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Gateway project sparks renewed interest

BY MARTHE RENNELS

The city of McKinney is concerned that a possible 
Public Utility Commission of Texas ruling could lead to 
a change in the North Texas Municipal Water District’s 
nearly 30-year-old water contract with its member cit-
ies—and cost the city more money when new infrastruc-
ture is needed as the city moves toward build-out.

Since 1988, McKinney and 12 other member cities have 
abided by an NTMWD contract that requires them to pay 

 CONTINUED ON 15

BY MARTHE RENNELS

The city of McKinney, the McKin-
ney Economic Development Corp. 
and the McKinney Community Devel-
opment Corp. have been working for 
over a decade to develop the Gateway 
property—located near the intersec-
tion of SH 121 and US 75—into the 
grand entrance of the city, complete 
with a mix of hotels, retail, restau-
rants, entertainment and residential 
developments. 

After failed development agree-
ments throughout that stretch of time, 
city officials said the site is getting a 
fresh start with responses from five 
prominent development teams fol-
lowing a December 2016 request for 
qualifications, or RFQ, from the city. 

McKinney City Manager Paul 
Grimes said the hub of develop-
ment activity happening in North 
Plano and Frisco benefits McKinney 
because it drives lease prices up in 

those cities, making McKinney more 
appealing to businesses.

 “This is a really hot market, and 
that makes us pretty attractive 
because businesses are looking for 
areas where they can do greenfield 
development or find locations more 
affordable than Frisco and Plano,” he 
said. “We think there is a place for us 
now because it seems to be the natu-
ral progression of the office market, 

Collin Higher 

Education Center

Collin Higher 

Education Center

The Gateway site, located near US 75 and SH 121, has been under some form of development for the past 16 years. 

SOURCES: NTMWD/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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The NTMWD has increased its water rate every year since 2001 
to keep up with the growth rate of its service area. Rates are 
projected to continue to increase through 2034.
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The Commission on Cancer (CoC) of the American College of Surgeons (ACoS) has granted 
Three-Year Accreditation with Commendation to the Baylor Scott & White Charles A. Sammons 
Cancer Center – McKinney. The Community Hospital Comprehensive Cancer Program was 
established by the American College of Surgeons in 1922 to ensure quality, comprehensive 
cancer care, and to ensure compliance of participating facilities. 

Nationally-Accredited Cancer Care
Close to Home.

•  Comprehensive cancer care, including a “complete  
    range of innovative services and equipment”
•  A multidisciplinary team providing “advanced  
    treatment options”
•  Prevention and early detection programs, and more.

A Commission on Cancer accreditation is another example of Baylor Scott & White – McKinney’s 
commitment to providing safe, quality, compassionate health care to our community – close to home.

5252 W. University Drive, McKinney, Texas 75071

For a physician referral or for more 
information about oncology services at 
Baylor Scott & White – McKinney, call 
1.800.4BAYLOR or visit us online at 
BSWHealth.com/McKinneyCancer.

Accreditation by the Commission on Cancer means that Baylor Scott & White Medical 
Center – McKinney is capable of providing:

Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and do not provide clinical 
services as employees or agents of those medical centers or Baylor Scott & White Health. Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2016 Baylor Scott & White Health. BSWMCMCK_62_2016 SOM
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town?  
Send it to mckfeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Tabatha Sullivan 
GENERAL MANAGER

tsullivan@communityimpact.com

Marthe Rennels
EDITOR
mrennels@communityimpact.com

I always have the best intentions of 
making myself and my home better. I can 
look at a sad, empty space in my house 
and think, “Wow, do I have a plan for 
you!” I go on Pinterest and save project 
ideas. I start preparing the room and even 
buy my supplies     —a lot of supplies.

 But somewhere along the way, time and 
life get messy, and the next thing I know 
it’s six months later and my project has 
gone awry. It’s now a thorn in my side that 
I can’t seem to finish and is painfully diffi-
cult to look at. Most of the time I can close 
a door so I don’t have to see my unfinished 
mess. But I know it’s there; it’s haunting 
me, waiting for me to finally finish it.

I think most of us have dealt with this 
at some point. McKinney is no different. I 
know the city has the best plans in place 
to keep McKinney as one of the top places 
to live in the country. However, some-
times life happens, and things don’t go as 
planned —take the city’s Gateway project, 
for example. In this edition, editor Marthe 
Rennels writes about the latest plans for 
Gateway, which has been in development 
for more than a decade. Through my best 
intentions, I can make my home better 
than I ever imagined, and I think that’s 
what the city is hoping to do with the 
Gateway project as the city works to begin 
the site’s next evolution of development.

The potential development of a new City Hall has 
been highly discussed in the city for some time. 

During a Jan. 20 City Council work session that 
aimed to identify a list of priorities for the next year, 
a new City Hall was discussed yet again. 

According to city staff, they are taking the first 
steps to begin the process by working to develop a 
request for qualifications to select a firm to conduct 
a space needs analysis. That analysis will help give 
staff a better idea of what offices will be housed 
within a potential new City Hall and the amount of 
space the site will need. The last needs assessment 
was done in the early 2000s.

In order to construct a new City Hall, a bond 
election would be needed, officials said, adding that 
the earliest anyone could see a ribbon cutting and 
grand opening of a new City Hall would be three to 
five years. 

That said, staff is moving forward, and Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper should have another update 
sometime this spring.
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DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

Monday–Friday 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m. • Saturday 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
Sunday closed

1601 W University Dr. | McKinney, TX
(972) 562-8700 • www.mckinneypharmacy.net

Serving the McKinney Area Since 1907

Our friendly staff  is 
passionate about providing 

customized care and 
compassionately serves 

patients with unique needs.

Pharmacy - Compounding Pharmacy - Medical Equipment & Supplies

Like us on 
Facebook
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IMPACTS

fish and other American craft dishes.  
www.hendersonkitchentap.com

Kayak McKinney will open this spring. The 
business offers kayak rentals and guided 
kayak tours on Lavon Lake.  
www.kayakmckinney.com

5  Palace Nails & Spa, 2110 Eldorado 
Parkway, Ste. 102, McKinney, will open in 
February. The business will offer mani-
cures, pedicures and waxing treatments. 

6  Secured Title of Texas, 2000 N. 
McDonald St., Ste. 300, McKinney, will 
open March 1. The title company offers 
commercial and residential lender services 
statewide. This is the company’s second 
Collin County location.  
www.securedtitletx.com

7  Apex Centre, 3003 Alma Road,  
McKinney, will open for charter members 
Feb. 28 and general public access March 
1. The $36 million aquatics and fitness 
center in Gabe Nesbitt Community Park 
will include a 25-yard-by-25-meter pool for 
competitive and lap swimming, a leisure 
pool, and an outdoor leisure and recreation 
pool. Apex Centre will also include a fitness 
facility, weight-training equipment, sports 
courts, an elevated track and babysitting 
facilities as well as multipurpose rooms that 
will be open to the public. 972-547-2739.  
www.apexcentre.org

ANNIVERSARIES

8  Louisiana St. Grill, 350 E Louisiana 
St., McKinney, celebrated its fifth anniver-
sary Jan. 20. Louisiana St. Grill is a wood-
fired steak and seafood restaurant provid-
ing a casual upscale dining experience with 
a modern rustic decor. 972-369-0100 
www.louisianastgrill.com

9  Quality Personnel Perm & Temp in 
McKinney,2730 Virginia Parkway, Ste. 100, 
McKinney, celebrated its 30th anniversary 
in January. The company offers permanent, 
temp-to-hire, executive search and payroll 
accommodation services. 972-562-1234.
www.qpjobs.com

NOW OPEN

1  Chick-Fil-A, 6201 Eldorado Parkway, 
McKinney, opened Feb. 2. The restaurant 
serves breakfast, lunch, dinner, drinks and 
coffee Monday through Saturday.  
www.chik-fil-a.com 

2  Foundations Counseling, 6401 Eldo-
rado Parkway, Ste. 210, McKinney, opened 
Jan. 17. Foundations Counseling offers 

outpatient therapy services for individual 
adults and couples. 469-215-0314.  
www.yournewfoundation.com

COMING SOON

3  Wild Birds Unlimited,  3001 S. Hardin 
Blvd., Ste. 106, McKinney, will open this 
spring. Wild Birds Unlimited is a retail store 
that specializes in bird seed, bird feeders, 

and many other bird feeding supplies. 
www.wbu.com

4  Henderson Kitchen & Tap, 2730 S. 
Central Expressway, McKinney, will open in 
mid-February and will bring with it roughly 
50 different beers and a menu prepared 
by a renowned chef. The restaurant  will be 
family-friendly with a menu that will include 
homemade chicken strips for children, a lo-
cally sourced steak, burgers, pasta dishes,

 COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS
News or questions about McKinney? 

Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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fitness, nutrition, motivation, results

4100 Eldorado Pkwy. Suite 200 | McKinney, TX 75070 
 www.themaxchallenge.com

Eldorado Pkwy
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Like us on Facebook! 
@theMAXchallengeMcKinneyTX

See the difference a year can make when you have  
the support to achieve your healthy resolution

It’s not too late to enroll for our 10 week Challenge.
Call today 469-573-4MAX

Before After
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COMING SOON—COMEDYSPORTZ DALLAS

ComedySportz Dallas, 305 E. Virginia St., McKinney, will open in April 1. ComedyS-
portz Dallas will feature live comedy entertainment and serve as a venue for comedy 
troupes, stand-up comics and showcases, sketches and productions. 972-769-0645. 
www.cszdfw.com

10  Cadillac Pizza Pub,112 S. Kentucky 
St., McKinney, celebrated its fifth anni-
versary Jan. 11. Cadillac Pizza Pub’s pizza 
dough and sauce are made fresh daily and 
feature Texas-grown vegetables and herbs. 
972-547-3833. www.cadillacpizzapub.com 

 RELOCATIONS

11  Front Sight Firearms, 4150 Eldorado 
Parkway, Ste. 150, McKinney, will relocate 
to 1925 N. Central Expressway, Ste. 410, 
McKinney, in mid-February. Front Sight Fire-
arms sells guns and shooting accessories for 
law-enforcement and military professionals, 
hunters, gun collectors and enthusiasts, and 
recreational shooters. 214-799-3040.   
www.frontsightfirearms.com

12  Ambrosia will relocate from 201 E.  
Virginia St., McKinney, to 116 N. Ten-
nessee St., Ste.101, McKinney, in March. 
The boutique sells art, jewelry, clothing, 
candles, bath and body products, baby 
gifts and more. 972-548-3950.  
www.ambrosiatexas.com

13  McKinney Knittery will be  
relocating from within Doozie’s Corner,  
208 E. Louisiana St., McKinney, to 106 1/2 
Church St., McKinney, on March 1. The 
store sells a variety of yarns, including natu-
ral fiber yarns such as merino wool, alpaca, 
and cotton, as well as needles, patterns and 
supplies for knitting and crocheting.  
www.facebook.com/mckinneyknittery

14  Breakaway Counseling, is relocating 
from 1575 Redbud Blvd., Ste. 206, McKin-
ney, to 2414 W. University Drive, Ste. 122F, 
McKinney. Breakaway Counseling offers 
face-to-face and online substance abuse 
counseling as well as substance abuse eval-
uations.  The business also offers a variety 
of educational classes such as parenting, 
corrective thinking, anger management, 
and life skills.  469-712-5080.  
www.breakawaycounseling.net

CLOSINGS

15  Swanky’s Boutique, 116 N. Ten-
nessee St., Ste.101, McKinney, closed in 
December. The store sold clothing and 
accessories.

16  After 13 years of business, The Cake 
Stand, 110 W. Virginia St., McKinney, 
closed at the end of January. The Cake Stand 
provided special-occasion cakes, birthday 
cakes and many other baked goods.  
972-562-2771. www.thecakestand.com

NEW OWNERSHIP

17  Forty-two Northstar Banks in Texas 
and Colorado were acquired by Indepen-
dent Bank Group of McKinney, 1600 
Redbud Blvd., Ste. 100, McKinney, in Janu-
ary. The merger is expected to close during 
the second quarter of 2017. 972-548-5910.
www.independent-bank.com

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service
*Restrictions May Apply

Newest Senior Living Community

Now Open
in McKinney

www.emeraldcottages.com

Move-In Special!  
Membership to Apex Center Included With Lease

2551 Alma Road, McKinney | P: (972) 757-7028

Located next to The Stonefi eld Assisted Living & 
Memory Care Community

Hurry in to experience 
McKinney’s Premier 
Residential-Style Senior 
Living Community!
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For guests who cannot make the trip to 
McKinney, Piazza on the Green co-
owner Heather Rowley said it is not a 
problem, as long as the individual has an 
internet connection.

“We are the only venue who web broadcasts everyone’s 
weddings,” Rowley said. “Guests who cannot make it 
there can watch it live on the web.”

BROADCASTING BRIDES AND GROOMSP   iazza on the Green opened a year and a half 
ago and has already made a splash in national 

wedding magazines.
“Wedding people know ‘The Knot,’” said Heather 

Rowley, who operates Piazza on the Green with her 
brother, Mike Tamer, and their spouses. “And once 
you’re featured as a Best Venue several times, you 
make it into their Hall of Fame.”

Rowley attributes the success of Piazza on the 
Green to its sister property in Colleyville.

“We’ve had [Piazza in the Village] for the last 
nine years and decided we needed another venue 
north of Dallas,” Rowley said. “It helps that we have 
another venue because we can see what has worked 
and what hasn’t. For the McKinney location, we 
follow everything that works with the Colleyville 
site and we have built on something that already 
worked.”

Rowley said one of the primary factors drawing 
people to Piazza on the Green is the cuisine, which 
she said is created by the venue’s chef. With a large 

portion of most wedding budgets being spent on 
food, Rowley said she wanted to make sure the 
venue could offer five-star dining in-house. 

And while the venue is mainly booked for wed-
dings, its location, golf course views and five-star 
dining also lead to weekday bookings for business, 
corporate, chamber and women’s group gatherings.

“This area where Allen, Plano and McKinney 
[intersect] has a more businesses than our [Col-
leyville] venue, so when Piazza isn’t holding a 
wedding, we have the ability to host a lot of other 
special events.”

The venue, located near the greens of the TPC 
Golf Course in Craig Ranch, features detailed archi-
tecture and crystal chandeliers, two ballrooms, a 
325-seat wedding chapel, bride and groom suites, 
an outdoor wedding facility and state-of-the-art 
technology.

“We can accommodate large or small events 
because we have two ballrooms—one larger and one 
smaller,” she said.

BY JEAN ANN COLLINS

1: Piazza on the Green has a 325-seat wedding chapel. 
2:  The venue offers five-star dining created by an 
in-house chef. 3: Two ballrooms allow the venue to 
accommodate large and small events. 

Piazza on the Green

6200 TPC Drive,  
McKinney 
214-383-2500 
www.piazza 
onthegreen.com 
Hours: Mon.-Sat.  
9 a.m.-5p.m.,  
closed Sun.

Piazza on the Green
Venue works to marry business events, weddings
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BUSINESS FEATURE

AND TODAY
Yesterday

Saturday, February 25 
Brunch seating, 10:30 am followed by show at 11:15.  

Lunch Seating, 1 pm, preceded by show at 11:15. 
Tickets $30 Adults, $15 Children. www.chestnutsquare.org

Murder  
Mystery Dinner

Saturday,  
February 11 

6:00 PM 

Tickets $50, BYOB 

www.chestnutsquare.org

Murder Mystery:  
A Day at the Races
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Top sellers include:

The Book Club Poppers ($8), 
which includes goat cheese-
stuffed peppadews, preserved 
lemon and basil pesto oil.

Cartermere Farms Heritage 
Chicken Fricassee ($24), which 
includes peas, carrots, pearl 
onions, rye dumplings and almond 

puff pastry. Qualls said the dish is a 
combination of chicken and dumplings and 
chicken pot pie. 

BEST OF THE RYE MENU

A collaborative process leads to the 
menu at Rye Craft Food & Drink, 

which specializes in its namesake.
“Craft food keeps things simple, 

but we execute it extremely well,” Rye 
owner and chef Jeff Qualls said. “Rye 
is all about food and drinks people can 
relate to. We want the food we make to 
remind you of what grandma cooks.”

Qualls, who grew up in Sherman and 
started cooking when he was 13, said 
he had dreamed of opening his own 
restaurant.

Following graduation from the Culi-
nary Institute of America in New York 
in 2001 as well as a baking and pastry 
school in Napa Valley, Qualls moved to 
McKinney in 2003. His extensive cook-
ing resume includes the TPC in Craig 
Ranch, Hibiscus and Neiman Marcus 
as pastry chef.

But he said his restaurant dream 
became a reality when the downtown 
McKinney location for Rye “fell in his 
lap” in 2015.

“We wanted something small,” 
Qualls said. “I knew if I was going to 
spend 75-80 hours a week in a place, I 
wanted to enjoy going to work.”

Qualls works with local farmers, so 

the menu changes seasonally.
“The ideas for the menu come from 

products,” he said. “We work with 12-15 
farms on any given day. A farmer might 
show up with some figs or persim-
mons, and we will create a special with 
them. It’s a collaborative process as 
well as a balancing act between current 
trends and what’s available.”

