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U.S. Supreme Court ruling encourages best practices for affordable housing in Texas

State housing tax credits aiding local developers

By Kelley Crimmins
With several thousand applicants 

waiting to receive rental assistance 
from the Plano Housing Authority, 
local developers are taking advantage 
of state tax credits to build affordable 
housing to help meet those needs.

Affordable housing in Plano has 
been a hot topic of discussion that is 
likely to continue among local leaders, 
Plano Planning Director Christina Day 
said. This is in part due to mixed-use 
developments like Legacy West coming 
online as well as continued economic 
growth and regional efforts to enhance 
mobility and shorten commute times, 
she said.  

“Think about how many new jobs 
[will be] at Legacy West and how many 
floors there are to sweep and how 
many tables there are to bus. There’s a 
demand,” Day said. “There are a lot of 
lower wage jobs there and there is a big 
demand for service industry workers. 
Yet, where do those people live?”

In a 5-4 ruling last June, the U.S. 
Supreme Court upheld the Fair Hous-
ing Act of 1968 in a suit filed by Dal-
las-based Inclusive Communities Proj-
ect against the Texas Department of 
Housing and Community Affairs. The 
lawsuit challenged the way the agency 
had disproportionately provided tax 
credits to developers for low-income 

See Tax credits | 20

Plano merchants, 
leaders discuss 
open-carry law
By Vallari Gupte

As of Jan. 1 concealed handgun license 
holders in Texas can openly carry fire-
arms, provided the weapon is carried in 
a belt holster or shoulder holster. 

Concealed carry or open carry is 
allowed in public spaces except for areas  
prohibited by law or where signs are 
posted banning open and/or con-
cealed carry, according to the law 
passed by legislators during the  
84th Texas legislative session in June. 
License holders still cannot carry a gun 
into courtrooms, polling places on elec-
tion days, correctional facilities, hospi-
tals or school buildings. Open carry is 
allowed in public parks and government 
buildings as well as on public sidewalks, 
streets and parking lots. 

See Open carry | 23

The city of Plano posts this sign regarding fire-
arm rules at City Hall during public meetings.
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Texas developers can apply for housing tax credits through the Texas Department of Housing and 
Community Affairs. Funded by the U.S. Treasury, the TDHCA offers credits in exchange for building 
multifamily housing that incorporates below-market rental rates. The U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s Housing Choice Voucher Program provides rental assistance for families, 
veterans and seniors.

PLANO HOUSING 

properties is for the general population; the 
other five are exclusively for the elderly.

The TDHCA is only one of several 
agencies in North Texas that 
provides financing for affordable 
multifamily housing. 

Total Housing Tax Credit units: 1,247 

Total affordable HTC units: 1,154

The Plano Housing Authority provides 
rental assistance to applicants within 

a 25-mile radius of Plano.

The average rental  
assistance payment  
for Plano residents is

$4.3 million has been awarded 
in housing tax credits by the 

TDHCA for six affordable housing 
developments in Plano since 1993.

SUPPLY DEMAND

1 of the 6

3,000 people are currently on the 
PHA’s voucher waiting list. 

$596

37% of PHA’s voucher 
holders live in Plano.
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per month

That list is expected 
to increase to  

10,000  
 by 2018.

(the average rent for voucher holders 
in Plano is $899)
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TAKE THE POLL

FROM THE EDITOR
Can you believe it is 

almost March? With so 
many new restaurant and 
business openings this 
year, I am excited to see 
what else is in store for 
Plano in 2016. 

This month, we 
examine the supply and 
demand for affordable 
housing in Plano and how 
developers are using state 

and federal funds to build multifamily developments 
to accommodate more working-class families. As this 
city continues to grow in scope and population, it will 
be interesting to see how developments such as these, 
as well as city programs like neighborhood revitaliza-
tion projects, will be key to making Plano a reality for 
people in all income tax brackets.

Also this month we explore the open-carry law and 
what it means for local residents and business owners. 
Although there have been few sightings of residents 
participating in open carry, the community is learning 
to contend with the ripple effects of the new law as City 
Hall, downtown merchants and Plano ISD take stances 
to inform the public of what is and what is not allowed 
on their premises. 

We love hearing from you, and the response we 
have been getting from the community lately has been 
fantastic. Keep it up! Don’t forget to follow us on social 
media and check our website regularly as we aim  
to keep you updated with the latest news each day.

Kelley Crimmins
EDITOR

kcrimmins@communityimpact.com

COMMUNITY FEEDBACKCONTENTS
LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What would you like to see more of 
in Plano’s current dining choices?

  45.45%                       Less chain restaurants

                         22.73%   Trendier bars and restaurants 

                13.63%   More ethnically diverse cuisine

           9.09%   Cheaper restaurants

       4.55%   More family-friendly eating establishments

       4.55% I am content with the dining landscape of 

Plano as it is.

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 1/25/16–2/10/16.

Plano’s economic growth is attracting chefs and unique 
dining concepts from Dallas and beyond. The result is an 
ongoing evolution of Plano’s dining landscape from chain 
restaurants to more chef-driven concepts.
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READER COMMENTS
“In a world full of news about death and destruction and all-
around calamity, I can’t tell you how refreshing it is to read the 
good news in this paper and [to] learn about all the wonderful 
things happening and the beautiful people [who] live in our 
community. We read this cover to cover every time we get it.”

—Daniel K.

Do you think  Plano’s real estate boom 
can price people out of the market? 
   Take the poll at communityimpact.com/pln-poll.

B A N K I N G .  I N V E S T M E N T S .  I N S U R A N C E .
We  wo rk  t o ge t h e r  s o  t h ey ’ l l  wo rk  t o ge t h e r.

frostbank.com | (800) 513-7678 | Plano Financial Center, 5021 W. Park Blvd 

Investment and insurance products: are not FDIC insured, are not bank guaranteed, may lose value. Investment and insurance products are o�ered through Frost Brokerage 

Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC. Insurance products are also o�ered through Frost Insurance. Deposit and loan products are o�ered through Frost Bank, Member FDIC.
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conjunction with the VA Community- 
Based Outpatient Clinic, which will 
open this spring at 3804 W. 15th St. 
The 10,000-square-foot outpatient 
clinic will be equipped to serve 
approximately 6,000 veterans per year 
and will provide primary care, mental 
health, telemedicine, laboratory and 
X-ray services. 214-742-8387.  
www.va.gov 

10  Aurora Event Center is set to open 
the first week of March at  
910 W. Parker Road. The event 
center will be available for weddings, 
graduation parties, small musical 
concerts and fashion shows for about 
200 to 300 people. The venue is 
equipped with a stage, lighting and 
sound equipment for different types of 
events. auroraeventcenter@yahoo.com

11  Trademark Carwash is set to open 
its first Plano location in early April at 
1101 Coit Road. The car wash business 
will be operated out of the completely 
remodeled site of a former car wash 
and will offer full-service and exterior 
car washes as well as interior and 
exterior detailing services. The lobby 
will feature a large viewing area and an 
espresso bar.  
www.trademarkwash.com

Relocation

12  Owners Kelly and Tim Roberts 
moved I Like Big Bundts from 
Lewisville to 3232 E. Hebron Parkway, 
Ste. 114, on Dec. 20. Following recipes 
from generations of Southern tradition, 
the bakery store specializes in freshly 
made bundt cakes in flavors, such as 
pecan praline and Nutella swirl, as well 
as cake pops and customized cakes. 
Preorder, delivery and gift-wrapping 
services are also available.  
972-399-6716.  
www.ilikebigbundts.com

Now Open

1  Whole Nutrition opened its second 
Plano location Jan. 2 at 910 W. Parker 
Road, Ste. 190. The family-owned and- 
operated nutrition shop sells various 
types of supplements from two dozen 
different brands. 972-898-7600. 
www.wholenutritiontx.com 

2  Prestonwood Christian Academy 
celebrated the opening of its new 
18,000-square-foot Student Life Center 
at 6801 W. Park Blvd. on Jan. 5. The 
$5.7 million building on its Plano 
campus will serve as the chapel and 
cafeteria for more than 600 seventh- 
through 12th-grade students. 
972-930-4129. 
www.prestonwoodchristian.org 

3  9Round Kickboxing opened 
its second Plano location Feb. 20 at 
5017 W. Plano Parkway, Ste. 250. The 
franchise offers 30-minute circuit 
training workout sessions on  
a come-and-go basis. 214-377-9280. 
www.9round.com

4  Royale Magnificent Burgers 
opened Feb. 13 at 3310 Dallas Parkway, 
Ste. 121, in West Plano Village. The 
restaurant’s menu features 100 percent 
grass-fed beef as well as bison, soft-
shell crab, Maine lobster, pasture-
raised lamb, pulled pork, jerk chicken, 
turkey and salmon. 972-781-0212.  
www.royaleburgers.com

5  Dr. Zuejun Zhang opened his 
holistic nutrition practice, Stream of 
Life, at 101 E. Park Blvd., Ste. 240, in 
early December. The second-generation 
doctor combines academic and clinical 
knowledge with ancient, traditional 
and effective Chinese medicine to 
determine what nutrients a patient is 
missing from his or her diet to improve 
overall health. 214-448-3318.  
www.streamoflifeoption.net

6  The UPS Store opened Nov. 9 at 
2024 W. 15th St. The locally owned 
store offers full-service packing, 
shipping through UPS and other 
carriers, freight shipping for larger 
items, mailbox services, black-and-
white and color printing, laminating, 

binding, collating, faxing and notary 
services. 469-814-0620. 
www.theupsstore.com

7  A cellphone repair store, 
Cellphones 4 Sure, opened Feb. 1 at  
301 W. Parker Road. This is the first 
Plano location for the owners who own 
a store in Richardson as well. The store 
offers cellphone, iPad and Mac repair 
services. 214-718-1061.  
www.cellphones4sure.com

Coming Soon

8  Into My Garden Tea Room has 
moved from 1017 E. 15th St. to  
1726 K Ave. and plans to reopen in 
April or May following renovations. 
The business had been at its former 
location for 15 years and features event 
space and a variety of teas as well as 
food. The business has also applied for 
a beer and wine license. 972-509-0292. 
www.intomygarden.com 

9  The U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs has approved the addition 
of a specialty clinic to be built in 

Frankford Rd.
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Compiled by Kelley Crimmins and  
Vallari Gupte 

News or questions about Plano? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com

New ownership

13  Schryver Medical Sales and 
Marketing LLC of Denver, Colorado, 
announced in late December it is 
expanding its operations to Texas 
by purchasing Plano-based clinical 
laboratory services company 
Community Portable X‐Ray Inc. 
Located at 1635 Dorchester Drive, 
Community Portable X-Ray provides 
mobile X-ray and electrocardio exams 
to health care facilities, home care, 
industrial sites, dialysis centers and 
athletic teams. 800-638-3240.  
www.schryvermedical.com
 
Anniversaries

14  Lone Star Digital Media celebrated 
its one-year anniversary at 801 K Ave., 
Ste. 16, in January. The full-service 
video and audio production company 
has a master central control room as 
well as a video studio, a photo studio 
and a recording studio. The business 
can also produce projects off-site. 
972-947-3074. www.lsdminc.com 

15  Junction 15 Apartments celebrated 
its first anniversary Jan. 27 at  
930 E. 15th St. The mixed-use luxury 
apartment complex also features 
several businesses, including Paws Dog 
Factory, which opened in late 2014, The 
Day Spa and Sweet as Sugar Children’s 
Boutique, which signed on to the 
development in January 2014. 
844-241-0390.  
www.junction15apartments.com

16  Texas Health Presbyterian 
Hospital Plano celebrated its 25th 
anniversary Jan. 1 at 6200 W. Parker 
Road. The hospital, which changed its 
name from Presbyterian Hospital of 
Plano in 2009, has more than tripled 
its number of beds since it opened in 
1991, expanding from 120 to 366 beds. 
972-981-8000. 
www.texashealth.org/plano 

Renovation

17  The Medical Center of Plano held 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony Feb. 8 to 
mark the completion of renovations to 
its Brain and Spine Hospital at 3901 
W. 15th St. The $66 million project 
opened in 2013 and treats patients 
suffering from complex neurological 
injuries and disorders.  
972-596-6800.
www.themedicalcenterofplano.com

In the news

The Baylor Heart Hospital Plano 
announced Jan. 28 that it has hired Dr. 
Bruce Lytle as chairman of cardiovas-
cular strategic development and plan-
ning for cardiovascular medicine and 
surgery.  The  cardiothoracic surgeon 
has served as chairman of Cleveland 
Clinic’s Sydell and Arnold Miller 
Family Heart & Vascular Institute. 
469-814-3566. 
www.thehearthospitalbaylor.com

Prestonwood Christian Academy’s Student 
Life Center opened Jan. 5.
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Royale Magnificent Burgers serves bison, 
salmon, lamb and other gourmet burgers.
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The UPS Store offers full-service shipping as 
well as notary, fax, and printing services.
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The Medical Center of Plano held a ribbon-cut-
ting for its Brain and Spine Hospital Feb. 8.
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Looking for a plumber?

