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More public safety staff, facilities in works

Police, fire departments 
preparing for city growth

BY MARTHE RENNELS

With a population that is expected to grow by more 
than 10,000 people by 2020 and 33,000 acres of land in 
the northwest sector prime for development, McKinney 
officials are tasked with looking to the future in many 
areas, and public safety remains high on their priority 
list.

The city of McKinney is 67.6 square miles and has a 
current population of nearly 170,000 people—a number 
expected to grow to 180,300 by 2020, 230,000 by 2030 
and up to 284,000 by 2040. 

For McKinney’s police and fire departments, increasing 
development means a demand for more services, more 
stations and more employees.

“The biggest challenge we are facing and will continue 
to face is budgets, staffing and continuing to provide the 
same levels of service as the community continues to 
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BY MARTHE RENNELS

Rising tuition costs at public universities across the 
state are causing some high school seniors to rethink 
their college plans.

For McKinney ISD students, these rising costs are mak-
ing an impact on how students are planning to achieve a 
higher education, according to MISD officials.

“The cost of a college education is considerably out-
pacing inflation, making it very difficult for an average 
high school student to afford,” said Tammi Saffell, a col-
lege adviser at MISD. “There are many scholarship oppor-
tunities available for students in the top of their class, but 
as a student’s grade point average and class rank lowers, 
scholarship options start to decrease.”

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 

The McKinney Fire Department serves the entire city of McKin-
ney, its ETJ and parts of unincorporated Collin County.
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Since state tuition was deregulated 
in 2003, total university tuition has 
risen sharply in the past 14 years.

Higher     education
cost of

^
2016  tuition

2005 tuition

Rising tuition cost per semester

Counselors: Community colleges along 
with dual-credit courses help curb costs

Students adapt to rising college tuition

average cost of tuition 
and fees nationally 
$28,639 per year

average amount of 
debt at graduation in 
Texas  was $27,324

EDUCATION FOCUS 
2017EDUCATIONHIGHER

SOURCES: COLLIN COLLEGE, UTD, UNT, SMU/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

$506
Collin College

$306

University of Texas at Dallas
$5,598

$3,416

University of North Texas
$5,064

$2,361

Southern Methodist University

$26,249
$18,245
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When he hurts, 
BEVERLY CHOOSES

When it’s an emergency, there’s only one name to trust to provide the compassionate treatment  
and quality care you deserve. The board-certified physicians and expert emergency care team  

at Medical City McKinney, part of Medical City Healthcare, are dedicated to getting you  
from assessment to treatment and back to life faster.

To find an ER near you visit MedicalCityER.com
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Send 
it to mck@communityimpact.com.

Tabatha Sullivan
GENERAL MANAGER

tsullivan@communityimpact.com

Marthe Rennels
EDITOR
mrennels@communityimpact.com

Helping guide your teenager in choos-
ing the right college or university is one 
of the most important decisions a parent 
will help influence.

You want the school to fit his or her 
academic and social needs and provide 
the support and education that will make 
those years memorable and beneficial.

Picking the school and navigating the 
process can be tricky. That’s why in this 
month’s Higher Education Guide (see 
Page 12), we are writing about a variety 
of topics to help make the process and 
decision easier.

As you likely saw on the front page, 

we have dug deep on the cost for college 
in Texas, examining ways the state is 
looking to curb the rise in tuition. Inside 
our guide you’ll find a listing of colleges 
in the area that you and your student may 
be considering, and we also contacted 
McKinney ISD to see the  most common 
college choices of recent graduates. 

We hope this coverage provides you 
a picture on how much college is going 
to cost, how to make it more financially 
manageable and what programs are 
available.

Good luck in helping select the perfect 
school for your student!  

Good question. In short, Cassidy Ritter will be your 
new source for all things McKinney beginning in 
our June issue when she replaces me as editor and I 
embark on a new journey. 

I could not have chosen a better replacement. She 
is smart, hard-working and dedicated to her craft, and 
you guys will love her. 

Cassidy has been serving as our senior Plano 
reporter since August and will take good care of the 
paper as McKinney continues to grow. I’ll still be here 
as a contributing writer, so don’t cry in your cereal too 
much.  

I launched this paper in April 2015 and have loved 
each issue, resident email and Facebook comment as 
well as the bond elections, City Council meetings and 
multimillion-dollar stadium headlines in between. 

I want to say thank you for your continued reader-
ship and support and remind you that no matter who 
is at the helm, Community Impact Newspaper will 
bring you hyperlocal, useful information each and 
every month. 
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IMPACTS

Pilates offers an array of Pilates classes 
with state-of-the-art equipment and tools, 
including the chair, springboard and barre.  
972-838-5558. www.clubpilates.com

5  Custer Medical Park, 6351 S. Custer 
Road, McKinney, will break ground this 
summer and open in summer 2018. The 
1.72 acres of land at the northeast corner 
of Custer Road and Tour Drive is being de-
veloped for 19,000 square feet of  medical 
and general office use. Property owners are 
currently preleasing. 214-552-1504.

6  E.J. Wills, located at the southeast 
corner of US 380 and Stonebirdge Drive in 
McKinney, will be a locally owned and -op-
erated restaurant and pub that will use lo-
cally sourced and fresh ingredients. Menu 
items will include burgers and sandwiches, 
brunch items, soups and salads, and a vari-
ety of beer and wine. The restaurant broke 
ground this winter and will open in the fall. 
972-905-5801.  
www.ejwillsgastropub.com

7  Craig Ranch Resort & Conference 
Center will be located on an 8-acre site at 
the corner of Collin McKinney Parkway and 
Weiskopf Avenue in McKinney within the 
2,200-acre Craig Ranch master-planned 
development. The property will feature 
285 well-appointed rooms and suites and 
33,000 square feet of flexible, state-of-the-
art meeting space. Plans call for the resort 
to be branded under the Marriott Auto-
graph Collection, known for its design and 
sense of place, with a scheduled opening in 
the fourth quarter of 2019.

RELOCATIONS

8  Happiness is Quilting relocated from 
217 N. Kentucky St., McKinney, on April 29 
to 153 S. Central Expressway, McKinney, 
and will reopen at its new location May 
5. Happiness is Quilting is a full-service 
quilt store offering quality fabric, notions, 
books, kits, patterns, classes and friendly 
customer service. 972-542-8839.  
www.happinessisquilting.com

NOW OPEN

1  Whataburger, 4970 W. University 
Drive, McKinney, opened April 4. The 
restaurant features state-of-the-art kitchen 
equipment, double drive-thru lanes and 
an upgraded dining room. Whataburger 
serves a variety of hamburgers, shakes, 
french fries and chicken strips. 
www.whataburger.com

COMING SOON

2  Exit Plan, 218 E. Louisiana St., Ste. 
500, McKinney, will open this summer. Exit 
Plan will be an escape room that will allow 
patrons to work as a team to decipher puz-
zles, crack codes and unlock the solution to 
escape the room. Teams will have one hour 
to complete the challenge. 469-919-2183. 
www.exitplantx.com

 3  Bank of the Ozarks, 6551 S. Custer 
Road, McKinney, will open this summer. 
The bank offers both personal and business 
banking with 257 locations throughout 
Arkansas, Georgia, Florida, Texas, North 
Carolina, Alabama, South Carolina,  
New York and California. 800-274-4482.  
www.bankozarks.com

4  Club Pilates, 9245 Virginia Parkway, 
Ste. 200, McKinney, will open May 27. Club 

 COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS
News or questions about McKinney? 

Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding
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Staging & Professional Photography
State of the Art Marketing
Lifestyle Location Services

New Home Builders Assistance

Ask about my sell & buy program
 Rafaella Smith – REALTOR® | 972.529.6100 | www.CainePremierProperties.com

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  C A I N E  D I F F E R E N C E
with personalized, detailed service catered to meet your needs
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THE COMEDY ARENA —  NOW OPEN

ComedySportz Dallas opened The Comedy Arena, 305 E. Virginia St., Ste. 104, McK-
inney, on April 28. ComedySportz is an improv comedy troupe specializing in short-
form, head-to-head comedic shows. The Comedy Arena will feature ComedySportz as 
its resident improv comedy troupe while also serving as an entertainment venue for 
other comedy productions, standup comedians and comedy showcases.  
214-769-0645. www.comedysportzdallas.com

ANNIVERSARIES

9  Texas Monkey Business, 301 E. 
Louisiana St., McKinney, celebrated its first 
anniversary March 26. The store carries a 
full line of NFL, NBA, MLB, MLS and college 
sports merchandise. The store also sells 
merchandise from “Star Wars,” “Doctor 
Who,” Marvel, Batman, Superman and 
other superheroes. 469-867-8577

10  Tillett Realty & Associates, 2150 S. 
Central Expressway, McKinney, celebrat-
ed its first anniversary March 1. Tillett 
Realty & Associates is a local and inde-
pendently owned brokerage company 
that represents buyers and sellers within 
the city of McKinney and surrounding ar-
eas. The company provides a range of real 
estate services and specializes in luxury 
homes, traditional residential sales and 
new builds. 903-819-1078.  
www.tillettrealty.com 

