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Districts usher in  
two new schools, 
natatorium in 2017

BY CHRIS SHELTON

As more families migrate to the Lake 
Houston area, Humble and New Caney ISDs 
are opening new schools and athletic facili-
ties to keep up with population growth. 

Each of the two districts will open an 
elementary school near rapidly growing 
single-family developments this August. 
NCISD will also debut a districtwide nata-
torium—an indoor swimming facility—at 
Texan Drive Stadium this fall that could 
attract regional high school competitions. 

HISD and NCISD have plans to open 
new schools next year as well as student 
growth continues. 

NCISD’s student population could add 
more than 10,000 students in the next 
decade, pushing its student population to 
more than 24,000 by 2025, according to a 
high-growth scenario outlined by a 2016 
study conducted by the Population and 
Survey Analysts demographics company. 

“The latest demographic projections 
show continued growth by between 5 and 7 

Obtaining permits a hurdle for 
Lake Houston-area businesses

BY CHRIS SHELTON

The commercial permitting process is meant to 
ensure public safety, but some business owners 
say the system is overly complicated, leading to 
delays and lost revenue before their enterprise 
even opens.

The issues can be more complex around the 
Lake Houston area, where several municipalities 
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Humble, New Caney ISDs to 
open four schools by fall 2018

Entrepreneurs seek a simpler procedure

The aquatic facility will be home to New Caney ISD’s two high school swim teams. 

New Caney ISD will open its 10th elementary school in August.

Groves Elementary will host Humble ISD’s third Spanish Immersion Program.

“THE HARDEST THING FOR A BUSINESS TO OPEN 
A LOT OF TIMES IS OVERCOMING THOSE HURDLES 
OF GETTING THE PERMITTING APPROVED.”
—JENNA ARMSTRONG, PRESIDENT, LAKE HOUSTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

“WE’RE NOT TRYING TO STOP DEVELOPMENT OR 
MAKE IT HARD TO OPEN A BUSINESS. THE SOONER 
I CAN GET YOU MEETING CODE AND OPEN FOR 
BUSINESS, THE SOONER YOU’RE OUT OF MY HAIR.”

—SHAWN STURHAN, ASSISTANT MANAGER OF THE PERMIT OFFICE OF THE HARRIS 
COUNTY ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

CODES                 ONSTRAINTS

CONTINUED ON 17

CONTINUED ON 18

N e w  C a n e y  I S D  N a t a t o r i u m
New Caney ISD

Groves Elementar y School
Humble ISD

Dogwood Elementar y School
New Caney ISD
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KEEPING YOU AT THE  
TOP OF YOUR GAME.
When an injury has you sidelined, the world-class team  
of specialists at Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports 
Medicine will help you get back out there faster, with:

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER  •  BAY AREA  •  BAYTOWN  •  PEARLAND 
SUGAR LAND  •  WEST HOUSTON  •  WILLOWBROOK  •  THE WOODLANDS

• Latest imaging and technology

• Advanced nonsurgical treatments

• Minimally invasive procedures

• Injury prevention and performance training 

• State-of-the-art physical therapy

To find a doctor in your area, call 713.790.3333 or visit 
houstonmethodist.org/gameon to learn more.
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Our August issue, printed at our very 
own printing facility, is in your hands just 
as summer typically reaches its peak in 
temperature here in Texas.

In this edition, we’ve included our 
Impacts section (see Page 4), which is 
often cited by readers as one of the hot-
test—or most popular—parts of our paper. 

Our To-do list (see Page 6) offers read-
ers a way to stay informed about local 
events and meetings no matter how hot it 
gets outside. 

Our business feature (see Page 13) and 
dining feature (see Page 14) highlight local 
businesses to visit so you can get out of 
the heat and enjoy their offerings.

Speaking of going places, our 

Transportation Updates page (see  
Page 7) features local projects undergoing 
construction that are intended to reduce 
traffic in the area, making visiting local 
businesses a bit easier.

Don’t forget that you can contact us to 
submit local coming events at community-
impact.com/lhk-calendar. Ask us ques-
tions about or pass along transportation 
news at lhknews@communityimpact.com. 
Or ask us about how local government 
works or events going on in the area at 
lhkfeedback@communityimpact.com. 

Finally, if you wish to contact me 
directly, drop me a line at hmerrill@com-
munityimpact.com. We love to hear from 
our readers!

The Texas Constitution specifies that a Commis-
sioners Court—the governing body for a county—con-
sists of a county judge who effectively serves as the 
CEO of the county and four commissioners who each 
serve a precinct. 

Ed Emmett is judge for Harris County, while Craig 
Doyal serves as judge for Montgomery County.

The court is responsible for county operations, 
roads and bridges, financial management, the 
county justice system, public health and infrastruc-
ture. Financial responsibility for the county includes 
setting the tax rate, authorizing expenditures and 
issuing bonds.

Commissioners also call for bond elections needed 
in the county, such as in 2015 when Harris County 
voters approved $848 million in bond funds for road 
projects, repairs to aging infrastructure, flood mitiga-
tion projects and an expansion of the animal shelter. 

A Commissioners Court works with the county’s 
cities as well as regional and state transportation 
organizations on major projects.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR

ADVERTISE WITH US
For advertising inquiries, please contact us at 
lhkads@communityimpact.com.

Hot off the press during a sizzling summer

What is a county Commissioners Court? 
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Learning with Joy
Connecting with Mutual Respect
Growing with Confi dence

Come learn why our students don’t want 
to leave school at the end of the day.

Higher Education begins here

3535 Cedar Knolls Dr. Kingwood, TX 77339
(281) 358-8933 • www.pinesmontessori.com

Pines Montessori School
Nestled in the heart of Kingwood since 1977

• Full family, 5 wooded acre campus
• NAEYC Accredited Infant- Primary
• AdvancED - SACS Accredited
• Lower and Upper Elementary
• Middle School

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS
1977-2017
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IMPACTS
der sandwiches, salads, soups, smoothies, 
malts and shakes, as well as baked goods. 
281-312-4803. www.potbelly.com

6  Rest & Relax  opened July 1 at  
6947 FM 1960 E., Humble. Owned by Mat-
tress Firm, the luxury health and wellness 
store is the first of its kind to sell bed-
ding, massage chairs and hot tubs in one 
location. Rest & Relax also carries leather 
seating and office chairs. 281-812-7907.  
www.restandrelax.com

COMING SOON

7  Burgerim will open a new restaurant 
at 12230 W. Lake Houston Parkway, Hous-
ton, in August. The Israeli burger concept 
offers options such as turkey, lamb, salm-
on, veggie, wagyu beef, dry aged beef and 
spicy beef. It also features topping choices 
such as eggs sunny side up, pineapples 
and sauteed mushrooms. 281-246-1235. 
 www.burgerim.com

8  Owner Felicia Cumby will open 
children’s clothing boutique Dapper Dar-
lings Boutique at 1660 W. Lake Houston 
Parkway, Kingwood, in mid-August. The 
clothing store will feature fashionable 
clothes and accessories for children from 
newborn to 8 years old. Dapper Darlings 
will also carry books, bibs and nursing 
covers. It features a specialty-candy wall. 
713-300-1827. www.kings-harbor.com 

9  The Memorial Hermann Conve-
nient Care Center will open at  
4533 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood, on Sept. 
5. It will feature a 24/7 emergency room 
with the same capabilities as the hospi-
tal. It also has an outpatient laboratory, 
physical therapy, primary care doctors 
and physicians who specialize in sports 
medicine. 281-540-7700.  
www.memorialhermann.org

10  Club Pilates Atascocita expects 
to open in mid-August at 16430 W. Lake 
Houston Parkway, Ste. 300, Houston. The 
fully equipped Pilates studio offers TRX, 
springboard and ballet barre equipment. 
The studio plans to hold free demo classes 
Aug. 19 and 20. 832-779-2622.  
www.clubpilates.com/location/atascocita

11  Dick’s Sporting Goods plans to open 
a new store at Westlake Marketplace, a 

NOW OPEN

1  Salata opened a new location July 13 
at 4523 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood. The 
salad restaurant is based in Houston and 
has several establishments throughout 
Texas. It offers a large selection of lettuce, 
vegetable, protein and dressing options. 
Guests can also enjoy wraps and soups.   
281-973-8236. www.salata.com

2  Owner Bianca Camarena opened her 
El Kiosko #15 May 31 at 5311 FM 1960 E., 
Humble. The shop offers ice cream, natural 
fruit shaved ice, natural juices that are 

made to order, milk fruit shakes, fruit salads 
and specialty items such as stuffed pineap-
ples. It also serves snacks, including tortas, 
nachos and corn in a cup. 832-644-8815. 
www.facebook.com/elkiosko15

3  Prime Medic Urgent Care & Family 
Clinic opened this spring at  
19701 Kingwood Drive, Bldg. 10, King-
wood. The facility is the business’ second 
and offers physicals, pre-employment drug 
screens, physicals, and urgent and primary 
care. It also provides well woman exams, 
lab work, X-rays and IV fluids. The clinic 
accepts many insurance plans and other 

payment options. 281-713-9394. 
www.primemedicurgentcare.com

4  Schlotzsky’s held a grand opening 
July 13 for its new sandwich shop at  
18230 Hwy. 59, Humble. The quick-service 
restaurant serves 15 signature sandwiches 
on baked sourdough buns, gourmet pizzas, 
made-to-order salads and soups. It also has 
a Cinnabon Express, which sells cinnamon 
rolls and other treats.  
www.schlotzskys.com

5  Potbelly Sandwich Shop opened 
June 25 at 4537 Kingwood Drive, King-
wood. The restaurant serves made-to-or-

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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WESTPARK TOLLWAY

69

www.egamishfurniture.com

Friendswood Location
18980 Gulf Freeway, 
Friendswood

281-286-9911

Sugar Land Location 
3616 Hwy 6 S, 
Sugar Land 

281-277-0485

All orders and in stock fl oor model purchases. Discounts not valid on custom orders. Select Builders Only

Aug 28th - Sept 5th, 2017

10% OFF -or- 36 Months Financing
All orders and in stock fl oor model purchases. Discounts not valid on custom orders. Select Builders Only

10% OFF -or- 36 Months Financing
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FEATURED IMPACT—NOW OPEN

180Cryo opened in late June at 20121 W. Lake Houston Parkway, Ste. 1000, Kingwood. 
The business offers full-body cryotherapy, where clients go into a cryo sauna that cools 
to between 250 and 200 degrees below zero, Fahrenheit. The treatments are said to 
decrease inflammation, pain and discomfort, and to boost metabolism. 713-997-0111. 
www.180cryo.com

retail development at the intersection of 
West Lake Houston Parkway and Beltway 
8, before the end of the year. The chain 
is the largest U.S.-based sporting goods 
retailer. 281-713-9589.  
www.dickssportinggoods.com

12  Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt plans to 
open at Westlake Marketplace by the end 
of summer at 14309 E. Sam Houston Park-
way N., Ste. 200, Houston. The self-serve 
frozen yogurt shop will offer six different 
options including nonfat, low fat, tart, 
no sugar added, low carb and dairy free. 
Guests can choose from more than  
130 rotating yogurt flavors and 40 top-
pings. Custom frozen yogurt cakes are 
also available. 832-975-7429.  
www.menchies.com

