked food truck off 
Katy-Hockley Cut Off Road.  

“When it was very nice at the begin-
ning of April, you couldn’t sit out here,” 
Nalesnik said. “People [were] eating on 
their tailgates, crawfish, because they 
wanted them so bad.”

Nalesnik opened his outdoor food 
truck dining spot Big N’s four years ago 
and said business has taken off. 

“We are starting to see people come 
from Columbus and Sealy,” Nalesnik 
said. “We had people from Austin here 
last weekend.” 

Big N’s specializes in crawfish and 

also sells barbecue, such as brisket, 
ribs, chicken and sausage, and kids’ 
food, such as chicken fingers and hot 
dogs. 

“We are probably the cheapest place 
in Katy for crawfish,” Nalesnik said.  
“We are $5.50 a pound—I don’t any-
body in Katy cheaper than that.” 

Nalesnik said because he only has 
so much space out of his truck to cook 
and sell food, Katy residents need to be 
sure to get their fix of Louisiana craw-
fish before supplies runs out. The truck 
is open on the weekends in the spring 
and early summer. 

“When we cook, we cook X amount 
of brisket for the day, and when we run 
out, we run out,” Nalesnik said. 

Picnic tables are sprinkled around 
the open dirt and grass lot, which also 

boasts a covered tent area with more 
tables and a TV, a bounce house for 
kids to play on and outdoor games 
such as horseshoes. Customers are also 
allowed to bring their own beverages. 

“On a Saturday there’s normally 
like a little baseball game, whiffle ball 
game over here,” Nalesnik said. “And 
everybody just hangs out.” 

While Nalesnik has never worked in 
a restaurant, he said he learned how 
to barbecue and cook crawfish from 
working on the barbecue cookoff com-
mittee for the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo, where he cooked alongside 
pit masters for five years. 

“I took a little bit of advice from 
everybody and put it into my own and 
just ran with it,” Nalesnik said. 

Nalesnik runs his landscaping 

BY REBECCA HENNES

1: Owner Nathan 
Nalesnik opened Big N’s 
BBQ and Crawfish four 
years ago after working 
on various cookoff com-
mittees and barbecue 
competitions. 2. Big N’s 
offers authentic New 
Orleans crawfish for 
$5.50 a pound. 3: The 
most recent addition to 
the menu are crawfish 
empanadas, which 
Nalesnik said are a huge 
hit among his Katy 
customers. 

Big N’s BBQ and Crawfish 

4034 Katy Hockley Cut Off Road, Katy  
832-860-1760 
Facebook: @BigNsBBQandCrawfish 
Hours: Fri. 5-9 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 11 a.m.- 
9 p.m. 

Big N’s BBQ and Crawfish 
Local outdoor spot offers authentic Cajun, barbecue fare

CLAY RD.

KATY HOCKLEY 
CUT OFF RD.
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DINING FEATURE

company, Nalesnik Landscaping, out of 
the back of the same property. He said 
he tries to give back to the community 
that has helped his side-hustle-turned-
successful-small business by catering 
charity events and nonprofits. 

Nalesnik said he is grateful the Katy 
community has supported him.

“Seeing from day one from where 
we started to where we are at now and 
the smile on people’s faces when they 
leave here, you know, that’s the great 
thing at the end of the day,” he said.

INNOVATION.
MOTIVATION. 

RESULTS.
Burn up to 1000 calories in 
45 minutes while building 

lean muscle.

« FREE TRIAL PERIOD«
FOR NEW MEMBERS

F45KATY.COM

KELLIWOOD
21020 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR.

KATY, TX, 77450

CINCO RANCH
4950 KATY-GASTON ROAD

KATY, TX, 77494

2 
LOCATIONS
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*Limit one o�er per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Expires 6/30/2018.  
Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions. Learn more at shelfgenie.com

Schedule your free design consultation

(281) 916-6409   

Simplify your kitchen with custom pull-out  
shelves for your existing cabinets.

EASY ACCESS MEANS EASY LIVING.

GRAND REOPENING: $299 OFF INSTALLATION*

Westpark
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1. Cinco Ranch  

From the $570s
     281-249-7739

2. Silver Ranch 
Final Opportunities

     From the $410s  
The Reserve at Silver Ranch, 
Coming Soon

     713-574-5048

3. Jordan Ranch 
Jordan Ranch 45’

     From the $250s 
Jordan Ranch 70'

 From the $375s 
281-249-7740 

4. Cane Island 
Elmwood Trails 
From the $285s 
281-249-7795 
Oak Pointe/The Trails, 
From the $360s 
Quail Park 
From the $375s 
281-249-7796 

5. Elyson 
From the $330s

     281-249-7802

It’s not just a home. It’s your “forever home.” 
That’s why we’re so passionate about helping 
you create a personalized space to build bonds 
with those you love the most. Our collaborative 
approach matches design with the way you live, 
and we’ll take care of you through every step 
of the process, even after your home is built. 
That’s The Weekley Way!

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations 
are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2018 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA95383)

David Weekley Homeowner 
Rusty & Georgia Hancock
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A  drian Hembree wants to bring 
Katy-area residents together to 

dine, share a laugh and have fun at 
his new Grazia Italian Kitchen 
location in Villagio Town Center. 

The new restaurant is Hembree’s 
third location for Grazia. He opened 
the first location in 2014 in Pearland. 
A year and a half later, he opened his 
second location in Clear Lake and 
had a soft opening for the new Katy 
location April 19. 

The restaurant specializes in Ital-
ian fare, but Hembree has realized 
over the last few years that his food 
inspirations are taking him to a sort of 
Texas-inspired Italian menu. A little 
over two years ago he started smoking 
meats for a variety of dishes, begin-
ning with a boneless beef short rib 
with a brown sugar rub served over 

pancetta to give it an Italian flair with 
Texas inspiration. 

“The Italian gives us a lot of flavor 
with the garlic and onions and toma-
toes, so it’s good in flavor,” Hembree 
said. 

Hembree said he has worked in 
Italian restaurants and in the food 
industry since he was in his early 20s. 
He later sold restaurant supplies for 
companies such as Costco and Kraft 
Foods, and he learned of the quality of 
the ingredients that should be used in 
restaurants.

Using that knowledge to focus on 
just the right ingredients is what gives 
the restaurant an edge, Hembree said. 
While most of his sources are local to 
the area, he said buying ingredients 
is not about geography; it is about 
the quality of the product. He prefers 

Texas Gulf shrimp for the saltiness of 
the product. He uses Wagyu beef from 
Brazoria County to make everything 
from steaks to meatballs and only 
uses heavy cream in his alfredo sauce. 

“On product, I won’t compromise,” 
Hembree said. 

The new Katy location is bigger 
than the other two locations at 7,100 
square feet, compared to the Pearland 
location at 5,200 square feet and Clear 
Lake at 5,800 square feet. 

“We took about a year trying to find 
the right spot in Katy,” he said. 

Hembree wanted a location that 
would grow as he developed the 
restaurant into the dining experience 
he wants his patrons to have. 

He also wants to make sure Grazia 
gives back. In 2017 his Pearland loca-
tion alone raised more than $200,000 

Grazia Italian Kitchen
Local eatery opens  third location, focuses on quality of ingredients

BY R. HANS MILLER
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Grazia Italian Kitchen

22746 Westheimer Parkway,  
Ste. 600, Katy 
832-437-9671 
www.graziaitalian.com  
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.- 
11 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.

CINCO RANCH RD.

PEEK RD.

S. M
ASO

N
 R

D
.

99

NWESTHEIMER PKWY.
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1: Hembree (second from left) and 
chef Juan Garcia (left) pose with their 
kitchen staff ahead of the April 19 soft 
opening. 2: The Chicken Pesto is served 
in a creamy pesto pasta sauce with 
the diner’s choice of bowtie pasta or 
gluten-free penne pasta. 3: Starters in-
clude the bruschetta, a flatbread served 
with diced Roma tomatoes, garlic, sea 
salt and fresh basil with a drizzle of ex-
tra-virgin olive oil and balsamic vinegar.

FIRST LOOK

to give back to the community. Hem-
bree said this is what Grazia is all about 
and regularly refers to his company 
motto: “Grazia means grace.”  

“I’m not saying it because, hey, 
Grazia means grace,” he said. “I say 
it because I live my life that way as a 
father, as a husband, as a person [and] 
as a Christian. It’s the purpose that I 
built this brand on.”

2

3

Get to know a newly-opened business.

Katy’s Oldest Furniture Store
DESIGNER DISCOUNT FURNITURE OUTLET

50-70% OFF EVERYDAY PRICING

IN HOME COMPLEMENTARY DESIGN SERVICE

Tista’s Fine Furniture
CONTEMPORARY | RUSTIC | INDUSTRIAL | TRADITIONAL FURNITURE & DESIGN

HUGE MANUFACTURE 
LIQUIDATION SALE! 
EVERYTHING MUST GO 
TO MAKE ROOM FOR 
NEW INVENTORY.
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GUIDE A non-comprehensive guide to brunch spots and summer cocktails in the Katy area

Pets allowed

Brunch cocktail specials

Patio available

GUIDE

Summer is just around the corner, promising warmer weather for weekend brunches with 
friends and family. Eat your way through town and find your ideal, go-to brunch meal and 
summer cocktail with Community Impact Newspaper’s 2018 Katy brunch guide here: 

COMPILED BY R. HANS MILLER   DESIGNED BY ANYA GALLANT

2018 ULTIMATE

BRUNCH
b a c o n  &  w a f f l e s  &  c o c k t a i l s ,  o h

 m y

1  Black Bear Diner
TRY THIS: Cinnamon roll French toast 
is three slices of thick-cut cinnamon roll 
dipped in French toast batter and grilled, 
then topped with powdered sugar and 
drizzled with icing. The dish is served with 
fresh fruit. $8.99

BRUNCH COCKTAIL: Start off the morn-
ing or dip into the early afternoon with an 
Arnold Palmer. Named for the golf great, 
this beverage is a mix of black tea and sweet 
lemonade. $2.99 

Served: Daily 6 a.m.-10 p.m
24600 I-10, Ste. 900, Katy 
281-574-7902
www.blackbeardiner.com 

2  Dish Society
TRY THIS: Dish Society does brunch the 
Texas way with brisket ‘n eggs. The dish 
comes with smoked and pulled Texas bris-
ket with tomatillo relish, two cage-free sun-
ny-side up eggs and a side of smoked-gou-
da grits. The plate also comes with a fluffy 
buttermilk biscuit. $14

BRUNCH COCKTAIL: Management at Dish 
Society recommends brunchgoers try the 
frozen mimosa or a frozen lemonade. The 
mimosa is made with champagne and  

orange juice frozen and blended together to 
stave off the Texas heat while children can 
get fresh-squeezed juices. Frozen mimosas 
($8), fresh-squeezed juices  ($5.50). 

