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The preliminary results for the 
Texas Education Agency’s new A-F 
accountability rating system, which 
were published Jan. 6, have school 
districts across the state up in arms, 
especially the portion of the ratings 
that measure postsecondary read-
iness. More than 60 percent of the 
nearly 1,000 school districts that 
received a grade in that portion 
received a C, D or F grade.

In a Senate Finance Committee 

State, regional and local officials work to resolve critical infrastructure issues

Inadequate roadways become top priority

BY MARTHE RENNELS

City, county, regional and state transportation offi-
cials are working together to address Collin County’s 
already at-capacity roadways in the face of future growth 
projections, which Collin County Judge Keith Self calls  
“staggering.”

The latest figures—released to the Collin County Com-
missioners Court on Feb. 20—project that the coun-
ty’s current population will double by 2030 and reach  
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 CONTINUED ON 22

The intersection of US 75 and US 380 in McKinney frequently sees heavy traffic that continues in each direction through the city.

CONTINUED ON 24

A-F system ignites 
controversy

On Jan. 6, The Texas Education 
Agency published preliminary 
ratings under its new A-F rating 
system. 

LOCAL DISTRICT

RAT INGS

SOURCE: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

AREA  SCORES

I II III IV

Allen ISD A A A C

Celina ISD B B C C

Dallas ISD D B B B

Frisco ISD A A B C

Highland Park ISD A A - C

Lovejoy ISD A A A B

McKinney ISD B A C C

Plano ISD A A C C

Prosper ISD A A B C

I II III IV

This is not a 
comprehensive 
list of every area 
school district.

WHAT ARE  THE  DOMAINS?
I: STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT   II: STUDENT PROGRESS 

III: CLOSING THE GAPS   IV: POSTSECONDARY READINESS

“WE ARE AT THE 5-YARD LINE AND WE 
HAVE 95 YARDS TO GO, AND WE JUST NEED 
EVERYONE TO PARTICIPATE AND TRY TO TAKE 
THE EMOTION OUT OF IT AND LOOK AT THE 
NEEDS OF TODAY AND THE FUTURE.”

— MICHAEL MORRIS, NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS  
REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Send 
it to mck@communityimpact.com.

Tabatha  Sullivan
GENERAL MANAGER

tsullivan@communityimpact.com

Marthe Rennels
EDITOR
mrennels@communityimpact.com

In McKinney, we take pride in our 
homes, our community and our schools. 
With the explosive growth McKinney is 
currently experiencing, sometimes our 
homes, community and schools can be 
challenged. Growth is difficult and painful 
at times.

If you viewed our online stories, you 
read about early discussions of the US 380 
bypass options. Our population is pro-
jected to double by 2030, and right now, 
we’re busting at the seams along US 380.  
While the region attempts to tackle this 
issue head-on, it can be a long, arduous 
process. 

On Page 1, you’ll find new information 

about regional transportation initiatives 
taking place right now, including the US 
380 discussion. 

Also on Page 1, we explain the new A-F 
school rating system. The A-F preliminary 
report was released to the public Jan. 6 
and based on data from the 2015-16 aca-
demic year. The viewpoints on A-F can dif-
fer greatly. Many districts say it is not fair 
to hold all districts to the same standards, 
and those who approved the plan say the 
change is needed for accountability. 

Ratings and changes to the system can 
be confusing. It is our job to help you 
understand what this means for your 
children and their schools. 

Journalists are not the only ones who can request 
publicly available information. The Texas Public 
Information Act and Freedom of Information Act 
allow anyone to request open records from govern-
mental bodies or any other entity that is supported 
by public money.

Sunshine Week, scheduled for March 12-18 this 
year, was established to shine light on this public 
ability and responsibility. Community Impact News-
paper plans to post online stories that shine light 
on common public information requests as well as 
proposed legislation that may strengthen or threaten 
open records laws.

But average Joes and Janes can make the same 
requests. In fact, many entities have online portals 
for submitting such requests. Here are a few exam-
ples of publicly available information that may be of 
interest to Texas residents:

• Emails from public officials and employees
• Salary information for public employees
• Site development plans
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IMPACTS

inney, opened March 1. The $36 million 
aquatics and fitness center in Gabe Nesbitt 
Community Park includes a 25-yard-by-
25-meter pool for competitive and lap 
swimming, a leisure pool, and an outdoor 
leisure and recreation pool. Apex Centre 
also includes a fitness facility, weight-train-
ing equipment, sports courts, an elevated 
track and babysitting facilities as well as 
multipurpose rooms that are open to the 
public. 972-547-2739 
www.mckinneytexas.org

6  Wise Money Mindset Budget 
Coaching, 6800 Weiskopf Ave., Ste. 150, 
McKinney, opened Jan. 3. Wise Money 
Mindset offers holistic budget coaching 
and group classes to individuals, couples 
and teens. 469-630-3133 
www.wisemoneymindset.com

COMING SOON

7  Guidepost Montessori at Eldorado, 
7508 Eldorado Parkway, McKinney, will 
open March 8. The Montessori school will 
provide educational training, including 
practical life skills, emotional and social 
development, and foundational knowledge 
for children 3 months to kindergarten.  
972-427-4018. www.eldorado. 
guidepostmontessori.com

8  Outlaw Bootcamp, 500 N. Custer 
Road, Ste. 104, McKinney, will open in 
March. The fitness facility will offer boot 
camps that encompass multiple training 
styles in a 30-minute session. One Outlaw 
Bootcamp class may incorporate battle 
ropes, kickboxing, cable pulleys and 
suspension training, and another may use 
barbells, dumbbells, kettle bells and step 
aerobics. 469-362-9699.  
www.outlawbootcamp.com

9  John Harman, CPA, 7290 Virginia 
Parkway, Ste. 2600, McKinney, broke 
ground on a new location  in February 
that will open in August. The full-service 
accounting firm will offer a broad range of 
services for business owners, executives 
and independent professionals.  
469-742-0283. www.mckinneytax.com

NOW OPEN

1  McKinney Ranch Chiropractic and 
Acupuncture, 3950 S. Ridge Road, Ste. 
200, McKinney, opened Jan. 26. Harry 
Shao, a certified acupuncturist, uses diver-
sified adjustment techniques, acupuncture 
and Oriental medicine to help balance and 
regain control of the body’s energy as a way 
to promote natural and holistic healing. 
www.mrchiroandacu.com

2  Infinite Lighting Solutions,  
110 Tennessee St., McKinney, opened Jan. 
31. The store sells a variety of lighting op-
tions, including chandeliers, sconces and 
pendants as well as outdoor light fixtures 
and specialty lightbulbs. 214-856-3700.  
www.infinitelightingsolutions.com

3 Palace Nails & Spa, 2110 Eldorado 
Parkway, Ste. 102, McKinney, opened Feb. 
6. The business offers manicures, pedi-

cures and waxing treatments.  
972-540-7556. www.facebook.com/ 
palacenailsmckinney

4 Secured Title of Texas, 2000 N. 
McDonald St., Ste. 300, McKinney, opened 
March 1. The title company offers commer-
cial and residential lender services state-
wide. This is the company’s second Collin 
County location. www.securedtitletx.com

5  Apex Centre, 3003 Alma Road, McK-

 COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS
News or questions about  McKinney? 

Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

TM; © 2017 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Staging & Professional Photography
State of the Art Marketing
Lifestyle Location Services

New Home Builders Assistance

Ask about my sell & buy program
 Rafaella Smith – REALTOR® | 972.529.6100 | www.CainePremierProperties.com

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  C A I N E  D I F F E R E N C E
with personalized, detailed service catered to meet your needs
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REGIONAL IMPACT — COMING SOON: HERITAGE TABLE

The Heritage Table will open this spring at 7110 Main St., Frisco. The new restaurant 
will serve breakfast, lunch and dinner as well as brunch on the weekends. Menu items 
include sandwiches, breakfast tacos, kolaches, eggs benedict, soups and salads.  
972-207-6696. www.theheritagetable.com

10  Sonic Automotive will be breaking 
ground this year on a new preowned vehi-
cle location called EchoPark McKinney, 
located near the intersection of US 75 and 
Bray Central Drive. During the Feb. 7 City 
Council meeting, council approved a site 
plan for the dealership. No construction 
timeline has been released. 
www.sonicautomotive.com

RELOCATIONS

11  Healthcare Associates of McKinney 
moved from 7900 Henneman Way, Ste. 
220, McKinney, to The Medical Center at 
Craig Ranch building at 8080 SH 121, Ste. 
210, McKinney, on Feb. 24. On-site services 
include preventive health measures, allergy 
shots or testing, diagnostic imaging, a labo-
ratory, nerve conduction, outpatient minor 
surgeries for dermatologic conditions 
and joint injections for select orthopedic 
problems. 972-268-9383. www.healthcar-
eassociates.com/mckinney

ANNIVERSARIES

12  SK Family Dental, 3350 Virginia Park-
way, Ste. 100, McKinney, celebrated its first 
anniversary on Feb. 15. SK Family Dental 
offers traditional dental services, including 
family and cosmetic dentistry, cleanings, 
teeth whitening and dental implants.  
469-424-3000. www.skfamilydentaltx.com

13  Dr. E. A. Von Bergen, D. C.,  
105 S. Benge St., McKinney, celebrated the 

business’s 30th anniversary Jan. 15.  Von 
Bergen specializes in spinal and  musculo-
skeletal problems. 972-562-7762.  
www.drvonbergen.com

14  Village Health Partners, 7300 
Eldorado Parkway, Ste. 200, McKinney, cel-
ebrated its first anniversary Jan. 20. Village 
Health Partners is a primary care practice 
that aims to provide patients with the latest 
health care technology. The health care 
provider specializes in women’s and men’s 
health, pediatrics, diabetes, cholesterol, 
hypertension, urgent care and disease 
prevention. 972-599-9600.  
www.villagehealthpartners.com

NAME CHANGE

15  McKinney Dental and Orthodontics, 
7820 Eldorado Parkway, Ste. 150, McK-
inney, changed its name Nov. 28 to Pear 
Tree Dental and Orthodontics.  972-984-
7666. www.peartreedentalandorthodon-
tics.com

IN THE NEWS

16  H-E-B/Central Market announced Feb. 
8 that it sold its property located at 3001 
Hardin Blvd., McKinney, to Safeway, which 
owns Tom Thumb and Albertsons. The 
store will be reverted back to a Tom Thumb 
store.

Looking for a plumber?

Service with
Integrity

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

Residential Repair Specialists
Serving North Texas With Over 20 Years Of Experience

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

*Restrictions May Apply

10%
Off

Any One
Repair

First Time Customers Only
Max Discount $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

*Restrictions May Apply

 

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

www.mckinneyneuropsych.com | 7300 Eldorado Pkwy, Ste. 265, Mckinney | 469-714-0100

IS YOUR CHILD STRUGGLING 
TO STAY FOCUSED?

