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Street improvements to provide limited relief; alternatives require corporate buy-in
Legacy employment spike to strain roads, study says

BY DANIEL HOUSTON

Plano officials are working with 
corporate leaders in the Legacy busi-
ness area to develop unconventional 
solutions to the city’s traffic woes, 
bracing for a new wave of congestion 

starting this year that will test the 
city’s already crowded road network.

As the first businesses in Legacy 
West open in April and new corporate 
offices flock to the surrounding area 
in the months and years to follow, 

the city’s roads will be inadequately 
prepared to meet the resulting travel 
demand, according to a study the city 
of Plano commissioned last year.

The result? An even more packed 

A-F ratings prompt 
district skepticism
BY LINDSEY JUAREZ

AND CASSIDY RITTER

Undeterred by a preliminary state 
rating system that suggests Plano ISD 
could better prepare students for life 
after high school, district officials are 
maintaining their approach to post-
secondary readiness and lobbying for 
changes to what they say is a flawed 
rating formula.

The district does not plan to alter 
its postsecondary approach to fit the 
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On Jan. 6, The Texas Education 
Agency published preliminary 
ratings under its new A-F rating 
system. 

LOCAL DISTRICT

RAT INGS

SOURCE: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

AREA  SCORES

I II III IV

Allen ISD A A A C

Dallas ISD D B B B

Frisco ISD A A B C

I: STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT   II: STUDENT PROGRESS

III: CLOSING THE GAPS   IV: POSTSECONDARY READINESS

W HAT  A R E  TH E  DO MA I NS ?

McKinney ISD B A C C

Plano ISD A A C C

Richardson ISD B B B B

I II III IV

This is not a 
comprehensive 
list of every area 
school district.

 

The number of 
vehicles using 
area roads is 
expected to 
rise, doubling 
or tripling at 
some points.

LEGACY BUSINESS AREA
DETAILED 
MAP INSIDE  
PAGE 20

Employment in the 
Legacy business area is 
expected to increase by 
60 percent in the next 
decade, according to a 
study commissioned by 
the city of Plano.

The resulting traffic is 
expected to strain road-
ways that are not prime 
options for expansion.
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PERSONAL SERVICE AVAILABLE IN HANDSHAKES  
AND HANDHELDS.

frostbank.com

Plano Financial Center | 5021 W Park Blvd | (214) 515-4703

M E M B E R  F D I C

With the Frost App for iPhone® & Android ® you can deposit checks, transfer funds, find nearby 

locations and talk to a real person at the bank with a single tap. 
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The state’s new, controversial school 
accountability system, which grades 
district on an A-F scale, certainly has 
people talking. The preliminary report 
was released to the public Jan. 6, based 
on data from the 2015-16 academic year.

Thoughts on this system can differ 
greatly. Many superintendents say it is 
not fair to hold all districts to the same 
standards, while those who approved the 
plan say the change is needed for mea-
surement and accountability.

If you read us online—which we hope 
you do—you have likely kept up with 
stories on the release of the preliminary 
grades under the system.

For so many of us who live in Plano or 
Collin County, the strength of our area 
schools is a source of pride. It's why many 
of the companies mentioned in our front-
page story on the Legacy business area 
chose to relocate here, and it is why you, 
like me, may have been surprised to see 
Plano score C’s in two of the key domains. 

Whether you agree with the system 
and its metrics or have questions about 
its merits, we hope you will find the 
detailed story that continues on Page 22 
useful and informative. We know this will 
remain an important topic of discussion 
and pledge to keep following it here and 
at communityimpact.com.

It is a project that has broad support from planning 
and zoning officials and Plano City Council members 
—at least, in theory. 

When it comes to specifics, however, some of those 
officials have been slow to jump on board.

Plano's former Texas Instruments campus, a prop-
erty located southwest of US 75 and Legacy Drive 
comprising mostly office buildings, is the subject of a 
redevelopment proposal that could add apartments, 
restaurants and even food-truck-accessible outdoor 
areas along the property's eastern side. 

This "Legacy Central" redevelopment plan hit a 
hitch, however, when the City Council agreed Feb. 13 
to delay a proposed zoning vote that would accom-
modate the plan. Members openly questioned the 
developer's proposal to place an apartment building 
within a few hundred feet of the US 75 frontage road, 
which could undergo an expansion in the future. 
Some expressed concern about density, too.

The council plans to reconsider the plan, which 
could be amended, at its March 21 meeting.
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Collin County’s Premier Independent Luxury Optical Boutique
We accept 
FSA & HSA

� e Shops At Starwood
6959 Lebanon Rd Ste 104  | Frisco 

214.705.1116 | www.risioptique.com

Frisco: 8600 Preston Rd Ste 123 
(Coming Soon)
Plano: 2001 Coit Rd Suite 137

 214.501.3458
Richardson: 2067 N Central Expy

 972.907.1578

Boba Tea, 
Coffee, Milk 
Cap, Slush, 

Snow Cream, 
Dessert

Frisco: 8600 Preston Rd Ste 123 

kfteausa.com #KUNGFUTEAUSAKUNG FU TEA @KFTEAUSA

Unrivaled 
quality, utmost 

attention to 
detail and 

unquestionable 
authenticity, 

that is the Kung 
Fu Tea culture.
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IMPACTS

The missional church plant does not 
have a church building yet but meets at 
various locations in West Plano. When the 
church opens at Haun Elementary School, 
services will be held at 10:30 a.m. on 
Sundays. 972-898-2728.  
www.resurrectionplano.org

9  Owners Bryan and Caleb Lewis  
expect to open Press Waffle Co.'s first 
brick-and-mortar location in September 
at Legacy Hall, a three-story food venue 
in Legacy West on Windrose Avenue. 
Press Waffle Co. began as a Kickstarter 
campaign and opened its first food truck 
in August. The food truck regularly visits 
college campuses in Dallas offering a vari-
ety of Belgian waffles, coffee and espresso 
drinks. www.presswaffleco.com 

10  Chip's Old Fashioned Hamburgers 
is expected to open its third location at 
the beginning of April at 5872 SH 121, Ste. 
105, Plano, in The Boardwalk at Granite 
Park. The restaurant serves build-your-
own burgers, sandwiches, Tex-Mex, 
seafood, salads, milkshakes, malts and a 
variety of desserts.  
www.chips-hamburgers.com 

ANNIVERSARIES

11  Dallas-based indoor cycling studio 
Lync Cycling celebrated its one-year an-
niversary Jan. 1 at 5717 Legacy Drive, Ste. 
120A, Plano, at the Shops at Legacy. The 
studio offers 45-minute, full-body work-
outs with motivational instructors and en-
ergetic music in a candlelit environment. 
214-361-1171. www.lynccycling.com 

12  Lebanese Grill celebrated its one-
year anniversary Feb. 2 at 8000 Coit Road, 
Ste. 400, Plano. The restaurant features 
authentic Lebanese cuisine for dine in or 
takeout. The restaurant's menu includes 
full rotisserie chicken, stuffed cabbage, 
hummus, tabbouleh, and lamb, goat, beef 
and chicken kabobs. 469-777-3655.  
www.facebook.com/LebaneseGrillPlano

NOW OPEN

1  The Learning Experience opened 
Feb. 1 at 8744 Ohio Drive, Plano. The 
education center is enrolling children for 
infant care, early education and preschool 
programs. The Learning Experience's cur-
riculum includes sign language for infants 
and toddlers along with foreign language, 
phonics, physical fitness, philanthropy, 
manners and etiquette programs. The 
Learning Experience began in 1980 in 
Boca Raton, Florida, and now has 205 cen-
ters across the U.S. 972-210-2728.  
www.thelearningexperience.com

2  Verizon Wireless opened a new 
location at 1201 E. Spring Creek Parkway, 
Ste. C-120, Plano, on Jan. 21. The New Jer-
sey-based wireless company sells smart-
phones, prepaid devices and accessories. 
972-379-2470. www.verizonwireless.com

3  Dallas-based The Print House 
opened Feb. 13 at 8245 Preston Road, Ste. 
300, Plano. The company provides print 

and graphic design services to businesses 
"without the slow turnaround and high 
prices," according to the company's web-
site. 469-398-2811. 
www.theprinthousetx.com 

4  Silk & Chiffon opened its first 
storefront Feb. 11 at 8600 Preston Road, 
Ste. 106, Plano. The company specializes 
in Indian fashion, including dresses 
and other clothing for women, men and 
children. It previously sold its wares 
entirely online. 469-579-4815.  
www.silkandchiffon.com

COMING SOON

 5  India Bazaar is expected to open 
its second Plano location at 8450 Angels 
Drive sometime in March. The Plano-
based Indian grocery and produce market 
sells cosmetics, spices and household 
items. India Bazaar also has a location 
at 832 W. Spring Creek Parkway, Plano.  
www.indiabazaardfw.com

6  Unlawful Assembly Brewing Co. 
is expected to open a craft brewery and 
tap room in early fall at Legacy Hall, a 
three-story food venue in Legacy West 
on Windrose Avenue. Unlawful Assembly, 
located on the second and third floors 
of the food hall, will be a full-functioning 
brewery offering tours and will serve 
a wide range of brews year-round. The 
brewery will also have rotating taps to 
include collaborative and seasonal beers, 
according to its Facebook page.

7  Peter Millar is expected to open its 
first Dallas-area location sometime in mid 
April at 7701 Windrose Ave., Ste. F150, at 
Legacy West in Plano. The retailer sells 
menswear for any part of the day. It also 
sells womenswear, collegiate clothing 
and golf  wear. The North Carolina-based 
retailer was founded in 2001.  
www.petermillar.com 

8  Resurrection Episcopal Church is 
set to open at Haun Elementary School, 
4500 Quincy Lane, Plano, on April 16. 

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding.  COMPILED BY CASSIDY RITTER 
AND DANIEL HOUSTON

News or questions about Plano? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.
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Your year is almost up. 
Have you filed your claim yet?

972.335.PEAK (7325)
6201 Technology Drive, #115

Frisco, TX 75033

CALL US FOR A FREE INSPECTION

$500 OFF
Roof replacement

$125 OFF
Roof repair

Min. $5,500 replacement or $500 
repair.  Mention Community Impact 
to redeem. Roof replacement offer 

is based on roof size.  
Expires 3/30/17.

