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Labor shortage drives prices higher

Rising construction 
costs hit McKinney

By Marthe Rennels
Construction projects worth billions of dollars are 

taking shape throughout Collin County, and as the 
number of projects continues to increase, so do con-
struction costs and labor demands.

Mayor Pro Tem Randy Pogue, a professional engi-
neer and Dallas-Fort Worth commercial market leader 
for Westwood Professional Services, said corporate 
relocations are continuing to drive need in the local 
construction industry—for both commercial and resi-
dential projects—which is in turn increasing final proj-
ect costs.

The effect of the competitive construction market 
can be seen locally. The cost of constructing McKinney 
ISD’s new stadium has increased by $7 million since 
it was approved in August and the cost of building 
developments in Frisco’s $5 Billion Mile has increased 
an estimated $1.3 billion in part because of rising 

See Construction | 18

County jail keeps pace with growth
By Krista Wadsworth

When Collin County outgrew its jail 
facility in the early 1990s and began 
looking for a new location, officials knew 
the county needed a jail that would not 
only provide for current needs but also 
for the future as well.

The county succeeded. Twenty-two 
years later, there is still room for the Col-
lin County Detention Facility to grow.

“Early in the ’90s, we were out of space 
at the old jail in downtown McKinney,” 
Collin County Sheriff Terry Box said. 
“With the rapid amount of growth com-
ing to Collin County, we were foreseeing 
building something that would handle 
our immediate needs but also would be 
easy and hopefully cheaper to be added 
onto for over a 25 to 50-year period.”

See Jail | 20
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National, state and county elections
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DALLAS-FORT WORTH

CONSTRUCTION PINCH
MCKINNEY

Construction companies are offering  
50 cents to $4 more per hour  
to already-employed workers to switch jobs.

There is $11 billion worth of 
construction in the DFW area. 

2/3 of construction firms say they 
have a hard time filling construction jobs. 

From Jan. 1-Sept. 1

790,292

589,817

$100.8

square feet in new 
construction

existing square feet of 
renovated space

million in construction

+

COMMERCIAL 1,627

$535

single-family 
permits issued

million in 
construction

RESIDENTIAL

Sources: city of McKinney, Dallas Builders Association/Community Impact Newspaper

Collin County Detention Facility inmates are housed in jail pods.

Construction on the McKinney ISD stadium is set to begin this fall.
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Avoid The Stampede
Through Your
Living Room!

Now Accepting 
Quality Consignments

www.TheHome ConsignmentCenter.com

In business since 1994 with 18 locations including San Antonio,
Austin, Bee Cave & Woodlands in Houston

 

w

In b

McKinney
2950 Craig Drive Ste. 200 • Near Trader Joe’s

972-984-7155
Monday - Saturday 10am-6pm & Sundays 12pm-5pm

Sell It In Our Showroom Instead

We have sold countless numbers of sofas, chairs, beds, dining tables and 

accessories! Thousands of buyers will see your furniture in our showroom

We Sell Fast • We Pay Fast
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LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Do you think a restaurant row will 
help bring in more corporations?

 51.8%             Yes

 33.7%                  I’m just excited to potentially have 

more dining options.

 14.5%  No

Results from an unscientific web survey collected 8/18/16-9/7/16

Will the U.S. Department of Labor’s 
new overtime rule impact you?

  Yes, I am being changed to an hourly rate.

  No, I am above the salary threshold.

 Yes, I will have to hire more employees.

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/mck-poll.

FROM THE EDITOR
Oh, McKinney, I 

cannot wait for you to see 
our next issue. Some big 
changes will be heading 
your way! But, lucky for 
you, you will not have to 
wait that long to see one 
of the biggest changes our 
company has ever under-
taken: The paper you are 
holding right now, this 
very second, was printed 

on our company’s new printing press. Yep, that’s right, 
we now have a printing press—in 2016. Who says print 
is dead?