13  Burlington will open at the Valley 
Ranch Town Center this fall. The Valley 
Ranch Town Center is a retail development 
located at the intersection of Hwy. 59 and 
the Grand Parkway. Also known by the 
name Burlington Coat Factory, the na-
tional retailer offers discounted clothing 
for men, women and children as well as 
shoes, accessories and home goods.  
281-747-5088. www.valley-ranch.com

14  TJ Maxx is expected to open at the 
Valley Ranch Town Center in the fall. In 
addition to apparel, the clothing retailer 
also carries an assortment of fine jewelry 
and accessories. 281-747-5088.  
www.valley-ranch.com

15  De’Cordova Eyewear plans to open 
at Westlake Marketplace by the end of Au-
gust at 12230 W. Lake Houston Parkway, 
Ste. 155, Humble. The business will pro-
vide eye care services including routine 
eye exams, contact lenses and glasses. It 
will accept most major insurance plans. 
866-643-3267. 
 www.decordovaeyewear.com

16  Checkers plans to open a restaurant 
in Humble in September at 4892 FM 1960. 
The casual-dining restaurant chain spe-
cializes in hamburgers and French fries, 
but it also serves hot dogs, fish sandwich-
es, chicken sandwiches, chicken wings 
and dessert. The Checkers and Rally’s 
franchise plans to open 24 restaurants in 
the Greater Houston area in 2017.   
www.checkers.com 

EXPANSION

17  Exclusive Furniture opened its  
Exclusive Furniture Clearance Center 
in mid-June at 19322 Hwy. 59 N., Humble. 
The new 12,000-square-foot showroom 
offers overstock, discontinued and scratch-
and-dent items at 50 to 70 percent off retail 
price. Financing, delivery and pickup are 
available. The clearance center is the com-
pany’s seventh location and is open every 
day except Tuesday and Wednesday. 
832-777-1159. 
 www.exclusivefurniture.com

ANNIVERSARIES

18  Pines Montessori School cel-
ebrates its 40-year anniversary in 
September at 3535 Cedar Knolls Drive, 
Kingwood. The school provides educa-
tion for children six weeks old through 
eighth grade. The 4.5-acre property’s 
backyard is home to the Infinity Science 
Park, which has educational activities, a 
field and running space, wetlands and a 
gazebo. 281-358-8933.  
www.pinesmontessori.com

19  In August , owners Jacob Hargrave 
and Dean Crockett celebrate the one-year 
anniversary of VerdeGen. Located at 
2261 Northpark Drive, Ste. 300, King-
wood, the business has developed an in-
sect repellent for the world’s poor to curb 
disease and mitigate risks. 832-930-6881. 
www.verdegen.com

IN THE NEWS

20 Pre-eminent West Coast burger chain 
In-N-Out is ready to move in on the Hous-
ton area, according to documents filed with 
the Harris County Appraisal District. The 
family-owned company based in Baldwin 
Park, Calif., purchased a plot of land to 
open its franchise at 8373 Westheimer 
Road near Dunvale Road. The company did 
not release its projected opening date, nor 
did it state whether it plans to open other 
restaurants in the Houston area.

 COMPILED BY JASMINE DAVIS, TRACY 
MANESS AND CHRIS SHELTON 

News or questions about Lake Houston, Humble or 

Kingwood? Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com.

Member

Get Yourself in MINT Condition!

• No monthly service charge (if minimum balance is 
maintained) 

• Services included at no additional charge:

 - ATM/Debit Card
 - Online Banking
 - Bill PayMINT™

*Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) effective as of the date of publication and applies to accounts with a minimum balance of $10,000 or more. For accounts with a minimum balance of less than $10,000, the APY will be 0.400%.
Variable rate account - APY may change after the account is opened. Rates subject to change without prior notice. Accounts must maintain a minimum balance of $1,000 to avoid a $10 per month service charge. Minimum
deposit to open is $1,000. Transaction limitations apply. Fees could reduce earnings on the accounts. Please contact a MINT employee for additional information, terms and conditions.

 - eStateMINT™ (online bank statement)
 - DisburseMINT™ (ATM usage anywhere - we 
cover the charge!) 

 - RealignMINT™ (automatic transfer service) 
 - Custom Check

• Checks may be written on the account (limited)

281.359.6468 • www.themintbank.com • 1213 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood, TX 77339

1.00% APY
 MonuMINT Savings Account
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 COMPILED BY CHRIS SHELTONLOCAL EVENTS

AUG. 1-SEPT. 4

Three local restaurants 
participate in Houston 
Restaurant Weeks 
Meal prices range from $20 to $45 at 
participating fine-dining restaurants, 
and a portion of proceeds from each 
meal benefits the Houston Food Bank.

Chez Nous French Restaurant 
217 S. Avenue G, Humble

Raffa’s Waterfront Grill 
1660 W. Lake Houston Parkway, Ste. 103, 
Kingwood

The Union Kitchen 
23918 Hwy. 59, Kingwood

AUG. 31-SEPT. 2

A return to the gridiron
Turner Stadium hosts its first football 
games of the as year Kingwood Park, Hum-
ble and Summer Creek high schools have 
their home openers over the weekend.  
7 p.m.  (Aug. 31, Sept. 1), 6 p.m. (Sept. 2). 
$7. Turner Stadium, 1700 Wilson Road, 
Humble. 281-641-8130.  
www.humbleisd.net

COURTESY HUMBLE ISD

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, business openings, 
meetings and more in the month of August

Find more or submit local events at communityimpact.com/lhk-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

NUMBER TO KNOW

7.3
A study by Priceonomics 
found that the city of 
Humble has 7.3 authentic 

Mexican restaurants per 10,000 
residents, which is the most of any city in 
the country. 

AUG. 19

Annual 5K/10K returns to Lake Houston area
Runners and joggers begin and end their 5K or 10K journey through the Lake Houston 
area at Kings Harbor in Kingwood. More than 1,000 participants are expected for the 
race, which awards $500 to the top male and female runners in the 10K and $250 for 
the top spots in the 5K. 7 a.m. $35 (5K), $40 (10K). Kings Harbor, 4501 Magnolia Cove 
Drive, Kingwood. 713-300-1827. www.kings-harbor.com

COURTESY LAKE HOUSTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

See a list of full events at www.communityimpact.com/events

AUG. 5

Humble ISD hosts pre-K 
registration drive 
Parents can register their 4-year-olds 
who live within Humble ISD boundaries 
for one of the district’s 13 free full-day or 
half-day pre-K options. Visit the district’s 
website to determine whether a family 
qualifies for the program. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Free. Humble High School, 1700 Wilson 
Road, Humble. 281-641-8429.  
www.humbleisd.net

COMING UP
AUG. 3 | Kingwood BizCom
4015 Woodland Hills Drive, Kingwood 
281-446-2128 • www.lakehouston.org

AUG. 11 | Harris County Precinct 4 Opry
8233 Will Clayton Parkway, Humble
281-893-3726 • www.hcp4.net

AUG. 12 | End of Summer Block Party
19143 W. Lake Houston Parkway, Humble 
 281-540-9113 • www.txercare.com  

AUG. 20 |  Atascocita United Methodist 
Church’s Back to School Bash
19325 Pinehurst Trail Drive, Humble  
281-852-1000 • www.aumc.org

AUG. 26 | Memorial Hermann 
Convenient Care Center open house
4533 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood 
281-540-7905  
www.memorialhermann.org

Upcoming Events & Shows
September 21 – Open House

September 23 – Axiom String Quartet

 October 7 – Movie Night at the Bender 
October 27-28 – CYT of Houston Shrek the Musical

 November 3-4 – CYT of Houston – Shrek the Musical
November 11 – A Night at the Symphony

Tickets can be purchased at Humble Civic Center
Or online at www.humblepac.com

For more information call (281) 446-4140 

611 Higgins Street, Humble, TX 77338   
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Cost: $270,000

Funding sources: Harris County  
Precinct 4, Elan Development 

3  Kingwood sidewalk 
improvements 
The city of Houston is repairing the north 
and south sections of the sidewalks 

along Kingwood Drive between 
Kingwood High School and West Lake 
Houston Parkway.

Timeline: July-August

Cost: $189,700

Funding source: city of Houston

4  Wilson Road expansion

The expansion of Wilson Road between 
just north of Beltway 8 and Atascocita 
Road will widen the road from two and 
three lanes to four lanes. The project is in 
the design phase and is expected to be bid 
before the end of the year. The planned 
construction also will add traffic signals at 
Greens Road.

Timeline: TBA

Cost: $10.2 million

Funding source: Harris County Precinct 4

5  Kingwood intersection 
improvements

5A Construction will begin this summer to 
establish a designated turn lane and set up 
traffic signalization at the intersection of 
West Lake Houston Parkway and North-
park Drive. 5B Similar traffic flow changes 
will be made at the intersection of Kings 
Crossing Drive and West Lake Houston 
Parkway. The intersection improvements 
are the first projects from the Kingwood 
Area Mobility Study.

Timeline: August 2017-January 2018

Cost: $1.2 million

Funding source: Lake Houston Redevel-
opment Authority

6  Woodland Hills Drive extension

6A Woodland Hills Drive was widened from 
two lanes to four between Beltway 8 and 
Ridge Creek Elementary School during 
Phase 1 of construction. 6B  During Phase 
2, which will begin during the second 
quarter of 2017, a new roadway will be con-
structed between Ridge Creek Elementary 
and Woodland Path Drive. 

Timeline: second quarter 2017-TBA

Cost: $10.6 million 

Funding sources: Harris County precincts 
2 and 4

1  Townsen Boulevard expansion

The city of Humble will begin advertising 
for bids on the expansion of Townsen 
Boulevard this summer. The roadway will 
be expanded to four lanes between the 
northern entrance of the Walmart Super-
center and where the road bends east 
toward Hwy. 59. 

Timeline: October 2017-fall 2018

Cost: $4.3 million

Funding source: city of Humble

2  Atascocita Road signalization

Harris County Precinct 4 is installing a 
traffic signal at the intersection of Atascoc-
ita Road and Atascocita Bend Drive. The 
transportation project is a public-private 
partnership with Elan Development.

Timeline: Fourth quarter of 2017.

Map not to scale N

4 6B

5B

6A

5A

3

1

KINGS 
CROSSING 
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All information on this page was updated as of  
7/23/2017. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at cshelton@communityimpact.com.

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

ATASCOCITA
BEND
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COMPILED BY CHRIS SHELTON AND 
KRISTA WADSWORTH
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HOW IT WORKS

Blue highway signs 
part of TxDOT program
Travel-related businesses looking to get 
their slice of the $68 billion direct travel 
industry in Texas can participate in the 
Texas Department of Transportation’s 
Logo and Directional Signs Program. The 
blue advertising signs drivers see on the 
sides of Texas highways are a result of the 
program. 

Business owners can lease space on the 
signs to place a logo at a cost ranging 
from $900-$3,250 per year for main lane 
signs, and $150-$750 per year for ramp 
signs. The cost is determined by the daily 
traffic count for the area.

