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On Jan. 6, The Texas Education 
Agency published preliminary 
ratings under its new A-F 
accountability rating system. 

LOCAL DISTRICT

RAT INGS
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A-F system ignites controversy

STATEWIDE DOMAIN  TRENDS

I: STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT   II: STUDENT PROGRESS

III: CLOSING THE GAPS   IV: POSTSECONDARY READINESS

W HAT  A R E  TH E  DO MA I NS ?

BY JAKE SNYDER

The preliminary results for the 
Texas Education Agency’s new A-F 
accountability rating system, which 
were published Jan. 6, has school 
districts across the state calling for 
its repeal.

School district administrators and 
boards of trustees have vocalized dis-
sent for A-F rankings as 466 districts 
have adopted resolutions calling for 
the repeal of the new accountabil-
ity system. Included in that group 
are Alvin and Friendswood ISDs. 

DISTRICTS SPEAK UP

The new accountability system 
grades districts and their campuses 
similar to a report card grade—on 
an A through F scale—which is cal-
culated based on five domains: Stu-
dent Achievement, Student Progress, 
Closing Performance Gaps, Postsec-
ondary Readiness, and Community 
and Student Engagement. 

“The A-F rating system was pro-
claimed as a way to provide parents 
and community members with a sim-
ple system that provides increased 
clarity regarding campus and stu-
dent performance. Unfortunately, as 

This is not a 
comprehensive 
list of every area 
school district.
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More homes bring thirst for resources
BY NORA OLABI

The development boom in 
Pearland and Friendswood has 
attracted more health care options, 
retailers and tax dollars to improve 
the quality of life for residents, 
but the additional rooftops mean 
increasing pressure on water and 
sewer infrastructure. 

The city of Pearland is trying to 
stay ahead of the population curve 
as developers snatch up undevel-
oped plots. But the city may be 
unable to quench the thirst of its 

growing population within five 
years without massive investments 
in its water and sewer infrastruc-
ture. 

“At the end of the day, water is 
going to dictate growth in the area,” 
Pearland Public Works Director Eric 
Wilson said. 

And in Friendswood, a city of 
less than 40,000 resident, the pub-
lic works department is investing 
heavily in the city’s sewer sys-
tem to increase its capacity while 

 CONTINUED ON 20

Pearland, Friendswood invest millions in water infrastructure
2006 Brazos River water 

rights purchased

Pearland buys land 
for future plant

2008

City submits loan 
application to the state

 2015

$160 million loan for 
water plant approved

2016

City considers bond sales 
to fund plant, meters

2017

Construction slated to 
begin

2019

Plant begins servicing 
water

2023

HOW WE GOT HERE: HOW WE GOT HERE: 
Tracking the Pearland surface water  plant

SOURCE: CITY OF PEARLAND/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Here, Life
Shines Brighter

No warranty or representation of intended use, design or proposed improvements are made herein. All plans for land or facilities are subject to change without notice. Nothing presented in this  
advertisement shall obligate the owner,r,r or any other person or entity,y,y to construct facilities or develop land as shown. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of 
Equal Housing Opportunity in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, r, r religion, sex or national origin. 

HOMES FROM THE $200s – $800s    •    A RISE COMMUNITY

MERIDIANA PKWY EXIT ON HWY 288, SOUTH OF HWY 6    •    MERIDIANATEXAS.COM

MOVE TOWARD YOUR FAMILY’S FULLEST POTENTIAL 
IN AN INNOVATIVE NEW COMMUNITY.

 • Meridian Tower 

 • Ambassador’s  
   Yacht

 • Interactive
   Learning Labs

 • Lakes and Trails

• Café

 • Amphitheater

 • Fitness Center

 • Outdoor
   Game Area

 • On-Site 
   Elementary

 • Pools

When it comes to extraordinary living, Meridiana takes it home. 
Unprecedented amenities for mind and body, distinctive homes from top 
builders, and an undeniable spirit of learning and exploration make us a 
neighborhood like no other.
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If there’s one thing that 

can be said about women,

it’s that no two are exactly alike.
No matter where you come 

from or where you are going,

you are on your own unique journey.

At the Pavilion for Women, 

health care is about more than 

standard check-ups and tests.

It’s about getting to know you 
and building a trusting relationship
that lasts year after year after year.

With a personalized approach 

to medicine and specialized services 

for women in every stage of life,

we provide the kind of care you want,
as well as the kind of care you need.

Here for life.

Visit us at our Pearland location:

9003 Broadway St., Pearland, TX 77584

281-412-4335

women.texaschildrens.org/pearland

PFW894_ad_HFL_GYN_Kate_CIN.qxp_Layout 1  11/23/16  2:02 PM  Page 1
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Send it 
to plfnews@communityimpact.com.

The state’s new, controversial school 
accountability system has a lot of people 
talking about how to properly gauge the 
efficacy of our public schools.

Some superintendents say it is not fair 
to hold all districts to the same standards, 
while those who approve of the new system 
say the change is a step in the right direc-
tion for transparency and accountability.

There is a lot to the new ratings. That 
is why we have taken time this month to 
piece it all together for you, explaining all 
the complicated moving parts with our 
in-depth story and colorful infographics. 
It is our job to help you understand what 
this means for your children and their 

schools. We hope you find our reporting 
useful and that it answers some—if not 
all—of your questions. We will continue 
to follow the A-F system as it evolves over 
the course of the year.

Additionally, our second lead story 
focuses on water resources and sewer 
development in Pearland and Friendswood.

Officials are dedicating millions of 
dollars in infrastructure improvements to 
keep up with area growth. Most notably, 
Pearland is moving forward on plans to 
create a surface water treatment facility 
to provide an additional 10 million gal-
lons of drinking water for residents by the 
time it becomes operational in 2023.

Friendswood is a tight-knit town with a distinct her-
itage and a burning spirit of volunteerism that, above 
all, cherishes its families and children.

But almost two decades ago on April 3, 1997, the city 
was shaken to its core when 12-year-old Laura Smither 
went missing. About 6,000 residents and Marines 
volunteered and organized search parties over 17 days 
before her body was discovered. The case went cold.

That is until last year, when convicted felon William 
Reece—already serving a 60-year sentence for kidnap-
ping—began cooperating with investigators on two 
other Texas cold cases. In September, a Texas grand 
jury indicted him for two murders, including Smither’s. 

Reece is on trial in Oklahoma on another murder 
charge. If that case is set for the death penalty, the 
Smither family may never see its day in court.

Although Smither’s loss weighs heavily on her fam-
ily and the community, her life has touched so many.

Smither’s parents founded the Laura Recovery 
Center in 1998 to prevent abductions and runaways as 
well as help in the recovery of missing children. 
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Correction:  
Volume 3, Issue 2

On Page 13 of our January 
publication, we incorrectly 
referred to Friendswood resident 
Michael Stacy as a former council 
member.

 » Board Certi fi ed Physicians
 » Emergency Care from Infancy to Elderly
 » MRI, CT, Ultrasound, LAB

...and Much More!

ABSOLUTELY NO WAIT!

10900 Gulf Fwy., Houston, TX 77034 
(713) 947-2232

Edgebrook 
Dr.
45Gulf 

Fwy.

SE HOUSTON 
LOCATION

1851 Pearland Pkwy., Pearland, TX 77581
(281) 749-1717

Pearland 
Pkwy.

8
NEW! 
PEARLAND 
LOCATION

Come, we have a 
seat saved for YOU!
Join us Sundays at 10:30 am

The Awana Clubs on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
and Team Kids on Sundays 
at 5:30 p.m, both Sept.-May.

info@sview.org • 281.431.0010 • www.southviewbaptist.church
23003 S Highway 288, Rosharon, TX 77583 • Located one mile south of the Hwy 6 and Hwy 288 S. junction
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IMPACTS

mitted to bring in food and there will also be 
food trucks on-site. The facility will feature 
a 1,000-square-foot patio and a half-acre of 
land on the grounds. www.vallensons.com 

8  OshKosh B’gosh and Carter’s, are 
set to open at 2550 Pearland Parkway, 
Pearland, in March. The national children’s 
clothing chains, which operate under the 
Carter’s Inc. umbrella, sell clothing, shoes 
and accessories for children ranging from 
toddlers to 24 months. The brands are two 
of six operating under Carter’s Inc., and the 
only two that run as independent stores. 
The new Pearland location will sit next 
to the Academy Sports+Outdoors in The 
Center at Pearland Parkway, which opened 
in October 2016. www.oshkosh.com  

9  Owner Jeffrey Glattly is set to open 
Wild Birds Unlimited in late April at  
2800 E. Broadway St., Ste. L, Pearland. The 
niche store provides bird hobbyists with 

NOW OPEN

1  Former Houston ISD educator Corona 
Jones opened a private school, Crown 
Learning Academy, on Jan. 2 at 1607 N. 
Main St., Pearland. The private school en-
rolls preschoolers through eighth-grade 
students as well as toddlers for early edu-
cation with an average teacher-to-student 
ratio of 10-to-1. 832-885-2116.  
www.crownacademykids.com

2  Lifestyle Financial Advisors opened 
its third location in Friendswood in 
January. The business, located at 211 W. 
Edgewood Drive, offers retirement plan-
ning, asset management, mutual funds, 
education planning, stocks, insurance, 
bonds and unit investment trusts.  
281-992-9220. www.mylsfa.com

3  Owner Jawad Awan held a grand 
opening for MetroPCS at 8416 Broad-

way St., Ste. 130, Pearland, on Jan. 3. The 
national phone service provider offers 
cellphone plans, phones, accessories and 
services. The new location is the fourth 
authorized dealer in Pearland.  
832-512-7744. www.metropcs.com

4  Buzzy’s Tacos  opened Jan. 16 at 
2527 E. Broadway St., Pearland. The taco 
restaurant opened inside of the Valero gas 
station and offers a variety of menu items 
for breakfast and lunch, including tacos, 
gorditas, quesadillas and fajitas. The din-
ing establishment is operated by Taqueria 
Alexandra’s. 281-948-9382. 
 www.facebook.com/buzzystacos

5  LA Crawfish  opened at 1910 Country 
Place Parkway, Pearland, on Feb. 4. The 
business’s specialty is garlic butter and 
Cajun-flavored crawfish. It also serves 
Vietnamese pho, Buffalo wings, boiled 
and fried seafood, overstuffed po’boys 

and other fusion seafood-inspired dishes. 
The restaurant has several locations 
throughout the Greater Houston area.  
832-781-4946. www.thelacrawfish.com

6  All Season Seafood opened Feb. 2 at 
8201 W. Broadway St., Pearland. The mar-
ket and restaurant offers both cooked and 
raw seafood, including crawfish, oysters, 
clams and shrimp. The restaurant will fea-
ture a small dining area, serving fried and 
boiled seafood options. 832-230-1977.  
www.facebook.com/allseasonseafood-
pearland

COMING SOON

7  Lori and Valle Kauniste are set to open 
Vallensons’ Brewing Company at  
4081 Rice Drier Road, Pearland, in April. 
The 2,000-square-foot brewery will feature 
a rotating tap selection along with several 
flagship beers on tap. Patrons will be per-

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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Great Start to a Healthy Smile
www.pearlandkidsteeth.com • (713) 436-4080 • 2360 County Road 94, Suite 102,  Pearland, TX 77584

