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Additional parking, enhanced trolley system, relocated ice rink expected to improve conditions

Township board approves $2.5 million reserve, considering new study for 2017

Township, county working to alleviate Town Center traffic

BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

Combined with bustling offices and holiday season 
festivities, the convergence of commuters to The Wood-
lands Town Center has often created transportation, 
parking and traffic dilemmas around the holidays.

“Town Center is one of the most popular retail dis-
tricts in the area,” said Charles Cobb, Montgomery 
County Precinct 3 traffic operations manager. “When 
you combine this type of commercial or entertainment 
activity with our daily population, it creates a unique 
traffic pattern.”

Market Street Marketing Director Noemi Gonzalez said 
she has seen an increase in Town Center traffic this holi-
day season beginning the week of Thanksgiving. 

“When people come to Town Center, they kind of 
already know they’re going to have to wait for parking 
and that traffic is going to be bad,” Gonzalez said. “But 
people have to get their holiday shopping done, so I 
really don’t think the traffic has a negative impact on 
our businesses.” 

However, Montgomery County and The Woodlands 
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Incorporation planning gains momentum
BY MARIE LEONARD

INSIDE 50

The Woodlands Township board of directors is beginning the planning process to become a city, although no timeline for incorporation has been determined. 



2 Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com



The Woodlands edition • December 2016 3

We’re redefining rehabilitation on a national scale.
Once again, U.S.News & World Report has recognized us for our exceptional rehabilitative services.  

This marks the 27th consecutive year we have been designated as one of “America’s Best Hospitals.”  

We’re especially proud of our affiliated physicians, employees and volunteers. It’s their  

commitment to restoring lives that has made this distinction possible. 

Learn more about what being #2 can mean for you. Visit TIRR.memorialhermann.org

TIRR is a registered trademark of TIRR Foundation.

#2 IN THE NATION
AND BEST IN TEXAS
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This holiday season, give yourself the gift of wonderful wooded seclusion. 
With an exclusive Equestrian Center, estates on 1-7+ acre homesites,
and a Lodge perfect for gathering together and creating holiday memories, 
a custom home in Willowcreek Ranch is sure to make the top of any wish list.

Schedule a tour today and discover Life Unbridled! 

U N W R A P  T H E  G O O D  L I F E 
 A T  Willowcreek Ranch.

19744 Telge Road
Tomball, Texas 77377

#WillowcreekRanch
281-351-1900
WillowcreekRanchTX.com

068-239 Community Impact December_MECH.indd   1 11/14/16   11:22 AM
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During this wonderful holiday season, 
my wish is we pause during the hustle 
and bustle to reflect on all for which we 
are thankful. 

To me, a few things come to mind:
• This community. It is hard to imagine 

a better place to live, work, learn and 
play. Our community is filled with pas-
sionate people who care so much about 
the well-being of The Woodlands, Oak 
Ridge North and Shenandoah. Every 
day, I feel—and see—that love from vol-
unteers, educators, community leaders 
and business owners. 

• This year. Although challenges existed, 
so much was accomplished in 2016 in 
our community. The health care market 
continued to boom with new major 

hospitals, facilities and opportunities, 
and we saw many new local businesses 
open. 

• This newspaper. I hope we exceeded 
your expectations in bringing you rel-
evant, unbiased, timely and entertain-
ing news each and every month. We 
launched a new format last month with 
a handful of new features. We have also 
been working to evolve and grow our 
website, and we built a printing facility 
where we now print this newspaper.
There is much to be thankful for and 

proud of. Here’s a cheer to a great year 
and a prosperous 2017. May your holiday 
season be filled with laughter, joy and the 
love of family and friends. 

The Impacts section on Page 6—detailing busi-
nesses now open or coming soon to The Wood-
lands—is one of the most popular sections with our 
readers. 

Although many new business owners contact us 
directly when they are planning to open, the major-
ity of our listings are gathered by our eight team 
members. 

On a monthly basis, we split up into teams and 
drive around The Woodlands area looking for leads 
on new businesses. Our three reporters then follow 
up and call each new business to verify the infor-
mation you see in print today. We also include one-, 
five-, 10- and 25-year anniversary celebrations for 
local businesses. 

None of our editorial content, including the 
Impacts section, is paid for, and it is kept separate 
from advertising. Our staff is always happy to receive 
new suggestions from our readers and consider 
requests from businesses, so feel free to email us at 
wdlnews@communityimpact.com.
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Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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personalized styling complete with clothing, 
shoes and accessories. 713-284-8283. 
www.cakewalkstyleshop.com

5  The Mercy House, a fair trade store, 
opened Nov. 5 at 5814 FM 1488, Magno-
lia. The market offers fair trade products, 
such as clothing, home decor, jewelry and 
seasonal gift items, made by artisans from 
around the world. Profits go toward helping 
individuals get out of poverty. The Mercy 
House fully funds two maternity homes in 
Kenya. 832-652-3762.  
mercyhouseglobal.org/

6  Shannon Hudkins and Robann Roberts 
held a grand opening event for their new 
business, Steel Magnolia Metal Art 
Printing, on Nov. 5 at 33418 Lago Vista Real, 
Magnolia. The studio offers wall art made 
from photographs brought in by custom-
ers that are infused onto metal. It also has 
a gallery of premade pieces available for 
purchase. 832-521-5998.  
www.steelmagnoliametalart.com

7  AT&T opened a new store in The Wood-
lands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, 
Ste. 2038, The Woodlands, in November. 
The store carries AT&T phones and other 
electronic devices. www.att.com

8  Lindsey and Collin Lowery held a grand 
opening Nov. 19 for Pump’d Nutrition, lo-
cated at 33418 Egypt Lane, Ste. D, Magnolia. 
The franchise health store features 20 types 
of all-natural, nutritional smoothies as well 
as various supplements, protein bars, sea-
sonings and other nutritional food options. 
Prepackaged Icon meals are also available 
for order. Pump’d Nutrition has 15 locations 
in Texas and California. 346-248-5505. 
www.facebook.com/pumpdnutrition15

9  Churrascos, a steak and seafood 
restaurant based on South American 
culinary traditions, opened Nov. 19 at 
21 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands. The 
restaurant replaced Americas, and both are 
owned by Cordua Restaurants corporation. 
Churrascos offers lunch and dinner menu 
options, including salads, tacos, sandwich-
es, chicken, steak, ribs and fresh fish.  
281-367-1492. www.churrascos.com 

COMING SOON

10  Suitsupply will open in February in 

NOW OPEN

1  Realty ONE Group had its soft opening 
Nov. 22 at 2400 FM 1488, Conroe. The real 
estate company helps customers buy and 
sell homes by providing experienced real 
estate agents. The Conroe location will be 
the company’s first office in Montgomery 
County. The Conroe office will have its grand 
opening Jan. 19. 936-851-7011.  
www.realtyonegroup.com

2  L’atelier De Beaute had its soft open-
ing Nov. 21 at 1950 Hughes Landing Blvd., 
Ste. 1200, The Woodlands. The skin care spa 
employs Biologique Recherche techniques 
from France in its skin care services and also 
offers laser treatments, body contouring 
and cosmetic injections. The grand opening 
for the spa will be held in December. 
281-771- 5569.  
www.latelierdebeaute.com

3  Best in Class Education Center The 
Woodlands-Alden Bridge opened in 
October at 3600 FM 1488 Road, Ste. 140, 
Conroe. The tutoring center offers tutoring 
services for math, reading and writing, SAT 
test prep and private tutoring services.  
936-333-6839. www.bestinclass.com

4  Cakewalk Style Shop in Market Street 
at 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 450, The Wood-
lands, opened Nov. 11. Cakewalk offers 
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· Investment Management

· Asset Protection

· Business Succession Planning

· Estate Planning

· Trust Management

· Charitable Giving

· Comprehensive Financial Planning

Two Hughes Landing
1790 Hughes Landing, Suite 350

The Woodlands, Texas 77380

832.585.0110
www.hfgwm.com

Please call today for your complimentary, second opinion service.
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Market Street at 9595 Six Pines Drive, The 
Woodlands. The clothing store sells men’s 
suits, jackets, outerwear, knitwear, shirts, 
trousers and shoes.  
us.suitsupply.com/en_US/home

11  Sub Zero Ice Cream and Yogurt will 
open at 6606 FM 1488, Ste. 110, Magnolia, 
in the Market at 1488 in late December or 
early January. The liquid nitrogen ice-cream 
chain offers made-to-order ice cream from a 
variety of flavors and mix-ins. The chain uses 
the science of cryogenics to freeze ice cream 
instantly. Customers choose the cream and 
the combination of flavors and mix-ins—
fruit, candy, nuts or baked goods—and then 
watch as the ice cream is frozen with liquid 
nitrogen.  
www.facebook.com/subzeromagnolia

12  The Brooklyn Cafe will open a second 
location at 6606 FM 1488, Ste. 100, Magno-
lia, in the Market at 1488 in January. The cafe 
offers freshly made simple and gourmet  
bagels, hand-whipped gourmet cream 
cheeses, sandwiches, soups, salads, 
desserts and coffee. The cafe’s first site, 
which opened in 1994, is located at 4774 W. 
Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands.  
www.thebrooklyncafe.com

RENOVATIONS

13  1252 Tapas Bar & Kitchen—formerly 
1252 Tapas Bar—located in Market Street at 
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 670, The Wood-
lands, closed for three weeks beginning  
Oct. 31 for renovations. With a new name, 
tagline and a more modern food and drink 
menu, the restaurant places emphasis on 
the dining experience while serving small 
plates and craft cocktails. The eatery held a 
soft reopening Nov. 17 and offered a limited 
menu until the full menu became available 
Dec. 5. 281-419-1260.  
www.1252tapasbar.com

RELOCATIONS

14  State Farm-April Roberts will relocate 
in December from 25915 I-45 N., Ste. F, 
The Woodlands, to 1525 Lake Front Circle, 
Ste. 4, The Woodlands. The insurance firm 
offers auto, home, renters, condo and life 
insurance. www.aprilroberts.com

ANNIVERSARIES

15  Hughes & Cozad Orthodontics cele-
brated its 15th anniversary in November at 
10393 Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands. 
Drs. Todd Hughes and Ben Cozad provide 
orthodontics services using Invisalign, Sure-
Smile and the Damon System for patients 
of all ages. Hughes & Cozad Orthodontics 
opened a second location at 1100 Rayford 
Road, Ste. 400, Spring, in 2009.  
281-681-1118. www.hughescozadortho.com

16  Scogin Aire Mechanical Inc. celebrat-
ed its fifth anniversary in November at 4330 
FM 1488, The Woodlands. The business 
offers H-VAC repairs and installations, heat-
ing repairs and installations for commercial 
and residential customers in The Woodlands 
area. 936-788-1414. www.scoginaire.com

17  Macaron by Patisse celebrated its one-
year anniversary in November at  
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 1775, The 
Woodlands. The French boutique has more 
than 20 macaron choices. 832-974-1622. 
www.macaronbypatisse.com

18  Dosey Doe Big Barn celebrated its 
10th anniversary in October at 25911 I-45 
N., The Woodlands. The live music venue, 
restaurant and bar seats up to 120 people, 
offering three-course meals and intimate 
musical performances. 281-367-3774.  
www.doseydoe.com

SCHOOL NOTE

During a Nov. 28 public forum, Conroe ISD 
officials presented proposed attendance  
rezoning options for the district’s new 
elementary, intermediate and high schools, 
slated to open in the current Oak Ridge 
feeder zone over the next two years. As 
potential attendance zone boundaries are 
redrawn, students in the Legends Ranch, 
Legends Run and Legends Trace area could 
be split up when they reach high school. 
Visit communityimpact.com for more infor-
mation and to see the proposed rezoning 
maps.

 COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP, BETH 
MARSHALL, HANNAH ZEDAKER

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com.
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NOW OPEN — DANCE WITH ME

Dance With Me opened Nov. 28 at 1501 Lake Robbins Drive, Ste. 160, The Woodlands. 
Founded by “Dancing With the Stars” cast members Maksim Chmerkovskiy, Valentin 
Chmerkovskiy and Tony Dovolani, the studio offers various dance instruction classes 
for all ages. At Dance With Me, dancers can take private lessons, group classes and 
dance fitness classes as well as participate in showcases and competitions.  
832-777-7200. www.dancewithmeusa.com

Like us on facebook

281-465-0700
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

20% -50% OFF
Every rug in the store

1590 Lake Woodlands Dr. 77380
At the Pinecroft Center

Expert Rug Cleaning & Repair

Decorate your 
home for the 

Holidays
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ready
At Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands, 
we’re bringing expert pediatric care closer 
than ever before.

Outpatient services are now open, with inpatient
care and the Emergency Center opening April
2017. From asthma and allergies to sports medicine
and speech therapy, we’re ready to serve you
with more than 20 highly sought-after specialty
clinics. Call today to make an appointment and
enjoy the convenience of world-class pediatric
care, right in your neck of the woods.

For more information, call 936-267-5000 or 
visit texaschildrens.org/woodlands.

Outpatient services NOW OPEN
Inpatient & Emergency Center OPEN APRIL 2017

© 2016 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WLD068_082216

WLD068_ad_opening_CIN.qxp_Layout 1  8/30/16  6:18 PM  Page 1
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NOW OPEN

1  Snuggles and Hugs Active Dog 
Camp opened Dec. 5 at 26781 Hanna 
Road, Oak Ridge North. The business 
boasts safe off-leash play groups with a 
dog-to-staff member ratio of no more than 
6-to-1. Play groups are organized by dog 
size, energy level, activity preference and 
play style, making Snuggles and Hugs 
unique compared to traditional kennels.  
936-443-3215. www.activedogcamp.com

2  Franchisee and local owner Leo 
Gilmore opened a location of Handyman 

Matters at 8750 Fawn Trail, Ste. A-4, Con-
roe, on Oct. 3. Handyman Matters services 
Montgomery County and provides home 
improvement, remodeling and repairs to 
residential homes and commercial busi-
nesses. 936-235-2883.  
www.handymanmatters.com/the 
woodlands

3  Panera Bread opened Oct. 17 at 
3548 Rayford Road, Spring. The cafe and 
bakery specializes in sandwiches, soups, 
salads, flatbreads and fresh-baked goods. 
The eatery also offers hot and cold-brewed 
coffee and tea. 281-907-0211.  
www.panerabread.com
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COMING SOON

4  The Work Lodge-Havenwood will 
open in early March at 25700 I-45 N., The 
Woodlands. The modern office facility 
offers fiber-based high-speed internet, free 
coffee, conference rooms, private offices 
and offers both individual and compa-
ny-based membership plans. The Work 
Lodge is preselling office space with special 
promotional prices and will host an open 
house revealing plans for the Havenwood 
location Dec. 13 at the Vintage Park facility. 
844-967-5563.  
www.theworklodge.com/havenwood

RELOCATIONS

5  The Sally Beauty Supply store in the 
Portofino Shopping Center relocated this 
fall to a new building in the same shopping 
center. The new address is 19075 I-45 S., 
Ste. 750, Shenandoah. The beauty shop 
specializes in makeup, nail polish, hair 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

 COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP,  
BETH MARSHALL, HANNAH ZEDAKER

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com.
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NOW OPEN — PGA TOUR SUPERSTORE

PGA Tour Superstore celebrated its grand opening Nov. 12 at 19075 I-45 S., Ste. 105, 
Shenandoah. The store, located in Portofino Shopping Center, carries everything re-
lated to the games of golf and tennis and hosts free clinics and golf lessons for athletes 
of all ages at the store’s indoor driving range. The store’s certified experts can also do 
custom club fittings and club repairs. 832-616-4400. www.pgatoursuperstore.com/
woodlands

care, skin care, salon equipment and gifts. 
936-273-4703. www.sallybeauty.com

RENOVATIONS

6  Old Navy will celebrate its grand re-
opening in January in the Portofino Shop-
ping Center at 19075 I-45 N., Shenandoah, 
after undergoing extensive renovations. 
The store is now half the size it was before 
renovations and has a more modern look 
and feel. 936-271-0818. 
www.oldnavy.com

ANNIVERSARIES

7  Home Consignment Center cele-
brated its one-year anniversary in Novem-
ber at 27820 I-45 N., Oak Ridge North. 
The store offers a wide variety of new 
and slightly used furniture, such as sofas, 
chairs, dining sets, bedroom sets, artwork 
and patio furniture. 281-367-0420. 
www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com
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Use your vision benefits before you  
lose them at the end of the year!

• Adult and pediatric 
comprehensive eye exams

• Contact lens fittings
• Open 7 days a week
• Accepting outside glasses 

prescriptions

Call to schedule your appointment today!

Tel: 832-225-1150  |  Email: info@focusopticaltw.com  |  Website: www.focusopticaltw.com

NOW OPEN
in Hughes Landing

          Lake Woodlands Dr.
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.Lake Front Cir.

1925 Hughes Landing, Suite 600
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(ACROSS FROM STARBUCKS)

ACCEPTING MANY INSURANCES: 
VSP • EyeMed • Spectera • Avesis 

please call for others

FRAME LINES WE CARRY: Tom Ford • DITA • Lindberg • Prada
          Tory Burch • RayBan • Kid’s Frames

NMap not to scale
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A  fter repeatedly receiving 
compliments on her personal 

style, Pamela Sofola decided to share 
her fashion secrets with The Wood-
lands community by opening Armario 
De La Bella in 2013. 

Armario De La Bella, which trans-
lates to “the beautiful closet,” is a 
boutique specializing in unique pieces 
from around the world. The clothing 
store originally began in 2011 when 
Sofola left her life as an accountant 
to began hosting trunk shows around 
the U.S. 

After enjoying success with trunk 
shows, Sofola opened a pilot store 
in Oak Ridge North in 2013 before 
relocating 18 months later to its 
permanent location in the Village of 
Creekside Park. 

“[Fashion] is my passion, so I 
decided to follow it,” Sofola said. “I 
try to get unique pieces that you can 
wear over and over again. I don’t really 
follow trends because when people 
buy something, I want them to be able 
to wear it again and again and still get 
that ‘wow’ factor.”  

The boutique carries women’s 
clothing sizes 0-16, juniors sizes and 
children’s clothing sizes newborn-16. 
In addition to clothing, Armario De 
La Bella also offers casual footwear, 
handbags, home decor, jewelry, gifts, 
Christian books and inspirational 
items. 

“I truly believe you don’t have to 
spend a million dollars to look like a 
million dollars—it’s just in the way 
you put outfits together,” Sofola said. 
“So I try to stock the store with items 
at various price points so that every-
body can shop in the store. It’s not 
just for people who can afford very 
expensive items; everybody can buy 
something from the store and feel they 
got a good deal.” 

Sofola said prices in the store can 
range anywhere from $10 to $500, and 
the majority of the items Armario De 
La Bella carries are from international 
markets in Spain, Italy and France.  

The boutique only offers a few of each 
item. 

“We also have things from New 
York City and California, but my goal 
is to make it an international store 
that has things from every corner of 
the world,” Sofola said. “Eventually 
I want to have free trade items that I 
buy from locals who don’t have access 
to global markets.” 

In addition to bringing items to 
her boutique from around the world, 
Sofola is also committed to helping 
the community. 

“One thing that’s very important 
and dear to my heart is giving back 
to society,” she said. “So 10 percent 
of my profits go to nonprofits and 
charitable organizations to give back 
and help the less fortunate. When 
customers shop here, they know it’s 
for a worthy cause.” 

Some of the nonprofit organizations 
and charities Armario De La Bella sup-
ports include Adonai Ministries and 
Restore A Child, both Christian organi-
zations based in Maryland. Recently, 
Sofola also participated as a vendor in 
the annual iGoPink event, and she has 
plans to expand her charitable contri-
butions to local Montgomery County 
organizations in the future. 

Although Armario De La Bella does 
not carry men’s clothing, Sofola said 
that may be something she considers 
adding in the boutique’s future. Addi-
tionally, Sofola said she hopes to build 
a second location, although she is not 
sure where. 

The boutique also offers personal-
ized styling consultations and places 
great emphasis on providing quality 
customer service.

“When I was a university student, I 
worked at a Macy’s in Atlanta,” Sofola 
said. “I remember every time we had 
a customer, we had to take down their 
information and write a personalized 
note to say, ‘Thank you for shopping 
here’—they don’t do that any more.”

To ensure Armario De La Bella does 
not lose its personal touch, Sofola 
makes her customers a top priority. 

“Customers like to have a personal 
touch because it makes them feel spe-
cial,” she said. “So that’s what we do 
at Armario De La Bella, and that’s why 
we have customers that keep coming 
back.” 

Armario De La Bella
‘The  beautiful closet’ brings international 
fashion to Village of Creekside Park 

BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

Armario De La Bella

26400 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. C-160, 
The Woodlands 

281-516-2352 

www.armariodelabella.com 

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Sun. noon-5 p.m. 
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1: Armario De La Bella carries women’s clothing sizes 0-16. 2: The boutique’s jewelry 
comes from Paris. 3: The shop also sells boys and girls clothing, sizes infant-16.           
4: Melissa Martinez has been the store manager at Armario De La Bella since 2013. 

BUSINESS FEATURE

Armario De La Bella owner Pamela 
Sofola strives to bring fashion “from 
every corner of the world.” These are 
just a few of the boutique’s international 
items:

• Athletic wear - Brazil and Canada
• Children’s wear - Spain
• Women’s wear - Spain, Turkey, 

Italy, London, New York City and Los 
Angeles

• Jewelry - Paris
• Alligator wallets and purses - 

South Africa

AROUND THE WORLD

“I TRULY BELIEVE YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO SPEND A MILLION 
DOLLARS TO LOOK LIKE A 
MILLION DOLLARS.”

— PAMELA SOFOLA, ARMARIO DE LA BELLA OWNER



12 Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com

3470601_19527

8.625x11.125

4c

Enjoy the season.

Wishing you all the joy and peace of the holidays.  
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M   ost products sold in New 
Danville Store in Market Street 

are handmade by special needs adults 
in Willis. 

Store owner Kathy Sanders founded 
New Danville, a nonprofit, self-sustain-
ing, master-planned community  
10 years ago in Willis where adults with 
intellectual and developmental disabil-
ities can live, learn, work and grow. 

“We have 100 individuals who come 
to New Danville daily, but not all of 
them want to nor [do they] have the 
ability to actually be in the manufac-
turing and the production [business],” 
Sanders said. “Out of the 100, I would 
say 50 percent have the ability and 
desire to want to learn and make  
a product and work.”

Some popular products sold in the 
store include teas, vanilla extract, bath 
products and food packages like cake 
mixes, Sanders said. 

“About 90 percent of all the products 
in [the store] we do make in Willis,” 
Sanders said. “There’s a few things we 
don’t make that we think complement 
our products. For example, we package 
all of our baking mixes, but we don’t 
make the [baking pans]. We purchase it 
to go with it. We package all of our teas, 
but then we purchase teapots and tea 
accessories.”

Sanders founded the New Danville 
community when her special needs 
son, Jimmy, had a difficult time main-
taining a job despite having the ability 

and desire to work. 
“After he graduated from high 

school, he had a lot of problems out 
there trying to find the right fit for 
him,” Sanders said. “It’s hard with spe-
cial needs [people] because they want 
to work, but in most jobs, they can’t 
keep up with a worker who doesn’t 
have disabilities. What we find is kind 
of a roller coaster. They get excited 
about finding a job, and then they get 
on the job and it doesn’t work out.”

Sanders began researching local 
resources her son might turn to only 
to find out there was nothing close by 
that fit his needs, she said. 

“I was challenged by someone who 
said, ‘You’re just going to have to build 
it then,’” Sanders said. “It took about 
six months to develop the business 
plan. I already had the background in 
raising someone with special needs, 
and I had done many things in my 
adult career that helped me toward 
building a community.”

Prior to starting New Danville, 
Sanders was the general contractor 
for building her own home. Addition-
ally, she was a volunteer supervisor 
at a hospital where she recruited and 
trained volunteers. Her background 
was in food manufacturing, so she 
knew the New Danville residents 
would be able to make prepackaged 
food to sell. 

Once New Danville was up and run-
ning, Sanders made sure there was a 

space for the special needs adults who 
were able to work.

“We had been making products for 
several years, but we didn’t really have 
a place to market it,” Sanders said. 
“We tried at one time at our outlet store 
in Conroe, which is Jazzy Junque, but 
products just didn’t go well there.”

Sanders happened to meet the 
general manager of Market Street at 
an event, and they struck up a conver-
station about the possibility of New 
Danville Store coming to the shopping 
destination.  

New Danville Store originally opened 
last fall in a different Market Street 
storefront. The store’s existing location, 
which opened in June in an area with 
more foot traffic, is where Sanders 
hopes to keep the business perma-
nently, she said. 

“It was just—what I call—one of 
those miracles in life that you never 
expect is going to happen, and there 
it was,” Sanders said. “I’ve always 
wanted to be at Market Street—just 
didn’t think we could ever afford it.”

One hundred percent of New Dan-
ville Store’s proceeds benefit the New 
Danville community, and the store is 
operated by volunteers 99 percent of 
the time, she said. 

“Most of them are parents, but we 
have a lot volunteers from the com-
munity who want to come and help,” 
Sanders said. “We’re always looking 
for new volunteers.”

BY BETH MARSHALL 1: Store owner Kathy Sanders (center) 
stands with her senior management 
team at New Danville’s Life Enrichment 
Center. 2: Special needs adults at New 
Danville in Willis hand-make wooden 
Christmas trees. 3: The store mostly 
features gift items made by special 
needs adults along with some addition-
al things to complement those items.

New Danville Store

9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1150,  
The Woodlands

281-771-5255

www.newdanville.org

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m., 
Sun. noon-6 p.m.