Service with
Integrity

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

Residential Repair Specialists
Serving North Texas With Over 20 Years Of Experience

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

*Restrictions May Apply

10%
Off

Any One
Repair

First Time Customers Only
Max Discount $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

*Restrictions May Apply

2011 
Small Business 
of the Year

2011
Emerging
Business

Not valid with any other offers or prior service



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com6

Included:  body composition analysis, a sample gift with our amazing 
products, and choose between 1 Lipolaser Session free or 1 Magnetic 

Therapy Session also free. You have nothing to lose just your 
weight…schedule your appointment today! 

Call Today to Book 
Your FREE Consultation & 
1 FREE therapy session!

$250 VALUE

MAGNESPHERE

M
idw

ay Rd.

Windhaven Pkwy.

Dallas Pkw
y.       W. Parker Rd.

N

3501 Midway Rd #250, 
Plano, TX 75093

(972) 403-1717
www.planoweightlossclinic.com

AK Weight Loss Clinic

ZERONA

Lose 20 pounds in 30 Days!

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

Finally, a weight loss system customized based on your food sensitivities!

Doctor Supervised & Completely Customized 
Based on Your Results

*96 Foods Tested (Gluten, Dairy, Eggs, etc)

DNA Testing

No Nasty Shakes or Pre-Packaged Meals

No Strenuous Exercise!

Whole Food Based (Sustainable Long-Term)

Clinically Proven with Thousands of Patients!

Conquer Cravings, Improve Digestion 
& Energy
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Compiled by Kelley Crimmins and 
Vallari Gupte 

News or questions about Plano?  
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com

Cosplay N Charm sells Japanese and An-
ime-inspired gifts, toys, clothing and artwork.
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Dallas chef Tre Wilcox will offer classes and 
event space at TRE Cooking Concepts. 
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Now Open

1  Cosplay N Charm opened its 
second Dallas-Fort Worth location at 
240 Legacy Drive, Ste. 106, in mid-
December. The shop features Japanese-
inspired merchandise, including gifts, 
clothing, shoes, accessories and jewelry 
products. 214-884-8064.  
www.cosplayncharm.com

2  Lebanese Grill opened Feb. 2 
at 8000 Coit Road, Ste. 400. The 
restaurant features authentic Lebanese 
cuisine, including full rotisserie 
chicken, stuffed cabbage, hummus, 
tabouleh, and lamb, goat, beef and 
chicken kabobs. 469-777-3655.

3  Dallas-based indoor cycling studio 
Lync Cycling opened its first Plano 
location in January at 5717 Legacy 
Drive, Ste. 315, in the Shops at Legacy. 
The studio offers 45-minute, full-body 

workouts with motivational instructors 
and energetic music in a candle-lit 
environment. 214-361-1171. 
www.lynccycling.com
 
Coming Soon

4  Dallas chef Tre Wilcox’s TRE 
Cooking Concepts is set to open in 
March at 8200 Preston Road, Ste. 135. 
The venue will provide well-stocked 
demonstration kitchens and several 
chef’s tables for group dining. Guests 
can also take cooking classes and hold 
corporate team-building events with 
tips and assistance by Wilcox’s culinary 
team in the 3,200-square-foot space. 
1-844-776-8200. www.trewilcox.com 

5  Construction is set to begin for 
Anytime Fitness’ new Plano location 
at 8900 Ohio Drive on May 1.  New 
members receive a free personal fitness 
orientation, and a demonstration of 

basic exercise principles. 469-400-7013. 
www.anytimefitness.com

6  The city of Plano’s Go Ape Zipline 
and Treetop Adventure will open 
March 12 at 5901 Los Rios Blvd just 
south of Oak Point Nature and Retreat 
Center. The two- to three-hourlong 
course will consist of rope ladders, 39 
crossings, two Tarzan swings and five 
zip lines for participants 10 years of age 
and older. 410-787-2417.  
www.goape.com

Relocation 

7  Legal, Inc. relocated its office 
from Farmers Branch to 5850 Granite 
Parkway, Ste. 215, in November. The 
company partners with attorneys and 
CPAs, accountants and registered agent 
services with a focus on small-business 
legal services. 844-386-0178. 
www.legalinc.com
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New Ownership

8  Texadelphia franchisees Brian 
and Brittany Livingston took over 
ownership of the Plano location at  
5813 Preston Road, Ste. 574, in 
Lakeside Market Jan. 23 and reopened 
Feb. 1. The Livingstons plan to host 
spirit nights with local schools.  
972-781-1616. www.texadelphia.com

Anniversaries

9  Matador Meat & Wine celebrated 
its fifth anniversary Jan. 27 at 8200 
Preston Road, Ste. 100. The butcher 
and specialty grocery store offers 
quality meats and seafood as well as an 
assortment of beers and wines.  
972-377-6328. www.matadormeat.com
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Try cu� ing edge skincare 
products & get paid for 

your time !
Stephens & Associates is a local research company in 

Richardson specializing in testi ng consumer products for 
world-renowned companies in the skincare industry.

Opportuniti es available for men & women of ALL ages, 
including children.

Acne • Anti -Aging • Eczema • Makeup Users • & so much more!
Contact us now at recruiti ng@stephens-associates.com or visit our website
at www.stephens-associates.com to learn more about upcoming studies!

1801 N. Glenville Drive, Suite 200
Richardson, TX  75081

972.852.3885

Affordable Professional Tax 
Preparation Services for 

Individuals and the Self Employed

Evening and Weekend Appointments Available

Contact Joseph Rosio
NYS Lic No. 062080  |  972-767-6410

www.planotaxprep.com
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Pets available  
for purchase
Vertebrates
Leaf-tailed geckos
Sailfin dragon 
Green tree monitor
Black tree skink
Dart frogs
Yellow-striped painted frog
Colombian red-tailed boa
Ball python

Invertebrates
Tarantulas
Scorpions
Centipedes

DFW Reptarium

The staff at DFW Reptarium, from left: Support Manager Trevor Boldt, General Manager Trevor 
Mead, owner David Spicer and Reptile Care Specialist Alex Bauer.
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DFW Reptarium
Store specializes in reptilian pet care  

D avid Spicer and David Mead 
said they noticed a lack of 
facilities in the Dallas-Fort 

Worth area that provided food and 
care for their reptilian pets. This led 
Spicer to open DFW Reptarium in 
April 2014, hiring Mead as his gen-
eral manager. The store sells reptile 
species of all types as well as chame-
leons, lizards, frogs, snakes and spi-
ders, terrariums and other supplies. 

“It got frustrating to just wait for 
trade shows to come to town to go 
and get the quality stuff that we 
needed,” Spicer said. “We are bring-
ing amphibian feeders of Plano out of 
the shadows.” 

When Mead and Spicer decided to 
open the pet store to primarily sell 
reptiles and amphibians, some people 
suggested they offer other animals as 
well, Spicer said. Being reptile enthu-
siasts and having researched different 
ways of caring for various species, 
however, the men decided to focus 
their inventory solely on the animals 
they love the most, Spicer said. 

The animals at DFW Reptarium 
are locally born and bred in captivity. 
Spicer said they decided to stay away 
from importing since wild animals 
tend to not thrive as well in captivity. 

“The animals that are born in 
captivity are used to the food we feed 
them. They are used to the conditions 
that we provide for them, and they 
thrive and do a lot better,” he said. 
“Our real passion for opening this 
shop was to get young people [inter-
ested], and the last way to get a young 
person into this hobby is to sell them 
a sick, unhealthy animal.”

Most of DFW Reptarium’s business 
comes from its sale of feeders, or the 
food that reptiles and amphibians eat. 
Its inventory includes live and frozen 
rodents, worms and insects. 

“We are the only grocery store for 
reptile-keepers,” Mead said. “It’s a 
pretty diverse group of people, too. 
Reptile people come in all kinds of 
shapes and sizes.”

Mead said he was about 4 years old 
when he found a rough earth snake 
while playing outside one day. His 
parents helped him bring the snake 
home, created a shelter for it in a large 
plastic bin and let Mead care for it. 

“And that’s it. I had to have every 
book on snakes, lizards or frogs. It’s 
just been the driving force of my life 
every since, really,” Mead said. 

Like Mead, Spicer has been a fan 
of reptiles since childhood and has 
about 80 pet snakes at home. Spicer’s 
six children also grew up passionate 
about taking care of their pets, he 
said. For Mead and Spicer, the store is 
a way to not only care for these ani-
mals but also to interact with others 
who share a passion for these types of 
species. In the near future—perhaps 
this summer—Mead said they plan to 
organize a field trip to western Texas 
where they and fellow enthusiasts 
can observe various species in their 
natural habitats. 

“My goal eventually would be to 
expand the business and actually 
have more of an exhibition-type 
area with ... zoo-class animals and 
exhibits—housing the animals that 
we don’t sell,” Spicer said. 

2200 Coit Road, Ste. 410
972-596-7350
www.dfwreptarium.com
Tues.-Fri. 12-8 p.m., Sat. 11 a.m.-7 
p.m., Sun. 1-5 p.m. 

The green tree monitor ($700) is a lizard.

Colombian red-tail boas ($170) like mice.

David Spicer holds a spider molt from a 
Brazilian red and white tarantula.

By Vallari Gupte
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NEW YEAR
NEW EVENTS
NEW BUDGET

Best Photography for Business, Marke� ng, and Events
• Executive / Professional Portraits
• Corporate & Non-Profi t 

Events/Meetings/Galas

• Trade Shows & Conventions
• On-Site Printing Available
• Commercial & Marketing

469-587-2300
www.sco� peekphotography.com

Planning 2016 
Corporate Events?

Schedule Scott Peek 
Photography to capture ALL of 

your corporate imagery.
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Owner Juergen Mahneke, left, and Chef Seth de Wit have worked together for eight years.

The butter-sauteed trout fillet is served with 
spinach and oven potatoes ($19.25, dinner).

Guests who drink one of each kind of beer at 
Bavarian Grill receive a personalized stein.

Accordion player Jim Rommel plays traditional German music on weekends at the restaurant.
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Bavarian Grill
Restaurant celebrates 22 years in Plano

J uergen Mahneke of Germany 
opened Bavarian Grill  
22 years ago to bring a taste of 

his homeland to Plano. 
“We had a fun party when we 

turned 21. It’s fun when you turn 3 or 
5 but turning 21 and having a party—
you invite all your friends over—and 
you are at that stage where you are 
relaxed,” he said. 

Known for its Alpine symbolism 
and festivals like Oktoberfest, the 
region of Bavaria spans the southeast 
portion of Ger-
many. Originally 
from Wolfsburg, 
a city located 
about 150 miles 
west of Berlin, 
Mahneke visits different parts of 
Germany each year to find tried-and-
true recipes; build relationships with 
German breweries, wineries and dis-
tilleries; and bring back new culinary 
ideas to Plano. 

Guests at Bavarian Grill and their 
children can assemble jigsaw puz-
zles, which are displayed on walls 
throughout the restaurant once com-
pleted. The walls are also adorned 
with scenic photo puzzles of Bavaria, 
steins and other trinkets of German 
culture. Children can also color a 
picture of a train while the adults sip 
beer, and listen and sing to tradi-
tional German live music complete 
with accordions. 