    

Served: Sat. 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m.,
Sun. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
281-394-7555
www.dishsociety.com 

3  La Baguette Bakery and Bistro
TRY THIS: Paella is a popular breakfast dish 
at La Baguette. The Spanish rice dish comes 
with rice in a fresh Spanish sauce, vegeta-
bles and a mix of seafood including shrimp, 
clams, oysters and more. $13.99

BRUNCH COCKTAIL: La Baguette is BYOB, 
but offers fresh smoothies made with 100 
percent mango, strawberry or pineapple 
juice to accompany their brunch selections. 
Prices vary.

Served: Sat.-Sun. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
21821 I-10, Ste. A-106, Katy
281-717-4651
www.facebook.com/labaguettebab

4  Local Table
TRY THIS: Local Table staffers recommend 
the crabcakes eggs Benedict to brunchgo-
ers. The dish is served with two blue-crab-
cakes with poached eggs served on freshly 

baked ciabatta bread and topped with a hol-
landaise sauce. The dish comes with a side of 
herb-roasted potatoes and fresh fruit. $15

BRUNCH COCKTAIL: Bartenders suggest 
the red or white sangria at Local Table. The 
drink is made with the diner’s choice of red 
or white wine mixed with vodka, orange 
juice, apple juice, simple syrup and club 
soda for a refreshing and crisp brunch 
beverage. $7

    

Served: Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
22756 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 100, Katy
832-913-6150
www.localtablehouston.com 

5  Peli Peli at LaCenterra
TRY THIS: Staff at Peli Peli recommend 
trying the schnitzel and deep-fried waffles. 
This dish features South African deep-fried 
waffles smothered in toppings. Waffles 
come with a side of crispy bacon and gold-
en chicken schnitzel with a sunny-side up 
egg on top. $16

BRUNCH COCKTAIL: Management at Peli 
Peli recommends the Protea Paloma. This 
cocktail is made with 100 percent agave 
tequila in the patron’s choice of house-in-
fused spicy or regular. Hints of grapefruit, 
elderflower and lemon are added to make 
this a refreshing brunch drink. $12

    

 Bloody marys ($5), carafe mimosas 
(five flavors, $12), infused-vodka carafes 
($25).

Summer is right around the corner and that 
means it’s time for dental exams for the 
entire family. With more than a decade of 
experience treating families in the Katy area,  
McKaskle Family Dentistry cares for their 
patients as they do their own families. Make 
an appointment today! 

1437 FM 1463 
Suite 200
Katy, TX 77494
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Kingsland Blvd.FM
 1

46
3

WEST KATY

WWW.SMILEKATY.COM 281-599-8003

We love seeing new smiles!
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Served: Sat.-Sun. 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
23501 Cinco Ranch, Ste. R140, Katy
281-257-9500
www.pelipeli.com 

6  The Rouxpour-Katy
TRY THIS: The French Quarter Fried Eggs 
and Boudin is one of the more popular 
brunch dishes at The Rouxpour. The plate 
features Cajun-style cornbread topped with 
blackened boudin and two fried eggs, and 
all of it is smothered in a crawfish etouffee. 
$16.99

BRUNCH COCKTAIL: Breakfast cocktails at 
The Rouxpour include a breakfast bloody 
mary. The bloody mary comes with the din-
er’s choice of extra toppings, such as bacon 
or shrimp. $10

    

Served: Sun. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
2643 Commercial Center Blvd., Ste. A100, 
Katy
832-546-5190
www.therouxpour.com  
www.facebook.com/TheRouxpourKaty 

7  Snappy’s Café & Grill
TRY THIS: Snappy’s does brunch the 
traditional way with omelet and sides. Try 
the Snappy’s Super Omelette made from 
scrambled eggs and stuffed with ham, 
bacon, cheese, onions, green peppers and 
mushrooms, and served with sliced toma-
toes and toast. $9.95

BRUNCH COCKTAIL: Diners will not find 
any alcohol at Snappy’s, but the restaurant 
serves bottomless coffee, tea and soft 
drinks all day. Orange, apple, tomato and 
grapefruit juice are also available.  
Prices vary.

Served: Mon.-Sat. 6 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Sun. 6 a.m.-2 p.m. 
5803 Hwy. 90 Katy
281-391-8163
www.snappyskatytx.com

8  Snooze an A.M. Eatery
TRY THIS: Staff at Snooze recommend the 
pineapple upside-down pancakes. The dish 
consists of caramelized pineapple chunks 
in buttermilk pancakes with a housemade 
vanilla creme anglaise and cinnamon but-
ter. These pancakes are popular with diners 

and even inspired a lip balm by Sweet Bee 
Sisters. $7.50

BRUNCH COCKTAIL: Bacon lovers can try 
the Boss Hog, a bloody mary made with 
Cyrus Noble Bourbon and infused in-house 
with bacon fat and mixed with Snooze’s 
House Bloody Mix. Add a slice of crisp 
bacon instead of celery. $8

    

Served: Daily 6:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., K100, Katy
281-394-7780
www.snoozeeatery.com 

9  Sweet Paris Creperie & Cafe
TRY THIS: One popular item on the Sweet 
Paris menu is The Houstonian. This break-
fast crepe includes mozzarella cheese, ba-
con, sausage, potatoes and fresh jalapenos. 
The Houstonian and all other crepes can be 
made with vegan and gluten-free batters. 
$9.25

BRUNCH COCKTAIL: The creperie serves 
a variety of beer and wine, but company 
representatives said the most popular 
brunch cocktail is the mimosa. Mimosas are 
made with an even mix of sparkling wine 
and orange juice for a refreshing morning or 
early afternoon drink. $7

Served: Daily 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. S120, Katy
281-394-5995
www.sweetparis.com 

10  Texas Mesquite Grill
TRY THIS: Management at Texas Mesquite 
said their most popular brunch items are 
the buttermilk pancakes and the country 
breakfast tacos. The buttermilk pancakes 
come in a stack of three flapjacks with 
butter and syrup and a side of bacon. $8.95 
The country breakfast tacos come with 
the diner’s choice of two tacos with either  
bacon or brisket in a warm tortilla stuffed 
with scrambled eggs. $7.95. Cheese may 
be added for $0.75. 

BRUNCH COCKTAIL: Wash down the 
brisket with the peach Bellini. The bartend-
er serves this cold mix of champagne and 
peach liqueur in a wine glass. $4.95

    

 Mimosa($3.50), bloody mary 
($4.50), Cadillac Bloody Mary ($5.95).

Served: Sun. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
20095 I-10., Katy
281-829-0444
www.texasmesquitegrill.com

11  World of Beer
TRY THIS: Management at the pub recom-
mend readers try the Applewood-smoked 
bacon Benedict. Crispy-cooked ap-
plewood-smoked bacon is served on a 
freshly made buttermilk biscuit topped 
with poached eggs, a hollandaise sauce 
and served with a side of tater tots. Chicken 
and waffles is also available for someone 
wanting a traditional brunch. $10

BRUNCH COCKTAIL: World of Beer serves 
their version of a mimosa with their Beer-
mosa. The bartender uses the white wheat 
beer on tap to create this drink with the 
brew and a splash of orange juice. $4

    

Served: Sun. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
2643 Commercial Center Blvd., Ste. B390, 
Katy
281-394-9625
www.worldofbeer.com 

• Bathing
• Grooming
• Assistance with
   ambulation
• Medication
   Reminders

• Meal Preparation
• Laundry
• Change Bed Linens
• Shopping & Errands

• Doctors Appointments
• Religious Services
• Visit to Friends
   and Family
• Dining Out, Movies,
   Sporting Events

• Provide Support
   Friendship, Socialization
• Alzheimer and
   Memory Care
• Respite Care
• Hospital Sitting
• 24 Hour Care

Call us today for a complimentary initial visit, to
evaluate your needs, and help you develop a plan of care.

Our passion for seniors 
and the choice to
“age at home” in a

safe environment is
why we do what we do.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
BY REGISTERED NURSES

713-785-5501
www.homebridgecare.com

Assisted Living In-Home Care Services
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 Offi cials are working on plans for a 
proposed Cypress Creek Reservoir, 
while a new study for improvements 
to the Barker Reservoir was 
approved by Fort Bend County 
commissioners in April. 

For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.

Cypress Creek 290
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Out of 58,516 total

22,908

99% 99%

Eligible 
applicants

Eligible 
applicants

Home inspections 
completed

Housing and 
other disaster- 

related expenses 

MHU/RV housed

Distributed manufactured 
housing units, trailers 

National Flood 
Insurance 
Program

Small Business 
Administration 

(SBA)

Transitional Sheltering 
Assistance Program

Households still in 
FEMA-funded hotels  

$95.80 
million

$757.26 
million

185 1,336
70 415

35103 886

55 267

51

696

3,799 total claims 47,035 total claims

$203.53 M $2.93 B

$306.02 M 
for 3,380 loans

$1.41 B 
for 17,353 loans 

619

7,752
SOURCES: FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY, SMALL BUSINESS ASSOCIATION, TEXAS 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCES: FORT BEND COUNTY, CITY OF 
KATY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: TEXAS GENERAL LAND OFFICE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Out of 450,699 total

180,454

T h e  l o n g  r o a d  t o

T r a c k i n g  c o u n t y  u p d a t e s  p o s t  H a r v e y

Housed applicants

Found own solution

Processing applicants

Approved 
registrations 

for FEMA 
assistance

PREP program 
homes repaired

12

The Katy area includes portions of Fort Bend and Harris counties. For 
FEM A’s direct housing assistance, most displaced victims found their 
own solution. Here is a breakdown of county recovery as of May 4.

City and state offi cials 
and offi cials from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
have proposed plans to 
create a Cypress Creek 
Reservoir to mitigate future 
fl ooding. The reservoir was 
proposed years ago 
and was never 
created. 

• Fort Bend commissioners voted April 25 to 
fund a feasability study to build a levee on 
the back side of the Barker Reservoir. 

Funding amount  $67,200

Study for a levee

Future 
reservoir

 CONTINUED FROM 1

Homeowner Assistance

Provides funding for rehabilitation 
and reconstruction of owner-
occupied single-family homes. 

Local Buyout and Acquisition

Allows eligible homeowners to sell 
their home to the government and 
relocate outside of a fl ood plain. 

Homeowner Reimbursement

Allows homeowners be reimbursed 
for expenses for repairs made to 
their home during reconstruction or 
mitigation up to $50,000.

