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Houston-Galveston Area Council finds 
corridor severely over its capacity

Area nonprofits helping 
more residents in need

TxDOT: study to seek I-45 mobility solutions

By Hannah Zedaker
The Texas Department of Transportation is look-

ing for long-term solutions to mitigate traffic con-
gestion on the I-45 corridor in The Woodlands area. 
The agency is under contract negotiations to con-
duct a Planning and Environmental Linkage study, 
which looks at transportation, environmental, com-
munity and economic goals of a specific corridor 
and takes those findings into consideration when 
planning for the future. The study is expected to 
begin in 2017 and could take up to two years.

In the meantime, Montgomery County, TxDOT 
and the city of Shenandoah are working on projects 
that could bring temporary relief for drivers. 

The Houston-Galveston Area Council released 
the South Montgomery County Mobility Study 
in September 2015, which found the I-45 corri-
dor between Hwy. 242 and the Hardy Toll Road 
is severely over its capacity, carrying more than 
250,000 vehicles on a daily basis. The eight-lane 
interstate is only designed to carry 160,000 vehi-
cles per day, while its volume is expected to grow to 
roughly 380,000 vehicles per day by 2040, according 
to the study.

“I-45 is one of the most important economic 
engines for our region,” said Alan Clark, H-GAC’s 
director of transportation planning. “It also carries a 
tremendous amount of trade and is one of the most 
important evacuation routes in our area. Our goal is 
to make sure that I-45 can fulfill those very different 
functions effectively, every day of the week.” 

As a result, H-GAC recommended last year that 
TxDOT and its Montgomery County partners 

See Transportation | 74

Economic factors, 
floods creating 
more demand for 
crisis assistance 

By Marie Leonard
The need for crisis assistance 

services is rising in The Wood-
lands area due to the recent 
oil and gas downturn and this 
spring’s historic floods. Barri-
ers for aging residents already 
near or at the poverty level, 
such as lack of transportation 
and access to a reliable source 
for meals, are also contributing 
to the demand. 

In Montgomery County, 
approximately 11 percent of 
residents are at or below the 
federal poverty level, which 
equates to an annual income 
of $24,250 for a household of 
four. However, poverty levels 
vary across different pockets 
of the county. In The Wood-
lands, approximately 5 percent 
of residents are at or below the 
federal poverty level, compared 
to 20 percent of nearby Conroe 
residents, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau.

“You don’t have to go far in 
See Poverty | 76
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This term is defined as a road where 
traffic exceeds the roadway capacity, has 
unacceptable delays, extremely unstable 
flow, congestion and stop-and-go condi-
tions, according to the South Montgomery 
County Mobility Study. 

SEVERELY
OVER

CAPACITY

CAPACITY  
in 2015: 

160,000  
VEHICLES PER DAY

ACTUAL TRAFFIC  
in 2015:  

280,000  
VEHICLES PER DAY

EXPECTED USE IN 2040:  

380,000  
VEHICLES PER DAY

INTERSTATE 45

TOTAL CRASHES IN 2015

TRANSPORTATION 
TROUBLES

Severely overcapacity
Overcapacity
At capacity
Under capacity

2012 TxDOT annual average daily 
traffic (number of lanes)

2013 Woodlands No. 1 24-hour traffic 
count (number of lanes)

2013-14 study 24-hour traffic count 
(number of lanes)

165,000 (8L)34,000 (4L)

36,129 (4L)

49,533 (6L)

38,059 (6L)

53,751 (8L)

27,194 (4L)

7,531 (2L)

8,172 (4L)

37,130 (4L)

37,130 (4L)

49,556 (6L)

7,670 (2L)

10,000 (2L)

16,170 (2L)

10,655 (4L)

46,162 (6L)

253,000 (8L)

63,859 (6L)

14,182 (4L)

232,000 (8L)

30,000 (4L)

Most dangerous intersection in 
 The Woodlands area  

77 TOTAL CRASHES  
between 2012-15 
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GUIDE2016

The Houston-Galveston Area Council 
released a mobility study on south 
Montgomery County in 2015, which found 
that I-45 and several other roadways in the 
area routinely exceed capacity limits.

99
TOLL

Sources: South Montgomery County Mobility Study, TxDOT, H-GAC/Community Imapact Newspaper
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7,639 Likes

mbthewoodlands
                         

      Help us help them.

#give100geta300 #ADrivingForceAgainstCancer

#ACauseForCelebration #MBOTW #inthepink

mbthewoodlands
Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands >

Memorial Hermann In the Pink of Health

of The Woodlands
(855) 516-2689  |  www.MBOTW.com
16917 Interstate 45 South  |  The Woodlands, Texas 77385

The Luxury of Convenience

Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands is a proud supporter of In The Pink of Health.

Stop by our showroom to purchase a $100 raffle ticket for your chance to win a Mercedes-Benz SLC300 Convertible for 2 years!*

*a $16,675 value
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+ $0 Plan premium for HMO or PPO plans

+ Prescription Drug Coverage at no additional cost

+ No referral needed to see any specialist

+ Vision and hearing benefits

+ National and worldwide emergency coverage

+ Unlimited access to 24-hour nurse hotline at no cost

+ Fitness program at no additional cost

+ Access to a vast network of hospitals and physicians

+ Supplemental benefits available that cover dental, vision,  
      eyewear and chiropractic services for an additional      
      monthly charge

Enroll by December 7
MemorialHermannAdvantage.org

For more information call 
1-877-265-0284 (TTY 711) 

Your Advantage is here.
With a Memorial Hermann Medicare Advantage plan you not only get the coverage you need most, you also 
get the peace-of-mind in knowing that when you need us, Memorial Hermann Advantage will be here. Enjoy 
your original Medicare benefits along with a range of additional benefits not covered by Medicare, including: 

A representative will be available to speak with you from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. CST, 7 days a week. A licensed agent may answer your call. Memorial Hermann Advantage HMO 
and PPO are provided by Memorial Hermann Health Insurance Company and Memorial Hermann Health Plan, Inc., Medicare Advantage organizations with Medicare 

1 of each year. The provider network may change at any time. You will receive notice when necessary. 

Memorial Hermann Advantage complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. 
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WillowcreekRanchTX.com | 281-351-1900
19744 Telge Road, Tomball, Texas 77377

An exquisite escape yet close to it all. That’s Willowcreek Ranch.

M O R E  L A N D .  L E S S  C O M M U T E .

• 1-7+ Acre Wooded Homesites
• All Custom Homes
• Choose your Own Builder
• 40-Acre Lake

• Miles of Trails
• Tomball ISD Schools
• Minutes from the Beltway
• Spectacular Lakehouse Lodge

Stake your claim in Northwest Houston’s premier gated estate community.

068-202 Community Impact Ad-Oct_9.1837x11.25_MECH.indd   1 9/29/16   10:34 AM



The Woodlands Edition • October 2016 5

One of my favorite things 
about working in journal-
ism is the ability to share 
stories with an audience 
about people or situations 
that are often overlooked. 

One of our cover stories 
this month highlights the 
work local nonprofits are 
doing to combat poverty in 
The Woodlands area, which 
many residents may not 

realize is an issue for some in the community. Every day 
things that most of us take for granted, such as walking to 
the kitchen and finding a pantry full of food or being able 
to pay bills on time, do not come easy to all residents in 
south Montgomery County. 

Our annual Election Guide is also included in this issue 
beginning on Page 45; it provides all the resources voters 
need to head to the polls Nov. 8. Although the presidential 

election has garnered a majority of the headlines and 
content in other publications, our edition this month has 
information on every race that will be on the ballot in 
The Woodlands and Montgomery County. Our report-
ers across the Greater Houston area will also cover each 
hyperlocal race on Election Day, and our team will post 
the results online that evening. 

Make sure to have your voice heard by carving out time 
to vote. Leading up to Election Day, The Woodlands Area 
Chamber of Commerce will host an inaugural Business 
Votes Day on Oct. 27 to encourage the community to do 
so. For more details on this new event, and other relevant 
news throughout the month, visit our website at  
www.communityimpact.com.
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TAKE THE POLL

What should be done to improve 
congestion on I-45 in The Woodlands?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/wdl-poll.

Do you agree with the county’s decision 
regarding the 2016-17 shelter budget?

  56%                                                     No, the shelter has been 
underfunded and needs the additional $1 million put aside.

  25%                        Yes, they are using taxpayer money wisely.

  11%             No, the shelter budget should be doubled.

  8%          Yes, the shelter does not immediately need 
additional money.

Results from an unscientific web survey collected 9/8/16-10/5/16
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Now Open

1  BioPlenish a wellness facility 
specializing in IV therapy, opened 
Sept. 12 at 16610 I-45 N., Ste. 222, 
The Woodlands. The center offers IV 
treatments for a variety of ailments 
and has a lypossage therapist, doctor, 
IV technician and nutritionist.      
281-295-1641. www.bioplenish.com

2  Jimmy John’s opened a second 
location in The Woodlands on Sept. 
14 at 3707 College Park Drive, Ste. 
400B. The popular chain restaurant 
is known for its fast sandwich 
delivery service. 936-224-5952.                   
www.jimmyjohns.com 

3  Best in Class Education Center
opened Aug. 27 at 375 Sawdust 

Road, Spring. At the education 
center, students from kindergarten 
through 12th grade have access to 
math and English tutoring services, 
private tutoring services and 
SAT prep courses. 832-422-9398.                                        
www.bestinclasseducation.com

4  Sarah Kelly Music School, 
named after the two-time Grammy 

Awards nominee, opened Sept. 24 in 
Market Street at 9595 Six Pines Drive, 
Ste. 6255, The Woodlands. Classes at 
the music school include music slam, 
music boot camp, songwriting and 
career coaching. 281-687-3307.  
www.sarahkellymusicschool.com

5  Our Pharmacy opened in 
August at 25329 I-45, Ste. 126, The 
Woodlands. The pharmacy offers 
immunization services, medication 
therapy management, free delivery 
of prescriptions and group home 
services. 832-299-6802. 
www.ourpharmacytx.com

6  CycleBar opened in early 
October at 26400 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. A1480, The Woodlands. The 
premium indoor cycling boutique 
caters to all fitness and experience 
levels. A total of 2,500 free rides will 
be given away during a 10-day grand 
opening kickoff, Oct. 13-23. 
281-247-0236.  
woodlandscreekside.cyclebar.com

7  Little Sunshine’s Playhouse 
& Preschool celebrated its grand 
opening Oct. 8 at 8030 Branch 
Crossing Drive, The Woodlands. 
The preschool is for children ages 6 
weeks to prekindergarten. It has a 
curriculum based on creative and 
preplanned play, individualization 
within the classroom and a 
significant number of student-
directed learning experiences.  
281-419-4400. 
www.littlesunshine.com

8  Farmer’s Market on Tamina 
opened Oct. 1 at 32907 Tamina Road, 
Magnolia, with 25 vendors and more 
than 700 attendees. The market will 
be open year-round every Saturday 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and has room for 

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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1790 Hughes Landing, Suite 350 • The Woodlands, TX 77380  • www.hfgwm.com •  832.585.0110

COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL PLANNING
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT • TAX STRATEGIES

ESTATE PLANNING • BUSINESS SUCCESSION
CHARITABLE GIVING • WEALTH TRANSFER

WEALTH PROTECTION • INSURANCE PLANNING

Larry Harvey, CEO
Serving families and small 
businesses since 1985. Please contact us for our 

second-opinion service.

2009-2011 Winner
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Compiled by Abigail Loop, Beth Marshall and 
Hannah Zedaker 

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

up to 60 vendors. It offers everything 
from fresh produce, local meat and 
fresh baked breads to handcrafted 
jewelry and furniture. 858-207-8160. 
www.farmersmarketontamina.com 

9  Outdoors of This World 
opened Sept. 23 at 2710 FM 
1488, Conroe. For its clients, the 
business provides outdoor living 
customization, including concrete 
counter tops, grills, fire pits, flooring 
and waterfalls. Trash removal and 
grill maintenance services are also 
available at the store. 936-333-4411. 
www.outdoorsofthisworld.com

10  Hanna Andersson opened inside 
The Woodlands Mall on Sept. 23 at 
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 
1138, The Woodlands. The clothing 
store carries attire for both women 
and children as well as bedding and 
matching pajamas for the whole 
family. 832-823-6003.  
www.hannaandersson.com

Coming Soon

11  Sporting goods retailer Dick’s 
Sporting Goods will open Oct. 
21 with a three-day celebration at 
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, The 
Woodlands, at The Woodlands Mall. 
Customers will have the chance to 
win more than 10,000 prizes and 
giveaways and meet with special 
guests at the three-day event.  
www.dickssportinggoods.com

12  South American seafood and 
steak restaurant Churrascos will 
open by December at 21 Waterway 
Ave., The Woodlands, replacing 
Americas. Both restaurants are 
part of the Houston-based Cordua 
Restaurants franchise. 281-367-1492. 
www.churrascos.com

13  Salt Remedy will open Oct. 17 at 
2330 FM 1488, Ste. 200, Conroe. Salt 
Therapy is the first dry salt therapy 
room in the North Houston area. The 
wellness center will feature therapy 
rooms equipped with a machine 
called a halogenerator, which will 
infuse salt into the air of the therapy 
room. During therapy sessions, 
guests will sit in zero gravity 
recliners and breathe in salt air while 
they nap, read or meditate.  
936-271-7258.  
www.saltremedy.net

14  Vom Fass will open in early 
November at 1950 Hughes Landing 
Blvd., Ste. 1800, The Woodlands. 
The tasting room will feature 
international oils, vinegars, liqueurs 
and spirits. 281-296-7102.   
www.vomfassusa.com

15  Focus Optical will open  
a new location Oct. 17 at 1925 
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 600, 
The Woodlands. The store offers 
comprehensive eye exams, contact 
lens fittings, prescription and 
nonprescription eyeglasses, and 
sunglasses for men, women and 
children. 832-225-1150.  
www.focusopticaltw.com

16  The opening of Salata at 3091 
College Park Drive, Ste. 290, The 
Woodlands, has been pushed back 
to the end of the year. The salad 
bar chain offers fresh and healthy 
ingredients for salads and wraps as 
well as soup, pasta salad and bread.  
www.salata.com 

Expansions

17  Natural Pawz Sterling Ridge 
will have a grand reopening Oct. 15 
at 6700 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 

More than 700 people attended the opening 
day at Farmer’s Market on Tamina on Oct. 1.
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410, The Woodlands, in the Sterling 
Ridge Shopping Center. The original 
square footage of the store was about 
1,000 square feet not including the 
grooming and back room. The store 
now has about 2,000 square feet of 
sales floor. 281-465-0904.  
www.naturalpawz.com

Relocations

18  Ivivva relocated its Woodlands 
showroom to 1950 Hughes 
Landing, Ste. 1300, on July 30 from 
4775 Panther Creek Drive. The 
girls’ activewear boutique offers 
sport-driven lines of clothing.                  
281-298-5844.  
www.ivivva.com

19  Fred Astaire Dance Studio 
will relocate in late October to 1925 
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 400, The 
Woodlands, from 506 Sawdust Road, 
Spring. The studio offers various 
types of partner dance classes, 
ranging from waltz to foxtrot to 
country-western and merengue.  
281-367-0005.  
www.woodlandsdancelessons.com

Anniversaries

20  Huti’s 5 celebrated its one-year 
anniversary  Oct. 5 at 2501 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. B, The Woodlands. 
The eatery serves five-course meals 
that include steak, chicken or fish 
with a base of rice or vegetables, a 
side of quinoa salad or fire-roasted 
corn. 281-298-1900. www.hutis5.com

Closings

21  Dionysus Spa and Salon closed 
in September at 9595 Six Pines Drive, 
Ste. 430, The Woodlands.

Like us on facebook

281-465-0700
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

1590 Lake Woodlands Dr. 77380
At the Pinecroft Center

Expert Rug Cleaning & Repair
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9.1837x11.25

4c

Imagine what you can do with the right business credit and 
personal guidance.
Let’s work together to discover your business credit options and how 
they can directly fuel your business goals. With our online resources, 
Credit Finder tool, and skilled bankers, together we can help sustain 
and grow your business responsibly.
Explore your options and apply at wellsfargoworks. com/ credit.

All credit decisions subject to credit approval.
© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (3203002_19112)

I will expand my practice to give more 
best friends second chances.
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Now Open

1  AT&T opened a new authorized 
retailer location Aug. 27 in Rayford 
Crossing at 3431 Rayford Road, Ste. 
100, Spring. The store sells wireless and 
home phones and provides internet, 
home security, U-verse TV and 
DirecTV. 832-813-0222. www.att.com

2  Potteryland Studio opened Oct. 1 
at 3555 Rayford Road, Ste. 70, Spring. 
The studio offers walk-in pottery 
painting, classes and party venues for 
adult and child-friendly activities.  
281-419-7965. 
www.potteryland-studio.com

3  Domino’s Pizza opened in mid-
August at 3555 Rayford Road, Ste. 80, 
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Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

Spring. The pizza chain offers a variety 
of specialty pizzas along with salads, 
sandwiches, pastas and Buffalo wings. 
281-528-4083. www.dominos.com

4  Value Print and Ship Harmony 
opened in mid-August at 3555 Rayford 
Road, Ste. 45, Spring. The print shop 
provides printing and shipping 
services for banners, blueprints, signs, 
spirit items, business cards, T-shirts, 
magnets, custom decals, yard signs and 
postcards. 281-528-0422.

5  Spring Oaks Dental opened Sept. 6 
at 3559 Rayford Road, Ste. 100, Spring. 
The dentist office provides general, 
cosmetic and restorative dentistry. 
832-510-3834.  
www.springoaksdental.com

Coming Soon

6  El Pollo Loco will open a new 
Spring location in the Rayford Crossing 
shopping center, at the intersection of 
Rayford Road and Riley Fuzzel Road/
the Grand Parkway in November. 
The restaurant specializes in citrus-
marinated, fire-grilled chicken and 
also offers burritos, tacos and salads. 
www.elpolloloco.com

7  Construction on Oak Ridge Young 
Learners Academy at 25511 Richards 
Road, Spring, will be complete by fall 
2017. The private preschool accepts 
students from six weeks old through 
prekindergarten and offers before- and 
afterschool care for children up to 
age 12. This location is now accepting 
applications for employment.  
832-381-3480. 
www.oakridgeyounglearners.com

Anniversaries

8  Primrose School of Harmony 
celebrated its one-year anniversary 
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IMPACTS 

El Pollo Loco will open a new location this fall.
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Potteryland Studio opened its newest loca-
tion Oct. 1 off Rayford Road in Spring.
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Sleepy Hollow Rd.

Oct. 5 at 3433 Discovery Creek Blvd., 
Spring. The school offers infant, 
toddler, early preschool, preschool and 
prekindergarten classes. 
281-907-6900.                                        
www.primroseschools.com

9  The Dentists on Rayford 
celebrated its one-year anniversary in 
September at 2725 Rayford
Road, Ste. F, Spring. The dentistry
provides an upbeat atmosphere while 
offering cosmetic dentistry services, 
dental implants and emergency dental 
treatments. 281-310-5580.
www.thedentistsonrayford.com

Closings

10  The Cupcake Shack closed in late 
August at 1810 Rayford Road, Spring. 
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Discovery 
Creek Blvd.

Focus Optical offers the newest options in contact lenses for those who want to get out of their 
reading glasses.  We also offer Ortho-k, specialty contacts worn while sleeping, which can 
eliminate the need for glasses or contacts during the day!  Recommended for kids who are 
active or have progressive prescription changes.

• comprehensive eye exams
• contact lens fittings
• ocular health evaluations 

for the entire family

Call to schedule your appointment today!

Tel: 832-225-1150  |  Email: info@focusopticaltw.com  |  Website: www.focusopticaltw.com

Opening in October
in Hughes Landing

          Lake Woodlands Dr.
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.Lake Front Cir.

1925 Hughes Landing, Suite 600
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(ACROSS FROM STARBUCKS)

ACCEPTING MANY INSURANCES: 
VSP • EyeMed • Spectera • Avesis 

please call for others

FRAME LINES WE CARRY: Tom Ford • DITA Lindberg • Prada
Tory Burch • RayBan • Kid’s Frames
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What to do if you get bit by a 
dog...or just get sicker than a dog. Freestanding 

Emergency Centers
Conroe
Huntsville
Montgomery
North Shore
The Woodlands

Hospital-based Freestanding  
Emergency Centers
Galleria
Holcombe
Pearland

Hospital-based
Emergency Departments
Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center
Brazosport
Patients Medical Center
Sugar Land Hospital
Lakeside Hospital
Springwoods Village Hospital
The Vintage Hospital
The Woodlands Hospital

Download your FREE Emergency 
Checklist today at PlanForIt.org

Don’t let chaos take control when seconds count. 

Visit PlanForIt.org for valuable information and 

resources to help make sure your family is ready.
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18/8 Fine Men’s Salon

Lake Woodlands Dr. Hughes L
anding Blvd. 

John-Michael Stern owns the 18/8 Fine Men’s Salon in Hughes Landing.
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18/8 Fine Men’s Salon
Franchise offers upscale services

A t 18/8 Fine Men’s Salon, styl-
ists are trained to make sure 
their clients leave feeling and 

looking better than when they came 
in for their appointments. 

Franchise owner John-Michael 
Stern opened an 18/8 location in 
Hughes Landing almost a year 
ago. He made sure to incorporate a 
distinct Woodlands theme, complete 
with wood f looring and canvas  
photos of pine trees on the pale  
green walls.

“The barbershop mentality is 
often a different type of personality,” 
Stern said. “Not every gentleman 
wants to go to a barbershop and 
have the barber say, ‘Hey, welcome 
to the barbershop. We’ll take care of 
you when we can.’ Here, it’s much 
more of that hospitality personality.”

In addition to hair styling, 18/8 
offers blade shaves, scalp and face 
treatments, nail treatments, waxing 
and hair coloring services.

“I think men are starting to 
realize there’s a lot more to tak-
ing care of themselves versus just 
a quick chop-shop haircut,” Stern 
said. “There’s taking care of your 
nails [and] taking care of your skin. 
Traditionally, services were all kind 
of separated. Men don’t necessarily 
want to go to 15 different places to 
get themselves taken care of.”

Although Stern is not a stylist at 
18/8, he has a background in retail 
management. He first got involved 
with the franchise in 2014. 

“I loved helping make people 
look good and feel good,” Stern 
said. “That really translated to this 
concept. I wanted to go beyond 
the four walls of retail and get into 
ownership. This really made sense to 
me and seems like an underserved 
concept.”

When searching for a place to 
open 18/8 in the Greater Houston 
area, Stern said Hughes Landing was 
still underdeveloped and The Wood-
lands seemed like a good fit. 

“This seemed to make a lot of 
sense in The Woodlands,” he said. 
“[With] the experience of the 
exclusive feel with our services, 
men deserve a place to have as their 
own.”

While 18/8 is designed to feel like 
a trip to a luxurious spa, its prices 
do not necessarily ref lect that, Stern 
said. 

“If you go to a traditional spa to 
get the type of service we have, you 
may be looking to spend about $160 
for the service that we provide for 
$47,” he said. 

The Hughes Landing 18/8 location 
has seven stylists on staff, and Stern 
is looking to expand the team, he 
said. 

“We love helping men look good 
and feel good,” Stern said. “Every 
day is a new adventure for us as we 
continue to evolve and learn how 
to better connect the dots with our 
clients. I like to think of ourselves as 
a pretty progressive concept.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

2025 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 700,
The Woodlands
281-393-0118
www.eighteeneight.com/thewoodlands-tx
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. noon-5 p.m.

Clients are seated in large, luxurious chairs for 
their appointments.

Various retail hair and skin care products are 
offered at all 18/8 locations. 

By Beth Marshall

CLASSIC BUSINESS
Hair is styled shorter around the sides and back of the head. However, the 
top is still long enough to style in a layered-back fashion away from the 
sidepart.

MODERN POMPADOUR
Hair is much fuller on top and gradually fades to be shorter around the 
sides of the head. A defined, shaved part finishes off this look. 

MESSY DRESSY
This versatile look can be worn combed to the side for a more professional 
look, or it can be styled to look more free-flowing. Hair is shorter on the 
sides but long on top.

18|8 SALON SERVICES
18/8 Fine Men’s Salon offers clients a one-stop option for their styling 
and grooming needs. 

• Hair styling ($28-$65)

• Blade shaves ($14-$74)

• Scalp and face treatments ($32-$89)

• Nail treatments ($31-$69)

• Waxing ($11-$57)

• Coloring services ($16-$89)

EXECUTIVE MEMBERSHIPS

THE WOODLANDS’ MOST POPULAR HAIR STYLES

Clients have the option of signing up for a membership. All 18/8 Salon 
memberships include seven executive haircuts, seven complimentary cleanups 
between haircuts, 50 percent off one grooming service and 15 percent off retail 
products. Memberships never expire and vary in price depending on the stylist’s 
level of experience. 

-Centre stylist membership: $273 ($39 per service)
-Senior stylist membership: $329 ($47 per service)
-Master stylist membership: $371 ($53 per service)

Popular styles requested at 18/8 Fine Men’s Salon in Hughes Landing range from classic 
and clean-cut to modern and edgy. 



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12

ready
At Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands, 
we’re bringing expert pediatric care closer 
than ever before.

Outpatient services are now open, with inpatient
care and the Emergency Center opening April
2017. From asthma and allergies to sports medicine
and speech therapy, we’re ready to serve you
with more than 20 highly sought-after specialty
clinics. Call today to make an appointment and
enjoy the convenience of world-class pediatric
care, right in your neck of the woods.

For more information, call 936-267-5000 or 
visit texaschildrens.org/woodlands.

Outpatient services NOW OPEN
Inpatient & Emergency Center OPEN APRIL 2017

© 2016 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WLD068_082216

WLD068_ad_opening_CIN.qxp_Layout 1  8/30/16  6:18 PM  Page 1
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Em&Lee

Lake Robbins Dr.

Lake Woodlands Dr.
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Dana Marts has been the store manager for Em&Lee and its sister store, Willa, since 2015. 
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Em&Lee
Shop boasts unique, cost-conscious items

Market Street’s Em&Lee, 
the sister store to Willa in 
Hughes Landing, has out-

fitted mothers and daughters of The 
Woodlands since 2009. 

Owned by Lynell Decker, the first 
Willa location opened in 2007 in 
Houston’s historic River Oaks Shop-
ping Center. Nearly a decade later, 
through both Willa and Em&Lee, 
Willa’s exclusive line of clothing is 
available in boutiques in the Houston 
and Dallas metro areas. 

Em&Lee carries everything from 
jeans and rompers to business casual 
pieces and homecoming dresses. 

“When somebody walks in the 
door, we want them to be able to 
find something. Whether they’re 
looking for something dressy or 
super casual—we have something for 
everyone,” said Dana Marts, Em&Lee 
and Willa store manager.

The Willa brand prides itself on 
being wearable for both trendy 
mothers and their daughters without 
breaking the bank, Marts said. 

“Our most expensive dress is $109, 
but normally our dresses range from 
$60-$80, the jeans are $35-$40 and 
tops are $25-$35—so very afford-
able,” Marts said. “Most people are 
shocked by our prices because we 
are located on Market Street and 
on Hughes Landing. And we’re a 
boutique so people walk in think-
ing we’re really expensive, but we’re 
really not.”

In addition to the Willa brand of 
clothing, Em&Lee also carries lines 
Decker brings from Dallas as well 
as Los Angeles and Las Vegas. The 
store receives new items on a weekly 
basis and emphasizes individuality 
by carrying only a limited number of 
each piece. 

“I think what makes us unique 
from the other stores is that we only 
carry three of each item—one small, 

one medium and one large,” Marts 
said. “You know when you come and 
purchase something from us, you’re 
not going to see five other women in 
The Woodlands walking around in 
your same dress—that’s the unique-
ness about it.” 

In addition to seasonal styles, 
the store also carries shoes, purses, 
sunglasses and even Texas- themed 
jewelry, year-round. 

With several different options to 
save money, including a loyalty card, 
reusable bags and private shopping 
parties, Marts said Em&Lee focuses 
on supporting the community. In 
January, Em&Lee and Willa will 
provide clothing for 25 models in a 
mother-daughter fashion show bene-
fitting National Charity League. 

“We are a Texas-owned boutique, 
and we truly appreciate the loyalty 
and support that we get from The 
Woodlands,” Marts said. 

In a time when online shopping is 
becoming more popular, Marts said 
it cannot compare to actually visiting 
Em&Lee.  

“We know online shopping is very 
popular, but when you come in here 
you’re going to get the one-on-one 
experience,” she said. “We know 
there are a million other places you 
can shop at in The Woodlands, but 
we’re building relationships here 
and we take pride in our customer 
service—it’s our priority.” 

BUSINESS FEATURE

9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 865,  
The Woodlands 
281-292-0155 
www.willaboutique.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Sun. noon-6 p.m. 

The boutique only carries three of each item.

Most Em&Lee shoes are available in size 5.5 
up to size 10. 

Situated on Market Street, Em&Lee is a fash-
ion-forward, affordable boutique for women. 

By Hannah Zedaker

Open shoulder tops

T-shirt dresses

Scarves 

Vests 

Boots

Booties 

Suede 

Lace 

Hats

“We’re building       
relationships here, 
and we take pride 
in our customer            
service—it’s our       
priority.” 

—Dana Marts, Em&Lee store manager

Ways to save  
AT EM&LEE

Fall 2016  
FASHION TRENDS

REUSABLE BAGS:  
With every purchase at Em&Lee, 
customers receive a signature 
Willa reusable bag. Every time 
a customer brings the bag back 
to the store and spends at least 
$30, he or she will receive $5 off 
that purchase. The reusable bag 
discount is good at any Em&Lee or 
Willa location. 

LOYALTY CARD:  
The loyalty card at Em&Lee has 
12 squares, which are stamped 
at each transaction. Once the 
card is filled up, the customer is 
allowed to choose any item in the 
store—regardless of price—to take 
home for free. The loyalty card can 
be used at any Willa or Em&Lee 
location. 

PRIVATE PARTIES: 
Em&Lee and Willa both host private 
shopping parties for groups of at 
least 10 guests. During the parties, 
the store will have two associates 
to help the group shop while also 
providing drinks, appetizers and 
free giveaways. The party host 
receives a certain percentage off 
his or her total, based on how much 
is spent during the party.

Store Manager Dana Marts said the 
following pieces are some of the 
more popular styles women can 
look forward to wearing this fall: 
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Rolland’s Gastropub

45
Rayford Rd.
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Rolland’s Gastropub
Rayford Road’s newest concept offers house-infused cocktails, high-quality food

E ver since Chip Jackson opened 
Rolland’s Gastropub in 
August, it has become a place 

to go for house-infused cocktails, 
high-quality food and live music.

General Manager John Michael said 
Rolland’s Gastropub, located off Ray-
ford Road, took over Crescent Moon 
Wine Bar after Jackson liked the facil-
ity and saw an opportunity to buy it. 
Michael said Jackson, who is also the 
owner of nearby Tewbeleaux’s Sports 
Bar & Grill, created a completely new 
concept and menu with the gastropub.

“We’re unique because of our craft 
cocktails, and you are also going to 
get five-star quality food in a casual 
setting,” Michael said. “We’re a whole 
different concept from Tewbeleaux’s—
we’re definitely not a sports bar.”

The menu at Rolland’s features a 

variety of food, such as petit plates 
that are meant to be shared, Tuscan 
and field salads, Italian and meat 
lovers pizzas, an Angus burger and 
entrees that include chicken Marsala, 
pork chops and scallops. Customers 
can also order craft beer, infused 
cocktails or a glass of wine from Rol-
land’s wine list. 

“As a gastropub, there’s a food con-
cept,” Michael said. “We’re very orig-
inal with our [menu]. The chef and I 
were excited to do something different 
at this location. We also wanted cool 
cocktail infusions—it’s what we envi-
sioned for the menu.”

Michael said live music by local 
bands is also a key aspect of the gas-
tropub, with live performances taking 
place Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
nights. Happy hour, which is from  

FIRST LOOK

440 Rayford Road, Spring
281-364-9463
www.rollandsgastropub.com
Hours: Tue.-Thu. 3-11 p.m., Fri.-Sat.  
3 p.m.-1 a.m., closed Sundays and 
Mondays

Mushrooms ($11) are a petit plate favorite at 
Rolland’s Gastropub.

Shrimp shots ($15) are made with fennel and 
herb shrimp and a mango Sriracha puree. 

General Manager John Michael stands in front of the infused alcohol mixes that can be found at 
Rolland’s Gastropub, which opened in August off Rayford Road.

By Abigail Loop

Customers can try these three 
unique menu items at the 
gastropub:

Baguettes: steak tenderloin, 
jalapeno jam, goat cheese and 
piquillo peppers ($15)

Mushrooms: loaded with 
Spanish chorizo, garlic, gouda 
and Sriracha on the side ($11)

Caramelized pineapple 
martini: made with Rolland’s 
house-infused caramel pineapple 
vodka, shaken and stirred ($10)

3-7 p.m. daily, is also a prominent 
feature of Rolland’s.

“Happy hour is key for this place, 
we really want to build a happy hour-
type business,” Michael said. “We’d 
definitely like to see the old clients 
from Crescent Moon Wine Bar give 
us a shot, and I expect we’ll get more 
customers here in the future.”

Happy hour offerings at Rolland’s 

include $5 pizzas, $5 infusions and $5 
select small plates.

As far as opening another Rolland’s 
location in the future, Michael said 
the notion is a possibility.

“It’s possible; we’d have to see how 
we do here first,” he said.  “I think 
people should come down here and 
give us a shot. Everything here is 
great.”
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New Homes from the Upper $300s - $600s from Four Award-Winning Builders.

LIVING  

TALL TREES
LAVISH POOL
TRUE  MODERN

Create a true sense of home at Woodson’s Reserve, 

a distinctive master planned community in North 

Houston located on the Grand Parkway. A place 

where you don’t have to choose between the 

convenience of city living and the comfort of natural beauty. 

Discover miles of spacious, unspoiled nature nestled among 

everything you love to see, do and experience. This is the life 

you deserve.

Open daily. Brokers welcome. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should 
not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.

For more information,  v is it  WoodsonsReserve.com

From I-45N:

East on Grand Parkway.

Exit Imperial Promenade Townsen Blvd.

& nature

ENJOYMENT.
COMMUNITYLAKES 

NOW STOCKED

LIKE US!
FOLLOW US!

@WoodsonsReserve
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Namaste Indian Restaurant Namaste Indian Restaurant 

Sawdust Rd.                     Rayford Rd.

Hema and Jitu Chudasama opened Namaste Indian Restaurant off Sawdust Road in 2015. 
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Namaste Indian Restaurant
Local couple crafts authentic Northern Indian cuisine

W hen Jitu Chudasama was 
laid off from Hewlett-Pack-
ard Co. in 2015 after 

spending 30 years in the technology 
industry, he and his wife, Hema, 
decided it was time to live out their 
dream and open their own restaurant.  

The Chudasamas opened Namaste 
Indian Restaurant off Sawdust Road in 
Spring in May 2015. Originally from 
Gujrati, a northern state of India, the 
couple’s heritage is celebrated through 
the restaurant.  

“Cooking and meeting people 
always have been my passion—so 
I always kind of wanted to open a 
restaurant—that was my dream,” Jitu 
Chudasama said. “Not many people 
get to live their dream, and I had the 
opportunity to get into the restaurant 
business so I took it.” 