Executive Chef Seth de Wit and 
Mahneke have been working together 
for about eight years, and De Wit said 
his kitchen staff typically prepares 
food for about 700 guests per day 

on Fridays and Saturdays. A variety 
of schnitzel recipes, oven-roasted 
chicken, liver and onions with apple, 
bratwurst, sauerkraut and a special 
lingonberry jelly are some of the 
authentic items on the menu. 

Other favorites include German 
potato salad and wild game entrees, 
such as wild boar, quail and duck. 

 “If I like everything that’s going 
into a dish, then I know I am going 
to like [the finished product],” de Wit 
said. “You only get one chance in this 

business, and 
you have to show 
yourself the first 
time because 
most people—
they don’t com-

plain—they just don’t come back.”
The restaurant is divided into 

different areas that would be consis-
tent with the seating style of a typical 
German restaurant, including indoor 
and outdoor bier gartens complete 
with garden-style tables and chairs. 

Mahneke said maintaining the 
authenticity of the food and ambi-
ence is key to the restaurant’s success.  
To him, it is all about preserving and 
sharing the original German dining 
experience. His passion for German 
hospitality extends not only to the 
restaurant’s guests but also his team.

“I have always believed that when 
you have a strong team where you let 
people shine, then you [have gotten] 
pretty far already,” Mahneke said. 

DINING FEATURE

By Vallari Gupte

Bavarian Grill

221 W. Parker Road 
972-881-0705 
www.bavariangrill.com
Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Map not 
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Expert Tax Att orneys and Enrolled Agents

5164 Village Creek Dr. 
Suite 300, Plano

WWW.TAXFACTS.CO 
972-596-1296
INFO@TAXFACTS.CO

• Tax advisement & Planning
• Financial Management
• Business Enti ti es Tax Returns
• Individuals Tax Returns
• Amended & Delinquent Tax 

Returns

• IRS & States Dept. of Revenue 
Examinati on Audit, Collecti on and 
Appeals Representati on

• Sett lement Negoti ati on
• Lien & Levy Acti ons
• Tax Court Liti gati on

P
reston R

d
.

President George 
Bush Turnpike

W. Plano Pkwy.

“You only get one chance 
in this business...”

—Chef Seth de Wit

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com
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Communications Parkway/
Midway Road repairs
Lanes along Communications 
Parkway between Windhaven 
Parkway and Parker Road are closed 
as a concrete repair project nears 
completion. Construction crews will 
then move to Midway Road at the 
Park Boulevard and West Parker 
Road intersections to commence 
similar repairs. The entire project is 
expected to be complete by the end 
of March.

Timeline: June 2015-March 2016
Cost: $990,000
Funding sources: city of Plano

Dallas North Tollway widening
Utility relocations and lane closures 
along Dallas Parkway are taking 
place as the project to widen the 
Dallas North Tollway from the Sam 
Rayburn Tollway to the President 
George Bush Turnpike continues. 
Construction crews are also building 
retaining walls along the entire length 
of the project. When complete, 
the DNT will be four lanes in both 
directions. 

Timeline: May 2015-early 2018 
Cost: $281.5 million 
Funding Sources: North Texas 
Tollway Authority

Project update Project update

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Kelley Crimmins

Independence Parkway repairs 
A project to repair concrete along 
Independence Parkway is underway. 
Lane closures are taking place from 
Plano Parkway to West 15th Street and 
from Cross Bend Road to West Spring 
Creek Parkway. The crews will meet 
in the middle between 15th Street and 
West Parker Road where an ultrathin 
layer of a new, more flexible type of 
asphalt will be applied. 

Timeline: Jan. 2016-Jan. 2017
Cost: $4.2 million
Funding sources: city of Plano, Collin 
County 

New project

McDermott Rd.
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Plano attracting data centers as 
corporations expand, relocate
By Vallari Gupte

With an influx of business and 
numerous headquarters moving to 
Plano, a new trend is emerging in the 
city: the need for data centers. 

Data centers are needed to securely 
store, process and distribute data 
generated by individuals and compa-
nies, according to Stefanie Williams, 
an associate analyst for 451 Research, 
a company that helps organizations 
prepare for building data centers and 
conducts industry-wide research. 

Plano is home to five data centers, 
one of which opened in 2015, with two 
more centers planned to open in the 
next two years. 

Another business, Patronous Data 
Center, is planning a campus in 
Frisco.

“Plano really is a hotspot for compa-
nies that are relocating their regional 
and national headquarters,” Williams 
said. “[Local companies] would want 
a local presence rather than the data 
being in a different city. It allows them 
to keep their employees local where 
they are so that their IT department 
won’t have to travel to access the serv-
ers and do any kind of maintenance.”

The two planned data centers in 
Plano, Stream Data Centers and Equi-
nix, will join T5 Data in the Legacy 
Business Park area. 

“Most people have a [cell] phone or 
connect to the Internet at some point. 
All of the applications—all of the data, 
all of those pictures—can effectively 
land up inside of a data center,” said 
Jason Ferrara, chief marketing officer 
for Aligned Energy and Aligned Data 
Centers. “There are very large data 
centers spread throughout the world. 

Google, Amazon, Yahoo, Linke-
dIn—every company that you are 
aware of—has very large data centers 
for processing all of that data and 
information that we as consumers are 
producing on a daily basis,” he said.

A data center is comprised of com-
puter servers that in turn store large 
amounts of data. Data centers are 
often called server farms because of 
the large number of servers placed in 
one area.

Some large companies that generate 
massive amounts of data prefer to host 
data in their own personal data cen-
ters. Others prefer to rent out space in 
bigger data centers known as co-loca-
tion facilities, Williams said. 

The Dallas-Fort Worth area is cen-
trally located, both geographically and 
in terms of underground fiber optic 
cable network connectivity, which 
Williams said offers Internet service 
providers such as AT&T and Verizon 
with ideal data center locations. 

“The farther [away] the data is, the 
longer it takes to access it and in these 
cases even if it is a nanosecond—for 
some applications—it makes a differ-
ence,” Williams said. 

The city of Plano has encouraged 
technological development and is 
interested in enhancing the data 
center industry, which makes the area 
appealing for potential companies that 
want to build a data center, Williams 
said.

“All of the universities and 
colleges in the area really promote 
technological education,” Williams 
said. “It makes it easy for people to 
find the human capital and run the 
technology.”

TECHNOLOGY
Data is not in ‘the Cloud’... 
It’s down here!
Data centers store private information for companies such as IT 
equipment, files, data or disaster recovery information.

Security 
Data centers are monitored 
24/7 and are accessible only to 
authorized personnel.

Sources: Aligned Data Centers, 451 Research, Aligned Data Centers/Community Impact Newspaper

There are 3 million data centers 
across the U.S. 

These centers house 12 million  
computer servers delivering national online activity.

Data centers are a $200 billion  
global industry.

Why Plano?
• established bandwidth and fiber optic 

providers

• Texas operates on its own power grid

• low seismic activity

• easy accessibility via airports

Components of 
a data center

Did you know?

Power and cooling
Most data center 

facilities are built to 
N+1 redundancies, 

which means that if one 
component fails, there is 

a backup.

Structure
In the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area most data centers 
are built to withstand an 
EF-4 (166-200 mph)rated 
tornado.
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Plano data centers:

1. Aligned Data Centers

2. Global IP Networks

3. Internap Network 
Services

4. T5 Data Centers

5. Waymark 
Communications

6. Equinix (opening 
March 2016)

7. Stream Data Centers 
(opening  
in 2017)

Map not to scale

The Dallas-Fort Worth area has 96 data centers.

Plano has 5 centers with 2 more planned. 

Plano Data  
centers
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Pol. adv. paid by Andrea K. Bouressa Campaign in compliance with the voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act.
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Republican for 416th District Court

KNDREA ELLY
B

   .

Vote for Andrea Kelly Bouressa for the 416th District Court!
Experience.  

Andrea is an experienced litigator prepared 
to address the needs of our growing County.

Integrity.  
Andrea will not be swayed by personal 

or political pressure.
Conservatism.

Andrea will not legislate from the bench.
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Residents file lawsuit against the city of 
Plano over comprehensive plan’s approval
PLANO  The city of Plano announced 
Feb. 2 that a group of Plano residents 
have filed a lawsuit against the city in 
regard to a petition to repeal the Plano 
Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan. In 
response, the city hired attorney and 
election law specialist Andy Taylor to 
represent it in the case, according to a 
statement released by the city.

“We continue to believe the current 
plan is the best for the city of Plano 
and rejecting it would put the city in 
jeopardy,” the statement read. “We 
asked the lawyer representing these 
citizens for additional time to reach 
a compromise, but they refused. We 
regret the issue has been escalated to 
the courts.”

In November, residents who make 
up the group Plano Future presented 
a petition with more than 4,000 
signatures to the city requesting that 
the city hold a referendum for the 
Plano Tomorrow plan, which Plano 
City Council approved in a 6-2 vote  
Oct. 12. Council members Tom 

Harrison and Ron Kelley cast the 
dissenting votes.

In November, Taylor informed 
the City Council that cities do not 
have the right to hold an election for 
comprehensive plans, but they are 
required to hold public hearings and 
input meetings. 

The Plano Tomorrow Plan is the 
city’s third comprehensive plan and 
serves as a guide for future planning 
and development. Representatives 
for Plano Future have contended that 
because local government code states 
a comprehensive plan shall not con-
stitute zoning regulations or establish 
zoning district boundaries, it should 
be allowed for a referendum.

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_pln

PLANO  Plano Mayor Harry 
LaRosiliere announced the start 
of the Plano Mayor’s Summer 
Internship Program’s third season 
Feb. 17 at Academy High School.

The deadline for corporations to 
sign up as recruiters is April 1. Com-
panies may also sponsor internships 
for students to work in local non-
profit organizations. Those who meet 
the deadline will be able to partic-
ipate in the April 22 job fair, where 
applicants can interview for various 
internships. Student internship 
applications are due March 11.

“Every student intern will get real 
life experience of [what it’s like] 
being in a business environment,” 
LaRosiliere said. “I see it as a bridge 
for the workforce to come back to 
Plano.”

Last year about 275 students 
applied for the Plano Mayor’s Sum-
mer Internship program. The paid 
eight-week internship runs June 13 
to Aug. 5 with a minimum pay of  

Student application deadline for Mayor’s 
Summer Internship Program is March 11

TweetingsTweetings

CITY & SCHOOLS
Compiled by Kelley Crimmins and Vallari GupteNews from the city of Plano and Plano ISD

$9 an hour. LaRosiliere said he hopes 
to reach a goal of providing 100 
internships this year. More than 100 
students from Plano ISD have partic-
ipated in the internship program in 
the last two years.

Capital One was the founding 
sponsor in 2014 and continues to be 
a sponsor for the program. Toyota 
Motor North America and Ericsson 
have already signed up as recruiters.
For more information, visit  
www.planomayorsinterns.org.

Community leaders helped kick off the May-
or’s Summer Internship Program Feb. 17.
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Plano ISD trustees approve $481 million 
bond package item for May 2016 election

The Go Ape Zipline features 39 crossings.
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Plano City Council
Regular meetings are scheduled at 7 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Monday.
Plano Municipal Center, 1520 K Ave.
Live webcasts are available online.
972-941-7000. www.plano.gov

Plano Independent School District
Meetings are scheduled at 7 p.m.  
on the first Tuesday of each month.
Plano ISD Administration Building,  
2700 W. 15th St. 
469-752-8100. www.pisd.edu

Collin County Commissioners  
Court 
Meetings are generally scheduled at  
1:30 p.m. each Monday.

Jack Hatchell Collin County 
Administration Building, 2300 
Bloomdale Road, McKinney.  
972-424-1460. www.co.collin.tx.us

Zipline adventure park opens in March
PLANO  The Go Ape Zipline and 
Treetop Adventure is set to open 
March 12 at Oak Point Park and 
Nature Preserve, 5901 Los Rios 
Blvd. Located just south of the 
recently opened Oak Point Nature 
and Retreat Center, the two- to 
three-hourlong course will be made 
up of numerous rope ladders, cross-
ings and five zip lines. 