New Danville Store
Local business helps special needs adults thrive
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BUSINESS FEATURE

NEW DANVILLE STORE 
HANDMADE ITEMS
New Danville Store in Market Street offers 
various handmade items crafted by special 
needs adults. Year-round items include:  

Baking mixes

Teas

Vanilla extract

Bath products 
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www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

281.363.2500
Our agents are uniquely certifi ed and trained to 

assist in relocating you or your loved ones
Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC
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D   eborah Miner opened Wicked 
Core in October and has since 

offered a workout that is high 
intensity, low impact and effective for 
all fitness levels.

“I started out for 20 years in the 
corporate world,” Miner said. “I was 
looking for something different and a 
friend told me about a Lagree method 
studio. I took a class in downtown 
Houston and fell in love with it.”

Miner said the Lagree method, 
which is the main concept of the new 
studio on Rayford Road in the mas-
ter-planned community of Harmony 
in Spring, integrates the key elements 
of resistance and counter-resistance 
in a sequence that allows for peri-
ods of zero gravity at peak muscle 
contraction. 

Participants who take classes at 
Wicked Core use the Megaformer 
M3S machine, which strengthens the 
body, tones and elongates muscles, 
improves endurance and burns fat 
during a workout, Miner said. 

“The whole class is focused on 
the core,” Miner said. “It’s a low-im-
pact, high-intensity class, and you 
can do hundreds of exercises on the 
machine. We work the slow-twitch 
muscle fibers and it makes you shake 
while you work out but it’s stretching 
and toning your muscles—there’s no 
bulking.”

Miner said since opening day, the 
new studio has seen more and more 
people come in to try out the unique 
fitness class and express their love of 
the exercise.

“We’re seeing around 50 people a 
day,” she said. “It’s a challenge but 
you get stronger. The 5 a.m. class is 
full every day. It’s for all fitness levels 
and people feel better after a class.”

Wicked Core offers a variety of 
group classes and packages for 
customers to purchase as part of its 
opening special. Ten-class packages 
are available for $175, and a three-
month unlimited package is available 
for $199. 

For customers who are new to the 
Lagree method and using the Mega-
former M3S machine, an introduc-
tory class package is also available 
and consists of two classes. Private 
classes are also offered at the studio 
as well.

Although Miner opened Wicked 

BY ABIGAIL LOOP

1: Owner Deborah Miner opened Wicked Core on Rayford Road in October. 2: Aside from 
taking classes at the new studio, customers can also buy workout apparel. 3: Participants 
at Wicked Core use the Megaformer M3S machine during workouts as part of the Lagree 
method.

Wicked Core

3555 Rayford Road, Ste. 15, Spring

281-225-4108

www.wicked-core.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 5 a.m.-8 p.m., Friday 
5 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 8 a.m.-noon

Wicked Core
Lagree fitness studio on Rayford Road caters to all levels
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FIRST LOOK

GROUP CLASSES 
• Introductory class package: $30 

(two classes)
• 10 classes: $175 (opening special)
• Five classes: $125
• Monthly eight-class package: $168 

(per month)
• Three months unlimited: $199 

(opening special)
• One month unlimited: $299

PRIVATE CLASSES
• Single class: $90
• Six private classes: $480
• 12 private classes: $900

WICKED CORE PRICING

Core this fall, she said she is already 
planning for more Wicked Core loca-
tions in the future, especially near 
residential areas.

“The studio could be only five 
minutes away from people since they 
live near here,” Miner said. “Right 
now we have people coming from The 
Woodlands and Conroe, too. Every-
one loves it and they don’t have to be 
afraid to try it.”

WWW.JOHNCOOPER.ORG

Cooper’s youngest artists created the mural pictured at left that welcomes everyone to the 
Mitchell Lower School. If you are interested in learning more about our PK-12 college 
preparatory, independent school, we invite you to join us on campus for our annual 

Admission Open House. Administrators, faculty and students will answer questions about 
enrolling for the 2017-18 academic year and provide campus tours. 

Cooper is characterized by small classes, personal attention and innovative teaching.2017 OPEN HOUSE (GRADES 2-12)  SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 • 1 PM

From curiosity to wisdom
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I   lias and Maria Paragios moved to the U.S. from 
the island of Karpathos in Greece, nearly 40 

years ago and have since offered authentic Greek 
cuisine as part of their family-owned restaurant 
business. 

Maria said she and her husband first moved to 
Chicago from Karpathos and opened a restaurant 
there. After experiencing success in Chicago, the 
couple moved to Texas. Their restaurant, Gyros 
King, has been located on Hwy. 242 for seven years 
in a unique location in the small building in the 
used car lot, Omega Motors.

“We always see lots of customers come here; 
lots of takeout food is ordered too,” Maria said. 
“We serve authentic Greek food; my husband is 
the cook here. We’re small, and we do what we can 
with a small kitchen here. But our food is always 
made fresh daily and is authentic.”

Ilias, who said he learned how to cook the meals 
offered at the eatery from his mother in Greece, 
makes a variety of Greek dishes for customers, 
such as gyro plates and sandwiches, Greek salads, 
potato and rice, hummus, and Greek desserts like  
baklava. 

“Our gyro is the best quality,” Maria said. “It’s 
cooked right because [Ilias] knows how to do it. I 
like any kitchen if it’s a real kitchen. We’ve been 
raised and brought up on this kind of food.”

Maria said the authenticity and quality of the 
food at the eatery is what makes Gyros King so 
unique, since the food itself is a part of the cuisine 
found in the Paragios’ homeland in Greece. Ilias 

said the most popular dish customers usually order 
at the eatery is the gyro plate, which is a served 
with beef and lamb gyro meat, fresh oregano garlic 
oven potatoes, Greek rice, Greek salad and pita 
bread.

 The Greek salad, which is a popular side dish 
at the restaurant, is made with fresh tomatoes, 
onions, kalamata olives, lettuce, bell peppers, 
cucumbers and Greek olive oil dressing.

“You need to have the right ingredients and good 
quality food or you won’t make it as a [restaurant],” 
Maria said. “We’ve tried so many other [Greek] 
places, and it just wasn’t the same. It’s very rare to 
find authentic [cuisine].”

Customers can dine at Gyros King Tuesday 
through Saturday, with longer restaurant hours 
in the summer than the winter months. An open 
dining and seating space is available for customers 
after they place an order at the front of the restau-
rant.  However, for a couple of months out of the 
year, the restaurant remains closed for business 
while Maria and Ilias return to visit Greece.

“We close the restaurant for two months out of 
the year and go on vacation,” Maria said. “We just 
got back about a month ago from this year’s trip. 
We like to visit Greece every year.”

Although Maria and Ilias operate out of a small 
restaurant space, the owners still have no plans to 
expand their business in the future.

“We have no plans to expand; we just want more 
time for us,” Maria said. “We have been working 
for so long; it’s been almost 40 years.”

BY ABIGAIL LOOP

1: Owners Maria and Ilias Paragios opened Gyros King seven years ago on Hwy. 242 in Conroe. 2: The gyro plate 
($13.99), features beef and lamb gyro meat, fresh oregano garlic oven potatoes, Greek rice, Greek salad and pita bread. 
3: The Greek salad ($5.50) and hummus ($5.50) are two popular sides at the eatery. 4: Baklava ($2) is a dessert offered 
at Gyros King. 

Gyros King

8975 Hwy. 242, Conroe

936-266-0589

Hours: Tue.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m., closed Sundays and  
Mondays

Gyros King
Family-owned restaurant offers authentic Greek dishes
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DINING FEATURE

• BAKLAVA: A rich, sweet pastry made of layers of filo, 
which is a kind of dough, and then filled with chopped 
nuts, and sweetened and held together with syrup.

• TZATZIKI SAUCE: The sauce consists of strained 
yogurt mixed with cucumbers, garlic, salt, olive oil, 
red wine vinegar and dill.

• SOUVLAKI: A popular Greek fast food consisting 
of small pieces of meat and vegetables grilled on a 
skewer.

• HUMMUS: A food dip or spread made from cooked, 
mashed chickpeas or other beans, blended with 
tahini, olive oil, lemon juice, salt and garlic.

GREEK FOOD TERMS
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WHAT IF ONE DOCTOR 
COULD CONNECT YOU 
WITH THE EXPERTISE 
OF MANY?

At Houston Methodist, your primary care doctor collaborates 
with world-renowned specialists every day, bringing you 
wide-ranging medical expertise, personalized for you, with 
convenient locations and same-day appointments you can 
schedule online. Your health, your way — that’s how the 
highest ranked hospital in Texas puts you fi rst. 

Accepting most major insurance plans. Choose your doctor 
or schedule online at houstonmethodist.org/primarycare 
or call 713.394.6638. 
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All information on this page was updated as of  
11/28/16. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com.

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

ROAD EXPANSION

1  Kuykendahl Road bridge

A dual bridge will be built on Kuykendahl 
Road over Spring Creek in an effort to mit-
igate traffic congestion between Mont-
gomery and Harris counties. The project 
bid was awarded in June, and the notice to 
proceed was issued Oct. 10. Since then, a 

project office has been established, and 
construction is underway. The right of 
way clearing effort on the south side of 
Spring Creek is nearing completion, while 
the right of way clearing effort on the 
north side of Spring Creek began in early 
November. The scheduled completion 
date is May 17, barring any unforeseen 
circumstances beyond the contractor’s 
control. 

Timeline: early October-May 17 

Cost: $6 million 

Funding sources: The Woodlands Road 
Utility District No. 1, Montgomery County 
Precinct 3, Harris County Precinct 4 

2  Gosling Road bridge

Similar to the Kuykendahl Road bridge 
project, a dual bridge will be built on 
Gosling Road over Spring Creek. The 
project is a future joint participation 

effort between Harris County Precinct 
4, Montgomery County Precinct 3 and 
the Texas Department of Transportation. 
An engineering study and design effort 
will be implemented once Montgomery 
County has identified a funding source 
for its pro rata share of the costs, and a 
construction timeline will be established 
once all phases of project development 
have been planned. Harris County will 
request the project to be included in 
the Houston-Galveston Area Council’s 
Transportation Improvement Plan once 
the 2017 call for projects has been 
announced. After that, TxDOT funding for 
construction purposes will be in place. 

Timeline: TBA 

Cost: $7 million 

Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 
4, Montgomery County Precinct 3, TxDOT

RECENT UPDATES

In Texas, funding for new roads and 
maintenance comes from a number of 
sources, including fuel taxes and vehicle 
registration fees, according to the Texas 
Department of Transportation. These 
revenue streams make up the State 
Highway Fund—the fund TxDOT uses to 
pay for existing and new roadways.

However, because state and federal fuel 
taxes have not been raised since the early 

1990s, revenue from these sources has 
remained steady while road congestion 
costs have increased. 

Each year, Texas has a $5 billion shortfall 
for road maintenance and mobility 
improvements, according to TxDOT. 

In 2014 and 2015, Texas voters approved 
propositions 1 and 7, respectively, 
measures to transfer taxes paid by oil and 
gas production companies and general 

sales tax revenue from the state into the 
State Highway Fund. It is estimated the 
measures will transfer at least $4.2 billion 
annually to the fund, beginning with the 
2017-18 fiscal year. 

To bridge the rest of the gap, TxDOT 
and state legislators are considering 
other revenue sources in this upcoming 
legislative session, such as increasing the 
fuel tax or partnering with private entities.
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3  David Memorial Drive extension

This Shenandoah Municipal Development 
District project will extend David Memorial 
Drive from Shenandoah Park Drive to Hwy. 
242. Shenandoah City Council awarded the 
contract bids during its Sept. 28 meet-
ing for the project as well as for wetland 
mitigation efforts on the construction site. 
Construction on the extension began in 
October and is scheduled to be complete 
by February or March.

Timeline: October 2016-March 2017 

Cost: $2.3 million 

Funding sources: Shenandoah Municipal 
Development District 

4  Sawdust Road medians 

Montgomery County Precinct 3 created 
access management lanes on Sawdust Road 
between Grogans Mill Road and Borough 
Park Drive through the installation of medi-
ans. This was Phase 2 of a larger project to 
improve mobility along the Rayford-Sawdust 
Road corridor. Phase 1, which focused on 
creating access management lanes on Ray-
ford Road, began at the end of 2015. Both 
phases were completed in mid-November. 

Timeline: October-mid-November 

Cost: $15,000 

Funding sources: Montgomery County 
Precinct 3

5  Rayford Road widening

The Montgomery County Precinct 3 road 
bond project will widen Rayford Road 
from four to six lanes between Lazy Lane 
and the Grand Parkway. In addition, an 
overpass will be constructed over the Union 
Pacific Corp. railroad tracks. Precinct 3 is 
80 percent finished with the right of way ac-
quisition process and expects to complete 
that process by the end of December. The 
Montgomery County Engineering Office 
has reviewed 95 percent of design plans. 
Project bids will be solicited Dec. 19 and 
Dec. 27 and reviewed in mid-January. 

Timeline: early 2017-late 2019 

Cost: $60 million 

Funding sources: Montgomery County 
Precinct 3

5

BOROUGH 
PARK DR.

DAVID  
MEMORIAL DR.

4

1

2

3

HOW IT WORKS Why is there a State Highway Fund shortfall?
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2200 Lake Woodlands Dr.  |  The Woodlands, TX 77380  |  281.297.5900  

PROCLAIM GOD’S GREATNESS 
WITH US THIS CHRISTMAS
Bring your family and invite some friends to one 
of our 19 Christmas services, which run Sunday, 
December 18 through Christmas Day. We offer a 
variety of worship experiences to choose from:

• Traditional candlelight worship
• Special needs worship
• Casual / contemporary candlelight worship
• Worship for those who are grieving
• Children’s worship

There’s something wonderful for everyone 
this Christmas at The Woodlands United 
Methodist Church.

Find our full schedule of services and events at 
thewoodlandsumc.org/christmas

2330 FM 1488, Suite 200,
The Woodlands, TX 77384

For centuries, salt therapy has 
provided relief from asthma, 
bronchitis, allergies, eczema and many 
other breathing and skin conditions. 
The remedy is now in The Woodlands 
area. Salt Remedy is the salt therapy 
spa for children
and adults.

936-271-SALT (7258)
saltremedy.net

easier.Breathe
better.Feel

life.Enjoy

NOW
OPEN

Himalayan salt
lamps and gifts

now for sale.
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County official: Kuykendahl Road bridge 
on track for May completion date 
BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

Construction on a dual bridge over 
Spring Creek on Kuykendahl Road is 
expected to be complete by May 17, 
according to Harris County Precinct 4. 

The $6 million project is a joint effort 
by The Woodlands Road Utility District 
No. 1 and Montgomery and Harris 
counties to enhance traffic flow to and 
from the Village of Creekside Park. 

“This is one of the bottlenecks in 
the county,” Harris County Precinct 4 
Commissioner Jack Cagle said. “The 
Kuykendahl bridge is very important 
because, today, new homes in The 
Woodlands are being built along our 
Kuykendahl Road and Gosling Road 
stretches. In order to service our 
Creekside Park residents, we need to 
expand the bridge so the communities 
on both sides of the creek can con-
tinue to thrive.” 

Kuykendahl Road already has one 
two-lane, two-way bridge crossing 
Spring Creek. Once the second bridge 

is constructed, the existing bridge’s 
lanes will become northbound lanes 
and the new bridge will serve as the 
southbound connector. Both sections 
will have pedestrian accommodations. 

The original design of the bridge 
makes it difficult for residents of 
Timarron Lakes to turn left out of their 
neighborhood and onto Kuykendahl 
Road, said Nancy Becker, Creekside 
Park Village Association president. 

She said Kuykendahl and Gosling 
roads are key north-south roadways 
leading to the Grand Parkway.

 “The Woodlands is home to many 
corporations, and those employees 
use I-45, Gosling Road and Kuykend-
ahl Road to commute to and from 
work,” Becker said. “The bridge and 
roadway are overloaded during certain 
times of the day. The completion of 
this bridge and the roadway associ-
ated with it will expedite traffic flow 
and also make the bridge safer.” 

Similar design principles will be 

applied to Gosling Road to construct a 
dual bridge over Spring Creek. 

“The Creekside Park residents 
I have spoken with are concerned 
with the timeline of the Gosling Road 
bridge,” Becker said. “Currently, it is 
slated for several years away based on 
the information currently available to 
the public. The bridge and approach-
ing roadways need to be expedited.” 

The $7 million Gosling Road bridge 
project will also be funded by Harris 
County Precinct 4 and Montgomery 
County as well as the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation. A timeline for 
the project has not been identified as 
of press time.   

The Kuykendahl Road bridge project 
bid was awarded June 30, and the 

notice to proceed was issued Oct. 10, 
said Pamela Rocchi, director of Harris 
County Precinct 4 Capital Improve-
ments Division. Since then, an on-site 
project office has been established, 
and construction is underway.

The right of way clearing effort 
on the south side of Spring Creek is 
nearing completion, while the right of 
way clearing effort on the north side of 
Spring Creek began in November. 

The project extends roughly 5,100 
feet on Kuykendahl Road beginning 
north of Pine Plains Drive in Harris 
County and ending south of Flintridge 
Drive in Montgomery County. 

The project is on schedule to be 
completed May 17. The contract allows 
for 270 days for installation.

TRANSPORTATION BRIDGING the G A P
The Kuykendahl Road bridge is a dual bridge under construction over Spring Creek 
connecting Harris and Montgomery counties. In an effort to enhance traffic flow, a 
similar project is in the early stages of development on Gosling Road. 
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on THOUSANDS of Home Décor Accessories
including Lamps, Art & Mirrors.

MODEL HOMES
BLACK DOT
LIQUIDATION
on THOUSANDS of Home Décor Accessories
including Lamps, Art & Mirrors.
The more you buy
the more you save!
BOGO offer does not apply to furniture, rugs or seasonal 
items.  BUY ONE ITEM AT THE MARKED PRICE AND GET A 
SECOND ITEM OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE FOR FREE.  
Both items must be marked with a black BOGO sticker.  
BOGO sales cannot be combined with any other discount 
offer or coupon discount from MainStreet Furniture & 
Accessories.  All items subject to prior sale and all BOGO 
sales are final.
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MainStreet 
America

Mon - Sat  10 am - 6 pm
Sun 11 am - 6 pm

MainStreet Furniture
at MainStreet America
18750 Interstate 45
Spring, TX 77373

281.825.4491
mainstreetamerica.com
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Homeless youth population in 
Montgomery County on the rise
BY BETH MARSHALL

Officials in Montgomery 
County believe the number of 
homeless youth in the area is 
increasing. 

Montgomery County Youth 
Services helped 160 homeless 
children through its Commu-
nity Youth Outreach program 
in August—up from an average 
of 66 per month in 2015—and 
that number has remained 
steady this fall.

Although the nonprofit helps 
as many as possible, it is dif-
ficult to pinpoint the county’s 
exact population of homeless 
youth, CEO John Bracken said.  

“People ask me, ‘How 
many homeless kids are there 
in Montgomery County?,’” 
Bracken said. “The answer is, ‘I 
don’t know.’ The reason for that 
is most young people, particu-
larly under the age of 18, don’t 
want people to know they’re 
homeless because they’re 
afraid they’ll end up being in 
Child Protective Services.”

PINPOINTING THE PROBLEM

Most youth who become 
homeless are members of a 
dysfunctional family, Bracken 
said. This can include a family 
member struggling with sub-
stance abuse, or the child may 
struggle with substance abuse. 

In some cases, children have 
been kicked out of their homes 
after coming out as gay, les-
bian, bisexual or transgender. 

In other cases, young people 
can become homeless by aging 
out of the foster care system, 
Bracken said. 

“What we discovered in our 
work on the street outreach 
end, we were finding kids that 
were homeless—some were 
over 18, [and] some were under 
18,” Bracken said. “Some had 
aged out of foster care, and 
then at 18, the foster parent has 
no obligation to keep them. 
Some will keep them, but most 
of them say, ‘You’re on your 
own.’” 

Each year, 200-300 children 
in the Greater Houston area 
age out of foster care. Angel 
Reach, a nonprofit organiza-
tion in Montgomery County, 
is able to help about half of 
these individuals with housing 
and additional services, such 
as tending to mental health 
issues, finding employment 
or education opportunities, 
helping with debt and legal 
issues and providing a reliable 
vehicle, co-founder Sandra 
Carpenter said.

“Most youth are referred 
from CPS or [Court Appointed 
Special Advocates] and other 
agencies that serve homeless 
youth,” Carpenter said. 

CONROE ISD RESOURCES

Another resource for home-
less youth who may not be 
enrolled in school is the McKin-
ney-Vento Homeless Education 

COUNTY

BRIDGEWAY YOUTH SHELTER  
Funded through Montgomery 
County Youth Services, this co-ed 
emergency shelter is a safe place for 
homeless youth ages 10-17 to stay 
for 90 days. 

BridgeWay Youth Shelter
4501 N. Frazier St., Conroe
936-890-1132
www.youthmc.org

ANGEL REACH  
The nonprofit helps youth, young 
adults and families classified as 
homeless. The Youth Outreach 
Center is open to provide homeless 
people younger than 18 with basic 
necessities, tutoring and life skills, 
and the Kinship Care Program offers 
assistance to families who take in 
children who are relatives.

Angel Reach Transitional Living 
Program and Youth Outreach 
Center
729 N. Frazier St., Conroe
936-262-0186

Angel Reach Kinship Care Program
2017 N. Frazier St., Ste. G4, Conroe
936-262-0186
www.angelreach.org

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES  
CASA is a nonprofit, volunteer-
based resource for foster children. 
Volunteers are matched with an 
individual or sibling group to ensure 
they receive the advocacy and 
attention they need to succeed. 

CASA
412 W. Phillips St., Ste. 107, Conroe
936-441-5437
www.casaspeaksforkids.com

CONROE ISD 
The Community Outreach Dropout 
Prevention and Health Services 
department in Conroe ISD is an 
open-door service center that links 
families to beneficial services and 
opportunities. 

CISD Community Outreach Dropout 
Prevention and Health Services
3205 W. Davis St., Building B, Conroe
936-709-7752
www.conroeisd.net

Assistance Act, which ensures 
immediate enrollment in public 
school and educational stabil-
ity for homeless children and 
youth, Conroe ISD’s homeless 
liaison Lynda Gowin said. With 
this status, they are enrolled for 
free and reduced meals. 

“I think the most important 
thing that we try to help with is 
that these kids’ families are just 
kind of all out of whack and 
unstable,” Gowin said. 

In CISD, a total of 237 
homeless students have been 
accounted for districtwide. Not 
only does this include students 
who are without shelter, but it 
also includes students who are 
couch-surfing or living with 

other relatives or friends who 
are not their legal guardians. 

“The majority of the time, 
there is somewhere that they’re 
sleeping, whether it’s in a 
hotel or something,” Gowin 
said. “Not too often are they 
actually on a bench in the park 
or anything like that. A large 
percentage of our kids are with 
family, so their parents might 
be with them.”

CISD’s Community Outreach 
Dropout Prevention and Health 
Services department is made 
up of personnel who reach 
out to homeless children and 
their families in an attempt 
to determine the best path for 
each child.

“The bottom line is, if you 
don’t have a safety net, or 
somebody looking for you or 
somebody saying, ‘Let’s go 
back to school,’ that is what 
we do,” said Rodrigo Chaves, 
CISD community outreach and 
dropout prevention director.   

Ways to know if a child 
might be homeless include: if 
they are not bathed, wearing 
dirty clothes, hungry, having 
attendance issues or sleeping 
in class, Gowin said. 

“If you see kids that are 
not in school because they’re 
homeless or don’t have stable 
housing, let them know that 
they can come to school,” 
Gowin said. 

WHERE TO TURN FOR HELP
Montgomery County has several options for homeless children and young 

adults to turn to in their time of need. 

SOURCES: MONTGOMERY COUNTY YOUTH 
SERVICES, CONROE ISD, MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY POINT-IN-TIME HOMELESS 
SURVEY RESULTS/COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER

H O M E L E S S  
Y O U T H  

IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Although it is difficult to pinpoint 

an exact number of homeless 
youth in Montgomery County, the 

population is growing.

Montgomery County Youth  
Services helped  

66 YOUTH IN 2015 PER MONTH.  
As of August 2016, it was helping  

an average of  
160 YOUTH PER MONTH. 

This school year,  
Conroe ISD has a total of  

237 HOMELESS STUDENTS  
in grades 7-12 districtwide.

According to Montgomery 
County’s annual homeless count, in 
January 2016, 83 RESPONDENTS 

reported becoming homeless 
within the county.

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex issues for over twenty-five years 
as a large firm partner and as the owner of a boutique firm. 

We provide counsel and expertise on: 

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 550A - The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

Who do you turn to when you have an estate, business or tax issue?

We provide counsel and expertise on: 

• Business, Family, Estate and Trust 
   Litigation

• Asset Protection and Charitable 
   Planning

• Business Planning and Exit Strategies• Estate, Trust and Tax Planning

• Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
   Disability Planning Documents

• Probate, Estate Administration and 
   Trust administration
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Inspire Film Festival to premiere in The Woodlands
BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

Two years ago, The Woodlands 
resident Jane Minarovic attended 
a film festival that inspired her so 
much that she decided to intro-
duce movies that celebrate the 
human spirit to her hometown 
through the Inspire Film Festival. 

Under Minarovic’s direction, 
the inaugural Inspire Film Festival 
will take place Feb. 23-26 along 
The Woodlands Waterway and 
Market Street. The event will 
showcase 10 feature-length films 
and seven short films based on 
true stories. 

“I live in The Woodlands, and I 
thought we were kind of primed 
for a big cultural event like this,” 
Minarovic said. “There’s not 
another of the 4,000 film festivals 
in the world that just focuses on 
movies that inspire you.” 