Pamela Clark, 
DDS, PA

Shiva Mohazab, 
DDS

American Board of Pediatric Dentistry - Board Certi� ed

Great Start to a Healthy SmileGreat Start to a Healthy Smile
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FEATURED IMPACT — NOW OPEN

Maryland-based Total Wine & More opened its second Greater Houston area location 
at 18740 I-45, Friendswood, on Jan. 26. The store, which stocks fine wines, beer and 
spirits will be the company’s 13th Texas location and 150th store nationwide in 20 
states. Total Wine and More was founded in 1991 and offers a selection of 8,000 wines, 
3,000 spirits and 2,500 beers. 281-218-6011. www.totalwine.com

a selection of bird food, high-quality bird 
feeders and bird baths. Glattly and his team 
will assist customers with designing custom 
feeders and positioning in yards to attract 
specific birds. The location will be the 
national franchise’s sixth Greater Houston 
area location.  281-416-4420.  
www.wbu.com 

10  Julie Nunn is set to open Once Upon 
a Child in mid-March at 10100 W. Broad-
way St., Ste. 106, Pearland. The location is 
purchasing gently used children’s clothing 
with the expectation to open when the store 
is stocked. The children’s resale store buys 
and sells used children’s clothing, shoes, 
toys and baby items. The Pearland location 
is one of more than 20 of the national fran-
chise locations in Texas. 281-741-0264.  
www.onceuponachildpearland.com 

11  National restaurant chain Freddy’s 
Frozen Custard & Steakburgers has 
broken ground at 2620 Pearland Park-
way, Pearland, and is expected to open in 
the spring. The new eatery will feature a 
3,000-square-foot location with seating for 
up to 75 customers as well as patio seating. 
Freddy’s signature items include steakburg-
ers, Vienna beef hot dogs, shoestring fries, 
and chocolate and vanilla frozen custard. 
There are three Freddy’s restaurants under 
construction in the Greater Houston area. 
www.freddysusa.com 

12  The Learning Experience,  an early 
education center, is set to open at 3547 
McHard Road, Pearland, in March. The 
center teaches The Learning Experience 
academic program curriculum for children 
ages 6 weeks to 5 years. Its curriculum 
includes sign language for infants and tod-
dlers along with foreign language, phonics, 
physical fitness, philanthropy, manners and 
etiquette programs. 281-717-6808. 
 www.thelearningexperience.com

13  Local Houston franchise The Teahouse 
Tapioca and Tea is set to open a location 
at 2810 Business Center Drive, Ste. 111, 
Pearland, in March. With nine area locations 
already open in the greater Houston area, 
the tea shop is set to open four more in 
the coming months. The Teahouse offers 
more than 100 drink menu items, including 
black and green teas, blended options and 
tapioca cream tea. The first location opened 
in Houston in 2000. 832-468-7388.  

www.teahousebeverage.com

ANNIVERSARIES

14  Long’s Auto Repair and Wrecker 
Service  will celebrate 40 years in the 
Pearland community in March. Located at 
4829 Betty Lane, Pearland, the auto repair 
shop offers auto testing, brake services, 
air conditioning, electrical and drive train 
repair and towing. 281-489-0203. 

15  Massage Heights, located at  
303 W. Parkwood Ave., Friendswood, will 
celebrate its fifth anniversary on March 12. 
The national franchise operates in 21 states 
in the U.S. and includes more than 50 
locations in Texas. Massage Heights offers 
massages, facials, hot stone therapy, facial 
peels and exfoliating foot scrubs.  
281-725-6800.  
www.massageheights.com/friendswood

16  Competitive Edge Tutoring celebrat-
ed its one-year anniversary Feb. 1 at  
2334 N. Main St., Pearland. The business 
offers tutoring sessions, SAT preparation 
courses and piano lessons for students from 
kindergarten to 12th grade. Three to four 
students in the same age group are com-
bined for the study sessions. Competitive 
Edge also offers after-school transportation 
from Pearland and Pasadena ISD schools 
within 6 miles. 281-506-7936.  
www.cetutoring.com 

NAME CHANGE

17  Lessenger Chiropractic and Acupunc-
ture, located at 306 S. Friendswood Drive, 
Ste. D, Friendswood, is now Forever Well 
Chiropractic. Partners Joanna Grysz-
kiewicz and Robert Tolk took over own-
ership of the facility. Forever Well offers a 
variety of services, including whole body 
chiropractic, therapeutic massage and 
nutrition, and detoxification.  
281-993-0464. www.foreverwellchiro.com 

18  Habi Asian Chef, located at  
307 W. Parkwood Ave., Friendswood, has be-
come China Han Restaurant. The Chinese 
cuisine-based establishment took on the new 

 COMPILED BY JAKE SNYDER 
News or questions about Pearland/Friendswood? 

Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.com.

name in January under the new ownership 
of Tianyu and Cynthia Han. The restaurant 
features a similar menu as Habi Asian Chef—
such as chicken beef and shrimp dishes—with 
new items added. 281-992-5588.  
www.chinahan.net

CLOSINGS

19  Georgia’s Catfish Kitchen , located 
at 1510 E. Broadway St., Pearland, closed 
in January. The Louisiana-style eatery has 
locations in La Porte and Houston.  
www.georgiascatfishkitchen.com

DO YOU HAVE LEG PAIN?

Located at 8619 W Broadway St #105, Pearland, TX 77584 • Easily accessible from Beltway 8 or Highway 288

If you experience.....
Leg Pain • Varicose Veins or Bulging Veins • Leg Swelling
Leg Ulcers or Sores • Leg Cramps when you walk • Restless Legs
Leg Heaviness & Fatigue • Peripheral Vascular Disease...

We Can Help! 
Non-surgical treatment is available!
Covered by most insurance plans.

CALL 281-949-6020 TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
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At Memorial Hermann Pearland Hospital, our family-centered 

approach focuses on making your childbirth experience as 

memorable and positive as possible. Our spacious, spa-like suites 

allow mothers and babies to remain together throughout the 

entire stay in the same room, from labor to postpartum. From 

the time you learn you are pregnant until your child is born, you 

and your baby benefit from specialized medical care delivered by 

our highly skilled affiliated physicians and nurses. And we 

provide the added reassurance of immediate access to a higher 

level of care when needed at Children’s Memorial Hermann 

Hospital in the Texas Medical Center. 

To schedule a tour, register for a childbirth education class or 

obtain a physician referral call 713.222.CARE.

memorialhermann.org 

CARE FOR WOMEN, DELIVERED DAILY.

16100 South Freeway
Pearland, TX 77584

HIGHER QUALITY 

Pomona is the first LiveSmart master-planned community in the 

Houston area by Hillwood Communities, a Perot company. Featuring a 

relaxed, coastal atmosphere, this 1,000-acre community in the heart 

of the rapidly growing Highway 288 corridor makes it easy to live a 

happier, healthier lifestyle with a resort-style amenity center, miles 

of walking trails, sports fields, Fish Camp, Exploration Zone Park and 

an on-site Alvin ISD elementary school. And with 300 acres left 

untouched or as dedicated green space, Pomona is setting the 

standard for what it means to LiveSmart.  

 

Coventry Homes  •  David Weekley Homes
Highland Homes  •  Plantation Homes  •  Trendmaker Homes

New Homes From the Mid $200s-$600s
PomonaByHillwood.com
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P   aul Gutierrez—the man behind the allusive Mr. 
G moniker—and his wife, Tina, have owned 

and operated the independent music store Mr. G’s 
Guitars for 10 years in Pearland.

After teaching guitar lessons to local children for 
years, Paul decided to open a store that could pro-
vide his students the books and merchandise they 
needed to sharpen their musical craft.

“I got tired of having to tell them, ‘Well, there’s a 
Guitar Center 20 miles away because you need new 
strings.’ At some point, it made sense to open a store 
here in Pearland, and the population kept growing,” 
Paul said. “We took the plunge.”

Mr. G’s Guitars is tucked in a strip center off  
FM 518 and Wagon Trail Road between a cosmetic 
studio and a jeweler. While it may not be an instru-
ment super store like Guitar Center, Paul prides 
himself on the quality of his instruments and the 
stories behind each of them. The shop specializes in 
all things guitar, including its relatives the ukulele, 
mandolin and banjo, as well as instrument repairs.

“We try to carry recognizable brands that aren’t 
necessarily mainstream, but what we carry tends to 
be guitars that basically have more features for the 
same price,” Paul said.

Crowding the shop’s walls are brands like Ibanez, 
Seagull, Godin, LaPatrie, Lag and Michael Kelly. And 
while Paul does not carry Fender products, he does 
carry the highly regarded G&L brand, which were 
designed and made by George Fullerton and Leo 
Fender years after the Fender company was sold.

Paul offers other services in addition to selling gui-
tars. At the back of the shop are five semi-soundproof 
rooms where local musicians teach private drum, 
piano, voice, guitar, electric bass and ukulele music 
lessons. About 100 students from across Pearland and 
as far away as Iowa Colony, Alvin and Pasadena come 
to the store to master their instruments.

“We’re both huge music lovers, and we associate 
a whole lot of things with different music and songs, 
so teaching kids to love and appreciate music is 
fulfilling,” Tina said.

BY NORA OLABI

1: Tina and Paul Gutierrez opened Mr. G’s Guitars in 
Pearland 10 years ago. The full-service shop offers guitars, 
gear, repair services and private lessons. 2: The most 
expensive guitar is a G&L Fiorano GTS, which retails for 
$599. George Fullerton, who worked on the Fender Tele-
caster, designed the instrument. 3: The store sells amps, 
guitar straps, pedals, cables, strings and theory books.

Mr. G’s Guitars

5730 W. Broadway St., 
Ste. 104, Pearland

281-997-7769

www.mrgsguitars.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. noon-
8 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., closed Sundays

Mr. G’s Guitars
Independent music store in Pearland fills local niche for 10 years

W. BROADWAY  ST.

35

N

WALNUT ST.

2

3 1
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Paul and Tina are both U.S. Army veterans who settled 
down in Pearland in the mid-‘90s.  Paul works as an Ad-
vanced Placement science teacher at South Houston High 
School in Pasadena ISD. Tina works as a personal assistant 
at LR West Manufacturing in Pearland. Along with full-time 
jobs, both manage the shop with their daughter, Ashlie.

GUITAR PRICE RANGE: $200-$600

ABOUT THE OWNERS
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Watercrest at Shadow Creek Ranch is redefining
retirement living.  Schedule your personalized tour
today to see why so many of our residents compare
our luxurious amenities to living on a cruise ship!

(832) 709-2224 WatercrestShadowCreekRanch.com

Join us for an
A���n���� .

03.25.2017
AT 1800 HOURS
MI6HQ

COORDINATES UPON  
MISSION CONFIRMATION

PEARLAND ISD
EDUCATION FOUNDATION
WILL RETURN WITH A 

PEARLAND ISD 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

WILL RETURN  
WITH A

GALA
03.25.2017

AT
1800 HOURS

MI6 HQ
COORDINATES UPON MISSION CONFIRMATION

LICENCE
to

THRILL
 Dinner by Grazia Italian Kitchen  Music by Midstream
 Live and Silent Auction   Martini Bar and More   
 All Event Proceeds to Benefit Innovative Teaching Grants Program

Dinner provided by Grazia Italian Kitchen
Music by Midstream
Martini Bar
Live and Silent Auctions
Proceeds benefiting Innovative Teaching Grants Program

LICENCE to THRILL

TOP SECRET LOCATION

Relief. On So Many Levels.
TM

Just 15 minutes a week of routine chiropractic care  
can help treat pain and prevent it from coming back. 

