
BY WENDY CAWTHON, JOCELYN KERR 

AND ABIGAIL LOOP

As Houston’s economy continues 
to recover from the oil and gas down-
turn, the health care job market in 
Greater Houston area, including 
The Woodlands, has proven to be 

resilient as the area population and 
demand for services continue to rise. 

In December 2015, the Greater 
Houston Partnership’s annual 
employment forecast predicted 
around 9,000 health care jobs would 
be added during 2016, said Patrick 

Jankowski, senior vice president of 
research at GHP.

“So far [from January to August], we 
created 7,200 jobs [in the health care 
industry], so the numbers seem to be 
on track,” he said. 
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Health care providers, employers work to reduce hospital visits
Affordable Care Act financial incentives fuel changes in Houston area

BY CHRIS SHELTON AND JAKE SNYDER

Health care providers and employers across the U.S., 
including many in the Greater Houston area, are imple-
menting strategies that aim to keep people healthier 
and out of hospitals. 

Financial incentives initiated over the last few 
years as part of the Affordable Care Act, such as tax 
breaks for instituting employee wellness programs 
and increasing penalties for high patient readmission 
rates, are pushing both providers and consumers to 
look at health care from a preventive standpoint to 
save money on rising costs.

CONTINUED ON 50

CONTINUED ON 48

of Greater Houston 
area businesses offer 
incentives for health 

risk assessments

SOURCES: KAISER FAMILY FOUNDATION, DEPARTMENT OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES, 
TEXAS BUSINESS GROUP ON HEALTH/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

offer incentives for 
completing annual 

checkups with a 
health care provider 

offer incentives 
for health risk 

assessments or 
annual checkups

23% 36% 46%

FINANCIAL
INCENTIVES

The Affordable Care Act offers tax 
breaks for employers managing 
employee wellness programs.

Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital was established to offer easier access to health care in the suburbs. 

NOTE FROM THE 
GENERAL MANAGER
Welcome to your new and improved 
Community Impact Newspaper! We have 
overhauled the design of your newspaper with 
improved fonts, colors and maps. We’ve also 
added a variety of new content. You can read 
about all of the changes in our note from the 
general manager on Page 5. Enjoy!  
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The Woodlands becoming health care hub
New hospitals set community on track to 
transform into ‘med center’ of North Houston
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of The Woodlands
(855) 516-2689  |  www.MBOTW.com
16917 Interstate 45 South  |  The Woodlands, Texas 77385

The Luxury of Convenience

Recieve 20% off any service repair or scheduled maintenance* over $99
when you donate $20 worth of food at Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands.

N E I G H B O R S  helping N E I G H B O R S

*Excludes engine or transmissions
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ready
At Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands, 
we’re bringing expert pediatric care closer 
than ever before.

Outpatient services are now open, with inpatient
care and the Emergency Center opening April
2017. From asthma and allergies to sports medicine
and speech therapy, we’re ready to serve you
with more than 20 highly sought-after specialty
clinics. Call today to make an appointment and
enjoy the convenience of world-class pediatric
care, right in your neck of the woods.

For more information, call 936-267-5000 or 
visit texaschildrens.org/woodlands.

Outpatient services NOW OPEN
Inpatient & Emergency Center OPEN APRIL 2017

© 2016 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WLD068_082216

WLD068_ad_opening_CIN.qxp_Layout 1  8/30/16  6:18 PM  Page 1
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WillowcreekRanchTX.com | 281-351-1900
19744 Telge Road, Tomball, Texas 77377

#WillowcreekRanch
#WillowcreekRanchLife

Willowcreek Ranch’s newest resident amenity, the Lakehouse Lodge, is now open! 

Complete with stunning lake views, a state-of-the-art-fitness center, and a full-time 

Lifestyle Director, the Lakehouse Lodge is where neighbors become friends. 

Schedule your tour today and discover Life Unbridled! 

Another reason to fall in love
with W ILLOWCREEK RANC H .

068-236 Commmunity Impact Ad - Nov_MECH.indd   1 10/27/16   5:01 PM
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works 
or something going on in 
town? Send it to wdlfeedback@
communityimpact.com.

Patty McHugh
GENERAL MANAGER

pmchugh@communityimpact.com

Marie Leonard
EDITOR
mleonard@communityimpact.com

If you haven’t noticed, your Community 
Impact Newspaper looks a little different 
today.

At first you might notice the use of new 
colors that aim to bring a more energetic 
and fresh feel to the paper. We upgraded 
our fonts to be more contemporary and 
easier to read, and we redesigned our pop-
ular maps for our Impacts and transporta-
tion pages. We also added new content:

• Ask the Editor: We answer a question 
each month from a reader.

• Featured Impact: We’ll prominently 
feature one new business announce-
ment each month. 

• How It Works: Look for this new Trans-
portation Updates feature that explains 
how state transportation works.

We met with a group of readers in 
September to review these changes. Their 
feedback was used to improve what you 
see today. We loved the input, and we’d 
love to hear what you think. Please share 
your comments! 

In addition to the new look, enjoy our 
annual Health Care Directory this month 
beginning on Page 35, showcasing local 
physicians and hospitals as well as health 
care news and feature stories that are 
affecting our region. 

Until next month, check our website, 
communityimpact.com, frequently for the 
latest news happening in our community.  
Enjoy this cooler weather, and Happy 
Thanksgiving!

Although The Woodlands is a master-planned 
community that is home to more than 110,000 resi-
dents, it is not an incorporated city. 

The Woodlands Township is a special-purpose 
district that was created in 2007 through legislation, 
a referendum and regional participation agreements 
with the cities of Houston and Conroe. These agree-
ments also released The Woodlands from potential 
annexation by Houston and Conroe until 2057 in 
exchange for a portion of the community’s sales tax. 
Part of the agreements also gave The Woodlands the 
ability to choose its future governance options.

The township staff provides enhanced law-enforce-
ment services through a contract with Montgomery 
County, fire protection services, environmental ser-
vices, parks and recreation amenities and economic 
development services.

It is governed by an elected, unpaid seven-mem-
ber board of directors who serve two-year, staggered 
terms. Directors are responsible for approving the 
annual township budget and setting policy. 

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES
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Now Open, Coming Soon & more

11 BUSINESS FEATURES
Always Floral
Brew It Yourself
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The Woodlands to launch reverse-
commute bus service

23 DEVELOPMENT
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion to 
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30 TOWNSHIP
The Woodlands adopts 
communitywide bike, pedestrian 
master plan

32 CITY
Shenandoah special events 
center legislation will be up for 
consideration in spring 2017
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61 REAL ESTATE
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IMPACTS 5  Salt Remedy opened Oct. 17 at 2330 
FM 1488, Ste. 200, Conroe. Salt Therapy 
is the first dry salt therapy room in the 
North Houston area. The wellness center 
features therapy rooms equipped with a 
machine called a halogenerator, which 
infuses salt into the air of the therapy 
room. During therapy sessions, guests 
sit in zero gravity recliners and breathe in 
salt air while they nap, read or meditate. 
936-271-7258. www.saltremedy.net 

6  Focus Optical opened a new location 
Oct. 17 at 1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., 
Ste. 600, The Woodlands. The store offers 
comprehensive eye exams, contact lens 
fittings, prescription and nonprescrip-
tion eyeglasses, and sunglasses for men, 
women and children. 832-225-1150. 
www.focusopticaltw.com

7  Torrid opened Oct.1 in The Wood-
lands Mall at 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, 
Ste. 1216, The Woodlands. The collection 
of trendy fashion apparel, lingerie and 
accessories at Torrid is inspired by and 
designed specifically to fit young women 
who wears size 10 to 30. 281-465-8926. 
www.torrid.com

8  Owner Robin Marshall opened 
Toffee Cellar Artisan Toffee and Other 
Obsessions on Oct. 1 at 32907 Tamina 
Road, Ste. C, Magnolia. The business 
offers eight types of artisan toffee and 
six flavors of cupcakes, with plans to add 
flavors as the business grows. Shipping 
services are also available. Toffee Cellar 
is located near the farmers market open 
each Saturday on Tamina Road.  
480-290-5772. www.toffeecellar.com 

COMING SOON

9  L’Atelier de Beaute will open in 
mid-November at 1950 Hughes Landing 
Blvd., Ste. 1200, The Woodlands. The skin 
care spa employs Biologique Recherche 
techniques of France in its skin care 
services and also offers laser treatments, 
body contouring and cosmetic injections. 
281-771-5569. latelierdebeaute.com

10  Cakewalk Style Shop in Market 
Street, at 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 450, 
The Woodlands,  will officially open Nov. 
11. Cakewalk offers personalized styling 

NOW OPEN

1  Artrageous Pottery Studio cele-
brated its grand opening weekend Sept. 
24-25 at 26400 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 
C190, The Woodlands, in Creekside Park. 
The studio offers walk-in pottery painting, 
canvas painting, clay building, glass fus-
ing and mosaic creation for artists of all 
ages and levels of experience.  
832-844-7039. www.artrageoustx.com 

2  Sun & Ski  opened in late October 
at 25415 I-45 S., Spring. The store offers 
ski, snowboard and bike gear as well as 
apparel, clothing and accessories.  
832-610-3930. www.sunandski.com 

3  The Woodlands resident Ana Escolero 
opened We Rock the Spectrum Kid’s 
Gym Sept. 10 at 387 Sawdust Road, Ste. 
C, Spring. The gym specializes in provid-
ing a safe and fun recreation environment 
for children with sensory processing 

disorders. 832-246-8566. www.werock 
thespectrumthewoodlands.com 

4  The Nutty Scientists of Houston 
began teaching at its new location Oct. 
24 at 8000 McBeth Way, Ste. 160, The 
Woodlands. The new school is open for 
birthday parties, classes and camps for 
children, which include hands-on science 
experiments and science-themed shows. 
281-719-0873.  
www.nuttyscientistshouston.com

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Map not to scale N

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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2009-2011 Winner

· Investment Management

· Asset Protection

· Business Succession Planning

· Estate Planning

· Trust Management

· Charitable Giving

· Comprehensive Financial Planning

Two Hughes Landing
1790 Hughes Landing, Suite 350

The Woodlands, Texas 77380

832.585.0110
www.hfgwm.com

Please call today for your complimentary, second opinion service.
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complete with clothing, shoes and acces-
sories. 713-284-8283.  
www.cakewalkstyleshop.com

11  AT&T will open a new store in The 
Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, Ste. 2038, The Woodlands, in 
mid-November. The store will carry AT&T 
phones and other electronic devices.   
www.att.com

12  NYX Cosmetics will open a new 
store in The Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, Ste. 1134, The Wood-
lands, in January. The store will carry the 
full line of NYX professional makeup, nail 
polish and accessories.  
www.nyxcosmetics.com

13  Beauty Statement will open in  
December at 1950 Hughes Landing Blvd., 
Ste. 1225, The Woodlands, according to 
The Woodlands Development Company. 
www.facebook.com/shopbeauty 
statement

14  Broken Barrel will open in January 
at 1950 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 1825, 
The Woodlands, according to The Wood-
lands Development Company. The wine 
bar will feature tapas and small plates 
along with a large outdoor patio. 

RELOCATIONS

15  Francesca’s in Market Street, 9595 
Six Pines Drive, The Woodlands, relocated 
to Ste. 980 from Ste. 870 on Oct. 21. The 
boutique carries women’s clothing, shoes 
and jewelry. 281-419-3750.   
www.francescas.com

16  Trudy’s Hallmark Shop will relocate 
in The Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Wood-
lands Drive, The Woodlands, to Ste. 1108 
from Ste. 2202 in mid-November. The 
store specializes in greeting cards, gifts 
and boutique items.  
www.trudyshallmark.com

17  Fleet Feet Sports  will relocate from 
19053 I-45 S., Shenandoah, to 1925 
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 900, The 
Woodlands, in early December. The busi-
ness, which caters to runners, walkers 
and fitness enthusiasts, offers a variety of 
athletic shoes.  
www.fleetfeethouston.com

 COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP,  
BETH MARSHALL, HANNAH ZEDAKER

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT-NOW OPEN

Board & Brush Creative Studio, a do-it-yourself wood sign entertainment chain, 
opened in mid-October at 6910 FM 1488, Ste. 6, Magnolia. Owned by Reuben and 
Jennifer Morgensteren, the new business offers a variety of three-hour classes and 
provides the wood, stencils and paint. Customers can also bring their own wine, beer 
and drinks for the class. 936-333-5724. www.boardandbrush.com/magnolia

ANNIVERSARIES

18  Woodlands Fine Cigars celebrates 
its 20-year anniversary in late November 
at 528 Sawdust Road, The Woodlands. 
The business specializes in fine premium 
cigars, pipes and pipe tobacco and offers 
a lounge area to smoke. Woodlands Fine 
Cigars will offer specials throughout 
the month of November to celebrate its 
anniversary. 281-296-0202.  
woodlandsfinecigars.com

19  Fogo de Chao celebrated its one-
year anniversary Nov. 6 at 1900 Hughes 
Landing Blvd., The Woodlands. The 
Brazilian steakhouse serves food inspired 
by the cuisine of southern Brazil with 
fresh vegetables, imported meats and 
churrasco specialties on the menu.  
713-978-6500.  
www.fogodechao.com

20  Patricia’s Dance Lessons celebrat-
ed its one-year anniversary in September 
at 24913 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. A, The 
Woodlands. Owned by Patricia Ferreira 
Rochester, one of the top female dancers 
in international Latin style and mambo/
salsa freestyle, the studio offers both 
private and group lessons in ballroom, 
Latin, country and swing dance styles 
for dancers of all ages. The business also 
offers wedding dance lessons as well as 
LaBlast dance fitness classes.  
832-465-3595.  
www.patriciasdancelessons.com

21  Woodlands Eye Associates  
celebrates its 40-year anniversary in No-
vember at 1001 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 
100, The Woodlands. As the first eye doc-
tor in The Woodlands, George Kaufman 
opened Woodlands Eye Associates in 
1976 and now has two Woodlands loca-
tions and six eye doctors. Both locations 
offer comprehensive eye exams, medical 
eye care and a variety of designer glasses 
frames and contacts lenses.  
281-367-2020. www.woodlandseye.com

Like us on facebook

281-465-0700
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

1590 Lake Woodlands Dr. 77380
At the Pinecroft Center

Expert Rug Cleaning & Repair
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Thankful for our COMMUNITY

Call The Kink Team for Sale and Lease Properties for Immediate 
Move-In and be Home for the Holidays!

3907 Rayford Rd
$4,200/month

38 S Garnet Bend
$5,500/month

3 Paloma Pines
$6,900/month

14 Maroon Creek Ct
$7,900/month

www.TheKinkTeam.com
8111 Ashlane Way | The Woodlands, TX 77382

281-364-4828
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NOW OPEN

1  DXL Destination XL celebrated its 
grand opening at 19075 I-45 N., Ste. 800, 
Shenandoah, in the Portofino Shopping 
Center on Oct. 17. The men’s apparel store 
specializes in casual and designer wear for 
men of all ages in need of larger sizes.  
936-273-3140.  
www.destinationxl.com

2  Glacier Pool Supplies & Spas opened 
Oct. 12 at 27832 I-45 N., The Woodlands. 

The business offers services for swimming 
pool equipment repair needs, which include 
pumps, filters, salt systems, heaters and 
lights. The business also provides customers 
with a wide range of high-quality spa mod-
els. 832-246-8541.  
www.glacierpooltx.com 

3  Wicked Core opened Oct. 10 at 3555 
Rayford Road, Ste. 15, Spring. The fitness 
facility offers a workout based on the 
Lagree fitness method, which incorporates 
strength, resistance and cardio training. 
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Workouts are high-intensity, low-impact, 
45-minute sessions. 713-301-7033.  
www.wicked-core.com

4  A new UPS store opened Sept. 7 at 3431 
Rayford Road, Ste. 200, Spring. Located in 
the Rayford Crossing shopping center, the 
store has mailboxes and offers shipping, 
postal, freight, notary and printing services. 
281-288-8700.  
www.theupsstore.com

5  Today’s Vision held its grand open-
ing Nov. 3 at 2833 Riley Fuzzel Road, Ste. 
300, Spring. This is the second location 
for husband-and-wife team Dr. Kris Patel 
and Dr. Hiral Mehta, whose first office is on 
Rayford Road. Both locations offer medical 
eye care and routine eye examinations and 
an extensive selection of designer glasses 
frames and contacts. 281-719-9926.  
www.tvrayford.com

COMING SOON

6  PGA Tour Superstore celebrates its 
grand opening Nov. 12 at 19075 I-45 S., Ste. 
105, Shenandoah. The store, located in the 
Portofino Shopping Center, carries every-
thing related to the games of golf and tennis 
and hosts free clinics and golf lessons for 
athletes of all ages at the store’s indoor driv-
ing range. The store’s certified experts can 
also do custom club fittings and club repairs. 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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www.pgatoursuperstore.com/woodlands

7  Snuggles and Hugs Active Dog 
Camp will open Dec. 4 at 26781 Hanna 
Road, Oak Ridge North. The camp boasts 
safe off-leash play groups with a dog-to-staff 
member ratio of no more than 6-to-1. Play 
groups are organized by dog size, energy 
level, activity preference and play style, 
making the camp unique to traditional 
kennels. 936-443-3215.  
www.activedogcamp.com

8  Made Ya Smile Dental will open a 
new location at 2833 Riley Fuzzel Road, 
Spring, in January. The office offers general, 
family dentistry as well as cosmetic and 
preventative dentistry and orthodontics. 
The new location will offer free exams and 
X-rays for all new patients. 281-265-1111.                           
www.madeyasmile.com 

RELOCATIONS

9  Lakeshore Learning Store will relo-
cate in February in Shenandoah’s Portofino 
Shopping Center, located at 19075 I-45 N., 
from Ste. 107 to Ste. 112A, next to Old Navy. 
The store, which caters to the instructional 
needs of parents and teachers, is stocked 
with educational materials for children up to 
the age of 11. 936-271-3585.  
www.lakeshorelearning.com
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FEATURED IMPACT-COMING SOON

Nordstrom Rack announced it will open in Shenandoah in the Portofino Shopping 
Center in spring 2018. The store, which offers men’s, women’s and children’s clothing, 
is a less costly alternative to its parent store, Nordstrom. Shenandoah City Adminis-
trator Greg Smith announced the new business at the City Council’s regular workshop 
meeting Oct. 12. Smith said the store would take the former location of LifeWay Chris-
tian Store. www.nordstromrack.com

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

 COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP,  
BETH MARSHALL, HANNAH ZEDAKER

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com.

Focus Optical offers the newest options in contact lenses for those who want to get out of their 
reading glasses.  We also offer Ortho-k, specialty contacts worn while sleeping, which can 
eliminate the need for glasses or contacts during the day!  Recommended for kids who are 
active or have progressive prescription changes.

• Adult and pediatric 
comprehensive eye exams

• Contact lens fittings
• Open 7 days a week
• Accepting outside glasses 

prescriptions

Call to schedule your appointment today!

Tel: 832-225-1150  |  Email: info@focusopticaltw.com  |  Website: www.focusopticaltw.com

NOW OPEN
in Hughes Landing

          Lake Woodlands Dr.
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.Lake Front Cir.

1925 Hughes Landing, Suite 600
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(ACROSS FROM STARBUCKS)

ACCEPTING MANY INSURANCES: 
VSP • EyeMed • Spectera • Avesis 

please call for others

FRAME LINES WE CARRY: Tom Ford • DITA Lindberg • Prada
          Tory Burch • RayBan • Kid’s Frames
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At CHI St. Luke’s Health, our a�liation with Texas Heart® Institute (THI) 

continues to revolutionize heart care. As one of the largest cardiovascular 

centers in the nation, we have performed more heart transplants and 

open-heart surgeries than any other facility in the U.S.

New programs in research, a tireless commitment to education, 

and unparalleled expertise make Texas Heart Institute an undisputed 

leader in innovations to treat complex cases.

We’re not  planning  for the future; we’re creating  it…

with bold moves forward in medicine.

in heart care

We’re boldly
moving forward

Learn more at
CHIStLukesHealth.org

Our Houston area hospitals: 

Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center

Brazosport Hospital

Lakeside Hospital    

Patients Medical Center

Springwoods Village  

Sugar Land Hospital  

The Vintage Hospital

The Woodlands Hospital
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S   abrina Torres has been delivering handcrafted 
flower bouquets in the Greater Houston area 

for more than a decade. 
Torres began her career in the floral industry in 

2003 after taking a class at North Harris Community 
College—now the Lone Star College System. While 
working as a special education teacher in Houston 
ISD, Torres began building her home-based business 
by working weddings every weekend. 

After retiring from teaching in 2010, Torres 
decided to focus solely on her business. In May 2013, 
she celebrated the grand opening of her first retail 
flower shop in Spring, Always Floral. 

“I think it helped being in the wedding industry 
beforehand because you have to deal with a lot of 
particular people, and your work is always under a 
microscope,” Torres said. “So coming into retail, I 
look at my work the same way. My customers look at 
the product just like a bride, so I need to make sure 
it’s as perfect as it can be before it goes out  
that door.” 

Looking to accommodate customers coming from 
The Woodlands, Torres opened a second location on 
Oak Ridge Drive in 2014 for consultations. 

“There are a lot of brides in The Woodlands 
area so we set up a shop there to meet with brides 
for their convenience,” Torres said. “I have been 
thinking about expanding our Woodlands location 
to become a retail shop in the future. We get a lot of 
repeat customers from that area because they love 
our product, so it would be great to have another 
retail location there eventually.” 

In addition to The Woodlands and Spring, Always 

Floral also delivers arrangements to the Cypress, 
Tomball and Willowbrook areas. Staying true to 
its family business ties, Torres’ father serves as the 
delivery driver, and her mother and sister work 
alongside her at the shop. 

“You’ve got to support small businesses—that’s 
how we survive,” Torres said. “We can’t compete 
with the prices of big chains, but we offer a better 
product. Going to a florist that loves what they do 
and is putting together a bouquet by hand with care 
makes a huge difference.” 

Aside from weddings, Torres also provides floral 
arrangements for corporate events, funerals, anni-
versary celebrations, and baby and bridal showers. 

“Customer service is my No. 1 priority,” she said. 
“We offer something for everybody’s budget, and if 
the order is placed before 2:30 p.m., we can defi-
nitely deliver it the same day. I really don’t like to 
turn away business so even if it’s later in the day, 
sometimes I can still get the orders out that same 
day. We will stay here as late as that last delivery 
goes out, and we really work to communicate with 
our customers—that sets us apart.” 

Always Floral has been awarded the Best of Wed-
dings Florist designation by “The Knot” for the past 
five consecutive years, landing the business a spot 
in The Knot hall of fame. In addition, the shop was 
also voted as the “Couple’s Choice Florist” by the 
website Wedding Wire in 2015. 

Torres said she primarily buys her flowers 
from local wholesalers and takes pride in never 
using what she considers cheap fillers, such as 
baby’s breath or leather leaves. She also uses only 

BY  HANNAH ZEDAKER

1: Always Floral is based in Spring with a location in The Woodlands for bridal and event consultations.  
2: The shop delivers arrangements to The Woodlands, Spring, Tomball, Cypress and Willowbrook areas. 3: Sabrina 
Torres started Always Floral from her home nearly a decade ago. She opened her first storefront in Spring in 2013. 

Always Floral 

26022 Oak Ridge Drive,  
The Woodlands 

832-452-8175 

www.alwaysfloral.com

Hours: by appointment only

Always Floral
Family-owned florist focuses on quality, quick service
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high-quality ribbon and burlap on arrangements for 
her personal finishing touch.

 “You have to love your product and have passion 
when you’re making it,” Torres said.  “You want to 
send something out that you would want to receive.” 

In addition to flower arrangements, the shop 
offers soy candles, fruit baskets, candy baskets, 
balloon bouquets and stuffed animals. Clients can 
place orders by phone, online or in person. Unlike 
many floral businesses, the shop does not work with 
an external service for additional flower orders.

“Our business has been growing tremendously 
each year we’ve been here,” Torres said. “If you put 
out a good product, you don’t need the [external 
service]. That’s how you build repeat business—by 
just putting out a good product.” 

FLOWER SHOP FAVORITES

Wedding trends

Busiest times of the year

Roses

Valentine’s Day

Garden roses
Free-flowing, 
natural bouquets

Sunflowers

Mother’s Day

Lilies

Christmas
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B   rew It Yourself is a one-stop 
shop for everything from grains 

to bottle caps for homebrewers of any 
skill level. 

Owner Ray Philbrook opened Brew 
It Yourself in The Woodlands area in 
2004 but has been brewing his own 
beer since 1997. 

“I found that there was a place 
that you could actually buy things 
to [brew beer] at home, and I didn’t 
know that was even available,” 
Philbrook said. “I knew people did it, 
but I thought it was kind of under the 
table.”

Originally, Philbrook’s interest in 
homebrewing was piqued when he 
got a job in a liquor store in the ’90s 
and had little knowledge about beer 
or wine. 

“I didn’t know anything about beer 
and wine except how much it cost 
and where it came from,” Philbrook 
said. “I had somebody [who] started 
teaching me the differences, and that 
opened my mind and my interest into 
the different kind of beers, different 
kind of wines, where they came from, 
what they were made out of [and] the 
history behind them.”

Although beer kits are the most 
popular sellers, Philbrook said the 
shop sells almost as many wine kits. 
In addition to beer and wine supplies, 
Brew It Yourself also carries supplies 
to make sodas, vinegars and liqueurs. 

“Everything that’s here, people 
come in and will buy the equipment 
to make it at home,” Philbrook said. 
“For vinegars, you have to have some-
thing fermented already, so it has to 
be a beer or a wine or it can be a cider. 
Then you add the bacteria to it, and 
that turns it into vinegar.”

For those interested in learning 
more about homebrewing, Philbrook 
said he hosts a monthly club called 
Barley Coherent at Brew It Yourself. 

“There’s a lot of different things we 
try to do demos about, and we make 
it user-friendly for the people that 
don’t know anything, but also for the 
people that have been doing it for a 
while, [and] they can still pick up a 
little something,” Philbrook said. 

Gary Tomchik, one of Barley Coher-
ent’s organizers, said about 20 people 
of varying skill levels come to the club 
meeting each month. 

“We’re trying to be accessible to all 

the folks that come in because some-
times we have new folks that have 
never brewed before that will come 
in and say, ‘I just want to understand 
what this is about,’” Tomchik said. 
“Just standing around talking to peo-
ple and sharing homebrew, they can 
learn something.”

Tomchik first became interested in 
homebrewing because he enjoyed vis-
iting breweries but was intimidated 
by the process at first, he said. 

“My advice would be don’t be intim-
idated by the process,” Tomchik said. 
“Just like with any hobby, you can 
start off very simply and accomplish 
want you’re wanting to do. But then 
there’s the other end of the spectrum 
where you can do something very 
complicated.”

Philbrook said his customers now-
adays are interested in making more 
high-quality craft beers. 

“A lot of people now are trying to 
make good beer, which was different 
from when I first opened,” he said. “A 
lot of people were just trying to make 
cheap beer. They didn’t care what it 
tasted like. Now people are trying to 
make good beer because there are 
so many good beers out and they’re 
expensive, or you can’t get certain 
beers in certain states.”

Temperature is a significant factor 
in brewing beer. Winter in Texas is 
a prime season for homebrewing 
because the air outside naturally 
becomes cooler, eliminating the need 
for a separate refrigerator, Philbrook 
said.  

“You can get a refrigerator, and you 
can put an external thermostat on it 
and you can dial the temperature you 
want,” Philbrook said. “Most people 
don’t have the extra fridge just for 
that, but if you get into it then you 
eventually buy it.”

Aside from temperature, sanitation 
and patience are key when making 
homebrewed beer, Philbrook said. 

“It’s a little bit of time, [but] it’s not 
as crazy as you would think it would 
be, and it’s not as expensive as golf,” 
he said. “What really drew me into 
it was I enjoyed eating. I liked food, 
and I liked cooking. That helps me 
to enjoy it even more because when 
you’re [cooking], you understand it 
more and you can manipulate it. I 
think beer is the same thing.” 

Brew It Yourself
Homebrewing shop offers supplies, guidance

BY BETH MARSHALLBUSINESS FEATURE

1: Ray Philbrook, owner of Brew It Yourself, offers all of the necessary supplies for 
homebrewing beer and wine. 2: Bottle caps with different colors and patterns are sold 
at the supply shop. 3: Novelty cans and bottles as well as liqueur and vinegar mixes 
are stocked at Brew It Yourself. 
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Brew It Yourself

25770 I-45 N., Spring

281-367-2739

www.brew-it-yourself.com

Hours: Mon. 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Wed.-Fri. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Closed Tuesdays

N

45

SAWDUST RD.            RAYFORD RD.

FIND BARLEY COHERENT ON FACEBOOK FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MEETINGS HELD ON THE SECOND TO LAST 

SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH AT BREW IT YOURSELF.

HOMEBREWING ESSENTIALS

Brew It Yourself offers the necessary materials needed for making beer or wine from home.

Homebrewing beer is a popular pastime for Americans, and stores like Brew It Yourself 
equip homebrewers with the supplies they need.

• Food-grade plastic, glass 
or stainless container for 
fermenting

• Cappers

• Bottles

• Corkers

• Sanitizers 

• Thermometer

• Hydrometer

• Syphoning device or 
container with a valve

BREWERS BY THE NUMBERS

40The average 
homebrewer is

years 
old.