OR

Residential Roofing • Commercial Roofing • Emergency Roof Repair

www.peakroofingsystems.com

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service
*Restrictions May Apply
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RELOCATIONS

13  Shiva Medical Care Center opened 
its relocated office at 4670 McDermott 
Road, Ste. 202, Plano, on Jan. 20. The 
doctor’s office, previously located near the 
intersection of Coit Road and McDermott 
Drive in Plano, performs annual exams, 
well woman exams and treats a number 
of health issues, including minor colds, 
flus and other conditions. 972-943-0736. 
www.shivamedicalcarecenter.com 

RENOVATIONS

14  Jimboy's Tacos, located at 101 W. 
Spring Creek Parkway, Ste. 734, Plano, is 
temporarily closed for renovations and is 
expected to reopen sometime in late sum-
mer. These renovations began Oct. 1. The 
California-based taco restaurant serves a 
variety of tacos and burritos. 
972-575-8220. www.jimboystacos.com 

15  Main Event Entertainment com-
pleted renovations to its space at 3941 
N. Central Expressway, Plano, on Feb. 9. 
The bowling alley's renovations included 
luxury seating, 160-inch TV screens and a 
sports lounge. 972-881-8181.  
www.mainevent.com/locations/plano-tx

16  Oak Point Recreation Center, lo-
cated at 6000 Jupiter Road, Plano, closed 
Jan. 31 for renovations, which include 
refinishing the basketball and racquetball 
courts and converting the existing weight 
room into a studio classroom. Guests will 
be able to use other Plano recreation and 
aquatic centers until Oak Point Recreation 
Center reopens in the fall. www.plano.gov

CLOSINGS

17  Bachendorf's closed its location at 
The Shops at Legacy at 7401 Lone Star 
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Drive, Ste. B-100, Plano, on Jan. 31. The 
jewelry store had been open in Plano since 
November 2008. www.bachendorfs.com 

18  Luke's Locker announced Jan. 20 it 
would temporarily close its Plano store at 
5717 Legacy Drive, Ste. 180. In a state-
ment on its Facebook page, the company 
announced it expected to reopen the 
location in two to three weeks. Four days 
later, the company announced it had filed 
to reorganize under Chapter 11 protection. 
www.lukeslocker.com 
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FEATURED IMPACT — ICE CREAM WASTED

Ice Cream Wasted opened Jan. 14 at 2011 W. Spring Creek Parkway, Ste. 2000, 
Plano. The dairy-free, liquor-infused ice-cream store offers spiked ice-cream tastings 
by appointment only. Flavors offered at Ice Cream Wasted change on a weekly basis 
including its French-toasted and rum-glazed pineapple cheesecake flavors. Custom-
ers must be at least 21 years old and can purchase tickets online or can order pint- or 
quart-sized ice cream to go. 800-730-0695. www.icecreamwasted.com



CLEAN OUT & CASH IN!
We pay cash for gently used, 

fashionable clothing and resell 
it at amazing prices!

• Women’s sizes 0-3x
• Cute, current, and clean clothing!
• Designer purses, shoes and jewelry too!
• No Appointment Needed
• CASH upfront or 10% more in store credit

3405 Midway at Parker • 972-378-9797 

Mon- Sat 10-6, Sun 1-5 
Buying Hours: Mon - Sat 10-5

www.closetrevivaltx.com
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IMPACTS

swimming pool, free breakfast and Wi-Fi. 
Holiday Inn Express hotels has more than 
2,400 locations around the world.  
www.holidayinn.com

12  Flying Fish is expected to open in late 
2017 at Heritage Creekside, a 156-acre 
mixed-use development. The fast-casual 
restaurant serves fresh catfish, shrimp, 
oysters, crab legs, salmon, burgers, 
chicken and crawfish. Flying Fish has six 
locations in the Dallas Fort Worth region. 
www.flyingfishinthe.net 

13  The Middleby Bakery Group is set to 
open its 30,000-square-foot Bakery Inno-
vation Center at 808 Stewart Ave., Plano, 
on April 11. The center will allow custom-
ers to test new equipment before purchas-
ing it. The center will also allow bakers to 
test new equipment from Middleby and 
provide feedback. The $2.3 million facility 
will also have a French-style bakery and 
cafe, which will be used as a meeting and 
training area. 972-422-5808.  
www.stewart-systems.com 

14  Gong Cha plans to open its first 
Dallas-Fort Worth franchise store at the 
end of February or early March at 2205 N. 
Central Expressway, Plano. The bubble 
tea brand prides itself on having fresh 
tea brewed every four hours, pearls or 
bubbles cooked every four hours and tea 
sourced from Taiwan. 972-388-6885. 
www.gongchausa.com

15  Jiffy Lube is set to open its second 
Plano location  April 15 at 1229 Coit Road. 
The car maintenance shop offers oil 
changes as well as brake, cooling system 
and tire services. Jiffy Lube is also located 
at 4144 W. Spring Creek Parkway, Plano.  
www.jiffylube.com 

ANNIVERSARIES

16  PDQ celebrated its one-year anni-
versary at 1151 Preston Road, Plano, on 
Dec. 12. The fast-casual restaurant serves 
chicken, homemade sauces, hand-tossed 
salads, sandwiches and hand-spun 
shakes. The restaurant is PDQ's first Plano 

NOW OPEN

1  VomFASS, a European-based retailer 
of premium oils, vinegars, spices and fine 
spirits, opened its second Plano location 
at 4909 W. Park Blvd., Ste. 117, on Jan. 3. 
VomFASS is also located at 8315 Preston 
Road, Ste. 300, Plano. 469-443-0380. 
www.vomfassusa.com

2  The Bridge at Heritage Creekside 
opened Dec. 26 at 1550 W. Plano Park-
way, Plano. The 327-unit, pet-friendly 
apartment complex has a business center, 
clubhouse, covered parking, a swimming 
pool, conference room, gated access and a 
fitness center. 469-229-7154.  
www.heritagecreekside.com

3  ClearVue Imaging opened at 4090 
Mapleshade Lane, Ste. 120, Plano, on Dec. 
5. ClearVue offers CT scans, X-rays, MRIs, 
ultrasounds and interventional radio-  
logy services provided by board-certified 
radiologists. 469-680-4297.  
www.clearvueimaging.com 

4  Design & Mine opened its first loca-
tion at 6505 W. Park Blvd., Ste. 215, Plano, 
on Feb. 16. Design & Mine is a home decor 
workshop that offers step-by-step classes 
to make home decor projects. The work-
shops primarily focus on wood signs, and 

the classes include sanding, distressing, 
painting and customizing the sign.  
469-573-4441. www.designandmine.com 

5  Express Lash and Makeup Academy 
opened Jan. 28 in Collin Creek Mall, 811 N. 
Central Expressway, Plano. The academy 
offers courses in microblading, makeup 
artistry, cosmetology, an estheticians 
course and an eyelash extension tech-
nician course. Each class begins on the 
first Tuesday of the month. 972-379-3217. 
www.facebook.com/explmua  

6  Cosmic Canine opened Feb. 11 at 
3055 W. 15th St., Plano. The dog training 
facility offers a variety of group classes, 
private one-on-one sessions, seminars 
and fitness equipment rentals.  
214-380-9177.  
www.cosmiccaninetraining.com

7  Plano residents David Martin and 
Linda McCall opened XO Coffee Co. at  
1025 E. 15th St., Plano, on Feb. 11. The 
European-style cafe offers a breakfast and 
lunch menu, grab-and-go items and des-
serts. The cafe also has a weekend brunch 
menu, craft coffee and tea drinks and a 
kids menu. 972-977-0962.  
www.xocoffeeco.com 

COMING SOON

8  Little Greek is expected to open its 
first Plano location by the end of March at 
3100 Independence Parkway, Ste. 102A. 
The Greek restaurant is best known for 
its Greek salads and gyros as well as its 
signature desserts, including baklava and 
homemade rice pudding.  
www.littlegreekrestaurant.com 

9  In late 2017, Rodeo Goat Ice House is 
expected to open in Heritage Creekside, 
a 156-acre mixed-use development. The 
family-friendly restaurant serves a variety 
of burgers made from beef ground in-
house, and is also known for its rotating 
taps and cocktail menu. Rodeo Goat Ice 
House has locations in Dallas and Fort 
Worth. www.rodeogoat.com 

10  SnoTea is expected to open sometime 
near the end of February at 5930 W. Park 
Blvd., Ste. 1200, Plano. The dessert store 
will serve a combination of snow ice—sim-
ilar to frozen cotton candy—frozen yogurt 
and ice cream. SnoTea will also serve bub-
ble tea and crepes. 469-726-2770.  
www.facebook.com/snoteaplano 

11  Holiday Inn Express & Suites- 
Plano East is expected to open at 2001 E. 
President George Bush Turnpike, Plano, 
sometime in July, August or September. 
The hotel will have 122 rooms, an indoor 

 COMPILED BY CASSIDY RITTER
News or questions about Plano? 

Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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“Spring Fest” When the Tulips bloom

Open Tuesday - Saturday: Lunch 11:00am - 4:00pm, 
Steinhour 4:00 - 7:00pm, Dinner 4:00 - 10:00pm
221 W Parker Rd, Ste 527 • 972-881-0705 • www.bavariangrill.com

As the meadows start to green the Bavarian mountains, people like to go 
hiking and afterwards they go to the local Gasthaus to enjoy some of these 
traditional authentic spring favorites.

Enjoy some of these traditional, authentic Spring favorites 
available now! Parker Rd. 

75

N

Authentic Bavarian food & fun!
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FEATURED IMPACT — MY FIT FOODS

My Fit Foods, a healthy meal to-go company, announced the closure of its stores 
nationwide Feb. 12, including its location at 2100 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 115, Plano. The 
Austin-based company served to-go breakfast, lunch, dinner and snacks ranging 
from salads and gluten-free options to turkey and tacos. My Fit Foods had over 50 
locations with eight stores in North Texas. www.myfitfoods.com 

location. The company has nine locations 
in Texas, including one in Frisco.  
214-233-7290. www.eatpdq.com 

17  Plano Overhead Garage Door 
celebrated its 40th anniversary Jan. 19 at 
1100 N. Central Expressway, Ste. A, Plano. 
The business offers service and garage 
door repairs, including spring repair and 
installing garage doors and garage door 
openers. 972-422-1695.  
www.planooverhead.com 

RELOCATIONS

18  Hope's Door Resale Store opened 
at its new location on Feb. 14 at 2129 
W. Parker Road, Plano. The resale store 
closed its previous location at 3000 
Custer Road, Ste. 220, Plano, at the end 
of January. Hope's Door Resale Store sells 
furniture, jewelry and clothing through a 
client voucher program. Items that do not 
sell through the voucher program are then 
sold to the public, and all proceeds benefit 
programs and services at Hope's Door. 
972-769-0610. www.hopesdoorinc.org 

CLOSINGS

19  Zumiez closed its Collin Creek Mall 
location, 811 N. Central Expressway, 
Plano, on Jan. 21. The Seattle-based retail 
store sells clothing, footwear, accessories, 
skateboards and snowboards. Zumiez has 

hundreds of stores across the U.S. and 
Canada, including a location at Stonebriar 
Centre, 2601 Preston Road, Ste. 1154, 
Frisco. www.zumiez.com

20  After 21 years in business, Theatre 
Britain will close at the end of its 2017 sea-
son. The theater, 1517 H Ave., Plano, first 
opened in 1996 with a traditional British 
panto, a fairy tale complete with songs, 
dances, jokes and audience participation. 
The theater will continue to present shows 
until the end of the year. 972-490-4202.  
www.theatre-britain.com 

21  On Feb. 1, Cotton On closed its Collin 
Creek Mall location at 811 N. Central 
Expressway, Plano. The retail store sells 
clothing for men, women, children and 
baby as well as accessories. The Austra-
lia-based retailer has approximately 1,200 
stores in 12 countries, including locations 
at Stonebriar Centre, 2601 Preston Road, 
Frisco, and the Galleria, 13350 Dallas Park-
way, Dallas. www.cottonon.com
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Jump  Start  your 
Fall  Garden 

with  Texas  Pure 
Products 

Compost  and  Mulch

HEALTHY   PLANTS   START 
WITH   HEALTHY  SOIL

The   recipe   for
success   is   simple:

amend new beds with equal parts 
compost and soil. Plant, water, mulch 
and enjoy! Look for “how to” videos 

on our website.