The festival will kickoff Feb. 23 
with an outdoor short film series 
that will be free and open to the 
public. Beginning the night of 
Feb. 24, 10 feature-length films 

will be viewed among three movie 
theaters located inside the Market 
Street Cinemark and The Water-
way Cinemark theaters. 

Minarovic said she will 
announce the festival lineup as 
the event nears.  
    Throughout the weekend, each 
film will be shown twice and will 
be followed by a panel discussion 
and accompanying live entertain-
ment. All of the films have been 
previously screened at other film 
festivals and were released in the 
past five years. 

“It will just remind people how 
cool it is to go into a dark room 
and be surrounded by image and 
sound and experience something 
together, rather than just watching 
Netflix on your phone,” she said. 
“And when the film is over and the 
actual people walk out in front of 
you—it’s unbelievably exciting.”

All of the films are rated PG. 
However, due to subject matter 
the festival is geared toward an 
audience of teens and adults. 

A children’s event is also in the 
works for the morning of Feb. 25 at 
The Woodlands United Methodist 
Church. 

“This year we’re not taking film 
submissions, but we’re going to 
start gradually doing that so that 
brand-new films will come in,” 
she said. “I just thought there 
were so many great films that have 
gone through other festivals that 
didn’t get seen.” 

Four hundred film festival 
passes will go on sale in Decem-
ber at www.inspirefilmfest.com. 
A weekend-long pass will cost 
$100. However, there will also be 
a more expensive pass that will 
include entry to the filmmaker 
dinner and a less expensive pass 
which will include four fea-
ture-length films. 

“I just want anyone who comes 
to leave wanting to be a better 
person,” Minarovic said. “I think it 
will start a conversation with peo-
ple about how one little act can 
turn into something beautiful.”

COMMUNITY 

Only 400 film festival passes 
will be available for purchase, starting in December.

FILM FESTIVAL  
facts
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CINEMARK TINSELTOWN 
17 AND XD 
1600 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands 
281-362-4340 
www.cinemark.com

CINEMARK AT  
MARKET STREET 
9595 Six Pines Drive,  
Ste. 8200, The Woodlands 
281-419-9639
www.cinemark.com

The Inspire Film Festival will show  

10 feature-length films and7 short films. 

Each feature-length film will be 
shown twice during the  

four-day festival  
to allow participants to see as 

many films as possible.

Festival Director Jane 
Minarovic watched more than  

40 films  
during the film-selection 

process.

For more information, visit   
www.inspirefilmfest.com

13080 Highway 105 West, Suite 130 Conroe,    TX 77304 • www.ruthstultzandcompany.com

Lake Conroe, Montgomery County Texas Real Estate and Waterfront Specialists

Off ice: 936-447-4700 • Text: 713-962-2777 • Email: info@ruthstultzandcompany.com

Unwavering commitment  to excellence with passion and enthusiasm in 
assisting our clients and customers in a professional yet personal manner. 

We specialize in Residential, Commercial, Acreage, Waterfront, Leases & New 
Construction in The Lake Conroe Area, Spring to Huntsville & Navasota to Kingwood

REAL ESTATE

We are waiting for your call

From our family to yours, Happy Holidays!
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CALL NOW

844.321.LAND

Where Your Backyard is the Great Outdoors
Save Up To 20% 

Off Opening Prices
Buy Now Build Later

LongmireEstates.com

Section II 
Preview

Acreage Homesites
Build on Your Lot

Excellent Lake Conroe 
Area Schools
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From agreements to operate your
business to sales, acquisitions 
and lending for your business,

decades of experience are 
in your corner with ... 

281.367.1222 www.thestrongfirm.com

1790 Hughes Landing Blvd., Suite 200 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 

Business Law

CI Business 3A_Layout 1  11/22/16  10:25 AM  Page 1
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Woodlands-area employers 
prepare for overtime rule
BY JESSE MENDOZA AND HANNAH ZEDAKER

Employers across the nation—including those in 
Montgomery County—are adjusting their compensa-
tion plans to adhere with new overtime regulations 
from the Department of Labor that were originally 
scheduled to go into effect Dec. 1. 

The new rule was announced in May and would 
extend overtime protections to more than 4 million 
salaried workers who did not already qualify for 
overtime, according to the DOL. Under the rule, 
salaried workers who earn $913 or less per week—or 
$47,476, annually—would be entitled to overtime 
compensation. 

However, businesses, chambers of commerce and 
state officials have expressed concerns about the 

effect the rule will have on employers and employ-
ees. 

On Nov. 22, a federal judge from Texas sided 
with business and community leaders, 

filing an injunction blocking 
the implementation of the 

rule. The injunction 
is a response to two 

lawsuits filed against 
the DOL. The first 

lawsuit was 
filed by more 

than 50 business 

GOVERNMENT

NOV. 22, 2016
A federal judge from 

Texas filed an injunction 
blocking the new rule. MARCH 13, 2014

President Barack Obama directs the 
U.S. Department of Labor to update 
the regulations defining which white-
collar workers are protected by the 
Fair Labor Standards Act’s minimum-
wage and overtime standards. 

JULY 6, 2015
The DOL publishes a 

notice of rule making in the 
Federal Register. The public 

comment period begins.

SEPT. 4, 2015 
The public 

comment period 
ends.

2015 20162014
SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

MAY 18, 2016Obama signs 
the DOL’s final rule, updating 

overtime regulations.

SEPT. 20, 2016
More than 50 Texas 
business organizations 
file a lawsuit against the 
final rule.

ROAD TO RULING 

organizations, including the Texas Association of 
Businesses. A second lawsuit was filed by 21 states, 
including Texas. 

“Obviously, we are happy that the judge saw the 
business side of the case,” TAB President Chris 
Wallace said. “While we all want higher wages for 
employees, employers have to be treated fairly to be 
able to provide the jobs. This is a big win for employ-
ers of our state and our country.” 

The U.S. Department of Justice filed an appeal 
Dec. 1 to the preliminary injunction granted by Judge 
Amos Mazzant Nov. 22. 

“The [DOL’s] overtime final rule is the result of a 
comprehensive, inclusive rule-making process, and 
we remain confident in the legality of all aspects of 
the rule,” according to a statement from the DOL. 

The overtime law change was requested at the 
behest of President Barack Obama to address the 
effect of economic inflation since the rule’s last 
update in 2004. Currently, salaried workers who 
earned less than $455 per week—or $23,660 per 
year—were entitled to overtime compensation. 

“The white collar exemption originally was meant 
for highly paid workers who had better benefits, job 
security and opportunity for advancement,” said 
Robin Mallet, DOL Wage and Hour Division director 
of the Houston district office. “Unfortunately, the 
salary threshold had not changed over the years, so 
it has been eroded by inflation. So the final rule is 
bringing back into line with inflation as it is today.” 

The law provides three options for employers 
who would be affected by the new rule. Employers 
can increase the salary of its employees to the new 
threshold, compensate employees for overtime 
worked at 1.5 times the employee’s regular rate of pay, 
or reduce or eliminate any overtime work. 

The elevated threshold could put more money in 
the pockets of middle-class workers, Mallet said. 

Despite these anticipated positive side effects, J.J. 
Hollie, The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce 
president and CEO, said he feels the negatives far 
outweigh the positives. 

“We’ve had to do some major salary adjustments 
and organization changes ourselves,” Hollie said. 
“The chamber is a small business just like any other 
small business in the country and, quite frankly, it’s 
very intrusive of the federal government to micro-
manage how a small business is going to organize its 
staff and pay its staff.” 

Other local businesses have voiced similar con-
cerns to the chamber about the new regulation, 
Hollie said. These concerns were brought up during 
roundtable discussions with U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady, 
R-The Woodlands, who co-sponsored a bill that 
would have delayed the rule by six months. 

“The rule sounds good on paper but will actually 
harm workers who are trying to move from hourly 
positions to salaried management positions so they 
can grow their career,” Brady said. “The purpose [of 
the resolution] is to kick it to the next White House 
administration and give Congress a chance to block 
this rule so that it can hopefully be rewritten in a way 
that doesn’t harm workers and local businesses.” 

In an attempt to make the transition as smooth as 
possible for chamber members, the chamber held 
a seminar in August to help local business owners 
understand the new regulation and what prepara-
tions needed to be made before Dec. 1. 

“I would like to see the new regulation rescinded,” 
Hollie said. “I think the free market is the best way 
to know how to employ people, what salaries they 
should make and how staffs should be organized.” 

281-419-5630  •  www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/icerink

Now open in The Woodlands!
Enjoy the new indoor ice skating rink until January 16, 2017.

Open daily
Monday to Thursday: 3 to 9 p.m.
Friday: 3 to 11 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Sunday: noon to 7 p.m.

SUPPORTING SPONSOR
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Over the years,  
Conroe ISD has seen an 
increasing number of families 
that have sought exemptions 
for their children for reasons of 
conscience. District officials said 
they do not consider the increase 
to be a cause for concern. 
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Woodlands-area school districts see 
increases in vaccine exemption requests
BY BETH MARSHALL

During the 2015-16 school year  
1.88 percent of all students in Conroe 
ISD submitted waivers seeking an 
exemption from mandated vaccines for 
reasons of conscience. This percentage 
equates to 1,064 students out of 58,239 
students enrolled.

Vaccine exemptions are also on the 
rise in Tomball and Magnolia ISDs, 
which have attendance zones in The 
Woodlands. 

“Although our numbers last year 
were 1.88 percent, it doesn’t mean that 
each child exempted all vaccines,” 
CISD Lead Nurse Barbara Robertson 
said. “The parent may choose that they 
don’t want the [measles, mumps and 
rubella] vaccine, or they don’t want 
the meningococcal vaccine, so that 
number doesn’t indicate to us what 
they’re exempting, just that they have 
an exemption for at least one vaccine.”

The number of exemptions cited for 
reasons of conscience are rising state-
wide. Through this exemption, Texas 

law allows parents to not vaccinate 
their children, Robertson said. 

“Our nurses do talk with parents 
about [their] concerns about vaccines 
to see if they can help get through that 
gap,” she said. 

CISD follows the state guidelines for 
mandatory vaccines, Robertson said. 
To exempt a child from any vaccines, 
parents must download an application 
from the Texas Department of State 
Health Services and indicate which 
vaccines their child will not receive. 

In the past four years, the number 
of students in TISD and MISD who 
have received waivers from mandated 
vaccines for reasons of conscience has 
risen by 85 percent and 13 percent, 
respectively, according to TDSHS.

A respective 1.46 percent and  
1.82 percent of each district’s students 
filed for exemptions in the 2015-16 
school year, which equates to more 
than 200 students from each district.

“The total number of students 
exempted from vaccinations is not 

HEALTH CARE

significant to cause concern due to 
a high level of immunity within the 
community,” TISD Director of Health 
Services Cathy Pool said. 

In some instances, children cannot 
get vaccinated because of pre-existing 
medical issues, Robertson said. 

“The concern is for those children 
that cannot get vaccinated,” she said. 
“You have children that are organ 
transplant recipients [or] maybe their 
immune [system] is compromised, 
so they can’t get vaccinated. That’s 
the concern about those that are 

unvaccinated—getting something, 
such as whooping cough, and passing 
it to that child.”

Since the 1,064 unvaccinated stu-
dents in CISD are spread out over  
60 campuses, the chances of a serious 
outbreak of any preventable illness is 
low, Robertson said. 

“This percentage is so low that we 
really have herd immunity,” she said. 
“It really protects those children [that 
cannot be vaccinated].”

Additional reporting by Anna  
Dembowski
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...Where Smiles Are Contagious!

Leg Pain? Swelling? Bulging 
Veins? Restless Legs?

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients 
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are 
covered by insurance, and you could be back 
to work as soon as the next day!

We can help!

LoneStarVeinCenter.com

The Woodlands
281-882-3173

Pasadena
281-241-1777

Call TODAY
FREE Screenings 

December 14
December 21

FREE Screenings 
December 13
December 20

Now offering  
cosmetic vein 

treatments with the 
cutting edge Cutera 

Excel V Laser.  
Top of the line 
performance  

with unmatched 
precision. 

*DATA FOR THE YEAR 2013-14 WAS REPORTEDLY  
MISREPRESENTED BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE HEALTH SERVICES  AND WAS NOT AVAILABLE BY 
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Proposed $937 million power  plant will 
serve Montgomery County residents
BY ABIGAIL LOOP

Representatives of the Entergy 
Corporation are working with state and 
Montgomery County officials to con-
struct a new $937 million power plant 
northwest of Conroe starting in 2019.

Entergy representative Andrew 
Schonert said the proposed natural 
gas-fired plant would be built near 
Entergy’s existing plant near the 
Lewis Creek Reservoir west of Willis 
and near Lake Conroe. Schonert said 
the new plant was proposed due to 
the projected growth of the county 
and surrounding area.

The new plant would help serve a 
variety of counties located to the north 
and east of Houston, including Mont-
gomery County.

“We’re planning for the future and 
for the next 10 to 20 years,” Schonert 
said. “We looked at the future of 
service and saw a lot of growth. We 
looked at meeting the need and this is 
the most cost-effective way; there are 

very few cons.”
Schonert said the plant proposed 

to the Public Utility Commission of 
Texas is a natural gas combined-cycle 
plant, which is a reliable technology. 
A combined-cycle power plant uses 
both gas and steam turbines together 
to produce up to 50 percent more elec-
tricity than a simple-cycle plant.

According to the U.S. Energy Infor-
mation Administration, the number 
of plants constructed nationwide 
increased 19 percent in 2015 because 
of low natural gas prices and coal 
power plant retirements. The number 
of new plants is expected to keep 
rising in the U.S.

 If approved by state officials, 
construction would begin on the plant 

in 2019 and be completed in 2021. 
Entergy is also working with local 
stakeholders to discuss construction 
issues and terms.

“We need a long-term power 
supply,” Schonert said. “It’s a really 
efficient and reliable technology, and 
a huge benefit to the local economy. 
It was either build this plant or keep 
relying on the local energy market. 
This is also going to create about 2,800 
jobs.”

Montgomery County Judge Craig 
Doyal said the new plant is a smart 
move on Entergy’s part, and is needed 
due to the inevitable growth of the 

county and Greater Houston area.
“I think [the plant] is a great move 

for preparing for the growth that is 
coming,” Doyal said. “There is a tre-
mendous need. It is also great on the 
economic side. It’s also just the hope 
of the county that [Entergy] chooses 
a transmission line or route that does 
not detract from the safety and beauty 
of Lake Conroe. But I am certainly in 
support [of the project].”

Schonert said Entergy is currently 
looking at the electric grid system and 
should have transmission routes and 
lines planned out by the end of next 
year.

UTILITIES E N T E R G Y  P L A N T  P O I N T S

SOURCE: GENERAL ELECTRIC/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

WHAT IS A COMBINED-CYCLE GAS PLANT?
A combined-cycle power plant uses both gas and steam turbines together to produce up to 50 per-
cent more electricity from the same fuel than a traditional simple-cycle plant. The waste heat from 
the gas turbine is routed to the nearby steam turbine, which generates extra power.

A proposed power plant, which would be built by Entergy Corporation, could be coming to north 
Montgomery County by 2021 northwest of Conroe near the Lewis Creek Reservoir.

Estimated cost: 
$937.3 million

Type of plant:  
Natural gas combined plant

Completion:  
2021

Construction:  
2019
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“WE NEED A LONG-TERM POWER 
SUPPLY. IT’S A REALLY EFFICIENT 
TECHNOLOGY...”

— ENTERGY REPRESENTATIVE ANDREW SCHONERT
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Medical district to fill health 
care void along Hwy. 59 corridor
BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

Valley Ranch Medical 
District, a new 186-acre 
master-planned health and 
wellness epicenter, has plans 
to fill a void in the historically 
“medically underserved” 
community of East Montgom-
ery County, officials said. 

The medical district will be 
constructed within the 1,400-
acre master-planned commu-
nity of Valley Ranch located 
near the intersection of the 
Grand Parkway and Hwy. 59. 

“As one of the fastest-grow-
ing corridors and at a critical 
location, the need for new 
facilities is immediate and the 
potential for a higher density 
of health care than our plans 
is quite realistic,” Signorelli 
Company Marketing Coordi-
nator Alyssa McGuire said.

McGuire said the Signo-
relli Company, the project’s 

developer, is in the process 
of installing road and utility 
infrastructure for the develop-
ment. The company issued a 
request for proposals to aca-
demic and health systems in 
November and plans to select 
Phase 1 partners over the next 
three months. Construction 
on the district’s buildings 
will begin as facilities are 
designed and permitted. 

A projected completion date 
for the medical district has 
not been released, she said. 

Additional health care 
resources are needed as the 
population of the Lake Hous-
ton area north of Kingwood 
continues to grow, said Rick 
Hatcher, president of the East 
Montgomery County Chamber 
of Commerce. 

“The fact we that we have 
two major hospitals in this 

area and more medical 
options coming—with this 
being another viable option—
has a great impact,” Hatcher 
said. “More people creates 
more need.” 

The new medical district 
will have more than 1 million 
square feet of health care 
developments and provide 
care for the residents in East 
Montgomery County and the 
Hwy. 59 corridor, who have 
limited options, McGuire 
said. It is anticipated to offer 
a broad range of specialties 

including cardiology, ortho-
pedics and oncology, as well 
as women’s and children’s 
specialties, and primary care.  

The medical district could 
also provide an economic 
boost, Hatcher said. 

“It will be a great impact; 
anytime a big industry enters 
our market, every dollar is 
turned over seven times,” he 
said. “Anytime you have facil-
ities like that, it provides a 
greater opportunity to attract 
new businesses.” 

Compared with a 

similar-sized corridor, Hwy. 59 
between the Grand Parkway 
and Beltway 8 has two hospi-
tal systems, while I-45 has 14 
hospitals between Conroe and 
FM 1960. 

“The medical district will 
have major impacts to the 
surrounding community from 
substantial job growth to tax 
base supporting Montgomery 
County and local schools to 
creating another anchor and 
regional draw,” McGuire said. 
Additional reporting by Chris 
Shelton
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The Valley Ranch Medical District will feature more than 1 million square feet of health care developments.
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Come in for a taste of our seasonally 
inspired and locally sourced menu.

CASUALLY COOL AND
DELICIOUSLY DIFFERENT

2 Waterway Square Place | The Woodlands | 832.839.5436  rcur entthewoodlands.com

As our special gift to you, 
buy one entrée and receive 
the second compliments of 

CURRENT.
(up to a $25 value)

Open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
Join us for weekend brunch on Saturday and 

Sunday.  Private rooms available.
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Hospital district using new technology 
to improve patient sustainability rates
BY MARIE LEONARD 

A paradigm shift in the emergency 
medical services field has resulted in 
the implementation of new technol-
ogy and procedures within the Mont-
gomery County Hospital District over 
the past year. 

The procedures are in an effort 
to improve patient outcomes for 
three of the biggest time-sensitive 
emergencies paramedics respond to 
in the county: ST-elevation 
myocardial infarction 
heart attacks, strokes 
and trauma. 

“[It used to be 
EMS] picked up 
patients, took care of 
them [and] did a few 
interventions, but you 
weren’t really consid-
ered part of the health care 
system,” MCHD Medical Director 
Robert Dickson said. “I think more 
and more, EMS—especially in Mont-
gomery County—has moved into 
where we are considered a vital part 
of the health care system, especially 
with these emergencies.” 

NEW TECHNOLOGIES

One of the biggest successes for 
the MCHD has been the STEMI 
technology used, which earned the 
department a Mission Lifeline Gold 
Award for 2015. Quality Coordinator 
Brad Ward said a STEMI is a specific 
type of cardiac event visible on an 
electrocardiogram, or EKG. There 
are roughly two cardiac arrests in 
the county daily, and the STEMI 
technology allows paramedics to 
set up a makeshift catheterization 
lab on location before arriving at a 
hospital.  

“We can send [an EKG] from our 
monitor in our ambulance to the 
hospital so it can be viewed by the 
physician and the cardiologists,” 
Ward said. “From there, we can acti-
vate a cath lab, which is where you 
get the balloon and stint placement 
to fix the blockage to the heart. We 
can activate that in your front yard, 
which is the remarkable part.” 

Ward said the technology has 
improved patient survivability and 
quality of life as well. 

“They have a better quality of life 

afterward,” Ward said. “I like to say 
they have more Christmases.” 

One of the newest technologies in 
place at MCHD is a procedure called 
the Rapid Arterial oCclusion Evalua-
tion Scale, which is used if a patient 
is suspected of having a stroke. The 
new procedure helps paramedics 
diagnose strokes in the field, Quality 
Coordinator Coty Aiken said.

“Not only does it identify a stroke, 
it identifies the severity of a 

stroke,” he said. “If [the 
procedure] gets a five or 

greater on the RACE 
[Scale], we suggest 
a patient goes to a 
comprehensive stroke 
care center. The heart 

can take a lot more 
damage than the brain 

can, so we have to get there 
as fast as we can.” 

MCHD began training every medic 
in the county on the procedure 
over the summer. Since then, 
the percentage of patients with 
severe strokes who have been 
transported to the correct facility 
on the first attempt has increased 
from roughly 36 to 76 percent, Aiken 
said. 

“Ultimately, that’s what we’re here 
for: affecting patient outcomes in a 
positive way,” Dickson said.   

MCHD also implemented a new 
sepsis care procedure earlier this 
year to better identify when a 
patient has the disease. Sepsis is 
a systemic response to a bacterial 
infection like staph. 

“It’s a huge problem in the U.S.; 
there’s about 1 million cases a year 
with a 20 to 30 percent mortality 
rate,” Quality Supervisor Kevin 
Crocker said. 

If patients have two positive markers 
on the score for the new procedure, 
QSOFA, or quick sequential organ 
failure assessment, they are strongly 
suspected of having sepsis, Dickson 
said, allowing them to get care faster. 

“We’re fortunate enough here to 
have experts in each discipline,” he 
said. “Our big-time sensitive initia-
tives are STEMI, stroke and trauma—
three of the biggest killers. We have 
a dedicated employee that does 
nothing but look at the research.”

HEALTH CARE

IMPROVING  
P AT I E N T 

O U T C O M E
The Montgomery County Hospital District 
uses a specific technology to detect a STEMI, 
a type of heart attack, to better improve 
patient outcome. When a patient calls 911 
with cardiac problems, the following timeline 
is likely to occur in Montgomery County.

A local  

fire department 
truck  

will arrive on scene to gather medical 
history and ask about symptoms.

The goal is to be on scene for  

less than  
10 minutes,  

and the EKG is sent from there to a 
hospital.

On the way to the hospital, patients are  

given aspirin,  
IVs or multiple EKGs, if necessary, to  
prepare medical staff at the hospital.

MCHD paramedics arrive on 
scene—the goal is to arrive  

within eight 
minutes 

—and start taking a more 
detailed medical history.

SOURCES: MCHD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

“I think more and  
more, EMS—especially in 

Montgomery County— 
has moved into where 

we are considered a vital 
part of the health care  

system.”
—Robert Dickson,  

MCHD medical director

The paramedics  

perform 
an EKG 

to look at the heart from different angles, 
searching for a specific change in the 

lines that show up on an EKG. 

I M A G I N E
a place where 

neighbors help 
 neighbors

60 years ago 
United Way made 
a commitment to 
the Montgomery 
County community.

Six decades later, 
that commitment is 
stronger than ever. As 
our community has 
grown, so have we. We 
are now part of one 
strong regional United 
Way. And together as 
one organization, we 
are a bigger and more 
powerful force for 
change. 

We are still here. 
We still stand for the 
same things. 
We still need your help.

In our  community, we

Please give today.

MCUW.org
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26400 Kuykendahl Road
The Woodlands, TX 77375

fieldingslocal.com
kitchen + bar

Early Seating 
5pm - 8pm
3-course menu | $59 per person*

Late Seating 
8pm - 11pm
4-course menu | $109 per person*
Live music, midnight Champagne toast, 
party favors and balloon drop

Optional wine pairing available
Full menu at Fieldingslocal.com/nye
Reserve today at (281) 351-2225 *p
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Keep it 
this New Year’s Eve!

We’re open on Christmas Day |  Join us for brunch 9am - 3pm

UP to 3 months FREE

Models NOW OPEN
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Townhomes

With Private 1 & 2 Car Garages

281-245-0388 
25145 Panther Bend Court, 
The Woodlands, TX 77380

thetownhomesatwoodmillcreek.com
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Montgomery County hospitals improve local trauma care
BY JESSE MENDOZA

Trauma patients in Montgomery 
County will no longer have to be trans-
ferred to the Texas Medical Center 
for critical care as two local hospi-
tals work to become the first Level II 
trauma centers in the county.

Conroe Regional Medical Center and 
Memorial Hermann The Woodlands 
Hospital have both taken the neces-
sary steps to grow from Level III to 
Level II trauma centers. The change 
means the hospitals are now able to 
treat patients who experience serious 
brain, spinal cord or major orthopedic 
injuries that would ordinarily require 
a transfer to the Texas Medical Center.

“That saves time, and for trauma 
time is life. It also saves a tremendous 
amount of money because it reduces 
the need for us to helicopter so many 
people to the Texas Medical Center,” 
said Randy Johnson, Montgomery 
County Hospital District CEO. 

The CRMC started to offer the 
services of a Level II trauma center 
in December 2014—when the hos-
pital went into “in pursuit” status. 

Although the hospital is still classified 
as a Level III center, the “in pursuit” 
status allows first responders to take 
trauma patients to the hospital for 
critical care while the hospital waits 
for Level II approval by the American 
College of Surgeons.

