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Property tax reform bill awaits final decision
BY MARTHE RENNELS  AND LINDSEY JUAREZ

In McKinney, the average market value of homes 
increased by nearly $60,000 between 2014 and 2016, 
from $240,147 to $299,925, according to the Collin Central 
Appraisal District. This increase is causing homeowners 
to pay more in property taxes despite cities’ efforts to 
lower property tax rates.

As a result, some Texas lawmakers are prioritizing tax-
payer relief this legislative session, which began in Jan-
uary. This call to action has some local government offi-
cials worried about what it could mean for their budgets.

The main attempt to reform the property tax system 
CONTINUED ON 26
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Exemption rates in school district, Collin County more than double state rates, data shows

Vaccine exemptions 
rising in McKinney ISD

BY DANIEL HOUSTON 

AND MARTHE RENNELS

State and local public health offi-
cials say they are concerned about 
the rising risk of disease in schools 
as more parents across the state each 

year have opted their children out of 
otherwise mandatory vaccinations. 

A growing number of parents in 
McKinney ISD have filed for vaccine 
exemptions since 2003, when state 
lawmakers expanded the exemption 

process to include reasons of con-
science, rather than only medical or 
religious reasons. 

Districts are required by law to 
report the number of conscientious 

Vaccination exemption rates by countyHEALTH

In the 2015-16 school year, Collin and Denton counties 
ranked in the top 15 of the 254 Texas counties in 
having the highest percentage of student 
vaccination exemptions filed. The 
map shows county vaccination 
exemption rates in the major 
Texas metro areas.

TOP 10 COUNTIES WITH 
HIGHEST VACCINATION 
EXEMPTION RATES:

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT  
OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES/ 
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 for fiscal year 2017-18.  

That 3 percent difference  
would equate to about

The rollback rate would lower from
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of savings for the average 
McKinney resident.

IF SENATE BILL 2 PASSES...
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After the conclusion of a national 
election that was wildly contested and 
controversial, we started off 2017 with an 
entirely new administration leading our 
country.  

Here in our city of McKinney, we are 
also facing changes in our leadership 
positions. After a 14-year run on City 
Council, with eight of those in the may-
or’s seat, Brian Loughmiller’s reign is 
coming to an end, and others are step-
ping up to take his place. 

As you will read on Page 17, Danny 
Bishop, George Fuller and Randy Pogue 
have all thrown their names in the hat to 
be the next mayor of McKinney. 

But there are also a total of four council 
seats up for grabs, four on the McKinney 
ISD board of trustees and another four on 
the Collin College board of trustees for a 
total of 29 candidates vying for a spot. 

With such great turnover, this election 
is looking to change not only the leader-
ship at the council level but the face of 
McKinney across the city. 

All of the election information is 
available in this issue for you including 
election dates and times, locations and  
ID requirements.

Follow our election coverage online on 
election night to see who you chose as 
our new leaders.

The Texas Constitution specifies that a Commis-
sioners Court—the governing body for a county—con-
sists of a county judge who effectively serves as the 
CEO of the county and four commissioners who each 
serve a precinct. 

The court is responsible for county operations, 
roads and bridges, financial management, the 
county justice system, public health and welfare, 
and infrastructure.

Financial responsibility for the county includes 
setting the tax rate, authorizing expenditures and 
issuing bonds. Commissioners also call for bond 
elections needed in the county: For Collin County, 
this might be seen this fall as commissioners work to 
secure funding for roadway infrastructure.

Construction and maintenance of roads and 
bridges that are not part of the state highway system 
are a major focus for the court. A Commissioners 
Court works with the county’s cities as well as 
regional and state transportation organizations on 
major projects. 
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IMPACTS

kickboxing, cable pulleys and suspension 
training, and another may use barbells, 
dumbbells, kettle bells and step aerobics. 
469-362-9699. 
www.outlawbootcamp.com

4  Wasabi Sushi and Robata Grill, 
 470 Adriatic Parkway, Ste. 1106, McKinney, 
opened Feb. 28. The restaurant offers  a 
menu of sushi and robata items. Robataya-
ki, or robata, is an ancient style of Japanese 
cooking that utilizes skewers over an open 
flame. The restaurant is open for lunch and 
dinner. 469-617-3338. 
 www.wasabisushimckinney.com

5  Master Mun’s Martial Arts,  
400 N. Central Expressway, Ste. 108,  
McKinney, opened Feb. 8. Master Mun’s 
Martial Arts teaches a variety of skills and 
focuses on traditional Korean taekwondo. 
214-273-3717. www.mastermun.com

6  Frios Gourmet Pops, 301B E. Loui-
siana St., McKinney, opened Jan. 12. Frios 
Gourmet Pops sells gourmet popsicles 
made with fresh, local ingredients. Flavors 
include  Avocado Lime, Blackberry Ginger 
Lemonade, Candy Bar Crunch,  
Pomegranate Grapefruit, caramel sea salt 
and chocolate peanut butter.  
214-600-2858. www.friopops.com

COMING SOON

7  The Yard-McKinney, 107 S. Church 
St., McKinney, will open this spring in the 
former home of Cafe Malage.  The menu 
will feature Ancho Chile Roasted Pork Que-
sadillas, Smoked Brisket Tacos and Smoked 
Meatloaf. The Yard will be a 2,500-square-
foot restaurant located in a historic home 
in downtown McKinney. The restaurant sits 
on 3/4 of an acre, and restaurant owners 
hope to utilize the backyard area to include 
seating, landscaping, lighting, outdoor 
games, fire pits and lounge chairs. The 
Yard owners also own Cadillac Pizza Pub in 
downtown McKinney. 972-850-7433. 
www.33restaurants.com

NOW OPEN

1  Harmony Realm Wellness Center, 
707 N. Chestnut St., Ste. F, McKinney, 
opened March 1. Harmony Realm uses a 
holistic approach to health and healing. 
The classes and services are designed to 
enhance and support the health of each 
client physically, emotionally and spiri-
tually. Lori LeJeune, a holistic health care 

practitioner, focuses on education and 
empowering guests with natural methods 
of self care. Services and classes are by 
appointment. 504-460-6488 
www.harmonyrealm.com 

2  Guidepost Montessori at Eldorado, 
7508 Eldorado Parkway, McKinney, 
opened March 8. The Montessori school 
provides educational training, including 
practical life skills, emotional and social 

development, and foundational knowl-
edge for children 3 months to kindergar-
ten. 972-427-4018.  
www.eldorado.guidepostmontessori.com

3  Outlaw Bootcamp, 500 N. Custer 
Road, Ste. 104, McKinney, opened March 
6. The fitness facility will offer boot camps 
that encompass multiple training styles in 
a 30-minute session. One Outlaw Boot-
camp class may incorporate battle ropes, 

 COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS
News or questions about McKinney? 

Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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Staging & Professional Photography
State of the Art Marketing
Lifestyle Location Services

New Home Builders Assistance

Ask about my sell & buy program
 Rafaella Smith – REALTOR® | 972.529.6100 | www.CainePremierProperties.com

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  C A I N E  D I F F E R E N C E
with personalized, detailed service catered to meet your needs
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HENDERSON KITCHEN & TAP — NOW OPEN

Henderson Kitchen & Tap, 2730 S. Central Expressway, McKinney, opened  March 
8  and brought with it roughly 50 different beers and a menu prepared by a renowned 
chef. The restaurant is family-friendly with a menu that includes homemade chicken 
strips for children, a locally sourced steak, burgers, pasta dishes, fish and other Ameri-
can craft dishes. 972-984-1333 www.hendersonkitchentap.com

8  Central Park at Craig Ranch,  
7920 Collin David South Drive, McKinney, 
broke ground in March. The $85 million 
development in Craig Ranch consists of 
50 apartment homes and will be built in 
two phases. The first phase includes 270 
apartments and is expected to be complete 
in summer 2018.

ANNIVERSARIES

9  Christ Fellowship,  2801 Orchid Drive, 
McKinney, celebrated its 20th anniversary 
March 16. The church has a 2,100-member 
congregation, an online following and is 
breaking ground in April on a new auxiliary 
worship center for one of the largest Span-
ish-language services in the city, “Christ 
Fellowship—Español.” Construction plans 
also include a 41,600-square-foot renova-
tion and expansion for children. 972-547-
7000. www.cfhome.org

10  Rick’s Chophouse, 107 N. Kentucky 
St., McKinney will celebrate its tenth anni-
versary on April 26. Rick’s Chophouse is a 
four star restaurant that serves a variety of 
steak and seafood items with a menu that 
changes primarily in the fall and spring.  

214-726-9251. www.rickschophouse.com

RELOCATIONS

11  Square Cow Movers, relocated to 
407 E. Louisiana St., McKinney. Square Cow 

Movers provides moving services in Dallas 
and surrounding areas. 469-422-6226. 
www.squarecowmovers.com

12  Bath and Body Works, 1751 N. 
Central Expressway, Ste. 200, McKinney, 
temporarily relocated to 1751 N. Central 
Expressway, Ste. 100, while renovations are 
being done to its permanent location. The 
store will move back into its original space 
at the end of April or early May. 972-542-
5079. www.bathandbodyworks.com

NAME CHANGE

13  Shredded Supplements, 2851 Craig 
Drive, Ste. 204, McKinney, changed its 
name to Ideal Nutrition McKinney on 
Feb. 5. The business carries nutrition 
supplements and offers dieting consulta-
tion for muscle building and weight loss. 
214-608-5060

CLOSINGS

14  The Max Challenge,  4100 Eldora-
do Parkway, Ste. 200, McKinney, closed 
March 17. The Max Challenge was a fitness 
concept that incorporated exercise, nu-
trition and motivation to help individuals 
achieve their best results in 10 weeks.  
469-573-4629. www.themaxchallenge.com

Was your roof damaged by the 
March 26th storm?
We are here to help!

972.335.PEAK (7325)
6201 Technology Drive, #115

Frisco, TX 75033

CALL US FOR A FREE INSPECTION

$500 OFF
Roof replacement

$125 OFF
Roof repair

Min. $5,500 replacement or $500 
repair.  Mention Community Impact 
to redeem. Roof replacement offer 

is based on roof size. 
Expires 5/5/17.

OR

Residential Roofi ng • Commercial Roofi ng • Emergency Roof Repair

www.peakroofi ngsystems.com

Looking for a plumber?

Service with
Integrity

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

Residential Repair Specialists
Serving North Texas With Over 20 Years Of Experience

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

*Restrictions May Apply

10%
Off

Any One
Repair

First Time Customers Only
Max Discount $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

*Restrictions May Apply

 

Not valid with any other offers or prior service
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Saturday
April 29th

11:00am - 4:00pm
3160 N. Custer Rd. 

McKinney, TX 75071

Shop Eat Play
Participating Vendors

Twinkle Faerie•The Flying Chics 
Monica’s Hangups• Threads of Hope  

Cambridge Leather • Coventry Reserve 
Jam Right! • And More!

Participating Food Trucks
Kona Ice• 5th Street Patio & Cafe

Rudy’s • Fried Pies For All
 ItsyBites

Available Entertainment
Play Street Museum • Hamster Balls

Jousting Arena • Bounce Houses
Hay Maze • Petting Zoo/Pony Rides

Carnival Games • Sack Races
Pie Eating Contest • Live Music

Purchase tickets online at www.manegait.org or pay at the gate

Presents

Play
For Birthday Party Information, call 469-422-6380

Now  Open!Now  Open!Now  Open!Now  Open!Now  Open!
2730 S. CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY  MCKINNEY, TX 75070

FOR MORE INFO, EMAIL US AT INFO@HENDERSONKITCHENTAP.COM

2730 S. CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY  MCKINNEY, TX 750702730 S. CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY  MCKINNEY, TX 750702730 S. CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY  MCKINNEY, TX 750702730 S. CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY  MCKINNEY, TX 750702730 S. CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY  MCKINNEY, TX 75070

FOR MORE INFO, EMAIL US AT INFO@HENDERSONKITCHENTAP.COMFOR MORE INFO, EMAIL US AT INFO@HENDERSONKITCHENTAP.COMFOR MORE INFO, EMAIL US AT INFO@HENDERSONKITCHENTAP.COMFOR MORE INFO, EMAIL US AT INFO@HENDERSONKITCHENTAP.COMFOR MORE INFO, EMAIL US AT INFO@HENDERSONKITCHENTAP.COMFOR MORE INFO, EMAIL US AT INFO@HENDERSONKITCHENTAP.COMFOR MORE INFO, EMAIL US AT INFO@HENDERSONKITCHENTAP.COM

WWW.HENDERSONKITCHENTAP.COM

Kitchen open late!