Homelessness Prevention 

Provides assistance, including 
short-term mortgage and rental 
assistance, to help prevent 
homelessness in Harvey-hit areas.

Affordable Rental

Provides funding for reconstruction 
and new construction of affordable 
multifamily housing projects. 

Local Infrastructure 

Will provide disaster relief and 
restoration of infrastructure for 
local communities. 

Economic Revitalization

Provides interim assistance to 
businesses through deferred 
forgivable loans, retention for low- 
and moderate-income employees. 

$1.048 billion

$413 million 

$275 million

$100 million 

$100 million 

$50 million 

$250 million 

PROPOSED PROGRAMS:

Taking action

Backing for a bond
• On May 8, Gov. Greg Abbott approved a request 

by the Harris County Commissioners Court to 
hold a  multibillion-dollar bond election on 
Aug. 25 for fl ood control projects.

• If approved, the bonds issued would provide 
funding for fl ood mitigation studies and projects 
by the Harris County Flood Control District.

$5 billion
MORE THAN 

HAS BEEN 
ALLOCATED FOR 

DISASTER 
RECOVERY.

• The levee would largely benefi t residents of 
Cinco Ranch, Kelliwood and Canyon Gate. 

Relief 
in sight
Katy-area reservoirs

THE TEXAS GENERAL LAND 
OFFICE’S STATE ACTION PLAN 

FOR HURRICANE HARVEY 
OUTLINES HOW FUNDS WILL 
BE ALLOCATED TO IMPACTED 

AREAS ACROSS THE STATE. 

Below are a few of the programs 
included in the State Action Plan, 
which has yet to be approved by 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development.

initially being denied, Marki-
ton said she fi nally received 
notice she was approved for 
housing weeks aft er making 
the daily commute to Conroe. 

“[The notice]  told me the 
nearest hotel with availability 
was [in]  El Paso, because  there 
was just nothing,” she said. 

Markiton was approved 
for FEMA housing assistance 
through the form of a man-
ufactured housing unit, or 

Management coordinator.
FEMA offi  cials said a hous-

ing study is typically conducted 
for each natural disaster. Offi  -
cials would not comment on 
whether any of the 2016 pro-
posed solutions, if followed up 
on, could have helped lessen 
the burden on displaced Har-
vey families as of press time. 

Braun said other disasters 
may have caused FEMA to redi-
rect its resources, but agreed 
it was frustrating that nothing 
came of the studies. Hebert 
echoed his sentiments. 

“All I know is that if you did 
a study and you had data that 
said you needed to improve, it 
seems to me that a reasonable 
person would have taken steps 
to be positioned to do a bet-
ter job the next time,” Hebert 
said. “That’s not what we see 
with Harvey. It’s business as 
usual. Especially in the terms 
of long-term recovery.” 

Disaster Recovery Manager 
Caroline Egan had already 
been working  for the FBCOEM 
when the 2016 fl oodings 
occurred and said the hous-
ing shortage that ensued 
during Harvey was somewhat 
expected. She said following 
Harvey she sent the 2016 study 
to the Texas Division of Emer-
gency Management. 

“I sent it up to TDEM and 
said, ‘Hey, we need help; 
here’s the study from last year 
… this is still a need for us,’” 
Egan said. “That’s when ... we 
are starting to hear that these 

trailers and manufactured 
housing units are showing up 
on people’s properties, not 
just in Fort Bend County, but 
all across the state.” 

Immediately following Har-
vey, Gov. Greg Abbott issued 
the Texas General Land Offi  ce 
to take over TDEM’s responsi-
bility with short-term recovery 
eff orts. It was the fi rst time 
in Texas history that a state 
agency was involved in the 
short-term recovery process fol-
lowing a natural disaster, said 
Brittany Eck, press secretary for 
the Texas General Land Offi  ce. 

Egan said most local juris-
dictions were used to coordi-
nating with the TDEM aft er a 
natural disaster, not the GLO, 
which could explain why 
there was miscommunication 
about trailers and housing. 

Under the GLO and through 
FEMA, new short-term hous-
ing programs that include the 
distribution of manufactured 
housing units and trailers, 
as well as repair and rebuild 
programs, were introduced to 
Harvey victims immediately 
following the storm. Nine 
months aft er the storm, fed-
eral agencies are still working 
with local jurisdictions to get 
families back home.

The most recent solution that 
could provide relief includes 
the GLO’s State Action Plan, 
which outlines how nearly $5 

billion in 
congressio-
nal fund-
ing will be 
a l l o c a t e d 
across the 
41 aff ected counties to address 
housing  solutions and 
resources. 

GLO offi  cials said once the 
action plan and details for the 
allocations are approved by the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, the 
GLO will work with local juris-
dictions to implement those 
programs. The plan was sub-
mitted to HUD on May 8. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

One option available to 
displaced residents includes 
FEMA’s transitional shelter 
assistance program, which 
allows eligible renters and 
homeowners to stay in a FEMA-
funded hotel as long as they 
meet certain requirements. 

As of May 4, there were 51 
Fort Bend County residents 
and 619 Harris County resi-
dents living in FEMA-founded 
hotels, according to FEMA 
spokesperson Lauren Hersh.   

A Cinco Ranch resident for 
16 years, Evangelina Connors  
said she and her husband have 
been living in a FEMA-funded 
hotel, a Best Western near Katy 
Mills, since the middle of Sep-
tember. They applied for FEMA 
assistance the day of the storm; 
it took four weeks for the cou-
ple  to get into a hotel through 
FEMA’s TSA program. 

“We were literally calling, 
and we were driving from 
place to place to place [to fi nd 
a hotel],” Connors said. “And 
they said we don’t have enough 

hotels for 
the FEMA 
program. … 
There was a 
shortage.” 

Connors 
said she looked for an apart-
ment and was unable to fi nd 
anything aff ordable. 

“They required too long a 
lease, and they were as high as 
our mortgage,” Connors said. 

Lack of aff ordable apart-
ments are another component 
to the temporary housing 
shortage the county faces. 
Braun said the infl ux of new 
apartments with high rents 
might have made it diffi  cult for 
victims to fi nd housing. 

Average Katy-area apart-
ment rates spiked in August 
and September due to the 
increased demand, jumping 
from $1,113 in May to $1,176 
in September, according to 
Apartment Data Services. 

“From Katy down past Pecan 
Grove down to Richmond, it’s 
unbelievable how many apart-
ment complexes have been 
built over the last three years or 
so, and there’s nothing aff ord-
able about any of those,” Braun 
said. “That is part of the issue. 
It doesn’t matter where you 
live aft er a disaster … [when] 
you have to go fi nd some other 
place to live and you still have 
to pay [a] mortgage ... you prob-
ably don’t have the income to 
basically have two houses.” 

One of the proposed pro-
grams included in the State 
Action Plan that could poten-
tially address this issue is the 
Aff ordable Rental program, 
which would allocate $250 
million for reconstruction and 
construction of new aff ordable 

housing projects in 
areas aff ected by 
Harvey.

Many of the pro-
posed programs 
may not help fami-
lies in more affl  uent areas like 
Katy.  GLO offi  cials said many 
comments they have received 
raise concern over a require-
ment that 70 percent of the 
funding be spent in low- to 
moderate-income areas. 

“The problem we have is... 
100 percent of the homes 
that fl ooded were not low to 
moderate income,” Fort Bend 
County Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Andy Meyers said. 

Offi  cials said they are aware 
of this concern.

“Disasters don’t just impact 
low- to moderate-income peo-
ple, they impact entire commu-
nities,” said Heather Lagrone, 
deputy director of  community 
development and revitalization 
for the GLO. “In the past, HUD 
has waived that requirement 
down to 50 percent...and we’ve 
asked for that consideration.”  

HUD has 45 days to approve 
the fi nal plan. In past disasters, 
the process has taken up to fi ve 
months, according to Eck.  

“[We] hope that it will be an 
expedited process,” she said.

For families like the Con-
nors and the Markitons, help 
cannot come soon enough. 

‘THE FORGOTTEN PEOPLE’

FEMA’s TSA program ends 
May 31 and will force hun-
dreds of families to check out 
of their hotels by June 1. FEMA 
offi  cials said they are not 
sure if another extension will 
be provided aft er the June 1 
deadline. Six extensions have 

already been made.
Standing on her 

front porch outside 
of her Cinco Ranch 
home on a sunny 
April aft ernoon, 

Connors said she is not sure 
where to go aft er the deadline 
hits. About 10  dump trucks 
carrying dirt to restore Buff alo 
Bayou drive by. 

The sounds of hammers 
pounding and saws cutting 
wood fi ll the air of the neigh-
borhood, of which Connors 
estimates is home to only 
about 20 percent of the people 
who used to live there. 

“To be honest, when we 
walk into our home, it’s not our 
home anymore,” Connors said. 
“We don’t see it the same way.” 

The Markitons have up to 18 
months to stay in their trailer 
before FEMA retrieves it. 

Aft er waiting for weeks 
for  a loan while their house 
remained empty, the Marki-
tons were approved for their 
last Small Business Admin-
istration loan May 16. Marki-
ton said she can now start on 
the fi nal repairs, but it may 
be another four weeks before 
they are able to move back in, 
marking almost a year since 
Harvey hit. 

 “I don’t think as a whole 
the nation does not believe or 
understands the level of peo-
ple that  at this point have been 
left  behind—the forgotten 
people of Harvey,” Markiton 
said. “There are homes in this 
community that have not been 
touched since Harvey, and this 
is not the only community.”

trailer, in November. She and 
her family were not able to 
move into the trailer until 
March 26,  seven months aft er 
Harvey hit.

“In eight months we’ve had 
three homes,” Markiton said. 
“I want that fi nal move to be 
into my house.”

Of the 6,800 homes that 
fl ooded in Fort Bend County 
where Markiton’s home is 
located, 3,000 were in the 
Katy area near the Barker 
Reservoir. The housing crisis 

Markiton and her family expe-
rienced is something county 
offi  cials said they knew could 
happen. 

“What we are always con-
cerned about is the number of 
people that were displaced by 
a storm like Harvey and how 
were they being handled on the 
issue of temporary housing,” 
Fort Bend County Judge Robert 
Hebert said. “Right now, it’s a 
very spotty performance.” 

‘BUSINESS AS USUAL’ 

According to county offi  -
cials, FEMA conducted two 
direct housing assessments 
following the Tax Day and the 
Memorial Day fl ooding events 
in 2016. The second study, 
completed in July 2016, identi-
fi ed Fort Bend as having a sig-
nifi cant unmet need for hous-
ing assistance. 

