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conducted an annual survey in 2014 
that showed nearly 600,000 entries 
across three parks—Centennial, Inde-
pendence and Southdown—as well as 
an average of nearly 50,000 users on 
six trail segments in the Magnolia Cor-
ridor alone in 2016.

“I know people regard our parks sys-
tem highly, and in some ways, we can’t 
build them fast enough. We are getting 
onto it,” Pearson said.

The city opened the 65-acre Shadow 
Creek Ranch Sports Complex in April. 
The $10.1 million project was funded 
through bonds.

An additional $16.8 million in 
upcoming parks improvements slated 
for 2017 and 2018 also stem from the 
2007 bond referendum. Of the $162 

million in voter-approved debt, $19.9 
million was set aside for parks and 
trails development. 

While park developments can come 
with a hefty price tag, they can also bring 
economic value over the long term. 

According to a 2015 report from the 
National Recreation and Parks Associa-
tion, local and regional parks across the 
U.S.—not including state and national 
parks—generated $140 billion in eco-
nomic activity in 2013 alone through 
jobs, capital spending and hiring.

Public green spaces also affect eco-
nomic development by improving real 
estate values, attracting homebuy-
ers, and drawing affluent retirees and 
high-skilled workers, according to the 
American Planning Association. 

The economic activity translates into 
property tax and sales tax revenue.

“When people pick places to live or 
even when companies decide where to 
move, quality of life is a very important 
factor,” said Kevin Roth, vice president 
of research at the NRPA. 

Orlea is preparing for five parks 
ground breakings, three of which are 
trails, between 2017 and 2018.

The parks department is chipping 
away at its 2007 Pearland Trail Master 
Plan to improve mobility across the 
city. The plan would extend trails as far 
south as Lakes of Savannah and along 
major waterways—Clear Creek, Hick-
ory Slough and Mary’s Creek—as well 
as along Hwy. 35, Pearland Parkway 
and the McHard Road corridors.

Although Shadow Creek Ranch has 
a relatively robust trail system when 
compared to the city overall, most 
residents in east Pearland do not live 
within walking or biking distance from 
a trail, according to the city’s trails sys-
tem map. The city also lacks east-to-
west trail connectors across Hwy. 288. 

“The goal of all of these projects is 
to provide access to alternative trans-
portation, whether that be biking, hik-
ing or means that are nonmotorized,” 
Orlea said.

PUTTING PEARLAND ON THE MAP

Of all the projects underway in 
Pearland, the renovation of Indepen-
dence Park is the most significant. The 
$3.98 million expansion will be the first 
phase of development to transform 
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.Pearland and Friendswood are improving 

existing parks and building new facilities to 
meet resident demands for green space.

PEARLANDPEARLAND PARKS & TRAILS

future 
trails

trails to 
break 

ground 
2017-18

parks

1

TRAIL CONNECTIVITY PHASE 2 
Cost: $1.7M 
Features: trail connecting Centennial 
and Independence parks 
Completion: 2018

6

3

CENTENNIAL PARK 
Cost: $2.8M 
Improvements: lighted softball fields, 
picnic pavilion, parking 
Completion: late 2017

4

GREEN TEE TERRACE TRAIL 
Cost: $4.2M 
Features: trail along Clear Creek with 
benches, bike racks and pavilions 
Completion: 2019

5 SHADOW CREEK RANCH TRAIL 
Cost: $1.9M 
Features: trail along Clear Creek 
with shaded seating and bike facilities 
Completion: 2019

2 DELORES FENWICK  
NATURE CENTER 
Cost: $2.3M 
Features: environmental exhibits, 
indoor beehive, gardens, classrooms 
Completion: 2018

SHADOW CREEK RANCH  
SPORTS COMPLEX PHASE 1 
Cost: $10.1M 
Features: eight sports fields, trails, 
pavilion, playground, amphitheater 
Completion: April 2017

SHADOW CREEK RANCH 
SPORTS COMPLEX PHASE 2 
Cost: $4.99M 
Improvements: cricket and rugby 
fields,   “miracle fields” for special 
needs athletes  
Completion: TBA

SOURCES: CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD, CITY OF PEARLAND/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 
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Independence Park into a flagship 
green space and entertainment venue. 

The expansion is in the final phase 
of design and is slated for a September 
ground breaking, Orlea said.

“This is going to be one of the parks 
projects that puts Pearland in its right-
ful place among parks and recreation 
peer agencies,” Orlea said.

