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Federal tax reform affects 
local businesses, residents
BY ZAC EZZONE AND REBECCA HENNES

The new federal tax plan implements temporary and per-
manent changes that will affect individuals, businesses, 
corporations and school districts in the Lake Houston area.

President Donald Trump signed the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act into law Dec. 22, overhauling the nation’s tax code for 
the first time in decades. Many of the reform’s changes 
took effect immediately, including new federal income 
tax brackets, a lower corporate tax rate and tax deduc-
tions for small businesses.

BY REBECCA HENNES 

Humble ISD trustees called the dis-
trict’s first bond election in a decade on 
Feb. 13,  a $575 million bond package to 
help the district accommodate growth 
and address several major issues it has 
faced over the past 10 years. 

The bond referendum includes 
campuswide renovations, two new 
schools that will address overcrowd-
ing and the total reconstruction of 
Kingwood Middle and Lakeland Ele-
mentary schools—two of the district’s 
oldest facilities, HISD officials said.   

Trustees saw the need for a bond 
election after a 2015 study by the 
Population and Survey Analysts 
demographics firm and a 2017 facil-
ities assessment by PBK Architects 
highlighted the need to address over-
capacity at schools. According to the 
PBK assessment, 11 of the elementary 
schools, five of the middle schools 
and two of the high schools were over 
capacity as of the 2016-17 school year. 

“We are expected to grow to 
around 55,000 [students by 2028], 
which would mean we are going to 

CONTINUED ON 21

CONTINUED ON 18

Humble ISD puts $575 million bond on May ballot
District targets aging, 
crowded campuses 
without tax rate increase

SOURCE: THE TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

 Federal income tax brackets are lower.

 The child tax credit doubles to $2,000.

 The corporate tax is cut from 35 percent to 21 percent.

  Qualifying small businesses are able to deduct  
20 percent from their incomes.

  It limits individuals’ local and state tax  
deduction to $10,000.

 It limits when school districts can refinance their bonds.

The new federal tax law contains 
changes that will affect the 
Lake Houston area. These 
changes will affect individuals, 
businesses and school districts.

Major 
changes
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GROWTH IN HUMBLE
Humble ISD’s student population is expected to increase by 1,000 students per year 
until 2025, according to a 2015 report by Population and Survey Analysts.

MAXED-OUT CAMPUSESMAXED-OUT CAMPUSES
According to a study by PBK Architects, 18 HISD campuses were over capacity in 
the 2016-17 school year. The district has since opened one elementary school with 
a middle school set to open in August and future schools planned in the 2018 bond.

PROJECTED STUDENT ENROLLMENT 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MIDDLE SCHOOLS HIGH SCHOOLS 
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Being in a media position comes with 
a lot of responsibility—in particular, civic 
responsibility—not only providing readers 
with balanced, relevant coverage on 
candidates and bills, but also maintaining 
consistent neutrality in community rela-
tions and beyond.

At Community Impact Newspaper we 
take the right to vote very seriously and 
work diligently to provide our readers 
with an impartial reference to make an 
informed decision for their communities 
and individual lives. 

Primary elections see historically low 
voter turnout, which is extremely unfor-
tunate because of the direct impact our 
communities feel from our local elected 

officials on a daily basis. Whether this 
affects your property taxes, children’s 
education or your daily commute, this is 
the constituent’s opportunity to make sure 
your voice is heard March 6 by visiting 
your local polling station. 

Check out the second half of our  
Primary Election Guide this month (see  
Page 11) for information on county judge 
and commissioner candidates. Follow our 
website leading up to election day,  
March 6, for updates on contested races.

As always, I love to hear from our 
readers, so feel free to share your primary 
elections feedback—and perhaps include 
your “I Voted” selfies—with me via email 
at hmerrill@communityimpact.com. 

The Humble ISD board of trustees unanimously 
voted 7-0 on Feb. 13 to place a $575 million bond 
package on the May 5 ballot. However, the bond that 
voters will ultimately decide the fate of wasn’t com-
piled in one evening but rather over several months. 

After receiving the results of a $300,000 facilities 
assessment study performed by PBK Architects 
last year, the district created a Community Bond 
Advisory Committee, which was composed of 100 
volunteers and community members. Although HISD 
employees were represented on the committee, about 
two-thirds of the committee—66 members—were not 
district employees. 

The committee met eight times from September 
through December of last year, creating multiple 
bond package options based on needs identified 
from the facility assessment study. 

The 100-member committee initially formed eight 
groups, which were narrowed to four and then two. 
The final two groups recommended two final bond 
packages to the board in January. 
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operating since 1978

• Fully-licensed and insured

• Service for all makes and 
models

• Factory-trained HVAC 
technicians

• Financing options

• WARRANTIES and GUARANTEES

$69.00
Spring Special A/C Clean 
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IMPACTS
4523 Kingwood Drive, Ste. 130, Kingwood, 
the specialty store offers bird feeders and 
houses as well as high-quality bird food and 
nature-themed gift items. 281-570-2685. 
www.wbu.com/kingwood

6  Starbucks opened a location in Feb-
ruary inside a Randalls at 600 Kingwood 
Drive, Kingwood. The coffee chain features 
a patio, free Wi-Fi, sandwiches, pastries, 
and multiple coffee and espresso drinks. 
281-312-5000. www.starbucks.com

COMING SOON

7  Staybridge Suites will open April 15 
at 4819 Canyon Lakes Trace Drive, Humble. 
The hotel chain’s Humble location will boast 
90 suites over four floors and feature fully 
equipped kitchens, free laundry facilities, 
an outdoor pool and a DVD library. All suites 
are pet-friendly, and guests can enjoy a free 
breakfast buffet each morning as well as 
complimentary social happy hour events 
three nights a week. The Humble location 
will also offer airport shuttle services directly 
to and from William P. Hobby Airport.  
832-230-1401. www.staybridge.com

8  Sub Zero Ice Cream will open by late 
April at 12230 W. Lake Houston Parkway, 
Ste. 250, Houston. The locally owned ice 
cream shop uses liquid nitrogen to instantly 
freeze a guest’s choices into a creamy ice 
cream. Guests with dietary restrictions can 
choose from a variety of milk that includes 
regular, low-fat, lactose-free and sugar-free 
as well as other vegan options, custard and 
yogurt. Guests can choose from several 
flavors, including butterscotch, mango or 
Nutella, and add “mix-ins,” such as mixed 
berries, Oreos and peanut butter cups.  
www.subzeroicecream.com

9  CoCo Crepes, Waffles & Coffee 
will open a new location in mid-March at 
4525 Kingwood Drive, Ste. 150, Kingwood. 
In addition to an assortment of crepes, 
waffles and coffee, the eatery also carries 
gelato ice cream, panini, soups and salads. 
Restaurant representatives said they plan 
to hold a grand opening celebration in the 
future, but no details have been finalized. 
832-603-9432. www.cococrepes.com

10  Owner Gregory Mata said he plans to 
open the Kingwood Taco Shop by March 
after initial plans to open by December 

NOW OPEN

1  The Lone Star College-Process 
Technology Center opened with about 800 
students for its 2018 spring semester, which 
began in January. The 40,200-square-foot 
facility sits on 8.3 acres at 14001 Lockwood 
Road, Houston, and will prepare students 
for careers as technologists and opera-
tors. Students study technology, logistics, 
occupational health and safety skills, and 
work toward a second-level certificate or an 
Associate of Applied Science degree.  
 281-312-1600. www.lonestar.edu

2  Grand Villa Inn and Suites opened 
in late December at 9706 N. Sam Houston 
Parkway E., Humble. The two-floor hotel 
offers 40 rooms, free continental breakfast 
daily and access to an on-site laundry facility. 
281-741-1856

3  Get Fried, a specialty french fry cafe, 
opened Feb. 17 at 20131 Hwy. 59 N., Humble, 
in Deerbrook Mall. The eatery specializes in 
fry-based dishes, such as chicken sandwiches 
or burgers with fries serving as the bun. Fries 
can also be topped with 20 different sauce 
and seasoning options, such as cheddar, 
truffle oil and gravy. www.getfried.com

4  Germany-based grocer Aldi opened in 
early February at the Shops at Kingsgate, 
which was formerly known as Kingwood 
Shopping Center. The shopping center is 
located at 1387 Kingwood Drive, King-
wood. The low-cost grocery store chain 
sells a variety of groceries and home goods, 
including fresh produce, meats, organic 
and gluten-free products, and baby prod-
ucts. The retailer has at least 1,600 stores in 
35 states. 855-955-2534. www.aldi.us

5  Franchise owners John and Susie Mims 
officially opened Wild Birds Unlimited of 
Kingwood in early December. Located at 

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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FEATURED IMPACT — NOW OPEN

Cinemark Theatres opened a 40,000-square-foot movie theater Feb. 1 within the Valley 
Ranch Town Center at 21750 Valley Ranch Parkway, New Caney. The 10-auditorium movie 
theater features online ticketing, self-serve concessions and expanded food options. The 
drink menu has four beers on tap, including beers from Houston-based Karbach Brewing, 
in addition to wine, margaritas and daiquiris. 281-354-4117. www.cinemark.com

were postponed due to construction 
and other conflicts. Located at 2510 Mills 
Branch Drive, Ste. 120, Kingwood, the 
2,500-square-foot, quick-service restau-
rant will serve Tex-Mex tacos for breakfast 
and lunch as well as coffee, tea and sodas. 
Mata expects to begin delivering orders 
and serving dinner within a year.  
www.facebook.com/kingwoodtacoshop

11  Nearly six months after Hurricane Har-
vey hit the Texas coast, the Target at 20777 
Hwy. 59 N., Humble, will reopen Feb. 25.  
Target closed 30 of its locations after the 
storm; the Humble location and a south 
Houston location are the last to reopen.  
281-446-1081. www.target.com

12  Archway Properties is developing a 
65,000-sqare-foot, three-story medical office 
building for Vital Heart & Vein. The office 
building will open in mid-2018. The devel-
opment is part of the 111-acre Park Air 59, a 
mixed-use development near the intersection 
of Hwy. 59 and Will Clayton Parkway in Hum-
ble. 713-273-8989. www.archwayprop.com 

EXPANSION

13  HCA Healthcare plans to add two floors 
to Kingwood Medical Center’s south tower 
in 2018. The structure currently has three 
floors, and its new fourth floor will be shelled 
for expansion in the future while the fifth floor 
will house 38 new critical and intermediate 
care beds. Once the project is completed, 
the hospital will have 411 beds. Construction 
is slated to be largely completed in June, and 
the additions should open in August. To date, 
about half of the exterior structure is finished. 
281-348-8000. www.kingwoodmedical.com