To attain the designation, each hospi-
tal added full-time specialty surgeons, 
bolstered its on-call surgical staff and 
expanded their emergency rooms.

Similarly, Memorial Hermann The 
Woodlands Hospital also went into 
“in pursuit” status in March. CEO 
Josh Urban said the hospital has been 
receiving Trauma Level II patients ever 
since, and he hopes to receive Level II 
designation by the end of 2017.

“It is a pretty big commitment from 
a resource perspective both financially 
and the recruitment of physicians and 
upgrades to the facility,” Urban said. 

According to the Texas Trauma 
Registry, about 4 out of every 1,000 
adults will require admission to a 
hospital for trauma care. Davis said 
demand for high-level trauma services 
will increase as Montgomery County 

grows, and about 2,000 local residents 
are seriously injured each year.

Currently, the only trauma centers 
in the Greater Houston area that can 
treat high-level trauma patients are 
Ben Taub Hospital and Memorial Her-
mann Hospital as well as the Univer-
sity of Texas Medical Branch. 

“In general, the Greater Houston 
area should have six or more major 
trauma centers, so the Greater Hous-
ton area has been underserved for 
decades,” Urban said.

Johnson said having the two hospi-
tals operating as Level II trauma centers 
helps the hospital district operate 
emergency response services more 
efficiently and improves the chances a 
critically injured patient will survive.

Urban said because trauma patients 
can take long periods of time to 
recover family members will not have 
to struggle to care for injured relatives.

“Trauma patients can be in the hospi-
tal for months, so if you have a family 
member that is hurt, you are not trav-
eling back and forth to care for them at 
the medical center,” Urban said.

IMPROVING 
TRAUMA CARE

Two Montgomery County hospitals—Conroe 
Regional Medical Center and Memorial 
Hermann The Woodlands Hospital—have 
undergone several facility renovations to 
attain Level II trauma center status.

Conroe Regional  
Medical Center expansion

Memorial Hermann The 
Woodlands Hospital expansion

SOURCES: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES, 
AMERICAN TRAUMA SOCIETY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

New trauma rooms

Renovation and 
expansion of the 
emergency room

$25.6 MILLION TOTAL

$9 MILLION TOTAL

Hired additional 
surgical specialists

New equipment for 
the operating room

Three new trauma 
bays

Addition of a second 
Life Flight helipad

10 new intensive care 
unit beds

HEALTH CARE
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Tomball ISD  will submit a proposal in December to the Texas Education Agency for an 
Early College High School campus to be located at Tomball High School.

Tomball ISD, Lone Star College seeking to 
launch Early College High School Program
BY WENDY CAWTHON

With tuition costs rising, Tomball 
ISD is working to remove roadblocks 
between students and higher educa-
tion opportunities. 

During the school board’s October 
and November board workshop meet-
ings, Chief Academic Officer Martha 
Salazar-Zamora presented a proposal 
for the district’s Early College High 
School program, where students 
would receive a two-year associate 
degree while still in high school. 

“This setting makes higher edu-
cation more accessible and helps 
students acclimate to a higher educa-
tion environment while still in high 
school,” Salazar-Zamora said. “We 
want to reduce any barriers that  
may exist.”

 While in the program, TISD 
students will earn 60 college credit 
hours over four years while working 
toward a high school diploma. The  
60 hours equates to an associate 

of arts degree from Lone Star Col-
lege-Tomball. 

Temporarily named Tomball Star 
Academy for Tomball ISD and the 
Lone Star College System, the pro-
gram proposal will be sent to the 
Texas Education Agency for approval 
in December, Salazar-Zamora said 
during the board’s Oct. 10 meeting. If 
approved, the program will be housed 
at Tomball High School.

LSC-Tomball President Lee Ann 
Nutt said because the credit hours will 
be earned through LSCS’ dual credit 
program, TISD students would be able 
to earn the degree free of charge. 

“The reason we’re able to do that 
is we receive state reimbursement 
for the hours generated by the dual 
credit,” she said.  “So it’s a reimburse-
ment that covers part of our expense, 
combined with our tax [revenue, that] 
allows us to provide that at no charge 
to the students.” 

Salazar-Zamora said the program 

A
N

N
A

 D
E

M
B

O
W

SK
I/

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 IM
PA

C
T 

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

EDUCATION

will be limited to 125 students per 
grade level, and students will only 
be able to enter in ninth grade after  
completing an application and inter-
view process. Should the program 
be approved, the district plans to 
present the program to eighth-grade 
students and parents, she said. 

“It’s going to be very rigorous 
up front,” she said. “Tomball Star 
Academy will be for a student if they 
want to make academics their focus. 
We want to be sure that this is the stu-
dent’s choice and that they’re taking it 
seriously.”

While the Tomball ECHS program 
will be a first for the district, LSCS 
has already established early college 
high schools with Aldine, Humble 
and Splendora ISDs. 

“It’s just a great connection and a 
great collaboration, and I’m grateful 
to partner with Tomball ISD for the 
benefit of our community.” Nutt said. 
“I do believe strongly that together 
we’re better, and [with] the relation-
ship that the college already has with 
the school district, this initiative is 
only going to further impact our fami-
lies that we all serve.”
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Residents’ Advocate slate 
elected to township board
BY MARIE LEONARD

Gordy Bunch, Brian Boniface, John Anthony 
Brown and Bruce Rieser won four positions on 
The Woodlands Township board of directors on 
Nov. 8. 

The new directors, who ran together on a 
Residents’ Advocate slate, took their oaths of 
office Nov. 30, after which the group of officers for 
2016-17 were unanimously elected by the board. 
Bunch, who has served on the board since 2012, 
will serve as chairman, and township Director 
John McMullan will be the vice chairman. McMul-
lan was first elected to the board in 2013. 

Township directors Laura Filllault and Ann Sny-
der will serve as secretary and treasurer, respec-
tively. Both Fillault and Snyder were elected to 
the board in 2015. 

In the Nov. 8 election Bunch, the Position 1 
incumbent, earned 22,209 votes compared to 
challenger Amy Lampman’s 12,046 votes and Bob 
Leilich’s 3,458 votes.

“So many great people came out to the polls,” 
Bunch said. “We’ve been outspent, and the com-
munity rallied against that … and defended us in 
a way we could have never imagined.”

GOVERNMENT
Three newcomers were elected to The Woodlands Township board of directors on Nov. 8. Position 1 incumbent Gordy 
Bunch, who has held the seat since 2012, was re-elected. 

ELECTED BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBERS

In the Position 2 race—the closest race of the 
four—incumbent Mike Bass earned 17,016 votes to 
Boniface’s 17,940 votes.

Both Position 3 and Position 4 will be filled 
by newcomers after Jeff Long and Ed Robb both 
chose not to run for re-election. In the Position 3 
race, Brown won with 21,212 votes compared to 
Stuart Schroeder’s 12,186 votes. 

“It wasn’t really about whether I would win or 
lose, but rather I was willing to stand up and fight 
for what I believed in,” Brown said. “I believe in 
this community and want to project the quality 
of life that we are accustomed to. I wanted this to 
be an example for all our residents, my friends, 
family, and especially my daughter, that if you do 

the right thing for the right reasons, usually the 
right thing happens.”

In the Position 4 race, Rieser won with 22,732 
votes while his challenger Chris Grice earned 
11,422 votes.

“This has been the most incredible ride,” Rieser 
said. “We are about to send the message … that we 
can’t be bought.” 

Bunch is the CEO, founder and president of The 
Woodlands Financial Group. Boniface is a reg-
istered nurse. Brown is a facilities supervisor at 
Huntsman International. Rieser is a retired airline 
executive who is the CEO of a consulting firm. 

The election results were canvassed Nov. 20. 
Additional reporting by Wendy Cawthon

John Anthony Brown  
POSITION 3

Gordy Bunch 
POSITION 1

Brian Boniface 
POSITION 2

Bruce Rieser 
POSITION 4
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CITY & COUNTY

Trial date for Montgomery County Open Meetings 
Act violation case postponed until next spring 

Commissioners hire new Montgomery County animal shelter director Nov. 22

East Shore residents 
concerned over project

MONTGOMERY COUNTY  
The trial date for Montgomery 
County Judge Craig Doyal, Precinct 
2 Commissioner Charlie Riley and 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Jim Clark 
has been reset for March 27, county 
officials said. 

The county officials were indicted 
in June on charges that accuse the 
defendants of violating the Texas 
Open Meetings Act laws during the 
planning stages of the $280 million 
Montgomery County Road Bond that 
was approved by voters in Novem-
ber 2015. Political consultant Marc 
Davenport was indicted in the case 
as well.

The act mandates a quorum—or 
majority of elected officials of a 
governing body—must deliberate 
matters in a public meeting. A TOMA 
violation is considered a Class B 

misdemeanor.
The trial was postponed to allow 

the defense time to obtain and 
review grand jury testimony that 
was not released in time for the 
original trial, which was scheduled 
for Nov. 7 in the 221st state District 
Court.

Doyal said he is looking forward 
to clearing his name in court, and 
said the trial was postponed until 
March to accommodate the busy 
schedules of all the parties involved 
in the case.

“I hated to see it postponed but 
we were still getting information as 
late as last week—[the week before 
the trial],” Doyal said. “The law-
yers just needed some more time. I 
hate it. I want my day in court. The 
sooner we can get this put behind us 
the better.”

MONTGOMERY COUNTY  County 
commissioners hired Charles Jackson 
as director of the Montgomery County 
Animal Shelter on Nov. 22.

The shelter has been in transition 
since 2015, when the county termi-
nated its contract with Care Corpora-
tion. Since then, the county has been 
searching for a permanent director 
amid frequent complaints by volun-
teers, former volunteers and stakehold-
ers associated with the shelter.

Jackson has worked at Bureau of 
Animal Regulation and Care Animal 
Shelter & Adoptions in North Hous-
ton for six years as deputy assistant 
director of shelter operations. Jackson 
said he has an MBA from Texas A&M 

University-Commerce and plans to run 
the shelter like a business that benefits 
animals and residents.

“Every shelter can use improve-
ment and [the] Montgomery County 
[shelter] could use improvement, 
but I think there is a great team 
there,” Jackson said. “I am ready for 
whatever challenges we face. I want 
the team to understand what their 
mission is. That is important. If they 
don’t have a mission, they are are just 
going to float around and not know 
where they are going or what they 
are doing.”

Jackson will report directly to the 
commissioners court. His start date 
has not been announced.

THE WOODLANDS    The township 
board of directors voted Nov. 30 to 
draft a letter of resolution support-
ing requests made by residents of 
East Shore regarding an upcoming 
townhome development.
   Residents of East Shore contacted 
the township in November in 
regard to concerns surrounding the 
Waterway Landing development.    
Concerns include construction 
trucks using an entrance on Lake 
Front Circle, speeding, and keeping 
the construction site and residents’ 
homes clean. Since East Shore is a 
private community the township 
does not have jurisdiction, resulting 
in the decision to draft a resolution.
   “I think there’s a lot we can do to 
stay engaged and not kick the can 
and say, ‘We can’t help you,’” board 
Chairman Gordy Bunch said.

News from Montgomery County and The Woodlands Township COMPILED BY MARIE LEONARD AND JESSE MENDOZA

Charles Jackson

MEETINGS

The Woodlands Township meets Dec. 7 at 
6 p.m. 

Oak Ridge North meets Dec.12 at 7 p.m.

Shenandoah meets Dec. 14 at  6 p.m.

Montgomery Count Commissioners Court 
meets Dec. 13 and Dec. 20 at 9:30 a.m. 

For instant coverage of these meetings, follow 
us on Twitter:  
@Impactnews_wdl

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

MONTGOMERY COUNTY   A resolution 
was approved Nov. 22  showing support 
for a proposal by the Texas Department 
of Transportation to rename the Grand 
Parkway to Mayor Bob Lanier Memorial 
Parkway. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY  County 
commissioners accepted a $6,000 award 
from the Texas State Library and Archive 
Commission on Nov. 22 to create a 
Family Place Libraries space and learning 
environment at Mitchell Library in The 
Woodlands.

THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP   The 
board of directors voted Nov. 30 to move 
all of its third Thursday of the month  
meetings in 2017 to 6 p.m., rather than  
9 a.m., so more residents can attend. 

QUOTE OF NOTE

“EVERY SHELTER CAN USE 

IMPROVEMENT AND [THE] 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY [SHELTER] 

COULD USE IMPROVEMENT, BUT 

I THINK THERE IS A GREAT TEAM 

THERE.

— CHARLES JACKSON, 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 

DIRECTOR 

A LOOK AT THE  
BIGGEST STORIES  
THAT WILL SHAPE  

COMMUNITY EVENTS  
TO PUT ON THE  
2017 CALENDAR 

COMPLETED ROAD  
WORK & PLANNED  
TRANSPORTATION 

PROJECTS

THEJANUARYJANUARY 2017ISSUE

WHAT’S NEXT FOR 
NEW LOCAL BUSINESSES 

& RESTAURANTS 
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By the Numbers: 
Salvation Army  
in Houston area
BY CARLIE PORTERFIELD

The Salvation Army is known for 
collecting spare change in red kettles 
that goes to raise funds to support local 
services, as well as local Angel Trees, 
which is used to provide new clothing 
and toys for children of families in 
need during the holidays.

Salvation Army is a nonprofit that 
provides services to anyone in need. 
Founded in London in 1865, it is now 
present in 127 countries worldwide,  
running charity shops, homeless 
shelters, and offering disaster relief 
and humanitarian aid.

3.5 MILLION 
VOLUNTEERS
HELP WITH  SALVATION ARMY  

PROGRAMS NATIONWIDE EVERY YEAR.

WERE SERVED ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY IN 2014.

130 YEARS.
SALVATION ARMY HAS BEEN PROVIDING SERVICES 

IN THE UNITED STATES FOR 

$125,000
WAS PROVIDED TO 

20 HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS LAST YEAR IN HARRIS COUNTY.

13 MILLION 
MEALS 82 CENTS

2,847

HARRIS COUNTY RESIDENTS SERVED IN 2015

NATIONWIDE

OF EVERY DOLLAR RAISED GOES TO 
DIRECT SERVICES.

PEOPLE WERE PROVIDED GIFTS AND 
CLOTHING THROUGH THE MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY ANGEL TREE PROGRAM.

Community Impact 
Newspaper launched a new 
philanthropic mission in 

2016: CI Cares seeks to aid citizens in our 
communities affected by hunger and poverty 
in order to give them a chance to thrive. The 
organizations featured in this section reflect 
that mission.

CI CARES
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SHELTER WERE PROVIDED TO THOSE 
EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS IN 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY  
LAST YEAR. 

19,945

Veterans served

People serve through addiction recovery 
programs

People served at homeless shelters

People served at homeless shelters

Families served

Youth served

People served

4,782

2,029

4,032

1,948

975

811

749

$29,243
WAS PROVIDED FOR RENTAL 
OR UTILITY ASSISTANCE TO 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
RESIDENTS IN 2015.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
RESIDENTS SERVED IN  2015

As a local Texas bank, we’re proud to provide exceptional 
financial services and advice to the many folks who make 
Houston such a remarkable place to live, work, and raise a family.

Visit your local Amegy Bank to discuss how we can 
improve your financial performance.

A division of ZB, N.A. Member FDIC.
© 2016 ZB, N.A.

STRONG ROOTS 
MAKE STRONG 
COMMUNITIES.

28535_Strong Roots Ad_4.5085x5.5416_v1.indd   1 11/22/16   10:45 AM

PRIVATE DINING
It is nev� t� late to b�k 
y�r h�iday p	ty.

Visit us on:www.jaspersthewoodlands.com

Market Street 
9595 Six Pines Dr.  The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-298-6600
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DECEMBER

8-11  ’The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever’

Produced by Class Act Productions, 
the Christmas classic follows a couple 
struggling to produce a church Christmas 
pageant. 7:30 p.m. (Dec. 8-10), 2:30 p.m. 
(Dec. 10-11), 10:30 a.m. (Dec. 10). $15-
$20. Class Act Productions, 25275 Budde 
Road, Ste. 25, Spring.  
www.classactproductions.org

10 Pancakes with Santa 
The catered event features live 

entertainment with Tom’s Fun Band, 
a printed photo with Santa Claus, face 
painting, a snow play, a puppet show 
and letters to Santa Claus. Reservations 
are required, and the event is for chil-
dren age 7 and younger. 8-11 a.m. $15 
(adults), $30 (children). The Woodlands 
Children’s Museum, 4775 W. Panther 
Creek Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-465-0955. 
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

10   Northwoods annual holiday 
craft sale

Hosted by the Northwoods Avant Gar-
den Gallery, local works of art at vari-
ous price points and genres are avail-
able for purchase. Artists, crafters, 
weavers, bag-makers, authors with 
signed books, musicians with CDs, and 
a variety of services for sale, including 
meal preparation and holiday help, are 
all featured. Light appetizers, wine and 
other beverages are available. 6-7:30 
p.m. Free. Northwoods Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 1370 N. Millbend 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-298-2780. 
www.northwoodsuu.org/art-gal-
lery-policy

14 & 17  Gingerbread 
house workshop 

Children can  visit with Mrs. Claus as 
she helps them build and decorate 
gingerbread houses. The event is 
recommended for children age 7 and 
younger. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. (both dates). 
$5 (in addition to admission fee). The 
Woodlands Children’s Museum, 4775 
W. Panther Creek Drive, The Wood-
lands. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

14   Hanukkah celebration and 
menorah lighting 

The Congregation Beth Shalom of The 
Woodlands hosts the celebration, which 
includes the lighting of a 6-foot meno-
rah, food, crafts and music. 5:30-7 p.m. 
Free. Hughes Landing, 1900 Hughes 
Landing Blvd., The Woodlands.  
281-362-1100. www.cbsw.org

15   Community hayride 
The hayride takes participants 

to see the city’s “Light Up the Night” 
decorated house winners. Parking is 
available behind City Hall. 5:30-8:30 
p.m. (full event), 5:30, 6:30 and 7:30 
p.m. (hayrides leave). Free (donations 
for Nourishment for the Needy are 
accepted). Oak Ridge North City Hall, 
27424 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge North. 
832-381-3215. www.oakridgenorth.com

16   Deck the Halls: Christmas 
tree creations 

Families can gather for a night of 
ornament crafting and tree decorating, 
including cookies, hot cocoa and holiday 
music. Participants receive a 4-foot tree 
and supplies. Preregistration is required. 
6-8 p.m. $60 (resident per tree), $70 
(nonresident per tree). The Woodlands 
Township Recreation Center, 5310 
Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

17   Feliz Navi-Dog
Dogs and their owners are 

invited to Bear Branch Dog Park for 
a treat hunt and holiday costume 
contest. Participants enjoy hot cocoa 
and decorate a stocking for their dog. 
Preregistration is required. 10 a.m. $5 
(per dog). Bear Branch Dog Park, 5200 
Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

17  ‘How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas’ 

The public is invited to bring blankets 
and lawn chairs for a showing of “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas.” The event 
also includes photos with Santa and the 
opportunity to create specialty popcorn. 
Preregistration is required. 6-8 p.m. $8 
(per person). The Lodge at Rob Fleming 
Park, 6055 Creekside Forest Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

17   ‘Christmas with a Beat’ 
The Woodlands Chorale 

performs classical selections as well 
as contemporary and world music, 
highlighting the Christmas traditions 

DEC

11
‘A Very Woodlands Christmas VIII’
The Woodlands Concert Band, an ensemble of area musicians, features several 
arrangements of Christmas and holiday tunes during the holiday concert. 

7-8:45 p.m. Free. Christ Church United Methodist, 6363 Research Forest Drive, The 
Woodlands. www.woodlandsband.org

COMPILED BY TARA POHLMEYER 
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FEATURED EVENT

Patten Pool Repair
LICENSED & INSURED

OUR WORK SPEAKS

FOR ITSELF

SINCE 1982

REPAIRS
WEEKLY 

MAINTENANCE
REMODELING 

TILE CLEANING
ACID WASH

DECK OVERLAYS 

281-367-7796
WWW.PATTENPOOL.COM

LET US TAKE CARE OF IT

2014 & 2015 ANGIE’S LIST
SUPER SERVICE AWARD WINNER

your pool!
Start 

                enjoying

20% OFF
FILTER CLEANS
IN DECEMBER  

AND JANUARY.
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9-11 
Tomball German Christmas Market
The event includes four music stages, 175 street vendors in an open-air 
market, ethnic and festival food, beer, wine, a full carnival, petting zoo, 

street performers, souvenirs, arts and crafts, antiques and a heritage center. 6-10 p.m. 
(Dec. 9), 10 a.m.-10 p.m. (Dec. 10), 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (Dec. 11). Free (admission, parking 
and shuttle). Old Town Tomball, 201 S. Elm St., Tomball. www.tomballgermanfest.org
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WORTH THE TRIP
of Spain, Nigeria, the U.S., Peru and 
England. 7 p.m. $10. The Woodlands 
Community Presbyterian Church, 4881 
W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands. 
www.thewoodlandschorale.org

19-23, 26-30   
 

    Winter break camp 
Legends Sports Complex hosts two 
weeks of activities during the holi-
day break. Basketball and soccer are 
offered during Week One, football and 
volleyball are offered during Week 
Two. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. $125-$200. Leg-
ends Sports Complex, 602 Pruitt Road, 
Spring. 281-298-5700.  
www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

19-23, 27-30    
Sunny Dayz Drop-In Camp 
Each camp is held at The Woodlands 
Recreation Center. Campers need to 
bring a lunch, two snacks and a refillable 
water bottle, as well as wear comfortable 
clothes and tennis shoes. Registration 
is required. 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (each 
day), 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. (Dec. 30), no camp 
(Dec. 26). $50 (per day), $125 (three-day 
week), $200 (five days per week); sibling 
discounts are available. The Woodlands 
Township Recreation Center, 5310 
Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-210-3950. 
 www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

22   Juggler Claude Sims 
The Woodlands Children’s 

Museum hosts two performances by 
professional juggler Claude Sims for 
children age 7 and younger. 10:45 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. Free (with admission). 
The Woodlands Children’s Museum, 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

31    New Year’s Eve countdown 
The Woodlands Children’s 

Museum rings in the New Year with bal-
loon and confetti drops. 10 a.m.-noon 
or 1-3 p.m. Free (with admission). The 
Woodlands Children’s Museum, 4775 
W. Panther Creek Drive, The Wood-
lands. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org 

JANUARY

8    
St. Jude Red Carpet for Hope 
This event takes place prior to 

The Golden Globe awards and allows 

guest to enjoy a red carpet reception, 
live auction and dinner. Guests will also 
listen to testimonies from the families 
of St. Jude patients. Event proceeds will 
benefit St. Jude Children’s Research 5 
p.m. $150 (individual), $1,500 (table), 
$1,500-$25,000 (sponsorships). The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins 
Drive. 866-278-5833. www.stjude.org

ONLINE CALENDAR

Find more or submit The Woodlands 
events at  
communityimpact.com/wdl-calendar

To have The Woodlands events consid-
ered for the print edition, they must be 
submitted online by the fourth Friday of 
the month.



38 Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com

DOSEY DOE BIG BARN
25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands 
281-367-3774 • www.doseydoe.com
December

 09-10 Mark Chesnutt  
              “Country Christmas”
 11 Howard Jones
 12 American Aquarium

 16 Sarah Kelly and The Kiddo  
              40 Choir
 17 Jason Cassidy
 21 Shane Smith and John Baumann
 22 Jason Eady
 23 Jack Ingram with Kyle Hutton
 30 Restless Heart
 31 Asleep at the Wheel
January 
 05 Alex Weeden with Jamie  
              Talbert Band
 06 Sammy Kershaw
 07 Mary Sarah

DOSEY DOE MUSIC 
CAFE
463 FM 1488, Conroe 
936-271-2171 • www.doseydoe.com
December 

 07 Jeremy Nail
 08 Matt Caldwell
 09 8 Seconds
 10 Theresa Yow
 16 Zach Nytomt 
 17 Evelyn Rubio
 18 Woodlands Symphony Orchestra
 20 Caleb Lovely and Alexis Wilkins
 21 Strangetowne
 22 Troy and Jon McConnell
 13 Market Junction with  
             Michael Blattel
 28 Savercool, Justin Gambino Band 
              and One Way Home 
 29 The Mighty Orq 

 30 Dimitri’s Rail 
 31 The Level One Band
January 
 06  Austin Jenckes & The Wicks

GENUWINE TASTING 
ROOM
6503 FM 1488, Magnolia 
832-934-2675  
www.mygenuwine.com
December
 07 Phil Marquez
 08 Cody Beyer
 09 Rick Shiel
 10 Sheri Lavo and Ain’t  
              Nobody’s Business
 14 Kimberly Dawn
 15 Shiloh
 16 Coleton Black
 17 Fire NR Bones 
 21 Sheri Lavo 
 22 Luke Novick
 23 Yelba
 28 Nick Colunga
 29 Sam Jenkins Duo
 30 Luke Novick
 31 Undercover
January 
 05 Keith Rea
 06 Magpie & Loon
 07 Sheri Lavo and Ain’t  
              Nobody’s Business

MAIN STREET  
CROSSING
111 W. Main St., Tomball 
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com
December 

 07 Brandon Rhyder

 08 Vince King: Elvis Tribute 
              Christmas Show
 13 Riders in the Sky
 14 Willow Creek Junction
 15 Cool Freddie E & The Crew
 16 Shake Russell and  
              Michael Hearne
 17 Doug Allen Nash and  
              Penny Giley: Johnny Cash Tribute

 23 Billy Joe Shaver
 30 David Ramirez
 31 Shay Domann
January
 04 Mark Jones and Twenty Paces  
 06 Gene Watson
 07 The Fab 5 

THE REFUGE BAR  
& BISTRO
24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands
713-389-5674 
www.refugeinthewoodlands.com
December 

 09 Louis Lamb
 16 Yelba
 17 J-Walkers
 23 Stan G.
 30 Kamil

COMPILED BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

DEC

13
The Homestead
The Homestead, a group of worship leaders and musicians from around the 
Greater Houston area, perform its annual Christmas concert in The Wood-

lands, combining fellowship and musicianship. The band will also be releasing its new 
CD at the event. 7:30 p.m. $10-$15. Dosey Doe Big Barn, 25911 I-45 N., The Wood-
lands. 281-367-3774. www.doseydoe.com

FEATURED EVENT

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands

 08  Amanda Shires

     21-22  Stoney LaRue

 14  Wade Bowen with Dalton Domino

High Noon Countdown Sat. Dec. 31st10am-Noon and 1-3pm. Pre-purchase of admission is advised.