In 2013, it was estimated that there are 

1.2 million  
homebrewers  

in the U.S.

Homebrewers produce more than  

2 million  
barrels of beer annually,  

which equates to 1 percent of total  
U.S. production.

SOURCE: HOMEBREWERSASSOCIATION.ORG/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS® 

offi ce nationwide!

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

281.363.2500

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC

We keep you moving forward, opening 
new doors, making dreams come true

Call us today for all your real estate needs

Our agents are uniquely certifi ed and trained to 
assist in relocating you or your loved ones
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T  wo-time Grammy Award 
nominee Sarah Kelly and 

her husband, producer Jonas 
Ekman, opened the Sarah Kelly 
Music School in Market Street in 
September.

The couple has housed the 
school in The Woodlands since 
2011, but they needed a larger 
space to accommodate the num-
ber of students enrolled.

“I can help prepare them for 
how the music industry actually 
is without the fluff,” Kelly said. 
“We are not management. We 
are not a label, but we do kind 
of function as both. We are not 
pretending to want to be that. We 
don’t make them sign anything. 
We don’t want to own their 
music. That’s a core principle  
of mine.”

Kelly brings 2,000 gigs and a 
decade of touring experience to 

the table. With five full-length 
albums and experience in the 
Christian and secular music 
industries, her goal is for her 
students to become well-versed in 
all aspects of the business. 

Ekman, who is originally from 
Sweden and formerly worked as 
the music director at Woodlands 
Church, has been producing 
music for 20 years. 

Since Kelly specializes in vocal 
production and Ekman special-
izes in music production, they 
said they hire the best in the busi-
ness to cover the other aspects. 

“The industry is just full of a lot 
of glorified karaoke singers right 
now,” Kelly said. “We’re trying 
to combat that and help the 
singer-songwriters fill in that gap 
between now and the [time when 
they have] 200,000 fans so that 
someone can take them seriously 

and put them on a different map 
than even we can.”

Special guests who have visited 
the school to teach include 
five-time Grammy Award winner 
Bruce Swedien, who recorded 
and mixed Michael Jackson’s 
music; Mike Clink, who has 
worked with Guns N’ Roses and 
Heart; and Bill Hearne, president 
and CEO of Capitol Christian 
Music Group. 

“We just don’t give them the 
license to be less than they can 
be,” Kelly said. “Of course, when 
they mess up, we’re there to hug 
them at the end of it, especially 
the ones that are hard on them-
selves. But, the ones that need to 
be a little harder on themselves 
and practice a little more, we’re 
not afraid to demand it. We are a 
specialty sport. We are not your 
average piano lesson.”

BY BETH MARSHALL

1: Sarah Kelly (left) helps a student with a song during 
Career Class. 2: Students form groups to work on their 
skills at the Sarah Kelly Music School. 

Sarah Kelly Music 
School

9595 Six Pines 
Drive, Ste. 6255, 
The Woodlands

281-867-3307

www.sarahkelly 
musicschool.com

Sarah Kelly Music School
School offers training to budding musicians
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FIRST LOOK

The Sarah Kelly Music School offers courses for all ages. 

• Music Slam is a two-hour weekly class in which 
students learn to sing and play piano or guitar. Ages 
5-12. $195 per month.  

• Music Boot Camp is a two-hour weekly class that 
helps students sharpen two of four skills: vocals, 
piano, guitar or music production. Ages 13 and up. 
$195 per month.  

• Songwriting is a 90-minute weekly class taught by 
Sarah Kelly herself, and students learn everything 
necessary for becoming an artist or a worship leader. 
Ages 13 and up. $250 per month.  

• Career Coaching is for students who have proven 
their dedication to their craft and are good candidates 
for launching an actual music career.

CLASSES

“PRESERVE FAMILY MEMORIES”

Transfer Home Movies to DVD

Restore Damaged Photos

Scan Slides and Prints

Print on Metal and Canvas5106 Louetta Rd., Spring, TX 77379 • (281) 370 - 2220
photosource.com      Tues-Fri: 10:00am - 5:30pm



communityimpact.com16

Presented by The Woodlands United Methodist Church 
Chancel Choir and Sanctuary Orchestra 

Saturday and Sunday, December 10 – 11 
6:30 p.m. in the Main Sanctuary

For more information or to purchase tickets,  
call 281.297.5904 or visit 
thewoodlandsumc.org/christmas

2200 Lake Woodlands Dr.  |  The Woodlands, TX 77380
281.297.5900  |  thewoodlandsumc.org
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T he Badeaux family opened 
Logan Farms Honey Glazed 

Hams & Market Cafe, a franchise, in 
July 2015 and have since become a 
staple for area families during the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons.

Scott Badeaux said his parents and 
owners of the cafe, Jerry and Laurna 
Badeux, are originally from New 
Orleans and opened the business on 
Sawdust Road after Jerry became a 
regular customer at another Houston 
location of the eatery. 

“We opened the store as part of the 
franchise since Logan Farms has three 
in Houston,” Badeaux said. “A year 
and a half ago, my dad was a regu-
lar customer at one of the Houston 
stores. He inquired about doing a 
franchise in The Woodlands, and it 
all came together from there. We’ve 
seen a really good [customer base] 
since opening here last year, and last 
Christmas and Thanksgiving seasons, 
we did pretty well.”

Badeaux said the upcoming holiday 
season is expected to be a big one for 
the eatery as well. Ham and turkey 
orders have already been submitted 
by corporate companies.

Logan Farms offers a variety of fresh 
ham, turkey, ribs and beef, along with 
a lunch menu that Badeaux said has a 
New Orleans twist. Meats and produce 
all come from local suppliers; how-
ever, the restaurant’s French bread is 
purchased from New Orleans-based 
Leidenheimer Baking Co. 

“We’re unique because have a 
New Orleans flair to our menu, like 
red beans and rice, and chicken and 
sausage gumbo,” he said. “We’re from 
there so we try to make it more geared 
to New Orleans.”

Badeaux said the most popular 
sandwich on the menu is the pesto 
Cuban sandwich, which is made with 

shaved pork roast, sliced honey ham, 
Swiss cheese, chipotle mayonnaise, 
pesto sauce and a kosher pickle on 
grilled French bread. Other house 
specialties on the lunch menu include 
the spicy chicken sandwich, the tuna 
melt and the classic club. 

Fresh smoked ham and turkey are 
also popular during the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas seasons. Badeaux said 
the 8-pound spiral sliced ham is a 
popular choice during the Christmas 
season. At Thanksgiving, the two 
most popular gourmet meats that are 
ordered at the eatery include smoked 
turkey and Cajun turkey.

Customers are also able to make 
reservations for their ham or turkey 
breast orders, while briskets, steaks 
and ribs do not require a reservation. 
Online orders can be made as well for 
gourmet meats at the eatery. 

For customers who want to order 
more than gourmet meats for the holi-
days, catering services are also offered 
by Logan Farms for parties and events. 

“We have a good catering business,” 
Badeaux said. “It’s a full service for 
clients who want to order lunches or 
dinner with hot trays. The catering 
menu also has a variety of stuff. It’s 
some New Orleans-based foods and 
then some homecooked Southern 
foods like meatloaf.”

As far as expanding their services 
to a dinner menu or new location, 
Badeaux said his family will stay 
with a lunch menu at their existing 
location for now but could expand in 
the future.

“We’re not looking to expand right 
now since we’ve only been open a 
year,” he said. We could maybe be 
looking at it in the future. We’d need 
to expand the selection for dinner. But 
we haven’t given much thought to it as 
of yet.”

Logan Farms Honey Glazed Hams & Market Cafe
Family-owned eatery puts New Orleans flair on menu, offers gourmet meats for holiday meals

BY ABIGAIL LOOP

Logan Farms Honey Glazed Hams & 
Market Cafe

377 Sawdust Road, Spring

832-823-5130

www.woodlands.loganfarms.com

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., closed 
Sunday
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Logan Farms gourmet meats

Logan Farms Honey Glazed Hams & 
Market Cafe has a variety of special-
ty gourmet meats for customers to 
choose from for the upcoming holiday 
season:

• Honey glazed ham: hickory smoked, 
spiral sliced and baked with a thick and 
rich honey and spice glaze  ($70) 
• Honey glazed turkey breast: pre-
sliced, oven roasted ($31.95) 
• Hickory smoked turkey: delicately 
cured and slowly smoked with real 
hickory wood chips the old fashioned 
way ($50)

Popular lunch menu items

• Louisiana-style fried Gulf shrimp 
po’boy: served with lettuce, tomato, 
mayonnaise and a pickle ($12.75) 
• New Orleans-style hot sausage 
po’boy: served with lettuce, tomato, 
mayonnaise and a pickle ($10.75) 
• Classic club sandwich: signature 
ham and turkey breast on a triple deck 
of toasted white bread with mayon-
naise, lettuce, tomato, Swiss and ched-
dar cheese and crispy bacon ($7.65) 

1: Owners Laurna and Jerry Badeaux opened Logan Farms Honey Glazed Hams & 

Market Cafe in July 2015. 2: The rueben sandwich ($9.45) is made with shaved corn 
beef on grilled rye bread. 3: The tuna melt sandwich ($7.95) is made with house-made 
albacore tuna salad. 4: Honey glazed turkey breast ($31.99) is a holiday favorite.
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All information on this page was updated as of  
11/2/16. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com.

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES COMPILED  BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

with the right of way acquisition process 
and expects to complete that process 
by the end of December. The project 
design team has submitted 95 percent 
of the construction documents to the 
Montgomery County engineer’s office 
and plans to submit final documents for 
review by mid-November. Project bids 
will be solicited by mid-December and 
reviewed in mid-January.

Timeline: early 2017-late 2019

Cost: $60 million

Funding sources: Montgomery County 
Precinct 3 

3  Kuykendahl Road bridge

A dual bridge will be built on Kuykend-
ahl Road over Spring Creek in an effort 
to mitigate traffic congestion between 
Montgomery and Harris counties. The 
project bid was awarded June 30, and 
the notice to proceed was issued Sept. 
26. Since then, a project office has been 
established on-site, and construction 
is underway. The right of way clear-
ing effort on the south side of Spring 
Creek, within Harris County, is nearing 
completion. The right of way clearing 
effort on the north side of Spring Creek, 
within Montgomery County, began 
in early November. The project is on 
schedule, and the contract allows 270 
days for installation. 

Timeline: late September 2016-June 
2017

Cost: $6 million

Funding sources: The Woodlands 

Road Utility District No. 1, Montgomery    
County, Harris County 

4  Improvements to Branch 
Crossing and Terramont drives

The Montgomery County Precinct 
3 project will install a new traffic 
signal and flashing yellow arrow at the 
intersection of Branch Crossing and 
Terramont drives. The project also 
added a right- and left-turn lane to the 
intersection, which was completed in 
late September. Construction on the 
traffic signal installation is underway 
and is expected to be completed by 
mid-November. 

Timeline: August-mid-November

Cost: $250,000

Funding sources: Montgomery   
County Precinct 3

5  Improvements to Lake Front 
Circle and Pinecroft Drive

The Montgomery County Precinct 3 
project installed a new traffic signal 
to the intersection of Lake Front Circle 
and Pinecroft Drive. Earlier this year, a 
traffic signal at Lake Front Circle and Six 
Pines Drive was also installed by Mont-
gomery County Precinct 3. The two 
signals will be coordinated in Novem-
ber to better enhance mobility.  

Timeline: September-October

Cost: $125,000

Funding sources: Montgomery   
County Precinct 3
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Why are we paying 
tolls after  toll road 
construction is paid for?
Tolls pay for more than just building 
new toll roads. Though tolls do go 
toward repaying the bonds sold to 
fund constructing new roads, they 
also pay for operating and maintaining 
the existing roadways and funding 
expansions and improvements. 

Essentially, a toll road is never 
completely paid for. 

The state’s population is projected 
to increase to more than 30 million 
people by 2020, according to the Texas 
Department of State Health Services. 
As the population increases, toll roads 
may undergo improvement projects to 
accommodate for the increased traffic 
congestion.

Regularly scheduled increases of toll 
rates also help pay for future projects. 

Gas taxes and vehicle registration fees 
do not fund the toll roads. That revenue 
is used to fund nontolled projects by the 
Texas Department of Transportation. 
Toll roads, on the other hand, are largely 
funded through the sale of bonds that 
are repaid through tolls.

1

2

3

4

LAKE FRONT CIRCLE

PINECROFT 
DR.

BOROUGH 
PARK DR.

5

NMap not to scale

6  Sawdust Road medians project 

The Montgomery County Precinct 3 
project will create access management 
lanes on Sawdust Road between Gro-
gans Mill Road and Borough Park Drive, 
through the installation of medians. 
This is Phase 2 of a bigger project to im-
prove mobility along the Rayford-Saw-
dust road corridor. Phase 1, which 
focused on creating access manage-
ment lanes on Rayford Road began at 
the end of 2015. Phase 2 is expected to 
be complete by mid-November. 

Timeline: October-mid-November

Cost: TBA

Funding sources: Montgomery  
County Precinct 3

ROAD EXPANSION

1  I-45 HOV lanes

The southbound and northbound I-45 
high occupancy vehicle lanes between 
South Loop 336 and FM 1960 opened 
to commuters Oct. 17 and Oct. 31, 
respectively. The Texas Department 
of Transportation project added one 
north- and one southbound HOV lane, 
free to commuters 24/7.

Timeline: October 2015-Oct. 31, 2016

Cost: $2.6 million 

Funding sources: TxDOT

2  Rayford Road widening

This Montgomery County Precinct 3 
road bond project will widen Rayford 
Road from four to six lanes between 
Lazy Lane and the Grand Parkway. In 
addition, an overpass will be construct-
ed over the Union Pacific Corp. railroad 
tracks. Precinct 3 is 80 percent finished 

6

HOW IT WORKS
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Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world

*Subject to credit approval and program requirements. Incentive credited at time of Loan closing. Standard rates apply. Special offer. $500 credit towards your closing costs when approved loan amount is less than 
$250,000 and $1,000 credit towards your closing costs when approved loan amount is equal to or greater than $250,000. Offer valid from 08/01/16 through 11/30/16. Offer not available to Mercantil Commercebank 
employees. Only primary homes including one-to four-family dwellings, condominiums and attached and detached planned unit developments that are homesteaded properties are eligible. The offer is not available 
for second homes or investment property. Offer good for purchase and refinance transactions. Offer only applies to new credit requests in Florida and Texas made by United States citizens or resident aliens with a 
valid U.S. Taxpayer identification number. Hazard, liability and windstorm insurance is required; flood insurance may be required. To take advantage of this offer the application must be submitted by 11/30/16.

For a limited time, we will pay up to
$1,000 towards your closing costs.*

We believe in all your reasons
to buy a new home. That’s why at

Mercantil Commercebank we help you get

the Mortgage
you need.

Yougot
it!

...a new house
because your

son needs a dog?

Woodlands Banking Center
1735 Research Forest Drive
Shenandoah, TX 77380
(281) 520-3002

Ann Margaret Herrmann
Vice President, Sales and Service Manager
NMLS ID # 661089

Learn more about our home financial solutions at:
www.mercantilcb.com/mortgages

CALL NOW

844.321.LAND

Where Your Backyard is the Great Outdoors
Save Up To 20% 

Off Opening Prices
Buy Now Build Later

LongmireEstates.com

Section II 
Preview

Acreage Homesites
Build on Your Lot

Excellent Lake Conroe 
Area Schools
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Bus service to bring 
reverse commuters 
to The Woodlands
BY ABIGAIL LOOP

The Woodlands Express, a com-
muter bus service operated by The 
Woodlands Township, will bring 
employees from downtown Houston to 
their jobs in The Woodlands by early 
2017.

The reverse-commuter service was 
approved at a Woodlands Township 
board of directors meeting in Septem-
ber. Nick Wolda, director of commu-
nity relations for the township, said 
the existing buses in the park and ride 
system bring The Woodlands residents 
to downtown Houston, the Texas Med-
ical Center and Greenway Plaza and 
then return back to The Woodlands 
empty. 

“We’re just taking the existing routes 
that are carrying people into Houston 
and seeing if there is an audience of 
people who want to come back to The 
Woodlands,” Wolda said. “We know 
people come here from the south, and 
it’s costing us no extra money to bring 
people back.”

Wolda said since the reverse-com-
muter bus program was approved, the 
township is looking to partner with 
major corporations in The Woodlands 
who have employees coming from 
downtown Houston, such as Anadarko 
Petroleum Corporation, CB&I and the 
Huntsman Corporation. According 
to The Woodlands Township, the 
Woodlands population doubles in size 
during the workday due to employees 
coming in from the Greater Houston 
area.

“What we’re doing now is reaching 

TRANSPORTATION THE W  DLANDS EXPRESS
The Woodlands Express transports area residents to the Texas Medical Center, Greenway Plaza and the central business district of 
Houston. Scheduled service is provided Monday through Friday, and buses are filled on a first come, first serve basis.

out to major employers to find the 
need,” Wolda said. “We need to find 
out how to market this. It’s one of 
those great ideas; we just have to find 
demand.”

Mike Bass, vice chairman of the 
township’s board of directors, said 
employers in The Woodlands have had 
significant problems hiring workers 
due to lack of transportation options. 

“If you talk to The Westin or 
Embassy Suites in The Woodlands, 
they’ve had a significant problem 

getting people to work there,” Bass 
said. “It’s been a big problem to attract 
people to come up [from Houston]. We 
need to talk to hotels and retail busi-
nesses and make sure their employees 
understand the routes.”

There are three park and ride loca-
tions in The Woodlands: the Research 
Forest Park & Ride, the Sterling Ridge 
Park & Ride and the Sawdust Park & 
Ride. Tickets may be purchased at any 
park and ride terminal and are $13 
round-trip.
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SAWDUST ROUTE
RESEARCH FOREST ROUTE
STERLING RIDGE ROUTE
DOWNTOWN TRANSIT ROUTE

1  Milam at  Elgin streets

2  Main at  Cambridge streets

3  Main at  Dryden streets

4  Main Street at  Southgate Boulevard

5  Holcombe Bouelvard at Richard JV Johnson Avenue

6  Holcombe Bouelvard at Bertner Avenue

7  Holcombe Boulevard at MD Anderson

8  Holcombe at Ringness boulevards

9  Ringness Avenue at Cafe Terrace

10 Sheehan Avenue at Debakey VA Hospital

1  Milam at Congress streets

2  Milam at Prairie streets

3  Milam at Capitol streets

4  Milam at Walker streets

5  Milam at Lamar streets

6  Milam at Polk streets

7  Milam at Bell streets

8  Milam at Pease streets

9  Milam Street at St. Joseph’s Parkway

1  Sheehan Avenue at Debakey VA Hospital

2  Ringness Avenue at Cafe Terrace

3  Holcombe at Ringness boulevards

4  Holcombe Boulevard at MD Anderson

5  Holcombe at Bertner boulevards

6  Holcombe Boulevard at Richard JV Johnson

7  Main Street at  Southgate Boulevard

8  Main at Dryden streets

9  Main Street at  MH Medical Plaza

10  Elgin at Louisiana streets

1  Lousiana Street at St. Joseph’s Parkway

2  Lousiana at Pease streets

3  Lousiana at Bell streets

4  Lousiana at Polk streets

5  Lousiana at Lamar streets

6  Lousiana at Walker streets

7  Lousiana at  Capitol streets

8  Lousiana at  Prairie streets

1  Cummins Street at Norfolk
          Twenty Greenway Plaza

2  Portsmouth at Houston City Club
          9 Greenway Plaza

3  Greenway 3
          3 Greenway Plaza

MORNING DROP-OFF STOPS MORNING DROP-OFF STOPSAFTERNOON PICKUP STOPS

AFTERNOON PICKUP STOPS

GREENWAY MORNING AND 
AFTERNOON STOPS

WOODLANDS PARK AND RIDES
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Sawdust location:
701 Westridge Drive,  
Spring

Sterling Ridge location:
8001 McBeth Way,  
The Woodlands

Research Forest location:
3900 Marsico Place  
The Woodlands

SOURCE: THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SAWDUST ROUTE

RESEARCH FOREST ROUTE

STERLING RIDGE ROUTE

DOWNTOWN TRANSIT ROUTE

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 17 YEARS.

www.northsidelexus.com
17925 North Freeway
Houston, TX 77090

281-569-3300

For our Neighbors in 
The Woodlands.

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra 
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or 

preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from 
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer. 

Offer expires 12/8/16.

$50000
ADDITIONAL

NX200t
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9.1837x11.25

4c

Financial options for  
every phase of your life

All loans are subject to application, credit qualification, and income verification.
© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (3347601_19387)

Whether you want to save for the future, secure a personal loan, utilize exclusive online and telephone 
banking services, or enjoy the convenience of our ATMs and many locations, we are here for you. 
Call, click, or stop by and talk with a banker. If you would like to open an account over the phone, 
call 1-800-932-6736 any time (or 1-800-311-9311 for service in Spanish). 

wellsfargo.com 
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The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion to 
receive makeover during its offseason
BY BETH MARSHALL

An $11 million construction project 
that will affect all areas of The Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion began in late 
October and is slated to be complete 
by July. 

“This construction plan is exciting 
for our team as it impacts some piece 
of the entire venue,” said Jeff Young, 
vice president of operations for the 
pavilion. “The updates will modernize 
the pavilion and provide an excep-
tional backdrop for future concerts 
and events.”

Updates to the venue include recon-
struction of the VIP Club, a new opera-
tions building, updated concession 
stand canopies, new front gates and 
renovations in the dressing rooms. 

“Being a nonprofit, all of our reve-
nues that we make either go back into 
our programs, or we put it back into 
the building to renovate,” said Jerry 
MacDonald, president and CEO of the 
pavilion. “We’re excited about our 

new renovations keeping us new and 
fresh and someplace that the artists 
want to play and where our guests 
want to come to see a show.”

Seating in the new two-story VIP 
Club will more than double compared 
to the original club, which was built 
in 1997, MacDonald said. An upstairs 
patio area will be added as well. 

The pavilion’s new two-story opera-
tions building will be a major upgrade 
from the construction trailer that has 
been there since 1990, MacDonald said.

“We’re [also] expanding the loading 
dock to be able to take additional 
trucks to unload,” MacDonald said. 

On average, touring artists who come 
to the pavilion have a total of 16-20 
buses and semitrailers in tow. 

“We’ve always made the steps to 
grow and renovate when we can just 
to keep up with the times,” Mac-
Donald said. “Our competition is the 
Toyota Center, Minute Maid [Park], 
NRG, and now there’s a new building 

DEVELOPMENT

opening up in Sugar Land called the 
Smart Financial Center. That’s about 
a 6,300-seat indoor venue that’ll be 
after the same kind of shows that we 
do here.”

The first show of the 2017 season is 
expected to take place in late March 

or early April. The VIP Club will still 
be under construction, but guests will 
be able to use the event center until 
it is complete. Construction will not 
interfere with the ice rink that will be 
housed in the event center for the first 
time this winter.

W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  A T  
T H E  C Y N T H I A  W O O D S  

M I T C H E L L  P A V I L I O N
Several major projects will be under way at The 

Woodlands’ event venue until July. 

SEATS

LAWN SEATING

NEW CANOPIES AT CONCESSION STANDS

NEW GATES AT CANOPIES AT FRONT ENTRANCE

SOUTH GATE BOX OFFICE

NEW DOCKING AREA AND OPERATIONS 
BUILDING

NEW VIP CLUB

SOUTH 
PLAZA

NORTH 

PLAZA NORTH 
GATE

SOUTH 
GATE

STAGE

TOWN 
CENTER 
GARAGE

HANDICAP PARKING

GOLD PARKING

SOURCE: THE CYNTHIA WOODS MITCHELL PAVILION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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13080 Highway 105 West, Suite 130 Conroe,    TX 77304 • www.ruthstultzandcompany.com

Lake Conroe, Montgomery County Texas Real Estate and Waterfront Specialists

Off ice: 936-447-4700 • Text: 713-962-2777 • Email: info@ruthstultzandcompany.com

Unwavering commitment  to excellence with 
passion and enthusiasm in assisting our clients and 
customers in a professional yet personal manner. 

We specialize in Residential, Commercial, 
Acreage, Waterfront, Leases & New 

Construction in The Lake Conroe Area, Spring 
to Huntsville & Navasota to Kingwood

REAL ESTATE

We are waiting for your call
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in The Woodlands      Years in a Row
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×  UNIFORM SCHOOL START DATE

Early college high schools could start and 
finish on the same dates as their partner 
community colleges, rather than starting 
and finishing in line with other schools in 
the district.

REQUIRED TEACHER 
CERTIFICATION, CONTRACTS, 
BENEFITS AND APPRAISAL SYSTEMS

Classes could be taught by industry  
professionals and not only certified teachers.

Students who complete the course work 
would not be required to attend 90 percent 
of the classes in-person.

×  90 PERCENT ATTENDANCE RULE

×  MANDATORY CLASS-SIZE RATIO

Class-size caps could be increased.

Conroe ISD officials to research 
District of Innovation plan
BY BETH MARSHALL

Conroe ISD board members 
discussed the possibility of 
becoming a District of Innova-
tion during an Oct. 18 board 
meeting.

Becoming a DOI would 
grant CISD more flexibility 
and local control on certain 
state statutes, such as start 
dates for the school year, class 
size, teacher certification and 
minutes of instruction, CISD 
Deputy Superintendent Curtis 
Null said. The DOI option was 
adopted during the 2015 state 
legislative session.

“The challenge that we’ve 
had is that the state is not real 
forthcoming with informa-
tion,” Null said. “I think for 
that reason … we’ve been very 
conservative with what we 
would want to include [in our 
DOI designation]. There are 

some districts that have more 
items on the list than what 
we have, [such as] different 
class size and really getting 
out there as far as teacher cer-
tification or teacher contracts 
and pay. Those are not areas 
that we would entertain.”

The board voted to appoint 
members to the District Level 
Planning and Decision Mak-
ing Committee, composed of 
elected parents, community 
members and teachers, to 
further investigate becoming 
a DOI.

“I think it sounds good, 
[but] I think it’s a real slippery 
slope,” CISD trustee Jessica 
Powell said. “It opens up to 
possible future issues when 
different boards, different 
opinions, different agendas 
start to come into play. I think 
there’s a lot of reason [for] 

EDUCATION Outlining aDISTRICT OF INNOVATION

POSSIBLE EXEMPTIONS FROM  
THE TEXAS EDUCATION  CODE

×

District of Innovation status would give Texas school districts more flexibility in exchange for exemption from state regulations.  
El Paso ISD was one of the first in the state to adopt a DOI plan; the district adopted it in May.

Districts of Innovation may choose to seek:

SOURCES: EL PASO ISD, ROUND ROCK ISD, TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL BOARDS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

FLEXIBLE CURRICULUM
El Paso ISD’s innovation plan ex-
pands its dual-language programs 
throughout the curriculum to 
develop English and Spanish profi-
ciency among all students.

UNIQUE INSTRUCTION  
METHODS
An example is implementing 
an all-day, rather than half-day, 
pre-K program to give students an 
earlier start on learning a second 
language.

MORE OR LESS PARENT AND 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
DOIs could create an advisory 
committee composed of parents, 
community members, teachers and 
language experts to recommend 
effective dual-language schooling 
for pre-K through college students.

MORE BUDGETING OPTIONS
Funding is a barrier to implement-
ing all-day pre-K in El Paso ISD, 
but the ISD said the program will 
attract more families and students, 
bringing more tax revenue to the 
district to fund the program.

this to still be considered a 
dangerous plan to adopt.”

It was suggested that 
teacher certification would 
be flexible only for career 
and technical education 
programs, Null said. Anyone 
hoping to teach a CTE-related 
course would need to be an 
expert in his or her field.

“I’m all for the more local 
control the better, and I do 
hope that our educators will 

continue to, through this 
process, provide us with 
that feedback so that we 
can really look at this to the 
level that we need to,” CISD 
board Secretary Melanie Bush 
said. “What works statewide 
doesn’t necessarily work in 
every district.”

Should CISD choose to 
instate a DOI plan, it can 
be changed, but the board 
must go through an approval 

process again, Null said. 
Regardless, the plan must be 
renewed every five years.

“As a general rule, I’m all 
for local control rather than a 
bunch of people that I don’t 
know deciding when I should 
start school,” CISD board 
President John Husbands 
said.

The DOI plan will be up for 
approval Dec. 13.

on THOUSANDS of Home Décor Accessories
including Lamps, Art & Mirrors.

MODEL HOMES
BLACK DOT
LIQUIDATION
on THOUSANDS of Home Décor Accessories
including Lamps, Art & Mirrors.
The more you buy
the more you save!
BOGO offer does not apply to furniture, rugs or seasonal 
items.  BUY ONE ITEM AT THE MARKED PRICE AND GET A 
SECOND ITEM OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE FOR FREE.  
Both items must be marked with a black BOGO sticker.  
BOGO sales cannot be combined with any other discount 
offer or coupon discount from MainStreet Furniture & 
Accessories.  All items subject to prior sale and all BOGO 
sales are final.
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Experience snow, light shows, and evenings with

 

Santa as we celebrate this special time of year!

Come be part of the magic of 

FOUR SATURDAYS
NOVEMBER 26, DECEMBER 3,10,17  |  6–9 PM

1 8 7 5 0  I N T E R S TAT E  4 5     •     S P R I N G ,  T X  7 7 3 7 3
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Montgomery County veteran services expand to 
meet needs, improve access to programs
BY ABIGAIL LOOP

With Montgomery County’s enactment of 
the Veterans Treatment Court in 2015, veterans 
have had improved access to county programs 
and an opportunity to learn more about 
employment and mental health benefits. 