ARE YOU WORRIED YOUR KID MIGHT HAVE 
TROUBLE WITH ADHD OR ANXIETY?

CONTACT DR. MORRIS AND 
HIS OFFICE TO HELP YOUR 
CHILD BE SUCCESSFUL!

FREE 
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
*$200 VALUE
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W    hen a professional magician from Van Alstyne 
wanted to take his show back on the road, 

Chris and Jennifer Gracy said they jumped on the 
chance to purchase his magic shop. Today, Main 
Street Magic Company is located in the historic 
downtown square and offers live magic shows as well 
as training for aspiring magicians.

“Our biggest draw is that a brick-and-mortar magic 
shop is a rare find,” Jennifer said. “There are only a 
handful in the entire state of Texas, and we work very 
hard to give people a magical experience when they 
come in.”

The shop intends to cater to every type of magician.
“We sell magic to all levels of magicians, from 

a 5-year-old buying their first trick to professional 
magicians like Michael Carbonera,” Jennifer said. 
“Magic is a great way for a salesperson to make an 
impression or a waiter to make a dinner special for a 
family or even a doctor to have a way to connect on a 
personal level with his patients.”

But, she said, one cannot have the trick without 
the training.

“In addition to selling magic tricks, we hold magic 
classes,” Jennifer said. “Our classes are magic in 
themselves in that they are actually life-skills classes 
camouflaged as magic classes. The kids have a great 
time learning lots of cool magic tricks, but they are 
also learning communication and life skills that are 
becoming more valuable in this age of kids who are 
addicted to their screens.”

The shop offers magic shows for the public on 
the second Saturday of every month—one show is a 
family show, and the other is a date-night show—fea-
turing different performers every month. And Jennifer 
emphasizes customers will not be disappointed with 
their trip to their shop.

“Online shopping creates a challenge, but the 
internet cannot provide the experiences we can or 
the ability to have a magician demonstrate a trick or 
teach the customer how to do the trick,” she said.

BY JEAN ANN COLLINS

1: Co-owner Jennifer Gracy  said Main Street Magic is 
seeing a lot of interest in the effects people are watch-
ing on shows like “America’s Got Talent” and “The 
Carbonera Effect.” 2:  Main Street Magic also sends 
magicians to all kinds of events, including weddings, 
corporate events, family gatherings, and Boy Scout 
and Girl Scout events.

Main Street Magic Company

211 N. Tennessee St., McKinney

972-542-5010

www.mainstreetmagicandfun.com

Shop hours: Tue.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., other hours by 
appointment

Main Street Magic Company
Downtown store aims to be all fun and games

Herndon St.

Virginia St.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Gracy said the most popular trick is called Homer the 
Homing Ball, which is an inexpensive, easy-to-learn trick 
that looks impressive when performed.

MAKING MAGIC
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McKinney Ranch 
Medical Care & Wellness

 Dr. C.W. Hsu
3950 S Ridge Rd | McKinney, TX 

972-540-1688

• Acute Care
• Chronic Disease
   Management
• Preventative
   Medicine

• Low T Therapy
• Weight Loss 
• Immunizations
• Immigration
   Medical Exam

All � u shots
Expires 3/31/17 

$5 OFF 

Immigration exam
Expires 3/31/17 

$10 OFF 121
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We buy, sell, and trade pre-owned Apple® devices!
Same Day Service • Repairs and Upgrades While You Wait

10% OFF
ANY REPAIR OR IN-STOCK 

ITEM UP TO $50
Cannot be combined with other offers. Must 

present coupon to redeem. Expires 6/30/2017

2960 Eldorado Pkwy. #25  
McKinney, Tx 75070 • (469) 714.4014 Ha

rd
in

 B
lv

d.

Eldorado Pkwy.

75

90 Day  
Guarantee  

Ask for  
Details The use of Apple Inc.’s trademarks does not represent an affiliation with, or endorsement or  

sponsorship by Apple Inc. of Experimac. Apple® is a registered trademark of Apple Inc.

Check out our website and 
Facebook page for our  
inventory and specials

www.experimac.com/mckinney-tx
www.facebook.com/ExperimacMcKinney
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Newest Senior Living Community

Now Open
in McKinney

www.emeraldcottages.com

Move-In Special!  
Membership to Apex Center Included With Lease

2551 Alma Road, McKinney | P: (972) 757-7028

Located next to The Stonefi eld Assisted Living & 
Memory Care Community

Hurry in to experience 
McKinney’s Premier 
Residential-Style Senior 
Living Community!

Only 5 cottages left!

972-377-8188
YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD ROOFER

STORM DAMAGE
SPECIALISTS

Serving Denton & Collin County Since 2004

www.townandcountryroofingdfw.com              4900 Preston Rd., Suite 101, Frisco TX 75034 

FREE 
Training 

and Sewing 
Classes with 

machine 
purchase.

2414 W. University • McKinney, TX • 972.542.6061
www.willetts-save.com

For the LOWEST Prices EVER!
Visit Our Booth at

The 36th Dallas Quilt Show
Dallas Market Hall
March 10-12, 2017

Store will be open during the show.

Factory Authorized Dealer for Janome, 
Elna, Necchi & Juki

• 2016 attendance was 7,500 •
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D  oc Vranici started rolling 
meatballs in his father’s New 

York pizzeria when he was 8 years old. 
Now the owner of Brother’s New York 
Style Pizza and Pasta has continued 
the family tradition in McKinney.

The pizza and pasta shop, located in 
the Market Street Center at Eldorado 
Parkway and Ridge Road, is decorated 
with nostalgic pictures from Vranici’s 
father’s original pizzerias in New York 
and New Jersey. 

“The recipes at Brother’s come from 
doing this since I was 8 and from my 
experience helping my dad,” Vranici 
said. “Everything was passed down 
from my parents to myself and my 
brother.”

Brother’s opened in McKinney  
in 2004.

“New York-style [pizza] is mostly 
about the quality,” Vranici said. “I 
guess that’s the No. 1 thing. If the 
corporate chains don’t have the quality 
flour, pizza sauce and mozzarella, 
the experience is a huge difference. It 
becomes MSG-filled, unhealthy pizza.”

Another key to New York-style pizza 
is the type of oven, Vranici said.

“You see a lot of the corporate 
chains with a conveyer-style oven in 
the back,” he said. “We use a stone 
oven. It gives [the pizza] the New York 
taste. We make our dough fresh daily, 
and it’s great because it comes from 
unbleached flour. It’s a simple recipe 
with no preservatives or MSG.”

Vranici said he and his pizza chef 
are always trying to come up with new 
ways to give his customers a taste of 

NYC. The pizza at Brother’s is different 
than other restaurants’ because it is 
square instead of round, the sauce 
is on top of the cheese and it uses mar-
inara instead of pizza sauce, he said. 
New choices are added regularly.

“The new menus are being printed 
and will have a lot of new dishes fea-
tured,” Vranici said. “For pasta, our 
staple dishes are lasagna and chicken 
parmesan and they are fantastic, but 
our specialty is a spicy chicken dish.”

In addition to the food, Vranici said 
he wants his customers to enjoy eating  
at Brother’s.

“The atmosphere here is great,” 
Vranici said. “It’s an open kitchen so 
you can talk to the pizza man, and the 
owner might actually sit with you and 
drink some of your wine.”

BY JEAN ANN COLLINSBrother’s Pizza
Pizzeria keeps New York-style pizza a family affair

Brother’s Pizza

6150 Eldorado Parkway, Ste. 180, 
McKinney 

972-548-4900

www.brotherspizzapasta.com

Hours: Tue.-Sun. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. (dine-
in), 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. (delivery),  
closed Mon.
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ON THE MENU

The BBQ pizza features grilled chicken, 
red onions, tangy barbecue sauce and 
mozzarella. (Price varies by size).

Pinwheels are new and becoming very 
popular and include pepperoni, spin-
ach and broccoli for $3.75 each. 

Garlic knots are also new (five for $2) 
and served as an appetizer.
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Pizza chef Rocky Korumi, left, and owner Doc Vranici operate Brother’s Pizza.

In your time of need,

consider us
on call.

OUR COMPASSION HELPLINE® 
IS AVAILABLE ANY TIME OF 

DAY OR NIGHT, FOR COMFORT 
AND TO ANSWER  
YOUR QUESTIONS.

214-705-1789  

STONEBRIAR FUNERAL HOME  
AND CREMATION SERVICES
10375 Preston Rd.  Frisco, TX

WWW.PREPAIDFUNERALS.TEXAS.GOV
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Receive regular 
emails with local 
news you can use 

Learn about nearby 
business openings,  
development & more 

Preview stories from the 
forthcoming print edition 
before it’s in mailboxes

SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE EMAIL NEWSLETTER!
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Lake Forest Drive expansion

The city is widening Lake Forest Drive from 
two lanes to four lanes from Wilmeth Road 
to Bloomdale Road. A portion of Bloomdale 
east of the intersection of Bloomdale and 
Lake Forest will also be reconstructed. 

City staff said crews have all the pre-paving 
work done and are now starting the paving 
process. Some concrete has already been 
poured as of late Feburary.

Timeline: September-June 

Cost: $3.7 million

Funding sources: city of McKinney

 

Virginia Parkway widening

The city of McKinney began Feb. 20 con-
struction on the Virginia Parkway Lanes 5 & 
6 widening project. The project will add an 
additional lane in each direction from just 
east of Ridge Road to US 75. 

New traffic signals will be installed at 
Crutcher Crossing and Mallard Lakes Drive. 
In areas where the contractor is working, 
one lane of traffic may be closed between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., and delays are expected. 
Construction will begin on the west end of 
the project between Ridge and Bellegrove 
Drive.  

Timeline: February 2017-December 2018

Cost: $1.5 million

Funding sources: city of McKinney
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All information on this page was updated as of 1/24/17. News or questions about these or  other local 
transportation projects? Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS 

LAKE FOREST DR.

UNIVERSITY DR.

WILMETH RD.WILMETH RD.

164

380

BLOOMDALE RD.

N

ONGOING PROJECTS
Project description Estimated timeline

1 Following the rehabilitation of Virginia Parkway, work will 
progress to Waddill Street, where crews will also conduct street 
rehabilitation between Virginia and Hill streets with estimated 
completion in April.

March-April

2 The rehabilitation of Roberts Avenue from Graves Street to 
Morris Street will be started immediately after the work on 
Waddill is complete.

April-May

HOW IT WORKS

How are state speed 
limits determined?
Whenever a new road is built in 
Texas, the entity constructing the 
roadway is required to reach out to 
the Texas Transportation Commission 
to determine the speed limit for the 
new road, according to the Texas 
Department of Transportation. 

Factors that determine a road’s speed 
limit include the road’s length and 
location, transitions from other speed 
limits, directional differences, trial 
runs of the roadway and the location of 
regulatory speed limit signs along the 
road, according to TxDOT. 