FEMA concluded three 
counties, including Fort Bend, 
should receive housing assis-
tance in the form of manufac-
tured housing units and that a 
state-led disaster housing task 
force should be implemented. 
Despite these proposed solu-
tions, nothing ever came of 
the studies, according to Fort 
Bend County offi  cials.

“Then for some unknown 
reason, I don’t think we ever 
found out an answer, [FEMA] 
just didn’t follow through; they 
just said they weren’t going to 
end up off ering the program,” 
said Jeff  Braun, Fort Bend 
County Offi  ce of Emergency 
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 Offi cials are working on plans for a 
proposed Cypress Creek Reservoir, 
while a new study for improvements 
to the Barker Reservoir was 
approved by Fort Bend County 
commissioners in April. 

For more information, visit  
communityimpact.com.
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Out of 58,516 total

22,908

99% 99%

Eligible 
applicants

Eligible 
applicants

Home inspections 
completed

Housing and 
other disaster- 

related expenses 

MHU/RV housed

Distributed manufactured 
housing units, trailers 

National Flood 
Insurance 
Program

Small Business 
Administration 

(SBA)

Transitional Sheltering 
Assistance Program

Households still in 
FEMA-funded hotels  

$95.80 
million

$757.26 
million

185 1,336
70 415

35103 886

55 267

51

696

3,799 total claims 47,035 total claims

$203.53 M $2.93 B

$306.02 M 
for 3,380 loans

$1.41 B 
for 17,353 loans 

619

7,752
SOURCES: FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY, SMALL BUSINESS ASSOCIATION, TEXAS 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCES: FORT BEND COUNTY, CITY OF 
KATY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: TEXAS GENERAL LAND OFFICE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Out of 450,699 total

180,454

T h e  l o n g  r o a d  t o

T r a c k i n g  c o u n t y  u p d a t e s  p o s t  H a r v e y

Housed applicants

Found own solution

Processing applicants

Approved 
registrations 

for FEMA 
assistance

PREP program 
homes repaired

12

The Katy area includes portions of Fort Bend and Harris counties. For 
FEM A’s direct housing assistance, most displaced victims found their 
own solution. Here is a breakdown of county recovery as of May 4.

City and state offi cials 
and offi cials from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
have proposed plans to 
create a Cypress Creek 
Reservoir to mitigate future 
fl ooding. The reservoir was 
proposed years ago 
and was never 
created. 

• Fort Bend commissioners voted April 25 to 
fund a feasability study to build a levee on 
the back side of the Barker Reservoir. 

Funding amount  $67,200

Study for a levee

Future 
reservoir

 CONTINUED FROM 1

Homeowner Assistance

Provides funding for rehabilitation 
and reconstruction of owner-
occupied single-family homes. 

Local Buyout and Acquisition

Allows eligible homeowners to sell 
their home to the government and 
relocate outside of a fl ood plain. 

Homeowner Reimbursement

Allows homeowners be reimbursed 
for expenses for repairs made to 
their home during reconstruction or 
mitigation up to $50,000.

Homelessness Prevention 

Provides assistance, including 
short-term mortgage and rental 
assistance, to help prevent 
homelessness in Harvey-hit areas.

Affordable Rental

Provides funding for reconstruction 
and new construction of affordable 
multifamily housing projects. 

Local Infrastructure 

Will provide disaster relief and 
restoration of infrastructure for 
local communities. 

Economic Revitalization

Provides interim assistance to 
businesses through deferred 
forgivable loans, retention for low- 
and moderate-income employees. 

$1.048 billion

$413 million 

$275 million

$100 million 

$100 million 

$50 million 

$250 million 

PROPOSED PROGRAMS:

Taking action

Backing for a bond
• On May 8, Gov. Greg Abbott approved a request 

by the Harris County Commissioners Court to 
hold a  multibillion-dollar bond election on 
Aug. 25 for fl ood control projects.

• If approved, the bonds issued would provide 
funding for fl ood mitigation studies and projects 
by the Harris County Flood Control District.

$5 billion
MORE THAN 

HAS BEEN 
ALLOCATED FOR 

DISASTER 
RECOVERY.

• The levee would largely benefi t residents of 
Cinco Ranch, Kelliwood and Canyon Gate. 

Relief 
in sight
Katy-area reservoirs

THE TEXAS GENERAL LAND 
OFFICE’S STATE ACTION PLAN 

FOR HURRICANE HARVEY 
OUTLINES HOW FUNDS WILL 
BE ALLOCATED TO IMPACTED 

AREAS ACROSS THE STATE. 

Below are a few of the programs 
included in the State Action Plan, 
which has yet to be approved by 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development.

initially being denied, Marki-
ton said she fi nally received 
notice she was approved for 
housing weeks aft er making 
the daily commute to Conroe. 

“[The notice]  told me the 
nearest hotel with availability 
was [in]  El Paso, because  there 
was just nothing,” she said. 

Markiton was approved 
for FEMA housing assistance 
through the form of a man-
ufactured housing unit, or 

Management coordinator.
FEMA offi  cials said a hous-

ing study is typically conducted 
for each natural disaster. Offi  -
cials would not comment on 
whether any of the 2016 pro-
posed solutions, if followed up 
on, could have helped lessen 
the burden on displaced Har-
vey families as of press time. 

Braun said other disasters 
may have caused FEMA to redi-
rect its resources, but agreed 
it was frustrating that nothing 
came of the studies. Hebert 
echoed his sentiments. 

“All I know is that if you did 
a study and you had data that 
said you needed to improve, it 
seems to me that a reasonable 
person would have taken steps 
to be positioned to do a bet-
ter job the next time,” Hebert 
said. “That’s not what we see 
with Harvey. It’s business as 
usual. Especially in the terms 
of long-term recovery.” 

Disaster Recovery Manager 
Caroline Egan had already 
been working  for the FBCOEM 
when the 2016 fl oodings 
occurred and said the hous-
ing shortage that ensued 
during Harvey was somewhat 
expected. She said following 
Harvey she sent the 2016 study 
to the Texas Division of Emer-
gency Management. 

“I sent it up to TDEM and 
said, ‘Hey, we need help; 
here’s the study from last year 
… this is still a need for us,’” 
Egan said. “That’s when ... we 
are starting to hear that these 

trailers and manufactured 
housing units are showing up 
on people’s properties, not 
just in Fort Bend County, but 
all across the state.” 

Immediately following Har-
vey, Gov. Greg Abbott issued 
the Texas General Land Offi  ce 
to take over TDEM’s responsi-
bility with short-term recovery 
eff orts. It was the fi rst time 
in Texas history that a state 
agency was involved in the 
short-term recovery process fol-
lowing a natural disaster, said 
Brittany Eck, press secretary for 
the Texas General Land Offi  ce. 

Egan said most local juris-
dictions were used to coordi-
nating with the TDEM aft er a 
natural disaster, not the GLO, 
which could explain why 
there was miscommunication 
about trailers and housing. 

Under the GLO and through 
FEMA, new short-term hous-
ing programs that include the 
distribution of manufactured 
housing units and trailers, 
as well as repair and rebuild 
programs, were introduced to 
Harvey victims immediately 
following the storm. Nine 
months aft er the storm, fed-
eral agencies are still working 
with local jurisdictions to get 
families back home.

The most recent solution that 
could provide relief includes 
the GLO’s State Action Plan, 
which outlines how nearly $5 

billion in 
congressio-
nal fund-
ing will be 
a l l o c a t e d 
across the 
41 aff ected counties to address 
housing  solutions and 
resources. 

GLO offi  cials said once the 
action plan and details for the 
allocations are approved by the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, the 
GLO will work with local juris-
dictions to implement those 
programs. The plan was sub-
mitted to HUD on May 8. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

One option available to 
displaced residents includes 
FEMA’s transitional shelter 
assistance program, which 
allows eligible renters and 
homeowners to stay in a FEMA-
funded hotel as long as they 
meet certain requirements. 

As of May 4, there were 51 
Fort Bend County residents 
and 619 Harris County resi-
dents living in FEMA-founded 
hotels, according to FEMA 
spokesperson Lauren Hersh.   

A Cinco Ranch resident for 
16 years, Evangelina Connors  
said she and her husband have 
been living in a FEMA-funded 
hotel, a Best Western near Katy 
Mills, since the middle of Sep-
tember. They applied for FEMA 
assistance the day of the storm; 
it took four weeks for the cou-
ple  to get into a hotel through 
FEMA’s TSA program. 

“We were literally calling, 
and we were driving from 
place to place to place [to fi nd 
a hotel],” Connors said. “And 
they said we don’t have enough 

hotels for 
the FEMA 
program. … 
There was a 
shortage.” 

Connors 
said she looked for an apart-
ment and was unable to fi nd 
anything aff ordable. 

“They required too long a 
lease, and they were as high as 
our mortgage,” Connors said. 

Lack of aff ordable apart-
ments are another component 
to the temporary housing 
shortage the county faces. 
Braun said the infl ux of new 
apartments with high rents 
might have made it diffi  cult for 
victims to fi nd housing. 

Average Katy-area apart-
ment rates spiked in August 
and September due to the 
increased demand, jumping 
from $1,113 in May to $1,176 
in September, according to 
Apartment Data Services. 

“From Katy down past Pecan 
Grove down to Richmond, it’s 
unbelievable how many apart-
ment complexes have been 
built over the last three years or 
so, and there’s nothing aff ord-
able about any of those,” Braun 
said. “That is part of the issue. 
It doesn’t matter where you 
live aft er a disaster … [when] 
you have to go fi nd some other 
place to live and you still have 
to pay [a] mortgage ... you prob-
ably don’t have the income to 
basically have two houses.” 

One of the proposed pro-
grams included in the State 
Action Plan that could poten-
tially address this issue is the 
Aff ordable Rental program, 
which would allocate $250 
million for reconstruction and 
construction of new aff ordable 

housing projects in 
areas aff ected by 
Harvey.

Many of the pro-
posed programs 
may not help fami-
lies in more affl  uent areas like 
Katy.  GLO offi  cials said many 
comments they have received 
raise concern over a require-
ment that 70 percent of the 
funding be spent in low- to 
moderate-income areas. 

“The problem we have is... 
100 percent of the homes 
that fl ooded were not low to 
moderate income,” Fort Bend 
County Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Andy Meyers said. 

Offi  cials said they are aware 
of this concern.

“Disasters don’t just impact 
low- to moderate-income peo-
ple, they impact entire commu-
nities,” said Heather Lagrone, 
deputy director of  community 
development and revitalization 
for the GLO. “In the past, HUD 
has waived that requirement 
down to 50 percent...and we’ve 
asked for that consideration.”  