In all, there will be five individ-
ual sections within the course. The 
$500,000 park is being built and 
will be operated by Go Ape. 

A city survey of residents indi-
cated a need for more outdoor 
recreational opportunities in Plano, 
Recreation Services Manager 
Colette Hall said. 

“There is nothing like this around 
and Go Ape has a proven success 
record of providing a wonderful 
[outdoor] experience,” she said.

PLANO  The Plano ISD board of 
trustees on Feb. 2 approved placing 
a $481 million bond package on 
the May 7 election ballot. The bond 
package includes funding for major 
renovations, new schools, a perform-
ing arts center and technological 
advancements. 

Trustees voted 6-1 in favor of call-
ing the election. Trustee Yoram Solo-
mon cast the dissenting vote, arguing 
the package should be presented in 
multiple propositions. Trustee Car-
rolyn Moebius expressed her support 
for the proposed bond package in its 
single proposition form. 

The district’s staff, bond commit-
tee and trustees sought to keep the 

tax rate from increasing and reduce 
district debt while making sure the 
bond package included enough funds 
to enhance PISD.

In a special meeting Jan. 19, trustees 
decided to reduce the proposed bond 
package amount of $524 million by 
$43 million. To make up the $43 mil-
lion difference, the board is borrow-
ing $16 million from the previously 
unused 2008 bond program. About 
$27.7 million will be moved from the 
capital fund to the general fund to pay 
for additional items not included in 
the $481 million bond package. 

The last day to register to vote for 
the May 7 election is April 7. Early 
voting is April 25-30 and May 2-3.

Meetings

Compiled by Kelley Crimmins and Vallari Gupte

Benefitting: Presenting Sponsor:

Third Annual

Golf Tournament

Aiming For 
Education

Monday, March 28, 2016 
Gleneagles Country Club

Register online at
planoalumni.org
or call 469.752.8272
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Drafts getting you down?
It may be time for a window upgrade.

Call us for a free consultation

Cut energy costs and
enjoy a better view!

• Energy-Ef� cient Windows
• Repair and Replacement
• Solar Screens

• Shower Glass and Mirrors

4900 Preston Rd, Suite 101, Frisco
www.tandcwindows.com

WE’RE YOUR 
ONE-STOP-SHOP FOR:

Roo� ng • Windows 
Gutters • Painting

Fence Repair 
and more!

Prepare Your
Home For Spring!

972.377.8188

SAVE UP TO $500
when you mention this ad!

with an order of $5,000 or more. Must mention 
Community Impact to redeem. Call for details.

 
 

Data & Internet | Voice | Cloud Services | Managed & Hosted | IT Services

Power Up Your Business

With CCI Fiber+ you can get:

 
 

 
Get the power you need to grow your business.

Call 469.515.1515 or visit 
consolidated.com/business

Consolidated 

Communications delivers 

CCI Fiber+ technology to 

businesses throughout 

the region. Your location

may already be fiber

ready, making your

connection fast and easy! 

Consolidated Communications

POWERED BY

+ Dedicated and symmetrical Internet

+ Superior speeds, reliability & bandwidth

+ Scalability for growth

+ Business continuity and security options

+ Cloud computing capabilities

+ 24/7 local support

We want to thank Plano for making Family 

Audiology the fi nest place in the city to receive 

excellent hearing care that gets results. Your 

positive experiences with us and referrals to 

friends and family have helped us grow steadily. 

Call today and learn how we can help you. 

4105 W. Spring Creek Parkway, Ste. 702
Plano • www.familyaud.com • 972.943.0466

An d, i f we haven't sai d it enough,

THANK YOU
for your help and for your support.

Call us today at 972-943-0466
or visit www.familyaud.com
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PRIMARY  
ELECTION GUIDE
Compiled by Krista Wadsworth

ELECTION DAY 
INFORMATION

The candidates listed in this guide will be on the 2016 
primary election ballot in the communities defined by 
Community Impact Newspaper’s Plano coverage area. 
All races including uncontested races are listed. Official 
campaign websites could not be found for certain 
presidential candidates.

Denton County has separate Republican 
and Democratic polling locations on 
election day. Voters must cast their ballots 
at the precinct designated on their voter 
registration card on election day.

For Collin County polling locations, visit  
www.co.collin.tx.us.

For Denton County polling locations, visit 
www.votedenton.com.

POLLING LOCATIONS

Registered voters in Collin 
County can cast their ballot 
at any vote center within their 
respective county during early 
voting and on election day.

Armstrong Middle School 
3805 Timberline Drive

Bowman Middle School 
2501 Jupiter Road

Brinker Elementary School 
3800 Clark Parkway

Carpenter Middle School 
3905 Rainier Road

Carpenter Park  
Recreation Center 
6701 Coit Road

Christ United  
Methodist Church 
3101 Coit Road

Clark High School
523 W. Spring Creek Parkway

Collin College 
2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway

Davis Library 
7501-B Independence Parkway

Fowler Middle School 
3801 McDermott Road

Harrington Library 
1501 18th St.

Islamic Association  
of Collin County 
6401 Independence Parkway

Parr Library 
6200 Windhaven Parkway

Plano ISD Administration 
Center 
2700 W. 15th St.

Prestonwood Baptist Church 
6801 W. Park Blvd.

Shepton High School 
5505 Plano Parkway

Sources: Collin County, Denton County

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

Hillary Clinton
www.hillaryclinton.com

Roque “Rocky” De La 
Fuente
www.rocky2016.com

Calvis L. Hawes

Keith Judd

Star Locke
www.starovertexas.com

Martin J. O’Malley**
https://martinomalley.com

Bernie Sanders
www.votebernie 
sanders2016.com

Willie L. Wilson
www.williewilson2016.com

STATEWIDE CANDIDATES

Railroad commissioner
Lon Burnam
Cody Garrett
Grady Yarbrough

Justice, Supreme 
Court, Place 3
Mike Westergren

Justice, Supreme 
Court, Place 5
Dori Contreras Garza

Justice, Supreme 
Court, Place 9
Savannah Robinson

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 2
Lawrence “Larry” Meyers*

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 5
Betsy Johnson

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 6
Robert E. Burns

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

STATEWIDE CANDIDATES

REPUBLICAN PARTY

Railroad commissioner
Lance N. Christian
Wayne Christian
Gary Gates
John Greytok
Ron Hale
Doug Jeffrey
Weston Martinez

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 3
Debra Lehrmann*
Michael Massengale

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 5
Paul Green*
Rick Green

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 9
Eve Guzman*
Joe Pool

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 2
Mary Lou Keel
Chris Oldner
Ray Wheless

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 5
Sid Harle 
Steve Smith 
Scott Walker
Brent Webster

Judge, Court of 
Criminal Appeals,  
Place 6
Richard Davis  
Michael E. Keasler*

Jeb Bush
https://jeb2016.com

Ben Carson
www.bencarson.com

Chris Christie**
www.chrischristie.com

Ted Cruz
www.tedcruz.org

Carly Fiorina**
www.carlyfiorina.com

Lindsey Graham**
www.lindseygraham.com

Elizabeth Gray

Mike Huckabee**
www.mikehuckabee.com

John R. Kasich
www.johnkasich.com

Rand Paul**
www.randpaul.com

Marco Rubio
https://marcorubio.com

Rick Santorum**
www.ricksantorum.com

Donald J. Trump
www.donaldjtrump.com

COUNTY & DISTRICT CANDIDATES 

U.S. Rep., District 3 
Adam P. Bell 
Michael A. Filak

State Rep., District 66 
Gnanse Nelson

State Rep., District 67 
Scott Coleman

State Rep., District 89 
Denise Hamilton

Justice, 5th Court of 
Appeals, Place 4 
Gena Slaughter

Justice, 5th Court of 
Appeals, Place 7 
Dennise Garcia

Justice of the peace, 
Precinct 1, Seat 3 
Ramona Brumfielf 
Michael Messer

COUNTY & DISTRICT CANDIDATES 

U.S. Rep., District 3 
David Cornette
Sam Johnson*
John Calvin Slavens
Keith L. Thurgood

State Rep., District 66
Matt Shaheen*

State Rep., District 67
Jeff Leach*

State Rep., District 89
Jodie Laubenberg* 
Dalton Lytle

Justice, 5th Court of 
Appeals, Place 4
Lana Myers*

Justice, 5th Court of 
Appeals, Place 7
David James Hanschen
David John Schenck*

District judge, 199th 
Judicial District
Angela Tucker*

District judge, 380th 
Judicial District
Ben Smith*

District judge, 401st 
Judicial District  
Jim Pikl
Mark Rusch*

District judge, 416th 
Judicial District 
Andrea Kelly Bouressa
Lon L. Garner
Michael Puhl
Andrea Thompson

District judge, 469th 
Judicial District
Piper McCraw*

District judge, 470th 
Judicial District
Emily A. Miskel*

District Clerk
Lynne Chupp Finley
Yoon Kim*

Sheriff
Jim Skinner

Tax assessor-collector 
Kenneth L. Maun*

Justice of the peace, 
Precinct 1, Seat 3
Thomas Hayden 
Chuck Ruckel* 
Andrew E. White

Constable, Precinct 3
Sammy Knapp*

County Court  
at Law No. 7 judge
James Angelino
Melvin Thathiah 
David Waddill

*Incumbent
**Campaign suspended

Last day to register to vote: Feb. 1
In-person early voting: Feb. 16-26
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: Feb. 19
Primary election: March 1

IMPORTANT DATES
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March

03 Reckless Kelly concert 
The Courtyard Theater kicks off 

its fifth annual Courtyard Texas Music 
Series with this Grammy-nominated Austin 
band. 7:30 p.m. $25. Courtyard Theater, 
1509 H Ave. 972-941-5600.  
www.plano.gov

04 through 6 
‘Footloose’ 

Based on the Oscar-nominated movie, 
the musical tells the story of a Chicago 
teenager who moves to a farming town 
where dancing is forbidden. Ren, the 
protagonist, finds love interest in the 
preacher’s daughter. This production 
features unique twists and choreography 
set to Tom Snow’s music and lyrics by 
Dean Pitchford. 8:30 p.m. (March 4-5). 
3:30 p.m. (March 6). $15. Art Centre 
Theatre, 5220 Village Creek Drive.  
214-810-3228. www.artcentretheatre.com 

04 through 6  
Texas Elvis Festival

Licensed and in partnership with Elvis 
Presley Enterprises, this Texas tribute 
to Elvis is an official preliminary talent 
search for finding the ultimate Elvis 
tribute artist. 10 a.m.-10 p.m. (March 
4), noon-10 p.m. (March 5), 11 a.m.- 
9 p.m. (March 6). $85 (one-day pass, 
adults), $50 (one-day pass, children 
age 12 years and older), $215 (three.-
day pass, adults), $115 (three-day 
pass, children age 12 years and older). 
Southfork Ranch, 3700 Hogge Drive, 
Parker. 302-327-8419. 
www.texaselvisfestival.com

05 Madi Davis welcome home 
concert 

Singer-songwriter and McKinney native 
Madi Davis performs her first concert in 
Plano with special guest Northern National 
after ending her run as a Top 6 contestant 
on NBC’s “The Voice.” A special meet-
and-greet at 6:30 p.m. lets fans visit with 
Davis before the show. 8 p.m. $15 (general 
admission), $45 (VIP meet-and-greet). 
event1013, 1013 15th St. 972-941-5840.  
www.madiannedavis.com 

11 Museum After Dark: Adult-only 
Easter egg hunt 

Guests hunt for more than 2,000 prize-
filled eggs that are hidden throughout 
the property of the Heritage Farmstead 

Museum. Prizes include Texas Rangers 
tickets, passes to Hawaiian Falls and gift 
cards to local restaurants. 8 p.m. $20. 
Heritage Farmstead Museum,  
1900 W. 15th St. 972-881-0140.  
www.heritagefarmstead.org