Cassandra Wilson, 
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Better Hearing Keeps You Connected

Liz Brassine, Owner
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Sta� ed by 2 Licensed Doctors of Audiology

972.838.1300 | www.hearinmckinney.com  | 4201 Medical Center Drive, Suite 270

• Hearing evaluations 
for all ages

• Hearing aid fi ttings, 
maintenance & repairs

• Invisible fi ttings

• Wireless and 
connectivity solutions

• Evaluation period on 
all hearing aids

• Custom ear / swim 
protection

• Locally owned and 
operated
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A  s the coach for Barney and Me Boxing Gym in 
McKinney, Barney Flores’ influence has 

created national champions and winners of Silver 
Gloves, which is an annual competition for amateur 
boxing. But his impact does not stop in the ring.

“This gym provides an outlet for kids to stay out 
of trouble,” Flores said. “One of my rules is that 
my boxers stay out of trouble because our gang is a 
good gang. The judge has even sent me some kids to 
help straighten them out.”

Flores said each time he hears a success story 
from one of his students, it encourages him to keep 
training new students. He also said he emphasizes 
the importance of education at the gym.

“I dropped out of high school when I was young, 
and it took me a while to get on the right path,” he 
said. “I preach to the kids not to do what I did. I 
push boxing here, but education is No. 1. If you’re 
not doing good in school, you’re not boxing.”

Flores, who said he started his coaching career 
with the Boys & Girls Club, leased his first building 

for $150 a month. His current gym, located adjacent 
to Old Settlers Park in east McKinney, was built 
for his operations in 2001 and is modeled after the 
Olympic training center.

“I have been training kids for 20-plus years,” he 
said. “Sometimes I’ve had a gym, and sometimes I 
was training under a tree or in a run-down building 
at a sand and gravel yard.”

Flores has had support for his efforts both from 
the community and his family. He said his wife of 43 
years, Evelyn, has always been by his side, includ-
ing several years helping as a coach. Now he said he 
spends part of his day at her side.

“She suffered a stroke a year ago following an 
aneurysm,” he said. “My wife was by my side all this 
time. She never complained or said I spent too much 
time in the gym. Now I need to be there for her.”

He said the ability to care for his wife is possible 
through help from coaches at the gym, including 
Kenny and Monette McCollum, who coach and help 
run the business office.

BY JEAN ANN COLLINS

1: Barney Flores stands in the ring at Barney and Me. 
2: Students at Barney and Me participate in a boxing 
workout that includes speed training and bag work. 

Barney and Me Boxing Gym
Coach aims to knock out misbehavior by mentoring city’s youth
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Barney and Me Boxing Gym

1207 E. Louisiana St., 
McKinney 
972-562-5958 
www.barneyand 
megym.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri.  
5:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
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HEAVY-HITTING STUDENT

McKinney City Council Member Rainey Rogers said he 
met Barney Flores in 1980 when he was a student at  
McKinney High School.  

“With Barney’s help I won two Dallas Regional Golden 
Gloves, along with winning many tournaments over a 
four-year period,” Rogers said. “When I was 40 years old 
I was feeling fat and out of shape. I remembered how 
much I liked the boxing workout, so I stopped by and 
visited with Barney. He said he would train me in the 
mornings. So at age 40, I started training again.  After 
two months of training, Barney suggested that I enter 
the Ringside World Championships held in Kansas City, 
Missouri, so I did. I won that and two more tournaments 
over the next four years. I cannot think of anyone else 
in McKinney that has given more time to the kids of 
McKinney than Barney. “

(972) 542-8839 
217 N. Kentucky Street

McKinney, TX 75069
www.happinessisquilting.com
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1: The Celt’s patio is popular in the 
spring and summer, Penn said. 2: Own-
er Stan Penn relaxes upstairs. 3: The 
Celt has games to keep patrons busy.

S tan Penn said he let his Irish 
heritage lead him to make his 

dream of owning a pub a reality when 
in 2014 he purchased what is now The 
Celt in downtown McKinney.

“I have Irish heritage on both sides 
[of my family] and have been visiting 
Ireland at least twice a year for the last 
several years,” Penn said. “To open an 
Irish pub was a lifelong dream, and it 
became a reality after a 25-year career 
in banking. This pub was for sale, and 
it was love at first sight.”

He said he believes his previous 
career was a natural stepping stone to  
operating a food and beverage  
service-based business.

“Believe it or not, the career in bank-
ing prepared me for managing a pub,” 
Penn said. “Many of the challenges are 

the same. We are all retailers now —all 
trying to provide the best product and 
service we can while still trying to 
remain profitable.”

He said he wants The Celt to be an 
experience for everyone involved.

“The best part about operating a 
restaurant is knowing that you are 
providing more than just a meal, but an 
experience,” Penn said. “‘Craic’  
is an Irish word that describes what 
goes on in a pub—fun, gossip, entertain-
ment, news and conversation.”

He said he also enjoys the music in 
a pub.

“We have a fun, warm and lively 
atmosphere, but of course [patrons] 
should come here for the music,” Penn 
said. “We do live music nine times a 
week. There’s nothing like the music 

that occurs in an Irish pub.”
In addition to the atmosphere and 

music, the food at the Irish pub is 
another reason to visit, Penn said.

 Penn and the staff review the 
menu once a year and make minimal 
changes. 

He said he tries to add at least two or 
three new items yearly and remove the 
less popular dishes. Penn said he spent 
a year searching for the perfect site in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area for his new 
business.

“Many of the recipes and drinks are 
traditional Irish fare handed down 
through the generations,” he said.  
“We have a wonderful kitchen and  
bar staff that are always coming up 
with new ways to improve existing 
menu items.”

BY JEAN ANN COLLINS

The Celt

100 N. Tennessee St., McKinney 
972-562-2929 
www.theceltmckinney.com 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-midnight,  
Sat. 8 a.m.-1 a.m., Sun. 8 a.m.-midnight

The Celt
Local pub owner follows dream to downtown McKinney
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DINING FEATURE

POPULAR ITEMS AND MENUS

Fish and chips  
This dish is a menu favorite and keeps 
its top spot as the late-night best seller, 
Penn said. Smithwick’s Beer Battered 
Fish and Chips features Icelandic cod 
dipped in a house beer batter, which is 
served with chips and homemade tartar 
sauce. The one-piece is $10.99, and the 
two-piece $13.99.

Late-night snack
All late-night menu options, which are 
served from 10 p.m. until the kitchen 
closes, are $9.99 and include one 
domestic beer.

Beer me
Penn said The Celt’s most-ordered beer 
is Guinness.

Hard Workers 
Ready To Work

TODAY!

No job too big 
or too small

Serving 
McKinney for
over 30 Years!

Secretarial • Industrial  • Clerical
Custodial • Accounting • Construction 

Warehouse • Manufacturing • Assembly Work

500 W. University Dr, Suite 104, McKinney
972.542.5586 • TempsOfMckinney.com

Temps of McKinney
SERV ICE

Hard Workers Ready To Work 
TODAY!

No job too big or too small
Serving McKinney for 

over 30 years!

500 W. University Dr., Suite 104, McKinney
92-542-5586 • TempsOfMcKinney.com

Secretarial • Industrial • Clerical 
Custodial • Accounting 

Contstruction • Warehouse 
Manufacturing • Assembly Work

McKinney Ranch 
Medical Care & Wellness

 Dr. C.W. Hsu
3950 S Ridge Rd | McKinney, TX 

972-540-1688

• Acute Care
• Chronic Disease
   Management
• Preventative
   Medicine

• Low T Therapy
• Weight Loss 
• Immunizations
• Immigration
   Medical Exam

All � u shots
Expires 4/30/17 

$5 OFF 

Immigration exam
Expires 4/30/17 

$10 OFF 121
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Lake Forest Drive expansion

The city is widening Lake Forest Drive from 
two lanes to four lanes from Wilmeth Road 
to Bloomdale Road. A portion of Bloomdale 
east of the intersection of Bloomdale and 
Lake Forest will also be reconstructed. 

City staff said construction has slowed as 
crews work to pull up existing pavement. 
Crews will have some existing lanes closed 
for about a month beginning in mid-March. 
Then work will begin on the connection 
with CR 162.

Timeline: September-June 

Cost: $3.7 million

Funding source: city of McKinney

 

Virginia Parkway widening

The city of McKinney began construction 
Feb. 20 on the Virginia Parkway Lanes 5 & 
6 widening project. The project will add an 
additional lane in each direction from just 
east of Ridge Road to US 75. 

New traffic signals will be installed at 
Crutcher Crossing and Mallard Lakes Drive. 
In areas where the contractor is working, 
one lane of traffic may be closed between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. on weekdays, and delays 
are expected. Construction began on the 
west end of the project between Ridge and 
Bellegrove Drive.  

Crews began preliminary preparation work 
in mid-March, which includes setting up 
traffic-control barricades, tree protection 
and erosion control.

Timeline: February 2017-December 2018

Cost: $1.5 million

Funding source: city of McKinney
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All information on this page was updated as of 3/15/17. News or questions about these or other local 
transportation projects? Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS 

LAKE FOREST DR.

UNIVERSITY DR.

WILMETH RD.WILMETH RD.

164

380

BLOOMDALE RD.

N

162

ONGOING PROJECTS
Project description Estimated timeline

1 The rehabilitation of Roberts Avenue from Graves Street to 
Morris Street will be started immediately after the work on 
Waddill Street is complete.
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HOW IT WORKS

Electronic toll tag 
systems in Texas work 
interchangeably
In Texas, toll roads are operated by 
state, regional or county authorities, 
according to the Texas Department of 
Transportation.

The Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston and 
Austin areas use one of three electronic 
toll-collection systems available in 
Texas—TxTag, TollTag or EZ Tag. 

Toll roads in DFW, including the Dallas 
North Tollway, Sam Rayburn Tollway 
and President George Bush Turnpike, 
are operated by the North Texas 
Tollway Authority, which is a political 
subdivision sanctioned by the state. The 
NTTA uses the TollTag system.

In the Austin area, the Toll Operations 
Division of TxDOT operates the Central 
Texas Turnpike System. The TOD also 
operates portions of Grand Parkway 
in Houston and other toll roads 
throughout the state. TxDOT-operated 
toll roads use the TxTag system.

The Harris County Toll Road Authority 
and Fort Bend County Toll Road 
Authority operate toll roads in the 
Greater Houston area using the EZ Tag 
system. 

Despite the different toll-collection 
systems in the state, a toll tag for 
any one of the three entities works 
interchangeably for the other two 
systems. 

Payments are automatically deducted 
from a user’s account each time a driver 
passes under a toll gantry as long as the 
driver has a toll tag. Drivers without a 
toll tag will be billed separately by each 
tolling authority. 
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Without roadway expansion, data warns congestion will increase

US 380 study shows widening could bring 
economic impact to McKinney and county

BY MARTHE RENNELS

Collin County commissioners held 
a meeting March 13 and introduced a 
recent US 380 study that showed wid-
ening the roadway would not only 
ease congestion but would also be 
the catalyst for a significant economic 
boom along the corridor.

County officials recruited demogra-
pher Ray Perryman and his company, 
The Perryman Group, to study the 
economic impact of the potential 
widening last year when US 380 
expansion discussions first began. 

The study looked at widening  
US 380 into a highway from the Den-
ton County line to US 75 in McKinney.