The eatery specializes in northern 
Indian cuisine while also dabbling 
in some southern Indian dishes and 
fusion foods, which combine more 
than one type of cuisine. Namaste 
boasts authentically trained Indian 
chefs, who have a combined 40 years 
of experience in the kitchen, he said. 

“If you look in The Woodlands and 
Spring areas, Namaste is the only 
restaurant that serves authentic north 
Indian food,” Chadasama said. “I 
have yet to impress a lot of locals—
Texans—to come out and try Indian 
food, but the people who are already    

DINING FEATURE 

202 Sawdust Road, Ste. 115, Spring 
281-298-5570
www.namasteir.com
Hours: Sun.-Sat. 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 5-10 p.m. 

By Hannah Zedaker

Food phrases: 
• CHAAT: These salty snacks 

are served with an array of 
sweet and spicy chutneys. 

• CHUTNEY: These fresh 
relishes are made with fruits, 
vegetables and herbs. 

• CURRY: A combination of 
stir-fried wet masala, various 
spices and seasonings are 
combined with meat, poultry, 
vegetables or fish to produce 
a stew-type dish. 

• MASALA: Spices, herbs and 
other seasonings—typical-
ly onion, garlic, ginger and 
tomatoes—are ground or 
pounded together.  

• NAN: Indian flatbread is 
made from wheat and baked 
in a tandoor, a traditional 
oven. 

• TIKKA: Skewered boneless 
meat cubes are cooked in a 
tandoor.

familiar with Indian food already 
know how good it is. It’s a different 
type of cuisine, and I think you have 
to try it to like it.” 

With more than 100 items on the 
menu, the restaurant has both veg-
etarian and nonvegetarian options. 
Some of the most popular items 
include chicken tikka masala, butter 
chicken, lamb curry and a variety of 
dosas, which are rice batter and lentil 
crepes. Namaste also offers 10 differ-
ent types of freshly baked nan as well 
as unique Indian beverages, such as 
mango lassi, which is a yogurt-based 
drink, mint lemonade, Indian soda 
and Indian beer. 

Namaste offers a lunch buffet daily 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. and an a la carte 
dinner menu every day from 5-10 p.m. 
The buffet costs $10.99 and includes 
18-20 items to choose from on a daily 
basis, including appetizers, entrees 
and desserts. 

“At my restaurant everything is 
made fresh, but it’s at the price of fast 
food,” Chudasama said. “You get a 

freshly cooked meal here for $10.99, 
and you get 20 items—if you were to 
go to any fast-food restaurant, you 
wouldn’t get 20 items for $10.99. I buy 
fresh produce twice a week and I buy 
the best ingredients available, and I 
take a lot of pride in that.” 

Namaste also has an extensive 
catering menu specializing in different 
regions of India and can host private 
parties for up to 30 people in the main 
dining room upon request. 

Now in their second year of busi-
ness, the Chudasamas said they are 
hopeful more Houston residents will 
be able to experience their culture’s 
cuisine in the future. 

“I want to expand and build another 
restaurant in the Houston area—that’s 
my dream or goal for 2017,” he said. 

Samosas ($3.99) are a deep-fried pastry filled 
with spiced potato and peas.

The masala dosa ($6.99) is a rice batter and 
lentil crepe stuffed with spiced potatoes, fried 
onions and spices. 

Chicken tikka masala ($10.99) is barbecued 
boneless chicken sauteed with herbs in curry.

The restaurant can host private parties for up 
to 30 guests in the main dining room.

“Cooking and meeting 
people always have been 

my passion.”
—Jitu Chudasama, Namaste Indian  

Restaurant owner

45
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FINDING UNCOMMON 
SOLUTIONS FOR ONE OF THE 
MOST COMMON CANCERS.
At Houston Methodist, we take an aggressive approach to fi ghting 
breast cancer. From accelerating high-potential research to 
creating unique treatments based on a tumor’s genetics, we offer 
more innovative options to fi ght breast cancer at every stage.

Our breast care specialists in The Woodlands are here to help with
• Mammograms, using the most advanced imaging technology
• Specialized programs for high-risk patients and aggressive 

forms of breast cancer
• Surgery and the latest options for breast reconstruction 

Our expanded offerings in 2017 will include
• Support services including patient navigators and spiritual care
• Clinical trials and innovative research focused on prevention 

and survivorship

To schedule your mammogram, call 936.270.3600.
Visit houstonmethodist.org/fi ghtbreastcancer to learn more 
about our breast cancer services. 

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER • BAY AREA • EAST HOUSTON • SUGAR LAND
UPPER KIRBY • WEST HOUSTON • WILLOWBROOK • THE WOODLANDS
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4   David Memorial Drive 
extension
This Shenandoah Municipal 
Development District project will extend 
David Memorial Drive from Shenandoah 
Park Drive to Hwy. 242. Shenandoah 
City Council unanimously awarded a 
contract bid Sept. 28 to begin Phase 
1 of this project as well as a bid for 
wetland mitigation on the construction 
site. Phase 1 is expected to be 
complete by next summer, however 
there is no projected timeline for the 
remaining phases. Upon completion, 
the project is expected to improve 
mobility east of I-45 by providing a 
north-south connector without having to 
travel by I-45 or its frontage road. 

Timeline: fall 2016-June 2017  
(Phase 1) 
Cost: $2.3 million
Funding sources: Shenandoah 
Municipal Development District

5   Rayford Road improvements
This Montgomery County Precinct 3 
road bond project will widen Rayford 
Road from four lanes to six between 
Lazy Lane and the Grand Parkway. 
In addition, an overpass will be 
constructed over the Union Pacific 
Corp. railroad tracks. The project is 
in the civil design phase and in the 
process of acquiring right of way and 
utility coordination. Upon completion, 
the project is expected to improve east-
west traffic flow and safety along the 
Rayford corridor. 

Timeline: 2017-late 2019
Cost: $60 million
Funding sources: Montgomery 
County Precinct 3
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paving and striping was completed 
in late September, and construction 
on the traffic signal is expected to 
be complete in November, weather 
permitting. 

Timeline: August-November 2016
Cost: $250,000
Funding sources: Montgomery 
County Precinct 3

1   I-45 HOV lanes
The I-45 high-occupancy vehicle 
lane extension project will add two 
17.6-mile lanes, one northbound 
and one southbound, along I-45 
from South Loop 336 in Conroe to 
FM 1960 in north Harris County. 
The southbound HOV lane was 
supposed to open Sept. 15, 
however inclement weather delayed 
the lane striping, according to the 
Texas Department of Transportation. 
The southbound lane opening has 
been backdated to late October, 
and there is no projected opening 
date for the northbound HOV lane 
as of press time. 

Timeline: October 2015-TBD
Cost: $2.6 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

2   Kuykendahl Road bridge
A dual bridge will be built along 

Kuykendahl Road over Spring Creek in 
an effort to mitigate traffic congestion 
between Montgomery and Harris 
counties. The project bid was awarded 
to the successful low bidder, Texas 
Sterling Construction Co., on June 30, 
and the notice to proceed was issued 
Sept. 26. The contract allows 270 days 
for installation. 

Timeline: late September 2016-June 
2017
Cost: $6 million
Funding sources: Woodlands Road 
Utility District, Montgomery County, 
Harris County

3   Improvements to Branch 
Crossing and Terramont drives
This Montgomery County Precinct 3 
project will add right- and left-turn 
lanes at the intersection of Branch 
Crossing and Terramont drives 
as well as a new traffic signal and 
flashing yellow arrow. The lane 
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Under consideration

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Hannah Zedaker
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6   Robinson Road/Woodlands 
Parkway and I-45
This TxDOT project would convert the 
intersection of I-45 and Robinson Road/
Woodlands Parkway into a diamond 
interchange including frontage road 
U-turn lanes. A representative of Brown 
& Gay Engineers gave a presentation of 

the proposal to the Oak Ridge North City 
Council Sept. 26. The project is in the 
study phase and is expected to improve 
traffic flow upon completion. 

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $3 million
Funding sources: TxDOT
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marthaturner.com  |  281.367.7637
Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

CONROE 
Eagle Pointe | $1.8+mil 
5/5.5+ - ±5,936 sf 
±1 acre in Woodforest | golf course 
Jenny Overstreet | 713.530.7611

LAKE CONROE 
Harbor Breeze Drive | $1.4+mil 
5-6/5.5+ - ±8,951 sf 
waterfront in Grand Harbor
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

GROGANS MILL 
Breezin Court | $370s 
2/2 - ±2,418 sf 
desirable 1-story in The Retreat   
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

MONTGOMERY 
Monterrey Bend | $490s 
4/3.5 - ±3,844 sf 
Woodforest home with pool 
Jenny Overstreet | 713.530.7611

SPRING 
Lapeer Court | $890s 
6-7/6.5+ - ±6,353 sf 
2 masters | outdoor kitchen  
Debbie Callan | 713.558.2270

MAGNOLIA 
Overbrook Lane | $880s 
4/3.5 - ±5,161 sf 
waterfront in gated community  
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

SPRING 
Pinewood Heights Drive | $320s 
4/3 - ±3,280 sf 
like new in Auburn Lakes   
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

For a limited time all 
in-stock Schonbek crystal 

chandeliers are on sale.

PLUS, 20% OFF special 
orders on all Schonbek.

Magnolia   32411 FM 2978, Suite A   281-298-5200      
AnthologyLighting.com    Follow us on Facebook  

SAVE
30%-50% 

Off All Schonbek Crystal!

*Sale ends 10/31/16. In-stock items only. Not  
available with other offers. Offer excludes  

prior promotions and special pricing. 

**

All you need is LIGHT

Schonbek Crystal Savings Event!

*

2330 FM 1488, Suite 200,
The Woodlands, TX 77384

For centuries, salt therapy has provided 
relief from asthma, bronchitis, allergies, 
eczema and many other breathing and 
skin conditions. The remedy is coming 
to The Woodlands area. Salt Remedy 
is the salt therapy spa for children
and adults.

936-271-SALT (7258)
saltremedy.net

easier.Breathe
better.Feel

life.Enjoy

Opening
MID-OCTOBER
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New fire station added east of 
I-45 in Sleepy Hollow community

Conroe ISD trustees name new 
high school, elementary school

By Beth Marshall 
Montgomery County Emergency 

Services District No. 4 officials 
opened a new fire station Sept. 24 to 
serve communities on the east side of 
I-45. Fire Station 62 is located at 11831 
Sleepy Hollow Road, Conroe. 

Kevin Hosler, fire chief of Mont-
gomery County ESD No. 4, said 
building Station 62 was necessary 
because railroad tracks near the 
service area were delaying first 
responders trying to reach homes in 
the Tamina, Sleepy Hollow, White 
Oaks Estates and Chateau Woods 
communities. 

“There’s a lot of development that’s 
going in that way,” Hosler said. “The 
other problem that we had over there 
is that area is isolated by the railroad 
tracks. There [are] areas over there 
that is both ours and South Mont-
gomery County’s fire departments, 
but if a train crosses those tracks, it 
puts that on an island basically.”

Previously, it took first respond-
ers eight to 12 minutes to get to the 

By Beth Marshall 
Conroe ISD trustees reached a 

decision Sept. 20 to name the dis-
trict’s new elementary school after 
Lucille J. Bradley, a longtime educator 
who died at age 100 in 2014. 

The board debated between naming 
the school after Bradley or 37-year 
CISD employee Kathy Clark, who 
now works part time. Ultimately, the 
vote was 4-1, in favor of Bradley.

“I think that Mrs. Bradley is most 
deserving of this,” CISD Board 
Member Datren Williams said. “The 
years that she served during the time 
in which she served—you just can’t 
speak enough praises to someone 
who served that many years.”

A topic brought up during the 
debate was whether people should 
have a school named after them if 
they are still serving the district.

Other schools, such as Jean Stewart 
Elementary School, have been named 
after employees who shifted to part-
time status in CISD.

The board also decided to name the 

NEWS BRIEFS

communities east of the railroad 
tracks without a train interfering 
with the drive time, Hosler said. 
Now, it takes first responders three 
to five minutes to arrive. 

Station 62 houses three full-time, 
24/7 firefighters, one part-time fire-
fighter and two volunteers at  
all times. 

Fire Station 62 serves the residents of Sleepy 
Hollow, Tamina, White Oak Estates and  
Chateau Woods.
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For more information visit 
communityimpact.com

new high school Grand Oaks High 
School. It is expected to open in time 
for the 2018-19 school year. 

“This process, although it’s new to 
several of us, is not easy,” CISD Board 
Member Skeeter Hubert said.  “We 
would love to have more schools and 
everybody’s name on here, but unfor-
tunately, that’s not going to be the 
case. Just because a name is not picked 
doesn’t mean that we don’t think it’s 
worthy of the name of the schools.”

Lucille J. Bradley Elementary 
School is slated to open in August 
2017, in time for the new school year. 

FACT:

Studies show that children who  
spend time in the garden develop  
a love for fruits and vegetables.

BALANCED LEARNING® WAY:

Look, I made a carrot!

FIVE LOCATIONS IN THE AREA!
Primrose School of Harmony | 281.907.6900 
Primrose School of Imperial Oaks | 281.364.7400
Primrose School of The Woodlands at College Park | 936.321.5900
Primrose School of The Woodlands at Creekside Park | 281.351.7300 
Primrose School of The Woodlands at Sterling Ridge | 281.681.3500

Each Primrose school is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools® and 
Balanced Learning® are registered trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. 
©2016 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved. See primroseschools.com 
for ‘fact’ source and curriculum detail.
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thousands of teachers across the state.
“Every year when 80,000 new 

kids enter the [Texas public 
education] system, that creates 
thousands of jobs that need to 
be filled just to educate those 

80,000,” Godsey said. “That’s 
about the size of a Fort Worth school 
district coming on board every single 
year in Texas.”

Since the 2010-11 academic year, 
CISD has added 7,069 students, 
according to the Population and Sur-
vey Analysts demographics firm. To 
address the growth, CISD added 122 
new teaching positions for 2016-17.

“With an enrollment growth of 
approximately 1,500 students per 
year, we add the teachers and support 
staff as necessary to meet the needs of 
our learners,” Sharples said.

Although new teachers are coming 
on board, Sharples said relocation 
and retirement challenge teacher 
retention. 

“Our analysis of teacher retention 
shows that relocation is one of the top 
reasons for leaving CISD,”  
Sharples said. 

Since the 2010-11 academic year, 
TISD has added 3,451 students, 
according to PASA. Meanwhile, 
MISD has added 993 students in 
the last five years. To keep up with 
increased enrollment, MISD added 
15 classroom-related positions for 
2016-17. MISD has a total of about 
150 new teachers starting in 2016-17.

TISD added 63 new teaching 
positions for 2016-17 to staff its new 
Creekside Park Junior High School, 
which opened in August. A total of 
135 new teachers joined the district 
this academic year.

“When you’re used to being in a 
district that has student growth and 
economic growth, you have to plan 
for it,” Morris said. 

MISD Director of Communica-
tions Denise Meyers said although 

By Anna Dembowski
While school districts grapple with 

the effects of a statewide teacher 
shortage, Conroe, Tomball and Mag-
nolia ISDs are keeping positions filled 
by increasing teacher salaries and 
prioritizing retention.

Nationally, 500,000 teachers exit 
the industry each year, collectively 
costing school districts as much as 
$2 billion annually in recruiting 
and training teacher replacements, 
according to a 2014 report from the 
Alliance for Excellent Education, a 
national education policy and advo-
cacy organization. In Texas alone, the 
teacher turnover costs school districts 
$235 million annually, the report 
stated.

CISD, MISD and TISD lost 13.1 
percent, 15.8 percent and 10.8 percent 
of their teachers, respectively, between 
the 2012-13 and 2013-14 school years, 
according to the Texas Education 
Agency’s most recent data. 

Although district officials down-
played the effects of the statewide 
shortage in local schools, the three 
school districts are boosting salaries 

and enhancing workplace environ-
ments to remain competitive, avoid 
turnover and keep pace with enroll-
ment growth.

“I think we are attractive enough 
for teachers to want to come and 
live in our district,” MISD Chief 
Financial Officer Erich Morris 
said. “There’s no indicator that the 
teacher shortage in any capacity is 
really causing us any issues at  
this point.”

Tomball ISD Superintendent Huey 
Kinchen also said TISD has yet to see 
a significant effect from the  
statewide trend.

“We have not experienced a teacher 
shortage in Tomball ISD,” Kinchen 
said. “However, retaining quality 
teachers is very important.”

Teacher demand
According to the U.S. Department 

of Education, Texas was federally rec-
ognized for teacher shortages in sev-
eral subject areas for the 2014-15 and 
2015-16 school years. These include: 
English as a second language, career 
and technical education, computer 
science, mathematics, science and 
special education on the elementary 
and secondary levels.

“These content areas are in demand 
across the nation as there are fewer 
candidates graduating from univer-
sities,” said Kathy Sharples, CISD 
director of human resources.

Gary Godsey, executive director 
of Association of Texas Professional 
Educators, said thousands of new stu-
dents enroll in Texas public schools 
each year, requiring districts to hire 

Woodlands-area districts working to retain teachers

“Every year when 80,000 new kids enter the 
[Texas public education] system, that creates 
thousands of jobs that need to be filled just 
to educate those 80,000.”

—Gary Godsey, Association of Texas Professional Educators executive director

Local school districts set competitive starting annual salaries to recruit and hire new teachers.

Starting salaries FY 2016-17

MONTGOMERY 
ISD

$48,000

MAGNOLIA 
ISD

$49,500

SPRING ISD
$51,760

TOMBALL ISD

$52,000
CONROE 

ISD
$51,500

$47,804*
TEXAS

Sources: area school districts/Community Impact Newspaper

*Data from 2015-16 school year 
2016-17 data unavailable

EDUCATION

LSC- University Center  •  3232 College Drive •  The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options 
to complete your undergraduate or 

graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.

TAKE YOUR CAREER TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands
BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL

Attend one of our free
information sessions

 

Undergraduates
    Saturday, Oct 15 • Noon
MS-Psychology

 Thursday, Oct 13 • 7 pm

Sign up online at 
www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession
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recruiting teachers for some subject 
areas—such as science, technology, 
engineering and math courses—is 
harder than others, the district has 
not struggled to fill vacant teaching 
positions.

“We have the teachers that we need. 
I think the challenge is finding the 
specialty areas and that’s always been 
a challenge—like those STEM classes, 
the high-level chemistry classes, 
bilingual teachers,” she said. “Those 
are always a challenge [to find].”

Increasing salaries
To address demand for new teach-

ers, school districts are boosting 
salaries to remain competitive and are 
looking beyond Texas for teachers.

Recruiting teachers from out of 
state is a growing trend through-
out Texas. Between 2011 and 2015, 
the number of out-of-state teachers 
receiving Texas certification increased 
from 2,370 to 3,875, according to  
the TEA. Although local districts are 
not spending significant funds on 
out-of-state recruitment efforts, they 
continue to increase salaries to stay 
competitive with other districts. 

CISD offers first-year teachers 
$51,500 in fiscal year 2016-17, com-
pared with $51,000 last fiscal year. 
The average starting annual salary for 
a teacher in Texas schools with more 
than 10,000 students in FY 2015-16 
was $47,804, according to the Texas 
Association of School Boards. CISD 
increased teacher salaries overall by 
about 3 percent for FY 2016-17.

CISD also provides a health and 
wellness center for its employees.

“That’s a huge tool both in retaining 
and bringing in teacher candidates,” 
Sharples said.

Morris said teacher recruitment 
costs MISD between $5,000-$10,000 
each year. He estimates 70 percent of 
MISD teachers come from within  
the state.

“We don’t do near as much [trav-
eling to recruit teachers] as other 
districts do,” he said.

 TISD and MISD increased salaries 
for returning teachers by 2 and 4 
percent, respectively, for the 2016-17 
school year.

In TISD, the starting salary for a 
TISD teacher has grown from $51,250 
in 2015-16 to $52,000 for FY  
2016-17. A first-year teacher at MISD 
will receive $49,500 in FY 2016-17, 
compared with $48,000 last year.

In an effort to retain teachers, 
Kinchen said TISD not only focuses 
on offering competitive salaries but 
also strives to shows its teachers they 
are valued.

“We offer teachers continued 
support through professional devel-
opment, and we have increased 
technology for teachers to use in the 
classroom,” Kinchen said. 

Morris said MISD strives to offer 
teachers a salary competitive to the 
surrounding districts to encourage 
teacher retention as well as increase 
supplemental income, such as bene-
fits and extracurricular stipends. 

Although it is higher than the state-
wide average salary, MISD’s starting 
salary is lower than that of nearby 
districts, such as TISD, Cy-Fair ISD 
and Spring ISD, all of which have 
higher student enrollment.

Morris said one way to solve the 
teacher shortage is to again value the 
teaching profession, encouraging 
students to become teachers.

“There’s a need for a mindset 
change at our federal and state gov-
ernment levels in terms of getting 
back to the era of valuing our teachers 
and the teaching profession—just as 
we do within our district,” Morris 
said.

Combating teacher turnover
Local district officials are exploring ways to keep instructors in the classroom by 
increasing pay, enhancing workplace environments and recruiting from a wider talent 
pool.

FY 2012-13 FY 2013-14FY 2011-12 FY 2014-15 FY 2015-16 

The average annual salary for teachers is on the rise at Conroe, Magnolia and Tomball ISDs.

Sources: Texas Education Agency, National Education Association, Texas Association of School Boards, Population and Survey Analysts/Community 
Impact Newspaper  *data not available for 2016-17
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“PRESERVE FAMILY MEMORIES”

Transfer Home Movies to DVD

Restore Damaged Photos

Scan Slides and Prints

Print on Metal and Canvas5106 Louetta Rd., Spring, TX 77379 • (281) 370 - 2220
photosource.com      Tues-Fri: 10:00am - 5:30pm



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com24

The Woodlands Township makes offer to buy Creekside Park YMCA
By Marie Leonard

Following months of feedback 
from residents of The Woodlands, 
the township board of directors 
voted Sept. 28 to execute a sales 
contract to purchase the former 
Creekside Park YMCA at 6464 
Creekside Forest Drive for $4.5 mil-
lion. In addition to the facility, the 
contract also included the purchase 
of improvements and structures 
constructed on the land. 

The YMCA of Greater Houston 
announced in April the location 
would immediately discontinue 

fitness facility services and close 
when day camp programs wrapped 
up in the summer. Following the 
announcement, Creekside Park res-
idents initiated a petition to salvage 
the facility and asked the township 
board to consider purchasing the 
YMCA. 

During the township’s budget 
workshop meetings in mid-August, 
the board took a step forward in the 
process and voted to place $100,000 
in the fiscal year 2016-17 budget 
to cover initial operating costs for 
the facility should the purchase be 

finalized. Additionally, the board of 
directors also set aside $6 million for 
future communitywide parks proj-
ects during the budget process.

Township Director Gordy Bunch 
said the potential purchase will put the 
amenities in Creekside Park on the same 
level as other areas of The Woodlands.

“It also creates a tremendous 
opportunity to engage in further 
development of the Spring Creek 
Greenway and partner with Com-
missioner [Jack] Cagle on what he’s 
already establishing,” he said. “I’m 
excited for our community to have 

this new potential asset added to our 
Parks and Rec Department.” 

Township Director Mike Bass said 
the motion is a great step forward. 

“It will certainly make the people 
in Creekside [Park] feel like they’re 
part of The Woodlands, but it will 
also be a big benefit to those who live 
on the southern part of the Mont-
gomery County part of The Wood-
lands,” he said. 

The facility could be reopened to 
residents by spring 2017, contingent 
on the YMCA board accepting the 
offer.

COMMUNITY

A group of residents in The Woodlands urged the township’s board of directors to purchase the 
former Creekside Park YMCA. The township made an offer on the facility in late September.
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6464 Creekside Forest Drive

“I’m excited for our 
community to have 
this new potential 
asset added to our 
Parks and Rec  
Department.”

—Township Director Gordy Bunch

PRIVATE DINING
It is nev� t� late to b�k 
y�r h�iday p	ty.

Visit us on:www.jaspersthewoodlands.com

Market Street 
9595 Six Pines Dr.  The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-298-6600

Call to schedule your appointment at

281-364-8600
8am-5pm M-F. All credit cards accepted.

4800 W Panther Creek, STE 100
The Woodlands, TX 77381

www.steppediatrics.com - We accept BCBS, Aetna, Humana, United Healthcare, Cigna and other insurance
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Nonprofit to open autism 
school in The Woodlands
By Hannah Zedaker

After spending several 
years in the public educa-
tion sector, four teachers 
are addressing a void in The 
Woodlands by opening a new 
school next fall for autistic 
students.

ASD Hope Inc. will open 
Texas Autism Academy in 
The Woodlands, but a specific 
location has not yet been 
selected. ASD Hope is a local 
nonprofit formed in 2015 by 
President Jane Walls, Vice 
President Cary Mollinedo, 
treasurer Shelinta Perez and 
board certified behavior ana-
lyst Ann Maddox. 

“What ASD Hope is doing 
is coming in and filling a gap 
that currently exists in our 
community and in most com-
munities,” said Amy Woods, 
president and scientific advi-
sor of Families for Effective 
Autism Treatment-Houston. 

“We need to have scientifi-
cally-based, evidence-based 
teaching procedures applied 
across the entire educational 
model. It starts with early 
intervention, but we need to 
be able to address each one of 
these deficits.” 

Most families affected by 
autism that live in The Wood-
lands area only have access 
to clinical settings for their 
children, forcing parents to 
home-school their children in 
addition to receiving therapy 
separately in a clinic, Perez 
said. Texas Autism Academy 
will strive to combine both 
needs under one roof, school 
officials said. 

The institution will be a 
private school, integrating 
applied behavior analysis 
tactics throughout its curric-
ulum, tailored for all students 
on the autism spectrum. The 
school will open with six 

EDUCATION

classrooms and an enrollment 
of 42 students ages 4 to 8.

The entire staff will be 
trained in ABA techniques, 
and each classroom will have 
a teacher to student ratio of 
2-to-7. Occupational, speech 
and physical therapy will 
also be available at the school 
for students who need those 
services. 

Each year, Texas Autism 
Academy officials said they 
plan to grow the school by 
one grade level, until it has 
students ranging in age 
from 4 to 22. The school will 

eventually offer job training 
and junior college classes. 

The founders plan to add 
inclusion and mainstream 
classrooms in the future and 
extracurricular classes for 
autistic community members.

The projected annual tui-
tion for the academy will be 
between $20,000 and $22,000 
per student. 

“Eventually, we want to be 
able to open a charter school 
to serve families that can’t 
afford private school tuition,” 
Maddox said. “It should be 
accessible to everyone; not 

just people who have a certain 
insurance plan or a lot of 
money in their bank account.” 

ASD Hope Inc. officials said 
the ultimate objective is to 
address this deficit in com-
munities all over Texas. To 
begin their endeavor, how-
ever, they will begin in their 
own backyard.

“We want to serve as many 
kids as we can; we’re looking 
to the future,” Walls said. 

For more information 
about ASD Hope and Texas 
Autism Academy, visit    
www.asdhope.com.
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AUTISM  
averages
Autism spectrum disorder is the 
fastest-growing develomental 
disability in the U.S.  

Autism can be reliably diagnosed by the  

age of 2  
however; most children are  

not diagnosed until the 

age of 4. 

More than  

3.5 million 
 Americans live with autism 

spectrum disorder.  

Total cost per year for autistic children in the U.S. is an estimated  

$11.5 billion-$60.9 billion. 

Cost of lifelong care can 
be reduced by  

two-thirds  
with early diagnosis and 

intervention. 

Typical public schools have a               
teacher-to-student ratio of  

1-to-22 respectively;  
Texas Autism Academy will have a     

teacher-to-student ratio of  
2-to-7, respectively. 

Prevalence of autism in U.S.  
children has increased  

119.4 percent 
 from 2000 (1 in 150) to 2014 (1 in 68). 
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Policies for short-term 
rental properties under 
review in The Woodlands
By Abigail Loop

New policies for short-term 
rental properties through 
companies like Airbnb will be 
in place in The Woodlands by 
the end of the year.

The new policies are a result 
of The Woodlands Develop-
ment Standards Committee’s 
idea to get ahead of the short-
term rental properties that 
have developed in The Wood-
lands, Chairwoman Deborah 
Sargeant said. 

Airbnb rental properties 
enable local hosts in an area 
to rent out their house or 
apartment to visitors. There 
are about 100 Airbnb rental 
properties available in The 
Woodlands area as of early 
October. Rental prices start at 
$30 a night and go up to $600. 

Sargeant said after holding 
public forums and discuss-
ing ideas with residents, 
the township’s Residential 
Design Review Committee 
and the legal department, 
the proposed policies will be 
presented to The Woodlands 
Township board of directors 
by the end of the year.

“This is the first time we 
have ever addressed this,” 
Sargeant said. “The committee 
has spent a great deal of time 
on these policies to go in the 
right direction.”

Sargeant said one of the 
main policies short-term 

rental property owners will 
have to follow is incorporating 
the short-term rental policy 
with the home business policy. 
This means Airbnb rental 
owners will have to follow the 
same rules and regulations as 
business owners in The Wood-
lands who use their home as a 
location for their business. 

In comparison to other 
cities in the Greater Houston 
area, The Woodlands’ policies 
on short-term rentals differ. 
In Sugar Land, which also has 
about 100 Airbnb properties 
in the area, a rental property 
owner has to meet require-
ments that include annually 
filing for a rental license, 
paying an $87 licensing fee, 
and maintaining the property 
in compliance with health and 
property maintenance city 
codes.

Fred Domenick, general 
manager of The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel & 
Convention Center, said as 
a state hotel board member, 
he welcomes competition in 
the hotel industry as long as 
it is on an equal playing field, 
meaning Airbnb properties 
should also pay hotel occu-
pancy tax.

“More rentals will have 
some impact, but we haven’t 
really seen it here in the local 
market,” Domenick said. 
“Airbnb doesn’t pay hotel tax, 

TOWNSHIP UPCOMING  
SHORT-TERM RENTAL POLICIES

so I think it would be prob-
lematic getting that active 
here. I’m not sure how it would 
be done. It’s no question that 
The Woodlands will bring 
more visitors.”

Hennie Van Rensburg, 
director of covenant adminis-
tration for the township, said 
at the previously held public 
forum, committee members 
discovered most people were 

staying in short-term rentals 
for events like the Ironman 
[Texas North American 
Championship] and hospital 
visits in The Woodlands area.

“Folks here expressed use 
of the properties during 
events or for other purposes, 
such as hospital stays,” he 
said. “I don’t know if more 
will develop here though. ”

Sargeant agreed with Van 

Rensburg and said she does 
not expect The Woodlands  
to become a major destination 
for short-term rentals.

“It’s just not the nature of 
our neighborhood,” Sargeant 
said. “I can’t see it turning 
into a short-term rental des-
tination. We’re not a vaca-
tion place like Myrtle Beach 
[South Carolina]—it’s the 
suburbs.”

The Woodlands is developing policies for short-term rentals, including 
Airbnb properties. The following five policies have been proposed: 

A rental owner must 
incorporate the 

short-term rental 
policy with the home 

business policy.

A rental owner can 
rent out a property 
for no more than 

30 days.

The short-term 
rental property 
must contribute  
to hotel taxes.

The rental owner 
can rent out no 

more than  
25 percent of floor 

area.

The resident owner 
must be present 

at the home that is 
being rented.
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This map shows Airbnb rentals 
in The Woodlands area and their 
prices per night compared to 
hotels in The Woodlands.

AIRBNB RENTALS 
IN THE WOODLANDS

Airbnb rental

$32

$43

$125

$125

$400

$75

$115

$75

$149

$199

$212

$229

$190

$163

Homewood Suites by Hilton 
Houston-Woodlands: $149

Courtyard Houston  
The Woodlands: $94

Hyatt Centric  
The Woodlands: $259

The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel & Convention 
Center: $299

The Westin at  
The Woodlands: $295

1

1

2

3

4

5

2

3 4 5

Sources: Airbnb, area hotels/Community Impact Newspaper

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex issues for over twenty-five years 
as a large firm partner and as the owner of a boutique firm. 

We provide counsel and expertise on: 

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 550A - The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

Who do you turn to when you have an estate, business or tax issue?

We provide counsel and expertise on: 

• Business, Family, Estate and Trust 
   Litigation

• Asset Protection and Charitable 
   Planning

• Business Planning and Exit Strategies• Estate, Trust and Tax Planning

• Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
   Disability Planning Documents

• Probate, Estate Administration and 
   Trust administration
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Conroe ISD  projects

EDUCATION

Compiled By Beth Marshall

Lucille J. Bradley Elementary School, near the Birnham Woods commu-
nity, is on track to be complete for the 2017-18 school year. 

Renovations to the girls locker room at The Woodlands High School 
were finished in time for the start of the 2016-17 school year. 

Construction was completed in August on a welding classroom at the 
Oak Ridge High School Ninth Grade campus. 

Grand Oaks High School, slated to be complete by 2018, is being 
built near the Grand Parkway off Woodson’s Reserve Parkway. 

Construction on a robotics lab is underway at College Park High School in The Woodlands.
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Conroe ISD is accommodating population growth on the east side of I-45 by constructing a new elementary school and a new high school in the Oak Ridge 
feeder zone. Additionally, several projects have been completed or are underway throughout the district. The girls locker room renovations at The Woodlands 
High School were funded by the district’s general fund. However, funding for the other projects comes from the district’s $4.87 million 2015 bond referendum. 

Don’t Delay – Register Today! Visit  
WWW.JOHNCOOPER.ORG/SPECIALEVENTS  
or contact the Advancement Office at  
281-367-0900 ext. 2441.

www.johncooper.org

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and  
Convention Center

F R I D A Y ,  
D E C E M B E R  0 2 , 2 0 1 6 

CHERYL  
STRAYED

THE JOHN COOPER SCHOOL IS DELIGHTED TO  

ANNOUNCE THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER FOR THE  

12TH ANNUAL SIGNATURES AUTHOR SERIES LUNCHEON  

FEATURING AWARD-WINNING NOVELIST

wild
AU T H O R  O F  T H E  

# 1  N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S  B E S T S E L L E R
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Celebrate the Holidays with us!

SpookTacular
Mon. Oct. 31st 4pm-8pm

JoinJoin us Halloween night for 
child-friendly games, art projects 
and activities. Perfect for ages 7 
and under. $7 for members and 
$9 for non-members. Adult 
admission is $1. Pre-sale 
tickets will be available.

The original Halloween High Noon
Countdown 

Sat. Dec. 31st
10am-Noon and 1-3pm 

HornHorn blowing, noisemakers, 
New Year hats, bubble wrap 
dancing, creative art projects, 
live music with Tom’s Fun 
Band and balloon drop at 
Noon & 3pm. Pre-purchase 
of admission is advised.

2 (Squared)
Mrs. Claus’

Gingerbread House 
Workshop

Wed. Dec. 14th and Sat. 
Dec. 17th 10am-3pm

MeetMeet Mrs. Claus’ and get 
hands-on interaction decorat-
ing your very own gingerbread 
house. $5 in addition to cost 
of  admission. 

Pancakes
with Santa

Sat. Dec. 10th 8-11am. 
ThisThis catered event features 
live entertainment with Tom’s 
Fun Band, printed photo with 
Santa, face painting, snow 
play, a Marionette Puppet 
show and letters to Santa. $30 
Children, $15 adults, Pre-paid 
Reservations ONLY.Reservations ONLY.

NEW YEAR’S 
HIGH NOON
COUNTDOWN!