11 Parastoo 
The annual Nowruz Festival 

showcases the best of Persian dance, 
choir, theater and music by a large group 
of Iranian-Americans from the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area. The festival also includes 
children’s programs, food, exhibitions, and 
vendor booths. 5-11 p.m. $25 (ages 12 
and older), $15 (children 6-11 years old), 
free (children age 5 and younger). Plano 
Centre, 2000 E. Spring Creek Parkway. 
972-233-0505. www.parastoo.us 

12 Dr. Who party 
Inspired by the popular TV show, 

this event allows attendees to dress up 
as their favorite doctor or companion and 
make crafts, dodge weeping angels and 
play Doctor Who-themed games as well 
as take pictures in a photo booth. 3 p.m. 
Free. Davis Library, 7501-B Independence 
Parkway. 972-208-8000. www.plano.gov

19 Celebrate Holi  
Residents can celebrate Holi—the 

Indian festival of colors—and learn about 
the South Asian culture. Events include 
storytelling, dance performances and a 
peewee color run. Participants should 
wear T-shirts that can be splashed with 
colors. 2-4 p.m. Free. Davis Library,  
7501-B Independence Parkway.  
972-208-8000. www.plano.gov

19 Tribute to Marvin Hamlisch 
and the Young Artists 

The performance pays tribute to one 
of the most distinguished and honored 
composers for stage and screen. Marvin 
Hamlisch was one of only 12 people to win 
an Emmy, Grammy, Oscar and Tony. The 
performance includes his scores from “The 
Sting,” “The Way We Were,” “The Spy 
Who Loved Me,” “Sophie’s Choice” and  
“A Chorus Line.”  8 p.m. $13-$85. 
Eisemann Center for Performing Arts,  
2351 Performance Drive, Richardson.  
972-473-7262.  
www.planosymphony.org 

25 Chips: Downtown Plano 
Poker Tournament

The Historic Downtown Plano Association 
hosts a Texas Hold’em poker tournament 
to raise money to promote downtown 
Plano. Corporations can buy a table with 
nine seats and individuals can purchase 
single seats. The tournament includes 
music and complimentary food and drinks. 
6 p.m. $120 (individual seat), $900 (full 
table). Icehouse Rooftop, 1000 14th St., 
Ste. 100. 972-543-8840. 
www.visitdowntownplano.com

CALENDAR
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angel’s LIQUORAngel’s LIQUOR
Plano’s First Liquor Store. second location now open!

Se� ing a�  � ands of liqu� 
• Family owned and operated since 1985
• All your favorite brands of Liquor
• Fine Wines and Beer
• Now with 2 convenient locations!

Open Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’sOpen Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’sOpen Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’sOpen Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’sOpen Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’sOpen Monday-Saturday 10 am - 9 pm | Closed Sunday’s
www.angelsbeverage.comwww.angelsbeverage.com

Angel’s liquor
2540 E. Plano Parkway, #100
Plano, TX 75074
972-424-0248

www.angelsbeverage.comwww.angelsbeverage.comwww.angelsbeverage.com

Angel’s liquor
2540 E. Plano Parkway, #100
Plano, TX 75074
972-424-0248

Angel’s Liquor
NOW OPEN
901 E. Plano Parkway, #109
Plano, TX 75074
469-814-9255
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Compiled by Kelley Crimmins and Vallari Gupte

Taverna Rossa
4005 Preston Road
972-403-3321 
www.tavernarossa.com

February 
26      Great Scott! Band, 8:30 p.m.
27   Chant, 8:30 p.m.
March 
4         Lucky McFuggerby, 8:30 p.m.
5   Bone Brothers, 8:30 p.m.
11   Crystal Yates, 8:30 p.m.
12   Mojo Filter, 8:30 p.m.
18   Christopher Mills, 8:30 p.m.
19   Mark Sena & Friends, 8:30 p.m.
25   The Bodarks, 8:30 p.m.

The Bodarks perform March 
25 at Taverna Rossa

Find more or submit Plano events at 
communityimpact.com/pln-calendar.

To have Plano events considered 
for the print edition, they must be 
submitted online by the first Friday of 
the month.

Online Calendar

Featured 
        LIVE MUSIC

March 11
Empty Bowls benefit 
Guests can enjoy lunch while supporting the North Texas Food Bank in this 17th 
annual event. In addition to soup and other bowl-friendly fare from 20 North 
Texas restaurants, attendees can select a handcrafted bowl from local artists as 
a memento of the day. Featured restaurants include Mi Cocina, Urban Crust and 
Wolfgang Puck Catering. Proceeds go to support the NTFB’s programs.  
11 a.m.-1 p.m. $40. Eisemann Center for Performing Arts, 2351 Performance Drive, 
Richardson.  214-330-1396. www.ntfb.org

Worth the TRIP

25 through 26  
Texas Music Revolution 

Radio station KHYI 95.3 The Range 
hosts its 20th annual music festival at 
Oak Point Park and Nature Preserve. 
Organizers moved the festival from its 
original location at Southfork Ranch. 
Times TBA. $29 (March 25 single-day 
ticket), $34 (March 26 single-day ticket), 
$50 (two-day pass). Oak Point Park and 
Amphitheater, 2801 E. Spring Creek 
Parkway. 972-941-7000. www.khyi.com 

29 through 31  
Just Between Friends 

consignment sale 
Visit the nation’s largest twice-yearly 
children’s and maternity consignment 
sales event, which features prices at  
50 to 90 percent off retail prices on 
gently-used quality items. Attendees 
may also consign and receive 70 percent 
of their sales. A portion of all sales is 
donated to charity. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. (March 
29-30), 9 a.m.-noon (March 31). Free. 
Plano Centre, 2000 E. Spring Creek 
Parkway. 214-513-2838. 
www.plano.jbfsale.com

31 Boys & Girls Club Poker 
Tournament fundraiser

The Boys & Girls Club of Collin County 
hosts its fifth annual charity Texas Hold 
‘em Poker Tournament to help expand 
its programming to serve more Collin 
County children as well as to expand 
to additional cities within this growing 
region. The BGCCC is also selling raffle 
tickets for a five-night stay in a spacious 
four-bedroom, five-bath home in Punta 
Mita, Mexico. 7 p.m. $100. Gleneagles 
Country Club, 5401 W. Park Blvd.  
214-544-8924. www.bgccc.org
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Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s  subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and do not 
provide clinical services as employees  or agents of those medical centers, Baylor Health Care System, Scott & White Healthcare or Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2016 Baylor 
Scott & White Health. BRMCP_1042_2015 CE 01.16

4700 Alliance Blvd., Plano, TX 75093

From screenings 
to surgery 

and everything in between. 
At Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Plano, 
you’ll find local care that’s backed by expertise of the 
largest not-for-profit health care system in Texas. 
A network of more than 800 hospitals, clinics and 
patient care locations across our great state, all focused 
on improving health care for you. So no matter what 
you need, from screenings to surgery, Baylor Scott & 
White – Plano is Changing Health Care. For Life.™

For a physician referral or for more information about 
our services, call 1.800.4BAYLOR or visit us online at  
BaylorHealth.com/Plano.
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FRISCO  This year, Frisco will see 
the first portions of its $5 Billion 
Mile complete with the opening of 
the Dallas Cowboys’ world head-
quarters and multiuse events center, 
known as The Ford Center at The 
Star. Four major developments—The 
Star, The Gate, Frisco Station and 
Wade Park—are in the works along 
the mile-long stretch of the Dallas 
North Tollway between Warren 
Parkway and Lebanon Road.

Although the developments are 
expected to bring in millions of dol-
lars in revenue and thousands of visi-
tors to the city each year, they are also 
expected to bring traffic congestion.

The city of Frisco does not have 
traffic projections along Dallas Park-
way, but the North Texas Tollway 
Authority projects that an estimated 
800 more drivers will travel on the 
DNT in Frisco each day this year 
than in 2015. The city and the NTTA 
are bracing for the expected increased 

traffic with numerous road projects 
along the DNT, Dallas Parkway and 
the streets near developments.

“I think as development continues 
in Frisco, the volume on the DNT 
will continue to increase,” said 
Brian Moen, Frisco’s assistant 
director of transportation. 

Currently, traffic counts on Dallas 
Parkway between the same two roads 
are fewer than 17,000 drivers per day.

 
Full story by Lindsey Juarez

MCKINNEY  This spring, high 
school students throughout the U.S. 
will be introduced to an entirely 
redesigned SAT as the College 
Board, a nonprofit organization 
that designs and administers the 
SAT, has drastically changed 
one of the most popular college 
aptitude tests in the country.

Beginning in March, students will 
take a redesigned SAT that, accord-
ing to the College Board, does away 
with the difficult vocabulary section 
and adds in more straight-forward 
questions based on real world 
college and career concepts.

Cyndie Schmeiser, chief of assess-
ment at College Board, said the 
changes to the test came after the 
discovery that of the 1.7 million 
students who took the SAT in 2015, 
only 42 percent were ready to enter 
college without the need for reme-
dial courses. The last time the test 
received a major change was in 2005.

The new SAT will be administered 
for the first time to McKinney ISD 
students March 5. Marita Cleaver, 
coordinator of advanced academics at 
MISD, said the revamping of the SAT 
brought the test into the 21st century.

“To me, the redesign really 
was a natural consequence of 
what is happening right now 
in education,” Cleaver said.

Full story by Marthe Rennels

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at communityimpact.com

Frisco braces for $5 Billion Mile traffic Students to see revamped SAT in March 
 AVERAGE SCORES*

National

State

McKinney ISD

Frisco ISD

Allen ISD

Plano ISD

1490
1410
1576
1601
1666
1693

*All test scores are from the 2014-15 school year

TOP STORIES
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Evening traffic passes by The Ford Center at 
The Star, part of Frisco’s $5 Billion Mile.
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Frank Turner
Deputy city manager reflects on career

Deputy City Manager Frank Turner 
began his civic career in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and was hired as Plano’s 
planning director in the mid-1980s. 
He became the deputy city manager 
14 years later. Turner retires from the 
city Feb. 29 after 32 years with Plano.

Although his bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees are in sociology, Turner 
said his academic background com-
plemented his role as a city planner. 
Most people think of city planners as 
people who do physical design work, 

but Turner said his love for human 
studies supported his study of urban 
economics and how cities grow. The 
planning profession primarily grew 
from people with backgrounds in 
landscape architecture, geography and 
sociology, he said. 

Turner said he has seen Historic 
Downtown Plano grow during the 
past three decades, said he plans to 
continue advocating for the area as 
it settles into its new role as the city’s 
arts district.  

PEOPLE

How did your education in 
sociology help you as a city 
planner?

Today the vast majority of people 
who come to work in city planning 
have attended a university and have 
done graduate study in city planning. 
But the city-planning profession is 
really not that old of a profession. Lots 
of people came out of landscape archi-
tecture, geography [and] sociology 
fields. These disciplines produced the 
early city planners in America. 

What was Plano like when you 
first came here as the city’s 
planning director?

There is some similarity between 
the time period of then and today. In 
the mid-80s this part of Texas was 
just booming, and residential growth 
was happening at a fast rate. Business 
development was coming into the 
area. Plano has always been the city 
that has looked ahead and it wanted 
to be a larger city and have a stronger 
urban presence and economic force in 
the region. It was a very pro-growth 
atmosphere. [But] there was a real 
concern that it was getting out of con-
trol. The [City] Council wasn’t sure 
they were on the right path and felt 
things were happening too fast, so [it] 
declared a moratorium on zoning in 
over half of the city and then extended 
[that] to the entire city.   

What did you take from that 
experience?

The thing that was really encour-
aging here was that, while it wasn’t 
without heated moments and different 
viewpoints, the community remained 
very progressive and future-oriented. 

The question was, ‘How do we make 
the community better and stronger?’  

How important is it for Plano to 
stay ahead of future growth?

It’s of critical importance. I think 
communities that do not continue 
to evolve and grow, die. There is no 
simple way to just maintain the status 
quo. You have to be looking ahead 
because things change in the world 
around you, and you have to adapt, 
not only to that change but help 
lead the change in a way that will be 
beneficial to your community.