RENOVATIONS

14  Main Event Entertainment reopened 
Jan. 30 at its location at 20945 Spring Creek 
Crossing, Humble. Damaged during Har-
vey, the venue offers a variety of entertain-
ment options, including bowling, laser tag, 
video games, billiards and gravity ropes. 
Guests can enjoy snacks, artisan pizza and 
a bar. Birthday parties, group events and 
meeting rooms are available.  
281-909-5000. www.mainevent.com

15  The Ulta at 20530 Hwy. 59 N., Humble, 
reopened in early February after being closed 

due to damages the store experienced during 
Hurricane Harvey. The store sells beauty 
products, such as makeup; bath and body 
products; hair, nail and skin care products; 
and perfume. 281-548-0180. www.ulta.com

16  Arturo’s Hair Designs reopened  
Jan. 30 after sustaining 6 feet of water and 
other damages during Hurricane Harvey. 
Located at 1850 W. Lake Houston Parkway, 
Kingwood, the full-service salon offers 
haircuts, coloring, extensions, hairstyling, 
barber services, waxing, and special occasion 
hair and makeup services. The salon also sells 
a full line of specialty hair products, styling 
products and shampoos. Owner John Arthur, 
who has worked in the hair industry for 40 
years, has a staff of 25 experienced profes-
sionals and plans to hold a grand reopening 
celebration the weekend of March 15.  
281-359-2887. www.arturoshairdesign.com

17  Pier 1 Imports reopened its Humble 
location Feb. 19 after being closed for 
nearly six months due to damages from 
Harvey. Located at 20524 Hwy. 59 N., Pier 
1 Imports offers decor, furniture and gift 
items. 281-540-6191. www.pier1.com

IN THE NEWS

18  Global Tubing LLC will open its 
headquarters at 250 Assay St., Humble, at 
Generation Park in the first quarter of 2018. 
Generation Park is a 4,000-acre commer-
cial development located at the center of 
the Lake Houston community.  
713-265-5000. www.global-tubing.com

NAME CHANGE

19  China KO Restaurant changed its name 
to KO Steak House in late November. The 
former Chinese buffet restaurant changed 
its name and switched to an all-American 
steakhouse, although it is not under new 
ownership. Manager Mason Welsh said 
all of the dishes are Texas-sized with large 
portions. Soup and salad is also served with 
every entree at 5421 FM 1960, Humble.   
281-361-8006. www.facebook.com/
kosteakhousehumble/

 COMPILED BY REBECCA HENNES AND 
CHRIS SHELTON

News or questions about Lake Houston, Humble or 

Kingwood? Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com.

WE ARE OPEN TO CLOSE!
On your new mortgage or home equity loan

We make it fast and easy to get what  

you want.  New home.  Refinance.   

Home improvements. 

Get started and apply today! 
*Loan amount cannot exceed 80% of the collateral value, less outstanding liens. Generally 
(except for Title Policy and Appraisal costs), closing costs will be paid by the Credit Union; 
however, in some instances, certain other costs will be paid by the member.

NMLS #280545

12310 W. Lake Houston Parkway, Houston, TX 77044 | 713.852.6700 | TexasBayCU.org

Refinance  
Yesterday’s CD!   

Earn More Today! 
Call us to learn 

more…

8
W.Lake  

Houston Pkwy.

Lockwood Rd.
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BROOKSIDE MEMORIAL PARK
13747 Eastex Freeway
Houson, Texas 77039

281-449-6511
BrooksideFuneralHomeLauder.com

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

SUNDAY, APRIL 1ST

In Resurrection Garden

Service: 7:00 a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt: 7:45 a.m.

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE!

CRYSTAL LAGOON 
INFORMATION CENTER

Now Open!
Get your Free 

Crystal Lagoon passes 
while they last!

New Homes from the $200s

LagoonHouston.com
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 COMPILED BY  CHRIS SHELTONLOCAL EVENTS

MARCH 7

Attend a food fair 
Lone Star College-Kingwood hosts the 
Community Food Fair along with Humble 
Assistance Ministries. Families in need 
are served fresh fruits and vegetables in 
addition to bread options. 11 a.m. Free. 
LSC-Kingwood, 20000 Kingwood Drive, 
Kingwood. 281-446-3663.  
www.haamministries.org 

MARCH 15

Browse a farmers market 
in Kingwood 
The Kingwood Farmers Market features 
vendors carrying fruits, vegetables, jams, 
Indian food and meats. Markets are held 
Thursdays. 2-6 p.m. Free. Kingwood Town 
Center Park, 8 N. Main St., Kingwood. 
281-446-2128. www.facebook.com/ 
kingwoodfarmersmarket

FEB. 27-MARCH 18

Check out the rodeo  
The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
kicks off Feb. 27, featuring games, rides, 
food, classic rodeo events and live music.  
Find a full list of events online. Times 
vary. $15 (adult ground pass), $5 (chil-
dren ground pass), concert and event 
tickets vary. 3 NRG Park, Houston.  
832-667-1080. www.rodeohouston.com

MARCH 8

Get updated on Northpark 
Drive expansion 
Kingwood’s Tax Increment Reinvest-
ment Zone 10 officials discuss options to 
secure an additional $19 million to fund 
the expansion of Northpark Drive at its 
monthly board meeting. 8 a.m. Kingwood 
Community Center, 4102 Rustic Woods 
Drive, Kingwood. www.houstontx.gov

MARCH 24

Enjoy classic Motown hits
Singer Michael Hix performs a collection 
of soul, pop and Motown covers. The 
performance is one of six events sched-
uled for the year at the Charles Bender 
Performing Arts Center. 7 p.m. $15. 
Charles Bender Performing Arts Center, 
611 Higgins St., Humble. 281-446-4140. 
www.humblepac.com

MARCH 6 

Cast a ballot in the March 6 
primary election 

Candidates in each party compete 
in primary elections to see who will 
represent their parties in the general 
election in November. Candidates 
representing the area are up for election 
at the county, state and national levels.

MARCH 23-APRIL 1

See PGA golfers compete

The Houston Open features several top 
golfers competing in the last sanctioned 
event before the Masters. Times vary. 
$45 (good-any-day grounds ticket), 
various packages are available. Golf Club 
of Houston, 5860 Wilson Road, Humble. 
281-454-7000. www.houstonopen.org

COURTESY THE HOUSTON OPEN

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, business openings, 
meetings and more in the month of March

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/lhk-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

MARCH 17

Purchase some new plants
Mercer Botanic Gardens’ March Mart 
event features several rare plants as well 
as tropicals, ferns and carnivorous plants. 
8 a.m. (members only), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(general public). Free. Mercer Botanic 
Gardens, 22306 Aldine Westfield Road, 
Humble. 713-274-4160. www.hcp4.net

COURTESY HARRIS COUNTY PRECINCT 4 

APRIL 7

Run in the Eagle Dash 5K 
Designed with the help of cadets, the 
5K mud fun run features some small 
obstacles and benefits the Marine Corps  
Junior ROTC program. 9 a.m.-noon. $15 
(student), $20 (team member), $25 (in-
dividual). Atascocita High School, 13300 
Will Clayton Parkway, Humble.  
281-641-7500. www.humbleisd.net

See a list of full events at www.communityimpact.com/events

Houston Show Choir
DEC 16, 2017

6:30PM

FREE CONCERT
Tickets available at 

The Humble Civic Center or online at www.humblepac.com
281-446-4140

Holiday Concert

Compliments of The City of Humble

CHARLES BENDER PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
611 HIGGINS STREET, HUMBLE, TX

JOIN US FOR THE 38TH ANNUAL

SATURDAY APRIL 7 TH 10AM TO 5PM

MAIN STREET DOWNTOWN HUMBLE

INFO OR BOOTH RENTAL 281-446-4140  OR WWW.GOODOILDAYS.COM

MICHAEL HIX LIVE

SAT. MARCH 24
TICKETS $15 

7:00 PM 
WWW.HUMBLEPAC.COM
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Royal Brook is the first new village 
of Kingwood to open in several years.

It will also be the final village of 
the master-planned community 

of Kingwood. Visit today
and reserve your place. 

n Humble ISD Schools, including Kingwood Park High School
n Future Recreation Center with Clubhouse
n Junior Olympic, Competition Swimming Pool
n Playground and nature reserves
n Five miles of trails tying into the Kingwood trail system

KingwoodOnline.com
FriendswoodDevelopment.com

New Homes from the $300s - $600s | Homes Ready for Quick Move-In Available!SIX FURNISHED
MODEL HOMES

OPEN DAILY
FOR TOURING!
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Map not to scale N

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

5

6

3

All information on this page was updated as of  
2/9/18. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com.

RECENT UPDATES
1  Lockwood Road expansion 

Harris County Precinct 4 is designing the 
expansion of Lockwood Road from two to 
four lanes with drainage improvements. 
The county will put the expansion up for 
bids during the third quarter of 2018.

Timeline: TBD 

Cost: TBD

Funding source: Harris County Precinct 4

2  Timber Forest Drive widening  

Harris County Precinct 2 is designing the wid-
ening of Timber Forest Drive between Eagle 
Springs and Madera Run parkways. The road 

will be widened from two to four lanes. 

Timeline: first quarter 2018-TBD 

Cost: $2.7 million 

Funding source: Harris County  
Precinct 2 

3  Townsen Boulevard expansion  

The city of Humble began construction on 
the expansion of Townsen Boulevard this 
summer. The roadway will be expanded to 
four lanes between the northern entrance 
of Wal-Mart and where the road bends 
toward Hwy. 59.

Timeline: October 2017-July 2018  

Cost: $2.8 million

Funding sources: Aldine ISD, city of Humble

4  Hwy. 59 bridge improvements 

The Texas Department of Transportation 
will begin construction on the Hwy. 59 
southbound main lane bridge over the 
West Fork of the San Jacinto River in 
Humble by early March. The bridge’s 
foundation was damaged during Hurri-
cane Harvey when the path of the river 
adjusted after the storm.  

Timeline: early March-summer 

Cost: $7.5 million  

Funding source: TxDOT

5  Wilson Road expansion 

SER Construction Partners received a no-
tice to proceed with construction on the ex-
pansion of Wilson Road on Jan. 29. The road 
will be expanded to four lanes between just 
north of Beltway 8 and Atascocita Road. The 
planned construction also will include the 
installation of a sidewalk extension between 
Park Lakes Elementary and Viscaro Lane. 

Timeline: January 2018-October 2019 

Cost: $9.9 million 

Funding source: Harris County  
Precinct 4

6  Northpark Drive widening Phase 1 

The Lake Houston Redevelopment 
Authority is seeking new funding sources 
for the expansion of Northpark Drive 
in Kingwood from Loop 494 to Russell 
Palmer Road with an overpass at the 
railroad tracks. The LHRA is designing the 
project, which will take the road out of the 
100-year flood plain. 