4775 West Panther Creek Drive #280 The Woodlands, TX 77381 281-465-0955  www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org
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Commercial, recreational 
developments coming to 
The Falls at Imperial Oaks
By Beth Marshall

Following the comple-
tion of Segment G of the 
Grand Parkway this spring, 
plans for more commercial 
and retail developments in 
nearby subdivisions, such as 
The Falls at Imperial Oaks, 
are beginning to emerge. 

“The Grand Parkway 
opened up a new avenue,” 
said Jim Holcomb, president 
of Holcomb Properties Presi-
dent, the project’s developer. 
“Up until this time, there 
hadn’t been an easy way for 
the people that live in King-
wood or over on [Hwy.] 59 to 
get here. Now, they can get 
over here in 15 minutes.”

A new recreation center is 
under construction off Lake 
Falls Drive and Tremont 
Ridge Lane in The Falls at 
Imperial Oaks and is slated 
to be complete by February 
or March, Holcomb said. 

Additionally, Holcomb is 
planning to build a shop-
ping center and possibly a 
multifamily development in 
The Falls area on the Grand 
Parkway frontage road. How-
ever, Imperial Promenade 
Drive has to be extended 
before any construction on 
the shopping center begins. 

“It will cost us a lot of 
money, but we’re build-
ing that road because it 
opens up another avenue of 

transportation,” Holcomb 
said. 

The plan is to have the 
road extension complete by 
summer 2017 so construc-
tion on the retail develop-
ments can begin in 2018 or 
2019, depending on the econ-
omy, Holcomb said. 

“We’re simply waiting on 
the county now,” he said. 
“We’re trying to agree with 
them on widths of the road, 
rights of way, paving sections 
and things like that.”

Next to the land reserved 
for the shopping center is a 
retention lake, and Holcomb 
plans to build restaurants on 
that side of the development 
so patrons can have a more 
scenic view.  

A new YMCA location—
named after Holcomb—will 
be situated on another por-
tion of undeveloped property 
in The Falls that backs up to 
the lake. Construction on the 
project is expected to begin 
in early 2018 and will cost 
approximately $13 million to 
build, according to YMCA 
officials. 

“The population of south-
east Montgomery County 
in particular is burgeoning, 
and we want to meet the 
needs of new individuals 
and families coming into the 
area,” said Paul McEntire, 
president and CEO of the 

DEVELOPMENT

YMCA of Greater Hous-
ton. “We are committed to 
improving quality of life by 
offering programs that foster 
academic achievement and 
focus on drowning preven-
tion and healthy living.”

The YMCA in The Falls 
community is on track to be 
finished in spring 2019, said 
Heather Saucier, director 
of media relations for the 
YMCA of Greater Houston. 

“A YMCA is vital to this 
growing area. It will provide 
thousands of young people 
and families a safe and nur-
turing place to play, learn 
and grow,” Holcomb said. 
“By giving families access 

Future development  
The Falls at Imperial Oaks

Jim Holcomb, president of developer 
Holcomb Properties, is planning to 
incorporate a new shopping center, a 
recreation center and a YMCA into the 
growing subdivision.

The Falls at Imperial Oaks subdivision

Recreation center to 
be complete by February 
or March

Residential home sites

Construction on the future YMCA site 
will begin in 2018

Construction on retail development to 
begin in 2018-19

Future commercial site

Grand Oaks HS is set to open in 2018

“The Grand Parkway 
opened up a new  
avenue.”

—Jim Holcomb, president of Holcomb Properties

to programs that promote 
youth development, healthy 
living and social respon-
sibility, the YMCA will 
make this community even 
stronger.”

According to Holcomb, 
there are less than 100 acres 
left for commercial amenities 
on the Grand Parkway front-
age road in The Falls area. 
The subdivision’s residential 

areas could be close to build-
out by 2020, he said. 

“The things interesting to 
the homebuyers are [related 
to] lifestyle,” Holcomb said. 
“One of the most important 
things that we have to offer 
is that everything is [in The 
Falls]. People can move 
there, and they’re part of a 
community, and they have a 
lifestyle they’re getting.”
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Sign up for Smart911

A free service:
Provided by your community

Private and secure:
You control your information

Saves time in 
an emergency:
When seconds count

info@mc911.org
936-523-5911
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OVER 500 RESIDENTS IN OUR 
RESORT-STYLE APARTMENTS,
AND OUR LUXURY AND 
EC0-SMART HOMES.

EXXONMOBIL, SOUTHWESTERN 
ENERGY CAMPUSES ARE THRIVING. 
MORE THAN 11,500 EMPLOYEES 
WORK IN OUR COMMUNITY.

COMMUNITY SERVICES INCLUDE 
CHI ST. LUKE’S HEALTH, CYPRESS 
CREEK EMS, AND SPRING FIRE 
DEPARTMENT.

TWO HOTELS ARE NOW OPEN,  
AND ANOTHER FULL-SERVICE  
HOTEL IS COMING SOON.

THE MARKET AT SPRINGWOODS 
VILLAGE ADDS LOCAL SHOPPING 
AND DINING CONVENIENCE.

PHASE 1 OF CITYPLACE IS 
UNDERWAY, WITH OFFICE 
SPACE, HOTEL, HOMES, 
RETAIL AND RESTAURANTS.

OVER 290 ACRES ARE DEVOTED 
TO NATURAL PARKS AND TRAILS.

So much is happening in Springwoods Village. Take a quick tour of our 2,000 acre mixed-use community, 20 miles 
north of downtown Houston and just south of the Woodlands. You’ll see how much we’ve grown, and what’s coming 
soon. As a sustainable community dedicated to best practices in smart development, the progress is real.

WHAT’S NOW 
AND WHAT’S NEXT.

THE EVOLUTION OF COMMUNITY.

springwoodsvillage.com
Located at the confluence of I-45, 

the Grand Parkway, and the Hardy Toll Road.



The Woodlands Edition • October 2016 31

290

5999
TOLL

45

1960

SAM HOUSTON

Lake Houston

Lake Conroe

San Jacinto 
River

H-GAC partnership aims to improve 
water quality of area watersheds 

ENVIRONMENT

Map not to scale

West Fork San Jacinto 
River watershed

Lake Creek 
watershed

Spring Creek 
watershed

Cypress Creek 
watershed

Source: Houston-Galveston Area Council/
Community Impact Newspaper

CONTAMINATED WATERSHEDS

By Chris Shelton
The Houston-Galveston Area Council 

is spearheading a campaign to improve 
water quality within the bodies of water 
that form the West Fork San Jacinto 
River and flow into Lake Houston. 

In May, H-GAC created the West 
Fork Watersheds Partnership, a group 
that includes residents, business owners 
and local governments, such as Harris 
and Montgomery counties. 

The WFWP’s goal is to create a 
10-year voluntary watershed protec-
tion plan that will combat rising fecal 
bacteria levels in the West Fork San 
Jacinto River and Lake Creek, which 
feed into Lake Houston, H-GAC 
senior environmental planner Justin 
Bower said. Lake Houston is a drink-
ing water reservoir. 

The plan will also draw inspiration 
from recent conservation efforts along 
Cypress and Spring creeks. 

High levels of fecal bacteria in water-
sheds are damaging to human health 
and recreational economies, Bower said.

“It’s kind of the polite way of saying 

there’s too much poop, and the bacteria 
from poop [is] getting into the water,” 
he said. “As bacteria levels go up, the 
chances of getting gastrointestinal 
illnesses and infections when you’re in 
or near the water [increases].”

In 2014, the West Fork San Jacinto 
River and Lake Creek were identified by 
the Texas Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality as failing to meet state water 
quality standards, he said. The West 
Fork San Jacinto River was considered 
Category 5, meaning it surpassed the 
allotment of bacteria deemed healthy, 
according to documents. H-GAC 
received a three-year grant worth 
$455,000 from the Clean Water Act to 
begin funding the plan. 

The WFWP held its first meeting in 
May and formalized its steering com-
mittee in July, Bower said. It will take at 
least two years to develop the protection 
plan and seven or eight years to imple-
ment the solutions selected, he said. 

The partnership will begin to better 
understand the sources of increased 
fecal bacteria through computer 

modeling done by H-GAC in July before 
meeting residents who live near the 
watersheds, Bower said. Rapid urban 
development, agricultural areas and 
septic tanks are often causes of rising 
fecal bacteria levels.  

“It’s not like the old days of envi-
ronmental regulation where your first 
concern was dealing with the factories 
and the pipes,” Bower said. “Now the 
focus is what we call nonpoint-source 
pollution—this sort of diffuse pol-
lution that washes off the land. [It 
includes] all of the waste from our 
pets that is picked up and overflows 

from sewer systems.”
Protecting watersheds benefits the 

community by lowering the cost of 
treating water, providing more recre-
ational areas and protecting the habitats 
of local wildlife, said Stephanie Prosser, 
conservation director for the Bayou 
Land Conservancy. 

“Our cost of treating the water is 
getting higher all the time,” Prosser 
said. “There’s so much that needs to be 
filtered out of the water to get it suitable 
for consumption. That cost is going 
to continue to increase if we don’t do 
anything to protect our watersheds.”
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1790 Hughes Landing Blvd., Suite 200 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 

Whether owning, buying, 
selling, disputing or working 

on oil and gas properties, 
30 years of experience is 

in your corner with…

281.367.1222 www.thestrongfirm.com

Oil,Gas & Energy

Oil & Ga_Layout 1  9/30/16  9:06 AM  Page 1
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Shenandoah council, residents dispute organized sports in parks rule
By Hannah Zedaker 

After a local youth football team 
was told it could no longer practice 
at Shenandoah’s main park in late 
August, City Council members and 
citizens alike have voiced their con-
cerns about the newly enforced park 
rule. 

A majority of Shenandoah resi-
dents stated in a 2013 survey they did 
not want football or baseball facilities 
at the main park, City Administrator 
Greg Smith said. Although the park 
does have sport facilities, the council 
amended the ordinance in 2015 to 
prohibit sports organizations from 
using them. 

“The Park Committee worked off 
the information from previous park 
surveys and current surveys and 
made the determination that the park 
was not designed to be used by orga-
nized sports,” Smith said. “We then 
discussed the rules four different 
times in public meetings. No resident 
commented on the proposed rule for 
or against it; that’s why the rule is in 
place now.”

Although the rule is not new, it was 

not enforced until the city received    
a complaint regarding a youth foot-
ball team in late August. The city 
then distributed signs reading, “No 
organized team sports or practices 
allowed in the park.” 

“I have coached organized youth 
sports the entire time I’ve lived in 
Shenandoah—baseball, football, 
soccer and basketball teams—all of 
which practiced at the park with no 
issues over the last decade,” South 
County Football Coach Steve King 
said. “But now, we aren’t allowed to. 
This poorly conceived rule needs to 
be changed, and there needs to be      
a very hard look at the leadership of 
this city.” 

At the council’s regular work-
shop meeting Sept. 14, six citizens 
addressed the council voicing their 
opinions on the issue. 

“I have young children as well, 
[and] I’d like to see them be able to 
participate in organized sports there 
and practice [at the main park],” 
resident Jonathan Potler said. “It’s 
close to home, and it would be nice to 
keep it there. Certainly, I think [the 

council] should be open to that—we 
just need to figure out a good way to 
do it, but it should be a top priority.”  

Some of the concerns about orga-
nized sports that were raised by city 
staff and residents included liabil-
ity issues, traffic congestion in the 
neighborhood, damage to the field 
by sports equipment, and addressing 
limitations on the number and type 
of teams wanting to use the facilities. 

“I’m opposed to organized sports 
because I think the park is not a 
facility for football,” resident John 
Brennan said. “The grassy area 
is not suitable for football games. 
Secondly, it would increase traffic 
down by the park. I lived here when 
they had softball games in the park, 
and the congestion in that area was 
pretty intrusive to the neighbor-
hood.” 

Council members determined the 
item would be taken to the city’s 
Park Committee for discussion. 
Recommendations came back to the 
council at a workshop meeting Oct. 
12. Possible action is expected at the 
following Oct. 26 meeting. 

CITY 

Shenandoah Main Park  

801 Maplewood Drive, Shenandoah  
Size: 5 acres  
Amenities: pavilion, outdoor kitchen, 
soccer goals, baseball backstop, splash 
pad, basketball court, tennis courts, 
playground equipment, picnic tables  
Hours: 6 a.m.-10 p.m.  
Organized sports allowed: No 

Shenandoah Toddler Park  
315 Shenandoah Drive, Shenandoah  
Size: 1 acre  
Amenities: preschool play equipment, 
picnic tables, swing set, open grass 
play area  
Hours: 6 a.m.-10 p.m.  
Organized sports allowed: No 
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Shenandoah Main Park

Shenandoah 
Toddler Park

Research Forest D r.

Source: city of Shenandoah/Community Impact Newspaper
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Sales tax revenue in The Woodlands area 
remains flat due to changing economy
By Abigail Loop 

Sales tax revenue over the 
past year remained flat or 
declined in The Woodlands, 
Shenandoah and Oak Ridge 
North, prompting city officials 
to remain conservative in their 
fiscal year 2016-17 budget 
projections. 

Monique Sharp, assistant 
general manager for finance 
and administration for The 
Woodlands, said the township 
collected 3.1 percent less sales 
tax over the past year than 
what was projected in the FY 
2015-16 budget.

Sharp said this past year 
The Woodlands saw the 
construction of businesses in 
the Hughes Landing area, two 
new hotels and office build-
ings. The result of no sales tax 
collections from these new 
projects and the decrease in 
real estate leasing in the area 
contributed to the flat sales tax 

projection for the FY 2016-17 
budget approved in September.

“Even though we still have a 
conservative budget for 2017, 
we’re still in a good position 
to see an increase,” Sharp 
said. “Our top four categories 
in The Woodlands are retail, 
accommodation, informa-
tional and food services, and 
manufacturing. We have posi-
tive gains in all categories.”

Sales tax in Shenandoah for 
FY 2016-17, which is budgeted 
at $5.2 million, has decreased 
from FY 2015-16 receipts 
based on changes to the sales 
tax base. City Administrator 
Greg Smith said although sales 
tax did not increase, the city 
can expect an increase in sales 
tax revenue in the future.

“The area is going through 
a lot of changes,” Smith said. 
“One reason is that retailers 
have closed and buildings are 
being remodeled. Another 

reason is the oil and gas 
industry [downturn] that has 
happened over the last year. 
However, the [sales tax reve-
nue] is going to increase, and 
we feel comfortable with what 
we have budgeted.”

Smith said an increase in 
sales tax will come as new 
businesses open. However, the 
city will still remain conser-
vative with projections, which 
can be seen in the budget that 
was approved in August.

The city of Oak Ridge North 
also saw flat sales tax collec-
tions over the past year due to 
the oil and gas industry, but is 
expecting the opening of the 
upcoming Crowne Plaza Hotel 
to raise sales tax revenue, City 
Manager Vicky Rudy said. 
The city projects a 6 percent 
increase in sales tax for FY 
2016-17.

“Sales tax is always a 
moving target,” Rudy 

CITY Sales tax  
THROUGH THE YEARS

City officials remained conservative in their fiscal year 
2016-17 budget projections even though The Woodlands, 
Shenandoah and Oak Ridge North all experienced a 
growth in sales tax since FY 2012-13.

said. “However, after construc-
tion, the hotel will contribute 
to our sales tax revenue from 
restaurant and retail-type sales 
from the hotel. Oak Ridge 
North’s sales tax base has only 
a small impact from oil and 
gas sales tax, but a larger one 

from restaurants and retail.”
Rudy said although she 

expects the hotel to offset the 
oil and gas industry downturn, 
city officials are still concerned 
that a decline in the oil and 
gas sector will slow economic 
growth in the region.
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LARRY W. BURGESS, DDS
...Where Smiles Are Contagious!

OPTIONS
TO BORROW THE WAY 

YOU WANT

Member FDIC

6809 FM 1960 West | Houston, TX | 281.587.7900

trustmark.com

Even if the way you want
seems a bit complicated.

With Trustmark, finding the right financial solutions for your business 
doesn’t have to be complicated. Our lenders have expertise with many 
different types of financing – from small business to large complex 
commercial lending.  No matter what type of business you are in, our 
team can help you determine the options best suited for your needs.

Trustmark - Impact-Tomball
4.508 x 5.5416

June
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Merrick Buy 5 cans, get 1 FREE, 
during the month of 
October

Nulo Enter in a drawing to 
win a FITBIT for every 
$30 spent on Nulo  
product, during the 
month of October

Primal $4 off 14oz Freeze Dried, 
Pronto, Nuggets, Patties. 
$1 off Primal bones

Grandma Lucy $4 off small bags

California  
Naturals

$5 off small, $15 off  
medium, $25 off large 
bags of food

Nature's  
Variety

$3 off mixers

Barkworthies Buy 10, get 1 FREE –  
select chews

Orijen/Acana Get a FREE small bag  
of Orijen or Acana  
treats with any Orijen  
or Acana purchase
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Montgomery County residents, 
legislators strive for property tax 
reform as values continue to rise
By Abigail Loop

Rising property values in Mont-
gomery County and across Texas 
are putting a strain on home and 
business owners, prompting Texas 
legislators to explore solutions to the 
growing problem.

Montgomery County property val-
ues rose 12.5 percent on average over 
the last year, according to the Mont-
gomery Central Appraisal District. 
The figure marks the third consec-
utive year that property values have 
increased by more than 10 percent.

MCAD board Member Bruce 
Tough said property values all over 
the county, including The Wood-
lands, have increased due to the 
growth in and around the area.

“Property values in The Woodlands 
have gone up constantly since the 
creation of The Woodlands; everyone 
wants to live there,” Tough said.

However, Tough said the success 
of more development is also creating 
higher property values and a strain 
on residential and business owners.

“Commercial properties are not 
being valued at the proper rate along 
with residential homes,” Tough said. 
“Within our own success there has 
not been enough inventory, and 
there’s been a bit of a downturn 
because of the oil and gas industry. 
It’s a disparity in the community; 
owners protest their valuations 
because they’re disadvantaged  
to MCAD.”

County property taxes
County Judge Craig Doyal said 

while rising property values are 
creating higher property tax bills 
for county residents, county officials 
have tried continuously to drop the 
tax rate. The county approved a 1 cent 
tax cut when the fiscal year 2016-17 
budget was approved in September. 

“This is the fifth time we’ve 
dropped the tax rate—it’s generally 
only 16 percent of the average tax 
bill,” Doyal said. “People have been 
challenging appraisals for many 
years, but it has escalated in the past 
couple of years. Values are going up, 
and there are a lot of new communi-
ties.” 

Tough said he protests the 

valuation of his own home, which he 
believes to be overvalued. However, 
the state comptroller began investi-
gations on MCAD for undervaluing 
properties in Montgomery County  
in 2015.

“Everyone here thinks their houses 
are being overvalued, but the state of 
Texas was saying houses were being 
undervalued,” Tough said. “Right 
now there is a cap of 10 percent on 
residential properties, but I think in 
the next legislative session a 5 percent 
residential cap will be proposed.”

Doyal agreed with Tough and 
said property tax reform will be a 
hot topic during the next legislative 
session.

Local lawmakers and state senators 
are listening to the concerns of res-
idents as well. They have conducted 
meetings across the state over the 
past year to find ways to alleviate the 
property tax burden during the 2017 
legislative session.

Legislative solutions
Greater Houston area property 

owners gathered Sept. 29 at one of 
the hearings with Texas senators 
and discussed taxpayers’ issues with 
appraisal review boards and worked 
toward property tax relief solutions.

State Sen. Brandon Creighton, 
R-Conroe, said rising taxes and 
appraisals are especially significant 
in Montgomery County and the 
public hearings are meant to find a 
solution.

“Rising appraisals have been a 
major issue for Montgomery County 
taxpayers for years,” Creighton said. 
“This interim, the lieutenant gover-
nor established a select committee on 
property tax reform and appointed 
me to that committee along with 
Chairman [state Sen.] Paul Bettan-
court. We have been traveling around 
the state in public hearings to get 
testimony from taxpayers, businesses 
and local governments.” 

Bettencourt, R-Houston, said when 
compared to Dallas, which has seen 
property tax increase by 22.4 percent 
in the past two years, Houston and 
Harris County have seen a 43 percent 
increase in the past three years.

“One of the solutions is simple: 

COUNTY Montgomery County  

market value 

Montgomery County market trends 
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Between 2015 and 2016, Montgomery County experienced an increase in overall 
market value, according to MCAD. Residential properties include revaluation of 
pre-existing properties and new construction. Existing residential properties are 
properties that were on the rolls in 2015 and do not include new construction.

Montgomery County has seen an increase in property appraisals for the third consecutive year. According 
to MCAD, appraisal values were lowest in 2009 and have steadily been climbing since then. Property 
appraisal values in 2016 are similiar to the high property appraisals seen in 2007.

Overall market value increase

Overall 
market value 

increase

residential  
properties

existing  
residential  
properties

12.5% 11.2% 7.4%

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 20162006

PROPERTY
TAX CYCLE

JAN. 1

FEB. 1

LATE 
SPRING 

TO  
JUNE 30

JULY 
TO 

SEPT.
OCT. 1 

TO  
JAN. 1

Central appraisal district sets 
initial appraised value

Unpaid taxes from previous year 
become delinquent, and penalties 
with interest are improved

Property owners get notices 
of appraised value and, if they 
choose, protest to the Appraisal 
Review Board

Taxing units—cities, counties, 
school districts, etc.—adopt tax 
rates

Tax bills are sent out by tax 
assessor-collector

Montgomery County property 
owners should be aware of 

several major dates related to 
property taxes.

it’s called rollback,” Bettencourt 
said. “As the values go up, tax rates 
are forced to go down. In addi-
tion, we’re going to be looking at 
appraisal reform from the stand-
point of appraisal district practices. 
These solutions are designed to stop 
runaway tax bills from going though 
taxpayer’s roofs.”

The topic of property tax reform 

and relief is expected to remain a 
hot topic in Houston as state and 
county officials work toward new 
legislation after hearing concerns 
from residents.

“It’s a double-edged sword,” Doyal 
said. “The more economic growth we 
have, the more values would increase. 
We manage the cost portion as best 
we can.”

Source: MCAD/Community Impact Newspaper
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See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of 
homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from 
completed improvements. Copyright © 2016 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA74748)

We know how priceless moments at home are. 
That’s what sets our approach to home building apart. We have a 
deeper commitment to making sure the experience – and final result 
– is everything you imagined. We take care of you the way we’d want 
to be taken care of so you can live the most rewarding home life. 
That’s The Weekley Way!

Ready Now!

Liberty Branch – The Woodlands
$675,000 • The Crestwood 
119 North Thatcher Bend Circle 

4,363 sq. ft., 2 Story 
4 Bedrooms, 4 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath

Ready Now!

The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill
$625,000 • The Edgerly 

291 Sonoma Court 
3,121 sq. ft., 2 Story 

3 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath

Ready Now!

Mostyn Manor Reserve 
$546,904 • The Woodside 

12606 Whitney Court 
4,158 sq. ft., 1 Story 

4 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath

Ready Now!

Liberty Branch – The Woodlands 
$550,335• The Lakeport
 202 Rockwell Park Boulevard  

3,400 sq. ft., 2 Story 
4 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath

Ready Now!

The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill
$650,000 • The Emory 

294 Sonoma Court 
3,252 sq. ft., 2 Story 

4 Bedrooms, 4 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath 

Ready Now!

Mostyn Manor Reserve
$395,000 • The Haven 

40616 Damuth Drive 
2,888 sq. ft., 1 Story 

4 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath

David Weekley Homeowner
Adrianna Gebhardt
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Official: Shenandoah hospitality industry set to add six new hotels
By Hannah Zedaker

Six hotels are coming to Shenan-
doah in the next few years, bringing 
the city’s total to 15, officials said. 

Cambria Hotel & Suites by Choice 
Hotels, Aloft Hotel by Starwood 
Hotels, Even Hotel by IHG and 
Hampton Inn by Hilton have all 
received entitlements or have been 
issued a permit to build in Shenan-
doah, City Administrator Greg 
Smith said. 

In addition, a Home2 Suites by 
Hilton is under construction and an 
Elements hotel by Westin is under 
consideration after company officials 
gave a presentation to the Planning 
and Zoning Committee on Sept. 20.  

“Hotel growth has been something 
Shenandoah has welcomed from the 
beginning,” Smith said. “[The hotels] 
are getting entitlements now to get 
ready for the future. Over the next few 
years, when the oil and gas industry 
hopefully recovers, I think there will 
be an increased demand that proves 
that these hotels needed to be built.” 

Shenandoah added its ninth hotel 
with the opening of a Holiday Inn 
Hotel & Suites in May. 

“Obviously new competition is 
always a concern for us, but as far as 

being worried about it—we’re not,” 
Holiday Inn General Manager Randy 
Rolland said. “Competition is what 
makes the market healthy and strong.”

To reflect this expectation of hos-
pitality growth, the Shenandoah City 
Council adopted its fiscal year 2016-17 
budget in late August, which included 
proposed hotel tax collections of 
$1,410,700, an increase from last year’s 
proposed hotel tax collections of 
$1,279,165. 

“[Hotel occupancy taxes, sales tax 
and the employment rate] will all go 
up,” Smith said. “As you build new 
buildings and more visitors come, 
they’ll have to create new jobs. [The 
new hotels] will create a positive 
increase in new jobs both directly 
and indirectly because with the 
new hotels, all of the visitors will be 
shopping and visiting the restaurants, 
which could have an indirect effect of 
increased staffing at those businesses.” 

The Home2 Suites will open by 
March in time for the NCAA Division 
III Swimming and Diving Champion-
ship, hosted by Shenandoah. The new 
hotels will be an added bonus, Smith 
said, for the city as it strives to become 
the first NCAA Division III champi-
onship city in the U.S.

“The first year we had NCAA, we 
had teams that were staying in Conroe 
all the way down to [FM] 1960, and 
I even heard that there were some in 
Tomball—that’s really far,” Smith said. 
“When we hosted the second one, we 
had more of the teams staying closer 
to us, but we still had teams staying 
in Conroe and south of the city. With 
this increase in hotels, if we get more 
of the NCAA championships in the 
city, we will be able to manage their 
hotel needs within the city and give 

CITY

Country Ln.

Vision Park Blvd.
Shenandoah Park Dr.                                                           David M

em
orial Dr. 

Research Forest Dr. Tamina Rd.

Johnson Rd.

David Vetter Blvd.

Map not to scale

STAYING IN SHENANDOAH?

45

HAMPTON INN

EVEN HOTEL

ALOFT HOTEL

HAMPTON INN

CLARION SUITES

HOMEWOOD SUITES

COURTYARD MARRIOTT

HOLIDAY INN

AMERICAS BEST VALUE INN

HOME2 SUITES

DAYS INN

LAQUINTA INNS & SUITES

TOWNEPLACE 
SUITES  

MARRIOTTELEMENTS

CAMBRIA HOTEL & 
SUITES

Under consideration

Have entitlements/building permits

Open

Under construction

KEY

The city of Shenandoah has nine hotels open within city limits and is anticipat-
ed to gain six more in the next few years. The health of the industry could help 
the city build a special events center, City Administrator Greg Smith said. 

the teams more options.”
Smith said not only will the addi-

tional hotels have a positive effect on 
the economy and NCAA accommoda-
tions, but they may also help the city 
build its long-awaited special events 
center. 

“This is the funding source that 
could allow us to build a special 
events center,” Smith said. “We 
have legislation that will be going to 
Austin and the Capitol [in 2016] at 
the next legislative session, and the 
funding for that center will come 
from the hotel/motel tax. The special 
events center will hopefully generate 
more hotel stays, which generates 
more hotels. So it’s just a complete 

circle on how the money is received, 
spent and used.” 

Smith also said Sam Moon Group, 
which is developing Metropark Square 
on the east side of I-45, has also dis-
cussed the idea of including two hotels 
upon completion, although nothing is 
set in stone.

“We always like to say that we have 
a variety of hotels to fit every budget 
and lifestyle,” Finance and Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau Director 
Jennifer Calvert said. “We’re very 
proud of the city, and we always want 
people to love it as much as we do so 
the more visitors that come, the more 
opportunity we have to showcase the 
city and what we’re about.” 

“Hotel growth has 
been something        
Shenandoah has 
welcomed from 
the beginning.”  

—Greg Smith, Shenandoah city  
administrator

Sources: Shenandoah Convention and Visitors Bureau/Community Impact Newspaper

WWW.JOHNCOOPER.ORG
ONE JOHN COOPER DRIVE, THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381 • 281.367.0900

Established in 1988, The John Cooper School is a recognized leader in PK-12 college preparatory independent school 
education. Cooper combines traditional educational practices with innovative programs to teach students 

to think, analyze, create and take responsibility for their world.
PK, K, 1 INFORMATION NIGHT
october 25 • 6:30 pm
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$5,995 Lumineers!
Cash or check payment required.

Available to the first 7 patients 
who contact us from this ad.

Valid through October 31, 2016

FREE 
Exam & X-Rays  
Includes consultation, exam 

and necessary X-Rays.
A savings of $199. 
New patients only.

Valid through October 31, 2016

FREE
Digital Smile Makeover  

Some conditions apply.
Valid through October 31, 2016

FREE
2nd Opinion  

Some conditions apply.
Valid through October 31, 2016
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The 77th Texas Legislature  
establishes the Lone Star  
Groundwater Conservation  
District to regulate and reduce 
groundwater consumption in  
Montgomery County. 

The city of Magnolia signs a  
contract to join the San Jacinto 
River Authority Groundwater  
Reduction Plan.

SJRA begins construction on a $480 
million surface water treatment plant 
on Lake Conroe and a 55-mile pipe-
line system. 

SJRA officials  
announce a  
50-cent increase 
in fees per  
1,000 gallons.

The city of Magnolia hosts a town hall 
meeting after several Magnolia residents 
see a significant increase 
in water bills. 

Surface water from  
Lake Conroe begins to  
be delivered to Conroe  
and The Woodlands.

Sept.  
2001

July  
2010

Nov. 
2011

Aug. 
2015

SJRA announces an 18-cent increase in water fees. 
Magnolia and Conroe oppose the increase, and 
SJRA files a lawsuit against Magnolia and Conroe for 
breach of contract.

Aug. 
2016

Sept. 
2015

Nov. 
2015

Fee changes from the San Jacinto River Authority have 
long been an issue for residents in Montgomery County.

TROUBLED WATERS

Surface Water
is delivered via pipeline from Lake Conroe to 
The Woodlands and the city of Conroe.

GROUNDWATER
which is water located underground that fills 
the gaps in between layers of rocks and soil. 
Until the pipeline system was constructed, all of 
Montgomery County was reliant on groundwater. 

The city of Magnolia uses 

LAKE CONROE

Source: San Jacinto River Authority/Community Impact Newspaper 

vs.

SJRA files lawsuit against Conroe, 
Magnolia following fee protest
By Wendy Cawthon and Jesse Mendoza

Residents in Montgomery County 
will continue to see rising water bills as 
cities fight with state water authorities 
over contracts and rates. 

In response to resolutions passed by 
Magnolia and Conroe city councils, the 
San Jacinto River Authority filed an ex 
parte lawsuit—or immediate filing—in 
Travis County, including both cities, 
Aug. 31 citing breach of contract for the 
cities refusal to pay a recent increase in 
water usage fees. 

The water rate increase that went into 
effect Sept. 1 only affects residents who 
receive water services from the 151 enti-
ties involved in the SJRA Groundwater 
Reduction Plan, including residents of 
Oak Ridge North and The Woodlands.

“This threatens to undermine the 
entire joint undertaking, and jeopar-
dizes the ability of SJRA to repay its 
debt to the state of Texas and others, 
and may increase costs to the other  
90-plus participants in the GRP,” said 
Ronda Trow, public relations manager 
for the SJRA. “Fortunately, the Texas 
legislature has put provisions into the 
law designed precisely to prevent this 
type of irresponsible action that puts at 
risk the state of Texas, the SJRA, and all 
the customers in the joint project.” 

The SJRA’s plan uses water user fees to 
repay the cost of the $480 million surface 
water treatment plant on Lake Conroe 
and the pipeline system that delivers sur-
face water to surrounding users—proj-
ects that were completed in late 2015. 

Although the city of Magnolia does 
not receive surface water from the SJRA, 
it pays into the SJRA GRP to comply 
with conservation regulations put forth 
by the Lone Star Groundwater Conser-
vation District, which serves to regulate 
the total consumption of groundwater.

Magnolia City Administrator Paul 
Mendes said the rising fees are a burden 
not only for residents with rising water 
bills, but for the city as well. 

“The whole idea was they were going 
to [serve] Conroe and The Woodlands 
[with surface water] so we could pump 
all the groundwater we needed; the GRP 
was supposed to allow us to continue to 
pump our water without depleting the 
aquifers,” he said.

In addition to SJRA rates, residents 
also have to pay city water fees. For res-
idents in the city limits, the city of Mag-
nolia charges a separate flat rate of $21 

a month for usage up to 1,000 gallons, 
with a $3.65 charge for each additional  
1,000 gallons. Mendes said this money 
would normally go to maintain the city’s 
older pipelines and distribution systems, 
many of which are in need of repairs.  

Drop in demand
SJRA General Manager Jace Hous-

ton said the fees were increased as a 
last resort measure to address the drop 
in demand for water because of heavy 
rainfall over the last few years. From 
March through May, actual rainfall totals 
in Montgomery County doubled or 
tripled expected totals, based on SJRA 
projections. 

Prior to the fee increases being 
approved, Houston said the fees were 
evaluated by a Customer Review Com-
mittee composed of representatives from 
local municipalities and utility providers.

“We can’t go another 12 months 
eating into reserves, and that is why the 
customer review committee finally said, 
‘We have done everything we can, and 
we have to raise rates.’ Revenue went 
down but the costs don’t because we still 
have to pay debt. We have to operate the 
plant,” Houston said.

To close the deficit, the fees were 
increased at the beginning of September 
by 18 cents per 1,000 gallons—from 
$2.32 to $2.50 per 1,000 gallons of 
groundwater and from $2.51 to $2.69 
per 1,000 gallons of surface water. 

The fee is typically passed from utility 
providers directly to residents as a line 
item on their monthly water bills.

A household typically uses approxi-
mately 10,000 gallons a month, meaning 
SJRA fees combined with city fees—with 
an added $1.80 from the fee increase— 
would bring an average homeowner’s bill 
to just over $80 per month. 

Houston said the fee increase was a 
last resort after the SJRA went through 
$6 million of its $13 million in reserves 
to avoid raising fees.

“Until [Aug. 31], in fact, we opted 
not to raise rates above what we had 
projected and instead decided to eat into 
our reserve funds,” Houston said. “We 
squeezed the budget, we delayed projects, 
and we delayed studies ... then when we 
got to the end, everyone on the commit-
tee recognized we have no choice.”

According to the SJRA’s proposed fis-
cal year 2016-17 budget, 100 percent of 
revenue comes from water sales, and 60 

ENVIRONMENT

percent of revenue from water sales goes 
toward paying off the pipeline system. 

Legal effects
Following the resolutions passed 

by Magnolia and Conroe, the SJRA 
considers the cities to be in breach of the 
contract they signed when they entered 
into the GRP in 2010. 

Houston said the breach of contract 
triggers a specific set of steps for noti-
fying the state, including informing the 
Texas Attorney General and the Texas 
Water Development Board as well as 
issuing a petition in court to confirm the 
validity of the GRP’s contracts and SJRA’s 
ability to enforce them.