Qualls said he is a hands-on owner 
who wants to be in the kitchen creating 
food that is comfortable and familiar.

“Rye is intimate and small enough to 
personalize. For the guests who come 
in several times a week, we learn their 
names and what they like. The dining 
room here should feel like an extension 
of your home.”

When naming the restaurant, Qualls 
said he was looking for something to fit 
the style of the eatery, and the build-
ing it was housed inside—former Gov. 
James Throckmorton’s old law office.

“We needed something rustic to keep 
the feel we wanted,” Qualls said. “We 
are big whiskey fans, and at the turn 
of the century, all whiskey was made 
from rye. This combines the heritage of 
rye and whiskey with the history of this 
downtown."

Rye Craft Food & Drink
Owner: Menu inspired by farm-fresh products 

BY JEAN ANN COLLINS

Rye Craft Food & Drink

111 W. Virginia Parkway, McKinney 
214-491-1715 
www.ryemckinney.com 
Hours: Tue.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Sun. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
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1: Qualls said he believes in being hands-on at his restaurant. 2: Qualls said he aims to 
keep the menu simple and familiar, and that the peppered bacon BLT ($9) keeps with 
that philosophy. 3: The poached pear and baby arugula salad ($9) is topped with blue 
cheese, candied pistachios, pickled shallots and caramel-cider vinaigrette.

DINING FEATURE

LOOK BETTER | FEEL BETTER
PERFORM BETTER

2851 CRAIG DR. SUITE 201 D, MCKINNEY, TX
WWW.EIGHTEENEIGHT.COM • (469) 294-1880

  NOW OPENEldorado plaza
Next to trader joe's

Receive A  Free Haircut
On Your Second Visit

(Ask For Details)
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Lake Forest Drive expansion

The city is widening Lake Forest Drive from 
two lanes to four lanes from Wilmeth Road 
to Bloomdale Road. A portion of Bloomdale 
east of the intersection of Bloomdale and 
Lake Forest will also be reconstructed. As 
of late January, the project was about one-
third complete.

Crews are working to finish the major 
stormwater culvert and other utilities. Final 
earthwork should begin in February.

Timeline: September-June 

Cost: $3.7 million

Funding sources: city of McKinney

 

Virginia Parkway widening

The city of McKinney will begin construc-
tion on the Virginia Parkway Lanes 5 & 6 
widening project in February. The project 
will add an additional lane in each direction 
from just east of Ridge Road to US 75. 

New traffic signals will be installed at 
Crutcher Crossing and Mallard Lakes Drive. 
In areas where the contractor is working, 
one lane of traffic may be closed between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., and delays are expected. 
Construction will begin on the west end of 
the project between Ridge and Bellegrove 
Drive.  

Timeline: February-December 2018

Cost: $1.5 million

Funding sources: city of McKinney
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All information on this page was updated as of 1/24/17. News or questions about these or  other local 
transportation projects? Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

HOW IT WORKS

Why does TxDOT take so 
long to build a road?
Before starting a state road project, the 
Texas Department of Transportation 
undergoes a rigorous process.

TxDOT begins with a concept and 
develops the scope of the project. This 
includes identifying the location and 
receiving feedback from the region’s 
long-range transportation plan 
completed by a metropolitan planning 
organization.

Next TxDOT staff gather travel time 
information, analyze crash and safety 
data, review population and employment 
growth, and assess environmental 
constraints. 

Then TxDOT will create several 
concepts and seek public review. Based 
on input and further data analysis, 
TxDOT will refine the concepts. Once 
a preferred alternative has emerged, 
TxDOT will identify any environmental 
issues as well as collect additional 
data on environmental impacts and 
constructability. The refined proposal is 
taken back to the public for review and 
input.

TxDOT will then decide whether to 
construct the roadway. TxDOT then 
completes the roadway design, acquires 
right of way and relocates utilities, if 
needed. Before construction, the  
agency must have a funding source.

Once funded, it is placed on TxDOT’s 
24-month letting schedule to allow 
contractors to bid on projects monthly. 
Typically the lowest bidder is awarded the 
contract, which is approved by the state’s 
transportation commission. TxDOT will 
then issue a notice to begin construction. 

COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS  
AND AMY DENNEY

LAKE FOREST DR.
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ONGOING PROJECTS
Project description Estimated timeline

1 The city of McKinney is conducting street rehabilitation 
along Virginia Street between Graves and Waddill streets. 
Construction along Virginia is underway and expected to be 
complete in March.

January 2016-March

2 Following the rehabilitation of Virginia, work will progress to 
Waddill, where crews will also conduct street rehabilitation 
between Virginia and Hill streets with estimated completion in 
April.

March-April4510 Medical Center Dr. Ste, 314
McKinney, TX 75069

www.exactusphysicians.com

COMPREHENSIVE PRIMARY CARE 
WITHOUT ALL THE RED TAPE.

Follow us on 
Facebook

Unlimited Access to Your Doctor 24/7

Same-Day and Next-Day Service Scheduling

Greatly reduced labs and imaging costs

Full Access Via Technology

Coordination with Specialists

SERVICES INCLUDED
IN OUR MONTHLY FEE

972.439.5639

Dr. Zieser and Family 

Frisco Rd.

75

121

399

Medical 
Center Dr.
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CITY & SCHOOL

MISD, other districts seek repeal of A-F rating system MISD and council aim to 
further communicationMCKINNEY ISD   The Texas High 

Performance Schools Consortium 
submitted a list of recommendations 
to state lawmakers Jan. 17 hoping to 
improve college and career readiness 
within public schools as the Legisla-
ture convenes for its biennial session.

The group consists of 22 school dis-
tricts, selected as part of an applica-
tion process. Member districts study 
and develop suggestions for learning 
standards and accountability sys-
tems the state can eventually employ. 
The consortium advises the governor, 
Legislature, State Board of Education 
and commissioner of education on 

these topics.
Member districts include Klein ISD, 

Eanes ISD, Lake Travis ISD, McKin-
ney ISD and Round Rock ISD.

MCKINNEY     McKinney ISD Super-
intendent Rick McDaniel addressed 
City Council during a council work 
session Jan. 24 seeking an increase in   
communication between the entities. 

McDaniel said he had gotten the 
idea from surrounding school dis-
tricts that regularly meet with their 
respective city councils.

The MISD board and the city 
already hold joint meetings in which 
board and council priorities are 
shared between the two entities. The 
next joint meeting will take place 
Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the MISD cen-
tral board room, 1 Duvall St.

Mayor Brian Loughmiller sug-
gested adding each entity's legisla-
tive priorities to the agenda, citing 
the state’s new A-F accountability 
ratings.

“I think it's important for our 
council, the school board to be on 
the same page with issues that may 
be created by legislation,” Lough-
miller said. 

News from McKinney and McKinney ISD COMPILED BY MARTHE RENNELS, EMILIE DONALDSON

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

MCKINNEY   On Jan. 20, the Texas 
Supreme Court upheld a ruling by an 
appellate court that overturned a  
$9 million judgment against the city. A 
developer said the city violated a deed 
restriction by building John and Judy Gay 
Library in Gabe Nesbitt Community Park 
on designated parkland, but the court 
ruled the library falls within the deed’s 
requirement that land be used for a 
recreational facility.

MCKINNEY ISD       The MISD board of 
trustees met Jan. 24 and received its 
Texas Academic Performance Reports. 
Most of the schools scores ranked MISD 
higher than state averages, officials said. 

MEETINGS

Collin County Commissioners Court 
Meets Feb. 13, 20 and 27, 1:30 p.m. 
www.collincountytx.gov

McKinney City Council  
Meets Feb. 7 and 21, 6 p.m. 
www.mckinneytexas.org

McKinney ISD board of trustees 
Meets Feb. 28, 7 p.m. 
www.mckinneyisd.net

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_MCK

Suggested changes:

1. Work to provide equal access to 
technology 

2. Lend support to the SBOE as 
it streamlines Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills assessments 

3. Limit the state’s reliance on high-
stakes standardized tests

4. Repeal and replace A-F evaluation 
system for districts and campuses

MCKINNEY    The city of McKinney 
has been without public transit since 
November 2015, but City Council 
approved two items Jan. 17 that 
inched the city closer to reinstating 
public transit.

The first item allows city staffers to 
pursue grant funding from the Texas 

Department of Public Transportation. 
The second item allows staffers to 
request direct-recipient status from 
the Federal Transit Authority. The 
status would allow the city to receive 
FTA funds directly.

The city has yet to announce the 
type of service it seeks to provide.

City working to reinstate public transportation

Why is Dr. Gates offering you a FREE dental implant? 

Don’t Miss This Opportunity!