According to Montgomery County Veterans 
Services, last year there were 39,141 veterans in 
the county, which is 10 percent of the popula-
tion. There are approximately 1.5 million work-
ing age veterans today in the state of Texas.    

Kay Lee, veterans county service officer, said 
the most common inquiry is employment.

“We’re close to a major city so we do see a 
lot of veterans in our area,” Lee said. “We’re 
seeing a lot of young veterans, and that’s due 
to them getting the information they need to 
take advantage of their benefits. Job programs 
are probably what are still most needed. We 
get a lot of calls looking for employment.”

VETERAN EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

According to the U.S. Census Bureau,  
20 percent of veterans in the state of Texas, or 
313,630 individuals, are unemployed or under 
employed.

The county, along with local nonprofit 
organizations, have developed a number of 
services for unemployed veterans that have 
been successful.

One of the resources that became available 
to Montgomery County veterans in September 
is Lone Star Military Maintenance, which is a 
branch of the U.S. Military Maintenance Net-
work of commercial janitorial companies. The 
resource is a nationwide initiative to reduce 
veteran unemployment.

Owner John McDermott is also a veteran of 
the U.S. Army and said after he left the Army, 
his biggest struggle was adjusting to civilian 
life and finding a job.

“I struggled for quite awhile and thought I 
was the only one,” McDermott said. “It was 
the basis of finding a job and reacclimating. 
I was in the active duty for 15 years, and the 
world had moved on. I’ve helped veterans ever 
since I got out.”

McDermott said he decided to join U.S. 
Military Maintenance, which is set up in areas 
with high veteran unemployment numbers 
and employs them immediately. The program 
also trains veterans to be business owners 
while they perform cleaning and custodial 
duties for customers.

“When you don’t re-enlist, then you have 
about 30 to 60 days to pack up your family and 
find civilian jobs,” he said. “So it’s lacking time 
on veterans. And a lot of them struggle with 
soft skills, like building a resume and doing 
job interviews. U.S. Maintenance provides 

socioeconomic stabilization.”  
Lee said the county sees high interest in 

employment fairs and employment resources 
every year.

“We’ll have our third veterans employment 
job fair this year, and we do that with a lot of 
employers and bring other resources in,” she 
said. “Turnout is very good; last year we saw 
over 120 veterans coming in. When we com-
pared to what they were doing in Houston, we 
saw more veterans than the Minute Maid Park 
[job fair] brought in. I think we need more 
companies to step up to the plate and show 
support for our veterans.”

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT

Veterans Treatment Court began in 2015, 
and its objective is to serve veterans and 
active-service members with mental illness 
and substance use due to military service, 
which was a contributing factor in their misde-
meanor or felony criminal offense. 

Lee said the court is a benefit for veterans 
as it allows them to receive a fresh start after 
completing the program. She said it also 
makes it easier to find employment.

“Basically it allows those veterans with 
minor offenses, like [a] DWI, to wipe their 
record,” she said. “It is a commitment. It’s 
like a two-year program. They have to go to 
counseling; there’s a lot of mental health 
assistance. It’s good because they’re able to 
get help and, secondly, if they are looking to 
obtain a job, this allows them a fresh start.”

Ashley Taylor, mentor coordinator for the 
Veterans Treatment Court, said the program is 
active and a successful initiative. 

“It’s awesome,” Taylor said. “We have 25 vet-
erans processing right now through the court. 
It’s a two-year program treatment plan created 
for whatever diagnosis they have. It’s been a 
success, and we have a couple of graduates 
coming up soon.”

The treatment court also assists with other 
debilitating factors, such as unemployment 
and homelessness. To qualify for the program, 
a defendant must be charged with a criminal 
offense in Montgomery County and be a U.S. 
veteran, on active duty or in the reserves or 
National Guard.

Taylor said once veterans realize the number 
of resources available to them it is always a 
pleasant surprise. Taylor also said there are 
more mental health resources that veterans 
still have yet to access.

“It’s really cool and surprising once you 
learn how much is out there,” she said. “It’s 
very common for the veteran population to not 
know about all the resources.”

COUNTY

VETERAN DEMOGRAPHICS
Texas has the second-highest population of veterans behind California. 
Montgomery County had one of the highest county populations of veterans 
in the state in 2015, and total expenditures spent on veterans also remained 
one of the highest in Texas.

SOURCES: MONTGOMERY COUNTY VETERAN SERVICES, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

Montgomery County 
veteran population: 

39,141

Texas population:  

1.6  
MILLION

Texas veterans 
unemployment rate:  

20  
PERCENT

Total county 
expenditures: 

$197,429

Number of veterans 
served in VA regional 

Houston office: 

760,000

Time spent searching 
for employment after 
release from service:  

14-26 
MONTHS

UNEMPLOYMENT STATISTICS

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT FACTS

VETERAN COUNTY PROGRAMS
Montgomery County has a variety of programs and resources for veterans to 
improve their employment, mental or education status:

PURPOSE: The court aims to serve veterans and active-service 
members who suffer mental illness, mental disorders and 
substance use due to military service, which was a contribut-
ing factor in their misdemeanor or felony criminal offense. The 
court aims to inspire positive veterans behavior by providing a 
holistic integrated set of support services.

PROGRAM:  This program improves access to medical and 
mental health resources, assists with factors, such as unem-
ployment and improves long-term mental health recovery.

QUALIFICATIONS: Beneficiaries must be charged with crim-
inal offense in Montgomery County, must be a U.S. veteran, 
active duty or honorable discharge and served in combat zone 
or hazardous duty.

MILITARY VETERAN PEER NETWORK: The network offers 
peer support and mental health awareness to veterans and their 
families. It includes counseling, events and training on veterans 
resources. 936-521-6132. www.milvetpeer.net

VETERANS LAND BOARD: Includes a land loan, a home 
improvement loan and home loan programs. The program also 
includes eight long-term care facilities. www.glo.texas.gov/vlb

CONROE VA OUTPATIENT CLINIC:  The clinic includes primary 
care services for veterans, behavioral health services and wom-
en’s services. 936-522-4000. www.houston.va.gov/locations/
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OVERCOME YOUR
OVERWHELMING DEBT

with a debt consolidation loan.

*Automatic 1% rate discount. Must qualify for additional 1%. Offer of credit is subject to credit approval.
Rate discount applies to personal/signature loans only. Promotion dates September 6 – November 30, 2016.

 or 800.825.8829
UP TO A2

LOAN RATE
DISCOUNT*

When you’re overwhelmed by debt, it’s easy to feel 
stuck and helpless. Get your life moving forward again 
by consolidating your debt at 5Point Credit Union. 

My5PointLoan.com 
or call 888.699.2614 
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$$110,0000,000
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 *The $5,000 tailgate package or $5,000 toward closing costs o�er is available only to buyers signing a new home sales contract with The 
Woodlands Development Company approved builders from 10/1/16 through 12/31/16. A buyer information form must be obtained from 
the builder’s sales o�ce at contract signing. If closing cost option is chosen, builder will provide up to $5,000 towards buyer closing costs 
at closing. If Tailgate package is chosen, the buyer should contact information@thewoodlands.com to make arrangements to pick up their 
$5,000 Visa gift card after closing. Homes within The Woodlands community are constructed and sold by builders not a�liated with The 
Woodlands Development Company (TWDC) or any of its a�liates or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any of its a�liates or partnerships 
guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and specifications subject to change.

**Additionally, a random drawing will take place before January 31, 2017 among all homebuyers who purchase a home prior to 12/31/16 and 
entrants whose entries are received by 12/31/16. The winner will be given $10,000. All recipients who choose the Tailgate package will be 
required to fill out a W9 for tax purposes prior to receiving their Visa gift card and the $10,000 winner must fill out a W9 prior to receiving 

this award. No purchase necessary for chance to win $10,000. One entry per household. Must be 18 years or older to enter. 
Entrants who are not homebuyers must send name, address, email and phone number to: The Woodlands Gridiron Giveaway, 
1790 Hughes Landing Blvd., Suite 600, The Woodlands, TX 77380.

For more information, visit TheWoodlands.com/FallPromo
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Woodlands Development Company approved builders from 10/1/16 through 12/31/16. A buyer information form must be obtained from 
the builder’s sales o�ce at contract signing. If closing cost option is chosen, builder will provide up to $5,000 towards buyer closing costs 
at closing. If Tailgate package is chosen, the buyer should contact information@thewoodlands.com to make arrangements to pick up their 
$5,000 Visa gift card after closing. Homes within The Woodlands community are constructed and sold by builders not a�liated with The 
Woodlands Development Company (TWDC) or any of its a�liates or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any of its a�liates or partnerships 

**Additionally, a random drawing will take place before January 31, 2017 among all homebuyers who purchase a home prior to 12/31/16 and 
entrants whose entries are received by 12/31/16. The winner will be given $10,000. All recipients who choose the Tailgate package will be 
required to fill out a W9 for tax purposes prior to receiving their Visa gift card and the $10,000 winner must fill out a W9 prior to receiving 

this award. No purchase necessary for chance to win $10,000. One entry per household. Must be 18 years or older to enter. 
Entrants who are not homebuyers must send name, address, email and phone number to: The Woodlands Gridiron Giveaway, 
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Demand for senior services increases in Montgomery County as baby boomers age
BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

As baby boomers begin reaching retirement age, 
the demand for senior living facilities and senior 
services is increasing in Montgomery County. 

According to July 2015 U.S. census data, approxi-
mately 66,119 county residents, or 12.3 percent, were 
65 or older. This figure is an increase from the 47,399 
residents, or 10.4 percent, recorded in the April 2010 
census, meaning that in just five years, roughly 
20,000 additional seniors are in need of services. 

With a growing population, age-restrictive active 
adult living facilities like Bonterra at Woodforest, 
assisted-living and memory care facilities like Avanti 
Senior Living and organizations like Aging in Place 
The Woodlands, are striving to meet the needs of a 
booming senior population in The Woodlands. 

SENIOR RESOURCES 

Longtime Woodlands resident Bruce Cunningham 
founded Aging in Place-The Woodlands in May. 
Cunningham, 80, founded the nonprofit organization 
with the idea of creating a village network to provide 
services that can help seniors safely stay in their 
homes as long as possible.   

“Studies have shown that the biggest problems 
[seniors] have are loneliness and a lack of purpose,” 
Cunningham said. “Aging in Place is designed to do 
a couple of things, one of which is to prepare people 
psychologically to be alone. We’ve also done a survey 
on [seniors] in The Woodlands, and we found that 
the biggest obstacles for them are transportation, 
home repair and a lack of information.” 

The survey was conducted last December with 100 
local seniors from eight villages in The Woodlands. 
The survey looked at what the biggest barriers are for 
seniors in Montgomery County, what their priorities 
are and what types of services they would be willing 
to participate in and/or pay for. 

The survey revealed that 45 percent of participants 
saw a lack of transportation options as a barrier,  
41 percent said a lack of information on available ser-
vices was an issue and 41 percent said home mainte-
nance and cleaning was a problem. 

“What we’re trying to do is set up what you may 
call a baby-sitting co-op for seniors in which we take 
care of each other,” Cunningham said. “People who 
can use cellphones can teach those who don’t know 
how, and people who are able to drive can drive 
those who can’t. It’s needed because we have a  
tsunami of people growing older, and the govern-
ment’s not going to be able to take care of them.”  

Aging In Place-The Woodlands will not only serve 
as a network of information and connections, but 
Cunningham said the group also plans to hold 
seminars for organization members to teach them 
everything from how to get their affairs in order to 
how to work certain technologies. 

“I would encourage people to get involved with 
Aging in Place because it can provide services that 
can help meet your needs and just talking to some-
body else can improve your own quality of life,” 
Cunningham said. “So it has a practical purpose as 

COMMUNITY

well as a psychological purpose.” 

SENIOR LIVING DEMAND

To meet the needs of a growing senior population 
that is unable to live at home, senior living communi-
ties and facilities are establishing themselves in and 
around The Woodlands. 

Bonterra at Woodforest is an age-restrictive, active 
adult living community tucked within the mas-
ter-planned community neighboring The Woodlands. 
Bonterra was built with the intention of catering to 
residents of The Woodlands, said Jonathan White, 
division president for Taylor Morrison Houston.

“I would say probably 90 percent of our buyers are 
from that area, and now they are wanting to down-
size while still staying plugged into The Woodlands 
community where they are already established,” 
White said. “The idea of Bonterra is that it’s a little 
bit farther north, but our residents can still use the 
amenities and be affiliated with the churches and 
organizations they’ve aged with in The Woodlands.” 

Avanti Senior Living, headquartered in The Wood-
lands, provides assisted living and memory care in 
Texas and Louisiana. The company opened a new 
location on Vision Park in August, and officials plan 
to break ground on another in Augusta Pines soon.

“We have [seen an increase in the demand for 
senior living facilities in Montgomery County],” said 
Lori Alford, Avanti Senior Living chief operation 
officer. “There’s two basic things in life that you know 
are always going to happen—paying taxes and getting 
older. So as people age, there’s a need and obviously 
with the baby boomers, there’s just a huge tidal wave 

of people coming that need senior housing.” 
Both living communities provide several benefits in 

an effort to meet the needs of their residents. Avanti 
eliminates chores, such as housekeeping, yard main-
tenance, cooking and transportation. Bonterra like-
wise meets the needs of its residents by eliminating 
front yard maintenance, providing pet-sitting services 
for travelers and building one-story homes. 

“A lot of it is just a lifestyle change for them,” 
Alford said. “Seniors typically just need a little more 
help or a reminder and rightfully so; they’ve paid 
their dues in life, and now they need to be pampered 
and taken care of—that’s what we’re here for.” 

Alford and White both agreed that one of the 
biggest needs of their residents is to be around people 
their own age. Both communities strive to meet this 
need through a variety of clubs and group activities. 

“My guess is that as the baby boomers begin to 
age, we’re going to see more assisted-living facilities 
increasing to meet the demand,” White said. “I don’t 
envision us leaving Montgomery County anytime 
soon because The Woodlands is made up of 35,000 
homes—maybe more, and we’ve got 700 lots. There’s 
going to be plenty of opportunity, and the demand 
will continue to grow as time goes on.” 

SENIOR SURVEY RESULTS
Aging in Place-The Woodlands conducted a survey with 100 local seniors in December 2015 to assess gaps in ser-
vices, priorities and willingness to pay for senior services. The results indicated that transportation, home mainte-
nance and a lack of information regarding available resources were the top three barriers for local seniors.
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SOCIAL  

INTERACTION

Lack of  
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Aging in Place- 
The Woodlands
2 Moonvine Court,  
The Woodlands 
281-845-4441
www.aiptw.org

SOURCE: AGING IN PLACE-THE WOODLANDS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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The Woodlands Township approves new 
bike, pedestrian master plan
BY MARIE LEONARD

After a year of development and 
gathering resident feedback, The 
Woodlands Township board of direc-
tors approved a communitywide bike 
and pedestrian master plan Oct. 27. 

The plan, which is the first of its 
kind for the township, evaluated the 
community’s existing walking, run-
ning and bicycling network, as well as 
the gaps and needs in the system, to 
identify project recommendations.  

Township Director Jeff Long said 
there is still a long way to go to make 
the community bicycle friendly.

“There are a lot of issues that have 
to be solved to make it safe for motor-
ists and cyclists,” he said.

During an Oct. 20 township board 
meeting, directors unanimously voted 
to remove from the plan all recom-
mendations that involved use of utility 
easements, drainage ditches and 
greenbelts. These changes resulted 
in differences to the total plan costs, 
which are now projected at $29 mil-
lion for the long-term projects and $9.9 
million for short-term projects to be 
carried out over the next five years. 

There are a variety of ways to 
fund the project recommendations, 
including federal grant programs, 
partnerships and local budget initia-
tives. Many of the grant opportunities 
are an 80-20 split, which means the 
township would be responsible for 
20 percent of the total cost, project 
manager Chelsea Young said.

 Short-term proposed projects 
include the development of a bike 
lane along Lake Woodlands Drive 
from Lake Front Circle to Kuykendahl 

Road; developing a pathway to 
provide access to retail on the south-
west corner of Research Forest Drive 
and Kuykendahl Road; and adding a 
connection to Harper’s Landing on the 
east side of I-45. 

During a public hearing Oct. 27, res-
idents had a chance to provide more 
feedback to the board before the plan 
was approved. Although a majority 
of speakers were in favor of the plan, 
several mentioned concerns regarding 
safety issues when cycling around The 
Woodlands. 

Resident Gordon Craig said the 
township’s pedestrian and cycling 
opportunities are what make The 
Woodlands the most unique and desir-
able community in Houston. 

“Unfortunately, this infrastructure 
was not designed to accommodate 
today’s activity and has significant 
failings,” he said. “The original 
twisting pathways are difficult for 
today’s runners and cyclists. This 
infrastructure needs to be updated to 
deal with the increasing population 
of The Woodlands, the heavier traffic 
we’re getting from outside The Wood-
lands, and the increasing popularity 
of running/cycling in The Woodlands, 
and the increasing number of crashes 
occurring between cyclists and cars.” 

Resident Melissa Templeton, who 
moved to The Woodlands in 2015, said 
drivers are not patient nor respectful 
of cyclists using the roads. 

“I’ve been afraid when attempting 
to ride down Research Forest when 
trying to get down to Hughes Land-
ing or The Waterway because of the 
territorial attitudes of drivers,” she 

TOWNSHIP

The township’s bike and pedestrian master plan includes  
several projects that address safety and connectivity issues. 
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CENTRAL BICYCLE LANE:  
Development of a bicycle 
lane along Lake Woodlands 
Drive from Lake Front Circle to 
Kuykendahl Road.
COST: $850,000

RETAIL ACCESS GAP:  
Development of a new 
pathway to provide direct 
access to retail options on the 
southwest corner of Research 
Forest Drive and Kuykendahl 
Road.
COST: $56,830

SCHOOL ACCESS GAP:  
The plan adds a 0.61-mile 
side path along the south side 
of Research Forest Drive to 
provide safer access to Powell 
Elementary School and The 
Woodlands High School.
COST: $225,920

BARRIER ACCESS GAP:  
The plan recommends 
connecting Harper’s Landing 
to the west side of The 
Woodlands. 
COST: $740,000       

STERLING RIDGE PARK 
AND RIDE ACCESS GAP: 
The plan calls for side paths 
leading to the park & ride  
facility stemming from exist-
ing pathways. 
COST: $38,470
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said. “I thought when I moved to The 
Woodlands it was going to be a cyclist 
nirvana, but I discovered that bikes 
are considered a nuisance to drivers.” 

Cathy Martin moved to The Wood-
lands in 2003 primarily because of the 
cycling opportunities, she said. 

“Now, I consider it too dangerous 
to ride on the road,” Martin said. “I 
only ride on hiking-biking pathways. 
However, that too is becoming very 
dangerous. In 13 years as careful as 
I’ve tried to be, twice I’ve been hit by 

cars on a pedestrian crosswalk.”
The approval of the master plan is 

not the approval of expenditure of 
funds. Each project will be considered 
separately in the future, township 
general manager and president Don 
Norrell said.

Township Director Ed Robb said he 
applauded the speakers from the bik-
ing community for being engaged.

“It demonstrates that an engaged 
public makes for a better community 
negative approach,” he said. 
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SOURCE: JONES AND CARTER/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

WWW.JOHNCOOPER.ORG

Cooper’s youngest artists created the mural pictured at left that welcomes everyone to the 
Mitchell Lower School. If you are interested in learning more about our PK-12 college 
preparatory, independent school, we invite you to join us on campus for our annual 

Admission Open House. Administrators, faculty and students will answer questions about 
enrolling for the 2017-18 academic year and provide campus tours. 

Cooper is characterized by small classes, personal attention and innovative teaching.2017 OPEN HOUSE (GRADES 2-12)  SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 • 1 PM

From curiosity to wisdom
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The Woodlands focusing 
reforestation efforts in 
Village of Creekside Park
BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

The Woodlands Township and The Woodlands 
Development Company will concentrate reforestation 
efforts in the Village of Creekside Park in 2017. This 
practice is in accordance with The Woodlands founder 
George Mitchell’s environmentally centered vision, 
according to township and Development Company 
officials. 

As outlined in The Woodlands’ Integrated Forestry 
Management Plan, created in 2003 and revised in 
2013, reforestation is one of the cornerstones of sus-
taining Mitchell’s vision for The Woodlands more than 
four decades after its establishment. 

“We use the term ‘reforestation’ when we plant trees 
in the township-owned, -operated or -managed parks, 
reserves and other common areas,” said Chris Nunes, 
The Woodlands Township parks and recreation 
director. “The township parks and recreation [depart-
ment] monitors areas where there may have been a 
significant loss of trees due to drought, disease, vine 
removal or just tree mortality. From these areas our 
arborist will review and develop a planting plan, 
which includes a variety of native trees.” 

Reforestation is funded annually through the town-
ship’s general fund under the forest management 
portion of the budget. Approved in September, the 
fiscal year 2016-17 budget allocates $618,000 for this 
initiative, $414,000 of which will be used solely for 
reforestation efforts. 

“One of the main tenets of Mr. Mitchell’s vision 
was to maintain the natural forested environment,” 
Nunes said. “Over the years, the township board has 
made a significant commitment to this by allocating 
dollars to reforestation and overall forest  
management.”

Forested areas in The Woodlands are still striving to 
recover from the drought conditions that affected the 
Greater Houston area in 2011, Nunes said. However, 
with the help of heavy rainfall experienced in 2015-16, 
he said the forest is making strides in recovery. 

ENVIRONMENT

Between 2004-12, a forest canopy study revealed 
that The Woodlands lost 11 percent of its forested 
area, dropping from 20,904 acres to 18,593 acres in 
eight years. A significant portion of this loss was 
attributed to development around the villages of Ster-
ling Ridge and Creekside Park, according to the study. 

In this timeframe, most villages experienced loss 
in canopy acreage, with the exception of Cochran’s 
Crossing, Harper’s Landing and Alden Bridge. 

Creekside Park experienced one of the most signifi-
cant losses with a 26.12 percent decrease in canopy 
acreage during this time period, prompting the need 
for concentrated efforts in the area. 

“In much of the Village of Creekside Park, land was 
purchased from previous owners who had cleared 
their property prior to selling to the Development 
Company,” said Robert Heineman, vice president 
of planning for the Development Company. “The 
Woodlands Development Company planted 900,000 
seedlings on 1,250 acres of cleared pastureland in the 
Village of Creekside Park. Over the years, these trees 
have reforested Creekside Park, and hundreds of 
trees have also been transplanted to other parts of 

The Woodlands to augment forest preserves where 
needed.” 

This year’s reforestation efforts will concentrate on 
community culs-de-sacs and reserves in Creekside 
Park, along Creekside Forest Drive and Creekside 
Green Drive, Nunes said. Additionally, efforts will 
also be focused along Kuykendahl Road, Grogans Mill 
Road and Lake Woodlands Drive, Heineman said. 

The management plan, which also takes into con-
sideration wildfire risk, invasive species, hazard tree 
management and drought along with reforestation, 
enforces a policy of planting two trees for every tree 
removed. 

Nunes and Heineman said this policy and the refor-
estation efforts are a reflection of Mitchell’s original 
vision for the master-planned community.  

“The [landscaping and reforestation] standards 
have been updated several times over the years, and 
in every revision, the standards have been strength-
ened by adding new standards and adding clarifi-
cation to existing standards,” Heineman said. “The 
original goal was to preserve 25 percent of the land 
area in open space; the current plan achieves this 
goal and preserves 28 percent of the land area of The 
Woodlands in open space.”
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FOREST FINDINGS
 A forest canopy study revealed that The Woodlands lost 11 percent of forested area, dropping from 
20,904 acres in 2004 to 18,593 acres in 2012. Only three villages experienced increases in forested 
areas, and Creekside Park and Town Center experienced the most loss.
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“ONE OF THE MAIN TENETS OF MR. 
MITCHELL’S VISION WAS TO MAINTAIN THE 
NATURAL FORESTED ENVIRONMENT.” 
—CHRIS NUNES, PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR

To view the complete updated version of The Woodlands’ 
Integrated Forestry Management Plan, visit  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov.

2004 canopy (acres) 2012 canopy (acres)
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Shenandoah special events center legislation up for consideration next spring
BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

The city of Shenandoah 
will submit proposed special 
legislation that would allow it 
to build a special events center 
if the bill is approved when the 
85th state legislative session 
convenes in January. 

If constructed, the special 
events center would be an 
estimated $20 million-$40 
million facility funded by 
hotel occupancy tax collec-
tions, located on the east 
side of I-45 in Shenandoah. 
The facility would be able 
to accommodate large-scale 

events, such as conferences, 
sporting events and gradua-
tions. 

“There’s a huge need for a 
facility like this because we 
really don’t have this type 
of event center anywhere in 
south Montgomery County,” 
Shenandoah Mayor Ritch 
Wheeler said. “It won’t just 
benefit Shenandoah either; it 
will benefit the entire south 
Montgomery County commu-
nity because it would draw in 
a lot of outside tourism to our 
area from all over the country.” 

Special legislation for the 

center is needed because the 
City Council wants to fund the 
facility in its entirety using 
hotel/motel tax revenue. How-
ever, council members want 
the center to also have sports 
facilities, which conflicts with 
state law. 

“The majority of the facility 
can be funded under hotel/
motel tax today,” City Admin-
istrator Greg Smith said. “The 
part that cannot be funded by 
hotel/motel tax right now is 
the sports aspect, and that’s 
what we are trying to get the 
special legislation to allow.”

Still in the early stages, 
the council formed a Special 
Events Center Committee in 
September made up of coun-
cil members, residents, local 
business owners and hotel 
managers. The committee will 
be responsible for looking at 
the feasibility, timeline and 
design of the project. 

Smith said the council 
should be notified whether 
the special legislation has 
been passed when the session 
concludes in May. 

“We’ve already met 
with our state senator and 

representative, and they have 
the legislation, so we are 
already working through our 
elected officials to get it ready 
to be filed,” Smith said. “Every 
aspect of the legislation that 
we are requesting has already 
previously been passed. So 
we’re not asking for anything 
new, we are just trying to make 
it available for Shenandoah. 
I’m pretty optimistic that the 
Legislature will approve it.” 

If passed in the legislative 
session, Smith said he expects 
the city will have a plan for the 
special events center by 2019. 

CITY

2011: 
Shenandoah City Council begins informally 
discussing some type of event center with 
sports facilities.

2013: 
Shenandoah City Council begins informally 
discussing a special events center.

October 2016: 
Shenandoah officials present special legislation for the special event 
center to state Rep. Mark Keough and state Sen. Brandon Creighton.

Before January 2017: 
The city of Shenandoah plans to pre-file 
the special events center as a bill up for 
consideration during the 85th legislative session.

September 2016: 
A special events center 
committee is formed. 

August 2015: 
The council begins formally discussing the center by including it in the fiscal year 2015-16 
budget for conceptual work to begin on the potential project.

2011 20152013 2016 2017

SPECIAL 
EVENTS CENTER 
HIGHLIGHTS
If built, the city’s special 
events center would be 
a $20 million-$40 million 
multiuse facility. 

SOURCE: CITY OF SHENANDOAH/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

COME SHOP THE LOOK!

CUSTOM CHAIRS AND SOFAS AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE.
CHOOSE YOUR UNIQUE STYLE, FABRIC AND FINISH!
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P.O. Box 3447 • Flagstaff, AZ 86003 
 www.americana.net 
info@americana.net
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TURQUOISE  JEWELRY
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CITY & COUNTY

Shenandoah City Council denies request for 
second hotel on Vision Park Boulevard

Township board renews EDP funding in split vote

Oak Ridge North 
moves forward with 
possible Robinson 
Road traffic solution

SHENANDOAH  City Council unani-
mously denied a request for a zoning 
amendment that would have allowed 
Elements by Westin to build a hotel 
on Vision Park Boulevard during an 
Oct. 26 council meeting. 

The Planned Development District 
No. 1 permit allows only one facility 
under the hospitality use classifica-
tion to be constructed on Vision Park 
Boulevard. Because a TownePlace 
Suites already resides on the road, 
representatives from Elements by 
Westin requested the PDD No. 1 be 
amended to allow for a second hotel 
on Vision Park Boulevard that could 
be a five-story building not to exceed 
75 feet. 

Concerns brought up by residents 
included increased traffic and crime, 
over-saturation of the hospitality 
industry and a slippery slope of 

THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP  After 
more than three months of meetings 
and discussions on the topic, The 
Woodlands Township board of direc-
tors voted 4-3 on Oct. 26 to renew a 
service agreement with The Wood-
lands Area Economic Development 
Partnership. 

The agreement states that the 
township will provide $195,000 to 
the EDP annually, which is approx-
imately 20 percent of its overall 
budget. However, because of public 
political positions the EDP took in 
2015 regarding two Montgomery 
County road bonds, it was brought 
into question whether the EDP board 

should be able to take positions on 
local issues regarding the township. 

Included in the agreement passed 
Oct. 26, if in the future the EDP is 
considering a resolution or stated 
position on matters that have a direct 
effect on the township, the CEO will 
have to confer with the board of direc-
tors beforehand. Township directors 
Mike Bass, Ann Snyder, Jeff Long and 
Ed Robb voted in favor of this option.    
The other option, supported by town-
ship directors John McMullan, Gordy 
Bunch and Laura Fillault, would have 
prevented the EDP from taking any 
position on matters directly involving 
the township. 