2 (Squared)

NEW
YEAR’S 

COUNTDOWN!

Mrs. Claus’ Gingerbread 
House Workshop

Wed. Dec. 14th and
Sat. Dec. 17th 10am-3pm

Pancakes with Santa

Sat. Dec. 10th 8-11am.

Pre-paid Reservations ONLY.

4775 West Panther Creek Drive #280
The Woodlands, TX 77381    281-465-0955

www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

Make NEW 

Holiday
Memories!
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The VIP
Del Frisco’s Grille

French Antarctique
Guri do Sul

D   el Frisco’s Grille in The Wood-
lands has an extensive menu 

that includes a variety of hand-
crafted martinis.

One of the most popular martinis 
at the restaurant is The VIP, which is 
made with sweet Hawaiian pineap-
ple-infused Svedka Clementine vodka 
and is $11.

Manager Jon Peck said pineapple 
is soaked in Clementine vodka for 14 
days, and the cocktail is a customer 
favorite at the restaurant.

“It’s our most popular drink; we’re 
actually known for it,” Peck said. “We 
also have a full bar with 250 labels 
on our wine list. We’re an everyday  
restaurant with a modern twist on 
American comfort food.”

The eatery offers a wide dinner and 
lunch menu as well as a variety of 
brunch options on weekends. Group 
dining is also available for special 
occasions at the restaurant. An exec-
utive room seats 30 guests, the patio 
seats 120 guests and the VIP patio 
serves 30 guests. 

G uri do Sul, a Brazilian steak-
house in The Woodlands, offers 

a variety of specialty cocktails using 
Guarana Antarctica, a Brazilian soda.

One of the drinks the restaurant 
offers with the soda is a new creation 
called the French Antarctique, which 
is $10. 

The drink is made with Ciroc 
Mango, lime juice and Guarna Antar-
citica soda, and then garnished with 
a lime. 

“The experience here is unique, 
and we want it to be as Brazilian 
as possible,” owner Shaher Khan 
said. “Our specialized drinks are as 
authentic as possible.”

The fine-dining restaurant also 
offers 12 types of seasoned meats, 
such as beef, lamb, pork, chicken and 
Brazilian sausage. A salad bar, and a 
wine and dessert list are also offered 
at the eatery.

Group dining for parties and events 
is also available at the restaurant 
with a private banquet room available 
to accommodate 20 to 25 guests.

BY ABIGAIL LOOP 

Del Frisco’s Grille

1900 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 500, 
The Woodlands

281-465-0300

www.delfriscosgrille.com/woodlands

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat.11 a.m.-11 p.m.,  
Sun. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.

Guri do Sul

1400 Research Forest Drive,  
Shenandoah

281-907-4146

www.guristeakhouse.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 4-9 
p.m., Fri. 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 4:30- 
10:30 p.m., Sat. 4:30-10:30 p.m.,  
Sun. 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m

N

HUGH

ES LANDING BLVD.

LAKE WOODLANDS DR.

RESEARCH FOREST DR.
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Q: With the election over, what should people be 
doing differently in their wealth planning?
There is a lot of buzz around the surprising election 
results and much opinion about the impact on 
pocketbook issues. After 45 years of watching families 
address a variety of unexpected events, our advice is 
unchanged: Avoid reacting and stick with your plan.

Q: What do you mean “Stick with your plan?”
If you’ve developed a sound plan around your important 
financial goals, then you should have already evaluated 
some form of “stress-testing.” This stress-testing 
confirms you can stay on track toward your important 
goals despite inevitable potholes along the way. Making 
sudden changes in your planned route, thinking you 
can dodge every pothole, is almost always a losing 
proposition. This assumes, of course, that you have a 
sound, stress-tested plan in place; if not, developing 
that plan should be your only priority.

Q: So are you saying “Do nothing different?”
No; it makes little sense to stick your head in the 
sand. Our firm’s two committees --Wealth Planning 
and Investment -- include professionals from multiple 

disciplines –attorneys, CPAs, CFA® charterholders 
and CFP® practitioners. We’ve invested hours in 
discussion since the election, debating and assessing 
the future landscape. We can see some shifts in policy 
emphasis that will likely have portfolio and tax-planning 
implications and may call for tactical changes. But the 
fundamentals that dictate a family’s long-term success 
have not changed. Imagine the confidence that comes 
from knowing your planning has a sound foundation.

Q: So what is the next step?
Linscomb & Williams can sit down for a no-cost, no-
obligation discussion to provide a second opinion on 
your existing plan in light of the current conditions. 
If you have no plan, we can design an individually 
tailored plan for you. We have an experienced team of 
professionals to develop the plan and execute it without 
the conflict of selling financial products. We are ready 
to talk and can sit down for an exploratory conversation 
at our office right here in The Woodlands.

For more information, or a copy of our Form ADV, Part II, 
with all of our disclosures, call Craig Ivy or Larry Napier at        
281-841-0707 or visit www.linscomb-williams.com

WORTHWHILE CONVERSATIONS

The Linscomb & Williams Woodlands team.
(Left to right: Paul Vitale, CFP®; B. Craig Ivy, AIF®;                     
J. Harold Williams, CPA/PFS, CFP®; Larry Napier, CPA; 
Lauren Rich, CFP®, not pictured)
Linscomb & Williams is not an accounting firm.

1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 200   The Woodlands, Texas 77380
281 841 0707    www.linscomb-williams.com

NOW WHAT?  PUTTING THE ELECTION BEHIND US
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Mathnasium of Cy-Fair
John Labuda • Dr. Catherine Labuda 

LSC-CyFair area

Mirror Lake Designs
Michael Shawn Kelly • Blinda Ann Kelly 

LSC-North Harris area

Minuteman Press Humble, TX
Connie Chandler • Darryal Chandler 

LSC-Kingwood area

Massage Envy  
Tomball and Teas Crossing
Mack Miller • Michelle Miller 

LSC-Tomball area

Better Bookkeepers, Inc.
Melanie Bush • Barry Blanton 

LSC-Montgomery area

Shredding on the Go
James Parker 

LSC-University Park area

832.813.6674  |  evolveyourbusiness.org

ANNIVERSARY

TH30
SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS SMALL BUSINESS OF 

THE YEAR

Presented by the Small Business Advisory Council 
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W   hen Cinda Hitchcock 
was 22 years old, she 

noticed a sign on a bulletin 
board in her dorm that read, 
“An empty trash can is a sign of 
ecological living.” It was the 
first time she became aware of 
the needs of the environment 
around her. Today, she is 
serving her third year as 
president of The Woodlands 
Grassroots Environmental 
Education Network. 

The Woodlands GREEN was 
formed in 1989—formerly The 
Woodlands Recycles—by a 
group of residents who wanted 
curbside recycling in the 
then-relatively new community. 

The founding members of 
the nonprofit organization lob-
bied The Woodlands’ governing 
powers, and by 1994, the group 
had secured curbside recycling 
for The Woodlands residents. 

“When we first started, the 
organization’s only goal was to 

get curbside recycling,” Hitch-
cock said. “However, there was 
still education on environmen-
tal matters that was needed. 
So today, we’re an educational 
group—that’s our focus.” 

The Woodlands GREEN has 
65 members with a lengthy list 
of accomplishments and exten-
sive hours of volunteer work 
through its partnership with 
The Woodlands Township and 
close ties to the Environmental 
Services Department. 

The organization hosts six 
lectures annually on environ-
mental topics, co-sponsors the 
township’s Walk in the Woods 
lecture series and the annual 
Green Up Clean Up and 3R 
Bazaar. It also provides volun-
teers at community events. 

The Woodlands GREEN also 
raises scholarship money for 
high school students and has a 
student ambassador program 
through which students can 

The Woodlands GREEN
Environmental group striving to attract younger generation

BY HANNAH ZEDAKERNONPROFIT

ENVIRONMENTAL ENDEAVORS

The Woodlands GREEN has celebrated many milestones since its 
inception in 1989. Over the past 27 years, the nonprofit has achieved 
many accomplishments in addition to getting curbside recycling.

earn community service hours. 
“We want to reinvigorate our 

student ambassador program 
because we want to get more 
kids involved,” Hitchcock said. 
“The environmentalists of the 
1970s are in our waning years 
now, so we need to get the 
younger generation involved.” 

The organization has other 
ambitions aside from recycling 
it hopes to tackle, including 
promoting active transporta-
tion like biking, redevelopment 
of older villages with low-im-
pact development strategies 
and banning plastic bags. 

However, despite their edu-
cation efforts, Hitchcock said 
recycling stream contamination 
—a result of improper recycling 
techniques —is still a big issue 
in The Woodlands. Because 
of this, the organization must 
continue to focus on recycling. 

“We can’t live without a 
healthy environment,” she 
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The Woodlands GREEN President Cinda Hitchcock (left) and founding 
member Christina West worked the annual 3R Bazaar in November. 

1989: The Woodlands Recycles Inc. begins volunteer recycling. 
1990: The group begins sponsoring  annual The Woodlands Earth     
                Day Festival and Feed the Dragon village challenges.   
1994-95: Curbside recycling service begins in The Woodlands.  
1996: It begins sponsoring The Woodlands Water Fest: Water is Life. 
2000: It begins sponsoring the Walk in the Woods lecture series. 
2010: It begins sponsoring the Going Green Sustainability lectures.

said. “Although we live in 
a nice community here in 
The Woodlands, there are 
people in other areas of the 

world that really suffer. We 
can still improve a lot of the 
things that we do here on a 
daily basis.”

For more information, visit   
www.thewoodlandsgreen.org.

1.10 APY*

%
7-Month Smart CD

No time to make your money work?
This rate works for you.

Member
FDIC

Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world

*Domestic accounts only. Advertised rate applies only to accounts opened at a Mercantil Commercebank Banking Center location. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 11/14/16. To take advantage of this 
offer, CD must be opened commencing 11/14/16 with new funds deposited to Mercantil Commercebank. The minimum balance to open an account and obtain the advertised APY is $10,000 up to a maximum of 
$500,000. Stated APY is valid for Personal and Business account customers. Individual customers must be citizens or resident aliens of the United States (U.S.) with a valid U.S. Taxpayer identification number. 
Advertised rate is subject to change without notice. Penalties for early withdrawal may be imposed. Fees could reduce earnings on the account.

The Woodlands Banking Center
1735 Research Forest Drive
Shenandoah, TX  77380

Tel:

(281) 520-3002
Jack Johnson
VP, Branch Sales and Service Manager
NMLS ID #538091

More CD rates and flexible

terms available to meet your savings needs at 

www.mercantilcb.com

Call us today or visit your nearest Banking Center.
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L   ocal singer-songwriter 
Kyle Hutton, who has 

lived in The Woodlands area 
for 14 years, describes his 
music as optimistic and 
hopeful, which he mostly 
credits to being adopted at  
6 weeks old. 

With five full-length coun-
try-folk albums under his 
belt, Hutton said he strives for 
authenticity in each song he 
writes. 

“When I write I’m not just 
writing for a record,” Hutton 
said. “I write when there’s 
something that needs to be 
said, or when I come up with 
something that I want to try 
to get down.”

In 2007, Hutton pioneered 
Real Life Real Music, a syn-
dicated radio program taped 
at Dosey Doe in The Wood-
lands that has since produced 
over 200 episodes featuring 

country, Americana and folk 
musicians.

“We bring them in, and 
me and the songwriter sit on 
stage and I interview them 
about their music,” Hutton 
said. “For me, it’s kind of a 
continued exploration of the 
songwriting process—of what 
people are thinking and feel-
ing when they write the songs 
that move me or that move 
other people.”

Hutton wrote his first com-
plete song during his soph-
omore year at Texas A&M 
University. His musical influ-
ences at the time were Don 
Williams, Bob McDill, Steve 
Earle and Radney Foster. 

These days, Hutton is work-
ing on a project with Foster. 
Together, they have written 
a collection of songs focused 
on raising awareness about 
children in foster care.

“I spent the first six weeks 
of my life in some sort of 
foster [care] situation before 
I was adopted, so that cause 
is important to me,” Hutton 
said. “Radney’s got a couple 
of brothers and sisters that 
were adopted, so it’s import-
ant to him.”

Hutton and Foster recorded 
the project in Nashville a cou-
ple of months ago, and their 
album is slated to come out 
in early 2017. All proceeds will 
go to charities that help foster 
children. Over the years, 
Hutton has written songs for 
himself as well as for and 
with other artists. 

“I enjoy the collaborations, 
but I also love it when some-
thing just comes to me and 
it’s just me and a pen and a 
guitar,” Hutton said. “That’s 
cool, too.”

Looking back, Hutton said 

Kyle Hutton
Seasoned singer-songwriter produces local radio show

BY BETH MARSHALLPEOPLE 
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1: Local singer-songwriter 
Kyle Hutton performs at 
Dosey Doe. 2: Hutton per-
forms with Radney Foster—
one of his musical influenc-
es—at Dosey Doe. The pair 
are collaborating on a new 
album for 2017.

1

2

there are songs on his early 
albums that he does not 
necessarily love listening to 
anymore. However, he said 
it is all part of the process of 
becoming a better songwriter.

“While all of [the albums] 
I think were a representation 

of where I was at either in life 
or in the craft of songwriting, 
you hope you get better,” 
Hutton said. “Just like with 
anything else that you do, the 
more you do it, if you’re not 
getting better, then something 
is wrong.”

Magnolia   32411 FM 2978, Suite A   281-298-5200      
AnthologyLighting.com    Follow us on Facebook  

Dress Up Your Home  
For The Holidays 
Illuminate your holiday gatherings and  
enhance any room all year round with  
lighting from Anthology Lighting.  
Choose from our incredible selection  
of chandeliers, wall lights, pendants,  
table and floor lamps to add a festive  
glow to your celebrations. We also  
carry home accents and accessories,  
and ceiling fans.

LE MARAIS – 6-light chandelier with  
hand-worked iron frame and gold leaf finish.

for the holidays!
All you need is LIGHT
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S   ince taking over as the program 
director and senior coach for The 

Woodlands Diving Academy in 1989, 
Ken Armstrong has sent 10 athletes to 
the Olympics and helped more than 80 
athletes earn diving scholarships to 
Division I colleges. 

Originally from Canada, Armstrong 
attended The University of Texas and 
dove in the 1972 and 1976 Olympic 
games before turning to coaching. He 
relocated to The Woodlands in 1985 and 
took over The Woodlands Diving Acad-
emy, formerly The Woodlands Diving 
Team, shortly after. 

“So far, every kid that comes out of 
this program has gone on to receive 
a Division I college scholarship—100 
percent,” Armstrong said. “That’s pretty 
hard to do, but that’s our goal. [The] 
Olympics is secondary in my mind. If 
they get to that point, that’s great, but I 
want their education paid for.”

The academy has had divers in every 
Olympics since 2000, including 2004 

when five divers were from Armstrong’s 
team and he was the head Olympic 
coach. 

One of those athletes was Laura 
Wilkinson, who under the coaching 
of Armstrong attended UT on a diving 
scholarship and dove in the 2000, 2004 
and 2008 Olympics. Eight years later, 
she still dives with the team for fun, and 
her daughter participates in the acade-
my’s Acrokidz program.  

“The team has always been like 
a family, and I’ve found after going 
to college and other places—those 
teams aren’t like that,” Wilkinson said. 
“There’s definitely a unique environ-
ment [Armstrong] has created here 
where everyone works hard together, 
but we have fun, too.” 

In the 1970s when The Woodlands 
Diving Academy first began, the team 
used The Woodlands Athletic Center 
as its pool facility. In 2009, however, 
the center was demolished and turned 
into an apartment complex forcing the 

academy to find another home. 
“When The Woodlands Athletic 

Center was demolished, it had a pretty 
massive impact on us,” Armstrong 
said. “The Conroe [ISD] Natatorium is 
phenomenal, and CISD has been noth-
ing but gracious and accommodating. 
But there’s five or six high schools that 
utilize this pool, so our pool time is very 
limited, making it very difficult to main-
tain an international-level program.” 

The Woodlands Diving Academy has 
a dryland/gym facility in Oak Ridge 
North where the team spends the 
first half of its practice out of water. It 
then travels to the CISD Natatorium in 
Shenandoah for the second half. 

The facility does not have a platform, 
meaning if athletes want to practice cer-
tain skills, they have to go to Texas A&M 
University or The University of Houston. 

“Diving is a great opportunity for 
scholarships, but it also opens up a 
world of opportunity for kids to travel, 
go to meets and meet new people,” 

BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

1: The Woodlands Diving Academy has sent 10 athletes to The Olympics since 2000. 2: Ken Armstrong 
has been the team’s coach since 1989. 3: The academy has training teams for athletes of all ages. 

The Woodlands Diving Academy

27646 Commerce Oaks Drive,  
Oak Ridge North 

281-475-5312

www.woodlandsdiving.org

The Woodlands Diving Academy
Olympic coach dreaming of new pool facility 

COMMERCE DR.

SPECTRUM WAY

OAK RIDGE PARK
ROBINSON RD.
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COMMUNITY

The Woodlands Diving Academy 
offers training groups to meet the 
needs of athletes of all ages, skill 
levels and schedules. 

• Senior National Team: 12.5 
hours of training per week, 
invite only 

• Junior National Team: 11.5 
hours of training per week, 
invite only 

• Advanced: 6 hours of training 
per week, $120 per month 

• Intermediate 2: 3 hours of 
training per week, $160 per 
month, age 12 and older

• Intermediate 1: 3 hours of 
training per week, $160 per 
month, age 11 and younger 

• Beginners: 2 hours of training 
per week, $135 per month 

• AcroKidz: training hours vary, 
ages 3-6

TRAINING TEAMS

Wilkinson said. “The dream is to 
have one all-inclusive facility with the 
dryland/gym and the pool with a plat-
form—that’s [Armstrong’s] big vision.” 

Lessons Director Scott Jenson said a 
new facility would also enable him to 
take on more young athletes. 

“I have a wait list of more than 20 
kids, and I really wish I could just bring 
them all on the team,” Jenson said. 
“I really just want to grow the sport 
because it’s a fun, different sport.” 

Meeting the social, emotional, and academic 
needs of our patients.

Our team is composed of caring experts in the fi elds 
of psychiatry, psychology, counseling, nutrition and 
academic coaching.

Call us for a Complimentary 
Consultation Today at 281-528-4226

Individual Treatment Solutions for you, your child, and your family

111 Vision Park Blvd | Shenandoah, TX 77384  www.ADDwoodlands.com
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Health facility taps into nature to fight childhood obesity
BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

Lone Star Family Health 
Center in Montgomery County 
is fighting rising childhood 
obesity rates by encouraging 
patients to spend more time 
in nature. 

Since 2011, the health 
center’s doctors have written 
prescriptions for children to 
spend more time outside and 
less time with technology. 
In April, the center took this 
initiative one step further by 
becoming the first federally 
qualified health center in the 
U.S. with a certified nature 
explore classroom. 

“We got approached 
through a grant to build one 
of these classrooms at our 
center, and we thought it was 
just a beautiful integration 
between health care and 
nature while trying to get 
people healthier,” Medi-
cal Director Daniel Porter 
said. “We see a tremendous 

amount of childhood obesity 
here and all of the prob-
lems that childhood obesity 
brings later in life. There’s 
research now that shows that 
if you can get children out in 
nature, you reduce [con-
ditions] like asthma, ADD, 
depression and anxiety.” 

The $30,000 project was 
funded through a federal 
grant from the National 
Environmental Education 
Foundation and the National 
Parks Service. The health 
center was notified of the 
grant award in January, and 
the park celebrated its grand 
opening in April. 

The nature explore 
classroom is situated adja-
cent to the health center in 
Conroe and has stations that 
integrate different learning 
styles with nature. Geared 
toward children ages 1-6, the 
classroom includes a music 
station, a water feature, a 

garden with fresh herbs and 
produce, and stations where 
children can use natural 
objects to build creations 
small and large.  

“I just kept seeing kid after 
kid with childhood obe-
sity, and I was just looking 
for something else to offer 
them,” Dr. Porter said. “You 
don’t want to put a child on 
drugs—that shouldn’t be our 
treatment for obesity and all 
these other problems—if we 
can treat it by just changing 
their lifestyle.” 

Health center counselors 
and their mental health 
patients also use the facility, 
as nature helps open up com-
munication barriers, he said. 

The next step for the health 
center will be figuring out 
a way to scientifically track 
data to see how these initia-
tives are working, Porter said. 

“This is just the infancy to 
me,” he said. “We as doctors 

HEALTH CARE

Lone Star Family Health Center is the first federally qualified health 
center in the U.S. to open a certified nature explore classroom.
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need to do something differ-
ent because we’re not really 
changing the childhood 
obesity or the diabetes rates 
by doing what we’re doing. 
Doctors are motivated to help 

fix problems so I think if we 
can just get into the mind-
set that there are solutions 
beyond medications, we can 
make a difference.” 

Lone Star Family Health Center

605 S. Conroe Medical Drive, Conroe 
936-539-4004
www.lonestarfamily.org N

S. CONROE 
MEDICAL 
DRIVE

336

PURCHASE $250 IN MORTON’S GRILLE GIFT CARDS, 
RECEIVE A $50 REWARD CARD*

*ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY, ASK YOUR SERVER FOR DETAILS.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR THAT SPECIAL TIME OF YEAR

THE WOODLANDS  I  25 WATERWAY AVE.
832-585-0794  I  MORTONSGRILLE.COM

ENJOY A HOLIDAY MEAL  
WITH MORTON’S GRILLE THIS

Christmas eve
& Christmas day

LET US HANDLE DINNER. 
WE’LL LEAVE THE CELEBRATING UP TO YOU.
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D  EFINE body & mind opened in 
The Woodlands in 2013 as the 

company’s first franchise location and 
has not only become a workout studio 
for residents, but also a community hub.

Co-owners Gelena Scally and 
Sabrina Militello said they have seen 
the fitness studio grow and create a 
sense of family as the pair developed a 
regular clientele. 

“Our client base has definitely 
grown,” Militello said. “We’ve seen a 
steady stream of people discovering 
that we’re here. It’s more than just a 
workout here, more than a place you 
go to just to sweat.”

Militello and Scally said the studio 
has seen success since opening due to 
the uniqueness of the business, which 
offers a variety of barre classes as well 
as a spin class. The company also offers 
a Define foods programs as well as a 
Define life program.

“We offer everything all in one roof,” 
Militello said. “We have five different 
classes for body and mind. Define as a 

company also offers Define foods so we 
have a nutrition base, and we offer a 
Define life program, which is a 12-week 
self-development program.”

Barre classes at the studio include 
Definebody, Definemind, Define-
bounce and Defineyoga. Barre classes 
at the studio combine Pilates, yoga, 
ballet and core strengthening to target 
all the major muscle groups. Defi-
nerevolution is the studio’s spin class.

“We’re always looking to grow 
to what our clients need us to be 
so [Definebounce] was brought in 
recently,” Scally said. 

Scally said they also work with 
clients on a membership that meets 
their needs.

“We want to make sure pricing 
works for everyone,” Scally said. “We 
offer single-, five-, 10- or 20-class 
packages. We then have partnerships 
with companies where they negotiate 
rates for employees. We also provide 
discounts to teachers since they give 
back without getting a lot in return.”

Define body & mind
Boutique fitness studio offers barre, spin classes

BY ABIGAIL LOOPCOMMUNITY

1: Co-owners Gelena Scalley and 
Sabrina Millitello serve as instructors 
for a variety of classes at Define body & 
mind in The Woodlands. 2: Participants 
hold a pose during the Definebody class, 
a class that incorporates Pilates, yoga, 
ballet and core strengthening. 2

1

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 D
E

FI
N

E
 B

O
D

Y
 &

 M
IN

D
A

B
IG

A
IL

 L
O

O
P/

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 IM
PA

C
T 

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

Single session: $22
            five-pack: $105
               10-pack: $200
               20-pack: $380
               30-pack: $540

Unlimited Definebody, revolution or 
bounce: $160 per month

Unlimited Definebody, revolution and 
bounce: $250 per month

          CLASS PRICES Define body & mind

4747 Research  
Forest Drive, Ste. 100, 
The Woodlands

832-499-6383

Mon.-Thu. 5 a.m.- 
8 p.m., Fri. 5 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat.- 
Sun. 5 a.m.-12 p.m.

thewoodlands.definebody.com
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W   hen Leiann Klein adopted her 
Australian shepherd, Jasmine, 

in 2014, she had no idea how much it 
would affect her career as an artist. 

From 2008-14, Klein took a hiatus 
from painting. The first thing she 
painted in 2014 was a portrait of 
Jasmine. Since then, Klein has raised 
nearly $12,000 to help homeless pets 
in and around Montgomery County by 
painting the pets of clients. 