According to the study, the area 
has seen tremendous growth in both 
population and economy, 
 and The Perryman Group’s long- 
term economic forecast for Collin 
County shows continued growth at a 
rate far outpacing those of the state 
and nation.

“To give you some perspective, 
since 2000 the U.S. population has 
grown by 14 percent,” Perryman said. 
“The Texas population has grown 
by 32 percent. The Dallas-Fort Worth 
population has grown by 36 percent. 
Collin County has grown over 80 
percent. McKinney has grown 200 
percent. Frisco has grown 350 per-
cent, and Prosper has grown by 600 
percent.”

Perryman said the two cities that 
anchored his study—McKinney and 
Frisco—are rated as two of the 10 

fastest-growing cities in the country. 
The population in the study corri-

dor is projected to increase by almost  
1 million people through 2040—a 
104.4 percent increase compared 
to current numbers and an annual 
growth rate of 3.02 percent. 

Congestion, which is already a 
major issue throughout the corri-
dor, will become a major hindrance 
without additional infrastructure, 
Perryman said.

The study stated converting  
US 380 into a highway—and reduc-
ing congestion—would likely result 
in a notable increase in economic 
indicators, including estimated gains 
by 2040 of $14.8 billion in real gross 
product compared to current figures 
and almost 75,900 jobs in the study 
area as well as 160,600 jobs and $19.4 
billion in real gross product in Collin 
County as a whole.

Perryman’s study stated Collin 
County and the state will reap nota-
ble ongoing benefits from the activity 
associated with widening US 380. 

The study found that construction 
activity alone would bring in eco-
nomic benefits of an estimated $486 
million at the time of construction in 
gross product in Collin County.

However, business displacements 
and relocations due to construction 
and right of way acquisition could 
cause a temporary reduction of  
$152 million in gross product and a 
2,200 person-year loss of employ-
ment in Collin County. 

IMPACT ON MCKINNEY

McKinney officials said expanding 
US 380 could come at a high cost 
because there are more than 100 
businesses along US 380 through 
McKinney as well as several residen-
tial developments.

Widening US 380 would also 
impact current land use and could 
cause a major change in the makeup 
of what is allowed along the corridor, 
according to city officials. 

Perryman said part of his study 
included looking at the comprehen-
sive plans, which help guide city 
development, for cities along the 
potential widening route. 

“Obviously comprehensive plans 
can be modified as infrastructure 
opportunities change, but the plans 
gave us a good sense of where people 

are growing and the types of growth 
we are dealing with,” he said.

The city of McKinney has been 
working for more than a year on  
its comprehensive plan update, 
which includes the transportation 
master plan. Adoption and imple-
mentation of both plans have been 
put on hold pending the current 
US 380 discussion. 

Currently the city opposes widen-
ing US 380 through McKinney and is 
instead in favor of a bypass, which 
officials said would have a smaller 
impact on local business.

Ultimately, Perryman’s study found 
changing the land use along US 380 
would enhance economic growth 
and would bring in a “substantially 
greater relative concentration of 
office space.”

TRANSPORTATION

$914.5 million for the state of Texas

$185.1 million for McKinney ISD

$166.9 million for the city of McKinney

$99.6 million for Prosper ISD, and millions to other counties, 
cities and schools in the state

$96 million for Frisco ISD 

$75.3 million for Collin County 

$64.4 million for the city of Frisco

$62.1 million for the city of Prosper

INCREASE IN TAX REVENUE

Perryman said converting US 380 into a highway and the 
associated activity would generate an increase in tax revenue 
due to the economic stimulus of new development. Perryman 
estimates that the annual fiscal benefits of converting portions of 
US 380 to a highway once the project is finished and development 
begins include the following:

SOURCE: THE PERRYMAN GROUP/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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This rendering shows the garage at  Chestnut and Virginia streets approved March 7.

Five-story, 310-space, $7.5 million garage to be built by end of year

Downtown parking fix OK’d by City Council

BY MARTHE RENNELS

A new parking garage is coming 
to downtown McKinney because of 
an agreement with a local property 
owner and a March 7 vote by McKin-
ney City Council.

Five garage options were presented 
to council during its regularly sched-
uled meeting March 7, one requiring 
the closing of Herndon Street, which 
runs between the garage property and 
Thomason Tire. Each option presented 
came with a potential number of 
spaces, costs and heights.

The council approved a five-story, 
310-space garage costing about $7.5 
million that keeps Herndon open.

Council members said they were 
not in favor of any options that could 
cause a hindrance to local businesses. 
Thomason Tire has been in operation 
in McKinney since the 1950s and in its 
current location at 211 N. McDonald 
St. since 1979. Thomason Tire owners 
spoke against the closing of Herndon 
during the council meeting.

City Manager Paul Grimes and 
his staff will now work to enter into 
leasing agreements with the property 
owner and developer, Virginia@5 LLC 
and SP2 301 E. Virginia LLC.  The city 
has been working with the developer 
since November.

The parking garage will be leased 
by the city and requires the property 
owner to contract the design and con-
struction of the garage, Assistant City 
Manager Barry Shelton said. The city 
will prepay a portion of the rent, and 
the remaining rent will be paid over a 
five-year period.

“I think it’s important for the public 
to know the council has put in motion 
four parking decks,” Grimes said. 

“Council has put in motion in the 
pipeline—and that’s how you have to 
look at it because it is a process—four 
parking facilities which approximate 
around 1,500 covered spaces in the 
downtown area, which is a significant 
change from where we are today.”

Construction on the garage will 
begin this year and is set to be com-
plete near the end of the year.

Grimes said in addition to the park-
ing garage at Chestnut and Virginia 
streets, there will be some public 
parking within a garage at the 9-acre 
site downtown. Also in the pipeline is 
a parking garage that will eventually 
be constructed at the water tower site 
just east of the downtown square as 
well as one at the future City Hall site. 

“What [council] put in motion is 
to start a feasibility and conceptual 
design phase for a City Hall complex, 
and that would likely include a signifi-
cant parking facility,” Grimes said.

After a failed bond proposition in 
November 2015 that sought bonds to 
construct a $13 million, four-story, 
400-plus space parking garage down-
town, city leaders have been working 
to find another parking solution. 

Residents said the bond proposition 
failed because the proposed garage’s 
location—on Church Street between 
Louisiana and Virginia streets—would 
make the garage the first thing seen 
by drivers coming from US 75 along 
Louisiana to downtown.

The city established a parking com-
mittee after the bond election, and the 
committee identified several zones 
for a parking structure. The garage is 
within one of those zones.
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4510 Medical Center Dr. Ste, 314
McKinney, TX 75069

www.exactusphysicians.com

COMPREHENSIVE PRIMARY CARE 
WITHOUT ALL THE RED TAPE.

Follow us on 
Facebook

Unlimited Access to Your Doctor 24/7

Same-Day and Next-Day Service Scheduling

Greatly reduced labs and imaging costs

Full Access Via Technology

Coordination with Specialists

SERVICES INCLUDED
IN OUR MONTHLY FEE

972.439.5639

Dr. Zieser and Family 

Frisco Rd.

75

121

399

Medical 
Center Dr.
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CITY & COUNTY

City begins water line replacement this month

McKinney works to reinstate public transportation Officials to break 
ground on new facility

MCKINNEY    In April, the city of McK-
inney will begin a 10-year project to 
replace its water service lines. 

Each year, the city takes account 
of its water quality, usage and water 
loss percentages. In May 2014, the 
city adopted a 12 percent water loss 
target as a part of the city’s Water 
Conversation Plan. 

To meet this target, it is necessary 
to replace failing copper pipes con-
tributing to water loss experienced by 

the city, officials said. 
The project will replace nearly 

14,500 copper service lines with 
more durable polyethylene pipe, also 
known as poly pipe. These service 
lines represent 54 percent of the city’s 
27,000 service connections.

 The premature failure of the cop-
per service lines is mainly due to the 
deterioration of substandard copper 
material and aggressive soil in the 
region,  city officials said.  

MCKINNEY    The McKinney Urban 
Transit District will hold its second 
meeting at 6 p.m. April 5 at McKin-
ney City Hall, 222 N. Tennessee St., 
McKinney.

The McKinney Urban Transit 
District held its first meeting Feb. 
28 to discuss potential options for 
public transit within the McKinney 
Urbanized Area, which consists of 
McKinney, Celina, Princeton, Melissa 
and Lowry Crossing. The MUTD board 

includes all members of McKinney 
City Council and representatives from 
the other four cities.

MUTD officials said they will work 
quickly to determine when public 
transit would be reinstated, which 
cities would choose to be included 
and which service provider would 
be selected. MUTD officials also said 
they would consider how much fund-
ing each entity is willing to contribute 
for service.

MCKINNEY     The city of McKinney 
and Collin College will break ground 
on the Public Safety Training Center 
at 9 a.m. April 7. 

The training center will be a 
12,800-square-foot emergency 
services training facility and will 
offer new training options for active 
emergency personnel and academy 
cadets. 

McKinney and Allen worked in 
partnership with Collin College to 
develop the center for students, and 
local police and fire departments.  

Construction on the facility is set 
to cost roughly $13 million. McKin-
ney has committed $2.2 million.

News from McKinney, Collin County COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

COLLIN COUNTY   During the March 
13 Collin County Commissioners Court 
meeting, a resolution  was signed in 
support of House Bill 1620. The bill, 
written by state Rep. Scott Sanford, 
R-McKinney, aims to allow voluntary 
caregivers the ability to temporarily care 
for children removed from their homes by 
the state. 

PLANNING AND ZONING   During the 
March 14 meeting, the board approved 
a site plan for the First United Methodist 
parking lot expansion  to be leased by the 
city.

MEETINGS

Collin County Commissioners Court 
Meets at 1:30 p.m.  April 3, 10, 17, 24 
www.collincountytx.gov

McKinney City Council  
Meets at 6 p.m. April 4, 18 
www.mckinneytexas.org

McKinney ISD board of trustees 
Meets at 7 p.m. April 25 
www.mckinneyisd.net

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_MCK
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Public safety 
training facility

Newest Senior Living Community

Now Open
in McKinney

www.emeraldcottages.com

Move-In Special!  
Membership to Apex Center Included With Lease

2551 Alma Road, McKinney | P: (972) 757-7028

Located next to The Stonefi eld Assisted Living & 
Memory Care Community

Hurry in to experience 
McKinney’s Premier 
Residential-Style Senior 
Living Community!

Only a few cottages left!

• Residential & commercial
• Fully insured 
• A+ BBB rating
• Voted Best Roofi ng Company 
   3 years running
• Warranty provided
• Serving the metroplex for 30  
   Years!

w w w. a m e r i t e x r o o f i n g . n e t

972.569.9719
517 N. Tennessee 

McKinney, TX 75069

AmeriTex
Roofing

FREE
INSPECTION & 

ESTIMATE

on a NEW roof
Mention this ad for discount

SAVE UP TO

$500
AMERITEX

ROO FI NG

Since Trusted1986

AMERITEX

ROO FI NG

Since Trusted1986
Insurance Storm Repair

• Deadline is Quickly Approaching •
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Prices and availability subject 
to change without notice.

Celebrating 28 years in Texas!

Built Around You

Auburn Hills n Trinity Falls

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 year Structural Warranty

New homes from the $310s

Voters will choose City Council 
representatives for Mayor, District 1, 
District 3 and one At Large to hold office for 
a period of four years.
Los votantes elegirán representantes del Concejo Municipal para Alcalde, 
Concejal para Distrito 1, Concejal para Distrito 3 y Concejal que represente a 
todo el municipio.

SU VOTO IMPORTA

EARLY VOTING
APRIL 24-MAY 2, 2017

VOTACIÓN ANTICIPADA 
24 DE ABRIL-2 DE MAYO, 2017

www.mckinneytexas.org/vote

REMEMBER TO VOTE MAY 6, 2017!
¡RECUERDE VOTAR EL 6 DE MAYO DE 2017!

You must be registered by April 6, 2017 to 
be eligible to vote in the May 6 election.

Debe registrarse antes del  
6 de abril de 2017 para poder votar en  

las elecciones del 6 de mayo.