11  Heritage Learning Center, 200 
North Jordan Road, McKinney, will 
celebrate its 30th anniversary May 11.  
Heritage is a McKinney family-owned and 
-operated child care facility. 972-548-2757. 
www.hlc.info 

EXPANSIONS

12  Stonebridge Ranch Country 
Club, 5901 Glen Oaks Drive, McKin-
ney, is expanding. The club is adding a 

5,000-square-foot fitness center with 
state-of-the-art equipment and group 
exercise rooms, new locker rooms, an ex-
panded patio with fire feature, an upgraded 
resort-style pool with cabanas, a splash 
pad and mini golf, and a new pro shop. 
The renovations are underway and will be 
completed this year. 972-529-5993. www.
clubcorp.com/clubs/stonebridge-ranch-
country-club

RENOVATIONS

13  The Target located at 2025 N. Central 
Expressway, McKinney, is currently being 
remodeled and is expected to be complete 
sometime in June. The Target located at 
8900 SH 121, McKinney, is also expected 
to be remodeled sometime in October. 
On April 25, Target announced its plans 
to invest $220 million to renovate 28 
stores in North Texas. Renovations include 
enhanced merchandise presentations, re-
modeling the grocery department, adding 
more self-checkout lanes, update order 
pickup and guest service counter and add 
modern design elements, including LED 
lighting, new paint, new floors and fixtures. 

469-525-4974. www.target.comL

CLOSINGS

14  Munzee Marketplace, 111 E. Virginia 
St., McKinney, closed March 11.

972.335.PEAK (7325)
6201 Technology Drive, #115

Frisco, TX 75033

CALL US FOR A FREE INSPECTION

$500 
OFF

Roof replacement

$125 
OFF

Roof repair
Min. $500 repair or $5,500 replacement. Mention 
Community Impact to redeem. Roof replacement 

offer is based on roof size. Expires 6/4/17.

Residential Roofing • Commercial Roofing • Emergency Roof Repair

www.peakroofingsystems.com

Was your property damaged during  
the March or April hail storms?  

We are here to help!

• Gutters
• Windows
• Painting

• Fence Staining 
• Screens
• Roof

Prices and availability subject 
to change without notice.

Celebrating 28 years in Texas!

Built Around You

Auburn Hills n Trinity Falls

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 year Structural Warranty

New homes from the $310s
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 COMPILED BY  MARTHE RENNELSLOCAL EVENTS

MAY 20

The Heard offers Date 
Night for parents
 The event is for guests age 21 and 
older. Child care is available, but spots 
are limited and only available for event 
participants for ages 5-12. 6-9 p.m. $15. 
Heard Museum, 1 Nature Place.   
972-562-5566. www.heardmuseum.org/
datenight

COURTESY HEARD MUSEUM OF NATURE AND SCIENCE

MAY 27

Memorial Day event to be 
held at Veterans Memorial
Join the McKinney Armed Services 
Memorial Board for a Memorial Day cer-
emony, during which a Gold Star Family 
will lay two wreaths at the base of the 
memorial wall. 10-11 a.m. Free. Veterans 
Memorial Park, 6053 Weiskopf Ave.  
www.mckinneytexas.org

COURTESY CITY OF MCKINNEY

MAY 26

Bikes take over downtown
Event spectators of all ages are invited to 
this year’s free event in downtown McK-
inney. This year 500 cyclists participate 
in the event, and thousands of specta-
tors can experience event amenities. 
2:30 p.m. (warmup), 3 p.m. (event). Free. 
Downtown McKinney. 
www.bikethebricks.com

COURTESY BIKE THE BRICKS

To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, business openings, 
meetings and more in the month of May

Find more or submit events at communityimpact.com/mck-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

MAY 28

Smiles Charity concert to 
feature Andy Grammer
The headliner for the 10th anniversary 
of the Smiles Charity concert and family 
festival is Andy Grammer. All net pro-
ceeds go toward helping families own 
a home. 5-10:30 p.m. Adriatica Village, 
6595 Virginia Parkway. 972-542-4412. 
www.smilescharity.org

COURTESY SMILES CHARITY

PERFORMING ARTS
MCKINNEY PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTER 

111 N. Tennessee St.
 972-547-2650

May
6 Odysseus North Texas Chamber 
Orchestra: Beethoven Symphony No. 5
13 MRT Presents: “Don’t Dress for Dinner”
15 “Snapshot” photo exhibit

COMING UP

May 19 | Hoopin’ with the Blue
www.mckinneytexas.org

June 10 | McKinney Mounted Patrol 
Benefit 5K/10K
www.mckinneymps.org

June 11 | Second Saturday Art Show
www.tuppsbrewery.com

July 4 | Red, White and Boom! 
www.mckinneytexas.org

See a list of full events at communityimpact.com/mckinney.

From summer camp to team sports to fun at the waterpark, you’ll have  
peace-of-mind while your kids have a fabulous time. 
Allen | Frisco | McKinney | West Plano | 469.312.5225  | collegenannies.com

Your children deserve a great summer. We can help.

In honor
and celebration

of Mother’s Day.

FROM THE SMALLEST ACTS OF 
KINDNESS TO A LIFETIME FILLED 
WITH LOVE, WE ARE ENDLESSLY 

GRATEFUL FOR THE WOMEN WHO 
NURTURE AND INSPIRE US—TODAY 
AND EVERY DAY. HAPPY MOTHER’S 
DAY FROM YOUR LOCAL DIGNITY 

MEMORIAL® PROFESSIONALS.214-705-1789  

STONEBRIAR FUNERAL HOME  
AND CREMATION SERVICES
10375 Preston Rd.  Frisco, TX

WWW.PREPAIDFUNERALS.TEXAS.GOV
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TRANSPORTATION

Lake Forest Drive expansion

The city is widening Lake Forest Drive from 
two lanes to four lanes from Wilmeth Road 
to Bloomdale Road. A portion of Bloomdale 
east of the intersection of Bloomdale and 
Lake Forest will also be reconstructed. 

City staff said construction has begun on 
striping and signing. Crews aim to be sub-
stantially complete with the project in the 
early part of May.

Timeline: September-May

Cost: $3.7 million

Funding source: city of McKinney

 

Virginia Parkway widening

The city of McKinney began construction 
Feb. 20 on the Virginia Parkway Lanes 5 & 
6 widening project. The project will add an 
additional lane in each direction from just 
east of Ridge Road to US 75. 

New traffic signals will be installed at Vir-
ginia’s intersections with Crutcher Crossing 
and Mallard Lakes Drive. In areas where the 
contractor is working, one lane of traffic 
may be closed between 9 a.m. and  
4 p.m. on weekdays, and delays are  
expected. Construction began on the west 
end of the project between Ridge and 
Bellegrove Drive.  

In mid-April, crews started clearing vege-
tation and sawcutting concrete in prepa-
ration for removal. They will soon begin 
installing lighting conduit.

Timeline: February 2017-December 2018

Cost: $1.5 million

Funding source: city of McKinney

All information on this page was updated as of 4/15/17. News or questions about these or other local 
transportation projects? Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.

COMPILED BY KRISTA WADSWORTH AND  
MARTHE RENNELS 

ONGOING PROJECTS
Project description Estimated timeline

1 The rehabilitation of White Avenue from US 75 to Graves Street 
will be started immediately after the work on Roberts Street is 
complete in May.

May-July
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HOW IT WORKS

How does TxDOT 
prioritize construction?
Although the Texas Department of 
Transportation funds construction 
for highways and other major 
thoroughfares in the state, TxDOT does 
not directly prioritize projects.

Rather, the agency allows local 
jurisdictions to identify their individual 
needs and prioritize accordingly. 

Texas has 25 local authorities called 
metropolitan planning organizations, or 
MPOs, which are voluntary associations 
of local governments—including 
cities, special districts and counties—
as well as community leaders that 
create transportation policy, forecast 
mobility needs, administer regional 
transportation planning, and channel 
state and federal funding for local and 
regional projects.

MPOs identify need-based projects 
by scoring them on a variety of 
factors, including safety, mobility, 
environmental quality, economic 
development, and asset management 
and operations.

Once a project is scored, the MPO 
determines the funding sources and 
shovel-readiness of a project; TxDOT 
has 12 funding categories for specific 
projects and activities. 

If the need, funding and readiness of 
a project are aligned—which can take 
several years—and it is approved by the 
MPO, then projects are added to the 
Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program, which is a four-year plan with 
dedicated funding, or TxDOT’s 10-year 
Unified Transportation Program. 

Long-term projects may be added to an 
MPO’s 20- to 25-year plan.
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CITY & COUNTY

TxDOT to hold meeting 
on FM 2478 expansion

McKinney Urban Transit District votes to reinstate 
public transportation, selects DCTA as its provider

MCKINNEY  The Texas Department 
of Transportation will hold a public 
hearing at 6 p.m. May 30 to provide 
information on a proposed widening 
of FM 2478, also known as Custer 
Road. The meeting will be held at 
Lighthouse Christian Fellowship, 4331 
E. Prosper Trail in Prosper. 