Timeline: early March-summer 

Cost: $7.5 million  

Funding source: TxDOT

4
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HOW IT WORKS

When driving on the 
shoulder is legally 
allowed in Texas
Texas drivers are permitted to travel 
on an “improved shoulder,” or a paved 
shoulder, in some cases if determined 
necessary and if it can be completed 
safely, according to Section 545.058 of 
the Texas Transportation Code.

On the right shoulder driving is permit-
ted in order to stop, stand or park the 
vehicle; to accelerate before entering 
the travel lane; or to decelerate before a 
right turn. Using the right shoulder is also 
allowed when passing another vehicle 
that is slowing or stopped in the travel 
lane or about to turn left, or to let a faster 
vehicle pass.

Drivers also have the option to use the 
right shoulder to avoid a collision or 
when required to by traffic-control devic-
es, such as construction barrels.

On the left side, driving on the shoulder 
is permitted in order to slow or stop a dis-
abled vehicle that cannot reach the right 
shoulder, to avoid a collision or when 
required to do so by traffic-control devic-
es. Police and emergency vehicles and 
cyclists are not subject to those rules.
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RE/MAX Associates Northeast
2940 Oak Street

Kingwood, TX 77339

Proudly serving the Lake Houston area including Atascocita,  
Humble, Kingwood and East Montgomery County

281-358-8888 | 281-812-9400 | NORTHHOUSTONHOMES.COM

Welcome Home
KINGWOOD DR.

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Call one of our professional agents for all your real estate needs.

The #1 Name in Real Estate!
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Harris County flood mitigation bond will not be on May ballots

Open Meetings Act violation charges reinstated after ruling reversal

Humble could cancel May election: 
Incumbents running unopposed HARRIS COUNTY  A bond proposition to provide 

funding for the Harris County Flood Control District 
will not be on ballots this May as commissioners 
said they need additional time to prepare the details 
of the package before putting it before taxpayers.

The deadline set by the Texas Secretary of State 
to place the measure on May 5 ballots was Feb. 16. 
Details of the potential package are still being dis-
cussed, said Joe Stinebaker, communications director 
for Harris County Judge Ed Emmett.

“The reason no bond issue was placed on the May 
ballot is because the folks in engineering, flood con-
trol [and the] budget office … are still compiling all 

the information about exactly which projects should 
be part of the proposal, how much each would cost 
and realistic timelines for accomplishing this,” 
Stinebaker said. 

A dollar amount is still undetermined, but county 
officials have said the county would conservatively 
need at least $1 billion to address flooding issues. The 
bond would be funded by a property tax increase.

Congress set aside $90 billion for disaster relief in 
several states—including Texas—in a budget passed 
in February. In a statement Emmett said federal and 
state funding will be crucial to addressing flooding 
issues in Harris County as well.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY  On Feb. 7 the Ninth Court 
of Appeals in Beaumont reversed a ruling made by 
Judge Randy Clapp of Wharton County that dis-
missed charges against Montgomery County Judge 
Craig Doyal, Precinct 2 Commissioner Charlie Riley 
and political consultant Marc Davenport.

The original indictment related to negotiations for 
the 2015 Montgomery County road bond referendum 
among the commissioners, Davenport and members 
of the Texas Patriots Political Action Committee. 
Clapp, who was the visiting judge for the 221st district 
court during the proceedings, dismissed the case 

following arguments that a subsection of the Texas 
Open Meetings Act is vague and unconstitutional.

Now that the decision has been reversed, the case 
is expected to return to trial in district court to deter-
mine if the elected officials knowingly circumvented 
TOMA as they made plans to place the referendum 
on the November 2015 ballot. Doyal said he plans to 
file an appeal over the decision.

“We always knew this would go to the criminal 
court of appeals regardless. If we had won they 
would have appealed it, and certainly we will, too,” 
Doyal said. 

HUMBLE  The city of Humble may cancel its May 5 
election after incumbents for positions 3, 4 and 5 filed 
unopposed. Council members Allan Steagall, Norman 
Funderburk and David Pierce have no opponents.

The deadlines to file for the positions and to file as 
a write-in candidate were Feb. 16 and 20, respectively. 
Interim City Secretary Sherry Mashburn said the 
council will decide whether to cancel the elections at 
the March 15 meeting. Mashburn said council mem-
bers serve two-year terms with no term limits.

Mayor Merle Aaron Sr. and Council Member Allen 
Calfee ran unopposed last May, while incumbent 
Charles Curry defeated Ross Adkins to retain his seat 
on the council, according to Harris County data. 

MEETINGS

Humble City Council meets March 15 at 6:30 p.m. at  
114 W. Higgins St., Humble. 281-446-3061.  
www.cityofhumble.com

Harris County Commissioners Court meets March 13  and 27 
at 10 a.m. at 1001 Preston St., Ste. 934, Houston. 713-755-5000. 
www.harriscountytx.gov

Montgomery County Commissioners Court meets  
March 20 and 27 at 9:30 a.m. at 501 N. Thompson St., 
Conroe. 936-756-0571. www.mctx.org

CITY & COUNTY News from Harris County, Montgomery County and Humble COMPILED BY SHAWN ARRAJJ, JESSE MENDOZA AND MATT STEPHENS
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*INCUMBENT

Voters will decide the party representatives for the November 
general election on March 6. Several county positions are 
contested in the Lake Houston area, including Montgomery 
County judge and Harris County Precinct 4 commissioner.

COMPILED BY ZAC EZZONE AND KELLY 
SCHAFLER

Shaw:  I will take a comprehensive 
approach to crafting an immediate 
disaster-preparedness plan and harness 
resources, including funding sources, 
expert flood and disaster advisers, com-
munity partnerships and county depart-
ment resources, to build a long-term and 
sustainable flood-mitigation plan. Any 
comprehensive plan will include looking 
at measures, such as land acquisition, 
passive flood zones and grants for prop-
erty owners. I will also investigate how 
to protect our port and industry facilities 
that are most susceptible to natural 
disasters. Residents should not have to 
face another disaster without safeguards 
and comprehensive preparedness and 
recovery models in place.

Stauber:   As commissioner, I must play 
an integral and active role in flood-mitiga-
tion efforts. I have seen and worked many 
flooding events in Precinct 4; I know where 
the problems are, and I will be leading the 
efforts in Commissioners Court for the 
current recovery and mitigation of future 
flooding events. I am committed to work-
ing with the entire region to implement 
flood-control measures that account for 
both localized flooding scenarios and 
issues with upstream rain events. We 
must prepare the county to the realities of 
climate change, and smart flood-control 
infrastructure needs to be put into place 
that accounts for flooding, the needs of 
first responders during flooding events and 
equally serves  all areas of Harris County.

As commissioner, what role would you play  
in flood-mitigation efforts in Precinct 4?

pennyshawhtx@gmail.com 
www.votepennyshaw.com

pct4stauber@gmail.com 
www.pct4stauber.com

Years lived in  
Precinct 4: six years

Experience:  
business owner, 
attorney

Top priorities: flood 
management, fiscal 
transparency, com-
prehensive planning

Years lived in  
Precinct 4: 32 years

Experience: worked 
for Harris County 
Sheriff’s Office for 32 
years 

Top priorities: flood 
control, Harris Coun-
ty’s economy, safety

Penny Shaw Jeff Stauber

Harris County Precinct 4 commissioner (Democrat)

Doyal: 1. Building the infrastructure 
we will need to accommodate the rapid 
growth coming our way by working to 
build public support for infrastructure.  
2. Continuing to promote economic 
development to ensure quality of life 
and minimal burden on the residential 
taxpayer. 3. To work with local entities 
and other regional government entities 
on common regional challenges like 
flooding.

Doyal: We have already begun drafting 
an interlocal agreement with the Harris 
County Flood Control District on a grant 
application to fund a study of our water-
sheds, with an eye toward better under-
standing the hydrology and identify[ing] 
opportunities for mitigation projects that 
could alleviate some flooding. In addition, 
we have gone to Washington, D.C., to 
press for federal assistance and make the 
case for funding. Finally, we have worked 
with state authorities as well to make the 
case for assistance for our county. We are 
advocating for sufficient dollars to fund a 
buyout program for local residents.

Keough: Right now we don’t plan for our 
growing infrastructure needs on a county-
wide scale. Each [Montgomery County] 
commissioner is on their own for the 
planning of infrastructure. This causes mul-
tiple problems from method of payment, 
leveraging resources and lack of foresight. 
Bringing each commissioner to the table 
with community leaders and citizens will 
allow for us to prioritize our infrastructure 
needs and plan for our continued growth. 

Keough: [This is] a major issue for 
some residents. First, I would hold [the 
San Jacinto River Authority’s] feet to 
the fire and ensure they are providing 
their legislative-mandated flood control 
without raising fees or taxes. Second, I 
would partner with stakeholders from 
across the county and region to look 
for solutions. Right now, downstream 
capacity has been lowered due to silting 
and debris. Lake Houston is at 50 percent 
its original capacity. When Lake Houston 
fills up, all the water from [the] San Jacinto 
River impounds upstream and floods our 
county. Dredging and removing debris 
from the river and creek watersheds will 
also improve water flow. 

What are the challenges facing the county regarding 
population growth? How would you address them?

What efforts would you make toward flood-mitigation 
projects or home buyout programs in the county?

Montgomery County judge (Republican)

936-827-4970 
www.craigdoyal.com

832-729-3314 
www.keough4texas.com

Hometown: Conroe

Experience: Mont-
gomery County judge 
for three years

Top priorities: 
preparation for future 
growth, improved 
mobility, economic 
development

Hometown: The 
Woodlands 

Experience: served 
previously as Texas 
state representative for 
District 15 

Top priorities: reduc-
ing spending and prop-
erty taxes, improved 
mobility, restoring trust 
and ethics in county 
government

Craig Doyal* Mark Keough 

*INCUMBENT

Meet the 
candidates

Primary 
Election 

Guide

20182018

SUNDAY
WORSHIP

1799 Woodland Hills Dr. Kingwood, TX 77339
www.kingwoodumc.org | 281-358-2137

Traditional - 8:30, 9:40, 11am
Students - 9:40am
Contemporary - 9:40 & 11am
Hispanic - 11am

Easter Sunday Worship times available 
at kingwoodumc.org/easter

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
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Stars shine at LSC Foundation’s StarGala

Want to learn more 
about attending 
college?

Feeling a little nervous about going to college is 
not unusual. That’s why Lone Star College hosts LSC 
Open House events in April to give future students 
and their families the chance to meet LSC faculty 
and staff and learn about the many educational 
opportunities available at LSC. 

“Attending a Lone Star College Open House 
event is a wonderful way for students and their 
families to get a sense of the college experience in 
a very informal and stress-free way,” said Stephen 
C. Head, Ph.D., LSC chancellor.

LSC has a variety of academic transfer degrees,
along with state-of-the-art workforce and career 
training programs to help students launch successful 
careers. Representatives will be on hand to answer 
questions about degree options, and financial 
aid information will be available to help students 
learn about options to help pay for college. 