Local governments hold some control 
over determining speed limits as well. 
Cities, counties and other government 
officials work with TxDOT to conduct 
studies and pass city speed ordinances 
based on TxDOT recommendations, 
TxDOT Public Information Officer 
Deidrea George said. 

The maximum speed limit on Texas 
roadways is 70 mph, by law. However, 
the TTC is allowed to establish a 
maximum speed of 75 mph on highways 
that are determined safe enough to 
handle the higher speed limit. Some 
highway systems—such as I-10 and 
I-20—can accommodate speeds of 80 
or 85 mph. 

Legislation filed this session could affect 
maximum speed limits across the state. 
State Rep. Celia Israel, D-Austin, filed 
House Bill 1368 to lower the prima facie 
speed limits on urban district roads 
from 30 mph to 25 mph. The prima facie 
speed limit is the unspoken speed limit 
on roads without a posted speed limit.

A colonoscopy can keep you at peak performance.
Colorectal cancer is the 
third most common 
cancer diagnosed in the United States. The disease often 
grows with no symptoms until it’s at an advanced stage.  
But when detected in its earliest stages, colorectal cancer  
is treatable.

That’s why getting a screening colonoscopy when you’re  
50 or older is so important to your health. In fact,  
a colonoscopy may even help prevent cancer by allowing 
your physician to find and remove polyps that might 
become cancerous.

A colonoscopy is a simple procedure that can keep you 
healthy for many years to come. Check with your  
primary care physician to confirm if it is your year to 
schedule a colonoscopy.

|   Baylor Scott & White Charles A. Sammons Cancer Center – 
McKinney is accredited by the Commission on Cancer.

5252 W. University Dr.  |  McKinney, TX 75071

For a physician referral or for more information about cancer care 
services, call 1.800.4BAYLOR or visit us online at  

BSWHealth.com/McKinneyCancer.
Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or affiliated 
medical centers and do not provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers, Baylor Health Care System, Scott & White 
Healthcare or Baylor Scott & White Health. © 2017 Baylor Scott & White Health. BSWMCMCK_65_2016. GD.

Is It Time for Your “Tune Up?”

SCHEDULE YOUR COLONOSCOPY TODAY.
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$1,949,002

$92,933

1990

The MEDC is a nonprofit entity funded through a half cent city sales tax to lead 
the economic development initiatives on behalf of the community. The MEDC was 
established in 1993 and since then has brought in corporations and businesses that have 
added to the tax base and created more jobs for the community. 

Total sales tax collected

McKinney Economic Development Corp.   

2000

2013
Raytheon Co.
Raytheon Co. announced the relocation of its Space 
and Airborne Systems Business headquarters (SAS) 
from El Segundo, California, to McKinney on May 2, 
2013.
Incentives: $3,060,000 total from MEDC and MCDC

2012
Wistron GreenTech U.S. 
recycling campus
Incentives: $550,000
Employee requirement:  
up to 80 jobs

2004
Raytheon Co.
Incentives: $2,000,000
Employee requirement: 
no less than 200 new or 
relocated employees
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City manager: Gateway project is part of ‘new era’ of development

MEDC works to build McKinney business

BY MARTHE RENNELS

The city of McKinney and the McK-
inney Economic Development Corp. 
on Feb. 22 agreed to enter into exclu-
sive negotiations with development 
company KDC for the development of 
the Gateway site at SH 121 and US 75. 

The commercial real estate devel-
opment and investment firm is 
responsible for developing the Plano 
office campuses for JPMorgan Chase 
and Liberty Mutual as well as Toy-
ota’s North American headquarters 
complex. KDC also developed the 
Raytheon and State Farm Insurance 
campuses at City Line in Richardson.

“KDC has a great reputation for 
doing incredible work in North Texas, 
and we couldn’t be more excited to 
work with them as they will help bring 
our vision and guiding principles for 
the Gateway development to fruition,” 
McKinney EDC President Darrell 
Auterson said.

KDC will work with the city and 

MEDC to determine what the develop-
ment will include, and Auterson said 
he hopes to see Class A office space 
become a part of Gateway to fill the 
growing office space demand in the 
region.

MEDC MOMENTUM

Since Auterson took the helm of the 
EDC in July, city officials have been 
looking at the Gateway project as just 
the start of growing momentum for the 
MEDC and the city of McKinney. 

“Darrell and his staff are highly 
regarded in the field of economic 
development and among the busi-
ness community,” City Manager Paul 
Grimes said. “This is truly a new era 
for economic development in the city 
of McKinney, and we are excited for 
the future of McKinney economic  
development.” 

The MEDC, established in 1993, is 
a nonprofit entity funded through 
a half cent McKinney sales tax. The 

DEVELOPMENT

Cassandra Wilson, 
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Better Hearing Keeps You Connected

Liz Brassine, Owner
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Sta� ed by 2 Licensed Doctors of Audiology

972.838.1300 | www.hearinmckinney.com  | 4201 Medical Center Drive, Suite 270

• Hearing evaluations 
for all ages

• Hearing aid fi ttings, 
maintenance & repairs

• Invisible fi ttings

• Wireless and 
connectivity solutions

• Evaluation period on 
all hearing aids

• Custom ear / swim 
protection

• Locally owned and 
operated

• Residential & commercial
• Fully insured 
• A+ BBB rating
• Voted Best Roofi ng Company 
   3 years running
• Warranty provided
• Serving the metroplex for 30  
   Years!

w w w. a m e r i t e x r o o f i n g . n e t

972.569.9719
517 N. Tennessee 

McKinney, TX 75069

AmeriTex
Roofing

FREE
INSPECTION & 

ESTIMATE

on a NEW roof
Mention this ad for discount

SAVE UP TO

$500
AMERITEX

ROO FI NG

Since Trusted1986

AMERITEX

ROO FI NG

Since Trusted1986 Insurance Storm Repair
Deadline March 22, 2017

• ALERT •
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T I M E L I N E
$11,697,417

$8,067,609

2010

2014
Hisun Motors Corp. North 
American headquarters
Incentives: $240,000

Employee requirement:  
up to 80 jobs

Encore Wire
Incentives: $930,000
Employee requirement: up to 128

United Parcel Service
Incentives: $900,000
Employee requirement: no less than 120

2016
Hisun Motors Corp. 
North American 
headquarters
Incentives: $80,000

Service First Mortgage 
U.S. corporate 
headquarters
Incentives: $768,000
Employee requirement: 
minimum of 84 jobs, up to 
128 jobs

SOURCES: MCKINNEY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP./COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

organization’s role is to bring in cor-
porations and businesses to add jobs 
and add to the tax 
base.

The organiza-
tion has facili-
tated dozens of 
incentives to bring 
companies to 
the area since its 
inception, and it 
is now working to revamp the MEDC 
strategic plan. The process to update 
the plan began in February, and it 
includes roundtable discussions with 
developers, landowners, utility com-
panies and builders. 

“When our strategic plan is com-
plete, it will be our manual for suc-
cess,” Auterson  said. “We are going to 
commit ourselves to accomplishing as 
much as is defined in that plan, and 
if we need to adjust as development 
trends or demands change, then we 
will.”

Auterson said the MEDC has hired a 
specialist to help teach the staff how 
to better understand what the busi-
ness community is looking for. 

“[The knowledge] will make it a 

lot better for us when we are sitting 
in front of an executive to have deep, 

meaningful con-
versations about 
their business,” 
he said. “We will 
be the ones who 
have done all of 
the homework 
and have learned 
how to do the 

proper business case analysis, so 
when that CEO is talking about the 
complexities of their business, we are 
better-equipped to tell them why McK-
inney is the right fit for them.”

ROAD TO DEVELOPMENT 

McKinney Mayor Brian Loughmiller 
said most of the development taking 
place in surrounding cities occurred 
once infrastructure was in place, 
adding that he expects McKinney to 
follow that trend. 

“Compared to how long the Dallas 
North Tollway has existed, McKinney 
and Allen will just be beginning to 
look to development opportunities on 
SH 121 as the projects move east from 
the DNT,” he said.

“THIS IS TRULY A NEW ERA FOR 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN 
THE CITY OF MCKINNEY, AND WE 
ARE EXCITED FOR THE FUTURE 
OF MCKINNEY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT.”

—PAUL GRIMES, MCKINNEY CITY MANAGER

DESIGNED BY XINIA PIRKEY
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Collin College officials: $600 million bond 
proposal to have little effect on tax rate
BY NICOLE LUNA

Collin College has called a $600 
million bond election for May 6 to 
facilitate its long-range master plan. 
College officials said they expect the 
financial impact to the tax rate to be 
minimal.

Collin College’s current tax rate 
is 8.122 cents per $100 of property 
valuation. It is the lowest tax rate in 
Collin County and the second-lowest 
tax rate out of 50 community college 
districts in Texas, according to the 
Texas Comptroller’s office.

“Our tax rate is exceptionally low, 
and over the years we have been 
frugal, and we have tried to be wise in 
how we spend taxpayer money while 
providing a high quality education,” 
board of trustees Chairman Bob Col-
lins said. 

Ken Lynn, Collin College chief finan-
cial officer, said when the bonds are 
issued in 2024, three scenarios could 
affect the tax rate. The first would 
decrease the tax rate by one cent. The 
second would decrease the tax rate 
by 3/10 of 1 cent and the third would 
increase the tax rate by 1.3 cents. 

Lynn said the college has put 
together a financing plan that 
includes a rate stabilization feature. 
This means that the college will 

reduce the Maintenance & Operations 
tax rate—which provides funds for 
maintenance and operations—to give 
room for an increase to the Interest & 
Sinking tax rate, which provides funds 
for payments on the debt that finances 
a district’s facilities.

“The goal is to 
keep [the rates] 
balanced so that 
over time there is 
little to no effect 
on the overall tax 
rate,” Lynn said.

If voters 
approve the bond, 
the proceeds 
would go toward 
construction of six 
facilities: a campus in Wylie; educa-
tional centers in Celina and Farmers-
ville; a public safety training center 
in McKinney; a workforce/university 
IT center of excellence on the Preston 
Ridge campus in Frisco; and a techni-
cal training center in Allen. It would 
also help fund improvements and 
renovations to existing buildings.

Collins said the college is free of 
debt and has kept pace with growth 
for the past 32 years. As Collin County 
continues to grow, the bond is neces-
sary to keep up with the rapid growth, 

Collins said.
“The county is projected to double 

in population by 2030 and triple by 
2040. I can tell you that our current 
footprint will not be able to handle 
that growth,” Collin College President 
Neil Matkin said. 

WHY $600 MILLION?

Collin College hired PBK Architects 
to conduct a facilities master-plan 
study last spring. The study showed 
the college had to expand its foot-
print, an undertaking that is expected 
to cost about $600 million, Lynn said.

“As of right 
now, the costs are 
estimates, and 
once the college 
hires a program 
manager to over-
see the projects, 
we’ll be able 
to refine those 
estimates,” Lynn 
said.

Collins said 
if the costs of building the facilities 
come in at less than $600 million, 
then the college would not sell the rest 
of the bonds.