“The whole concept is you can’t have 
a bunch of governmental entities join 
together, sign a contract and say they are 
going to build a large project to benefit 
everybody, then five years later have one 
of them say, ‘We disagree. We don’t think 
that was a good deal for us to enter into 
after all, so we are walking [away from] 
the contract,’” Houston said.

In August, the city of Magnolia hired 
Michael Powell, a lawyer from the Locke 
Lord law firm in Houston, to represent 
the city. Mendes said legal represen-
tatives from both sides of the suit are 
working to find an agreement for both 
parties. 
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DINING EVOLUTION
CURRENT  Restaurant and Bar 
located in the hip and trendy  
Waterway Square District invites 
you to taste our New Fall menu.

As our special gift to you, buy one 
entrée on the lunch menu and 

receive the second entrée 
compliments of 

CURRENT

2 Waterway Square Place,
The Woodlands, TX 77380

 
832-839-5436

www.currentthewoodlands.com

f

THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE MASTER PLAN

Please view the draft plan at  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/ped-bike-plan

Do you have thoughts on improving bicycle and 
pedestrian mobility in The Woodlands?

The  Woodlands Township is soliciting public 
comment for its Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan.  

The plan seeks to improve off-road and on-road 
facilities such as pathways, trails,  bike lanes, shared 

lanes, multi-use pathways and other facilities to 
encourage safe walking and bicycling. 

Hard copies are available for review at 
The Woodlands Township lobby, 2801 Technology Forest Blvd., 

The Woodlands, TX 77381

Wednesday, October 26, 2016 at 6 p.m.
The Woodlands Township Town Hall

2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
The Woodlands, TX 77381

2 8 1 - 2 1 0 - 3 8 0 0

Your participation is welcome at the

Public Hearing 
for The Woodlands Township Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan
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The Woodlands Township strikes $2.5 M 
incorporation reserve from budget
By Marie Leonard

The removal of $2.5 mil-
lion set aside for the possibil-
ity of incorporation resulted 
in a divided vote when the 
The Woodlands Township 
fiscal year 2016-17 budget 
was approved Sept. 14.

During the township’s 
budget workshop meetings in 
mid-August, the board voted 
to place $2.5 million into an 
incorporation reserve. Four 
directors voted in favor of the 
motion, two abstained and 
one was against at that time. 

However, before giving 
final approval to the budget, 
directors voted 4-3 to remove 
the reserve. Township 
Directors Gordy Bunch, John 
McMullan and Laura Fillault 
were against the removal of 
the fund, while Chairman 
Ed Robb, Jeff Long, Mike 
Bass and Ann Snyder voted 

in favor of removing the 
reserve. As a result, Bunch, 
McMullan and Fillault did 
not vote in favor of the over-
all budget. 

“I’m going to oppose [this 
budget] because we did not 
set forth an incorporation 
reserve,” McMullan said. “I 
think it’s far past time we 
should have done so.”

Bunch said planning and 
setting aside funding to mit-
igate the future expenses of 
incorporation is prudent. 

“If you fail to plan, you 
plan to fail,” he said. “It’s a 
certainty this community 
will become a city under 
what we know today. It 
will either become part of 
Houston or Conroe, or it will 
be locally controlled by The 
Woodlands residents.” 

Although Long made the 
motion during the August 
workshop to establish the 
$2.5 million incorporation 
reserve, he voted against it 
Sept. 14. His reasoning was 
partly due to the establish-
ment of a $2 million road and 
bridge fund factored into the 
FY 2016-17 budget to help 
with the cost of maintaining 
roads should The Woodlands 
incorporate.   

“[After] we added the 
transportation funding 
portion to this and set up a 
reserve there, I’m not so sure 
I’m in favor of that amount 
any longer with that other 

reserve in place,” Long said.
Bass said the township 

board has been working since 
February to figure out how to 
incorporate responsibly and 
clarify legislative cloudiness 
that exists today, since there 
has never been a community 
of 100,000-plus residents that 
has incorporated. 

“What I object to is putting 
money aside into a slush 
fund that has no purpose,” 
Bass said. “No one said what 
we’re going to use $2.5 mil-
lion for … that’s why I object 
to the $2.5 million and have 
since the beginning.” 

When the board voted to 
remove the incorporation 
reserve, the $2.5 million was 
transferred to the township’s 
capital contingency fund, 
which now has a balance of 
approximately $3.7 million. 

Fillault—who along with 
Bunch said the capital 
contingency fund is the true 
definition of a slush fund—
also said she was not OK 
with the budget. 

“I think it’s shortsighted 
to consider removing [the 
incorporation reserve] now, 
because later we are going to 
pay,” Fillault said. “I’m ready 
to set ourselves up for success 
in the future.” 

Robb said he was against 
the reserve because residents 
of The Woodlands have not 
voiced their opinion.

“Frankly, between now 

GOVERNMENT Although The Woodlands has 
until 2057 to incorporate 
to avoid annexation efforts 
by the cities of Houston 
or Conroe, the community 
has started taking steps to 
prepare for the process.
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The master-planned 
community known as 
The Woodlands opens 
in south Montgomery 
County.

The community associ-
ations in The Woodlands 
draft a plan to consider 
options for future 
community governance 
options.

The Woodlands Township 
assumes all respon-
sibilities of the former 
community associations.

The Woodlands becomes 
eligible to incorporate as 
a city. An incorporation 
election has never been 
called by the board of 
directors, but a change in 
governance structure re-
mains an option through 
2057. 

The city of Houston 
annexes the mas-
ter-planned community of 
Kingwood.

Approved legislation 
allows The Woodlands 
to participate in regional 
participation agreements 
with the cities of Houston 
and Conroe to establish 
The Woodlands Township. 
These agreements 
postpone the threat of 
annexation until 2057.

During budget workshops 
in August, The Woodlands 
Township board of 
directors votes to set 
aside $2.5 million for an 
incorporation reserve 
fund. However, the board 
reallocates the fund in 
September when the 
budget is approved. 

and then we don’t know if 
we’ll have to incorporate,” he 
said. “That is a presumption. 
I’m not convinced we can’t 
have [the township] become 
permanent.”

The Woodlands has until 
2057 to incorporate until 
it risks becoming annexed 

by the cities of Houston or 
Conroe, but no timeline has 
been set. 

Residents of The Wood-
lands will have the final say 
over whether to incorporate 
if the board of directors 
chooses to call an election in 
the future.

“I think it’s 
shortsighted 
to consider 
removing [the 
incorporation 
reserve] now, 
because later 
we are going 
to pay.”

—Laura Fillault, The Woodlands 
Township director

Source: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper

The Woodlands 
governance  

history

Federally Insured 
by NCUA

Our Auto Loans Will Land 
You in the End Zone

90 days payment free*

*Certain Conditions Apply. 
Visit www.eccu.net for details.

Meeting the social, emotional, and academic 
needs of our patients.

Our team is composed of caring experts in the fi elds 
of psychiatry, psychology, counseling, nutrition and 
academic coaching.

Call us for a Complimentary 
Consultation Today at 281-528-4226

Individual Treatment Solutions for you, your child, and your family

111 Vision Park Blvd | Shenandoah, TX 77384
www.ADDwoodlands.com
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Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world

(281) 520-3002
jjohnson@mercantilcb.com

The Woodlands Banking Center
1735 Research Forest Drive
Shenandoah, TX  77380

Jack Johnson
Branch Sales and Services Manager

NMLS ID #538091

Hassle-free banking
with Mercantil Mobile
Check your balance on the go using our

powerful full-featured app.

Member
FDIC

Not all Mercantil Mobile app features are available on all devices. Charges from your mobile data plan provider and charges associated with performing a banking transaction may apply. Must be registered for Personal Online Banking. 
Apple, the Apple logo, and iPhone are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.
Android and Google Play are trademarks of Google Inc.

Download Mercantil Mobile today and take advantage of 
hassle-free banking solutions that get you from where you are 
to where you want to be.

Mercantil Mobile

For more information visit:
www.mercantilcb.com/hasslefreebanking
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CITY & COUNTY
News from The Woodlands Township and Montgomery County Compiled by Marie Leonard, Abigail Loop, Jesse Mendoza, Hannah Zedaker

Township approves signage agreement for boathouse facility

Commissioners to oversee 
hiring of shelter director

Robinson Road rezoning plan 
still an option in Oak Ridge

Shenandoah police 
chief announces 
retirement 

THE WOODLANDS  Rowing 
organizations in The Woodlands are 
set to get a boost with the Sept. 28 
approval of a sponsorship and signage 
agreement with Woodforest National 
Bank to build a boathouse at North-
shore Park. Woodforest National Bank 
presented a $500,000 proposal in April 
to the township’s board of directors  
to support construction of the facility 
in exchange for signage rights. Signage 
must be approved by the Design Stan-
dards Committee. 
   The board also decided at that time to 
move forward with the construction of 
a 7,000-square-foot boathouse, which 

would be split between two rowing 
clubs: The Rowing Club of The Wood-
lands and Parati Competitive Rowing. 
The space would also include 1,000 
square feet for township use.
   Rowing is not new to Northshore 
Park; groups have received approval to 
house storage units there for years. As 
the size of the storage units grew, the 
need for a permanent facility became 
more apparent. Both rowing groups 
began working with the township over 
the past year to develop a plan for a 
rowing facility. 
   Sponsorship signage is not a new 
concept in the township, which has 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY  After considering the 
option of placing the entire Commissioners Court in charge 
of the Montgomery County Animal Shelter, Montgomery 
County commissioners voted Sept. 27 to leave oversight of 
the county animal shelter to Precinct 4 Commissioner  
Jim Clark.

Precinct 3 Commissioner James Noack recommended 
the change to shelter oversight during the Commissioners 
Court meeting. However, commissioners voted against 
the motion following comments from Clark and Director 
Todd Hayden. The commissioners ultimately said they did 
not support the change in oversight because they would 
not be able to communicate with one another for related 
matters due to open meetings laws. 

However, Noack filed a second motion stating the hiring 
of a new animal shelter director should be handled by 
the court as a whole rather than Clark. The motion was 
approved.

Clark was given the authority to oversee the shelter in 
2015, when the county rescinded its contract with Care 
Corporation following public complaints from volunteers 
and stakeholders about the shelter’s management.

Since then, Clark hired Dr. Michael White as the shelter’s 
director Feb. 16. However, White was replaced with current 
director, Todd Hayden, after White resigned from the posi-
tion after eight days. Hayden said he would step out of the 
shelter director role once a new director is found under the 
direction of the court.

OAK RIDGE NORTH  City Council members unan-
imously decided Sept. 26 that the city’s Planning and 
Zoning Committee should continue moving forward with 
citizens who want to rezone their homes on Robinson 
Road from residential to commercial zoning.

Residents have made it clear to P&Z department 
members they want the proposed zoning change to 
include an option for selling their homes in the future 
or to convert their homes into a business. If the com-
mercial zoning request goes through, homes will be 
transformed to businesses rather than strip centers.

Council Member Michelle Cassio addressed P&Z 
members and said Robinson Road will always be an issue 
for residents, so homeowners should have the ability to sell 
their houses.

“I think you guys should move forward,” Cassio said. 
“Something is going to happen on Robinson Road, and it’s 
better to be prepared.”

SHENANDOAH  Shenandoah 
Police Chief John Chancellor 
announced his retirement effective 
Oct. 1 at a special City Council 
meeting Sept. 24.

Lt. Raymond Shaw was named 
the acting police chief effective 
immediately. He joined the Shenan-
doah Police Department in 1997. 
Prior to joining the Shenandoah 
Police Department, Shaw also 
served with the Montgomery 
County sheriff’s office and consta-
ble’s office. He has been a lieutenant 
since his appointment in 2014.

Chancellor is retiring with  
31 years of experience in law 
enforcement under his belt. He 
served with the Harris County Pre-
cinct 4 constables office as well as 
the Montgomery County constable’s 
office before joining the Shenan-
doah Police Department.

He assumed the role of Shenan-
doah chief of police on Dec. 2, 1996, 
and has held that title for the past 
20 years.

“Our hope is for the continued 
professionalism, expertise and high 
standard of customer service in law 
enforcement for our residents, busi-
nesses and visitors,” City Adminis-
trator Greg Smith said.

The Woodlands Township
Meets the fourth Wednesday  
of the month at 6 p.m.

2801 Technology Forest Blvd., 
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

Meeting dates: Oct. 26 

Montgomery County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9:30 a.m. the second and fourth 
Tuesday of every month

501 N. Thompson St., Conroe 
www.mctx.org 

Meeting dates: Oct. 25 

Oak Ridge North City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth 
Monday of every month 
 
27424 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge 
North 
www.oakridgenorth.com 

Meeting dates: Oct. 24  

Shenandoah City Council
Meets the second and fourth Wednesday 
of every month 
 
29955 I-45 N., Shenandoah 
www.shenandoahtx.us

Meeting dates: Oct. 26

Meetings

existing agreements with sponsors 
for several major events, such as The 
Woodlands Financial Group Muddy 
Trails Bash and the CB&I Triathlon.
   During the Sept. 28 meeting, the 
board of directors also approved lease 
agreements with both rowing clubs to 
use the new boathouse when the facil-
ity is complete. 
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Your Voice: 
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• Paid-Down Township Debt
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THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF DIRECTORS, POSITION 1 • CANDIDATES Q & A

Occupation: founder, president and CEO  
of The Woodlands Financial Group

Years lived in The Woodlands: 21 years

713-416-0789 
www.gordybunch.com

Occupation: Realtor, national trainer

Years lived in The Woodlands: 2 years

832-457-0511 
Alampman2016@gmail.com
www.amylampman.com

Occupation: retired professional 
transportation consultant

Years lived in The Woodlands: 10 years

281-298-1399 
bobleilich@att.net
www.bobleilichcampaign.com

GORDY BUNCH* AMY LAMPMAN BOB LEILICH

Decisions, planning and solving for the community’s permanent form 
of self-governance have risen to the top challenge. H-GAC, Judge 
Craig Doyal and Commissioner Charlie Riley have ignored our 6,000 
residents who signed the petition against extending Woodlands 
Parkway, the May 9, 2015, election results where 83 percent of The 
Woodlands voters rejected the $350 million bond that included a 
Woodlands Parkway extension, and our township board resolution 
against the county’s major thoroughfare plan. These thoroughfares 
are the same definition as 1960 and I am committed to protecting 
our community from that kind of gridlock. Diligent planning toward 
incorporating puts the future of our hometown in the hands of our 
residents. Planning, reserving and keeping residents engaged will put 
the community in the best position to be eventually self-governed. 

The biggest challenge facing The Woodlands is growth and mobility. 
The township is quickly building out the final residential areas 
on the west end of Creekside Park, and the traffic is increasing. 
Considering that The Woodlands has no statutory responsibility for 
our roads and road maintenance, as a governing director I plan to 
work together with the county in a collaborative effort to create 
solutions. Presenting a solution to the residents and listening to the 
majority is critical. Communication is the key when strategizing and 
problem-solving.  

While maintaining George Mitchell’s community vision of 
sustainability, livability, mobility and recreation is high on my 
list of challenges, I, trained as an engineer, choose traffic, 
transportation and mobility as the biggest challenge. There are 
new, proven technologies that offer great promise to speed up 
traffic flows, eliminating needless delays at stoplights. We need 
to test this technology as a potential upgrade to our present 
traffic control system. Mobility for aging and impaired residents 
needs to be significantly improved. We need to implement at least 
some recommendations in the bicycle master plan. We need to 
reconstitute the Transportation Ad Hoc Committee to address 
mobility-related issues.

Yes, The Woodlands will become a great Texas city. The only 
question is in the timing. There is no permanent option to remaining 
as an unincorporated township because the annexation rights for 
Houston and Conroe reinstate in 2057, or earlier through legislative 
action. The choice comes down to our being divided and absorbed 
into two cities—Houston and Conroe—or become an incorporated 
city of The Woodlands. The board of directors need to seek 
legislative improvements, legal advice, hold public hearings, identify 
pros, cons and allow the residents of The Woodlands to decide when 
it is appropriate to incorporate.

Incorporation is a complex topic. According to our regional 
participation agreement, The Woodlands is sheltered from 
annexation until November 2057. In the meantime, we have special 
legislation that creates a very efficient form of government and 
revenue sources. There are many factors to be considered: budget, 
governance, road enhancements and maintenance, municipal 
buildings and staff, law enforcement contracts, transition and 
timeline. I’m in favor of hiring experts, consultants and attorneys 
that present us with current data so it can be presented to the 
residents of the township. If the township pays more for similar 
services and still pays the county tax rate, I do not believe that the 
benefits outweigh the costs of incorporation. 

While incorporation may be appropriate in the future, there is no 
demonstrated urgency for doing so now. We will gain relatively 
little for the significantly higher cost of becoming a city—a cost 
that no one has a handle on. The 2012 study was a little more than 
an educated guess. At this time, the potential costs—and higher 
property and/or sales taxes to pay for it—far outweigh the benefits. 
Governance as a township has generally worked well, and additional 
tweaks, negotiations and perhaps legislative amendments, can 
make this form of governance even better without the high costs 
of incorporating. At only six years old, with no precedents in Texas, 
the township is still maturing. I fully support slowing the push to 
irreversibly incorporate until we have a firm understanding of the 
costs, benefits and tradeoffs.

The township participated in the South County Mobility Plan with 
Commissioner James Noack and surrounding communities. The board 
needs to focus on the near-term identified needs and work with the three 
commissioners that represent precincts in The Woodlands. We should 
also be funding an incorporation reserve to position The Woodlands 
for a successful conversion to a city where the infrastructure would 
become locally controlled and maintained. We do not need to reinstate 
the misguided ad-hoc transportation committee whose members openly 
advocated for the May 9, 2015, bond to extend Woodlands Parkway, 
recommended sending $500,000 to a privately owned airport in Conroe 
and, recommended a METRO-like bus service. The entire board needs 
to be engaged in these critical issues with our residents being included 
as well.

The township partnered with the Houston-Galveston Area Council 
in 2015 to create an extensive transit master plan. The next step 
should be to budget money to expand services that reduce local 
traffic. The Woodlands Express Park & Ride, Town Center Trolley 
and Demand/Response transit services for seniors are in high 
demand, according to the study. A short-term and long-term plan is 
needed to mitigate congestion, provide multiple commuting services 
to Houston and increase mobility while preserving the quality of life 
in The Woodlands. Additional bike trails would alleviate congestion 
and give accessibility to numerous locations throughout town. 
Adding bike parking zones so residents could bike then shop, work 
or dine would add convenience.  

I would invite vendors to submit proposals for the installation of 
a Real Time Traffic (signal) Control System as an overlay to the 
present Northstar Traffic Control System on one or more selected 
corridors for testing. I would like the Township to conduct a 
statistically significant origin-destination traffic study to help 
determine what transit improvements can be made to entice more 
people out of their cars. Additionally, I would develop a short- and 
longer-term bikeway improvement and conduct strategy meetings 
with providers to implement improved transportation service seniors 
and others with special needs. Finally, I would re-institute the 
Transportation Ad Hoc committee to help get these things done.

I signed the petition originated by Mathew Burton in 2015 because 
I do not condone developers clear-cutting trees to maximize profits. 
Retaining our forest reserves is critical to our quality of life and to 
maintain our initial design standards. We need to look into whether, as a 
city, a building permitting process would allow us to better enforce the 
original forest and natural vegetation requirements established when 
George Mitchell owned The Woodlands. Every long-term resident can 
see the differences from Mitchell-owned development and the new 
ownership groups. Our trees, parks and miles of pathways are major 
attractions drawing residents to The Woodlands. I am committed to 
reforestation and keeping our trees in The Woodlands.

Enforcing the covenants that require 27 percent green space is 
imperative. Residents should be required to reforest in order to 
maintain the aesthetics of The Woodlands. Selective cutting, rather 
than clear-cutting, should be required of developers. The newest 
village of Creekside Park has the biggest issue with unnecessary 
clear-cutting, and I believe this should be addressed with current 
builders prior to its completion.

I propose the creation of informal town hall meetings in each 
village—at a school, church, or other facility. These meetings would 
avoid travel to township meetings, limits on time to speak and 
promote more personal conversations between township directors 
and residents. I would also like to see The Woodlands Township 
Facebook page be more widely advertised and used. The focus 
on future development should shift to commercial development, 
ensuring that traffic and drainage issues are properly addressed. 
Clear-cutting should not be permitted without proper vetting and 
resident inputs. If issues between residents and developers cannot 
be resolved through negotiations, then I would side with residents.

What do you believe is the biggest challenge facing The Woodlands, and how would you address it? 

Are you in favor of incorporation? Why or why not?

What steps should the township board take to alleviate mobility issues in the community?

How would you like to see the township board handle resident concerns involving issues like clear-cutting and future development?

*Incumbent

First day of early voting: Oct. 24
Last day of early voting: Nov. 4
Election Day: Nov. 8

IMPORTANT DATES
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Occupation: retired business consultant, senior partner with Accenture

Years lived in The Woodlands: 8 years

mkbass1@live.com 
www.facebook.com/mike.bass.7106670 
713-299-1184

Occupation: registered nurse

Years lived in The Woodlands: 11 years 
 
brilaneb@yahoo.com 
www.facebook.com/bonifacefortownship 
832-671-3002

MIKE BASS* BRIAN BONIFACE

Due to growth in and around The Woodlands, the biggest challenge our community faces is sustaining 
George Mitchell’s vision and all the reasons people have elected to live and work in The Woodlands. 
As the developer completes their build out, the township must continue to step up to sustain Mitchell’s 
vision. The board must commit to sustain all the amenities our residents expected when they moved 
here, sustain our forests and green space, improve our drainage system, reduce congestion and sustain 
our outstanding public safety organization.

It’s imperative we begin planning for the future. We know we’d rather be our own city than be 
annexed, so a responsible first step would be to set aside funds every year to help mitigate the cost of 
incorporation. Without a proper tax study, we don’t know what that cost will be. It won’t be free, but 
it won’t be a 70 percent tax increase. It’s perplexing that four of the township board members voted 
to eliminate a specific fund for incorporation. We need to understand all facets of incorporation, but a 
simple first step at the very least would be to properly save for our future.

An ill thought out rush to incorporate will put our quality of life and property values at risk, along with 
the potential for much higher taxes. I am not opposed to incorporating if we do so in the right way, for 
the right reason and at the lowest possible cost to the taxpayers. Before the township can develop any 
plan for incorporation, we must first seek legislative clarity as to how we can incorporate when the time 
comes. Today, all we have is the option to call an election. Given our large size and the fact the township 
already exists and will not go away, creating a new city is more complex than just one election.

I am in favor of incorporation, but only when it makes the most sense for our community. We face city-
sized issues with limited ability to address those issues. I would very much like to protect all of what 
drew us here in the first place, preserve our high quality of life and still guide us to our next stages of 
existence. It is important our future allows the residents of The Woodlands to determine what is best for 
The Woodlands. 

The township board must do much more than it has in the past. Any solution requires collaboration with 
the county, neighboring cities and [the Texas Department of Transportation]. The board should be more 
willing to partner with the county to improve mobility and reduce congestion. To do so will require more 
funding on our part to help the county implement solutions faster than they can do solely with their own 
funds. I hope after this election, the newly elected board members will commit to partner with the county 
to solve our biggest growth issue—reducing congestion. 

As it stands right now, the township has no control over how, when and where roads are developed 
as it is left up to the county and developers. This is another reason incorporation is necessary: so our 
residents have the power to solve mobility issues. 

The board must continue to support the covenant committee in their enforcement of our long-standing 
commercial forestation standards. Due to building size and changes in the floodplain, commercial 
development requires reasonable tree removal in order to prepare a lot for development, but that must 
be followed by robust reforestation. The covenant committee must continue to ensure the commercial 
forest preserves are maintained in the future. For many years, the township has invested $500,000 to 
$600,000 per year to sustain our forest. This investment must continue.

At this time, the township has no power over clear-cutting and future development due to the way the 
community is structured, and the township has no authority to act or react to either issue.  

What do you believe is the biggest challenge facing The Woodlands, and how would you address it?

Are you in favor of incorporation? Why or why not?

What steps should the township board take to alleviate mobility issues in the community?

How would you like to see the township board handle resident concerns involving issues like clear-cutting and future development?
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Guardian of Small Business Award

Kevin Brady doesn’t believe voters sent him to 
Congress to be popular–but instead to take 
the tough votes to get America back on track.

BradyforCongress.com
(281) 363-9297

He knows that makes some voters unhappy but he has the 
backbone to do the right thing even if it isn’t popular.

Paid for by Kevin Brady for CongressTough. Proven. Conservative.
VOTE November 8, 2016
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STOP
T H E

70%

INCREASE!
PROPERTY 

TAX RATE

In 2012, The Woodlands Township Board 
commissioned a study that found a rush to 
incorporate as a CITY would DRAMATICALLY 
increase property taxes for families and 
businesses. How much of a tax rate increase?  
A BUNCH! 

Specifically, the 2012 study concluded The 
Woodlands property tax rate would increase by 
as much as 70.4%!  
Source: The Woodlands Township “2012 Incorporation Study” by EPS

In addition to higher taxes, a 2015 budget report 
by The Woodlands Township noted that a rush 
to incorporate would also be fraught with legal 
and legislative uncertainties that could very likely 
cause a disruption and/or reduction of our current 
high level of The Woodlands quality of life.  
Source: The Woodlands Township August 3, 2015 report titled “Review of 
Incorporation Costs and Issues”

Do we really want The Woodlands to be like 
Houston, Conroe, and other cities whose 
residents constantly face higher taxes, eminent 
domain abuses, hidden monthly city service 
fees on water and garbage bills, and large city 
bureaucracies? Hidden behind the political power 
grab and rhetoric of the “INCORPORATE NOW” 
advocates are common problems like these that 
plague incorporated cities all around us.

INCORPORATE NOW = HIGHER TAXES NOW!
What’s the rush? Under state law, we have until 
2057 to transition from a Township to a City to 
avoid annexation by Houston and Conroe.  

Therefore, the question of The Woodlands 
Township incorporating is not IF, but WHEN, HOW, 
and at WHAT COST?

In other words, residents of The Woodlands 
Township need a responsible path over the next 
40 years to become a city without dramatically 
raising the tax rate.

For More Information Or A Free Decal,  
Please Visit: TheWoodlandsConcernedTaxpayers.org

Furnished by The Woodlands Concerned Taxpayers, a non-profit entity.
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Occupation: facilities supervisor, Huntsman International

Years lived in The Woodlands: 6 years

john@brownfortownship.com 
www.brownfortownship.com 
215-828-0068

Occupation: train dispatcher, or rail traffic controller, for Union Pacific Railroad 

Years lived in The Woodlands: 18 years

schroederfortwt@gmail.com 
www.schroederfortownship.com 
936-273-0419

JOHN ANTHONY BROWN STUART L. SCHROEDER

The Woodlands is between today and tomorrow. Self-governance and incorporation is the question 
and the answer. There are numerous items in current discussions on the board and throughout the 
community—the pedestrian-bike master plan, YMCA, special events and transportation around The 
Woodlands just to name a few. I will join the residents’ advocates already on the board to address 
these issues with proper planning, both in terms of fiscal and environmental impact. I would also like 
to see the board explore ways to reduce the escalating costs of water in our community.

Responsible incorporation. The Woodlands will need to determine the true cost of incorporation. We will 
also need legislation to modify current constitutional and statutory barriers that limit the abilities  
of general law cities to enforce covenants. There is no historical precedent for a community the size 
of The Woodlands incorporating. The path forward has many unknowns, and we must have as much 
accurate information as possible to ensure that we don’t make mistakes. 

Although it is up to the residents to decide the fate of our governing structure, it is up to the board of directors 
to responsibly prepare a true cost of incorporation. The key benefits of incorporation are multifold in a 
municipality that functions with self-governance. The new city would have the right to prohibit extensions 
of our roads and could remove county plans for major new thoroughfares through our community. We could 
enact ordinances regarding development, removal of trees and other natural resources. This would also halt 
the encroachment on our desirable and successful community from county and other outside special interests. 

Yes, I favor a responsible path to incorporation. A rapid rush toward incorporation without knowing the 
true cost will likely lead to a tax increase.

The solution for The Woodlands Township’s mobility problem begins with an independently researched and 
thoroughly vetted master mobility plan for Montgomery County, recognizing the impact to the residents 
of The Woodlands as a self-governing oasis within the geographic confluence. Through the years, various 
plans have been presented that were sponsored and controlled by developers, contractors and politicians. 
This is why wasteful and expensive issues like the defeated [May 2015] $360 million bond issue are 
presented to voters and fail. Our township board was ambivalent on the Woodlands Parkway bond issue. 
Our new board must be strong on the matter of transportation and budget accordingly for an effective 
mobility study recommending viable thoroughfare improvements.

Mobility problems challenge our quality of life. I support a cooperative approach to solving The 
Woodlands area’s mobility issues. I believe that we must work cooperatively with [the Texas Department 
of Transportation], Montgomery County, The Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1, the Houston-
Galveston Area Council and neighboring cities to achieve this. Acceptable regional solutions must be 
found to avoid a transportation crisis—which would stymie our region’s economic growth—while 
protecting our quality of life and preserving environmentally sensitive areas.

Unfortunately, the current powers of The Woodlands Township board of directors are limited, so they are 
unable to go beyond the covenants of the community. Our trees are our most precious physical assets, not the 
brick and steel boxes becoming all-too-common on our landscape. If the township can create the city of The 
Woodlands with efficient and sensible management processes, we can better control development through 
zoning and permits. For true management of our forested setting, we need to incorporate so our City Council 
can pass ordinances and methods of enforcement. When elected, I will strive to maintain and protect The 
Woodlands through smart governance and without tax increases.

Commercial development standards are the same as they were during the time George Mitchell owned 
The Woodlands Development Company. All three covenant committees are responsible for permitting and 
administering the standards for new development. The Development Standards Committee administers 
the standards for completed, occupied commercial properties. The decisions by the covenant 
committees cannot be appealed. The Woodlands Township board does not administer the standards.

What do you believe is the biggest challenge facing The Woodlands, and how would you address it? 

Are you in favor of incorporation? Why or why not?

What steps should the township board take to alleviate mobility issues in the community?

How would you like to see the township board handle resident concerns involving issues like clear-cutting and future development?
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&  INVITE YOU TO ENJOY OUR ANNUAL:

LIVE MUSIC 
Vintage Reserve Band

 KIDS’ FUN
Characters, In� atables,Face Painting, Balloon Artist, 

Alpha & Omega Horse and much more

Participating Businesses
24 Hour Fitness, Nothing Bundt Cakes, Amazing Lash 
Studio, C2 Education, Edible Arrangements, European 
Wax Center, Chili’s, Frost Bank, HEB, The Kangaroo 

Forest, Kid to Kid, Orange Leaf Yogurt, Radiance 
Advance Skin & Body Care, The Exercise Coach, Pei Wei, 
Walgreens, JEI Learning Center, Yoga Pod, & Starbucks.

Community Info
IndianSpringsVillage.com

 TasteTaste
of the

TasteTasteTaste
Village

IndianSpringsVillage.com

of theof the VillageVillage
Saturday, October 15th

Noon – 3:00 pm

Indian Springs Shopping Center

SAVE THE DATE: 
Saturday 10/15

Noon to 3pm
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Pol. Ad Paid by Bruce Rieser Campaign

RieserForTownship.us
BALLOT BOX

Our reporters will provide live coverage of local election 
results & analyze the impact on your community. 

YOUR ELECTION DAY 
Headquarters
 Follow us online and on social media!
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Occupation: banker

Years lived in The Woodlands: 12 years

Chrisgrice55@Icloud.com
www.chrisgricefortownship.com 
281-253-2270

Occupation: retired airline executive, CEO of SKR Consulting LLC

Years lived in The Woodlands: 27 years

rrieser51@gmail.com
www.rieserfortownship.us 

CHRIS GRICE BRUCE RIESER

Under our agreement with the cities of Houston and Conroe, we have to incorporate by November 
2057. To begin with, I would like the township board to solicit bids from law firms that specialize in 
incorporation so that we can get expert guidance and advice on how to proceed in the most judicious and 
cost-effective way. I would want the township to order an engineering study to see what the cost [would 
be] to the newly incorporated city to take over the roads and bridges that are now handled by the county. 
This would give us guidance on how to proceed, the cost and the timing of when to incorporate.

I believe the biggest challenge we face is taxation and planning for the longer term. Sales taxes and 
hotel occupancy taxes are down and projected to remain flat in the budget. If other sources of revenues 
are flat or declining, there will be an increasing pressure on property taxes. This is why the decision to 
remove the $2.5 million reserve for incorporation expenses by four of the township board members was 
bad policy and planning. Kicking the taxation can down the road to future boards is irresponsible, and the 
residents deserve a more professional and visionary approach from their board members.

Yes, I am in favor of incorporation, but I believe we have only one shot to get it right so we need to 
take our time and make sure we do it right. There is legislation that has to be passed in order for us to 
transition from a township to a city. The enabling legislation did a great job of setting up the township, 
but it did not address transitioning to a city. It is a very complex process to incorporate. We need to do 
our due diligence. We need to look at the pros and the cons of becoming a city versus staying a township 
for as long as we can. We need most of all to understand the cost. 

I certainly believe that we should at least plan for possible incorporation. The Woodlands currently 
constitutes approximately 20 percent of the total Montgomery County population, yet we pay over  
38 percent of the county’s property taxes. As the county continues to grow, we will become an even 
smaller portion of the total population and hence [have] less voting power. In our current state, we are 
beholden to the county government to address the issues raised by the taxpayers. I would say that our 
residents have been underwhelmed by the county’s response to their grievances.

We have to start solving the issue as it relates to the mobility issues in south Montgomery County. I 
would propose that a task force made up of township, county and [Texas Department of Transportation] 
officials be formed to put a plan of action together that all three parties could bring back to the 
respective governing bodies for consideration on priority of the project, cost and which projects would 
give us the best bang for the buck. I know that it is the county and state’s responsibility on road projects, 
but by themselves they just do not have the money. By sharing in the cost, we can get started sooner 
rather than later to begin to solve these issues. It will not happen overnight, but we need to get started.

First, let me say that I am opposed to the extension of Woodlands Parkway and worked diligently to 
help defeat the May 9, 2015, road bond. I would petition the county commissioners to undertake a 
countywide mobility study. The mobility problems in The Woodlands are directly linked to those of 
other areas in the county predominantly from north and west of our community. The building of six-
lane thoroughfares through residential areas would severely damage the hometown feel for which The 
Woodlands is renowned. More thought needs to be made in the “loop” roads around The Woodlands, 
rather than forcing more traffic onto residential streets like Research Forest and Woodlands Parkway.

I am not in favor of clear-cutting and believe that we should go back to the original guidelines for 
the cutting of trees when The Woodlands was first developed. Right now, the township has no 
control over either issue and still would not if we incorporate. The only way to accomplish the goals here 
are to work with the developer, which for the most part, but not always, has taken resident concerns 
in the past and worked with them. Having a good relationship and communication with the developer, I 
believe, is the best solution to making sure all concerns of the citizens are taken into account.

As I pointed out in one my earlier answers, the township—as it is currently constituted—has very 
limited power over these issues. This is precisely why I am pro self-governance. I have much more faith 
in the residents of The Woodlands than I do in the continuing largess of the developer interests, The 
Woodlands [Development] Company or the Montgomery County government to protect the quality of life 
that we have come to expect in our hometown.

What do you believe is the biggest challenge facing The Woodlands, and how would you address it?

Are you in favor of incorporation? Why or why not?

What steps should the township board take to alleviate mobility issues in the community?