Community Impact
10% off  product of  choice or 50% 10% off  product of  choice or 50% 
off  delivery on purchase of  5cy or off  delivery on purchase of  5cy or 
more. 1 coupon per household.more. 1 coupon per household.

Get Ready for Spring!

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com8



$50 OFF
ANY CUSTOM FRAMING 

ORDER OVER $100
 

Must present this coupon when ordering. Limit 
one per household. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer. Expires 3/30/17.

Locally Owned - All Work Done On Site
Huge Selection & Fast Turnaround

Sports Items & Memorabilia
Mementos & Hobbies
Custom Sized Mirrors

Design Satisfaction is GUARANTEED

4150 Legacy Drive • Frisco
Just South of Lebanon

Next to Starbucks

972.334.0223
www.FastFrameFrisco.com800 N. Central Expressway, Plano, TX (On the NE corner of Hwy. 75 N. at Plano pkwy. Opposite Collin 

Creek Mall) | Monday-Saturday 10-6 * Sunday 11-6 | 972.509.7878 | www.highstreetdfw.com

EXTRAVAGANZA & SALE
Join us for a special weekend of Fun and Celebrate 
our 5th Anniversary Saturday & Sunday: March 4 & 5

High Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street AntiquesHigh Street Antiques
5th ANNIVERSARY

Sales, Refreshments. Wine & Cheese after 4pm. Drawings, Door Prizes, 
Seminars, Lectures, and Entertainment (Hosted by the Chocolate 

Angel Sat 3-5), Check our Facebook Page & Website for more detail: 
highstreetdfw.com • Facebook.com/HighStreetAntiques
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F   amilies step through the 
doorway of Enchanted Fairies to 

find a warmly lit den of hardwood 
floors, plush furniture and walls 
decorated with specialty portraits of 
children dressed as fantasy charac-
ters: fairies, warriors and mermaids.

The specialty photography studio's 
ambience—set by the whimsical 
music and scents of white tea, thyme 
and jasmine that waft through its 
chambers—stands in contrast to the 
sterile hallway just outside its doors 
in The Shops at Willow Bend, where 
Enchanted Fairies has operated since 
mid-2014.

The carefully crafted environment 
helps set the stage for the portrait ses-
sions themselves, said Aileen Avikova, 
who co-owns the business with her 

brother and her husband. 
“It’s all about keeping them in this 

bubble of they’re not in a mall, they’re 
not in a retail space—they’re defi-
nitely not at a photography studio—
they’re just in Narnia,” Avikova said. 
“They’ve entered a different world.”

The studio is built around an 
unconventional business model: 
Clients pay $25 per child for the shoot 
and an 8-by-10-inch portrait, and 
all of the proceeds go to children's 
charity Kidd's Kids. The studio only 
makes money if customers upgrade to 
a more elaborate photo package. Most 
do, Avikova said.

This charitycentric policy has been 
in place since Avikova and her hus-
band, Christopher Rensink, helped 
her brother, Dan Gutier, rebrand a 

traditional photography studio into 
one that focused exclusively on fairy-
themed photo shoots in 2012.

Gutier had started to offer the fairy 
shoots at his old studio, and they 
became so popular with clients that 
Gutier began to have trouble bal-
ancing his studio management with 
his extensive volunteering commit-
ments. Launching Enchanted Fairies, 
Rensink suggested, could be a way to 
blend business with philanthropy.

“On the front end, I think, it’s 
scary,” Avikova said of the Enchanted 
Fairies business model. “But it really 
forced us to innovate and really [ask], 
'How much value can we bring to this 
client on the front end so that they do 
feel compelled to actually purchase 
one of their images?'”

BY DANIEL HOUSTONEnchanted Fairies
Specialty portrait studio makes fantasy real for children

Enchanted Fairies

6121 W. Park Blvd., Ste. C222, Plano

214-607-3030

Hours: 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Mon.-Sat.,  
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sun.

W. PARK BLVD.
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IMMERSIVE PROCESS

Photographer Carrie Crutchfield laughs 
with parents Norbert and Laura Logs-
don at a Feb. 7 photography session.

Crutchfield works with Garland resi-
dents Emma and Ethan Logsdon during 
the photo shoot.
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Emma Logsdon, 3, and Ethan Logsdon, 5, smile for the camera while dressed as a fairy and a warrior at Enchanted Fairies in Plano.

THE SHOPS  
AT WILLOW BEND

Husband Christopher Rensink and wife 
Aileen Avikova are two of the three owners 
behind Enchanted Fairies photo studio.



Discover
the Home Care Difference

PERSONAL CARE & SUPPORT WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST!

Companion Services • Hourly Services
Live-In • Errands & Shopping Services

Hospital/Nursing Home Bedside Services
Light Housekeeping & Meal Preparation

Alzheimer’s & Dementia
Accident & Surgery Recovery

Executive Care is licensed, bonded and insured.
Our in-home care providers are highly skilled 
and experienced in caring for the disabled, 

recovering and Seniors.

1721 W. Plano Pkwy, Suite 104
Plano • 972-379-1100
Call Us 24 Hours a day / 7 days a week
www.dallas.executivehomecare.com

EXECUTIVE CARE 972-379-1100

IN-HOME
ASSESSMENTFREE

Junk Removal

Donation Pick-Up
& Delivery

Furniture, 
Appliances, Pianos

Single Items to
Complete Clean Outs 

Above-Ground
Pool, Hot Tub

& Shed Demolition

We donate, recycle or repurpose nearly 70% of all items collected!

Junk Removal

Donation Pick-Up
& Delivery

Mention IMPACT
and receive up to

$30 OFF*
Zip codes 75023, 75024, 

75025, 75026, 75074, 75075 
75086, 75093 only!

*$15 OFF up to 1/2 truckload / $30 OFF more than 1/2 truckload. May not be combined with other offers.

LET US DO YOUR HEAVY LIFTING!

CALL TODAY FOR  A FREE ESTIMATE 1-800-586-5872

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10

T he brick walls in Vickery Park, a 
downtown Plano restaurant and 

lounge, are scattered with local art, 
adding unique characteristics to the 
room. In the back, guests will find an 
open area filled with couches, games 
and beer signs on the wall. 

“We’re certainly not a corporate 
restaurant,” Vickery Park owner Sean 
Teele said. “If you look around, it’s an 
old building, and it was also designed 
by myself.”

The restaurant, which holds 135 cus-
tomers, is located in a narrow building 
that spans an entire block running 
from 15th Street to 15th Place. 

Along with the restaurant’s design, 
Teele also created the original menu, 
which in eight years of business has 
remained unchanged. 

Teele said he is in the process of 
revamping the menu at Vickery Park 
to add items and adjust prices that 
have stayed steady since the restau-
rant opened in early 2009. 

The revamped menu would retain 
many of its old favorites, he said.

These dishes include Prince Edward 
Island mussels sautéed with a home-
style citrus cream sauce ($8 half order, 
$13 full order), blackened salmon 
($13) served with asparagus and the 
crowd favorite brisket sandwich ($8), 
Teele said. The sandwich comes with 
a Kahlua cream sauce, with smoked 
cheese served on a honey bun with 
the choice of a side. 

“Most of our food is scratch-
made,” he said. “We [also] have some 
great craft beers with a lot of local 

influence, and we rotate our 12 draft 
beers.”

The best part about Vickery Park, 
Teele said, is the sense of community 
and casual environment. 

The regulars are close-knit, Teele 
said, but guests will almost always 
see an open seat between people 
at the bar. This draws people in by 
themselves or in groups, but when 

BY CASSIDY RITTER 1: Sean Teele opened Vickery Park in 
2009. 2: Vickery Park's mussels ($8 or 
$13) are sauteed with a homestyle citrus 
cream sauce. 3: The brisket sandwich 
($8) served with a side is a crowd favorite. 

Vickery Park 

1011 E. 15th St., Plano

972-423-6205

Hours: 11 a.m.-2 a.m. all week

www.facebook.com/vickerypark

Vickery Park
Downtown eatery stakes claim as casual hangout
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DINING FEATURE

RESTAURANT  
SPECIALS:
Half-price pizza on Mondays 
Happy hour from  
4-7 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

• $4 well drinks
• $2.50 domestics
• $1 off select drafts 

they leave, they do so with a new 
friend, Teele said.

“[While here,] you’re going to have 
some great food, and you’re going to 
meet one of your next friends,” he said. 
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• Residential & commercial
• Fully insured 
• A+ BBB rating
• Voted Best Roofi ng Company 3 years running
• Warranty provided

w w w. a m e r i t e x r o o f i n g . n e t

972.569.9719
517 N. Tennessee 

McKinney, TX 75069

AmeriTex
Roofing

FREE
INSPECTION & 

ESTIMATE on a NEW roof
Mention this ad for discount

SAVE UP TO

$500

Insurance Storm Repair
Deadline March 22, 2017

• ALERT •

AMERITEX

ROO FI NG

Since Trusted1986
Serving the metroplex

 For 30 YEARS!
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All information on this page was updated as of  
02/14/17. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com.

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES COMPILED BY CASSIDY RITTER

1  Ohio Drive pavement repair

Drivers in west Plano can expect lane clo-
sures along Ohio Drive for a pavement-re-
pair project that will eventually run from 
SH 121 to President George Bush Turnpike. 
The repairs will begin in the northbound 
lanes from the south, then loop back to 
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4  US 75, President George Bush 
Turnpike intersection

A construction project to reconfigure 
the ramps and merging lanes at US 75 
and the PGBT interchange includes wid-
ening the railroad bridge between the 
PGBT and Plano Parkway, widening the 
bridge at 15th Street and constructing 
a braided ramp southbound between 
15th Street and Plano Parkway. The 
braided ramp and 15th Street bridge 
projects are ongoing.

Timeline: May 2016-early 2019

Cost: $37 million

Funding source: Texas Department of 
Transportation

Cost: $3.8 million 

Funding source: city of Plano

2  Spring Creek Parkway repairs

Crews will begin southbound pavement 
repairs on Spring Creek Parkway from SH 
121 to Tennyson Parkway in March and 
eventually work northbound and south-
bound. Drivers can expect two lanes closed 
between 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on  weekdays and 
one lane closed at all hours. 