“But the fact is, we want it there just 
in case we need it,” Collins said. “We 
don’t know what’s going to happen on 
prices or basic costs with what we’re 
trying to do.”

Trustee Mac Hendricks was the only 
board member to vote against the 
bond proposal. He said he would have 
liked a bond proposal that was more 
reasonable than $600 million.

“I’ve been on the board 15 years, 
and I’m very progressive,” Hendricks 
said. “We’ve done well and moved 
forward, but [$600 million is a lot of 
money] and a year ago we paid off a 
$13 million bond.”

The last Collin College bond 
election was in 2001. Since then the 
college has built facilities in Plano, 

Frisco and McKinney.
Trustee Jim Orr said the college 

needs to be prepared for the massive 
growth coming to Collin County. As 
more people have moved into the 
county, he said it has made it harder 
for students from other cities such 
as Wylie, Celina and Farmersville to 
make it to McKinney, Plano or Frisco 
for classes. 

“We’re not really serving the county 
as we should in terms of providing 
some place for the students to come,” 
Orr said. 

COMMUNICATION EFFORTS

Collin College spokesperson Tom 
Delamater said information about the 
bond will be shared through newslet-
ters and the college website.

A group called Committee of 
100 made up of business and civic 
leaders will also be campaigning for 
the bond. The committee will hold 
meetings as well as send out infor-
mational materials to county voters 
about the bond.

For more information on the col-
lege’s master plan and bond proposal, 
visit www.collin.edu/masterplan.

EDUCATION

$600-MILLION BOND:

IMPACT ON TAX RATE

What is it expected to pay for?

• Public safety training center
• Technical training center in Allen
• Preston Ridge Campus workforce/

university building
• Central Park Campus improvements
• Preston Ridge Campus improvements
• Spring Creek Campus improvements

• Preston Ridge Campus student  
union/welcome center

• Preston Ridge Campus building 
repurposing

• Central Park Campus student union/
welcome center

• Central Park Campus building 
repurposing

• Wylie Campus
• Farmersville Education Center
• Celina Education Center

1
Phase

2
Phase

3
Phase

If approved by voters, the $600 
million bond would go toward 
updating Collin College’s existing 
campuses and building new ones.

There are three possible scenarios that  
could occur:
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“OUR TAX RATE IS 
EXCEPTIONALLY LOW, AND 
OVER THE YEARS WE HAVE 
BEEN FRUGAL, AND WE HAVE 
TRIED TO BE WISE IN HOW WE 
SPEND TAXPAYER MONEY WHILE 
PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY 
EDUCATION.”

— BOB COLLINS, CHAIRMAN OF COLLIN COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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grand total

*These are preliminary cost estimates developed by PBK Architects during the master-
planning process. Cost estimates are subject to change.

Overall tax rate falls 
3/10 of 1 cent

Overall tax rate rises  
1.3 cents

Overall tax rate falls  
1 cent

TAX SCENARIO 1: TAX SCENARIO 2: TAX SCENARIO 3: 
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Total impact: $528.5 MILLION

COLLIN COLLEGE
 Economic Impact

Total income Collin College created  
as a result of its day-to-day operations

Income generated by Collin 
College alumni

Impact of student spending

Economic impact to Collin County created 
by Collin College in fiscal year 2012-13.

$96.8 MILLION

$59.1 MILLION

$372.6 MILLION



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com16

Prices and availability subject 
to change without notice.

Celebrating 28 years in Texas!

Built Around You

Auburn Hills n Trinity Falls

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 year Structural Warranty

New homes from the $310s
1681 N. Central Expressway #400 • Near Hwy 380

(Independent doctor of optometry next door) 

Weekdays 9:30am - 6:30pm, Sat. 9:00am - 5:00pm

FREE
BUY ONE
GET ONE

Up to $300*

We accept a wide range of insurance
Accepting VSP, EyeMed, Aetna, Avesis, Davis Vision, 

Humana, Cigna, Superior Vision Insurance

FREEFREE
BUY ONEBUY ONE
GET ONEGET ONE

Up to $300*

We accept a wide range of insuranceWe accept a wide range of insurance

*Offer not valid on previous purchases and cannot be combined with any other 
offer, discount, or coupon. Not valid with insurance and other restrictions may 

apply. See store for details.
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CITY & COUNTY

Collin County judge says county population will 
double by 2030, reach 2.5 million people by 2040

McKinney National Airport seeking public’s input
MCKINNEY     The McKinney National 

Airport will hold two public open 
houses to review elements of its 
master plan update related to inven-
tory, aviation demand forecasts and 
facility requirements. 

The open houses will be from 5:30- 
7 p.m. March 8 and 9 at the McKinney 
National Airport, 1476 E. Industrial 
Blvd. The airport’s master plan study 
aims to produce an efficient and envi-
ronmentally conscious development 

plan to sustain healthy growth and 
service during the next 20 years.

The McKinney National Airport is going 
through an update to its master plan.

News from McKinney, Collin County COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS
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$50,000  The McKinney 
Community 

Development Corp. announced grant 
awards totaling $50,000 for initiatives and 
activities that enhance quality of life for 
residents, attract visitors and promote 
the city for the purpose of developing 
new or expanded business opportunities.

MEETINGS

Collin County Commissioners Court 
Meets March 6, 13, 20, 27, 1:30 p.m. 
www.collincountytx.gov

McKinney City Council  
Meets March 7 and 21, 6 p.m. 
www.mckinneytexas.org

McKinney ISD board of trustees 
Meets March 28, 7 p.m. 
www.mckinneyisd.net

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_MCK

County told not to pay 
AG Paxton’s legal fees
COLLIN COUNTY    On Feb. 10, a state 

appeals court extended a tempo-
rary injunction prohibiting the 
Collin County Commissioners Court 
from paying prosecutors in the case 
against Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton.

Commissioner Chris Hill said the 
original stay was issued in response 
to a petition for a writ of injunction 
and an emergency motion for tem-
porary relief filed by Collin County 
resident Jeff Blackard.

The stay will remain in effect 
until further order of the court.

Paxton is accused of violating 
securities laws in an investment 
deal involving a McKinney com-
pany before he was elected attor-
ney general. He faces three felony 
charges as a result. Collin County 
District Attorney Greg Willis, who 
would normally be involved in such 
cases, recused himself from the case 
because of his longtime friendship 
with Paxton, and special prosecu-
tors were appointed in his place.

Since Collin County is Paxton’s 
home county, county taxpayers 
are required to pay for his pros-
ecution. Commissioners called 
the $300 hourly rate charged by 
private attorneys prosecuting Pax-
ton “excessive” and said the rate 
violates the county’s local rules, 
which cap the rate at $1,000 total  
for pretrial work, $1,000 per day 
for trial work and another $1,000 
if the judge deems it necessary. 
The Tarrant County judge presid-
ing over the case said the fees are 
appropriate given the unusual 
circumstances of the case.

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

CITY COUNCIL      At the Feb. 7 City 
Council meeting, council approved an 
amendment to the Utility Impact Fee 
Ordinance to reflect changes in city 
practice for the issuance of water meters 
for new development projects.

CITY COUNCIL      At the Feb. 21 City 
Council meeting, council entered into an 
agreement with First United Methodist 
Church to lease a parking lot at the 
southwest corner of Kentucky and Lamar 
streets to add more downtown parking.

PLANNING AND ZONING  During the 
Feb. 14 planning and zoning commission 
meeting, the board approved a rezoning 
request for 112 acres at the northwest 
corner of US 75 and Laud Howell Parkway 
to rezone it from agricultural to planned 
development use. The council will make 
the final decision on the rezoning March 7. 

COLLIN COUNTY      According to a 
presentation given by Collin County 
Judge Keith Self and compiled by 
the Texas Demographic Center, the 
county is expected to double its 
population by 2030.

“By 2040 we will grow to more 
than 2.5 million people,” Self said. 
“We are at 900,000 people today—
these are just staggering numbers.”

Self said the other significant fact 
from the report shows that around 
2045, Collin County’s population will 
surpass that of Dallas County.

From 2010-16, Texas saw a 10.8 
percent population increase, beating 
other growing states, including 
California, Florida, Arizona and 
Washington.

“That’s a staggering number,” Self 
said, adding that 86 percent of the 
residents living in Texas live east of 
I-35.

From 2014-15 the population 
in Collin County increased by 3.2 
percent. Denton County grew by 3.1 
percent. The majority of the increase 
comes from individuals moving from 

out of state, according to the study.
“We are in the top 14 counties in 

the United States in terms of raw per-
centage growth, and that list includes 
counties like Los Angeles County,” 
Self said. 

State demographers also indicated 
that Texas is one of the top two states 
in adding jobs in the U.S. since 2009.

Texas

9.6%

8.4%

8.4%

6.4%

6.4%

5.4%

Florida

Washington

Arizona

Georgia

North Carolina

California

Highest population growth states 
by percentage

Percent change, 2010-16

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

SOURCE: COLLIN COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

10.8%

Early Voting: April 24 - May 2
Election Day: May 6

SheilaJohnsonforMcKinney.comPaid for by Sheila Johnson Campaign 
Michelle Prince, Treasurer

VOTE!

450 Endorsements
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AT THE CAPITOL Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature COMPILED BY EMILY DONALDSON AND COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFF

Local control challenged 
at state and federal level

SCHOOL FINANCE/PROPERTY TAX

City/county: Statewide, the majority of 
public education is financed by individual 
property taxes. State aid is given based 
on property values in each district. Once a 
district’s property value outpaces student 
enrollment growth in the public education 
funding formula, the district falls into recap-
ture status, meaning payments are given 
back to the state.

State: The state currently pays roughly  
43 percent of the total cost of public edu-
cation. As more districts fall into recapture 
status, this percentage will shrink with local 
districts funding more via property taxes. 
Several bills have been filed to increase the 
state’s share. A proposal to amend the Texas 
Constitution, filed by Rep. Donna Howard, 
D-Austin, would increase the state’s share to 
a mandatory 50 percent, costing at least $8 
billion in the short term. Without a fix like this 
one, local districts will have to foot more of 
the bill.

Federal: The federal government funds 
roughly 20 percent of the Texas Education 
Agency’s total budget, with the majority of 
money going to the National School Lunch 
Program, Title I Grants and special education 
grants.

‘SANCTUARY CITIES’/LAW  
ENFORCEMENT
City/county: At this time, individual juris-
dictions have the power to decide whether 
to honor federal ICE detainer requests. The 
requests are not legally binding, allowing 
individual jurisdiction decision-making 
power.

State: Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lubbock, pro-
posed SB 4 to make detainer requests legally 
binding. Without compliance, a jurisdiction 
would lose funding,face civil penalties and 
face criminal charges. Gov. Greg Abbott 
vowed to remove violators from office.

Federal: Immigration policy is the respon-
sibility of the federal government, per the 
Constitution. That is why, after appropriating 
roughly $800 million to border security, Texas 
Republicans said they are sending the tab 
back to Washington, D.C, demanding the 
federal government pays for it.