The first phase will create a stage 
and amphitheater with an earthen 
berm and seating for about 5,000 peo-
ple. A new four-lane boulevard entry-
way will open onto Pearland Parkway 
and additional parking and lighting 
will be added as well as renovations to 
existing facilities.

A second phase of Independence 
Park will round out the city’s vision 
for the area as a destination park for 
ecotourism. Plans include a dog park, 
a habitat island on the existing deten-
tion pond, a boathouse and restaurant, 
and a playground adapted to incorpo-
rate the needs of the disabled. A con-
struction timeline has not been set yet.

The parks department is considering 

a public-private partnership to fund 
construction of the boathouse restau-
rant, dog park, amphitheater and 
pavilion through five- and 10-year 
naming rights contracts, which would 
be a policy shift for the city. 

Private investments could range 
from $10,000-$50,000 per year over 
the duration of the contract, according 
to sponsorship documents. No formal 
partnership has been struck yet.

“That’s been a successful model in 
Houston. What the scale of that is in 
Pearland, I’m not sure, but it can be 
a win-win for private businesses to 
showcase themselves, partner up with 
the city and make our public dollars go 
farther,” Pearson said.

NEW AND IMPROVED FRIENDSWOOD

Friendswood’s parks are undergoing 
a reboot to bring existing parks up to 
date and expand for future growth.

Friendswood’s growth has been 
steady over the years, growing from 
just under 36,000 in 2010 to roughly 
39,000 in 2017, an 8 percent uptick.

Residents passed $24 million worth 
of bonds in 2013, $7.3 million of which 
was dedicated to park improvements. 
The city is expected to allocate up 
to $8.3 million for additional parks 
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INDEPENDENCE PARK PHASE 2 

Cost: $7.3M 
Improvements: dog park, adaptive 
recreation playground, sports courts, 
water park, habitat island, road and 
walkways, restrooms, utilities 

Completion: TBA

7 INDEPENDENCE PARK PHASE 1 

Cost: $3.98M 
Improvements: entry on Pearland 

Parkway, stage, earthen berm for 5,000 
visitors, parking, restrooms, Wi-Fi 

Completion: 2019
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1776 PARK 
Cost: $473,000 
Improvements: trails, canoe and kayak 
launch 
Completion: TBA

CENTENNIAL PARK 
Cost: $636,000 
Improvements: basketball pavilion, 
lighting, more benches and picnic tables 
Completion: early 2017

LAKE FRIENDSWOOD PHASE 1 
Cost: $960,000 
Features: boardwalk, fishing pier, 
kayak launch, trail, exercise equipment  
Completion: February 2017

OLD CITY PARK 
Cost: $1M 
Improvements: dog park, pavilion, 
playground, new entryway, parking 
Completion: late 2017
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STEVENSON PARK 
Cost: $362,000 
Improvements: expanded splash pad, 
pavilion, bridge to Old City Park 
Completion: early 2017

STEVEN SCHULTZ SPORTS PARK 
Cost: TBA 
Improvements: youth softball fields 
Completion: TBA

LANCE CORPORAL WESLEY J. 
CANNING SPORTS PARK 
Cost: TBA 
Features: lacrosse, football and soccer 
fields 
Completion: TBA
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development between 2017-21.
“Parks are vital in tying all the 

community together,” said Thomas 
Goodwin, a longtime member of the 
parks board, which is a subcommittee 
of Keep Friendswood Beautiful. “And 
it’s vital for ecotourism, bringing busi-
ness to our community.”

The most recent addition to the 
parks system is the 40-acre Lake 
Friendswood.

The city has also upgraded existing 
parks—Centennial, Stevenson, 1776 and 
Renwick— over the past two years and 
acquired land for future development. 

“I’ve been told that our parks system 
is one of the reasons why they moved 
[their families] to Friendswood,” said 
James Toney, director of parks and rec-
reation in Friendswood.

The parks department will work 
with Keep Friendswood Beautiful to 
create an updated 2020 parks master 
plan. The department is reviewing its 
plan and will send out surveys and 
hold townhalls in the next two years.

The city will also create a plan to pro-
vide citywide trail connectivity  between 
parks along its system of creeks.

“Within each one of those goals has 
been the need and the desire for the 
parks board staff and the citizens to be 
able to tie all those parks together in 
the trail format,” Goodwin said.

Find updates about new parks and trails   
at communityimpact.com.
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