OAK RIDGE NORTH  At a spe-
cial-called meeting Oct. 10, Oak 
Ridge North City Council approved 
commencing a preliminary 
engineering study on one of the 
Robinson Road solutions recom-
mended by the Robinson Road 
subcommittee.

The subcommittee, composed of 
City Council members Alex Jones 
and Clint McClaren, gave four 
alternate traffic solutions to engi-
neering firm RPS Klotz Associates 
earlier this summer to study and 
determine the effect each option 
would have on the city of Oak 
Ridge North. The traffic effects 
of these alternate options were 
presented to the subcommittee, 
City Council and Oak Ridge North 
residents at the special meeting. 
The council chose to move forward 
with Option 3.

Option 3 would result in the 
creation of four lanes on Robinson 
Road from I-45 to Oak Ridge Park 
Drive. Jones said the subcom-
mittee looked at several factors 
when considering the options and 
wanted a solution that would be 
long-term.

“If we do Option 3, we get more 
relief for a longer period of time 
than if we do any of the other 
options,” Jones said. “That means 
we could find ourselves back in 
this boat sooner if we go with a 
less-expensive option that doesn’t 
necessarily fix the problem.”

News from The Woodlands Township, Oak Ridge North and Shenandoah COMPILED BY MARIE LEONARD, ABIGAIL LOOP AND HANNAH ZEDAKER

MEETINGS

The Woodlands Township: Meets the 
fourth Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. and 
the third Thursday of the month at 9 a.m.

Oak Ridge North: Meets at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth Monday of every month

Shenandoah: Meets at 6 p.m. on the second 
Wednesday of every month and 7 p.m. on the 
fourth Wednesday of every month

Montgomery County: Meets at 9:30 a.m. on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of the month

For instant coverage of these meetings, 
follow us on Twitter:  
@Impactnews_wdl

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

THE WOODLANDS  The township board 
established a parks and recreation capital 
projects fund Oct. 26  and authorized 
staff to use the fund to purchase the 
Creekside Park YMCA for $4.4 million.

OAK RIDGE NORTH  Council approved 
a payment Oct. 24 of $173,631 to Oasis 
Landscaping Inc. for the completion 
of the Woodson Road sidewalk 
improvements.

SHENANDOAH   Lt. Raymond Shaw was 
appointed the permanent Shenandoah 
chief of police during the council’s 
executive session Oct. 26. Shaw has 
served as the interim chief  since former 
Chief John Chancellor retired Oct. 1. 

amending other zoning ordinances. 
“I think that the zoning and the 

decisions that people have made 
when they purchased homes nearby 
there, they made those decisions 
based on what the zoning was, and 
to me that’s a covenant to them and 
that’s why I would be denying this,” 
Council Member Ron Raymaker said. 
   The council’s denial of the request 
was contrary to the planning and 
zoning commission’s recommenda-
tion. Mayor Ritch Wheeler was absent 
from the meeting.

City Council agreed to move for-
ward with the study on Option 3, find 
out costs for the project, and recon-
vene with RPS Klotz Associates and 
the Robinson Road subcommittee to 
go over the results.
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   32623 FM 2978, Magnolia, tx 77354                 VisitBicycleWorld.com                            281-259-2000

NNt Day 
Service Guarantee!

bikes & accessories
 for every rider

AMAZING CUSTOMER
 LOYALTY PROGRAM

FACT:

85% of core brain structure is  
developed by age four.

BALANCED LEARNING® WAY:

Recommending the right activity at  
the right time is child’s play.

SEE THE PRIMROSE DIFFERENCE FOR YOURSELF!
Primrose School of Harmony | 281.907.6900 

Primrose School of Imperial Oaks | 281.364.7400

Primrose School of Spring-Klein | 281.350.9595

Primrose School of The Woodlands at College Park | 936.321.5900

Primrose School of The Woodlands at Creekside Park | 281.351.7300 

Primrose School of The Woodlands at Sterling Ridge | 281.681.3500

Each Primrose school is a privately owned and 
operated franchise. Primrose Schools® and 
Balanced Learning® are registered trademarks 
of Primrose School Franchising Company. 
©2016 Primrose School Franchising Company. 
All rights reserved. See primroseschools.com for 
‘fact’ source and curriculum detail.
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Marilyn Monroe™, and the Marilyn Monroe signature are trademarks of 
The Estate of Marilyn Monroe LLC. Rights of Publicity and Persona 
Rights are used with permission of The Estate of Marilyn Monroe 
LLC. Photo Bernard of Hollywood © 2016 Renaissance Road Inc. 
marilynmonroe.com 

Join Us for Happy Hour!
Extended Holiday Hours 4-7pm  

Wednesday & Thursday 
 15% off  any service* 

Complimentary Champagne, Wine, 
Beer and Lite Bites 

 Holiday Gift Cards  

Customized Spa Packages Available

* Regular Priced Service

24 Waterway Avenue , 
The Woodlands

281-771-5377

MARILYNMONROESPAS.COM

Cosmetology 765658 ME 3593
Expires on December 31, 2016.. Prices 
subject to change. Restrictions Apply. 
Cannot be used in conjunction with 
any other off er. Valid at The Woodlands 
location only.

Come in for a taste of our seasonally 
inspired and locally sourced menu.

CASUALLY COOL AND
DELICIOUSLY DIFFERENT

2 Waterway Square Place | The Woodlands | 832.839.5436  rcur entthewoodlands.com

As our special gift to you, 
buy one entrée and receive 
the second compliments of 

CURRENT.
(up to a $25 value)

Open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
Join us for weekend brunch on Saturday and 

Sunday.  Private rooms available.
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SPONSOR

HEALTH CARE 
DIRECTORY 2016-17

Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital 
Debbie Sukin, CEO, Regional Senior Vice President

Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital is excited to be bringing our brand of lead-
ing medicine to The Woodlands and Montgomery County.   

I am proud to say that when Houston Methodist The Woodlands opens on July 1, 2017, we 
will provide every health care service, with the exception of transplant surgery.

Currently we are providing services in Medical Office Building 1, located on our hospital 
campus at the intersection of I 45 and HWY 242, including breast care, nonsurgical weight 
management, neurosurgery, and phlebotomy.  We also have four standalone primary care 
offices in the northern region and an emergency care center on FM 2920 and Gosling Road.  

With convenient locations, care navigation and relationships with a multitude of insur-
ance providers, we are connecting patients to the care they need, near where they live and 
work.  

We are proud to offer unparalleled safety, quality, service and innovation to this commu-
nity, something residents have grown to expect from Houston Methodist.

For more information about careers at Houston Methodist, visit houstonmethodist 
careers.org

For more information or to schedule an appointment visit houstonmethodist.org/ 
thewoodlands or call 713.790.3333.

SPONSORS

a n  ur ba n  e x per ience
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“ Cancer, 
we have you 
surrounded”

Dr. Sunil Patel  |  Cancer Physician

As the nation’s top cancer hospital, MD Anderson 

uses an integrated team approach to cancer care. 

Our physicians and specialists work together across 

locations and disciplines to develop custom treatment 

plans for each patient. Because, at MD Anderson, our 

goal is to end cancer. For good.

Appointments are available at an MD Anderson 

location near you. Call 713-745-9940 or visit 

FindYourMDAnderson.com.

Ranked number one in the 
nation for cancer care by 
U.S. News & World Report.

17houloc2779-3_Patel-November Community Impact Ad_9.1453x11.25_2.indd   1 10/18/16   1:39 PM
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Paramedicine program 
targets Montgomery 
County’s top 911 callers
BY MARIE LEONARD

Over the past three years, Montgomery County 
Hospital District’s community paramedicine pro-
gram has operated with the goal of reducing the 
number of frequent 911 callers.

The program serves roughly 160 patients county-
wide per year, freeing up paramedics and ambu-
lances to respond to other acute emergencies. 

“Since [emergency medical services] was estab-
lished, it’s been a reactionary system,” Community 
Paramedicine Coordinator Andrew Karrer said. 
“What this program allows us now to do is be 
more proactive. We’re going out and contacting 
and knocking on doors of people who, historically, 
have chosen to use EMS for primarily nonemer-
gency reasons and reasons that could be better 
managed through a primary care physician.” 

PROGRAM DETAILS 

Community paramedicine programs started as a 
way for EMS agencies nationwide to approach dif-
ferent problems in their communities, Karrer said.

“That’s the beauty of it—it allows each commu-
nity to address their specific issues,” he said. 

When MCHD officials first started looking into 
the numbers, they found individuals countywide 
who were calling 911 as often as 150 times a year, 
Karrer said, resulting in the focus on that issue. 
Having insurance, or lack thereof, is not a qualifier 
for the program. Instead, patients qualify if they 
have called 911 three or more times in a year. There 
are currently 255 enrolled clients in the program.

“What we also found is that it’s not an inten-
tional abuse of the system,” Karrer said. “They 
don’t have a primary care doctor or transportation 
to get to a doctor.”

Most of the patients in the program do have a 
significant disease, whether it is a mental illness 
such as bipolar disorder, or a physical illness such 
as diabetes. But the goal is to teach them how to 
become an independent self-manager without 
calling 911 repeatedly. 

“There are going to be emergencies with this 
population; they’re the sickest of the sick,” Com-
munity Paramedic Sara Horton said. “Our goal is to 
teach them how to prevent it as much as possible.”

After contact is made, if patients agree to partic-
ipate in the program, the EMTs on staff formulate 
a plan after establishing why they are calling 911 
repeatedly. 

“We schedule a visit to do a holistic assessment, 
and then we usually contact them via phone and a 
home visit once a week,” Horton said. “Our day-in 
and day-out are those home visits and phone calls 
of working toward meeting the goals we set on that 
first visit.”

The paramedicine program does not use 

HEALTH CARE BY THE NUMBERS

taxpayer money. Instead, it is funded through a 
Medicaid 1115 Waiver. 

Karrer said one outcome of the paramedicine 
program is having more resources and ambulances 
on the road for other emergencies that occur daily, 
such as heart attacks, car crashes and strokes.

“If you have seven calls drop in 30 minutes 
in Splendora, then trucks in The Woodlands are 
affected because you have to disperse [them] to the 
entire county,” Karrer said. “Even though it’s hard 
for us to pinpoint when and where we’re reducing 
those calls, we know there are reductions. So those 
ambulances are freed up more often for other calls, 
and that benefits everyone in the county.” 

RESIDENTS IN NEED

Patients served by the program in Montgomery 
County come from all backgrounds and ages, even 
some young adults in their late teens and early 20s. 

“Diabetes seems to be one of the biggest [con-
ditions] that spans across the age spectrums,” 
Horton said. “We’ve had some [patients] in their 
early 20s that were diagnosed with diabetes at a 
young age, so they grew up not being taught how 
to manage it.” 

Medical Director Dr. Robert Dickson said he has 
wondered throughout his career in the hospital 
industry how many patients are discharged with 
severe disabilities and injuries. 

“It’s heartbreaking to see these people who are 
losing so much of their quality of life,” he said. 

Community Paramedic Nivea Wheat said there 
are no boundaries for the clients served by the 
program across Montgomery County. 

“We have door-knocked on some patients in 
The Woodlands who showed up on that list, and 
it’s been a situation we could help with because 
they’ve fallen on financial hardship,” Wheat said. 
“There’s people on the brink of losing their home, 
but no one knows about it because everything 
aesthetically looks fine.”  

Although Montgomery County is designated as 
an urban county, unless a person works and has a 
vehicle they will not be able to get anywhere, Kar-
rer said. Shifting demographics have also contrib-
uted to the challenge. 

“You have downtown Conroe, which is urban, 
and then you have The Woodlands, which is 
suburban, and then you have people living in the 
national forest,” Horton said. “There’s people 
who are disabled and elderly and can’t drive, and 
there’s not any kind of transportation system put 
in place for that.”

The program serves  

160 patients  
annually.

Roughly  

86 percent  
of patients have health 

insurance.

Residents qualify if they 
have called 911 

 3 or more 
 times in a year.

The community paramedicine program was 
established in 2013 to cut down on 911 calls. 

PROGRAM  
P R O C E S S
The community paramedicine program starts 
with a three-step process to help patients who are 
calling 911 repeatedly.

EVALUATE:  
Perform a comprehensive assessment on 

patients’ mental, physical and psycho-social 
health; their ability to independently perform 
basic daily activities; and the ability to access 

support services.

NAVIGATE:  
Make a care plan that addresses areas of concern 

and provides recommendations.

LINK:  
Coordinate care by managing health care 

communication, providing support services and 
continuing to monitor. 

1

2

3

SOURCE: MONTGOMERY COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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CHI St. Luke’s Health-The Woodlands becomes first 
hospital in Houston area to use new technology

Houston Methodist Weight Management Center 
now open in The Woodlands at new hospital

Lone Star Family Health Center to launch mammogram initiative

CHI St. Luke’s Health-The Wood-
lands Hospital has become the first 
hospital in the Greater Houston area 
to adopt the da Vinci XI Surgical 
System with integrated table motion 
technology.

According to hospital officials, the 
system combines the latest robot-
ic-assisted surgical system and an 
advanced integrated table motion, 
which moves simultaneously with 
the surgeon’s robotic arm move-
ments. The table is positioned so 
gravity exposes anatomy during 
procedures. 

Dr. Mark Johnson, general surgeon 
at CHI St. Luke’s Health, said the 
new surgical technology helps sur-
geons manage difficult procedures.

“We’re excited to have the latest 
da Vinci robot with all the bells and 
whistles to help manage our com-
plex surgical cases with the utmost 
intricate coordination,” Johnson 
said. “This is a win for The Wood-
lands community to receive such 

Houston Methodist The Woodlands 
Hospital opened its Weight Manage-
ment Center in October to provide 
local, comprehensive weight loss 
options to residents.

The center on campus provides 
nonsurgical opportunities, includ-
ing moderate and rapid weight loss 
programs.

“Our moderate weight loss program 
is offered to people who need to lose  
5 to 10 percent of their baseline weight, 
which is typically 20 to 30 pounds,” 
said Dr. Peter Jones, medical director 
of the Houston Methodist Weight Man-
agement Center. “We use high protein/
low-carb meal replacements along 
with calorie-controlled meal selections 
recommended by our dietitians. We 
also help the patient incorporate physi-
cal activities into the plan.”

Residents who need to lose more 
than 10 percent of their baseline 
weight or who have a body mass 
index greater than 30 are candidates 
for the rapid weight loss program. 

The Weight Management Center opened 
in October.

CHI St. Luke’s Health-The Woodlands Hos-
pital is the first hospital in Houston to use 
integrated table motion technology.
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COMPILED BY BETH MARSHALL , ABIGAIL LOOP AND HANNAH ZEDAKERHEALTH CARE BRIEFS

high-level care closer to home. Having 
this technology will help meet the 
needs of our patients and physicians.”

Aside from providing surgeons 
easier access to target anatomy, the 
system also repositions the table 
during the procedure to enhance an 
anesthesiologist’s care of the patient. 

Lone Star Family Health Center will launch a new 
mobile mammogram program next spring, giving 
more underinsured and uninsured women in Mont-
gomery County access to affordable, potentially 
life-saving health care. 

As a funded partner of Susan G. Komen, the 
health center has been providing free mammo-
grams twice a month to women who qualify  
since 2012.  

“Of the mammograms we have provided so far 
in 2016, only 11 percent of the women have been 
from these areas with high rates of late-stage breast 
cancer,” Communications and Outreach Manager 

Ashley Hamlin said. “Because we know that 
transportation is one of the main barriers to care, 
LSFHC has decided that the solution is to take the 
mammogram service to the women in need in our 
community. If these women cannot get to our clinic, 
we want to take the mammogram service to them.” 

Until the new program launches next year, Lone 
Star Family Health Center will continue to offer free 
mammograms twice a month in Conroe. 

To schedule an appointment or to find out how 
to qualify for this service, visit www.lonestarfamily.
org or call 936-539-4004. 

Lone Star Family Health Center hosted a See, Test & 
Treat event in October to administer free cervical cancer 
screenings and mammograms for women in need.
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For patients who stay on the pro-
gram for more than a year, the aver-
age weight loss is 86 pounds and  
27 percent loss of their body weight. 

“Patients must figure out how to 
lead a new lifestyle and develop a 
new self-care plan. We focus on pre-
paring the person for that long-term 
exit strategy,” Jones said.
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Dr. Anna George and Dr. Stephen Miles

Specializing in allergy and asthma testing 

diagnosis and treatment for 
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9191 Pinecroft Dr Ste 290 | The Woodlands, TX 77380  |  281 - 363 - 3508Asthma and Immunology Center
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Official: Mental health care expected to dodge cuts during 85th legislative session  
BY JULIE BUTTERFIELD AND HANNAH 

ZEDAKER

The 85th Texas Legislature will 
not make cuts to mental health care 
funding—despite having to make 
cuts in other areas, according to an 
agency official. 

Gov. Greg Abbott and state leader-
ship have asked state agencies to scale 

back funding requests by 4 percent in 
the 85th legislative session because 
of anticipated budget deficits related 
to the drop in the price of oil, said 
Annalee Gulley, director of public pol-
icy and government affairs for Mental 
Health America of Greater Houston. 

During the 84th session, the Texas 
Legislature increased mental health 

GOVERNMENT

mental health services

25.2%
of Texans are 

medically uninsured

The Legislature passed bills in 2015 to address a 
funding shortage, but mental health continues to be 
a problem, especially among children in Montgomery 
County.

SOURCE: MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS COUNCIL, TEXAS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

49th
Texas was ranked

in mental health 
funding in 2015

IN TEXAS 

The state added $298 million to mental 
health funding in fiscal year 2016-17. 
Senate Bill 239 provided $5 million 
in tuition repayment assistance for 
mental health professionals. House 
Bill 197 required public institutions of 
higher education to post mental health 
resources on the institution’s website.

84TH LEGISLATURE

will be difficult to meet [the] growing 
demand for our services.” 

Of those 9,200 patients, Roberson 
said 91 percent of patient admis-
sions to the Psychiatric Emergency 
Treatment Center had no insurance 
for mental health services, while 78 
percent of admissions to the center’s 
main mental health clinic in Conroe 
were likewise medically indigent. 

“We are exploring ways to increase 
Medicaid-insurance eligibility for the 
persons we serve, which will allow 
us to serve more [patients] with the 
same state general revenue dollars,” 
Roberson said. 

Gulley said prevention is the most 
cost-efficient tool to ensure individ-
ual wellness, and Medicaid expan-
sion is the top goal for mental health 
care funds approved after the next 
legislative session.

“While we are encouraged state 
leaders have prioritized funding for 
mental health resources, we antici-
pate a tough road ahead for all fund-
ing requests in the 85th Legislature,” 
Gulley said. 

funds by $298 million.
“While we’ve seen funding increases 

for mental and behavioral health 
services during the past two legislative 
sessions, the allocated resources were 
simply not sufficient to compensate for 
the historic underfunding of state-pro-
vided mental health and behavioral 
health services, especially when 
coupled with Texas’ rapid population 
growth,” Gulley said. 

Tri-County Behavioral Healthcare 
is one of 39 community mental 
health centers in the state; it serves 
the growing populations of Mont-
gomery, Liberty and Walker coun-
ties. During the fiscal year 2015-16, 
the center served more than 9,200 
patients, Executive Director Evan 
Roberson said. 

“We are serving a record number 
of individuals with severe and per-
sistent mental illness, serious emo-
tional disturbances and intellectual-
developmental disabilities, but there 
is still much additional demand for 
the services we provide,” Roberson 
said. “Without additional funding, it 

www.steppediatrics.com - We accept BCBS, Aetna, Humana, United Healthcare, Cigna and other insurance

Call to schedule your appointment at

281-364-8600
8am-5pm M-F. All credit cards accepted.

4800 W Panther Creek, 
STE 100

The Woodlands, TX 77381

Meeting the social, emotional, and academic 
needs of our patients.

Our team is composed of caring experts in the fi elds 
of psychiatry, psychology, counseling, nutrition and 
academic coaching.

Call us for a Complimentary 
Consultation Today at 281-528-4226

Individual Treatment Solutions for you, your child, and your family

111 Vision Park Blvd | Shenandoah, TX 77384
www.ADDwoodlands.com

LSC- University Center  •  3232 College Drive •  The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options 
to complete your undergraduate or 

graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.

TAKE YOUR CAREER TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands
BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL

Attend one of our free
information sessions

 

  Saturday, Nov. 19 • Noon 

 Saturday, Dec. 3 • Noon

Sign up online at 
www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession
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*Collateralized loans (car, boat, RV, motorcycle) must be for at least a 36 month term. Refinance of SFCU existing 
loans are not eligible for this promotion. Collateral is subject to approval. For every $10,000 of the amount financed 
$50 will be deposited to your existing membership account 30 days after funding. Example:  $30,000 car loan for 60 
months will be eligible for $150. Credit Card Balance Transfer:  For every $2,500 balance transferred from another 
institution's credit card $25 will be deposited into your existing membership account after 60 days of the transfer. 
Example: $10,000 transferred to a Smart Credit Card from another financial institution's credit card will be eligible for 
$100. Loans must book by December 31, 2016, to be eligible for the promotion. All loans subject to credit approval.

Promotion Period: October 15, 2016, through December 31, 2016. Promotion is subject to change without notice.

pays you

$50
for every $10,000

you refinance
(auto, boat, motorcycle or RV)

$25
for every $2,500

you transfer
to a Smart Credit Card

Get Paid to Save
when you refinance an auto, boat, motorcycle or RV

or transfer a credit card balance!*

 BY BETH MARSHALL

As of 2013, 61.7 percent of the  
60.9 million women ages 15-44 in the 
U.S. were using contraception. 

The most common forms of birth 
control include birth-control pills, 
female sterilization, male condoms 
and long-acting reversible contracep-
tives, according to data from the 2011-
13 National Survey for Family Growth 
by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

Roughly 6 percent of married 
women ages 15-44 in the U.S. are 
infertile, and 12.3 percent of all 
women in the same age bracket strug-
gle to get pregnant or carry a baby to 
term, according to the CDC. 

However, birth control is not to 
blame for these statistics, said Mike 
Clark, Lone Star College-Kingwood 
Biology Department chairman. 

“If anything, some believe, once 
you get off the pill, it might actually 
increase your fertility rate,” he said. 

Dr. Blake Berryhill, an OB-GYN 
affiliated with Memorial Hermann 
The Woodlands Hospital, also said 

birth control methods today have 
little to no effect on fertility. 

“It is not the birth control that 
causes fertility issues, but the under-
lying issues the birth control may 
have been treating,” Berryhill said. 
“For women that have been on birth 
control for a while, it may have been 
masking fertility issues they [already] 
have.”

Birth-control pills include proges-
tin, which is what prevents preg-
nancy, and estrogen, which prevents 
breakthrough bleeding throughout 
the month, Clark said. However, the 
pill is often used for other medical 
reasons. 

“The birth-control pill is not just 
used for contraception,” Clark said. 
“When it first started out, it was to 
control menstrual periods. A lot of 
OB-GYNs use it to control menstrual 
periods, polycystic ovary disease 
[and] dysmenorrhea, which is pain.”

Aside from male or female steriliza-
tion, there are not any contraceptives 
in the marketplace known to nega-
tively impact fertility, Berryhill said.

Birth control usage in the U.S.

INSIDE INFORMATION

Common contraceptives
Various methods exist when it comes to preventing pregnancy. 
These are the methods most widely used by women as of 2013.

SOURCE: CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

Infertility in the U.S. 

BY THE NUMBERS

6.9 million
women (11.3% of ages 

15-44) have used 
infertility services.

7.5 million
women (12.3% of ages 15-44) in 

2013 had an impaired ability to get 
pregnant or carry a baby to term.

1 million
married women (6.1% of 
ages 15-44) in 2013 were 

infertile.

Regardless of if they have used birth control, there are millions of U.S. women who are 
infertile or find it difficult to become pregnant.

Did not use birth control

used birth control

Birth control pills

Female sterilization

Other

Male condoms

Long-acting reversible 
contraceptives

38.3%

61.7% 

16%

15.5%

13.6%

9.4%

7.2%

PRIVATE DINING
It is nev� t� late to b�k 
y�r h�iday p	ty.

Visit us on:www.jaspersthewoodlands.com

Market Street 
9595 Six Pines Dr.  The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-298-6600
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COMMUNICABLE 
D I S E A S E S

CISD updates district protocol for head 
lice, follows DSHS recommendations
BY ABIGAIL LOOP

Health services in Conroe ISD 
schools continue to offer a variety of 
benefits to students while maintain-
ing protocols in line with the Texas 
Department of State Health Services. 

Barbara Robertson, CISD coordi-
nator of health services, said while 
CISD has not changed its protocol 
for communicable, or contagious, 
diseases and bacterial meningitis, the 
district changed its stance on head lice 
in 2015 to reflect state and national 
evidence-based practices. 

Robertson said students with active 
head lice are sent home from school if 
it causes disruptions to the classroom.

“Students found to have active 
head lice during the school day 
may be excluded from school if it is 
determined to be disruptive to the 
educational setting,” Robertson said. 
“Parents are contacted by the school 
nurse and given information related to 
detection and elimination of lice.”

Michelle Sunshine, owner of Lice 
Clinics in America in Austin and 
Houston, said head lice is especially 
common in schools. 

“The CDC classifies lice as more 
of a nuisance and not a disease, so 
students can either stay at school or be 
picked up,” Sunshine said.

Although CISD protocol for head 
lice may allow a student to stay in the 
classroom, other health issues require 
a student be sent home.

“Conroe ISD follows the guidelines 
set by the Texas Department of State 
Health Services in excluding children 
with suspected or confirmed commu-
nicable diseases,” Robertson said. 
“Children exhibiting a fever of 100 
[degrees] or above, diarrhea, vomiting, 
rash of unknown origin or feeling too 
ill to participate in the classroom are 
sent home by the school nurse. Chil-
dren with fever or diarrhea can return 
to school after 24 hours symptom-free 
without the use of medications.”

INSIDE INFORMATION

SOURCE: CONROE ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Communicable diseases are 
contagious diseases that can be 
passed from person to person.

Conroe ISD abides by the following regulations when determining whether students must remain 
home from school during an illness. 

Chicken pox

Hand-foot-and-
mouth disease

Flu

Diarrhea

Ringworm

Strep throat

Hepatitis A

Whooping cough

Scabies

STUDENT ILLNESS REGULATIONS

When a child is ill, a 
parent must  

contact the 
school  

to let officials know that 
the child will not be 

attending class that day. 

If the child has a fever  

over 100 degrees,  
he or she must stay out of school 

until he or she is fever-free for 
24 hours without fever-reducing 

medications.  
In addition, students with  

diarrhea illnesses  
must stay home until they are 

diarrhea-free without diarrhea-
suppressing medications for at 

least 24 hours.

MEDICATIONS 
AT SCHOOL 

kept in and administered  
through the clinic. Before medication can be 

administered at school, the  

parent or guardian 
must submit  

a written, dated request to the campus nurse. 
Students may not bring their medication to 

school. Only the student’s parent or guardian 
may take the medication to the school clinic. 

 All prescription and nonprescription 
medication must be in the  

original container and 
properly labeled.

All medication, prescription 
or otherwise, that a student is 
required to take at school must be

If a student becomes ill during 
the school day, he or she must 

receive permission from the 
teacher before reporting to the 

school nurse.  
If the nurse 

determines that the 
child should go home,  
the nurse will contact the parent.

Leg Pain? Swelling? Bulging 
Veins? Restless Legs?

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients 
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are 
covered by insurance, and you could be back 
to work as soon as the next day!

Veins? Restless Legs?

We can help!

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients 
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are 
covered by insurance, and you could be back 
to work as soon as the next day!

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients 
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are 
covered by insurance, and you could be back 
to work as soon as the next day!

LoneStarVeinCenter.com

The Woodlands
281-882-3173

Pasadena
281-241-1777

Call TODAY
FREE Screenings 

November 17
November 24

FREE Screenings 
November 16
November 23

Now offering 
cosmetic vein 

treatments with the 
cutting edge Cutera 

Excel V Laser. 
Top of the line 
performance 

with unmatched 
precision. 
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WHAT IF ONE DOCTOR 
COULD CONNECT YOU 
WITH THE EXPERTISE 
OF MANY?

At Houston Methodist, your primary care doctor collaborates 
with world-renowned specialists every day, bringing you 
wide-ranging medical expertise, personalized for you, with 
convenient locations and same day appointments you can 
schedule online. Your health, your way — that’s how the 
highest ranked hospital in Texas puts you fi rst. 

Accepting most major insurance plans. Choose your doctor 
or schedule online at houstonmethodist.org/primarycare 
or call 713.394.6638. 
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Alicia Hawkins Williams
Manager, Montgomery County  
Public Health District

Alicia Hawkins Williams was hired in January to oversee the Montgomery 
County Public Health District as the new manager. The district, which was 
founded in the 1970s, is responsible for emergency preparedness, disease pre-
vention, clinical services and health education in Montgomery County. It also 
oversees the Medical Reserve Corps program, which is a group of more than 250 
trained volunteers on call to help with an emergency scenario in the county. Wil-
liams has worked in the infection prevention field since 2009, which focuses on 
the prevention and reduction of hospital-related infections. Although Williams 
initially planned to go into optometry, the infectious disease field of public health 
proved to be more interesting to her, she said. Williams is a Montgomery County 
native and graduated from New Caney High School and Texas A&M University. 