The Joint® offers membership plans and packages,  
making staying healthy affordable and convenient.

Visit thejoint.com today to learn more.

Create a  

healthy habit
with chiropractic

$29 Initial Visit*

includes consultation, exam & adjustment

*Offer valued at $39. Valid for new patients only. See clinic for chiropractor(s)’ name and license info. Clinics managed and/or owned by franchisee or 
Prof. Corps. Restrictions may apply to Medicare eligible patients. Individual results may vary. © 2016 The Joint Corp. All Rights Reserved.

Shadow Creek Ranch
(281) 205-0077 
2810 Business Center Dr. #134  
Pearland, TX 77584

Pearland Parkway
(346) 229-5810
2680 Pearland Pkwy., Suite #140  
Pearland, TX 77581

Clear Lake
(281) 823-9281
19431 Gatebrook Dr. #2 
Webster, TX 77598

League City
(281) 724-0088 
1620 W. FM 646, Suite C 
League City, TX 77573

WALK-INS WELCOME  |  NO INSURANCE NEEDED   |  OPEN EVENINGS & WEEKENDS   |  VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED
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S   ince 1994, Carolyn Zimmer has 
been serving up soup, salad, 

sandwiches and, of course, tea to the 
Friendswood community at The 
Charleston Tea Room.

Zimmer said she and a colleague 
opened The Charleston Tea Room 
after spending time at similar lunch 
spots in the Greater Houston area 
and realizing the Friendswood 
community was lacking something 
comparable.

“We had seen some of the other 
tea rooms throughout Houston, and 
thought we could do that,” Zimmer 
said. “We chose Friendswood because 
it did not have anything like this. It 
has been a fabulous community to be 
in. I don’t think we would have been 
this successful anywhere else.”

While the tea room is only open 
during lunch—11 a.m. to 2 p.m.—Zim-
mer said from the start, the job has 
never been easy.

“It was difficult. We did all of the 
manual labor to set this place up,” 
Zimmer said. “It was a lot of work. It 
wasn’t easy. People think having a tea 
room is a cute idea and easy. It’s not.”

The restaurant also offers full-ser-
vice catering—including the full 
menu or preparing a meal that is 

off-menu—and hosts events like 
bridal showers by request.

Despite the hard work, Zimmer 
said she has spent the last 23 years 
building relationships with custom-
ers and creating a family atmosphere.

“It’s a blast,” Zimmer said. “My 
customers are amazing. They are 
family. We know them. We know 
about them. We’ve lost some of our 
loyal customers, and it hurts because 
they have become family to us.”

That family includes college-aged 
kids, who make their way back to 
Friendswood during breaks.

“College kids go to school and 
the first place they want to come to 
when they get home is the tea room 
because they’ve missed it,” Zimmer 
said.

Developing relationships from the 
beginning has been a calling card of 
the tea room, according to Zimmer. 
She said as she has watched the busi-
ness grow, she has seen the commu-
nity grow and change,  too.

“What’s fun is watching customers 
come in who came in when they were 
little, and now they are bringing their 
babies in,” Zimmer said. “That makes 
you feel old, but it’s the best feeling 
in the world.”

The Charleston Tea Room
Friendswood staple celebrates 23 years
BY JAKE  SNYDER

Charleston Tea Room

154 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood

281-281-992-8327

www.charlestontearoom.weebly.com 

Hours: Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-2 p.m.,  
closed Sundays
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1: Carolyn Zimmer opened the Charles-
ton Tea Room in 1994, offering salads, 
sandwiches and soup. 2: The tea room 
sells a selection of iced and hot teas.  
3: The Sampler ($8.99) includes chicken 
salad and turkey sandwiches, primo 
pimento, pumpkin bread and the 
Charleston delight, a fruit, cream cheese 
and Cool Whip dessert. 

DINING FEATURE

Apricot iced tea ($2.29): Brewed loose-
leaf tea with no sugar added and served 
on ice

Chicken salad sandwich ($8.49): Freshly 
prepared chicken, celery, apples and  
pecans served on a croissant

Primo  pimento ($6.99): Homemade  
pimento cheese with slices of bacon, 
melted and served open faced on white or 
wheat bread

Quiche ($8.99): Homemade spinach 
mushroom quiche or quiche Lorraine

CHEF’S CORNER

www.egamishfurniture.com

Friendswood Location
18980 Gulf Freeway, Friendswood

281-286-9911

Sugar Land Location 
3616 Hwy 6 S, Sugar Land 

281-277-0485

Presidents Day Sale All orders and in stock fl oor model purchases.

Discounts not valid on custom orders.

Select Builders Only

February
17th - 20th, 2017

10% OFF -or- 36 Months Financing
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“ Cancer, 
we have you 
surrounded”

Dr. Sunil Patel  |  Cancer Physician

As the nation’s top cancer hospital, MD Anderson 

uses an integrated team approach to cancer care. 

Our physicians and specialists work together across 

locations and disciplines to develop custom treatment 

plans for each patient. Because, at MD Anderson, our 

goal is to end cancer. For good.

Appointments are available at an MD Anderson 

location near you. Call 713-745-9940 or visit 

FindYourMDAnderson.com.

Ranked number one in the 
nation for cancer care by 
U.S. News & World Report.

17houloc2779-3_Patel-November Community Impact Ad_9.1453x11.25_2.indd   1 10/18/16   1:39 PM
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ONGOING PROJECTS

Project description Estimated timeline

1 The city of Pearland began construction in December to extend Fite Road by about a half-mile from McLean 
Road to Veterans Drive. The project is expected to improve traffic flow and provide an additional route for 
emergency vehicles. The new stretch of roadway will be four lanes, undivided with concrete curb and gutter 
drainage. The project includes traffic signal improvements at the McLean Road intersection. 

December 2016- 
December 2017

2 The city of Pearland will add a second left-turn lane heading southbound on Pearland Parkway at FM 518 in 
March. Bidding on the project closed Jan. 26, and the City Council is expected to award a construction contract at 
its Feb. 27 meeting, according to city officials.

March-June  

3  Winding Road reconstruction

The city of Friendswood broke ground in 
January on its Winding Road reconstruc-
tion project between Riverside Court 
and Melody Lane. The road will replace 
2,133 feet of residential roadway. The 
project will be funded through bond 
proceeds. Voters approved a $24 million 
bond referendum in 2013, which includ-
ed about $7.7 million for road repairs, 
according to the city. Other bond-fund-
ed road construction projects in Friend-
swood are reconstruction initiatives on 
Woodlawn Drive, Mary Ann Drive and 
Blackhawk Boulevard.

Timeline: January-March

Cost: $642,000

Funding sources: city of Friendswood

NEW PROJECT

W
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3

NMap not to scale

2

HOW IT WORKS

Why does it take so long to build a state-operated road?
The Texas Department of 
Transportation undergoes a 
rigorous process, creating a 
project concept and scope that 
aligns with the region’s long-
range transportation plan.

Next TxDOT staffers gather 
data on travel times, crashes, 
population and employment 
to determine the area’s needs. 
Community input is incorporated.

Based on the needs, TxDOT will 
create several concepts and ask 
the public to review them. TxDOT 
will use the input and additional 
data to refine its concepts.

Once a preferred alternative has 
emerged, TxDOT will identify 
environmental issues, collect 
data and assess constructability. 
The refined proposal is reviewed 
again by the public.

TxDOT will then analyze the 
roadway’s impact on the 
environment before completing 
the final design and identifying a 
funding source.

Once a project has funding, it 
is placed on TxDOT’s 24-month 
letting schedule in which 
contractors bid on projects. The 
final step is issuing a notice to 
begin construction. 

FRIENDSWOOD

PEARLAND

COMPILED BY JAKE SNYDER

M
C

LE
A

N
 R

D
.

FITE RD.

M
A

N
V

E
L R

D
.

1 

Frank & Libby Seamans

We’re located at
1201 N. Main

Pearland, TX 77581
ph: 281-485-7346

Just south of Beltway 8
on Hwy 35 (N. Main) at the

corner of Knapp Rd.

Also tune in to our “To God Be The Glory” Radio Program on KJIC 90.5 FM every Saturday & Sunday / 6 & 11 AM & 6 PM / or listen online at

www.freedomfellowshippearland.com

P A S T O R S

freedomfellowship
P E A R L A N D

A N A U T H E N T I C S P I R I T - F I L L E D E X P E R I E N C E

Come and find what you’re looking for... join us for worship this Sunday / 10:30 am & 6 pm!
or join us for “Family Night” on Wednesday evenings / free dinner @ 6 pm / Adult Bible Study and Youth & Children’s Services @ 7 pm

 

Join us for our annual
Rodeo Day & Chili Cookoff
immediately following the
10:30 AM Service on
Sunday, March 12
featuring KJIC’s

Carla Jones
in concert @ 2 PM
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The $2.7 million expansion of Friendswood Library includes a new children’s area with 
expanded shelf space, places for parents and children to read and an outdoor pavilion.

More rooftops, growth brings expansion 
to Pearland, Friendswood libraries
BY NORA OLABI

The dawn of the Digital Age brought 
fears that libraries would become 
mausoleums to obsolete, printed books 
as people zip through time and space 
at the touch of a screen and flick of a 
finger.

But if impending doom was on the 
horizon, then Pearland and Friend-
swood did not get the memo.

Instead, circulation and attendance at 
the Friendswood Library and Pearland’s 
Tom Reid Library have gone up and 
expect to keep growing. To provide 
more space for young readers and 
diversify their collections, both cities 
have invested heavily in increased space 
for children and young adult books as 
well as meeting rooms for community 
gatherings.

“Pearland libraries are well exceeding 
the rest of the county [in circulation]. 
We need the space in which people can 
use Pearland libraries,” said Crystal 
Carbone, the secretary and former chair 
of the Pearland Library board. “With all 
the growth that’s happening right now, 
we’re bursting at the seams.”

The Tom Reid Library, which is across 
from City Hall, is expected to undergo 
a $4.7 million construction project to 
expand the library by 8,174 square feet 
and replace its aging heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning system. 

The Tom Reid Library expansion plan 
is in the design phase. City officials 
expect to award a construction bid 
in late March and have the project 
completed by spring 2018. The library 
underwent a roof replacement last year.

“The city is growing and Pearland-
ers are asking for more community 

gathering spaces, more library program-
ming for all ages, and more resources 
to enhance their learning and leisure,” 
said Lori Purvis, interim director at the 
Brazoria County Library System.

Plans were approved in the 2007 
bond election, and the expansion would 
provide new space for a bookstore, 
children’s story time room, a teen zone, 
more computer lab space, additional 
storage, and increased circulation and 
book stack space. 

The expansion of Tom Reid Library 
comes on the heels of the Pearland 
Westside Library improvements, which 
added about 4,000 square feet of space.

Both Tom Reid and Pearland Westside 
libraries have the highest circulation 
of any library in Brazoria County. Since 
October, residents have checked out 
nearly 94,000 items at Tom Reid and 
127,000 at Pearland Westside, according 
to a report from the Brazoria County 
Library System. 