TxDOT officials said the goal of the 
meeting is to gain public input on the 
proposed project, which includes the 
reconstruction and widening of  
FM 2478 from US 380 to north of  
FM 1461. 

MCKINNEY   The McKinney Urban 
Transit District board voted on pol-
icies to re-establish limited public 
transportation services in the McKin-
ney Urbanized Area during its April 5 
board meeting. 

On April 25, the city of McKin-
ney announced the MUTD selected 
the Denton County Transportation 
Authority as its service provider. 

Upon completion of the contract, 
DCTA will manage the program of 
public transportation services that 
has a current budget of $350,000 per 
year—with taxi service beginning 
as early as June 1—and demand-re-
sponse paratransit service starting 
shortly afterward.

The MUTD board currently 
includes all members of McKinney 
City Council and representatives from 
Celina, Lowry Crossing, Melissa and 
Princeton.

 The board is hoping to establish 
service within the next 90 days. 

City staff said the data gathered 

from the taxi voucher program will 
allow the board to better determine 
the level of demand for public trans-
portation services within the McKin-
ney Urbanized Area. 

Taxi services under a voucher 
program allow qualified recipients to 
determine their own schedule rather 
than having to wait on a fixed-route 
service.  

Eligible users can purchase a taxi 
voucher for 25 percent of the vouch-
er’s value with a limit of $400 per 
month per user. For example, a user 
can purchase a $400 voucher for 
$100, or he or she can purchase a 
$100 voucher for $25.

The policies established by the 
board will provide limited public 
transit services for seniors age 65 and 
older and individuals with disabili-
ties as defined by the MUTD. 

The board also directed McKinney 
city staff to amend this policy to 
potentially include consideration for 
citizens in hardship situations.

E. 1ST ST.

380

1461

2478

123

N

News from McKinney and Collin County COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

CITY COUNCIL   On April 18, McKinney 

City Council passed an ordinance 

allowing a food establishment with 

an outdoor patio under its exclusive 

ownership and control to allow dogs to 

be present in the outdoor patio area if 

the establishment obtains a variance 

from the city waiving the prohibition 

against dogs on the premises of the food 

establishment. 

MEETINGS

Collin County Commissioners Court 
Meets at 1:30 p.m.  May 1, 8, 15, 22 
www.collincountytx.gov

McKinney City Council  
Meets at 6 p.m. May 2, 16 
www.mckinneytexas.org

McKinney ISD board of trustees 
Meets at 7 p.m. May 23 
www.mckinneyisd.net

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_MCK
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Buying local is worth every cent.  
Every time you shop and dine in McKinney,  
sales tax revenue stays in our community to support 
quality of life projects like The Courts at Gabe Nesbit 
Community Park tennis court expansion.

Each small purchase makes 
a big difference

McKinneyCDC.org
McKinney Community Development Corporation

Newest Senior Living Community

Now Open
in McKinney

www.emeraldcottages.com

Move-In Special!   
Membership to Apex Center Included With Lease

2551 Alma Road, McKinney | P: (972) 757-7028 

Located next to The Stonefield Assisted Living &  
Memory Care Community

Hurry in to experience  
McKinney’s Premier  
Residential-Style Senior  
Living Community!

Only a few cottages left!
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REP. JEFF LEACH: DISTRICT 67

R-Plano • Elected: 2012
jeff.leach@house.state.tx.us

Latest news (April 26)
• Leach passed an amendment to the 

House’s draft of the budget that sends 
funds to the marketing budget for the 
Healthy Texas Women Program.

SEN. VAN TAYLOR: DISTRICT 8

R-Plano • Elected: 2015 
van.taylor@senate.state.tx.us

Latest news (April 26)
• Taylor’s SB 138 exempts military and 

others from training at a gun range 
to obtain a firearm. The bill passed 
committees in the House and Senate.

AT THE CAPITOL Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature COMPILED BY EMILY DONALDSON 

REP. SCOTT SANFORD:  
DISTRICT 70
R-McKinney • Elected: 2012
scott.sanford@house.state.tx.us

Latest news (March 22)
• Sanford was one of 16 House 

members who voted against Senate 
Bill 1, the Senate’s draft of the 
budget. Ultimately the bill passed.

REP. JODIE LAUBENBERG:  
DISTRICT 89

R-Parker • Elected: 2003
jodie.laubenberg@house.state.tx.us

Latest news (April 26)
• Laubenberg heard debate on 

bills that would change the way 
voter identification works in Texas 
elections. 

REP. JUSTIN HOLLAND:  
DISTRICT 33

R-Rockwall • Elected: 2016
justin.holland@house.state.tx.us

Latest news (April 26)
• Holland presented HB 2997 to 

eliminate Domain IV for grades 3-8 
from the current A-F rating system. 

NEWS AND NOTES 
FROM THE CAPITOL
Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have 
established a partnership to share essential updates during the 
85th legislative session. The Texas Tribune is the only member-
supported, digitally focused, nonpartisan news organization 
that informs and engages with Texans about public policy, 
politics, government and statewide issues.

COMPILED BY AYAN MITTRA

Budget update

• The Texas House endorsed its version of the state budget 
April 7. The House vote included using $2.5 billion from 
the state’s savings account, commonly known as the Rainy 
Day Fund. On March 28, the state Senate approved its own 
budget plan. Representatives from both chambers are 
meeting to work out the differences in the plans. 

Public education

• On April 19, the House passed House Bill 21, its leading 
school finance bill, which would inject an extra $1.6 
billion into the state public education system. The Senate 
Education Committee on April 18 discussed a bill that 
would radically simplify the state’s school finance formula. 
On April 25, the House Public Education Committee 
heard a bill that would pare back the number of required 
standardized tests. On April 26, the Senate passed 
legislation requiring three-point seat belts be installed on 
newly purchased school buses across the state. 

“Sanctuary” jurisdictions

• After 16 hours of emotional debate, the Texas House on 
April 27 approved its own version of Senate Bill 4, which 
would outlaw “sanctuary” jurisdictions in Texas. The state 
Senate passed its version of the bill in February. Both 
measures would punish certain local law enforcement 
officials for failing to cooperate with federal authorities 
and honor requests from immigration agents to hold non-
citizen inmates subject to removal. 

Ride-hailing services

• The Texas House on April 19 backed a proposal that 
would override local regulations concerning ride-hailing 
companies like Uber and Lyft.

The “bathroom bill”

• A Texas House committee heard testimony April 20 on a 
bill that would ban municipalities and school districts from 
enacting or enforcing trans-inclusive bathroom policies. 
On March 15, the Texas Senate approved Senate Bill 6, 
which would require people to use the bathroom in public 
schools, government buildings and public universities that 
matches their “biological sex.” The legislation would also 
reverse local nondiscrimination ordinances. 

VISIT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/CAPITOL FOR MORE INFORMATION

UPDATES FROM YOUR LOCAL LEGISLATORS Here is an overview of activity from your area elected 
officials on various legislation so far this session.

FOLLOW LIVE COVERAGE ONLINE

For live coverage via our “Latest from the Lege” blog, visit  
communityimpact.com/capitol.

To follow live broadcasts of Texas House of Representatives 
proceedings, visit www.house.state.tx.us/video-audio.

To follow live broadcasts of Texas Senate proceedings, visit  
www.senate.texas.gov/av-live.php.

Follow reporter  
Emily Donaldson— 

@EmilyJDonaldson—on 
Twitter or search #CITxLege  
for live legislative coverage 

throughout the session.

QUOTE OF NOTE

“I THINK A BROAD-BASED LAW BY ... 

TEXAS THAT SAYS ... THE STATE IS GOING 

TO PREEMPT LOCAL REGULATIONS IS A 

SUPERIOR APPROACH.” 

—GOV. GREG ABBOTT ADDRESSING LOCAL CONTROL

FOLLOW US

1 The House budget would spend 
$42.1 billion on public schools and 

advocate for an additional $1.5 billion for 
public education through school finance 
reform. The Senate’s proposal also pays 
roughly $42 billion to public schools but 
would cut the state’s portion by $1.8 

billion.

2 The House reduces the current 
amount spent on border 

security—$800 million—to a proposed 
$653.1 million. The Senate matches the 
current expenditure with another budget 

line of $800 million.

3 The House looks for additional 
revenue in the state’s savings 

account, the Economic Stabilization Fund. 
In the House’s budget proposal, the state 
would take $2.5 billion from the Rainy Day 
Fund. The Senate’s budget draft doesn’t 
touch the state savings account, which 

has more than $10 billion currently.

things to know about the Senate and House budget proposals3

NUMBER TO KNOW

9,043  total bills filed as of April 
20. Among the 11,356 

bills filed in 2015, 6,083 were passed, and 44 
were vetoed. That is an increase from the 2013 
session during which 10,630 bills were filed, 
5,909 were passed and 28 were vetoed.
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Leading legislation
Senate Bill 18

This bill would eliminate 
a rule requiring public 
universities to use a portion 
of tuition revenue to fund 
scholarships for students 
with financial need. 

Leading legislation

Senate Bill 543

This bill would require 
schools to meet 
performance-based 
metrics before being 
raising tuition. Much of 
the language of this bill 
was integrated into SB 19, 
which passed out of the 
Senate on April 4. 