The Open Houses will be April 5 – 14 at all six Lone 
Star College campuses.

“Starting at Lone Star College is not just about 
saving money,” said Head. “Studies show that 
students who complete their first two years of higher 
education at a community college like Lone Star 
College and then transfer to a four-year institution are 
more likely to graduate with a bachelor’s degree.”

Visit LoneStar.edu/OpenHouse to learn 
more about starting close and going far!

LSC generates more dollars than it receives!
Did you know that for every dollar Lone Star 

College receives from state and local taxpayers, it 
returns $7.20 in added state revenue and social 
savings back to the community?

According to a 2017 study conducted by EMSI, 
a national economic research firm, this $7.20 
represents a larger future tax base from students’ 
higher income, which has been discounted back to 
the present. As the report noted, $1 today is worth 
more than $1 tomorrow.

“Lone Star College takes its responsibility to 
taxpayers very seriously,” said Alton Smith, Ed.D., 
LSC Board of Trustees, chair. “It’s important for 
them to know their investment in higher education 
is paying off.”

In all, taxpayers enjoy $2.1 billion in future tax 
revenue and government savings thanks to Lone 
Star College. The report also cited that LSC students 
see a benefit of $4.3 billion of extra earnings, 
seeing a $6 return in lifetime earnings for every $1 
they spend on their education due to higher wages.

“Lone Star College creates wealth by educating 
students who contribute to local business,” said 
Smith. “When you add up all the numbers, it’s easy 
to see what an important role LSC plays in the 
community, helping students start close and go far.”

Affordable, close to home with world-class 
facilities. No wonder LSC is the No. 1 choice for 
area high school graduates.

Lone Star College does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, gender, religion, disability, age, veteran 
status, sexual orientation, nationality or ethnicity in its 
programs and activities. For more information, see  

LoneStar.edu/Legal-Notices.

The stars truly shine at 
the annual Lone Star College 
Foundation StarGala. 

StarGala is the major 
fundraising celebration of the year fundraising celebration of the year 
hosted by the Lone Star College 
Foundation, the philanthropic arm 
of Lone Star College.

“As a former director of 
Financial Aid, I saw a definite need 
to make as many scholarships 
available as possible,” said 
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D., LSC 
chancellor. “I have always been 

a big supporter of the Lone Star 
College Foundation.”

This year’s event takes place 
April 14 at The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Waterway Marriott Hotel and 
will feature dinner, dancing, 
cocktails, entertainment, live 
and silent auctions, and more. 
Proceeds help support students’ 
dreams of a college education.

“Receiving a scholarship is 
important to me because it gives 
me the confirmation that if I put 
my mind to something, whatever 

it is, I can achieve it,” said Lutricia 
Wheeler, a student at LSC-
Kingwood. Wheeler was one of 
11 students to receive a $1,000 
scholarship during the recent LSC scholarship during the recent LSC 
Chancellor’s Breakfast, which 
was held in February.

Visit LoneStar.edu/Giving
to learn more about the 2018 
StarGala and all the great work StarGala and all the great work StarGala
done by the LSC Foundation.

LoneStar.edu

LSC-CyFair LSC-North HarrisLSC-Kingwood LSC-TomballLSC-Montgomery LSC-University Park

Fast Facts

GOFAR.

House
Open

HouseHouse
OpenOpen

House
Open

HouseHouse
Open

House
You’re invited!

LSC-CyFair 
Saturday, April 14 
10:30 am-1:30 pm

LSC-Kingwood 
Saturday, April 7 
10 am-1 pm

LSC-Montgomery 
Thursday, April 5 
11 am-3 pm

LSC-North Harris 
Saturday, April 14 
11 am-2 pm

LSC-Tomball 
Tuesday, April 10 
4-6:30 pm

LSC-University Park  
Thursday, April 12 
4-7 pm

April 5-14, 2018

For every $1 invested by...

Alumni Impact
Impact in FY 2015-16 of the increased 
earning of Lone Star College’s alumni 
and the businesses they work for:

28,054 Jobs
supported

$2.4 Billion
Annual added income

Around t e World

Around t e World

     80 Days
     80 Days
inin

APRIL 14, 2018

Lone Star College 
Board of Trustees

Position 1
David Holsey, DDS, Trustee

Position 2
Kyle A. Scott, Ph.D., 

Vice Chair

District 3
Alton Smith, Ed.D., Chair

District 4
Art Murillo, Trustee

District 5
David A. Vogt, Trustee

District 6
Myriam Saldívar, 

Assistant Secretary

District 7
Linda S. Good, JD, Trustee

Position 8
Ron Trowbridge, Ph.D., 

Trustee

District 9
Ken E. Lloyd, Secretary

Stephen C. Head, Ph.D., Chancellor

7.5Xan economic boost similar to 
hosting the Houston rodeo 

$1=$6
Students

in lifetime earnings

$1=$7.20
Taxpayers

in added state
revenue savings

$1=$29.20
in added  
taxes and public 
sector savings

Society in Texas

*Economic Modeling Specialists Inc., 2017 Economic Study. 

Lone Star College offers
world-class technology centers, 
total college experience 

What comes to mind when you think of a community 
college? Cutting-edge research, opportunities to study 
in a foreign country, world-class workforce technology 
centers? 

It may surprise you to learn that Lone Star College 
offers all that and much more! LSC is known nationally 
as a top degree producer, helping students 
realize their dreams.

LSC welcomed more than 
99,000 credit and non-credit 
students in fall 2017. These 
students are making the smart 
choice, getting an affordable 
education close to home. 
LSC students are also taking 
advantage of small classroom 
sizes offering the personal kind 
of attention they deserve.

Known as a world leader 
in workforce training, LSC has 
state-of-the-art facilities that 
prepare students to work in 
the hottest industries such as health care, computer 
technology, HVAC-R, construction, skilled trades 
and energy.

Visit a Lone Star College campus and you’ll 
be amazed at the beautiful buildings and grounds 
our students enjoy. It’s that commitment to the total 
college experience that makes LSC one of the largest 
in the nation.

High-achieving students can take advantage 
of the Honors College at LSC with 
challenging course work across a 
broad range of disciplines. In addition, 
Honors College Chancellor’s Fellows 
students receive full scholarships. 

LSC also has intramural and club 
sports, as well as lots of clubs and 
student organizations, so it’s easy for 
LSC students to get involved. High 
school students can also get a jump 
start on their college credentials by 
earning high school and college credit 
at the same time with LSC’s Dual Credit 
program.

The fall semester is right around the corner 
and LSC knows you have lots of choices when it 

comes to continuing your education. Registration for 
fall 2018 begins April 9. Check out LoneStar.edu
to learn how you can #StartCloseGoFar!

GET 
READY

SET

REGISTER

APRIL 9TH

Paid Advertisement
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Stars shine at LSC Foundation’s StarGala

Want to learn more 
about attending 
college?

Feeling a little nervous about going to college is 
not unusual. That’s why Lone Star College hosts LSC 
Open House events in April to give future students 
and their families the chance to meet LSC faculty 
and staff and learn about the many educational 
opportunities available at LSC. 

“Attending a Lone Star College Open House 
event is a wonderful way for students and their 
families to get a sense of the college experience in 
a very informal and stress-free way,” said Stephen 
C. Head, Ph.D., LSC chancellor.

LSC has a variety of academic transfer degrees,
along with state-of-the-art workforce and career 
training programs to help students launch successful 
careers. Representatives will be on hand to answer 
questions about degree options, and financial 
aid information will be available to help students 
learn about options to help pay for college. 

The Open Houses will be April 5 – 14 at all six Lone 
Star College campuses.

“Starting at Lone Star College is not just about 
saving money,” said Head. “Studies show that 
students who complete their first two years of higher 
education at a community college like Lone Star 
College and then transfer to a four-year institution are 
more likely to graduate with a bachelor’s degree.”

Visit LoneStar.edu/OpenHouse to learn 
more about starting close and going far!

LSC generates more dollars than it receives!
Did you know that for every dollar Lone Star 

College receives from state and local taxpayers, it 
returns $7.20 in added state revenue and social 
savings back to the community?

According to a 2017 study conducted by EMSI, 
a national economic research firm, this $7.20 
represents a larger future tax base from students’ 
higher income, which has been discounted back to 
the present. As the report noted, $1 today is worth 
more than $1 tomorrow.

“Lone Star College takes its responsibility to 
taxpayers very seriously,” said Alton Smith, Ed.D., 
LSC Board of Trustees, chair. “It’s important for 
them to know their investment in higher education 
is paying off.”

In all, taxpayers enjoy $2.1 billion in future tax 
revenue and government savings thanks to Lone 
Star College. The report also cited that LSC students 
see a benefit of $4.3 billion of extra earnings, 
seeing a $6 return in lifetime earnings for every $1 
they spend on their education due to higher wages.

“Lone Star College creates wealth by educating 
students who contribute to local business,” said 
Smith. “When you add up all the numbers, it’s easy 
to see what an important role LSC plays in the 
community, helping students start close and go far.”

Affordable, close to home with world-class 
facilities. No wonder LSC is the No. 1 choice for 
area high school graduates.

Lone Star College does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, gender, religion, disability, age, veteran 
status, sexual orientation, nationality or ethnicity in its 
programs and activities. For more information, see  

LoneStar.edu/Legal-Notices.

The stars truly shine at 
the annual Lone Star College 
Foundation StarGala. 

StarGala is the major 
fundraising celebration of the year fundraising celebration of the year 
hosted by the Lone Star College 
Foundation, the philanthropic arm 
of Lone Star College.

“As a former director of 
Financial Aid, I saw a definite need 
to make as many scholarships 
available as possible,” said 
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D., LSC 
chancellor. “I have always been 

a big supporter of the Lone Star 
College Foundation.”

This year’s event takes place 
April 14 at The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Waterway Marriott Hotel and 
will feature dinner, dancing, 
cocktails, entertainment, live 
and silent auctions, and more. 
Proceeds help support students’ 
dreams of a college education.

“Receiving a scholarship is 
important to me because it gives 
me the confirmation that if I put 
my mind to something, whatever 

it is, I can achieve it,” said Lutricia 
Wheeler, a student at LSC-
Kingwood. Wheeler was one of 
11 students to receive a $1,000 
scholarship during the recent LSC scholarship during the recent LSC 
Chancellor’s Breakfast, which 
was held in February.

Visit LoneStar.edu/Giving
to learn more about the 2018 
StarGala and all the great work StarGala and all the great work StarGala
done by the LSC Foundation.

LoneStar.edu

LSC-CyFair LSC-North HarrisLSC-Kingwood LSC-TomballLSC-Montgomery LSC-University Park

Fast Facts

GOFAR.

House
Open

HouseHouse
OpenOpen

House
Open

HouseHouse
Open

House
You’re invited!