Timeline: March-April

Cost: $1.5 million

Funding source: city of Plano

3  Coit, Custer roads intersection 
improvements 

Intersection improvements along A  Coit 

Road and 15th Street and B  Custer Road 
and Plano Parkway resumed in January. 
When the improvements are complete, 
the intersection of 15th Street and Coit 
Road will have dual left-turn lanes for all 
approaches except the northbound to 
westbound turning lane. The Custer Road 
and Plano Parkway intersection will have 
dual left-turn lanes and dedicated right-
turn lanes for all approaches. 

Timeline: July 2015-September 2017

Cost: $1.4 million

Funding sources: city of Plano, Collin 
County 

work on the southbound lanes. At the end 
of February and early March, there will be 
no southbound traffic allowed between 
Plano Parkway and PGBT while crews work 
in the area. 

Timeline: February-September   

(Each phase lasts about two weeks.) 
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“ Big-time prostate cancer therapy,  
small-time side effects?”

  Precisely.

1501 West Royal Lane  
Irving, TX 75063   •   1-844-544-0446

It’s a proven treatment called proton therapy.
The most advanced radiation cancer treatment in Texas, it targets tumors with a 
focused proton beam of radiation that’s just a few millimeters wide. And because 
of its precision, many patients may experience fewer side effects and a better 
quality of life during and after treatment. 

To learn more, visit TexasCenterforProtonTherapy.com. 
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Mustang Square plan, object of ire for some, passes early test
BY DANIEL HOUSTON

Plano planning and zoning officials 
on Feb. 6 backed a plan for a large 
mixed-use development along SH 
121 despite objections from a vocal 
group of residents intent on slowing 
an influx of new apartments and 
townhomes to the area.

The Plano Planning and Zoning 
Commission approved a zoning 
change and concept plan for the 

proposed Mustang Square develop-
ment. The proposed mix of office 
space, retail, restaurants, hotels, 
single-family residences, apartments 
and townhomes requires Plano City 
Council approval before developers 
can move forward with a residential 
component.

If approved, the 38.7-acre Mustang 
Square development would be located 
at one of Plano’s more prominent 

undeveloped tracts of land southwest 
of SH 121 and Rasor Boulevard.

Plano residents who made it to the 
public hearing were mostly critical of 
the proposed development, arguing 
the additional multifamily commu-
nities could worsen traffic on already 
crowded roadways and depress home 
values.

Opponents included residents 
of nearby neighborhoods and 

candidates for local office, who 
handed out campaign materials to 
attendees or made speeches against 
the addition of any new apartment 
complexes to the area.

Developers insisted the proposed 
Mustang Square project would be 
better for nearby neighborhoods than 
the existing zoning, which allows 
for offices and retail but not residen-
tial construction. They also said the 
project must incorporate a residential 
component to complement the busi-
nesses coming to Mustang Square.

RENDERING COURTESY CITY OF PLANO

Plano planning and zoning officials on Feb. 6 backed a zoning change and concept plan for  the proposed Mustang Square development.DEVELOPMENT
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Now enrolling for the 2017-2018 school year

972.447.0532 • www.popcs.org
4004 Midway Road

Near Dallas North Tollway and Park Blvd.

A CARING ENVIRONMENT DEVELOPING

ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE

Serving ages 6 weeks to Grade 12
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CITY & COUNTY

District sets Aug. 21 start date for Plano schools; 
trustees say they intend to start earlier next year

Council finalizes bond propositions, calls election

Republic Services mulls 
replacement facility

PLANO ISD    After feedback from 
community members and district 
staff, the Plano ISD board of trustees 
approved the 2017-18 academic calen-
dar with a start date of Aug. 21.

At the board's Feb. 7 meeting, 
trustee David Stolle said he supports 
the earlier start date in 2017-18 but 
would like to use 2017-18 as a transi-
tion year and begin planning for an 
earlier start date in the 2018-19 school 
year.

“I will support an aggressive early 
start next year,” PISD board Vice 
President Nancy Humphrey said.

The board received 351 responses, 
and over 73 percent of the responses 
were from staff. Overall, 45 percent 
of respondents preferred to start Aug. 
21, according to an updated report 
given to the board.

The board is talking about a 
calendar school year that starts in 
six months and many families make 

plans further out than six months, 
trustee Yoram Solomon said.

In addition to the approved calen-
dar, the board requested waivers for 
two early release days and three pro-
fessional learning days for the 2017-18 
academic school year. 

The two early release days will 
affect elementary students prior to a 
holiday or the end of the school year, 
according to a letter from the district 
to Texas Education Agency Commis-
sioner Mike Morath. 

PLANO   The Plano City Council on 
Feb. 13 approved a May 6 bond elec-
tion for proposed projects totaling 
just over $224 million.

Funding for restoration of the Col-
linwood House, an 1860s-era home 
located off Windhaven Parkway, was 
included in one of the proposals, but 
council members struck a clause that 
would have allowed for the relocation 
of the historic building.

If approved, the Collinwood House 
bond measure would provide money 
for renovation of the building at its 
existing site. City officials have said if 

voters do not approve the Collinwood 
House proposition, then the building 
will likely be demolished.

PLANO   The company responsible 
for processing recyclable items 
for the city of Plano is discussing 
options for a potential replacement 
facility after its Plano location was 
engulfed in flames and destroyed in 
December.

Republic Services has removed 
the debris resulting from the Dec. 
28 fire at the 14th Street facility just 
east of Los Rios Boulevard, com-
pany spokesperson Tracy Skenan-
dore said. A replacement facility 
would most likely be located at the 
original site, she said, although the 
company is reviewing options.

“We are dedicated and commit-
ted to restoring the local recycling 
resources offered to the community 
and our customers we feel fortunate 
to serve,” Skenandore said.

Following a two-week period 
immediately after the fire during 
which the city simply dropped its 
recyclable materials in a landfill, 
Republic Services has been process-
ing those materials at the Waste 
Management facility in Garland, 
according to Skenandore. The city 
announced Jan. 11 that recycling 
services would be restored.

The 14th Street facility had served 
as a drop-off point for the city’s 
recycling—much of which consisted 
of combustible materials that could 
facilitate a fast-spreading fire, Plano 
Fire-Rescue reported at the time.

Fire officials reported no injuries 
to Republic Services employees. 
The facility was declared a total 
loss even as firefighters continued 
to monitor the residual flames the 
following morning.

News from the city of Plano, Plano ISD and Collin College COMPILED BY DANIEL HOUSTON, CASSIDY RITTER AND NICOLE LUNA

MEETINGS

Plano City Council meets Feb. 27 and March 
13 at 7 p.m. www.plano.gov

Plano ISD board of trustees meets Feb. 28, 
March 7 and 21 at 6 p.m. www.pisd.edu

Collin County Commissioners Court meets 
Feb. 27, March 13 and 20 at 1:30 p.m. and 
March 6 at 6 p.m. www.collincountytx.gov

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_pln

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

PLANO    A plan to redevelop the former 

Texas Instruments campus in Plano 

was put on hold Feb. 13 after Plano City 

Council members expressed skepticism 

about the number of apartments planned 

for the property and their proximity to US 

75. The council voted to table until March 

consideration of the Legacy Central 

development's proposed zoning change, 

which would have allowed apartments 

within a few hundred feet of the US 75 

frontage road, south of Legacy Drive.

PLANO    The city has lowered parking 

limits for most downtown Plano spaces 

from four to three hours in an ordinance 

that was passed Jan. 23. Spaces on  
I Avenue between 16th and 18th streets 
and in the southern half of the public 
parking lot at J Avenue and 12th Street 
were not affected.

NUMBER TO KNOW

$600M  The amount voters 
will consider on the 

May 6 ballot to pay for bond-funded 
projects at Collin College. The bulk of the 
proposal will be to fund future campuses 
in Wylie, Farmersville and Celina, said Ken 
Lynn, Collin College chief financial officer. 
The bond would also fund a technical 
center on SH 121.

The bond projects will be broken down 
into six propositions. Here is the order 
in which they will appear:

• Street improvements—$90.3 million
• Public safety facilities—$29 million
• Park improvements—$78.9 million
• Recreation center amenities—$12.5 

million
• Library facilities—$10 million
• Collinwood House and historic 

preservation—$3.5 million

2017-18  
Start Date

AUGUST 

21 JUNE 

12017-18  
End Date



Experience the Parks Department’s New Adaptive Playground

Pet Registration Just Got Better! 

Plano’s Jack Carter Park will 
soon feature a new all-inclusive 
playground the first of its kind 
in Plano.  Designed to serve 
children with disabilities, the 
playground includes  
experiences that involve  
movement and climbing as well 
as tactile, visual and auditory 
features. The park will also 
feature a covered pavilion, water 
fountains and picnic tables

“This playground is designed 
for children of all abilities to 
play, learn and grow together. 
It is important for all children 
to have a variety of sensory 

experiences for healthy  
development,” said City of Plano 
Community Relations  
Specialist Kelley Crimmins. 
“The playground is located in a 
large park area with ample  
parking, shelters and facil-
ities that include accessible 
restrooms. The different areas 
of the park are connected by a 
series of walking trails.”

The Plano Rotary Club 
donated $25,000 to the City 
of Plano Parks and Recreation 
Department to help fund this 
$1.9 million project.  

This renovation project con-
verted the former Jack Carter 
outdoor pool into a pond with 
a fountain, overlook plaza and 
trellis. The pool, which was 
built in 1981, was closed in 
2014 following mechanical and 
design deficiencies.  

A new outdoor pool was 
constructed on additional park 
property and features a dual 
rider tube slide, body slide, 
lazy river, deep water pool with 
platform diving and a climbing 
wall, surf simulator, tot pool, 
leisure pool with some lap lanes, 

wet deck areas, spray features, 
rentable party areas and  
concessions. 

Jack Carter Park is near 
Schimelpfenig Middle School at 
2601 Maumelle Drive.
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Toyota Texas Music 
Revolution Returns 

Toyota Texas Music Revolution 
(TTMR) brings music to Plano’s 
Oak Point Park March 24-25.

Enjoy a blend of folk, blues,  
country, indie and bluegrass artists.  
This year’s lineup features Kacey 
Musgraves, Kiefer Sutherland, 
Castro the Band, Zane Williams and 
Josh Ritter. 

Tickets are available now at pre-
kindle.com/ttmr, prices vary.  Plano 
residents: use code PLANO to save 
$5.  Children 10 and under are free. 

City of Plano Animal Services 
is implementing a new registra-
tion tag system.  The system is 
for all registered pets in the city 
and is separate from the city’s 
pet adoption process.  

Previously, the city offered 
engraved metal tags for  
registered pets.  The new tages 

feature a QR code linked to 
a website where a pet owner 
creates a pet profile with phone 
numbers.

“These tags do not take the 
place of microchips. Tags and 
microchips work when a pet has 
both,” explained City of Plano 
Animal Services Director Jamey 

Cantrell.  “We recommend 
people always have their pets 
both microchipped and tagged 
so they have the best chance 
of getting home should they 
become lost.”
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LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
The 85th Legislature has been in session for less than 60 days, 
and the Capitol is already rife with action. Skim this section for 
important things to note early on in the legislative year.