‘BATHROOM BILL’/ 
DISCRIMINATION ORDINANCES
City/county: In 2015, Houston became the 
first Texas city to vote on gender identity 

discrimination ordinances. Voters over-
whelmingly voted against an ordinance 
that would prevent such discrimination on a 
variety of bases. Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has used 
this vote as justification for related statewide 
legislation.

State: Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, 
authored SB 6, which would prevent individ-
ual municipalities or public school districts 
from setting their own discrimination 
policies. The bill would regulate these types 
of policies and bathroom usage based on 
biological gender.

Federal: In 2016, former President Barack 
Obama issued an executive order direct-
ing public schools to let students use the 
bathrooms of their choice based on gender 
identity. President Donald Trump revoked 
this order in mid-February. 
 

ELECTED OFFICIALS’ TERM LIMITS
City/county: Jurisdictions can individually 
set and enforce term limits of elected officials. 
Many entities do not enforce any limits.

State: Texas representatives, senators and 
statewide elected officials do not have term 
limits. Gov. Rick Perry was the longest-serv-
ing governor with three terms in office, or 14 
years total. There have been several bills filed 
this session to impose term limits on local 
jurisdictions, including water boards, school 
boards and city councils. In addition, Abbott 
has issued a call for a Convention of States to 
amend the U.S. Constitution to impose term 
limits on Congress.

Federal: Members of Congress do not have 
term limits at this time. The president has a 
term limit of two terms.

LOCAL CONTROL VS. PRE-EMPTION
City/county: Many cities have passed local 
ordinances that threaten state power. For 
example, Austin has banned plastic bags, 
voted on regulations that pushed Uber and 
Lyft out of city limits, and instituted a ban on 
texting while driving.

State: The Texas government has often chal-
lenged or pre-empted these local ordinances, 
looking to overturn decisions made by 
municipalities. Sen. Konni Burton, R-Col-
leyville, has said that although states derive 
their power from the 10th Amendment, cities 
were created by states and don’t have that 
same authority.

Federal: Abbott has called for a constitutional 
convention to reaffirm the rights of states 
through the 10th Amendment. He has said 
that federal overreach cannot be fixed in the 
term of one presidency, no matter the party 
in power.

A power struggle at the Texas Legislature 
brings to light a growing debate about 
which jurisdiction should be in charge of 
certain hot-button issues. Here are five 
examples of local control being challenged 
at the state and federal level:
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Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature COMPILED BY EMILY DONALDSON AND COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFF NEWS AND NOTES 
FROM THE CAPITOL
Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have 
established a partnership to share essential updates during the 
85th legislative session. The Texas Tribune is the only member-
supported, digitally focused, nonpartisan news organization 
that informs and engages with Texans about public policy, 
politics, government and statewide issues.

Transportation funds targeted

• More than a year after Texas voters approved routing 
billions in state sales taxes to roads and bridges, some 
lawmakers are questioning whether the first payment 
of $5 billion should move forward as planned. They are 
raising the prospect of reducing that initial cash infusion 
to free up money for other state programs.

School choice bill to be taken up

• Texas senators will be taking up Senate Bill 3, which pushes 
education savings accounts that  give Texas parents 
public money to spend on private K-12 school tuition and 
education-related expenses. The bill also proposes tax-
credit scholarships, which would allow businesses to count 
contributions to approved scholarship organizations as 
credit against their insurance premium tax.

CPS overhaul begins taking shape

• Texas House members are considering legislation that 
would make it easier for relatives to adopt at-risk children, 
eliminate bureaucracy in Child Protective Services and 
strengthen local foster care services. A Senate bill includes 
reviewing and retaining abuse and neglect records for 
longer, and making sure CPS special investigators see 
residential child-care facilities abuse victims within three 
days.

The “bathroom bill” debate

• The Senate State Affairs Committee will take up Senate 
Bill 6, which would require that  transgender people use 
bathrooms in public schools and government buildings 
based on “biological sex” and would override local laws 
that allow transgender Texans to use the bathroom that 
corresponds with their gender identity.

Where budget talks are

• Senate and House committees are already discussing the 
chambers’ respective budget proposals, which start with a 
nearly $8 billion difference. The budget debate will go deep 
into the session, which wraps up in late May. 

“Sanctuary,” ethics bills go to House

• The Texas Senate has signed off on anti-”sanctuary” 
legislation and an ethics reform bill, measures that 
deal with two issues that Gov. Greg Abbott has deemed 
emergency items. The bills now go to the House.

VISIT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/CAPITOL FOR MORE INFORMATION

BY EMILY DONALDSON 

Since the Legislature has been in session, the topic of 
“sanctuary cities” has dominated conversation under 
the pink dome, mainly due to the actions of Travis 
County Sheriff Sally Hernandez.

Hernandez campaigned saying she would evaluate 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement detainer 
requests on a case-by-case basis and not necessarily 
honor every one to boost trust in minority communi-
ties. With that promise, Hernandez is not violating any 
law. A detainer request is just that—a request—that 
law-enforcement officials can choose to comply with.

Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lubbock, is looking to change 
the discretionary nature of these requests by making 
them legally binding. In Senate Bill 4, jurisdictions that 
do not honor detainers will face repercussions in the 
form of civil penalties, withdrawal of state funding and 
criminal charges for those in leadership roles.

In the first day of enacting her policy, Hernandez 
released 37 immigrants from jail. At the same time, 191 
immigrants in the county were held under ICE detainer 
requests. Many sheriffs are claiming Travis County is 
the only one of Texas’ more than 200 counties to be 
enforcing these so-called sanctuary city policies.

In suburban areas around the state, many police 
departments are saying they do not question their 

ability to deny a detainer request.
According to law-enforcement agencies, once a per-

son is arrested, he or she will undergo an interview. If 
during that interview a correctional officer has a reason 
to believe the arrested person is an undocumented 
immigrant, the officer contacts ICE. 

Reasons for suspicion can include the arrestee’s 
origin country, if the person identifies himself or herself 
as being foreign-born, or fingerprinting. ICE can then 
choose to issue a detainer request, which gives ICE 48 
hours to transfer the person into ICE custody.

Collin County Sheriff Jim Skinner said the sheriff’s 
office has a full-time ICE agent that works in the coun-
ty’s detention facility.

“I don’t know any other jails in North Texas that do 
that,” he said. “Any undocumented immigrants that 
come into our facility are interviewed by those officers. 
Those are the officers who place the detainer on them.”

Skinner said the Collin County Sheriff’s Office 
believes it is the federal government’s job to enforce 
immigration law, so they makes office space as a result.

In Collin County in 2015, 299 detainers were placed; 
in 2016, that number was 414, and in January 2017, that 
number was 34. Over that same time, from 2015 to Jan-
uary 2017, 721 immigrants who had detainer requests 
placed were released or transferred to ICE or other 
immigration agencies. A total of 26 undocumented 
immigrants in the span of just over two years were not 
released to ICE or other agencies after a detainer was 
requested.

Processing a

DETAINER REQUEST
Although Collin County may differ from many of its peer counties 
on whether it grants detainer requests, the process to request 
one is always the same.

A  
person is 
arrested.

A law-
enforcement 

officer 
interviews the 

arrestee. 

If suspicions 
emerge about 
immigration 

status, the officer 
contacts ICE.

ICE chooses if it 
wants to detain 

the arrestee. ICE 
may or may not 

request detainer.

If detainer is 
requested, the law-

enforcement agency 
chooses whether to 
detain the arrestee.

If person is 
detained, ICE has 
48 hours to take 
the arrestee into 

custody.

Once 48 hours 
have passed, if ICE 

has not arrived, 
the arrestee must 

be released.

SOURCES: COLLIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

COLLIN COUNTY BY THE NUMBERS
2015

Number of detainers requested 299 414 34
2016 2017

Police departments work with ICE to determine individuals’ immigration statuses.

SOURCES: COLIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Travis County rejecting ICE-issued 
detainers; Collin County complies

*From 2015 to January 2017, 721 immigrants who had detainer requests 
placed were released or transferred to ICE or other immigration agencies.
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MARCH

8 Kitchen gardening workshop
Open to gardeners of all skill 

levels, the event features botani-
cal cocktails as participants plant 
culinary herbs and learn how to grow, 
preserve and cook with them. Tickets 
are limited. 6-8 p.m. $40 (per per-
son). Ettiene Market, 115 W. Louisiana 
St. 214-799-5195.  
www.ettienemarket.com 

10-18  ‘The Sunshine Boys’ 
The McKinney Reper-

tory Theatre presents the comedy by 
Neil Simon. Al and Willie, as “Lewis and 
Clark,” were top-billed vaudevillians for 
over 40 years. When CBS requests them 
for a “History of Comedy” retrospective, 
a grudging reunion brings the two back 
together. 8-10 p.m. (Fri.-Sun.), 2:30-
4:30 p.m. (March 18). $15 (students and 
seniors), $18 (adults). McKinney Perform-
ing Arts Center, Courtroom Theater, 111 
N. Tennessee St. 972-547-2650.  
www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.org

14  ‘Madame President: The 
Extraordinary Story of Ellen 

Johnson Sirleaf’
Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Helene 
Cooper of The New York Times discusses 
her book at the World Affairs Council of 
Dallas/Fort Worth program. In her book, 
Cooper examined the life of a Nobel 
Laureate, Africa’s first female president, 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. 
$15 (member), $30 (nonmember). Eldo-
rado Country Club, 2604 Country Club 
Drive. 214-965-8400. www.dfwworld.
org/register/helenecoopermck.  
membership@dfwworld.org  

18-19   Collin County Master 
Gardeners Lawn and

Garden Show 
Presented by the Collin County Master 
Gardeners, the indoor event includes 
educational events, hands-on activ-
ities and demos from local experts. 
Speakers present timely information on 
outdoor living in North Texas. Attend-
ees are encouraged to bring wagons 
or carts to fill with purchases. 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. (Sat.), 11 a.m.-5 p.m. (Sun.). $2 
(donation per person). Myers Park and 
Event Center, 7117 CR 166. 972-548-
4232. www.ccmgatx.org/thegarden-
show. info@ccmgatx.org  

21 Hoopin’ with the Blue 
The McKinney Police Depart-

ment invites the public for free pizza and 
drinks, music, activities for all ages and 
basketball challenges for ages 11-14. 
Attendees should wear their favorite bas-
ketball jersey. RSVPs are appreciated. 6-9 
p.m. Free. Old Settler’s Recreation Center, 
1201 E. Louisiana St. 972-547-7500.  
www.mckinneytexas.org 

24-25 ‘Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory’ 

Presented by the March Youth Theater, the 
adventures experienced by Charlie Bucket 
on his visit to Willy Wonka’s mysterious 
chocolate factory come to the stage. 
7:15-9 p.m. (Fri.), 2:15-4 p.m. and 7:15-9 
p.m. (Sat.). $8.50 (general admission). 
McKinney Performing Arts Center, Court-
room Theater, 111 N. Tennessee St.  
972-547-2650. www.mckinney 
performingartscenter.org