“[Jasmine] really awoke something 
in me that had been dormant for quite 
some time,” Klein said. “From 2008-14, 
I never picked up a paintbrush. When I 
did, I painted Jasmine, and that’s when 
this all happened. I don’t think I’m 
going to be giving it up anytime soon.”

Before taking a break from art, Klein 
had her own business painting murals 
in New York City restaurants and com-
mercial construction companies. 

“In 2008, when the market crashed 
and people were losing their businesses 
and homes, clearly they were not paying 
me to paint murals,” Klein said. “My 
business went from being quite viable 
to zero, and I had just had a baby girl. 
While that was super positive, I kind of 
felt a little lost as to where I was going 
in life.”

Klein, a New York City native, began 
painting in high school. From there, she 
went on to attend the Fashion Institute 
of Technology for illustration, and she 
received her masters degree from New 
York University. 

Before moving to The Woodlands in 
2012, Klein taught art to at-risk students 
for eight years. Aside from painting 
murals, she would also create window 
displays, illustrate books and take on 
any other projects she could handle. 

 “I used to be an art educator in New 
York City, and I kind of wanted to retire 
from that,” Klein said. “I just started 
doing my own thing, but I’ve really 
enjoyed meeting a lot of people since 
moving to Texas. A lot of folks have 
asked me if I could teach them how to 
do this.”

As a four-year member of The Wood-
lands Art League, Klein said she has not 
taught any classes yet, but hopes to in 
the future. As a full-time artist, she stays 
busy, especially during the holidays 
when she gets most of her requests for 
pet portraits. 

“These are all peoples’ pets,” Klein 
said. “I don’t just say, ‘Today I’m going 
to paint a boxer.’ These are all commis-
sioned pieces. They are all created from 
photographs that the customer emails 
me. I can really work with anyone, 
anywhere.”

In 2014, Klein launched the “30 Dogs 
in 30 Days” campaign, which raised 
$5,000 for Operation Pets Alive. She 
painted one dog portrait each day for 
30 days, and when she sold them, she 
donated a portion back to help home-
less pets. 

“I just realized that I was kind of 
burned out on the commercial side 
of doing art work as far as working 
with large corporations,” Klein said. “I 
wanted to give back to the community.”

Klein encourages people to learn how 
to be an artist because as long as it is 
something that is enjoyable, it will not 
be too hard to pick up, she said. 

“I get the most fulfillment out of this 
because I feel this was a really great 
way to use my talents to help others 
instead of just being a means of making 
money,” Klein said. 

BY BETH MARSHALL

1: New York City native Leiann Klein 
paints pet portraits and donates a 
percentage of her commission to asso-
ciations for homeless pets.  2: Klein can 
paint a pet portrait in about one day.  
3: The busiest time for pet portraits is 
during the holidays.

Leiann Klein
NYC native’s paintings help nonprofits
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ARTIST CORNER

Several pet rescue organizations have 
received donations from Leiann Klein. 

• Operation Pets Alive – Montgomery 
County

• Schnauzer Rescue of Texas – Texas

• Citizens for Animal Protection - 
Houston

• South Texas Aussie Rescue – Texas 

• Stepping Stones Canine Rescue – 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

PET PORTRAIT BENEFICIARIES

For more information, visit   
www.30dogs30days.com.

Free in print.
Free online.

No subscription. 
No paywall.
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The Woodlands is home to a variety of locally owned cafes and tea rooms to fulfill residents’ caffeine needs. Whether it is a morning pick-me-up to get 
the day started or a calming cup of  tea to enjoy a quiet moment, The Woodlands has several locally owned options.

BAZILLE
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands 
(inside Nordstrom) 
832-562-4880
www.nordstrom.com

BLUE MUG CAFE
30420 FM 2978, The Woodlands 
281-292-2583
www.bluemugcafe.com

THE BROOKLYN CAFE
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands 
281-298-7488
www.thebrooklyncafe.com

COFFEESHOP COMPANY
26817 I-45, Spring
832-616-3944
www.coffeeshopthewoodlands.com

CRAVE CUPCAKES
2501 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands
713-622-7283
www.cravecupcakes.com

CREATIVE GROUNDS COFFEE LOUNGE 
25115 Gosling Road, Spring
281-475-6843
www.facebook.com/creativegroundscoffeelounge

DOSEY DOE COFFEESHOP 
8021 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands 
281-465-8411
www.doseydoe.com

Coffee 
varieties

AMERICANO:  
Hot water and espresso

CAPPUCCINO:  
Milk foam, steamed milk  

and espresso

MACCHIATO:  
Foamed milk and espresso

LATTE:  
Steamed milk and espresso

MOCHA:  
Hot chocolate, espresso and 

whipped cream

FLAT WHITE:  
Steamed milk and espresso

CAFE AU LAIT:  
Scalded milk and French  

press coffee

COLD BREW:  
Coffee brewed with room 

temperature water or cold water 
over a 12- to 24-hour brew time

ESPRESSO:  
Strong black coffee made by 

forcing steam through ground 
coffee beans

SOURCES: TEAVANA, STARBUCKS, TEATULIA/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCES: TEAVANA, STARBUCKS, TEATULIA/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

BLACK:  
Bold, robust, high caffeine

MATCHA:  
Organic, nutrient-rich, made 
from green tencha tea leaves, 

high caffeine

GREEN:  
Smooth, springy, medium 

caffeine

WHITE:  
Light, clean, full of 

antioxidants, low caffeine

CHAI TEA LATTE:  
Spiced black tea blended 

with steamed milk

HERBAL:  
Made from herbs, spices 

and flowers instead of tea, 
caffeine-free

OOLONG:  
Floral, complex, medium 

caffeine

DRINKABILITEA CAFE 
3335 College Park Drive, Conroe 
936-231-8989
www.facebook.com/drinkabiliteacafe

FANTASTIC PHO ROYAL TEA 
3707 College Park Drive, Conroe 
936-273-9000

GOURMET BAKERY CAFE 
9950 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 400,  
The Woodlands 
281-298-9684 
www.thewoodlandsgourmetbakery.com

HUMMINGBIRD TEA ROOM & BAKERY 
30420 FM 2978, Ste. 130, The Woodlands
281-419-8362
www.hummingbirdtearoom.com

LEVURE BAKERY AND PATISSERIE 
26400 Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands
832-403-2131 
www.levurebakery.com

LOU LOU’S BEIGNETS
8000 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands
281-651-2459
www.loulousbeignets.com

MILLBEND COFFEEHOUSE OF NUUC 
1370 N. Millbend Drive, The Woodlands 
936-499-9559
www.millbend.org

PIE TOWN CAFE 
19075 I-45 N., Ste. 111D, Shenandoah 
936-321-3336
www.pietown.net

The 24-ounce  

RASPBERRY  
GREEN TEA  

is a DrinkabiliTea Cafe specialty, 
made with passion fruit pearls 

and tapioca  
($5.69). 

The  

ICED CARAMEL 
MACCHIATO  

($4.25) at Blue Mug Cafe is 
made with steamed milk, coffee, 

caramel and espresso. It is 
topped with whipped cream.

Hummingbird Tea Room & 
Bakery boasts a  

COCOA CHAI TEA  
by the pot ($3.50). 
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Mike’s Cigar RoomSpace Cadets Collection Collection

N

45

242

H
A

N
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D
.

ROBINSON RD.

ROBINSON RD.

N

8000 HWY. 242, STE. 119,
CONROE

936-271-0900
WWW.MIKESCIGARROOM.COM

27326 ROBINSON ROAD, STE. 117,
OAK RIDGE NORTH

281-298-1111
WWW.SPACECADETSCOLLECTION.COM

Mike’s Cigar Room has been locat-
ed on Hwy. 242 in Conroe for seven 
years. It offers a variety of cigars, 
lighters and accessories, plus a large 
humidor and a smoking lounge for 
customers. 

Co-owner Brad Frazier said the 
shop offers more than 1,000 differ-
ent cigar faces, and cigars can be 
bought individually or by the box.

One of the cigar brands offered 
at the cigar room is Padron cigars, 
which are handmade in Nicaragua. 
Frazier said the cigar room features 
cigars ranging from $1.60 to $40, 
and boxed discounts are also avail-
able.

Jen King opened Space Cadets 
Collection Collection on Robinson 
Road in 2010; the shop offers a 
variety of new and vintage comics as 
well as graphic novels and toys.

One of the collections King offers 
in her store is a large assortment 
of Pokemon collectibles and toys 
from Japan. The Eevee Evolution 
hanging plush toy is a licensed Ban-
presto item and is one of the many 
Pokemon toys available at the Oak 
Ridge North shop.

Space Cadets  also has weekly 
events for Pokemon leagues and 
tournaments, chess club, board 
game nights and drop-off day 
camps.

PRICE: $26.90 (PER 
CIGAR), $484 (BOX)PRICE: $16.99

Holiday
Gift

GUIDE

Diva Boutique

RESEARCH FOREST DR.GOSLIN
G RD.

N

4526 RESEARCH FOREST DRIVE, STE. 125,
THE WOODLANDS

281-364-7467
WWW.SHOPDIVABOUTIQUE.COM

Diva Boutique offers unique cloth-
ing, jewelry and gifts that can be 
purchased this holiday season.

One standout item at the boutique 
is a True North brand stainless steel 
wine glass that keeps wine cold for 
hours and holds ice up to 24 hours. 
The wine glass can also accompany 
wine wands that will soon be offered 
at the boutique, which are said to  
alleviate headaches and congestion 
caused by sulfite preservatives and 
histamines in wine.

The boutique also offers a wide 
selection of clothing and is a large 
provider of Joseph Ribkoff brand 
clothes. 

PRICE: $34.95

 TRUE NORTH BRAND STAINLESS STEEL 
WINE GLASS

THE WOODLANDS AREA IS HOME TO SEVERAL GIFT DESTINATIONS.  
HERE ARE A FEW TO LOOK TO THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. 

COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP AND BETH MARSHALL
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Potteryland Studio

New Danville Store18/8 Fine Men’s Salon

The Oilerie
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1027 SAWDUST ROAD, STE. 1,
THE WOODLANDS

281-419-7965
WWW.POTTERYLAND-STUDIO.COM

9595 SIX PINES DRIVE, STE. 1150,
THE WOODLANDS

281-771-5255
WWW.NEWDANVILLE.ORG

2025 HUGHES LANDING BLVD., STE. 700,
THE WOODLANDS

281-393-0118
WWW.EIGHTEENEIGHT.COM/ 

THEWOODLANDS-TX

2400 FM 1488, STE. 500,
CONROE

936-321-3737
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ 

OILERIETHEWOODLANDSTX

Co-owner Elizabeth Garrett 
opened Potteryland Studio on 
Sawdust Road in October. Located in 
Spring, The shop provides a venue 
to make original gifts this holiday 
season. 

Potteryland Studio is available for 
classes, parties and other events, 
and customers can paint on pottery 
or canvasses.

Customers can choose from 
various Christmas items to paint, 
or customers may order personal-
ized pottery items that are already 
painted.

New Danville Store offers products 
handmade by special needs adults 
from the New Danville community in 
Willis, which was founded 10 years 
ago. 

Store owner and CEO and founder 
of the New Danville community 
Kathy Sanders opened the location 
in a new storefront in Market Street 
in June. All proceeds go back to 
help the adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities at New 
Danville. 

Popular holiday gift items include 
baking mixes, teas, vanilla extract 
and bath products, Sanders said.

Franchise owner John-Michael 
Stern opened 18/8 Fine Men’s Salon 
in Hughes Landing last fall. The salon 
offers hair styling, nail treatments, 
shaving, waxing and hair coloring 
services. 

Additionally, 18/8 sells hair and 
grooming products, which can make 
great stocking stuffers and gifts this 
holiday season.

Griff’s Grit Matte Fiber Paste has 
been a popular hair product recent-
ly, Stern said. Other items include 
Griff’s Scalp Cleanser, conditioner, 
High and Tight Xtra Hold, and High 
and Tight Classic Hold. Customers 
can Combine a few items to create a 
gift box.

Greg and Jo Anna Zachary opened 
The Oilerie in July; the store offers 29 
varieties of olive oils from all over the 
world. 

The Oilerie features olive oil from a 
2,000-year-old olive tree in Italy.

The franchise is offering 20 differ-
ent gift baskets this holiday season 
for gifting needs of all kinds, Greg 
Zachary said. 

One Christmas gift basket features 
the store’s most popular extra virgin 
olive oil flavor, Fior Fiore, and Tomato 
Basil Fettuccine. Customers can 
add in the Parmesan Bread Dipping, 
Artichoke Paste and White Chocolate 
Covered Almonds for a complete 
meal. 

PRICE: $10-$50

PRICE: $60

PRICE: $18.50-$21.25

PRICE: FROM $12 
*DOES NOT INCLUDE STUDIO FEES
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VARIOUS CHRISTMAS POTTERY ITEMS

GRIFF’S GRIT MATTE FIBER PASTE

CHRISTMAS GIFT BASKET

HANDMADE GIFTS

  32623 fm 2978, magnolia, tx             VisitBicycleWorld.com             281-259-2000

Kid’s bikes in stock!
Buy now & pickup 

Christmas  Eve

bikes & 
accessories
 for every 

rider

friendly 
service

FACT:

85% of core brain structure is  
developed by age four.

BALANCED LEARNING® WAY:

Recommending the right activity at  
the right time is child’s play.

SEE THE PRIMROSE DIFFERENCE FOR YOURSELF!
Primrose School of Harmony | 281.907.6900 

Primrose School of Imperial Oaks | 281.364.7400

Primrose School of Spring-Klein | 281.350.9595

Primrose School of The Woodlands at College Park | 936.321.5900

Primrose School of The Woodlands at Creekside Park | 281.351.7300 

Primrose School of The Woodlands at Sterling Ridge | 281.681.3500

Each Primrose school is a privately owned and 
operated franchise. Primrose Schools® and 
Balanced Learning® are registered trademarks 
of Primrose School Franchising Company. 
©2016 Primrose School Franchising Company. 
All rights reserved. See primroseschools.com for 
‘fact’ source and curriculum detail.
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go stale,” township Director John 
McMullan said. “I think it would be 
instructive for this board and the 
public to know what changes when 
we become a city. I think our resi-
dents want to know, if we become 
a city, what suite of benefits do  
you get?”

Bunch said one of the fair criti-
cisms of the 2012 EPS study is it only 
had one outcome. He suggested the 
board take part in a special workshop 
meeting in January to focus solely on 
incorporation matters. 

“One of the things that really con-
founded me when I read the 2012 report 
was the lack of creative thinking that 
went into it,” Bunch said. “I do think 
having that workshop would allow 
those thoughts to come forward.”

The board also discussed research-
ing prior to the January workshop 
which consultants or organizations 
may be best suited to conduct a new 
incorporation study. McMullan sug-
gested the board should consider 
issuing a request for qualifications to 
a number of consultants, but added 
he would be interested to see what 
organizations, such as the Baker 
Institute at Rice University or the 
Bush School of Government and Pub-
lic Service at Texas A&M University, 
may be able to provide. 

“This is not the place where we 
should be pennywise and foolish,” 
McMullan said. “Let’s try and find 
out what would change if we become 
a city.”

The board has been researching 
the incorporation process through-
out 2016. In September, the township 
hired two law firms to begin working 
on legislative initiatives. One of the 
firms has experience working with 
another special-purpose district, and 
the other firm specializes in munici-
pal law.  

“There are things that we need to 
legally get done to even have a con-
cept of incorporation,” Bunch said. 
“We’re at the very infancy stage of 
beginning a legislative initiative.”

The township’s 85th legislative 
agenda for the upcoming session that 
begins Jan. 10 is still being devel-
oped by the board of directors, Sny-
der said. However, additional work 
that may need to be done regarding 
incorporation preparation includes 

setting up a reserve fund to offset 
future costs, performing a tax rate 
study and public involvement with 
residents, Bunch said. 

As of press time Dec. 1, no legis-
lation related to incorporation had 
been filed by state Rep. Mark Keough, 
R-The Woodlands, or state Sen. Bran-
don Creighton, R-Conroe.    

Keough’s chief of staff Jason Mill-
saps said his office had not been 
working on legislation on behalf of 
the township because new board 
members were seated Nov. 30. How-
ever, Millsaps said Keough expects to 
be brought in to discussions with the 
township on any specifics in early 
December. 

COST TO INCORPORATE

The fiscal effects of incorporation 
have been the catalyst for much of 
the questions and debate surround-
ing the topic. 

The 2012 EPS study—which several 
township directors believe is flawed 
in regard to the tax rate projection—
stated the township’s property tax 
rate could increase by 70 percent to 
55 cents per $100 valuation at the 
time of incorporation. 

“There’s never been a tax impact 
study, so even a claim of a 70 percent 
increase is factually inaccurate,” 
Bunch said.  

However, an updated version of the 
study completed in April by town-
ship staff projected that incorpora-
tion may cause the rate to increase to 
34.22 cents instead.

It is assumed the tax rate would 
increase due to the additional ser-
vices the new city may be required 
take on at the time of incorporation. 
However, it is still unclear what 
services The Woodlands would be 
required to provide if it became a city. 
Examples include law enforcement; 

the cost of roadway operations, main-
tenance, signals and signage; and 
municipal court services, according 
to the 2012 study. Updated township 
research states the new city could 
consider contracts with the county 
for these services instead.  

“I want to know, do we have to 
have The Woodlands Police Depart-
ment, or do we have to provide pub-
lic safety,” township Director Laura 
Fillault said. “I want to understand 

The Woodlands Township is taking 
additional steps in the planning pro-
cess to become a city. 

During a Nov. 30 meeting, the 
township board of directors voted to 
reinstate a $2.5 million incorporation 
reserve and discussed the possibil-
ity of commissioning a new updated 
study on the topic. Economic & Plan-
ning Systems Inc. completed a study 
on incorporation in 2012, and town-
ship staff completed two brief updates 
to it this year. However, board mem-
bers believe up-to-date information is 
needed before moving forward with 
additional planning initiatives. 

“Over the past five-plus years, 
countless changes have occurred 
in our dynamic community,” town-
ship Director Ann Snyder said. “We, 
the township board members, must 
ensure the information that we have 
is the most updated to ensure for solid 
governing decisions.”

INCORPORATION PLANNING

The $2.5 million set aside in the 

newly approved incorporation 
reserve could be used in the future 
for planning purposes, such as a new 
study, or for offsetting costs related 
to incorporation, board Chairman 
Gordy Bunch said

“I think the board is aligned that 
planning and communicating to the 
public what is real around a very 
sensitive subject is prudent,” Bunch 
said. “I think setting aside funds, 
knowing they’re there to engage in 
[studies] when the time comes, is 
appropriate.” 

If incorporation never material-
izes, Bunch said the fund could be 
used to pay down debt instead.  

During the Nov. 30 meeting, Snyder 
proposed a study to determine the 
fiscal effect of incorporation in 2017 
after the conclusion of the state leg-
islative session. However, the board 
tabeled the discussion as some board 
members felt the study should be 
broader.

“There’s undoubtedly public inter-
est in this topic and—with the pas-
sage of time—studies and analysis 

CITY  
vs  

TOWNSHIP

CITY TOWNSHIP

The Woodlands Township is a special-purpose district created by the Texas Legislature.  
Although it does have similar powers to a city, there are differences as well. 

A HOME RULE CITY,  
which has a population of more than  

5,000 residents, has a city charter drafted 
and approved by voters

NO CITY CHARTER

CANNOT PASS ORDINANCES

The Woodlands Township board has  
SEVEN DIRECTORS  

elected at-large

NO RESTRICTIONS  
on  

A 7 PERCENT ROOM TAX AND  
ALSO COLLECTS A 2 PERCENT  

SUPPLEMENTAL ROOM TAX

CAN APPROVE ORDINANCES  
with a majority vote from the city council 

The City Council can have  
AS MANY COUNCIL MEMBERS  

as granted in its charter

Cities in Texas have  
RESTRICTIONS ON  

HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX USAGE

“THE RESIDENTS ARE THE DECISION-MAKERS 
IN THIS COMMUNITY. THE TOWNSHIP BOARD 
MEMBERS ARE THEIR PUBLIC SERVANTS.”

—ANN SNYDER, THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP DIRECTOR

SOURCE: THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

 CONTINUED FROM 1
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deadline. 
If The Woodlands does not incor-

porate by 2057, Conroe and Houston 
would have the ability to annex por-
tions of the community since it sits 
in the extraterritorial jurisdiction of 
both cities, according to the regional 
participation agreements. 

Voters in The Woodlands will have 

the final say over whether to incorpo-
rate if the board of directors calls for 
an election in the future. The board 
must pass a majority vote first to 
place the decision on a ballot. How-
ever, there is no timeline for an incor-
poration vote at this time.

“As the township has always done, 
we will seek feedback from residents 

through public surveys, public 
forums and public comments,” Sny-
der said. “The residents are the deci-
sion-makers in this community. The 
township board members are simply 
their public servants.” 

According to an update township staff did 
this year, the average taxable value of a 

home in The Woodlands in 2016 is  

$439,696. 
A homeowner with that taxable value  

would pay approximately  

$1,051
in property taxes to the township

this year.

If the township were to incorporate,  

a township taxpayer would pay an  

ADDITIONAL 

$493  
PER YEAR  

in taxes at incorporation based on updated 
township data from 2016.

PROPERTY TAX 
rate estimates
A 2012 study projected that The Woodlands tax rate would increase to more than 55 cents per $100 valuation 
at incorporation. However, an updated study completed in April projects it would increase by 10 cents. 

2012
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55.39

34.22

2016

23
cents

per $100 valuation

32.5 
cents

per $100 valuation

Projected tax increase

Base rate

Projected tax increase: 

22.89 cents
per $100 valuation

Projected tax increase: 

11.22 cents
per $100 valuation

0

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

SOURCE: THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

what the minimum requirements are 
to become incorporated ... what is 
required by state law?”

The average home in The Wood-
lands is valued at approximately 
$440,000. Under the township’s 
existing property tax rate of 23 cents, 
the average homeowner would pay 
$1,051 in taxes this year to the town-
ship, according to township docu-
ments. If the rate were to increase to 
34.22 cents, a homeowner would pay 
nearly $493 more in township taxes, 
according to the township’s updated 
research.

The difference in the tax rate pro-
jection between the two studies 
could be due to a number of changes, 
according to the updated 2016 data. 
For example, the township’s property 
tax base increased from $12.5 billion 
to $19.5 billion between 2011 and 
2016. 

Additionally, the 2012 study was 
completed when the township’s tax 
rate was 32.5 cents, compared to this 
year’s rate of 23 cents. Staff also said 
the analysis was not intended to be a 
tax rate study, and an update should 
be done prior to presenting more 
information to residents. 

INCORPORATION BASICS

The Woodlands Township is a spe-
cial-purpose district that was cre-
ated by the Texas Legislature in 2007 
through legislation, a referendum and 
regional participation agreements 
with the cities of Houston and Conroe. 
These agreements also released The 
Woodlands from potential annexation 
by Houston and Conroe until 2057 in 
exchange for a portion of the commu-
nity’s sales tax revenue, according to 
township officials.

Furthermore, the legislation gave 
The Woodlands the option to choose 
its future form of governance—
including the possibility of incorpo-
rating into a city—before the 2057 
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During the Nov. 30 board of 
directors meeting, a $2.5 mil-
lion incorporation reserve was 

re-established. The reserve 
could be used for planning 

purposes or costs associated 
with incorporation.

Although there is no timeline 
to call an incorporation elec-

tion, The Woodlands Township 
board of directors has been 
researching the process to 
become a city in the future. 

The board of directors  
will hold a special workshop 

in January solely to  cover 
topics related to incorporation 

planning. 

The board also discussed the 
possibility of commissioning 
a new incorporation study in 
2017. However, more insight 
is first needed on the type of 

organizations that may be able 
to conduct the research.

INCORPORATION  
PLANNING

INITIATIVES

For more information call 832.381.1030

Merry Christmas from

It PAYS to bank 
with Benchmark

When you open a new consumer 
account with Benchmark Bank 

you are eligible to receive

$500
Maximum per household address

For each ACH Credit 
(Payroll Direct Deposit)

For each ACH Debit 
(Recurring Payments)

2501 Research Forest Dr. Ste. A, 
The Woodlands, TX 77381 Incentive will be payable in a Visa® Gift Card. Visit or call Benchmark Bank for complete details.

$100 $50
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To accommodate a growing 
population and busy holiday 

shoppers, improvement projects are 
underway or were recently completed  in 

Town Center.
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Township officials said this holiday season 
may be different as both entities have imple-

mented projects in hopes of alleviating Town 
Center transportation woes of the past. 
“For anybody who might have been chal-

lenged in the past to shop at the mall or Market 
Street, this is a great year to re-engage with our 

retailers,” board Chairman Gordy Bunch said. 

TOWN CENTER ENHANCEMENTS

To combat the unusual transportation issues 
in Town Center, such as atypical bottlenecks 
and a lack of available parking, several proj-
ects have already been completed within the  
tourist-heavy district. 

In the past 12 months, The Woodlands Mall has 
constructed two new parking garages that have 
added 300 spaces to accommodate shoppers. In 
addition to being free, both garages also have 
external signage indicating available parking  
spaces inside. 

“One of the biggest issues we had during the 

holiday season last year was parking,” Bunch said. 
“Since then, two parking garages have been con-
structed and opened, so I don’t know that we’re 
going to have as significant of a congestion [and] 
parking challenge as we’ve had in the past.” 

In September, The Woodlands Township board 
of directors also approved trolley system enhance-
ments, which will add a second trolley to the Town 
Center transportation schedule during off-peak ser-
vice and a third trolley during peak service hours. 