Hearings over school funding begin in Senate

• Hearings began Jan. 23 for the Senate Finance 
Committee. The group of 15 legislators will hear 
testimony from a number of state agencies over a 
month of hearings, including reports from the Texas 
Education Agency. The TEA reported the state’s share 
of school finance funding has shrunk from roughly 
46 percent in the 2011-12 school year to less than 40 
percent in the 2017-18 school year. The TEA projects 
local districts will have to pick up more than 62 percent 
of the bill as early as 2018-19 school year.

Straus re-elected as House speaker

• On Jan. 10, the first day of the 85th legislative session, 
150 House members unanimously voted Rep. Joe 
Straus, R-San Antonio, to serve as speaker of the 
House. This election puts Straus in a three-way tie 
for the longest-serving speaker in state history. This 
was Straus’ first election for this position that did 
not include an opponent. In his opening speech, 
Straus revealed his priorities as fixing school finance 
and increasing funds for mental health care, child 
protective services and public education.

Patrick will not run against Abbott for governor

• In a news conference held to end the circulation of 
rumors, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick announced he will be 
running for re-election as lieutenant governor in 2018. 
He said there is no circumstance in which he would run 
against Gov. Greg Abbott for governor. Patrick also 
announced he has roughly $13 million in his war chest 
for re-election efforts.

School choice rally heightens tension with House

• Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick spoke at a 
rally for school choice in front of the statehouse Jan. 24. 
Advocates and private school student gathered at the 
steps to listen to Abbott say he would pass any school 
choice bill that landed on his desk. Patrick called on the 
House to allow a vote on the matter. In the past, school 
choice efforts have died in House committees after 
clearing the Senate.

Senate committee assignments released

• Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick unveiled which senators would 
be serving on each of the 15 committees at the end 
of the second week of the session. Sen. Van Taylor, 
R-Plano, will serve on the following committees 
this session: education; health and human services; 
intergovernmental relations; natural resources and 
economic development; and nominations. Taylor will 
also serve as vice chairman of the Sunset Advisory 
Commission, which reviews state agencies that are 
scheduled to be abolished unless the Legislature votes 
to extend their operations. 

For more information, visit communityimpact.com/capitol.

Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature COMPILED BY EMILY DONALDSON

Priorities differ in House and Senate as initial budget drafts emerge

BY EMILY DONALDSON

There is very little consensus 
between the Senate and House 
versions of the 2018-19 state bud-
get proposals released early in 
the 85th legislative session.

The Senate’s first draft, written 
by Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flower 
Mound, accounts for $103.6 bil-
lion in spending from the state’s 
General Revenue Fund, notably 
below the Comptroller’s Biennial 
Revenue Estimate, which limited 
the Legislature to spending 
$104.89 billion. 

The House, on the other hand, 
calls for spending $108.9 billion 
from the General Revenue Fund, 
which would include funds not 
allotted in the revenue estimate. 

Early analysis indicates legis-
lators might need to dip into the 
Rainy Day Fund, a state savings 
account that sets aside money 
for when state budget demands 
exceed estimated revenue. The 
account currently contains 
roughly $10 billion and will grow 
to contain about $14 billion by 
the end of this session.

Sen. John Whitmire, D-Hous-
ton, was the first to propose pull-
ing money from the Rainy Day 
Fund during a Senate Finance 
Committee meeting Jan. 23.

“I would emphasize we are not 
a poor state,” he said. “We have 
valuable resources that we could 
call upon, starting with the Rainy 
Day Fund.”

Both chambers also have dif-
fering strategies to tackle school 
finance fixes. The House plans on 
fully funding enrollment growth 
within Texas schools while sup-
plementing public schools with 
an additional $1.5 billion.

The Senate, alternatively, will 
add $2.65 billion, which is just 
enough to account for an addi-
tional 160,000 students projected 
to enter into Texas public schools 

in the next two years. 
Aside from increased funds 

to public education and mental 
health care, both chambers are 
also proposing vastly different 
cuts across the board. The Senate 
is calling for a 1.5 percent funding 
decrease for every state agency, 
excluding public education. The 
House is calling for a less severe 
cut of less than 1 percent across 
the state. 

Both sides seek additional 
funds for Child Protective Ser-
vices, proposing roughly  
$260 million in the next bien-
nium—which is surprising, 
according to some insiders, given 
the fact both chambers balked 
when CPS requested $53 million 
extra in October.

The House and Senate typically 
start with their own draft budgets 
before hearing testimony on the 
proposals at the committee level. 
Both chambers then join in a 
conference committee to estab-
lish a unified budget that will 
fund state activity for the next 
two years.

“I WOULD EMPHASIZE WE 
ARE NOT A POOR STATE. WE 
HAVE VALUABLE RESOURCES 
THAT WE COULD CALL 
UPON, STARTING WITH THE 
RAINY DAY FUND.”

— SEN. JOHN WHITMIRE, D-HOUSTON

House looks to dip into Rainy Day Fund; Senate seeks 1.5 percent cut for state agencies

AT THE CAPITOL

Each legislative session, the state Senate and House propose their own 
versions of two-year spending plans. The two sides rarely begin at the 
same point, but one chamber takes the lead in a conference committee 
establishing a budget both sides can agree upon. Here’s a recent history 
of budget beginnings and ultimate outcomes.$

proposing a

BUDGETBIENNIUM$
85TH SESSION81ST SESSION 82ND SESSION 83RD SESSION 84TH SESSION

Senate taking lead
HOUSE: $108.86 billion
SENATE: $103.60 billion

BUDGET PASSED IN 2017: 

TBD

House took lead
HOUSE: $98.85 billion

SENATE: $101.47 billion
BUDGET PASSED IN 2015: 

$106.00 BILLION

Senate took lead
HOUSE: $89.16 billion

SENATE: $88.98 billion
BUDGET PASSED IN 2013: 

$94.98 BILLION

House took lead
HOUSE: $73.28 billion
SENATE: $73.82 billion

BUDGET PASSED IN 2011: 

$81.29 BILLION

Senate took lead
HOUSE: $106.71 billion
SENATE: $83.83 billion

BUDGET PASSED IN 2009: 

$80.61 BILLION
SOURCE: LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Sunset Advisory Commission recommendations aim 
to improve Texas Department of Transportation
TRANSPORTATION    Every 12 years, 

each state agency must go before the 
state’s Sunset Advisory Commission for 
evaluation and critical review. The 
result is a series of Sunset bills, filed in 
the House and Senate, that translate 
the commission’s recommendations 
into proposed agency changes. If those 
recommendations are approved, the 
agency will alter its processes and 
protocol.

After a little more than a decade, the 
Texas Department of Transportation 
finally had its time in the sun.

These are the improvement rec-
ommendations provided to the state 
transportation agency from the Sunset 
Advisory Commission:

TXDOT SHOULD BE USING A MORE 
TRANSPARENT, PERFORMANCE-BASED 
PLANNING PROCESS FOR PROJECTS

• Create an online dashboard that 
communicates transportation plan-
ning goals to the public. Update it 

regularly with each goal’s progress.
• Adopt a uniform newsletter template 

for engineers to use when updating 
local officials on a project’s progress. 
Update officials on a monthly basis.

• Defer to Senate and House commit-
tees on transportation for oversight. 
Have legislative committees meet at 
least twice a year with TxDOT for this 
purpose.

TXDOT NEEDS TO MORE QUICKLY FINAL-
IZE ONGOING PROJECTS TO ELIMINATE 
BACKLOGS AND PREPARE FOR FUTURE

• Provide regular analysis to legislative 
oversight committees about TxDOT’s 
efforts to correct issues related to 
underperformance.

TXDOT NEEDS BETTER OVERSIGHT TO 
ENSURE EFFICIENT SPENDING OF ITS 
BILLION-DOLLAR FUNDING AND TIMELY 
COMPLETION OF PROJECTS

• Create a system to retain payments 
from contractors as a performance 
management tool. Communicate 

The state’s Sunset Advisory Commission reviewed processes and protocols within the Tex-
as Department of Transportation and offered recommendations for improving the agency.
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when and how these payments 
would be retained during the con-
tract period.

• Consider past performance of 
contractors based on previous 
evaluations when going through the 
bidding process.

• Develop criteria for applying  
sanctions.

• Improve the availability of 

information used to compare bids 
when awarding contracts.
Twenty-five other agencies under-

went the Sunset process during the 
most recent interim session. 

If the changes recommended by 
the committee are not signed into law 
by Gov. Greg Abbott, TxDOT will face 
another review session following the 
85th legislative session.
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2  Courtyard Texas Music Series: 
Lee Roy Parnell

Lee Roy Parnell is part of a long line of 
Texas roots-music eclectics and is among 
the elite few who can be identified as a 
triple threat. An ace guitarist, as well as a 
distinctive singer, and hit songwriter, his 
music runs the gamut of diversity. 7:30-
10 p.m. $25 (adults). Courtyard Theater, 
1509 H Ave., Plano. 972-941-5613.  
www.planostages.com

3-12  ‘Will You Still Love Me in 
the Morning?’  

Theatre Britain presents the farce by Brian 

Clemens and Dennis Spooner. Jeremy and 
Celia return home from their honeymoon 
intending to spend a quiet week alone 
together, but it is not to be. Jeremy’s two 
bosses have accepted his offer to stay in 
the house while he is away, and they have 
each brought the other’s wife with them. 
8 p.m. (Fri.), 2:30 and 8 p.m. (Sat.), 2:30 
p.m. (Sun.). $18 (students and seniors), $23 
(adults). Cox Playhouse, 1517 H Ave., Plano. 
972-490-4202. www.theatre-britain.com

3-12   ‘You’re a Good Man 
Charlie Brown’ 

Charles Schulz’s inspired view of the world 
as shown through the eyes of Charlie 
Brown and his well-known group of friends 
is shared through a series of vignettes 
showing an “average” day in the life. 8:30 
p.m. (Fri. and Sat.), 3:30 p.m. (Sun.). $15. 
Art Centre Theatre, 5220 Village Creek 
Drive, Plano. 214-810-3228.  
www.artcentretheatre.com

11   Celebrate Holi
Participants can learn about 

the Holi festival and South Asian culture 
through a variety of activities for all ages, 
including crafts, storytelling and a PeeWee 
Color Run. 2-4 p.m. (all activities), 2:30 and 
3:30 p.m. (storytelling), 2:30 p.m. (PeeWee 
Color Run). Free. Davis Library, 7501-B 
Independence Parkway, Plano. 972-208-
8000. www.planolibrary.org

11  All that Jazz Gala 
The Plano Symphony Orchestra’s 

signature fundraising event offers an eve-
ning of dinner, dancing and auctions while 
raising money to support the orchestra and 
its programs. 6 p.m. $175 (per ticket). Mar-
riott at Legacy Town Center, 7121 Bishop 
Road, Plano. 972-473-7262.  
www.planosymphony.org 