LSC-CyFair 
Saturday, April 14 
10:30 am-1:30 pm

LSC-Kingwood 
Saturday, April 7 
10 am-1 pm

LSC-Montgomery 
Thursday, April 5 
11 am-3 pm

LSC-North Harris 
Saturday, April 14 
11 am-2 pm

LSC-Tomball 
Tuesday, April 10 
4-6:30 pm

LSC-University Park  
Thursday, April 12 
4-7 pm

April 5-14, 2018

For every $1 invested by...

Alumni Impact
Impact in FY 2015-16 of the increased 
earning of Lone Star College’s alumni 
and the businesses they work for:

28,054 Jobs
supported

$2.4 Billion
Annual added income

Around t e World

Around t e World

     80 Days
     80 Days
inin

APRIL 14, 2018

Lone Star College 
Board of Trustees

Position 1
David Holsey, DDS, Trustee

Position 2
Kyle A. Scott, Ph.D., 

Vice Chair

District 3
Alton Smith, Ed.D., Chair

District 4
Art Murillo, Trustee

District 5
David A. Vogt, Trustee

District 6
Myriam Saldívar, 

Assistant Secretary

District 7
Linda S. Good, JD, Trustee

Position 8
Ron Trowbridge, Ph.D., 

Trustee

District 9
Ken E. Lloyd, Secretary

Stephen C. Head, Ph.D., Chancellor

7.5Xan economic boost similar to 
hosting the Houston rodeo 

$1=$6
Students

in lifetime earnings

$1=$7.20
Taxpayers

in added state
revenue savings

$1=$29.20
in added  
taxes and public 
sector savings

Society in Texas

*Economic Modeling Specialists Inc., 2017 Economic Study. 

Lone Star College offers
world-class technology centers, 
total college experience 

What comes to mind when you think of a community 
college? Cutting-edge research, opportunities to study 
in a foreign country, world-class workforce technology 
centers? 

It may surprise you to learn that Lone Star College 
offers all that and much more! LSC is known nationally 
as a top degree producer, helping students 
realize their dreams.

LSC welcomed more than 
99,000 credit and non-credit 
students in fall 2017. These 
students are making the smart 
choice, getting an affordable 
education close to home. 
LSC students are also taking 
advantage of small classroom 
sizes offering the personal kind 
of attention they deserve.

Known as a world leader 
in workforce training, LSC has 
state-of-the-art facilities that 
prepare students to work in 
the hottest industries such as health care, computer 
technology, HVAC-R, construction, skilled trades 
and energy.

Visit a Lone Star College campus and you’ll 
be amazed at the beautiful buildings and grounds 
our students enjoy. It’s that commitment to the total 
college experience that makes LSC one of the largest 
in the nation.

High-achieving students can take advantage 
of the Honors College at LSC with 
challenging course work across a 
broad range of disciplines. In addition, 
Honors College Chancellor’s Fellows 
students receive full scholarships. 

LSC also has intramural and club 
sports, as well as lots of clubs and 
student organizations, so it’s easy for 
LSC students to get involved. High 
school students can also get a jump 
start on their college credentials by 
earning high school and college credit 
at the same time with LSC’s Dual Credit 
program.

The fall semester is right around the corner 
and LSC knows you have lots of choices when it 

comes to continuing your education. Registration for 
fall 2018 begins April 9. Check out LoneStar.edu
to learn how you can #StartCloseGoFar!

GET 
READY

SET

REGISTER

APRIL 9TH

Paid Advertisement
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Registration Opens April 23
Apply Now!

Start This Summer,  
Finish Faster!

• Earn credits in as little as four weeks
• One of the lowest tuition rates in Texas
• Recognized for low student debt after graduation* 
• Transfer-student friendly programs

DOWNTOWN • NORTHWEST • ONLINE • KINGWOOD • CYFAIR

uhd.edu/startnow
*lendedu.com
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USING THE FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID
With many students in the area making plans to head off to college in the fall, many parents are working to determine how to pay for college costs, 
including tuition, books and housing. There are a number of local, state and federal options to help make higher education more affordable. 

SOURCES: LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN AFFAIRS/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

While students can apply 
for financial aid up until the 
listed deadline, they are 
encouraged to file as soon 
as possible once the filing 
window opens. 

F FA AS

To receive federal aid, students must meet a 
few basic qualifications. Students must:

Demonstrate financial need 

Have a valid Social Security number

Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment as 
a student in an eligible degree program

Maintain satisfactory academic standards

Reapply annually while enrolled in school 
to stay eligible for aid

Parents and students will both need the following 
documents to fill out the FAFSA:

Social Security number

Tax returns, W-2 forms and any other records 
of earned income from the past year

Records of untaxed income

Bank statements 

A Federal Student Aid ID, used to sign  
student aid documents electronically

WHO CAN

FAST

WHAT IS NEEDED 
TO FILL OUT THEa

f f

fp

a a

ap

f c

fl

s t

sy

a s

a?

 

? Be sure to [apply] and do it early. Many people 
think they won’t qualify, so they don’t apply to 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. It’s 
free and takes less than 30 minutes to complete. 
More people qualify than you’d think.

—Alicia Harvey-Smith, Lone Star College executive vice  
chancellor of academic and student affairs

app l i cat i o n  d ead l i n e s

state 
d ead l i n e

F e d e ra l 
d ead l i n e

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is offered by the U.S. government to help 
students find financial aid, such as federal grants, work-study programs and loans. States 
and schools also use the information provided to determine financial aid eligibility. 

june 
30, 2019r e so u r c e s

$120 billion

13 million20 million

Where to learn about financial aid

Lone Star College System 
Students attending any LSCS campus have access to the Financial Aid Office 
and can chat online with an advisor to help with applications for grants, 
scholarship and work-study programs as well as various aid resources.  
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m. (for chat services, campus hours vary  
by campus) 
281-290-2700 ∙ www.lonestar.edu/financial-aid

Federal Student Aid FAFSA website 
An office of the U.S. Department of Education, the Federal Student Aid 
website can be used by both students and parents to help choose a 
school, digitally file FAFSA applications and learn more about various 
grants and loans. 
www.studentaid.ed.gov ∙ www.fafsa.gov

U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs 
Students who have served in the military can be eligible to receive money 
for school through the GI Bill, signed into law in 1944. In 2008, the bill was 
updated to give veterans with active-duty service on or after Sept. 11, 2001, 
additional education benefits and money for books and living expenses. 
www.benefits.va.gov

in federal student aid is given 
annually to help students pay for 

higher education.

applications are filed 
across the U.S. each year.

students nationwide receive funds 
through the program each year.

Texas students applied for 
aid in 2017, the 2nd most of 

any state in the U.S. 

1.4 millionMore than

March 
15

COMPILED BY WENDY CAWTHON

annually.6,000 schoolsAid is delivered through more than

SPONSORS

H I G H E R20
18 EDUCATION G U I D E

Concrete Raising Corporation

We Raise Concrete,
    You Save Money!

10118 Moers Rd | Houston, TX 77075
713- 991-1777 • www.crc-houston.com

ELIMINATE TRIP AND FALL HAZARDS

Ca  Us Today!

Before After
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A   customer entering Gnome Sweet Gnome might 
never guess that 5 feet of water from Hurri-

cane Harvey forced the Kingwood shop to close its 
doors for a few months this past fall. 

However, founder Mary Beth Baker and co-owner 
Sally Kelly said the shop has bounced back. 

“We had to start from scratch again; it was a huge 
financial risk since [the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency did not] cover [the damage],” Baker 
said. “But we couldn’t just give up after all of our 
hard work either.”

Kelly said the owners had just returned from mar-
ket with new products before their store was flooded.

“We had to replace flooring, fixtures and 8 feet of 
walls,” Baker said. “But afterwards, it was a shelter 
for people coming in that were glad to see a King-
wood store reopen. It was a place people could come 
to get away from their homes [that were damaged].”

The shop features a variety of unique gift items 
ranging from as little as $8 to more than $600, 
including home decor, collegiate and children’s 

items, clocks and jewelry. It supports small busi-
nesses in Texas and Louisiana, and it offers specialty 
orders and free gift wrapping. 

“I like to find things that no one else has and to 
support small businesses like ourselves,” Baker 
said. “Our products are classy, unique and have an 
old-world, rustic feel.”

In remembrance of the community’s plight, the store 
has added an exclusive line of Loblolly’s—sculptures 
made from local pines by local artist Pat Wallace. 

“Pat wanted to help the community somehow, so 
this is helping her heart, too,” Kelly said.

The shop originally opened four years ago. Baker 
had opened a maternity clothing store in the Galleria 
but followed her passion for gifts and home decor to 
start Gnome Sweet Gnome. Last June, Kelly joined 
forces with Baker as a partner, shortly before Harvey. 

Despite the hurricane’s wrath, the business owners 
said they hope to keep growing in the community. 

 “I want us to grow and expand. That’s the goal,” 
Baker said.

BY ROSEMARY SMITH

1: Gnome Sweet Gnome sells jewelry and other gift 
items. 2: The shop offers a variety of collegiate prod-
ucts. 3: Owners Sally Kelly (left) and Mary Beth Baker 
said their store rebuilt after Hurricane Harvey.  

Gnome Sweet Gnome

16 N. Main St., Kingwood

281-570-4713

www.facebook.com/
gnomesweetgnomegifts

Hours: Mon.-Sat.  
10 a.m.-6 p.m., closed 
Sundays

Gnome Sweet Gnome
Kingwood gift shop rebounds after Hurricane Harvey
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Gnome Sweet Gnome features a wide array of unique gift 
items, including:  

• Handmade cuckoo clocks from Germany
• On U, Firefly, J&I and Grandmother’s Buttons  jewelry 

lines
• Sugarfina gourmet candy from Los Angeles
• Orleans candles
• Hand-quilled cards
• Stuffed animals
• Various glass and ceramic artwork

UNIQUE GIFT ITEMS

BUSINESS FEATURE

SUMMER FUN BEGINS HERE!
Awesome Field Trips ∙ Great Programs 

Special Guests & Entertainment 
Splashdays ∙ And Much More!

281-594-7008 | www.childrenslighthouse.com/lakehouston
14505 West Lake Houston Pkwy. | Houston, TX 77044

6 WEEKS TO 12 YEARS

SUMMER FUN BEGINS HERE!
Awesome Field Trips ∙ Great Programs 

Special Guests & Entertainment 
Splashdays ∙ And Much More!

281-594-7008 | www.childrenslighthouse.com/lakehouston
14505 West Lake Houston Pkwy. | Houston, TX 77044

SUMMER FUN BEGINS HERE!
Awesome Field Trips ∙ Great Programs 

Special Guests & Entertainment 
Splashdays ∙ And Much More!