What noticeable changes have 
taken place in Plano as a result?

Our economy is a global economy 
and Plano is very much a global busi-
ness center. It’s not just about selling 
groceries and clothes. That’s some-
thing that has certainly changed since 
I have been here. One of the beauties 
of [having] big companies [here] is 
that they have very energetic, well-
trained workforces who have their 
own ideas. It’s a rich, intellectual envi-
ronment that promotes an entrepre-
neurial class. I think that holds great 
promise for the future of Plano.

What is one of Plano’s greatest 
strengths?

The diversity of this region is really 
amazing. When I came to Plano it 

was about 90 percent Caucasian. The 
largest minority was African-Ameri-
can, and it was maybe 5 or 6 percent. 
Today the Caucasian population is 
less than 60 percent, and the largest 
minority is Asian. It is very inviting to 
people who come to here from outside 
of the country. They find it a very 
accepting place where they are likely 
find people who share values and cus-
toms that they bring with them. 

What can residents do to make 
Plano what they want it to be?

Civic engagement. It is everybody’s 
responsibility for creating this vision 
of taking [Plano] forward. It’s not the 
City Council or the school board; it’s 
the whole community. Education, 
quality of life, the cost of living—all of 
these things are [also] very important 
for being able to attract and retain 
employees. Not just young employees 
but everyone going up in their career 
path. You have to work continuously 
to reinforce those opportunities and 
build a strong community. 

 
What has been the most 
rewarding aspect as deputy city 
manager?

One of the fun things I’ve gotten to 
do ... is to work on the revitalization of 
downtown. I think it is really import-
ant to treasure the roots of the com-
munity and give it a new expression. 
People enjoy coming downtown, they 
identify with it and it gives [the city] a 
stronger sense of identity. It’s a bright 
day downtown; people are looking 
around all the time wondering, ‘What 
new can I do?’ It’s the fine-grain 
things. You see something new every 
time you are downtown.
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By Kelley Crimmins

Frank Turner has been a proponent of downtown revitalization for years.

“It is everybody’s 
responsibility for 
creating this vision of 
taking [Plano] forward.”

—Frank Turner

Announces 
retirement effective 
Feb. 29 

Frank Turner’s record of 
service

1984

1986

1990

1998

2002

2015

2016

Aids in creation 
of Plano’s first 
comprehensive plan

Joins city of 
Plano as planning 
director

Helps spearhead 
revitalization efforts 
in downtown Plano

Appointed as 
deputy city 
manager

Helps complete 
design for the 
Courtyard Theatre, 
construction begins 

Supports downtown 
Plano in earning 
the Great Places 
in America’s Great 
Neighborhoods 
award from the 
American Planning 
Association

Frank Turner poses in this 1998 photo. 
He was appointed to deputy city 
manager the same year.
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Developer chooses a 
TDHCA-approved property 
management group to 
manage the property once it 
is complete.

Once the tax credit 
funding is received, 
the developer can 
start construction.

Once the rezoning 
request is approved 
the developer can 
request a resolution 
of support from the 
City Council.

Tax credits and development

Developer decides 
where to build  

a multifamily  
housing  

community 
 in Plano.

Developer meets 
with local residents 
and HOAs to present 
the idea.

The developer also 
meets with city’s 
planning department to 
present the idea.

Any necessary 
rezoning requests are 
submitted to the city 
for consideration.

The Plano Planning & 
Zoning Commission 
holds a public hearing 
for the rezoning re-
quest and reviews staff 
recommendations. 

If rezoning is ap-
proved, the developer 
submits a site plan for 
city approval.

The developer 
includes the resolution 
when submitting 
an application for a 
housing tax credit to 
the TDHCA.

If the TDHCA  
approves their 

application, the 
developer can begin 
the predevelopment 

process.

Resolutions of support
Developers seeking a resolution of support from Plano City Council must 
meet four out of the six following criteria:

Multifamily housing developers seeking state tax 
credits from the Texas Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs must go through the 
proper channels in order to get approved for the 

credit. Once approved, they can 
recoup about 70 percent of 
construction costs in exchange 
for building quality housing at 
below-market rental rates.

housing in low-income neighborhoods 
rather than in the Dallas suburbs. 
Although the TDHCA’s practices were 
deemed unintentional, the Supreme 
Court considered its discriminative 
impact illegal. 

The result can be seen locally through 
a slight increase in the number of 
requests to the Plano City Council for 
resolutions of support from develop-
ers wishing to apply for these 9 percent 
state housing tax credits. The Plano 
City Council approved four requests 
for support at a regular Jan. 11 meeting, 
compared to two resolutions presented 
to the council in 2015 and one in 2014. 

City approval processes
Information on the number of 

affordable housing units in a proposed 
development is typically shared with 
the Planning and Zoning Commission 
and the council, but the city by law can-
not deny a development based exclu-
sively on its housing mix, Plano City 
Council Member Rick Grady said. Met-
rics used to determine if a multifamily 
development should be approved or 
denied instead hinges on whether the 
land is zoned residential, if the location 

is appropriate for residential use, and if 
the development falls within the guide-
lines of the city’s comprehensive plan.

“Market forces, economic forces and 
zoning case discussions are appropriate 
ways for cities to manage land use,” 
said Grady, who previously served as 
chairman of the P&Z Commission.

Where to build
The 9 percent housing tax credit is 

highly competitive, and applicants are 
evaluated on a number of criteria before 
being awarded the credit, according 
to the TDHCA. Developers who are 
approved benefit by offsetting their fed-
eral tax liability, TDHCA spokesperson 
Gordon Anderson said.  

Developers whose project applica-
tions include resolutions of support 
from a municipality or an elected offi-
cial can increase their chances of being 
granted the credit, according to the 
TDHCA website. Applicants also typi-
cally look to build in high opportunity 
areas that qualify for other additional 
scoring incentives, such as those served 
by highly rated school systems, Ander-
son said. However, Anderson would 
not comment on the increase in resolu-
tions of support in Plano and its poten-
tial connection to the Supreme Court 
ruling.

80 percent/area poverty rate of  
10 percent or less?
Does the development feature a 
mix of at least 25 percent market 
rate units? 
Do the units address a housing 
need or problem identified in the 
city’s current comprehensive plan? 
Does the development include 
energy efficient or sustainable/
green build components?

Does the project fit the needs of 
the city’s five-year U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Consolidated Plan?
Has the developer used HUD 
funds in the past to provide afford-
able housing?
Is the project located within a 
half-mile walking distance of public 
transportation or in an area with a 
median income greater than  

01

02

03

04

05

06

Tax credits
Continued from | 1

Sources: city of Plano/Texas Department of Housing and Community Affair/Community Impact Newspaper

Designed by Stephanie Torres

A meaningful mission. 
An unbeatable culture.

Check out our open positions at communityimpact.com/now-hiring

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

We’re
GROWING
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• Steve and Jean Brown’s company, Green 
Extreme Homes Community Development 
Corporation, builds homes and 
rehabilitates older ones with Zero Energy 
Ready features. 

• Zero Energy Ready features include foam 
insulation, solar panels, drought-tolerant 
landscaping and double-pane, argon-filled 
windows. 

• Green Extreme Homes has received the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s Zero Energy 

Ready Innovation Housing Award for the 
past two years in a row.

• The company works with local banks to 
rehabilitate foreclosed homes for first-time 
homebuyers.

• For more information, visit  
www.greenextremehomes.com. 

“TDHCA is not aware of any correla-
tion between the Supreme Court ruling 
… and any increase in the number of 
requests to the City Council for resolu-
tions of support from local developers 
applying for 9 percent tax credits,” he 
said.

Applications are scored and ranked 
within their region or set-aside and in 
accordance with rules and laws out-
lined in the TDHCA’s Qualified Alloca-
tion Plan. Scoring criteria ranges from 

the size of the units to rent levels and 
location. Applicants can also receive  
17 points for receiving a resolution of 
support from a municipality, according 
to the agency’s 2016 QAP. 

Anderson said the TDHCA does not 
provide significant scoring incentives 
for developing in these high oppor-
tunity areas. However, the agency has 
identified such areas to exist through-
out Plano partly for its favorable school 
district, Day said. These high opportu-
nity areas are where developers hope to 
attract more working-class families.

Housing choice vouchers
While developers can receive finan-

cial assistance for building affordable 
housing, local agencies like the Plano 
Housing Authority provide rental assis-
tance for low-income families in Plano 
and throughout the North Texas region. 

The authority, which has been in 
operation since 1952, issues housing 
choice vouchers (formerly known as 
Section 8) through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-

opment. Its coverage area consists of  
a 25-mile radius around Plano.

The Housing Choice Voucher Pro-
gram and housing tax credits work 
together to create affordable housing 
for families, senior citizens, veterans 
and those with disabilities, said Earnest 
Burke, executive director for the Plano 
Housing Authority.

“Many people don’t realize this, but 
the average person is probably two or 
three paychecks away from being in 
the position where they don’t have the 
means to sustain themselves,” he said. 
“The need is there and we help a lot 
of people get back on their feet. A lot 
of them don’t stay [in] the program 
once we get them back to the point of 
sustainability.”

Another way nonprofits like 
the Plano Housing Authority and 
some builders are working to avoid 
discrimination is by encouraging 
developments that incorporate a 50/50 
mix of affordable and market rate units. 
This balance has proven more effective 
for transitioning low-income families 
off of government assistance, said Jean 
Brown, executive director of the Plano 
Housing Corporation. The organization 
is known for incorporating these 
best-practice ratios. It is also the city’s 
housing development corporation and 
is partially funded by federal funds 
funneled through the city. 

Although the amount of funding a 
developer gets in housing tax credits 
is based partially on the number 
of affordable units allocated to the 
development, incorporating a 50/50 
mix of affordable and market rate units 
can supply the housing demand without 
stifling opportunities for advancement 
for low-income families, Brown said.

“When you have a development 
that is almost 100 percent affordable, 
you’re condensing poverty. When you 
condense low-income families, they 
don’t get that upward mobility [that 
they need].”

Best practices should be achieved 
through community-based organi-
zations in order to decrease a city’s 
dependency on federal funds, she said.

“There are very few affordable home 
ownership opportunities [in Plano] and 
very little, if any, decent rental housing,” 
Brown said. “Investors are buying up 
[homes] before homeowners can get to 
them and that can increase the prices.”

Another way to supply the demand 
for affordable housing lies in taking 
advantage of the city’s existing hous-
ing stock. City programs help main-
tain Plano’s older homes in order for 
residents of all income levels to live in 

Plano, Day said.
“We want our neighborhoods to 

remain healthy and we want property 
values to remain steady,” Day said. “At  
the same time, if you have too much 
gentrification essentially you end up 
with things that people can’t afford 
in neighborhoods that maybe were 
once more of a workforce housing 
neighborhood. 

“If it gets too hot, you end up pricing 
people out of the market,” she said.

A construction crew installs structural insulated panels on a home rehabilitated by 
Green Extreme Homes. The Zero Ready Energy panels consist of foam insulation.
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 “When you condense 

low-income families, 
they don’t get that 
upward mobility [that 
they need].”

—Jean Brown, Plano Housing  
Corporation executive director

Affordable homeownership

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

The Plano Housing Corporation uses a 50/50 mix of affordable and market-rate units in its 
multifamily developments. Through a partnership with Green Extreme Homes, the nonprofit is 
also helping lower energy costs to make homeownership a reality for working-class families.

ABA and Health and Behavioral 
Intervention Clinic

The Shape Of Behavior
4235 Cedar Springs Rd. • Dallas, TX 75219

Toll Free: 866.437.2165 
www.shapeofbehavior.com

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been
in business since 2000. Customer-focused 

council and advice. 
Honesty, integrity and 
no double talk.

469.667.5870 • Lisa@MonaLisaRealty.com

THE MONA LISA HOME TEAM

Are you ready for a change? Let’s do it.  
Rates are still low.  Real estate investment 
provides tax bene� ts and equity building. 
Specializing in happy clients at the closing table.