17   St. Patrick’s Day celebration
The Fillmore Pub celebrates St. 

Patrick’s Day with live music by Hazardous 
Dukes and other bands, as well as drink 
specials, giveaways and Irish food. 11 
a.m.-2 a.m. (hours open). Free (admission). 
The Fillmore Pub, 1004 E. 15th St.  
www.thefillmorepub.com

24 -  APR 15  
The Easter Bunny in Bunnyville
The Easter Bunny awaits visitors in 
Bunnyville, a charming 3-D Bunny town 

featuring the Hoppin’ Fresh Bakery, 24 
Carrot Bank, Hare Salon, Easter Egg 
School of Design and Bed&Basket. Each 
building has interactive touch points like 
a school bell that children can ring to let 
the Easter Bunny know they have arrived. 
Saturdays offer additional activities 
for participants from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 10 
a.m.-8 p.m. (Mon.-Sat.), noon-6 p.m. 
(Sun.). Various photo packages are avail-
able. The Shops at Willow Bend Grand 
Court, 6121 W. Park Blvd., Plano. 972-
202-4900. www.shopwillowbend.com/
events/visit-easter-bunny-bunnyville

24-25   Toyota Texas Music 
Revolution 

In its 21st year, the two-day event pre-
sented by KHYI features folk, blues, coun-
try, indie and bluegrass artists. This year’s 
lineup includes Kacey Musgraves, Josh Rit-
ter, Kiefer Sutherland, Zane Williams, The 
O’s, Castro the Band, Buffalo Ruckus, Paul 
Cauthen, The Bird Dogs, Red Shahan, The 
Vandoliers, Mark David Manders, Kevin 
Deal, Eleven Hundred Springs, Tejas Broth-
ers, Max Stalling and Austin Cunningham. 
4:30-10 p.m. (March 24), 1-10 p.m. (March 
25). $15 (Fri. tickets), $30 (two-day tickets). 
Oak Point Park and Amphitheater, 2801 E. 
Spring Creek Parkway, Plano.  
972-941-7000. www.khyi.com
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MAR

3 
Chips: Texas Hold 'Em Poker Tournament
Presented by and benefiting the Historic Downtown Plano Association, the 
fourth annual event includes a last-man-standing Texas Hold ‘Em tourna-

ment, raffles, complimentary bites and beverages. 5:30-10 p.m. $30 (event attendee), 
$100 (individual player), $800 (table for nine). Rooftop Event Spot, 1000 14th St., Ste. 
400, Plano. www.visitdowntownplano.com. rachel@icehouserooftop.com

ONLINE CALENDAR

Find more or submit Plano-area events 
at communityimpact.com/events. 

Event organizers can submit local 
events online to be considered for 
the print edition. Submitting details 
for consideration does not guarantee 
publication.  

COMPILED BY TARA POHLMEYER
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24-26   Texas Pinball  
Festival 

The show features more than 400 
vintage and new pinball machines as 
well as classic arcade games set on 
free play. Various tournaments and 
vendor demonstrations also take 
place. 5 p.m.-1 a.m. (Fri.),  
10 a.m.-midnight (Sat.), 9 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. (Sun.). $10-$65. Embassy Suites,  
7600 John Q. Hammons Drive, Frisco.  
214-471-5777. 
 www.texaspinball.com/tpf

26-28  Texas Elvis Festival 
Licensed and in 

partnership with Elvis Presley Enterprises 
and produced by Tees Events, this Texas 
tribute to Elvis features live music perfor-
mances, celebrity appearances, on-stage 
interviews with Elvis’ friends and an 
Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist competition. 
10 a.m. (March 26), noon (March 27), 11 
a.m. (March 28). $95 (single-day tickets 
at the door), $225 (three-day tickets at 
the door); discounts are available online. 
Southfork Ranch, 3700 Hogge Drive, 
Parker. 972-442-7800.  
www.texaselvisfestival.com

26  Plano Bridal Show 
The bridal event features over 

110 wedding businesses. Noon-5 p.m. Free 
(participants age 2 and younger), $6 (chil-
dren ages 3-14), $12 (adults). Plano Centre, 
2000 E. Spring Creek Parkway, Plano.  
972-713-9920. www.bridalshowsinc.com
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HEADQUARTERS DR.

City officials expect the ongoing employment boom 
near Legacy Drive in the northwest corner of town to 
produce additional strains on the area's roadways. In 
the map to the right, current rush-hour slowdowns  
at major intersections are compared with  
traffic projections in 2025, when the area  
is expected to be built out. The projections  
account for currently funded infrastructure projects.

LEGACY DR.

DNT
TOLL

RUSH HOUR
GROWTH TO TAKE ITS TOLL ON

Designed by Breanna Flores

network of roads on the city’s north-
west corner with limited opportunities 
for substantial infrastructure improve-
ments, said Caleb Thornhill, engineer-
ing director for the city of Plano.

“We’re not going to be able to build 
our way out of it,” Thornhill said.

Although the developments open-
ing this year in the Legacy area are 
expected to bring tens of thousands 
of jobs, the long-term outlook projects 
an even denser region. By 2027, pro-
jections say, employment in the study 
area is expected to increase by 60 per-
cent. By 2040, employment in the Leg-
acy business area on the city's north-
west corner could nearly double. 

The study, performed by consult-
ing firm Kimley-Horn, concluded that 
alleviating the projected traffic would 
require a series of smaller infrastruc-
ture projects—many of which are 
already underway—and more creative 
proposals to divert single-occupant 
vehicles from the roadways. 

But city officials acknowledge 
implementing these creative propos-
als would lie mostly outside of their 
sphere of control. The most promising 
such proposals include setting stag-
gered commute times and promoting 
rail and bus usage. But these proposals 
would rely on cooperation with local 
employers and buy-in from a commut-
ing public that, according to a survey, 
has bemoaned the city’s congested 
roadways while maintaining a strong 
preference for driving to work.

As part of the study, the city-commis-
sioned consulting firm suggested form-
ing a group of stakeholder companies 
in the study area, which is bounded by 
SH 121 to the north, Preston Road to the 
east and Spring Creek Parkway to the 
south and west. 

This group of companies, referred 
to as a transportation management 

association, would collaborate on 
ways to encourage their respective 
employees to avoid commuting to work 
in single-occupant vehicles. 

The association, a key cog in the 
study’s suggested course of action, has 
yet to be formed, and corporate mem-
bership would be voluntary.

“The [transportation management 
association] is really going to be key to 
getting the collaboration of those com-
panies,” City Manager Bruce Glass-
cock told Plano City Council members 
in November. “The city can’t require 
employers to adjust the hours of their 
employees. It’s going to take a commit-
ment on their part.”

In the meantime, crews are working 
to optimize the existing roadways and 
intersections in time for the new surges 
of traffic expected to arrive in the com-
ing months.

‘THE STAKES ARE HIGH’

The study, based in part on the North 
Central Texas Council of Governments’ 
travel demand model, paints a portrait 
of a packed Legacy corridor during eve-
ning commutes a decade from now.

The eastbound traffic on Legacy 
Drive, the study says, could back up 
for nearly a half-mile from the Dallas 
North Tollway as drivers begin their 

trek home from the various corpo-
rate offices soon to open in the area—
including the headquarters for Toyota 
Motor North America and corporate 
offices for JPMorgan Chase and Lib-
erty Mutual Insurance, which are all 
expected to open this year near Legacy 
West.

The traffic near Plano’s northern 
boundary is expected to cause oper-
ational issues at intersections along 
Legacy, resulting in gridlock at times. 
Roadways to the east like Preston 
Road—long an object of frustration for 
Plano residents—could become more 
congested than ever as traffic spills 
over from the new developments.

Mayor Harry LaRosiliere said he 

believes the city’s projected traffic 
congestion is a quality-of-life issue for 
residents, and a factor for corporations 
considering moving to Plano. 

“The stakes are high,” LaRosiliere 
said. “Part of the reason that we’ve 
been successful at competing and win-
ning business—not necessarily only 
in Plano, but in North Texas—is [the] 
quality-of-life component. I think we 
can all agree that if you spend more 
time in your car, your quality of life 
goes down.”

CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY

A series of infrastructure improve-
ments is underway to account for the 
projected traffic increases, including 

 CONTINUED FROM 1
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= 55-115 
seconds

= over 115 
seconds

= 9-35  
seconds

= 35-55  
seconds

Existing

Future (2025)

Delays at intersections:

MAP KEY

Turn lanes being added

Planned lane additions

Ongoing lane additions

A pedestrian bridge is 
planned over the DNT 
at Legacy Drive.

* Indicates planned intersection 
and current data does not exist.

BY 2027, EMPLOYMENT 
IN THE LEGACY STUDY 

AREA WILL INCREASE BY

BY 2040,  
EMPLOYMENT  

IS EXPECTED TO 

60% NEARLY 
DOUBLE

*
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a major expansion of the Dallas North 
Tollway and a planned project to add a 
lane in each direction to SH 121. 

On the arterial roadways that make 
up the bulk of the Legacy area’s street 
network, however, road improvement 
projects are limited mostly to lower-pro-
file work on medians and intersections. 
Most of the area’s major roadways, 
Thornhill said, are already six-lane 
divided thoroughfares and therefore 
not prime candidates for expansion.

“The challenge you have when 
you have a six-lane divided roadway 
and you widen it to anything more, it 
becomes more like a freeway,” Thorn-
hill said. “That’s not something we 
really want to encourage for this area, 
or really anywhere in Plano.”

Priority projects include adding or 
extending turn lanes that connect 
Legacy Drive to frontage roads along 
the Dallas North Tollway and SH 121. 
The turn lanes would alleviate some 
traffic blockage on the road’s primary 
through-lanes.

CHANGING COMMUTING HABITS

The limitations of expanding the 
road network have prompted city 
officials to pursue a multipronged 
approach to reducing Legacy-area 
employees’ reliance on single-occu-
pant vehicles.

Proposals to manage the area’s 

DOMINION PKW

Y.

TENNYSON PKW
Y.

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

traffic demand range from promot-
ing increased bus and rail usage and 
ride-sharing to encouraging compa-
nies to stagger their work hours. 

The problem, as city officials like 
Thornhill have observed, is com-
muters have a strong preference for 
driving their own cars to work. In an 
unscientific survey of 672 people who 
live or work in the Legacy study area, 
less than 2 percent of respondents 
use public transit for commuting and 
nearly 59 percent said they would 
always prefer to drive their own vehi-
cles to work.

This leaves much of the success of 
these proposals reliant on the pro-
posed transportation management 
association, which officials would like 
to see form in earnest later this year. 
City officials cannot require Legacy 
businesses to join the association, but 
Tom Grant, the study’s project direc-
tor for Kimley-Horn, said he believes 
it will be in the companies’ mutual 
interest to collaborate on solutions. 

“I’d say there’s a lot that they can 
be doing, and right now is the time 
to try to implement it before all these 
new businesses start to come online,” 
Grant said.