281-594-7008 | www.childrenslighthouse.com/lakehouston

FREE REGISTRATION ∙ NOW ENROLLING
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T  eresa Miranda has had a goal of 
opening a restaurant since 

adolescence.
In her hometown in Mexico, 

Miranda started a business selling 
candy when she was only 7 years old. 
Years later, when her two brothers 
suggested opening a business with 
her, she said the idea excited her. 

“I was in my 20s and had no 
idea how much work it would be,” 
Miranda said. “And it’s hard work, 
but I said, ‘Let’s go try it.’” 

In an Humble retail space where an 
Asian doughnut shop and numerous 
other small businesses had floun-
dered, the family opened Dos Gallos 
in 2000. 

Today, Dos Gallos is a bustling diner 
for customers who drive as far as 

Splendora to satisfy their cravings for 
homemade Mexican food—enchiladas 
in particular, Miranda said. 

The dishes are recipes from her 
mother and brothers, she said. 

“Almost everything we serve is 
made from scratch,” Miranda said.

Among the most ordered dishes 
are the carne guisada, a type of beef 
stew; the caldo de pollo, a chicken 
soup that is served with rice, cheese 
and tortillas; and a sweet dessert pas-
try called the sopapilla that is served 
with syrup, cinnamon and whipped 
cream, she said.

“My customers wouldn’t be happy 
if I changed my daily specials,” 
Miranda said. 

However, the owner said she wants 
to add a new dish to the menu in 

March—carnitas tacos with shredded 
beef instead of pork. 

At Dos Gallos, the day starts at  
6 a.m., when Miranda’s chef, Salvador, 
opens the kitchen. Salvador has been 
cooking at Dos Gallos for 17 years. 

Miranda said she is almost always 
on hand to prepare food, wash dishes 
or serve customers, her favorite task. 

“I love people,” Miranda said. “I 
think the restaurant has been suc-
cessful because I let customers feel 
at home, and we pray that all of them 
will be as blessed as we are.”

She also credited her success to the 
restaurant’s location. 

“I love Humble and the Lake Hous-
ton area. The people are so nice,” 
Miranda said. “The mayor has done 
so much to improve this town.”

BY KATHLEEN SISON

Dos Gallos

410 Isaacks Road, Humble

281-446-0799

www.dosgallosrestaurant.com

Hours: Sun.-Thu. 8 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 
8 a.m.-10 p.m.

Dos Gallos
Mexican restaurant serves family recipes in relaxed setting
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Teresa Miranda and her brothers 
opened Dos Gallos in 2000. Dos Gallos, 
which means “two roosters,” is also the 
name of one of the restaurant’s popular 
breakfast plates.

THREE DISHES TO TRY

1  Tacos a la plancha  ($7.99)
This dish—one of the current Dos Gallos 
daily specials—is a plate of three beef or 
chicken tacos served with rice, refried 
beans and a fresh garnish.

2  Enchiladas de fajita  
($9.99)
This plate features three beef or chicken 
fajita enchiladas with gravy and melted 
Monterey Jack cheese. The dish is served 
with rice, refried beans and a cheese puff.

3 The Dos Gallos Plate  
($7.50)
This breakfast option includes a fried pork 
chop, two fried eggs, refried beans and 
warm flour or corn tortillas.

DINING FEATURE

WE SPECIALIZE IN: DERMATOLOGY • AESTHETICS • HAIR RESTORATION
9701 North Sam Houston Parkway East, Suite #120, Humble, TX 77396  ||  22659 Highway 59 North, Suite 140, Kingwood, TX 77339

(281) 973-4159 • RadiantDermTX.com • SmartGraftHouston.com

Be Radiant
Check out our website for the latest specials!
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grow by another 31 percent from where 
we are at today,” trustee Robert Sitton 
said. “We are a fast-growth district. … 
You can imagine what kind of strain it 
would put on our regular annual bud-
get if we weren’t able to go out and sell 
bonds for capital improvements.” 

If the bond is not approved by voters 
in May, HISD will run out of funds to 
build new schools it has planned for the  
2019-20 school year, district officials said. 

“To take care of future growth, 
future needs—whether it’s infrastruc-
ture, remodel, tear-down, rebuilds, 
or new campuses—there was no more 
capital funds,” Sitton said. “We would 
have to dip into our normal operating 
budget. ... That takes away from the 
educational needs in the classroom.” 

BOND BREAKDOWN

HISD’s Community Bond Advisory 
Committee, composed of 100 volunteers 
and community members, created sev-
eral bond packages to recommend to the 
board. The final two packages shared 
most of the same projects, including 
campuswide upgrades like installing 
wood floors in all middle school gyms. 

One of the most contested items 
within the committee groups was a  
$50 million natatorium. The project 
failed to receive approval from two-thirds 
of the committee, which was required to 
include it in the recommendations. 

Some trustees still debated the item, 
arguing a natatorium complex could 
bring national attention to the district. 
Six of the eight trustees voted against the 
natatorium, although the complex is not 

completely off the table. Sitton recom-
mended the board table the natatorium 
for the time being to provide more time 
to find public and private partnerships, 
develop a more strategic business plan 
and address other more imperative 
needs with bond money first.

“It was a big item, and it was talked 
about a lot in the committees I was on,” 
CBAC member Connie Chandler said.  “I 
understand why the board decided to 
table it—it’s just not the right time, espe-
cially with [Hurricane] Harvey. We have 
more needs now than in a normal year.” 

With the natatorium off the ballot, 
the $575 million bond package includes 
a $39 million elementary school and 
$65.6 million middle school that could 
help with overcrowding. Superinten-
dent Elizabeth Fagen said the district’s 

30th elementary school and 10th mid-
dle school will help the overcrowded 
Fall Creek Elementary and Woodcreek 
Middle schools, respectively, on the 
south side of the district. 

“It doesn’t appear we need a high 
school during this bond period because 
we have appropriate capacity there to 
handle that,” Fagen said. 

If approved by voters, the bond would 
fund a new transportation center for 
the north side of the district as well as 
upgrades to existing campuses that 
include renovating career and technical 
education classrooms districtwide, class-
room additions, cafeteria and library ren-
ovations at Humble High School, field 
turf on high school and football fields, 
and reconstruction of Kingwood Middle 
and Lakeland Elementary schools.

HISD’s new bond will build two new schools, replace two aging schools and 
bring many existing campuses up to district standard with needed improvement 
projects. The years noted in parenthesis are when the projects are expected to 
be bid for construction. 

BREAKING DOWN
THE BOND
BREAKING DOWN
THE BOND

SOURCE: HUMBLE ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

TECHNOLOGY, INFRASTRUCTURE, OTHER PROJECTS: $193.1 MILLION
 Charles Street Stadium renovation: $7.2 million (2019)
 New agricultural barn: $5.9 million (2019)
 Police, emergency operations center expansion: $5.9 million (2020)
 Districtwide updates to technology infrastructure*
 Updating fire, safety systems at schools*
 Repairing, replacing roofs*
 Air-conditioning systems*
 Other building components*
 Second transportation center*
*Projects are districtwide and would be completed over several years. Specific 
cost amounts were unavailable as of press time. 

33.6%  
OTHER PROJECTS 
$193.1 MILLION

19.5%
REBUILDS 

$111.9 MILLION

25.4%  
UPGRADES 

$146 MILLION

21.6%  
NEW FACILITIES 

$124 MILLION
NEW FACILITIES: $124 MILLION
 Elementary School  No. 30: $39 million (2020)—opens August 2021
 Middle School No. 10: $65.6 million (2019)—opens August 2020
 Second transportation center: $19.4 million (2020)  

 CONTINUED FROM 1

$575 MILLION
TOTAL

UPGRADES TO EXISTING CAMPUSES: $146 MILLION
 Atascocita High School—10 classroom additions: $5.6 million (2019)
 Humble High School cafeteria, library renovation: $11.9 million (2020)
 Third gym for all high schools: $34.8 million (2018-21)
 Renovations to CTE centers throughout the district: $15 million (2020)
 Field turf for all high school football competition fields: $4.9 million (2018)
  Field turf for baseball, softball field at Turner complex: $2.3 million (2018)
 Wood floors at all middle school gyms: $1.8 million (2020)
 Community Learning Center multipurpose gym: $5.7 million (2020)
 Multipurpose rooms at elementary campuses: $64 million (2018)

REBUILD EXISTING SCHOOLS: $111.9 MILLION
 Kingwood Middle School: $71.3 million (2019)
 Lakeland Elementary School $40.6 million (2019)

281-466-2236
4660 Louetta Rd  

www.castledoors.net

Wood, Fiberglass, Steel & Iron doors of all types including custom doors - installation available.

Kuykendahl Rd. Louetta
 Rd.

99

45

Visit our 
Beautiful 

Showroom 
in Spring!
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Find updates about Humble ISD’s bond   
at communityimpact.com.

$
About 22 different facilities around the 
district experienced some damage due to 
Hurricane Harvey in August, but district 
officials said no money from the 2018 bond 
referendum will go toward renovations. 
Kingwood High School, which was severely 
damaged,  will reopen to students March 19. 

STORM-RELATED COSTS TO THE  
DISTRICT: $100 MILLION

WHO IS COVERING THE COST?

HOW MUCH HAS BEEN SPENT SO FAR?

 Kingwood High School damages

 Instructional Support Center damages

 Welcome Center damages 

  Replacement of supplies, furniture 
and band instruments

  Extra transportation and other costs 
associated with educating displaced 
students

 Insurance: $30 million

  FEMA: 90 percent of recovery costs 
not covered in insurance

 Total unreimbursed costs: $7 million

  $65.2 million spent by the district as 
of Jan. 31

  $26.5 million reimbursed from 
insurance

 $3 million reimbursed from FEMA

‘A PARADIGM SHIFT’

An integral part of the bond package 
includes bringing older schools up to 
current district standards. While only 
two schools will be replaced with the 
bond, many are still in need of recon-
struction efforts, such as Foster Elemen-
tary School, trustee Keith Lapaze said.  

“We are facing more of a paradigm 
shift going forward to try to be proac-
tive on planning replacement cycles 
and so forth,” Sitton said. 

The shift refers to the facilities 
assessment PBK provided the district 
that ranked aging schools on a facility 
condition index. The tool analyzed the 
replacement cost of a facility versus 
the cost to make repairs. If the cost to 
repair a facility is more than 60 percent 
of the cost to rebuild it, the facility is 
eligible for a complete rebuild. 

“That is one reason why Lakeland 
Elementary and also Kingwood Middle 
School has risen to the top as a candi-
date for replacement,” PBK Architect 
Partner Rick Blan said at the Feb. 13 
meeting. “Yes, there are other facilities 
that are not too far behind that, but at 
some point you need to decide which 
ones are the highest candidates with 
the highest needs and then prioritize. 
And that’s what the FCI study does.” 

District officials said the study has 

helped HISD realize the needs of 
other facilities and will ensure that all 
schools are up to district standards. 