What are the responsibilities of the 
public health district? 
We have a clinic where we see [tuber-
culosis] patients, STD patients and 
immunization patients. [On the second 
floor], we have emergency prepared-
ness, volunteer recruiting for health and 
disasters, and two epidemiologists who 
study diseases of the population. There’s 
not hardly any duplication of roles in 
this group. [We also do public outreach] 
… our epidemiologists, a lot of them go 
to day cares for visits to educate them on 
what to look for. We have another epide-
miologist who goes to clinics, physician 
offices and ERs and does the same kind 
of education outreach and connection 
with providers in the area. We get a card 
back from them and create a list so when 
we have pertinent information that we 
need to get out to the group, it’s already 
in the system. We get things from the 
state that we need to send out to local 
providers, so that’s one way we make a 
connection with providers in the area.

How do volunteers play a part in the 
emergency preparedness depart-
ment?
We have a roster of 260 or so volunteers; 

in their normal day-to-day, they work in 
the medical field. They’re instrumental 
and an extension of the public health 
department. They’ll do monthly train-
ings, so that when we do need to pull 
them in, they’ve had that experience.
 [During the spring floods], we needed 
hygiene kits delivered to south [Mont-
gomery] County. So we called them, 
and a gentleman showed up with a big 
truck and he was able to get through 
some of the water. He took the forms 
we needed to get [to] them with the 
containers of hygiene kits. 
   We had a patient with high blood 
pressure that needed monitoring, or 
maybe the Red Cross needed help, so 
we would tell these volunteers, ‘We 
need this service at this location.’ 

How is the district funded?
We are primarily grant funded. We have 
seven grants, and we also get $90,000 
from [Montgomery County]. For exam-
ple, we have a grant for Ebola. When 
[the Zika virus began], it morphed into 
using some of that money for Zika [pur-
poses]; education, printouts—that sort 
of thing. In that instance, the grant was 
transferable. The funder contacts the 

BY MARIE LEONARD
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Centers for Disease Control [and Pre-
vention], and they approve it or not. 

What partnerships do you have 
with other entities in the county?
In our county, we have local partners 
and regional partners, and we do table-
top [meetings] with them. Montgomery 
County Hospital District, Montgomery 
County Office of Emergency Manage-
ment, The Woodlands Fire Department, 
Conroe Fire Department the Montgom-
ery County fire marshal’s office … all 
the first responders get involved. Every 
quarter, we meet with the hospitals 
as well to talk about the hot topics or 
new guidelines and try to establish a 

relationship with them. 
What kind of precautions should 
county residents take to avoid the 
Zika virus? Do you expect it to be a 
problem in the coming months?
Wear long clothing, spray mosquito 
repellent if you’re going to be outside 
and put screens on your house to pre-
vent mosquitoes from coming inside.  
That’s half the battle—if you can 
prevent the bite. Fight the bite: That’s 
the slogan we use quite a bit. I think 
once [the area is] dry and there’s not 
any mosquito breeding grounds—the 
mosquitoes only live a short time—
months from now it probably won’t be 
as big of a problem.

PUBLIC HEALTH DISTRICT AT A GLANCE

8
employees

The county’s public health district is responsible for emergency preparedness, disease 
prevention, clinical services and health education.

Operates through 7 grants

Governed by a board of  

5  
directors

Serves  
500,000 residents  

of Montgomery County

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex issues for over twenty-five years 
as a large firm partner and as the owner of a boutique firm. 

We provide counsel and expertise on: 

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 550A - The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

Who do you turn to when you have an estate, business or tax issue?

We provide counsel and expertise on: 

• Business, Family, Estate and Trust 
   Litigation

• Asset Protection and Charitable 
   Planning

• Business Planning and Exit Strategies• Estate, Trust and Tax Planning

• Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
   Disability Planning Documents

• Probate, Estate Administration and 
   Trust administration
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NURSES.

WE SALUTE YOU.
Being a great nurse goes beyond medical and technical 

knowledge. It involves caring for the whole patient and 

serving as their advocate. It takes compassion and the 

ability to think clearly under pressure. At Memorial 

Hermann The Woodlands Hospital, we celebrate the 

dedication and experience of our highly skilled nursing 

staff,  the best nurses in the greater Houston area. Our 

exceptional nurses are advancing the health of our 

patients and making a difference every single day, for 

every single patient.  For all you do, we thank you! 

Join our team. Visit memorialhermann.org/careers

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION FOR THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 24TH AND TREAT YOUR FAMILY 

TO A PERFECT STEAK DINNER. 

TRADITION

BEGIN A NEW

PURCHASE $250 IN MORTON’S GRILLE GIFT CARDS, 
RECEIVE A $50 REWARD CARD*

*ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY, ASK YOUR SERVER FOR DETAILS.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR THAT SPECIAL TIME OF YEAR

THE WOODLANDS  I  25 WATERWAY AVE.
832-585-0794  I  MORTONSGRILLE.COM

DISCLAIMER: *O� er ends 12/24/2016. Gift cards must be purchased at a Massage Envy franchised location. O� er is not valid 
online, from a third-party retailer, or for previous purchases. Minimum $100 per transaction for a $25 Promotional Card or $150 
per transaction for a $50 Promotional Card. Gift cards are not redeemable or refundable for cash or credit except where required 
by law. Promotional Cards expire on 03/31/2017, and are subject to restrictions on use (See Promotional Card for details). Rates and 
services may vary by franchised location and session. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Each location is independently owned 
and operated. ©2016 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC. ME2514, ME2990

Nov. 7 
– through– 
Dec. 24

PROMO CARD*

$25
WHEN YOU BUY 

$100 IN GIFT CARDS

FREE

PROMO CARD*

$50
WHEN YOU BUY 

$150 IN GIFT CARDS

FREE

THE HOLIDAYS… 
YOU’VE GOT THIS

 And we have your back    

AUGUSTA PINES
24230 Kuykendahl Rd. 

at W. Rayford
(281) 516-0077

IMPERIAL OAKS
2211 Rayford Rd 
at Imperial Oaks
(281) 292-8878

M–S 8a–10p  |  Su 9a–8p

DISCLAIMER: *O� er ends 12/24/2016. Gift cards must be purchased at a Massage Envy franchised location. O� er is not valid 
online, from a third-party retailer, or for previous purchases. Minimum $100 per transaction for a $25 Promotional Card or $150 
per transaction for a $50 Promotional Card. Gift cards are not redeemable or refundable for cash or credit except where required 
by law. Promotional Cards expire on 03/31/2017, and are subject to restrictions on use (See Promotional Card for details). Rates and 
services may vary by franchised location and session. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Each location is independently owned 
and operated. ©2016 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC. ME2514, ME2990

Nov. 7 
– through– 
Dec. 24

PROMO CARD*

$25
WHEN YOU BUY 

$100 IN GIFT CARDS

FREE

PROMO CARD*

$50
WHEN YOU BUY 

$150 IN GIFT CARDS

FREE

THE HOLIDAYS… 
YOU’VE GOT THIS

 And we have your back    

AUGUSTA PINES
24230 Kuykendahl Rd. 

at W. Rayford
(281) 516-0077

IMPERIAL OAKS
2211 Rayford Rd 
at Imperial Oaks
(281) 292-8878

M–S 8a–10p  |  Su 9a–8p



Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands edition • November 2016 45

REGIONAL HOSPITALS

1  CHI St. Luke’s Health- 
Lakeside Hospital
17400 St. Luke’s Way, The Woodlands
936-266-9000
www.chistlukeshealth.org/lakeside
30 beds
Accreditations: specializes in 

G
O

SL
IN

G
 R

D
.

RESEARCH FOREST DR.

CO
LLEG

E PARK   DR.

LAKE WOODLANDS DR .

W
OODLANDS  PKWY.

BRAN
C

H
 C

R
O

SSIN
G

 D
R.

TERRAM
ONT DR.

FLINTRIDGE DR.

W. R
AYFO

RD RD.

K
U

Y
K

EN
D

A
H

L 
R

D
.

GLEN LO
C

H
 D

R

.
 

 

SAWDUST RD.

STERLING 

RIDGE DR.

TAMINA RD.

ST. LUKES  
WAY 

PINECROFT
DR.

THE WOODLANDS

MAGNOLIA

SPRING

45

2978

1488

242

cardiology, sports medicine, and 
orthopedic and spine care

2 CHI St. Luke’s Health- 
The Woodlands Hospital
17200 St. Luke’s Way, The Woodlands
936-266-2000

www.stlukeswoodlands.com
242 beds
Accreditations: Comprehensive Stroke 
Center by DNV, Accredited Chest Pain 
Center by the Society of Cardiovascular 
Patient Care; Accredited Breast Imaging 
Center of excellence by the ACR; 
Comprehensive Metabolic and Bariatric 
Center of Excellence by the ACS and 
the American Society for Metabolic and 
Bariatric Surgery

3  Memorial Hermann  
The Woodlands Hospital
9520 Pinecroft Drive, The Woodlands
713-897-2300
www.memorialhermann.org
351 beds
Accreditations: the only hospital in 
Montgomery County to be granted 
Magnet status for nursing excellence 
by the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center; recognized as an accredited 
Chest Pain Center by The Society of 
Chest Pain Centers; recognized by the 
American College of Radiology as a 
Breast Imaging Center of Excellence; 
recognized as an American College of 
Surgeons accredited cancer program; 
primary stroke center; named a Baby-
Friendly facility by Baby-Friendly USA 
Inc.; in the process of achieving Level 
II trauma center verification from the 
American College of Surgeons

COMING SOON

4  Houston Methodist  
The Woodlands Hospital
17201 I-45 S., The Woodlands
713-790-3333
www.houstonmethodist.org
187 beds (will be able to hold up to  
400 beds)
Accreditations: working toward 
Magnet recognized accreditation; 
accredited Breast Care Center by the 
ACR
Will open in 2017: breast care center, 
breast surgical oncology, reconstructive 
plastic surgery, urology, neurosurgery, 
colorectal surgery, weight-management 
and wellness services center, 
orthopedics and sports medicine; 
multispecialty physicians are now seeing 
patients.

5  Texas Children’s Hospital
17580 I-45 S., The Woodlands
936-267-5000
www.texaschildrens.org/woodlands
Facility will open in 2017: 25 emergency 
center rooms, 72 outpatient rooms, 
12 radiology rooms, four operating 
rooms, 28 critical care beds and 32 acute 
care beds with plans to add up to 200 
additional beds in the future to meet 
community needs; inpatient services 
opening 2017; outpatient services now 
open

1

3

2

4
5

NMap not to scale

17183 Interstate 45 South, Suite 590 The Woodlands, TX 77385

Procedures:

Clinical Electroencephalogram 
(EEG)

Ambulatory Video EEG 
Monitoring

Electromyography (EMG) 
Nerve Conduction Study (NCS)

Neurological Botox Injections

Vagal Nerve Stimulator 
Programming

Deep Brain Stimulator 
Programming

Diagnosis:

Headaches

Neck Pain/Back Pain

Stroke

Dementia

Parkinson’s Disease

Tremor

Gait Abnormality

Epilepsy

Multiple Sclerosis

Neuropathy

Myopathy

Sleep Disorders

And Much More…

(936) 760-2230 • springwoodsneurology.com

Linh T. Dang, 
MD, ABPN

SpringWoods
n e u r o l o g y LARRY W. BURGESS, DDS

...Where Smiles Are Contagious!
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AREA PHYSICIANS OB-GYN PediatricsFamily Practice Internal Medicine COMPILED BY TRACY MANESS

1st Choice Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
920 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 400, The Woodlands  
281-882-8050
www.1stchoiceobgyn.com

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Shelby L. Hampton
Tracy L. Turner

Advanced Internal Medicine
17450 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 250,
The Woodlands 
281-836-3627
www.texasinternal 
medicine.com

Internal Medicine

Mamta Jain

Agape Physicians
6769 Lake Woodlands Drive,
Ste. E, The Woodlands
281-210-1200
www.agapephysicians.com

Family Practice

Peter Bigler
Erika Brito Goodson

Pediatrics

Jerissa P. Belsha

Alden Health Center
7901 Research Forest Drive,
Ste. 1400, The Woodlands
281-296-5000

Family Practice

Luis Diaz
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All About Women 
Obstetrics and Gynecology
9200 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 345,
The Woodlands 
281-602-7380
www.allaboutwomen 
obgyn.net

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Jennifer Huebner
Andrea Richter-Werning
Katherine Sullivan
Tara Winkelmann

Arbor Health Center
1111 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 190, The Woodlands 
281-305-0725

Internal Medicine

Julio Rivera

Shazia Billal, family practice
920 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 450, The Woodlands 
281-364-1700

Center for Digestive Disease
3115 College Park Drive,  
Ste. 107, The Woodlands 
936-321-5440
www.woodlands 
gastroenterology.com

Internal Medicine

Peter Kvapil
Shail Maheshwari
Ralph Pearce
Apurv Varia
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Michael Y. Chang,  
family practice
17198 St. Lukes Way, Ste. 510,
The Woodlands 
936-321-6787
www.stlukeswoodlands.com

Family Practice

Lin Wang

College Park Medicine
3115 College Park Drive,
Ste. 106, The Woodlands
936-271-2555
www.college 
parkmedicine.com

Family Practice

Christopher Chapman
Pamela O’Connor

Paul Decker, family practice
17521 St. Lukes Way, Ste. 170,
The Woodlands 
936-447-9452
www.ghpma.org

Ike Eni, internal medicine
9319 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 120,
The Woodlands  
936-321-1946
www.doctoreni.com

Family Medicine at Sterling 
Ridge
10110 Woodlands Parkway,
Ste. 100, The Woodlands
281-419-6565
www.drabusharr.com

Family Practice

Raja Abusharr
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Family Medicine Clinic and 
Women’s Health
9303 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 340,
The Woodlands  
281-681-0616
www.drzufari.com

Family Practice 

Mohammad El Zufari

Forest Pediatrics
3115 College Park Drive,  
Ste. 104, Conroe 
936-321-5030
www.forestpediatrics.com

Pediatrics

Trecia L. Elahee-White
Murray B. Fershtman
Katie Leonard

Hometown Pediatrics, PA
1595 Lake Front Circle,
The Woodlands 
281-292-8980
www.hometown 
pediatrics.com

Pediatrics

Kristie R. Chandler
Tony John
Sarah Moore
Mona Shihadeh-Smith

IKP Family Medicine
17350 St. Lukes Way, Ste. 430,
The Woodlands 
281-587-1700
www.ikpfamilymedicine.com
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Family Practice

Timothy Irvine
Rohit Kashyap
Alejandra Palmeros-Irvine

Interfaith Community Clinic 
101 Pine Manor Drive,
Oak Ridge North 
281-364-7889
www.
interfaithcommunityclinic.org

Family practice, Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, Pediatrics 

 Jack Lesch

Kelsey-Seybold Woodlands
106 Vision Park Blvd.,
Shenandoah, 713-442-1800
www.kelsey-seybold.com

Family Practice

Harjaneet Bedi
Kent Erickson
Leonardo Espitia
Hugh Poindexter
Nisha Sidhwani

Internal Medicine

Bret McAden
Tony Nguyen
Jeanene Smith
Alison Urey

Pediatrics

Sadiya Jamal
Sophie Lung
Teresa Romero
Asma Siddiqui

Kelsey-Seybold Woodlands
17198 St. Lukes Way, Ste. 540,
The Woodlands,  
713-442-1900

Gynecology

Carol Collins

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Jennifer Breazeale
Alan Chang
Christina Frome
Michelle Hanes
Anh-Van Mai
Jesus Samaniego
Tiffany Tracy

Rajnikant Kushwaha, 
internal medicine
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 500,
The Woodlands 
936-273-4666

Patricia E. Laden, obstetrics 
and gynecology
17198 St. Lukes Way,  
Ste. 250, The Woodlands 
936-321-8221

Legacy Primary Care Clinic
920 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 250, The Woodlands 
281-364-8787
www.legacypc.net

Family Practice and Internal 
Medicine

Hussamaddin Al-Khadour
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Balakrishna Mangapuram, 
internal medicine
9004 Forest Crossing Drive,
Ste. E, The Woodlands
281-364-6677

Marlow Family Care
17350 St. Lukes Way,  
Ste. 110, The Woodlands 
936-321-4800

Family Practice

Michael D. Marlow

Maternal and Family Clinic
1111 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 230, The Woodlands  
281-419-1599

Family Practice

Fadi Ghanem

Laurie L. McKillip, 
pediatrics 
920 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 560, The Woodlands 
281-292-0999
www.lauriemckillip.com

Memorial Hermann 
Medical Group, Imperial 
Oaks
2115 Rayford Road, Ste 100,
Spring, 713-897-7070
www.mhmg.
memorialhermann.org

Family Practice

Gary Mueck
Bhavna Reddy
Megha Tewari

Memorial Hermann 
Medical Group, The 
Woodlands
9305 Pinecroft Drive,  
Ste. 100, The Woodlands 
713-897-7005
www.mhmg.
memorialhermann.org

Family Practice

Alfred Boyd
Jeffrey Sweeney 

Internal Medicine 

Altaf Karim

Memorial Hermann 
Medical Group, The 
Woodlands 
9305 Pinecroft Drive,  
Ste. 101, The Woodlands 
713-897-7500
www.mhmg.
memorialhermann.org

Family Medicine 

Monica Martinez 

Memorial Hermann 
Medical Group, The 
Woodlands 
9305 Pinecroft Drive,  
Ste. 300, The Woodlands  
713-897-7221
www.mhmg.
memorialhermann.org

Internal Medicine 

Amilcar Avendano
Scott Bassett 
Gustavo Grieco 
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Hajin Lim 

Memorial Hermann 
Medical Group, The 
Woodlands 
9305 Pinecroft Drive,  
Ste. 302, The Woodlands  
713-897-2399
www.mhmg.
memorialhermann.org

Internal Medicine 

Annie Thomas 

Memorial Hermann 
Medical Group, The 
Woodlands
9305 Pinecroft Drive,  
Ste. 301, The Woodlands 
713-897-7625
www.mhmg.
memorialhermann.org

Family Practice

John Rogers

Memorial Hermann 
Medical Group, Sterling 
Ridge
10333 Kuykendahl Road,  
Ste. D, The Woodlands 
713-897-7244
www.mhmg.
memorialhermann.org

Family Practice

Paola Batista
Meghan Hunter

David Michalak, family 
practice
4840 W. Panther Creek Drive,
Ste. 101, The Woodlands
281-367-1720
www.doctormichalak.com

Robert Mock, family 
practice
1120 Medical Plaza Drive,
Ste. 380, The Woodlands
281-363-3311
www.doctormock.com

Northside Doctors PA
920 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 360, Shenandoah  
281-719-0483

Internal Medicine

Duyen M. Tran

Northwest Diagnostic 
Clinic
8845 Six Pines Drive,
Shenandoah • 281-440-5300
www.nwdc.com

Internal Medicine

Afua Agyarko
Laura Durling
William Fridley
Denis L. Galindo
James Krause
Charles Nguyen
Amie Sun-Wright

Northwoods Pediatric 
Center
25214 Borough Park Drive,
The Woodlands 
281-296-7770
www.northwoods 
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pediatric.com

Pediatrics

Shahzad Islam
Nighat Sultana

North Woods Family 
Medicine
17350 St. Lukes Way,  
Ste. 350, The Woodlands
281-825-3344
www.drcfamilymedicine.com

Family Practice

Sachin Chandrasenan

Physicians’ Group of The 
Woodlands
17450 St. Lukes Way,  
Ste. 290, The Woodlands 
281-296-8500
www.physicians 
groupwoodlands.com

Family Practice

Tim Paschalis

Family Practice and Internal 
Medicine

David S. Cos

Pinecroft OB/GYN
9303 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 380,
The Woodlands  
281-587-1300
www.bharksuwanobgyn.com

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Samuel Bharksuwan

Premier Women’s Care
920 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 530, The Woodlands  
281-825-4900

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Beena Johnson

Nihal Siddiqui, family 
practice
9004 Forest Crossing Drive,
Ste. B, The Woodlands
281-364-1960

Tom Sloan, internal medicine
1120 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 100, The Woodlands 
281-363-2266
www.tomsloanmd.com

Specialists for Women
9200 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 350,
The Woodlands, 281-363-2426
www.specialistsforwomen.net

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Tametra Johnson-Garnier
Jane C. Reed

St. Luke’s Woodlands Doctor 
Group
17450 St. Lukes Way, Ste. 300,
The Woodlands, 936-266-2180
www.stlukeswoodlands 
doctorgroup.com

Family Practice

Heather Blaylock
Ara Jenevizian
Rama Mulukutla
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Step Pediatrics
4800 W. Panther Creek Drive,
Ste. 100, The Woodlands
281-364-8600
www.steppediatrics.com

Pediatrics

Ryan Kozak
Joan Purcell
Krystal Wilson

Texas Children’s Pediatrics
1011 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 100, The Woodlands 
281-296-1099
www.texaschildrens 
pediatrics.org/locations/texas-
childrens-pediatrics-donald-
leass-md 

Pediatrics

Donald L. Leass

Texas Children’s Pediatrics—
Medical Plaza
1011 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 220, The Woodlands  
281-296-9119
www.texaschildrenspediatrics.
org/medical-plaza

Pediatrics

Samreen Farook
Krista Formica
Bernadette Haggerty
Abbas Kapasi
Swati Pande
Richard Vadala

Texas Children’s Pediatrics—
Sterling Ridge
6707 Sterling Ridge Drive,  
Ste. A , The Woodlands  
281-296-2656
www.texaschildrenspediatrics.
org/sterling-ridge

Pediatrics

Tracie Butler
Anu McDonald 
Susan O‘Neil
William Nix
Susan Parkerson

Village Medical Centers

8000 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 360, The Woodlands

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, 
Ste. 345, The Woodlands  
281-292-1192
www.villagemedicalcenter.com

Family Practice

Jessica Aheron 
Marlaina Bonnes-Neumann
Craig Boudreaux
Scott Kahney 
Thanh Ngo 
Chris Prihoda
Tamara Small
Donald Stillwagon
John Walker
Meredith Young
Clifford Yut

Internal Medicine

Marlaina Bonnes-Neumann
Clifford Yut
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The Women’s Centre for  
Well Being
1120 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 200, The Woodlands 
832-813-0979
www.drgeads.com

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Gregory L. Eads

Woodlands Family Medicine
17521 St. Lukes Way, Ste. 190,
The Woodlands 
 281-719-5446
www.woodlandsfamily 
medicine.org

Family Practice

Brent Allmon
Paul Decker
Alice Grogan
Joel Kerschenbaum
Christopher Robertson

Woodlands Gynecology & 
Aesthetics
17350 St. Lukes Way, Ste. 390,
The Woodlands 
936-273-1600
www.woodlandsmedica 
laesthetics.com

Gynecology

John Peet

Woodlands Internal 
Medicine
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 450,
The Woodlands
 936-271-5400

Internal Medicine

Seshasree Marupudi

Woodlands Internists
17191 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 200,
The Woodlands, 936-273-2016
www.woodlands 
internists.com

Family Practice

Azita Arabghani
Veronica Buganhagen
Chris Sparkman
Internal Medicine
Nadeem Jamil IM

Woodlands OB/GYN
1001 Medical Plaza Drive,
Ste. 280, The Woodlands
281-363-4445
www.woodlandsobgyn.com

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Francisco Labanca
Jon Rawson
Steven M. Strong

Woodlands Wellness
2829 Technology Forest Blvd.,
Ste. 140, The Woodlands
281-362-0014
www.woodlandswellness.com

Family Practice

Sakina Davis
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The doctors listed in this directory all take 
appointments and practice medicine 
in the fields of family practice, internal 
medicine, obstetrics/gynecology 
and pediatrics. This list may not be 
comprehensive.
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“[HOSPITALS ARE] TRYING 
TO PUT THEIR FACILITIES 
AS CLOSE TO PEOPLE AS 
POSSIBLE.”

— PATRICK JANKOWSKI, GREATER HOUSTON 
PARTNERSHIP SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF RESEARCH

2.3 million
new health care jobs are expected  

to be added in the U.S.  
by 2024

health care jobs are projected 
to be added for the Greater 

Houston area  
in 2016

9,000

2014

54,000
jobs have been lost in oil 

and  manufacturing in  
the Greater Houston 

area since

More than

19%
The health care 

industry expects

growth over the  

next 10 years

JOB MARKET SHIFT

The University of Houston’s Bauer Col-
lege of Business reports the region lost 
nearly 25,000 oil production and services 
jobs and over 29,000 manufacturing jobs 
from December 2014 to July 2016. Hospi-
tal officials say these losses could explain 
why many workers are now moving to 
work in the health care industry. 

“Memorial Hermann is seeing more 
people seeking employment in health 
care,” said Tanya Cook, vice presi-
dent of talent acquisition and pre-
mier staffing for Memorial Hermann 
Health System. “That’s due largely to 
the downturn in [the] oil and energy 
business. While our primary need 
is for health care clinicians, we are 
always looking for talented people 
for nonclinical jobs, such as account-
ing and finance, and information  
and technology.”

Nearly one in nine jobholders in the 
Greater Houston area work in the health 
care industry, according to the GHP.

Jankowski said two factors most 
contribute to the growth in health care 
jobs: the natural population increase 
from babies born in the area and 
an aging population. He said about 
30,000 residents turn 65 years old 
each year.

HOUSTON, LOCAL MARKETS

Hospital officials and market experts 
agree the population increase is driving 
much of the market growth, steering it 
away from downtown Houston toward  
the suburbs. 

Although the Texas Medical Cen-
ter is still one of the largest employers 
for health care workers, large hospi-
tal systems are also looking beyond 
Loop 610 for new facility locations,  
Jankowski said.

“You’ve seen with health care—
whether it’s the hospitals or urgent care 
centers or patient care centers—migrat-
ing to the suburbs,” he said. “They’re 
trying to put their facilities as close to 
people as possible.”

Josh Urban, senior vice president and 
CEO of Memorial Hermann The Wood-
lands Hospital, said The Woodlands is 
becoming the medical center of North 
Houston, and Memorial Hermann The 
Woodlands Hospital is continuing to 
grow to meet the needs of residents.

 “The facility is growing, and there 
has been quite a lot of population 
growth in The Woodlands,” Urban 
said. “It’s becoming a major medical 
center with the community’s desire for 
high-quality care close to home.”

Urban said the hospital has a variety 
of expansions and renovations that are 
underway or soon starting. In the past 
year, 57 more beds were added to the 
hospital’s east tower; the hospital also is  
in the middle of an expansion and ren-
ovation of the emergency room that is 
set to be finished in early 2017.  The hos-
pital will also add on a six-story medical 
office building that is set to be completed  
in April.

“We also are growing our physician 
staff from about 75 to 100 new staff mem-
bers every year,” he said. “The Wood-
lands is a great place to live, and we keep 
recruiting as we advance.”

Dr. Syad Raza, chief medical officer 
at CHI St. Luke’s Health-The Woodlands 
Hospital, said the hospital has also 
expanded its services to give residents 
in the suburbs quality medical care as 
the population grows.

“I used to work downtown, and the 
general consensus was that the hospi-
tal in [The Woodlands] was going to be 
a feeder hospital,” Raza said. “But peo-
ple started realizing you can get excep-
tional service here.”

Raza said the hospital started with 
about 100 physicians and is now close 
to 700 doctors. Raza said the increase in 
staff comes from the atmosphere of The 
Woodlands community.

“We want to also focus on more 
outpatient and primary care centers,” 
he said. “Our goal is to have as many 
touchpoints for patients in the commu-
nity that we need. Our biggest issue is 
making health delivery more efficient 
for patients.”

Debbie Sukin, CEO of Houston Meth-
odist The Woodlands Hospital, said 
the new facility was also established 
to cater to more suburban families and 
provide easier health care access.

“More people are choosing to raise 
their families in suburban areas,” Sukin 
said. “Population growth outside the 
traditional city boundaries is driving 
the infrastructure needs in our suburbs. 
Hospitals must meet the current needs 
of the community and proactively plan 
for the expectations of the future.”

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Keeping in line with demand, local 
higher education providers are expand-
ing health care education offerings to 
prepare students to enter the workforce.  

Statewide, the demand for nurses 
has grown due to population increases, 

according to the Texas Department of 
Health and Human Services.   

Lone Star College System’s 
nursing program is the larg-
est program offered by LSCS,  
said Linda Luehrs-Wolfe, LSC-King-
wood dean of sciences and  
health occupations. 

“[Program] offerings are deter-
mined by several factors—including 
availability of jobs—which continues 
to grow for nursing,” Luehrs-Wolfe 
said. “We develop our programs  
in [conjunction] with the various 
health care providers in the region 
to ensure they are able to hire a  
well-trained workforce.”

Some health care degree programs 
are now at capacity, Luehrs-Wolfe 
said, prompting LCSC to plan for larger 
facilities, including a third floor on 
LSC-Tomball’s health science build-
ing and a new health care instruc-
tional building at LSC-Kingwood, both 
planned as part of the college system’s 
$485 million  bond package approved 
by voters in 2014.

Additionally, a LSCS four-year degree 
program could also be on the horizon 
for students interested in nursing, said 
Amos McDonald, LSC vice chancellor of 
external affairs.

 “Lone Star College is working with 

the Texas Legislature to allow it to offer 
baccalaureate degrees in nursing,” 
McDonald said. “There is a demand for 
health care workers, and allowing Lone 
Star College to offer four-year degrees in 
this field will help ensure our commu-
nity has the ‘people power’ to keep up 
with the need.”