NMap not to scale

As part of a study of traffic on roadways in the Legacy business area, consulting firm Kimley-Horn 
surveyed 672 people who work or live in the study area. The survey, although unscientific, was 

used to inform some of the proposals officials believe may succeed in alleviating traffic from 
single-occupant vehicles as the area becomes an even denser employment center. 

SURVEY OF LEGACY-AREA STAKEHOLDERS

Will “always prefer” to 
drive their own vehicle

1.6%
Use transit regularly 

for commuting

Are “very interested” in using 
transit for commuting

15.4%

Are “somewhat interested” in 
using transit for commuting

24.3%

58.7%
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COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS, 
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HERE’S WHY WE’RE THE BEST!
• PLATINUM Certified Roof Installer with Owens Corning
• Professional/Full-Time Staff
• 10 Year Labor Warranties
• Insured/Certified/Highly Rated
• Accredited NTRCA Member
• Better Business Bureau A+ Rating
• Certified with GAF

WE OFFER:
• Commercial & Residential Roofs
• Emergency Leak Repairs
• Fencing/Patios
• Gutters
• Roof Replacement/Repair
• Remodeling/Renovation
• Skylights/Chimney Caps

As a TRIUMPHant organization, we are a fun family built on integrity with a 
purpose to serve with compassion.

811 E. Plano Pkwy, Ste 110A, Plano, TX 75074
972-332-1766
TRIUMPHROOFING.NET
INFO@TRIUMPHROOFING.NET
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formula that on Jan. 6 assigned PISD 
and similar Collin County districts a 
C grade in postsecondary readiness, 
district Superintendent Brian Binggeli 
said. About 60 percent of the nearly 
1,000 districts in the state received a 
grade of C, D or F in that category.

Instead, the district is lobbying the 
Texas Education Agency and lawmak-
ers to amend portions of the state's pre-
liminary A-F accountability formula 
that has received skepticism across 
Texas from local school officials.

The A-F system will replace the exist-
ing accountability system, which sim-
ply states whether school districts met 
standards under certain performance 
indicators. The A-F rating system, 
which will be fully implemented in 
2018, will give districts and their cam-
puses an overall grade and an individ-
ual grade in five domains.

At issue for the district is whether 
the state used a “bell curve approach” 
to determine what postsecondary read-
iness scores constitute an A grade, a B 
grade and so forth, Binggeli said. The 
district has argued the high school 
grades for Domain IV—which measures 
postsecondary readiness—appear 
to primarily reward academy-style 
schools. This would effectively crowd 
out districts like PISD that have high 
schools with a traditional variety of 
course offerings, Binggeli said.

However, the TEA has denied using 
such an approach in the preliminary 
ratings.

“We didn’t use a bell curve approach 
for any of this,” TEA spokesperson 
Lauren Callahan said.

Callahan pointed to the first page of 
a TEA document that explains the rat-
ing methodology to the public, noting 
one of the project’s guiding principles 
is to not use a forced distribution.

“The system should not be built on 
a forced distribution so that some set 
percentages of campuses must get an 
A or an F,” the document reads. “It 
should be based on criteria meaning-
ful to ensure our students are prepared 
for success, and it should be mathe-
matically possible that all campuses 
achieve an A rating.”

PISD was not the only district to 
speak out publicly against the prelim-
inary ratings—particularly regarding 
postsecondary readiness. 

Most Collin County school districts, 
which in large part received A's and B's 
in the first three domains, did not score 
higher than a C in Domain IV, which 
measures postsecondary readiness. 
PISD scored A's in student achieve-
ment and student progress but scored 

C's in closing performance gaps and 
postsecondary readiness.

The new rating system is required 
by House Bill 2804, which was passed 
during the 2015 legislative session. 

In a Senate Finance Committee hear-
ing held Jan. 24, TEA Commissioner 
Mike Morath said he has heard “buck-
ets” of feedback regarding the A-F sys-
tem. He said there has been a small, 
quiet group in support of the evalu-
ation, but a multitude of others had 
louder criticism.

Morath said although three of the 
categories, or domains, within the new 
rating system have clear metrics, the 
domain that measures postsecondary 
readiness is a “strange mix of remain-
ing qualifiers that don’t necessarily fit 
well together.” 

CALCULATING DOMAIN IV

At the high-school level, Domain 
IV looks at three variables to measure 
postsecondary readiness: the gradu-
ation rate, the percentage of students 
graduating with a higher-level gradua-
tion plan, and college and career read-
iness.

To measure college and career readi-
ness, several indicators are considered, 
including SAT and ACT scores, postsec-
ondary credits earned and how many 
students took Advanced Placement 
courses. The indicators that were not 
measured for the preliminary ratings 
but will be used in the final ratings in 
2018 include the number of students 
who enlisted in the armed forces and 
the number of students who earned an 
industry certification.

A-F BILLS FILED IN 
THE 85TH TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE
A handful of bills have been filed during 
this legislative session regarding the 
A-F rating system. Here are some of the 
first bills filed:

HB 1174

HB 843

HB 1057

Replaces the A, B, C, D 
and F letter grades with 

Exemplary, Recognized, Acceptable 
and Needs Improvement ratings 

Adds more indicators 
to Domain IV, such as: 

the percentage of students who have 
been promoted to a higher grade level 
or earned a diploma after three or fewer 
years in high school 

Adds another indicator 
to Domain IV: the per-

centage of students who complete an 
OnRamps dual-enrollment course

SOURCE: TEXAS LEGISLATURE ONLINE/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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During the 2015 Texas legislative session, the state Legislature passed House Bill 2804, 
which changed the state’s accountability system for public school districts and their 
campuses. The new system gives districts and schools a letter grade of A, B, C, D or F in 
five domains as well as an overall letter grade.

DESIGNED BY LINDSAY MCCRAVY

THE FIVE DOMAINS

*Not all components measured in Domain IV were calculated in the Texas Education Agency’s initial report to the Texas Legislature on Jan. 1.
**This domain was not measured in the TEA’s initial report.

Measures how ready students 
would be for postsecondary 

education based on the results of 
the State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness exam

STUDENT  
ACHIEVEMENT

Measures how a student’s 
proficiency level on STAAR 

exams changes or is maintained 
year over year

STUDENT PROGRESS

WHAT IS MEASURED?

Measures how well campuses 
close the achievement gaps for 

their economically disadvantaged 
students

CLOSING  
PERFORMANCE GAPS

Measures students’ readiness for 
postsecondary education based on 
factors such as graduation rate and 
SAT scores

POSTSECONDARY  
READINESS*

Measures how much a district is 
engaged with its community

COMMUNITY  
AND STUDENT  

ENGAGEMENT**

I

II

III

IV

V

• Completed a coherent sequence 
of career and technical education 
courses

• Completed 12 or more hours of 
postsecondary credit

• Completed one or more AP/IB 

courses
• Met the Texas Success Initiative 

benchmark on the TSI Assessment, 
SAT or ACT exams

• Enlisted in the armed forces
• Earned an industry certification

Three indicators of community engagement as chosen by the district 
and each campus; indicators include: 

Fine arts Wellness and 
physical education

Dropout prevention 
strategies

Community  
service projects

Percentage of students who graduate with higher-level graduation plan

Percentage of graduates who:

Percentage of economically 
disadvantaged students who met 
or exceeded the STAAR Satisfactory 
Standard, STAAR Postsecondary 
Readiness Standard and STAAR 
Advanced Standard

Graduation rates

Percentage of students who met or 
exceeded the 1  STAAR Satisfactory 
Standard, 2  STAAR Postsecondary 
Readiness Standard and 3  STAAR 
Advanced Standard

Percentage of students who met 
or exceeded expected progress on 
STAAR exams

Percentage of students who exceeded 
expected progress on STAAR exams

1
The minimum score 
needed for a student to 

pass the STAAR exam; the 
score is different for each 
exam

2
A range of scores above 
the minimum passing 

score that indicate whether 
a student is prepared for 
postsecondary education

3
A range of scores above 
the Postsecondary 

Readiness Standard that 
indicate a student has 
mastered the subject

GLOSSARY

A-F RATING SYSTEM

HOW IT
WORKS

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

Callahan said the Domain IV rat-
ings may change by 2018 because the 
TEA did not have all the data required 
under HB 2804. 

Under HB 2804, all campuses are to 
be graded on postsecondary readiness, 
but a district’s score will only consider 
the postsecondary score for its high 
schools in most cases. For Domain IV, 
elementary schools are graded on the 
number of students who are chron-
ically absent, and middle schools are 
graded on the absenteeism rate as well 
as the dropout rate.

ADDRESSING PERFORMANCE GAPS

In Domain III, which measures clos-
ing performance gaps, PISD received 
a C grade. This domain measures how 
well campuses close the achievement 
gaps for economically disadvantaged 
students.

To quantify closing the gaps, the rat-
ing system looks at the percentage of 
economically disadvantaged students 
who met or exceeded the State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness 
Satisfactory, Postsecondary Readiness 
and Advanced standards. These stu-
dents and their scores count equally 
toward the overall scores. 

Binggeli acknowledged the district 
could improve in this category and 
did not take issue with the methodol-
ogy. He said the district has devoted 
resources toward closing performance 
gaps and would continue to do so.

COMPETING PRIORITIES

Binggeli is also concerned the new 
rating system will cause districts and 
campuses to focus too heavily on 
receiving an A grade. In doing so, he 
said, schools could eliminate extracur-
ricular activities to allow more time to 
focus on standardized testing. 

“The essence of my concern really 
comes from not giving our community 
enough information about the perfor-
mance of their schools and their school 
district,” he said. “The only measure in 
our elementary and our middle schools 
[for domains I, II and III] is the STAAR 
test. … We really would like a much 
more multimetric approach.”

The district would not respond to 
the new grading system by chasing a 
grade, Binggeli said. 

“If for instance, Domain IV stayed 
the way it [is], then we’re going to say, 
'To heck with the A,'" he said. "We’re 
not going to stop offering a robust cur-
riculum. We certainly are going to keep 
serving all children that come to us, 
and we’re going to keep doing it and 
help them pursue excellence in wher-
ever their interests or passions lie.”

Not prioritizing an A grade is hard, 
Binggeli said, because parents and 
news organizations get the grades and 
“put it out there for all to see.” 

NEXT STEPS

Despite the fact that school districts 
across the state are seeking to repeal 
the A-F rating system, Lt. Gov. Dan Pat-
rick has said A-F will not be repealed or 
replaced. State legislators seem poised 
to move forward with the new system.

Some state lawmakers have filed 

bills that either add more indicators to 
Domain IV or slightly change the word-
ing in the Texas Education Code for the 
accountability system. 

“I realize that some folks are frus-
trated with accountability, but the 
taxpayers of Texas deserve to know if 
their hard-earned tax dollars are being 
wisely spent and that our students 
are getting the quality education they 
deserve,” Republican state Sen. Larry 
Taylor of Friendswood, who sponsored 
HB 2804, said in a statement.

During the Senate Finance Com-
mittee hearing held Jan. 24, Taylor 
said he would devote part of this 
session to refining the domains so 
they would be better indicators of 
student performance going forward. 