CITY OF McKINNEY (CIUDAD DE McKINNEY)
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AT THE CAPITOL Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature COMPILED BY EMILY DONALDSON 

REP. SCOTT SANFORD:  
DISTRICT 70
R-McKinney • Elected: 2012
scott.sanford@house.state.tx.us

Latest news (March 22)
• Sanford voted in favor of HB 511, 

HB 5 and HB 4, all of which propose 
solutions to problems within Child 
Protective Services. 

SEN. VAN TAYLOR: DISTRICT 8

R-Plano • Elected: 2015 
van.taylor@senate.state.tx.us

Latest news (March 22)
• Taylor helped author Senate Bill 2 

to freeze property tax growth. SB 2 
passed the Senate in an 18-12 vote 
and will go through the same process 
in the House. 

REP. JODIE LAUBENBERG:  
DISTRICT 89

R-Parker • Elected: 2003
jodie.laubenberg@house.state.tx.us

Latest news (March 22)
• Laubenberg voted in favor of a 

measure to eliminate one-punch 
voting. It advanced through the 
House Elections Committee.

REP. JUSTIN HOLLAND:  
DISTRICT 33

R-Rockwall • Elected: 2016
justin.holland@house.state.tx.us

Latest news (March 22)
• Holland is on the Homeland Security 

and Public Safety Committee, which 
heard a bill requiring info about 
driving with autism in DMV offices. 

REP. JEFF LEACH: DISTRICT 67

R-Plano • Elected: 2012
jeff.leach@house.state.tx.us

Latest news (March 22)
• Leach authored HB 616 to remove 

state representative input from the 
process to award affordable housing 
tax credits. 

Follow reporter  
Emily Donaldson — 

@EmilyJDonaldson—on 
Twitter or search #CITxLege  
for live legislative coverage 

throughout the session.

FOLLOW US

NEWS AND NOTES 
FROM THE CAPITOL
Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have 
established a partnership to share essential updates during the 
85th legislative session. The Texas Tribune is the only member-
supported, digitally focused, nonpartisan news organization 
that informs and engages with Texans about public policy, 
politics, government and statewide issues.

Budget update

• On March 22, the Texas Senate Finance Committee 
approved its state budget proposal, which is expected 
to soon pass the full Texas Senate. The House 
Appropriations Committee is also expected to pass its 
own state budget plan soon. Among the developments 
in the plans: The Senate Finance Committee gave initial 
approval to budget items that would cut $180 million 
from state-funded pre-K in favor of a $40 million public-
private partnership. The House base budget didn’t 
include money for Gov. Greg Abbott’s pre-K program. 
The Senate plan also proposes significant cuts to each 
state university. It is also using an accounting maneuver 
to free up $2.5 billion in state dollars that are slated for 
the state highway fund.

Public education

• On March 23, the Senate Education Committee passed 
a bill that would create two public programs subsidizing 
private school tuition and homeschooling expenses. The 
measure now heads to the full Senate. Also, the House 
Public Education Committee recently heard education 
experts and activists testify on legislation related to the 
state’s A-F accountability system for public schools and 
districts.

Higher education

• The recent scandal at Baylor University sparked a 
bipartisan effort among legislators to take up legislation 
targeting sexual assault on college campuses. Also, 
the Senate Higher Education Committee on March 22 
considered several bills related to limiting college tuition 
increases.

Local control

• Abbott said he supports a “broad-based law” in Texas that 
pre-empts local regulations. “The goal here is to make it 
far easier for businesses to conduct operations in the state 
of Texas that deal with cross-city and cross-county lines,” 
Abbott said March 27.

The franchise tax

• The Texas Senate has approved legislation that aims to 
eventually slice—and possibly eliminate—the state’s 
franchise tax, a levy on businesses earnings that’s widely 
unpopular among the state’s Republican leadership. 

VISIT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/CAPITOL FOR MORE INFORMATION

UPDATES FROM YOUR LOCAL LEGISLATORS Here is an overview of activity from your area elected 
officials on various legislation so far this session.

FOLLOW LIVE COVERAGE ONLINE

For live coverage via our “Latest from the Lege” blog, visit  
communityimpact.com/capitol.

To follow live broadcasts of Texas House of Representatives 
proceedings, visit www.house.state.tx.us/video-audio.

To follow live broadcasts of Texas Senate proceedings, visit  
www.senate.texas.gov/av-live.php.

1 The bill regulates bathroom usage 
based on the gender printed on an 

individual’s birth certificate. The bill’s 
sponsor, state Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, 
R-Brenham, said individuals can change 
their birth certificate if they want to use a 

different bathroom.

2 The bill, which was approved March 
15 by the state Senate but awaits 

action by a state House committee, 
imposes penalties on entities where 
bathroom violations occur and not on 
individuals who violate the law. Penalties 

total as much as $10,500 for each violation. 

3 Per the law, exceptions can be 
made for custodial staff, children 

age 10 and younger and for medical 
assistance. Those testifying against the 
bill questioned whether someone could 
dress up as a custodian to illegally enter 

the bathroom of a different gender.

things to know about Senate-approved ‘bathroom bill’3

QUOTE OF NOTE

“I THINK A BROAD-BASED LAW BY ... 

TEXAS THAT SAYS ... THE STATE IS GOING 

TO PREEMPT LOCAL REGULATIONS IS A 

SUPERIOR APPROACH.” 

— GOV. GREG ABBOTT, ON LOCAL CONTROL LAWS

NUMBER TO KNOW

8,331 Total bills filed as of March 
22. Among the 11,356 

bills filed in 2015, 6,083 were passed, and 44 
were vetoed. That is an increase from the 2013 
session during which 10,630 bills were filed, 
5,909 were passed and 28 were vetoed.

From summer camp to team sports to fun at the waterpark, you’ll have  
peace-of-mind while your kids have a fabulous time. 
Allen | Frisco | McKinney | West Plano | 469.312.5225  | collegenannies.com

Your children deserve a great summer. We can help.

214-705-1789  

STONEBRIAR FUNERAL HOME  
AND CREMATION SERVICES
10375 Preston Rd.  Frisco, TX

WWW.PREPAIDFUNERALS.TEXAS.GOV

if you relocate,
your memorial plans  

move with you.

NATIONAL TRANSFERABILITY. 
IF YOU MOVE MORE THAN 75 
MILES, YOUR PLAN IS VALID 
AT ANY OF OUR LOCATIONS 

ACROSS THE COUNTRY.



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com16

HONORED TO BE BACKED BY OUR FIRST RESPONDERS



McKinney edition • April 2017 17

2016
LOCAL ELECTION GUIDE
Compiled by Nicole Luna

*IncumbentCOLLIN COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PLACE 1

www.collincollegetrustee.com 
greggomelcctrustee@gmail.com
Occupation: consultant

GREG GOMEL

PLACE 2

JERI CHAMBERS

PLACE 3

PLACE 5

STACEY DONALD

RAJ MENON*

FRED MOSES

NANCY WURZMAN

LARRY WAINWRIGHT*

972-523-6881
www.rajmenon.com
rajmenon@collin.edu
Occupation: marketing consultant

214-232-8229
lwainwright@collin.edu
Occupation: insurance agent

$600 MILLION COLLIN COLLEGE 
BOND ELECTION

In addition to more than $224 million in city bond 
propositions, Collin County voters will also consider a 
$600 million bond package for Collin College.

The Collin College board of trustees at a February 
meeting called the bond election for the May 6 
general election.

During the meeting, Collin College President Neil 
Matkin said the bond would be used to expand the 
college’s footprint throughout the county.

“Collin County is growing at an unparalleled rate 
and has become one of the fastest-growing counties 
in the nation,” he said. “By 2030, we’re expected 
to double in population and by 2040, triple. … I can 
tell you that our current footprint will not be able to 
handle [that growth].” 

The majority of the bond will be used to fund future 
campuses in Wylie, Farmersville and Celina, said Ken 
Lynn, Collin College chief financial officer. The bond 
will also fund a technical center on SH 121 and other 
college programs.

Matkin said the college has undertaken important 
steps in the process of expanding the college’s 
footprint.

Lynn said if the bond election passes, it would give 
the college the authorization to issue up to $600 
million, but it does not mean the college will use the 
entire amount.

Lynn said when the bonds are issued in 2024, the total 
property tax rate increase would be about 1.3 cents 
per $100 valuation.

972-618-7027
www.moses4trustee.com
fred@tes85.com
Occupation: business owner

972-489-8672
www.4collincollege.com
jerri@4collincollege.com
Occupation: volunteer

972-679-8987
www.facebook.com/nancy4cctrustee
nwurzman@wurzlaw.com
Occupation: attorney

214-636-3510
www.staceydonald.com
staceyforcollin@staceydonald.com
Occupation: professor

VOTER ID REQUIRED

Texas voters are required to present one of seven 
specific forms of photo ID before they may cast 
their ballot. Texas driver’s licenses, passports and 
some other IDs are accepted. Voters without a 
valid form of ID can apply for a special certificate at 
txdps.state.tx.us/driverlicense/electionid.htm.

Header: “Michael Jones - City Council
District at Large”

“Website: www.michaelhjones.com

Facebook (lets just add a FB icon)

Phone: 469-307-6695

Email: mhjones33@gmail.com”
 

Copy:
“Responsible Growth
- Infrastructure
- Economic Development
- Public Safety”

Infrastructure
Economic Development
Public Safety

Together Makes Us Be� er
Responsible Growth

MICHAEL JONES 
CITY COUNCIL 

DISTRICT AT LARGE

www.michaelhjones.com • 469.307.6695 • mhjones33@gmail.com
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Trinity Falls – 
From the mid $300s
7608 Fossil Creek Trail
McKinney, TX 75071

Sorrento at
Stonebridge –
From the high $300s 
2921 Plainfield Drive
McKinney, TX 75071

Three beautiful
communities.
Too good to pass up.

Auburn Hills –
From the high $300s
2001 Shrewsbury
McKinney, TX 75071

Come see how great living can be in McKinney with three 

communities and homes ranging from 2,002 to 4,348 sq. ft.

Want to know more? Call or visit us online.

877-318-2796 | meritagehomes.com/dfw

Any floorplan and/or elevation rendering is an artist’s conceptual rendering intended to provide a general 
overview, but any such rendering does not constitute actual plans and specifications for any home. Renderings 
and pictures are representative and may depict floorplans, elevations, options, upgrades, landscaping, and other 
features and amenities that are not included as part of all homes and/or may not be available for all lots and/
or in all communities. Renderings may not be drawn to scale. Any provided dimensions are approximate and 
actual dimensions may vary. Homes may be constructed with a floorplan that is the reverse of the floorplan 
rendering. Plans are copyrighted and/or otherwise subject to intellectual property rights of Meritage and/or others 
and cannot be reproduced or copied without Meritage’s prior written consent. Plans and specifications, home 
features, and community information are subject to change, and homes to prior sale, at any time without notice 
or obligation. Additionally, deviations and variations may exist in any constructed home, including, without limitation: (i) substitution of 
materials and equipment of substantially equal or better quality; (ii) minor style, lot orientation, and color changes; (iii) minor variances 
in square footage and in room and space dimensions, and in window, door, utility outlet, and other improvement locations; (iv) changes 
as may be required by any state, federal, county, or local governmental authority in order to accommodate requested selections and/or 
options; and (v) value engineering and field  changes. 03.10.17

Oversized Homesites

Interest List
Now Forming

 

New Model
Now Open

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

Shop Our Brand New Store!

3001 S. Hardin Blvd., Suite 106, McKinney, Tx
(972) 472-2022 • Next to the Hallmark at Eldorado and Hardin

Check Out Our 
Facebook Page 
@Wild Birds 
Unlimited of  
McKinney, Texas
for opening date!

The Doors to 
Nature are 
Opening Soon!