Senate Bill 19

This bill would freeze tuition 
for the 2018-19 and 2019-20 
academic years at the rate 
charged during 2016-17. 

A trio of bills filed by Sen. Kel 
Seliger, R-Amarillo, would 
affect both out-of-pocket 
costs for students and tuition 
revenue for universities. 

EDUCATION FOCUS 2017EDUCATIONHIGHER

estimates the average cost of tuition 
and fees for a full-time undergraduate 
student is $28,639 per year.

The impacts of these rising costs are 
reaching state lawmakers. Prioritized 
by Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, Senate Bills 18 
and 19 going through the Texas Legis-
lature aim to decrease tuition costs at 
public universities, which are rising an 
average of 6 percent per year, accord-
ing to the THECB.  

The effectiveness of such bills is up 
for debate even if passed, according to 
higher education officials, and paying 
for college is still a primary concern 
for graduating high school seniors 
and those already enrolled in college.

ANTICIPATING DEBT

Saffell said cost is a major factor for 
most students when deciding which 
college to attend. 

“Some students have family support 
to help cover the cost so that they don’t 
have to take out as many loans, but 
other students are paying for college by 
themselves,” she said. “I never advise 
my students to start their undergradu-
ate degree with taking out more than 
$20,000 per year in loans. They would 
graduate college with a mortgage pay-
ment without owning a home.”

Saffell said students have other 
options to make college more afford-
able, such as living at home, applying 
for grants and attending community 
college, but she said she still knows of 
some students who begin at a four-year 
college, use loans to pay for it and end 
up coming home after a year or two 
because of the cost.

According to the Institute for College 
Access and Success, in 2015 the aver-
age student loan debt at graduation in 
Texas was $27,324 for public universi-
ties. Saffell said most students at MISD 
are anticipating graduating college 
with some student loan debt. 

Students have to file financial aid 
forms as a dependent student until 
they are age 24 or meet independent 

status through other avenues, such as 
both parents being deceased, being in 
foster care after the age of 13, or having 
a child whom they support more than 
50 percent. 

“These are rare cases, so for students 
with families unable to help pay for 
college, it puts the cost of attending 
directly on the student even though 
the government is using the family’s 
financial status to determine what 
aid the student is eligible for,” Saffell 
said. “Students in this situation used 
to be able to work and pay for college 
if they didn’t qualify for merit-based 
scholarships. With the increasing cost 
of tuition, that is becoming less of an 
option.”

Despite decreases in state aid to col-
leges and rapid tuition growth over 
the years, Texas ranks seventh nation-
wide in higher education affordability, 
according to the 2016 College Afford-
ability Diagnosis from the Penn Grad-
uate School of Education. 

Raymund Paredes, higher education 
commissioner for the THECB, said one 
of the greatest challenges for colleges 
and families is finding enough fund-
ing to cover all students in need of tui-
tion relief. He said as grant money at 
the state and federal levels falls short, 
higher education officials will have to 
find solutions.

“We recognize that the current model 
of relying on either federal grant aid or 
state grant aid, primarily through the 
Texas grant program, will be very dif-
ficult to sustain in the future,” he said.

Saffell said MISD partners with the 
McKinney Education Foundation, 
which places college counselors, such 
as Saffell, at MISD campuses to help 
guide students through the process of 
selecting their higher education path. 

In 2016 the MEF awarded more than 
$410,000 in scholarships to MISD 
graduating seniors, with scholarships 
ranging from $500-$35,000. 

FINDING COST-SAVING ALTERNATIVES

As costs continue to rise, Saffell and 
other college advisers are encourag-
ing students to take more dual-credit 
courses.

MISD is one of many Collin County 
school districts that partners with Col-
lin College to offer dual-credit courses. 
According to Brenda Kihl, executive 
vice president at Collin College, dual-
credit course enrollment increased  
71 percent from 2012-16.

“Every course you take is about 
a $400 savings,” Kihl said. “Dual-
credit means that they are taking a 
college credit but they are also meet-
ing the high school requirements for 
that course. We have a large number 

of students who are graduating high 
school with 30 college credits—that’s a 
whole year of college.”

At McKinney North High School, 
for example, there are 103 students 
enrolled in dual-credit courses for the 
spring 2017 semester. Over the past 
three years, the number of students at 
MNHS enrolled in dual-credit courses 
increased from 60 to 103. 

Debra Fort, lead counselor at MNHS, 
said she anticipates the number to 
increase during the 2017-18 school year 
as well, adding that dual-credit com-
munity college courses are typically 
offered at a lower cost than what most 
universities charge. This year the cost 
increased to $125 for each three-hour 
course, she said.

“Taking dual-credit classes in high 
school can end up saving the student 
thousands of dollars in college,” Saffell 
said. “As long as the student plans on 
attending a college that will accept the 
course, it can save students time and 
money.”

In addition to dual-credit courses, 
Saffell said she encourages students 
to attend a community college prior 
to transferring to a university as a 
cost-saving measure. 

Collin College, with campuses in 
McKinney, Allen, Plano, Frisco and 
Rockwall, offers a semester of 12 credit 

 CONTINUED FROM 1

 

Dual-credit students
Counselors at McKinney ISD said there are 
more students opting to take dual-credit 
courses, which allow students to obtain 
both high school and college credits for the 
same class.

5,000

3,000

4,000

1,000

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16

2,000

0

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f s
tu

d
en

ts

School years

Total dual credit students 
at Collin College

Total dual credit students 
from McKinney ISD

SOURCES: TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
UNIVERSITIES, CENTER FOR PUBLIC POLICY PRIORITIES, MCKINNEY ISD, 
COLLIN COLLEGE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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hours for just over $500. In compar-
ison, a semester of 12 credit hours at 
The University of Texas is $5,055, and a 
similar semester at Southern Method-
ist University is $26,249.

“This is one semester, so if a student 
comes to Collin for two years, they can 
save $20,000 [compared with UT], 
which is basically a brand new car,” 
Kihl said. “That’s the biggest finan-
cial impact a community college can 
make.”

Kihl said Collin College credits 
transfer to Texas public universities. 
The college also has partnerships with 
major universities, including SMU, the 
University of North Texas, Texas Wom-
en’s University, Texas A&M Universi-
ty-Commerce, the University of Texas 
at Dallas and Texas Tech University.

The partnerships vary by univer-
sity, but most allow students to attend 
classes at the Collin Higher Education 
Center in McKinney while obtaining a 
bachelor’s, master’s or doctoral degree 
from one of the partner universities. 
Students pay the tuition rates for the 
colleges, but Kihl said the option 
allows students to stay at home longer, 
which can be a cost savings.

The partnership is not only offered 
to Collin College students—any stu-
dent registered for classes at the offer-
ing university can register for classes 
at the higher education center. As it 
stands now, only those degrees listed 
on the higher education center website 
are being offered through the partner-
ship, but more degrees may be added 
in the future, according to Collin Col-
lege officials.

ADDRESSING THE RISING COSTS

To address the rising cost of tuition 
at universities across the state, Sen. Kel 
Seliger, R-Amarillo, filed SB 18 and SB 
19 in January. SB 18 would eliminate 
a rule requiring public universities 
to use a portion of tuition revenue to 
fund scholarships for students with 
financial need, therefore potentially 

allowing colleges to use the funds in 
other areas. SB 19 would freeze tuition 
prices for students for two years. Nei-
ther bill would apply to community 
colleges.

Another bill, SB 543, also filed by 
Seliger, would require state schools 
to meet performance-based metrics 
before being allowed to raise tuition. 
Language from this bill has since been 
added to SB 19.

Since HB 3015 was passed by the 
78th Texas Legislature in 2003—allow-
ing public universities to vary tuition 
rates—tuition has risen at public uni-
versities from 2003-15 by as much as 
178 percent. Students paid a statewide 
average of $1,687 more per semester in 
2015 than they did in 2003, according 
to the THECB.

However, the universities attri-
bute such increases to a decrease in 
state funding per student, enrollment 
growth and an increase in costs. 

As of press time April 27, SB 18 and 
SB 19 had been passed by the Senate 
and were in the House under review. 

$4,400

$3,671
Average out-of-
pocket cost for 
tuition in 2016

25% of the average family 
income is needed to attend four-
year public university full-time. 

Out-of-pocket costs

is typically 
borrowed 
by students from 
lenders in Texas to 
help pay for tuition.

More than

per year

SOURCES: 2016 COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY 
DIAGNOSIS; MATTHEW FULLER, SAM 
HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

SOURCES: TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, UNIVERSITIES, 
CENTER FOR PUBLIC POLICY PRIORITIES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

State aid slipping?
State higher education funding has not historically kept up with 
enrollment growth.