FUTURE GROWTH

Regardless of when the economy com-
pletely recovers, Jankowski said growth 
in the health care market will likely con-
tinue as the population increases.

“Houston had just shy of 100,000 
babies born [in 2016],” Jankowski said. 
“If you subtract the deaths from the 
births, you get what’s called the ‘natu-
ral increase’ of 65,000.” 

Factored into the net population 
growth of 10.9 percent and 18 percent 
over the past five years for Harris and 
Montgomery counties, respectively, 
the area will continue to see a need for 
more health care services in the years 
to come, according to the GHP. 

“As long as mankind is around, 
health care will be a strong field,”  
Jankowski said.

Find related stories at communityimpact.com.
Keyword search

The Woodlands health care

1 in 9
jobholders in the 

Greater Houston area 
works in the health 

care industry

MOVING MARKETS  
Following the oil and gas downturn, many Greater Houston area jobholders are making the  
move to careers in health care. The industry is projected to experience significant growth in the  
next 10 years. 
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Houston’s population rose by

from 1980-2010 from 1.6 million people to 
2.3 million people

44%

The portion of Houston’s total population that 
is 65 and older rose by 6.7% from 2010-14.
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POPULATION SHIFT  
In addition to a growing population the Greater Houston area is also experiencing increases in 
residents age 65 and older and a spike in births contributing to the growth in the health care 
industry in the region. The following data represents the Greater Houston area. 

HOUSTON HEALTH CARE 
EMPLOYMENT GROWTH

Since the Greater Houston Partnership started tracking health care employment 25 years ago, the 
industry has grown more than 69 percent. 

2016
327,200

10.9%
Percent of total Greater 
Houston area workforce

1991
193,200

8.3%
Percent of total Greater 
Houston area workforce

health care workers in 
the Greater  

Houston area

health care workers  
in the Greater Houston 

area

SOURCES: GREATER HOUSTON PARTNERSHIP/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

“Where old fashioned customer service 
and product quality are still important!”

PLANTS
SOILS

MULCH
COMPOST

SAND & GRAVEL
ORGANIC GARDENING 

SUPPLIES
All our products are safe 
for children and animals.

www.NaturesWayResources.com
936-321-6990 (Metro)
936-273-1200 (Conroe)
101 Sherbrook Circle
Conroe, TX 77385

Retail & Wholesale, Bag, or Bulk
Delivery Available

WE ALSO OFFER:
Cat Grooming  • Cat Boarding  •  Pony Parties 
Horseback Riding Lessons  •  Doggie Daycare

WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING

Cat Grooming  • Cat Boarding  •  Pony Parties Cat Grooming  • Cat Boarding  •  Pony Parties 

10% OFF  Boarding 
o r Grooming

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

11105 Mahaff ey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com
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“Most of your health conditions 
or health care costs are the result 
of chronic health conditions,” said 
Chris Skisak, executive director of 
the Houston Business Coalition on 
Health. “The theory being, if you can 
prevent these chronic health condi-
tions from manifesting themselves, 
you will impact the cost trend.” 

EMPLOYERS EMBRACE WELLNESS

Wellness programs are increas-
ing in the Houston business scene, 
according to research from health 
care nonprofit Texas Business Group 
on Health. The group found that more 
than 70 percent of surveyed employ-
ers statewide offered some kind of 
wellness program in 2015, which is 
up from 58 percent in 2008.

Wellness programs continue to rise 
as business leaders attempt to recruit 
and retain talented employees who 
expect it as part of the benefits pack-
age, Skisak said. 

“A part of it is recruitment, and a 
part of it is retention—especially for 
millennials,” he said. “They want to 
be able to have yoga classes and gym 
memberships. [Employee wellness 
program offerings are growing] more 
because everybody else has them.”  

Employers nationwide have been 
given a financial incentive from the 
federal government to offer addi-
tional employee wellness options. In 
2014, a new ACA rule went into effect 
that allows employers to incentivize 
wellness programs by covering up 
to 30 percent of the total cost of an 
employee’s premium coverage for 
participating in a wellness program, 
according to the U.S. Department of 
Labor. The law previously allowed 

incentives to cover costs up to 20 per-
cent.

These rules also allow for an 
increase of the maximum reward 
to as much as 50 percent of  an 
employee’s premium costs for pro-
grams designed to prevent or reduce 
tobacco use.

Large employers in The Wood-
lands area, such as Conroe ISD and 
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation, 
are also increasing their employee 
wellness output. 

CISD’s Employee Health and Well-
ness Center offers health care services 
to employees and their dependents, 
such as primary care, preventive 
care, physical exams, vaccinations 
and chronic disease management. 
The center is located at 19675 I-45 S.,  
Conroe.

Meanwhile, Anadarko offers an 
employee wellness program with 
an on-site fitness center and med-
ical clinics for employees at its 

Woodlands headquarters in Town 
Center. The company has offered the 
services since the campus opened in 
2003.

REDUCING HOSPITAL READMISSIONS

The Hospital Readmission Reduc-
tion Program was approved as part 
of the ACA in 2010. The first pen-
alties went into effect in 2013. The 
program was designed to combat 
high readmission rates—the number 
of patients readmitted to a hospital 
within a month of treatment at that 
hospital—which add billions of dol-
lars to the cost of treating Medicare 
patients because some readmissions 
are preventable. 

About 2 million patients return to 
a hospital per year, costing Medicare 
$26 billion, according to the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices. Around $17 billion comes from 
potentially avoidable readmissions.

“Being readmitted to the hospital 
can be stressful, and it has implica-
tions on the care that [patients] were 
receiving in the hospital,” said Cris-
tina Boccuti, associate director for the 
Kaiser Family Foundation, a national 
nonprofit that studies health policy 
analysis and reports about public 
health. “[Lower readmission rates] 
also may result in lower Medicare 
spending because hospitalizations 
are very expensive for Medicare. 
Reducing the readmission rate helps 
patients and Medicare.”

Hospitals are fined by the HRRP 
based on how they perform com-
pared with national readmission 
rates over a three-year period. 

The HRRP expects to levy fines 
totaling $528 million in penalties for 
the fiscal year 2016-17, up from $290 
million in 2013 and $428 million in 

2015, according to the Kaiser foun-
dation. About 83 percent of hospitals 
nationwide received no penalty or a 
penalty of less than 1 percent of its 
Medicare payout, according to the 
Kaiser Foundation. 

The Woodlands-area hospital 
CHI St. Luke’s Health will be fined  
nearly 1 percent of the funding 
received from Medicare in 2017, 
according to the Kaiser foundation. 
Data for Memorial Hermann The 
Woodlands Hospital was unavail-
able.  

“Health systems are only going to 
continue to be more and more chal-
lenged on how we keep people out of 
hospitals instead of admitting peo-
ple—that’s sort of what our future has 
in store for us in terms of the health 
care industry,” said Heath Rushing, 
senior vice president and CEO of 
Memorial Hermann Northeast. 

However, the penalties have 
increased as additional diagnoses 
of initial hospitalization are now 
tracked, and the maximum penalty—
currently 3 percent of a hospital’s 
total Medicare payout—has increased 
from 1 percent in 2013, Boccuti said. 

“Readmission rates have gone 
down nationally for Medicare 
patients,” Boccuti said. “The begin-
ning of when they started declining 
was in 2012. They have inched down 
since then.”

HOSPITAL SYSTEMS ADJUST

With CMS adding conditions each 
year to the list of readmission penal-
izations, large hospital systems—
such as Houston Methodist and 
Memorial Hermann—and individ-
ual hospitals are having to find new 
ways to address preventive care with 
patients.

Hospitals have been taking several 
steps to lower readmissions, such as 
clarifying patient discharge instruc-
tions as well as coordinating with 
post-acute care providers and the 
patient’s primary physician—steps 
that have shown success in reducing 
hospital readmissions, Boccuti said.

Janice Finder, director of Health 
and Performance Improvement at 
Houston Methodist, said programs 
have been developed to address the 
changing landscape of Medicare, 
specifically tailoring discharge plans 
to fit patient needs. Three years ago, 
Finder said Houston Methodist devel-
oped the Better Outcomes for Opti-
mizing Safe Transitions program, 
which assessed what factors might 
bring a patient back to the hospital.

“This program helped us to take a 
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Readmission rates, or the number of patients who return to the 
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“[LOWER 
READMISSION RATES] 
ALSO MAY RESULT IN 
LOWER MEDICARE 
SPENDING BECAUSE 
HOSPITALIZATIONS 
ARE VERY EXPENSIVE 
FOR MEDICARE. 
REDUCING THE 
READMISSION RATE 
HELPS PATIENTS AND 
MEDICARE.”

—CRISTINA BOCCUTI, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR THE 
KAISER FAMILY FOUNDATION
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look at each of our patients and fam-
ilies and their needs for transitions 
in care,” Finder said. “As a result, we 
also increased our efforts to recruit 
and retain primary care physicians so 
patients discharged from the hospital 
had a physician to regularly see.”

However, Finder said the hospital 
system will continue to explore ways 

CHI ST. LUKE’S 
HEALTH THE 

WOODLANDS

Hospitals are penalized a percentage of their 
Medicare payout for readmission rates that 
are higher than the national average. Penalties 
among The Woodlands-area hospitals 
remained less than 1 percent between 2013-17.

0%

0.79%

0%

0.86%

0.97%

CHI ST.  
LUKE’S  

HOSPITAL 
LAKESIDE

0%

0%

0%

0.10%

0%

Patient X is discharged from 
a hospital after one of the 
following ailments:
• Heart attack

• Heart failure

• Pneumonia

• Chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease

• Hip or knee replacement

Hospitals are penalized a percentage reduction in 
payments for Medicare admissions for the year.

In FY 2014-15

of tracked hospitals in the U.S. 
were penalized to the tune of 

$428 million.

Using the national average, CMS uses 

3 years of data to determine 

hospital performances.

The average penalty for 
hospitals in FY2015 was a 

0.49% 
reduction in 
payments received.

PREVENTING 
THE NEXT CRISIS

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

to keep readmission rates down, not 
just to avoid penalties, but to ensure 
a quality experience for patients. 
Finder said Houston Methodist is 
focused on finding ways to make sure 
patients are informed about their 
conditions and ways to avoid return-
ing before they leave the hospital.

“Education is essential,” she 

said. “During the hospital visit, the 
patients are often too sick to really 
learn, but 48 hours prior to dis-
charge, we start to educate them and 
their family so by the time they are 
discharged, they understand.”

2013

2015

2014

2016

2017

How The Woodlands-area 
hospitals stack up

The Hospital Readmission Reduction Program targets 
patients returning to hospitals.

  SOURCES: KAISER FAMILY FOUNDATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

If Patient X returns to any 
hospital within 

30 days 

regardless of the reason 
for readmission—a 
readmission is assigned 
to the first hospital.

received a penalty of  1% or less.

Just 1.2% of hospitals received 

the maximum penalty of  3%.

Despite the high number of hospitals penalized,

78%

83%

The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services determines the 

readmission rate national 
average as well 

as the rate 
for each 

hospital.

120 Vision Park Boulevard
Shenandoah TX 77384

281.882.3855
AvantiVisionPark.com

It began with a vision – a senior living
community where innovation abounds,
health and vitality flourish and seniors
find themselves happier and more
fulfilled. We recently opened and
seniors began moving in. The feedback 
has exceeded our highest expectations!

SEE FOR YOURSELF: STOP BY,
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT, OR
COME TO AN EVENT REAL SOON.

Ask us about our holiday specials!

NOW OPEN
AND PEOPLE ARE ALREADY TALKING!

AVANTI SENIOR LIVING AT VISION PARK IS

“The staff is so dedicated to the 
residents and the service is head 
and shoulders above anywhere I 
have been before.” 

- Gloria McKenzie
 
“I have felt very welcome and safe 
here, and that is so important.  
It’s such a happy place and I am 
delighted to be here.”  

- Judy Altgelt

FREE YOGA CLASS  
by certified instructor

Every Wednesday - 6 pm to 7 pm
Please bring your own mat

OPERATION PETS ALIVE 
AT AVANTI

Opt to adopt a rescue pet
December 3rd - 10 am to 2 pm
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NOVEMBER

11-13  ‘The Boy Friend’
Presented by The 

John Cooper School’s performing arts 
department, the family-friendly musical 
is set in the French Riviera in the 1920s. 
7 p.m. (Nov. 11-12), 2 p.m. (Nov. 12-13). 
$10 (students and seniors), $20 (adults). 
Glenn Performing Arts, The John Cooper 
School, 1 John Cooper Drive, The Wood-
lands. 281-367-0900.  
www.coopertickets.org

12-13   Children’s festival 
Presented by Exxon-

Mobil, The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion transforms into a giant play-
ground with performers on multiple 
stages, character meet and greets, 
and activities. Entertainment includes 
Imagination Movers and Erth’s Dino-
saur Zoo Live. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Nov. 12), 
noon-5 p.m. (Nov. 13). $8 (advance), 
$10 (at the door). The Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-364-3010.  
www.woodlandscenter.org

15  Chikawa Conroe Texas 
 Aztec Dance

Presented by The Woodlands Chil-
dren’s Museum in celebration of 
National American Indian Heritage 
Month, the event includes perform-
ers demonstrating Aztec dance and 
native traditions. The Chikawa Conroe 
Texas Aztec Dance group was created 
under the direction of two educators, 
Alejandra Tapia and Francisco Garcia. 
Dancers of all ages practice twice a 
week in Conroe. 10:45 a.m., 11:30 a.m. 
Free (included in museum admission), 
$6 (ages 1 and older). The Woodlands 
Children’s Museum, 4775 W. Panther 
Creek Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-465-0955. 
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

18-20   Holiday Market 
The event kicks off 

with a special preview Nov. 17 featur-
ing a live band and raffle. More than 
100 vendors gather at the event to 
sell home goods, clothing, jewelry 
and food. 7:30-10:30 p.m. (Nov. 17), 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. (Nov. 18-19), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(Nov. 20). $15 (Nov. 18-20), $90 (Nov. 
17). The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel & Convention Center, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  

281-376-5754. www.jlthewoodlands. 
org/junior-league-holiday-market

19 JAN. 16  
Ice Rink at The Woodlands Town 
Center  
This year, ice skating is located in a 
new 21,000-square-foot permanent, 
multipurpose facility. It features ice 
skating in a main room with lighting, a 
state-of-the-art sound system, tables for 
parties and concessions. 3-9 p.m. (Mon.-
Thu.), 3-11 p.m. (Fri.), 10 a.m.-11 p.m. 
(Sat.), noon-7 p.m. (Sun.), special hours 
on holidays. $5 (Mon.-Thu., children 
age 5 and younger), $6 (Fri.-Sun. and 
holidays, children ages 5 and younger), 
$10.50 (Mon.-Thu., adults), $12.50 (Fri.-
Sun. and holidays, adults); prices are 
for two-hour skate session. The Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3800. www.thewoodlands 
township-tx.gov/icerink

19  Lighting of the Doves Festival 
The long-standing tradition in 

The Woodlands includes the illumination 
of the doves in The Woodlands Town 
Center, symbolizing hope and peace for 
the holidays. The festival features interna-

tional foods and performances, snow play 
areas, vendor booths, children’s activities, 
strolling entertainment and a special 
appearance by Santa Claus arriving by 
sleigh down The Woodlands Waterway 
along with a fireworks display. 3-9 p.m. 
Free. Town Green Park, 2099 Lake Robbins 
Drive, The Woodlands.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

21-23  Sunny Dayz Drop-In 
Camp 

Open for one or all three days, each 
camp is held at The Woodlands 
Recreation Center. Campers need to 
bring a lunch, two snacks and a refillable 
water bottle. Registration is required. 
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (Nov. 21-22), 7:30 
a.m.-3 p.m. (Nov. 23). $50 (per day), 
$125 (three days), sibling discounts 
available. The Woodlands Township 
Recreation Center, 5310 Research Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

29   Christmas with the 
Commissioner

Presented by The Noack Foundation, the 
sixth annual Toys for Tots donation party 
is hosted by Montgomery County Precinct 
3 Commissioner James Noack. 5:30-10 
p.m. One toy (admission). The Woodlands 
Country Club, Palmer Course, 100 Grand 
Fairway, The Woodlands. 
 www.thenoackfoundation.org

DECEMBER

01   Elaine Turner Shop & Share 
The Shop for a Cause event at 

Elaine Turner features its new fall collec-
tion. A cumulative gift of 20 percent from 

NOV.

24
GE Run Thru The Woods
Directed by The Woodlands Family YMCA, the 27th annual event on 
Thanksgiving morning includes the choice of a 5-mile run, 3-mile run, 

3-mile walk and a 1-mile children’s race for ages 12 and younger. The event is a 
source of fundraising for local charities, and a complimentary breakfast is provided. 
There is no race day morning registration. 7:15 a.m. (1-mile), 8:15 a.m. (5-mile run), 
8:25 a.m. (3-mile run), 8:35 a.m. (3-mile walk). $32-$37 (3-mile walk), $37-$47 
(1-mile), $45-$55 (5-mile run or 3-mile run), prices depend on date of registration. 
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-681-6730. www.runthruthewoods.org

COMPILED BY TARA POHLMEYER
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FEATURED EVENT

High Noon Countdown Sat. Dec. 31st10am-Noon and 1-3pm. Pre-purchase of admission is advised.

2 (Squared)

NEW YEAR’S 
HIGH NOON
COUNTDOWN!

Mrs. Claus’ Gingerbread 
House Workshop

Wed. Dec. 14th and
Sat. Dec. 17th 10am-3pm

Pancakes with Santa

Sat. Dec. 10th 8-11am.

Pre-paid Reservations ONLY.

4775 West Panther Creek Drive #280
The Woodlands, TX 77381    281-465-0955

www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

Make NEW 

Holiday
Memories!
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all purchases benefits Inspiration Ranch. 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Free (admission). Elaine 
Turner, 9595 Six Pines Drive, The Wood-
lands. 281-734-1114.  
www.inspirationranch.org

2   Signatures Author Series
Presented by The John Cooper 

School, the 12th annual event features 
Cheryl Strayed, author of the No. 1 
“New York Times” best-selling memoir, 
“Wild.” Strayed is also the author of New 
York Times best sellers “Tiny Beautiful 
Things” and “Brave Enough,” as well as 
the novel, “Torch”. The luncheon event 
includes author appearances, book sign-
ings, a VIP reception and the auction of 
an item signed by the author. A portion of 
the proceeds benefits the Montgomery 
County Memorial Library system. 10 a.m. 
$150 (individual), table and underwriting 
sponsorships available. The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention 
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands.  
281-367-0900, ext. 2441.  
www.johncooper.org/specialevents 

3   Human Rights Walk and 
Festival 

The family-friendly event includes 
entertainment, food, music, educational 
speakers and a walk supporting human 
rights education around the world. 10:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. (full event), 10:30 a.m. (gates 
open for activities and entertainment), 
11:30 a.m. (welcome address, music 

performances, speakers, walk begins), 
12:30 p.m. (closing remarks, contest 
winners announced and raffle drawings). 
Free, but donations are welcome. Town 
Green Park, 2099 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands.  
www.humanrightswalk.org

3-4    Santa at Creekside Park 
Village Green 

Attendees enjoy a visit with Santa 
Claus. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. (Dec. 3-4). Free. 
Creekside Park Village Green, 26400 
Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands 
(Dec. 3); Hughes Landing, 1900 
Hughes Landing Blvd., The Woodlands 
(Dec. 4). www.santajack.com

NOV.

26
Houston Scotch and Cigar Festival
The inaugural event includes a gourmet hors d’oeuvres buffet, live music, 
seminars and a wide range of scotch and single malt samples. Free valet 

parking is included, and the festival donates proceeds to military, post-traumatic 
stress disorder, suicide awareness and animal rescue charities. 7-10 p.m. $65 (gen-
eral admission presale), $100 (general admission at the door), $250 (VIP), military 
and veterans enjoy discounts. BH Ranch, 14149 Player St., Houston.  
www.htownscotchfestival.com 
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7   Christmas in The Woods 
This inaugural open house includes 

Christmas decorations, a cocktail party 
and holiday shopping, while benefiting 
Panther Creek Inspiration Ranch, a local 
nonprofit. 5-8 p.m. $25. 61 Carlton Woods 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-719-9322.  
www.inspirationranch.org

ONLINE CALENDAR

Find more or submit The Woodlands 
events at  
communityimpact.com/wdl-calendar

To have The Woodlands events consid-
ered for the print edition, they must be 
submitted online by the fourth Friday 
of the month.
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DOSEY DOE BIG BARN
25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands 
281-367-3774 • www.doseydoe.com

November 

 11 Ronnie Milsap 

 13 Johnny Lee with Ward Davis 
 16 Lee DeWyze
 17 Rhett Miller with Demitasse
 18 Chris Hillman and Herb Pedersen 
              with Bowden/Early Experience 
 19 Gene Watson with Jason James 
 20 Marc Broussard with  
              Peter Aristone and The Land 
              Bandoleros 
 25 Monte Montgomery
 26 “A Peter White Christmas”  
               with Rick Braun and Euge Groove 
December 
 01 Clint Black 
 02 “Beatles vs. Stones” with  
               Abbey Road and Satisfaction
 03 Mike Zito 
 04 Ethan Bortnick 
 08 Amanda Shires with  
              Andrew Leahy 
 09-10 “A County Christmas” with  
              Mark Chesnutt  

DOSEY DOE  
MUSIC CAFE
463 FM 1488, Conroe 
936-271-2171 • www.doseydoe.com

November 

 11 Bri Bagwell 
 12 Tejas Brothers 
 13 The Black Lillies
 17 Peter Case 
 18 Haley Cole, Erick Willis and 
              Andrew James 
 

GENUWINE  
TASTING ROOM
6503 FM 1488, Magnolia 
832-934-2675  
www.mygenuwine.com

November 

 11 Aaron White 

 12 Vintage Reserve 
 16 Sheri Lavo 
 17 Brian Thomas 

 19 Fire NR Bones 
 25 Nick Colunga 
 26 Louis Lamb & the Gentle Lamb     
              Experience  
           30  MP2 Duo
December 
 01 Indigo 
 02 Sean Harrold 
 03 Michael Martin 
 07 Phil Marquez
 08 Cody Beyer

MAIN STREET CROSSING

111 W. Main St., Tomball 
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com

November
 11 Marcia Ball 
 12 Michael Grimm
 15 Shellee Coley 

 16 Charlie Robison
 17 Johnny Rodriguez
 18 John Fullbright 
 19 Abbey Rode and Already Gone 
 23 Mary Sarah 
 25 “The History of Country Music”  
              with Jake Penrod 
 26 Hamilton Loomis 
 29 Doug Supernaw
 30 Johnny Bush
December
 01 Gary Morris 
 02 Radney Foster 
 03 Doug Stone 
 07 Brandon Rhyder
 08 “Elvis Tribute Christmas Show”  
              with Vince King

THE REFUGE  
BAR & BISTRO
24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands 
713-389-5674
www.refugeinthewoodlands.com

November 

 11 Yelba 
 12 Louis Lamb 
 18 Kamil
 19 Jimmie Hunter
 25 Stan G 
 26 J-Walkers 
December 
 02 JB Barnett
 09 Louis Lamb 

COMPILED BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

 12  Crystal Bowersox

 18  Keeton Coffman

DEC

06
Candy Christmas Show
The show features Sunny Sweeny, Brennen Leigh, Jamie Lin Wilson and Court-
ney Patton. Dinner is included with a ticket purchase, and the kitchen opens at 

6 p.m. 8 p.m. (music begins). $15-$25. Main Street Crossing, 111 W. Main St., Tomball. 
281-290-0431. www.mainstreetcrossing.com

FEATURED EVENT

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands

Community IMPACT 2.1709  x 11.25”
jdollar@judestudios.com

NOV. 12 & 13
SAT.- 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
SUN.- 12 p.m.-5 p.m.

   TICKETS: $8 advance
 $10 door

Children age 2 and under 
are free. Ticket price 
includes all activities. 

www.woodlandscenter.org
Tickets can be purchased at The Pavilion Box 
Office, all Ticketmaster outlets, by calling 800-
745-3000 or online at www.ticketmaster.com.
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Violet Femme Tea
Macaron by Patisse

Morning Mule
Crisp

M    acaron by Patisse offers a variety 
of specialty teas along with its 

macaron flavors.
Sales associate Gabby Merrem said 

one of the most popular teas at the 
macaron boutique is the Violet Femme 
tea. The $3.19 tea is lavender-based and 
hand-blended with Assam, vanilla and 
bergamot with honey and sugar added 
by customer preference. The drink can 
also be ordered hot or iced and is a play 
on the ’80s band, the Violent Femmes.

“It’s our most popular tea besides the 
Earl Grey tea,” Merrem said. “Our most 
popular macarons are birthday cake 
and salted caramel.”

Aside from offering specialty teas 
with its 20 unique French macaron 
flavors, which are made fresh daily, 
the boutique also offers gelato pops 
in many distinctive flavors as well as 
Italian sodas. 

The boutique also offers catering. 
Customers can order macaron towers 
and customized macaron designs as 
well as party favors and dessert spreads 
for special events. 

C   risp in The Woodlands features 
an extensive brunch menu with 

popular cocktails—one of which is a 
unique take on the Moscow mule.

Owner Dave Dobbins said a pop-
ular brunch cocktail at the eatery is 
the Morning Mule. The $8 cocktail is 
made with Dripping Springs orange 
vodka, a splash of squeezed orange 
juice and Gosling’s ginger beer. The 
drink is garnished with an orange.

“All of our drinks here are hand-
crafted,” Dobbins said. “We’re a fam-
ily-owned and operated business.”

Brunch at Crisp is offered Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, and happy 
hour is offered Monday through Fri-
day from 3-7 p.m. and includes small 
plates and personal pizzas.

Aside from serving handcrafted 
cocktails, Crisp also has more than 
100 selected wines and seasonal 
craft brews from which customers 
can choose. Take out orders are also 
available at the eatery and can be 
picked up at the bar area after call-
ing ahead.

BY ABIGAIL LOOP

Macaron by Patisse 
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd.,  
The Woodlands 
713-965-7359                                             
www.macaronbypatisse.com 
Hours: Sun.-Wed. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.- 9:30 p.m., closed 
Thursday 

Crisp 
2520 Research Forest Drive,  
The Woodlands 
832-562-2520 
www.crispwoodlands.com 
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.- 
11 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
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The Linscomb & Williams Woodlands team.
(Left to right: J. Harold Williams, CPA/PFS, CFP®; Larry Napier, CPA ; 
Paul Vitale, CFP®; B. Craig Ivy, AIF®; Lauren Rich, CFP®, not pictured)

1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 200   The Woodlands, Texas 77380
281 841 0707    www.linscomb-williams.com

Linscomb & Williams is not an accounting firm.

WHAT ARE YOU AFRAID OF?
A CONVERSATION ABOUT PERFECTING YOUR ROADMAP
Q: Are most Americans comfortable with 
the direction of their wealth planning?
In our 45 years of meeting families 
who sit down for a “get-acquainted” 
conversation, we rarely meet people 
who are completely confident with their 
financial roadmap. Most families have at 
least a few issues that keep them awake 
at night and many describe themselves 
as “overwhelmed.” The surveys done by 
major financial companies confirm this: 
Even among Baby Boomers now retiring, 
more than 70 percent have doubts about 
whether they can sustain their lifestyle in 
retirement.

Q: What kind of things are “keeping them 
awake?”
Our firm’s Wealth Planning Committee 
is made up of professionals from 
multiple disciplines, including attorneys, 
CPAs, CFA® charterholders and CFP® 
practitioners. We compiled a list during 
a recent meeting and asked our team 
to list these common concerns: Do we 
have enough? Will we have enough? 
Are we carrying too much debt? Can we 
trust the big banks, brokerage firms, and 
insurance companies? Are long-term 
health care costs a potential wipe-out for 

us? How do we draw down our retirement 
accounts without getting killed on taxes? 
These are a few we often hear.

Q: That’s a lot to worry about. Is there 
any good news there?
It was Yogi Berra who said, “If you don’t 
know where you are going, you’ll end up 
somewhere else.” There are a variety of 
things to worry about, but there is really 
a single answer for each – develop a 
solid plan and roadmap. If you cannot do 
it alone, get help from someone you can 
trust. The good news? Imagine the peace 
of mind from having a well-conceived 
strategy that has addressed all these 
important concerns.

Q: So you can help?
Yes. Linscomb & Williams will design an 
individually tailored plan, specific to your 
situation and concerns. We have the team 
of professionals to offer that, and execute 
it without the conflict of selling financial 
products. We are ready to talk and can 
meet you at our office right here in The 
Woodlands.
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BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady presents Bruce Cunningham the 2016 Hometown Hero award at the Celebration of Excellence Gala. 

I   n his 80 years, Bruce Cunningham has worn 
many hats: Grogan’s Mill Village Board Associa-

tion president, The Woodlands Cycling Club 
president, MUD No. 6 president, and founder of 
Aging In Place-The Woodlands. Most recently, 
Cunningham received the title of The Woodlands 
Hometown Hero 2016 for his dedication to the 
community he has called home for the past 29 years.

“[Cunningham] is an inspiration to those of 
us who work with him on his many and varied 
projects in The Woodlands,” said Helen Bostock, 
Aging in Place-The Woodlands board of directors 
member. “The key to his success in the community 
is [his ability to] recognize the need for a given 
project and find the right people to bring the proj-
ect into reality.” 