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

*Valid only at the store listed below.
Present Coupon for Discount. Offer
not valid on previous purchases;
one per person. Offer expires
05/12/2017 

One regularly priced Item. 
20% Off  

Shop Our Brand New Store!
3001 S. Hardin Blvd., ,Suite 106, McKinney, Tx

(972) 472-2022 • Next to the Hallmark at Eldorado and Hardin
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LOCAL ELECTION GUIDE
Compiled by Marthe Rennels

Last day to register to vote: April 6

In-person early voting: April 24-May 2 

Last day to apply for ballot by mail: April 25

Election day: May 6

IMPORTANT DATES

*IncumbentMCKINNEY CITY COUNCIL

MAYOR

214-854-2019 
www.facebook.com/ 
bishopformayor 
bishopformckinney@gmail.com 
Occupation: school bus driver

DANNY BISHOP

DISTRICT 1

469-226-7061
www.facebook.com/pearsonformckinney
dp4mckinney@gmail.com
Occupation: medical information techolo-
gy project manager

DUSTTIN PEARSON

DISTRICT 3

AT LARGE

SCOTT ELLIOTT

DEREK V. BAKER

SHEILA JOHNSON

THOMAS ‘TJ’ REILLY

GEORGE FULLER

JOHNNY MOORE

JEREMIAH J. HAMMER

MICHAEL JONES

GAVIN NICHOLSON

KEVIN M. SMALLWOOD

RANDY POGUE

LA’SHADION ANTHONY SHEMWELL

MARGARET HARSCH

CHARLIE PHILIPS

469-636-3965
scott4mckinney@gmail.com
Occupation: minority investor, account 
executive, chief operating officer 

214-551-4604
www.derekvbaker.org
derek@derekvbaker.org 
Occupation: Realtor

214-738-5560 
www.themckinneyhammer.com 
jjh@sustainable-ventures.us
Occupation: president/CEO of Sustain-
able Ventures

469-307-6695 
www.michaelhjones.com
mhjones33@gmail.com
Occupation: vice president of commercial 
lending

www.facebook.com/ 
margaret4mckinney 
margaret4mckinney@gmail.com
Occupation: manager for Electronic 
Forms Solutions

214-683-6508 
www.charliephilips.com, 
www.facebook.com/electcharlie 
philips.charlie@gmail.com 
Occupation: senior partner at Philips & 
Epperson Attorneys

214-789-7256 
www.sheilajohnsonformckinney.com 
sheilaformckinney@outlook.com 
Occupation: managing partner for Johnson 
Insurance and Financial

972-302-2798
www.reillyruns.org
tjreilly@reillyruns.org
Occupation: senior  account manager for  
Quantum Builders

469-712-4583 
www.gavinrnicholson.com 
general@gavinrnicholson.com 
Occupation: college student, web 
developer

 No information available

469-712-4343 
www.mckinneyrising.com
george@fullerformayor.com
Occupation: developer

972-824-8515
www.randyformayor.com
info@randyformayor.com 
Occupation: civil engineer

www.facebook.com/moore.johnny12  
jaymoore12@hotmail.com
Occupation: school counselor 

469-952-0435
www.shemwellfordistrict1.com, 
www.facebook.com/shemwellfordistrict1 
LaShadion@shemwellfordistrict1.com
Occupation: housing quality inspector, real 
estate agent, barber, mentor for underpriv-
ileged youth
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2016
LOCAL ELECTION GUIDE
Compiled by Marthe Rennels

*IncumbentMCKINNEY ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

PLACE 1 PLACE 2

PLACE 7 (AT-LARGE)

214-543-3692 
misdplace1@mckinneyisd.net 
Occupation: supply chain special-
ist at Raytheon

MARIA MCKINZIE*

PLACE 3

KATHI LIVEZEY*

CLAYTON MYHRE

CURTIS RIPPEE*

KENNETH USSERY

CURTIS RATH

The candidates listed in this guide will be on the May 6 local election ballot in the communities defined by Community Impact Newspaper’s McKinney coverage area. All races, 
including uncontested races, are listed. Candidates with silhouette photos were not able to be reached before press time.

214-500-7689 
claytonmyhre@yahoo.com 
Occupation: regional chief  
estimator for JPI Companies

www.facebook.com/ 
kennethusseryplace2 
Occupation: Realtor

972-542-7410 
misdplace3@mckinneyisd.net 
Occupation: retired educator

214-491-3008 
www.rippeeformisd.com 
curtis@rippeeformisd.com 
Occupation: managing partner and
chief financial officer of ACIS Inc.

469-693-2490 
www.rathpack.me 
rathpack@gmail.com 
Occupation: director of business  
development

POLLING LOCATIONS

Registered voters in Collin County can 
cast their ballot at any vote center within 
the county during early voting and on 
election day. For a complete list of Collin 
County polling locations, visit  
www.collincountytx.gov.

MCKINNEY EARLY VOTING  
LOCATIONS

Collin County Elections Office
2010 Redbud Blvd., Ste. 102, McKinney

McKinney Fire Station No. 5
6600 W. Virginia Parkway, McKinney 

McKinney Performing Arts Center
111 N. Tennessee St., McKinney

MCKINNEY ELECTION DAY 
VOTE CENTERS FOR CITY OF  
MCKINNEY AND MCKINNEY 
ISD 

John & Judy Gay Library
6861 W. Eldorado Parkway, McKinney 

McKinney City Hall
222 N. Tennessee St., McKinney

McKinney Fire Station No. 5
6600 W. Virginia Parkway, McKinney

Slaughter Elementary School
2706 Wolford Ave., McKinney

MCKINNEY ELECTION DAY 
VOTE CENTERS FOR  MCKIN-
NEY ISD 
AND COLLIN COLLEGE

Collin College Central Park campus 
2200 W. University Drive, McKinney

Collin College Higher Education 
Center 
3452 Spur 399, McKinney

SOURCES: CITY OF MCKINNEY, COLLIN COLLEGE, MCKINNEY 
ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Early Voting: April 24 - May 2
Election Day: May 6

SheilaJohnsonforMcKinney.comPaid for by Sheila Johnson Campaign 
Michelle Prince, Treasurer

VOTE!

450 Endorsements
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ART MEETS FLORAL

Come By And Cast Your Vote 
For The People’s Choice Award

Regional Event Open to the Public
APRIL 25-29, 2017
10am - 3pm Daily

 205 W Hunt Street, McKinney, TX | www.heardcraig.org

Promotional funding courtesy of MCDC

Oksana 
Toporina, 

Floral 
Designer

FREE ADMISSION FRIDAY WITH THIS AD
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6-7   ‘Wagon Wheels a-Rollin’
This fast-paced spoof of the 

Old West tells of woe falling upon Chuck 
Wagon’s wagon train, stranded in the 
Whistling Skull Rock outside the tiny 
town of Vinegar Bottle. The wagon train 
gets robbed by the mysterious outlaw 
known as “The Snake,” but Chuck is 
accused of being the bandit through a 
plot twist. 7-9 p.m. $7. McKinney Per-
forming Arts Center, Courtroom Theater, 
111 N. Tennessee St. 972-547-2650.  
www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.org 

6-7   ’Transfigured Night’ 
concert

Composed during the height of roman-
ticism, “Transfigured Night” is set to the 
poem by Richard Dehmel, which depicts 
an unconditional love of a man whose 
wife had just confessed that the child 
she carries is not his. 8-9:15 p.m. $11.50 
(seniors online), $15.50 (adults online), 
prices increase at the door. Church St. 
Auditorium, 306 N. Church St.  
940-594-8790.  
www.odysseusorchestra.com.  
odysseuschamberorchestra@gmail.com 

7-9 Arts in Bloom 
Hosted by McKinney Main 

Street, the McKinney Performing Arts 
Center and the shops in downtown 
McKinney, the event features artwork, 
music, a wine garden, food and 
shopping. Over 150 local, regional and 
nationally recognized artists, including 
painters, sculptors, jewelry makers, 
photographers and woodworkers, line 
the streets throughout the downtown 
area to showcase their talents. 4-11 
p.m. (Fri.), 10 a.m.-11 p.m. (Sat.), 
noon-5 p.m. (Sun.). Free. Historic 
Downtown McKinney, 111 N. Tennes-
see St. 972-547-2600. 
www.mckinneytexas.org

8 Run for Cover 
The 17th annual event including 

a 1K walk and 5K and 10K runs raises 
money for people experiencing home-
lessness in Collin County. Proceeds go 
to The Samaritan Inn, Shiloh Place  and 
Family Promise. 7:30-10 a.m. $15 (1K), 
$30 (5K), $35 (10K). Playtri, 7951 Collin 
McKinney Parkway.  www.3emckinney.
com/run-for-cover. nancye@ 
3emckinney.com, jim@3emckinney.com  

15  Helicopter Easter egg drop
Hosted by Revolution Church, the 

event includes 10,000 Easter eggs dropped 
from a helicopter, seven different stations 
for various age groups, food trucks, face 
painting, bounce houses, balloon animals 
and the Easter bunny. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Free 
(admission). Ledbetter Park, 3212 Blue-
wood Drive. 512-612-0859.  
www.revchurchtx.com. 
randy@revchurchtx.com 

21  ‘The Family Next Door’ 
The McKinney Performing Arts 

Center and National Autism Associa-
tion present the film about the Lund 
family and its experience with autism. 
Filmmakers documented the family for 
16 months. 7-9:30 p.m. $10. McKinney 
Performing Arts Center, Courtroom 
Theater, 111 N. Tennessee St. 972-547-
2650. www.mckinneyperforming-
artscenter.org 

21-23   Spring plant sale 
Heard Natural Science 

Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary hosts 
the fundraising event for gardeners to 
purchase plants, including natives, hard-
to-find herbs and well-adapted plants. The 
sale also includes over 1,000 milkweed 
plants. 4-7 p.m. (Fri., museum members 
only), 9 a.m.-5 p.m. (Sat., open to the 
public), 1-5 p.m. (Sun., open to the public). 
Free (admission). Heard Natural Science 
Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary, 1 Nature 
Place. 972-562-5566.  
www.heardmuseum.org.  
info@heardmuseum.org 

22 Collin County Master 
Gardeners plant sale 

The 14th annual plant sale features hun-
dreds of varieties of plants recommended 
by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, 
including annuals, perennials, trees, 
shrubs, vegetables, herbs and grasses for 
sun, part-sun and shade. Collin County 
Master Gardeners are on hand to answer 
questions. There are also children’s activi-
ties. Personal carts or wagons are encour-
aged. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free (admission and 
parking). Myers Park Event Center, Show 
Barn, 7117 CR 166. 972-548-4219.  
www.ccmgatx.org 

22  Harry’s annual crawfish boil 
In celebration of its third anniver-

sary, Harry’s at The Harbor hosts its third 
annual crawfish boil. Its standard sides of 
sausage, corn and potatoes are available, 
and the event includes live music. 11 
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a.m.-until crawfish runs out. Various prices. 
Harry’s at the Harbor, 6601 Mediterranean 
Drive. 214-592-0240. www.harrysatthe 
harbor.com. harrysattheharbor@att.net 

25-29  Art Meets Floral 
The regional design 

competition marries paintings with floral 
art and is open to artists and florists in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area. The public is 
invited to view the works and cast a vote 
for the People’s Choice Award for the 
best floral interpretation of a painting. 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. (Tue.-Fri.), 9 a.m.-6 p.m. (Sat.). 
$5. Heard-Craig Center for the Arts, 205 
W. Hunt St. 972-569-6909.  
https://heard-craig.ticketleap.com 

27  Empty Bowls McKinney 
The annual fundraising event 

aims to end hunger in the community. 
Guests choose from hundreds of hand-
crafted bowls, then sample specialty 
soups, bread and sweets prepared 
by local restaurants. Other activities 
include an online silent auction fea-
turing artisan bowls, a raffle featuring 
bowls from the showcase collection and 
the sale of limited-edition collection 
of bowls. 5:30-7:30 p.m. Free (age 10 
and younger), $25 (age 11 and older). 
McKinney Performing Arts Center,  
111 N. Tennessee St. 972-547-2650. 

www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.
org 

28-30  ‘King Lear’ 
The McKinney Reper-

tory Theatre Young Actors Guild presents 
the William Shakespeare show depicting 
the gradual descent into madness of the 
title character. King Lear disposes of his 
kingdom giving bequests to two of his 
three daughters, bringing tragic conse-
quences for all. 7:30 p.m. (Fri.), 2:30 and 
7:30 p.m. (Sat.), 2:30 p.m. (Sun.). $6 (guild 
members), $8 (students and seniors), $12 
(adults). McKinney Performing Arts Center, 
Courtroom Theater, 111 N. Tennessee St. 
972-547-2650.  
www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.org

29  Night Moves Glow Run & Kid K 
The race at The Guitar Sanctu-

ary features a fun run through Adriatica 
and McKinney. Participants receive a shirt 
and three glow products. All registered 
participants are treated to a concert, pizza 
and two drinks. Spectators are invited to 
the concert. 7:30 p.m. $15 (Kids K), $25 
(glow run), $80 (glow run team of four), 
prices increase April 23. The Guitar Sanc-
tuary, 6633 Virginia Parkway.  
972-540-9293. www.playtri.com/night-
moves 

APRIL

22-23 
Plano Artfest
The community event is built around artistic inclusiveness, creative 
curiosities and cultural connection. This year’s Artfest features 

a Saturday night experience geared toward a more contemporary art crowd, and 
Sunday is the traditional day for young families and art lovers of all types. The festival 
includes live music, performances from local arts groups, an artist village of crafters 
and makers, family chalk art, a children’s area and food trucks. 5-11 p.m. (Sat.), 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. (Sun.). Free. McCall Plaza, 989 E. 15th St., Plano (Sat.); Haggard Park,  
901 E. 15th St. (Sun.). 972-468-1588. www.planoartfest.com 

ONLINE CALENDAR

Find more or submit McKinney events 
at communityimpact.com/events. 