How would you like to see the township board handle resident concerns involving issues like clear-cutting and future development?
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Help change the life of a young woman and her child by 
supporting the Young Mother’s Child Care Scholarship through United Way 
Women Who Rock. Featuring keynote speaker Janine Shepard.

Friday, November 4, 2016
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention Center

Visit mcuw.org/wwr to learn more 
and purchase tickets

United Way Women Who Rock is 
presented by Woodforest National Bank.
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IN MY 35 YEARS OF OWNING AN AWARD-WINNING DESIGN FIRM,
I LISTENED TO FAMILIES DESCRIBE THEIR GOALS AND CONCERNS ABOUT OUR 

NEIGHBORHOODS. NO MATTER WHAT THEIR POLITICAL PARTY
OR PHILOSOPHY, THREE MAJOR CONCERNS TOP THEIR LISTS:

•We demand success from our education system. But if we expect our teachers to be successful, we 
must give them the materials, the environment, and the time to ensure student success.

•We must protect the Spring/Klein/Tomball area from poorly planned government subsidized 
housing and the unplanned impact on our schools.

•Any policy coming out of Austin should be based on ensuring the opportunity of all the people 
living in our communities to successfully reach their goals of a better life for themselves, their fam-
ilies, and their communities. 
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THESE ARE OUR PRIORITIES, AND I WILL FIGHT FOR THEM AS YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVE IN AUSTIN. 

MICHAEL SHAWN KELLY
FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE - DISTRICT 150

Common Sense Conservative

TAKE BACK YOUR 
FINANCIAL FREEDOM

with a debt consolidation loan.

*Automatic 1% rate discount. Must qualify for additional 1%. Offer of credit is subject to credit approval.
Rate discount applies to personal/signature loans only. Promotion dates September 6 – November 30, 2016.

 or 800.825.8829
UP TO A2

LOAN RATE
DISCOUNT*

When you’re overwhelmed by debt, it’s easy to feel 
stuck and helpless. Get your life moving forward again 
by consolidating your debt at 5Point Credit Union. 

My5PointLoan.com 
or call 888.699.2614 
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TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES • DISTRICT 150 

MICHAEL SHAWN KELLY VALOREE SWANSON

Email: michaelshawnkelly@campaigntexas.com

Phone: 281-350-0515

Website: www.campaigntexas.com

Michael Shawn Kelly has degrees in floriculture 
and landscape architecture from Texas A&M 
University. Kelly is the founder and chief 
architect of Mirror Lakes Design in Spring and 
has lived in District 150 for more than 35 years 
with his wife, children and grandchildren.

Email: campaign@valoreeswanson.com

Phone: 832-510-4520

Website: www.valoreeswanson.com

Valoree Swanson has lived in the community 
for 13 years and in Harris County for 36 years. 
Swanson previously worked in commercial real 
estate and has a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from Baylor University.

I have a business, and I’ve had it here for 35 years. I think I’ve got a much 
deeper insight into what people are looking for, because for 35 years I’ve 
been talking to people about how they want their families to live and grow 
in the area. That’s essentially the job of a state representative: to make 
sure the opportunities are there for the people in the area to always have 
a better life.

What makes you uniquely qualified to represent District 150?

I share the conservative values of the district and have been fighting for 
our issues for many years. I raised four children in the district. I have 
two biological children and adopted two teens from [Child Protective 
Services]. I have home-schooled and had kids in public and private 
school, so I understand and want to improve the education system. My 
long-term involvement in the community and in state issues has given me 
understanding of the issues and working relationships with community 
leaders. Actions speak louder than words, and I have consistently 
volunteered for conservative principles my whole life.

The quality of life, undoubtedly. If you have bought the house where you plan 
on living, and they build a very cheaply subsidized housing project across 
from your subdivision, your neighborhood values go down, businesses start 
falling apart, crime goes up and the school system falls apart. [Also], we 
keep asking our teachers to do more and more with less and less, and it’s 
ridiculous. That’s what I’ve seen in 35 years of working with people: If the 
schools are strong, if the neighborhoods are strong, then everyone has a 
chance to do well. 

What do you believe are the biggest challenges facing District 150?

[The biggest challenges are] improving education, improving safety, 
preserving our quality of life and protecting our constitutional rights.

All [teachers] really want is to have a class size that’s manageable. They 
want to have the materials that they need so they’re not digging into 
their own pockets to buy materials, and they want to have the time to be 
effective. Right now, we’re not doing any of that through our Legislature. 
It probably will take more money. But the thing is, we need twice as 
many teachers, and we need them right now. We need to group the kids 
according to their learning abilities. [In regard to subsidized housing], that 
would be a straight-out “no” to how they’re doing it. You have to look into 
doing it a better way. You actually go ahead and do some grants to our 
universities here and tell them to come up with some ideas. 

How would respond to these challenges?

I will work with the State Board of Education to focus on education and not 
just test-taking. I will work to block low-income government housing in 
our communities. I will work to help law enforcement have the manpower 
and tools they need to keep our streets safe. I will strongly defend our 
constitutional rights, such as free speech, religious liberty and the Second 
Amendment.

I think what we need to do is frame the issues so that people here 
understand them. Instead of talking about, “We got to get control of the 
budget,” sometimes we have to say, “What you’re trying to do is make 
sure our teachers have more work to do with less money and more kids. 
Do you understand that this bill that we’re about to pass right here is 
guaranteed to hurt the education of your kids and grandchildren?” And 
that doesn’t happen. I think people are afraid to say exactly what the 
impact is [of] a lot of the bills that we have, and I think that it’s very 
important.

If elected, what is the first thing you would address?

I would work on many issues, including improving education, blocking low-
income housing in our communities, sealing the border, protecting Second 
Amendment rights, protecting religious liberty, cutting property taxes, 
ending sanctuary cities, improving safety in our communities and defending  
the Constitution.

Recycle Beyond
the Ordinary!

Saturday, 
November 12, 2016

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Woodlands Township Parks,  
Recreation and Environmental  

Services Facility 
8203 Millennium Forest Drive 

The Woodlands, TX 77381
281-210-3800

Recycle and Donate
Alkaline Batteries 
Yard Signs 
Clothing 
Eye glasses

Artisan Trunk Show
Jewelry, Glass, Toys and more

Compost Classes
Document Shredding

Five food cans or $5 a box

www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com54

LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2016 ELECTION
Lone Star College System candidates running for trustee positions within districts 5 and 7 will be on the 
general election ballot Nov. 8. Voters will only be able to elect trustees running within the district in which 
they live. 

District 5 contains the system offices and training center, LSC-Montgomery, LSC-University Center, 
LSC-Creekside Center, LSC-Tomball and the LSC-Tomball Health Science Building. District 7 includes 
LSC-Conroe Center. 

LSCS trustees serve six-year terms. There are nine members who make up the board of trustees, and 
they serve staggered terms.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TRUSTEES:

   • Ensure that LSCS is an integral part of the community
   • Serve the community’s changing needs
   • Function as a cohesive group to articulate and represent a balanced system and the public’s interest
   • Establish a climate for learning and monitor the effectiveness of the system
   • All trustees are residents within the district they serve, and they serve without payment except  
      where benefits are provided by state law.

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

District 5

District 6

District 7

District 8

District 9

2016

54

ELECTION GUIDE

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com

Compiled by Beth Marshall

 LINDA S. GOOD

LUIS R. GRANADOS

RON TROWBRIDGE

DAVID VOGT

Position: Lone Star College System trustee, District 7

Occupation: legal aid attorney

Years involved with Lone Star College System: 14 years; elected trustee in 2010

Email and website: good4lscs7@earthlink.net, www.lindasgood.org 

My priorities and reason for running:

Forty years ago, local leaders created a community college that has grown into the largest 
community college system in Texas. A globally recognized educational leader because of local 
support and partnerships, LSC is an invaluable resource and an economic engine for the entire 
region. 

My first priority is always the students. Helping them become productive members of our 
community is our primary mission. Our students deserve the same transformative educational 
experience that I had. Serving nearly 95,000 students, LSC is the first choice of a large percentage 
of students. It also provides second chances to people of all ages who ache to achieve elusive 
life goals. Second, I am committed to accountability, transparency and fairness for all who have 
dealings with the college. I will continue to assure that students, employees, voters and businesses 
have opportunities to affect how the college operates.  A 22-year resident of Montgomery 
County, I believe the community values the following priorities: one, provide high quality, cost-
efficient education; two, respond to local needs; three, stress long-term efficiencies and maintain 
infrastructure; four, control expenses while keeping taxes low; and five, scrutinize new building 
projects to assure that the expenditure will be offset by adequate enrollment.

Position: Lone Star College System trustee, District 7

Occupation: retired

Years involved with Lone Star College System: 10 years; elected trustee in 2013

Email and website: ronaldtrowbridge@gmail.com, www.rontrowbridge.org

My priorities and reason for running: 

President Ronald Reagan appointed me director of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs—this educational experience is serving me well as a trustee at Lone Star College.

 I worked my way through 10 years of college at the University of Michigan, earning a Ph.D. in 

English. Hence, I know the hard way the value of education. Nothing—and I mean nothing—gives 
me greater joy than watching young people, especially low-income students, get an education, a 
degree and a job. 

Recently, speaking to the graduating class of Lone Star College-North Harris, I asked, “How 
many of you are the first one in your extended family to go to college and to get a degree?” Their 
response was unbelievably moving: virtually half of the graduating class raised their hands. That 
was beauty; that was poetry. And that is what community college is all about: It gives people with 
not much money a way up. I love my job as trustee, and I love working with the kids. I ran the 
Fulbright Program for President Reagan, but the rewards there were not as rich as working with 
and seeing our young people succeed academically and professionally.

Position: Lone Star College System trustee, District 5

Occupation: engineer (mechanical and nuclear)

Years involved with Lone Star College System: two years

Email: lg@integrallogistics.net

My priorities and reason for running: 

The main reason I am running for the Lone Star College System trustee Position 5 is to bring the 
LSCS in compliance with the principles of accreditation.

The filtering of the applicants to college has been reduced to a minimum allowing basically 

anybody to access a college education. 

This may be good from a political point of view since it serves as a bullet point to advertise the 
democratization of the education. However, on the other side, it reduces the teaching quality 
due to the excessive number of students.

The always-increasing number of students forces the authorities to request more funds, and 
the taxpayer is forced to pay more via property tax increases or repayment of bonds.

I don’t believe this is fair for anyone for the following reasons: Applicants without the 
qualifications who are enticed to get a college education and get in debt to pay the tuition 
and fees just to drop later on; teachers who need to accommodate students without the 
requirements and background; and the taxpayer who pays more on property taxes.
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Candidate did not respond 

Source: Lone Star College System/Community Impact Newspaper
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TOMBALL ISD SCHOOL BOARD, POSITION 5

Email: macfergus@macferg.us
Website: www.votejoseph.com
Joseph Ferguson is a former Tomball ISD 
student and teacher and has lived in the area 
since 1986. Ferguson has a master’s degree 
in education and is an assistant professor 
in the education department at Lone Star 
College-Montgomery. 

JOSEPH FERGUSON

Email: lmcleod@farmersagent.com
Website: www.facebook.com/mcleodforschoolboard
Lee McLeod has lived in the area for 14 years 
and owns a Farmer’s Insurance agency. 
McLeod has four children in TISD schools 
and has previously served on the district’s 
Strategic Planning Committee and as a 
homeroom parent.

Email: schielfortrustee5@yahoo.com
Website: www.facebook.com/matt4tisd
Matt Schiel lives in the Magnolia area with 
his wife and three children. Schiel works as a 
commercial appraiser with the Montgomery 
County Appraisal District and has lived in the 
area for over 40 years. 

LEE MCLEOD MATT SCHIEL

I used to work for Tomball ISD as an administrator, and I really enjoyed 
working with the students and the teachers and the parents. When 
I got an opportunity to work for Lone Star College, the only reason 
I hesitated was because I didn’t want to leave Tomball ISD. It’s my 
home—I grew up here. After that I thought I can still be involved; I can 
volunteer at my son’s school; I can do these things. But I have a lot of 
background in education so I thought maybe I could do more.

I have four children in the school district at this time, and have always 
had a love for public education. I come from a family of educators 
and saw this as a great opportunity to serve and assist as it moves 
forward. We’re big fans of Tomball ISD and really love the district. 
I’ve been involved on all the campuses my kids have been in, from 
everything from committee[s] all the way to homeroom dad. I just have 
a real heart for kids, for learning and for what public education can do, 
so I’m hoping to be a part of that. 

I’ve been thinking about it for the past two years. I have a junior in 
high school and a set of twins in sixth grade, so I’m more able to have 
the time to devote to it. My grandfather was a former [Tomball ISD] 
trustee, so it was something I wanted to do to perform my civic duty 
and hopefully make some quality impacts to the school district. 

What inspired you to run for the Tomball ISD school board?

Probably how fast the district is growing. The district is doing a 
good job—I have no criticisms of anyone but I think there is a lot 
more growth coming. And we’ll need to make changes not because 
anything’s wrong, but just because as time passes the community 
changes. So I think I have a good background for helping Tomball ISD 
adapt to these things that are coming up.  

I would say the biggest challenge is managing the growth in the 
district and maintaining the resources and facilities [as well as] 
recruiting the best teachers available as these campuses grow. I’ve 
got three kids at Willow Wood, and that part of the district has grown 
so much, it’s at capacity. So I think that’s the most pressing issue.

School finance reform is going to be the biggest thing. We’re still 
in lawsuits and in the court to find out how this funding is going to 
play out, and hopefully in the next legislative session we have some 
answers or a better solution. [Due to recapture laws] we’re going to be 
giving [money] into the pot versus getting money from the state. We 
need to figure it out so the school districts are in control of their own 
finances and that way we can lower the tax rates without having to 
give or receive money [from the state].

What do you think are some of the biggest challenges in the district?

I would like to see probably an increase in transparency. I think 
the district does a good job. There is a check register online, but 
sometimes on there the descriptions are pretty vague. I’m sure 
it’s legitimate and I believe they are making an effort, just more 
transparency. 

I love the direction the district is going in. There are some new things 
I love seeing—like the Great Expectations Character Development 
Program and the elementary and junior high schools. I would say 
[finding a way] to use technology in the most innovative way that 
prepares our students for college and career is a priority. And I think 
the district is doing some of that, but I’d love to see more of that and 
how technology can be used to benefit the student. 

I’ve been talking to a lot of teachers and administrators and [a top 
priority is] just open communication throughout the district and open 
communication for everybody. Trying to help some of the tenured 
teachers on their pay [is also important]. Some of them are making 
the same [salary] level as a new teacher, so trying to help them 
out with pay or other means to give them more recognition from 
administrators and give them credit for staying in the district [is 
important]. My job should be, “How can I help you? What can I do to 
help you in your job or as a parent in the district? How can I help you 
have a better relationship and experience with Tomball ISD?”

If elected, what would be some of your top priorities are as a board member?
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COMPLETE COVERAGE AT
COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/VOTE

Last day to register to vote: Oct. 11
First day of early voting: Oct. 24
Last day of early voting: Nov. 4
Election Day: Nov. 8

IMPORTANT DATES
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Compiled by Wendy Cawthon

“Where old fashioned customer service 
and product quality are still important!”

PLANTS
SOILS

MULCH
COMPOST

SAND & GRAVEL
ORGANIC GARDENING 

SUPPLIES
All our products are safe 
for children and animals.

www.NaturesWayResources.com
936-321-6990 (Metro)
936-273-1200 (Conroe)
101 Sherbrook Circle
Conroe, TX 77385

Retail & Wholesale, Bag, or Bulk
Delivery Available
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ELECTION GUIDE
Compiled by Joe LananeCompiled by Joe Lanane and Abigail Loop

November election
Presidential and vice presidential candidates

Tim Kaine Mike Pence William Weld Ajamu BarakaHillary Clinton Donald Trump Gary Johnson Jill Stein 

* - Incumbent; D - Democrat; G - Green Party; L - Libertarian; R - Republican; Write-in candidates will not 
appear on the ballot but can be voted for by writing the candidate’s name in the write-in candidate space. 

Democrat Republican Libertarian Green Party

TX House/Senate

State Sen. District 4 
Brandon Creighton, R* 
Jenn West, L

State Rep. District 150 
Michael Shawn Kelly, D 
Valoree Swanson, R

Statewide

Railroad Commissioner 
Wayne Christian, R 
Grady Yarbrough, D 
Mark Miller, L 
Martina Salinas, G

Texas Supreme Court, Place 3 
Debra Lehrmann*, R 
Mike Westergren, D 
Kathie Glass, L

Rodolfo Rivera Munoz, G

Texas Supreme Court, Place 5 
Paul Green*, R 
Dori Contreras Garza, D 
Tom Oxford, L 
Charles E. Waterbury, G

Texas Supreme Court, Place 9 
Eva Guzman*, R 
Savannah Robinson, D 
Don Fulton, L 
Jim Chisholm, G

Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals, presiding judge, 
Place 2 
Mary Lou Keel, R 

Voters may vote at any early voting polling 
location, Oct. 24-Nov. 4.

HARRIS COUNTY 
Champion Life Centre
3031 FM 2920, Spring

Fallbrook Church 
12512 Walters Road, Houston

Kingwood Branch Library
4400 Bens View Lane, Kingwood

Lone Star College-Creekside Center
8747 W. Harmony Trail, Tomball
Octavia Fields Branch Library
1503 S. Houston Ave., Humble

Tomball Public Works Building
501B James St., Tomball

 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
George and Cynthia Woods Mitchell Library 
8125 Ashlane Way, The Woodlands

South County Community Building 
2235 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands

A complete list of polling locations may be 
found at www.mctx.org/election/ or www.
harrisvotes.com.

HARRIS COUNTY
0955 Creekside Forest Elementary School
5949 Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
3-The Woodlands High School 9th Grade 
Campus
10010 Branch Crossing Drive, The Woodlands

4-Copperwood Apartment Building 
4407 S. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands

6-Deretchin Elementary School
11000 Merit Oaks Drive, The Woodlands

24-Oak Ridge Senior High School
27330 Oak Ridge School Road, Oak Ridge North

31-Shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 I-45 N., Shenandoah

POLLING LOCATIONS
Lawrence “Larry” Meyers*, D 
Mark Ash, L 
Adam King Blackwell Reposa, G 

Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals, presiding judge, 
Place 5 
Scott Walker, R 
Betsy Johnson, D 
William Bryan Strange, III, L 
Judith Sanders-Castro, G

Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals, presiding judge, 
Place 6 
Michael E. Keasler*, R 
Robert Burns, D 
Mark W. Bennett, L

Montgomery County

Hospital District, director, 
Commissioner Precinct 2 
Brad Spratt 
Matthew L. Pepper

Hospital District, director, 
At-Large Position 1 
Mark Cole 
John Nicks

Lone Star College

Board of trustees, District 
No. 5 
David Vogt* 
Luis Granados

Board of trustees, District 
No. 7 
Linda S. Good 
Ron Trowbridge

Tomball ISD

Tomball ISD, trustee, Position 5 
Matt Schiel 
Joseph Ferguson  
Lee McLeod

The Woodlands

Board of directors, Position 
No. 1 
Amy Lampman 
Gordy Bunch* 
Bob Leilich

Board of directors, Position 
No. 2 
Mike Bass* 
Brian Boniface

Board of directors, Position 
No. 3

John Anthony Brown 
Stuart L. Schroeder 

Board of directors, Position 
No. 4 
Bruce Rieser 
Chris Grice

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s OfficeSource: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

Texas voter turnout for November elections, 2000-16 Texas registered voters for November elections, 2000-16

Total registered Total voting age populationTotal turnout Total registered
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ELECTION DAY VOTING LOCATIONS (by precinct)

AREA EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS

Candidates were selected based on the elections taking place within this 
newspaper’s coverage area. Only contested races were included.
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COMPLETE COVERAGE AT
COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/VOTE

Last day to register to vote: Oct. 11
First day of early voting: Oct. 24
Last day of early voting: Nov. 4
Election Day: Nov. 8

IMPORTANT DATES

The Woodlands Edition • October 2016

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT VOTER ID

Voters who cannot obtain a form of approved photo ID now have additional options when voting in person. 
These additional options apply to current and upcoming school tax elections and the November general 
election.

If a voter is not able to obtain one of the seven forms of approved photo ID listed below, he or she can vote 
by signing a declaration at the polls explaining why he or she is unable to obtain one of the seven forms of 
approved photo ID and providing one of various forms of supporting documentation.

The seven forms of approved photo ID are:

• Texas driver license issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS)

• Texas Election Identification Certificate issued by DPS

• Texas personal identification card issued by DPS

• Texas license to carry a handgun issued by DPS

• United States military identification card containing the person’s photograph

• United States citizenship certificate containing the person’s photograph

• United States passport
 
If you don’t have one of the seven forms of approved photo ID, you can use:

• A birth certificate (must be an original)

• A valid voter registration certificate

• A copy or original of one of the following: current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, 
or other government document that shows the name and address of the voter.

Learn more at www.votetexas.gov

Source: Texas Secretary of State website, www.sos.state.tx.us

POLLING LOCATIONS

32-Wilkerson Intermediate School
12312 Sawmill Road, The Woodlands

33-South County Community Building
2235 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands

35-Robinson Road Community Building
27434 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge North

47-South Montgomery County Fire Station 
No. 4
28830 Birnham Woods Drive, Spring

48-Sally K. Ride Elementary School
4920 West Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands

49-David Elementary School
5301 Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands

56-The Woodlands Emergency Training 
Center
16135 I-45 S., The Woodlands

58-Lone Star College System
5000 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands

59-Powell Elementary School
7332 Cochrans Crossing Drive, The Woodlands

61-George and Cynthia Woods Mitchell Library
8125 Ashlane Way, The Woodlands

62-Collins Intermediate School
6020 Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands

67-Lamar Elementary School
1300 Many Pines Road, The Woodlands

69-Barbara Bush Elementary School,
7420 Crownridge Drive, The Woodlands 

70-Buckalew Elementary School
4909 W. Alden Bridge Drive, The Woodlands

75-Windsor Hills Homeowners Association 
Club House
1 E. Windsor Hill Circle, The Woodlands

78-Galatas Elementary School
9001 Cochrans Crossing Drive, The Woodlands

79-Glen Loch Elementary School
27505 Glen Loch Drive, The Woodlands

80-Imperial Oaks Neighborhood Center
31120 Imperial Oaks Drive, Spring

81-Mitchell Intermediate School
6800 Alden Bridge Drive, The Woodlands

87-Birnham Woods Elementary School
32250 Birnham Woods Drive, Spring

From downtown Houston, take I-45 
North. Exit Highway 242 and turn right. 
Turn right on Harper’s Trace into 
East Village. 

New Homes from the $260s to $600s  | Patio Home Section Now Open with homes by Chesmar and Plantation
Model Homes Open Daily Highland Homes, Plantation Homes, Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, Gehan Homes, 
J. Patrick Homes, Drees Custom Homes HarpersPreserve.com

EIGHT Model Homes Now 
Open Daily in East Village!

- Highly-acclaimed Conroe ISD Schools
- Easy and quick access to I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road
- Recreation Center with a community pool and pool barn, walking trails,  
   playground, fire pit, bowling and bocce ball greens and horseshoe pits
 

Visit Today:
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29 Walk MS: Woodlands 
The 1K/5K walk helps 

individuals team up with friends, loved 
ones and co-workers to help end 
multiple sclerosis. The event takes place 
annually at more than 550 nationwide 
locations and has raised $920 million 
overall for research and programs. This 
event is fully accessible for people of all 
abilities. 8 a.m.-noon (full event), 9 a.m. 
(walk begins). Free, but donations are 
encouraged. Town Green Park, 2099 
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands. 
855-372-1331. www.walkms.org

30 ‘Truck or Treat’ 
Presented by Four Wheels 

Food Fest, the event features more than 
15 area food trucks. Attendees enjoy live 
music from two stages, trick-or-treating, 
pumpkin bowling and costume contests 
at this inaugural event, benefiting 
Abundant Harvest. 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Free 
(children age 12 and younger, police, first 
responders, teachers and military), $10 
(general admission). Town Green Park, 
2099 Lake Robbins Drive,  
The Woodlands. 713-594-3165.  
www.4wheelsfoodfest.com

30 Texas Strollathon
The fundraiser is 

Rettsyndrome.org’s signature event. 
The organization raises research 
dollars and public awareness of 
Rett syndrome. The event is not 
a race or walk, rather it is a stroll 
through the park. 1-4 p.m. (full 
event), 1 p.m. (registration), 1:50 
p.m. (announcements), 2 p.m. (stroll). 

16 Fall festival  
Hosted by the Cochran’s 

Crossing Village Association, the 
event includes pony rides, a petting 
zoo, inflatables, games, prizes 
and food and drinks from Kroger. 
Donations of nonperishable food 
to benefit the Montgomery County 
Food Bank are encouraged. The 
festival has been held annually for 
over 20 years and more than 1,500 
attended last year. Rotary Interact 
Clubs from area high schools help 
staff the attractions. 1-4 p.m. Free. 
Shadowbend Park, 4192 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-387-6986.  
www.cochranscrossing.com

17 Montgomery County Friends 
of the Library meeting

Members of the public are invited to 
the South Montgomery County Friends 
of the Library general meeting, which 
includes a presentation from award-
winning author Maria Grace, author of “A 
Jane Austen Christmas.” Refreshments 
are served. 1 p.m. Free. South Regional 
Branch Library, 2110 Lake Robbins 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-681-0470. 
www.countylibrary.org/south.htm

22 The Woodlands Fall Market 
& Fair 

The event includes craft and vendor 
booths, a barbecue lunch, bake sale, 
silent auction and pumpkin patch as 
well as a bounce house, bungee run 
and children’s crafts. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 
Christ Church United Methodist, 6363 
Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 
936-273-2030. www.cc-um.org

OCTOBER

15 Food for Life Gala  
The Montgomery County Food 

Bank hosts the inaugural event in 
support of World Food Day, hosted by 
Jeannie and Darren Crowell. The event 
highlights community partners working 
with the organization and includes 
speaker Scott McClelland, president for 
H-E-B’s Houston division. The gala also 
includes entertainment from “The Voice” 
finalist Adley Stump. 6-11 p.m. $250 
(individual ticket, provides 875 meals), 
sponsorships available. The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention 
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive,  
The Woodlands. 936-539-6686.  
www.mcfoodbank.org

15 through Oct. 16 
Harmony Model home tours

Visitors tour 14 decorated model homes 
in the Spring development and collect 
treats along the way. Saturday’s event 
includes a pumpkin patch, inflatables, 
face painting and kettle corn. 11 a.m.- 
2 p.m. (Oct. 15, festivities), noon-6 p.m. 
(Oct. 16, home tours). Free. The Thicket 
Recreation Center, 3811 Everly Bend 
Drive, Spring. 936-447-2805.  
www.harmony-houston.com

15 through 29 
Haunted Trail at Bear 

Branch 
The theme of the event this year 
is “Trail of Treachery: The Cursed 
Wood.” A tour guide leads groups 
of visitors through a haunted trail. 
The event is recommended for 
participants age 9 and older. 8-10 
p.m. $8 (per person). Bear Branch 
Park, 5310 Research Forest Drive, 
The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

16 Light the Night Walk: The 
Woodlands

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s 
walk funds treatments that are saving the 
lives of patients today. Friends, families 
and co-workers form fundraising teams, 
and consumers help by donating at retail 
outlets. This event is held in nearly 200 
communities across North America. 5-9 
p.m. (full event), 5 p.m. (remembrance 
ceremony), 5:30 p.m. (registration). Free, 
but donations are encouraged. Market 
Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive,  
The Woodlands. 832-463-3636.  
www.lightthenight.org/txg

CALENDAR
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Trick or Treat Trail 
Children in The Woodlands 
trick or treat from booth-

to-booth and visit more than 30 local 
vendors as well as enjoy entertainment, 
games and costume contests. The 
event is presented by Wells Fargo. 3-6 
p.m. Free. Town Green Park, 2099 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
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3117 College Park Dr. Suite 230
The Woodlands, TX. 77384.

Located on 242, behind Panera Bread

Dental Implants
3-D Cone beam

state of the art technology

Dental & Periodontal Services

(936) 231-8937
www.specialistsimplantcenter.com

Virtual 3-D implant planning
provided by state of the art Cone Beam technology

Do not lose more teeth
Get your gums checked today

Specialists in Dental Implants and 
the treatment of gum disease.

Call Today!

PAYMENT PLANS 
NOW AVAILABLE

FREE 
3D CT SCAN 
With Dental Implants

(A $300 value)
Expires 11/9/16.
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Compiled by Tara Pohlmeyer

3232 College Park Drive,  
The Woodlands.  
www.lonestar.edu/montgomery-artgallery

03 ‘Hope for Heroes’ Gala
Hosted by Emergency 

Ministries, the gala focuses on 
first responders who experience 
extraordinary human events daily. The 
keynote speaker is comedian and author 
David Naster. 6 p.m. (doors open for 
VIP event), 7-9:30 p.m. (full event). $150 
(individual), sponsorships are available. 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel 
& Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-651-2661. 
www.emchap.org/gala

Free, but donations are encouraged. 
Rob Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside 
Forest Drive, The Woodlands.  
936-760-5724.  
www.strollathon.org/woodlands

31 SpookTacular 
The Woodlands Children’s 

Museum hosts its annual Halloween 
SpookTacular Monster Mash Party, 
filled with child-friendly games, art 
projects and activities. Costumes 
are encouraged, and the event is 
recommended for age 7 and younger. 
4-8 p.m. $1 (adults), $7 (children 
members), $9 (children nonmembers). 
The Woodlands Children’s Museum, 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280, 
The Woodlands. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

NOVEMBER

02 Bienvenidos Seres 
Queridos 

Lone Star College-Montgomery’s art 
gallery features an exhibit on Dia de los 
Muertos, or Day of the Dead, with work 
from seven artists, including an altar. 
A history and explanation on what Day 
of the Dead is and why it is celebrated 
is included. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Mon.-
Fri.). Free. LSC-Montgomery, Bldg. 
D-Performing Arts Center Art Gallery, 

Worth the TRIP

04 Market Moms Showcase 
Join Market Moms for a casual 

shopping experience with products and 
services, such as photography, jewelry, 
custom planners, fine art, stationery, 
clothing and other items. There are also 
complimentary wine samples and light 
catering is available. Proceeds help 
charities, such as Interfaith’s Family 
Services and the Montgomery County 
Women’s Center. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Free 
(admission). Embassy Suites, 1855 
Hughes Landing Blvd., The Woodlands. 
www.marketmoms.org,  
www.facebook.com/marketmomstx

11 Veterans Day service  
The event is a joint service held by 

Lord of Life Lutheran and Trinity 
Episcopal churches. The service is 
open to the community and includes 
the color guard from Klein Collins High 
School Air Force Junior ROTC to greet 
visitors. There are also photos taken for 
all veterans, echo taps, food and music 
following the service. The guest speaker 
is a Chaplain who was wounded in Iraq 
in 2005. Proceeds benefit Fischer House. 
7 p.m. Free, but donations are accepted. 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 3801 S. 
Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-367-7016. www.lolonline.org

Find more or submit  
The Woodlands events at  
communityimpact.com/wdl.

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by 
the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by

through Nov. 27 
Texas Renaissance Festival  
Hundreds of thousands of 

people visit the Texas Renaissance Festival 
each year. For eight weekends in October 
and November, festival attendees dress up 
and explore the Renaissance-themed park. 
Each weekend features food and drink 
vendors, live entertainment and more than 
400 shops. $26 (adult), $14 (child). 9 a.m.-
8 p.m. 21778 FM 1774, Todd Mission.  
800-458-3435 www.texrenfest.com
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Let the

Adv�ture
Begin

Great
Schools

Explore the perfect community to call home.
5 Model Homes | 4 Award-Winning Builders

FM 2978 @ NorthGrove Pkwy.  |  northgrovetx.com

24-HOUR FITNESS CENTER
& HIKING TRAILS

7.5 Acres

of fun

 M / I  H O M E S    •    P E R R Y  H O M E S    •    T O L L  B R O T H E R S    •    T R E N D M A K E R  H O M E S

Open Daily. Brokers welcome. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.

New
HOMES
from the

$300s - $600s

THE RETREAT MAGNOLIA ISD
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The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

October 

 25 Flight of The Conchords

Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands 
281-367-3774 • www.doseydoe.com

October 
 13 Glen Phillips
 14 Lori McKenna
 15 Gibson Brothers

 20 Bonnie Bishop
 21 Nitty Gritty Dirt Band
 22 Tab Benoit
 23 Mercury Presents Bach: 
              Goldberg Variations
 28 Tracy Byrd

November
 04 Billy Crockett
 05 Jason Michael Carroll
 09 The Traveling Red River 
              Songwriters
 11 Ronnie Milsap 
 12 Crystal Bowersox 
 13 Johnny Lee with Ward Davis 

Dosey Doe Music Cafe

463 FM 1488, Conroe 
936-271-2171 • www.doseydoe.com

October
 13 Ana Popovic
 14 Jackie Bristow and Sean Ashby
 15 George Ducas and Jake 
              Worthington
 21 Andrew Duhon
 22 Dana Louise and  
              the Glorious Birds

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Hannah Zedaker

 28 Darden Smith
 29 Fallon Franklin

November 
 02 Jim Wyly
 03 Bethany Becker
 04 Max Stalling
 05 Hamilton Loomis
 06 Chuck “Cubed” 
 08 Sara Kelly Music School
 09 Eddie Esler
 10 Matt Nakoa 
 11 Bri Bagwell
 12 Tejas Brothers 
 13 The Black Lillies 

GenuWine Tasting Room

6503 FM 1488, Magnolia 
832-934-2675  
www.mygenuwine.com

October 
 13 Damon
 14 Faltin & Fleener
 15 Dan Ennis
 19 Sheri Lavo
 20 Richard Edwards
 21 Louis Lamb & The Gentle  
              Lamb Experience
 22 Colton Black
 26 Ruth Stitt
 27 Kimberly Dawn
 28 Artie V Halloween 
             Costume Contest
 29 Russell Boyd

November 
 02 Benny Bassett
 03 Gianni Calderara
 04 Sean Harrold
 05 Michael Martin

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St., Tomball 
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

October
 13 Shinyribs
 14 Almost Endless Summer:  
              Beach Boys Tribute

 15 Sound of Love Benefit
 17-18 Paul Thorn
 19 Suzy Bogguss 
 20 Confederate Railroad 
 21 The Fantastics 
 26 Jason Boland and  
              The Stragglers 
 27 Mike and the Moonpies 
 28 Bryan White 
 29 The Fab 5 

November
 02-03 Cody Canada and Mike McClure
 04 Deana Carter 
 05 Andy Rodriguez and the 
             Harmoholics plus Vinny and  
             The Jets 
 09 Chris Knight
 10 Tommy Castro 
 11 Marcia Ball 

The Refuge Bar & Bistro

24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands 
713-389-5674
www.refugeinthewoodlands.com 

October 
 14 J-Walkers 
 15 Louis Lamb 
 21 Stan G. 
 22 Jimmie Hunter 
 28 Kamil 
 29 Jimmie Hunter 
 
November 
 04 JB Barnett 
 05 Jimmie Hunter 

Rock the Row at Hughes Landing

Hughes Landing Blvd., 
The Woodlands 
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

October
 13 Nightbird 
 20 Time Warp 
 27 Level One Band 

November
 03 Phatso 

Ziegenbock Music Festival 
The 14th annual event features 
a lineup of prominent Texas 

country stars, including the Josh Abbott 
Band, Cody Johnson, Roger Creager 
and Kevin Fowler. 11 a.m. $29.50-$125. 
Sam Houston Race Park, 7575 N. Sam 
Houston Parkway W., Houston.   
281-807-8700.  
www.ziegenbockfestivalhouston.com

O C T 

15

Worth the TRIP

 20  Luke Bryan with Little Big Town 
              and Dustin Lynch

 16  John Michael Montgomery

Community IMPACT 2.1709  x 11.25”
jdollar@judestudios.com

NOV. 12 & 13
SAT.- 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
SUN.- 12 p.m.-5 p.m.