2000

2015

State funding per full-
time student equivalent

Statewide 
higher education 
enrollment

-29% +48%519,188$5,521

$7,767 350,014

BAYLOR SCOTT & WHITE 
MEDICAL CENTER – MCKINNEY

Achieves Magnet ® 

Recognition

Magnet® is a registered trademark of the American Nurses Credentialing Center. Physicians 
provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s 
subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and do not provide clinical services as employees 
or agents of those medical centers, Baylor Health Care System, Scott & White Healthcare or Baylor 
Scott & White Health. Baylor Scott & White Health  (“BSWH”) complies with applicable civil 
rights laws and does not discriminate, exclude, or otherwise treat individuals differently on the 
basis of race, ethnicity, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, or any other protected characteristic under 
applicable law. ©2017 Baylor Scott & White Health. BSWMCMCK_109_2017_KCG 4/17.

What does Magnet® mean to you?

Achieving Magnet® Recognition is one of the highest 
honors any hospital can earn. � is means when you come 
to Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – McKinney, 
your care is being provided by a nursing sta�  that ranks in 
the top 7% in the country. 

� is commitment to patient care and satisfaction has 
been recognized with the coveted Magnet® designation by 
the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), the 
foremost authority on nursing practices in the country.

To learn about our 
advanced services, 
call 1.800.4BAYLOR 

or visit us online at 
BSWHealth.com/

McKinney

5252 W. University
McKinney, TX 75071
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Collin College-Allen Center

Tuition per semester: $506 (in-county), 

$998 (out-of-county), $1,718 (out-of-state) 
Enrollment: 531 
Test averages: must meet Texas Success 
Initiative Assessment requirements or 
qualify for waivers through the SAT, ACT or 
STAAR tests

300 Rivercrest Blvd., Allen 
972-377-1060 
www.collin.edu/campuses/allen

Collin College-Central Park

Tuition per semester: $506 (in-county), 

$998 (out-of-county), $1,718 (out-of-state) 
Enrollment: 4,973 
Test averages: must meet Texas Success 
Initiative Assessment requirements or 
qualify for waivers through the SAT, ACT or 
STAAR tests

2200 W. University Drive, McKinney 
972-548-6790 
www.collin.edu/campuses/centralpark

Collin College-Preston Ridge

Tuition per semester: $506 (in-county), 

$998 (out-of-county), $1,718 (out-of-state) 
Enrollment: 7,712 
Test averages: must meet Texas Success 
Initiative Assessment requirements or 
qualify for waivers through the SAT, ACT or 
STAAR tests

9700 Wade Blvd., Frisco 
972-377-1790 
www.collin.edu/campuses/prestonridge

Collin College-Spring Creek

Tuition per semester: $506 (in-county), 

$998 (out-of-county), $1,718 (out-of-state) 
Enrollment: 11,692 
Test averages: must meet Texas Success 
Initiative Assessment requirements or 
qualify for waivers through the SAT, ACT or 
STAAR tests

2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway, Plano
972-881-5790
www.collin.edu/campuses/springcreek

Amberton University 

Tuition per semester: $3,180
Enrollment: average 200-250 per session 

3880 Parkwood Blvd., Frisco
972-279-6511
www.amberton.edu

Dallas Baptist University-North

Tuition per semester: $10,152
Enrollment: 5,156 total students
Test averages: 472-656 SAT critical 
reading, 476-648 SAT math, 18-27 ACT 
composite

2805 N. Dallas Parkway, Ste. 450, Plano
214-333-5777
www.dbu.edu/north

University of North Texas New College 
at Frisco

Tuition per semester: $5,064.80** 

(in-state), $9,960.80** (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 180
Test averages: 490-600 SAT critical 
reading, 500-610 SAT math, 460-570 SAT 
writing, 6-8 SAT essay, 21-26 ACT compos-
ite, 20-26 ACT math, 20-25 ACT English, 
6-8 ACT writing

2811 Internet Blvd., Ste. 100, Frisco
972-668-7100
www.newcollege.unt.edu

University of Texas at Dallas

Tuition per semester: $5,596 (in-state), 

$14,404 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 25,000
Test averages: 1257 SAT, 28 ACT

800 W. Campbell Road, Richardson
972-883-2111
www.utdallas.edu

COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS   DESIGNED BY TESSA HOEFLE

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

COLLIN COUNTY

*Depends on degree or program **Tuition rates include fees

MOST COMMON 
COLLEGES ATTENDED 
BY MCKINNEY ISD STUDENTS

Collin College

Texas Tech University

University of Arkansas  
at Fayetteville

University of North Texas

Texas A&M University

University of Texas at Austin

Oklahoma State University

University of Oklahoma

University of Texas at Dallas

Stephen F. Austin State 
University

SOURCE: MCKINNEY ISD 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

EDUCATIONEDUCATIONHIGHER



McKinney edition • May 2017 13

FOCUS 2017

Demystifying college financial aid
For many, paying for college can be a challenge. However, there are many types of loans, 
grants and scholarships available to students on a college and federal level.

SOURCES: FASFA, FEDERAL STUDENT AID, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION 
STATISTICS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

INSIDE INFO

U.S. College costs have increased by nearly a third in the past decade. Below 
are the average costs for two- and four-year public and private institutions.

*COSTS  ARE LISTED IN CONSTANT DOLLARS, WHICH ARE BASED ON THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, PREPARED BY THE 
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTANT DOLLARS ARE ADJUSTED TO A SCHOOL-
YEAR BASIS TO BETTER COMPARE DOLLARS FROM ONE YEAR TO ANOTHER. COSTS INCLUDE UNDERGRADUATE 
TUITION, FEES, ROOM AND BOARD. 

2-year institution 4-year institution All 2- & 4-year 
institutions
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FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID

2017-18 FAFSA DEADLINES

There are college, state and federal deadlines for FAFSA, and all are at different 
times spanning two years. Students are encouraged to apply as early as 
possible to have the greatest chance of receiving a loan because they are 
awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.

Students must apply for a FAFSA before applying for any type of federal college 
financial aid. Many states and colleges also use FAFSA for determining aid.

College deadline:  
Varies according to college

State Deadline 
(public colleges): 

March 15, 2017

Federal Deadline: 
June 30, 2018

COMPILED BY CASSIDY RITTER

FA S T  T U I T I O N  FA C T S :

Between the 2004-05 school year 
and the 2014-15 school year, costs for 
undergraduate tuition, fees, room and 
board at public institutions increased:

 33% 26%
at public 

institutions
at private nonprofit 

institutions

HERE’S WHY WE’RE THE BEST!
• PLATINUM Certified Roof Installer with Owens Corning
• Professional/Full-Time Staff
• 10 Year Labor Warranties
• Insured/Certified/Highly Rated
• Accredited NTRCA Member
• Better Business Bureau A+ Rating
• Certified with GAF

WE OFFER:
• Commercial & Residential Roofs
• Emergency Leak Repairs
• Fencing/Patios
• Gutters
• Roof Replacement/Repair
• Remodeling/Renovation
• Skylights/Chimney Caps

As a TRIUMPHant 
organization, we are 
a fun family built on 

integrity with a purpose 
to serve with compassion.

811 E. Plano Pkwy, Ste 110A
Plano, TX 75074

972-332-1766
TRIUMPHROOFING.NET
INFO@TRIUMPHROOFING.NET

Free $750  
upgrade

when you mention this ad!
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1681 N. Central Expressway #400 • Near Hwy 380 
(Independent doctor of optometry next door) 

Weekdays 9:30am - 6:30pm, Sat. 9:00am - 5:00pm

2ND PAIR 
GET 40%
OFF YOUR

When You Use Insurance  
to Buy Your First Pair*

We accept a wide range of insurance
Accepting VSP, EyeMed, Aetna, Avesis, Davis Vision, Humana, Cigna,  
Superior Vision Insurance, Spectra, United Healthcare Vision, Optum

*Offer not valid on previous purchases and cannot be combined with 
any other offer, discount, or coupon. Not valid with insurance and other 

restrictions may apply. See store for details.

• Residential & commercial
• Fully insured 
• A+ BBB rating
• Voted Best Roofing Company  
   3 years running
• Warranty provided
• Serving the metroplex for 30  
   Years!

w w w. a m e r i t e x r o o f i n g . n e t

972.569.9719
517 N. Tennessee 

McKinney, TX 75069

AmeriTex
Roofing

FREE
INSPECTION &  

ESTIMATE

on a NEW roof
Mention this ad for discount

SAVE UP TO

$500
AMERITEX

ROO FI NG

Since Trusted1986
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Bills filed could allow Collin College to 
offer baccalaureate degree in nursing
BY NICOLE LUNA

Collin College is closer to securing 
authorization to offer a bachelor’s 
degree program for nursing students.

During the current session of the 
Texas Legislature, Sen. Van Taylor, 
R-Plano, and Rep. Jodie Laubenberg, 
R-Parker, filed Senate Bill 1328 and 
House Bill 2251. Either, if passed, 
would allow Collin College the ability 
to offer a Bachelor of Science degree 
in nursing.

Both bills have been referred to the 
higher education committee in the 
Senate and the House and are waiting 
for a hearing, Taylor said.

“This is something that the commu-
nity really wants, and it makes a lot of 
sense for Texas,” Taylor said.

In 2003, a similar bill passed that 
allowed three community colleges to 
offer baccalaureate degrees. 