“It just seems to make a lot of sense 
to make sure that we have opportunities 
for all students in our district, no matter 
where they live or where their school is,” 
Fagen said. “And I really appreciate the 
bond committee embracing that idea for 
Lakeland Elementary and for Kingwood 
Middle School, because if you’ve been to 
those schools you know they are not sim-
ilar to the ones we are building today.” 

NO TAX RATE INCREASE

District officials said a tax rate increase 
is not required to fund the bond. The dis-
trict has kept a tax rate of $1.52 per $100 
valuation for the past 10 years and hopes 
to keep that rate for another six. 

“I do not anticipate a change [in 
the tax rate] during this entire bond 
period,” Sitton said.

Fagen said she believes keeping the 
rate consistent is especially important 
now, considering the devastation most 
of the Humble community experienced 
during Hurricane Harvey. 

“We want to make sure that we are 
sensitive to the needs of our commu-
nity. We are very tightly woven into our 
community, and they are woven into 
us,” Fagen said. 

Guy Sconzo, executive director of the 
Fast Growth School Coalition, an advo-
cacy group for Texas school districts, 
said bond elections are essential for fast-
growth districts like HISD. Sconzo said 
state funding accounted for 7 percent of 
districts’ debt service payments in 2017, 
down from 45 percent in 2001. For fast-
growth districts, the state funded 5 per-
cent of those payments in 2017.

“[Without] those state resources, dis-
tricts are really left with no other choice, 
and communities are left with no other 
choice but to approve bonds and have 
to fund the payment of those bonds via 
local property taxes,” he said. 

Sconzo, former HISD superintendent, 
said he believes bonds can be important 
for the success of not just school dis-
tricts, but the districts’ local economies, 
as schools affect economic development. 

“Part of having good schools is con-
tinuing to invest in all of the infrastruc-
ture and facilities that are necessary to 
best educate children,” he said. “So on 
another level to me, the bond referen-
dum is essential in terms of maintaining 
that investment that indeed provides 
a return in terms of continued growth 
from an economic standpoint.”

SOURCE: HUMBLE ISD CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER MIKE 
SEALE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

HARVEY’S HOLDHARVEY’S HOLD
ON HUMBLE ISDON HUMBLE ISD

New Homes from the $170s - $300s
Perry Homes, Lennar, M/I Homes, Lakewood Homes

TavolaCommunity.com
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Prices and availability subject 
to change without notice.

Celebrating 30 years in Texas!

Built Around You

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 year Structural Warranty

New homes from the low $200s

Townhomes in The Villas at Kings Harbor

OUR SERVICES

9816 Memorial Blvd., Suite 107
Humble, TX 77338

To Schedule An Appointment  
Call 713 973-7246

uspshealthcare.com 
information@uspshealthcare.com   

Our mission is to accurately diagnose 
and treat chronic pain to provide 

patients with effective, long-term relief.

• Interventional Pain 
Procedures

• Minimally Invasive 
Laminectomy  
(Spinal Decompression)

• Minimally Invasive  
Lumbar Fusion

• Minimally Invasive 
Cervical Fusion

• Kyphoplasty

• Minimally Invasive 
Sacroiliac (SI) Fusion

• Artificial Disc 
Replacement

• Minimally Invasive 
Scoliosis Correction

We Make Life Better



21Lake Houston | Humble | Kingwood  edition • March 2018

INDIVIDUAL INCOME

Tax reform hits Lake Houston area

 Less than $9,999: 1.7%

 $10,000-$34,999: 26.0%

 $35,000-$74,999: 43.9%

 $75,000-$99,999: 10.3%

 More than $100,000: 18.2%

 Less than $24,999: 5.6%

 $25,000-$49,999: 13.4%

 $50,000-$74,999: 15.4%

 $75,000-$99,999: 15.7%

 $100,000-$149,999: 24.0%

 $150,000-$199,999: 13.2%

 More than $200,000: 12.7%

President Donald Trump signed the $1.5 trillion tax cut into law Dec. 22, 2017, which lowers the federal income tax at 
most income levels. Residents can approximate how much they will pay in 2018 taxes depending on income level and 
filing status. 

Income of the 
T Y P I C A L  TA X PAY E R

SOURCES: TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT, THE TAX FOUNDATION, THE U.S. CENSUS BUREAU/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Married couple 
family incomes 

in 2016*

For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.

MARRIED FAMILY INCOME

Individual  
full-time worker 

earnings in 
2016*

Jenna Armstrong, CEO of the Lake 
Houston Area Chamber of Commerce, 
said it is too early to tell how the tax 
reform will affect Lake Houston area 
businesses, but she believes employees 
are already seeing the effects through 
larger paychecks. She said several local 
companies also provided bonuses at the 
end of the year for their employees. 

“I think that any time employees 
and people that work get more money 
in their paycheck, that it benefits the 
economy because they are more likely 
to spend that money,” Armstrong said.

BUSINESS BENEFITS

The new federal tax plan cuts the cor-
porate tax rate, which is the percent of 
a company’s income that is paid to the 
federal government, from 35 percent to 
21 percent. Also, small businesses could 
qualify for a 20 percent tax deduction on 
their income. Business owners who file 
their taxes as single with income less 
than $157,500, or file their taxes jointly 
with income less than $315,000 could be 
eligible for this deduction.

Patrick Jankowski, senior vice pres-
ident of research for the Greater Hous-
ton Partnership,  said a lower corpo-
rate tax rate will increase the profits 
of local corporations, like Insperity, 
which is headquartered in Kingwood. 

Insperity officials declined to 

comment on federal tax reform changes. 
Richard Yarbrough, director of land 

development for McCord Develop-
ment, said the tax cuts could be bene-
ficial for mixed-use developments like 
Generation Park, a Lake Houston area 
project developed by McCord. 

“We believe that the tax cut will 
allow businesses, both in Houston and 
around the country,  to be more aggres-
sive in their expansion and growth,” 
Yarbrough said. 

Danny Sullivan, owner of Sullivan’s 
Advanced Paint and Body in Kingwood, 
said he is not sure what the bill will mean 
for his business long-term, but he hopes 
the tax reform will allow him to create 
more jobs and hire more employees. 

“I hope that this allows us to 
strengthen our staff, bring more jobs to 
the community and make our commu-
nity stronger,” Sullivan said. 

He said he would recommend busi-
nesses visit with certified public accoun-
tants or use the chamber as a resource. 
Armstrong said the chamber is offering 
a seminar March 20 for businesses to 
learn more about the federal tax over-
haul and its effects on businesses. 

“I would just say businesses need to 
get informed about what this means for 
them,” she said. “Because when you are 
talking about very small business or you 
are talking about a very large business 
with lots of employees, it can differ.”

EFFECTS ON INDIVIDUALS

A major component of the overhaul 
is a set of lower federal income tax 
rates for most income levels, said U.S. 
Rep. Kevin Brady, R-The Woodlands.

An average full-time year-round 
worker in Humble earned $39,269 in 
2016, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, and would have paid 25 percent 
of that income in federal taxes in 2017. 
Individuals earning the same amount in 
2018 will be taxed at 22 percent. 

Brady, who authored the tax bill, said 
families with children will also see an 
increase in the child tax credit, which 
taxpayers can use to reduce their federal 
income tax bills. However, the tax reform 
also caps state and local tax deductions 
at $10,000. Placing a cap on this deduc-
tion affects homeowners who pay more 
than $10,000 a year in property taxes, 
said Dick Lavine, senior fiscal analyst at 
the Center for Public Policy Priorities, an 
Austin-based policy center.

Lavine said this cap could also make 
it difficult for taxing entities to raise 
property taxes to fund public services.

“The impact is that people maybe 
will be more reluctant to fund state 
and local services through voting, 
approving higher property taxes or vot-
ing for city council or whoever is going 
to raise their taxes,” Lavine said.

Harris County Precinct 4 Commis-
sioner Jack Cagle said voters are already 

reluctant to approve property tax rate 
increases but will vote to do so if it 
provides funding for major issues like  
flood control. Property taxes make up 
79 percent of the county’s general fund, 
according to county data.

SCHOOL BONDS, REVENUES

Humble ISD Chief Financial Officer 
Mike Seale said he does not believe HISD 
will be affected by the deduction cap.

However, one aspect of the new tax 
policy that does affect districts is a 
change in when they are able to refi-
nance their bonds, which could limit 
their ability to save on bond interest.

Under the new code, districts can 
no longer advance refund their bonds, 
which was often done to take advantage 
of favorable interest rates, Seale said.

Bonds are sold with 10-year call dates, 
meaning a district can decide whether to 
refinance a bond after that time. How-
ever, advance refunding allowed dis-
tricts to refinance bonds earlier to benefit 
from lower interest rates, he said.

“Though we would prefer to have this 
tool available to us, we don’t believe 
losing this option will result in a signifi-
cant loss to the district,” Seale said.

Matt Stephens contributed to this story.

2017 income tax rate 2018 income tax rate

10% Up to $18,650 10% Up to $19,050

15% $18,651-$75,900 12% $19,051-$77,400

25% $75,901-$153,100 22% $77,401-$165,000

28% $153,101-$233,350 24% $165,001-$315,000

33% $233,251-$416,700 32% $315,001-$400,000

35% $416,701-$470,000 35% $400,001-$600,000

39.6 More than $470,700 37% More than $600,000

2017 income tax rate 2018 income tax rate

10% Up to $9,325 10% Up to $9,525

15% $9,326-$37,950 12% $9,526-$38,700

25% $37,951-$91,900 22% $38,701-$82,500

28% $91,901-$191,650 24% $82,501-$157,500

33% $191,651-$416,700 32% $157,501-$200,000

35% $416,701-$418,400 35% $200,001-$500,000

39.6 More than $418,400 37% More than $500,000

S I N G L E  R E T U R N  B R E A K D O W N

M A R R I E D,  J O I N T  R E T U R N  B R E A K D O W N

*Data compiled from seven Lake Houston area ZIP codes: 77044, 77345, 77346, 77365, 
77338, 77339, 77396 

 CONTINUED FROM 1
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~ New Pricing Model ~ 
 

 

 New Arrivals 
 
 
 
 

30% Off 
 
 
 
 

50% Off 
 
 
 
 

75% Off 

Look for these signs in 
the store for  

information on  
qualifying items.  

Shop often  because  
discounts may 

increase throughout 
the month based on  

inventory! 

VOLUNTEERS 
We have a huge need for volunteers!   

Sign-up for orientation today! 
to sign-up, visit: 

www.habitatmctx.org/volunteer-sign-up 
 

or scan this QR code 
with your smartphone!  

 
 

Questions? Email: 
volunteer-at-retore@habitatmctx.org 

Your Home Improvement Resale Shop 
 

 9407 SH 242 
Conroe, TX 77385 

Located 1.5 miles East of IH-45 
 

936-441-5888 
www.habitatmctx.org/restore 

Shopping and Donating 
Contact Us to Schedule a Large-Item Pick-Up! 