   TICKETS: $8 advance
 $10 door

Children age 2 and under 
are free. Ticket price 
includes all activities. 

www.woodlandscenter.org
Tickets can be purchased at The Pavilion Box 
Office, all Ticketmaster outlets, by calling 800-
745-3000 or online at www.ticketmaster.com.
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DRINKS

By Abigail Loop

By Abigail Loop

Escalante’s No. 4
Escalante’s

Pat O’Brien’s 
Hurricane
Schilleci’s New Orleans 
Kitchen
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Escalante’s No. 4 is made with Herradura 
double-barrel reposado tequila.

S chilleci’s New Orleans Kitchen 
is known for its Cajun food 
and its New Orleans-style 

cocktails.
The eatery’s most popular beverage 

is the New Orleans’s signature cocktail, 
Pat O’Brien’s Hurricane. The drink is 
made with three kinds of rum: Gos-
ling’s dark rum, Bacardi Superior and 
Bacardi 151. Pat O’Brien’s Hurricane 
mix is then added to the cocktail.

Manager Ryan Kimmel said the 
$12 cocktail is part of the Cajun 
cuisine at Schilleci’s, and the restau-
rant as a whole has been popular with 
residents for several years.

“For about five years, we’ve been 
the No. 1 restaurant in The Wood-
lands on both Yelp and OpenTable,” 
Kimmel said. 

Kimmel said the restaurant also 
offers $10 off wine on Wednesday and 
Thursday during dinner service.

E scalante’s in The Woodlands 
has a variety of margaritas on 
its menu to match its fine Tex-

Mex cuisine.
The most popular margarita at the 

restaurant is the Escalante’s No. 4, 
a margarita on the rocks made with 
Herradura double-barrel reposado 
tequila and blended with premium 
Naranja liqueur. 

General Manager Heber Flores 
said he believes the $12 margarita 
is a unique drink since he claims 
Escalante’s is the only restaurant in 
The Woodlands area that carries the 
tequila for the beverage.

“We’re the only one here to have 
the double-barrel reposado tequila,” 
Flores said. “We also make our own 
simple syrup here and add fresh 
lime juice.”

Flores said customers can also 
get other frozen margaritas as well 
as wine, beer and select appetizers 
during Escalante’s happy hour from 
3-7 p.m. Monday through Friday.

1900 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 100, 
The Woodlands
281-292-7800
www.escalantes.net
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. 

The Pat O’Brien’s Hurricane at Schilleci’s New 
Orleans Kitchen is made with a variety of rum. 

9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1120,  
The Woodlands
281-419-4242
www.schillecis.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.- 
6 p.m.
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Lake Woodlands Dr.
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Q: Do new government rules require all financial 
advisors to be fiduciaries?
People are catching on to the importance of this. Unlike 
traditional brokers, a fiduciary advisor must legally put 
the client’s interests first. The Department of Labor 
(DOL) recently issued a rule requiring financial advisors 
of retirement plans to operate under this fiduciary 
standard. But that’s a far cry from saying “All advisors 
are now fiduciaries.”

Q: Why do you say “That’s a far cry...?”
The DOL rule only requires advisors to be subject to 
the fiduciary standard in particular situations and only 
for certain portions of your assets, specifically those 
in certain retirement accounts (and not all retirement 
accounts are included).  Most people we talk to here 
in our Woodlands office hold a variety of assets that 
will impact their financial planning. This new rule may 
enable certain financial product salespeople to begin 
waving the fiduciary flag, even though they are in reality 
only part-time fiduciaries. If you want objective advice, 
you need a full-time fiduciary advisor. It’s a case of 
“Buyer Beware” and knowing to ask the right questions.

Q: So what are the right questions?
No financial advisor will make this pitch: “We are 
looking out for your best interest – part of the time we 
are working with you.” So, pin the advisor down with 
this direct question: “Will there ever be a time in our 
business relationship when you or your firm will NOT be 
dealing with me subject to a legal fiduciary standard? And 
will you give me your answer in writing?”

Q: And what is your answer?
Linscomb & Williams, as a firm, is 100% committed to 
the fiduciary standard. We intend to give individually 
tailored advice, with no ax to grind. We have the team 
of professionals needed to offer that – CPAs, CFA 
Charterholders and CFP® practitioners. At Linscomb & 
Williams, we have been helping clients with financial 
planning and advice for 45 years. We are ready to 
talk and can meet you at our office right here in The 
Woodlands.

TRUSTING YOUR WEALTH ADVISOR: IS IT A PART-TIME THING?

The Linscomb & Williams Woodlands team.
(Left to right: Paul Vitale, CFP®; B. Craig Ivy, AIF®;                     
J. Harold Williams, CPA/PFS, CFP®; Larry Napier, CPA)
Linscomb & Williams is not an accounting firm.1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 200   The Woodlands, Texas 77380

281 841 0707    www.linscomb-williams.com

STRAIGHT TALK ABOUT THE FIDUCIARY STANDARD
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Linda Head
Chairwoman, The Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce 

By Beth Marshall
Moving to Houston from Pennsylvania in 1980 

was a major stepping-stone for Linda Head, who, at 
the time, was a recent college graduate migrating to 
the South to work as a recruiter for an oil and gas 
company. 

In 1986, Head began working for the Lone Star 
College System. Now, she has been the associate 
vice chancellor of workforce education and corpo-
rate partnerships at LSCS for eight years, and she 
was named chairwoman of The Woodlands Area 

Chamber of Commerce in August. 
Head and her husband, Steve, the chancellor of 

LSCS, have been involved with The Woodlands 
chamber for several years. The couple also served as 
honorary chairwoman and chairman, respectively, 
of the Interfaith of The Woodlands Gala. 

Additionally, Head has been involved with 
Montgomery County United Way, UpSkill Houston, 
Houston ISD’s advisory council and the National 
Council for Continuing Education and Training. 

PEOPLE

What are your main 
responsibilities at LSCS?  

I [oversee] all of continuing edu-
cation at all six campuses. So I’m in 
charge of the low-skilled, fast-track 
certificate programs like truck driving, 
law enforcement academy and phlebot-
omy as well as all the summer youth 
camps and the senior programs like the 
Academy for Lifelong Learning.  

The newest area I have is English 
as a second language and GED. We 
have a couple thousand students in 
that area. On the other end, I have 
high-end professional development if 
you want to take Cisco Networking 
or Oracle or project management 
certification. 

How has your department grown 
since you stepped into your 
current role?

I have had bits and pieces of this 
[department] in my job [since] I 
started here in 1986. I believe that 
people that come to college are com-
ing for a job. It’s all kind of career 
education. I don’t know what part to 
let go of, so I kind of grab all of it. 

How did you first become 
involved with chamber?

From [my husband] and his role in 
The Woodlands chamber first, and 
then when my job about 13 years ago 
brought me to The Woodlands, I of 
course got involved professionally with 
this chamber. I’ve also been involved 
with the Greater Houston Partnership 
for a number of years in my job, so I 
knew this chamber from them. 

What do you want to accomplish 
as chairwoman of The 
Woodlands chamber?

One [goal] is working with J.J.—I 
have a lot of respect for [chamber pres-
ident] J.J. Hollie. The Woodlands has 
their founding fathers, and we want to 
capture that history. Then, these two 
younger generations than me; what 
great ideas these new young profession-
als have. [We can] bring those people 
together. The second thing is there are 
about four or five key business and 
community leadership groups in this 
area, so [I want to] be sure the chamber 
is tied in with them really well. 

The third thing is, I have made my 

mistakes in my life, and part of why 
I’m in education is mentoring people. 
[I want to do] anything I can do to 
help these young female professionals 
skate around and not make the same 
mistakes I did as a young professional. 
In that same vein, they can help me 
because I’m not ready to retire. I think 
I have 10 good years left, so I need to 
stay current. 

What do you think are some of 
the biggest challenges facing 
the business community in The 
Woodlands?

Oil and gas affects everything. Yes, we 
have a diverse economy in Houston and 
in Texas, but we’ve always been [oil and 
gas] heavy.

In my professional life, we have 
access to some state money that will 
pay for full-time employees of small 
businesses to come to college. While 
companies are trying to reduce costs 
and watch their margins, that’s a 
struggle, too, because they need their 
people trained and ready to go. They 
don’t have 5,000 employees. It’s harder, 
I think, in a small business. 
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THE WOODLANDS  
Area Chamber of Commerce 

By the numbers

1,623 LOCAL BUSINESSES  
are chamber members, not including 

multiple properties or branches

The Woodlands chamber has 

4 MONTHLY  
networking events:  

Business After Hours, Networking 
Breakfast, Meet the New Members  
and Young Professionals Network

Linda Head is involved 
with  

11 CHAMBERS  
in the Greater Houston 
area as a result of Lone 
Star College System’s 

service area

The Woodlands chamber has 

15 COMMITTEES;  
9 meet seasonally, 6 meet all year
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59 NORTHGATE DRIVE
$949,000

•  Grogan’s Point Estate Lot
•  Major Updates
•  4 3.2 3 11 WILLOWCREST

$1,099,000

•  Cochran’s Crossing
•  Convenient Location
•  4 3.2 3

Looking for your dream home 
in a dream location?

Direct: 713-256-4998 Offi ce: 281-367-7770

Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors

Sign up for our monthly real estate market 
report on your neighbourhood

LET US 
PREPARE A 

CUSTOMIZED 
MARKET 

ANALYSIS OF 
YOUR HOME

FLORY-CIMPACT-September2016.indd   1 26/09/2016   19:34
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We specialize in
• COOLING • HEATING • PLUMBING • PAINTING

TIME FOR A PLUMBING INSPECTION

$59 Inspection!
(Regular $99)LIMITED TIME ONLY!

WHY INSPECT 
YOUR PLUMBING?

PEACE 
OF MIND!

• SAVE ON REPAIRS
• SAVE ON DAMAGES

� x it Once. � x it Right. We Take Care of Your Air!

$25 OFF $25 OFF
Any Plumbing 

Service
Any A/C 
Service

Not valid with other o� ers. 
With coupon only. Expires 11/09/16

Not valid with other o� ers. 
With coupon only. Expires 11/09/16

281-751-6234
BradburyPlumbers.com

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

Over 30 years of Professional Service

Beauti� l � nish. Every � me.

$50 OFF
Any Painting 

Service
Not valid with other o� ers. 

With coupon only. Expires 11/09/16

281-806-9900
BradburyPainting.com

“I taught my boys to take care of  their 
customers like they take care of their Mother!”

Lic. No. MPL12929 Lic. No. TACLB33409E
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ARTIST’S CORNER
Profiles of notable local artists

G ary Hernandez still remem-
bers his first painting experi-
ence. He was 4 years old when 

his brother let him play with his paint-
by-numbers set.

“I remember the smell of the oil 
paint,” Hernandez said. “I really liked 
it, and I liked the feel of painting. By 
the time I was in third grade, I bought 
a set of oil paint with brushes and 
started painting.”

Now, Hernandez has been a full-
time artist for 26 years and a member 
of The Woodlands Art League for 
four years. Formerly, he was president 
of the Art League of Houston before 
moving to The Woodlands area.

“Most of the time, it’s paint what 
you see,” Hernandez said. “I see some-
thing, I get an idea from it, and then 
I create a painting. Sometimes I go 
through a drawing process; some-
times the photographic references are 
so good that that’s what I use.”

Hernandez studied at the Glassell 
School of Art, formerly known as 
the Houston Museum of Fine Arts 
School. After graduating, but before 
becoming a full-time artist, Hernan-
dez worked in an art-centric career, 
running a graphic design firm until 
the late ‘80s.

As a realistic painter, Hernandez 
has also fine-tuned his drawing skills 
because being able  
to draw well helps his paintings look 
more lifelike, he said. 

“Right now, the thing that inspires 
me the most is my family,” Hernandez 
said. “It used to be my models because 

I was a life-drawing instructor. They 
were in my studio. They were the ones 
that were my references.”

Hernandez has always preferred 
painting people, places and things 
that are familiar and meaningful to 
him. Known also for his floral paint-
ings, Hernandez would grow his own 
flowers in his garden at home to use  
as references for his pieces. 

“Everything was very personal,” 
Hernandez said. “It was kind of like 
an autobiography. I was painting stuff 
that I saw, flowers that I grew and peo-
ple that I knew. If it was a travel scene, 
it was places that I had been.”

In addition to painting, Hernandez 
also teaches oil painting in The Wood-
lands on Mondays and Thursdays; he 
teaches additional classes in Cypress 
and Conroe. 

“As you teach, you explain what 
you’re trying to do, what you want 
them to do [and] what you want them 
to see,” Hernandez said. “Once they 
see, then the world opens up. That’s 
what [I was taught]—[my] instruc-
tor said, ‘The difference between me 
and you is that I can see things you 
can’t.’”

Hernandez said art is a sustainable 
career for him because of the classes 
he teaches, the paintings he sells in 
galleries and the commissioned work 
he creates for clients. 

“I am a working artist, and it’s 
different from an artist that has a day 
job,” Hernandez said. “This is what I 
do for a living. I’ve been doing it for a 
long time.”

Gary Hernandez
Painter draws inspiration from family

Gary Hernandez

713-569-9202
www.garyhernandezstudio.com

Gary Hernandez stands in front of a portrait he painted in his home studio. 
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“Young Man in Black” is a realistic oil painting.

In addition to painting people, Hernandez is 
also known for his lifelike floral paintings.

By Beth Marshall

WHERE TO 
TA K E  A  C L A S S 

Artist Gary Hernandez teaches art classes in The 

Woodlands area. 

OIL PAINTING:
South Montgomery County Community Center

2235 Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands
281-363-9410

Mon. 6-8:30 p.m.

Northwoods Unitarian Universalist Church
1370 N. Millbend Drive, The Woodlands

281-298-2780
Thu. 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

DRAWING:
Conroe Art League 

127 Simonton St., Conroe
932-756-9572

Tue. 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

WHERE TO SEE  
GARY HERNANDEZ’S ART 

Jack Meier Gallery
2310 Bissonet Drive, Houston 

713-526-2983
Hours: Tue.-Fri. 10 a.m.-4:30, Sat. 11 a.m.-4 p.m., 

closed Sundays and Mondays

Patten Pool Repair
LICENSED & INSURED

OUR WORK SPEAKS

FOR ITSELF

SINCE 1982

REPAIRS
WEEKLY

MAINTENANCE
REMODELING 

TILE CLEANING
ACID WASH

DECK OVERLAYS 

281-367-7796
WWW.PATTENPOOL.COM

LET US TAKE CARE OF IT

2014 & 2015 ANGIE’S LIST
SUPER SERVICE AWARD WINNER

your pool!
St� t 

                enjoying

20% OFF
FILTER CLEANS

IN NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, 
AND JANUARY.
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A fter Christine Mastri-
ani-Cobb was laid off from 
her job in the oil and gas 

industry and her grandmother died of 
cancer in 2015, she decided to open her 
own business.

Mastriani-Cobb opened A Perma-
nent Touch in The Woodlands last 
year. The business is a permanent 
makeup studio where Mastriani-Cobb 
does cosmetic tattooing for eyebrows, 
eyeliner and lips as well as paramed-
ical tattooing for disorders such as 
alopecia and trichotillomania as well 
as areola regimentation. 

“My grandmother had breast 
cancer—she didn’t pass from breast 
cancer, but after you live a certain 
length of time, it takes you in other 
ways,” she said. “A Permanent Touch is 
for her; everything about it pertains to 
her. Everything I do, I dedicate to her.” 

Roughly half of her clients have been 
affected by cancer, Mastriani-Cobb 
said, and the effects of chemotherapy 
and surgeries prompt clients to seek 
out her services. 

“I love giving back and doing some-
thing to help women who have gone 
through such a traumatic experience,” 
Mastriani-Cobb said. “[Cancer is] hor-
rible and I don’t wish it on anybody, 
but I’m here if somebody needs me.” 

Mastriani-Cobb said she was trained 
in the soft tap method of applying 

F or the past 12 years, Gayla 
Wigs has restored confidence 
in men and women of all ages 

who suffer from hair loss in The 
Woodlands. 

Owner and founder Gayle Stan-Bu-
cher opened Gayla Wigs in 2004 inside 
a medical facility in The Woodlands. 
Having suffered from male pattern 
baldness herself, Stan-Bucher is 
passionate about finding a solution for 
hair loss.

“It’s more than just hair; it’s about 
our mission statement: to create beauty 
in women, to nurture self-esteem and 
maintain an environment of growth 
and unlimited potential to all whom 
we serve,” Stan-Bucher said. “Every 
woman comes in here with a story—
her story—stories of breast cancer, 
ovarian cancer, lung cancer, brain 
cancer … We hear it all.” 

She said roughly 80 percent of 
clients who come to Gayla Wigs are 
there because cancer treatments have 
resulted in hair loss. The shop provides 
free consultations and has individual 
fitting rooms. 

“The hardest part is when we shave 
their head to get the wig to fit [clients]
properly once they’re losing their hair 
in handfuls,” wig-fitter and cosmetol-
ogist Denella McCormick said. “We 
have private fitting rooms; that way 
their family can be in there with them. 

A Permanent Touch
Studio honors owner’s late grandmother

Gayla Wigs
Oak Ridge wig shop fosters self-esteem

COMMUNITY

A Permanent TouchGayla Wigs

45

College Park Dr.
242A

chievem
ent D

r.

45

Robinson Rd. 3099 College Park Drive, Ste. 136,  
The Woodlands 
832-499-3629
www.apermanenttouchcm.com
Hours: by appointment only 
Sat.-Sun., free consultations

27327 Robinson Road, Ste. 1,  
Oak Ridge North 
281-782-1555
www.gaylawigs.com
Hours: Tue.-Fri. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m., closed Sundays and 
Mondays

A Permanent Touch offers both cosmetic and 
paramedical permanent makeup tattooing. 

Roughly 80 percent of Gayla Wigs clients have 
been affected by cancer. 
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Compiled by Hannah Zedaker

permanent makeup, meaning everything 
is done by hand to create a natural look. 
Even now, she continues perfecting her 
craft by interning under Connie Pearson 
in The Galleria area, where Mastri-
ani-Cobb also sees clients. 

Although there is no state licensing 
required for permanent makeup artists, 
Mastriani-Cobb said she has put a lot 
of work into her personal training and 
hopes that policy, or the lack thereof, 
will change. 

Sessions are by appointment only. 
Mastriani-Cobb said permanent 
makeup is a process, and when cancer 
is involved, thoroughness is key. 
Clients must meet a lengthy list of 
criteria before undergoing treatment.

“I primarily cater to cancer patients, 
but it’s also for corrections,” she 
said. “Permanent makeup is not an 
overnight thing if you want it done 
correctly. There’s an art behind it and 
a passion for it.”

It’s a very intimate and emotional time 
for them.” 

In 2010, Gayla Wigs relocated to Oak 
Ridge North where patrons can find 
hundreds of different color blends of 
monofilament wigs that give the illusion 
of a real scalp. Clients have a choice of 
human hair, synthetic hair or a blend 
of both. 

“Our staff here is trained to help 
fit and make each client beautiful—
whatever that entails,” Stan-Bucher 
said. “Our service here is by far the 
best in the country, and the girls 
really care.” 

The owner said her staff strives to 
match each client’s wig to his or her 
natural hair by choosing a compatible 
color and cutting and styling the wig.

“It’s very rewarding to do some-
thing I love while listening to some-
one’s story and helping them feel bet-
ter about what they’re going through,” 
McCormick said. 

Source: breastcancer.org/Community Impact Newspaper

basics

1 in 8 
U.S. women, or 12 percent, 
will develop invasive breast 

cancer in her lifetime. 

In 2016, an estimated 

246,660  
new cases of invasive 

breast cancer are expected 
to be diagnosed in U.S. 

women, while  

61,000 
 new cases of  

noninvasive breast cancer 
are expected. 

Breast cancer death rates for U.S. women are  

higher  

than those of any other cancer,  
second only to lung cancer. 

Black  
women  

are more likely to die of breast cancer than 
women of other races.

In 2016, there are more than  

2.8 million U.S. women  
with a history of breast cancer.

A woman’s  

risk of breast cancer 
doubles  

if she has a first-degree relative who has been 
diagnosed with breast cancer.

85 percent  
of breast cancer cases occur in 

women who have no family history 
of breast cancer. 
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A fast-growing organi-
zation composed of 
155 volunteers in The 

Woodlands is taking a grass-
roots approach to lessen the 
effects of climate change. It is 
doing so through community 
outreach and working with 
members of Congress. 

Formed in March 2015, 
The Woodlands chapter of 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby is one 
of eight groups in the Greater 
Houston area and one of two 
in Montgomery County alone. 
The organization gives area 
residents a new mechanism 
to become proactive about 
climate change through advo-
cating in favor of a carbon 
fee and dividend approach, 
member Larry Kremer said. 

“This organization is 
laser-focused on a specific pol-
icy to affect climate change,” 
he said. 

The carbon fee and dividend 
strategy is a market-based 
approach that is considered 
revenue-neutral, Kremer said. 

“It starts small with a fee on 
fossil fuels, whether it’s coal 
or oil and gas,” he said. “Each 
year, it goes up a little bit.”

The money that is collected is 
then dispersed to households, 
and residents can decide how 
they want to spend it. However, 
CCL fully expects that energy 
companies will pass along the 
fees and gradually increase the 
cost of fossil-based products, 
Kremer said. 

The CCL has several 
approaches to building aware-
ness, one of which is com-
munity outreach. The orga-
nization has set up tables or 
given presentations for other 
organizations in The Wood-
lands, such as the Grogan’s 
Mill Farmers Market, Lone 

Star College-Montgomery, 
and The Woodlands Green. 

The group also focuses on 
lobbying elected officials, 
specifically U.S. Rep. Kevin 
Brady, R-The Woodlands. 

“We have good relation-
ships with the local Brady 
office in Conroe, and we also 
lobby the office in D.C.,” 
Kremer said. 

In the Greater Houston 
area, members of various 
CCL groups come from all 
backgrounds and ages. Addi-
tionally, many members work 
or are retired from oil pro-
ducers and suppliers, member 
Carolyn Newman said. 

“The major oil companies, 
they understand the science 
… more and more, the com-
panies are viewing them-
selves as energy companies, 
not oil and gas companies,” 
she said. 

Citizens’ Climate Lobby
Local chapter working to affect changes to policy

COMMUNITY

Citizens’ Climate Lobby

www.citizensclimatelobby.org

By Marie Leonard

AFFECTING CLIMATE CHANGE  
A relatively new approach to climate change, the carbon fee and dividend strategy is a 
market-based approach that starts with a fee on fossil fuels. 

The carbon fee and dividend approach is intended to provide money back to U.S. 
households each year. The amount would rise incrementally every year.
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1 gallon  
of gasoline  

=
6.3 pounds

Each $1 ton  
in tax is  

$0.009 gallons  
for gasoline

Burning it yields 
about  

19.6 pounds  
of carbon dioxide

19.6 pounds of carbon dioxide is 
roughly 0.009 metric tons

MONTHLY DIVIDEND BY FAMILY
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Source:Citizen’s Climate Lobby/Community Impact Newspaper

2016 Montgomery County

heart walk
Saturday • November 12, 2016
Aon-The Woodlands • 9500 Lakeside Blvd
The Woodlands, Texas 77381
8 a.m. Opening Ceremonies
8:30 a.m. Walk Begins
9:30 a.m. Kid’s Heart Challenge

register today!
www.heart.org/hgcevents

#mocowalkfacebook.com/ahamontgomery

Steve Pate
CEO Strike, LLC

2016 Montgomery County
Heart Walk Co-Chair

Jeff Gordon
VP, Kiewit Energy Group

2016 Montgomery County
Heart Walk Co-Chair

Local platform sponsor Local signature sponsors Local presenting sponsor

CHI St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital
Global Shop Solutions

Houston Northwest Medical Center
LGI Homes

Memorial Hermann – The Woodlands
Shirley & Ralph Alexander

Webber
BB&T

Five Point Credit Union
Kroger

McKesson Pharmaceuticals
Randall Reed's Planet Lincoln

Woodlands Sports Medicine Center
The Woodlands Development Company

Houston Methodist – The Woodlands Hospital
VillaSport

Lone Star Family Health Center
Benchmark Management Company

Local sponsors

Ad_4.5085x5.5416_MOCO-HW.indd   1 10/7/2016   10:39:27 AM



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com70

From pumpkin patches and haunted houses to Halloween costume 
stores and ghost tours, The Woodlands and surrounding areas have a 
lot to offer this Halloween season.

COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP AND BETH MARSHALL
DESIGNED BY DIONNA SARAVIA

Harley Quinn

Batman

Pirate

Superhero

Star Wars

Haunted houses 
& ghost tours

2016

Guide

According to Google Freightgeist, a map that ranks Halloween 
costume popularity based on Google searches nationwide and by 
region, Houston’s most popular costumes for 2016 are as follows:

Halloween costume 
stores in  

The Woodlands area:
Halloween Express 

19075 I-45 S., Ste. 106, Shenandoah
281-724-0656

www.halloweenexpress.com 

Danny’s Trix and Kix 
3400 FM 2920, Spring

281-353-6618
www.dannystrixkix.com

Party City
19189 I-45 S., Shenandoah

281-363-9511
www.partycity.com

Spirit Halloween
25044 I-45 N., Spring

281-740-8453
www.spirithalloween.com

Most popular  
costumes trending  

in Houston

Phobia
Attractions at Phobia include Dawn of the Machine, 

Genetic Nightmare, Darke World, Savage Ground and 
Contagion. Admission to one house is $15, two houses is 
$30 and Exile, which is three linked attractions, is $30.

5250 S. Sam Houston Parkway, Houston
713-526-DEAD

www.darke.com

Scream World
Scream World includes five attractions, including The 

Swamp, Jake’s Slaughterhouse, Edge of Darkness, Asy-
lum Maze and Zombie Graveyard. A regular night pass is 

$27 and an All You Can Scream Pass is $29.
2225 N. Sam Houston Parkway, Houston

713-914-1313
www.screamworld.com

Spring Ghost Tour
This walking ghost tour starts in Whitehall House where 
participants go through “Ghost Hunting 101.” The tour 
includes learning to use ghost hunting equipment and 
touring the streets of Old Town Spring. The tour is $18 

per person. 
303 Main St., Spring

832-797-1888
www.springghosttour.com

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com70

Haunted Trails
Haunted Trails is a thrilling outdoor adventure that sends 
participants though Psycho Hollow, a wicked, psychedelic 
forest with clowns and freaks. General admission is $25 

per person.
11500 Antoine Drive, Houston

713-618-3323 
www.thehauntedtrails.com

The Haunting  
at Bear Branch

A tradition in The Woodlands, The Haunting at Bear 
Branch will take place in Bear Branch Park Oct. 15, 21, 
22, 28 and 29 from 8-10 p.m. This year’s theme is “Trail 

of Treachery: The Cursed Wood.” The event is recom-
mended for children age 9 and older. Admission is $8 per 

person.  
5200 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands 

281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

The Kingwood Asylum
The Kingwood Asylum includes four areas: Hallowed 
Grounds, The Estate, The Hospital and Infrastructure. 

Tickets are $30 per person.
1965 Northpark Drive, Kingwood

832-640-8367
www.kingwoodasylum.com
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Oil Ranch
Located in Hockley, the Oil Ranch features a pumpkin 
patch for the month of October along with hayrides 

and a tour of decorated scarecrows. Children get a free 
pumpkin with every admission. Admission is $15.95 per 

person. 
23501 Macedonia Road, Hockley

281-859-1616
www.oilranch.com

Pumpkin  
carving

Materials needed include a large carving pumpkin, pencil or 
marker, serrated knife, small knife, large serving spoon or 
scoop and a tea light. However, some major retail stores offer 
pumpkin carving kits complete with patterns and carving tools.

Source: Food Network/Community Impact Newspaper

Step 2:  
Once the pumpkin’s contents have 
been removed, trace or draw the 
desired pattern onto the face of the 
pumpkin. 

Step 3:  
Using a smaller carving knife for 
accuracy, cut out the pattern and 
make sure the areas that are cut 
out are the areas where the light  
is meant to shine through.

Step 4:  
Place a tea light in the carved 
pumpkin and replace the top. Set 
the carved pumpkin on the porch 
or somewhere inside. Dispose 
of the pumpkin properly when it 
begins to rot. 

Bonus step:  
Preheat the oven to 300 degrees. 
Rinse off the seeds in a colander 
and shake them dry. Bake the 
seeds for 30 minutes. Season with 
olive oil and a choice of spices, 
such as cinnamon, cayenne pepper 
or Parmesan cheese. Bake the 
seasoned seeds for 20 minutes.

Step 1:  
Cut a hole in the top of the pump-
kin that is large enough to get all 
the seeds and guts scooped out.  
Save the top for later. Seeds can 
also be saved for baking. 

P-6 Farms
P-6 Farms in Montgomery will host its inaugural U-Pick 
Pumpkin Patch through Oct. 30. The Pumpkin Princess 

will be in the field to greet guests and take pictures with 
visitors. Admission is $12.50 and does not include the cost 

of a pumpkin. Call ahead for availability. 
9963 Poole’s Road, Montgomery

936-597-6062
www.p-6farms.com

Old Time Christmas  
Tree Farm

The Old Time Christmas Tree Farm in Spring offers a pumpkin 
patch every Friday, Saturday and Sunday in October. Customers 

are encouraged to bring a wagon to carry pumpkins. A train 
ride and hayride are also available. Tickets are $5 per person.

7632 Spring Cypress Road, Spring
281-370-9141

www.oldtimechristmastree.com
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Pumpkin PatchesWorth the trip
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WE ALSO OFFER:
Dog Boarding and Daycare, Dog and 

Cat Grooming, Cat Boarding, and Parties

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

11105 Mahaff ey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com

10% OFF BOARDING 
OR GROOMING

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pmMonday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

11105 Mahaff ey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com

DOG GROOMINGDOG GROOMING

9768 Research Forest • The Woodlands, TX • 936.337.2000

Partnering with parents to 
inspire and prepare  

college-worthy character 
witnesses for Christ.

www.legacypca.org       Facebook.com/legacypca

PK—12th Grade
A Certified Accredited  

University-Model School©

INFORMATION MEETING 
October 25th 6:30 pm
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from other Houston metro editions

North Montgomery County cities budget 
for public safety, mobility projects

Lake Houston area sees tepid multifamily growth

CONROE Amid rising property 
values and rapid population growth, 
municipalities in north Mont-
gomery County opted to reduce 
or maintain property tax rates for 
fiscal year 2016-17 while approving 
their annual budgets in August.

The cities of Conroe and Willis 
reduced their property tax rates, 
while the city of Montgomery voted to 
maintain its rate.

City finance officials said they 
maintained conservative budgets in 
the face of an unstable energy sector 
and the fluctuations it has caused in 
sales tax revenue. Conroe has partic-
ularly been affected by losses in the 
sector because a significant amount 
of its sales tax revenue is generated by 
ancillary businesses to the oil and gas 
industries.

“Six out of the last 10 months have 
shown a decrease in sales tax reve-
nue from the same month last year,” 
Conroe  Chief Financial Officer Steve 
Williams said. 

Still, Conroe plans to undertake 
several major projects during the 
fiscal year—including an expansion 
of Longmire Road, a widening of MP 
Clark Road, construction of new fire 
department facilities and enhance-
ments to Carl Barton Jr. Park.

City of Conroe solutions
The Conroe City Council reduced 

its property tax rate for the first time 
in nine years Aug. 25 after it adopted a 
$161 million operating budget for  
FY 2016-17. 

The council voted to reduce its 
property tax rate to 41.75 cents per 

LAKE HOUSTON Rental 
rates in the Lake Houston area 
continue to level off as the 
Houston region deals with the 
ongoing oil and gas downturn. 

However, apartment devel-
opers are moving forward 
with the construction of new 
properties in the area as they 
anticipate future population 
growth and demand. At least 
six apartment complexes are 
under construction across the 
Lake Houston area. 

A report by Apartment 
Data Services LLC places 47 

apartments operating in the 
Lake Houston and Kingwood 
region through August with 
12,031 apartment units. The 
average monthly rent is $1,073, 
and overall occupancy is  
88.8 percent. 

The region’s occupancy 
only dipped below 90 percent 
because of new and recently 
opened complexes that have 
yet to fill up, which dilutes the 
figure, said Bruce McClenny, 
president and CEO of Apart-
ment Data Services. Average 
rent has remained low since 

mid-2015, with prices now 
starting to increase.

Prior to April 2015, rental 
prices in the Lake Houston 
area were climbing, which is a 
sign of a healthy multifamily 
industry, he said.

“The market has been flat 
since April 2015, so prices really 
haven’t changed here over that 
period of time,” McClenny said. 
“I would say the downturn in 
the local economy has slowed 
this particular market down.”

About 5,000 new apartment 
units are projected within 

TOP STORIES

$100 valuation after having main-
tained a 42 cent tax rate since 2008. 
Still, city officials expect an increase 
in property tax revenue as a result of 
population growth and the addition of 
recently annexed areas.

“We wanted to find ways to put 
more money back in the citizens’ 
pockets,” Mayor Toby Powell said. “I 
wanted to do something [regarding 
the property tax rate], but because the 
sales tax revenue is down right now, 
we can’t do everything we want.”

Major initiatives funded by the 
city’s general fund include $665,041 
dedicated to employee raises and 
$376,442 for personnel and apparatus 
purchases for Fire Station No. 7 at 
League Line and Longmire roads. 

The city maintains a separate bud-
get dedicated to its capital improve-
ment program, which it also approved  
Aug. 25. The council approved a  
$58 million CIP budget as well as a 
water and sewer CIP budget of $34 

million for the next fiscal year.
The capital improvement projects 

include a $12 million expansion of 
Longmire Road between FM 3083 
and League Line Road, a $7.9 million 
extension of M.P. Clark Road between 
FM 830  
and League Line Road, construction 
of the $4.3 million Fire Station No. 
7 on League Line Road, a $4 million 
fire department training facility and 
$2.3 million for enhancements to Carl 
Barton Jr. Park.

The Longmire Road expansion and 
construction of the new fire station 
are intended to address residential 
growth from incoming developments 
in the surrounding area—including a  
2,000-acre development by The 
Woodlands Development Company 
and a 1,300-acre development by 
Caldwell Companies near the inter-
section of I-45 and FM 1097,  
Powell said. 
Full story by Jesse Mendoza

In August, the cities of Conroe, Montgomery and Willis approved their annual budgets. Conroe and Willis lowered 
their property tax rates to 42.75 cents and 56.02 cents per $100 valuation, respectively, while Montgomery 
retained its rate of 41.55 cents per $100 valuation.
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Tax breakdown
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the boundaries of Humble 
ISD between 2015 and 2025, 
according to a study by demo-
graphics firm Population and 
Survey Analysts.  