February 21st at 6:30

Dr. Gates will give away 1 FREE Dental Implant to the fi rst 15 callers. 
Call now to register for our free implant seminar that will be held at our offi ce.

Let this implant seminar and free dental implant be the opportunity you’ve been looking for to 
help open the door to all new possibilities. Seminars are fi lling up fast and will only be offered 
for a limited time.

P r e v e n t a t i v e  •  C o s m e t i c  •  R e s t o r a t i v e  •  S e d a t i o n  •  O r t h o d o n t i c s

“I want you to 
experience the 
con� dence and 
comfort that dental 
implants can make.”

469-238-8090
6351 S. Custer Rd.
McKinney, TX 75070
customdentalmckinneytx.com
DISCLAIMER: Free dental implant may result in boosted confi dence 
which has been reported to lead to effects including but not limited to job 
opportunities and promotions, enhanced or new relationships, and better 
overall well being. Due to these effects please consult with your friends 
and family before reserving your seat. 
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LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
The 85th Legislature has been in session for less than 60 days, 
and the Capitol is already rife with action. Skim this section for 
important things to note early on in the legislative year.

Hearings over school funding begin in Senate

• Hearings began Jan. 23 for the Senate Finance 
Committee. The group of 15 legislators will hear 
testimony from a number of state agencies over a 
month of hearings, including reports from the Texas 
Education Agency. The TEA reported the state’s share 
of school finance funding has shrunk from roughly 
46 percent in the 2011-12 school year to less than 40 
percent in the 2017-18 school year. The TEA projects 
local districts will have to pick up more than 62 percent 
of the bill as early as 2018-19 school year.

Straus re-elected as House speaker

• On Jan. 10, the first day of the 85th legislative session, 
150 House members unanimously voted Rep. Joe 
Straus, R-San Antonio, to serve as speaker of the 
House. This election puts Straus in a three-way tie for 
the longest-serving speaker in state history. This was 
Straus’ first election for this position that did not include 
an opponent. In his opening speech, Straus revealed his 
priorities as fixing school finance and increasing funds 
for mental health care, child protective services and 
public education.

Patrick will not run against Abbott for governor

• In a news conference held to end the circulation of 
rumors, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick announced he will be 
running for re-election as lieutenant governor in 2018. 
He said there is no circumstance in which he would run 
against Gov. Greg Abbott for governor. Patrick also 
announced he has roughly $13 million in his war chest 
for re-election efforts.

School choice rally heightens tension with House

• Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick spoke at a 
rally for school choice in front of the statehouse Jan. 24. 
Advocates and private school student gathered at the 
steps to listen to Abbott say he would pass any school 
choice bill that landed on his desk. Patrick called on the 
House to allow a vote on the matter. In the past, school 
choice efforts have died in House committees after 
clearing the Senate.

Senate committees released

• Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick unveiled which senators would be 
serving on each of the 15 committees at the end of the 
second week of the session. 

• Sen. Van Taylor, R-Plano, was named to Senate 
committees on Education, Health and Human Services, 
Intergovernmental Relations, Natural Resources and 
Economic Development, and Nominations. He is the 
only non-freshman legislator to not receive a vice 
chairman or chairman position but said he is happy with 
his placements.

For more information, visit communityimpact.com/capitol.

AT THE CAPITOL Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature COMPILED BY EMILY DONALDSON

Priorities differ in House and Senate as initial budget drafts emerge

85TH SESSION81ST SESSION 82ND SESSION 83RD SESSION 84TH SESSION

BY EMILY DONALDSON

There is very little consensus 
between the Senate and House 
versions of the 2018-19 state bud-
get proposals released early in 
the 85th legislative session.

The Senate’s first draft, written 
by Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flower 
Mound, accounts for $103.6 bil-
lion in spending from the state’s 
General Revenue Fund, notably 
below the Comptroller’s Biennial 
Revenue Estimate, which limited 
the Legislature to spending 
$104.89 billion. 

The House, on the other hand, 
calls for spending $108.9 billion 
from the General Revenue Fund, 
which would include funds not 
allotted in the revenue estimate. 

Early analysis indicates legis-
lators might need to dip into the 
Rainy Day Fund, a state savings 
account that sets aside money 
for when state budget demands 
exceed estimated revenue. The 
account currently contains 
roughly $10 billion and will grow 
to contain about $14 billion by 
the end of this session.

Sen. John Whitmire, D-Hous-
ton, was the first to propose pull-
ing money from the Rainy Day 
Fund during a Senate Finance 
Committee meeting Jan. 23.

“I would emphasize we are not 
a poor state,” he said. “We have 
valuable resources that we could 
call upon, starting with the Rainy 
Day Fund.”

Both chambers also have dif-
fering strategies to tackle school 
finance fixes. The House plans on 
fully funding enrollment growth 
within Texas schools while sup-
plementing public schools with 
an additional $1.5 billion.

The Senate, alternatively, will 
add $2.65 billion, which is just 
enough to account for an addi-
tional 160,000 students projected 
to enter into Texas public schools 

in the next two years. 
Aside from increased funds to 

public finance and mental health 
care, both chambers are also 
proposing vastly different cuts 
across the board. The Senate is 
calling for a 1.5 percent funding 
decrease for every state agency, 
excluding public education. The 
House is calling for a less severe 
cut of less than  
1 percent across the state. 

Both sides seek additional 
funds for Child Protective Ser-
vices, proposing roughly  
$260 million in the next bien-
nium—which is surprising, 
according to some insiders, given 
the fact both chambers balked 
when CPS requested $53 million 
extra in October.

The House and Senate typically 
start with their own draft budgets 
before hearing testimony on the 
proposals at the committee level. 
Both chambers then join in a 
conference committee to estab-
lish a unified budget that will 
fund state activity for the next 
two years.

“I WOULD EMPHASIZE WE 
ARE NOT A POOR STATE. WE 
HAVE VALUABLE RESOURCES 
THAT WE COULD CALL 
UPON, STARTING WITH THE 
RAINY DAY FUND.”

— SEN. JOHN WHITMIRE, D-HOUSTON, 

House looks to dip into Rainy Day Fund; Senate seeks 1.5 percent cut for state agencies

Each legislative session, the state Senate and House propose their own 
versions of two-year spending plans. The two sides rarely begin at the 
same point, but one chamber takes the lead in a conference committee 
establishing a budget both sides can agree upon. Here’s a recent history 
of budget beginnings and ultimate outcomes.$

proposing a

BUDGETBIENNIUM
Senate taking lead

HOUSE: $108.86 billion
SENATE: $103.60 billion

FINAL BUDGET: 

TBD

House took lead
HOUSE: $98.85 billion

SENATE: $101.47 billion
FINAL BUDGET: 

$106.00 BILLION

Senate took lead
HOUSE: $89.16 billion

SENATE: $88.98 billion
FINAL BUDGET: 

$94.98 BILLION

House took lead
HOUSE: $73.28 billion
SENATE: $73.82 billion

FINAL BUDGET: 

$81.29 BILLION

Senate took lead
HOUSE: $106.71 billion
SENATE: $83.83 billion

FINAL BUDGET: 

$80.61 BILLION

$

SOURCE: LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

www.mckinneyneuropsych.com | 7300 Eldorado Pkwy, Ste. 265, Mckinney | P: (469) 714-0100  F: (469) 714-0205 | office@mckinneyneuropsych.com

Dr. Phillip  
E Morris, PsyD

Individual, Couple,  
& Family Therapy

Consultation Services

Psychological Testing  
& Neuropsychology  

Evaluations
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FEBRUARY 

4 Hot Club of San Francisco: 
“Cinema Vivant”

Silent films, including “There It Is” (1928), 
“The Cameraman’s Revenge” (1912) and 
“The Mascot” (1933) are shows with a 
live gypsy jazz accompaniment from the 
quintet of the Hot Club of San Francisco. 
8-9:30 p.m. $25 (ages 6-22), $30 (age 65 
and older), $35 (adult). Courtroom The-
ater at McKinney Performing Arts Center, 
111 N. Tennessee St. 214-544-4630. 
www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.org 

8 February Tea and Conversation 
Participants can attend a Tea and 

Sugar Tasting (35 flavors) program by The 
Spice and Tea Exchange of Fort Worth, 
followed by tea sandwiches and desserts 
in the Main House and concluding with 
a tour of the 7,000-square-foot mansion. 
2-4:30 p.m. $30 (member), $35 (nonmem-
ber). Heard-Craig Center for the Arts, 
205 W. Hunt St. 972-569-6909.  
www.heardcraig.org 

9-12 “Steel Magnolias” 
Presented by McKinney 

Summer Musicals, the action is set in 
Truvy’s beauty salon in Chinquapin, 
Louisiana, where all the ladies who are 
“anybody” come to have their hair done. 
7 p.m. (Thu.-Fri.), 2 p.m. (Sat.-Sun.). $25 

(per person). Church Street Auditorium, 
306 N. Church St. 800-838-3006. 
www.mckinneysummermusicals.com. 