 Appliances 
 Lighting 
 Windows 
 Doors 

 Furniture 
 Cabinets 
 Tile / Brick 
 Home Decor 

 Plumbing 
Fixtures 

 Building 
Supplies 

all proceeds support local families in need by  
building homes, communities and hope 

we accept and sell items in the 
following categories (and more!): 

for daily updates & pictures 
 follow us on facebook @habitatmctxrestore 

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid only at the participating store(s)
listed. One discount per purchase. Offer
not valid on previous purchases, gift
cards, optics, DSC memberships or sale
items. Offer valid in-store only 3/1/18 thru
3/12/18. 
CODE: CI318 

Purchase* 
$9 OFF $45 

4523 Kingwood Drive, Ste 130, Kingwood, TX 77345
(281) 570-2685 • www.wbu.com/kingwoodBIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid only at the participating store(s)
listed. One discount per purchase. Offer
not valid on previous purchases, gift
cards, optics, DSC memberships or sale
items. Offer valid in-store only 3/1/18 thru
3/12/18. 
CODE: CI318 

Purchase* 
$9 OFF $45 

4523 Kingwood Drive, Ste 130, Kingwood, TX 77345
(281) 570-2685 • www.wbu.com/kingwood

*Valid only at the participating store(s) listed. 
One discount per purchase. Offer not valid 
on previous purchases, gift cards, optics, 
DSC memberships or sale items. Offer valid 
in-store only 3/1/18 thru 3/12/18. 
Code: CI318

4523 Kingwood Drive, Ste 130, Kingwood, TX 77345
(281) 570-2685 • www.wbu.com/kingwood

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS
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4 bedroom/2.5 bath  2,534  sq. ft. $294,900
Katherine Bahardoust  
Exit Lone Star Realty  281-323-8795

3 bedroom/2 bath  2,246 sq. ft. $265,000
Diana Nickell  
Full Stringer Realty 832-802-3833

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Atascocita Shores is an Atascocita-area 
neighborhood within close proximity of shopping 
and restaurants along the West Lake Houston 
Parkway corridor. It has access to Hwy. 59 and 
is less than 10 miles from the George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport. 

Build-out year: 2000

Builders include: various builders

Square footage: 2,135-8,291

Home values: $159,000-$524,000

HOA dues (estimated): $500 annually 

Amenities: on the shore of Lake Houston 
with some homes on the water

Property taxes (in dollars):

Humble ISD  1.5200 
City of Humble  0.2100
Harris County  0.4200
Harris County Dept. of Education  0.0100
Port of Houston  0.0100
Harris Health System  0.1700
Lone Star College System  0.1100
Harris County Flood Control District  0.0300
Total (per $100 valuation) 2.4800

$325,000 

ATASCOCITA SHORES, 77346 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$101.25$9,880 148

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 2/9/2018 

14 2

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

4 bedroom/3.5 bath  4,112  sq. ft. $524,900
Eva Markham  
RE/MAX Integrity  281-687-8362

3 bedroom/2 bath  2,786 sq. ft. $319,900
Carol Marple  
Better Homes and Gardens  281-610-3455
Gary Greene  

8918 Shoreview Lane

20343 Acapulco Cove Drive

8210 Magnolia Glen Drive

19503 Shoreview Circle

REAL ESTATE

Neighborhood data provided by Chet Russell 
 Coldwell Banker United, Realtors • 281-852-4444 • www.coldwellbankerhomes.com

HOMES SOLD  (JANUARY 2018)
Number of homes sold, ZIP code/average days on the market

Price range 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$149,999 or less 23/304 1/183 3/9 8/108 11/37 2/5 4/235

$150,000-$199,999 83/186 2/47 35/62 11/76   24/46 13/47 23/113

$200,000-$299,999 92/152 36/120 100/132 84/134 26/96 64/99 54/162

$300,000-$399,999 39/198 29/94 69/162 38/161 1/133 21/153 31/189

$400,000-$499,999 23/164 12/156 22/138 19/137 1/134 9/112 4/216

$500,000-$599,999 2/210 3/175 9/125 8/174 - 7/280 4/70

$600,000-$799,999 7/293 6/187 1/198 7/174 - 3/177 3/171

$800,000-$999,999 3/359 3/74 2/627 4/228 - - 2/220

$1 million + - - - - - - -

MARKET DATA

Price 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

0

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JANUARY  2017 VS.  2018

0.8%

-14.6%

3%
7.9%

-2%

7.5% 2.2%

77338
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1960
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N

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An

THIS IS WHERE
AWESOMENESS 
HAPPENS.

The Lake Houston area is where you rest and
discover sports like family trampolining.THIS IS WHERE

AWESOMENESS 
HAPPENS.

THIS IS WHERE
AWESOMENESS 
HAPPENS. Atascosita/Kingwood Office | 281.852.4444
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Come visit our new 4500 sq ft shop with 
all the equipment needed to make your 
vehicle an off -road rig! 
Family owned and operated by ex-law enforcement. 
We specialize in Jeep® modifi cations, but also off er 
aff ordable and reliable parts and repairs. We are Military 
and First Responder friendly.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

WWW.FSJCOFFROADSPECIALTIES.COM

FSJC OFF-ROAD SPECIALTIES
FROM RAGS TO RIGS

1903 Treble Drive Suite A  
Humble, Texas 77338
(832) 318-3399 TREBLE DR.

SH
ALLO

W
 D

R.

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

$79.00
Diagnosis

REG. $88.00
NOT COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS. EXPIRES 3/31/18    CIMS318

$25.00 OFF
$250.00 or more on

ANY REPAIR
REF. & DIAGNOSIS EXCLUDED 

NOT COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS. EXPIRES 3/31/18   CIMD318

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR OVER 40YRS

0%-60 Months Finance
WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Up to $1300 

OFF Select 

Systems

State License #TACLA001329C

281-446-6719281-446-6719

 WWW.GOODEAIR.COM

4570 Kingwood Dr. Suite A,
Kingwood, TX 77345

281-360-4499

 cyreseandcompany

CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES • JEWELRY • HOME ACCESSORIES

NOW OPEN! Make a Style Statement

Kingwood Dr.

W. Lake
Houston Pkwy.

20% Off
Select Items when you 

mention this offer!
EXPIRES 3/31/18

Next to 
La Madeleine

Ask about our 

NEW
Weight Loss Tracking Tools!

$50
Weight Loss Special!

832-781-4340
www.GetWellHouston.net
1420 FM 1960 Bypass Rd. E. Ste. 122 • Humble, TX 77338

Medical Weight Loss  •  Hcg Medical Weight Loss

Bioidental Hormone Replacement 
Therapy for Men and Women

Get Well Health Clinic
Family Health & Weight Loss



DEALS THIS MONTH

DINING
Amedeo’s .................................................. 25

J Christophers Pizza and Pasta ................... 26

ENTERTAINMENT
Speedsportz Racing Park ........................... 26

HOME & GARDEN
Restore Your Door ..................................... 26

Kingwood A/C and Heating ....................... 27

TRANSPORTATION
Sullivans Advanced Paint & Body ............... 27

CATERING MENU
PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE

22704 LOOP 494 
KINGWOOD, TX 77339

$10 OFF 
TWO DINNER ENTREES 

OF $30 OR MORE
VALID MON.-THURS. ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY 

OTHER OFFER. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS. ONE
COUPON PER TABLE. DINE IN ONLY.

OFFER EXPIRES 4/26/18

281-359-4451 | amedeos.net

A Kingwood tradition since 1985
 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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speedsportzracingpark.com
866-607-7223  
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CORPORATE EVENTS 

CORPORATE EVENTS 

SOCIAL OUTINGS

SOCIAL OUTINGS

TEAM BUILDING

TEAM BUILDING
CORPORATE EVENTS 

SOCIAL OUTINGS

TEAM BUILDING

ARRIVE & DRIVE!
WED/THURS: 3-9 PM
FRI: 3-10 PM

AGES 12 AND UP

SAT: 12-10 PM
SUN: 12-6 PM

buy 2 
races, 

get 3rd 

free
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

It’s March Madness at

2245 Northpark Drive (at Woodland Hills) | Kingwood, Texas 77339 | 281-358-6601
JChristophersPizzaPasta.com

DINE-IN - CARRYOUT - DELIVERY - CATERING

Two 14” thin crust pizzas with two toppings 
each! Plus, two orders of breadsticks or 

cheese sticks for just $22!
(Not valid with other offers.  Carryout or delivery only.  

Expires 4-14-18)

Double Double!
Wood & Fiberglass  
Door Refinishing

• Quality In-Shop 
Restoration

• Beautiful Secure Loaner 
Door

• Maintenance Service 
Available

We also refinish:
• Garage Doors
• Window Frames
• Shutters

$50 OFF!
With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Expiration 4/5/18

713.861.2081
www.RestoreYourDoor.com
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SULLIVAN’S ADVANCED PAINT & BODY

TRUCK AND AUTO REPAIR CENTER

Repairs You Can Depend On  
& Service You Can Trust!  

 All Located Under One Roof.  
22500 Loop 494 - Kingwood

Contact us today!  281-359-3598 • 
22500 Loop 494, Kingwood, TX 77339

www.sullivansadvancedpaintandbody.com

A part of Houston’s Auto Body Assurance, which is a network of the best certified body 
shops offering top-notch customer service and repairs. 

Free four wheel alignment 
with the purchase of four tires

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/10/18

FINANCING AVAILABLE

WWW.KINGWOODAC.COM

281.358.0955 
22424 Loop 494
Kingwood, TX 77339
Mon - Fri: 8AM - 5PM

 Sorters McC lellan Rd.

                                   Kingwood Dr.
59

Loop 494

License # TACLB009596C /KINGWOODAC

Repair Services 
of $250 or more

Residential only. Not valid with any other offers. 
With CI coupon. Exp 3/31/18

Residential Only. Not valid with any other offers. 
With CI coupon. Exp. 3/31/18

A/C Checks

$65 PER 
UNIT Repair Services 

$25 OFF

Call for details. Exp: 3/31/18

IN REBATESUP TO $1,250
With Purchase of Complete Home Comfort System

$$

March Specials

Serving You Since 1982
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Setting the pace for cardiovascular care in Greater Houston.
At Memorial Hermann, our team of world-renowned, affiliated heart physicians provides innovative cardiovascular care – 

from revolutionary new medications, to minimally invasive procedures for correcting atrial fibrillation or repairing heart 

valves to innovations in heart and lung transplants. These cutting-edge solutions are less traumatic and aim to reduce a 

patient’s pain and recovery time. Our innovations are putting Memorial Hermann at the forefront of advancing heart  

health in Greater Houston and helping our patients lead a better quality of life.

Learn more about heart care at Memorial Hermann  
Northeast Hospital at heart.memorialhermann.org
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