In 2015, Gov. Greg Abbott signed 

HB 3348, which established a pilot 
program to test a bachelor’s degree in 
dental hygiene at Tyler Junior College. 

That program is expected to expire 
in 2019.

COLLIN COUNTY DEMAND

Collin College President Neil Matkin 
said pursuing this degree program has 
been a high priority for the college, 
and being able to offer a four-year 
degree will help meet a great demand 
in the area.

Brenda Kihl, Collin College execu-
tive vice president, said more hos-
pitals are requiring nurses to have a 
baccalaureate degree to achieve Mag-
net status, one of the highest levels of 
recognition a hospital can receive.

“The real goal is to help the hospi-
tals and the doctors’ offices [in Collin 
County] have a larger number of bac-
calaureate degree nurses,” Kihl said. 

“Currently, there is not an institution 
in Collin County that’s able to degree 
nurses at the baccalaureate level.”

Collin College Dean of Nursing 
Donna Hatch said if Collin College 
could offer the baccalaureate degree, 
it would be cost-effective for many 
nursing students. 

She said 90 percent of nursing 
students transfer to other universities, 
often outside of the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area, to receive a bachelor’s degree. 
This can lead to significant student 
loan debt, she said. 

“To be able to offer a baccalaureate 
program that’s feasible for students 
here for under $10,000 would just be 
incredible for our community,” Hatch 
said.

Collin College recently received its 
second designation as a Center  
of Excellence in Nursing Education  
from the National League for  
Nursing. Last year the college opened 
its 125,000-square-foot health science 
building in McKinney, which has 
classrooms and lab facilities with 
state-of-the-art equipment.

A NEED FOR 
NURSES

SOURCES: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE HEALTH SERVICES/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Collin College has been pursuing a four-
year degree program in nursing to help 
meet the demand for nurses in the area. 
The nursing demand can be attributed 
to an increasing number of hospitals 
requiring nurses to have a bachelor’s 
degree and a growing population. 

NURSING WORKFORCE

*As of 
September 
2016

4,551
registered nurses in 

Denton County*

8,233
registered nurses in 

Collin County*

=

=

More than

nurses per

people

100,000
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More than
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100,000
500
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Now  Open!Now  Open!Now  Open!Now  Open!Now  Open!
2730 S. CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY  MCKINNEY, TX 75070

FOR MORE INFO, EMAIL US AT INFO@HENDERSONKITCHENTAP.COM
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WWW.HENDERSONKITCHENTAP.COM

Kitchen open late!
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HERE’S WHY WE’RE THE BEST!
• PLATINUM Certified Roof Installer with Owens Corning
• Professional/Full-Time Staff
• 10 Year Labor Warranties
• Insured/Certified/Highly Rated
• Accredited NTRCA Member
• Better Business Bureau A+ Rating
• Certified with GAF

WE OFFER:
• Commercial & Residential Roofs
• Emergency Leak Repairs
• Fencing/Patios
• Gutters
• Roof Replacement/Repair
• Remodeling/Renovation
• Skylights/Chimney Caps

As a TRIUMPHant 
organization, we are 
a fun family built on 

integrity with a purpose 
to serve with compassion.

811 E. Plano Pkwy, Ste 110A
Plano, TX 75074

972-332-1766
TRIUMPHROOFING.NET
INFO@TRIUMPHROOFING.NET

Free $750  
upgrade

when you mention this ad!

Cassandra Wilson, 
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Better Hearing Keeps You Connected

Liz Brassine, Owner
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Sta� ed by 2 Licensed Doctors of Audiology

972.838.1300 | www.hearinmckinney.com  | 4201 Medical Center Drive, Suite 270

• Hearing evaluations 
for all ages

• Hearing aid fi ttings, 
maintenance & repairs

• Invisible fi ttings

• Wireless and 
connectivity solutions

• Evaluation period on 
all hearing aids

• Custom ear / swim 
protection

• Locally owned and 
operated
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W   hen Katie Scott left her job teaching special 
education, she traded her classroom for a 

vintage store.
As one strolls through the historic downtown 

square in McKinney, the sounds of vinyl records 
coming from Scott’s brainchild, Miss Henny Penny’s 
Groovy Coop, can be heard.

“When I was a schoolteacher, I had a vintage 
business on the side,” she said. “I would go to estate 
sales and search for unique items. During this time, 
I was looking for a spot to open a business, and it 
just magically all came together and blossomed into 
the Groovy Coop.”

The retro-inspired store aims to embrace individ-
uality and artistry by providing eclectic goods from 
yesterday and today. Although Scott said she was 
not looking for a space with a lot of square footage, 
she embraced the site that “fell in her lap.”

“I had only ever done vintage, but I had so much 
space; I needed to do more,” she said. “I had never 
looked into the retail business but decided I could 
just pick out things that I think are funny or interest-
ing, and I’ve stuck with that.”

Scott said she has always been a fan of retro goods.
“My whole life I’ve liked old items,” she said. “My 

parents had this great furniture in the ’80s, and I 

cried when they got rid of it.”
When searching for new items for the store, she 

said she sticks with what she has known her whole 
life—estate sales.

“I tend to be drawn to things from the ’50s, ’60s 
and ’70s because of the stylings,” Scott said. “I’m 
also drawn to unique things, and I love the old avo-
cado green and orange.”

Scott said it was easy to set up her storefront, 
drawing on her family for inspiration.

“When you walk in the shop, the vintage side 
is basically my grandma’s house,” she said. “It all 
reminds me of being there, and it has a nice, warm 
fuzzy feeling.”

The vintage area is like stepping back in time 
with wall-to-wall afghans, needlepoint, glassware, 
figurines and retro toys arranged around vintage 
furniture, Scott said.

Although the store has a variety of goods, a 
prominent selection comes from the record col-
lection, which includes many famous recording 
artists.

“I have always been a collector, and it has mor-
phed into its own business,” Scott said. “We see a 
lot of repeat business because they are constantly 
building their collection. People bond over music.”

BY JEAN ANN COLLINS

1: Among the vintage goods is an array of records.  
2: Owner Katie Scott aims to fill her store with unique, 
vintage items. 3: In addition to records, the store sells a 
variety of clothing items. 

The Groovy Coop

109 S. Tennessee St., 
McKinney

469-617-3820

Hours: Sun.-Mon. 
noon-5 p.m., Tue.-Thu. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Fri.-
Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Miss Henny Penny’s Groovy Coop
Former teacher intends to bring fresh take on vintage goods
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Hard Workers 
Ready To Work

TODAY!

No job too big 
or too small

Serving 
McKinney for
over 30 Years!

Secretarial • Industrial  • Clerical
Custodial • Accounting • Construction 

Warehouse • Manufacturing • Assembly Work

500 W. University Dr, Suite 104, McKinney
972.542.5586 • TempsOfMckinney.com

Temps of McKinney
SERV ICE

Hard Workers Ready To Work 
TODAY!

No job too big or too small
Serving McKinney for 

over 30 years!

500 W. University Dr., Suite 104, McKinney
92-542-5586 • TempsOfMcKinney.com

Secretarial • Industrial • Clerical 
Custodial • Accounting 

Contstruction • Warehouse 
Manufacturing • Assembly Work

22NDANNUAL KILLIS MELTON’S

Sunday, June 25 • 11am - 3pm
Games • Ice Cream Competition and Tasting  • Petting Zoo • Music, Magic & More
Chestnut Square Historic Village, McKinney • (corner of HWY 5 and Anthony Street)
For more details or for tickets visit www.chestnutsquare.org or call 972.562.8790
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For a good time call

Is there something you’ve always wanted to do? At Alexis Estates and Pioneer Ridge you’ll 
experience special excursions to cultural events, day trips, museums and other places of 
interest along with coordinated activities. It’s easy to be as private or as social as you wish; 
our communities feature beautiful common areas and there’s always a variety of planned 
activities and a chance to enjoy friends and neighbors every day.

It’s all included:
• Three chef-prepared meals served daily

• Caring on-site managers available 24 hours a day

• Scheduled local transportation

• Planned activities, outings & special events

• Weekly housekeeping & linen service

• All utilities paid (except telephone)

• And so much more!

Call today to learn more about our gracious 
retirement lifestyle and to reserve your choice 
suite today before they are all rented!

Senior Prom Painting C lass
Chopper Ride

© 2017 HRG

7210 Linkside Point Dr, McKinney, TX 75071

972-547-6800

680 N. Watters Road, Allen, TX 75013

469-854-6295
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G  abriel Pineda said his philoso-
phy at The One and Only Burger 

is to keep it simple. With a menu that 
sticks to the basics, he said he is able 
to focus on the flavor of the home-
cooked burgers and fries.

“Keeping it simple allows us to 
focus and refine the tastes and fla-
vors,” Pineda said. “Keeping it simple 
ensures that everything is always 
fresh. We do not 
add to the menu 
too often. We 
want to stick to 
the homegrown, 
classic menu.”

The most pop-
ular menu item at 
The One and Only 
Burger is the cheeseburger.

“They are our No. 1-selling burger,” 
Pineda said. “Most people make them 
a double. With a choice of any top-
pings, they are one of the best deals 
on the menu, too.”