Only travel-related businesses—
which include those selling gas, food 
or lodging; camping sites; 24-hour 
pharmacies; and those offering at least 
one primary motorist service—are 
eligible to participate in the program. 
Major shopping areas are also allowed 
to lease individual signs, according to 
LoneStar Logos & Signs, which partners 
with TxDOT to offer the Logo and 
Directional Signs Program. 

TxDOT requires that businesses are 
located no more than 3 miles from an 
eligible highway.
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NON BILINGUAL FULL DAY PRE-K

TITLE 1 BILINGUAL FULL DAY PRE-K

FM 1960 BUSINESS

ATASCOCITA RD.

OLD HUMBLE RD.

W
ILS

O
N

 R
D

.WILL CLAYTON 
PKWY.

TOWNSEN BLVD.

TIMBER 
FOREST DR.

                                     KINGWO O D DR. 

     W
. LA

K
E H

O
U

STO
N

 P
K

W
Y.

O
LD

 H
U

M
B

LE
 R

D
.

NMap not to scale

59

1960

Humble ISD invests in full-day pre-K
BY CHRIS SHELTON

Humble ISD will expand its full-day 
pre-K options to 11 schools within the 
district in August. 

Two schools—North Belt and Oaks 
elementaries—will expand from half-
day to full-day pre-K programs. The 
expansions will cost HISD $249,500, 
district spokesperson Jamie Mount said. 
Meanwhile Groves Elementary School 
will open in August with full-day pre-K. 

The move will provide a full-day 
option at every elementary school 
classified as Title I—schools that feature 
a high concentration of low-income 
families—except Whispering Pines 
Elementary School.  

Pre-K options were expanded because 
district data shows full-day pre-K leads 
to higher student success and provides 
support for families with low incomes 
or who have two working parents, said 
Luci Schulz, who serves as assistant 
superintendent for elementary schools. 

Full-day pre-K has also been shown 
to help decrease the achievement gap 
between high and low income stu-
dents, Shulz said. 

“Studies will tell you that if don’t have 
that prekindergarten early intervention, 
by third grade there is a huge gap,” she 
said. “If we’re able to provide a strong, 
early intervention with a robust system, 
there is no achievement gap.” 

The program was piloted in 2015, 
when the district instituted full-day 
pre-K at three schools, Mount said. In 
2016, the district converted eight schools 
from half-day to full-day pre-K. 

Full-day pre-K students had higher 
attendance rates and scored higher than 
their half-day counterparts on end-of-
year assessments, Shulz said.

Overall, HISD will have 11 full-day 
and two half-day pre-K programs at 13 
elementary schools in August. Eight 
of the schools offer a bilingual pre-K 
program. Any student zoned to an HISD 
school that meets the eligibility require-
ments can also attend, Schulz said. 

To be eligible, students must be 4 
years old by Sept. 1, receive free or 
reduced lunch, be foster children, have 
difficulty speaking English or be chil-
dren of an active duty military member.

The program teaches a curriculum 

EDUCATION
Humble ISD has expanded pre-K at schools with a high concentrations of students  

from low-income families. Bilingual studies is offered at eight schools. 

EARLY INTERVENTION

SOURCE: HUMBLE ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

that includes core content, such as 
math, science and social studies, but 
also focuses on literacy, language devel-
opment and social skills, Shulz said. 

HISD’s pre-K option allows students 
to come to kindergarten and first grade 
ready to learn and thrive in a social 
environment, she said.

The program could be a challenge 
initially, but could become a rewarding 
experience, she said.

“Their child is going to be really tired 
those first six weeks of school,” Shulz 
said. “They’re probably going to take a 
nap as soon as they reach the car, but 
they’re going to get used to that.”

Humble  
Elementary School

Lakeland 
Elementary School

Jack M. Fields Sr. 
Elementary School

Foster 
Elementary School

Oaks 
Elementary School

Timbers 
Elementary School

Groves 
Elementary School

Ridge Creek 
Elementary School

River Pines 
Elementary School

North Belt 
Elementary School

Park Lakes 
Elementary School

TheCommonsOfLakeHouston .com

ACREAGE ESTATES FROM $79,000

 

 

NEW RELEASE OF LOTS!

Owner 
Financing 
Available!

CALL TODAY

A Signorelli Community

855.445.LAND

Be among the first to choose.
Set your appointment today.

30+ Miles of Nature Trails

Bulkheaded Shoreline with Boat Slips

75 Acres of Lakeside Parks with a White 
Sandy Beach

25 minutes to Bush Intercontinental Airport & 
35 minutes to Downtown Houston

99
99

Lake
HoustonGeorge Bush

Intercontinental
Airport

Downtown 
Houston

1960

2100

1485

* Appointment and Property Tour is required for promotion

RSVP CODE: CMP01

1133 Commons Vista Dr.
Huffman, TX 77336

1-6 Acreage Estates & Waterfront Estates 

Save $10,000 off Homesites this week!*
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BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

Montgomery County officials and 
community leaders are working to 
suppress an increasing substance 
abuse trend as synthetic drug use rises 
among younger residents.

The county already leads Texas in 
DWIs—from 2010 to 2016, Montgomery 
County had 180 DWI-related fatality 
crashes—according to the district 
attorney’s office. Of those, more than 
half involved an illegal drug. 

“That number is continuing to 
increase each year, and that tells us 
that more people are abusing  
medicine and drugs,” said Tyler Dun-
man, Montgomery County assistant 
district attorney and special crimes 
bureau chief. 

Additionally, Dunman said 60-70 

percent of crimes committed in  
Montgomery County are tied to sub-
stance abuse. 

Although county officials agree 
alcohol continues to be the most 
abused substance in Montgom-
ery County because of its legality, 
marijuana, methamphetamine and 
synthetic drugs are also prominent. 
In 2016, Montgomery County had 
82 overdose or drug-related deaths, 
Dunman said. 

Drugs like methamphetamine are 
more popular in East Montgomery 
County, where the drug is easier to 
cook, officials said. 

Synthetic drugs are easy to obtain 
and difficult to detect on drug tests, 
making them a popular substance, 
according to local officials. 

“Synthetic drugs are dangerous, 
because no one knows what’s in 
them,” said David Hanna, affiliate 
manager at rehabilitation center The 
Right Step. “From one batch to the 
next, they’re completely different.” 

LONG-TERM CARE 

Evan Roberson, Tri-County Behav-
ioral Health Care executive director, 
said the county is in desperate need 
of a detox facility and a residential 
substance abuse treatment center for 
medically indigent individuals. 

While detox centers serve as a short-
term solution for substance abusers to 
rid their systems of substances while 
they experience withdrawal symp-
toms, residential treatment facilities 
are typically 60-90 day programs.

 “That residential component is 
huge, and it’s completely absent in 
Montgomery County,” Roberson said.

Hanna said another reason sub-
stance abuse treatment is lacking in 
Montgomery County is because drug 
use tends to be viewed as a criminal 
justice issue rather than a mental 
health issue. 

“While some acts related to drug 
use are criminal, drug use itself is a 
mental health issue and needs to be 
treated as such,” Hanna said. “It’s 
negligent to use jail as the way to treat 
this problem.” 

Roberson said patients at Tri-
County Behavioral Health Care who 
have mental health issues tend to also 
have problems with substance abuse, 
and vice versa.

“By addressing the underlying 
drug abuse issues, pushing people 
to get help and educating the youth, 
hopefully, we can avoid the long-term 
issues,” he said. 

PUBLIC SAFETY

• Substances created without 
regulation, lacking consistency

• These include  Spice, K2, “bath 
salts” or the “N-bomb” 

• Do not show up on standard 
drug tests
• One use can lead to seizures, 

permanent brain injuries or 
death

 drug-related deaths were 
reported in  Montgomery 
County in 2016-17.99

A person with substance abuse 
problems has twice the health 
care costs of a person without 

substance abuse problems. SOURCES: MONTGOMERY COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, TRI-COUNTY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CARE, 
THE RIGHT STEP/ COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Of the 180 DWI 
fatality crashes in 
Montgomery County 
between 2010-16, 54 
percent involved a 
controlled substance 
or drug. 

Roughly 50 percent 
of all blood tests in 
Montgomery County 
DWI investigations 
reveal a controlled 
substance.

Approximately 60-70 
percent of all crime 
in Montgomery 
County is related to 
substance abuse. 

16.8 percent of 
Montgomery County 
residents report that 
they participate in 
excessive drinking; 
the state average is 
15.8 percent.

County officials said they have seen an 
increase in substance abuse when it comes 
to arrests, hospital visits and deaths.NARCOTICS

RESOURCES:

NAILING DOWN 

HELPFUL

Tri-County Behavioral Health Care 
233 Sgt. Ed Holcomb Blvd., S. Conroe 
936-521-6100 
www.tricountyservices.org

The Right Step 
5452 Old Hwy. 105 W., 
Ste. 201, Conroe 
936-314-2017 • www.rightstep.com

What are synthetic 

drugs? 

54% 50%

60-
70% 16.8%

Abundance of synthetic drugs, lack of long-term inpatient treatment facilities in area fuels problem  

Officials: Substance abuse continues to rise in Montgomery County 

Memberships starting at $200

281-812-6243
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Get your membership today! 
Barb Hastings/Membership Director x20

FAMILY FRIENDLY PAR 3 - FIRST ROUND ON US!

PDP Membership - Player Development Program

$29.95 per month
Includes unlimited practice facility usage

Course access after 12pm - 7 days a weekCourse access after 12pm - 7 days a week

$20 per round - cart included
18700 W LAKE HOUSTON PKWY. | HUMBLE 77346
 LOUISE6810@AOL.COM | 281-704-8780

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR LAND 
CALL A FARMER

Louise Farmer
RE/MAX Agent for 31 years

SPECIALIZING IN NEW HOMES AND RESALES



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10

Harris County will not join Houston in ‘sanctuary cities’ lawsuit
BY AMELIA BRUST 

Harris County commissioners have 
chosen to stay out of a legal challenge 
to Texas’ controversial “sanctuary 
cities” law. A motion by Precinct 1 Com-
missioner Rodney Ellis to authorize the 
county to join the lawsuit against Sen-
ate Bill 4 failed July 11 at the Harris 
County Commissioners Court meeting.

After the meeting, County Judge 
Ed Emmett said the motion could be 
brought back at a later date, but he 

thought it was unlikely. He said both 
during and after the meeting that resi-
dents should not interpret a reluctance 
to join the suit as an endorsement of 
the law by Harris County.

“Clearly, the ‘show-me-your-pa-
pers aspect’ of Senate Bill 4 is a vast 
overreach,” Emmett said. “The second 
aspect is the role of the county.”

Emmett said counties operate less 
independently than cities and he 
worried about the legality of a suit from 

Harris County. Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Jack Morman said it is bad precedent to 
sue the state.

“I think the county attorney has 
expressed some very valid concerns, 
not the least of which is the impact on  
[Texas Child Protective Services] and 
children [in families of mixed-residency 
status],” Morman said. 

Commonly known as the “anti-sanc-
tuary cities” law, SB 4 takes effect Sept. 
1 and allows law enforcers to question 

the immigration status of people they 
legally detain or arrest. 