HUD has 45 days to approve 
the fi nal plan. In past disasters, 
the process has taken up to fi ve 
months, according to Eck.  

“[We] hope that it will be an 
expedited process,” she said.

For families like the Con-
nors and the Markitons, help 
cannot come soon enough. 

‘THE FORGOTTEN PEOPLE’

FEMA’s TSA program ends 
May 31 and will force hun-
dreds of families to check out 
of their hotels by June 1. FEMA 
offi  cials said they are not 
sure if another extension will 
be provided aft er the June 1 
deadline. Six extensions have 

already been made.
Standing on her 

front porch outside 
of her Cinco Ranch 
home on a sunny 
April aft ernoon, 

Connors said she is not sure 
where to go aft er the deadline 
hits. About 10  dump trucks 
carrying dirt to restore Buff alo 
Bayou drive by. 

The sounds of hammers 
pounding and saws cutting 
wood fi ll the air of the neigh-
borhood, of which Connors 
estimates is home to only 
about 20 percent of the people 
who used to live there. 

“To be honest, when we 
walk into our home, it’s not our 
home anymore,” Connors said. 
“We don’t see it the same way.” 

The Markitons have up to 18 
months to stay in their trailer 
before FEMA retrieves it. 

Aft er waiting for weeks 
for  a loan while their house 
remained empty, the Marki-
tons were approved for their 
last Small Business Admin-
istration loan May 16. Marki-
ton said she can now start on 
the fi nal repairs, but it may 
be another four weeks before 
they are able to move back in, 
marking almost a year since 
Harvey hit. 

 “I don’t think as a whole 
the nation does not believe or 
understands the level of peo-
ple that  at this point have been 
left  behind—the forgotten 
people of Harvey,” Markiton 
said. “There are homes in this 
community that have not been 
touched since Harvey, and this 
is not the only community.”

trailer, in November. She and 
her family were not able to 
move into the trailer until 
March 26,  seven months aft er 
Harvey hit.

“In eight months we’ve had 
three homes,” Markiton said. 
“I want that fi nal move to be 
into my house.”

Of the 6,800 homes that 
fl ooded in Fort Bend County 
where Markiton’s home is 
located, 3,000 were in the 
Katy area near the Barker 
Reservoir. The housing crisis 

Markiton and her family expe-
rienced is something county 
offi  cials said they knew could 
happen. 

“What we are always con-
cerned about is the number of 
people that were displaced by 
a storm like Harvey and how 
were they being handled on the 
issue of temporary housing,” 
Fort Bend County Judge Robert 
Hebert said. “Right now, it’s a 
very spotty performance.” 

‘BUSINESS AS USUAL’ 

According to county offi  -
cials, FEMA conducted two 
direct housing assessments 
following the Tax Day and the 
Memorial Day fl ooding events 
in 2016. The second study, 
completed in July 2016, identi-
fi ed Fort Bend as having a sig-
nifi cant unmet need for hous-
ing assistance. 

FEMA concluded three 
counties, including Fort Bend, 
should receive housing assis-
tance in the form of manufac-
tured housing units and that a 
state-led disaster housing task 
force should be implemented. 
Despite these proposed solu-
tions, nothing ever came of 
the studies, according to Fort 
Bend County offi  cials.

“Then for some unknown 
reason, I don’t think we ever 
found out an answer, [FEMA] 
just didn’t follow through; they 
just said they weren’t going to 
end up off ering the program,” 
said Jeff  Braun, Fort Bend 
County Offi  ce of Emergency 

S TATS

Direct housing

Opening August 2018 - Currently Accepting Applications  

Rooted in Catholic tradition,
Epiphany of the Lord Catholic School 

promotes growth in the foundations of faith, 
knowledge, compassion, and character.

Mission Statement

1530 Norwalk Dr. Katy, Texas • 832-391-6500  |  epiphanycatholic.school  |  @EpiphanySchKaty in

Now Accepting Applications

Opening August 2018

www.EpiphanyCatholic.School
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PlotTing 
P rKs

Municipalities are creating new 
parks in the Katy area, and a  variety 
of park improvements have recently 
been completed or are in the works. 
City, county and municipal utility 
districts are working together to 
create recreational spaces for area 
residents. 
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20  Rick Rice Park

   
Features: community garden, security

12   Bear Creek Pioneers Park

                  

      
Features: equestrian trails, museum

13   Four Seasons Park

   

14   George Bush Park/Barker 
Reservoir

                  

      
Features: equestrian trail, model 
airplane airport, shooting range

HarrIs CounTy

InstErstAte Mud

10   Freedom Park

         
Features: Veteran’s Me morial

11  Jones Creek Ranch Park

      

FoRt Bend CounTy

15   John Paul’s Landing

               

16   Katy Park

        

17   Mary Jo Peckham Park

                  

Features: mini golf, disc golf

18   Paul D. Rushing Park

                  

   
Features: cricket fi eld, boardwalk

19  Terry Hershey Park

               
Features: butterfl y garden, 
boating, showers, community 
garden

21  Central Green at LaCenterra

Features: stage, live entertainment

WillOw Fork 
DraiNage DistRict

8  VFW Park

         

9  Woodsland Park

         

2  Katy City Park

                  
Features:  Disability-accessible 
playground, arboretum

3  Katy Dog Park

      
4  Katy Downtown Plaza

      
Features: visitor’s center

5  Katy Heritage Park

6  Railroad Park Information & 
Tourist Center

Features: visitor’s center

7  Thomas Park

      

City oF Katy

1  Cullen Park

          
Features: archery, splashpad

City oF HousTon

 Coming amenities: outdoor 
museum, visitor’s center, stage

Coming amenities: 
community center, lake 
boardwalks

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.

N

1093

A
V

E
. D

A
V

E
. C

1ST ST.

2ND ST.

3RD ST.

A
V

E
. B

A
V

E
. A

GEORGE BUSH DR.

99

7

8

P P P

P Parking

3RD ST.

2ND ST.

A
V

E
. C

A
V

E
. B

NVisitor’s center

Civic 
center

CINCO RANCH BLVD.

The city of Katy appro ved 
a new park with civic and 
visitors centers April 23. 
John Paul’s Landing opened 
with a fi shing lake and other 
amenities on the same day.

Environmental 
Center

MORTON RD.

Katy 
dOwntOwn 
PlazA

John Paul S 
LandIng

'
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Park

SOURCES: CITY OF KATY, HARRIS COUNTY, 
FORT BEND COUNTY, INTERSTATE M UD, 
WILLOW FORK DRAINAGE DISTRICT/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Animal observation

Baseball/softball

Basketball

Community center

Dog-friendly

Fishing

Fitness center

Museum

Pavilion/gazebo

Playground

Pool

Public restrooms

Soccer 

Tennis

Walking/biking 
tr ails

THIS IS NOT A COMPREHENSIVE LIST 
OF ALL PARKS IN THE KATY AREA.

4

15

AVE. D

PerkS

said adding fl ood mitigation to green 
spaces, such as John Paul’s Landing 
Park is  important. 

Commissioner Steve Radack of Har-
ris County Precinct 3 said parks that 
are co ming to the Katy area and those 
being expanded are invaluable to the 
community, especially children. He said 
it is important for Katy residents to have 
green spaces to go to and bond with 
neighbors and be active.

“The assets of parks and getting fam-
ilies out together—getting them physi-
cally active, you name it—it’s the way 
to travel, particularly in the climate we 
live in,” Radack said.

A NEW FISHING HOLE

Harris County has opened John 
Paul’s Landing Park. The park is 
named aft er former Pope John Paul II, 
Radack said.

Aft er 17 years of development, 
Harris County Precinct 3 opened the 
park on  April 23, Radack said. The 
865-acre park lies between Katy and 
Cypress. 

The park prominently features a 
fi shing lake, Radack said. It also fea-
tures fi sh cleaning stations, an outdoor 
gym and playgrounds. 

Radack said he sees the park as a 
model to be duplicated. While devel-
opment has been slow, he said, the 
park’s lake was excavated cost-eff ec-
tively using agreements with develop-
ers. Builders removed dirt from the site 
for fi ll soil. Radack estimated tens of 
millions of dollars  have been saved as 
a result. He compared the park’s cost 
to that of Discovery Green, which cost 
$85 million.

“We’re not anywhere near that,” 
Radack said. “We won’t ever get to that 
because we’re getting so much of this 
done by developers taking soil off .” 

The county paid $1.1 million dol-
lars for the property in 2001 and more 
than $11 million on park amenities 
since then, Radack said. Funding was 
supplemented by $1 million from the 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department . 

Katy Prairie Conservancy Vice Pres-
ident Elisa Donovan said the organi-
zation, which promotes preservation 
of prairies around Katy, is pleased the 
park is already attracting wildlife. 

“The Katy Prairie has been desig-
nated a globally important bird-watch-
ing area by [the National Audubon 
Society], so if John Paul’s Landing is 
doing more to protect and enhance 
our natural areas for migrating birds, 
that’s great,” Donovan said.

Donovan said  the conservancy 
hopes park development will focus 

on preserving the environment and 
is encouraged by added interest in 
nature programs nearby. 

Development for the park is not yet 
complete, Radack said. Future develop-
ment will include expansion of the fi sh-
ing lake, which also provides limited 
fl ood mitigation in the area. 

“It’s what we call a wet-bottom lake; 
water’s going to stay in it, but it’ll be at 
a level where it can receive more water,” 
Radack said.  

An environmental education center 
will be added to the park, Radack said. 
Radack said the center will  host envi-
ronmental education classes. 

Donovan said the conservancy is 
excited about any addition to environ-
mental education in the Katy commu-
nity. 

“What we tried to do was make it 
as best as we could, totally and com-
pletely family-oriented. Hopefully, 
we’ve achieved that,” Radack said.

PRESERVING HERITAGE

The city of Katy approved a $5 mil-
lion project to revitalize the city’s Old 
Katy District square in April. The city 
will use $1.5 million in hotel occu-
pancy tax funds, $500,000 in insur-
ance funds from damage to the old city 
administration building and $3 million 
in bonds approved by voters in 2000 to 
pay for the project.  

Groundbreaking for the project will 
occur in June or July. 

Kayce Reina, Katy’s director of tour-
ism, marketing and public relations, 
said the project will create a place resi-
dents can celebrate Katy’s heritage. 

“When the city  was initially 
founded, that was the gathering place 
for the people of Katy,” Reina said. “It’s 
extremely important to us to go back 
to our heritage to recreate a gathering 
place for our city.” 

Most of the old city offi  ce building 
on Avenue C will be removed and the 
remainder remodeled.  The City Annex 
on Second Street will also be remod-
eled. An outdoor museum under the 
water tower will show Katy’s history. 