Despite the downturn, at 
least six new apartment com-
plexes are under development 
in the area, including some 
near mixed-use commercial 
development Generation Park 
on Beltway 8 and two others 
around Hwy. 59 and North-
park Drive. Two additional 
apartment complexes are also 
planned in Humble mixed-
use development Townsen 
Landing near Hwy. 59 and 

Townsen Boulevard. 
Ravella at Kingwood, which 

is located near Northpark 
Drive and Loop 494, opened 
last year, and Kings Landing is 
under construction off Hwy. 
59 south of Northpark Drive. 

The Trails at Lake Houston 
is also under construction and 
is partially complete near the 
intersection of West Lake Hous-
ton Parkway and Beltway 8. The 
complex offered its first leases 
in June. The Trails will offer 
304 units when construction 
is complete, and its first two 
buildings now have residents. 
Full story by Carrie Taylor
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HARRIS COUNTY In the five months 
since an April 18 storm dumped 15 inches 
of rain on Cy-Fair, Harris County officials 
have continued to analyze the event to deter-
mine solutions to prevent future floods.

County officials have largely blamed the Tax Day 
flood on the extreme amount of rainfall in such a 
short period of time.

“When 15 inches of rain fall, some things are going 
to flood,” Harris County Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Steve Radack said at an August town hall forum on 
flood issues in Cypress. “There’s a good chance [a rain 
event like this] will never happen again.”

Around 60 percent of the 9,800 homes that 
flooded in Harris County were not in a 100-year 
flood plain, said Mike Talbott, the former executive 
director of the Harris County Flood Control Dis-
trict. Talbott officially retired from his position on 
Aug. 24 after 35 years with the district. 

However, local conservation groups have called 
for tougher development guidelines. Members of 
the Houston-based Residents Against Flooding 
acknowledged the severity of the Tax Day flood, but 
said there are still things the county can be doing.

“I understand that HCFCD is requiring retention 
ponds in several new developments near the Grand 
Parkway,” said Ed Browne, chairman of the Resi-
dents Against Flooding. “That’s a good approach, 
which should be expanded to other areas of the 
county and city. Ideally, the county would build 
reservoirs on the west side of Houston to store water, 
not just to capture stormwater, but also for drinking 

DINING

Full stories online at communityimpact.com

105 Cafe

County officials discuss 
funding challenges for 
flood control

CONROE Conroe’s 105 Cafe not only offers 
fresh homemade cooking with about 50 per-
cent organic menu items, but it also provides a 
friendly atmosphere customers can call home.

Owner Tom Mekaj opened the Conroe estab-
lishment in 2011. Originally from Albania, Mekaj 
moved to New York City 20 years ago at the age of 
15 and started working in a restaurant as a busboy. 

Mekaj said he wanted to own a restaurant of his 
own in Texas and eventually opened two Italian 
restaurants, both named Bella Luna, in Austin  
and Katy. 

But he said he and his wife, Elvane, found a 
permanent home in Conroe about seven years ago. 
In 2011, Mekaj seized the opportunity to open 105 
Cafe at the former location of Egg Cetera while 
working as a manager for another restaurant. 

3010 W. Davis St., Conroe
936-539-3447
www.105cafe.com
Hours: Sun.-Sat. 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

TOP STORIES

The 105 Cafe in Conroe has offered lunch options, like Reuben 
sandwiches ($8.99), since 2011.
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Today, the cafe offers a variety of healthy breakfast 
and lunch options.

“Conroe was growing fast with a lot of young 
people coming to town, so it seemed like there was 
a need for a healthy restaurant like this,” Mekaj 
said. “But biscuits and gravy and chicken-fried 
steak have their place in Texas so we wanted to 
find a happy medium for everyone.”

Mekaj said the first six months were not easy as 
he attempted to rebrand the restaurant away from 
its former identity. 

“Some things worked and some things didn’t, 
but we listened to the customers and asked them 
to be patient with us,” Mekaj said. “We have fresh 
food, made from scratch, and I try to keep every-
thing at a reasonable price. Those two things and 
our relationships with customers makes a  
difference.”
Full story by Rosemary Smith

Specific requirements are in place for 
developers looking to build in the Addicks and 
Cypress Creek reservoirs.

Source: Harris County Flood Control District/Community Impact Newspaper

DEVELOPMENT  
GU I DE L I N ES

1

Developers must dedicate a public drainage 
easement to the property to be used convey 
stormwater overflow. 

1

Retention is required for projects greater than 
1 acre in size. The amount of retention needed 
correlates with the size of the property.

2

Developers must ensure all soil deposits resulting 
from runoff are removed.

3

Developers must present an elevation certificate 
proving their structure is elevated high enough off 
the ground.

4

2

3

4

water.”
At an Aug. 10 Commissioners Court meeting, 

Harris County commissioners discussed HCFCD 
funding needs. Commissioners were split on 
whether they would support a property tax 
increase to fund the HCFCD, but all were open to 
finding ways to get the district more funding.

Talbott said HCFCD mitigation projects and 
buyout efforts over the past decade made flood-
ing less severe than it could have been. Roughly 
1,500 of the 2,830 homes bought out by HCFCD 
since Tropical Storm Allison in 2001 would have 
flooded from the Tax Day flood, he said. Buyouts 
take place when a homeowner within the flood 
plain sells a home to be demolished. 

The HCFCD receives about $160 million per 
year in the county budget. Roughly $60 million 
goes to new capital projects, which has included 
an overflow management study at Cypress Creek 
and several detention basins in Cypress.

The Cypress Creek study, budgeted at $3 million, 
examined possible ways to manage flooding along 
Cypress Creek in northwest Harris County. The study 
yielded two potential solutions—the Mound Creek 
Reservoir and the Katy-Hockley North Cypress 
Reservoir—both of which were accepted by the Texas 
Water Development Board in September 2015. 

Both proposed concepts employ a combination of 
storage and conveyance components. Due to fund-
ing challenges, financing the project would likely 
have to involve partnerships with public, private 
and nonprofit entities according to the project’s 
final study report.

To fund all the recommended flood mitigation 
projects throughout the county, Talbott said the 
HCFCD would need about $200 million per year, 
well above the $60 million currently available.

Radack said he would support a property tax rate 

increase with the goal of providing more funding 
to the HCFCD. He specified the district would need 
to devise a plan for how it would spend the money 
before he would officially support the tax increase.

At the Aug. 10 meeting, Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Jack Cagle said while he was opposed to a property 
tax increase, he supported redirecting money.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj
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TIMELINE: under consideration

PROJECT: convert the intersection into a single-point urban interchange including frontage road 
U-turn lanes 

THE ROBINSON ROAD/WOODLANDS PARKWAY 
AND I-45 DIAMOND

$3 million TxDOT

5

                                Woodlands Pkwy. direct connector

Robinson Rd.

conduct a Major Investment Study on the 
corridor to further investigate possible 
solutions. 

“Our ultimate goals and plans for I-45 
aren’t any different from any other free-
ways in our system,” TxDOT spokesper-
son Deidrea George said. “[We want to] 
continue to look for ways to mitigate con-
gestion, enhance connectivity and mobil-
ity to address the current and future 
needs of the traveling public, and to safely 
and efficiently continue to deliver proj-
ects to our district.” 

Mobility issues 
Three of I-45’s biggest problems are 

excessive congestion, severe crash experi-
ence and a lack of liability, meaning driv-
ers must allow extra time for unforesee-
able road conditions, Clark said. 

The PEL study will look at the neces-
sity of adding capacity and operational 
improvements to meet future needs 
along the corridor between Beltway 8 and 
South Loop 336, according to TxDOT. 

“[The biggest mobility problem in The 

        Research Forest Dr.

Grogans Mill Rd.                                                      
                   Rayford Rd.

242

Woodlands Pkwy.                                                    
                      

                        
                                Robinson Rd.             

1488
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Richards Rd.

Hanna Rd.

Transportation
Continued from | 1

To give your input on the I-45 corridor,  
email H-GAC at  

publiccomments @h-gac.com 

To view the South Montgomery County Mobility 
Study in its entirety, visit  

www.h-gac.com

Map not to scale
TIMELINE: expected to be complete by June 2017

PROJECT: extend David Memorial Drive from Shenandoah Park Drive to Hwy. 242

THE DAVID MEMORIAL DRIVE EXTENSION
$2.3 million Shenandoah Municipal Development District

4

TIMELINE: expected to be complete by  
December

PROJECT: constructing an acceleration lane 
at the intersection of Rayford Road and I-45 to 
allow motorists traveling west on Rayford Road 
to turn onto the I-45 northbound feeder road 
without stopping

RAYFORD ROAD 
IMPROVEMENTS

$500,000 Montgomery 
County Precinct 3

3

TIMELINE: no set timeline

PROJECT: add a fourth westbound lane on 
Woodlands Parkway from Woodloch Forest Drive 
to Grogans Mill Road

WOODLANDS  
PARKWAY

$14.5 million Montgomery 
County Precinct 3

2

TIMELINE: in study phase, no set timeline

PROJECT: widen Lake Woodlands Drive from 
four to six lanes from I-45 to Lake Front Circle

LAKE WOODLANDS 
DRIVE

$2.6 million Montgomery 
County Precinct 3

1

Sources: South Montgomery County Mobility Study, TxDOT, H-GAC, Attorney Brian White, Montgomery County Precinct 3

Severely overcapacity

Overcapacity

At capacity

Under capacity

POSSIBLE 
PROJECTS

There are several transportation 
projects under consideration and 
underway in The Woodlands area that 
could provide interim relief to drivers 
even as TxDOT conducts a mobility 
study looking for long-term solutions.  

6

4

5

1

2

3
Woodlands right now] is that continu-
ous rise in traffic volume and congestion 
during peak travel times and the increase 
in what ‘peak travel times’ actually means 
now,” George said. “Years ago, we were 
limited to ‘rush hour’ being a few hours in 
the morning and a few hours in the eve-
ning—that is certainly not the case now.” 

Contributing factors to the con-
gestion on I-45, as identified by the 
H-GAC mobility study, include inade-
quate north-south route alternatives to 
I-45, limited access to I-45 from the east 
side and insufficient roadway capacity 
for several roads west of the interstate. 
Other factors include a shortage of I-45 
overpasses to provide adequate local 
circulation and the absence of ade-
quate grade separations over the Union 
Pacific Railroad tracks east of I-45. 

One of the biggest limitations TxDOT 
will face when considering improvement 
projects will be acquiring right of way, 
Clark said. 

“Since we are so developed already 
along our major freeway corridors, pur-
chasing a large amount of additional right 
of way is not only extremely expensive, 
but it’s extremely disruptive,” Clark said. 
“TxDOT will naturally be very cautious 
about alternatives that would require 
major additional right of way acquisitions.” 

Street solutions 
Since the mobility study was released 

last September, a few projects are 
already underway or planned in The 
Woodlands area. 

One H-GAC recommendation was 
to convert the intersection of I-45 and 
Woodlands Parkway/Robinson Road 
into a diamond interchange, which would 
assist with the transformation of south 
Montgomery County from a rural area to 
an urban area. The diamond interchange 
would also preserve access to the south-
east quadrant of the interchange where 
a new development is planned, allow 
for U-turns on the frontage roads, allow 
access to the east and mitigate weaving 
issues on the I-45 frontage roads, accord-
ing to the study. 

Although the project is in the study 
phase, Megan Siercks, a representative of 
Brown & Gay Engineers, gave an update 
at an Oak Ridge North City Council 
meeting Sept. 26. Siercks referred to 
the intersection as “one of the worst in  
the area.”

In addition to supporting the diamond 
interchange, Siercks recommended addi-
tional lanes that would take full advan-
tage of the width of the bridge, creating 
the capacity needed to accommodate the 
area’s growth. 

45

INTERSTATE

45

Woodlands Pkwy.
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“We have modeled this and we are 
showing a significant improvement in 
level of service, which is how we gauge 
how well a roadway or intersection is 
functioning with the diamond design,” 
Siercks said. “Now, this is not a 20-year 
solution; this is a 10-year solution that 
would get us through the interim point 
where TxDOT could complete their cor-
ridor study and figure out what they want 
to do for a final improvement with this 
intersection.” 

Another possible source of I-45 relief 
is the David Memorial Drive exten-
sion project, which is underway by the 
Shenandoah Municipal Development 
District. The project will extend the 
road where it dead ends at Shenandoah 
Park to Hwy. 242, providing an ade-
quate north-south alternate to I-45.  

“One of the problems that was identi-
fied in the South Montgomery County 
Mobility Study was that I-45 was being 
used for local travel because we don’t 
have ample north-south connectors in 
the area,” Shenandoah City Administra-
tor Greg Smith said. “This extension will 
be a new north-south connector that will 
provide relief for residents traveling north 
from the east side of I-45 in Shenandoah 
and in Oak Ridge North.” 

Harris County Toll Road Authority has 
also made plans to create a direct con-
nection on the Hardy Toll Road to down-
town Houston, which could take some of 
the burden off of I-45. 

TIMELINE: expected to open in late October

PROJECT: add two 17.6-mile lanes, one 
northbound and one southbound, along I-45 
from South Loop 336 in Conroe to FM 1960 in 
north Harris County

I-45 HOV LANES
$2.6 million TxDOT

CONROE

THE WOODLANDS

6 “Although it’s not I-45, it means that 
more people will find the Hardy to be an 
attractive alternative to I-45,” Clark said. 
“I think that providing that alternate 
corridor and giving it the ability to carry 
more people will be a benefit to I-45.” 

Short-term solutions
H-GAC’s Transportation Policy Coun-

cil has also developed a program to 
more efficiently tow stalled vehicles off 
freeways at no charge to the motorists 
through Houston TranStar that should 
be implemented in 2017. If successful, the 
program should mitigate traffic delays 
due to crashes, Clark said. Crashes make 
up 40 percent of all delays, according to 
the Texas Transportation Institute. 

TxDOT is also in the process of open-
ing north- and southbound high occu-
pancy vehicle lanes on I-45 stretching 
17.6 miles between South Loop 336 and 
FM 1960.

“[The HOV lanes] seem like a small 
project, but it’s actually going to be very 
significant to commuters who are now 
going to be able to have a better, faster, 
more reliable trip,” Clark said.

The opening of the southbound HOV 
lane, which was initially expected to hap-
pen in September, has been backdated to 
late October due to inclement weather 
delaying the lane striping. There was no 
projected opening date for the north-
bound lane as of press time Oct. 7. 

“There needs to be better integrated 
planning with the county, H-GAC and 
TxDOT,” said Bruce Cunningham, vice 
president of the Grogan’s Mill Village 
Association. “Not only has The Wood-
lands grown, but it has been a spur 
to rapid growth throughout the area 
since it has become a focal point [for]
most aspects of life. I-45 has made this 
growth possible; as is often the case, 
when you build a good road it attracts 
more traffic.” 

During these long- and short-term 
improvement project plans, transporta-
tion entities will need to consider what 
technology, such as vehicle automation, 
might look like in the next decade, Clark 
said. He also urged the “unpaid experts” 
who drive I-45 on a daily basis to become 
active participants in the future of the 
corridor. 

“There’s never a bad time to let us know 
about your ideas, issues and problems, 
and I’m sure TxDOT will be making a 
real effort to solicit that input when they 
get started on their work in south Mont-
gomery County,” Clark said. 
Additional reporting by Abigail Loop

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com
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The MEADOWS 
at IMPERIAL OAKS

Homes from the $200s - $600s
TheMeadowsAtImperialOaks.com

*Pricing subject to change without notice.

Tucked into the beautiful master-planned community of 

Imperial Oaks are 400 acres of naturally wooded splendor – The 

Meadows at Imperial Oaks. Greenbelts and waterways define 

this community of 1,200 quality homes from highly regarded 

builders. A recreation center overlooking a 17-acre lake features a 

clubhouse, pool, splash pad, pavilion and playground – the perfect 

gathering spot for residents. Additionally, a convenient location 

just a few miles east of I-45 and five miles from ExxonMobil 

completes this distinctive community.

Space to Roam, 
Grow, and Prosper.

5 MODELS OPEn daily!
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any direction [in Montgomery County] and there can 
be a drastic change in income,” said Chad Patterson, 
executive director for the Crisis Assistance Center. 
“There really are those who have everything and those 
who don’t have much.”

Because The Woodlands was developed through a 
federal Housing and Urban Development grant pro-
gram, there are pockets of low-income housing in the 
community that may go unnoticed by many residents, 
said Missy Herndon, Interfaith of The Woodlands 
president and CEO.

“It’s an interesting dynamic in The Woodlands 
because it’s considered such an affluent community, 
but there’s a lot [of needs] behind the trees and the 
beautiful manicured areas,” she said. “There are hard-
working people who work all day that can’t make ends 
meet, and the services we provide allow them to stay 
in their homes and make that burden easier.” 

Downturn, flood effects 
Patterson said the Crisis Assistance Center, which 

targets Montgomery County residents, serves two 
different sets of clients: the working poor and the 
chronic poor. 

“[The chronic poor] are some families who for gen-
erations have been dependent on assistance,” he said. 
“Some people judge [them] as being lazy or taking 
advantage of the system, but I would say the [reality] 
is more that people are really struggling. That’s why 
we focus on raising job capabilities.”

In addition to the chronically poor clients, Patter-
son said the Crisis Assistance Center saw a boost in 
calls for service this year due to unplanned events 
like this spring’s historic floods. A majority of the cli-
ents the organization serves—about 8,000 individuals 
countywide annually—do not have room for margin 
in their lives, he said.

“Any time there’s a hiccup like the floods, it affects 
people who were already struggling,” Patterson said. 
“It deepened their hole—crisis doesn’t discriminate.”

Between January and August, Interfaith of The 
Woodlands, a social service organization geared 
toward helping people in need, received more than 
17,200 service contacts. The organization typically 
receives 20,000 per calendar year; the spike can be 
attributed to the floods and the oil and gas downturn, 
Herndon said.

“We were seeing roughly 200 more people per 
month in those first three months [of this year], and 
then when we hit April and May—those numbers sky-
rocketed,” she said. 

Ashleigh McHenry, Montgomery County Food 
Bank spokesperson, said the food bank tends to serve 
elderly residents in areas of affluence like The Wood-
lands and in communities surrounding Lake Conroe, 
as well as residents who have lost high-paying jobs 
because of the downturn in the energy sector.

“Poverty and food insecurity don’t always go hand 
in hand,” McHenry said. “With the economic down-
turn that we have seen, we are seeing a lot more peo-
ple who have lost their six-figure jobs come in that 
don’t have anywhere else to turn.”

Herndon said Interfaith of The Woodlands is able 
to serve the community because of the giving spirit of 

residents over the years. 
“It’s because of the generous spirit of this com-

munity that allows us to do what we do,” she said. 
“It could be any one of us that could have an [unex-
pected] need.”

Barriers for seniors
Aside from those in a crisis, seniors are another 

large sector of the population in need of services. Two 
of the most pressing needs for seniors in The Wood-
lands area are access to transportation and a reliable 
source of nutrition.

“We are a rural county that’s turned urban, so to 
speak, so public transportation is behind,” said Alli-
son Hulett, executive director for Meals on Wheels 
Montgomery County. “I do see an effort by the county 
and township to catch up, but you really need a vehi-
cle in The Woodlands to get where you want to go.”

Senior citizens in The Woodlands make up approx-
imately 16 percent of the 550 clients served by Meals 
on Wheels Montgomery County, which delivers 
meals to the disabled elderly. Eighty-four percent of 
The Woodlands’ clients are at or below 150 percent of 
the federal poverty level, and 50 residents are on the 
waitlist, Hulett said.

“Our clients are very low-income,” she said. “They’re 
living off Social Security, and most of them do strug-
gle to get through the month. Most of them are at 
poverty level, inherently because they are elderly and 
not working.”

In Montgomery County, 75,000 residents, or about 
15.2 percent, are considered food insecure, McHenry 
said. Because of the large pockets of affluence in the 

county, McHenry said some residents tend to think 
food insecurity is not a prevalent issue. Hulett agreed 
and said the notion that no residents in The Wood-
lands area need assistance is a misinformed one. 

“There is a couple on service in Oak Ridge North—
he is legally blind and she broke a hip so she’s wheel-
chair-bound,” Hulett said. “They cannot shop, cook, 
or feed themselves on their own so they receive Meals 
on Wheels service. Their daughter has told us that as 
far as poverty goes, at the end of the month, it’s med-
icine or meals.” 

Interfaith of The Woodlands also helps 175 seniors 
per month with a grocery delivery service. The pro-
gram provides them with nonperishable items to last 
through the month, Programs and Services Director 
Lucy Gomez said.

“For seniors, transportation is huge,” she said. “If 
they don’t have transportation, getting groceries is 
tough.” 

The organization also partners with The Wood-
lands Township to offer a transportation service for 
seniors; 75 percent of such ride requests are to medi-
cal appointments, Gomez said. 

“All of our senior programs are around wellness or 
care,” she said. “We have five days of activities at the 
community center in partnership with the county and 
Meals on Wheels. It’s about an overall perspective of 
caring for seniors and those who care for them.”
Additional reporting by Jesse Mendoza

Every  
$1 DONATED  

to the food bank can buy  

3.5 
MEALS

Sources: Montgomery County Food Bank, Meals on Wheels Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

HUNGER IN

COUNTY    

There are a number of organizations in The Woodlands and Montgom-
ery County dedicated to helping residents—thousands countywide—
who may not know where their next meal will come from. 
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52
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of residents countywide 
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FOOD INSECURE

MEALS ON WHEELS  
Montgomery County serves  

86 clients  
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Interfaith of The Woodlands
The local nonprofit is a social service orga-
nization geared toward helping residents in 
need who are in poverty or facing a crisis.  
281-367-1230.  
www.woodlandsinterfaith.org 

Montgomery County Food Bank
The food bank is a private nonprofit that 
serves 35,000 individuals per month in Mont-
gomery County.  
936-539-6686.  
www.mcfoodbank.org

Crisis Assistance Center 
The nonprofit offers rent assistance and food 
and clothing for county residents in a crisis.  
936-539-9211.  
www.cac-mctx.org  

Meals on Wheels Montgomery County 
The organization serves home-delivered 
meals to the disabled elderly throughout the 
county.  
936-756-5828.  
www.mowmc.org

  HOW TO  

lend a helping hand
There are several organizations in The Woodlands area in need of donations or volunteers to help those in need. 

RESIDENTS IN  

poverty
Although communities in south Montgomery County have 
a relatively low number of residents at or below the federal 
poverty threshold, local nonprofits said requests for crisis 
assistance services have skyrocketed this year due to the 
oil and gas downturn and this spring’s historic floods. 

THE  
WOODLANDS
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NORTH
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MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY
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®

®heritagetexas.com

VINTAGE PARK n 281.440.1221

THE WOODLANDS n 936.447.9625

OUR MOST IMPORTANT CLIENT IS YOU.

Whether buying or selling, we treat every client like our only client.

Wherever life takes you, ask us for the world.

CHAMPIONS NORTHWEST
14118 BONNEY BRIER  |  $1,275,000

STERLING RIDGE
11 HERON HOLLOW CT.  |  $319,900

BENDERS LANDING
4014 AMBERLEE CT.  |  $799,000

CHAMPIONS SOUTH
6035 CORAL RIDGE  |  $650,000

CREEKSIDE PARK
179 LINDENBERRY CIRCLE |  $424,900

TOMBALL
9931 KLEPPEL  |  $899,900

FALLS AT IMPERIAL OAKS
3543 MANOR LAKE LANE  |  $359,000

THE WOODLANDS
6 S. APRIL MIST CIRCLE  |  $279,000
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87 COMMERCIAL DATA
Office space, third quarter 2016

Real Estate Report
Local real estate news, trends, listings and data

The monthly real estate section features 
news on local trends along with data and 
listings for residential, multifamily and 
commercial properties. 

THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park
Convenient to the New Village Center
281-516-0899

Coronet Ridge - Limited Home Sites Remain!
From the low $700s
The Estates at Blairs Way
Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands!
From the upper $800s

NORTH HOUSTON
Woodson’s Reserve
Located on the Grand Parkway! Conroe ISD:
New On-Site High School Under Construction!

Executive Collection
Premier Access to the Grand Parkway!
From the mid-$400s • 281-907-6188
Estate Collection
Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

NorthGrove at Spring Creek
Amenity Center Coming Soon! Magnolia ISD
281-252-0022

Executive Collection
New Home Designs Available!
From the mid-$400s
Estate Collection - Gated Home Sites Available!
From the low $500s

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confi rm applicable features. This is not an o� ering where prohibited by law.

Unparalleled Luxury.   
Unbelievable Locations.

Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for info today!

Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!
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Our Agents are uniquely 
certified and trained to 
assist in relocating you or 
your loved ones.

If you are thinking about selling,

       now is the right time! Call us today!

We can help you sell your home...

10 Years experience will 
provide you with the 
best resources and tools 
you need in searching 
real estate.

$20 CASH Minimum
Tax Deductible Donation

100% Donations Bene� t

American Cancer Society

4225 Research Forest Dr. Ste 101
The Woodlands, Texas 77381

Hosted By:

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2016                 10AM - 2PM

C MMUNITY SHRED DAY
On Site paper shredding event

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC  

We have a vision of your real estate needs 

Let us provide you with results 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

Our Agents are uniquely 
certified and trained to 
assist in relocating you or 
your loved ones.

If you are thinking about selling,

       now is the right time! Call us today!

We can help you sell your home...
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What are some remodeling ideas that 
could turn a garage into another space?

The use of a garage converted into a liv-
able workable space can be endless. If you 
can imagine it, it can be a reality. Here are 
just a few of the many uses a converted 
garage can be used for: additional room 
for aging parents, guest room, game room, 
den, craft room, apartment to lease, dance 
studio, beauty salon, fitness center.

What needs to be considered when plan-
ning a garage addition?

The first consideration is if you’re a 
neighborhood with a homeowners asso-
ciation, will they allow such a room to be 
converted? If you’re not in a HOA then 
you need not worry about this, but you 
do need to consider building codes. No 
matter the age of your home, you will have 
to meet today’s building codes when you 

do a conversion. Garage floors are also at 
a lower level than the rest of the home and 
are not level, so work may be needed to 
bring floor level up to same level as rest of 
your home. Insulation will also need to be 
added as the walls and ceiling are generally 
not insulated.

What is the best way to highlight a con-
verted garage when selling a home?

Post quality pictures and video of 
your converted space. Be detailed in 
your descriptions of the benefits of this 
additional space. This can get potential 
buyers to realize the benefits of this space. 
Answer questions before they are asked: 
How do you handle storage and parking 
now that your garage has been converted? 
It is very important to highlight these 
benefits as a home with a converted garage 
is generally tougher to sell.

Ask a Realtor

Ron Claypool
Claypool Acquisitions

REAL ESTATE

Local Realtors answer questions about trends and offer tips to 
homebuyers and sellers considering buying or selling a home in 
or around The Woodlands.

By Abigail Loop

CONVE RTI NG A GARAGE
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Pros: Cons:

1. Because a garage already has a 
foundation, walls and a roof, costs 
would be about half of what would 
be spent for an all-new addition.

2. A garage can be made into 
anything: from a brewery or an art 
studio to a workout center  
or a greenhouse.

3. Adding a partition wall between 
the house and the garage can 
create an open floor plan and 
enlarge a home.

4. A quality conversion may take 
four to six weeks and might include 
raising the floor height to allow for 
insulation over the concrete slab to 
provide heating and cooling for the 
space.

5. Parking outside increases the 
risk of vehicle break-ins.

6. Storage space is lost for 
landscape tools, lawn mowers and 
snow blowers.

1 

5  

4

3

2 6  

UP to 10 weeks FREE

Models NOW OPEN
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Townhomes

With Private 1 & 2 Car Garages

281-245-0388 
25145 Panther Bend Court, 
The Woodlands, TX 77380

thetownhomesatwoodmillcreek.com
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Creekside Forest Dr.

Square footage: 3,500-5,528
Home values: $700,000+
Amenities: Golf course, hiking and 
biking trails, picnic areas
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Timber Creek 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

9   The Meadows at Imperial Oaks
www.themeadowsatimperialoaks.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, Coventry 
Homes, J. Patrick Homes, Plantation 
Homes
Square footage: 1,986-4,612
Home values: $200,000-$600,000
Amenities: resort-style swimming 
pool, picnic tables, recreation center, 
Tamarac Park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods 
Elementary School, Tom Cox 
Intermediate School, York Junior High 
School, Oak Ridge High School)

10    Bender’s Landing Estates
281-364-7440
www.benderslandingestates.com

Builders: Gallery Custom Homes, 
Lewis Custom Homes, Partners in 
Building
Square footage: 2,967-6,338
Home values:  $500,000-$1.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails, 
playground
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge North High School)

11    Jacob’s Reserve
936-273-8833 
www.drhorton.com

Builders: D.R. Horton, Perry Homes
Square footage: 1,814-4,766
Home values: $255,000-$975,000
Amenities: W.G. Jones State Forest, 
playground, parks
Schools: Conroe ISD (Ride Elementary 
School, Collins Elementary School, 
Knox Junior High School, College Park 
High School)

12    Lily
832-823-4044
www.gracepointhomes.com

Builders: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,400-3,800
Home values: $590,000+
Amenities: parks, shopping centers
Schools: Conroe ISD (Oak Ridge 
Elementary School, Collins Intermediate 
School, McCullough Junior High 
School, The Woodlands High School)

13    Stillwater
281-681-0400 
www.stillwatertx.com

Builders: Darling Homes, Gracepoint 

Map not to scale
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Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School) 

6    Wooded Overlook
281-516-0899
www.darlinghomes.com

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,000-4,500
Home values: $580,000-$830,000
Amenities: parks, pools, George 
Mitchell Nature Preserve, shopping 
center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

7   Lakes at Creekside
281-376-1500
www.lakesatcreekside.com

Builders: M/I Homes, Trendmaker 
Homes, Village Builders 
Square footage: 2,752-4,927
Home values: $370,000-$540,000+
Amenities: hike and bath paths, 
splash pad, lakes, shopping center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Creekside Park 
Junior High School, Tomball High 
School)

8    Coronet Ridge
281-516-0899
www.tollbrothers.com

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers

1   Falls at Imperial Oaks
832-813-7170
www.fallsatimperialoaks.com

Builders: David Weekley Homes, 
Lennar, Partners in Building, Ryland 
Homes, Village Builders
Square footage: 1,800-4,500
Home values: $180,000-$700,000
Amenities: hiking trails, swimming 
pools, parks, nature trails, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School)

2    Harmony
936-447-2805
www.harmony-houston.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, CastleRock 
Communities, Darling Homes, Highland 
Homes, Perry Homes, Taylor Morrison, 
Village Builders, Westin Homes
Square footage: 1,900-4,150
Home values: $250,000-$600,000+
Amenities: Spring Creek Greenway, 
parks and playgrounds, hiking trails, 
Barefoot Park, The Thicket Recreation 
Center 
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School and 
Oak Ridge North High School)

3    Lakeside Cove
832-764-0006
www.gracepointhomes.com

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,500-4,200
Home values: $670,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, walking trails, golf 
course
Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey 
Elementary School, Knox Junior High 
School, Wilkerson Intermediate School, 
The Woodlands College Park High 
School)

4    Preserve at Northampton
281-251-4666
www.calatlantichomes.com

Builder: Ryland Homes
Square footage: 1,740-4,228
Home values: $200,000-$400,000
Amenities: swimming pool, 
playgrounds, walking trails, shopping 
centers
Schools: Klein ISD (Northampton 
Elementary School, Krimmel 
Intermediate School, Klein Oak High 
School)

5    Woodson’s Reserve
281-353-2979
www.woodsonsreserve.com

Builders: Meritage Homes, Perry 
Homes, Taylor Morrison, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 2,500-6,000
Home values: $300,000-$700,000
Amenities: playgrounds, trail systems, 
community pond, dog park, shopping 
center
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway 

REAL ESTATE UPDATES
New residential communities

South Montgomery County is home to several new residential real estate developments. These communities are new neighborhoods 
under construction with homes either for sale or soon to be available for purchase. 
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pad, open play area, dog park, 
shopping center
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School)

16    The Estates at Blair’s Way
281-516- 0899
www.tollbrothers.com

Builders: Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,900-5,700
Home values: $860,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, George Mitchell 
Nature Preserve, lakes, YMCA, 
shopping centers, schools
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekside 
Elementary School, Tomball 
Intermediate School, Tomball Junior 
High School, Tomball High School)

17   Jaden Oaks
281-651-1888
www.darlinghomes.com

Builders: Darling Homes
Square footage: 3,160-4,390
Home values: $580,000+
Amenities: aquatic center, parks, 
basketball and tennis courts, shopping 
center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

Homes 
Square footage: 2,221-5,350 
Home values: $370,000-$1 million
Amenities: walking trails, shopping 
and dining options 
Schools: Conroe ISD (Bush Elementary 
School, Mitchell Intermediate School, 
Irons Junior High School, The 
Woodlands High School)

14    Harper’s Preserve
281-681-0400 
www.harperspreserve.com 

Builders: Ashton Woods, Chesmar 
Homes, Drees Custom Homes, 
Highland Homes, Gehan Homes,  
J. Patrick Homes, Plantation Homes
Square footage: 2,221-5,350
Home values: $260,000-$800,000 
Amenities: swimming pool, 
playgrounds, lake and park areas, 
shopping center
Schools: Conroe ISD (Oak Ridge 
Elementary School, Vogel Intermediate 
School, Irons Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge North High School)

15    Wright’s Landing
832-482-8801
www.gracepointhomes.com/spring-
texas-wrights-landing

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 2,055-2,933
Home values: $240,000-$314,426
Amenities: Old Town Spring, splash 

Compiled by Abigail Loop 

Lake Windcrest
Lake Windcrest is an acreage estate 
community situated along FM 1488 in 
southwest Montgomery County. There are 
more than 700 homes in the community 
with wooded lots sized from 1 to 5 
acres. A wide variety of builders have 
participated in the construction of Lake 
Windcrest, resulting in an individualized 
style for each home. The community is 
in proximity to Lake Windcrest Golf Club 
and is 20 minutes from Town Center in 
The Woodlands.

Home designs include traditional, 
contemporary and ranch styles that 
include three- and four-car garages, one- 
and two-story homes, real stone finishes 
and chef kitchens with islands. 

Builders: custom homebuilders
Starting price range: $335,000-$1.7 
million
Square footage: 2,434-10,160
Schools: Magnolia ISD (Bear Branch 
Elementary School, Bear Branch Junior 
HIgh School, Magnolia High School)
Anticipated completion: TBA

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

Lake Windcrest
281-419-6209
www.lakewindcrest.magnoliatexas.info

1488

2978
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Upgrade your lifestyle 

with Terrata Homes at Magnolia Reserve.

At Terrata Homes, we believe living is in the details, so we build 
more into your home. Our stunning details, breathtaking views 
and spacious floor plans at Magnolia Reserve combine to create 
practical and functional homes that fit your lifestyle. 

The Albany  |  From the $350s
1 Story  •  2,603 sq. ft.
4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

The Kingston  |  From the $410s
1 Story  •  3,355 sq. ft.
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

The Rochester  |  From the $470s
2 Story  •  3,908 sq. ft.
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

The Canton  |  From the $390s
2 Story  •  3,009 sq. ft. 
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

The Lancaster  | From the $430s
2 Story  •  3,616 sq. ft.
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

The Scranton  |  From the $460s
1 Story  •  4,096 sq. ft.
4 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths, 2 Half Baths

*Homes pictured may not be available at the lowest advertised price.  
Additional financing options are available. Qualifications do apply. Terrata Homes is part 
of the LGI Homes family of brands. For more information, call today.

TerrataHomes.com/MagnoliaReserve

Magnolia Reserve

Now Selling - Call Today!
888-864-1370 ext 961

Half Acre Lot!