10-12 “Peter Pan and 
Wendy”

Presented by the Young Actors Guild, 
the show tells the story of Peter, Wendy, 
Michael, John, Captain Hook, Smee, the 
lost boys and Tinker Bell in their adven-
tures in Neverland. 7:30-9:30 p.m. (Fri.-
Sun.), 2:30-4:30 p.m. (Sat.). $6 (member), 
$8 (student and senior). Courtroom The-
ater at McKinney Performing Arts Center, 
111 N. Tennessee St. 214-544-4630.  
www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.org

11 Fifth annual Hope Rising - 
Break the Chain flash mob 

The international flash mob aims to 
bring awareness and stop the violence 
against women. Participants are 
encouraged to learn the dance online 
or come to scheduled practice times 

at Dancer Strong Academy, then meet 
Feb. 11 for the flash mob. 4:30-4:40 
p.m. Free. McKinney Performing Arts 
Center south lawn,  
111 N. Tennessee St. 214-912-0054.  
www.hoperisingtx.org

11  “Love the One You’re With” 
concert 

Hosted by the Sanctuary, the concert 
features the Maylee Thomas Band and 
Jon Christopher Davis. Tickets include 
complimentary desserts and coffee. 7 
p.m. (doors), 8 p.m. (show). $20 (down-
stairs seat), $120 (VIP table for four). The 
Sanctuary Music & Events Center, 6633 
Virginia Parkway, Ste. 102. 972-540-9293.  
www.thesanctuarymckinney.com/ 
concerts

18  Towne Lake Trout Derby
Co-sponsored by the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department, the 
family- friendly event allows participants 
to fish for trout at Towne Lake Park. 8 
a.m.-noon. Free (participants age 16 
and younger), $3 (adults, must possess 
a freshwater fishing license). Towne Lake 
Park, East Pavilion, 1405 Wilson Creek 
Parkway. 972-547-2686. 
www.mckinneytexas.org

25   “Southern Style Cuisine” 
cooking class

ONLINE CALENDAR

Find more or submit McKinney events 
at communityimpact.com/events.

Event organizers can submit local 
events online to be considered for 
the print edition. Submitting details 
for consideration does not guarantee 
publication.

COMPILED BY TARA POHLMEYER
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Alongside Chef Phillip Smithwick of Seven 
Loaves Catering and Events, participants 
prepare braised short ribs over smoked 
gouda grits with pan roasted asparagus 
and hollandaise sauce. Pear-raspberry 
kombucha cocktails are served. 6:30-8:30 
p.m. $59. Kitchenwares on the Square,  
213 E. Louisiana St. 469-301-6659. 
 www.visitmckinney.com.  
kim@kitchenwaresonthesquare.com

26   Krewe of Barkus
The 15th annual event’s theme 

is “Barkus Gone Bad-A Salute to Our 
Favorite Villains.” In past years, more 
than 250 dogs participated in the parade 
along with at least 4,500 spectators in 
awe of costumes, creatures and creativity. 
Krewe of Barkus features a parade, vendor 
booths, interactive activities and prizes for 
costumes. 12:30-4:30 p.m. Free. Mitchell 
Park, 203 E. Davis St. 972-547-2660.  
www.mckinneytexas.org 

• Residential & commercial
• Fully insured 
• A+ BBB rating
• Voted Best Roofi ng Company 3 years running
• Warranty provided

w w w. a m e r i t e x r o o f i n g . n e t

972.569.9719
517 N. Tennessee 

McKinney, TX 75069

AmeriTex
Roofing

FREE
INSPECTION & 

ESTIMATE on a NEW roof
Mention this ad for discount

SAVE UP TO

$500

Insurance Storm Repair
Deadline March 22, 2017

• ALERT •

AMERITEX

ROO FI NG

Since Trusted1986
Serving the metroplex

 For 30 YEARS!
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City staff estimates McKinney’s total investment in the Gateway project to 

date is roughly  $57 million.  The city of McKinney does not have an exact 

total for investments made by the city, McKinney Economic Development 

Corp. and the McKinney Community Development Corp. City staff said due 

to employee attrition, multiple entities contributing to the project and various 

bookkeeping methods, staff cannot compile a comprehensive accounting for 

project costs. Records indicate  $24 million   was spent on land purchases 

with an additional  $18 million  was spent to complete the Sheraton Hotel & 

Conference Center project.

THE GATEWAY PROJECT

MCKINNEY’S INVESTMENT IN

 CONTINUED FROM 1

and that seems to be the feedback we have received 
recently.”

CHANGES IN DEVELOPMENT VISION

Changes in city leadership, including a new city 
manager, MEDC president and an almost entirely 
new City Council, coupled with a population increase 
of more than 120,000 people since the project began, 
have caused an evolution in the city’s approach to 
Gateway.

“The current RFQ will allow us to partner with a 
developer on a master development with more flexi-
bility to allow the market to drive development with 
a general plan as opposed to the more specific plans 
we have tried to adopt in the past,” Mayor Brian 
Loughmiller said.

Loughmiller said there is a market for the project 
as development moves north from Dallas up the  
SH 121 corridor and as the Dallas North Tollway con-
tinues to develop. 

However, he said the city needs to be open-minded 
to the type of development that could occur to pre-
vent missing an opportunity, adding it is important 
to remember the site will have a major impact on 

the impression of McKinney to those 
driving past.

"What we have been very careful 
to do—and what we have advised the 
City Council and the MEDC to do—is 
to let the marketplace tell us what 
can be done,” he said. “We set forth 
some guiding principles, which are 
very clearly enunciated in the RFQ. 
Within those parameters, all bets 
are off. We want developers to tell us 
what they can do. That’s how we get 
the marketplace to work for us.”

The guiding principles seek to have 
the site serve as a major employment 
center, allow the city and MEDC to 

recover their investments, serve as a source 
of community pride, convey urban vibrancy and 

quality, create interesting skyline elements and 
scale, and spur complementary uses and amenities. 

MEDC President Darrell Auterson said interest 
began to mount after a business event at the Sher-
aton Hotel & Conference Cen-
ter on the Gateway site last 
summer.

“That got me very excited 
about reaching out very 
aggressively to the develop-
ment community across the 
Metroplex to find out what 
people think about McKinney and the Gateway prop-
erty specifically,” Auterson said. “What I found was 
about two dozen developers with varying degrees of 
interest in McKinney and at Gateway. I came to Paul 
[Grimes] and told him the interest was strong.”

Council Member Travis Ussery said now is the 
opportune time to develop the site given the list of 
developers who responded to the RFQ.

“I am impressed with the interest we have received 
recently; it indicates the private market is good and 
viable,” he said. “It appears that the market is ripe 
for this development. I hope we can move forward 
on this site in a positive way that benefits everyone 
in the city of McKinney.”

INTEREST IN COMPLETING THE PROJECT

The RFQ was issued Dec. 2. By Jan. 17, five devel-
opment teams responded, including Trammell Crow 
Co.; Lincoln Property Co.; Team McKinney Gate-
way, which consists of KDC, Corinth Properties and 

Columbus Realty Partners; Flaherty & Collins Prop-
erties; and Harwood International.

Trammell Crow is one of the country’s oldest devel-
opers and investors in commercial real estate. Proj-
ects include Legacy Tower at Plano’s Shops at Legacy. 

Lincoln was selected in May 2015 to develop the 
remaining Gateway land, but in March 2016, the com-
pany withdrew from the project, citing its inability to 
meet the requirements. The company is working to 
master-plan, develop and lease mixed-use space at 
the Dallas Cowboys world headquarters in Frisco. 

Team McKinney consists of KDC, which is cur-
rently working on the new headquarters for Liberty 
Mutual and Toyota in Plano as well as State Farm in 
Richardson; Corinth Properties, which is responsible 
for Eldorado Plaza at US 75 and Eldorado Parkway 
in McKinney; and Columbus Realty Partners, which 
is currently developing the 9-acre site in downtown 
McKinney.

Flaherty & Collins Properties is responsible for 
developing a mixed-use development in Orland 
Park, Illinois, and other retail and multifamily devel-

opments. Harwood Interna-
tional has experience with 
mixed-use development in 
Dallas’ Uptown District. 

City officials will identify 
a top candidate and begin a 
period of exclusive negotia-
tions without turning down 

the other respondents. Grimes said this would allow 
the city to have other options should negotiations fall 
through. Vetting will begin this spring with plans to 
name finalists in the summer or fall. 

City officials said they are willing to wait for the 
right developer and the right development.