Growing up with his father in the Marine Corps, 
Cunningham started his journey in New York City 
but would go on to attend 10 different schools by 
the time he graduated from college. With an exten-
sive career working for nearly every major airline, 
Cunningham has worked in 42 countries and spent 
15 years living overseas. 

During the 1970s, Cunningham was appointed by 
President Gerald Ford to be director of the Bureau 
of Operating Rights for the Civil Aeronautics Board; 
he was reappointed by President Jimmy Carter after 
he took office in 1977. 

Employment with Continental Airlines brought 
Cunningham to The Woodlands in 1987, and he 
started his own consulting business shortly there-
after. He was instrumental in establishing the Gro-
gan’s Mill farmers market as well as getting “Share 
the road” traffic signs placed along thoroughfares 
in The Woodlands.

“When I was president of the GMVA, we were 
very concerned that the Grogan’s Mill Shopping 
Center would fail,” Cunningham said. “So we set 
up the market in 2008 with about a dozen vendors, 
and we now average about 40 vendors and on 

Bruce Cunningham
Longtime resident recognized 
for extensive contributions to 
The Woodlands community

PEOPLE 

some weekends we even get 50. It just keeps grow-
ing, and we’ve made it more of an event now rather 
than just a market.” 

Cunningham said he is passionate about water 
conservation and taking care of Montgomery Coun-
ty’s growing elderly population. He retired in 2011 
at age 75 with his wife of 56 years and a legacy of 
four children and six grandchildren. 

In his time as a resident of The Woodlands, Cun-
ningham said he has witnessed a transformation 
in the master-planned community that he said is 
deviating from George Mitchell’s vision.  

“Things started changing and we started seeing 
curbs and gutters and changes in the way the land 
was allowed to be developed,” he said. “There 
became new and different standards for Town 
Center, East Shore and Creekside [Park]. In each 
instance, you can see how the standards have dete-
riorated with fewer trees and closer spacing.”  

Recent additions to Cunningham’s lengthy 
resume include membership on the Friends of the 
Library board of directors, a seat on the finance 
committee of his church, Sts. Simon and Jude, and 
service as a mentor at local schools. 

The project he is most devoted to these days is 
Aging In Place-The Woodlands, an organization 
that strives to bring resources and connections to 
the growing senior population of The Woodlands. 

“We have a tsunami of people growing older, and 
the government’s not going to be able to take care 
of all of them,” Cunningham said. “Social Security 
was set up originally to take effect at age 65 in Ger-
many because in the 1880s-’90s, almost everybody 
was dead by the age of 63. Today, the average man 
lives to be 78 and the average woman lives to be 82. 
We just can’t afford it now.” 

Cunningham said he believes his devotion to The 
Woodlands community can be attributed to where 
he finds himself in late psychologist Abraham 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs.

“We cannot take care of problems ourselves, but 
we also can’t rely on the government to solve all of 
our problems for us,” he said. “So we need commu-
nity organizations of all sorts to pick up the slack 
and fill the voids for the future. I guess I fall in 
the transcendence level of Maslow’s Hierarchy of 
Needs, which is a desire to help others in the future 
after you’ve left this world.” 
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Conroe resident Bonnie Busbee has volunteered at the local Salvation 
Army kitchen nearly every Wednesday for about three decades.

Bonnie Busbee
Salvation Army volunteer has fed homeless for years

B onnie Busbee, a 39-year 
resident of Conroe, has 

been volunteering in the city’s 
Salvation Army kitchen for  
28 years. 

“It’s just something I do,” 
Busbee said. “I’m going to do 
it until I can’t. It’s just a really 
good feeling.”

Busbee is a mother of two 
children who formerly worked 
full-time in real estate. Now 
she works part-time in addi-
tion to volunteering. 

“I always wanted to [get 
involved], but once my last 
child went off to college, I 
thought, ‘Now is the time 
to do it,’ so I did it,” Busbee 
said. 

Nearly every Wednesday, 
Busbee and a handful of 
other women from Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church pre-
pare and serve food for the 
homeless. 

“Our church has always 
worked with the Salvation 
Army because they also take 
care of people,” Busbee said. 
“A lady named Mrs. Friend is 
the one [who] got this thing 
started probably about  
30 years ago. She went to 
all the churches and got the 
people started on it. So when 
I came, I worked with them 
probably about a year and a 
half before I took over.”

The Salvation Army in 
Conroe provides overnight 
lodging quarters for homeless 
individuals in Montgomery 

County. On any given night, 
about 75 people can comfort-
ably fit in the bunks provided, 
shelter Manager David Jenett 
said. 

“They’re out to help people, 
and it’s a Christian-type atmo-
sphere,” Busbee said. “I like 
that, and the people down 
here, when we’re doing the 
soup kitchen, are very nice to 
our people.”

When there is inclement 
weather in the area, the Con-
roe location is equipped with 
extra mattresses to welcome 
additional people inside. 
Busbee said kitchen volun-
teers have served close to 800 
people when major rainfall 
events occurred in the area.

At Sacred Heart, church 
members are invited to donate 
food and money on a regular 
basis so Busbee can feed all 
who request a meal. 

“I’ve been told we serve 
the best food because we 
really do have a pretty good 
budget,” Busbee said. “I 
know some of the other 
churches can only give 
[clients] one plate. We [serve] 
four weeks out of the month, 
and if there’s a fifth Wednes-
day, Pilgrims [Rest] Baptist 
Church comes in and does it 
because they can only do it 
once every so often.”

Although the kitchen is 
open for those in need of 
a meal, not everyone who 
dines at the Salvation Army is 

homeless, Busbee said. 
“There’s a handful that 

might come for the social 
end of it,” Busbee said. “We 
have those that come in and 
keep on going. And then we 
have those who come here 
and, depending on what we 
serve, they pull out their 
phone and call their buddy 
[to join them]. It’s just kind of 
a supplement to their income 
for the most part.”

A new facility is under con-
struction to supplement Con-
roe’s Salvation Army, where a 
new kitchen will be housed. 
Busbee said she has seen the 
number of mouths to feed 
fluctuate during her years of 
volunteering. However, as 
Montgomery County’s popu-
lation continues to grow, the 
need for the Salvation Army’s 
assistance has increased.

“We’re looking forward to 
our new kitchen,” Busbee 
said. “We used to serve quite 
a few people—sometimes up 
to 400. What’s happened in 
the last few years is there’s 
other places now feeding 
them breakfast and they can 
stay in the building, whereas 
here I think they have to 
be out by a certain time to 
go look for a job, which is 
good.”

Busbee said she hopes to 
see the homeless population 
decrease in Montgomery 
County in the future. She also 
said she encourages more 

BY BETH MARSHALLPEOPLE

Salvation Army-Conroe

304 Avenue E, Conroe
936-760-2440
www.salvationarmyhouston.
org/conroe
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
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HOW THE SALVATION 
ARMY HELPS
The Salvation Army in 
Montgomery County assists 
those in need in the community 
by offering the following services:

• Church programs
• Drug and alcohol rehabilitation
• The Landing teen ministry 
• Social services
• Overnight lodging for the 

homeless
• Boys and Girls Club
• Senior programs
• Disaster relief and emergency 

response
• Christmas assistance
• Angel Tree program
• Red Kettle campaign

People can help the Salvation 
Army by:

• Making a monetary donation

• Volunteering

• Donating clothing, furniture or 
appliances 

• Donating food

• Donating stocks

HOW CAN THE  
COMMUNITY HELP?
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Community 
Impact Newspaper 
launched a new 

philanthropic mission in 2016: CI 
Cares seeks to aid citizens in our 
communities affected by hunger 
and poverty in order to give them a 
chance to thrive. The organizations 
featured in this section reflect that 
mission.

people in the community to 
get involved with the Salva-
tion Army

“Hopefully, we won’t see so 
many clients, but right now 
they need our help,” Busbee 
said. 

Sign up for Smart911

A free service:
Provided by your community

Private and secure:
You control your information

Saves time in 
an emergency:
When seconds count

info@mc911.org
936-523-5911
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1: Vice President Sheila 
Greaver (left) and CEO and 
President MG Tindall are in 
search of a new home for 
Panther Creek Inspiration 
Ranch after it suffered 
extensive flood damage.  
2: The nonprofit uses equine 
therapy to work with children 
who have special needs. 3: 
The ranch maintains a rider-to-
volunteer ratio of 1 to 4. 

Panther Creek Inspiration 
Ranch 

25902 Glen Loch Drive, Spring 

281-719-9322

www.pciranch.org

1

2 3

Upcoming events:

Nov. 22 Kendra Scott Gives Back 
Party 
6-8 p.m. • Free admission
Twenty percent of all proceeds will 
benefit Panther Creek Inspiration 
Ranch. 
Kendra Scott, 9595 Six Pines Drive, 
Ste. 960, The Woodlands 
281-719-9322
www.pciranch.org

Dec. 7 Christmas in The Woods 

5-8 p.m. • $25 per person 
This inaugural open house will 
include Christmas decorations, 
a cocktail party and holiday 
shopping. 
61 Carlton Woods Drive, 
The Woodlands. 
281-719-9322
www.pciranch.org

SAWDUST RD.
GLEN LOCH DR.

N

Panther Creek Inspiration Ranch
Equine therapy center looking for new home after floods

P   anther Creek Inspira-
tion Ranch is in search 

of a new place to call home 
after repeated flooding forced 
the organization to evacuate 
its property 10 times in the 
past two years. 

Inspiration Ranch, a local 
nonprofit that opened in The 
Woodlands in 2006, is a Profes-
sional Association of Therapeu-
tic Horsemanship International 
premier accredited center that 
provides equine therapy for 
children and young adults with 
special needs.  

During the spring floods 
that saturated Montgomery 
County earlier this year, the 
15-acre ranch was submerged 
under 3-10 feet of floodwater. 
The organization was forced 
to stop lessons for eight weeks 
and is still recovering from 
flood damage months later. 

“We’re looking for higher 
and dryer land, but we won’t 
go far—The Woodlands is 
home for us,” CEO and Pres-
ident MG Tindall said. “We’ll 
definitely stay in Montgomery 
County, but we’re looking 
to add additional land to 
enhance our programs. We’re 
excited about the potential 
this has for us.” 

Although no location or 
time frame for the move has 
been identified, the nonprof-
it’s leaders said the transition 
will not affect riders. 

The ranch has 67 riders 
with a range of 27 different 

diagnoses—everything from 
Attention Defecit Hyperactivity 
Disorder and autism to cerebral 
palsy and Down syndrome. 
The nonprofit also works with 
homeless youth and human 
trafficking victims through 
partnerships with Montgomery 
County Youth Services and 
Redeemed Ministries.

“There are many reasons 
why somebody might find 
themselves here; their story 
starts long before they reach 
our gates,” Vice President 
Sheila Greaver said.

THERAPY DETAILS

The ranch maintains a 
rider-to-volunteer ratio of 1 to 
4. With safety as the primary 
concern, the nonprofit relies 
on 150 volunteers each week. 

“The walk and stride of a 
horse is the only thing that 
closely mimics or replicates 
the walk of a human,” 
Greaver said. “So when you’re 
trying to teach a child how 
to walk, [equine therapy] is a 
great way to engage muscle 
memory. It’s a perfect storm of 
opportunity and strength.” 

Equine therapy also boasts 
sensory awareness, focus and 
engagement.

With only one horse 
allowed per acre of prop-
erty, Inspiration Ranch is 
careful not to overwork its 
15-horse herd. Ranch policy 
limits horses to three rides 
per day. By contrast, Path 

International allows horses to 
be ridden five times per day. 

Due to the limitations of its 
property and the specializa-
tion of the organization’s ser-
vice, Inspiration Ranch has 
a waitlist of 25 students that 
has seen prospective students 
wait from six to 18 months. 

“We can’t keep up with the 
demand,” Tindall said. “The 
hardest part of what we do is 
telling families that they have 
to wait. It’s heartbreaking to 
tell someone, ‘This will help 
your child, but you have to 
wait to get in.’” 

Tindall said she hopes the 
new location will eliminate or 
at least reduce the length of 
the waitlist. Inspiration Ranch 
officials also hope to open a 
family life center at the new 
location to serve as a source of 
support for families of riders. 

Every time a rider gets in 
the saddle, it costs the non-
profit $215. However, through 
scholarships, sponsorships, 
grant funding and corporate 
partnerships, the maximum 
amount Inspiration Ranch 
charges a parent is $50. 

“Each of our therapeutic rid-
ing instructors works diligently 
with the parents and the child’s 
doctor,” Greaver said. “Collec-
tively, they all pull together 
and work through what the 
challenges are at home or 
what they’re struggling with at 
school—so we’re always work-
ing toward the next goal.”

BY HANNAH ZEDAKERNONPROFIT 

MAKING MEMORIES 
THAT LAST A LIFETIME

GE Run Thru the Woods is a 
Thanksgiving morning tradition at 
the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
in The Woodlands Town Center.  

REGISTER SOON TO SAVE.  
runthruthewoods.org.

All boys and girls are invited to enjoy a memorable 
time with Santa and holiday activities. Be sure to 
bring your camera to snap a photo with Santa.

Saturday, December 3 
9 am-12 pm
Shadowbend location

Join The Woodlands Family YMCA for  
our holiday traditions: 
GE RUN THRU THE WOODS &
PICTURES WITH SANTA

YMCA Mission: To put Judeo-Christian principles into practice through programs
that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all. Everyone is welcome.
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L    ocal artist Michael Schwarcz makes a living as a 
framer at Aaron Brothers Art and Framing in 

Market Street and paints in his spare time. 
Schwarcz was born in Sweden and moved with his 

family to California at the age of 5. He and his wife, 
Cheri, moved to The Woodlands in 2010. 

Schwarcz, a self-taught artist, said he has enjoyed paint-
ing for as long as he can remember. However, he began 
dedicating significantly more time to the craft three years 
ago when he turned a room in his house into a studio. 

“Now that I’ve got the studio, I [paint almost] every 
day, which is really helpful,” Schwarcz said. “That’s the 
key to the whole thing is just getting going on a daily 
basis. If you can do that, you’ll develop quickly, I think.”

Cars have been a common theme in many of 
Schwarcz’s paintings. More recently, he has turned his 
focus to landscapes to practice incorporating clouds in 
his paintings. 

“I’ve always been kind of a car guy,” Schwarcz said. 
“I have an old ’65 [Plymouth Valiant convertible] sitting 
out in the garage. I’ve had it for 10 years, [and] I’ve been 
working on it for 10 years.”

In his home, Schwarcz has his artwork hanging in 
every room. Woodlands-area residents will have an 
opportunity to view and purchase his work during a two-
day open house set to take place Dec. 3-4. 

“I get to the point where I’ve got no more walls to hang 
new stuff,” Schwarcz said. 

The artist said he tries not to rely on photographs 
when he paints. Typically, he will come up with an idea 
in his mind and go from there, he said. 

Although being an artist has never been a full-time 
job, Schwarcz said he hopes to dedicate more time to his 
art when he retires in two years.

“I have no interest or curiosity about much more at 
this stage of my life,” Schwarcz said. “I have a lot of 
curiosity about conveying [art], taking it from here and 
putting it on the canvas. That’s what I want to do.”

BY BETH MARSHALL

1: Michael Schwarcz works on a car painting in his home studio. 2: 
Schwarcz will sell his artwork from his home in December during 
a public open house. 3: When Schwarcz lived in the Santa Monica 
area, he drew inspiration from local attractions like the pier.  

Artist open house

Michael Schwarcz will showcase his art in his home during an open 
house event that is open to the 
public.

Dec. 3-4 
Noon-4 p.m.  
49 Country Forest Court,  
The Woodlands  
www.michaelschwarcz.com

Michael Schwarcz
Self-taught artist hones his skills

SAWDUST  RD.

GROGANS MILL RD.
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Patten Pool Repair
LICENSED & INSURED

OUR WORK SPEAKS

FOR ITSELF

SINCE 1982

REPAIRS
WEEKLY

MAINTENANCE
REMODELING 

TILE CLEANING
ACID WASH

DECK OVERLAYS 

281-367-7796
WWW.PATTENPOOL.COM

LET US TAKE CARE OF IT

2014 & 2015 ANGIE’S LIST
SUPER SERVICE AWARD WINNER

your pool!
St� t 

                enjoying

20% OFF
FILTER CLEANS

IN NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, 
AND JANUARY.
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marthaturner.com  |  281.367.7637
Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

CONROE 
Bennet Lane | $1.3+mil 
5/5.5 - ±5,026 sf 
Jeff Paul Custom Homes  
Kelly McDonald | 713.558.9200

SPRING 
Ginger Trace Drive | $210s 
4/2 - ±1,936 sf  
recent upgrades | no carpet 
Tina Cardenas | 281.825.2453

LAKE CONROE
Harbor Breeze Drive | $1.4+mil 
5-6/5.5+ - ±8,951 sf
custom home with lake views
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

GROGANS POINT 
Breezin Court | $340s 
2/2 - ±2,418 sf 
desirable 1-story | open plan   
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

CONROE 
Bennet Lane | $1.2+mil 
5/5.5 - ±5,648 sf 
Tommy Bailey Custom Home   
Monica Brashear | 713.558.9200

GROGANS POINT 
Red Sable Place | $940s 
5/4.5+ - ±5,415 sf 
sprawling classic | master down   
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

MONTGOMERY 
Eagle Pointe | $1.8+mil 
5/5.5+ - ±5,936 sf 
Woodforest | ±1 acre | golf course  
Jenny Overstreet | 713.530.7611

MAGNOLIA 
Overbrook Lane | $880s 
4/3.5 - ±5,161 sf 
waterfront home in Old Mill Lake  
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

Upgrade your lifestyle 

with Terrata Homes at Magnolia Reserve.

At Terrata Homes, we believe living is in the details, so we build 
more into your home. Our stunning details, breathtaking views 
and spacious floor plans at Magnolia Reserve combine to create 
practical and functional homes that fit your lifestyle. 

The Albany  |  From the $350s
1 Story  •  2,603 sq. ft.
4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

The Kingston  |  From the $410s
1 Story  •  3,355 sq. ft.
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

The Rochester  |  From the $470s
2 Story  •  3,908 sq. ft.
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

The Canton  |  From the $390s
2 Story  •  3,009 sq. ft. 
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

The Lancaster  | From the $430s
2 Story  •  3,616 sq. ft.
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

The Scranton  |  From the $460s
1 Story  •  4,096 sq. ft.
4 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths, 2 Half Baths

*Homes pictured may not be available at the lowest advertised price.  
Additional financing options are available. Qualifications do apply. Terrata Homes is part 
of the LGI Homes family of brands. For more information, call today.

TerrataHomes.com/MagnoliaReserve

Magnolia Reserve

Now Selling - Call Today!
888-864-1370 ext 961

Half Acre Lot!

Half Acre Lot!

Half Acre Lot!

Half Acre Lot!

Half Acre Lot!

Half Acre Lot!
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63 ASK A TECHNICIAN
Q&A with home maintenance experts

64 REAL ESTATE UPDATES
New homes available

66 FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD
EAST SHORE, 77380

67 FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD
NEARBY DEVELOPMENT, AMENITIES

69 COMMERCIAL DATA
RETAIL SPACE, THIRD QUARTER 2016

70 COMMERCIAL LISTINGS
FEATURED LISTINGS OF ACTIVE 
PROPERTIES

REAL ESTATE REPORT
Local real estate tips, neighborhood spotlight, residential and 
commercial listings, and commercial trends

INSIDE 
THIS SECTION

THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park
Convenient to the New Village Center
281-516-0899

Coronet Ridge - Limited Home Sites Remain!
From the low $700s
The Estates at Blairs Way
Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands!
From the upper $800s

NORTH HOUSTON
Woodson’s Reserve
Located on the Grand Parkway! Conroe ISD:
New On-Site High School Under Construction!

Executive Collection
Premier Access to the Grand Parkway!
From the mid-$400s • 281-907-6188
Estate Collection
Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

NorthGrove at Spring Creek
Amenity Center Coming Soon! Magnolia ISD
281-252-0022

Executive Collection
Quick Delivery Homes Available!
From the mid-$400s
Estate Collection - Gated Home Sites Available!
From the low $500s

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confi rm applicable features. This is not an o� ering where prohibited by law.

Unparalleled Luxury.   
Unbelievable Locations.

Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for info today!

Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!
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®

®heritagetexas.com

VINTAGE PARK n 281.440.1221

THE WOODLANDS n 936.447.9625

OUR MOST IMPORTANT CLIENT IS YOU.

Whether buying or selling, we treat every client like our only client.

Wherever life takes you, ask us for the world.

CARLTON WOODS
94 MEDITERRA WAY  |  $3,795,000

GLEANNLOCH FARMS
1106 CRICKLEWOOD  |  $330,000

THE WOODLANDS
131 N. SAGE SPARROW CIR.  |  $700,000

IMPERIAL OAKS PARK 16
3403 DURANGO CANYON  |  $265,000

THE WOODLANDS
78 HAMLIN LAKE |  $440,000

THE WOODLANDS
94 CEZANNE WOODS  |  $500,000

ESTATES AT CREEKS END
19519 BRITTANY CREEK  |  $300,000

THE WOODLANDS
10 SATINLEAF PL.  |  $550,000
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What should be examined when 
installing a fireplace in a home?
There are several different types of 
fireplaces available that can be added 
to an existing house. You have your 
traditional wood-burning fireplace, 
then you have a wood-burning fire-
place with a gas starter so you can use 
the gas to start the wood on fire, or 
burn vented gas logs. There are also 
direct vent fireplaces that are strictly 
gas-burning, and they have a solid 
piece of glass across the front. 

Once you know which type of fire-
place you are going to install, you want 
to make sure that you have the space 
to accommodate the size fireplace 
that you want. You need to take into 
consideration how the house breathes. 
If a home is sealed too tightly, you 
may have problems with your fireplace 

venting correctly and end up with 
smoke, carbon monoxide and soot 
inside the house.

What should be done to ensure a 
fireplace is safe?
Since the vast majority of fireplaces 
today are [prefabricated], the most 
important thing is to make sure that 
the firebox and flue system follow the 
required clearance to combustibles. If 
you have the metal firebox or flue sys-
tem too close to combustible framing 
materials, they could actually dry out 
over a period of time and usage. 

Additionally, you need to look at a 
fireplace like this: It is the only place 
in your house where you intentionally 
set a rip-roaring blaze, so you want to 
make sure all of the components of the 
fireplace stay in good working order. 

Local technicians answer questions about trends and offer tips to homebuyers and sellers 
considering buying or selling a home in or around The Woodlands.

ASK A TECHNICIANREAL ESTATE

Brent Gary
Cunningham Gas Products
www.cunninghamliving.com

COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP ADDING A FIREPLACE TO AN EXISTING HOME

Cost: A traditional brick hearth and mantel 
can cost up to $30,000, making a fireplace a 
considerable investment. However, according 
to the National Association of Realtors, almost 
40 percent of homebuyers said they would pay 
extra for a house with at least one fireplace.

Location: To maximize enjoyment and value, 
a fireplace should be out in the family room or 
kitchen. For smaller easy-to-heat rooms, such 

as an office or bedroom, a small gas fireplace 
is recommended.

Ventilation: To prevent heated air from being 
pulled out of rooms, fireplaces should be 
equipped with an energy-efficient glass door 
and have an exterior venting system. 
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When adding a fireplace to a home, there are a variety of things to consider and evaluate before 
starting a fireplace project.

1

2

3

VISUAL COMFORT & CO.

Dress Up Your Home For The Holidays 
Illuminate your holiday gatherings and enhance 
any room all year round with lighting from  
Anthology Lighting. Choose from our  
incredible selection of chandeliers, wall  
lights, pendants, table and floor lamps  
to add a festive glow to your celebrations.  
We also carry home accents and  
accessories, and ceiling fans.

Niermann Weeks Lyon Chandelier 
in Antique Gild Finish with Clear Glass.

Ask about our 
Lamp Repair Service. 

Magnolia   32411 FM 2978, Suite A   281-298-5200      
                  AnthologyLighting.com    Follow us on Facebook  

All you need is LIGHT.
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UPDATESREAL ESTATE New home communities 

South Montgomery County is home to several new residential real estate developments. These communities are new neighborhoods under construction 
with homes either for sale or soon to be available for purchase.

281-516-0899

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 4,000-5,528
Home price: $700,000+
Amenities: golf course, hike and bike trails, 
picnic areas
School districts: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

9   Honeycomb Ridge-The Woodlands
www.honeycombridge.com
713-632-2957

Builder: First Stone Homes
Square footage: 4,300 sq. ft.+
Home price range: $900,000+
Amenities: Shopping centers, schools, 
nature trails
School districts: Conroe ISD (Lamar 
Elementary School, Wilkerson Intermediate 
School, Knox Junior High School, The 
Woodlands College Park High School)

10  Bender’s Landing Estates
www.benderslandingestates.com

Builders: Gallery Custom Homes, Lewis 
Custom Homes, Partners in Building
Square footage: 2,967-6,338
Home price: $500,000-$1.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails, 
playground
School districts: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak Ridge 
North High School)

11  Lily
www.gracepointhomes.com
281-681-0400

Builders: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 2,300-3,000
Home price: $400,000-$500,000
Amenities: gated community, parks, 
shopping centers
School districts: Conroe ISD (Lamar 
Elementary School, Wilkerson Intermediate 
School, Knox Junior High School, College 
Park High School)

12  Stillwater
www.stillwatertx.com
936-273-9905

Builders: Darling Homes, Gracepoint 
Homes, Jeff Paul, TD Cox, Tommy Bailey
Square footage: 2,221-5,350
Home price range: $370,000-$1 million+
Amenities: walking trails, shopping and 
dining options
School districts: Conroe ISD (Powell 
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate 
School, McCullough Junior High School, 
The Woodlands High School)

13  Harper’s Preserve
www.harperspreserve.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, 
Drees Custom Homes, Highland Homes, 

Amenities: playgrounds, trail systems, 
community pond, dog park
School districts: Conroe ISD (Snyder 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Grand 
Oaks High School)

6   Wooded Overlook
www.darlinghomes.com

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,000-4,500
Home price: $580,000-$830,000
Amenities: parks, pools, George Mitchell 
Nature Preserve, shopping center
School districts: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

7  Lakes at Creekside
www.lakesatcreekside.com
281-376-1500

Builders: M/I Homes, Trendmaker Homes, 
Village Builders
Square footage: 2,752-4,927
Home price range: $370,000-$1 million
Amenities: hike and bath paths, splash 
pad, lakes, shopping center
School districts: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Creekside Park Junior 
High School, Tomball High School)

8   Coronet Ridge
www.tollbrothers.com

1   Falls at Imperial Oaks
www.fallsatimperialoaks.com
832-813-7170

Builders: David Weekly Homes, Lennar, 
Partners in Building, Ryland Homes, Village 
Builders
Square footage: 1,800-4,500
Home price range: $180,000-$700,000
Amenities: hiking trails, swimming pools, 
parks, nature trails, dog park
School districts: Conroe ISD (Birnham 
Woods Elementary School, Cox 
Intermediate School, York Junior High 
School, Oak Ridge High School)

2   Harmony 
www.harmony-houston.com
936-447-2805

Builders: Ashton Woods, CastleRock 
Communities, Darling Homes, Highland 
Homes, Perry Homes, Shea Homes, Taylor 
Morrison, Village Builders, Westin Homes 
Square footage: 1,900-4,150
Home price range: $220,000-$600,000+
Amenities: Spring Creek Greenway, parks 
and playgrounds, hiking trails, Barefoot 
Park, The Thicket Recreation Center
School districts: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School and Oak 
Ridge North High School)

3  Lakeside Cove
www.gracepointhomes.com
832-764-0006

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,000+
Home price range: $670,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, walking trails, golf 
course
School districts: Conroe ISD (Hailey 
Elementary School, Knox Junior High 
School, Wilkerson Intermediate School, The 
Woodlands College Park High School)

4   Preserve at Northampton
www.calatlantichomes.com
281-257-4450

Builders: CalAtlantic Homes
Square footage: 1,740-4,228
Home price range: $200,000-$400,000
Amenities: swimming pool, playgrounds, 
walking trails, shopping centers
School districts: Klein ISD (Northampton 
Elementary School, Krimmel Intermediate 
School, Klein Oak High School)

5   Woodson’s Reserve
www.woodsonsreserve.com
281-353-2979

Builders: Meritage Homes, Perry Homes, 
Taylor Morrison, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 2,500-6,000
Home price range:  $350,000-$1 million

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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 COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

JACOB’S RESERVE

The community is nestled near W.G. Jones 

State Park off of FM 1488 near The 

Woodlands. The neighborhood features an 

exclusive swimming pool, recreational area, 

full playground and park area. A private lake 

with a lighted fountain and forest views is also 

available for residents. The neighborhood 

is an estimated 10 minutes from I-45 and 20 

minutes from Town Center in The Woodlands. 

 

Home designs include curved staircases, 

family room with a  fireplace, granite 

countertops, private backyards and open 

floor plans with high ceilings.