During an April 18 presentation to the 
city’s Convention and Tourism Bureau 
about the project, Reina and City 
Administrator Byron Hebert empha-
sized this is just the fi rst phase for the 
plaza. Water and electrical lines will be 
installed for future improvements, such 
as lighting, an outdoor stage and cov-
ered walkway. 

Hebert said that funding from hotels 
throughout the city could help fund 
future improvements to the plaza. This 
includes new hotels coming into the 
Katy Boardwalk project being devel-
oped just south of Katy Mills Mall. 

 “[The fi rst phase] is going to take a 
year. In that year’s time, depending on 
how good these hotels do, we might be 
in a situation where we can go in and do 
another part of it,” Hebert said. 

Reina said the city was happy to 
to preserve the City Annex building, 
which began as Katy’s fi rst fi re station.

“That’s why we wanted to keep that 
building,” Reina said. “It’s because we 
want to keep the integrity of the his-
tory that comes with it.” 

The fi rst phase of the plaza should 
be complete in late 2019, Reina said. 

UPCOMING IMPROVEMENTS

Offi  cials are improving parks 
throughout the Katy area.  Improve-
ments will add recreation functionality 
to drainage features as well. 

The city is developing land north 
of the Katy Dog Park at 5418 Franz 
Road. The land is being excavated as a 
water-detention pond . However, Reina 
said the city is considering a walking 
path around the detention pond, a 
butterfl y refuge or bird-watching space 
with planted trees to add functionality. 
Initial development should be done in 
June, Hebert said. 

“We really are trying to be strategic in 
the areas that we have a space,” Reina 
said. “So even if it serves as detention, 
we’re adding components to make it a 
park the majority of the time to benefi t 
our residents.” 

Fort Bend County has completed 
trail upgrades throughout its parks 
and recently installed new bathrooms 
in them, Parks and Fairground Direc-
tor Michel Davis said. Future improve-
ments include adding a trail around 
the new lakes at Jones Creek Ranch 
Park, just south of Fulshear on FM 359. 
The trail will include fi shing piers, he 
said.

Barry Kaplan, Interstate Municipal 
Utility District president, said the MUD 
will add features to Rick Rice Park to 
increase security and functionality. 
Power lines near CrossPoint Commu-
nity Church will be buried  this year. 

Lowering the power lines will allow 
continued development of Frances-
ca’s Garden, a display within the park 
of native plants. Night vision security 
cameras and a security offi  ce building 
will be installed by 2020. Francesca’s 
Garden should be completed by 2022, 
he said. 

“We’re just really proud of it, and we 
hope to get everything done in the next 
four or fi ve  years,” Kaplan said. 

Radack said creating green spaces 
for families to enjoy is important.

“There are so many more parks that 
need to be built and as long as I’m 
around, I’m going to keep going,” Rad-
ack said.

KINGSLAND BLVD.
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5
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PlotTing 
P rKs

Municipalities are creating new 
parks in the Katy area, and a  variety 
of park improvements have recently 
been completed or are in the works. 
City, county and municipal utility 
districts are working together to 
create recreational spaces for area 
residents. 
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20  Rick Rice Park

   
Features: community garden, security

12   Bear Creek Pioneers Park

                  

      
Features: equestrian trails, museum

13   Four Seasons Park

   

14   George Bush Park/Barker 
Reservoir

                  

      
Features: equestrian trail, model 
airplane airport, shooting range

HarrIs CounTy

InstErstAte Mud

10   Freedom Park

         
Features: Veteran’s Me morial

11  Jones Creek Ranch Park

      

FoRt Bend CounTy

15   John Paul’s Landing

               

16   Katy Park

        

17   Mary Jo Peckham Park

                  

Features: mini golf, disc golf

18   Paul D. Rushing Park

                  

   
Features: cricket fi eld, boardwalk

19  Terry Hershey Park

               
Features: butterfl y garden, 
boating, showers, community 
garden

21  Central Green at LaCenterra

Features: stage, live entertainment

WillOw Fork 
DraiNage DistRict

8  VFW Park

         

9  Woodsland Park

         

2  Katy City Park

                  
Features:  Disability-accessible 
playground, arboretum

3  Katy Dog Park

      
4  Katy Downtown Plaza

      
Features: visitor’s center

5  Katy Heritage Park

6  Railroad Park Information & 
Tourist Center

Features: visitor’s center

7  Thomas Park

      

City oF Katy

1  Cullen Park

          
Features: archery, splashpad

City oF HousTon

 Coming amenities: outdoor 
museum, visitor’s center, stage

Coming amenities: 
community center, lake 
boardwalks

Tell us what you think. 
Comment at communityimpact.com.
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NVisitor’s center

Civic 
center

CINCO RANCH BLVD.

The city of Katy appro ved 
a new park with civic and 
visitors centers April 23. 
John Paul’s Landing opened 
with a fi shing lake and other 
amenities on the same day.

Environmental 
Center

MORTON RD.

Katy 
dOwntOwn 
PlazA

John Paul S 
LandIng

'

19

Park

SOURCES: CITY OF KATY, HARRIS COUNTY, 
FORT BEND COUNTY, INTERSTATE M UD, 
WILLOW FORK DRAINAGE DISTRICT/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Animal observation

Baseball/softball

Basketball

Community center

Dog-friendly

Fishing

Fitness center

Museum

Pavilion/gazebo

Playground

Pool

Public restrooms

Soccer 

Tennis

Walking/biking 
tr ails

THIS IS NOT A COMPREHENSIVE LIST 
OF ALL PARKS IN THE KATY AREA.

4

15

AVE. D

PerkS

said adding fl ood mitigation to green 
spaces, such as John Paul’s Landing 
Park is  important. 

Commissioner Steve Radack of Har-
ris County Precinct 3 said parks that 
are co ming to the Katy area and those 
being expanded are invaluable to the 
community, especially children. He said 
it is important for Katy residents to have 
green spaces to go to and bond with 
neighbors and be active.

“The assets of parks and getting fam-
ilies out together—getting them physi-
cally active, you name it—it’s the way 
to travel, particularly in the climate we 
live in,” Radack said.

A NEW FISHING HOLE

Harris County has opened John 
Paul’s Landing Park. The park is 
named aft er former Pope John Paul II, 
Radack said.

Aft er 17 years of development, 
Harris County Precinct 3 opened the 
park on  April 23, Radack said. The 
865-acre park lies between Katy and 
Cypress. 

The park prominently features a 
fi shing lake, Radack said. It also fea-
tures fi sh cleaning stations, an outdoor 
gym and playgrounds. 

Radack said he sees the park as a 
model to be duplicated. While devel-
opment has been slow, he said, the 
park’s lake was excavated cost-eff ec-
tively using agreements with develop-
ers. Builders removed dirt from the site 
for fi ll soil. Radack estimated tens of 
millions of dollars  have been saved as 
a result. He compared the park’s cost 
to that of Discovery Green, which cost 
$85 million.

“We’re not anywhere near that,” 
Radack said. “We won’t ever get to that 
because we’re getting so much of this 
done by developers taking soil off .” 

The county paid $1.1 million dol-
lars for the property in 2001 and more 
than $11 million on park amenities 
since then, Radack said. Funding was 
supplemented by $1 million from the 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department . 

Katy Prairie Conservancy Vice Pres-
ident Elisa Donovan said the organi-
zation, which promotes preservation 
of prairies around Katy, is pleased the 
park is already attracting wildlife. 

“The Katy Prairie has been desig-
nated a globally important bird-watch-
ing area by [the National Audubon 
Society], so if John Paul’s Landing is 
doing more to protect and enhance 
our natural areas for migrating birds, 
that’s great,” Donovan said.

Donovan said  the conservancy 
hopes park development will focus 

on preserving the environment and 
is encouraged by added interest in 
nature programs nearby. 

Development for the park is not yet 
complete, Radack said. Future develop-
ment will include expansion of the fi sh-
ing lake, which also provides limited 
fl ood mitigation in the area. 

“It’s what we call a wet-bottom lake; 
water’s going to stay in it, but it’ll be at 
a level where it can receive more water,” 
Radack said.  

An environmental education center 
will be added to the park, Radack said. 
Radack said the center will  host envi-
ronmental education classes. 

Donovan said the conservancy is 
excited about any addition to environ-
mental education in the Katy commu-
nity. 

“What we tried to do was make it 
as best as we could, totally and com-
pletely family-oriented. Hopefully, 
we’ve achieved that,” Radack said.

PRESERVING HERITAGE

The city of Katy approved a $5 mil-
lion project to revitalize the city’s Old 
Katy District square in April. The city 
will use $1.5 million in hotel occu-
pancy tax funds, $500,000 in insur-
ance funds from damage to the old city 
administration building and $3 million 
in bonds approved by voters in 2000 to 
pay for the project.  

Groundbreaking for the project will 
occur in June or July. 

Kayce Reina, Katy’s director of tour-
ism, marketing and public relations, 
said the project will create a place resi-
dents can celebrate Katy’s heritage. 

“When the city  was initially 
founded, that was the gathering place 
for the people of Katy,” Reina said. “It’s 
extremely important to us to go back 
to our heritage to recreate a gathering 
place for our city.” 

Most of the old city offi  ce building 
on Avenue C will be removed and the 
remainder remodeled.  The City Annex 
on Second Street will also be remod-
eled. An outdoor museum under the 
water tower will show Katy’s history. 

During an April 18 presentation to the 
city’s Convention and Tourism Bureau 
about the project, Reina and City 
Administrator Byron Hebert empha-
sized this is just the fi rst phase for the 
plaza. Water and electrical lines will be 
installed for future improvements, such 
as lighting, an outdoor stage and cov-
ered walkway. 

Hebert said that funding from hotels 
throughout the city could help fund 
future improvements to the plaza. This 
includes new hotels coming into the 
Katy Boardwalk project being devel-
oped just south of Katy Mills Mall. 

 “[The fi rst phase] is going to take a 
year. In that year’s time, depending on 
how good these hotels do, we might be 
in a situation where we can go in and do 
another part of it,” Hebert said. 

Reina said the city was happy to 
to preserve the City Annex building, 
which began as Katy’s fi rst fi re station.

“That’s why we wanted to keep that 
building,” Reina said. “It’s because we 
want to keep the integrity of the his-
tory that comes with it.” 

The fi rst phase of the plaza should 
be complete in late 2019, Reina said. 

UPCOMING IMPROVEMENTS

Offi  cials are improving parks 
throughout the Katy area.  Improve-
ments will add recreation functionality 
to drainage features as well. 