Pineda, who has been in the food 
industry for 30 years, said opening his 
own restaurant was his ultimate goal.

“The inspiration for this restaurant 

came from my many years of expe-
riences in the food service field,” he 
said. “I love what I do. My dream was 
always to own my own place. This is 
my dream come true. The best part 
about operating a restaurant [is] the 
connections I build every day with 
customers when creating the best 
experience for them. We love how the 
McKinney community really embraces 

small businesses.”
Pineda said he 

draws from his 
years of experi-
ence and passion 
for creating a 
great burger expe-
rience to fine-tune 
the menu selec-

tions at The One and Only. 
On average, The One and Only sells 

about 300 burgers a day and 2,000 
pounds of potatoes a week, Pineda 
said. 

“People probably assume that I get 
tired of eating burgers all the time,” 
Pineda said. “But in reality, my pas-
sion for burgers is stronger than ever. I 
still eat a burger every day.”

“THE BEST PART ABOUT 
OPERATING A RESTAURANT 
[IS] THE CONNECTIONS I BUILD 
EVERY DAY WITH CUSTOMERS 
WHEN CREATING THE BEST 
EXPERIENCE FOR THEM.”

—GABRIEL PINEDA, THE ONE AND ONLY BURGER 
OWNER

The One and Only Burger
Owner aims to keep food simple and fresh

BY JEAN ANN COLLINS

The One and Only Burger

1330 N. McDonald St., McKinney

214-973-5360

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-8 p.m., 
closed Sun.
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1: The top-selling item is  the cheese-
burger ($4.60). 2: Chrys and Gabriel 
Pineda work to stay true to the classic 
flavors of burgers and fries. 3: The One 

and Only sells about 300 burgers a day. 
4: Prices for burgers range from $4.25-
$5 and from $2.25-$4.50 for fries.

DINING FEATURE

We buy, sell, and trade pre-owned Apple® devices!
Same Day Service • Repairs and Upgrades While You Wait

10% OFF
ANY REPAIR OR IN-STOCK 

ITEM UP TO $50
Cannot be combined with other offers. Must 

present coupon to redeem. Expires 6/30/2017

2960 Eldorado Pkwy. #25  
McKinney, Tx 75070 • (469) 714.4014 Ha

rd
in

 B
lv

d.

Eldorado Pkwy.

75

90 Day  
Guarantee  

Ask for  
Details The use of Apple Inc.’s trademarks does not represent an affiliation with, or endorsement or  

sponsorship by Apple Inc. of Experimac. Apple® is a registered trademark of Apple Inc.

Check out our website and 
Facebook page for our  
inventory and specials

www.experimac.com/mckinney-tx
www.facebook.com/ExperimacMcKinney
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grow,” MPD Chief Greg Conley said. 

CURRENT DEMAND

The McKinney Police Department 
employs 202 officers who are responsi-
ble for the entire city of McKinney. Last 
year there were 69,903 total calls for 
police service, which includes emer-
gency 911 calls, non-emergency calls 
and officer-initiated activity.

For statistical purposes, the police 
department generally analyzes calls 
for service as a city instead of dis-
tricts. MPD deploys patrol personnel 
throughout the city in order to facili-
tate timely call response and patrol.

The McKinney Fire Department 
employs 180 certified fire person-
nel, including paramedics and emer-
gency medical technicians who 
are not only responsible for emer-
gencies within the city but also in 
the extraterritorial jurisdiction, or 

ETJ, and in unincorporated areas of  
Collin County. 

The city has a signed agreement 
with the county for the MFD to provide 
fire and emergency medical services 
within the extraterritorial jurisdiction, 
land just outside city limits that only 
McKinney can annex.

City Manager Paul Grimes said both 
the police and fire departments pro-
vide services automatically to annexed 
property, although the fire department 
is likely already providing services 
because the department responds to 
calls within the ETJ. Upon annexation, 
property owners begin paying city 
property tax, a portion of which goes 
toward the provision of police and fire 
services.

MFD Chief Danny Kistner said the 
fire department is also tasked with 
responding to mutual-aid calls from 
surrounding fire departments when 
some accidents or events require more 
than one fire department’s services. 

Kistner said this happens frequently in 
the fire community.

The fire department received 13,184 
total calls for service in 2016. Kistner 
said the busiest fire stations are Fire 
Station No. 2 near Collin College and 
Fire Station No. 6 by Medical City McK-
inney and Central Station downtown.

“About 70-75 percent of the calls we 
receive are emergency medical service 
calls like medical emergencies or car 
crashes,” Kistner said. 

PREPARING FOR GROWTH

McKinney, in partnership with the 
city of Allen and Collin College, broke 
ground in April on a public safety 
training facility that will allow both 
the police and fire departments the use 
of training space for future staffers. 

The city has also invested in build-
ing another fire station, Fire Station 
No. 9, located north of US 380 on Lake 
Forest Drive, that will be done in Sep-
tember. The city has already budgeted 

funds for the staffing and equipment 
needed to run the fire station, but as 
the city continues to grow, Grimes said 
more stations, staff and equipment will 
be needed.

City officials said at the current 
growth rate, the police department 
estimates it will need to hire  eight to 
10 officers each year. 

“We have been for several years in 
a constant hiring mode,” Conley said. 
“We have a number of applications 
and recruiting for police is always a 
challenge in this environment, but we 
still do see a good number and good 
quality of applicants coming out. Peo-
ple still want to enter the police service 
and still want to come to McKinney.”

Conley said the police and fire 
departments must adapt as the city’s 
landscape and demographics continue 
to evolve.

“We have the challenge of provid-
ing effective services, dealing with the 
city as it grows and the nature of the 

 CONTINUED FROM 1

PUBLIC SAFETY
FOR MCKINNEY’S GROWING POPULATION

As the city population continues to rise, so does the need for additional public safety 
employees and services. City officials said at the current growth rate, the police 
department estimates it will need to hire  eight to 10 officers each year. The following 
graph shows how the city has kept up with demand for additional services as the 
population continues to grow.
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Population 131,117 133,619 136,666 140,826 149,082 155,142 161,905 168,358

Police Budget $13.6M $12.7M $15M $16M $16.4M $17.4M $21M N/A

Fire Budget $18M $17.3M $20.2M $20.8M $22.5M $24M $27.6M N/A
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WE BUILD LIFELONG RELATIONSHIPS
by offering the highest quality of  care and top of  the line technology

(972) 542-8006 • valleycreekdentalcare.com • 2530 Eldorado Pkwy #100, McKinney
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POLICE
There are 202 OFFICERS 
in the McKinney 
Police 
Department, 
which means 
there are 1.2 
SWORN OFFICERS 
PER 1,000 
RESIDENTS.

FIRE
There are 180 CERTIFIED FIRE PERSONNEL 
in the McKinney 
Fire Department, 
which means 
there are 1.07 
CERTIFIED FIRE 
PERSONNEL  PER 
1,000 RESIDENTS.

growth,” he said. “How the city devel-
ops does affect the services we need to 
render and how we render them. We 
really don’t control [development]; we 
are more responsive to that as we see 
how things are developing.”

After the opening of Fire Station No. 
9, the city may open one additional 
station within the next five years that 
would require approximately 18 addi-
tional firefighters, Grimes said. 

To help recruit employees, both 
departments work to stay competitive 
with what surrounding cities offer 
public safety employees. 

“We have the best equipment; we 
have a nice station; we outfit them 
well,” Conley said. “The biggest thing 
that attracts officers to come here is 
the potential for growth. They see that 
they could be here for 20-30 years and 
they see how the city will grow over 
that period of time, and that’s some-
thing they want to be a part of.”

The city funds public safety ser-
vices—which includes salaries and 
equipment—out of current city tax rev-
enue and does not set aside funds to 
pay for future potential employee posi-
tions, Grimes said. Future positions 
will be authorized and paid for out of 
revenue existing at that time in a “pay-
as-you-go” manner, he said.

“As the community grows, more tax-
able property comes on the tax rolls, 
and those revenues help pay for the 
cost of additional police and fire per-
sonnel, along with other city services,” 
Grimes said. “Because there is some 
lag time before tax revenues come in 
and certain infrastructure has to be 
in place before the developments are 
completed, the city sometimes has 
to invest in services and personnel in 
advance with the existing tax base.”

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

Non-service areas

Station call areas

This map shows the 
area of McKinney 
and unincorporated 
Collin County served 
by the McKinney Fire 
Department as well 
as the areas served 
by each fire station.

FIRE DEPARTMENT AREA COVERAGE
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4510 Medical Center Dr. Ste, 314
McKinney, TX 75069

www.exactusphysicians.com

COMPREHENSIVE PRIMARY CARE 
WITHOUT ALL THE RED TAPE.

Follow us on 
Facebook

Unlimited Access to Your Doctor 24/7

Same-Day and Next-Day Service Scheduling

Greatly reduced labs and imaging costs

Full Access Via Technology

Coordination with Specialists

SERVICES INCLUDED
IN OUR MONTHLY FEE

972.439.5639

Dr. Zieser and Family 

Frisco Rd.