Event organizers can submit local 
events online to be considered for 
the print edition. Submitting details 
for consideration does not guarantee 
publication.  

COMPILED BY TARA POHLMEYER
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ACADEMIC

Camp Invention
Camp Invention is a weeklong summer camp at 
which students entering first through sixth grades 
will brainstorm, tinker, create and invent. Campers 
will use real tools, circuits and materials from the 
district’s supplies to build prototypes. They will 
create a personalized motor-powered vehicle, take 
apart electronics to construct an insect-themed 
pinball machine and find inspiration from other in-
ventors. There are two options for the camp. The 
first will run from June 19-23, Monday through 
Friday, and the second will run July 17-21, Mon-
day through Friday. Meals and transportation are 
not provided.

Minshew Elementary School,
300 Joplin Drive, McKinney
469-302-5400
www.mckinneyisd.net

Little Rascals camps
These camps are offered by the city’s parks and 
recreation department. There are multiple themes 
depending on the day. Camps are offered for ages 
7-8 from 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day on June 5-9 and July 31-Aug.4. Fees are $151 
for residents and $162 for nonresidents. 

McKinney Community Center,
2001 S. Central Expressway, McKinney
972-547-2686, 972-547-2687
www.mckinneytexas.org/576/camps

Youth camps
These camps are offered by the city’s parks and 
recreation department. There are multiple themes 
depending on the day. Camps are offered for ages 
9-11 from 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day on June 19-23, July 10-14  and July 24-28. Fees 
are $151 for residents and $162 for nonresidents. 

McKinney Community Center,
2001 S. Central Expressway, McKinney
972-547-2686, 972-547-2687
www.mckinneytexas.org/576/camps

Teen camps
These camps are offered by the city’s parks and 
recreation department. There are multiple themes 
depending on the day. Camps are offered for ages 
12-14 at various times Monday through Friday on 
June 12-16, June 26-30 and July 17-21. Fees are 
$151 for residents and $162 for nonresidents. 

McKinney Community Center,
2001 S. Central Expressway, McKinney
972-547-2686, 972-547-2687
www.mckinneytexas.org/576/camps

Summer is on the way, and although students may be dreaming of sleeping in, some 
parents are wondering what to do when the school year ends. Local organizations, 
the city of McKinney and McKinney ISD offer many options to help entertain children 
of all ages this summer. The following list is just a snapshot of the camps being 
offered in McKinney. 

Download a PDF of this guide at communityimpact.com/guides-gallery

COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS   DESIGNED BY CATHY CHEDRAWI

SUMMER
CAMP GUIDE

2017

SCOPE Summer Scholars Camp
This is McKinney ISD’s first year to host the 
SCOPE camp. The camp is designed for 
advanced learners who want to continue to chal-
lenge their brains during the summer. The camp 
is designed for third- through ninth-graders and 
runs June 12-15 on Monday and Thursday. Meals 
and transportation are not provided.

Cockrill Middle School,
1351 N. Hardin Blvd., McKinney
469-302-4000
www.mckinneyisd.net

ARTS & 
PERFORMANCE

Teen intensive drawing camp
This camp focuses on disciplined approaches 
to drawing. Fundamentals of line, shading, perspec-
tive, proportion and life-drawing will be explored. 
A cartooning component will also be featured, and 
students will be exposed to a variety of drawing me-
dia. The camp is for students in sixth through 12th 
grades and costs $190. Camps run from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays throughout July.

McKinney Art House,
502 N. Kentucky St., McKinney
469-952-2787
www.arthousetx.com

DAY CAMPS
Sink or Swim
This camp is offered by the city’s parks and 
recreation department. Children will spend the 
day at Hawaiian Falls water park, and camp fees 
include tickets to all activities, transportation and 
supervision. Camps are offered daily from 7:30 
a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through Friday on June 19-
23 and Aug. 7-11 for ages 7-12. Camps are $125 
for residents and $130 for nonresidents per day.

Old Settler’s Recreation Center,
201 E. Louisiana St., McKinney
972-547-7489
www.mckinneytexas.org/576/camps

Unique by Nature
This camp is offered by the city’s parks and 
recreation department. Campers will participate 
in team-building activities, learn navigation 
skills and build self-reliance. The day camp fees 
include tickets to all activities, transportation and 
supervision. Camps are offered daily from 7:30 
a.m-6 p.m. Monday-Friday on July 10-14  for ages 
7-12. Camps are $125 for residents and $130 for 
nonresidents per day.

Old Settler’s Recreation Center
201 E. Louisiana St., McKinney
972-547-7489
www.mckinneytexas.org/576/camps

GUIDE A non-comprehensive guide to summer camps in McKinney

ADVENTURE 
CAMPS

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 
WHEN CHOOSING A SUMMER 
CAMP FOR YOUR CHILD

1. Consider how the camp schedule fits 
into your summer schedule. 

2. Find out the ratio of staff 
members to campers. 

It is important for parents to know 
how many staff members per child the camp 
makes available, according to Domjan.

5th Annual McKinney Tour de Coop

Saturday • April 29, 2017
9am-2pm

Tickets Available: mckinneytourdecoop.com

Farmers Market, Every Saturday, 8am-Noon

Fancy Coop Tour, Classes, Vendors & Activities
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McKinney property tax revenue

Year

2012 2013 2014 2015

$43.5M
$45.2M

$49.5M
$55.7M

$62.3M

MCKINNEYMCKINNEY
The city of McKinney has been able to decrease its tax rate and still collect more 
in property tax revenue. Increases in taxable values and a growing tax base have 
contributed to increasing revenue. Under Senate Bill 2, the city would have to call a 
rollback election if revenue continues to increase more than 5 percent.
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this session comes from Sen. Paul 
Bettencourt, R-Houston. Bettencourt 
filed Senate Bill 2, the Texas Property 
Tax Reform and Relief Act, on Nov. 29. 
It was given top priority by Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick. On March 21, the bill was 
approved by the state Senate and sent 
to the House of Representatives for a 
vote.

“Texans have told us loud and 
clear that common-sense property tax 
reform legislation is long overdue,” 
Patrick said. “Property taxes are driv-
ing people out of their homes and 
hampering business expansion and 
growth. It’s time for this to stop.”

In its initial form, SB 2 would have 
lowered the revenue increase cap from 
its current cap of 8 percent to 4 percent. 
This would have allowed property tax 
revenue to increase by no more than 4 
percent from year to year—unless vot-
ers approved a larger increase in a spe-
cial rollback election. 

As it stands now, a rollback election 
would only be triggered when reve-
nue increases exceed 8 percent and 
a signed petition must be submitted 
before an election would be held.

However, during the March 14 Sen-
ate hearing, an amendment was made 
that changed the proposed 4 percent 
threshold to 5 percent with the hope 
that the extra 1 percent would still 
enable cities and political jurisdictions 
to carry out services for citizens. 

During the hearing, Bettencourt 
noted the rollback rate was capped at 5 
percent in 1979 during a period of high 
inflation, but with a changing econ-
omy, the rate was raised to 8 percent.

Officials with the Texas Municipal 
League—a nonprofit that advocates for 
legislative issues on behalf of Texas 
cities—describe the proposed rollback 

new or expanded personnel, programs 
and capital expenditures would proba-
bly be affected.

“That would result in the city not 
being able to keep up with service 
demands in a rapidly growing commu-
nity,” he said. “For example, requests 
for new personnel, including needed 
fire and police staffing, [would] likely 
not be met.”

Grimes said meeting the lowered 
revenue rate may also require reduc-
tions to the city’s street maintenance 
program. Other impacts include fewer 
contributions to the city’s equip-
ment and facilities replacement fund, 
which is used to cash fund equipment 
replacement purchases and facility 
renovations. In order to replace equip-
ment, the city would have to forego the 
purchases or borrow the funds.

CHANGES IF SB 2 IS PASSED

If the bill passes, SB 2 would pres-
sure a taxing entity to lower its tax 
rate to compensate for increases in 
assessed property values, Bettencourt 
said. As a result, the amount a home-
owner’s property tax bill could go up 
each year would be limited.

Under existing rules, citizens must 
petition to bring about a rollback 
election in which voters can decide to 
reject a proposed tax rate. 

Under the newly amended 
SB 2, the election would be trig-
gered automatically whenever a  
5 percent increase in property tax rev-
enue from the previous year is reached 
or passed.

The election would be held during 
the uniform election date in Novem-
ber. The ballot language must include 
the adopted tax rate—the rate set for 
budgeting purposes—as well as the 
difference between that rate and the 
rollback tax rate—the rate that would 
need to be set to stay under the 5 per-
cent revenue cap. 

The bill would affect cities and coun-
ties but not municipal utility districts, 
school districts or emergency services 
districts, which are separate from city 
emergency services.

In addition to reducing the rollback 
rate, SB 2 would also install a series 
of appraisal reforms, including the 
creation of oversight boards, raising 
small-business exemptions and stan-
dardizing the date for property owners 
to protest their appraisals.

LOCAL IMPACT

McKinney Mayor Brian Loughmiller 
said it is important all McKinney resi-
dents and state legislators understand 
what a reduced rollback rate could 

rate reduction as an “assault on pub-
lic safety, economic development and 
transportation.” And officials in cities 
and counties across the state, includ-
ing McKinney, have expressed con-
cerns about how SB 2 could restrict 
future budgets.

“The largest budget item for every 
city in Texas is public safety—police, 
firefighting and emergency medical 
services,” TML Executive Director  
Bennett Sandlin said in a statement. 
“Politicians can’t proclaim their sup-
port for first responders and then turn 
around and vote to restrict the funding 
that pays for [their] salaries, equip-
ment, vehicles, health insurance and  
pensions.”

McKinney City Manager Paul Grimes 
said the change in the amendment 
does little to help growing cities.

“The amendment barely has an 
impact [for the city], and the concept 
of taking away local control of taxing 
and spending decisions—and away 
from the people, I might add—is unac-
ceptable,” Grimes said. “We will con-
tinue to oppose this ruse to take local 
authority away from the highly suc-
cessful communities of Texas and give 
it to the state.”

Grimes said public safety makes up 
40 percent of the city’s budget and  
60 percent of the city’s personnel costs. 
Should SB 2 pass, Grimes said the city 
would likely continue to fund these 
salaries. However, vacant positions, 

mean for the city and its growth during 
the next 25 years as the city inches 
toward build-out. 