Builders: D.R. Horton

Starting price range: $273,990-$345,990

Square footage: 2,043-3,337

Schools: Conroe ISD (Sally K. Ride 

Elementary School, Collins Intermediate 

School, Knox Junior High School, College 

Park High School)

Anticipated completion: TBA

Gehan Homes, J. Patrick Homes, Plantation 
Homes
Square footage: 2,221-5,350
Home price range: $260,000-$800,000
Amenities: swimming pool, playgrounds, 
lake and park areas 
School districts:: Conroe ISD (Oak Ridge 
Elementary School, Dolly Vogel 
Intermediate School, Irons Junior High 
School, Oak Ridge North High School)

14  Wright’s Landing
www.gracepointhomes.com/spring-texas-
wrights-landing
281-681-0400

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 2,055-2,933
Home price range: $240,000-$314,426
Amenities: Old Town Spring, splash pad, 
open play area, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak Ridge 
High School)

15  The Estates at Blair’s Way 
www.tollbrothers.com
281-516- 0899

Builder: Toll Brothers 
Square footage: 3,900-5,700 
Home price range: $860,000-$1 million+ 
Amenities: parks, George Mitchell Nature 
Preserve, lakes, YMCA 

School districts: Tomball ISD (Creekside 
Elementary School, Tomball Intermediate 
School, Tomball Junior High School, Tomball 
High School)

16  Foster’s Ridge 
www.drhorton.com
936-321-5550

Builders: D.R. Horton
Square footage: 1,650-4,277
Home price range: $225,990-$678,990
Amenities: W.G. Jones State Forest, 
recreational center, swimming pool 
School districts: Conroe ISD (Bush 
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate 
School, McCullough Junior High School, 
The Woodlands High School)

17  Jaden Oaks 
www.darlinghomes.com
281-651-1888

Builder: Darling Homes
Square footage: 3,337-4,389
Home price range: $588,990+
Amenities: aquatic center, parks, 
basketball and tennis courts
School districts: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)
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281-979-9686

www.drhorton.com
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I AM > 62
I am  

adventurous.

All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, 
programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not to 
scale, all dimensions are approximate and are intended to represent an artist’s depiction only of the existing and/or planned elements of Bonterra  at Woodforest Community’s 
current proposed development concepts. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or amenities 
are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior 
registration is required or if void by law. Bonterra at Woodforest is an age-qualified Community intended for permanent occupancy of each household by at least one resident 
at least 55 or older under applicable state and federal laws, as well as the Community’s Declaration and no one under 19 in permanent residency. Please see a Taylor 
Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © November 2016, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

BonterraTX.com
New Homes Mid $200s –$400s

Created for zealous men and women 55 and 
greater, Bonterra’s exciting amenities and activities make 

it fun and easy to live life vibrantly. Escape the ordinary 
and live greater than your age at Bonterra.

CLUBHOUSE NOW OPEN  •  ENJOY 55+ LIVING!

Contact Us: 281.780.4652  
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

BONWF-142 November Community Impact 9.1837x5.5416_MECH.indd   1 10/21/16   1:35 PM
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4 bedroom / 4.5 bath 3,812 sq. ft. $1,175,000 
Ellen Squires 281-813-3506 
Texas Home Group, REALTORS

3 bedroom / 3.5 bath 3,691 sq. ft. $1,298,000 
Pippa Mac McLennan 281-620-4899 
Keller Williams Realty Conroe/Lake Conroe

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

East Shore is a 169-acre enclave on the edge of 
Lake Woodlands and is known as the Garden 
District of Town Center. The neighborhood 
combines modern living with old-world 
architecture with a variety of townhomes,  
condos and family homes.

Square footage: 2,429-8,700

Home values: $544,000-$5.4 million

Amenities: walking and jogging trails, Lake 
Woodlands

Schools: Conroe ISD (Glen Loch Elementary 
School, Collins Intermediate School, 
McCullough Junior High School, The 
Woodlands High School)

Property taxes (in dollars):

Montgomery County  0.4767
Montgomery County Hospital  0.0725
Lone Star College   0.1081
Montgomery County MUD  No. 6  0.0750
Conroe ISD   1.2800
The Woodlands Township  0.2500 

Total (per $100 valuation) 2.2623

$1,071,320

EAST SHORE, 77380 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$313.77$25,549 103

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 10/26/16

20 3

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by Haley Garcia
Heritage Texas Properties • www.heritagetexas.com

3 bedroom / 3.5 bath 2,439 sq. ft. $749,900 
Agent: Michael Seder 281-602-8820 
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

3 bedroom / 4.5 bath 4,886 sq. ft. $1,579,000 
Haley Garcia 281-701-6174
Heritage Texas Properties-The Woodlands 

130 Gateway Park Place

2518 Lake Front Circle

81 N. Bay Blvd.

34 Jetty Point Drive

REAL ESTATE

ON THE MARKET  (OCTOBER 2016)
Number of homes for sale/average days on the market

Price range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 11/47 - - - 4/76 5/62 10/37

$150,000-$199,999 13/60 9/49 - 2/34 27/53 42/49 15/79

$200,000-$299,999 28/56 41/78 38/64 40/86 60/57 142/55 65/68

$300,000-$399,999 11/66 36/53 47/54 60/72 40/14 94/73 62/87

$400,000-$499,999 8/59 21/96 39/67 23/92 7/284 41/99 36/120

$500,000-$599,999 6/39 22/63 22/105 21/182 7/41 24/106 31/122

$600,000-$799,999 17/90 20/95 43/104 24/98 4/110 26/111 35/117

$800,000-$999,999 17/64 9/65 18/73 8/97 - 18/118 25/116

$1 million + 34/163 14/89 52/162 5/161 - 11/94 57/147

MARKET DATA

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

-

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD  OCT 2015 VS.  OCT 2016

-4.14%

+33%
-8%

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

N

45

1488

-40% -3.5%

+16%

-4.2%

THE WOODLANDS
70 Wooded Park Pl. | $675,000

THE WOODLANDS
3 S. Dulcet Hollow Cir. | $525,000

HALEY GARCIA | Broker Associate | 281.701.6174 | haley@haleygarcia.com 
heritagetexas.com

NORTHAMPTON FOREST
23414 Wellington Court Blvd. | $399,900
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NEARBY DEVELOPMENTLOCAL  AMENITIES

MARKET STREET

FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

ONE LAKES EDGE  
APARTMENTS
Number of units: 390

Square footage: 679-1,668

Unit features*: 

• Gourmet kitchens
• Luxury baths
• Full-size washer and dryer
• 10- to 12-foot ceilings
• Wood floors
Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Sat. 
10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 1-6 p.m.

Listed one-bedroom starting price range: 

679 sq. ft.: $1,242
728-774 sq. ft.: $1,421
843 sq. ft.: $1,496-$1,854
889 sq. ft.: $1,696
909 sq. ft.: $1,742
925 sq. ft.: $1,792
928-972 sq. ft.: $1,742
Listed two-bedroom starting price range: 

1,167-1,177 sq. ft.: $2,129
1,177 sq. ft.: $2,188
1,177-1,234 sq. ft.: $2,267
1,185 sq. ft.: $2,179
1,236-1,289 sq. ft.: $2,392
1,254 sq. ft.: $2,383
1,365 sq. ft.: $2,658
1,634 sq. ft.: $3,213
Listed three-bedroom starting price range:

1,645 sq. ft.: $3,609-$3,975
1,668 sq. ft.: $4,110
*All features vary by unit

1950 Hughes Landing Blvd.,  
The Woodlands

832-403-2498

www.onelakesedge.com

LAKE FRONT CIR.HUGHES LANDING CIR.LAKE W
OODLANDS DR.

G
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N
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 M

ILL R
D

.N

Market Street features some of the following 
businesses at 9595 Six Pines Drive:

• Aaron Brothers Art & Framing
• Ann Taylor
• Bella Rinova Day Spa
• Calypso St. Barth
• Club Monaco
• Grotto
• kate spade new york
• Tommy Bahama’s Restaurant and Bar
• Uni Sushi

Northshore Park is a 7-acre waterfront park 
with a playground, pavilion, volleyball courts and 
picnic tables. The park is also home to concerts 
and community events like the annual Dragon 
Boat Race throughout the year.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion opened 
in 1990 as a first-class performing arts facility. 
Musical guests at the outdoor amphitheater 
have included Frank Sinatra, Alabama and other 
well-known artists performing styles ranging 
from rock to classical, jazz to country and modern 
opera to contemporary American ballet.

UP to 10 weeks FREE

Models NOW OPEN
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Townhomes

With Private 1 & 2 Car Garages

281-245-0388 
25145 Panther Bend Court, 
The Woodlands, TX 77380

thetownhomesatwoodmillcreek.com
2330 FM 1488, Suite 200,
The Woodlands, TX 77384

For centuries, salt therapy has provided 
relief from asthma, bronchitis, allergies, 
eczema and many other breathing and 
skin conditions. The remedy is now in 
The Woodlands area. Salt Remedy 
is the salt therapy spa for children
and adults.

936-271-SALT (7258)
saltremedy.net

easier.Breathe
better.Feel

life.Enjoy

NOW
OPEN

Ask about our ½ o� 
grand opening specials.
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$1 BILLION
SOLD

ONE HOME AT A TIME

281-677-3567
kwwoodlands.com
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The amount of vacant retail space in The Woodlands has been on the rise since early 2016. 
However, there are still new retail spaces under construction in The Woodlands area, 
including six new buildings that total more than 235,000 square feet of combined space.

This chart shows the rental rate amounts per year for retail space in The Woodlands. This chart displays the amount of retail square footage leased per year in The Woodlands.

This chart shows the percentage of vacant retail space in The Woodlands  over five years. 
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Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
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$20/sf

$15/sf
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300,000

250 ,000

200,000

150,000

100,000

0

15,964,202
square feet of total retail space

$21.29/SF
average gross rental rate

485,006
square feet of unoccupied space

893
buildings in 

inventory

97%
occupancy rate

80,283
square feet leased in 

2016 YTD

235,137

6

square feet

buildings

UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

Market data provided by Caldwell Companies 
7904 N. Sam Houston Parkway, fourth floor

Houston, TX 77064
College Station | Houston | The Woodlands

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE The Woodlands Retail Space | Third quarter 2016 COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER STAFF

BY THE NUMBERS

SQUARE FEET LEASED

VACANCY RATE

RENTAL RATE

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. *nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings
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$21.29/SF Q3

80,283/SF Q3

3.0% Q3

VA • USDA • Jumbo  • Renovation • Pool • FHA • Construction • Bond • Manufactured • Condo • Relocation

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. Mortgage financing provided by PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company. Equal Housing Lender. © 2016 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital 
Company. PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company (NMLS: 13649) is a wholly owned subsidiary of a state-chartered bank and is an exempt lender in TX. V121013.

PrimeLendingHouston.com
888-PRIME-07
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*nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE Featured listings of active area properties COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER STAFF

FEATURED PROPERTIES FOR LEASE

Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost send property information and a photo to  
wdl@communityimpact.com. All listings will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

36,730 sq. ft.  Withheld
Brixmor Property Group  
Jodie Pearson 713-660-4300

9420 College Park Drive

1

4,609 sq. ft.  $32/sq. ft nnn* 
EDGE Realty Partners  
Joshua Jacobs 713-900-3000

8633 W. Rayford Road

3

4,025 sq. ft.  $24/sq. ft nnn* 
J. Beard Real Estate Company  
Jeff Beard, CCIM 281-367-2220

6875 FM 1488

5

3,000 sq. ft.  $31/sq. ft nnn* 
J. Beard Real Estate Company  
Jeff Beard, CCIM 281-367-2220

4223 Research Forest Drive

7

2,300 sq. ft.  Withheld
CBRE  
Linda Alequin 713-577-1600

314 Sawdust Road

2

4,800 sq. ft.  $28/sq. ft nnn* 
J. Beard Real Estate Company  
Jeff Beard, CCIM 281-367-2220

3091 College Park Drive

4

8,400 sq. ft.  $29.50/sq. ft nnn* 
J. Beard Real Estate Company  
Jeff Beard, CCIM 281-367-2220

2626 Research Forest Drive

6

6,440 sq. ft.  $32/sq. ft nnn* 
NAI Partners  
Jason Gaines 713-629-0500

2200 Rayford Road
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1400 Woodloch Forest Drive
Suite 140
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281.664.6644

LOOKING FOR LAND?
Caldwellcos.com HAS IT ALL.

With over 250 listings and unparalleled experience 
and expertise, count on Caldwell to meet and exceed 
all your commercial real estate needs.

OFFICE    n   INDUSTRIAL    n   LAND    n   RETAIL

November Community Impact Woodlands_MECH.indd   1 10/28/16   6:15 PM



DEALS THIS MONTH

FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS

We specialize in
• COOLING • HEATING • PLUMBING • PAINTING

TIME FOR A HEATING TUNE-UP

$69 Tune-Up
(Regular $89)LIMITED TIME ONLY!

Why Tune-up 
Your Heater?

PEACE 
OF MIND!

• SAVE ON UTILITIES
• SAVE ON REPAIRS

� x it Once. � x it Right. We Take Care of Your Air!

$25 OFF $25 OFF
Any Plumbing 

Service
Any Heating

Service
Not valid with other o
 ers. 

With coupon only. Expires 12/10/16
Not valid with other o
 ers. 

With coupon only. Expires 12/10/16

281-751-6234
BradburyPlumbers.com

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

Over 30 years of Professional Service

Beauti� l � nish. Every � me.

$50 OFF
Any Painting 

Service
Not valid with other o
 ers. 

With coupon only. Expires 12/10/16

281-806-9900
BradburyPainting.com

“I taught my boys to take care of  their 
customers like they take care of their Mother!”

Lic. No. MPL12929 Lic. No. TACLB33409E
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FREE ASSESSMENT 
TESTS

WAIVED 
REGISTRATION FEE

2 FREE LESSONS

Offers Expire on 12/31/2016

• Math & English tutoring for Grades PK-12

• Hands-on, active teaching

• Small class sizes

• Curriculum tailored to individual capabilities

• 75 min. tutoring session, once/week at <$30/session

ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

North Houston Locations
The Woodlands
375 Sawdust Rd.
Spring, TX 77380
832.422.9383

OTHER HOUSTON LOCATIONS:
Cypress-Copperfi eld

Eldridge Lakes

Katy-Cinco Ranch

Katy-Gaston

Sugar Land-
New Territory

Conroe
3600 FM 1488 Rd. Ste. 140
Conroe, TX, 77384.
936.333.6839

Give your child the best gift of a lifetime
bestinclasseducation.com

 

202 Sawdust Road #115 
Spring, TX 77380 

Behind HEB @ I45 and Sawdust Rd. 

281 298 5570 

 

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm;  Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm 

 

–

N A M A S T E  
Indian Restaurant  

Open daily for lunch buffet
11:00am-3:00pm

($10.99)

LUNCH BUFFETT - DINNER - TAKEOUT - CATERING

N A M A S T E
Indian Restaurant

202 Sawdust Road #115
Spring, TX 77380

Behind HEB @ I45 and Sawdust Rd.

281 298 5570

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm: Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm

NOW 

SERVING 

BEER AND 

WINE!     2 FOR $20 
Includes 2 entrees, rice and naan.

Add lamb, goat or seafood for $2ea.
Dinner Only. Limit 1 coupon per table. Coupon must be 

presented at time of purchase. not valid with any other o� er.
Expires 12/10/16

LUNCH SPECIAL!    
$5.99 TAKE-OUT BOX 

Includes 2 vegetarian or chicken items, rice and naan. 
Add lamb, goat or seafood for extra $2ea.

Celebrating our 1 year anniversary!

Located inside the Holiday Inn & Suites Hotel  
19333 David Memorial Drive  

Shenandoah - The Woodlands
281.298.2800

johnnysitaliansteakhouse.com
Follow us:

• Free Ice Sculpture With a Minimum of $10,000 Food and 
Beverage Order

• “Take the Elevator Home!” Special Holiday Pricing for Guest Rooms

• 7,000 Square Feet of Flexible Meeting Space

• Your Choice Of Complimentary Champagne Toast or 30 Minutes of 
Passed Appetizer With Your Holiday Party Booking

• Prime Dates Still Available

Let the Holiday Inn Host Your Holiday Parties 

• Open Late
•  Fri-Sat Theme Nights
    Open til Midnight
• Preschool Program
   Mon-Wed-Fri 9am-1pm

• Open Late
•  Fri-Sat Theme Nights
    Open til Midnight
• Preschool Program
   Mon-Wed-Fri 9am-1pm

2400 FM 1488 #900 (corner of Carriage Hill Blvd.,) The Woodlands
936-271-2259

www.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTX

(With This Ad) Offer expires 12/31/16
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2520 Research Forest Drive  
The Woodlands, TX 77381

(at Research Forest Dr. between Grogans Mill & Gosling)

832.562.2520
www.crispwoodlands.com

Starting Nov 21st, When you buy a
$100 Gift Card, you will get a

FREE $25 Gift Certifi cate
Gift Certifi cate valid Jan-March 2017

$1000 off
$30 or more with coupon.

Limit one per person. Not valid with other offers. 
Coupons cannot be combined. Expires 12/10/16

2520 Research Forest Drive  

20% CASH AND CARRY
with check or cash only cannot be combined with any other offers.

GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com • 212 E. Main St • Tomball, TX 77375

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

281.255.0024

WE CLEAN AND REPAIR ORIENTAL AND FINE RUGS

A PROSTEEM Company

The Next Generation Salad Bar

We Cater & Deliver!
Try us for your next 
home or offi  ce party!

Salata College Park Coming Soon!  3091 College Park Dr. #290 ¬ The Woodlands, TX 77384 ¬ Email collegepark@salata.com for more info!

*Not valid for online orders. $100 minimum. Allow 24 hr notice 
on catering orders. May not be combined w/other off ers. Other 

restrictions may apply. Valid at Salata Market Street. 
Expires: 1/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

your catering order 
of $100 or more!*$10 OFF

*Not valid for online orders. Minimum applies. May not 
be combined w/other off ers. Other restrictions may apply. 

Valid at Salata Market Street. Expires: 1/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

your salad or salad
wrap, after 4 pm!*$2 OFF

*Not valid for online orders. $250 minimum. Allow 24 hr notice 
on catering orders. May not be combined w/other off ers. Other 

restrictions may apply. Valid at Salata Market Street. 
Expires: 1/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

your catering order 
of $250 or more!*$25 OFF

NOW HIRING!
✰ Apply in person at 
Salata Market Street.
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1-844-Get-Cool 
(1-844-438-2665)

www.IntegrityAir.com

SAVE MONEY!
HVAC Repairs Healthy Air Air ConditioningHeating

Call today for a free home visit!

Low interest, cut fuel bills, special 
rebates, worry-free warranties.

GREAT FINANCING

License # TACLB49330E

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
2 Seasonal Complete System Check-ups 
(Spring and Fall)

- Performance Evaluation
- Safety System Checks
- Condenser Coil Cleaning

- Freon Levels Checked
- Drain Lines Cleared
- And Much, Much More

15% OFF ANY 
PARTS & LABOR

No Service Call Fees. No Overtime, 
Weekend, or Holiday Fees. 

Priority Scheduling.

Free One Year Membership!

EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET 
WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!

CUISINE OF INDIA

SITAR
FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM

Next door to us, we have
INDIA GOURMET SPICES 
grocery store for all your Indian/Pakistan/
Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, lentils, 
fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table. 

$5 OFF$5 OFF

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(281) 364-0200
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1-888-54fudge • (1-888-543-8343)
 15522 Summit Park Drive
Suite 201
Montgomery, TX 77356
www.biglittlefudge.com

T H ROUGH  DEC 31 ,  2016
ONL INE  OR  IN-S TORE

CODE:IMPACT2016

Live a little. Fudge a lot.
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10% off* 
Fabrics & Notions

$5 off* 
Any Class

Ingredients for 
ALL your Crafting, 

Sewing and Quilting 
Recipes

Open Thursdays until 8 p.m.!

219 Gentry Street281.528.2929

ALL your Crafting, 
Sewing and Quilting 

Recipes

Sewing Machine Repair
We Service ALL Makes and Models!

Dealer

Sewing Machine RepairSewing Machine Repair

Thursday, November 17, 2016
6:00-8:00PM • 219 Gentry St.

Sewing Machine RepairSewing Machine RepairSewing Machine Repair

Thursday, November 17, 2016
6:00-8:00PM • 219 Gentry St.

Pinterest Party
Full Service Quilt Shop

Quilting Classes • High-Quality Fabrics • Patterns •Notions

1500 Research Forest Drive, #100
The Woodlands. TX 77381

  Research Forest Dr.   
   H

oll
y H

ill 
Dr

.

45

Buy 1 Large Pizza
Get the second 

50% OFF
Expires 12/12/16.

30% OFF
All new Sandwiches 

and Pasta.
Expires 12/12/16.

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

281-651-5194 • www.windycitygrillandpizza.com

CHICAGO STYLE PIZZA • ITALIAN BEEF SANDWICHES • HOT DOGS

Mon-Thur 11am - 9am | Fri - Sat 11am - 10pm | Sun 11am - 8pm 
HAPPY HOUR 3pm - 5pm

Home-cooked Mediterranean and Greek Cuisine will delight your senses at Lama 
Mediterranean Cuisine, located in The Woodlands, TX. Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere 

in our new, larger and nicer location! 
Dine in our outdoor patio area or one of our Private Rooms available.

Hookas and Shisha available, with a wide-range of flavors to choose from.
Enjoy the pleasant scent and calming eff ects.

Place an order for pick-up or dine-in.

BEST 
LAMB 
CHOPS 

IN TOWN!

$14.99

NOVEMBER SPECIAL
Lama’s specialty 

Lamb Chop

Best In Town!

10% OFF
entree meal

Must present coupon. One coupon per 
person. Expires 12/12/16.

Si
x P

in
es

 D
r.

Holly Hill Dr.

Research Forest  Dr.

(281) 292-5262 | www.lamacuisine.com | 1644 Research Forest Dr | The Woodlands, TX 77381

NEW ITEMS COMING SOON!
Gyro Sandwich, Chipotle Grilled Chicken 

Sandwich, a wide selection of Pasta, 
Hamburger of the Month!

from 5pm - 7pm.

HEALTH     MARKET
THE WOODLANDS LARGEST HEALTH FOOD STORE

Iridology • Hair Analysis • Foot Detox

281-367-0002
www.WoodlandsHealthMarket.com

427 Sawdust Rd.
Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4

20% OFF 
ANY ITEM

Give a Gift of Health for the Holidays!
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www.cgcgenerators.com

CGC Generators

Think of it
as a spare tire,
for your home!

When you need it,
you’ll be glad it’s there.

Call CGC Generators today
for a standby generator
with turnkey installation

for your home or business!

• 24/7 automatic power protection 
from blackouts

• Hands-free operation: no gas cans, 
no extension cords

• Runs on homes’s existing natural 
gas LP fuel supply

• Works whether you’re home or away
281-446-1597

TACLA5054C TECL 21426 TMEL4344

12/31/2016

TO OUR LOYAL READERS IN ROUND ROCK, PFLUGERVILLE & HUTTO TO OUR LOYAL READERS IN THE WOODLANDS
Thank youThank you

for making Community Impact Newspaper the

in the Austin, Dallas-Fort Worth & Houston areas.

main source 
for local news 

According to a 2015 survey conducted by independent research company Readex Research, 
respondents indicated Community Impact Newspaper is the most-read publication in Texas  
and the No. 1 main source for local news in the areas we serve. — www.readexresearch.com 

most-read 
publication  
in Texas.

Community Impact Newspaper is the 
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WELCOME TO CONSUMER FRIENDLY PRICING  
The Repair Mob trained and certi� ed technicians can repair just about 
anything on your smartphone, tablet, computer, and many other electron-
ics. We can also do watch and key fob battery replacement while you 
wait. We have a location in Spring, as well as one in the back of The 
Woodlands. All repairs come with at least a 6-month warranty, our screen 
repair prices include LCD, Digitizer, Glass, and frame assembly. The price 
doesn’t change just because your LCD is broken. We know our customers 
are the most important part of our business and we value their business. If 
you have any questions please don’t hesitate to give us a call. 

WE CAN REPLACE KEY FOB AND WATCH BATTERIES FOR $5

261 Sawdust Rd. Ste. A
Spring, TX 77380
281.651.4924

16064 Bridlewood Rd. 
(FM1488 and Bridlewood)
Conroe, TX 77384
936.271.0277

Monday - Saturday 10a-8p • www.RepairMob.com

Screen Replacement Prices 

iPhone 5/5c/5s $59.99 

iPhone 6 $79.99 

iPhone 6 Plus $94.99 

iPhone 6s $134.99

Call us today at 
281.602.3839

We Can Help 
Your Child Succeed.

We have a clear four-part mission for 
every child who studies with us:

Jump Ahead with Back-to-School TutoringJump Ahead with Back-to-School Tutoring

thewoodlands.tutoringcentercom

Stronger academic skills in reading, writing and math

Better concentration, focus and attention span

Confi dence and motivation

Stronger test-taking and study skills

 50% OFF
a $150 value

Schedule a 
FREE Diagnostic Exam!

1st Month’s Tuition

Tutoring for grades K-12
Pre-Algebra • Algebra I • Geometry • Algebra II

Reading • Math • Writing • Study Skills

B A K E R  S T R E E TB A K E R  S T R E E T
P U B  &  G R I L LP U B  &  G R I L L
HAPPY HOUR
MON–SAT 2–9PM
& ALL DAY SUNDAY

LIVE MUSIC
THURSDAY–SATURDAY

5 AREA LOCATIONS
CYPRESS • KATY • SUGAR LAND

WILLOWBROOK • THE WOODLANDS

 bakerstreetpub.com
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WWW.THEFRANCHISESCOOP.NET

Hours: Mon. – Sat. 6 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Sun. 7 A.M. – 2 P.M.

Ask about our catering services
Order your party trays today

Order gift cards onlineFranchises Available • Order online at KolacheFactoryToGo.com

25% OFF 
Any Dozen Kolaches
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 12/15/16. WDL-92

Minimum 45 minute advance notice required for discount.  
Substitutions may result in higher price. Standard Party  
Tray feeds 15-20 people. Does not include croissants or  

specialties. One coupon per customer. Valid only at  
Research Forest Drive. Cannot be combined with any  

other offer. Offer expires 12/15/16. WDL-92

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 12/15/16. WDL-92

FREE Sausage & 
Cheese Kolache

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 

Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 
Offer expires 12/15/16. WDL-92

With any purchase.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 12/15/16. WDL-92

FREE  
Espresso Drink 

Of equal or lesser value.

Buy 1 Sweet &  
Get 1 Sweet FREE
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 12/15/16. WDL-92

127 A Sawdust Rd. • The Woodlands 
281-292-1133

1351-D W. Davis • Conroe
936-539-2050 

17739 US 249 • Willowbrook
832-237-2200

$10.00 OFF  
A Party Tray

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 12/15/16. WDL-92

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 12/15/16. WDL-92

Now Open at  

Resea
rch Forest

!

Kolache Factory Gift Cards  
Make Great Stocking Stuffers.

Wood & Fiberglass  
Door Refinishing

• Quality In-Shop Restoration
• Beautiful Secure Loaner Door
• Maintenance Service Available 

We also refinish:
• Garage Doors
• Window Frames
• Shutters

713.861.2081   www.restoreyourdoor.com

 $50 Off!  
With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expiration 12/10/16

• Daily Public Sessions
• Figure Skating Lessons
• Hockey Lessons
• Hockey Leagues
• Birthday Parties

- Frozen Themed  Parties!

8220 Willow Place Dr. N • 281-847-5283
FM-1960 at SH-249 (behind Fiesta near Itz)

www.AERODROMES.com

NHL Sized Ice Rink • Pro Shop
Restaurant BUY 1 Public Skate Admission 

and Skate Rental, get 1 FREE
Savings of $12! Expires 12/31/16 
one coupon per customer, per visit

Public Skating Group Discounts:
- 10 or more
- The bigger the group, the bigger the discount!

Learn To Skate Classes- Figure & Hockey
Visit Aerodromes.com for dates & times
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THE WOODLANDS EDITION

+ $0 Plan premium for HMO or PPO plans

+ Prescription Drug Coverage at no additional cost

+ No referral needed to see any specialist

+ Vision and hearing benefits

+ National and worldwide emergency coverage

+ Unlimited access to 24-hour nurse hotline at no cost

+ Fitness program at no additional cost

+ Access to a vast network of hospitals and physicians

+ Supplemental benefits available that cover dental, vision,  
      eyewear and chiropractic services for an additional      
      monthly charge

Enroll by December 7
MemorialHermannAdvantage.org

For more information call 
1-877-265-0284 (TTY 711) 

Your Advantage is here.
With a Memorial Hermann Medicare Advantage plan you not only get the coverage you need most, you also 
get the peace-of-mind in knowing that when you need us, Memorial Hermann Advantage will be here. Enjoy 
your original Medicare benefits along with a range of additional benefits not covered by Medicare, including: 

A representative will be available to speak with you from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. CST, 7 days a week. A licensed agent may answer your call. Memorial Hermann Advantage HMO 
and PPO are provided by Memorial Hermann Health Insurance Company and Memorial Hermann Health Plan, Inc., Medicare Advantage organizations with Medicare 
contracts. Enrollment in these plans depends on contract renewal. You must continue to pay your Part B premium. This information is not a complete description of benefits. 
Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 
1 of each year. The provider network may change at any time. You will receive notice when necessary. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-877-265-0284 (TTY 711).
CHÚ Ý: Nếu bạn nói Tiếng Việt, có các dịch vụ hỗ trợ ngôn ngữ miễn phí dành cho bạn. Gọi số 1-877-265-0284 (TTY 711).
Memorial Hermann Advantage complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. 
Y0110_MK_Print17 CMS Accepted 09/11/2016