26  World of Music spring concert 
The McKinney Community 

Band’s spring concert takes attendees 
on a musical journey around the globe. 
4-5:30 p.m. Free. McKinney Performing 
Arts Center, Courtroom Theater, 111 N. 
Tennessee St. 214-544-4630.  
www.mckinneyband.com  

31 Chris Duarte performance
The Guitar Sanctuary presents 

Chris Duarte, who was named Best New 
Talent in “Guitar Player” magazine’s 1995 
reader’s poll and finished fourth in the 
Best Blues Guitarist category behind 
Eric Clapton, Buddy Guy and B.B. King. 7 
p.m. (doors), 8 p.m. (show). $10 (general 
admission), $20 (downstairs seats), $150 
(VIP table for four). The Sanctuary, 6633 
Virginia Parkway, Ste. 102. 972-540-9293. 
www.thesanctuarymckinney.com 

31  Pander & Ponder Show 
The three-comic show features 

local comedians Paulos Feerow, Craig 
Lillard and Jason Powell. 8-10 p.m. $15 
(general admission). McKinney Perform-
ing Arts Center, Courtroom Theater, 111 
N. Tennessee St. 972-547-2650.  
www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.org

31- APRIL 2  
McKinney Young Artist Competition 
Festival 
Since 1998, the annual event has brought 
student pianists to the competition in 
North Texas. Up to 10 finalists are selected 
to come to McKinney for the weekend to 
participate in the competition and receive 
instruction from a special guest artist. 
7:30 p.m. (Fri., solo recitals), 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. (Sat. competition), 2-5:30 p.m. (Sat. 
master classes), 1-3 p.m. (Sun. master 
classes). Free. Church Street Performance 
Hall, 306 N. Church St. 214-621-6298. 
http://mckinneyyoungartistcompetition.
org

MARCH 

24-26
Texas Pinball Festival
The show features more than 400 vintage and new pinball machines as 
well as classic arcade games set on free play. Various tournaments and 
vendor demonstrations also take place. 5 p.m.-1 a.m. (Fri.), 10 a.m.-mid-

night (Sat.), 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. (Sun.). $10-$65. Embassy Suites, 7600 John Q. Hammons 
Drive, Frisco. 214-471-5777. www.texaspinball.com/tpf/. info@texaspinball.com

COMPILED BY TARA POHLMEYER
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Find more or submit McKinney events 
at communityimpact.com/events. 

Event organizers can submit local 
events online to be considered for 
the print edition. Submitting details 
for consideration does not guarantee 
publication.  
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Saturdays
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March 4 & 18 

Weekly schedule 
begins April 1!
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The North Central Texas Council of Governments named some of Collin County’s most-needed 
roadway improvements to help TxDOT select and prioritize projects to expedite  their construction. 
Funding has been set aside for the majority of these roads, and transportation officials are working 
to analyze potential alternatives and proceed with strategic review to select projects.

ADDRESSING INADEQUATE 
I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Map not to scale N

SOURCES: NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS, COLLIN COUNTY, CITY OF MCKINNEY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

 CONTINUED FROM 1

2.5 million residents by 2040. 
“Collin County is in the fastest-grow-

ing area in the United States,” said 
Michael Morris, director of transporta-
tion for the North Central Texas Coun-
cil of Governments, a regional plan-
ning organization. “Collin County has 
fatal flaws in its [lack of major road-
ways]. We are going to do everything 
we can to fix these fatal flaws.”

The Texas Department of Transpor-
tation is working with NCTCOG as well 
as county and city officials to plan 
long-term solutions to some of the 
county’s most-congested roadways, 
including the major regional trans-
portation corridors of US 380 and US 
75. Solutions to the problem are being 
discussed among transportation offi-
cials as TxDOT this spring enters into 
the first of many studies on the US 380 
corridor.

Confusion about the construction 
process any alternate roadways will 
go through before construction starts 
has spread to McKinney residents, 
leading to fierce opposition to hypo-
thetical US 380 bypass suggestions.

“We are at the 5-yard line and 
we have 95 yards to go, and we just 
need everyone to participate and 
try to take the emotion out of it and 
look at the needs of today and the 
future,” said Michael Morris, regional 
transportation director for NCTCOG. 

US 380 BYPASS MISUNDERSTANDING

On Feb. 9 the city of McKinney held 
an informational meeting for the pub-
lic showing three preliminary ideas 
of where a bypass could be placed 
on existing city streets based on the 
criteria that the routes included the 
300 feet of right of way needed for 
an expansion project. Those routes 
included Wilmeth Road, Bloomdale 
Road and the future Laud Howell  
Parkway.   

City Council 
opposed all three 
of those routes 
during a Feb. 20 
work session and 
asked staff to go 
back to the draw-
ing board.

However, McK-
inney residents swarmed a Feb. 21 City 
Council meeting opposing the poten-
tial bypass routes after information at 
a Feb. 18 community meeting that did 
not involve city staff or elected officials 
led attendees to believe that one of 
the three routes would be chosen for a 
freeway.

McKinney Mayor Brian Loughmiller 
said the city is not planning to imple-
ment any of the three proposed bypass 
routes nor has council made any state-
ments indicating the city would be OK 
with demolishing homes or neighbor-
hoods to make way for the bypass.

“The preference of the council 
would be that neither businesses nor 
neighborhoods would be impacted by 
a decision that very well will not be 
McKinney’s to make,” he said.

According to TxDOT officials, a feasi-
bility study will compare US 380 route 
alternatives based on engineering, 
environmental and public feedback. 
The study is expected to be complete 
in 2019, and during the process TxDOT 
officials said they will work with res-

idents, cities, the 
county and NCT-
COG to come to an 
informed consensus 
on a potential route. 

However, a US 380 
bypass route is only 
one of several road 
projects under con-

sideration to relieve congestion in the 
county. 

COUNTY ROADWAY ACTION PLAN

In order to address the county’s 
infrastructure issues, NCTCOG has set 
aside $700 million in state funding for 
construction and another $150 million 
in state funding for engineering and 
right of way acquisition for roadways 
in Collin County. Since state-funded 
projects require a small local contribu-
tion, Collin County commissioners are 
working toward a bond election this 
November that will include more than  

$500 million. 
“We often don’t pre-fund the projects 

until they are known, but we didn’t 
want to miss out on funding for the 
needs in Collin County,” Morris said. 

To determine where that money 
will be spent, NCTCOG developed the 
Collin County Roadway Action Plan 
and split the preliminary study work 
with TxDOT. Roads in the plan include 
new north-south corridors, the Collin 
County Outer Loop, and US 380 and its 
McKinney bypass.

However, one major focal point for 
NCTCOG is a nontolled extension of SH 
121 from US 75 in McKinney to US 380 
in Princeton that would impact any 
future US 75 and US 380 projects.

Because construction of FM 546 is 
already underway—and the proposed 
SH 121 route would include FM 546—
NCTCOG this year started an emer-
gency engineering initiative to deter-
mine if TxDOT’s FM 546 project would 
serve as an access road to the proposed 
SH 121 extension or run parallel to it.

Officials said the proposed SH 121 
extension would remove some traf-
fic from US 75 through McKinney and 
have a significant impact on easing 
congestion along US 380 in east McK-
inney, as well as on SH 5, Airport Drive 
and Eldorado Parkway. 

During a Feb. 20 Commissioners 
Court meeting, NCTCOG Program Man-
ager Jeff Neal presented the proposed 

NORTH-SOUTH CORRIDORS

US 380 EXPANSION

75

75

380

PGB
TOLL

121

121

78

5

380
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Project: The project is split into portions; 
each will add a two-lane frontage road with 
speeds up to 55 mph. The sections include 
a portion from Dallas North Tollway to SH 
121, which is slated for construction, and 
another future section from US 380 to the 
Rockwall County line.

Status: The southern loop is in early 
planning phases

Funding: $150 million

Project: State, regional and county officials are 
working to expand US 380 into a major highway. City 
officials oppose the expansion through McKinney 
citing lack of right of way. Because of the city’s 
opposition, other routes including a bypass, are 
being studied.

Status: TxDOT is about to begin a feasibility study 
of the potential expansion and bypass. The study 
includes route alignments based on environmental 
and engineering studies. 

Funding: $252 million

Project: Transportation officials would like to 
add another major north-south corridor in Collin 
County to relieve traffic from US 75. All four of these 
corridors are on the table as potential routes.

Status: NCTCOG is conducting studies to see where 
the potential improvements could be made. Early 
traffic simulations show the route closest to US 75 
would relieve the most traffic from both US 380 and 
US 75.

Funding: $200 million

Project: NCTCOG modeled the SH 121 
extension as a six-lane  freeway with speeds 
at 70 mph. The extension would be nontolled, 
and officials said it would reduce congestion 
on US 380 by 44 percent.

Status: Emergency engineering initiatives 
began in February.

Funding: Exact dollar amounts are 
unavailable, but $700 million for construction 
has been set aside for Collin County

LAVON 
LAKE

SH 121 EXTENSION

COLLIN  COUNTY OUTER LOOP

“WE MODELED [THE SH 121 
EXTENSION] AS A SIX-LANE 
FREEWAY AT 70 MILES AN 
HOUR EXTENDING FROM US 
75 IN MCKINNEY TO  
US 380 IN PRINCETON.”
— JEFF NEAL, NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS COUNCIL OF 

GOVERNMENTS PROGRAM MANAGER
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SH 121 extension to county officials.
“We modeled [the SH 121 extension] 

as a six-lane freeway at 70 miles an 
hour extending from US 75 in McKin-
ney to US 380 in Princeton,” he said. 
“When considering a freeway project 
we look for simulations showing the 
road would exceed 40,000 cars a day. 
This project certainly has that level 
of justification, and when you look at 
where this road would intersect SH 
5, we are at 61,000 cars a day. But, it 
would also remove 44 percent of the 
vehicles [on] US 380 traveling from 
Princeton to McKinney.”

Transportation discussions will also 
focus on the Collin County Outer Loop, 
which would extend east from Den-
ton County across the city’s northern 
boundaries and south to SH 78. It is 
expected to act as a reliever to traffic on 
US 380 and SH 78. The proposed loop 
already has a two-lane service road 
that runs between US 75 and SH 121 in 
Melissa, and construction will begin 
on another service road from the Dal-
las North Tollway to SH 121. The Outer 
Loop would eventually run east of SH 
78 and south to I-30. Self said the road 
would be “next I-635” in terms of mov-
ing people across the county.

RELIEVING TRAFFIC ON US 75

NCTCOG simulations also show 
four potential new corridors run-
ning from US 380 in Melissa south 

to President George Bush Turnpike 
and I-30. County officials originally 
thought only one of the four options 
would be built to relieve traffic on  
US 75; however, simulated traffic stud-
ies show that all four of them could be 
needed.