The city is developing land north 
of the Katy Dog Park at 5418 Franz 
Road. The land is being excavated as a 
water-detention pond . However, Reina 
said the city is considering a walking 
path around the detention pond, a 
butterfl y refuge or bird-watching space 
with planted trees to add functionality. 
Initial development should be done in 
June, Hebert said. 

“We really are trying to be strategic in 
the areas that we have a space,” Reina 
said. “So even if it serves as detention, 
we’re adding components to make it a 
park the majority of the time to benefi t 
our residents.” 

Fort Bend County has completed 
trail upgrades throughout its parks 
and recently installed new bathrooms 
in them, Parks and Fairground Direc-
tor Michel Davis said. Future improve-
ments include adding a trail around 
the new lakes at Jones Creek Ranch 
Park, just south of Fulshear on FM 359. 
The trail will include fi shing piers, he 
said.

Barry Kaplan, Interstate Municipal 
Utility District president, said the MUD 
will add features to Rick Rice Park to 
increase security and functionality. 
Power lines near CrossPoint Commu-
nity Church will be buried  this year. 

Lowering the power lines will allow 
continued development of Frances-
ca’s Garden, a display within the park 
of native plants. Night vision security 
cameras and a security offi  ce building 
will be installed by 2020. Francesca’s 
Garden should be completed by 2022, 
he said. 

“We’re just really proud of it, and we 
hope to get everything done in the next 
four or fi ve  years,” Kaplan said. 

Radack said creating green spaces 
for families to enjoy is important.

“There are so many more parks that 
need to be built and as long as I’m 
around, I’m going to keep going,” Rad-
ack said.
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A family that

I was unemployed for 4 years, we 
almost got a divorce, my wife and 
my son were always sick, she had 
insomnia and paranormal activi-
ties, I was an alcoholic and I had 
suicidal thoughts.

Coming to church, I learned how to 
use and live by faith, my marriage 
was restored, my wife is free and 
her and my son were healed. Today 
our fi nances went to another level. 
We own a family business where 
we publish magazines.

— Mr. Joe & Mrs. Maria Helena

We own a family business where 
we publish magazines.

— Mr. Joe & Mrs. Maria Helena

Join us for Sunday   M acles 
10 A.M. AT 902 S. MASON RD. IN KATY

WE OFFER COUNSELING AND 
PRAYERS FOR TOTAL DELIVERANCE 

AND FAMILY PROBLEMS. 

MON, WED, FRI 
10 A.M., 4 P.M. AND 7:30 P.M.PRAYERS FOR TOTAL DELIVERANCE 

AND FAMILY PROBLEMS. 
10 A.M., 4 P.M. AND 7:30 P.M.

Need a Prayer? Call us: (281) 899-8744

Gathering   Faith 
and M acles
COME AND DRINK THE BLESSED WATER
THIS SUNDAY AT 10AM
ALSO 3PM AND 6PM

— Mr. Joe & Mrs. Maria Helena

A family thatA family thatA family thatA family that
prays togetherprays togetherprays together

stays together
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4 bedroom / 3 bath 3,261 sq. ft. $349,900 
Jaime Fallon  
NB Elite Realty 281-763-9825

4 bedroom / 3.5 bath 3,409 sq. ft. $360,000 
Karen Baston  
Better Homes and Gardens 832-330-7318

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Located off the Grand Parkway and Clay Road, 
the Ventana Lakes neighborhood provides easy 
access to major roads, such as I-10 and Hwy. 6. 
The master-planned community neighborhood 
is close to Katy-area shopping centers and 
restaurants, and students are zoned to Katy ISD.

Located in Harris County, the neighborhood’s 
community amenities include a swimming pool, a 
clubhouse, trails and green space.

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99

6

10

1093

529

N

Build-out year: in closeout phase

Builders include: D.R. Horton Homes, Perry 
Homes, 

Number of homes in community: 777

Square footage: 1,651-4,075

Home values: $207,990-$375,000

HOA dues (estimated): $700 annually 

Amenities: playgrounds, swimming pool, 
biking/jogging trails

Schools: (Katy ISD) Bethke Elementary 
School, McDonald Junior High School, 
Morton Ranch High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.5166 
Harris County  0.4180 
HC Flood Control District  0.0283
Port of Houston Authority  0.0126 
HC Hospital District  0.1711 
HC Department Of Education  0.0052 
HC MUD 449  1.4200 
Waller-Harris ESD 200  0.0995 
Total (per $100 valuation) 3.6713

$305,806

VENTANA LAKES, 77493 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$107.06$13,286 148

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 5/17/18

27 13

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by Jamie McMartin, CNAS 
Coldwell Banker United • 281-961-5151 • www.coldwellbanker.com

5 bedroom / 3.5 bath 3,820 sq. ft. $299,800 
Ann Minks  
RE/MAX Westside, Realtors 281-925-3000

4 bedroom / 3.5 bath 2,575 sq. ft. $263,990 
Ronnie Matthews  
D.R. Horton Homes 832-532-9592

4027 Vicenza Ave.

23310 Perla Verde Terrace Circle 

23806 Naples Shore 

23206 Ruspino Shores Place 

REAL ESTATE

Price 77094 77441 77449 77450 77493 77494

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

AVERAGE PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN APRIL  2017 VS.  2018

+1.0%

+1.6%

+28.3%

+10.2% -3.2%

+3.1%

HOMES SOLD  (APRIL 2018)

Number of homes sold/average days on the market

Price range 77094 77441 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or less - - 7/29 1/6 1/267 1/60

$150,000-$199,999 - - 84/78 17/38 11/45 1/19

$200,000-$299,999 2/59 20/155 143/171 108/63 148/180 134/117

$300,000-$399,999 7/142 66/161 2/352 5/95 100/212 252/118

$400,000-$499,999 6/201 79/196 3/36 25/160 25/200 147/113

$500,000-$599,999 2/25 25/135 - 20/103 18/210 79/152

$600,000-$799,999 11/164 45/185 - 10/89 18/163 25/203

$800,000-$999,999 7/271 9/196 2/46 4/188 7/219 25/173

$1 million + 7/144 6/242 - 11/336 8/366 13/253

MARKET DATA

You fill it with love...
we’ll fill it with furniture.

WIN
$5,000worth of furniture

from Gallery Furniture!

Certain credit criteria apply. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. Must apply and close on a new home loan to qualify for entry into the drawing to win the furniture.  No purchase necessary. To enter without obtaining a new home loan at FCCU, you may send in a 3x5 card with your name, address, phone number and email address 
to First Community Credit Union, Attn: Marketing, PO Box 840129, Houston, TX 77284-0129. One entry per person. One card will enter person into both drawings.  FCCU refinances not eligible. Must be 18 or older to win. Prize consists of $5,000 worth of furniture and is non-transferrable. Prize does not have a cash option. Winners will 
be determined using random.org. Any prize won and accepted with a value of $600 or more will be subject to 1099-MISC reporting. Employees and board members of First Community Credit Union and immediate family members are not eligible to win. First Community invites anyone that lives, works or worships in Harris, Fort Bend or 
Montgomery County to find their home financing with us. 

Two winners will be chosen!

Home Furniture Giveaway!

Ask me for
details today!
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PIZZA IS BETTER 
RI HT OUT  

OF YOUR OVEN!

PAPA’S FAVORITE®

25
ONLINE 

ONLY

%
OFF YOUR ORDER

OF $20 OR MORE

USE CODE: 
DELISH25

Offer available online only at participating locations with $20 order. Discount off regular priced menu items. Valid May 28 - June 24, 2018. Excludes FAVES® and XLNY®. Not valid with any other offers. Limit 3. 

17-2363 CIN-EDU © 2018 Papa Murphy’s International LLC
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IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY.  Discount off regular menu price. Valid at participating locations. Not valid with other offers. 
Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 1587-CIN051318

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY.  Discount off regular menu price. Valid at participating locations. Not valid with other offers. 
Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 903-CIN051318

CHOOSE YOUR SIZE AND SAVE! 1-TOPPING PIZZA

$4OFF
FAMILY SIZE

$3OFF
LARGE

$2OFF
MEDIUM

Savings off Signature, Stuffed, Gourmet Delite®, Create Your Own 
pizza at regular menu price

Our Original Crust topped with choice of sauce  
and your favorite topping

$6LARGE
FAMILY SIZE  
$2 MORE

we welcome at participating locations

KATY-FIRETHORNE 
1721 Spring Green Blvd  

at FM 1463  
next to Wendy’s 

281-392-7272 (PAPA)

KATY-MASON RD 
1560 S Mason Rd 

at Highland Knolls 
next to 24 Hour Fitness 

832-437-8237 TAKE ‘N’ BAKE PIZZA
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NOW OPEN
ENJOY ARRAY OF AUTHENTIC 
CHINESE & JAPANESE FOOD

MORTON RANCH RD.
N99

Hunan Chicken, Mango Beef, Vegetable 
Delight, Sichuan Style Cucumber, Sushi 

Deluxe, Tuna Tataki, & etc.

832-321-3355
WWW.SAKEASIANFUSIONKATY.COM

20%

OFF 

Sake

22720 MORTON 
RANCH RD. #170, 
KATY, TX 77449

May not be combined with other offers
Expires June 30, 2018

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Love
Yourself

now open
Juices are cold-pressed right here in Katy and smoothies 
are crafted from premium ingredients and plant-based. 

6825 S Fry Rd. #100 ∙ Katy, TX 77494

281.394.4998

mainsqueezejuiceco.com
HOURS

Mon-Fri: 7am – 8pm ∙ Sat: 7am – 8pm
Sun: 9am – 6pm

B U Y  O N E  G E T

one half off
a cold-pressed juice or smoothie of equal or 

lesser value, must present coupon. 
Exp. 6/30/18

SMOOTHIES        •         FRESH PRESSED JUICE         •         AÇAÍ BOWLS

Looking for a Recreational Soccer program in Katy 
and West Houston? 

www.katyyouthsoccer.com 

Katy Youth Soccer Club! 

v Ages	4	and	U19	

v Teams	formed	by	neighborhood	

v 	Full	uniform	provided	

v End	of	season	awards	to	all	

players	

v Standings	for	U8	and	up.	

v Volunteer	coaches	receive	free	

training	and	mandatory	

background	checks	

v Most	games	on	Saturday	

v Games	played	at	Katy	Soccer	

Park.	

v 	Fall	2018	online	registraJon	will	

open	on	May	1.	

v 	Walk	up	registraJon	July	14	

Times	Square	Entertainment	

Center.		10	AM	–	2	PM	

v Season	starts	on	Sept.	8.	Ends	

Nov.	17.	