“We are going to be as patient as we need to be,” 
Auterson said. “I would love for this thing to be plat-
ted and laid out with every structure happening 
simultaneously, but the reality is that we may find 
ourselves phasing this in over time and that’s OK.”

Grimes and Auterson said the details of how 
the public-private partnership will work will 
depend upon what is submitted by the developers. 
Auterson said he hopes the project is successful, 
which he said could lead to more public-private part-
nerships across the city.

“WE WANT DEVELOPERS TO TELL 
US WHAT THEY CAN DO. THAT’S 
HOW WE GET THE MARKETPLACE 
TO WORK FOR US.”

— PAUL GRIMES, MCKINNEY CITY MANAGER

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

McKinney Ranch 
Medical Care & Wellness

 Dr. C.W. Hsu
3950 S Ridge Rd | McKinney, TX 

972-540-1688

• Acute Care
• Chronic Disease
   Management
• Preventative
   Medicine

• Low T Therapy
• Weight Loss 
• Immunizations
• Immigration
   Medical Exam

All � u shots
Expires 2/28/17

$5 OFF 

Immigration exam
Expires 2/28/17

$10 OFF 121

Lake F
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rest D
r.

Eldorado Pkwy.
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.Stacy Rd.
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a R
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.

McKinney 
Ranch 
Pkwy.214-705-1789  

STONEBRIAR FUNERAL HOME  
AND CREMATION SERVICES
10375 Preston Rd.  Frisco, TX

WWW.PREPAIDFUNERALS.TEXAS.GOV

Leave them
something to

remember you by.

PLANNING AHEAD ALLOWS 
YOU TO DO SOMETHING 
TRULY PERSONAL AND 

MEMORABLE.  
FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.
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The hotel site sat partially developed until 2012 when Champ 
Hospitality, The Beck Group and the city reach an agreement to 
develop the site into a Sheraton Hotel & Conference Center.

In 2013, Emerson Process Management moves its headquarters to 
the northern end of the site.

The Sheraton McKinney Hotel & Conference Center opens.

Lincoln Property Company and the city of McKinney enter a 
development agreement for the completion of the Gateway 
Property.

Lincoln withdraws from the project in March siting its inability to 
meet requirements outlined in the original agreement.

The city of McKinney and MEDC issue a request for qualifications 
in December seeking developers for the site. The new RFQ only 
provides guidelines rather than strict development points.

Five teams of developers respond to the RFQ and the city begins 
work to choose a lead developer.

The city settles with O&S and pays off a loan of $4.9 million for 17 
acres. The lawsuit is dismissed after McKinney and the developer 
reach a settlement that gives the city ownership of the property 
and control over its development. 

Collin College opens the Collin Higher Education Center on the site.

The city and the McKinney Economic Development Corp. purchase 
the first parcel of Gateway land, 65 acres near US 75, for $9.9 million. 
At the time, the site was set to include a Marriott hotel along with a mix 
of retail, restaurants, a higher education center and a movie theater. 

Original developer John Q. Hammons drops out of the project, 
citing inadequate access to the hotel. Also in 2005 the city filed a 
petition to condemn the last roughly 9 acres of the site, stating the 
privately owned land was necessary for transportation facilities, 
including public roadway access and public utilities. City staff 
said utilizing eminent domain was common for cities until the 
Texas Legislature passed a law in late 2005 that forbade cities to 
condemn a resident’s personal property for economic development 
purposes. The case was ultimately settled, and the city paid $9.2 
million for the 9 acres.

Los Angeles-based developer O&S Holdings announces plans to 
build a project called Bridge Street Town Centre featuring a Marriott 
Courtyard hotel, convention space, a college facility, upscale shops 
and restaurants at the corner of US 75 and SH 121.

Later in 2006, O&S Holdings announces plans to pick up where 
Hammons left off, and the MEDC purchases 17 adjacent acres for 
$4.9 million.

By February 2008, construction on what was supposed to be a 
Westin Hotel began. By October 2008 construction had stopped 
on the site, and the developer asked the city to invest more funds 
to the project as costs began to rise and the credit market began to 
tighten. 

The MEDC sues a subsidiary of O&S Holdings over the retail portion 
of the project, seeking to void the development agreement.

2000

2005

2008

2009

2010

2012

2013

2015

2016

2017

2006

SOURCE: CITY OF MCKINNEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

HISTORY OF GATEWAY
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Cassandra Wilson, 
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Better Hearing Keeps You Connected

Celebrating 
10 years of 
business! 

Liz Brassine, Owner
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Sta� ed by 2 Licensed Doctors of Audiology

972.838.1300 | www.hearinmckinney.com  | 4201 Medical Center Drive, Suite 270

• Hearing evaluations 
for all ages

• Hearing aid fi ttings, 
maintenance & repairs

• Invisible fi ttings

• Wireless and 
connectivity solutions

• Evaluation period on 
all hearing aids

• Custom ear / swim 
protection

• Locally owned and 
operated

1681 N. Central Expressway #400 • Near Hwy 380
(Independent doctor of optometry next door) 

Weekdays 9:30am - 6:30pm, Sat. 9:00am - 5:00pm

FREE
BUY ONE
GET ONE

Up to $300*

We accept a wide range of insurance
Accepting VSP, EyeMed, Aetna, Avesis, Davis Vision, 

Humana, Cigna, Superior Vision Insurance

FREEFREE
BUY ONEBUY ONE
GET ONEGET ONE

Up to $300*

We accept a wide range of insuranceWe accept a wide range of insurance

*Offer not valid on previous purchases and cannot be combined with any other 
offer, discount, or coupon. Not valid with insurance and other restrictions may 

apply. See store for details.

FREE 
Training 

and Sewing 
Classes with 

machine 
purchase.

2414 W. University • McKinney, TX • 972.542.6061
www.willetts-save.com

For the LOWEST Prices EVER!
Visit Our Booth at

The 36th Dallas Quilt Show
Dallas Market Hall
March 10-12, 2017

Store will be open during the show.

Factory Authorized Dealer for Janome, 
Elna, Necchi & Juki

• 2016 attendance was 7,500 •
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PAINS
The North Texas Municipal 
Water District provides water 
and wastewater services for 1.6 

million current residents—a number 
expected to grow to 2.1 million people 

by 2070. The district and its 13 member 
cities worked for the past year to 

update a 30-year-old contract 
but were unable to reach a 

consensus, leaving the 
contract intact.

W A T E R  R A T E S 
C O V E R

85%
FIXED SYSTEM COSTS

Debt repayment, 
pipes, pumps, 

water storage and 
treatment facilities

15% ACTUAL 
WATER USED

Chemicals and power for 
treatment and delivery

Actual 
water used

Minimum water 
purchase

 CONTINUED FROM 1

SOURCES: CITY OF MCKINNEY, NORTH 
TEXAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT, CITIES 
OF PLANO, GARLAND AND RICHARDSON/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

GROWING

2 0 1 6  W A T E R 
U S A G E

For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.
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The NTMWD contract requires cities to pay for the same 
amount of water each year based on the highest amount of 
water they used in any single year in the past, regardless of 
whether they ever use that much water again.

12M
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McKinney requested an 
additional delivery point in 2003, 

which increased its contracted 
minimum water purchase for the 

next several years.

for the same amount of water each year 
based on the highest amount of water they 
used in any single year in the past,  regard-
less of whether they ever use that much 
water again—a structure district officials 
say is necessary to pay for fixed costs, 
infrastructure, future projects and more.

Although most of the member cities 
have balked at steadily increasing water 
rates from the NTMWD, meetings last year 
with the member cities to discuss amend-
ing the contract did not result in any 
changes because the cities could not come 
to a consensus about how the contract 
should be changed, according to Janet 
Rummel, public relations manager for the 
NTMWD. 

In December, the four largest contrib-
uting member cities—Plano, Garland, 
Mesquite and Richardson—challenged 
the contract by asking the PUCT to decide 
whether the contract is fair to all its mem-
ber cities.

Cities such as McKinney that still have 
a significant amount of development left 
before build-out are concerned that major 
changes to the contract could cost them 
more money in the long run.

“Also complicating the issue is that to 
modify the [contract] requires unanimous 
approval by all member cities, yet all 
member cities are not in the same place 
from a growth standpoint,” McKinney 
Mayor Brian Loughmiller said.

Loughmiller said he wants a fair reso-
lution, especially for cities such as McK-
inney that paid the current rate structure 
that supplied infrastructure and capital 
improvements for member cities that are 
now built out. 

Other water district member cities 
include Allen, Frisco, Farmersville, For-
ney, Princeton, Rockwall, Wylie and Royse 
City.

The NTMWD provides water and 

wastewater management services to 
the more than 1.6 million people in the 
10-county service area, and an additional 
2.1 million people are projected to live in 
the area by 2070.