Circulation includes all items in the 
library, such as books, audiobooks, 
movies and electronics. Program atten-
dance has also jumped by 50 percent 
year-over-year at Tom Reid and has 
tripled at Pearland Westside.

“Population growth, diversity and the 
recognition that libraries are an integral 
part of strong communities definitely 
contribute to the growing need for 
libraries across Pearland,” Purvis said.

In Friendswood, the City Council 
voted in January to accept the Friend-
swood Library construction project, 
which was completed last year.

The project added about 6,000- 
square-feet of additional space to the 
library, the bulk of which went to a new 

children’s area. The library also added 
a computer room, study rooms and 
conference space for a total cost of $2.7 
million.

“It’s a beautiful space,” Friendswood 
Library Director Mary Perroni said. 
“Last summer, we had no access to 
the children’s area except staff access 
… This summer, now that we’re fully 
operational, I think it’s going to be a big 
summer.”

The Friendswood Library had an 
annual circulation of roughly 350,000 
items between October 2014 and 
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NEWS

September 2015. Construction on the 
library, which began in April 2015, 
affected library hours and accessibility 
during fiscal year 2015-16, but the library 
expects to grow its circulation with the 
added space.

The expansion of the library was a 
long time coming for residents and the 
library, with initial plans extending as 
far back as 2000.

Residents approved the library expan-
sion during the 2013 bond referendum, 
which allocated $2.5 million to the 
project.

TOM REID LIBRARY
• 8,000-square-foot expansion
• children’s area and teen zone
• computer lab
• bookstore
• study rooms

FRIENDSWOOD LIBRARY
• 6,000-square-foot expansion
• children’s area
• computer lab
• café
• study and conference rooms

L I B R A R Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S
Millions of dollars have and will be poured into local libraries.  
Here is where the money is going.

$4.7
million
expansion of  

Tom Reid Library

$2.7
million
expansion of 

Friendswood Library

SOURCE: CITY OF PEARLAND, FRIENDSWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

LOG IN TO 
LOCAL

Where local lives.

Instantly connect to news 
in your neighborhood.

Using geolocation, communityimpact.com identifies  
the news, businesses, events and deals nearest to you.  

Scroll through the latest stories and discover  
local shops and services in your area. 
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Lake Friendswood now open to the 
public after decades of turbulence
BY NORA OLABI

After years of hashing out funding, 
determining lake access and warning 
trespassers, the city of Friendswood 
has finally ended the turbulent saga 
of Lake Friendswood and has opened 
its gates to residents. 

The 40-acre blue lake and park 
rests about a mile off FM 518 with 
sole access through the West Ranch 
subdivision off Davis Prairie Lane. The 
city removed its “no trespassing” signs 
Feb. 1 to allow for public use.

“The lake is beautiful,” said Friend-
swood City Council Member Jim Hill, 
who lives near the lake and has seen its 
evolution. “The real benefit is it’s where 
families can come and spend time in a 
tranquil atmosphere. There’s a tremen-
dous amount of people interested in 
fishing. This isn’t like a sports park. This 
is a more peaceful relaxed atmosphere, 
and a good place for families. It’s a good 
place to walk, and it’s a great asset.”

The city invested $960,000 in 

improvements, which includes a 
boardwalk, fishing pier, kayak launch, 
a 1-mile walking trail, exercise equip-
ment at five stations, picnic benches 
and barbecue pits. A voter-approved 
2013 bond referendum provided 
$500,000 of the total expenditures.

Fishing with a license is permitted, 
but swimming in the lake is prohibited.

The council approved the final 
acceptance of Lake Friendswood 
during its January meeting.

The Friendswood Development Co. 
in partnership with the city will build 
restrooms, a parking lot, a pavilion 
and an automatic gate in the summer. 
Temporary restroom accommodations 
are placed in the interim.

“It has been a project that’s been 
a long time coming,” said James 
Toney, director of parks and recre-
ation. “The reason we’ve been able 
to get this going is the 2013 bond ini-
tiative … The more green space you 
have [and] the more parks you have, 

it adds to the quality of life.”
Lake Friendswood was an old sand-

pit that was created in the ’80s when 
nearby homebuilders took sand from 
the area. They later dumped concrete 
and rebar, which is reinforcement steel, 
to line the pit and keep it from eroding. 
Over time, the lake filled with water.

The lake and surrounding acreage 
was purchased by the city in the early 
’90s with plans to turn it into a park. 
Although it had a grant from the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department to 
develop the lake into a park, the city 
lost a lawsuit in 1995, which divided 
the land interest between the city and 
a landowner who had a title to 5 acres 
of the lake.

The city shelved the project indefi-
nitely, and trespassers were given regu-
lar warnings that the area was off-limits. 
Interest was revitalized in 2010, and 
funds were finally raised in 2013 as part 
of the bond referendum. 

While the city still has a divided 
interest, an easement runs through the 
landowner’s property to allow for the 
trail to fully encompass the lake.

“I think the people of Friendswood 
will enjoy this forever,” Hill said.

NEWS

Total expenditures 
of the city for Lake 

Friendswood

$500,000
Bond funds 
approved in 2013 
that were set aside 
for the project

266
acres of 

parks land 
managed 
by the city

$960,000

LAKE FRIENDSWOOD PARK 

Illegal entrances off Windemere Road and West 
Viejo Drive are still off limits. Residents are 
advised to use the Davis Prairie Lane entrance 
through the West Ranch subdivision. 

SOURCE: CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Homeowners seek $5 million, trial for “noxious odors” complaints

Blue Ridge Landfill faces state penalty 
after investigations into ‘nuisance odors’

BY NORA OLABI

The Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality handed down an 
enforcement order and penalty on Fres-
no-based Blue Ridge Landfill on Feb. 7 
after months of investigations into the 
west Pearland “mystery odor.”

Along with paying a $43,712 fine, the 
TCEQ has proposed a list of enforcement 
provisions to bring the landfill into com-
pliance, according to TCEQ documents.

The enforcement order calls for the 
landfill to submit a plan for self-mon-
itoring within 30 days of the effective 
date that would outline odor prevention 
best practices. The plan at a minimum 
would include a plan for odor minimiza-
tion, plans for 24-hour odor surveillance 
at the property line and at off-site loca-
tions, procedures for responding to odor 
complaints, compliance with surface 
emissions monitoring requirements and 
detailed record keeping procedures.

The order comes after investigators at 
the commission’s air division cited the 
landfill twice in the last four months.

  The latest citation was handed down 
in early January following an on-site 
investigation of the landfill.

“What the second notice of enforce-
ment did was to help confirm that 
there’s an issue and there’s a reason for 
that issue,” said Jon Branson, deputy 
city manager in Pearland. Branson also 
chairs the West Pearland Air Quality 
Odor Task Force, which is a group of 
residents and officials from the city of 
Pearland, TCEQ and Blue Ridge Landfill.

The second citation alleged the 
landfill “failed to perform surface 
emissions monitoring in accordance 
with the [regulatory] requirements.” 
The TCEQ relies on companies to 
self-monitor their emissions and sub-
mit quarterly reports to the state.

 Investigators found 136 locations at 
the landfill with methane emissions 
exceedances and at one point recorded 
methane at 165,500 parts per million, 
according to TCEQ documents. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency regulates methane emissions, 
which is odorless, to 500 ppm under 
the Clean Air Act.

Hydrogen sulfide, which gives off a 
foul odor, was also found at elevated 
levels at the landfill. In two instances, 
investigators recorded levels that were 

so high the analyzer, which only mea-
sures up to 50 ppm, maxed out, accord-
ing to TCEQ documents. Overall, nine 
exceedances were recorded, according 
to the TCEQ.

The odorous compound is a highly 
regulated, flammable and potentially 
fatal gas. The state restricts ambient air 
levels between 0.08 and 0.12 ppm when 
measured over 30 minutes, according to 
the Texas Administrative Code.

“We have provided a response to 
TCEQ and are continuing to work with 
them through the process. As a good 
neighbor, we have made considerable 
infrastructure investments in the site 
that are yielding positive results. We 
are continuing to invest in our systems 
and operate the landfill in an environ-
mentally responsible manner and as 
a good neighbor to our community,” 
Blue Ridge Landfill said in a statement 
to Community Impact Newspaper.

Infrastructure improvements include 
a modified sump pump system and cov-
ers on leachate tanks and solidification 
pits, according to TCEQ documents.

The landfill was named alleged by the 
TCEQ to be the source of the odor and 
was given a “nuisance odor” citation 
Oct. 21, which was its first citation.

“There are a number of regulations 
that the TCEQ can enforce: anywhere 
from issuing fines to shutting down an 
entity if there is no cooperation. Blue 
Ridge has promised to work to find a 

solution in an expedient manner,” said 
state Rep. Ed Thompson, R-Pearland.

In addition to the air quality in west 
Pearland, the TCEQ waste and water 
divisions have open investigations into 
the landfill, officials said. Investigators 
declined to comment as to the nature of 
the ongoing investigations.

But the pace of the state’s investiga-
tion has frustrated some residents.

A group of eight west Pearland 
residents have filed a lawsuit against 
the landfill over “noxious odors” they 
said have reduced property values and 
interfered with their quality of life.

The plaintiffs have sued for more than 
$5 million in damages for themselves 
and 100 or more “class members” who 
have filed odor complaints against the 
landfill with the plaintiff’s attorney, 
according to court documents.

For the lawsuit to be considered a 
class action, the court must certify it.

A pretrial hearing is set for March 
10. The plaintiffs asked for a trial by 
jury in their petition.

“The landfill is required to operate 
within their permits and minimize the 
odors. While there may be an occasional 
whiff, having a continuous odor is 
beyond what a person can reasonably 
expect living next to a landfill,” said 
attorney Brenton Allison, who is repre-
senting the residents. 

Representatives of the landfill 
declined to comment on the lawsuit.

NEWS
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Blue Ridge 
Landfill begins 
operations.

Landfill files permit to 
expand by 1,300 acres  
and up to 170 feet.

Pearland enters into 
agreement with 
Shadow Creek Ranch 
Development Co.

Pearland initiates 
litigation contesting 
the landfill expansion 
application.

TCEQ issues 
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monitoring.
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against the landfill 
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Creek Ranch.

Residents from three 
counties form Coalition 
Against the Blue Ridge 
Landfill Expansion.
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landfill.

Residents have filed 2,114 
complaints since 2015, 
and TCEQ has conducted 
82 investigations.
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SOURCE: CITY OF PEARLAND, HOUSTON CHRONICLE, SHADOW CREEK RANCH DEVELOPMENT CO., TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

A meaningful mission. 
An unbeatable culture.

Check out our open positions at communityimpact.com/now-hiring

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

We’re
GROWING
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Priorities are Dawson High, Pearland High, Pearland Junior High West, Sablatura Middle School

Pearland ISD moves forward on bond-funded construction

BY JAKE SNYDER

Pearland ISD began preliminary 
engineering design work at Dawson 
High School, Pearland Junior High 
West and Sablatura Middle School in 
Pearland ISD as the district moves on 
projects that are part of the $220 million 
bond referendum that voters approved 
in November.

The first step the district took was to 
hire a director of bond program con-
struction, which the board of trustees 
did at the district’s January meeting. 
John Posch started in the role Jan. 23.

“[John] is 100 percent bond,” Director 
of Facilities and Planning Don Tillis 
said. “He is the lead guy that will 
manage the dollars, the schedules, the 
architect contracts and the general con-
tractors we’re bringing on board.” 