Real Estate salesperson/Realtor
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$400 OFF
Wallbeds start at $1,599
with using this coupon

With the purchase of a Wallbed. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Expires March 23, 2016

Plano, TX • 972-837-8079 • www.wallbedsnmore.com Expansive showroom open by 
appointment. Call today!

Caspian Bed - Twin

MURPHY WALLBEDS 
IN STOCK

We just don't sell murphy wallbeds, We deliver solutions!

and ready for delivery
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SHOULDER
HOLSTERS

• Public parks

• Public transportation

• Government buildings where not 
otherwise prohibited

• Private property owners can ban 
open carry, concealed carry or  
both on their property.

• Beginning Aug. 1, certain colleges 
can decide where to allow concealed 
carry on their campuses.

• Gatherings subject to the Texas Open 
Meetings Act can prohibit open carry 
and concealed carry.

• Businesses that earn at least 
51 percent of their sales revenue 
from alcohol

• Polling places on election days

• Correctional facilities

• Hospitals

• School buildings

68% VOTED FOR
29% VOTED AGAINST

3% ABSTAINED

65% VOTED FOR
35% VOTED AGAINST

SENATE

HOUSE

2013 708,048

2014 825,957

2015 937,419

ACTIVE LICENSE
HOLDERS IN

TEXAS
HIP

HOLSTERS

State law does not specify what kind of 
shoulder and belt holsters are needed to 
open carry. 

Sources: Texas Department of Public Safety, Texas Penal Code

Plano Police Department’s senior 
legal advisor Curtis Howard said police 
officers were trained in the new open 
carry law prior to Jan. 1. 

“As of right now, we have had very 
few citizens calling in who have been 
concerned about gun safety. They were 
asking about how the city is going to 
handle the change and whether or not 
we are properly trained on people who 
are openly carrying,” Howard said.

In January, the Plano City Coun-
cil decided to prohibit open carry in 
public council, commission and board 
meetings under the Texas Open Meet-
ings Act that allows guns to be banned 
in certain public meetings. The city is 
required to post English and Spanish 
versions of the no carry signs during 
open meetings that are posted in the 
lobby at Plano Municipal Center.

Public schools and businesses are 
also learning about the new open-carry 
law and how to ensure the safety of res-
idents, students and customers. 

Firearm safety
About 8,239 concealed handgun 

licenses were issued in Collin County 
in fiscal year 2014-15, according to 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
records. The department issues licenses 
after conducting a criminal history 
and background check on applicants. 
The department is also responsible for 
monitoring those with a license to carry 
a handgun, or LTC, in order to ensure 
that they still remain eligible to carry. 

In order to obtain a LTC, U.S. citizens 
must be at least 21 years old, submit an 
application to DPS, pass a background 
check and take a certified class. 

With more people purchasing guns, 
Amanda and Tim Dodd of Patriot Pro-
tection in Plano said more people are 
taking classes to learn how to safely use 
a gun for protection. The couple owns 
and operates Patriot Protection, which 
educates patrons on how to operate 
firearms in a safe and secure manner. 

Amanda Dodd said interest in guns 
and gun safety rose slightly after recent 
shooting incidents like the one that 
occurred in December in San Ber-
nardino, California, where more than a 
dozen people were killed. 

“The new shooter classes, in partic-
ular, are for people who are just realiz-
ing that they might need a firearm to  
protect themselves,” Dodd said. 

Business concerns
Some businesses are choosing to pro-

hibit open carry by utilizing a provision 

that allows business owners to notify 
patrons by a sign or verbally that open 
carry and concealed carry are not 
allowed on business premises. Down-
town Plano merchants have discussed 
whether they would decide to allow 
or prohibit customers openly carrying 
weapons inside their establishments as 
provided by the law, said Alex Hargis, 
Historic Downtown Plano Association 
executive director. 

“Generally speaking, a lot of the din-
ing establishments downtown had some 
of the biggest concerns about what was 
changing with the code because they 
didn’t want to disturb the dynamics of 
their patrons too much,” he said. 

Hargis said the goal is to create a safe 
experience for downtown visitors.

“We don’t want to overreact. We want 
to make sure that we keep compliant 
with the law and we want to keep busi-
ness as usual,” Hargis said. 

Plano ISD
State law prohibits handguns and 

other weapons on school district 
grounds while a school-sponsored 
activity is taking place. An example 
would be a playground or parking 
lot where a school band is rehearsing 
according to an opinion written by 
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton. 
However, license holders are allowed to 
carry in parking lots where there is no 
school-sponsored activity. 

“It is a criminal offense to carry a 
handgun on the premises of a school 
or an educational institution regardless 
of whether a sign is posted or a notice 
is given,” said Joseph Parks, PISD 
Safety and Security Services executive 
director. 

Parks said the district wants to 
exercise caution and ensure parents, 
teachers and children have the 
necessary information to remain safe. 

“The only real change in the law was 
that it now allows a person who could 
otherwise carry a concealed handgun to 
now carry that handgun openly,” Parks 
said in a video sent to PISD employees 
in January. The information was also 
included in a districtwide newsletter.  

If a parent feels uncomfortable in any 
situation or anyone happens to see a 
person engaged in suspicious activity, 
Parks said they should call 911. 

“At Plano ISD, we want to be reason-
able while erring on the side of safety. 
We want to neither overreact or under-
react when encountering a person who 
is carrying a handgun,” Parks said. 

8,239 Collin County

212,795 State of Texas

Gun owners already licensed to carry 
a concealed handgun can carry openly 
where permitted. No additional license  

or training is required to open carry.

Colin County accounted for   
                      of Texas licenses to  

carry issued in FY 2015.
3.87% 

CONCEAL & CARRY
ON THE RISE

LEGAL OPEN CARRY
HOLSTERS

LICENSES TO CARRY
ISSUED IN FY 2014-15

OPEN CARRY 
ALLOWED AT:

PUBLIC NOTICES

OPEN CARRY
NOT ALLOWED AT:

Open carry
Continued from | 1

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com
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REAL ESTATE

The Healthcare Resort of Plano blends transitional 
health care and assisted living in a resort-like 
environment. Located at 3325 W. Plano Parkway, 
the resort is set to open in late March and features 
30 assisted living and 70 transitional living suites. 
Registered nurses are available 24/7 and physicians 
are also on-site during working hours.

Sources: Market data is provided by Steve Haid of the Collin 
County Association of Realtors. New development information 
is courtesy of Healthcare Resort of Plano.

The Healthcare Resort of Plano 

NEW DEVELOPMENT

As of 2/15/2016

Open date: late March

Address: 3325 W. Plano Parkway

Square footage: 300-600 per unit

Pricing:  Transitional care services are paid for 
by the patient’s insurance provider. All major 
insurance providers and Medicare are accepted. 
Private assisted living rooms range from $3,800 
to $5,800 per month.  

Community amenities: cafe with snacks, 
beverages and grab-and-go food items, 
restaurant-style dining, outdoor dining, pub and 
bar, private dining space, housekeeping and 
laundry services, spa and salon, movie theater, 
computer access with multimedia library and 
community events organized throughout the year 

Rehabilitation services: physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, speech therapy, extensive 
wound care services, stroke rehabilitation, 
outpatient therapy services, 24-hour extensive 
nursing care

97.6% 97.4%

$260,000 $286,000

262 277

47 42

Homes on the market

Median sale price

Average days on the market

Homes under contract

Percent of original price received

Jan. 2016Jan. 2015

348 359

Market Data comparison New listings

Plano

285 294

Collin County

1,148 1,319

 2015 vs.  2016

BUYERS

SELLERS

FROM THE PROS

Jason Brown, Solutions Real Estate Texas

“For buyers, this market is going to be an exercise [in] patience. 
You have to probably expect to make three-to-four offers 
before you get a house. Buyers have to be quick—make sure 
that you are prequalified and be prepared to make an offer.”

Terry Smith, Smith & Smith Realty

“Townhome sales continue to be strong [due to] folks 
downsizing and young professionals moving out of rentals into  
ownership mode. As more townhomes come onstream in the 
Shops At Legacy/Legacy West area ... this market segment will 
continue to be strong for years to come.”

Market Pulse-February 2016

Price 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023
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Median price of homes sold  Jan. 2015 vs.  Jan. 2016

+21%

+19.8% +47.9%
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THE 2015 NUMBERS ARE IN!
AVERAGE CLOSED
SALES PRICE

$316,968 $335,467

2014 2015

6%
INCREASE

Plano Stonebriar Office
8100 N. Dallas Parkway, Ste. 200

Plano, TX 75024
 972.312.9000
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DALLAS

COPPELL
CARROLLTON

FLOWER 
MOUNDCLOSED SALES VOLUME

$1,526,835,249

2014 2015

$1,650,835,290 8%
INCREASE

www.YourHomeTownPro.com

Partner with a 
winning team by 
contacting our 

Plano office today



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

Angela’s at the Crosswalk
Comfort Food & Great Spirits

Monday
Open Mic 

Night

1010 E.15th St.
Downtown Plano, 75074

972.633.9500
angelacrosswalk.com

WINE DOWN 
WEDNESDAYS

Enjoy MC LIVE Trivia Night 
hosted by Mike Mazur of the Plano 

Children’s Theatre & 1/2 price 
bottles of wine all day!

THURSDAYS
Karaoke hosted by Ralph Dixon
$2 o�  all Wells

Food & Dining
Angela’s at the Crosswalk ................... 25
Buffalo Bluez ...................................... 29
Crave Popcorn .................................... 28
Fino’s Italian Bistro.............................. 28
Hirsch’s Specialty Meats ..................... 28
Mah-Jong Chinese Kitchen ................. 29
Smoothie King .................................... 29
Ziziki’s ................................................ 26

Entertainment
Frisco Heritage Center ........................ 28

Pet health/supplies
Petland ............................................... 27

Services
Andrew B. Nichols - Attorney at Law ... 26
The Auto Shop .................................... 27
Aqua-Fit Aquatics................................ 26
College Hunks Hauling Junk................ 28
Experimac .......................................... 27
Knockouts........................................... 29
Leo & Bros Tree Services .................... 29

Retail
Bricks & Minifigs................................. 27
Dobson Floors Flooring America .......... 31
Orisons Art & Framing ......................... 29
Sweet as Sugar Children’s Boutique .... 27
B&B Furniture Consignment ................ 26
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1400 Summit Ave. D2, Plano, TX | 972-578-SWIM (7946) | www.aquafi tplano.com

Monday-Thursday 8:30 AM -7:30 PM | Friday 8:30 AM-7:30 PM | Saturday 8:30 AM-5:00 PM
Closed Sunday

Call or visit us to experience 
the Aqua-Fit family feeling!

Land and Water Classes
Learn to Swim Classes for Infants,
Children & Adults
Swim Team Prep
Adaptive Swim Program (For the Special Child)
Aquatic Fitness
Aqua Yoga
Land Fitness (Yoga, Pilates, Circuit Training,
Tai Chi, Qigong)
Nutrition and Weight Management

20% off
Any regularly priced item

Not valid on sale items, cannot be 
combined with other offers,
one coupon per customer.
Offer expires 3/23/2016

$10 off
any purchase of $50.00 

or more
Cannot be combined with other offers, 

one coupon per customer. 
Offer expires 3/23/2016

Where treasures with a past have a future with you

BBBB&
Since   1976

CONSIGNMENT

3100 Independence Pkwy., #201 • 972-758-5444
www.bandbfurniture.net

Open 7 days a week. M-Sat 10-6 & Sun 12-4 
Member of Plano Chamber of Commerce

B & B Furniture Consignment

AWARD WINNING
CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH
Sundays 11-3
Kids Eat Free 
(Children under 10 years old)

DAILY HAPPY HOUR
$5.00 appetizers 
and drinks 
Monday-Friday
3-6pm daily

OPA!