PUCT PROCESS

PUCT spokesperson Terry Hadley said 
consumer groups occasionally petition 
the PUCT regarding water utility rates. 

“If a settlement among parties cannot 
be reached and the petition meets legal 
requirements, an evidentiary hearing can 
be held to be followed by a PUC decision 
by the three commissioners,” Hadley said. 
“The next milestone in this case is for the 
North Texas Municipal Water District to 
file a pleading responding to the petition 
no later than Feb. 6.”

Rummel said the NTMWD is open to 
continuing contract discussions while the 
request is being considered by the PUCT.

She said there is no way to know if the 
PUCT will conduct the requested review or 
what it may recommend. 

Rummel said any reduction in one city’s 
share of the system costs would result in 
increases to the other cities’ share to main-
tain and operate the system.

'OUTDATED' WATER RATE ALLEGED

More established cities closer to build-
out, such as Plano, use roughly 60 percent 
of the water they purchase on a monthly 
basis. In contrast, growing cities such 
as McKinney use about 80-90 percent 
of the water purchased or may set new 
annual highest-usage marks each year,  
officials said.

“The majority of the wholesale water 
rate covers fixed costs—or costs that must 
be paid regardless of the amount of water 
used, such as debt repayment, mainte-
nance, regulatory requirements and con-
struction of new projects,” Rummel said.

Rummel said cities that use less water 
than they purchase receive a rebate for 
costs not incurred for treatment and 

delivery, such as chemicals and power. 
Since 1990, rebates have totaled nearly 
$92 million for these variable costs.

However, the cities of Plano, Richard-
son, Garland and Mesquite said NTMWD 
contract is discriminatory, does not take 
water conservation into account and is not 
in the public interest. Plano officials said 
the four cities have paid $178 million for 
water they did not use.

“We are losing tens of millions of dollars 
at the expense of our taxpayers because 
the North Texas Municipal Water District’s 
current rate methodology is outdated and 
does not incentivize water conservation,” 
Plano City Manager Bruce D. Glasscock 
said in a statement released shortly after 
the PUCT filing.

POSSIBLE IMPACT ON GROWING CITIES

The city of McKinney, which has a 
current population of about 168,000, is 
expected to grow to 284,000 by 2040 with 
a build-out projection of 357,000 people. 

Loughmiller said the original concept of 
the NTMWD contract was to factor in fast 
growth as a component for water usage 
and cost of infrastructure. 

“Now there is an issue of fairness for 
those cities which see that they don't have 
the same infrastructure needs while [less 
built-out] cities are still in the develop-
ment growth stage,” Loughmiller said. 

He said the major capital improvement 
projects needed throughout the district 
must factor into future contract decisions.

“One city alone cannot assume the debt 
service for these types of capital expendi-
tures, which is why a regional water district 
was formed to begin with,” Loughmiller 
said. “This will continue to be an issue for 
all of our cities as we look for a resolution 
that will take into consideration the needs 
of our member cities who are at differing 
points in their development cycle.”
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Cities that are closer to build 
out—like Plano, Richardson, 
Garland and Mesquite—tend to 
pay for more water than they use 
under the terms of the NTMWD 
contract. However, the money 
cities pay for water covers more 
than the water itself.
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C I T I E S  S E E K I N G  C H A N G E

Plano, Richardson, Garland and Mesquite 
are seeking changes to the NTMWD 
contract requiring cities such as McKinney 
to fund infrastructure needs while those 
older cities were developing.

Pop. 104,300

Pop. 236,897
Pop. 264,438
Pop. 168,388
Pop. 357,000

Pop. 300,000

Pop. 131,775

Pop. 271,166

Richardson

McKinney

Garland

Plano

Current 
population

Future 
population



FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com16

ON THE MARKET  (DECEMBER 2016)

MARKET DATA

Price 75069 75070 75071

$375,000

$350,000

$325,000

$300,000

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD BY ZIP CODE  2015  VS.  2016

+4.9%

+11.8% +6.55%

Builders include: Darling Homes

Square footage: 1,900-4,500

Home values: $400,000+

HOA dues (estimated): TBD 

Amenities: resort style pool, pavilion, 
playground, shade arbors, a sport court, hike-
and-bike trails, and nature paths

Schools: Prosper ISD,  McKinney ISD

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact 
Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current 
information.

Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real 
Estate Information System (NTREIS)

1

75071

75069

75071

75070

N
121

5

75

380

N

DECEMBER 2016 FOR DECEMBERDECEMBER 2015

MARKET DATA COMPARISON NEW LISTINGS

McKinney

40
50

Collin County

902 873

 2015 VS.  2016

Willowcreek at Auburn Hills, located just north 
of  US 380, is a master-planned neighborhood 
that offers private amenities for its residents, 
including nature paths, shade arbors, a junior 
Olympic lap pool, an outdoor grill area with a 
social lawn, a splash pad, a playground and a 
basketball court.

$275,000 $208,950

Median sale price

Homes on the market

335 399

40 50

Average days on the market

96.9% 96%

Percent of original price received

170 157

Homes under contract

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

WILLOWCREEK AT AUBURN HILLS

 

Frisco
2015: 476

2016: 609

HOMES ON THE MARKET 
CITY COMPARISON
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Plano
2015: 420

2016: 459

McKinney
2015: 335

2016: 399

Personal Service.  Quality.  Results.

Contact us for our no obligation  
“Prepare Your Home to Sell Package”.

Includes staging and market analysis.

Monica Szewczyk  972-979-4699 Julie Williams  972-838-0262W W W. T E X A S P R O P E RT YS I S T E R S . C O M



DEALS THIS MONTH

FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS

Wayde King & Brett Raymer
Stars of Animal Planet’s Tanked
See website for appearance schedules.

MEET CELEBRITIES

More Info at AllenHomeAndGardenShow.com

The Best Home & Garden 
Event of the Year is Here!
Save time with everything for your home and garden 
under one roof. Save money with show-only discounts.
Have fun with so much to do for the whole family!

8th Annual Collin County

February 10–12 | Allen Event Center
prOJECTSsoLVED

• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling, 
Appliances

• Landscapers, Fence & Deck,
Foundation Repair

• Custom Home Builders
• Contractors & Remodelers
• Cabinets, Countertops & Flooring
• Interior Design & Painters
• Home Security
• Storage & Organization, Garage

Solutions

• Outdoor Living, Pools & Spas
• Shade Solutions & Awnings
• Solar Power & Geothermal 

Heating and Cooling
• Windows, Sunrooms & Doors
• AC, Heating & Window 

Treatments
• Art, Gift & Gourmet Area
• Greyhound Adoptions

OFF*

with this coupon

$1 Adult
Admission

*For the 2017 Collin County Home Show only. 
Not valid with other discounts or offers. Not 
valid on senior admission.

Fri, 2pm–6pm  |  Sat, 10am–6pm  |  Sun, 11am–5pm
SHOW TIMES

BEAUTY & FITNESS
Bikram Yoga .............................................. 18

DINING
Bennys Bagels & Deli ................................. 20

Biggby Coffee ............................................ 21

Cookies in Bloom ....................................... 19

Jalapeno’s Mexican Grill ............................. 18

Marco’s Pizza  ............................................ 19

Planet Smoothie ........................................ 20

Sali’s Italian ............................................... 21

San Miguel Grill ......................................... 20

Smoothie King  .......................................... 18

NON-PROFIT
Habitat for Humanity and ReStore - North 

Collin County ............................................ 21

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
1911 Academy .......................................... 19

Storm Guard Restoration ........................... 19

RETAIL
Dobson’s Flooring America ........................ 23

Home Consignment Center ....................... 22

Experimac ................................................. 20

Orisons Art & Framing ............................... 19
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Jalapeño’s
MEXICAN GRILL

We Cater for  your next Party
$5 OFF 

WHEN YOU  
SPEND $25

WEDNESDAY  
ENCHILADA SPECIAL 

$5.99 
(DINE IN ONLY)

HAPPY HOUR
Sunday - Thursday  

11am - 7pm

121 N. Greenville Ave • Allen • (214) 383-0215
www.jalapenosmenu.com

SINCE 1994

Come check out 
our Valentine’s 
Day Specials!

1920 W. Eldorado Pkwy. Ste 700
McKinney, TX 75069

972-548-7111

Slim Down with 
Smoothie King!

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this 
location. Not good with any other offer. One Coupon per 
person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. Some restrictions 
may apply. Exp. 3/8/17

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this 
location. Not good with any other offer. One Coupon 
per person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. Some 
restrictions may apply. Exp. 3/8/17

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at 
this location. Not good with any other offer. One 

Coupon per person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. 
Some restrictions may apply. Exp. 3/8/17

$1.99 BREAKFAST
ANGEL FOOD SMALL SMOOTHIE 

BEFORE 10AM

$2.99 DINNER
ANGEL FOOD SMALL SMOOTHIE

AFTER 6PM

FREE
20 OZ ANGEL FOOD

SMOOTHIE

Slim Down with Slim Down with 
Smoothie King!Smoothie King!