	

	

	

Under	5	&6											$100.00	
Under	7	–	10									$120.00	
Under	11	and	up	$130.00	
	

Fall	2
018	

Regis
tra0o

n	

open
s	May	1.	

39 years in Katy 

Tomball • (281) 351-4060
14243 FM 2920 • Tomball

Cy-Fair • (281) 890-5735
19811 Northwest Fwy • Houston

YOU KNOW YOU’RE FROM TEXAS 

when you have  BBQ for breakfast
WE ALSO SERVE FINE TEXAS BBQ, CHICKEN FRIED STEAK, SALADS, BURGERS AND MORE

BREAKFAST 
SERVED all day
7AM - 9PM

$5 OFF
$30 OR MORE

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFER. EXPIRES 6/25/18.

Katy • (832) 913-3112
222 W. Grand Parkway S • Katy

OPENING 
LATE MAY!
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*Offer valid at participating Kumon Centers only when you enroll between 6/1/18 and 7/7/18. 
Most Kumon Centers are independently owned and operated. Additional fees may apply.

© 2018 Kumon North America, Inc. All rights reserved.

Where Smart Kids Get Smarter.

essential
skills for 
success

GIVE YOUR KIDS

WITH THE KUMON METHOD 

Meet with your local Kumon Instructor today!

Kumon Math & Reading Centers of:
Katy – Cinco Ranch East

281-395-6284

Katy – Cinco Ranch Southwest    
281-712-2882

Katy – Grand Parkway West   
832-900-7575

Katy – Green Trails
281-599-3299

Katy – Morton Ranch
281-657-9229

Katy – Saums Rd
281- 829-3330

Katy – Seven Lakes
832-437-3344

kumon.com

Gift  Card Available

Salon & Day Spa

Nail Spa

Medical Spa

Permanent 
Make Up 

(281) 347-2566
22764 Westheimer Pkwy, Ste 690, Katy, TX

www.medSPAatVillagio.com

20% OFF your fi rst visitcall us today! 99
TOLL

Westheimer Pkwy.

Peek Rd.
pappagyros.com

HOURS: MONDAY–SATURDAY 5–10PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

Congratulations to all 2018 high school and 
college graduates, from the Batsios Family.

6734 Westheimer Lakes North  
Katy, TX 77494 • 281-394-5999 Sapore Ristorante Italianosaporestaurant.com

$10 off
with minimum 

purchase of $50.
One per table, per visit, 

cannot be combined with 
any other offer or discount.

23255 Kingsland Blvd, Katy 77494

Hours
Monday–Saturday: 11am–9pm

Sunday: Closed

$5 OFF
with minimum 

purchase of $25
One per table, per visit, 

cannot be combined with 
any other offer or discount

Please visit pappagyros.com for more 
information on the Greek restaurant.

281-574-7764

i ta li a n  cu is i n e

We Cater to Cowards

23530 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 120 • Katy, TX 77494 • 281-396-4635 • www.katyfamilydentalgroup.com

ASK ABOUT OUR DENTAL IMPLANTS

$50 Off Treatment or Free $250 Whitening Kit
*New Patients Only with Comprehensive Exam, X-Rays, and cleaning. Must present coupon 

at the time of service. Cannot be combined with any other offers. No Cash Value.
Restictions Apply. Expires 6/24/2018

ASK ABOUT OUR INVISALIGN SPECIALS!

MONDAY & TUESDAY
SPECIAL

$4 A POUND 
(281)-829-0444 | TEXASMESQUITEGRILL.COM | 20095 KATY FREEWAY

(Includes corn, potatoes & butter)
$4 

CRAWFISH
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BALLET • TAP • JAZZ • LYRICAL
DRILL TEAM PREP • CONTEMPORARY 

THEATER DANCE • HIP HOP •  ACRODANCE

281-890-9999
10452 GASTON RD, KATY

WWW.LEAPDANCECENTER.COM • INFO@LEAPDANCECENTER.COM

AGES: 2 - ADULT

9,500 sf state of the art dance facility • 0.5 miles from Tompkins HS

SUMMER

SESSION
starts

June 19th!

®
FreddysUSA.com

 

FREE
MINI SUNDAE Signature Turtle Sundae 

Cook to order steakburgers
and shoestring fries.

Freddy’s Frozen Custard is
smoother and richer that ice cream

thanks to a time-tested churning process 
that minimizes ice crystals and excess air.

Make it a concrete! Mix in your
favorite toppings for a rich, thick treat.

Try one on us!

LEAGUE CITY - 2795 S Gulf Freeway

ELEVEN HOUSTON LOCATIONS:
BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E

COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529

DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W.

KATY
24433 Katy Frwy

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978

SPRING
19370 Interstate 45

+ 21420 Kuykendahl Rd

SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Frwy

PASADENA
4637 E. Sam Houston 

Parkway S.

PEARLAND
2620 Pearland Pkwy

LEAGUE CITY
2795 Gulf Fwy S

LEAGUE CITY - 2795 S Gulf Freeway

NOW OPEN!

COMING SOON - FULSHEAR!

Good for one mini concrete with up to three toppings. Present this offer card when ordering at one of these Freddy’s 
locations. Expires 7.31.2018. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply. See store manager for details. 

S.
 F

ry
 R

d
.

 Kingsland Blvd. 

Greenwind Chase Dr.

WE CATER!
(281) 578-3097
GreatHarvestKatyTX.com
Mon-Fri 6:30am-6:30pm

Sat-7:00am-5:00pm

1623 South Fry Rd., Katy

Indoor/Outdoor 
Seating Available

Free Wifi 

1623 South Fry Rd., Katy

$2 OFF ANY 
SANDWICH 
Sandwich over $6. limit 4. Exp 6/30/18

Thin slices of smoked turkey breast with a 
flavorful chipotle honey lime yogurt sauce, shaved cabbage, 

pickled red onions, avocado, and pepper jack cheese.

SANDWICH 
OFF THE MONTH
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Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Highland Knolls Dr.

M
as

on
 R

d.

2320 S. Mason Rd. • Katy
281-391-8944

249

K
uykendahl R

d.

Spring Cypress Rd.

9315 Spring Cypress Rd. • Spring
281-257-5688

Spring Cypress Rd.

Skinner R
d.

290

17322 Spring Cypress Rd. • Cypress
281-256-4080

CYPRESSSTATIONCARWASH.COM

Not for use with other o� ers. Must present 
coupon when ordering service. Original 

coupon only. Expires soon.

$3
OFF

Union Pacifi c
Car Wash Package

$24.99
W/O

COUPON

Not for use with other o� ers. Must present 
coupon when ordering service. Original 

coupon only. Expires soon.

$4
OFF

Rio Grande
Car Wash Package

$31.99
W/O

COUPON

Not for use with other o� ers. Must present 
coupon when ordering service. Original 

coupon only. Expires soon.

$7
OFF

Silver Bullet
Car Wash Package

$59.99
W/O

COUPON

Up to 5 quarts of oil. Plus 
Environmental fee.

With State Inspection

Detail Services

$5
OFF

$4
OFF

$10
OFF

Full Service 
Oil Change

Any Car Wash 
Package

Ultimate 
Salon

Not for use with other offers. Must present coupon when 
ordering service. Original coupon only. Expires soon.

Not for use with other offers. Must present coupon when 
ordering service. Original coupon only. Expires soon.

Not for use with other offers. Must present coupon when 
ordering service. Original coupon only. Expires soon.

50% Off

for first month
with new sign up

UNLIMITED
WASH CLUB

CYPRESSSTATIONCARWASH.COM

50% 50% OffOff

for first month
with new sign up

OffOff
UNLIMITEDUNLIMITED

Off
UNLIMITED

OffOff
UNLIMITED

Off
UNLIMITED

WASH CLUBWASH CLUB

(281) 394-5499 | FIXMYPHONE.COM 
IN FRONT OF MAIN EVENT

24437 KATY FWY #300 | KATY, TX 77494

$20 OFF
AND A

FREE TEMPERED GLASS 
SCREEN REPAIR 

WITH ANY SCREEN REPAIR

CALL TODAY

WE TRAIN 
NINJAS!

The best way for your kids 
to learn code is by building 

games they love!

WE OFFER:
• Drop in Classes
• Birthday Parties
• Camps 
• Parent’s Night Out

Sign up for one month 
of after school classes &
GET 1 FREE WEEK 

EXPIRES  6/20/18.

• The New Literacy
• Problem Solving
• Math Skills
• Teamwork

Coming soon! 
Cinco Ranch  
22167 Westheimer Pkwy.
Suite 140
Katy, TX 77450

Now open! 
West Katy 
2780 FM 1463
Suite 201 
Katy, TX 77494
(281) 665-7412

S. M
ASO

N RD.

WESTHEIMER PKWY.

1463

FIRETHORNE RD.

CONTRACT US FOR A 
SEWER UNCLOG & GET A

FREE 
CAMERA INSPECTION

 Cannot be combined with other offers, specials or discounts. 
Exp. 6/25/18

GET A 

FREE 
WATER LEAK ALARM WITH A NEW 

WATER HEATER INSTALL
 Cannot be combined with other offers, specials or discounts. 

Exp. 6/25/18

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES 

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Sewer, Gas and Water line, Water Line 
Repiping, Water Heater Service and 
Installations, Kitchen and Bath Faucets, 
Whole House Softeners and Filtration 
Systems, Replace Shower Base and Tubs, 
Toilets, Disposals, and More, Backfl ow, 
Preventers Installation, Gas Test, Camera and 
Line Locators, Hydrostatic Testing, Hydro-
jet, High Pressure Services, Sample Wells
Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Magnolia, Katy, 
The Woodlands and Now Serving TOMBALL

NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER HOURS  OR WEEKENDS.

CALL 281-256-2239 TODAY FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Houston 346-319-2029 • www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured  License #13044

HIGH QUALITY & 
DEPENDABLE SERVICE

Remembering the Fallen

“The willingness of America’s 
veterans to sacrifice for our 

country has earned them our 
lasting gratitude.”  --Jeff Miller
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QUALITY CARE FOR WOMEN,  
DELIVERED DAILY IN KATY.
At Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital, our family-centered approach focuses on making your childbirth experience as memorable and 
positive as possible. From the time you learn you are pregnant until your child is born, you and your baby benefit from specialized medical 
care delivered by our highly skilled affiliated physicians and nurses. Our Level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit provides advanced care for 
preemies and babies with special medical needs. And we provide the added reassurance of immediate access to a higher level of care when 
needed at Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital in the Texas Medical Center. 

To schedule a tour, register for a childbirth education class  
or obtain a physician referral call 713.222.CARE.

memorialhermann.org 
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