The overall bond is divided into six 
packages with each assigned archi-
tects and timelines spanning the next 
four years. 

“Our next step is to flesh out the 

management and operations of these 
projects,” PISD Superintendent John 
Kelly said. “[We are looking] at how 
much of this we should do internally 
versus how much we should rely on 
a firm.”

According to Kelly, once the general 
contractors are selected, the district, 
architects and contractors are able to 
develop more detailed designs, which 
include maximum price points.

“[The general contractors] sit down 
with the architects, and they are 
involved with the design phase,” Kelly 
said. “That way, sometimes savings can 
be identified. When the architect’s doc-
uments are complete, the construction 
manager at risk gives us a guaranteed 
maximum price.”

While the schematic designs—which 
focus on big picture plans for each of 
the projects—are underway, the district 
has now begun looking for general 
contractors who will assist in design 
development, according to Tillis.

The PISD board of trustees has 
also initiated a search for around 15 
members of the community to act as 
a bond oversight committee, which 
Kelly has said will ensure the district 
is spending dollars as promised prior 
to the bond election.

“The board president asked each 
board member to nominate folks, and 
there have been a few others come for-
ward and ask to serve on it,” Kelly said. 
“No later than February or March, the 
board will formally appoint the bond 
oversight committee.”

Although the district has not sold 
any of the new bonded debt yet, bond 
advisors are optimistic that market 
conditions are strong, and a large sale 
could go through as early as August.

“The good news is that if their cur-
rent predictions hold true, we’re going 
to be able to sell more of the bonds up 
front,” Kelly said. “That can produce 
long-term savings in terms of tax rate 
and interest rate.”

EDUCATION JANUARY 2017    

Schematic designs for Dawson HS, 
Pearland HS, JH West and Sablatura MS

MARCH 2017 

Schematic designs for Jamison MS; 
design developments for Dawson HS, 
JH West and Sablatura MS

APRIL 2017 

Schematic designs for Turner HS

MAY 2017 

Schematic designs for JH East; design 
engineering complete for Pearland 
HS, Jamison MS 

DECEMBER 2017   

Construction begins at Dawson HS,  
JH West and Sablatura MS

JANUARY 2018   

Construction begins at Jamison MS

FEBRUARY 2018   

Construction begins at Pearland HS

APRIL 2018   

Construction begins at Turner HS

MAY 2018   

Construction begins at JH East

AUGUST 2018   

Schematic designs for Rustic 
Oaks, Challenger, Shadycrest, CJ 
Harris,Silver Lake elementary schools

SOURCE: PEARLAND ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Fall in Love with Your New Shea Home

Meridiana 
from the $380s
832-869-4032

Sienna Plantation
from the $350s
832-869-4024

sheahomes.com

This is not an offer of real estate for sale, or a solicitation of an offer to buy, 
to residents of any state or province in which registration and other legal 
requirements have not been fulfilled. Pricing does not include options, ele-
vation, or lot premiums, effective date of publication and subject to change 
without notice.  All square footages and measurements are approximate and 
subject to change without notice. Trademarks are property of their respective 
owners. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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AT THE CAPITOL Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature 

Priorities differ in House and Senate as initial budget drafts emerge

85TH SESSION

81ST SESSION 82ND SESSION

83RD SESSION 84TH SESSION

BY EMILY DONALDSON

There is very little consensus 
between the Senate and House 
versions of the 2018-19 state budget 
proposals released early in the 85th 
legislative session.

The Senate’s first draft, written 
by Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flower 
Mound, accounts for $103.6 billion 
in spending from the state’s Gen-
eral Revenue Fund, notably below 
the Comptroller’s Biennial Revenue 
Estimate, which limited the Legis-
lature to spending $104.89 billion. 

The House, on the other hand, 
calls for spending $108.9 billion 
from the General Revenue Fund, 
which would include funds not 
allotted in the revenue estimate. 

Early analysis indicates legis-
lators might need to dip into the 
Rainy Day Fund, a state savings 
account that sets aside money 
for when state budget demands 
exceed estimated revenue. The 

account currently contains roughly 
$10 billion and will grow to contain 
about $14 billion by the end of this 
session.

Sen. John Whitmire, D-Houston, 
was the first to propose pulling 
money from the Rainy Day Fund 
during a Senate Finance Commit-
tee meeting Jan. 23.

“I would emphasize we are not 
a poor state,” he said. “We have 
valuable resources that we could 
call upon, starting with the Rainy 
Day Fund.”

Both chambers also have dif-
fering strategies to tackle school 
finance fixes. The House plans on 
fully funding enrollment growth 
within Texas schools while sup-
plementing public schools with an 
additional $1.5 billion.

The Senate, alternatively, will 
add $2.65 billion, which is just 
enough to account for an addi-
tional 160,000 students projected 

to enter into Texas public schools 
in the next two years. 

Aside from increased funds to 
public finance and mental health 
care, the Senate is calling for a 1.5 
percent funding decrease for every 
state agency, excluding public 
education. The House is calling for 
a less severe cut of less than  
1 percent across the state. 

Both sides seek additional funds 
for Child Protective Services, pro-
posing roughly $260 million in the 
next biennium—which is surpris-
ing, according to some insiders, 
given the fact both chambers 
balked when CPS requested $53 
million extra in October.

The House and Senate start with 
their own draft budgets before 
hearing testimony at the committee 
level. Both chambers then join in a 
conference committee to establish 
a unified budget that will fund 
state activity for the next two years.

House looks to dip into Rainy Day Fund; Senate seeks 1.5 percent cut for state agencies
Each legislative session, the state Senate and House propose their own 
versions of two-year spending plans. The two sides rarely begin at the same 
point, but one chamber takes the lead in a conference committee establishing 
a budget both sides can agree upon. Here’s a recent history of budget 
beginnings and ultimate outcomes.

$
proposing a

BUDGETBIENNIUM

Senate taking lead
HOUSE: $108.86 billion
SENATE: $103.60 billion

FINAL BUDGET: 

TBD

House took lead
HOUSE: $98.85 billion

SENATE: $101.47 billion
FINAL BUDGET: 

$106.00 BILLION

Senate took lead
HOUSE: $89.16 billion

SENATE: $88.98 billion
FINAL BUDGET: 

$94.98 BILLION

House took lead
HOUSE: $73.28 billion
SENATE: $73.82 billion

FINAL BUDGET: 

$81.29 BILLION

Senate took lead
HOUSE: $106.71 billion
SENATE: $83.83 billion

FINAL BUDGET: 

$80.61 BILLION

$

SOURCE: LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

DISCOVER STORIES OF 
REAL LIFE AND REAL PEOPLE 
AT HOUSTONSFIRST.ORG

GREGG MATTE, PASTOR
MALCOLM MARSHALL, CAMPUS PASTOR 

4309 SIENNA PKWY
MISSOURI CITY, TX

THE EIDSON FAMILY FROM PEARLAND
WE FOUND FREEDOM FROM WORRY HERE.
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FEBRUARY

24-26      MARCH 3-4   
 

‘A Few Good Men’ 
The Broadway hit and movie about the 
trial of two Marines for complicity in the 
death of a fellow Marine at Guantanamo 
Bay is presented by The Purple Box The-
ater. 7:30 p.m. (Fri. and Sat.), 3 p.m. (Sun.). 
$12 (students and seniors), $15 (general 
admission). The Purple Box Theater, 1309 
W. Parkwood Ave., Friendswood.  
www.thepurpleboxtheater.com 

25    Annual Pearland 5K Cancer 
Prevention Walkathon 

Participants walk to support cancer 
prevention efforts at Ace Cancer 
Care’s annual event. The organiza-
tion aims to spread awareness about 
cancer of the breast, cervix, colon, 
lung, kidney, prostate and pancreas 
as well as melanoma. Pearland Mayor 
Tom Reid kicks off the event, and 
participants receive a free T-shirt. 
7:30 a.m. (on-site registration), 9 a.m. 
(walkathon). $35 (individuals). Silver-
lake Elementary School, 2550 CR 90, 
Pearland. 713-995-8000.  
www.acecancercareinc.org 

25   Daddy Daughter Dance 
Hosted by the Pearland Parks 

& Recreation Department, the event 
includes a night of dessert and dancing. 
The event theme is “One Night in Paris.” 
6-8 p.m. $30 (per couple, $10 per addi-
tional sibling). Pearland Recreation Center 
& Natatorium, 4141 Bailey Road, Pearland. 
281-412-8930.  
www.pearlandtx.gov/daddydaughter 

26    21st annual Camp Fair 
Attendees can discover a 

variety of day camps, overnight camps 
and other summer options at the Houston 
Family Magazine event. Camp types can 
include academic, adventure, sports, 
technology and theater. Noon-5 p.m. 
Free. Baybrook Mall, 1132 Baybrook Mall 
Drive, Friendswood. 713-266-1885.  
www.campfairhouston.com 
 

MARCH

2-4    ‘The Prince and the Pauper’ 
Kids’ Backporch Productions 

presents the tale of two boys who look 
alike and trade places. The production is 
adapted from the book by Mark Twain. 
7 p.m. (Thu. and Fri.), 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
(Sat.). $8 (children), $12 (seniors), $15 
(adults). Golden Rule Services, 3801 Lib-
erty Drive, Pearland. 281-412-5350.  
kidsbackporchproductions.org

4    Bets for Pets Casino Night 
Friendswood Animal Advocates 

and The Forgotten Pet Advocates host 
the fifth annual event to raise funds for 
sick and injured animals, pay for ster-
ilization, purchase pet food for groups 
in need and place homeless pets into 
rescue. 5:30-10:30 p.m. $25 (presale), 
$30 (at the door). Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 2320 Hatfield Road, Pearland.  
www.friendswoodanimaladvocates.info

4    Downtown Friendswood 2017 
Texas Music Fest 

The second annual family-friendly 
festival benefits downtown revitalization 
efforts and features Cory Morrow, Two 
Tons of Steel and The Junior Gordon 
Band. 2-9 p.m. Free (attendees age 
12 and younger), $10 (general admis-
sion). Downtown Friendswood, 150 S. 
Friendswood Drive, Friendswood. www.
friendsofdowntownfriendswood.org 

9     30th annual State of the City 
Address 

Hosted by the Friendswood Chamber 
of Commerce, Friendswood Mayor Kevin 
Holland delivers the address. 11 a.m.-1 

p.m. $25 (individuals); sponsorships are 
available. The Green Event Center, 2000 W. 
Parkwood Ave., Friendswood. 281-482-
3329. www.friendswoodchamber.com

11      Gulf Coast Literacy  
Symposium 

Literacy Advance of Houston and Liter-
acy Texas host the free event focused 
on building the professional skills and 
knowledge of adult literacy providers 
and volunteers. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 
Pearland ISD, 1928 N. Main St., Pearland. 
888-577-9347. literacytexas.org/
events/symposiums/gulf

17    APRIL 2   
 

‘The Odd Couple’
The Tony Award-winning classic play, movie 
and TV show comes to the Pearl. TBA. $14 
(students and seniors), $16 (adults). Pearl 
Theater, 14803 Park Almeda Drive, Hous-
ton. 832-459-4674. www.pearl-theater.com

23  Annual Red Hat  
Literacy Luncheon 

Johnathan Sandys, grandson of Sir Winston 
Churchill, is the keynote speaker at the 
annual luncheon and fundraiser held by the 
Adult Reading Center. 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
2320 Hatfield Road, Pearland.  
www.adultreadingcenter.org

MARCH

7-26  

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
The annual event returns to Houston with a lineup of live music, riding 
competitions, food and exhibits. A full list of musical performers can be 
found online. Since its inception, the HLSR has committed more than 

$430 million to various educational youth programs. Times and prices vary. NRG Park, 
1 NRG Park, Houston. 832-667-1000. www.rodeohouston.com 

ONLINE CALENDAR

Find more or submit Pearland/
Friendswood events at  
communityimpact.com/events.