The city estimates on an average 
McKinney home, lowering the rollback 
rate from 8 percent to 5 percent for fis-
cal year 2017-18 would equate to about 
$36 per year—or $3 a month—of sav-
ings. However, Loughmiller said this 
equates to millions in lost revenue to 
the city.

Cities are also looking at how they 
would budget given a mandatory roll-
back election. Frisco officials said 
they would have to prepare two bud-
gets: one if residents passed their roll-
back rate and one if they did not. For  
McKinney, Grimes said city staff would 
create one budget but prepare rec-
ommended cuts to that budget in the 
event SB2 is passed. Grimes said that 
process will require significant staff 
time to prepare those assumptions. 

Loughmiller said the city of McKin-
ney’s portion of the average property 
tax bill is only 23 percent of the entire 
property tax levy, leaving 9 percent 
to Collin County, 3 percent to Collin  
College and 65 percent to the  
appropriate school district. 

“In evaluating the various pools of 
money that make up our tax bill at 
the local level,” he said, “the effort to 
look exclusively to cities as opposed 
to reforming other areas, including 
school finance and appraisal issues, 
seems to be misplaced given the bulk 
of an person’s tax bill is school district 
tax as opposed to the city tax rate.”

Under SB 2, the city of McKinney 
would have been required to hold a 
rollback election each year beginning 
in FY 2015-16.

CALL FOR REFORM

Bettencourt, who serves as chair-
man of the Senate Select Committee on 
Property Tax Reform, hosted a series of 
town hall meetings across the state in 
2016. 

“In hearing after hearing, the com-
mittee heard the same message loud 
and clear: Texans are asking for and 
deserve property tax relief,” Betten-
court said. “Whether it was homeown-
ers testifying that they are unable to 
keep up with their property tax bills, 
small-business owners seeing their 
hard-earned profits go out the window, 
or big businesses testifying that they 
are locating new plants and taking 
jobs out of Texas due to high property 
taxes, they are all saying that property 
taxes are rising too fast.” 

The state tax code requires appraisal 
districts to adopt a written reap-
praisal plan every two years to ensure 

2016

Although McKinney’s property 
tax rate has lowered, the tax 
revenue has increased.

“WE WILL CONTINUE TO 
OPPOSE THIS RUSE TO TAKE 
LOCAL AUTHORITY AWAY FROM 
THE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL 
COMMUNITIES OF TEXAS AND 
GIVE IT TO THE STATE.”

— PAUL GRIMES, CITY MANAGER
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IN  
MCKINNEYA closer look

McKinney
2014: $240,147
2016: $299,925

Assessed property values 
rose significantly in McKinney 
between 2014 and 2016 in all 
three  ZIP codes that cover the 
city. The average taxable values 
for McKinney are listed below.

IN  
MCKINNEY

SOURCES: COLLIN CENTRAL APPRAISAL DISTRICT, CITY OF 
MCKINNEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

A closer look

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

SOURCES: COLLIN CENTRAL APPRAISAL DISTRICT, COLLIN COUNTY, CITY OF MCKINNEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

Although McKinney’s property tax rate was lower in 2016 than 
2014, increases in assessed values caused tax bills to rise.

2014 bill

The city’s tax rate decreased in 2016, but residents still owed more in 
property taxes because the taxable values increased.

The city’s tax rate last year was $0.585 per $100 valuation. However, the 
taxable value for properties in McKinney increased from 2014.

2016 bill
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Taxable value  

$240, 147
City property  

tax owed 

$1,404.86

City tax rate  

$0.585 
per $100 valuation

Taxable value  

$299,925
City property  

tax owed 

$1,748.56

City tax rate  

$0.583 
per $100 valuation

E. UNIVERSITY DR.

380

75

121
TOLL

N

Map not to scale

appraisals accurately reflect changes 
in the real estate market. 

However, critics such as Betten-
court claim the system still produces 
assessed values that do not correlate 

with what is actually happening in the 
market. 

TOTAL PROPERTY 
TAXES PAID

$7,806.32

$249.66

$686.14

$1,777.86

$5,092.66

Collin College

Collin County

City of McKinney

McKinney ISD

EXAMPLE HOME VALUE
$304,950

2
0

1
6

PROPERTY TAX BREAKDOWN
The total property tax bill is split between four different taxing entities, however, SB 2 
focuses only on city and county revenues.

For a physician referral or for more information about scoliosis services at a location  
near you, call 214.556.0573 or visit us online at BaylorScoliosisCenter.com.

“Baylor Scoliosis Center took on the scoliosis others called hopeless.” 

Loreen Anderson’s 1974 scoliosis treatment no longer supported her 

spine, and the consequences were dire. “It was hard to walk, lift or 

even breathe.” A six-month search for a medical solution close to her 

home in Florida got her nowhere. “Everyone I saw said my case was 

too severe.” Then an online search led her to Baylor Scoliosis Center. 

“At last, someone wanted to help.” She flew out to meet with the 

scoliosis team. “I felt absolute confidence in the surgeon’s plan.”  

It was confidence well-placed. Her old rods were removed and her 

spine realigned with a custom-designed framework for support. 

Loreen couldn’t be more delighted with the care or the results.  

“My spine is now straight as an arrow.”

Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community 
or affiliated medical centers and do not provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers or Baylor Scott & 
White Health. ©2017 Baylor Scott & White.  BSWH_489_2016 CE 03.17

R E A L  PAT I E N T S .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

‘‘Baylor Scoliosis Center
   took on the case
      others called
         hopeless.’’
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exemptions to the Texas Department of 
State Health Services each year. In the 
2015-16 school year, the most recent in 
which data was collected, the rate of 
students in MISD who had filed for vac-
cine exemptions rose to 1.8 percent—
more than double the state average.

The same pattern holds for other 
districts in Collin County, which has 
the 13th-highest exemption rate of the 
state’s 254 counties at 1.92 percent.

The trend, if it continues on its cur-
rent trajectory, threatens to undermine 
what vaccine researchers call herd 
immunity, where a population’s high 
vaccination rates help slow the spread 
of vaccine-preventable diseases, pro-
tecting both the unvaccinated and 
people for whom vaccines are not fully 
effective.

“That is the biggest concern with 
those vaccination exemption rates ris-
ing is that we no longer have that herd 
immunity once you reach a certain 
percentage,” said Julie Blankenship, 
director of health services for MISD. 
“But we are only at 1.8 [percent], so we 
aren’t really at that point.”

Although the state health agency 
does not yet recognize a “significant 
concern statewide” as a result of the 
trend, aan agency spokesperson said 
the risk of outbreaks increases as  
vaccination rates continue their steady 
decline in school districts throughout 
Texas. 

“There’s not a number that I think 

we can point to that at ‘X,’ it’s going to 
be a problem,” said Chris Van Deusen, 
a spokesperson for the agency. “It’s 
really kind of a sliding scale, if you 
will. The more unvaccinated individu-
als you have, the more likely you could 
have some sort of outbreak.”

In neighboring Denton County, 
where more than 2 percent of students 
countywide have received conscien-
tious exemptions, a top health official 
says herd immunity is already being 
undermined.

“Having twice the state average, 
that’s a concern to us because we 
believe vaccines are a good way to 
prevent communicable and infectious 
diseases,” said Matt Richardson, Den-
ton County director of public health. 
“So we think [vaccination] is a good 
way to protect the public, and we think 
a 2 percent number is still too high.” 

POLICY AND DEMOGRAPHICS

At least two proposals being con-
sidered by the Texas Legislature this 
session would make it more difficult 
for parents to obtain an exemption. 
House Bill 241 would require a doctor’s 
consultation before parents obtain an 
exemption; HB 126 would require par-
ents to first review online education 
materials. 

Another bill, HB 1124, would make 
it easier to obtain an exemption by 
making the relevant forms available 
for download on the state health 
agency’s website, simplifying the 

current multistep process that includes 
requesting a mailed form from the 
agency website and submitting a nota-
rized affidavit to the child’s school.

Some have organized to lobby 
against legislative efforts to curb 
exemption rates, including Texans for 
Vaccine Choice, based in the North 
Texas suburb Keller. 

“These bills would place a barrier 
between parents and their exemp-
tions,” the group’s Director of State 
Policy Rebecca Hardy said. “These 
bills also assume the parents that are 
requesting these exemptions are uned-
ucated, when in fact all the research 
shows that those that choose personal-
ized vaccination schedules are, in fact, 
quite educated.”

A government study of data from the 
2009 National Immunization Survey 
found that parents who delay or refuse 
vaccinations for their children are 
more likely than the average person to 
have graduated from college and have 
a household income at least four times 
the federal poverty line, among other 
factors associated with higher socio-
economic status.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention analyzed survey responses 
from a sample of 11,206 children and 
determined children were vaccinated 
at lower rates across the board if their 
parents believed vaccines could result 
in serious side effects or that too many 
vaccines could overwhelm a child’s 
immune system.

The study also found parents who 
delayed and refused vaccines are more 
likely to be white than those who nei-
ther delayed nor refused.

In Collin County, the median 2015 
household income was $84,735, or 
more than four times the poverty level 
for a three-person household, accord-
ing to U.S. Census surveys. Nearly half 
of Collin County adults age 25 and 
older had at least a bachelor’s degree, 
compared to 30 percent nationwide. 
Roughly six in 10 people in Collin 
County in 2015 were non-Hispanic 
whites, which was roughly equivalent 
to nationwide rates. 

Because parents are not required to 
report their reasons for filing for con-
scientious exemptions, MISD health 
officials do not have a comprehensive 
picture of which parents are electing 
not to vaccinate their children or why. 

Blankenship said some parents have 
filed for exemptions simply to delay an 
immunization, as opposed to others 
who may be acting based on informa-
tion they read online.

The district has seen a number of 
exemption requests for 3-year-olds at 
the preschool level and seventh-grad-
ers, Blankenship said. Aside from 
anecdotal evidence, it is unclear why 
parents are opting out of the shots, she 
said.

Hardy, after citing a handful of exam-
ples of private and charter schools 
that have high exemption rates and 
no recent disease outbreaks, said her 

Vaccine exemptions on the rise
In 2003, the Texas Legislature allowed parents to file for vaccine exemptions for 

reasons of conscience, whereas before there had only been exemptions for medical or religious reasons. Since then, 

vaccine exemption rates have increased steadily across the state—and are more pronounced in Collin County.

Some Collin County school districts outstrip statewide trends
DESIGNED BY BREANNA FLORES

SOURCE: TEXAS STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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group promotes access to exemptions 
without weighing in on the scientific 
consensus on declining vaccination 
rates and herd immunity.

“They’re following their religious 
and other deeply held convictions,” 
Hardy said of parents filing for  
exemptions.

But state health officials say such 
examples of small populations that 
avoid outbreaks are not reflective 
of the broader risks associated with 
declining vaccination rates. For an 
outbreak to occur, Van Deusen said, it 
is not enough to simply have low vacci-
nation rates; the disease, made rare by 
the widespread use of vaccines, must 
also be reintroduced to the population. 

Diseases such as measles are some-
times introduced after a person close 
to the community travels to another 
country where the disease is still cir-
culating, Van Deusen said. In 2013, a 
large church northwest of Fort Worth 
that promoted skepticism of vac-
cines saw nearly two dozen cases of 
measles after a member contracted 
it while visiting Indonesia, he said.  

MONITORING VACCINATION RATES

In Texas, residents can file for two 
types of vaccination exemption. 

The first is a medical exemption, 
which requires a physician to confirm 
a vaccine would harm the health of a 
child. 

The other method—which is tracked 
by the state—is an exemption based on 
reasons of conscience, including reli-
gious beliefs.

At MISD, officials have protocols for 
reacting to an outbreak but say they 
look to the state and county for guid-
ance regarding vaccination rates. 