The law also punishes officials who 
do not cooperate with federal immigra-
tion agents by turning over immigrants, 
according to a Community Impact News-
paper partner, The Texas Tribune.

Houston joined the lawsuit along with 
Dallas, Austin and San Antonio in June. 

“(The Houston Police Department) 
is not the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service,” Houston Mayor Sylvester 
Turner said. “We are not going to start 
profiling people to determine whether 
they are here illegally.

LAW ENFORCEMENT 

SB 4: 

2017

Past, Present and Future
As Senate Bill 4, also known as the sanctuary cities bill, faces a lawsuit, 
local entities continue preparing for its implementation Sept. 1.

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct.Nov. Nov.Dec. Dec.

Nov. 15, 2016 
Senate Bill 4 
is filed by Sen. 
Charles Perry, 
R-Lubbock. 

May 7  
Gov. Greg 
Abbott signs  
SB 4 into law.

May 8  
A suit against SB 4 is 
filed by a coalition of 
a cities, counties and  
nonprofit groups.

June 21 
The city of 
Houston votes to 
join the growing 
lawsuit.

July 11 
Harris County 
commissioners  
vote against 
joining the lawsuit 
against SB4.

Sept. 1 
SB 4 goes into effect as a 

state law.

Eliminates sanctuary cities, which limit 
enforcement of national immigration laws

Allows local law enforcement to ask a legally 
detained or under arrest person about his or 
her immigration status

Allows local law enforcement to ask a person 
about his or her immigration status during a 
routine traffic stop

Prohibits local entities from making policies 
against the practice 

What is SB 4?

Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lubbock 
Author

SOURCES: TEXAS LEGISLATURE, TEXAS TRIBUNE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Nickname: Sanctuary cities bill

      The woods  
          are calling,
                    answer the call.

Escape from the chaos 
of the outside world 
and come home to 
the natural refuge of 
The Groves. Inspiring 
designs are nestled 
in a natural setting of 
the pristine pines of 
Northeast Houston. 
It’s the outdoor back-
drop you’ve longed to 
have with spectacular 
views and winding 
trails. Enjoy year-round 
entertainment planned 
by our Lifestyle Director 
and ,our one-of-a-kind 
Splash Pad providing
endless fun for kids 
of all ages. This is the 
kind of life you’ve been 
waiting to enjoy, and  
it’s all right here at  
The Groves.

New homes from the
upper $200s

TheGrovesTX.com
832.777.0400

CHESMAR HOMES     DARLING HOMES     HIGHLAND HOMES     LENNAR     PERRY HOMES     TAYLOR MORRISON    
TRENDMAKER HOMES     VILLAGE BUILDERS     DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES     WESTIN HOMES
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CITY & COUNTY

Harris County evaluates 
capital improvement 
projects for 2017-18

Harris County receives $61 million in federal funds 
for flood relief; Humble, Houston stand to benefit 

HARRIS COUNTY   Harris County Com-
missioners Court received an update 
at a June 27 meeting on the capital 
improvement projects that will come 
before the commissioners during the 
2017-18 fiscal year.

Harris Health System is in the middle 
of a $70 million expansion project at 
Ben Taub Hospital that will increase 
the number of operating rooms from 
11 to 18. Last July, Harris County issued 
20-year bonds, which are supported by 
property taxes, to finance the expan-
sion. The project, which was required 
by the American College of Surgeons for 
Ben Taub to retain its status as a  
Level I Trauma Center, will not be com-
pleted for several years.

Typically the projects are financed 
with revenue debt, Harris County Bud-
get Chief Bill Jackson said.

“Property tax works with hospitals 
because there are so many changes in 

the health care business, and property 
tax-based debt is more stable,” he said.

With projections indicating that more 
than 500 semitrucks will be accessing 
the Port of Houston each day by the end 
of 2017, county officials are also working 
to address infrastructure improve-
ments. The county collects property 
taxes to cover debt services payments at 
the port, which are $53 million for  
FY 2017-18 and are projected to remain 
steady for five years. Officials are 
looking to fund infrastructure without 
issuing additional taxpayer-supported 
debt, Jackson said.

 “It’s not something the road and 
bridge money allocated to Precinct 2 
will be able to take care of,” he said.

HARRIS COUNTY  Harris County 
expects to receive about $61 million 
this fall in federal community devel-
opment block grant disaster recovery 
funding to help cover damage caused 
by last spring’s floods.

The city of Humble could see 
between $1 million and $2 million for 
its unmet flood damage needs while 
unincorporated Harris County and the 
city of Houston can expect $12 million 
to $17 million, according to Christy 
Lambright, assistant director of plan-
ning in the Harris County Community 
Services Department.

“This grant is for unmet needs, 
things you have not already done,” 
she said. 

The grant was awarded to address 
flooding around the Greater Houston 
area in April and May of 2016. Known 
colloquially as the “Tax Day Floods,” 
the event caused $27 million in dam-
ages in Houston, $176,000 in Humble 
and $3 million in unincorporated 
Harris County, Lambert said.

Community development block 

For the Astrodome, Harris County brought 
on a construction manager at risk in June.

News from Harris County, Houston and Humble
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MEETINGS

Humble City Council meets at 6:30 p.m. on 
Aug. 10  and 24 at 114 W. Higgins St., Humble.  
281-446-3061. www.cityofhumble.com

Harris County Commissioners Court meets 
at 10 a.m. on Aug. 1 and 22 at 1001 Preston St.,  
Ste. 934, Houston. www.harriscountytx.gov

Montgomery County Commissioners 
Court meets at 9:30 a.m. on Aug. 8 and 22 at  
501 N. Thompson St., Conroe. www.mctx.org 

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_LHK

COMPILED BY SHAWN ARRAJJ AND AMELIA BRUST

grants come from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
but the Texas General Land Office will 
deliver the money to Harris County, 
Lambright said.

Other beneficiaries include Jersey 
Village, Tomball, Katy, Pasadena and 
Baytown — the cities can expect $1 
million to $2 million in grant funds, 
Lambright said.

OUR SERVICES

9816 Memorial Blvd., Suite 107
Humble, TX 77338

To Schedule An Appointment  
Call 713 973-7246

uspshealthcare.com 
information@uspshealthcare.com   

Our mission is to accurately diagnose 
and treat chronic pain to provide 

patients with effective, long-term relief.

• Interventional Pain 
Procedures

• Minimally Invasive 
Laminectomy  
(Spinal Decompression)

• Minimally Invasive  
Lumbar Fusion

• Minimally Invasive 
Cervical Fusion

• Kyphoplasty

• Minimally Invasive 
Sacroiliac (SI) Fusion

• Artificial Disc 
Replacement

• Minimally Invasive 
Scoliosis Correction

We Make Life Better
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NUMBER OF SPECIAL SESSION ISSUES

AT THE CAPITOL Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature COMPILED BY EMILY DONALDSON NEWS AND NOTES 
FROM THE CAPITOL
Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have 
established a partnership to share updates on Texas politics, 
policy and government. The Texas Tribune is a member-
supported, digitally focused, nonpartisan news organization 
that informs and engages with Texans about public policy, 
politics, government and statewide issues. 

Community Impact Newspaper will serve as a media partner at 
The Texas Tribune Festival on Sept. 22-24 on The University of 
Texas campus. The event will include local, state and national 
political speakers. Learn more at texastribune.org/festival.

The 'bathroom bill'

• On July 25, the Senate approved Senate Bill 3, which would 
regulate bathroom use in schools and buildings overseen 
by local governments, including cities and counties, based 
on the sex listed on a person’s birth certificate or other IDs 
issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety.

Education

• On July 25, the Senate approved legislation to give teachers 
bonuses and to improve retired teachers' health benefits—
but only after the bill's author removed a controversial 
provision requiring school districts to cover the cost of 
teacher pay raises. On July 24, the  Senate tentatively 
passed legislation to subsidize private school tuition and a 
bill to study the system for funding public schools.

Property tax reform

• On July 25, a Texas House committee reviewed more than 
30 bills that aim to tackle rising property tax bills. On July 
24, the Senate passed Senate Bill 1, which would allow for 
property tax rate elections if revenues would exceed  
4 percent of what was taken in the year before.

Abortion

• On July 24, Texas senators tentatively approved bills that 
would require physicians and facilities to do more detailed 
reporting on abortions—and fine those who do not comply.

Union dues

• On July 25, the Senate gave initial approval to Senate Bill 
7, which would end the state's practice of collecting labor 
union and association membership dues for certain public 
employees. SB 7 would prohibit certain public employees, 
such as teachers and corrections officers, from using 
payroll deductions to pay their union or association dues.

Health

• On July 25, the Senate endorsed Senate Bill 11, which 
would require physicians to take certain steps before 
issuing do-not-resuscitate orders to patients. On July 24, 
the Senate approved a bill that would give a state task 
force more time to study why an alarming number of Texas 
mothers are dying less than a year after childbirth.

State agencies depend on sunset legislation to stay alive
Following the regular session of the 85th Texas 

Legislature, Gov. Greg Abbott listed 20 priorities for 
the current special meeting of lawmakers. 

But one item stood above the rest: sunset legisla-
tion. Here is an overview of the sunset legislation‚ 
the No. 1 priority for lawmakers this summer.

WHAT IS IT?

This legislation extends the life of five state agen-
cies until Sept. 1, 2019. Without an extension passed 
this special session, the Texas Medical Board, the 
Texas State Board of Social Worker Examiners, the 
Texas State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Fam-
ily Therapists, the Texas State Board of Examiners of 
Psychologists and the Texas State Board of Examiners 
of Professional Counselors would cease to exist.

 Even if approved, the five agencies would again 
go through the sunset review process during the 
86th legislative session in the first half of 2019.

WHY SHOULD I CARE?

According to a Senate analysis, the five agencies 
combine to regulate more than 200,000 Texas jobs. 
Without the Texas Medical Board, for example, no 
new doctors could be licensed. This could create 

undue pressure in certain areas 
of the state that are already 
experiencing doctor shortages.

HOW DID WE GET HERE?

In the final days of the regular 
session, the Freedom Caucus, 
a conservative group of House 
lawmakers, blocked the passage 
of a “sunset safety net” House bill before an import-
ant deadline. This narrowed the path for the bill to 
advance—depending on compliance by the Senate. 

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, the Senate president, used this 
bill as a bargaining chip to encourage the House to 
pass his priorities, including rollback tax rate limits 
and bathroom usage regulation. When the House 
failed to meet his demands, Patrick refused to pass the 
sunset bill, pushing Abbott to call a special session.

WHAT IS NEXT?

The Senate hastily passed the sunset bills, and 
the House passed HB 1, which extends the life of 
the agencies, during the second week of the special 
session and is working as of press time to pass HB 2, 
which allocates funding to those five state agencies.