Event organizers can submit local events 
online to be considered for the print edi-
tion. Submitting details for consideration 
does not guarantee publication

COMPILED BY TARA POHLMEYER
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WORTH THE TRIP

100 % FREE
Your source for local community news & information. 
And, as always, it’s...

Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.
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QUENCHING A 

GROWING THIRST

20M
Gallons of water 
per day from the 

surface water plant $61.2M

State loan to 
expand Reflection 

Bay wastewater 
facility

$159.5M 

State loan to 
build water 

plant  and water 
meters

Pearland is designing its surface water treatment plant 
to meet the growing demand for water. The new water 

plant will pump 10 million gallons of 
water to homes by 2023 and an 
additional 10 million gallons after a 
future expansion phase.

1

2

3

6

7

8

Administration 
building

Electrical 
building

220,000 

220,000 

Pearland’s projected population at 

build-out by 2050

American Canal

American Canal

“THERE’S A LOT OF 
FORETHOUGHT THAT CITY 
LEADERS TOOK.” — TRENT EPPERSON, 
PEARLAND ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER

SOURCE: CITY OF PEARLAND/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

48

SOUTHFORK DR.

N

48

surface water 
treatment plant

positioning the city for additional 
expansions in the future.

A THIRSTY POPULATION

Pearland is investing nearly $160 mil-
lion in a new surface water treatment 
facility near Airline Road South and 
Southfork Drive in Pearland. The new 
facility, which is in the design phase, 
will not only meet future water demands 
but could even become a regional plant, 
supplying cities like neighboring Manvel 
and Alvin that, too, are quickly growing, 
according to the city.

The city’s population skyrocketed 
from roughly 38,000 in 2000, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau, to about 
120,000 as of January, according to the 
city’s estimates. 

“[The water plant] is critical, not just 
to Pearland but also for the region,” 
Wilson said. “Short-term planning in 
the world of water and wastewater is 20 
years. I try to look at stuff 50 to 100 years. 
That’s really getting the crystal ball out 
and trying to dial it out.”

The city’s maximum capacity to 
date is 34 million gallons per day, 
more than half of which is supplied 
by groundwater. Currently, the only 
sources of surface water are the city 
of Houston and the Clear Brook City 

Municipal Utility District.
The new surface water treatment 

plant is expected to provide up to 20 mil-
lion gallons of additional drinking water 
per day from the Brazos River through 
a contract with the Brazos River Water 
Authority. The city is investing in the first 
phase of development, which is slated 
for completion in 2022 and will provide 
10 million gallons per day. Depending 
on growth needs at the time, officials can 
decide to postpone phase two, which 
would add an additional 10 million gal-
lons per day.

Rumblings of a surface water treat-
ment facility began more than a 
decade ago. Seeing the growth on the 
horizon, officials purchased the rights 
to an additional 20 million gallons 
per day from the Brazos River Water 
Authority in 2006 and purchased land 
for the water plant in 2008.

“It’s one of the largest undertakings 
the city has taken to date,” Pearland 
Assistant City Manager Trent Epperson 
said. “There’s a lot of forethought that 
city leaders took … and those things put 
us in a really good position to meet our 

needs for the next several years.”
The plant and a modern water 

metering system will be funded by a  
$160 million loan from the Texas Water 
Development Board. The city received 
approval in November for a multi-year 
commitment from the state’s Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund. Municipali-
ties that are approved are able to finance 
loans at below market interest rates. 

“I think Pearland is a perfect example 
of a community that is identifying what 
its issues are,” said Jessica Zuba, deputy 
executive administrator of water supply 
and infrastructure at the Texas Water 
Development Board. “They went to the 
extent of doing a comprehensive plan to 
assess what their needs are going to be.”

In nearby Friendswood, officials 
have invested $3.6 million to expand 
the capacities of its two water plants by 
227,000 gallons. The city upgraded both 
plants with concrete buildings to protect 
them—along with the pumps, chemicals 
and electronics—from future hurricanes 
as well as upgraded fencing to meet reg-
ulatory requirements. 

The city also upgraded the backup 
generators and added four total pumps 
at the facilities.

“We’ve had a lot of growth,” said Pat-
rick Donart, Friendswood city engineer 
and public works director. “What we’ve 

been doing is mainly looking at the 
infrastructure we have and try to make 
it better and prioritizing the needs.”

The funds come from city water and 
sewer bonds with additional funding 
from local municipal utility districts.

WASTEWATER NEEDS

Drinking water is not the only thing 
concerning officials as they plan for 
future growth. Increasing water output 
to residents means more water will find 
its way down drains and into wastewa-
ter, or sewage, treatment facilities.

In Pearland, the public works and 
engineering departments broke ground 
in August on a $44.7 million expansion 
of the Reflection Bay Water Reclama-
tion Facility. The expansion, which 
is projected to be complete in 2019, 
is expected to increase capacity from  
2 million gallons to 6 million gallons a 
day, according to the city.

The updated Reflection Bay facility 
will have additional odor control units, 
additional grit removal, and improved 
disinfection and filtration systems that 
improve the quality of the water that the 
city discharges into Clear Creek.

The project is funded by a separate 
loan of $61.2 million from the Texas 
Water Development Board.

The city of Friendswood is investing 

 CONTINUED FROM 1
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more than $6 million in improving its 
wastewater systems.

The public works department is 
working on improvements to three of 
the city’s 39 lift stations, which serves 
as collection points before pumping 
sewage from a lower to higher eleva-
tion to send to a treatment facility.

One lift station was completed in 
late 2016, a second was completed in 
early February and the third will break 
ground later this year. After all three 
are completed, the city will have total 
capacity for 27 million gallons per day, 
up from 18 million gallons per day.

“The city is always looking at trying 
to upgrade their sanitary sewer and 
water systems,” Donart said. “Some 
things are mandated by the state; some 
are mandated by development.”

Regulatory requirements included 
increased security fencing and improved 
generators in case of an emergency.

FUTURE PROJECTS

Both water and wastewater infra-
structure projects are driven by popu-
lation demand.

People are expected to keep moving 
into Pearland until growth fizzles at an 
estimated 220,000 residents between 
2040 and 2050, according to the city. 
Most of the growth has moved to the 

east side of Pearland as Shadow Creek 
Ranch approaches build-out, so the 
city has started working on projects 
years down the road.

Pearland is designing potential 
improvements to either Barry Rose 
Wastewater Treatment Plant or the 
John Hargrove Environmental Com-
plex for a future expansion project, 
depending on the growth trajectory 
in east Pearland, according to the city. 
Down the line, Pearland may decom-
mission two of its smaller wastewater 
facilities to grow and regionalize its 
other facilities. 

“[The population boom] has moved 
from the west side over to [the east] 
side. That has triggered us because we 
don’t want to get caught behind the 
curve,” Wilson said. 

In addition to multimillion-dollar 
facility improvements, Pearland is 
investing in older neighborhoods near 
Old Townsite, which was built in the 
’60s, to repair or replace old water and 
sewer lines. 

“Trying to split our efforts between 
growth and recapitalization is a bal-
ancing act. It’s something we strive to 
do,” Wilson said.

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

4

5

*Pearland is in the 
design phase of the 
plant and may opt to 
not use membrane 
filtration.

Dewatering: Water flowing from the American Canal 
is pumped into the dewatering building to remove any 
solids, sediments and dirt.11
Rapid mixing: A coagulant is rapidly mixed with 
the water, which attaches to any extra sediment and 
particulates to form large particles called floc.22
Flocculation: Water flows into a flocculator, which 
is a tank that slows the flow of the water and slowly 
mixes it with paddles, encouraging the floc to stick.33
Gravity thickeners: Water is fed into gravity 
thickeners. The tanks collect floc as it falls to the 
bottom, forming a sludgelike substance over time.44
Sedimentation basin: The water goes through 
another grit removal process where additional 
sediments fall to the bottom of a basin.55
Membrane filtration*: Water is pumped through 
membranes that finely filter the water and separate 
microscopic particles and microorganisms.66

Distribution: Water is piped through an 
underground system to customers in Shadow Creek 
Ranch, Pomona and Lakes of Savannah.88
Water storage: The water is then stored in two tanks. 
The city is deciding between two 5 million gallon or 
7.5 million gallon tanks during the design process.77

HOW IT WORKS

In partnership with Catholic Health Initiatives–CHI

in genetics research

At CHI St. Luke’s Health , our collaboration with 

Baylor College of Medicine® is advancing the 

care our patients receive every day. With one of the 

largest DNA sequencing labs in the world, geneticists 

at Baylor Genetics are transforming medicine. By 

identifying genes that are linked to disease, this 

cutting-edge research is leading the way to new 

diagnostics and treatment for cancer and other 

diseases once thought incurable.

At CHI St. Luke’s Health, we’re creating 
the future of healthcare…with bold moves
forward in medicine.

We’re boldly
moving forward

Houston-area hospitals:

Learn more at CHIStLukesHealth.org

Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center

Brazosport Hospital

Lakeside Hospital    

Patients Medical Center

Springwoods Village  

Sugar Land Hospital  

The Vintage Hospital

The Woodlands Hospital
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During the 2015 Texas legislative session, the state Legislature passed House Bill 2804, 
which changed the state’s accountability system for public school districts and their 
campuses. The new system gives districts and schools a letter grade of A, B, C, D or F in 
five domains as well as an overall letter grade.

DESIGNED BY LINDSAY MCCRAVY

CALCULATING THE  OVERALL SCORE

LETTER  GRADES

THE FIVE DOMAINS

A EXEMPLARY B RECOGNIZED C ACCEPTABLE D UNACCEPTABLE F UNACCEPTABLE

35% 20% 35% 10%

SOURCES: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY, HOUSE BILL 2804/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The scores from four of the five domains will be used to give school districts and their campuses an overall rating. Domains I or II and 
Domain IV make up the largest percentage of the overall score.

*Not all components measured in Domain IV were calculated in the Texas Education Agency’s initial report to the Texas Legislature on Jan. 1.
**This domain was not measured in the TEA’s initial report.

Measures how ready students 
would be for postsecondary 

education based on the State of 
Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness exam results

STUDENT  
ACHIEVEMENT

Measures how a student’s 
proficiency level on STAAR 

exams changes or is maintained 
year over year

STUDENT PROGRESS

WHAT IS MEASURED?

Measures how well campuses 
close the achievement gaps for 

their economically disadvantaged 
students.