The district has seen isolated cases 
of whooping cough, a disease for 
which students are regularly vacci-
nated, but nothing that qualified as 
an outbreak, Blankenship said. In the 
event of an outbreak, unvaccinated 
students—including those who are 
exempt for reasons of conscience—
may be sent home from school for mul-
tiple days without an excused absence, 
Blankenship said.

The state agency that compiles the 
district exemption rates each year does 
not analyze it in great detail, leaving 
that up to independent researchers, 
Van Deusen said. And since there is no 
hard-and-fast cutoff for what exemp-
tion rates are considered too high, the 
state offers districts little guidance on 
that question.

Because exemptions are allowed by 
state law, the state has limited tools for 
addressing vaccination rate increases, 
Van Deusen said.

“Obviously, we fall back on the sci-
ence and we talk about the benefits 
of immunization and how important 
they’ve been over the decades, since 
they were one of the ultimate achieve-
ments of public health in the 20th  
century,” Van Deusen said.

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

MINIMUM TEXAS  
VACCINE REQUIREMENTS 
Below are the vaccine requirements for students 
through 12th grade as outlined in the  
Texas Administrative Code. The Texas Department 
of State Health Services is given the  
authority to set immunization requirements in 
Chapter 38 of the Texas Education Code.

Diphtheria/tetanus/pertussis:  

4-5 doses depending on age 

Polio:  

3-4 doses depending on age

Measles, mumps and rubella:  

2 doses

Hepatitis B:  

3 doses

Varicella (chickenpox):  

2 doses

Meningococcal:  

1 dose (7th-12th grade)

Hepatitis A:  

2 doses

Texas law allows  
vaccine exemptions  
in two cases: 

• When a physician writes 
a medical exemption 
statement that a vaccine 
or vaccines would be 
medically harmful to the 
health and well-being of 
the child or a household 
member

• When parents or 
guardians choose not 
to vaccinate for reason 
of conscience, which 
includes religious belief

The law does not 
allow vaccination 
exemptions because of 
the inconvenience of 
receiving vaccinations.

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

972-377-8188
YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD ROOFER

STORM DAMAGE
SPECIALISTS

Serving Denton & Collin County Since 2004

www.townandcountryroofingdfw.com              4900 Preston Rd., Suite 101, Frisco TX 75034 
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ON THE MARKET  (FEBRUARY 2017)

MARKET DATA

Price 75069 75070 75071

$375,000

$350,000

$325,000

$300,000

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN FEBRUARY  2016  VS.  2017

+30%

+8.5%
+13%

Builders include: David Weekley Homes, 
Darling Homes, Southern Land Homebuilding  
Square footage: 1,799-3,540 

Home values: $418,345-$538,567

Amenities: resort-style pool, residents club, 
parks, trails and open space

Schools: Baker Elementary School, Rogers 
Middle School Academy, Prosper High School

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact 
Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current 
information.

Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real 
Estate Information System (NTREIS)
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Collin County

1,481 1,500

 2016 VS.  2017

Tucker Hill is known for its architecture, 
horticulture, sidewalks, parks and open spaces. 
Tucker Hill offers a mixture of street designs 
that feature rear, front, detached or side-entry 
garages.

Tucker Hill is being developed as a “traditional 
neighborhood development,” which is a  
development philosophy that focuses on 
authentic period architecture, especially what 
was once common to the area, and not mass-
produced, streamlined building.

$287,873 $323,750

Median sale price

Homes on the market

378 476

39 54

Average days on the market

97.7% 97.3%

Percent of original price received

223 215

Homes under contract

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

TUCKER HILL PHASE 3

 

Frisco
2016: 528

2017: 655

HOMES ON THE MARKET  
CITY COMPARISON  
(FEBRUARY 2017)

121

DNT
TOLL

380

75

REAL ESTATE

P
H

O
TO

S 
C

O
U

R
TE

SY
 T

U
C

K
E

R
 H

IL
L

Plano
2016: 411

2017: 457

McKinney
2016: 378

2017: 476

Personal Service.  Quality.  Results.

Contact us for our no obligation  
“Prepare Your Home to Sell Package”.

Includes staging and market analysis.

Monica Szewczyk  972-979-4699 Julie Williams  972-838-0262W W W. T E X A S P R O P E RT YS I S T E R S . C O M
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DINING
Cookies in Bloom ....................................... 33

Harry’s at the Harbor ................................. 33

Sali’s Italian ............................................... 33

San Miguel Grill ......................................... 32

Smoothie King ........................................... 32

Taco Crush................................................. 33

NON-PROFIT
Habitat for Humanity and ReStore - North 

Collin County ............................................ 32

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
1911 Academy .......................................... 32

RETAIL
Dobson Floors Flooring America ................ 35

Home Consignment Center ....................... 34

Experimac ................................................. 33

Orisons Art & Framing ............................... 32

Gas Logs  |  Fireplace  |  BBQ Gri l l s  and Smokers

20%  OFF
ANY REAL FYRE GAS LOG SET IN STOCK 

Bring your f ireplace measurements. Expires 5/5/17

We specialize in fireplaces, fireplace doors and screens, wood burning 
stoves and inserts, gas logs, fireglass, mantles, gas grills/cookers/smokers, 

grilling accessories, and fireplace accessories. 
The Firehouse also does installations.

109 C E N T R A L  E X P Y.  N,  #521
 A L L E N, T X  75013

 972-727-0818

W W W.F I R E H O U S E T E X A S .C O M

Stacy Rd.

Andrews Pkwy.

Exchange Pkwy.

75
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Free
order of 

Chile con Queso 
With food purchase. 

Expires 5/5/17

WEDNESDAY 
ALL DAY HAPPY HOUR

$2 Beer/Margaritas
$3 Top Shelf Margaritas

 Chile Relleno

Filete San Miguel

Tacos Al Carbon

Fish and Shrimp al Ajillo

Plus All Your Tex-Mex 
Favorites!

506 W. University Dr. | (972) 548-2345 | sanmiguelgrillmex.com
Mon-Thu: 11:00 - 9:00 | Fri-Sat: 11:00 - 10:00 | Sunday: Closed 380
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Featuring traditional 
mexican dishes

1920 W. Eldorado Pkwy. Ste 700
McKinney, TX 75069

972-548-7111

Slim Down with 
Smoothie King!

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this 
location. Not good with any other offer. One Coupon per 
person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. Some restrictions 
may apply. Exp. 5/5/17

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this 
location. Not good with any other offer. One Coupon 
per person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. Some 
restrictions may apply. Exp. 5/5/17

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at 
this location. Not good with any other offer. One 

Coupon per person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. 
Some restrictions may apply. Exp. 5/5/17

$1.99 BREAKFAST
ANGEL FOOD SMALL SMOOTHIE 

BEFORE 10AM

$2.99 DINNER
ANGEL FOOD SMALL SMOOTHIE

AFTER 6PM

FREE
20 OZ SMOOTHIE

Slim Down with Slim Down with 
Smoothie King!Smoothie King!

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this 

$1.99
ANGEL FOOD

FREE SMOOTHIE
PURCHASE ANY MEDIUM OR LARGE 
SMOOTHIE AND GET A FREE SMALL
Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this 
location. Not good with any other offer. One Coupon 
per person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. Some 
restrictions may apply. Exp. 5/5/17

75

Eldorado 
Pkwy.$5

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

$5$5 Medium
Smoothies 

Every Friday!

Donate your gently used items today & help 
end poverty housing!

Shop | Donate | Volunteer

Gently used furniture & appliances, 
plus building materials & supplies

SHOP, DONATE & VOLUNTEER IN 2017!

(972) 548-9112
www.McKinneyReStore.com

2060 Couch Dr.,
McKinney 75069
Tues-Sat 9am-6pm

25% OFF 
Any Single Regularly-Priced Item

Restore - McKinney
One coupon per person per month. No reproductions 
accepted. Not good on special orders. Expires 5/5/17.

Eldorado Pkwy
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Call or Text for a FREE scheduled 
pick-up (214) 598-0090

Cerakote • Retail Gun Sales • We Repair All Models of Firearms

214.856.3976

1971 UNIVERSITY BUSINESS DR.
SUITE 109 | MCKINNEY, TX

www.1911academy.com 

10% 
OFF PARTS
when you mention this ad

Training:
license to carry (LTC)

Build Your Own AR

N. Custer Rd. 

E. University Dr. 
380

Coit Rd.

FM
 5312

U-HAUL
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Eldorado Pkwy.
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All Ingredients are 
made fresh everyday

Free Choice 
of Side Item 
w/ purchase of 2 tacos & 

a drink. $4.25 value.  
Exp: 5/5/17. Must  
present coupon.

2960 Eldorado Pkwy #5,  
McKinney, TX | (469) 714-4800

Online ordering now available at www.mytacocrush.com!

Margarita  
Monday 
$3 Margarita’s  

ALL DAY.

Taco  
Tuesday 

(free chips and salsa 
w/ purchase of 2 
tacos & a drink)

D I N E - I N  |  T A K E - O U T  |  C A T E R I N G

6 7 1 0  V i r g i n i a  P k w y  # 2 3 0,  M c K i n n e y,  T X  7 5 0 7 1 
(4 6 9)  2 47- 0 0 8 3  |  s a l i s i t a l i a n . c o m 

Tu e s -S u n d a y  ·  1 1 A M – 9 P M  (c l o s e d  M o n d a y)

Family owned and operated

Virginia Pkwy.

Sto
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B Y O B  ( n o  c o r k i n g  f e e )

B u y  a  l a r g e  p i z z a 

g e t  o n e  F R E E
* To p p i n g s  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t

B O G O

Must present coupon to redeem offer
Must present coupon to redeem offer

B u y  o n e  e n t r e e 
g e t  o n e  F R E E

B O G O

Mon-Thurs 11AM • 11PM | Fri-Sat 11AM • Midnight | Sun 10AM • 11PM

6601 Mediterranean Dr. McKinney, Texas 75070
( 2 1 4 )  5 9 2 - 0 2 4 0  |  h a r r y s a t t h e h a r b o r. c o m
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Virginia Pkwy.

Mediterranean Dr.

A PLACE TO CALL HOME
Great Food & Service
Family Friendly
Reasonable Prices
Patio Dining
12 Flat-screen HD TVs
Connected Garage parking
Locally Owned 
and operated

Harry’s 3rd Anniversary 
Celebration:

CRAWFISH BOIL - SATURDAY APRIL 22ND 
11:00 am until we run out 
Live Music and Family Fun

We buy, sell, and trade pre-owned Apple® devices!
Same Day Service • Repairs and Upgrades While You Wait

10% OFF
ANY REPAIR OR IN-STOCK 

ITEM UP TO $50
Cannot be combined with other offers. Must 

present coupon to redeem. Expires 6/30/2017

2960 Eldorado Pkwy. #25  
McKinney, Tx 75070 • (469) 714.4014 Ha

rd
in

 B
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Eldorado Pkwy.

75

90 Day  
Guarantee  

Ask for  
Details The use of Apple Inc.’s trademarks does not represent an affiliation with, or endorsement or  

sponsorship by Apple Inc. of Experimac. Apple® is a registered trademark of Apple Inc.

Check out our website and 
Facebook page for our  
inventory and specials

www.experimac.com/mckinney-tx
www.facebook.com/ExperimacMcKinney

$6 OFF 
a $37

or Larger Basket
McKinney Store Only

Buy 2 Gourmet 
Cookies 

Get 
2 FREE

972-569-8383
2001 Central Circle, #107, McKinney

cookiesinbloom.com

 5/5/17  5/5/17
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* See store for details on qualifying purchases for FREE iRobot Roomba.  Sale pricing cannot
be combined with any other offer,  coupon or discount and does not include tax. 

469-287-1945
8810 Lebanon Road, Frisco

Open Monday - Sunday

* See store for details on qualifying purchases for FREE iRobot Roomba.  Sale pricing cannot

Free iRobot Roomba
With Hard Surface or Carpet Qualifying Purchases!*
36 Months & 0% Interest Financing Available!

Carpet Wood-look Ceramic Tile

Luxury Vinyl Plank Luxury Vinyl Tile

Pr
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Lebanon Rd.

DNT
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