“The idea is to have fewer people making several 
short trips between destinations in Town Center 
and use the trolley to make those trips,” said Chris 
LaRue, The Woodlands Township transit program 
manager. “The enhanced service was originally 
slated to begin in January 2017. However, realizing 
that the holidays bring extra congestion to Town 
Center, the township board of directors approved 
beginning the service early.”

The free transportation service will also have 
extended hours during the holiday season with a 
goal of reducing wait times to less than 10 minutes, 
officials said. 
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Montgomery County Precinct 3 placed  
20 sensors at major intersections around 
Town Center that can see traffic up to 
500 feet away. The sensors allow signal 
coordinations to be changed as needed 
in real time to maintain traffic flow. 

www.steppediatrics.com - We accept BCBS, Aetna, Humana, United Healthcare, Cigna and other insurance

Call to schedule your appointment at

281-364-8600
8am-5pm M-F. All credit cards accepted.

4800 W Panther Creek, 
STE 100

The Woodlands, TX 77381
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Further enhancing the projects that have already 
been implemented in Town Center, Montgomery 
County Precinct 3 will introduce a new real-time 
traffic response initiative this holiday season,  
Cobb said.

To make traffic signal coordination more efficient 
in Town Center during one of the busiest times of 
the year, 20 sensors have been placed at major corri-
dors in the area, which can see traffic up to 500 feet 
away. When a queue begins to form at a particular 
intersection, the sensors will notify the controller, 
who can adjust the coordination of surrounding 
traffic signals to keep traffic flowing.  

“In real time, the controllers will have the abil-
ity to change the traffic signal coordination pattern 
to accommodate for the increased demand while 
maintaining existing coordination on the road-
ways,” Cobb said. “Depending on the location of the 
event, the controllers will be programmed to allow 
for ingress or egress of that specific event based on 
real-time demand.” 

The project’s boundaries will extend north to 
Lake Woodlands Drive, east to I-45, south to Wood-
lands Parkway and west to Grogans Mill Road. If the 
project proves to be successful, Cobb said it could 

be applied to other areas of Montgomery County, 
such as the growing corridor of Rayford and Saw-
dust roads.  

“Our office is committed to enhancing the mobil-
ity in and around Precinct 3,” Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner James Noack said. “We will continue to apply 
new technology at a minimal cost to enhance the 
mobility of our residents.”  

Nick Wolda, The Woodlands Convention and Vis-
itors Bureau president, said although Town Center 
traffic can be a burden to residents and visitors, he 
is confident that the new projects will bring relief to 
the entertainment, shopping and dining epicenter. 

“The Woodlands Town Center is a holiday head-
quarters, so to speak, for the region,” Wolda said. 
“We know there are peak times, like weekends, that 
could be frustrating for residents and visitors, [so] 
we would encourage residents and visitors to find 
the time to visit during non-peak times. With mil-
lions of square feet of shopping, dining, hospitality 
and entertainment, it’s important to make sure traf-
fic flow is smooth [in Town Center].” 

“This is just a test year for us on the enhanced 
trolley service around the holiday season,” Bunch 
said. “As we go into the holiday season, we’re going 
to capture data and find what times were most 
efficient and what worked. We’ll likely adjust [the 
trolley schedule] next year to accommodate what is 
actually beneficial.” 

Another change from the 2015 holiday season is 
the location of the ice-skating rink. Previously, the 
rink’s temporary two-month home was the surfaced 
parking area in Town Center. However, the town-
ship relocated the ice rink in November to a mul-
tipurpose, permanent facility adjacent to The Cyn-
thia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. 

The $5.5 million project not only frees up the 
parking area the ice-skating rink formerly called 
home, but it will also encourage skaters to use The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention 
Center parking garage off Six Pines Drive, which is 
free. 

“I’m looking forward to seeing how the parking 
garages, the ice skating rink being moved, the uti-
lization of the convention center garage and the 
enhanced trolley system will impact this holiday sea-
son—I think it’s going to be a positive,” Bunch said. 

TRAFFIC RESPONSE INITIATIVE 

In addition to the township’s projects, Montgom-
ery County Precinct 3 has already applied new traf-
fic signal coordination in Town Center, added left 
-turn lanes at key intersections and upgraded traffic 
signal hardware at several intersections over the 
past few months, Cobb said.

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

2012 POPULATION

2,669
PROJECTED

2040 POPULATION

4,500

POPULATION 
GROWTH

+69%

$1 BILLION
SOLD

ONE HOME AT A TIME

281-677-3567
kwwoodlands.com

Town 
Center’s 
population is 
expected to grow by 
nearly 70 percent by 2040, 
according to The Woodlands 
Township Transit Plan. 
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TIME FOR A HEATING TUNE-UP
$69 Tune-Up

(Regular $89)LIMITED TIME ONLY!
Why Tune-up 
Your Heater?

PEACE 
OF MIND!

• SAVE ON UTILITIES
• SAVE ON REPAIRS

We specialize in
• COOLING • HEATING • PLUMBING

Over 30 years of Professional Service
“I taught my boys to take care of  their 

customers like they take care of their Mother!”

 x it Once.  x it Right.

$25 OFF
Any Plumbing Service

Not valid with other o
 ers. 
With coupon only. Expires 1/21/17

281-751-6234
BradburyPlumbers.com

Lic. No. MPL12929

We Take Care of Your Air!

Any Heating Service
Not valid with other o
 ers. 

With coupon only. Expires 1/21/17

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

Lic. No. TACLB33409E

$25 OFF
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THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park
Convenient to the New Village Center
281-516-0899

Coronet Ridge - Limited Home Sites Remain!
From the low $700s
The Estates at Blairs Way
Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands!
From the upper $800s

NORTH HOUSTON
Woodson’s Reserve
Located on the Grand Parkway! Conroe ISD:
New On-Site High School Under Construction!

Executive Collection
Premier Access to the Grand Parkway!
From the mid-$400s • 281-907-6188
Estate Collection
Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

NorthGrove at Spring Creek
Amenity Center Coming Soon! Magnolia ISD
281-252-0022

Executive Collection
Quick Delivery Homes Available!
From the mid-$400s
Estate Collection - Gated Home Sites Available!
From the low $500s

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confi rm applicable features. This is not an o� ering where prohibited by law.

Unparalleled Luxury.   
Unbelievable Locations.

Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for info today!

Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!
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heritagetexas.com

VINTAGE PARK n 281.440.1221

THE WOODLANDS n 936.447.9625

OUR MOST IMPORTANT CLIENT IS YOU.

Whether buying or selling, we treat every client like our only client.

Wherever life takes you, ask us for the world.

CARLTON WOODS
38 JOHNATHAN LANDING CT.  |  $1,125,000

THE WOODLANDS
27 S. BUCK RIDGE  |  $489,500

WINDROSE WEST
20619 WINDROSE BEND  |  $320,000

STAGECOACH FARMS
16107 WAGON WHEEL  |  $395,500

THE WOODLANDS
14 FLINTSHIRE PL.  |  $642,000

THE WOODLANDS
91 N. FLORAL LEAF CIR.  |  $485,000

THE WOODLANDS
11 HERON HOLLOW CT.  |  $289,000

BENDERS LANDING
3923 EPIC  |  $675,000
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As far as holiday lighting is con-
cerned, what precautions should 
be taken to avoid electrical dangers 
and fire hazards?

When decorating your Christmas tree 
or home with holiday lighting, be sure 
to use lights that are listed by a qual-
ified testing laboratory, and don’t use 
light strings that have worn or damaged 
cords or loose bulb connections. Be sure 
not to overload electrical outlets. Don’t 
use indoor-rated lights outside.

When purchasing a live Christmas 
tree, what precautions should be 
taken to prevent fires?

First of all, pick out a tree that is fresh 
with green needles that do not fall off 
when you touch it. Cut 2 inches from the 
base of the trunk before placing it in the 
tree stand, and make sure you place the 

tree at least 3 feet away from any heat 
source, like fireplaces, heat vents, lights 
and candles.  It is very important that 
you do not let your tree dry out.

What are some common accidents 
that occur during the holidays as 
a result of decorating or fireplace 
usage, and how can they be  
prevented? 

Some of the common accidents that 
occur around the holiday season lead-
ing to fires involve the use of candles, 
dried-out Christmas trees, the place-
ment of decorations, frying turkeys and 
dirty fireplaces. Christmas stockings 
look awesome hung above the fireplace, 
but just don’t do it. Each year the fire 
department responds to house fires 
caused by the buildup of creosote in the 
fireplace flue.

Local firefighters answer questions and offer tips to 
homeowners in The Woodlands area about home safety and 
decorating their homes for the holidays.

ASK A FIREFIGHTERREAL ESTATE

Alan Benson
The Woodlands Fire Department chief

COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP
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HOLIDAY HOME SAFETY TIPS
The holiday season is more prone to residential fires due to an excess of lighting, holiday 
decorations, cooking and fireplace usage. Here are some tips on how to stay safe:

1. COOKING  
According to the United States Fire Administration, cooking 
mishaps are the top cause of holiday fires. Keep a kitchen fire 
extinguisher that is rated for all types of fires. If homeowners 
are planning to deep-fry a turkey, they should do it outside on a 
flat, level surface that is at least 10 feet from the house.

2. CANDLES 
According to the National Fire Protection Association, 
Christmas is one of the most dangerous times of the year for 
residential candle fires. To reduce the danger, maintain about a 
foot of space between candles and anything that can burn, and 
never leave a flame unattended. 

3. CHRISTMAS TREES 
According to the National Institute for Standards and 
Technology, it takes less than 30 seconds for a dry tree to 
engulf a room in flames. To minimize risk, buy a fresh tree with 
needles intact, get a fresh cut on the trunk and water it every 
day. Keep the tree away from heat sources. No matter how 
well-watered, a tree will start to dry out after four weeks.

120 Vision Park Boulevard
Shenandoah TX 77384

281.882.3855
AvantiVisionPark.com

It began with a vision – a senior living
community where innovation abounds,
health and vitality flourish and seniors
find themselves happier and more
fulfilled. We recently opened and
seniors began moving in. The feedback 
has exceeded our highest expectations!

SEE FOR YOURSELF: STOP BY,
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT, OR
COME TO AN EVENT REAL SOON.

Ask us about our holiday specials!

NOW OPEN
AND PEOPLE ARE ALREADY TALKING!

AVANTI SENIOR LIVING AT VISION PARK IS

“The staff is so dedicated to 
the residents and the service 
is head and shoulders above 
anywhere I have been before.” 

- Gloria McKenzie
Vision Park Resident

 
“I have felt very welcome 
and safe here, and that is so 
important.  It’s such a happy 
place and I am delighted to  
be here.”  

- Judy Altgelt
Vision Park Resident

FREE YOGA CLASS  
by certified instructor

Every Wednesday - 6 pm to 7 pm
Please bring your own mat.
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UPDATESREAL ESTATE New home communities 

South Montgomery County is home to several new residential real estate developments. These communities are new neighborhoods under construction 
with homes either for sale or soon to be available for purchase.

Builder: CalAtlantic Homes
Square footage: 1,740-4,228
Home price values: $200,000-$400,000
Amenities: swimming pool, playgrounds, 
walking trails, shopping centers
Schools: Klein ISD (Northampton 
Elementary School, Krimmel Intermediate 
School, Klein Oak High School)

5  Woodson’s Reserve
281-353-2979
www.woodsonsreserve.com

Builders: Meritage Homes, Perry Homes, 
Taylor Morrison, Toll Brothers 
Square footage: 2,500-6,000
Home values: $350,000-$1 million
Amenities: playgrounds, trail systems, 
community pond, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Snyder Elementary 
School, Cox Intermediate School, York 
Junior High School, Oak Ridge High School) 

6  Wooded Overlook
www.darlinghomes.com

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,000-4,500
Home price range: $580,000-$830,000
Amenities: parks, pools, George Mitchell 
Nature Preserve, shopping center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

7  Lakes at Creekside 
281-376-1500
www.lakesatcreekside.com

Builders: M/I Homes, Trendmaker Homes, 
Village Builders 
Square footage: 2,752-4,927
Price range: $370,000-$1 million
Amenities: hike and bath paths, splash 
pad, lakes, shopping center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Creekside Park Junior 
High School, Tomball High School)

8   Honeycomb Ridge-The 
Woodlands
713-632-2957
www.honeycombridge.com

Builder: First Stone Homes

3   Lakeside Cove 
832-764-0006
www.gracepointhomes.com

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,000+ 
Home price range: $670,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, walking trails, golf 
course
Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey Elementary 
School, Knox Junior High School, Wilkerson 
Intermediate School, The Woodlands 
College Park High School)

4  Preserve at Northampton 
281-257-4450
www.calatlantichomes.com

1  Falls at Imperial Oaks
832-813-7170
www.fallsatimperialoaks.com

Builders: David Weekly Homes, Lennar, 
Partners in Building, Ryland Homes, Village 
Builders
Square footage: 1,800-4,500
Home price range: $180,000-$700,000
Amenities: hiking trails, swimming pools, 
parks, nature trails, dog park
School districts: Conroe ISD (Birnham 
Woods Elementary School, Cox 
Intermediate School, York Junior High 
School, Oak Ridge High School)

2  Harmony
936-447-2805
www.harmony-houston.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, CastleRock 
Communities, Darling Homes, Highland 
Homes, Perry Homes, Shea Homes, Taylor 
Morrison, Village Builders, Westin Homes
Square footage: 1,900-4,150
Home price range: $220,000-$600,000+
Amenities: Spring Creek Greenway, parks 
and playgrounds, hiking trails, Barefoot 
Park, The Thicket Recreation Center 
School districts: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School and Oak 
Ridge North High School)

H
O

N
E

A
 E

G
Y

P
T 

R
D

. U
N

IO
N

 PA
C

IFIC
 RAILR

O
A

D

SP

RIN
G CREEK

RAYFORD RD.

SA
W

D
U

ST R
D

.

IM
P

E
R

IA
L 

 
O

A
K

S 
B

LV
D

.

COLLEGE PARK DR.

BRAN
C

H
 C

RO
SSIN

G
 D

R.    

TERRAMONT DR. 

FLINTRIDGE DR.

G
RO

GANS M
ILL RD.

LAKE WOODLANDS DR.

RESEARCH FOREST DR.                                               
 

 

                                                 T
AMINA RD.  

W
OODLANDS PKWY.  

VISION 
PARK BLVD. 

CONROE HUFSMITH RD. 

INDIAN HILLS RD.

KU
Y

K
EN

D
A

H
L 

R
D

. 

ROBINSON RD. 

G
O

SL
IN

G
 R

D
.

GRAND PARKWAY 

OAK RIDGE NORTH

SHENANDOAH

MAGNOLIA

THE WOODLANDS

NMap not to scale

45

2978

1488

242

99
TOLL

B
IR

N
H

A
M

 W
O

O
D

S
 D

R
.

3

4

16

1

7

2

6

5

8

17

9

10

11

12

13

14

15



The Woodlands edition • December 2016 59

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

 COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

FOSTER’S RIDGE

Foster’s Ridge is located a few miles from 
I-45 off FM 1488. The neighborhood 
offers a recreational center, swimming 
pool and playground and has access 
to shopping centers and forest 
surroundings. The community is 20 
minutes from Town Center in The 
Woodlands.

Home designs include two-car garages, 
master bedrooms, covered patios, study 
rooms and game room space.

Builder: D.R. Horton

Starting price range: $273,990-
$345,990

Square footage: 1,650-4,277

Schools: Conroe ISD (Bush Elementary 
School, Mitchell Intermediate School, 
McCullough Junior High School, The 
Woodlands High School)

Anticipated completion: TBA

Square footage: 4,300 sq. ft.+
Home price range: $900,000+
Amenities: Shopping centers, schools, 
nature trails
Schools: Conroe ISD (Lamar Elementary 
School, Wilkerson Intermediate School, 
Knox Junior High School, The Woodlands 
College Park High School)

9  Bender’s Landing Estates
www.benderslandingestates.com

Builders: Gallery Custom Homes, Lewis 
Custom Homes, Partners in Building
Square footage: 2,967-6,338
Home price range: $500,000-$1.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails, 
playground
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak Ridge 
North High School)

10  Lily
281-681-0400
www.gracepointhomes.com

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 2,300-3,000
Home price range: $400,000-$500,000
Amenities: parks, shopping centers, gated 
community
Schools: Conroe ISD (Lamar Elementary 
School, Wilkerson Intermediate School, 
Knox Junior High School, College Park High 
School)

11  Stillwater
936-273-9905
www.stillwatertx.com

Builders: Darling Homes, Gracepoint 
Homes, Jeff Paul, TD Cox, Tommy Bailey
Square footage: 2,221-5,350 
Home values: $370,000-$1 million+ 
Amenities: walking trails, shopping and 
dining options 
Schools: Conroe ISD (Powell Elementary 
School, Mitchell Intermediate School, 
McCullough Junior High School, The 
Woodlands High School)

12  Harper’s Preserve 
www.harperspreserve.com 

Builders: Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, 
Drees Custom Homes, Highland Homes, 
Gehan Homes, J. Patrick Homes, Plantation 
Homes
Square footage: 2,221-5,350 
Home values: $260,000-$800,000 
Amenities: swimming pool, playgrounds, 
lake and park areas 
Schools: Conroe ISD (Oak Ridge 
Elementary School, Dolly Vogel 
Intermediate School, Irons Junior High 
School, Oak Ridge North High School)

13  Wright’s Landing
 281-681-0400
www.signorellihomes.com/wrights-landing

Builder: Gracepoint Homes, Horizon 
Homes, HistoryMaker Homes, Signorelli 
Homes
Square footage: 2,055-2,933
Home price range: $240,000-$314,426
Amenities: Old Town Spring, splash pad, 
open play area, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak Ridge 
High School)

14  The Estates at Blair’s Way 
281-516- 0899
www.tollbrothers.com

Builder: Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,900-5,700
Home price range: $860,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, George Mitchell Nature 
Preserve, lakes, YMCA, shopping centers, 
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekside 
Elementary School, Tomball Intermediate 
School, Tomball Junior High School, Tomball 
High School)

15  Jaden Oaks
281-651-1888
www.darlinghomes.com

Builder: Darling Homes
Square footage: 3,337-4,389
Home price range: $588,990+
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Amenities: aquatic center, parks, 
basketball and tennis courts, shopping 
center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

16  The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill
 281-249-7752
 www.davidweekleyhomes.com

 Builder: David Weekly Homes
 Square footage: 2,897-3,254
 Home values: $560,000-$700,000
 Amenities: dog park, walking trails, 
shopping centers,
Schools: Conroe ISD (Lamar Elementary 

School, Wilkerson Intermediate School, 
Knox Junior High School, The Woodlands 
College Park High School)

17  Braided Branch
 832-559-8986
 www.darlinghomes.com 

Builder: Darling Homes
Square footage: 2,940-3,770
Home price range: $515,990-$617,990
Amenities: hike and bike trails, aquatic 
center, parks
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Timber Creek 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)
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Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

-

5 bedroom / 4.5 bath 4,067 sq. ft. $533,000 
Alvaro Orozco 832-639-4112 
Cannon Realty & Associates

5 bedroom / 4 bath 3,775 sq. ft. $585,000 
Ivan Arjona 713-504-8260 
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

The Village of Creekside Park is the newest village 
in The Woodlands and is still under development. 
It is located in Harris County and will include 
7,100 residences and will be 3,492 acres in size at 
build-out. The village is home to parks, shopping 
centers and recreational amenities. It is about 20 
minutes west of I-45.

Square footage: 1,982-6,996 sq. ft.

Home values: $284,000-$875,000

Amenities: aquatic center, shopping centers, 
lakefront parks, The George Mitchell Nature 
Preserve

Schools: (Tomball ISD) Creekside Forest 
Elementary School, Tomball Intermediate 
School, Creekside Park Junior High School, 
Tomball High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

The Woodlands Township  0.2300
North Harris Montgomery College District  0.1100 
Harris County  0.4200
Harris County Department of Education  0.0100
Emergency Services District 11  0.0400
Harris County Flood District  0.0300
Harris County Hospital District  0.1700
Tomball ISD  1.3400

Harris-Montgomery County MUD 386  1.4700 
Total (per $100 valuation) 3.82

$414,920

CREEKSIDE PARK, 77389 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$157.05$11,701 107

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 11/29/16

129 29

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

4 bedroom / 3.5 bath 3,245 sq. ft. $410,000 
Kathleen Merchant 713-203-8448  
Keller Williams Realty The Woodlands

4 bedroom / 3.5 bath 3,233 sq. ft. $425,000 
Deann Morales 281-352-2975 
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors-The Woodlands

110 Deer Plain Drive

310 E. Tupelo Green Circle

47 Canoe Bend Drive

15 Verdin Place

REAL ESTATE

ON THE MARKET  (NOVEMBER 2016)

MARKET DATA

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN NOVEMBER  2015 VS.  2016

Neighborhood data provided by Haley Garcia
Heritage Texas Properties • www.heritagetexas.com

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

N

45

1488

Number of homes for sale/average days on the market

Price range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 12/51 - - - 4/32 4/80 8/51

$150,000-$199,999 16/50 9/62 -  3/22 22/68 40/56 14/76

$200,000-$299,999 24/62 42/64 36/69 51/72 62/55 134/63 80/63

$300,000-$399,999 11/72 37/57 38/64 48/71 38/148 92/70 84/59

$400,000-$499,999 9/61 20/82 35/88 22/91 6/337 44/122 36/140

$500,000-$599,999 8/53 22/64 27/117 15/136 6/52 18/114 29/102

$600,000-$799,999 18/96 13/111 42/107 24/119 4/138 115/22 34/137

$800,000-$999,999 15/88 13/55 14/84 7/116 - 13/104 27/126

$1 million + 33/168 14/130 45/164 5/91 - 10/95 51/161

+14%

+23%
-16%

+5.9%

-6.5%
+4.9%

-9.2%

THE WOODLANDS
2615 Admirality Bend | $1,075,000

STILLWATER
2315 Bottlebrush | $799,000

HALEY GARCIA | Broker Associate | 281.701.6174 | haley@haleygarcia.com 
heritagetexas.com

JACOBS RESERVE
122 Pheasant Run | $285,000
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NEARBY DEVELOPMENTLOCAL  AMENITIES

CREEKSIDE PARK  
VILLAGE GREEN

FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

Number of units: 380

Square footage: 691-1,437

Unit features*: 

• Designer granite countertops 
• Intrusion alarms
• Vinyl wood plank flooring
• Private balconies and patios
• Track lighting
• Oversized garden tubs with tile surrounding 

them
• Walk-in closets

Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., closed Sundays

Listed one-bedroom starting price range**: 

691 sq. ft.: $915-$1,111
799 sq. ft.: $975-$1,267
850 sq. ft.: $1,065-$1,310

Listed two-bedroom starting price range: 

1,184 sq. ft.: $1,310-$1,545
1,208 sq. ft.: $1,410-$1,663
1,085 sq. ft.: $1,365-$1,631

Listed three-bedroom starting price range:

1,437 sq. ft.: $1,625-$1,817

*All features vary by unit 
**Call for most up-to-date prices

8627 Hufsmith Road, Tomball

713-987-3949

www.apartmentsspringtexas.com
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Creekside Park Village Green features some of 
the following businesses off Kuykendahl Road:

• Artrageous
• Crust Pizza Co.
• CycleBar
• Fielding’s Local Kitchen
• Levure Bakery & Patisserie
• Nails of America
• Shogun Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar
• Subway

Augusta Pines Golf Club is a semiprivate 18-
hole golf club open to the public. It features a 
100,000-square-foot clubhouse, state-of-the-art 
practice facilities, a manicured golf course, PGA 
professional staff, and fine and casual dining. 

Tupelo Park is located off Creekside Forest 
Drive on West Tupelo Green Circle and features 
basketball courts, a fishing pond, a pavilion, 
picnic tables, tennis courts and play equipment 
for both older and younger children. The park is 
one of the largest in The Woodlands, coming in at 
a quarter of a mile in length.

THE PRESERVE AT SPRING 
CREEK APARTMENTS

Call us today at 281.602.3839
thewoodlands.tutoringcenter.com

Tutoring for grades K-12
Pre-Algebra • Algebra I & II • Geometry • Reading 
Math • Writing • PreSAT Program • Study Skills

Jump Ahead with Back-to-School TutoringJump Ahead with Back-to-School TutoringJump Ahead with Back-to-School TutoringJump Ahead with Back-to-School Tutoring

We Can Help 
Your Child Succeed.

We have a clear four-part mission for 
every child who studies with us:

Stronger academic skills in reading, writing and math

Better concentration, focus and attention span

Confi dence and motivation

Stronger test-taking and study skills

 50% OFF
a $150 value

Schedule a 
FREE Diagnostic Exam!

1st Month’s Tuition
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New Homes from
Per Month*$ 949 

Move-in ready, luxury homes are available now at Chase Run, 

LGI Homes’ premier community located minutes north of 

The Woodlands. Chase Run showcases a variety of thoughtfully 

designed homes with luxurious interior and exterior features, 

priced from $949 per month.* Call today to schedule your tour 

of this beautiful community and learn about our year-end specials!

(866) 341-9849 ext 1105
LGIHomes.com/ChaseRun

* P & I. Price $198,900, 4.125% Fixed, 30-Year Term, OAC. Prices and rates are subject to change without notice.
  Homes pictured may not be available at the lowest offered price.