“By the year 2040, we will have so 
much population growth that even 
if we built all four corridors east of  
US 75, it will still not relieve the con-
gestion on US 75,” County Commis-
sioner Chris Hill said. “There will be 
so much latent demand on US 75 that 
even if we could displace 10,000 cars, 
another 10,000 cars would just take 
their place right behind them.”

Hill said optimizing the county’s 
north-south corridors will help traffic 
traveling east and west because Collin 
County drivers currently have to go 
out of their way to connect with roads 
that take them where they need to go.

“The spacing of our roadways is 
inadequate,” he said. “NCTCOG is 
ready and wants to move quickly if we 
can get consensus on any one or more 
of those projects. That’s important to 
me because [the county is] also ready 
to move quickly as soon as we know 
which route we need to pursue and we 
want to have the money ready.”

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.
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MCKINNEY’S FIRST 
ATTEMPTS AT BYPASS ROUTES
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Dallas County Tarrant County

Collin County Denton County

According to state demographers, 
Collin  County’s population is set to 
double by 2030 and reach 2.5  million 
people by 2040. 

Collin County’s population is expected 
to surpass Dallas County’s by 2045.

McKinney Mayor Brian Loughmiller said the 
city is not planning to implement any of the 
three proposed routes nor has council made 
any statements indicating the city would be 
OK with demolishing homes or neighbor-
hoods to make way for the bypass.

City officials said the three routes presented 
in this map were opposed by council  
Feb. 20.

While TxDOT conducts a feasibility study for 
the potential bypass, city staff will continue 
work to identify potential routes and plan to 
present findings to council this summer.

City officials said they also plan to discuss 
potential routes with the city of Prosper 
to see if a route connection west of Custer 
Road is possible. 
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 CONTINUED FROM 1

hearing held Jan. 24, Texas Education 
Agency Commissioner Mike Morath 
said he has heard “buckets” of feed-
back regarding the A-F system. He said 
there has been a small, quiet group in 
support of the evaluation, but a multi-
tude of others had louder criticism.

Morath said although three of the 
categories, or domains, within the new 
rating system have clear metrics, the 
domain that measures postsecondary 
readiness is a “strange mix of remain-
ing qualifiers that don’t necessarily fit 
well together.” 

The new rating system is required 
under House Bill 2804, which was 
passed during the 2015 legislative ses-
sion. The bill required the TEA to pres-
ent an informational report to the Leg-
islature by Jan. 1, 2017. 

The A-F system will replace the 
current accountability system that 
simply states whether school districts 
met standards under certain perfor-
mance indicators. The A-F rating sys-
tem, which will be fully implemented 
in 2018, will give districts and their 
campuses an overall grade of A, B, C, 
D or F as well as an individual grade 
in five domains: Student Achievement, 
Student Progress, Closing Performance 
Gaps, Postsecondary Readiness, and 

Community and Student Engagement. 
The results published Jan. 6 only 

measured the first four domains and 
reflect a system that is a work in prog-
ress, TEA spokesperson Lauren Calla-
han said.

Many Texas school district officials 
have expressed their dissatisfaction 
with the preliminary grades, espe-
cially the grades in Domain IV, which 
measures postsecondary readiness. 
Most school districts in Collin County, 
which in large part received A’s and 
B’s in the first three domains, did not 
score higher than a C in Domain IV. 
McKinney ISD scored an A, B and C in 
domains I, II and III, respectively, and 
scored a C in Domain IV.

The MISD board of trustees has 
passed a resolution asking the Leg-
islature to repeal the A-F system and 
was part of a select group of districts 
that submitted suggestions to state 
lawmakers Jan. 17 hoping to improve 
college and career readiness within 
public schools.

MISD Superintendent Rick McDaniel 
said he strongly disagrees that a sin-
gle letter grade could represent what 
is occurring within MISD, adding that 
the new scoring method disregards 
the qualities and gifts of the district’s 
25,000 students.

A-F BILLS FILED IN 
THE 85TH TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE
A handful of bills have been filed during 
this legislative session regarding the 
A-F rating system. Here are some of the 
first bills filed:

HB 1174

HB 843

HB 1057

Replaces the A, B, C, D 
and F letter grades with 

“Exemplary,Recognized, Acceptable 
and Needs Improvement” ratings 

Adds more indicators 
to Domain IV, such as: 

the percentage of students who have 
been promoted to a higher grade level 
or earned a diploma after three or fewer 
years in high school 

Adds another indicator 
to Domain IV: the per-

centage of students who complete an 
OnRamps dual-enrollment course

SOURCE: TEXAS LEGISLATURE ONLINE/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

CALCULATING DOMAIN IV

Domain IV looks at three variables at 
the high school level to measure post-
secondary readiness: the graduation 
rate, the percentage of students grad-
uating with a higher-level graduation 
plan, and college and career readiness.

To measure college and career readi-
ness, several indicators are considered, 
including SAT and ACT scores; postsec-
ondary credits earned; students who 
completed career and technology, or 
CTE, courses; and how many students 
took Advanced Placement courses. 

Geoff Sanderson, chief program eval-
uation officer at MISD, said he was not 
surprised by the scores given to MISD 
and surrounding districts, adding that 
based on the information released 
prior to the results, he expected some 
lower scores throughout the district. 

However, he said, he did see some 
surprises in neighboring districts, such 
as Highland Park ISD, which he said 
traditionally rates among the high-
est in the state, also receiving a C in 
Postsecondary Readiness. Dallas ISD, 
which he said traditionally sees lower 
scores, received a B in Postsecondary 
Readiness. 

Sanderson said the current system—
which has three categories of, Met Stan-
dard, Met Alternative Standard and 

Improvement Requited—needed some 
improvement because the categories 
are not very descriptive. In account-
ability results from the 2015-16 school 
year, he said the current grading stan-
dard showed that 94 percent of schools 
across the state were rated as Met 
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RDISTRICTS THAT SCORED AN A IN DOMAIN IV* Most school districts that scored an A in Domain IV are categorized as rural 
districts, and their grades in the other three domains varied.

*Only independent, consolidated 
independent and common school 
districts were counted.

15% 69% ABERNATHY ISD

MALTA ISD

NEW HOME ISD 

CULBERSON COUNTY-ALLAMOORE ISD

UNITED ISD

2015-16 enrollment: 373
Number of campuses: 1
Grades enrolled: K-12
District type: NON-METROPOLITAN
2016 rating: MET STANDARD

2015-16 enrollment: 436
Number of campuses: 1
Grades enrolled: PRE-K-12
District type: RURAL
2016 rating: IMPROVEMENT REQUIRED

2015-16 enrollment: 43,710
Number of campuses: 42
Grades enrolled: K-12
District type: OTHER 
CENTRAL CITY
2016 rating: MET STANDARD

2015-16 enrollment: 115
Number of campuses: 1
Grades enrolled: PRE-K-6
District type: RURAL
2016 rating: MET STANDARD

2015-16 enrollment: 776
Number of campuses: 4
Grades enrolled: PRE-K-12
District type: RURAL
2016 rating: MET STANDARD

C
|D

|C
|A

B
|B

|C
|A

A
|A

|A
|A

F
|C

|D
|A

C
|A

|A
|A

of school districts that 
received a grade in Domain 

IV received an A rating.

of school districts that 
received an A in Domain IV 

are rural districts.

Donate your gently used items today & help 
end poverty housing!

Shop | Donate | Volunteer

Gently used furniture & appliances, 
plus building materials & supplies

SHOP, DONATE & VOLUNTEER IN 2017!

(972) 548-9112
www.McKinneyReStore.com

2060 Couch Dr.,
McKinney 75069
Tues-Sat 9am-6pm

25% OFF 
Any Single Regularly-Priced Item

Restore - McKinney
One coupon per person per month. No reproductions 
accepted. Not good on special orders. Expires 4/5/17.

Eldorado Pkwy

NCo
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r

5

Call or Text for a FREE scheduled 
pick-up (214) 598-0090

CALL NOW (469) 573-4MAX

CONNECT WITH US!

Get Your Health Going in the Right 
Direction in Just 10 Weeks with The MAX

4100 Eldorado Pkwy. Suite 200, McKinney, TX 75070 • www.themaxchallenge.com

FITNESS • NUTRITION 
MOTIVATION • RESULTS
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Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

Standard. But, he said, that does not 
mean that 94 percent of schools across 
the state received A’s in the A-F ratings.

“I don’t dismiss the [A-F] results 
completely as far as the information 
that has been made available, but I 
do think we will have some strong 
disagreement as far as how [the TEA 
assigns] grades and what they trans-
late that performance score into on 
the alpha system,” he said. “[The TEA 
hasn’t] provided descriptions of the let-
ter grades, so I don’t even know if the C 
means we are satisfactory.”

DOMAIN IV TRENDS

Out of the 150 school districts that 
received an A rating in Domain IV, 
more than two-thirds of them are cat-
egorized as “rural” school districts 
by the TEA. By comparison, MISD is 
categorized as an “other central city” 
school district, meaning it is one of the 
largest school districts in Collin and 
Denton counties. Rural school districts 
can have an enrollment of less than 
300 students.

Under HB 2804, all campuses are 
graded on postsecondary readiness, 
but a district’s score will only consider 
the postsecondary score for its high 
schools in most cases. For Domain IV, 
elementary schools are graded on the 
number of students who are chron-
ically absent, and middle schools also 
are graded on the absenteeism rate as 
well as the dropout rate.

Malta ISD, for example, which scored 
an A in Domain IV, is a rural school dis-
trict in far West Texas with one elemen-
tary school and an enrollment of less 
than 200 students. The district’s score 
in Domain IV is based on the absentee-
ism rate only.

The only ISD categorized as an 
“other central city” school district to 
receive an A in Domain IV is United 
ISD. The district in Laredo has more 
than 40 campuses with an enrollment 
of approximately 43,000 students. The 
district received a C in Domain I and 
A’s in the other domains.

COLLEGE READINESS

The problem with determining 
whether students are ready for college 
is that there is no common definition 
for college readiness, said Raymund 
Paredes, Texas Higher Education Coor-
dinating Board commissioner of higher 
education.

“There’s a great variance in what 
might be college readiness at a com-
munity college and what might be 
college readiness at [The University 
of Texas] or Texas A&M University,” 
he said. “It means different things to 

During the 2015 Texas legislative session, the state Legislature passed House Bill 2804, 
which changed the state’s accountability system for public school districts and their 
campuses. The new system gives districts and schools a letter grade of A, B, C, D or F in 
five domains as well as an overall letter grade.

DESIGNED BY LINDSAY MCCRAVY

THE FIVE DOMAINS

*Not all components measured in Domain IV were calculated in the Texas Education Agency’s initial report to the Texas Legislature on Jan. 1.
**This domain was not measured in the TEA’s initial report.