New things aside, I do want to point out an article 
I spent a lot of time on—our front-page construction 
cost story. In Dallas-Fort Worth, it’s not unusual to see 
a lot of dirt moving on construction projects. But what 

we do not see is the impact of all of those construc-
tion sites popping up all at once. It is taking a toll on 
construction companies as the demand sparks fierce 
competition for the small local amount of both skilled 
and common laborers. This competition is also push-
ing up construction costs on projects, which can be 
seen right here in McKinney as the price of McKinney 
ISD’s new stadium climbed $7 million before even 
breaking ground. 

Also in this issue, we examine the county jail and 
see what plans are in its future (See Page 21). 

And lastly as Election Day draws near, we provide 
you with a list of national, state and local candidates 
and some things you will need 
to know on your way to the 
polls (see Page 16). 
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City officials are hoping a restaurant row will help bring in 
more corporations by supplying local dining and shop-
ping options for employees. The city is hoping the site will 
be located along one of McKinney’s major transportation 
corridors, including US 380, US 75 and SH 121, where 
more corporate development is likely to take place. 

DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

Monday–Friday 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m. • Saturday 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
Sunday closed

1601 W University Dr. | McKinney, TX
(972) 562-8700 • www.mckinneypharmacy.net

Serving the McKinney Area Since 1907

Our friendly staff  is 
passionate about providing 

customized care and 
compassionately serves 

patients with unique needs.

Pharmacy - Compounding Pharmacy - Medical Equipment & Supplies

Like us on 
Facebook
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3  Global Languages Academy, 
3900 S. Stonebridge Drive, Ste. 901, 
McKinney, opened Aug. 22. Global 
Languages Academy is a language 
learning center focused on teaching 
children Spanish, Mandarin Chinese 
and global citizenship skills.  
www.my-gla.com 
 
4  Starwood Cafe, 2821 Craig Drive, 

McKinney, opened Sept. 23. The locally 
owned and -operated restaurant offers 
breakfast and lunch classics such as 
waffles, crepes, eggs, breakfast meats, 
sandwiches, wraps and salads.  
214-973-5663. www.starwoodcafe.com 
 
Coming Soon

5  Integrity Transitional Hospital, 
6601 W. University Drive, McKinney,  
will open this winter. The new facility 
will be extending the services of its 
sister facility in Denton to the residents 
of McKinney.  The hospital typically 
treats patients that require long-term 
antibiotics, extended wound care 
treatment or pulmonary care.  
940-320-2300. www.ithcare.com

6  Gregory’s Bistro owners Gregory 
and Lynda Moreaux will be adding 
another restaurant to Adriatica Village 
with the opening of Wasabi Sushi and 
Robata Grill, 470 Adriatic Parkway, 
Ste. 1106, McKinney. The sushi and 
robata grill will open mid-November 
and will offer a robust menu of sushi 
and robata items. Robatayaki, or 
robata, is an ancient style of Japanese 
cooking that utilizes skewers over an 
open flame. wasabisushimckinney.com 

Expansion

7  Hutchins BBQ, 1301 N. Tennessee 
St. McKinney, is expanding by 3,000 
square feet, adding 120 seats, a banquet 
room and enlarged patio. The project 

Now Open

1  Dempsey’s Place, 310 E. Louisiana 
St., McKinney, opened Oct. 7. The 
sports bar and restaurant will offer 
indoor and outdoor seating with a 
full bar and grill. The family-friendly 
eatery has Giant Jenga, pool tables 
and other games available outside on 
the covered patio and includes 10 TVs 

inside and 16 TVs outside. Menu items 
include burgers, wings and hotdogs. 
www.dempseysmckinney.com
 
2  Moviehouse & Eatery, 8450 SH 

121, McKinney, opened Sept. 22.  
The movie theater offers dine-in service 
allowing customers to eat a meal and 
watch a movie at the same time.  
The theater also provides a drinks-

and-dining experience for moviegoers 
with plush reclining chairs, made-
from-scratch menu options and a wide 
bar selection. A full-service bar in the 
lobby gives guests a place to gather 
before dinner and a show and serves 
nightcaps to end the evening.  
469-854-6754. 
www.themoviehouse.com/mckinney 
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Free  
Consultation