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this 

$1.99
ANGEL FOOD

FREE SMOOTHIE
PURCHASE ANY MEDIUM OR LARGE 
SMOOTHIE AND GET A FREE SMALL
Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at this 
location. Not good with any other offer. One Coupon 
per person, Per Visit, Per Day, Per Family. Some 
restrictions may apply. Exp. 3/8/17

75

Eldorado 
Pkwy.

$5
Medium

Smoothies
Every

Friday!

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY
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2741 Virginia Parkway #700
1/2 mile west of North Central Expressway

WE DELIVER (limited area)

214-592-0772
online ordering at

marcos.com

1 Large Specialty  
Pizza and 1 Large 
1 Topping Pizza

Subs • Salads • Desserts

$21.99 Offer expires
3/8/17.  
Coupon code 
HD2268

2 Medium 1  
Toppings, Cheezy 
Bread and a 2 Ltr

$20.99 Offer expires
3/8/17.    
Coupon code 
HD188

XLARGE 
2 Topping Pizza

$12.99 Offer expires
3/8/17.   
Coupon code 
HD26

Virginia Pkwy.

Jordan Rd.

75

Best of McKinney 
2015 

Pizza Restaurant

Gluten Free Crust N
ow A

va
ila

bl
e

Cerakote • Retail Gun Sales • We Repair All Models of Firearms

214.856.3976

1971 UNIVERSITY BUSINESS DR.
SUITE 109 | MCKINNEY, TX

www.1911academy.com 

10% 
OFF PARTS
when you mention this ad

Training:
license to carry (LTC)

Build Your Own AR

N. Custer Rd. 

E. University Dr. 
380

Coit Rd.

FM
 5312

U-HAUL

$7.00 
OFF
A $50 or 

larger basket.
McKinney Store Only

Buy 2 Gourmet 
Cookies, Get 2 

FREE
McKinney Store Only

972-569-8383
2001 Central Circle, #107, McKinney

cookiesinbloom.com

3/8/17 3/8/17

214-865-6598

307 S. McDonald St. • Suite 500 A • McKinney, TX 75069
www.StormGuard-McKinney.com

CALL TODAY!

STORM DAMAGE REPAIR IN NORTH TEXAS

FREE 
INSPECTION

Must present coupon. 
Expires 3/8/17.

$100 OFF 
AN UPGRADE

Applies to complete 
projects. Call for details. 

Must present coupon. 
Expires 3/8/17.

PROPERTY DAMAGE INSPECTION  |  ROOFING  |  SIDING  |  WINDOWS 
GUTTERS  |  PAINTING  |  EMERGENCY TARPING
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Free
order of 

Chile con Queso 
With food purchase. 

Expires 3/8/17

WEDNESDAY 
ALL DAY HAPPY HOUR

$2 Beer/Margaritas
$3 Top Shelf Margaritas

 Chile Relleno

Filete San Miguel

Tacos Al Carbon

Fish and Shrimp al Ajillo

Plus All Your Tex-Mex 
Favorites!

506 W. University Dr. | (972) 548-2345 | sanmiguelgrillmex.com
Mon-Thu: 11:00 - 9:00 | Fri-Sat: 11:00 - 10:00 | Sunday: Closed 380

N
. 
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Featuring traditional 
mexican dishes

We buy, sell, and trade pre-owned Apple® devices!
Same Day Service • Repairs and Upgrades While You Wait

10% OFF
ANY REPAIR OR IN-STOCK 

ITEM UP TO $50
Cannot be combined with other offers. Must 

present coupon to redeem. Expires 3/31/2017

2960 Eldorado Pkwy. #25  
McKinney, Tx 75070 • (469) 714.4014

Ha
rd

in
 B

lv
d.

Eldorado Pkwy.

75

The use of Apple Inc.’s trademarks does not represent an affiliation with, or endorsement or  
sponsorship by Apple Inc. of Experimac. Apple® is a registered trademark of Apple Inc.

Check out our website and Facebook page for our  
inventory and specials www.experimac.com/mckinney-tx

www.facebook.com/ExperimacMcKinney

Show your 
Mac some 

love!

Expires  3/8/17

FREE
bagel with 

cream cheese
with purchase of any 

bagel of equal or greater 
value

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
3/4/2017.

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
3/4/2017.

FREE
combo 

(chips & large 
fountain soda)

with any lunch sandwich 
purchase

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
3/4/2017.

10% 
OFF

any purchase
of $10 or more

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
3/4/2017.

FREE
breakfast  
sandwich

with purchase of 3 
breakfast sandwiches of 

equal or greater value

5100 W. Eldorado Pkwy., Ste. 104
McKinney • 972-540-7707

www.bennysbagels.com

McKinney’s Best Bagels!

Catering available!
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happy
$1.99
any grande 

specialty beverage 
hot or iced only • upgrades available

AHEEEHAPMLFPHPAHEEEHA
BNFFFNBPADAGAPBNFFFNB
HJEGGBFIPAGNDNHCEFAKL
MFNNFFEHCNECICIIHFILK
APBBBPAPBJBNDNPNLBKHP
HHHHHHHPHHPHPHPHPHPHP
CODE 111714

945 W Stacy Rd
Allen, TX 75013

Expires 2/28/17. Applies to hot or iced favorite lattes, tea
lattes and hot chocolates. Good at this location only.
Coupon must be printed out. Not good with any other
offer, including BIGGBY® loyalty card programs. For
franchise information visit biggby.com.

happy

specialty beverage
hot or iced only 

ExExE pirerer sese 2/
lattttt es and
Coupon m
offfff efef r,r,r incl
franchise

945 W. Stacy Rd.
Allen, TX 75013

D I N E - I N  |  T A K E - O U T  |  C A T E R I N G

6 7 1 0  V i r g i n i a  P k w y  # 2 3 0,  M c K i n n e y,  T X  7 5 0 7 1
(4 6 9)  2 47- 0 0 8 3  |  s a l i s i t a l i a n . c o m

Tu e s -S u n d a y  ·  1 1 A M – 9 P M  (c l o s e d  M o n d a y)

Family owned and operated

 G i a n t  S l i c e  o f  P i z z a  w i t h 
o n e  t o p p i n g  w i t h  S a l a d 

a n d  D r i n k

 $ 5 . 9 5 

Lunch Special

B u y  a  l a r g e  p i z z a 

g e t  o n e  F R E E
* To p p i n g s  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t

B O G O

Virginia Pkwy.

Sto
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B Y O B  ( n o  c o r k i n g  f e e )

Donate your gently used items 
today & help end poverty housing!

Shop | Donate | Volunteer

Gently used furniture & 
appliances, plus building 

materials & supplies

SHOP, DONATE & VOLUNTEER IN 2017!

(972) 548-9112
www.McKinneyReStore.com

2060 Couch Dr., McKinney 75069
Tues-Sat 9am-6pm Eldorado Pkwy

NCo
uc
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r

5

Call or Text for a FREE 
scheduled pick-up (214) 598-0090

25% OFF 
Any Single  

Regularly-Priced Item
Restore - McKinney

One coupon per person per month. No 
reproductions accepted. Not good on 

special orders. Expires 2/28/17.
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www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com

McKinney
2950 Craig Drive #200 • McKinney, Texas

972.984.7155
McKinney@hccenter.com

Hours: 10am–6pm M–Sat • 12pm–5pm Sundays

IS ONLY PART OF THE FUN!
Find Unique, hard to find, one of a kind items and more

AT CONSIGNMENT PRICING
In business since 1994 with18 locations including 

San Antonio, Austin, Bee Cave & Woodlands in Houston

DISCOVERY...
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*Excludes staircases.  Sale pricing cannot be combined with any other offer,  coupon or discount and does not include tax. 
Installed prices do not include take-up or trim.  **See store for details on qualifying purchases for FREE iRobot Roomba.

0% Interest Financing Available!

469-287-1945
8810 Lebanon Road, Frisco

Open Monday - Sunday

FREE iRobot Roomba with qualifying purchase!**

*Excludes staircases.  Sale pricing cannot be combined with any other offer,  coupon or discount and does not include tax. 
Installed prices do not include take-up or trim.  **See store for details on qualifying purchases for FREE iRobot Roomba.

New Name Brand Styles In Stock!Tile that looks like wood!

$7.99
Per Square Foot

INSTALLED!*

Pr
es

to
n 

Rd
.

Lebanon Rd.

DNT
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Hopefully!