Measures how ready students 
would be for postsecondary 

education based on the State of 
Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness exam results

STUDENT  
ACHIEVEMENT

Measures how a student’s 
proficiency level on STAAR 

exams changes or is maintained 
year over year

STUDENT PROGRESS

WHAT IS MEASURED?

Measures how well campuses 
close the achievement gaps for 

their economically disadvantaged 
students

CLOSING  
PERFORMANCE GAPS

Measures students’ readiness for 
postsecondary education based on 
factors such as graduation rate and 
SAT scores

POSTSECONDARY  
READINESS*

Measures how much a district is 
engaged with its community

COMMUNITY  
AND STUDENT  

ENGAGEMENT**

I

II

III

IV

V

• Completed a coherent sequence 
of career and technical education 
courses

• Completed 12 or more hours of 
postsecondary credit

• Completed one or more AP/IB 

courses
• Met the Texas Success Initiative 

benchmark on the TSI Assessment, 
SAT or ACT exams

• Enlisted in the armed forces
• Earned an industry certification

Three indicators of community engagement as chosen by the district 
and each campus; indicators include: 

Fine arts Wellness and 
physical education

Dropout prevention 
strategies

Community  
service projects

Percentage of students who graduate with higher-level graduation plan

Percentage of graduates who:

Percentage of economically 
disadvantaged students who met 
or exceeded the STAAR Satisfactory 
Standard, STAAR Postsecondary 
Readiness Standard and STAAR 
Advanced Standard

Graduation rates

Percentage of students who met or 
exceeded the 1  STAAR Satisfactory 
Standard, 2  STAAR Postsecondary 
Readiness Standard and 3  STAAR 
Advanced Standard

Percentage of students who met 
or exceeded expected progress on 
STAAR exams

Percentage of students who exceeded 
expected progress on STAAR exams

1
The minimum score 
needed for a student to 

pass the STAAR exam; the 
score is different for each 
exam

2
A range of scores above 
the minimum passing 

score that indicate whether 
a student is prepared for 
postsecondary education

3
A range of scores above 
the Postsecondary 

Readiness Standard that 
indicate a student has 
mastered the subject

GLOSSARY

A-F RATING SYSTEM

HOW IT
WORKS

different people.”
According to The College Board, 

nearly 32 percent of Texas students in 
the class of 2015 met the SAT College 
and Career Readiness Benchmark. 

“There’s a persistent problem with 
the numbers of students who require 
developmental—or what is also known 
as remedial—education before they 
are able to take credit-bearing courses, 
particularly at community colleges but 
also at universities across the state,” 
said Harrison Keller, UT deputy to the 
president for strategy and policy.

Paredes said most first-time college 
students struggle most with math, 
writing and science. 

NEXT STEPS

As MISD and other school districts 
seek to repeal the A-F rating system, 
state legislators seem to be moving for-
ward with the new system.

In a statement, state Sen. Larry Tay-
lor, R-Friendswood, who sponsored HB 
2804, said the system is staying.

“Our students and parents deserve 
a grading system that helps individual 

students, their campuses and their dis-
tricts transparently measure academic 
success and clearly delineate where 
improvements are needed,” Taylor 
said. 

In a Senate Finance Committee hear-
ing held Jan. 24, Taylor said he would 
devote part of this session to refining 
the domains so they would be better 
indicators of student performance 
going forward.
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ON THE MARKET  (JANUARY 2017)

MARKET DATA

Price 75069 75070 75071

$375,000

$350,000

$325,000

$300,000

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD BY ZIP CODE  2016  VS.  2017

+22% +5.77% +6.38%

Builders include: Landon Homes

Square footage: 2,124-3,315

Home values: $399,990-$486,990

Amenities: hike and bike trails, The Beach, 
sports fields, parks

Schools: Comstock Elementary School, 
Scoggins Middle School and Independence High 
School 

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact 
Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current 
information.

Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real 
Estate Information System (NTREIS)
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MARKET DATA COMPARISON NEW LISTINGS

McKinney

251 258

Collin County

1,324 1,353

 2016 VS.  2017

Located in southwest McKinney near SH121, 
Fairways at Craig Ranch is a master-planned 
community that offers access to 65 acres 
of land for parks and fields, many on-site 
amenities  located within Craig Ranch, and hike 
and bike trails.

$281,990 $304,450

Median sale price

Homes on the market

372 401

39 42

Average days on the market

97.5% 98.1%

Percent of original price received

180 196

Homes under contract

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

FAIRWAYS AT CRAIG RANCH

 

Frisco
2016: 510

2017: 635
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Plano
2016: 390

2017: 451

McKinney
2016: 372

2017: 401

Personal Service.  Quality.  Results.

Contact us for our no obligation  
“Prepare Your Home to Sell Package”.

Includes staging and market analysis.

Monica Szewczyk  972-979-4699 Julie Williams  972-838-0262W W W. T E X A S P R O P E RT YS I S T E R S . C O M
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All Ingredients are 
made fresh everyday

Free Choice 
of Side Item 
w/ purchase of 2 tacos & 

a drink. $4.25 value.  
Exp: 4/5/17. Must  
present coupon.

2960 Eldorado Pkwy #5,  
McKinney, TX | (469) 714-4800

Online ordering now available at www.mytacocrush.com!

Margarita  
Monday 
$3 Margarita’s  

ALL DAY

Taco  
Tuesday 

(free chips and salsa 
w/ purchase of 2 
tacos & a drink)
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1920 W. Eldorado Pkwy. Ste 700
McKinney, TX 75069 

972-548-7111

Slim Down with 
Smoothie King!

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this 
location. Not good with any other offer. One Coupon per 
person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. Some restrictions 
may apply. Exp. 4/5/17

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this 
location. Not good with any other offer. One Coupon 
per person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. Some 
restrictions may apply. Exp. 4/5/17

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at 
this location. Not good with any other offer. One 

Coupon per person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. 
Some restrictions may apply. Exp. 4/5/17

$1.99 BREAKFAST
ANGEL FOOD SMALL SMOOTHIE 

BEFORE 10AM

$2.99 DINNER
ANGEL FOOD SMALL SMOOTHIE

AFTER 6PM

FREE
20 OZ SMOOTHIE

FREE SMOOTHIE
PURCHASE ANY MEDIUM OR LARGE 
SMOOTHIE AND GET A FREE SMALL
Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this 
location. Not good with any other offer. One Coupon 
per person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. Some 
restrictions may apply. Exp. 4/5/17

75

Eldorado 
Pkwy.

$5 
Medium

Smoothies
Every 

Friday!

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

$5.00 
OFF

13 inch cookie cake
McKinney Store Only

6 free 
chocolate chip 

cookies
with purchase of a 
$30 and up cookie 

arrangement

972-569-8383
2001 Central Circle, #107, McKinney

cookiesinbloom.com

4/5/17 4/5/174/5/17

Cerakote • Retail Gun Sales • We Repair All Models of Firearms

214.856.3976

1971 UNIVERSITY BUSINESS DR.
SUITE 109 | MCKINNEY, TX

www.1911academy.com 

10% 
OFF PARTS
when you mention this ad

Training:
license to carry (LTC)

Build Your Own AR

N. Custer Rd. 

E. University Dr. 
380

Coit Rd.

FM
 5312

U-HAUL

Mon-Thurs 11AM • 11PM | Fri-Sat 11AM • Midnight | Sun 10AM • 11PM

A PLACE TO CALL HOME
Great Food & Service
Family Friendly
Reasonable Prices
Patio Dining
12 Flat-screen HD TVs
Connected Garage parking
Locally Owned  
and operated

6601 Mediterranean Dr. McKinney, Texas 75070
( 2 1 4 )  5 9 2 - 0 2 4 0  |  h a r r y s a t t h e h a r b o r. c o m

S
toneb
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Virginia Pkwy.

Mediterranean Dr.

Join us on St. Patrick’s day  
and enjoy live music, tent specials, and much more!
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Planet Smoothie/Tasti D-Lite
2014 W. University Dr.
972-542-2251
NW corner of U.S. 380 & 75
(near Chipotle®)

$1 OFF
ANY SIZE

Limit one coupon per customer per 
visit. Taxes not included. Coupon 
must be surrendered at time of 
purchase. Not valid with other

offers. Valid only at location
listed in this ad. 

FREE
Small TASTI CUP OR 

CONE with purchase of 
any Smoothie or Tasti 

product
Limit one coupon per customer 

per visit. Taxes not included. 
Coupon must be surrendered 
at time of purchase. Not valid 
with other offers. Valid only at 

location listed in this ad. 

Exp. 4/5/17.Exp. 4/5/17.

Buy One,
Get One

FREE
Limit one coupon per customer per 

visit. Taxes not included. Coupon 
must be surrendered at time of 
purchase. Not valid with other

offers. Valid only at location
listed in this ad. 

Exp. 4/5/17.

Free
order of 

Chile con Queso 
With food purchase. 

Expires 4/5/17

WEDNESDAY 
ALL DAY HAPPY HOUR

$2 Beer/Margaritas
$3 Top Shelf Margaritas

 Chile Relleno

Filete San Miguel

Tacos Al Carbon

Fish and Shrimp al Ajillo

Plus All Your Tex-Mex 
Favorites!

506 W. University Dr. | (972) 548-2345 | sanmiguelgrillmex.com
Mon-Thu: 11:00 - 9:00 | Fri-Sat: 11:00 - 10:00 | Sunday: Closed 380

N
. 
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Featuring traditional 
mexican dishes

D I N E - I N  |  T A K E - O U T  |  C A T E R I N G

6 7 1 0  V i r g i n i a  P k w y  # 2 3 0,  M c K i n n e y,  T X  7 5 0 7 1 
(4 6 9)  2 47- 0 0 8 3  |  s a l i s i t a l i a n . c o m 

Tu e s -S u n d a y  ·  1 1 A M – 9 P M  (c l o s e d  M o n d a y)

Family owned and operated

Virginia Pkwy.

Sto
ne

br
idg

e D
r.

B Y O B  ( n o  c o r k i n g  f e e )

B u y  a  l a r g e  p i z z a 

g e t  o n e  F R E E
* To p p i n g s  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t

B O G O

Must present coupon to redeem offer

 G i a n t  S l i c e  o f  P i z z a  w i t h  o n e 
t o p p i n g  w i t h  S a l a d  a n d  D r i n k 

$ 5 . 9 5 

Lunch Special

Must present coupon to redeem offer

Buy one entree, get 
the other 1/2 off 

$5 off  
one dinner entree

Expires: 4/5/17 Expires: 4/5/17

2414 W University Dr #124, McKinney
 www.blueolivegrill.com

972.548.7050
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We Want Yours!

Accepting Quality Consignment Furniture 
and More Everyday!

Hours: 10am–6pm M–Sat • 12pm–5pm Sundays • www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com

18 locations including San Antonio, Austin, Bee Cave & The Woodlands

McKinney
2950 Craig Drive #200
McKinney, Texas
972.984.7155 • McKinney@hccenter.com

We Sell FAST! We Pay QUICK!
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