The Hendrie
1 story – 1,850 sf
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage

The Erie
1 story – 1,507 sf
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage

The Marquette
2 story – 2,415 sf
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 2 car garage

The Huron
2 story – 2,239 sf
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2 car garage

The Wayside
1 story – 3,360 sf
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 3 car garage

The Hillcrest
2 story – 3,003 sf
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 2 car garage

marthaturner.com  |  281.367.7637
Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

CONROE 
Eagle Pointe | $2.4+mil 
6/7.5 - ±6,674 sf 
±1 acre | Woodforest Golf Course 
Marla Bailey | 713.705.6150

THE WOODLANDS
W Bracebridge Circle 
6-7/6.5 - ±7,364 sf
.5+ acre in Cascade Canyon
Tina Cardenas | 281.825.2453

LAKE CONROE 
Harbor Breeze Drive | $1.4+mil 
5-6/5.5+ - ±8,951 sf
estate with great views | boatlifts
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

TOMBALL 
Hufsmith Kohrville Road | $1.1+mil 
±4.9 acres
great location for new construction 
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

MAGNOLIA 
Overbrook Lane | $880s 
4/3.5 - ±5,161 sf 
fabulous waterfront home 
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948 

SPRING 
Golden Bell Drive | $790s 
5-6/4.5 - ±5,530 sf 
±.5 acre | tranquil lakefront home 
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742
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Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
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The amount of leased industrial space in The Woodlands area has remained steady for the 
better part of the last year. New facilities are under construction in the area, including one 
building that will be 120,000 square feet when complete. 

This chart shows the rental rate amounts per year for industrial space in The Woodlands area. This chart displays the amount of industrial square footage leased per year in The Woodlands.

This chart shows the percentage of vacant industrial space in The Woodlands  over five years.
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4,377,537
square feet of total retail space

$7.74 /SF
average gross rental rate

450,178
square feet of unoccupied space

117
number of buildings 

in inventory

10.30%
occupancy rate

135,505
square feet leased in 

2016 YTD

120,000

1

square feet

building

UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE The Woodlands Industrial Space | Third quarter 2016  COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER STAFF

BY THE NUMBERS

SQUARE FEET LEASED

VACANCY RATE

RENTAL RATE

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. *nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings
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$7.74 /SF Q3 81,929/SF Q3

10.3% Q3

Market data provided by Caldwell Companies 
7904 N. Sam Houston Parkway, fourth floor

Houston, TX 77064
College Station | Houston | The Woodlands

Boris Ackerman
832-541-3499

21027 Interstate 45, Spring, TX 77388

CALL TO TEST DRIVE TODAY

Build it your way

20% OFF 
on selected vehicles
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YOUR BOTTOM LINE IS OUR
TOP OF MIND.

1400 Woodloch Forest Drive
Suite 140
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281.664.6644
CaldwellCos.com

For over 25 years, we've handled commercial real estate in suburban 
Houston markets northwest to The Woodlands and College Station. 
We have the experience, expertise, and local relationships to get the 
most out of every transaction. Let us show you what Doing it Right. 
Right Now® is all about. 

OFFICE    n   INDUSTRIAL    n   LAND    n   RETAIL

070-467 Community Impact Cy-Fair DEC_MECH.indd   1 11/28/16   3:00 PM

*nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE Featured listings of active area properties COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER STAFF

FEATURED PROPERTIES FOR LEASE

Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost send property information and a photo to  
wdl@communityimpact.com. All listings will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

5,500 sq. ft.  $11.35/sq. ft nnn*
Houston International Realty  
Pat Moritz 281-363-2845

25349-25351 Borough Park Drive

1

14,146 sq. ft.  $18.50/sq. ft nnn* 
Colliers International  
Norman Munoz 713-222-2111

1440 Lake Front Circle

3

10,000-25,000 sq. ft.  $7-$9/sq. ft nnn* 
Southwest Realty Advisors  
Marc Drumwright 713-464-6045

27309-27341 Spectrum Way

5

7,140-26,700 sq. ft.  $6-$11/sq. ft nnn* 
Lincoln Property Company  
Kevin Wyatt 281-248-8060

612-616 Spring Hill Drive

7

53,957 sq. ft.  $13.92/sq. ft nnn*
Transwestern  
Greg Tilton 713- 270-7700

19241 David Memorial Drive

2

5,100-13,600 sq. ft.  $10.80/sq. ft nnn* 
Tarantino Properties Inc.  
Peggy Rougeou 713-974-4292

25003 Pitkin Road

4

9,840 sq. ft.  $11.57/sq. ft nnn* 
J. Beard Real Estate Company  
Jeff Beard 281-367-2220

312 Spring Hill Drive

6

25,736 sq. ft.  Withheld 
Lincoln Property Company  
Brandon Brooks 281-248-8060

2319 Timberloch Place

8
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DEALS THIS MONTH

FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Spring 
(281)882-3252

2655 Rayford Road

Woodlands West
(281) 259-4211 
6872 FM 1488

The Woodlands  
(281)298-7771 

4460 Panther Creek Pine

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

10%
OFF

Any Full Service 
Oil Change 

(most vehicles)
Must be presented at time of service. Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 1/21/17. C.I. 
Valid at Spring/FM 1488 (Woodlands-West)/Woodlands locations. 

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only. Expires September 30, 2016.

$25 OFF $100 OR MORE
$45 OFF $450 OR MORE
$75 OFF $750 OR MORE

SAVE

FREE

AC Performance Check
Freon and Dye extra.

Oil Change (6,000 mile Synthetic)
Up to 5 qts, specialty oils and diesel extra

Oil Change (3,000 mile Standard)
Up to 5 qts, specialty oils and diesel extra

Professional Brake 
Inspection

1995$

$2795

$5695

FREE FREE
Remove all four wheels for complete inspec-

tion and evaluation of brake pads, shoes, 
rotors, and drums.

40 pt. inspection, test drive vehicle, check 
all fluids, check tire pressure, inspect for 

leaks, check manufacturer Scheduled 
maint., inspect wipers, etc.

Must be presented at time of service. Expires 1/21/17. C.I. 
Valid at Spring/FM 1488 (Woodlands-West)/Woodlands locations.

Brake  
Check

Trip 
Check

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only. Expires September 30, 2016.

$25 OFF $100 OR MORE
$45 OFF $450 OR MORE
$75 OFF $750 OR MORE

SAVE

FREE

AC Performance Check
Freon and Dye extra.

Oil Change (6,000 mile Synthetic)
Up to 5 qts, specialty oils and diesel extra

Oil Change (3,000 mile Standard)
Up to 5 qts, specialty oils and diesel extra

Professional Brake 
Inspection

1995$

$2795

$5695

$25OFF 
$45OFF

Any Repair or 
Service of $75+
Any Repair or 
Service of $400+

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only. Expires September 30, 2016.

$25 OFF $100 OR MORE
$45 OFF $450 OR MORE
$75 OFF $750 OR MORE

SAVE

FREE

AC Performance Check
Freon and Dye extra.

Oil Change (6,000 mile Synthetic)
Up to 5 qts, specialty oils and diesel extra

Oil Change (3,000 mile Standard)
Up to 5 qts, specialty oils and diesel extra

Professional Brake 
Inspection

1995$

$2795

$5695

$1995 
A/C and Heating System 
Performance Check
(Freon, dye, or coolant 
additional if needed).

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only.  Expires September 30, 2016.

Must be presented at time of service.  Not to be combined with other offers.  Valid at the Spring 
location only. Expires September 30, 2016.

$25 OFF $100 OR MORE
$45 OFF $450 OR MORE
$75 OFF $750 OR MORE

SAVE

FREE

AC Performance Check
Freon and Dye extra.

Oil Change (6,000 mile Synthetic)
Up to 5 qts, specialty oils and diesel extra

Oil Change (3,000 mile Standard)
Up to 5 qts, specialty oils and diesel extra

Professional Brake 
Inspection

1995$

$2795

$5695

Must be presented at time of service. Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 1/21/17. C.I. 
Valid at Spring/FM 1488 (Woodlands-West)/Woodlands locations. 

Must be presented at time of service. Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 1/21/17. C.I. 
Valid at Spring/FM 1488 (Woodlands-West)/Woodlands locations. 

AUTOMOTIVE
Christian Brothers Automotive................... 65 
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202 Sawdust Road #115 
Spring, TX 77380 

Behind HEB @ I45 and Sawdust Rd. 

281 298 5570 

 

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm;  Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm 

 

–

N A M A S T E  
Indian Restaurant  

Open daily for lunch buffet
11:00am-3:00pm

($10.99)

LUNCH BUFFETT - DINNER - TAKEOUT - CATERING

N A M A S T E
Indian Restaurant

202 Sawdust Road #115
Spring, TX 77380

Behind HEB @ I45 and Sawdust Rd.

281 298 5570

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm: Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm

NOW 

SERVING 

BEER AND 

WINE!     2 FOR $20 
Includes 2 entrees, rice and naan.

Add lamb, goat or seafood for $2ea.
Dinner Only. Limit 1 coupon per table. Coupon must be 

presented at time of purchase. not valid with any other o� er.
Dinner dine-in only. Expires 1/21/17

LUNCH SPECIAL!    
$5.99 TAKE-OUT BOX 

Includes 2 vegetarian or chicken items, rice and naan. 
Add lamb, goat or seafood for extra $2ea.

Celebrating our 1 year anniversary!

www.cgcgenerators.com

CGC Generators

Think of it
as a spare tire,
for your home!

When you need it,
you’ll be glad it’s there.

Call CGC Generators today
for a standby generator
with turnkey installation

for your home or business!

• 24/7 automatic power protection 
from blackouts

• Hands-free operation: no gas cans, 
no extension cords

• Runs on homes’s existing natural 
gas LP fuel supply

• Works whether you’re home or away281-446-1597

TACLA5054C TECL 21426 TMEL4344

26797 HANNA RD., STE. 3, OAK RIDGE NORTH, TX 77385
HEALHTYFIGURESHOUSTON.COM

$50 Off
INITIAL VISIT

• EAT NORMAL FOODS
• USE PATENTED FAT-BURNERS
 AND BLOCKERS
• FDA-APPROVED APPETITE
 SUPPRESSANT
• ALL NATURAL AMINO ACIDS

FINALLY A WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM THAT 
TRULY WORKS AND IS AFFORDABLE.

BEFORE AFTER

ABBE LOST 51.4 POUNDS
AND 48 INCHES IN 16 WEEKS!

GIVE US A CALL! 281.419.7222
WE MEDICALLY MONITOR YOUR PROGRESS AND MAY BE COVERED BY YOUR INSURANCE.

THE HOLIDAYS ARE QUICKLY APPROACHING! 
START PREPARING NOW!

KICK METABOLISM
INTO HIGH GEAR

*Regular price is $375 per session. Limited number of slots available 
at our Woodlands offi ce only. December and January special only.

Spider Vein Treatment 
1 treatment for $250 or 
2 treatments for $450

*Regular price is $375 per session. Limited number of slots available 

With our state of the art Cutera Excel V Laser

L O N E S T A R V E I N C E N T E R . C O M

Pasadena
281-241-6130 

6243 Fairmont Pkwy., Suite 200 
Pasadena, TX 77505 

The Woodlands
281-882-3123

9303 Pinecroft Dr., Suite 350 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
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20% CASH AND CARRY
with check or cash only cannot be combined with any other offers.

GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com • 212 E. Main St • Tomball, TX 77375

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

281.255.0024

WE CLEAN AND REPAIR ORIENTAL AND FINE RUGS

A PROSTEEM Company

Clearance 
Sale 

Every Month

Go online to see our 
full line of products: 

www.northwoodlighting.com

www.northwoodlighting.com

281.893.4920
14297 Stuebner Airline Rd. | Houston, TX 77069

Buy Local 

and Save 
Money

The Next Generation Salad Bar

FREE CUP OF SOUP! 
w/purchase of a salad or wrap

*Not valid for online orders. May not be combined  
w/other offers. Other restrictions may apply. Valid  
at Salata Market Street. Expires: 1/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380 
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

FREE TEA/LEMONADE! 
w/purchase of a salad or wrap

*Not valid for online orders. May not be combined  
w/other offers. Other restrictions may apply. Valid  
at Salata Market Street. Expires: 1/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380 
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

FREE COOKIE! 
w/purchase of a salad or wrap

*Not valid for online orders. $100 minimum. May not be 
combined w/other offers. Other restrictions may apply. 
Valid at Salata Market Street. Expires: 1/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380 
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

Salata College Park Coming Soon!  3091 College Park Dr. #290 ¬ The Woodlands, TX 77384 ¬ Email collegepark@salata.com for more info!
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WELCOME TO CONSUMER FRIENDLY PRICING  
The Repair Mob trained and certi� ed technicians can repair just about any-
thing on your smartphone, tablet, computer, and many other electronics. We 
can also do watch and key fob battery replacement while you wait. We have 
a location in Spring, as well as one in the back of The Woodlands. All repairs 
come with at least a 6-month warranty, our screen repair prices include LCD, 
Digitizer, Glass, and frame assembly. The price doesn’t change just because 
your LCD is broken. We know our customers are the most important part of 
our business and we value their business. If you have any questions please 

don’t hesitate to give us a call. 

WE CAN REPLACE KEY FOB AND WATCH BATTERIES FOR $5

261 Sawdust Rd. Ste. A
Spring, TX 77380
281.651.4924

16064 Bridlewood Rd. 
(FM1488 and Bridlewood)
Conroe, TX 77384
936.271.0277

Monday - Saturday 10a-8p • www.RepairMob.com

Screen Replacement Prices 

iPhone 5/5c/5s $59.99 

iPhone 6 $79.99 

iPhone 6 Plus $94.99 

iPhone 6s $134.99

6777 WOODLANDS PARKWAY 
in KuykendahlBUY, SELL & SAVE

*M
ust 

pre
se

nt
 c

ou
po

n.
 N

ot
 g

oo
d 

w
ith

 o
th

er
 o

ffe
rs.

 One coupon per family. Valid only at the W
oodlands store. E

xpires 12/24/16. CPN1216QB

all toys

20%
off

SANTA SHOPS

HERE!
We carry both gently-used and brand new toys!

1500 Research Forest Drive, #100
The Woodlands. TX 77381

  Research Forest Dr.   
   H

oll
y H

ill 
Dr

.

45

Buy 1 Large Pizza
Get the second 

50% OFF
Expires 1/21/17.

30% OFF
All new Sandwiches 

and Pasta.
Expires 1/21/17.

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

281-651-5194 • www.windycitygrillandpizza.com

CHICAGO STYLE PIZZA • ITALIAN BEEF SANDWICHES • HOT DOGS

Mon-Thur 11am - 9am | Fri - Sat 11am - 10pm | Sun 11am - 8pm 
HAPPY HOUR 3pm - 5pm

Home-cooked Mediterranean and Greek Cuisine will delight your senses at Lama 
Mediterranean Cuisine, located in The Woodlands, TX. Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere 

in our new, larger and nicer location! 
Dine in our outdoor patio area or one of our Private Rooms available.

Hookas and Shisha available, with a wide-range of flavors to choose from.
Enjoy the pleasant scent and calming eff ects.

Place an order for pick-up or dine-in.

BEST 
LAMB 
CHOPS 

IN TOWN!

$14.99

DECEMBER SPECIAL
Lama’s specialty 

Lamb Chop

Best In Town!

10% OFF
entree meal

Must present coupon. One coupon per 
person. Expires 1/21/17.

Si
x P

in
es

 D
r.

Holly Hill Dr.

Research Forest  Dr.

(281) 292-5262 | www.lamacuisine.com | 1644 Research Forest Dr | The Woodlands, TX 77381

NEW ITEMS COMING SOON!
Gyro Sandwich, Chipotle Grilled Chicken 

Sandwich, a wide selection of Pasta, 
Hamburger of the Month!

from 5pm - 7pm.
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3/31/2017

2520 Research Forest Drive  
The Woodlands, TX 77381

(at Research Forest Dr. between Grogans Mill & Gosling)

832.562.2520
www.crispwoodlands.com

Starting Nov 21st, When you buy a
$100 Gift Card, you will get a

FREE $25 Gift Certifi cate
Gift Certifi cate valid Jan-March 2017

$1000 off
$30 or more with coupon.

Limit one per person. Not valid with other offers. 
Coupons cannot be combined. Expires 1/21/17

2520 Research Forest Drive  

10% off* 
Fabrics & Notions

$5 off* 
Any Class

Ingredients for 
ALL your Crafting, 

Sewing and Quilting 
Recipes

Open Thursdays until 8 p.m.!

219 Gentry Street281.528.2929

ALL your Crafting, 
Sewing and Quilting 

Recipes

Sewing Machine Repair
We Service ALL Makes and Models!

Dealer

Sewing Machine RepairSewing Machine RepairSewing Machine RepairSewing Machine RepairSewing Machine Repair

Full Service Quilt Shop
Quilting Classes • High-Quality Fabrics • Patterns •Notions

Buy a $25 giftcard, get a FREE $5 giftcard
Buy a $50 giftcard, get a FREE $10 giftcard
Buy a $75 giftcard, get a FREE $15 giftcard

Buy a $100 giftcard, get a FREE $20 giftcard

Holiday Giftcard Promo!

• Open Late
•  Fri-Sat Theme Nights
    Open til Midnight
• Preschool Program
   Mon-Wed-Fri 9am-1pm

• Open Late
•  Fri-Sat Theme Nights
    Open til Midnight
• Preschool Program
   Mon-Wed-Fri 9am-1pm

2400 FM 1488 #900 (corner of Carriage Hill Blvd.,) The Woodlands
936-271-2259

www.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTX

(With This Ad) Offer expires 12/31/16
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Located inside the Holiday Inn & Suites Hotel 
19333 David Memorial Drive 

Shenandoah - The Woodlands
281.298.2800

johnnysitaliansteakhouse.com
Follow us:

Come and have lunch or dinner at Johnny’s Italian Steakhouse 
and have a complimentary champagne toast welcoming in 2017!

(valid until December 31, 2016)

Start  2017  Off  The Right  Way!Start  2017  Off  The Right  Way!

Hours: Mon. – Sat. 6 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Sun. 7 A.M. – 2 P.M.

Ask about our catering services
Order your party trays today

Order gift cards onlineFranchises Available • Order online at KolacheFactoryToGo.com

25% OFF 
Any Dozen Kolaches
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 1/15/17. WDL-92

Minimum 45 minute advance notice required for discount.  
Substitutions may result in higher price. Standard Party  
Tray feeds 15-20 people. Does not include croissants or  

specialties. One coupon per customer. Valid only at  
Research Forest Drive. Cannot be combined with any  

other offer. Offer expires 1/15/17. WDL-92

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 1/15/17. WDL-92

FREE Sausage & 
Cheese Kolache

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 

Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 
Offer expires 1/15/17. WDL-92

With any purchase.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 1/15/17. WDL-92

FREE  
Espresso Drink 

Of equal or lesser value.

Buy 1 Sweet &  
Get 1 Sweet FREE
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 1/15/17. WDL-92

127 A Sawdust Rd. • The Woodlands 
281-292-1133

1351-D W. Davis • Conroe
936-539-2050 

17739 US 249 • Willowbrook
832-237-2200

$10.00 OFF  
A Party Tray

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 1/15/17. WDL-92

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 1/15/17. WDL-92

Now Open at  

Resea
rch Forest

!

Kolache Factory Gift Cards  
Make Great Stocking Stuffers.

CUISINE OF INDIA

SITAR
FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net
sitarthewoodland       woodlands.sitarcuisine.

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table. 

$5 OFF$5 OFF 25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(281) 364-0200
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The Indian Gourmet Spices  
supermarket has moved!
Visit them at 26752 I-45 Oak ridge North for all your 
Indian/Pakistan/Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, 
lentils, fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM

EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET 
WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!
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866-MY-TOYOTA (698-6968) or 713-358-4347
I-45 Just North Of Louetta in between the
 99 Grand Parkway and Beltway 8
FredHaasToyota.com
Hablamos Español En Todos Los Departamentos!
We Speak 18 Languages!

SERVICE CENTER OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK!

2014

2015

OR

OUR GOAL IS TO
SAVE EVERY BUYER $2,000!1

OVER 2,000 NEW TOYOTAS
IN STOCK AT FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM

2 YEARS NO COST MAINTENANCE2

*Claim based on Total Retail Sales volume per GST 2015 for Fred Haas Toyota World. **Claim based on Total Dealer Stock volume per GST 2015 for Fred Haas Toyota World. Vehicle O�ers exclude tax, title, license, insurance & $150 dealer fee, with approved credit. Ends 10/31/16; Lease with 12,000 miles per year with $.15 per mile overage; early termination fees may apply. O�ers mutually exclusive. 24 month closed-end leases.  2016 EPA Highway Estimates, actual mileage may 
vary; O�ers mutually exclusive (1)O� MSRP provided by dealer (2) Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25,000 miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental US and Alaska. (3) Purchase $999 down with approved credit based on 0% APR 72 months based on $13.89/$1,000 financed excludes TT&L, $150 dealer doc fee; $2500 GST rebate; $1,000 APR bonus cash valid with special APR financing; 
Example New 2017 Camry LE, Model 2532, Example Stock 5553, MSRP $24,230, O�er not a lease; $2,500 Customer Cash provided by Toyota; MSRP Ex New 2017 Camry XLE, Mdl 2554, Stk 8375, MSRP $33,710, Includes all applicable discounts and $2,500 Toyota Customer Cash, Sale Price $29,210  (4) $3,446 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $99 with approved credit. $0 security; Model 1832, Stock 8242, MSRP $18,720, 
$18,456 Net Capitalized cost; $2,376 total monthly payments; $1,000 TFS Cash; Residual $12,917; 0% APR 72 Months based on $13.89/$1,000 financed with Tier 1+ approved credit plus $500 APR cash provided by Toyota; O�ers mutually exclusive. O�ers mutually exclusive; $2,000 Customer Cash provided by Toyota mutually exclusive (5)$3,258 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $169. $0 security; Model 4430, Stock 3612, 
MSRP $25,310, $24,639 Net Capitalized cost; $4,056 total monthly payments; with approved credit, Residual $17,717; 0% APR with Tier 1+ approved credit based on $16.67 per $1,000 financed plus $500 APR cash provided by Toyota. $2,000 Customer Cash provided by Toyota mutually exclusive. Price Point Ex Model 4430, Stk 1909, MSRP $25,435, Includes $2,000 Toyota Rebate & all other applicable rebates (6) Ex Mdl 1831, Stk 3444, MSRP $18,195, Includes $2,000 Toyota 
rebate and all other applicable rebate (7)$4,948 due at signing excluding tax, title, license, $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $199 with approved credit. $0 Security; Model 8239, Stock 4461, MSRP $30,060, $28,009 Net Capitalized Cost; $4,776 total monthly payments with approved credit; Residual $21,643; 0% APR 72 Months on 2016 Tundras with $30,000 maximum to finance, no negative equity, minimum 760 credit score, 72 months maximum based on $13.89/$1,000 
financed; $2000 Toyota Customer Cash on Tundra CrewMax  plus $2000 CrewMax Special Edition Bonus Cash provided by Toyota equals $4000 Bonus Cash mutually exclusive.  Price Point Ex Mdl 8239, Stk 9087, MSRP $30,060, Includes $1,500 Toyota rebate and all applicable rebates (8)$3,559 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $129. $0 security; Model 7162, Stock 9281, MSRP $22,545, $22,001 Initial Capitalized cost; 
$3,096 total monthly payments; Residual $18,036; 1.9% APR with approved credit mutually exclusive;  (9) $25 value not redeemable for cash; no purchase necessary; provided by FHT. No purchase necessary; Valid only on Camry & Corolla test drives

$129/MO
24 MO LEASE

$199/MO
24 MO LEASE

7

8

NEW 2016 TACOMA ACCESS CAB
AUTO 4X2 SR SEVERAL TO CHOOSE! 

NEW 2016 TUNDRA DOUBLE CAB
4.6L SR V8  OVER 300 TO CHOOSE!

OR

1.9%
APR

$299
/MONEW 2016 COROLLA L AUTO $99$15,888 24 MO LEASE

NEW 2016 RAV4 LE

31 MPG HWY
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WHEN YOU BUY FROM FRED HAAS, WE’LL MAKE IT THE BEST CAR BUYING EXPERIENCE YOU’VE EVER HAD...WE GUARANTEE IT!

OUR BIGGEST SALE
OF THE YEAR

RAV4, Highlanders, Tacoma, Tundras, & More
 Everything Marked with Fred Haas Employee Pricing!

NUMBER 1 FOR A REASON 
WE KNOW PRICE 
SELLS CARS!

PRICE MAKES US #1* | PRICE KEEPS US #1*

WE KNOW PRICE SELLS TRUCKS

0%APR
72
MONTHS

OR

0%APR
72
MONTHS

OR

0%APR
60
MONTHS

OR

$500
+

BONUS APR
CASH

$500
+

BONUS APR
CASH

$4,000
SPECIAL EDITION

CREWMAX
BONUS CASH!

OR

Over 200 Vehicles Priced to Sell
in Our CLEARANCE ZONE!

/MO

BUY JUST 

not a lease!
37 MPG HWY

NEW 2017 CAMRYS 0%APR
72
MONTHS

WITH

FINAL DAYS

0%APR
72
MONTHS

OR

$1,000
BONUS APR

CASH

OR
OR
$2,500
CUSTOMER CASH

OR $2,000
CUSTOMER CASH

/MO$16924 MO LEASE
OR $2,000
CUSTOMER CASH

OR $4,500 OFF MSRP

NEW 2016
COROLLA L
MANUAL

$22,777FROM

35 MPG HWY

TEST DRIVE NEW 2016 & 2017 CAMRYS OR COROLLAS & RECEIVE $25.00 PREPAID CREDIT CARD! 9

3

$27,477OR
BUY 

USED CAR HOTLINE 1-800-574-6047 FREE CARFAX REPORT

NATIONWIDE LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY
Non-factory warranty. See dealer for complete details. Good only at participating dealers.

SHOP OVER 600 PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

GO TO FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM & CLICK PRE-OWNED