CLOSING  
PERFORMANCE GAPS

Measures students’ readiness for 
postsecondary education based on 
factors such as graduation rate and 
SAT scores

POSTSECONDARY  
READINESS*

Measures how much a district is 
engaged with its community

COMMUNITY  
AND STUDENT  

ENGAGEMENT**

I

II

III

IV

V

• Completed a sequence of career 
and technical education courses

• Completed 12 or more hours of 
postsecondary credit

• Completed one or more AP/
International Baccalaureate courses

• Met the Texas Success Initiative 
benchmark on the TSI Assessment, 
SAT or ACT exams

• Enlisted in the armed forces
• Earned an industry certification

Three indicators of community engagement as chosen by the district 
and each campus; indicators include: 

Fine arts Wellness and 
physical education

Dropout prevention 
strategies

Community  
service projects

Percentage of students who graduate with higher-level graduation plan

Percentage of graduates who:

Percentage of economically 
disadvantaged students who met 
or exceeded the STAAR Satisfactory 
Standard, STAAR Postsecondary 
Readiness Standard and STAAR 
Advanced Standard

Graduation rates

Percentage of students who 
met or exceeded the 1  STAAR 
Satisfactory Standard, 2  STAAR 
Postsecondary Readiness 
Standard and 3  STAAR 
Advanced Standard

BEST OF DOMAIN  
I OR II SCORE

DOMAIN III 
SCORE

DOMAIN IV 
SCORE

DOMAIN V 
SCORE

Percentage of students who met 
or exceeded expected progress on 
STAAR exams

Percentage of students who exceeded 
expected progress on STAAR exams

1
The minimum score 
needed for a student 

to pass the STAAR exam; 
the score is different for 
each exam

2
A range of scores 
above the minimum 

passing score that 
indicate whether a 
student is prepared 
for postsecondary 
education

3
A range of 
scores above 

the Postsecondary 
Readiness Standard that 
indicate a student has 
mastered the subject

GLOSSARY

A-F RATING SYSTEM

HOW  IT
WORKS

CONTINUED FROM 1

the system has been designed, it does 
not provide clarity and is anything but 
simple,” Alvin ISD Superintendent 
Buck Gilcrease said.

Gilcrease pointed out that an elemen-
tary school in the district that received 
a distinction for “closing performance 
gaps,” now called Domain III, last year 
under the previous accountability sys-
tem received a C this year in the same 
domain.

Education Commissioner Mike 
Morath said he has heard “buckets” 
of feedback on the ratings, adding 
the preliminary results were for infor-
mational purposes, and should “not 
be considered predictors of future 
district or campus performance rat-
ings.”

FISD Superintendent Trish Hanks 
said the concern is not accountabil-
ity but rather transparency and the 
complexity of the new system, which 
she said legislators promised would 
be easy to understand.

“The problem is the rubric. The 
domains and the criteria they use to try 
to determine the grades is not easy,” 
Hanks said. “It’s not transparent.”

Pearland ISD Superintendent John 
Kelly said while he understands 
many of the issues and concerns, he 
is not ready to give up on the entire 
system.

“I do think that standardized tests 
have a place in the accountability 
system,” Kelly said. “I also believe 
that some of the other things they 
are looking at like student progress, 
year-to-year graduation rates, drop-
out rates and postsecondary read-
iness are all very valid parts of an 
accountability system.”

To date, PISD trustees have not 
discussed a resolution in support of 
repealing the A-F system.

The A-F system, which will be 
fully implemented in 2018, replaces 
the existing accountability system, 
which simply rates districts and 
their campuses as Met Standard or 
Improvement Required along with 
distinctions in seven academic and 
student performance indicators. 

Districts and campuses were 
already given individual scores in 
those four domains under the previ-
ous accountability system.

COLLEGE READINESS

Of the five domains used to cal-
culate each district’s letter grade, 
Domain IV has caused the greatest 
shakeup.

More than 60 percent of the nearly 
1,000 school districts statewide 
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A-F BILLS FILED IN 
THE 85TH TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE
A handful of bills have been filed during 
this legislative session regarding the 
A-F rating system. Here are some of the 
first bills filed:

HOUSE BILL 1174

HOUSE BILL 843

HOUSE BILL 1057

Replaces the A, B, C, D and F letter 
grades with “exemplary, recognized, 
acceptable and needs improvement” 
ratings. This bill was filed by Mary Gon-
zalez on Jan. 5.  

Adds more indicators to Domain IV, 
such as: the percentage of students 
who have been promoted to a higher 
grade level or earned a diploma after 
three or fewer years in high school. This 
bill was filed by Senfronia Thompson 
on Jan. 17. 

Adds another indicator to Domain 
IV: the percentage of students who 
complete an OnRamps dual-enrollment 
course. This bill was filed by Gina Hino-
josa on Jan. 19.

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

SOURCE: TEXAS LEGISLATURE ONLINE/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER

received a C, D or F letter grade in 
Domain IV, which measures postsec-
ondary readiness.

Johnny Veselka, Texas Association 
of School Administrators executive 
director, has advocated against A-F 
as well as other hot-button issues like 
high-stakes testing. TASA is an Aus-
tin-based education advocacy group 
that consists of superintendents, dis-
trict and college administrators, and 
companies across the state.

“You have districts that have 90 or 
95 percent of their students going to 
college, and they’re getting a C or a 
D in college readiness,” Veselka said. 
“That’s difficult to explain to a com-
munity.”

Domain IV looks at three factors 
for high schools: graduation rates, 
quality of graduation plans and the 
percentage of students who graduate 
“ready for college, career or the mili-
tary,” according to the TEA. The latter 
factor is calculated through military 
enlistment figures, career and techni-
cal education courses or industry cer-
tifications, or college readiness fac-
tors, such as SAT scores, students in 
dual credit and Advanced Placement 
courses and academic achievement.

The indicators that were not mea-
sured for the January preliminary 

ratings but will be used in the final 
ratings in 2018 include the number of 
students who enlisted in the armed 
forces and the number of students 
who earned an industry certification.

At the elementary level, chronic 
absenteeism is the sole metric used 
for Domain IV, and at the middle 
school level, chronic absenteeism 
and dropout rates are used.

While all campuses are graded on 
postsecondary readiness, a district’s 
score in Domain IV is based on its 
high schools in most cases.

Domain IV ratings may change by 
2018 because the TEA did not have 
all the data required under House 
Bill 2804. The bill requires the TEA 
to gather data the agency was not 
required to gather before.

FROM THE CAPITAL

Despite the fact that school districts 
across the state are seeking to appeal 
the A-F rating system, state officials 
have come out in support of the bill.

Some bills that have been filed in 
this legislative session either add 
more indicators to Domain IV or 
slightly change the wording in the law 
for the accountability system. Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick has said A-F will not be 
repealed or replaced.

“I have faith that he will listen to 
all of the suggestions and complaints 
and forge [the rankings] to be better,” 
Kelly said. “I also believe [Lt. Gov.] 
Dan Patrick that it isn’t going away. I 
hope it truly reflects what we should 
be held accountable for by the time it 
is finalized.”

In a statement, state Sen. Larry Tay-
lor, R-Pearland, who sponsored HB 
2804, also said the new system is not 
going away.

“I can’t speak for other members 
of the Legislature, but from my per-
spective as the Chairman of the Sen-
ate Education Committee, there is no 
movement toward the repeal of A-F, 
and I’ve heard Lt. Governor Patrick 
firmly state that A-F is here to stay,” 
Taylor said. “I do not plan to entertain 
the idea of a repeal because I believe 
in the goal of the program and the 
transparency of the system. However, 
I have been listening to input from 
administrators, parents, and other 
stakeholders and I plan to file legis-
lation to improve the system if neces-
sary.”

Additional reporting by Emily Don-
aldson and Lindsey Juarez

GET MORE  IN A NEW HOME

New energy-efficient homes 
from the $240s
Visit Highland Park, an enclave community near the 
Pearland Parkway. Find your dream home today and 
you’ll enjoy comfortable living near everything you love.

• Central park with playground, dog area, exercise 
equipment & grills

• Explore Beazer’s exclusive Choice Plans™ allowing 
you to personalize your home at no additional cost

*Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. © 2017 Beazer Homes. 1/11   136708

Great location in Pearland ISD!

Highland Park
3605 Bosc Drive
Pearland, TX 77581

281-616-5794 Learn more about the Beazer difference at beazer.com
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Price 77581 77584 77578 77564

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

-

AVERAGE PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN JANUARY  2016 VS.  2017

-2.47%

-1.34%

+25.6% -13.6%

ON THE MARKET  (JANUARY 2017)

MARKET DATA

Number of homes for sale/average days on the market

Price range 77581 77584 77578 77546

$149,999 or less 1/4 1/44 1/115 1/7

$150,000-$199,999 9/43 7/19 3/35 11/26

$200,000-$299,999 50/73 89/61 24/52 17/54

$300,000-$399,999 25/58 75/66 28/107 27/91

$400,000-$499,999 7/94 44/96 24/236 34/82

$500,000-$599,999 2/57 7/227 9/87 19/125

$600,000-$799,999 4/188 7/210 2/223 12/75

$800,000-$999,999 1/140 1/16 1/226 11/79

$1 million + 1/144 - 1/208 8/198

4/5 bedroom / 4.5 bath    3,302 sq. ft. $395,900 
Derrick Jones  
Newmark Homes Houston LLC 713-436-5759

4 bedroom / 3 bath 2,499 sq. ft. $348,882 
Derrick Jones  
Newmark Homes Houston LLC 713-436-5759

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Shadow Ridge, a Pearland community in Alvin 
ISD, is conveniently located to the Texas Medical 
Center, downtown Houston, and Beltway 8. 
Residents have access to a water park, diving 
pool, lap pool, splash pad and multiple pocket 
parks.  This is in addition to more than 25 miles 
of hike and bike trails, tennis courts, basketball 
courts, soccer fields and sand volleyball courts.

Build-out year: 2017

Builders include: Newmark Homes, Perry 
Homes 

Square footage: 2,756-3,843

Home values: $327,999-$498,880

HOA dues (estimated): $860 annually 

Amenities: water park, diving pool, lap pool, 
pocket parks, hike and bike trails, basketball 
courts, soccer fields, sand volleyball courts

Schools: (Alvin ISD) York Elementary School, 
Nolan Ryan Junior High School, Shadow Creek 
High School 

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Pearland         0.6812
Brazoria County Drainage District 4     0.1460
Brazoria County         0.3974
Alvin Community College        0.1917
Brazoria-Fort Bend Counties MUD 1    0.8480
Brazoria County Road & Bridges            0.0600
Alvin ISD          1.4500
Total (per $100 value)              3.7743

$395,176

SHADOW RIDGE, 77584

RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$128.64$14,615 134

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 01/31/2017

6 1

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by Alina Rogers, Realtor 
 Realty Associates • 281-961-2944 • AlinaWRogers@yahoo.com

3/4 bedroom / 3.5 bath 2,756 sq. ft.    $327,999 
Eboni Taylor  
Keller Williams Realty Northeast 832-453-7440

5 bedroom / 4.5 bath 3,843 sq. ft. $498,880 
Derrick Jones  
Newmark Homes Houston LLC 713-436-5759

13397 Shadow Ridge Lane

2955 Candle Falls Lane

2991 Vintage Park Lane

2956 Jade Springs Lane

REAL ESTATE
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9517 W. BROADWAY, STE. 103  (NEXT TO JASON'S DELI) PEARLAND, TEXAS 77584

Enjoy $100 off 
EVERY PURCHASE OVER $1,500

NOT INCLUDED WITH ANY ADDITIONAL OFFER. EXPIRES 3/22/2017.