Half Acre Lot!

Half Acre Lot!

Half Acre Lot!

Half Acre Lot!

Half Acre Lot!
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Market data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

1488

45

REAL ESTATE

The Village of Cochran’s Crossing is 
home to more than 16,000 residents and 
has several schools and large parks as 
well as The Woodlands Country Club 
Palmer Course. Established in 1983, 
the village is 10 minutes from I-45 and 
near both Research Forest and Lake 
Woodlands drives.

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

Cochran’s Crossing, 77381

52 Wisteria Walk Circle  $315,000

4 Bedroom/2.5 Bath  2,586 sq. ft.
Agent: Monica LaFuente  281-682-3300 
RE/MAX Integrity

6 Journeys End  $459,000

5 Bedrooms/3.5 Bath  3,701 sq. ft.
Agent: Maricela Leottau  832-559-1112 
Texas Sage Propertis

54 Mystic Lake Circle  $500,000

4 Bedroom/3.5 Bath  3,602 sq. ft.
Agent: Michael Seder  281-602-8820 
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

43 W. Eden Elm Circle  $739,000

4 Bedrooms/3 Bath  4,261 sq. ft.
Agent: Vanessa Esparza    713-689-9900 
Keller Williams Realty Conroe/Lake Conroe

Recent listings

Square footage: 1,000-10,022

Home values: $142,500-$2.5 million

Amenities: parks, golf course, walking trails

Schools: Conroe ISD (Galatas Elementary 
School, Collins Intermediate School, 
McCullough Junior High School, The 
Woodlands High School)

Property taxes (in dollars):
The Woodlands Township  0.2300 
Montgomery County 0.4667 
Montgomery County Hospital District 0.0665 
Lone Star College System  0.1100 
Montgomery County MUD 7  0.1600 
Montgomery County MUD 67  0.2800 
Montgomery County MUD 47  0.2500 
Montgomery County MUD 60  0.2000 
Conroe ISD  1.2800

Total (per $100 value) 3.0432

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

*As of 9/27/16

62

Homes on 
the market*

$9,735

Median annual 
property taxes

$479,000

Median 
home value

23

Average days on 
the market*

47

Homes under 
contract*

$141.04

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market  (September 2016)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 10/36 1/18 - 1/111 4/60 11/38  8/27 

$150,000–$199,999 15/43 9/41 - 1/26 20/39 40/49 18/88

$200,000–$299,999 20/56 69/45 40/57 42/79 63/58 143/59 68/72

$300,000–$399,999 10/66 39/46 45/48 46/64 44/137 92/78 67/91

$400,000–$499,999 8/44 30/74 32/70 27/102 7/187 50/105 47/102

$500,000–$599,999 4/49 22/89 30/110 27/192 9/190 18/138 31/117

$600,000–$799,999 20/95 18/77 40/89 22/101 6/83   26/116 35/133

$800,000–$999,999 16/69 10/53 18/102 9/82 -  18/105 27/98

$1 million + 38/203 15/70 56/147 3/133  1/168 9/83 58/156

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold   Sept.  2015 vs.  Sept.  2016

-4.1%

+1.4%

-6%
+5%

-17.1%
+4.6%

-0.9%

LAKE WOODLANDS
2608 Brightwork Way | $1,725,000

BENDERS LANDING ESTATES
27214 Terra Run Ct. | $1,095,000

HALEY GARCIA | Broker Associate | 281.701.6174 | haley@haleygarcia.com 
heritagetexas.com

LAKE WOODLANDS
35 Southern Coast | $850,000

®



The Woodlands Edition • October 2016 85

*As of 9/27/16

LOCAL AMENITIES NEARBY DEVELOPMENT FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

Cochran’s Crossing 
Shopping Center

Holly Creek

The Cochran’s Crossing Shopping Center 
features some of the following businesses at 
4747 Research Forest Drive:

• Amerejuve MedSpa
• Bike Resource
• DEFINE body & mind
• Gigi’s Cupcakes
• Luxury Tanning
• MUMtastic
• Subway
• The UPS Store

Number of units: 332
Square footage: 632-1,068
Unit features*: 
• Breakfast bar
• Cable ready
• Carpeted floors
• Private balconies and patios
• Washer and dryer connections
• Dishwasher
• Spacious walk-in closets

Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., closed Sundays

Listed one-bedroom starting price range: 
632 sq. ft.: $799**
Listed two-bedroom starting price range: 
781 sq. ft.: $929
924 sq. ft.: $1,029
Listed three-bedroom starting price range:
1,068 sq. ft.: $1,139

*All features vary by unit 
**Call for most up-to-date prices 333 Holly Creek Court, The Woodlands

281-367-7718
www.apartmentsathollycreek.com

Capstone Park is off Research Forest Drive 
in The Woodlands and features basketball 
courts, barbecue pits, a fishing pond, picnic 
tables and play equipment for children. 

The Woodlands Country Club Palmer 
Course is off Cochrans Crossing Drive and 
features 27 holes of undulating and mounded 
terrain, surrounded by challenging bunkers 
and intricate water hazards. The course 
was designed by the late Arnold Palmer and 
also features a 33,000-square-foot Palmer 
Clubhouse, where members can relax, have 
lunch or visit the bar.
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All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, 
programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not to 
scale, all dimensions are approximate and are intended to represent an artist’s depiction only of the existing and/or planned elements of Bonterra  at Woodforest Community’s 
current proposed development concepts. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or amenities 
are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior 
registration is required or if void by law. Bonterra at Woodforest is an age-qualified Community intended for permanent occupancy of each household by at least one resident 
at least 55 or older under applicable state and federal laws, as well as the Community’s Declaration and no one under 19 in permanent residency. Please see a Taylor 
Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © October 2016, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

BonterraTX.com
New Homes Mid $200s –$400s

Bonterra at Woodforest was created with you  
in mind. From exciting social outings to inspiring  
amenities and activities, Bonterra celebrates those  

who appreciate the art of living well.

CLUBHOUSE NOW OPEN  •  ENJOY 55+ LIVING!

Contact Us: 281.780.4652  
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

BONWF-132 October Community Impact 9.1837x5.5416_MECH.indd   1 9/22/16   10:11 AM
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The amount of vacant office space in The Woodlands has been on the rise since late 
2015. However, there are still upcoming office buildings under construction in The 
Woodlands area, including four new buildings that total more than 210,000 combined 
square feet of space.

This chart shows the rental rate amounts per square foot per year for office space in The 
Woodlands over a five-year period. 

This chart displays the amount of office square footage leased per year in  
The Woodlands over a five-year period.

This chart shows the percentage of vacant office space in The Woodlands over a five-
year period. 

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE UPDATE  OFFICE SPACE
The Woodlands Office Market  |  Third Quarter 2016

Vacancy rate

Rental rate Square feet leased

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. 

Market data provided by Caldwell Companies
7904 N. Sam Houston Parkway, fourth floor

Houston, TX 77064
College Station | Houston | The Woodlands

210,756

4

17,975,964
Square feet of total office space

$31.52/SF
Average rental rate

Square feet

Buildings

2,848,675
Square feet of available space

193
Number of buildings 

in inventory

88.6%
Occupancy rate

165,164
Square feet leased in 

third quarter 2016

Under 
construction

By the numbers

Source:  Caldwell Companies analysis of CoStar Group Inc. data; includes class A and B buildings, existing or under construction, with 10,000 SF or greater   
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11.40% Q3

$31.52/sf Q3 

165,164/sf Q3

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff

$15/sf

$5/sf

200,000

100,000

VA • USDA • Jumbo  • Renovation • Pool • FHA • Construction • Bond • Manufactured • Condo • Relocation

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. Mortgage financing provided by PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company. Equal Housing Lender. © 2016 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital 
Company. PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company (NMLS: 13649) is a wholly owned subsidiary of a state-chartered bank and is an exempt lender in TX. V121013.

PrimeLendingHouston.com
888-PRIME-07
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Speaker:
State Senator Rodney Ellis, District 13 

Monday, October 17, 2016
11:30 am – 1:00 pm

DoubleTree Houston Intercontinental Airport

Headline Sponsors

Table Sponsors
CobbbFendley & Associates

EHRA Engineering/R.G. Miller Engineers, Inc.
JACOBS 

Lone Star College
North Houston District

RPS Klotz Associates

Speaker:Speaker:

North Houston Association 
October Luncheon/Annual Meeting
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Coventry Homes  u  Darling Homes  u  David Weekley Homes  u  Drees Custom Homes  u  Jaeger Homes  u  Perry Homes  u  Village Builders
NOW PRE-SELLING NEW HOMES FROM THE $290s!
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Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and photo to wdlnews@communityimpact.com. All listings will be 
considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper. 

Commercial properties
Featured listings of active area properties

REAL ESTATE

Properties for lease

13,500 sq. ft.                $21/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Sean Quinn  832-813-7373 
Agency: Black Forest Ventures LLC

12,928 sq. ft.                $22/sq. ft. mg*
Agent: Joel Dalak  713-974-5226
Agency: TIG Real Estate Services Inc.

2,500-10,976 sq. ft.                      $26/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Kevin Barr                713-530-3908 
Agency: Mohr Partners Inc

14,566 sq. ft.       $24 sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Terri Torregrossa                 713-773-5530
Agency: Moody Rambin

2700 Research Forest Drive

10,000 sq. ft.                          $12-$15/sq. ft. mg*
Agent: Patrick J. Kelly  206-523-0801
Agency: Kelly Company

4200 Research Forest Drive

10,357 sq. ft.  Withheld 
Agent: Rebecca Gardaphe  713-515-2234
Agency: Pinecroft Realty LLC

20,000 sq. ft.  $23/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Trey Halberdier  281-362-2829
Agency: Halberdier Real Estate LLC

17350 St. Lukes Way

25,315 sq. ft.               $29/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Parker Burkett   713-407-8716
           Eric Anderson                713-407-8704
Agency: Transwestern

 24624 I-4519221 I-45 N.
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For more of the story visit CaldwellCos.com/realestate-realstories.

“CALDWELL DELIVERS THE REAL ESTATE RESULTS  
  WE NEED TO GROW OUR BUSINESS.”     

– Joe Compofelice, Chairman, CEO
Stuart Pressure Control

1400 Woodloch Forest Drive, Suite 140
The Woodlands, TX 77380
281.664.6644   |   CaldwellCos.com

REAL ESTATE      REAL STORIES

070-430 Community Impact Ad Woodlands - October_9.1837x2.6875_MECH.indd   1 10/5/16   12:02 PM
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with TSA Pre-Check
MAKE HOLIDAY TRAVEL A BREEZE

BENCHMARK BANK will be hosting
the TSA certified team, IdentoGO, to 
make it easy with on-site screening

November 9th and 10th
2501 Research Forest Dr. Ste. A

Available times from 8:30am-4:30pm 

Schedule a 10 min, $85
appointment to be screened 

for TSA Pre-Check 

Please bring:
-2 valid forms of ID 
(Driver’s license and passport preferred)

-$85 (credit or debit only, no cash or checks)

For questions please email kpearman@BenchmarkBank.com

*Approval not guaranteed, fee non-refundable

BENCHMARK
B A N K

*A minimum of 120 RSVPs must be
 met in order to guarantee the event

RSVP by Oct 14th is Mandatory 

Leg Pain? Swelling? Bulging 
Veins? Restless Legs?

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients 
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are 
covered by insurance, and you could be back 
to work as soon as the next day!

Veins? Restless Legs?

We can help!

Leg Pain? Swelling? Bulging 
Veins? Restless Legs?Veins? Restless Legs?

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients 
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are 
covered by insurance, and you could be back 
to work as soon as the next day!

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients 
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are 
covered by insurance, and you could be back 
to work as soon as the next day!

LoneStarVeinCenter.com

The Woodlands
281-882-3173

Pasadena
281-241-1777

Call TODAY
FREE Screenings 

October 19
October 26

FREE Screenings 
October 18
October 25

FREE ASSESSMENT 
TESTS

WAIVED 
REGISTRATION FEE

2 FREE LESSONS

Offers Expire on 12/31/2016

• Math & English tutoring for Grades PK-12

• Hands-on, active teaching

• Small class sizes

• Curriculum tailored to individual capabilities

• 75 min. tutoring session, once/week at <$30/session

ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

North Houston Locations
The Woodlands
375 Sawdust Rd.
Spring, TX 77380
832.422.9383

OTHER HOUSTON LOCATIONS:
Cypress-Copperfi eld

Eldridge Lakes

Katy-Cinco Ranch

Katy-Gaston

Sugar Land-
New Territory

Conroe
3600 FM 1488 Rd. Ste. 140
Conroe, TX, 77384.
936.333.6839

Give your child the best gift of a lifetime
bestinclasseducation.com

KOREAN BULGOGI

BURGER
& SAINT ARNOLD “"OKTOBERFEST"

ENJOY OUR EXCLUSIVE

BURGER  
& BEER  
PAIRING

OCTOBER  1-31  •  $15*
*Does not include tax or gratuity.

PURCHASE $250 IN MORTON’S GRILLE GIFT CARDS, 
RECEIVE A $50 REWARD CARD*

*ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY, ASK YOUR SERVER FOR DETAILS.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR THAT SPECIAL TIME OF YEAR

25 WATERWAY AVE. • THE WOODLANDS • 832.585.0794 • MORTONSGRILLE.COM



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 12/31/16 C.I.

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 12/31/16 C.I.

$25 OFF
$50 OFF
$75 OFF

 Any Repair or Service of $75+

 Any Repair or Service of $450+

Any Repair or Service of $750+

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 1/15/16 CI

$19 95 AC Performance 
Check
Freon and dye extra

Expires 12/31/16 C.I.

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 12/31/16 C.I.

Any Full Service 
Oil Change10% OFF

Most Vehicles.

Automotive
Ackerman Advantage Realty ............... 93
Christian Brothers Automotive ............. 91

Dining
Another Broken Egg Cafe .................... 94
Crisp Wine Beer Eatery ....................... 95
Fish & Camaron .................................. 96
Johnny’s Italian Steakhouse ................ 94
Kolache Factory  ................................. 93
Kona Grill ............................................ 96
Lama Cafe .......................................... 95
Namaste Indian Restaurant ................. 96
Salata ................................................. 97
Sitar Cuisine of India ........................... 92

Education
JEI Learning Center ............................ 94 
Kid to Kid ............................................ 96
The Tutoring Center  ........................... 92

Entertainment
Adventure Kids Playcare  .................... 92
Stage Right ......................................... 95

Health and wellness
Healthy Figures Houston ..................... 92
Krisling ............................................... 93

Professional services
Cruz Air & Electric ............................... 98
Integrity Comfort Solutions .................. 94
Mike’s Handy ...................................... 93 
Pro Steem ........................................... 95

Retail
Cupcake Quilts ................................... 98
Escovedo Consulting ........................... 99
Nothing Bundt Cakes .......................... 97
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EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET 
WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!

CUISINE OF INDIA

SITAR
FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM

Next door to us, we have
INDIA GOURMET SPICES 
grocery store for all your Indian/Pakistan/
Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, lentils, 
fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table. 

$5 OFF$5 OFF

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(281) 364-0200
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26797 HANNA RD., STE. 3, OAK RIDGE NORTH, TX 77385
HEALHTYFIGURESHOUSTON.COM

$50 Off
INITIAL VISIT

• EAT NORMAL FOODS
• USE PATENTED FAT-BURNERS
 AND BLOCKERS
• FDA-APPROVED APPETITE
 SUPPRESSANT
• ALL NATURAL AMINO ACIDS

FINALLY A WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM THAT 
TRULY WORKS AND IS AFFORDABLE.

BEFORE AFTER

APRIL LOST A TOTAL 
OF 67 POUNDS!!

GIVE US A CALL! 281.419.7222
WE MEDICALLY MONITOR YOUR PROGRESS AND MAY BE COVERED BY YOUR INSURANCE.

THE HOLIDAY’S ARE QUICKLY APPROACHING! 
START PREPARING NOW!

KICK METABOLISM
INTO HIGH GEAR

Call us today at 
281.602.3839

We Can Help 
Your Child Succeed.

We have a clear four-part mission for 
every child who studies with us:

Jump Ahead with Back-to-School TutoringJump Ahead with Back-to-School Tutoring

thewoodlands.tutoringcentercom

Stronger academic skills in reading, writing and math

Better concentration, focus and attention span

Confi dence and motivation

Stronger test-taking and study skills

 50% OFF
a $150 value

Schedule a 
FREE Diagnostic Exam!

1st Month’s Tuition

Tutoring for grades K-12
Pre-Algebra • Algebra I • Geometry • Algebra II

Reading • Math • Writing • Study Skills

• Open Late
•  Fri-Sat Theme Nights
    Open til Midnight
• Preschool Program
   Mon-Wed-Fri 9am-1pm

• Open Late
•  Fri-Sat Theme Nights
    Open til Midnight
• Preschool Program
   Mon-Wed-Fri 9am-1pm

2400 FM 1488 #900 (corner of Carriage Hill Blvd.,) The Woodlands
936-271-2259

www.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTXwww.facebook.com/AdventureKidsPlaycareNorthWoodlandsTX

(With This Ad) Offer expires 12/31/16
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WWW.THEFRANCHISESCOOP.NET

Hours: Mon. – Sat. 6 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Sun. 7 A.M. – 2 P.M.

Ask about our catering services
Order your party trays today

Order gift cards onlineFranchises Available • Order online at KolacheFactoryToGo.com

25% OFF 
Any Dozen Kolaches
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 11/15/16. WDL-92

Minimum 45 minute advance notice required for discount.  
Substitutions may result in higher price. Standard Party  
Tray feeds 15-20 people. Does not include croissants or  

specialties. One coupon per customer. Valid only at  
Research Forest Drive. Cannot be combined with any  

other offer. Offer expires 11/15/16. WDL-92

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 11/15/16. WDL-92

FREE Sausage & 
Cheese Kolache

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 

Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 
Offer expires 11/15/16. WDL-92

With any purchase.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 11/15/16. WDL-92

FREE  
Espresso Drink 

Of equal or lesser value.

Buy 1 Sweet &  
Get 1 Sweet FREE
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 11/15/16. WDL-92

127 A Sawdust Rd. • The Woodlands 
281-292-1133

1351-D W. Davis • Conroe
936-539-2050 

17739 US 249 • Willowbrook
832-237-2200

$10.00 OFF  
A Party Tray

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 11/15/16. WDL-92

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 11/15/16. WDL-92

Now Open at  

Resea
rch Forest

!

“Fall” for
 These Great Offers!

Premium Home Detaling Services

832-370-3303 • www.mikeshandyhouston.com 
• mikes.handy.houston@gmail.com  

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE

FREE
SIDEWALK DETAIL

with purchase of a Driveway Detail

FREE
FLAT SURFACE CLEANING
with purchase of a Whole Home Detailing

Whole Home Detailing | Decks & Patios | Outdoor Areas | Pools

We offer a premium 
home detailing service 
which includes:
• Wiping every door and banister railing
• Drying eaves and overhangs

Other services include:
• Bathing wood and custom ceilings
• Interior and exterior window cleaning
• Drive ways and sidewalks
• Parks and recreation areas
• Commercial buildings

Boris Ackerman
832-541-3499

21027 Interstate 
Spring, TX 77388

CALL TO TEST DRIVE TODAY

Build it your way

20% OFF 
on selected vehicles
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12/31/2016

1-844-Get-Cool 
(1-844-438-2665)

www.IntegrityAir.com

SAVE MONEY!
HVAC Repairs Healthy Air Air ConditioningHeating

Call today for a free home visit!

Low interest, cut fuel bills, special 
rebates, worry-free warranties.

GREAT FINANCING

License # TACLB49330E

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
2 Seasonal Complete System Check-ups 
(Spring and Fall)

- Performance Evaluation
- Safety System Checks
- Condenser Coil Cleaning

- Freon Levels Checked
- Drain Lines Cleared
- And Much, Much More

15% OFF ANY 
PARTS & LABOR

No Service Call Fees. No Overtime, 
Weekend, or Holiday Fees. 

Priority Scheduling.

Free One Year Membership!

YOU COULD WIN A$1,000SCHOLARSHIP& iPAD MINI

SCHEDULE A DIAGNOSTIC TODAY
✓ Advance academic skills 
✓ Learn critical thinking 
✓ Boost grades and study skills
✓ Pre-algebra, Algebra, Geometry

DO MORE THAN JUST DRILLS!

ESSAY CONTEST

After School tutoring for Pre K-9

Your choice of 1/2 sandwich and 1/2 salad or soup. 
Served with chips, garlic fries or coleslaw for $10.00

Join us for
    PICK TWO Lunch
      Create your favorite combination!

Located inside the Holiday Inn & Suites Hotel 
19333 David Memorial Drive 
Shenandoah - The Woodlands
281.298.2800
johnnysitaliansteakhouse.com
Follow us:
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2520 Research Forest Drive  
The Woodlands, TX 77381

(at Research Forest Dr. between Grogans Mill & Gosling)

832.562.2520
www.crispwoodlands.com

1/2 Price Pizza
Dine in or Take home

With Coupon OR Text (Pizza) to 713-766-5408.
One per person. Not valid with other offers or set menu items.

With coupon only. Expires 11/9/16

$1000 off
$30 or more with coupon.

Limit one per person. Not valid with other offers. 
Coupons cannot be combined. Expires 11/9/16

2520 Research Forest Drive  

Every Sunday All you can eat BRUNCH BUFFET & Live Music 
$25

oct. 21 - nov. 6

20% CASH AND CARRY
with check or cash only cannot be combined with any other offers.

GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com • 212 E. Main St • Tomball, TX 77375

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

281.255.0024

WE CLEAN AND REPAIR ORIENTAL AND FINE RUGS

A PROSTEEM Company

1500 Research Forest Drive, #100
The Woodlands. TX 77381

  Research Forest Dr.   
   H

oll
y H

ill 
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.

45

Buy 2 LG Pizzas
Get a FREE 2 liter Pepsi

Expires 11/9/16.

Hamburger of the month!
$8.99

Includes french fries and pepsi drink. 
Great deal!

Expires 11/2/16.

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

281-651-5194 • www.windycitygrillandpizza.com

CHICAGO STYLE PIZZA • ITALIAN BEEF SANDWICHES • HOT DOGS

Mon-Thur 11am - 9am | Fri - Sat 11am - 10pm | Sun 11am - 8pm 
HAPPY HOUR 3pm - 5pm

Home-cooked Mediterranean and Greek Cuisine will delight your senses at Lama 
Mediterranean Cuisine, located in The Woodlands, TX. Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere 

in our new, larger and nicer location! 
Dine in our outdoor patio area or one of our Private Rooms available.

Hookas and Shisha available, with a wide-range of flavors to choose from.
Enjoy the pleasant scent and calming eff ects.

Place an order for pick-up or dine-in.

BEST 
LAMB 
CHOPS 

IN TOWN!

$14.99

OCTOBER SPECIAL
Lama’s specialty 

Lamb Chop

Best In Town!

20% OFF
any entree!

Must present coupon. One coupon per 
person. Dine in only 3pm - 5pm. 

Expires 11/9/16

Si
x P

in
es

 D
r.

Holly Hill Dr.

Research Forest  Dr.

(281) 292-5262 | www.lamacuisine.com | 1644 Research Forest Dr | The Woodlands, TX 77381
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202 Sawdust Road #115 
Spring, TX 77380 

Behind HEB @ I45 and Sawdust Rd. 

281 298 5570 

 

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm;  Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm 

 

–

N A M A S T E  
Indian Restaurant  

Open daily for lunch buffet
11:00am-3:00pm

($10.99)

LUNCH BUFFETT - DINNER - TAKEOUT - CATERING

N A M A S T E
Indian Restaurant

202 Sawdust Road #115
Spring, TX 77380

Behind HEB @ I45 and Sawdust Rd.

281 298 5570

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm: Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm

NOW 

SERVING 

BEER AND 

WINE!     2 FOR $20 
Includes 2 entrees, rice and naan.

Add lamb, goat or seafood for $2ea.
Dinner Only. Limit 1 coupon per table. Coupon must be 

presented at time of purchase. not valid with any other o� er.
Expires 11/9/16

LUNCH SPECIAL!    
$5.99 TAKE-OUT BOX 

Includes 2 vegetarian or chicken items, rice and naan. 
Add lamb, goat or seafood for extra $2ea.

Celebrating our 1 year anniversary!

One of the best and healthiest seafood 
restaurants in The Woodlands

Smart fresh Seafood

fishandcamaron.com • (713) 389-5363

9950 Woodlands Pkwy, Ste 450 
The Woodlands, TX

One of the best and healthiest seafood 
restaurants in The Woodlands

25219 Kuykendahl Plaza, Ste G150
The Woodlands, TX

2978
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Woodlands Pkwy.

15% OFF
your order, up to $50! 

One coupon per customer. Expires  11/09/16

NEW LOCATION 
COMING SOON!

AT

SO MANY COSTUMES

IT’S SCARY

6777 WOODLANDS PARKWAY 
in The WoodlandsBUY, SELL & SAVE

*Must present c
oup

on
. N

ot
 g

oo
d 

w
ith

 o
th

er
 o

ffe
rs

. O
ne

 co
up

on per family. Valid only at the Woodlands store. E
xpires 10/24/16. C

PNPA1016QA

one used costume25%
off



The Woodlands Edition • October 2016 97

The Next Generation Salad Bar

Fresh Salads 
& Salad Wraps

Over 50 
Toppings

House-Made 
Dressings

Signature
Soups

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 
after 4 pm!*

*Not valid for online orders. May not be combined 
w/other off ers. Other restrictions may apply. Valid 
at Salata Market Street. Expires: 1/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

$2 OFF 
your salad or salad wrap!*

*Not valid for online orders. May not be combined 
w/other off ers. Other restrictions may apply. Valid 
at Salata Market Street. Expires: 1/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

FREE DELIVERY 
on your catering order!*

*Not valid for online orders. $100 minimum. May not be 
combined w/other off ers. Other restrictions may apply. 
Valid at Salata Market Street. Expires: 1/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

Salata College Park Coming Soon!  3091 College Park Dr. #290 ¬ The Woodlands, TX 77384 ¬ Email collegepark@salata.com for more info!

The Woodlands
10868 Kuykendahl Road, Suite B

The Woodlands, TX 77381
(281) 419-8026

We Deliver  |  NothingBundtCakes.com 
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We Service ALL Makes and Models!

Ingredients for ALL your Crafting, 
Sewing and Quilting Recipes

Mention or bring in ad to receive discount. *

Full Service Quilt Shop: Quilting Classes • High-Quality Fabrics • Patterns •Notions

We Service ALL Makes and Models!We Service ALL Makes and Models!We Service ALL Makes and Models!We Service ALL Makes and Models!We Service ALL Makes and Models!
Sewing Machine Repair

Open 

Thursdays 

until 
8 p.m.!

Ingredients for ALL your Crafting, 
Sewing and Quilting Recipes

Open 

Thursdays 
Thursdays 

until 
8 p.m.!

219 Gentry Street

Come see us at the 
International Quilt Festival 

George R. Brown Convention Center
November 2-6

10% off* 
Fabrics & Notions

$5 off* 
Any Class

0% Financing on BERNINAS! with a $5000.00 purchase.October 14 & 15: 

281.528.2929

CGC Generators

Think of it
as a spare tire,
for your home!

When you need it,
you’ll be glad it’s there.

Call CGC Generators today
for a standby generator
with turnkey installation

for your home or business!

• 24/7 automatic power protection from blackouts

• Hands-free operation: no gas cans, no extension cords

• Runs on homes’s existing natural gas LP fuel supply

• Works whether you’re home or away 281-446-1597

www.cgcgenerators.com TACLA5054C TECL 21426 TMEL4344
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Avoid The Stampede
Through Your
Living Room!

Now Accepting 
Quality Consignments

In business since 1994 with 18 locations including 
San Antonio, Austin, Bee Cave & McKinney in Dallas

The Woodlands
27820 I45 North, Conroe, TX

972-984-7155
Monday - Saturday 10am-6pm & Sundays 12pm-5pm 

www.TheHome Consignment Center.com

Sell It In Our Showroom Instead

We have sold countless numbers of sofas, chairs, beds, dining tables and 

accessories! Thousands of buyers will see your furniture in our showroom

We Sell Fast • We Pay Fast



NEW 2017 CAMRYS

866-MY-TOYOTA (698-6968) or 713-358-4347
I-45 Just North Of Louetta in between the
 99 Grand Parkway and Beltway 8
FredHaasToyota.com
Hablamos Español En Todos Los Departamentos!
We Speak 18 Languages!

SERVICE CENTER OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK!

2014

2015

OR

CLEARANCE
Last Chance!

OUR GOAL IS TO
SAVE EVERY BUYER $2,000!1

OVER 2,000 NEW TOYOTAS
IN STOCK AT FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM

2 YEARS
NO COST MAINTENANCE2

*Claim based on Total Retail Sales volume per GST 2015 for Fred Haas Toyota World. **Claim based on Total Dealer Stock volume per GST 2015 for Fred Haas Toyota World. Vehicle O�ers exclude tax, title, license, insurance & $150 dealer fee, with approved credit. Ends 10/31/16; Lease with 12,000 miles per year with $.15 per mile overage; early termination fees may apply. O�ers mutually exclusive. 24 month closed-end leases. 2016 EPA Highway Estimates, actual mileage may 
vary; O�ers mutually exclusive (1)O� MSRP provided by dealer (2) Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25,000 miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental US and Alaska. (3) $139 per Month, 24 Month closed-end lease with $4,069 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $139 with approved credit. $0 security; Model 2532, Stock 6137, MSRP $24,195, 
$23,026 Net Capitalized cost; $3,336 total monthly payments; $500 TFS Cash with approved credit; Residual $15,727; 0% APR 72 Months based on $13.89/$1,000 financed with approved credit. $3,000 Customer Cash provided by Toyota mutually exclusive; 2017 Purchase $999 down with approved credit based on 0% APR 72 months based on $13.89/$1,000 financed excludes TT&L, $150 dealer doc fee; $500 GST rebate; Example New 2017 Camry LE, Model 2532, Example 
Stock 5553, MSRP $24,230, O�er not a lease;  (4) $3,446 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $99. $0 security; Model 1832, Stock 8242, MSRP $18,720, $18,456 Net Capitalized cost; $2,376 total monthly payments; $1,000 TFS Cash; Residual $12,917; 0% APR 72 Months based on $13.89/$1,000 financed with Tier 1+ approved credit; O�ers mutually exclusive; $2,500 Customer Cash provided by Toyota mutually exclusive 
(5)$3,258 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $169. $0 security; Model 4430, Stock 3612, MSRP $25,310, $24,639 Net Capitalized cost; $4,056 total monthly payments; $600 TFS Cash; Residual $17,717; 0% APR with Tier 1+ approved credit based on $16.67 per $1,000 financed;  $1,000 Customer Cash provided by Toyota mutually exclusive (7)$4,948 due at signing excluding tax, title, license, $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s 
payment of $199 with approved credit. $0 Security; Model 8239, Stock 4461, MSRP $30,060, $28,009 Net Capitalized Cost; $4,776 total monthly payments with approved credit; Residual $21,643; 0% APR 72 Months on 2016 Tundras with $30,000 maximum to finance, no negative equity, minimum 760 credit score, 72 months maximum based on $13.89/$1,000 financed; 0% APR 72 Months on 2016 Tundras with $30,000 maximum to finance, no negative equity, minimum 760 
credit score, 72 months maximum based on $13.89/$1,000 financed; $750 Toyota Customer Cash plus $2,000 Special Edition Bonus Cash provided by Toyota equals $3,000 Bonus Cash mutually exclusive   (8)$3,559 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $129. $0 security; Model 7162, Stock 9281, MSRP $22,545, $22,001 Initial Capitalized cost; $3,096 total monthly payments; Residual $18,036; 1.9% APR with approved credit 
mutually exclusive;  (9) Prices reflect used units; Excludes tax, tag, title, license & $150 dealer fee; Example 2017 Used RAV4 LE Stock 2197; Example Price Point 2016 Used Tacoma Stock 7152 valid while supplies last; Example Price Point 2017 Used Tundra Stock 9683 valid while supplies last; Example 2017 Used Corolla LE Stock 4707 valid while supplies last; Example 2017 Used Camry Stock 5230 (10) Prices reflect used units; Excludes tax, tag, title, license & $150 dealer fee; 
Example 2016 Used RAV4 LE Stock 5925; Example Price Point 2016 Used Tacoma Stock 7152 valid while supplies last; Example Price Point 2016 Used Tundra Stock 3257 valid while supplies last; Example 2016 Used Corolla LE Stock 1225 valid while supplies last; Example 2016 Used Camry Stock 5234

$129/MO
24 MO LEASE

$199/MO
24 MO LEASE

$

OR

$129

7

8

NEW 2016 TACOMA ACCESS CAB
AUTO 4X2 SR SEVERAL TO CHOOSE! 

NEW 2016 TUNDRA DOUBLE CAB
4.6L SR V8  OVER 300 TO CHOOSE!

OR

1.9%
APR

$139$299 NEW 2016 CAMRY LE

OVER 300 TO CHOOSE! PER MONTH | 24 MO LEASE

/MO

/MO

3

35 MPG HWY

NEW 2016 COROLLA L AUTO $9924 MONTHS

24 MONTHS

NEW 2016 RAV4 LE $169SEVERAL TO CHOOSE!

SEVERAL TO CHOOSE!

31 MPG HWY

NEW 2016 COROLLA L AUTO

NEW 2016 RAV4 LE

SEVERAL TO CHOOSE!

SEVERAL TO CHOOSE!

31 MPG 
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GO TO FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM

WHEN YOU BUY FROM FRED HAAS, WE’LL MAKE IT THE BEST CAR BUYING EXPERIENCE YOU’VE EVER HAD...WE GUARANTEE IT!

Hurry, When They’re Gone, They’re Gone!

RAV4, Highlanders, Tacoma, Tundras, & More
 Everything Marked with Fred Haas Employee Pricing!

NUMBER 1 FOR A REASON 
WE KNOW PRICE 
SELLS CARS!

PRICE MAKES US #1* | PRICE KEEPS US #1*

WE KNOW PRICE SELLS TRUCKS

$17,888
2017 CAMRYS

$15,888
2017 COROLLAS

$22,888
2017 RAV4

$25,888
2017 TUNDRAS

$20,888
2016 TACOMAS

15,88817,888

GO TO FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM

$25,888
2017 TUNDRAS

9

0%APR
72
MONTHS

OR

0%APR
72
MONTHS

OR

0%APR
72
MONTHS

OR

0%APR
60
MONTHS

OR

$1,000
CUSTOMER

CASH

OR

$1,500
CUSTOMER

CASH

OR

$3,000
CUSTOMER

CASH

OR

$3,000
BONUS CASH

OR

C
P
O

C
P
O

C
P
O

C
P
O

C
P
O

15,888 $22,888P
O

GO TO FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM

25,888 $20,888
2016 TACOMASC

P
O

Over 200 Vehicles Priced to Sell
in Our CLEARANCE ZONE!

/MO
BUY

JUST 

not a lease!
NEW 2016 CAMRY LE

OVER 300 TO CHOOSE!

35 MPG 

Hurry, When They’re Gone, Hurry, When They’re Gone, 
0%APR
72
MONTHS

WITH

37 MPG HWY

LEASE

LEASE PAYMENT
CHALLENGE
WHY PAY MORE?
If we can’t lower your
monthly payment,
WE’LL MAKE IT
FOR YOU!

THE WOODLANDS