75

121

399

Medical 
Center Dr.
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ON THE MARKET  (MARCH 2017)

MARKET DATA

Price 75069 75070 75071

$375,000

$350,000

$325,000

$300,000

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD BY ZIP CODE  2016  VS.  2017

+15.5%

+3.5% +4.2%

Builders include: Highland Homes

Square footage: 1,807-3,775

Home values: $353,990-$445,000

Amenities: bike paths, community parks, 
community pool, playground, pond with gazebo

Schools: Naomi Press Elementary School, Scott 
Morgan Johnson Middle School, McKinney North 
High School

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact 
Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current 
information.

Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real 
Estate Information System (NTREIS)
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MARKET DATA COMPARISON NEW LISTINGS

Collin County

1,793

2,215

 2016 VS.  2017

McKinney

329
432

Timber Creek is located in north 
McKinney along Hardin Road north of 
Wilmeth Road.

The neighborhood is surrounded by 
nature, including nearby parks, fishing 
ponds, camping sites, and a 7-mile hike 
and bike trail.

$281,800 $303,000

Median sale price

Homes on the market

407 540

41 48

Average days on the market

97.8% 98.4%

Percent of original price received

277 314

Homes under contract

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

TIMBER CREEK

TIMBER CREEK
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Plano
2016: 474

2017: 535

McKinney
2016: 407

2017: 540

Personal Service.  Quality.  Results.

Contact us for our no obligation  
“Prepare Your Home to Sell Package”.

Includes staging and market analysis.

Monica Szewczyk  972-979-4699 Julie Williams  972-838-0262W W W. T E X A S P R O P E RT YS I S T E R S . C O M



DEALS THIS MONTH

FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS

DINING
Cookies in Bloom ....................................... 24

Planet Smoothie ........................................ 24

Sali’s Italian ............................................... 25

San Miguel Grill ......................................... 25

Smoothie King ........................................... 25

Taco Crush................................................. 24

HOME & GARDEN
The Firehouse ............................................ 25

NON PROFIT
Myers Park & Event Center ........................ 24

NON-PROFIT
Habitat for Humanity and ReStore ............. 25

OTHER
1911 Academy .......................................... 24

PET HEALTH/SUPPLIES
Wild Birds Unlimited .................................. 23

RETAIL
Dobson Flooring America .......................... 27

Escovedo Consulting ................................. 26

3001 S. HARDIN BLVD., SUITE 106, MCKINNEY, TEXAS 75070
(972) 472-2022 • www.wbu.com/mckinney

Shop Our Brand New Store!

Grand Opening Party!
May 13, 10am-6pm
The blackland prairie  
raptor center will be in the 
shop with their birds (owls, 
hawks etc) from 11:30-
2:30. Get up close with 
these beautiful birds!

Register To Win  

One of the Following

FREE Seed for a Year, a FREE Bird 

Feeding Station and More!

Feeder Swap
Trade in an old feeder; Get 

20% OFF a new Wild Birds 

Unlimited Feeder
Expires 6/4/17

Free Gifts
FREE seed and a starter 
feeder just for stopping in! 
While supplies last. Expires 6/4/17
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$7 OFF 
a $40

or Larger Basket
McKinney Store Only

Buy 2 Gourmet 
Cookies 

Get 
2 FREE

972-569-8383
2001 Central Circle, #107, McKinney

cookiesinbloom.com

  6/4/17   6/4/17

Cerakote • Retail Gun Sales • We Repair All Models of Firearms

214.856.3976

1971 UNIVERSITY BUSINESS DR.
SUITE 109 | MCKINNEY, TX

www.1911academy.com 

10% 
OFF PARTS
when you mention this ad

Training:
license to carry (LTC)

Build Your Own AR

N. Custer Rd. 

E. University Dr. 
380

Coit Rd.

FM
 5312

U-HAUL

Eldorado Pkwy.

Ha
rd

in
 B

lvd
.

75

All Ingredients are 
made fresh everyday

Free Coffee or 
Fountain Drink  
W/ Purchase of 2 Break-
fast Tacos Before 10am
Must Present Coupon. 

Call ahead for curb side 
pick up, for the morning 

rush! Exp 6/4/17

2960 Eldorado Pkwy #5,  
McKinney, TX | (469) 714-4800

Online ordering now available at www.mytacocrush.com!

Margarita  
Monday 
$3 Margarita’s  

ALL DAY.

Taco  
Tuesday 

(free chips and salsa 
w/ purchase of 2 
tacos & a drink)

Planet Smoothie/Tasti D-Lite 
2014 W. University Dr. 
972-542-2251
NW corner of U.S. 380 & 75 
(near Chipotle®)

$1 OFF 
ANY SIZE

Limit one coupon per customer per 
visit. Taxes not included. Coupon 
must be surrendered at time of 
purchase. Not valid with other 

offers. Valid only at location 
listed in this ad. 

FREE 
Small TASTI CUP OR 

CONE with purchase of 
any Smoothie or Tasti 

product
Limit one coupon per customer 

per visit. Taxes not included. 
Coupon must be surrendered 
at time of purchase. Not valid 
with other offers. Valid only at 

location listed in this ad. 

Exp. 6/4/17.Exp. 6/4/17.

Buy One, 
Get One

FREE
Limit one coupon per customer per 

visit. Taxes not included. Coupon 
must be surrendered at time of 
purchase. Not valid with other 

offers. Valid only at location 
listed in this ad. 

Exp. 6/4/17.



McKinney edition • May 2017 25

Free
order of 

Chile con Queso 
With food purchase. 

Expires 6/4/17

WEDNESDAY 
ALL DAY HAPPY HOUR

$2 Beer/Margaritas
$3 Top Shelf Margaritas

 Chile Relleno

Filete San Miguel

Tacos Al Carbon

Fish and Shrimp al Ajillo

Plus All Your Tex-Mex 
Favorites!

506 W. University Dr. | (972) 548-2345 | sanmiguelgrillmex.com
Mon-Thu: 11:00 - 9:00 | Fri-Sat: 11:00 - 10:00 | Sunday: Closed 380

N
. 

C
ol

le
ge

 
S

t.

Featuring traditional 
mexican dishes

Gas Logs  |  Fireplaces  | 
BBQ Gri l l s  and Smokers

20%  OFF
ANY REAL FYRE GAS LOG  

SET IN STOCK 
Bring your f ireplace measurements.  

Expires 6/4/17

109 CENTRAL EXPY. N, #521 | ALLEN, TX 75013 | 972-727-0818

D I N E - I N  |  T A K E - O U T  |  C A T E R I N G

6 7 1 0  V i r g i n i a  P k w y  # 2 3 0,  M c K i n n e y,  T X  7 5 0 7 1 
(4 6 9)  2 47- 0 0 8 3  |  s a l i s i t a l i a n . c o m 

Tu e s -S u n d a y  ·  1 1 A M – 9 P M  (c l o s e d  M o n d a y)

Family owned and operated

Virginia Pkwy.

Sto
ne

br
idg

e D
r.

B Y O B  ( n o  c o r k i n g  f e e )

B u y  a  l a r g e  p i z z a 

g e t  o n e  5 0 %  O F F
*Toppings addit ional cost.  

Must present coupon to redeem offer. 
Expires 6/4/17.

B O G O

Must present coupon to redeem offer.
Expires 6/4/17.

B u y  o n e  e n t r e e 
g e t  o n e  5 0 %  O F F

B O G O

Donate your gently used items today & help 
end poverty housing!

Shop | Donate | Volunteer

Gently used furniture & appliances, 
plus building materials & supplies

SHOP, DONATE & VOLUNTEER

(972) 548-9112
www.McKinneyReStore.com

2060 Couch Dr.,
McKinney 75069
Tues-Sat 9am-6pm

15% OFF 
Any Single Regularly-Priced Item

Restore - McKinney
One coupon per person per month. No reproductions 
accepted. Not good on special orders. Expires 6/4/17.

Eldorado Pkwy

NCo
uc

h D
r

5

Call or Text for a FREE scheduled 
pick-up (214) 598-0090

1920 W. Eldorado Pkwy. Ste 700
McKinney, TX 75069 | 972-548-7111

Eldorad o  Pkw
y.

75

Bounce Back Coupon Front - Bleed: w4.25’’ x h6.25’’ / Trim : w4’’ x h6’’ Live: w3.75’’ x h5.75’’ 

PURCHASE ANY SIZE SLIM-N-TRIM™ SMOOTHIE
BUY ONE, GET ONE

Offer expires May 21, 2017. Valid only at participating locations. Must surrender original 
coupon to receive offer. Limit one per person. Not valid with any other offers. 
No cash value. Sales tax extra. © 2017 Smoothie King Franchises, Inc. 

and get any Smoothie of equal or lesser value FREE
BUY ONE, GET ONE
PURCHASE ANY SIZE SLIM˜N˜TRIM™ SMOOTHIE
and get any Smoothie of equal or lesser value FREE
Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this location. Not good with any other offer. One Coupon per person, per visit, per day, per 
family. Some restrictions may apply. No cash value. Sales tax extra. © 2017 Smoothie King Franchises, Inc.
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