Financing
 Available!
12 MONTHS

 NO INTEREST

HAND SCRAPED 
WOOD FLOOR 

$529 sq.ft. 
INSTALLED INCLUDING TRIM

GRANITE 
COUNTERTOP 
$2999 sq.ft. 

INSTALLED

PORCELAIN 
TILE 20"×20"  
$359 sq.ft. 

INSTALLED

CARPET FHA 
APPROVED 
$149 sq.ft. 

INSTALLED

LAMINATE 12mm 
$299 sq.ft. 

INSTALLED INCLUDING TRIM

5" HARDWOOD 
$459 sq.ft. 

INSTALLED INCLUDING TRIM

832-288-5198 • 832-326-5613

DEALS THIS MONTH

FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS

DINING
Amici Ristorante Italiano ............................ 29

Big City Wings ........................................... 31

FitChef Foods Texas ................................... 29

Flaming Wok ............................................. 27

Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt  ........................... 31

Crescent City Connections ........................ 26

Papa Murphy’s - Kingwood ........................ 30

Wingstop - Pearland Parkway .................... 30

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Houston Groutsmith .................................. 29

Vern Insurance Group ................................ 27

Vintage Men’s Grooming Lounge ............... 29

White Gloves Kleaning Services ................. 27

RETAIL
MK Floors .................................................. 25

Paisley Lane ............................................... 29
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CHEAP BEER SPECIALS AND PRIZES

Crescent City Connection Sports & 
Oyster Bar o� ers Houston the fresh-
est seafood served straight from local 
Galveston Fisherman. Come and ex-
perience the taste of New Orleans.
www.crescentcityconnectionsportsbar.com

Mon: 4:00 PM to 10:00 PM
Sun-Thurs:  11:00 AM to 10:00 PM  

Fri-Sat: 11:00 AM to 11:00 PM

16605 El Camino Real Houston TX 77062

281-954-6810

CRAWFISH TUESDAY 
$4.99 / lb 20% OFF your entire orderNOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 3-30-17

COMM-IMPACT

CRAWFISH TUESDAY Happy Days Mon-Fri 

11am-7pm

SmartyPints Trivia with Rachael Soto

Trivia Wednesday’s at 7:00
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Blown Away
By Insurance

Windstorm Rates?

It’s Simply A Better Deal

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Flood • Marine • Commercial • Umbrella

281-922-1616
3311 Broadway, Pearland • www.verninsurancegroup.com

MANY SAVE 

$1,000+
It’s Your Money

We Have The Answer!
Windstorm & Homeowners All In One Policy! 

Don’t Pay For Two Policies 
When You Can Purchase One! 

Save Now!
Don’t Wait Until Your Policy Renews!

Your Unearned Premium Will Be Refunded 
By Your Previous Insurance Carrier.

Don’t Pay Unnecessary Rate Increases.
Call Our Offi ce & Save Today! Se habla español.

Don’t Pay Coastal Insurance Rates When Your Home 
Is Not On the Coast! 

TWIA Is NOT Your Only Option!

No Windstorm Inspection
(WPI8) NOT Required

Convenient Pay Plans
Written Through A-Rated Companies

Companion Policy Discounts
Comprehensive Policies, 

Including Full Water Coverage 

mvernjr@verninsurancegroup.com

DETAIL CLEANING 
$50 OFF  

Expires 3-22-2017

REGULAR 
CLEANING 

$20 OFF  
Expires 3-22-2017

Call Today 713-434-3477  
www.whitegloveskleansvcs.com

Let Our Gloves 
do the Dirty Work!
Residential & Commercial

O P E N  7  D A Y S  A  W E E K  1 1 A M - 9 : 3 0 P M

PEARLAND LOCATION 

713.991.0888
PEARLAND PARKWAY

8498 S. SAM HOUSTON PKWY., E#700
HOUSTON, TX  77075

PASADENA LOCATION

281.998.4888
FAIRWAY CENTRE

5869 FAIRMONT PKWY.
PASADENA, TX 77505

STEAMED DISHES AVAILABLE

PEARLAND LOCATION 

Let us Cater 
your event!

Pe
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d P
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Fm 518

Fairmont Pkwy.

Pearland
Friendswood

Pasadena

n
8
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45

Fairmont Pkwy.

Fairmont Pkwy.

4545

n

Fairmont Pkwy.

Fairmont Pkwy.

Fairmont Pkwy.

WE DELIVER! FREE Wifi  for our customers

1 per customer. Claim same day as 
review to receive offer. 

Expires 3/22/17

RECEIVE A 
FREE EGGROLL!

Saturday and 
Sunday only. With 
purchase of two 
beverages. Dine 
in only. Not valid 
with any other 

offer. Delivery not 
included. Expires 

3/22/2017.

BUY ONE ENTREE
GET THE SECOND

 40% OFF

GIVE THE GIFT OF THE WOK!
$10 and $20 gift certifi cates available!

Proud ly Serving Texas 
South Wind wines

Peach • Plum  
Blackberry

WRITE US A NICE REVIEW ON

L U N C H  |  D I N N E R  |  T A K E O U T  |  D E L I V E R Y

fresh from the wok!
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1.7 Million
More than 

Eyes of Texas are upon us

WITH A TOTAL MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION 

NOW MORE THAN 1.7 MILLION,  

MORE PEOPLE IN TEXAS RECEIVE  

COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER THAN 

ANY OTHER NEWSPAPER IN THE STATE.
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A proud franchisee of The Groutsmith • Now serving all of Fort Bend County!

Tile and Grout Cleaning, Restoration and Repair in Your Home or Business

$50 OFF

®

Grout Color Re-seal • Grout & Tile Cleaning • Shower Restoration • Color Matched Caulking  
Natural Stone Cleaning • Natural Stone Sealing • Grout Restoration • Loose/Hollow Tile Repair

10 YEAR 
WARRANTY 

call for details.Any service $500 and up
Expires 3/22/17.

CALL 713.724.8132 for a FREE estimate and demo
cj@houstongroutsmith.com • houstongroutsmith.com

BEFORE AFTER

Local Artisan Products from the Houston Farmer’s 
Market are available for purchase as well. 

5517 Broadway, Suite M, Pearland, TX 77581
832-288-3800 · www.fi tcheft exas.com

AVAILABLE NOW!

Simple Start Nutrition Classes Offered Monthly. 
Hosted by Registered Dieti ti an Becca Reed.  (Individual Counseling also Available.)

March is Nutrition Month:  Put Your Best Fork Forward in 2017  
$10 Credit Toward Simple Start Nutriti on Classes or Individual Nutriti on Counseling 

with Becca Reed 
Menti on this ad when booking your reservati on.  Space is limited. 

Contact us for more informati on about our catering events!

Have an event? Leave the food to us! 
CATERING  Available for Events, Parties and More!

Where fi ne dining meets family.

Hours: Mon- Fri 4-10pm
Sat 11am - 10pm
Sun 11am - 9pm
709 W. Parkwood Ave.
Friendswood, TX 77546
832-569-5736
www.Amicichef.com
Follow us on Facebook

10% OFF TOTAL PURCHASE
ON MONDAY AND TUESDAY! 
EXCLUDES BEER & WINE. NOT VALID WITH 
ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 3/22/17.

FREE APPETIZER OR DESSERT
WITH THE PURCHASE OF TWO ENTREES
MUST PRESENT COUPON. NOT VALID WITH 
ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 3/22/17.

Owner and head 
chef, Joseph Trama.  
Born in Sicily and 
providing a fusion of 
both Northern and 
Southern Italy

Amici
RISTORANTE ITALIANO

and more!

402 E Edgewood Dr, 
Friendswood, Texas 77546

(832) 569-5176
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday10:00 am - 4:00 pm

M
elody Ln.

E. 
Ed

gewood D
r.

W
oodland 

Trail Dr.

and more!

paisleylanefriendswood

 Beard Trimming | Facials  
Straight Razor Shave | Haircuts
Eyebrows | Gray Hair Touchups 

15718 S. Highway 288, Suite 130, Pearland, TX 77584 (In front of Sam's Club) 
 281-741-4700 | www.vintagemensgrooming.com

Men’s grooming Lounge
V  NTAGE
www.VintageMensGrooming.com
Get your groom on
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Celebrating 2 years!
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SKIP THE WAIT.
ORDER @ WINGSTOP.COM

Not valid with any other specials, promotions or offers. 
Present coupon at the time of purchase. Valid only 
at participating locations. 
One coupon per customer visit.

Expires 03/30/2017.

THREE BONELESS 
WINGS 
WITH ANY WING PURCHASEFREE

PEARLAND 2701 PEARLAND PARKWAY • (281) 412-WING (9464)
REMEMBER TO VISIT OUR OTHER LOCATIONS
DEER PARK 3709 CENTER STREET • (281) 479-WING (9464)

HOUSTON 712 GULFGATE CENTER MALL • (713) 643-WING (9464)
HOUSTON 8326 BROADWAY STREET • (713) 847-WING (9464)

JUST

 LARGE 

$8each

ONE DELITE-FUL DEAL
On Two of Your Favorite 
Gourmet Delite® Pizzas
On Two of Your Favorite 
Gourmet Delite® Pizzas
On Two of Your Favorite 

Herb Chicken 
Mediterranean 

Pizza
Now with More 

Chicken

Chicken Bacon 
Artichoke Pizza

Now with More Bacon

Offer valid 2/20/17-3/26/17. Offer valid on large Original or Thin Crust only. No substitutions.
Additional charge for additional toppings. Available at participating locations. Not valid with any other offers.

Choose Your Size and Save!

$5OFF
FAMILY SIZE

$4OFF
LARGE

$3OFF
MEDIUM

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Discount off regular menu price. Excludes Mini Murph®, FAVES® and 
Desserts. Fresh Pan in Large only. Valid for a limited time at participating locations. Not valid with other 
offers. Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3.  CIM022217 LS

M
-0

2

phone ahead, we’ll have it ready

we welcome                at participating locations 

PEARLAND/WALNUT 
3320 E Broadway St 

at Broadway & Walnut 
281-412-2000

Also visit DEER PARK 
3717 Center St 

near H-E-B 
281-542-PAPA (7272)

Walnut St

518

Starbucks

Pasadena Blvd

C
en

ter S
t

 

25128-CIM-CBAHCM8© 2017 Papa Murphy’s International LLC
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2680 pearland parkway

 

minimum frozen yogurt purchase of $5 required. cannot be combined with any 
other offer. valid at pearland parkway location only. valid through 3/22/2017.  

 menchies pearland parkway 
2680 pearland parkway, suite 130  

pearland, tx, 77581

menchies.com

20% off!

•birthday parties •field trips•catering 

100 %
FREE

Your source for local community news & information. 
And, as always, it’s...

Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.

346-754-5980 
www.bigcitywings.com

W I N G S  •  B E E R  •  B U R G E R S

9721 W. Broadway St., Ste. 113 
Pearland, TX  77584 

346-754-5980

PEARLAND LOCATION 
NOW OPEN!

GET 5 WINGS FREE 
Not valid with any other offer or coupon. Expires 3/22/17.

5402 Hwy 6 Houston TX 77084
832-674-8466

5324 Atascocita RD. Humble TX 77346
281-570-4395

10903 Jones Rd Houston TX 77065
832-478-5537

Follow Us
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