1. Sunset legislation to keep five state 
agencies alive

2. A teacher pay raise of $1,000

3. Giving school administrators flexibility 
in teacher hiring and retention

4. School finance reform

5. School choice for special-needs 
students

6. Rollback elections for property tax 
increases

7. Caps on state and local spending

8. Prevent cities from regulating what 
property owners do with trees on 
private land

9. Preventing local governments from 

changing rules midway through con-
struction projects

10. Speeding up local government 
permitting processes

11. Municipal annexation reform

12. Preventing local entities from pass-
ing their own texting-while-driving bans

13. Restrictions on school bathroom use 
for transgender students

14. Prohibiting the use of taxpayer 
dollars to collect union dues

15. Prohibiting the use of taxpayer fund-
ing to subsidize health providers that 
also perform abortion

16. Requiring women to get separate 
insurance policies to cover non-emer-

gency abortions

17. Increasing existing reporting 
requirements when complications arise 
during abortions

18. Strengthening patient protections 
relating to do-not-resuscitate orders

19. Cracking down on mail-in ballot 
fraud

20. Extending the state's maternal mor-
tality task force

 
VISIT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/CAPITOL  
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Governor Greg Abbott

20 Texas Gov. Greg Abbott unveiled his special session "wish list" prior to convening lawmakers, and two issues 
have since been expanded. Lawmakers may pass other bills, he said, once the sunset legislation is approved. 

Upcoming Events
August 4 – Top Show Productions Boxing

August 5 – Food Truck Fest
August 11 –  Precinct 4 Opry – Michael & Ginny Hix

August 19 - Cage Combat 29 

Humble Civic Center & Arena
8233 Will Clayton Pkwy, Humble, TX 77338  |  281.446.4140 |  www.humblecc.com
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DeLorean  
Motor Company
Iconic car is buoyed by ’80s film

M   any DeLorean owners who visit the Hum-
ble-area dealership have a love-hate 

relationship with popular 1980s film “Back to the 
Future,” said James Espey, DeLorean Motor 
Company vice president. 

While some collectors are also interested in the fea-
tures of the car, such as the stainless steel body and 
gull-wing doors, people they encounter often cannot 
get past references to the movie. 

“Every time you stop for gas, it’s ‘Where’s the flux 
capacitor,’” Espey said. “Or ‘What happens when you 
go 88 miles per hour?’ You hear it all.” 

However, the pop culture gravitas of the film has 
given the DeLorean an advantage over specialty car 
competitors like the Brickland SV-1, a sports car cre-
ated in the mid-1970s that also has gull-wing doors. 

“People probably wouldn’t remember the DeLo-
rean as much if it hadn’t been for ‘Back to the 
Future,’” he said. “I guarantee you someplace in the 
world right now one of those three movies is on TV 
and somebody is seeing it for the first time. It might 
be somebody 8 years old, and they say, ‘Wow that’s 
a great car.’” 

That advantage will serve the DMC well as it begins 
producing new DeLoreans in 2018, Espey said. The 
dealership also offers body work and maintenance 
work for DeLoreans with its four technicians and 
warehouse of spare parts.  

A 2015 federal amendment to the National Traffic 
and Motor Vehicle Safety Act allows a manufacturer 
to produce up to 325 cars per year that resemble a 
vintage car without having to meet current safety 
standards, Espey said. The new cars still have to pass 
an emissions test, he said. 

The company expects to release 22 next summer, 50 
in 2019 and reach production of one per week by 2020. 
Espey said the cars will retail for about $100,000 each.

The new DeLorean will have triple the horsepower 
but the same look and feel of the original car. 

“We’ve already got a list of close to 4,000 people 
who inquired about putting a deposit down,” he said. 

BY CHRIS SHELTON

1: DeLorean Motor Company Vice President James Espey 
drives a DeLorean car every day.  2: Four DMC technicians 
specialize in the repair of DeLorean vehicles. 3: Many au-
tomotive parts in the warehouse are at least 30 years old.

DeLorean Motor Company

15023 Eddie Drive, Humble

281-441-2537

www.delorean.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.- 
5 p.m., closed Sat. and Sun.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

The specialty car has several price points that depend on 
the condition of the vehicle, according to DeLorean Motor 
Company Vice President James Espey.

BUYING A DELOREAN

$15,000-$20,000
A DeLorean that needs thousands of dollars in repairs

$40,000-$50,000
A used DeLorean in good condition

$60,000
Converting a DeLorean to an accurate portrayal of the car from 
the film “Back to the Future”

Sign Up Early & Save $10

For more info or to sign up go to www.FFPS.org or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

EVERY CHILD PLAYS / EVERY CHILD COUNTS

FULL UNIFORM & TROPHY TO ALL!
Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old

• No Travel: All games played 
locally - 22 locations

• One practice per week
• All 8 Games on Saturdays beginning October 7

• Two Payment Plan Available
• Very Affordable

• Full Uniform & Trophy to All
• Guaranteed Placement Deadline: SEPTEMBER 19
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I    n the wake of Hurricane Ike in 
2008, Luis and Kathie Jaimes 

opened Chachi’s Mexican Restaurant 
in Kingwood—a dream Luis spent 
decades working toward.

Opening a business is difficult, 
Kathie said, but opening Chachi’s 
as a Category 4 hurricane struck the 
area complicated the process. The 
restaurant’s license to sell alcohol 
was delayed due to the storm, and 
many residents dealt with property 
damage, she said.

“The day that we opened, [Luis] 
actually decided that day, ‘We’re 
going to open tonight,’ and he liter-
ally just pulled the little ‘Open’ sign 
on and within a half hour the place 
was full,” Kathie said.

However, the Jaimeses used the 

opportunity to connect with the sur-
rounding community.

“The nice thing was when the 
hurricane happened, we still had 
power,” Kathie said. “We had a 
gigantic ice maker that we didn’t 
really have a use for, so we were just 
letting people come in with their 
coolers. They were really thankful 
because you couldn’t get ice any-
where.”

Chachi’s Mexican Restaurant— 
which gets its name from Luis’ 
resemblance to Scott Baio’s character 
from the show “Happy Days”— has 
been serving fresh-made meals to the 
Kingwood community for the better 
part of 10 years, Kathie said.

Although the Chachi’s menu has 
traditional Mexican favorites, such 

as enchiladas, tacos and queso, it 
also features dishes that include 
quail, seafood and ribs.

Kathie said some of the restau-
rant’s loyal customers have been 
dining with Luis since he worked at 
Ninfa’s in Kingwood more than 25 
years ago. It was at Ninfa’s where 
Kathie coined the nickname of Cha-
chi for Luis about two weeks after 
they met. The two were co-workers at 
the time.  

Some customers, she said, have 
watched the couple’s business and 
family grow since Luis’ days as a bus 
boy at Ninfa’s.

“When we had our daughter, he 
used to bring pictures into work every 
day, and everybody was wanting to 
see,” Kathie said. “She’s like ‘There 

BY JASMINE DAVIS

Chachi’s Mexican Restaurant

4300 Town Center Place, Ste.5,  
Kingwood

281-360-1789

www.chachismexicanrestaurant.com

Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.- 9:30 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.- 11 p.m.

Chachi’s Mexican Restaurant
Kingwood business owners opened during Hurricane Ike
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DINING FEATURE

HAPPY HOUR 
Between Monday and Friday each 
week, customers at Chachi’s Mexican 
Restaurant can get $3 margaritas in 
several flavors:

• Sangria
• Chambord (black raspberry)
• Strawberry
• House
• Mango

1: The beef and chicken fajitas are a pop-
ular dish at Chachi’s Mexican Restau-
rant. 2: Owner Luis Jaimes was nick-
named Chachi by his wife because of his 
resemblance to Scott Baio’s character in 
“Happy Days.” 3: The shrimp and fajitas 
dish is topped with melted Monterey 
Jack cheese and ranchera sauce. 

are so many people that know me but 
I don’t know them.’ And I’m like, ‘It’s 
because they’ve seen you grow up.’ 
So they feel close to her just because 
she’s his daughter.”

281-540-4822 
www.aaronmechanical.com

The Area’s Leading Comfort Experts for ALL Air 
Conditioning and Heating Needs in Your Home

TACLA023312C

• Family-owned and 
operating since 1978

• Fully-licensed and insured

• Service for all makes and 
models

• Factory-trained HVAC 
technicians

• Financing options

• WARRANTIES and GUARANTEES

FREE Nest Learning Thermostat 
with Approved Financing on a RUUD 

16 SEER AC System. 
Exp 9/7/17



Lake Houston | Humble | Kingwood  edition • August 2017 15

A   fter Addi passed away a couple of 
weeks short of her second 

birthday, her mother Amber Bender 
decided she wanted to help other 
families battling pediatric cancer.

Amber and Tony Bender founded 
Addi’s Faith Foundation in April 2007 
and have since raised funds to pro-
vide financial assistance to families 
of children who have cancer and to 
fund research at MD Anderson Cancer 
Center in the Houston Medical Center. 
Amber serves as executive director of 
the Kingwood-based organization.

Addison Faith Bender, known as 
Addi, was diagnosed with an atypical 
teratoid rhabdoid tumor when she 
was 17 months old and did not leave 
the hospital for three months after her 
initial MRI.

“She had multiple brain surgeries 
and heavy, high-dose chemotherapy 
that was really, really harsh and made 
her very, very sick,” Amber said. “But 
[the cancer] was too aggressive, and it 
kept coming back.”

She said the family was fortunate 
that Tony’s employer was flexible and 
willing to work with them during their 
daughter’s illness. Meanwhile, Amber 
was a stay-at-home mom and was able 
to care for Addi. 

Taking care of a child with cancer 
is an around-the-clock job, and often 
one parent has to quit his or her job, 
Amber said. At a time when a family’s 
financial demands have increased due 
to medical bills or from travel expenses 
to and from treatment, their income 
decreases.

Addi’s Faith allows parents with 

children diagnosed with cancer to 
apply for financial assistance online 
or by mail. Each month the organiza-
tion’s review board meets, reviews the 
applications, checks their confirmation 
letters and sends out what funds it can 
to families in need. 

“We send them a check, so they can 
use it for what they need.” Amber said. 
“Some people need the money for 
travel because they’re getting treatment 
across the country somewhere. Some 
people need it for their housing bills or 
because their car broke down.”

The foundation did just that for 
Tiffany Williamson when her son Ethan 
was diagnosed with bone cancer in 
2014. As an 8-year-old at the time of 
his diagnosis, Ethan was an honoree 
for Addi’s Faith’s Walk By Faith 10K/5K 
Race. The nonprofit supported the Wil-
liamson family emotionally and finan-
cially as Ethan underwent treatment 
for about a year until he was declared 
cancer free in April 2015.

“They reached out to us shortly 
after Ethan was diagnosed and offered 
financial support, but more impor-
tantly they offered their heart,” Tiffany 
said. “Their openness to share Addi’s 
story, their devotion to God, their dedi-
cation to raising funds for research and 
awareness, and the knowing of what 
our family was facing—the combina-
tion was inspiring and gave us hope 
and touched us in a powerful way.”

The organization’s other main objec-
tive is to fund pediatric neuro-oncol-
ogy research. Amber said most of the 
funding for the research of childhood 
cancers comes from organizations like 

Addi’s Faith Foundation
Family that faced pediatric cancer supports 
others facing disease, funds medical research

BY TRACY MANESSNONPROFIT

hers in which parents have lost a child 
and decide to take action.