Legislative reporter Emily Donaldson 
contributed to this story from Austin.
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Address: 1800 Amazon Drive, Plano

Sabine Park Estates offers a mix of 
traditional, transitional and Mediterranean- 
style homes.

SABINE PARK ESTATES

REAL ESTATE FEATURED DEVELOPMENT

Price 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JANUARY  2016 VS.  2017

+54.1%
+5.9%

+2.1%

+17.3%

-11.6%
+12.6%
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$323,000

New listings

Median 
sale price

97.1%349 48

Percent of original 
price received

Average days 
on the market*

451 285

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

ON THE MARKET (JANUARY 2017)

MARKET DATA

*As of 02/16/17

Source: Market data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real 
Estate Information System (NTREIS).
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Expected completion date: early 2018

Builders: Gehan Homes

Bedrooms: 3-5

Bathrooms: 2-4.5

Number of houses: 38

Price range: starting at $529,990

Square footage: 2,400-4,000+

Amenities: All plans offer customizable and personalized options, including design 
elements and additional bedrooms and bathrooms. 

Schools: (Plano ISD) Sigler Elementary School, Wilson Middle School, Vines High School, 
Plano Senior High School



DEALS THIS MONTH

FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS

DINING
Buffalo Bluez ............................................. 31

Cafe Izmir .................................................. 28

Celebrity Bakery ........................................ 30

Chasu Kitchen ........................................... 30

Chef Crab .................................................. 26

Hirsch's Specialty Meats ............................ 30

Into My Garden:  

Tea Room, Cafe and Catering ..................... 27

Japan House .............................................. 29

Menchie's Frozen Yogurt ........................... 25

MIO by Amore ........................................... 27

PDQ .......................................................... 30

Sea Breeze Fish Market & Grill .................... 31

Smoothie King ........................................... 29

Texadelphia ............................................... 27

Ziziki's ....................................................... 29

ENTERTAINMENT
Jump Mania ............................................... 31

HEALTH & BEAUTY
Angelica's Fitness and Nutrition Center ..... 31

Aqua-Fit Aquatics ...................................... 29

Lync Cycling .............................................. 27

Private Workout......................................... 28

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Efficient Home Solutions ........................... 26

Home Sweet Garage LLC ........................... 29

Hutch-n-Son Paint & Drywall ..................... 27

RETAIL
Bloom Couture .......................................... 26

Cookies by Design ..................................... 28

Wallbeds 'n More ....................................... 28

4801 W. Park Blvd., suite 425
Plano • 972.612.0100

menchies.com

*Menchie’s offers kosher, nonfat, low carb, no sugar added, 
non-dairy sorbets, gluten free, and vegan swirl options.

W. Park 
Blvd.

Ohio Dr.Pr
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n 
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.

14 rotating fl avors of 
frozen yogurt & sorbets

Assorted sauces

Chill bar with fresh fruit
OFF$1.00

Minimum yogurt purchase 
of $2 required. Cannot be 
combined with any other
offer. Valid only at the 
location shown.

Monday through Friday 
from 12pm to 2pm

Assorted toppings
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W. Parker Blvd.

Thai Cuisine

Asian Cuisine

Cajun Seafood

  
$5 OFF

With $20 purchase. 
Cannot be combined with 

other offers. 
Exp. 3/31/2017.

www.chefcrab.com

Business Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday 11:00am-2:30pm and 4:30pm-9:00pm

Saturday 11:00am-9:30pm
Sunday 12:00pm-9:00pm

972-985-7699

3033 W. Parker Rd, 
Suite 214, Plano

Unique Fl� al 

Solutions

8404 Preston Rd., Plano
214-872-4123 • www.bloomcouture.com

$25 off
An order of $100 

more more.
Exp 3/31/2017
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Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 
One coupon per table. Dinner time. Dine-In Only. 

Exp 3/31/17.

W.  Plano Pkwy.
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W. Park Blvd.

6505 W Park Blvd #320, 
Plano, TX 75093
972-781-0310

FORMERLY CAFE AMORE

Order online for pickup or delivery  
www.mioitaliankitchen.com

Bring in or mention our ad for a 

• NEW WINE & BEER MENU
• LUNCH SPECIALS
• CATERING

MIO
by Amore

Vinoteca & Italian Kitchen

$200 
OFF 

EXTERIOR 
PAINT

Call today for a 
free estimate!

Interior & Exterior Painting | From small drywall repairs, up to larger special installations!
No job too big or small

972-978-7962
Locally owned and operated since 1985

2015 Small Business of the Year 
- Awarded by the Plano Chamber of Commerce - 

Spring Creek Pkwy.
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.

Buy any 
Cheesesteak and get one 

FREE
With the purchase of 2 drinks. Sides 

excluded
Exp. 3/25/16

5813 Preston Rd., Ste. 574 • Plano, TX 75093 • 972-781-1616

Under New Management

 HAPPY HOUR 
4-7pm every day

5717 Legacy Dr #120a
Plano, TX 75024

(469) 814-0135 | lynccycling.com

FREE
LYNC CYCLING

when you create an account 
online at www.lynccycling.com

F I R S T  C L A S S

Into My Garden
Tearoom

Cafe and Catering

Are you looking for something fun to do with your young ones 
during Spring Break?

Come to Into My Garden where we specialize in memorable 

Children’s Tea Parties!
We have Princess, Garden Party, Wonderland themes & more!

Find out more at www.intomygarden.com/girltea.html
Reservation are required.

Brunch & Lunch•Afternoon Tea Service
Private Party Room Available • Tea Parties for Childrenq r

Monday-Saturday
 10am-5pm

Sunday 
10am-3pm

Located in Historic Plano, TX • 1726 Avenue K
Reservations: 972-509-0292 | Owner Jennifer Minor
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Call us today!  
214-415-3773

4701 W Park Blvd #204 Plano, TX 

6 Week Gut Buster© Class $19
Visit our website to redeem offer and sign up for your first class!  

 www.privateworkout.com/id311.html

Comfortable 
Wallbeds
and extra space

972.837.8079
wallbedsnmore.com

Plano, TX

Expansive showroom open by appointment. Call today!

STYLE MEETS FUNCTIONALITY

EXPERT ADVICE
SUPERIOR QUALITY  
& SERVICE

•Easy to use
•Affordable
•Stylish
•Very comfortable

Visit our showroom 
today to discover  

the best options and 
savings for you!

COME & 
SEE US

Open Wed and Sat (10 - 3 pm) 

Showroom is open by appointment 
7 days a week
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5809 Preston Rd., Plano, TX ∙ 972.943.8090 ∙ zizikisplano.com

SUNDAY’S WEATHER FORECAST

Catering Available
Corporate Events, Weddings, Graduations, Baby/Bridal Showers! 

11 AM to 3 PM  
$21.95 Per Person

Sunday Champagne  
Brunch

1400 Summit Ave. D2, Plano, TX |  972-578-SWIM (7946) | WWW.AQUAFITPLANO.COM
Monday-Friday 8:30 AM -7:30 PM | Saturday 8:30 AM-5:00 PM 

Swimming Lessons • Land and Water Classes • Swim Team Prep • Adaptive Swim Program (For the Special Child) 
Aquatic Fitness • Aqua Yoga • Land Fitness (Yoga, Pilates, Circuit Training, Speed Ball) • Nutrition and Weight Management

Swimming Lessons Land and Water Classes • Swim Team Prep • Adaptive Swim Program (For the Special Child) 

Summer is Coming!

$15 OFF$15 OFF
*Invalid during the holidays. Cannot be combine with any other offers. Dinner only. 

Minimum 2 adults. Only one coupon per table. Expires 3/31/2017

Dinner seafood buffetDinner seafood buffet
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4709 W Parker Rd #450,
Plano, TX 75093
469-310-3434
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io 

Dr
.

Parker Rd.

$10 OFF
when you spend $30 or more

Buy one entree
Get one FREE

Not to be comined with other offers.
With the purchase of 2 drinks. Lunch entrees 
only. Not to be combined with other offers.

SAUSAGE - SEAFOOD - SMOKING WOODS

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF SERVING 
THE GREATEST CUSTOMERS IN THE WORLD

1301 W. PARKER RD., SUITE #100, PLANO, TX 
972-633-5593Alma D

r.

Cu
st

er
 R

d.

W. Parker 
Rd.

TUESDAY - FRIDAY. 10:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M. AND 
SATURDAY. 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.

IN CELEBRATION OF HIRSCH’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
BRING THIS OFFER INTO HIRSCH’S AND RECEIVE 

25% OFF
YOUR PURCHASE OF USDA PRIME GRADE OR WAYGU BEEF. 

Offer good through Saturday March 11th.

Fast, Fresh 
Healthy Asian 
Fusion Cuisine, 
Your Way!

2100 Dallas Pkwy #130, Plano

(972) 378-5055

www.eatchasu.com

BUY ONE
GET ONE 
1/2 OFF

With the purchase of two 
drinks. Cannot be combined 

with other o� ers. 
Exp 3/31/2017.

Let us cater your next party!
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Fitness & Nutrition Center

$9999/month
Personal Training 3x a week. No 

contracts required! Exp 3/31/17

Now offering private training 
by the hour or half hour and 

you’ll also get a nutrition 
plan!

5 8 0 5  C o i t  R d . ,  S u i t e  1 0 2  |   P l a n o ,  T X  7 5 0 9 3
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Spring Creek Pkwy.

Before After Before After

972.618.2833

FREE
FRIED 

PICKLES!
Valid any time. One coupon per table. Not 

Valid with any other offer. Expires  3/30/2017.

25%OFF
any one 

menu item
Valid any time. One coupon per table. Not 

Valid with any other offer. Expires  3/30/2017.

4200 Legacy Dr • www.buffalobluez.com
Sun- Thur 11am - 10pm • Fri - Sat 11am - 11pm

HAPPY HOUR EVERDAY 
FROM 3-7PM

HAPPY HOUR EVERYDAY 
FROM 3-7PM

DRIVE THRU • DINE IN • CARRY OUTDRIVE THRU • DINE IN • CARRY OUT
March Madness ManiaMarch Madness Mania!

Spring Creek Pkwy.
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.4017 Preston Rd #530 • Plano, TX 75093

in Lakeside Market Shopping Center
972-473-2722

Market

Fresh never frozen menu 

with chef specials daily

Restaurant

Family 
owned & 
operated

 Crawfish 
 is here!

Coming Mid Month!
• Fresh 1st of season Wild 

Alaskan Halibut
• Fresh Wild Salmon

3045 W 15th St, Plano 
(972) 612-5867 • jumpmaniaplano.com

•  Family Owned & Operated • W. 15th St. In
de

pe
nd

en
ce

 
Pk

w
y.Plano’s Premier Indoor 

Bounce House

$30

1/2 PRICE 
JUMP

Off a Birthday 
Party!

Bring this ad in for a

Mention this ad to get 
the discount

For every  
paid admission, 

we provide a 
meal for a child 

in South  
Africa.
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