Upscale 
Mediterranean Cuisine

5809 Preston Rd., 
Plano, TX  

972.943.8090 

zizikisplano.com

EASTER BRUNCH BUFFET!
Celebrate Easter with Ziziki’s! Enjoy a complimentary glass of 
champagne or a Mimosa. Choose from a fl avorful selection of 
your favorite Ziziki’s items: Spanakopita, Dolmades, Mediterranean 
Salad, Greek Island Chicken, Rigatoni with Roasted Red Bell Pepper 
Sauce, and much more!

3 SEATINGS at 11am, 12:30pm & 2pm

$24.95 PER ADULT / $8.95 PER CHILD
Reservations accepted for any size party. Ziziki’s regular dinner 
menu will be offered on Easter evening. Please call for reservations!

BECOME 
DEBT FREE 
& LIVE THE 
GOOD LIFE 
IN 2016

25 Years Experience

Saturday & Evening 
Appointments available 

for convenience 

Spring 
Valley Rd.
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CALL 214-999-1313
FOR A FREE 30 MINUTE CONSULTATION

990 S. Sherman Street • Richardson, TX
www.NorthTexasDebtFreedom.com

• Credit Card Debt
• IRS Issues
• Foreclosures
• Credit Repair Post 

Recovery
• Affordable Payment 

Plans  Available

We are a Debt 
Relief AgencyFor a limited time: $100 off your legal servicesAndrew B. Nichols

Attorney at Law

Sweet Sixteen!
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Mon–Sat 10–7 • Sun 12–6
1301 Custer Rd. Suite 405, Plano, TX 75075

972.801.9300
www.petlandplano.com

W. 15th St.

Custer Rd.

Family Owned & Operated
Large selection of premium pet food available!

$20 off
a bunny with the 

purchase of a 
homecoming kit 

Offer expires
3-23-16

20% off
off your first in-store 

purchase and 10% off pet food 
with proof of pet adoption! 

Offer expires
3-23-16

50% off
first night of dog boarding

minimum 3 night stay
Offer expires

3-23-16

We buy sell trade repair and upgrade Apple devices!
Same Day Service • Fix While You Wait

We buy sell trade repair and upgrade Apple devices!
Same Day Service • Fix While You Wait

We buy sell trade repair and upgrade Apple devices!We buy sell trade repair and upgrade Apple devices!
Same Day Service • Fix While You Wait

10% OFF
FIRST VISIT

Cannot be combined with other offers. Must 
present coupon to redeem. Expires 3/23/2016

90 Day 
Warranty 

Ask for 
Details 4709 W Parker Rd #440, 

Plano, TX 75093 • (469) 814-0706
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930 E. 15th Street, Suite 300, Plano, Texas 75074 • 972-578-SSAS(7727)

Best Children’s 
Clothing Store
Dallas A-List

$10 off 
your purchase of 

$40 or more.
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Exp. 3/23/2016.
N ew  S p r i n g  A r r i va l s !

$10 off$10 off

infants•toddlers • girls•boys • apparel • 
accessories • books • toys • gift • baskets

2560 East Plano Parkway • Plano • www.theautoshop.com
CALL TODAY 972-578-0588!

Jerry Kezhaya, Owner

Store Hours: 
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm 

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 
INSPECTION
$29.97

Tire Rotation & Multi-Point 
Inspection

With the purchase of our

Plus tax and disposal fees $89.95 value

• Same Day Service
• Lifetime Warranty Available 

(on most repairs)
• Amazing Store Hours
• Customer Service Shuttle
• ASE Certifi ed Technicians
• Instant Credit Available
• All Makes & Models

With the purchase of ourWith the purchase of ourWith the purchase of our

FREE
Oil Change

FREE
Car Wash  Check Antifreeze & All Fluids

 Complete Brake Inspection
 Check Exhaust System
 Inspect Belts & Hoses & Lights
 Test Battery & Charging System
 Consultation on any problems  

     (Most Cars)

Up to 5 Qts. of 5W30 Bulk Oil and STD Filter. Synthetic, Disposal, Taxes and some cars additional.

GET ACQUAINTED OFFER
Any repair or maintenance 
service of $100 or more...

Any repair or maintenance 
service of $250 or more...

Any repair or maintenance 
service of $750 or more... 

$25 OFF
$50 OFF
$75 OFF Not valid with any other coupon 

or offer. Limited time offer.

WE buy sell and 
trade lego® products

7224 Independence Pkwy Ste. 332 • Plano, TX

(972) 618-2343

New & Used Sets

1000’s of Minifigs

Part & Pieces

Parties & Events

Facebook.com/bricksandminifigsplanotx

buy one bulk container,
Get a free 2nd bulk 

container 
of equal or lesser value.

(Up to a $40 value). Cannot be com-
bined with other offers. Exp 3/25/2016. 

Must present coupon to redeem
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Fino’s
Italian Bistro

 Daily Specialsl
Priviate Patio Room

Seats up to 60 People

3501 Midway Road, Suite 148 • Plano • 972-473-7602

DNT

M
id

wa
y 

Rd
.

W. Parker Rd.

Order online for delivery 
or pickup at:

www.� nositalianbistro.com

BYOB
No Corkage Fees

OPEN
Tues-Sun 11am-10pm

Catering 
Available

15% OFF
Entire Check

M
id

wa
y 

Lunch 
Specials

$6.99Starting 
at

Fino’s
Does not include gratuity or tax. 
Not valid with any other offers 
or discount. One discount per 
table. Not valid on Holidays. 

Expires 3/23/2016

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 1-800-586-5872

www.CollegeHunks.com

Junk Removal
Donation Pick-Up

& Delivery
Furniture

Appliances
Pianos

Single Items to
Complete Clean Outs 

Other Light Labor 
Services 

Above-Ground
Pool, Hot Tub

& Shed Demolition

We donate, recycle or repurpose nearly 70% of all items collected!

L E T  U S  D O  Y O U R  H E AV Y  L I F T I N G ! L E T  U S  D O  Y O U R  H E AV Y  L I F T I N G ! L E T  U S  D O  Y O U R  H E AV Y  L I F T I N G ! 

Mention IMPACT
and receive up to

$30 OFF*

Zip codes 75023, 75024, 
75025, 75026, 75086, 

75093 only!

*$15 OFF up to 1/2 truckload / $30 OFF more than 1/2 truckload

Celebrate your occasion 
with historic � air!

Weddings & Receptions
Business Meetings • Holiday Parties 
Corporate Events • School Functions 

Retirement Parties
Family Reunions & More!

972.292.5101 | www.friscovenues.com 

2016

Frisco
Heritage Center

Free Bridal Suite
 with wedding booking when

 you mention this ad pp

SAUSAGE - SEAFOOD - SMOKING WOODS

THE MOST AWARDED MEAT MARKET IN COLLIN 
COUNTY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

1301 W. PARKER RD., SUITE #100, PLANO, TX 
972-33-5593Alma D

r.

Cu
st

er
 R

d.

W. Parker 
Rd.

BRING THIS AD INTO HIRSCH’S AND 

GET 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE  
CELL PHONE PHOTOS AND COPIES WILL NOT BE HONORED. 

OFFER EXPIRES 3/5/2016.

LOGAN FARMS HONEY GLAZED HAMS, HONEY 
GLAZED TURKEYS AND SMOKED TURKEYS

TUESDAY - FRIDAY. 10:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M. AND 
SATURDAY. 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
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Art Gallery | Local & National Artists  
Custom Framing & Mirrors 

Photo to Canvas | Installation & Delivery

110 E. Louisiana St. McKinney, TX 75069 | 972-529-1441 | orisonsart.com

35% OFF
OrisonsDecor.com 

Shop our large collection of paintings  
and photography!

Available online and in store. Online promo 
code: 35OFF. Expires 3/29/16

Full Service Day Spa 
Catering to Men
Coloring • Manicure • Pedicure  

Waxing • Haircuts • Free Beer

8408 PRESTON RD.  PLANO  972.731.8880
3753 BELTLINE RD.  ADDISON  972.243.7070Any One 

Service
For new clients only 

FREE Ice Cold Beer!

®

Online Booking 
Now Available

4025 Preston Road, Ste 604 | Plano, TX 75093 | Inside Lakeside Market
972-403-0163| mahjongkitchen.com |............................

We Cater! Covered Patio! Beer and Wine!

20% off 
entire check rr
expires 3/23/16

Up to 6 people may receive 20% off the entire guest 
check with the purchase of at least 2 beverages. Choice 

of Menu, Food Only. Tasting Menu Excluded. Dinner 
Only. Holidays Excluded. Reservations Appreciated. One 
coupon per visit, not valid on to go orders or any other 
offer. Present coupon before your bill arrives. Gratuity, 

beverages and alcohol excluded. When dining please tip 
15-20% of the entire guest check.

Preston Rd.Lorimar Dr.

N

Happy Hour Everyday from 

3–7 pm

4200 Legacy Dr
www.buffalobluez.com

Sun- Thur 11am - 10pm 
Fri - Sat 11am - 11pm

Happy Hour Everyday from 

Happy Hour Everyday from 

3–7 pm3–7 pm

25% off
any one 

menu item
Valid any time. One coupon per table. Not 

Valid with any other offer. Expires  3/23/2016.       

Voted Best Burger,
Best Wingz 2015

972.618.2833

Voted Best Burger,Voted Best Burger,Voted Best Burger,Voted Best Burger,Voted Best Burger,Voted Best Burger,
Best Wingz 2015

Voted Best Burger,
Best Wingz 2015

Love for Your Trees with
Leo & Bros Tree Services
Love for Your Trees with
Leo & Bros Tree ServicesLeo & Bros Tree Services

www.leoandbrostreeservices.com    •    leor6565@yahoo.com

25 Years Experience
State Champ for Tree Climbing
Certifi ed Arborist TX-3670A 
Fully Insured

Call now to schedule your 
FREE estimate

 $100 off 
any service of $500 or more

CALL LEO TODAY AT 469-443-2268

Specializing in trimming and removal

Storm Damage EmergencyCabling 

WE D
O QUALITY WORK

Excludes extras & enhancers
Some restrictions may apply.
Can not be combined with any 
other offer.  One per person per 
visit. Valid at this location only. 
Expires 3-31-16

Any 32 oz. Smoothie 
Excludes Extras & Enhancers

FREE SMOOTHIE

Some restrictions may apply. 
Can not be combined with any 
other offer.  One per person per 
visit. Valid at this location only. 
Expires 3-31-16

Purchase any size smoothie, get smoothie
of equal or lesser value free

$4.99 MEDIUM
SMOOTHIE

4701 W. Park Blvd., Plano • Next to Rockfish • 972-398-1107

How much do you want to lose?

2016

POUNDS LOST
2016

lbs

2016

POUNDS LOST
2016

lbs

2016

POUNDS LOST
2016

lbs

Change one meal a day with 
1 of 20 delicious Meal

Replacement Smoothies

ALL UNDER
400 CALORIES!

Weight loss is dependent on each 
individual’s needs and is based on a 

low-calorie diet combined with an exercise 
program. Consult your physician before 

beginning any diet program.
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Show love for your local community. 
Explore exclusive deals and Impacts: news about local places 

that are Now Open, Coming Soon, Relocating & more. 

BUSINESS   DEALS   NEWS   BUSINESS   DEALS   

NEWS   BUSINESS   DEALS   NEWS   BUSINESS   
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BUSINESS   DEALS   NEWS   BUSINESS   DEALS   

NEWS   BUSINESS   DEALS   NEWS   BUSINESS   
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NESS   DEALS   NEWS   BUSINESS   DEALS   NEWS   
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NEWS   BUSINESS   DEALS   NEWS   BUSINESS   

DEALS   NEWS   BUSINESS   DEALS   NEWS   BUSI-

NESS   DEALS   NEWS   BUSINESS   DEALS   NEWS   
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NEWS   BUSINESS   DEALS   NEWS   BUSINESS   

DEALS   NEWS   BUSINESS   DEALS   NEWS   BUSI-
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BUSINESS   DEALS   NEWS   BUSINESS   DEALS   
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The Dobson’s team is with you every step of the way!The Dobson’s team is with you every step of the way!The Dobson’s team is with you every step of the way!

NOW OPENat Firewheel

FALL IN LOVE WITH 
NEW FLOORS!
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