So far Addi’s Faith Foundation has 
given over $800,000 of the $1.5 million 
it has pledged to MD Anderson. 

The pediatric neuro-oncology 
research lab there is named in Addi’s 
honor and is in Phase 2 of a clinical 
trial that uses cells that were removed 
from her tumor. The organization 
makes quarterly payments to the hospi-
tal so the research can continue with-
out having to wait for more funding.

The foundation also provides 
scholarships to children who have 
survived brain tumors and supports an 
organization, Holley’s Hope, that pro-
vides grief support for parents whose 
children have died. 

Amber said that although the 
scholarships are a small part of what 
the organization does, the scholarships 
offer some hope and encourage parents 
and children who are currently facing 
the disease.

WAYS TO HELP
Addi’s Faith hosts several events to 
support families dealing with child-
hood cancer and cancer research.

• Visit www.addisfaithfoundation.org 
to learn more, donate online or sign 
up for the email newsletter.

• Send donation checks to 2410 
Riverway Oak Drive, Kingwood.

• Attend Walk by Faith 10K/5K Race on 
Nov. 12 at the University of Houston.

• Attend the AddiShack Charity Golf 
Tournament held each spring.
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Addi’s Faith hosts the Walk By Faith 10K/5K Race each year at the University of Houston. 

Addi’s Faith

2410 Riverway Oak Drive, Kingwood

281-785-4098

www.addisfaithfoundation.org

MILLS BRANCH D
R.

RIVERW
AY OAK DR.

AUTUMN 

SAGE LN.

SUNDAY
WORSHIP

1799 Woodland Hills Dr. Kingwood, TX 77339
www.kingwoodumc.org | 281-358-2137

Traditional - 8:30, 9:40, 11am
Students - 9:40am
Contemporary - 9:40 & 11am
Hispanic - 11am

Join us this fall and discover more to life!

SUNDAY
WORSHIP

Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!Join us this fall and discover more to life!
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percent for the next 10 years,” 
NCISD Superintendent Kenn 
Franklin said. “The district 
grew by more than 6 percent 
from October 2015 to October 
2016, which aligns with the 
high-growth scenario pre-
sented to the board of trustees 
by Population and Survey Ana-
lysts last fall.” 

Meanwhile, HISD’s student 
population is expected to 
continue to increase by about 
1,000 per year until at least 
2025, according to PASA data.  

NCISD GROWTH TREND

After NCISD’s 10th elemen-
tary school—Dogwood Ele-
mentary School—and its new 
natatorium open to students 
this fall, the district will open 
a new Infinity Early College 
High School building at Lone 
Star College-Kingwood and 
Brookwood Forest Elemen-
tary, in 2018.

The projects are funded 
through the district’s $173 mil-
lion bond referendum passed 
by voters in May 2015.

When Infinity Early College 
opens at LSC-Kingwood in 
2018, it will be the first early  
college facility on a Lone Star 
College System campus. The 
47,000-square-foot facility will 
cost $11.4 million to construct 
and host at least 400 students, 
according to the school district. 

Early college high school 
academy programs allow stu-
dents to take college courses 
and earn associate degrees 
while they get their high school 
diplomas, said Kimberly Klep-
cyk, dean of Academic Part-
nerships and Initiatives for 
LSC-Kingwood. 

Dogwood Elementary—a 
106,000-square- foot facility—
will host about 800 students in 
2017, according to PASA data. 

The curriculum at Dogwood 
Elementary will integrate stu-
dent leadership development 
into school programs and a 
curriculum based on Stephen 
R. Covey’s book, “The 7 Habits 
of Highly Effective People.”

“The program integrates 
Covey’s seven habits into reg-
ular classroom instruction 
and operates on the premise 
that every student can be a 

leader,” said Scott Powers, 
NCISD executive director for 
public relations.

The natatorium will feature 
a 25-yard competition pool 
and concession stands as well 
as locker rooms and athletic 
administrative offices at build-
out in September.  

It will be used by the swim-
ming and diving teams at 
Porter and New Caney high 
schools and will provide the 
district room to grow if it has to 
open a third high school, Pow-
ers said. 

“The natatorium will seat 
400 spectators ... the courtyard 
created between the new nata-
torium and the field house will 
be designed to have outdoor 
seating,” Powers said.

NEW HISD SCHOOLS

Groves Elementary School 
will open in August to about 
600 students in The Groves 
subdivision in Atascocita. 

The $23 million facility is 
one of six new schools the dis-
trict expects to open by 2022 
and has a capacity for 950 stu-
dents, Groves Elementary Prin-
cipal Brian Peters said. 

Next year, the district will 
open the $44 million Mid-
dle School No. 9 next door 
to Groves Elementary. The 
204,825-square-foot middle 
school is designed to hold 
1,110 students when it opens in 
August 2018.   

Both projects were funded 
through a $245 million bond 
authorized by voters in 2008.  

The new elementary school 
will feature an in-demand 
Spanish Immersion Program 
and a heavy investment in 
technology, such as laptops, 
tablets and interactive white-
boards in classrooms. 

Students will be able to con-
tinue the Spanish Immersion 
Program at Middle School  
No. 9 when it opens. 

The 111,000-square-foot 
Groves Elementary is also 
designed to have collaborative 
spaces throughout the build-
ing, Peters said. 

The school was furnished to 
create collaboration space in 
classrooms, in science labs and 
in the library, Peters said. The 
classrooms could have a com-
bination of comfortable chairs, 

 CONTINUED FROM 1

traditional desks and standing 
desks, Peters said. 

“Putting things in place 
where it’s not just a teacher 
delivering content or deliver-
ing how to do something, but 
establishing those relation-
ships that build rapport and 
create that atmosphere of chil-
dren wanting to learn [leads 
to higher rates of student suc-
cess,]” he said.

SURGING
STUDENT POPUL ATION
Humble and New Caney ISDs have  plans for several schools and facilities within their boundaries.

O p e n i n g  2 018

$23 
million

August 
2017

950 
students

1 Groves Elementary School

Cost Capacity Opening

5 Middle School No. 9

$44 
million

August 
2018

1,110 
students

Cost Capacity Opening

3 New Caney ISD Natatorium

$15.8 
million

Cost
400 

spectators

Capacity
September 

2017

Opening

6 Brookwood Forest Elementary 

$21.7 
million

August 
2018

1,100 
students

Cost Capacity Opening

2 Dogwood Elementary School

$27.6 
million

Cost
1,100 

students

Capacity
August 

2017 

Opening

4 Infinity Early College facility
at Lone Star College-Kingwood

$11.4 
million

January 
2018

Cost Capacity Opening

400 
student

Dogwood 
Elementary School

New Caney ISD

Lone Star College-Kingwood 
Process Technology Center

Groves  
Elementary School

Humble ISD

New Caney ISD 
Natatorium

New Caney ISD

Brookwood Forest 
Elementary

New Caney ISD

Middle School 
No. 9

Humble ISD

Infinity Early College at Lone 
Star College-Kingwood

New Caney ISD

O p e n i n g  2 017

LONE STAR TO 
OPEN FACILITY 
THIS FALL

Lone Star College-Kingwood 
will open a 50,000-square-
foot facility that will house the 
college’s new process technol-
ogy program in August, said 
Maribeth Stitt, dean of business, technology, communications and 
languages for LSC-Kingwood. The program will train attendees to run 
process operations in a chemical plant—a field that is in demand in 
the Lake Houston area, Stitt said. The project was funded through the 
$485 million bond package passed in November 2014.
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SOURCES: HUMBLE ISD, NEW CANEY ISD, LONE STAR COLLEGE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.
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UNLOCKING
building codethe

The process in Harris County 
and the city of Houston requires 
business owners to work through the 
permitting process before opening. 
The approval process for the permits 
varies by city or use of the business.

The plan covers underground 
utilities, water, stormwater 
drainage, pavement, 
driveways, detention facilities 
and sanitation.

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

This covers fire code and emergency safety plans and 
ensures proper alarms and extinguishers are in place.

B
Business owners make 
suggested corrections 
and resubmit the plan. 
This step has no time 
limit.

C
After another two-week 
review, if everything is up 
to code, the plan will be 
approved. If it is not approved, 
it is resubmitted.

D E
When the plan is 
approved, engineers 
set up payments for 
permits. Payments 
may vary depending 
on the building site.

After all the other steps 
are completed, businesses 
handling food and 
beverages must obtain a 
food permit from the local 
public health department.

A
During a two-week review 
process, engineers will 
comment on what must 
be done to meet all 
related codes.

1 Submit a civil site plan

Submit a fire and life safety review

Both documents are reviewed for approval

2
E

X
IT

and entities have jurisdiction, said 
Jenna Armstrong, president of the 
Lake Houston Area Chamber of Com-
merce. The region includes the cities 
of Houston and Humble, while other 
stretches of the Lake Houston area are 
unincorporated and therefore under 
the jurisdiction of Harris County. 

“A lot of times [business owners] 
think they’re in the city of Humble, 
but they’re not,” she said. “They’re in 
an unincorporated area, and [Harris 
County] is where you need to go. And 
a lot of times people have a contractor 
to set it up, but if they’re not specif-
ically from this area, the contractor 
doesn’t understand it either.” 

Humble, which is home to about 
15,000 residents, has fewer layers of 
bureaucracy than its surrounding 

neighborhoods, allowing the city 
to approve permits in less than two 
months from an initial meeting with 
the business owner, said Assistant 
City Manager Jason Stuebe. 

“When a new development comes 
in, I put together a meeting between 
the engineers, the architects, our 
engineers, our public works director, 
our building official and our fire mar-
shal, and we’re able to sit down in a 
room and hash all of the issues out 
pretty quickly,” Stuebe said. 

OBTAINING A PERMIT 

 Shawn Sturhan, assistant man-
ager of the permit office of the Har-
ris County Engineering Department, 
said his department works to ensure 
commercial development is not neg-
atively affecting a neighborhood—
from traffic flow and flood prevention 

outside the business to making sure 
fire extinguishers and emergency 
exits are properly marked inside.

“It’s important, because if you’re 
opening a new business, the public is 
going to be entering there,” he said. 
“Whether it’s employees or customers, 
we check for building life safety so the 
people inside are going to be safe.”

Before opening a new business 
within the city of Houston or Harris 
County’s jurisdiction, individuals 
must work with several departments 
to ensure the building is up to code, 
fire safety regulations are in place 
and health inspections are passed, 
according to the Harris County Fire 
Marshal’s office.

Once a business owner submits site 
and safety plans to the engineering 
department, he or she goes through 
a two-week review process with the 
county. Officials then return with 
notes on what has to be done to meet 
codes and receive final approval.

“We are pretty strict on our two-
week reviews,” Sturhan said. “Some-
thing that could make reviews long[er] 
is if [applicants] don’t address com-
ments or make a correction [but] it still 
doesn’t meet code. We can’t approve 
something that doesn’t meet code.”

OPENINGS DELAYED

Clint Smith, owner of White Light-
ning—a three-part entertainment 
venue that features three bars, a 
restaurant and a barbershop—racked 
up six-figure losses since snags in the 
permit process delayed his business 
opening.

White Lightning, which is in unin-
corporated Harris County, was ini-
tially scheduled to open in Febru-
ary to coincide with the Super Bowl 
before being pushed back several 
times as the business continues to 
wait for final approval on a fire code 
inspection, Smith said. 

“Not getting this right has cost me 
several hundred thousand dollars,” 
he said.

Smith said if he could redo the pro-
cess, he would hire a general contrac-
tor who is knowledgeable about the 
area to work directly with his archi-
tect during the design phase of the 
project. Smith said he spent all of the 
money he saved by not hiring a con-
tractor during the delays. 

He said greater clarity on the rules 
for each permit could save the county 
and business owner time and money.

“You never have a submittal that 
doesn’t get rejected at least the 
first two or three times,” he said. “I 
don’t care how big your company 

is, something is getting rejected. It 
would be nice if there was a process 
where we didn’t have to go through 
that. It almost seems as if there’s a 
constant waste of time on their part 
and [the business owner] to have to 
go to redo plans and resubmit.”  

Susie and John Mims hired a local 
contractor to help them navigate the 
process of opening Wild Birds Unlim-
ited in Kingwood, which is within the 
city of Houston. However, the retailer, 
which carries bird feeding and nature 
products, has still faced delays.  

While the business was sched-
uled to open earlier this year, it has 
been delayed because of miscom-
munication between the architect, 
the contractor and the owners while 
they  applied for the permits, John 
said. Construction was delayed by a 
month as the contractor and architect 
worked to secure the necessary per-
mits. The couple has since decided to 
work more closely with the architect 
after the contractor resigned. 

The Mims family said its situation 
underscores the reality that many 
factors are beyond an owner’s control 
when seeking permits to open a busi-
ness. The Mimses said they expect to 
spend $15,000 more than they had 
planned to pay rent and redesign 
elements of their business to pass 
inspection. 

“The contractor was not necessar-
ily communicating well with us and 
not giving us solid information,” John 
said. “We thought we were having 
permitting issues, but it turned out 
we were having contractor issues.”

Cities, such as Houston and Hum-
ble, are often a one-stop shop for 
approving permits. However, for busi-
nesses established within the Humble 
there are two exceptions, Stuebe said. 

A business owner must reach out 
to the county for permits if the enter-
prise is located on a county road, 
such as Will Clayton Parkway, and 
requires roadway improvements or 
is connected to a water system that 
drains into a county drainage ditch, 
Stuebe said.

AVOIDING HURDLES

The city of Houston is planning to 
unveil its permitting wizard called 
the Project Planner, a user-friendly 
online database, for beta testing this 
fall, said Alanna Reed, public infor-
mation officer for the city of Hous-
ton’s Public Works and Engineering 
Department. 

The Project Planner will help guide 
potential business owners to the 
correct permits with a prompt that 

 CONTINUED FROM 1
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Many businesses make the same mistakes when going through the permitting and 
inspection process. However, resources are available  to help guide business owners 
through opening a business in the Lake Houston area.

1  Research what municipal entity or utility 
district the potential business is located in. 

2  Find a contractor who is familiar with the 
permitting requirements for the municipal 
entity and the type of business being opened.

3  Communicate with the Lake Houston 
area Chamber of Commerce and other 
business organizations whose members 
have experience in the region.

4  Talk to other business owners in the area 
about their experiences.

5  Investigate community business 
programs such as those offered at the 
Lone Star College System Small Business 
Development Center.

1  Not applying for a permit 
or submitting an application 
with incomplete or incorrect 
information 

2  Failure to complete 
the permit process before 
beginning construction 

3  Not requesting a final 
inspection

4  Incomplete fire protection 
systems or lack of system plans

5  Making construction 
changes without approval

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY, LAKE HOUSTON AREA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Tips for success Mistakes to avoid

 Advice  from the  

EXPERTS
Locked or blocked exits

Overcrowding

Unpermitted renovations or 
expansions

Improper storage and poor 
housekeeping

Blocked fire lanes or fire lanes 
not marked

COMMON reasons   for 
FIRE INSPECTION 

FAILURE
The Harris County Fire Marshal’s 
Office identified reasons businesses 
owners fail their annual fire 
inspections.

features several questions. When the 
feature goes live, users will be allowed 
to apply for any permit offered by the 
city online, Reed said. 

“The dynamic decision-making 
software powering the Project Planner 
will quickly exclude irrelevant permit 
categories, ensuring a personalized 
experience,” Reed said. “At the end of 
the interview, the Project Planner will 
provide a customized list of required 
regulation types—permits, registra-
tion, certification and license.”

Harris County Fire Marshal Mike 
Montgomery said planning can help 
simplify the process of obtaining per-
mits from the fire marshal’s office.

“Choose reputable contractors that 
understand Harris County permitting 
and code requirements, [and] make 
sure you have all the required permits 
before beginning,” Montgomery said.

Sturhan said business owners can 
submit reviews online and pay for 
permits by credit card. He said he 
encourages his colleagues to spend 
extra time on the front end to help 
business owners understand what 
has to be done and why.

“Our main goal here is public 
safety,” Sturhan said. “We’re not try-
ing to stop development or make it 
hard to open a business. The sooner 
I can get you meeting code and open 
for business, the sooner you’re out of 
my hair.”

The chamber also offers counsel to 
members and nonmembers on navi-
gating the process, Armstrong said. 
However, business owners who speak 
to the chamber earlier in the process 
can learn common mistakes to avoid 
and best practices that keep business 
owners from dramatically increasing 

their starting costs. 
“The hardest thing for a business to 

open a lot of the time is overcoming 
those hurdles of getting the permit-
ting approved,” Armstrong said. “A 
lot of times you’re sitting there ready 
to open up, and you’re losing money 

every day that you cannot operate 
your business, waiting for a permit to 
be approved.”

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

BROOKSIDE MEMORIAL PARK
13747 Eastex Freeway

Houston, TX 77039
281-449-6511

BrooksideFuneralHomeLauder.com

Explore the customizable options in our 
new Resurrection Garden that will preserve 
your legacy for generations to come.

CALL US TO SCHEDULE 
A PRIVATE TOUR

Ground burial
Cremation memorialization
Family Estates

Leave them 
something to 

remember you by. 

<
<
<
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NOW 
OPEN

17201 Interstate 45 S.

The Woodlands, TX 77385

EXPERIENCE 
LEADING MEDICINE 
IN THE WOODLANDS  
Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital is proud to offer 
comprehensive care for you and your family, closer to home. Backed by 
the expertise, innovation and research of our fl agship hospital, all the 
benefi ts of leading medicine are now available in your community.

Our services include:

 § Advanced diagnostic imaging
 § Breast Care Center
 § Cancer Center
 § Childbirth Center
 § Emergency department
 § Endoscopy and broncoscopy
 § Heart and vascular care

 § Neurology and neurosurgery
 § Orthopedics and 
sports medicine

 § Plastic and reconstructive 
surgery

 § Surgical services
 § Wellness services

Visit houstonmethodist.org/thewoodlands to learn more or 
call 936.270.3333 to fi nd a physician.
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FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

The community is located near Beltway 8 with 
easy access to shopping along West Lake 
Houston Parkway and at Deerbrook Mall. It 
features easy access to major traffic arteries, such 
as Hwy. 59, Beltway 8, FM 1960, Hwy. 90 and I-10. 

Build-out year: 2002

Builders: Unknown

HOA dues (estimated): $350 annually 

Square footage: 980-1,963

Property taxes (in dollars):

Humble ISD 1.52
Harris County 0.42
Harris County Department of Education 0.01
Port of Houston 0.01
Harris County Hospital District 0.17
N. Harris Montgomery College District 0.11
Harris County MUD No. 49 0.90
Harris County ESD No. 10 0.10
Harris County Flood Control District 0.03
Total (per $100 valuation) 3.27

$121,781

TIMBERHILLS, 77396 RECENT LISTINGS

Median
home value

$86.80 26

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 7/21/17 

4 4

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by Chet Russell 
 Coldwell Banker United, Realtors • 281-852-4444 • www.coldwellbankerhomes.com

3 bedroom / 2 bath   $135,000 
Alexis Walls Guillory  1,963 sq. ft.
JLA Realty    832-527-7005

3 bedroom / 2 bath  $102,000 
Michael Davis  1,732 sq. ft.
Brooks & Davis Real Estate 713-665-8329

3 bedroom / 1 full bath, 1 half bath  $104,900 
Jayme Foster  980 sq. ft.
Keller Williams Realty Northeast  832-283-3906 

3 bedroom / 2 bath  $86,000 
Penny Scruggs  1,077 sq. ft. 
Better Homes and Gardens 713-898-7787
Real Estate Gary Greene-Champions

10706 Kentington Oak Drive

10726 Ambergate Drive

10626 Thorncliff Drive

11019 Thorncliff Drive

HOMES SOLD  (JUNE 2017)
Number of homes sold, ZIP code/average days on the market

Price range 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$149,999 or less 29/198 - 14/37 13/64 20/49 9/33 20/62

$150,000-$199,999 65/93 3/97 48/43 25/78 51/65 38/49 58/64

$200,000-$299,999 115/88 56/79 191/95 104/100 20/84 93/70 73/111

$300,000-$399,999 66/139 40/64 81/95 53/97 5/276 38/79 60/112

$400,000-$499,999 37/213 21/90 26/140 21/143 1/50 11/137 11/181

$500,000-$599,999 7/191 17/106 7/243 15/197 - 7/178 12/196

$600,000-$799,999 6/209 9/140 7/132 7/302 - 9/171 6/187

$800,000-$999,999 3/55 2/176 3/418 4/75 - 6/209 -

$1 million + 1/43 2/248 8/279 1/67 - 8/231 2/172

MARKET DATA

Price 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$450,000
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MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JUNE  2016 VS.  2017

-24.9%
+3.7%

+4.1% -11.2%

+7.5%
+0.8% +14.5%
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THIS IS WHERE
AWESOMENESS 
HAPPENS.

The Lake Houston area is where you rest and
discover sports like family trampolining.THIS IS WHERE

AWESOMENESS 
HAPPENS.

THIS IS WHERE
AWESOMENESS 
HAPPENS. Atascosita/Kingwood Office | 281.852.4444
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VALLEY-RANCH.COM

HOMES FROM THE $180s -  $400s 

 

 

AWARD-WINNING BUILDERS

is NOW OPEN!

ENJOY A 
COMMUNITY99

45

249

8

59/69

90

G
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D PARKWAY

Kingwood

The Woodlands

Porter

99

1960

Surrounded with amenities including a 
135-acre Town Grove with miles of lakes & 
trails, enjoy the family-friendly water park 
and shope & dine at the new Valley Ranch 

Town Center.

Lake Houston 10k 5k Presented by

Saturday, August 19 ~ 7 a.m. ~ Kings Harbor, Kingwood
Chip Timed USATF Sanctioned Race 

Register at LakeHouston10k5k.com
Gold Sponsors: Dockline Magazine and Waste Connections of Texas

#RunTheLake

Bring the whole family to the Generation Park Kid’s Zone



DEALS THIS MONTH

FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS

DINING
Amedeo’s .................................................. 25

Great Harvest Bread Co. - Kingwood .......... 27

J Christophers PIzza and Pasta ................... 27

Papa Murphy’s - Kingwood ........................ 26

Tosca Americana ........................................ 26

EDUCATION
Rowland Ballard ........................................ 23

ENTERTAINMENT
Max Bowl ................................................... 25

MEDICAL
Get Well Health Clinic ................................ 26

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Goode Air Conditioning & Heating Inc ....... 27

Kingwood A/C and Heating ....................... 24

RETAIL
SGA - Crosby ............................................. 25

TRANSPORTATION
Sullivans Advanced Paint & Body ............... 24
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SULLIVAN’S ADVANCED PAINT & BODY
State Of The Art Collision Repair and Total Car Care!

Repairs You Can Depend On  
& Service You Can Trust!  

 All Located Under One Roof.  
22500 Loop 494 - Kingwood

Contact us today!  281-359-3598 • 
22500 Loop 494, Kingwood, TX 77339

www.sullivansadvancedpaintandbody.com

A part of Houston’s Auto Body Assurance, which is a network of the best certified body 
shops offering top-notch customer service and repairs. 

Free four wheel alignment 
with the purchase of four tires

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 9/8/17

 Sorters McC lellan Rd.

                                   Kingwood Dr.
59

Loop 494

FINANCING AVAILABLE

WWW.KINGWOODAC.COM

281.358.0955

22424 LOOP 494
KINGWOOD, TX 77339
MON - FRI: 8AM - 5PM

License # TACLB009596C

Celebrating Our              Anniversary35th

/KINGWOODAC

$1,200

Not valid with any other off ers. Residential only. With CI 
coupon. Exp: 8/31/17

Call for details. Exp: 8/31/17

Repair Service Calls 
$250 or More

UP
TO

Individual Unit Rebates and 
Great Financing Options. 

Individual Unit Rebates and 
IN REBATES

$25  OFF$10  OFF
Maintenance 
Agreements

Not valid with any other off ers. $10 off  per 
agreement NOT per unit. With CI coupon. Exp: 8/31/17

August  Back to School Specials 
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A Kingwood tradition 
since 1985

 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

CATERING MENU
PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE

amedeos.net

22704 LOOP 494 
KINGWOOD, TX 77339

281-359-4451

$10 OFF 
TWO DINNER ENTREES 

OF $30 OR MORE
VALID MON.-THURS. ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY 

OTHER OFFER. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS. ONE
COUPON PER TABLE. DINE IN ONLY.

OFFER EXPIRES 10/12/17

5911 FM 2100 • CROSBY • 281-328-2800

SUMMER RANGE SPECIAL
$12 per hour – pistol or rifle

$5 for second shooter

pistol or rifle$12 per hour 
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$50
WEIGHT LOSS 

SPECIAL
Includes Evaluation 

and Prescription

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

• $60 Office Visit
• Treating Children, Adults, and Elderly
• Chronic Care Management
• Immunizations

• Sick-care
• Well-care
• Extended Weekday Hours
• Open Saturdays 

1420 FM 1960 Bypass E Ste 122Humble TX 77338

GET WELL TODAY!

w
ilson rd.

N

1960832-781-4340
www.getwellhumble.com

Your clinic for Back to School essentials! Immunizations, 
Sports Physicals and Pediatric/Adolescent urgent care!

WE CAN’T WAIT TO MEET YOU! 
- The Get Well Health Team

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
$25pp ($12 for kids 6-13)

Sundays 10am-2:30pm
LUNCH

Monday - Closed/Scheduled Event only
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-3:30pm

DINNER
Tuesday - Thursday 4:30pm-10pm
Friday & Saturday 4:30pm-10pm

OPERA ROOM open for private meetings
Up to 45 guest 

$5 off 
when you 
spend $25

One Coupon per table, Not valid 
with any other offer, Dine in or 

carry out only, 
Offer expires 8/31/17.

18321 West Lake Houston Parkway #540
Humble, Tx 77346
(832) 777-1596

WWW.TOSCAAMERICANA.COM

ATASCOCITA RD.

SAM HOUSTON TOLLWAY

WILL CLAYTON PKWY.

W. LAKE HOUSTON PKWY.

1960

59

Reserve your table today to celebrate your special occasion

ITALIAN KITCHEN

1/13/17.

19318-CIM-JCKO8  ©2016 Papa Murphy’s International LLC

phone ahead, we’ll have it ready when you arrive

FRESH PIZZA MADE 
DAILY IN PEARLAND

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Expires 11/30/16. Discount off regular menu price. Excludes Mini Murph®, 
FAVES® and Desserts. Fresh Pan in Large only. Valid only at the Pearland and Deer Park stores. 
Not valid with other offers. Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. PRNT092816 LSM-10

CHOOSE YOUR SIZE & SAVE

$5OFF
FAMILY SIZE

$4OFF
LARGE SIZE

$3OFF
MEDIUM SIZE

PEARLAND 
3320 E Broadway St 

center of town near Starbucks 
281-412-2000

ALSO VISIT 
DEER PARK 

3717 Center St 
281-542-PAPA (7272)

Walnut St

518

Starbucks

Pasadena Blvd

C
en

ter S
t

 

LIGHT UP 
YOUR NIGHT  
WITH A JACK-O-LANTERN PIZZA 

Offer valid 10/24 - 10/31/16. Discount applied at payment. Additional cost for 
additional toppings. Available at participating locations. Not valid with any other offer.

JUST

LARGE

$8

Cheese Pizza with a Jack-O-Lantern 

face made of Premium Pepperoni.

SPOOKY GOOD

we welcome

at participating locations

1/13/17.

Closed for 
remodeling but will 

reopen in late 
summer

At the participating location for a limited time. Not valid with other offers.

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Exclusions apply. See store for details.

DAILY SPECIALS

Choose Your Size and Save!

$5OFF
FAMILY SIZE

$4OFF
LARGE

$3OFF
MEDIUM

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Expires 4/30/17. Discount off regular menu price. Excludes Mini Murph®, 
FAVES® and Desserts. Fresh Pan in Large only. Valid for a limited time at participating locations. Not valid 
with other offers. Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3.  CIM032217 LS

M
-0

4

phone ahead, we’ll have it ready

we welcome at participating locations 

PEARLAND/WALNUT 
3320 E Broadway St 

at Broadway & Walnut 
281-412-2000

Also visit DEER PARK 
3717 Center St 

near H-E-B 
281-542-PAPA (7272)

Walnut St

518

Starbucks

Pasadena Blvd

C
en

ter S
t

25316-CIM-DS© 2017 Papa Murphy’s International LLC

Giant Pepperoni, Ground Sausage, Garlic Red 
Sauce and Fresh-Grated Parmesan all on an 
extra large, foldable New York Style Crust

Extra Large 
New York style Pizza

 XLNY
It’s a huge DEAL    

TM

Offer expires 4/23/17. Available only on New York-Style crust in the X-Large size. X-Large is served on a Family 
Size tray. No substitutions. Available at participating locations. Not valid with any other offers.

JUST

X-LARGE

$7

• SUNDAY $3 off Family Size, $2 off Large, $1 off Medium

• MONDAY $6 Large 1-Topping, $8 Family Size 1-Topping

• TUESDAY $10 Large, $12 Family Size (CYO up to 5 Classic Toppings)

• WEDNESDAY $7 Large 2-Topping, $9 Family Size 2- Topping

• THURSDAY $9 Large Herb Chicken Mediterranean
or Cowboy, $11 Family Size

• FRIDAY &
SATURDAY

$5 FAVES® (Pepperoni, Sausage or Cheese)

$10 LARGE 
CHICKEN GARLIC PIZZA

Limit one coupon per customer. Valid only at participating locations listed below. May not be combined with any other off er or promotion. Expires 8/24/17.

JUST
$10

LARGE
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AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

281-446-6719 HUMBLE | 281-358-2949 KINGWOOD
WWW.GOODEAIR.COM

$65*per unit

A/C OR FURNACE CHECK
MON-FRI 8AM-5PM. EXPIRES 8/31/17. 

NOT COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

$25* OFF
ANY REPAIRS OF $250.00 OR MORE. 

DIAGNOSIS EXCLUDED
MON-FRI 8AM-5PM. EXPIRES 8/31/17. 

NOT COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

FINANCE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Save Up To $750-$2000 OFF Select A/C and Heating Systems

LIMITED TIME OFFERCall for details!!!

STATE LICENSE # TACLA001329C

CALL TODAY AND SEE WHY WE’RE A LEADER IN 
HOMEOWNER SATISFACTION AND DEPENDABILITY.

Family Owned and Operated since 1976

Mon-Thu 7am-7pm, Fri-Sat 7am-4pm 
2665 Royal Forest Dr, Kingwood  281-973-8203

www.greatharvestkingwoodtx.com

Buy any loaf, get the second loaf 50% off
(of equal or lesser value)

August 1st-31st, Monday - Saturday after 12pm.
*Not valid with any other offer 

2245 Northpark Drive (at Woodland Hills) | Kingwood, Texas 77339 | 281-358-6601

PASTA - SALADS - BURGERS - SANDWICHES

 A great place to 
celebrate life’s occasions 

for over 37 years! 

JChristophersPizzaPasta.com
DINE-IN - CARRYOUT - DELIVERY - CATERING

$5 OFF 
Purchase of $25 or More 

Dine-in or carry out only. Not valid with any 
other offer. Exp. 9/29/17

DINNER FOR TWO
Buy One Entree & Two Beverages 
& Get the Second Entree for FREE
Dine in only. Not valid with any other offer. 

Second entree of equal or lesser value. 
Exp. 9/29/17

FREE KIDS MEAL 
With Purchase of Adult Entree 

Dine in only. Not valid with any other offer.
Kids meals are severed to those 10 & under. 

Exp. 9/29/17

HAPPY HOUR 
Mon-Thur 4:00pm to 6:00pm

House Wine and Draft Beer $2

C A LL  TO DAY  8 6 6.9 8 9.6 8 0 8

INSTANT EXPOSURE

State-of-the-art targeting capabilities allow you to deliver
geographically within a radius of your business or to specific 
neighborhoods that meet your demographic profile.

T A R G E T  O N L Y  T H E 
N E I G H B O R H O O D S 
YO U  WA N T  TO  RE AC H

P O S T C A R D S  •  F LY E R S  •  S T I C K Y  N O T E S

Designed, printed and mailed–starting at 10¢ a piece.
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4533 Kingwood Drive
Kingwood, TX 77345

We start treating 
patients on September 5.

Join us for a festival and open house
Saturday, August 26

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Bring the whole family for food, fun activities, 

games, free health screenings, door prizes and more at the 
Memorial Hermann Convenient Care Center in Kingwood.

Meet the affi  liated physicians and tour our facility:
• 24-hour ER

• Primary Care & Pediatrics
• Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation

• Imaging
• Breast Care Center

• Lab

EVERYTHING YOU NEED.
RIGHT IN KINGWOOD.

W E S T  L A K E  H O U S T O N  P A R K W A Y  A N D  K I N G W O O D  D R I V E
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