No fees unless  
you collectR o s e K n o w s L a w . c o m

PERSONAL INJURY   |   TRUCKING COLLISIONS   |   AUTO COLLISIONS  |  WORK INJURIES   |   MOTORCYCLE INJURIES

972-562-0266YOUR LOCAL COLLIN COUNTY LAWYER SINCE 1993
2780 VIRGINIA PKWY, SUITE 401 • MCKINNEY
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Compiled by Marthe Rennels

News or questions about McKinney? 
Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com

began in August and will more than 
double the restaurant’s capacity. A 
new drive-thru and two new smokers 
will also be included in the expansion. 
Construction should be complete by 
the end of the year. 972-548-2629. 
www.hutchinsbbq.com

New Ownership

8  Orchid Apartments, 2700 N. 
Brook Drive, McKinney, is now 
under new ownership as The Bascom 
Group purchased the complex in 
early September for $20.4 million. 
The apartments were built in 1997 
and consist of 260 units and a 
leasing center. According to a news 
release, Bascom plans to renovate the 
apartments to better reflect the needs 
of McKinney’s rental community.  
972-569-3800.  
www.mckinneyorchidapartments.com

Anniversaries

9  Eldorado Vision and Optical, 7785 
Eldorado Parkway, Ste. 400, McKinney, 
celebrated its first anniversary on 
Oct. 5. The office specializes in adult 
and children’s eye exams and hard-
to-fit contact lenses, treatment of eye 
diseases and co-management of eye 
surgery such as Lasik. The office is also 
available for eye emergencies.  
214-914-6860.  
www.eldoradovision.com

10  Skylight Salon, 112 N. Tennessee 
St., McKinney, will celebrate its first 
anniversary on Oct. 23. The full-
service, open-concept salon offers 
haircuts, hair color treatments, 
blowouts and products. 214-535-9181. 
www.skylightsalon.com

11  Hugs Café, 224 E. Virginia 
St., McKinney, celebrates its first 
anniversary Oct. 13. The mission of the 
restaurant is to create an inviting place 
of training and employment for adults 
with special needs. The employees are 
trained to cook and serve cafe-style 
meals that include sandwiches, soups, 
salads and daily specials.  
469-301-6900. www.hugscafe.org

Closed

12  Junksperation, 1624 W. Louisiana 
St., McKinney, closed Sept. 29. The 
store sells refinished furniture, wall 
decor, stationery items, body products, 
koozies, mugs, cups, jewelry, handbags 
and wallets. www.junksperation.com

In the News

13  Little Free Pantry opened Sept. 
22. The free pantry is located outside 
of Hugs Café, 224 E. Virginia St., 
McKinney, and allows for anonymous 
pickup and drop-off of nonperishable 
items, including peanut butter, toilet 
paper, paper towels, deodorant, ready-
made meals, canned meats, canned 
goods, sealed boxed goods, baby 
products, diapers, formula, cereal, 
cleaning products, toiletries and more. 
www.facebook.com/mckinneylfp

Starwood Cafe is now open and serving a 
variety of breakfast and lunch items.
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Moviehouse & Eatery allows guests to dine 
and watch a movie at the same time. 
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Hutchins BBQ is adding seating capacity and 
expansion work will be complete this year.
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Little Free Pantry is collecting and donating 
nonperishable food and personal items.
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CABIN FEVER?

Come Play with Your Fur-iends!

CODE: GENBEN2_AD

 

 

DOGGY DAY CARE AND BOARDING • TRAINING • GROOMING

Camp Bow Wow® McKinney
448 N Custer Rd Suite B | McKinney, TX 75071 |  (214) 592-0440

Open 365 Days per Year

Fun & Safe All-Day Play

Individualized Care & Attention

Pup Pools & Outdoor Play
Equipment

N.
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Virginia Pkwy.

ONE FREE
WITH A PURCHASE OF PLAY AND TRAIN
TRAINING SESSION 

Looking for a plumber?

Service with
Integrity

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

Residential Repair Specialists
Serving North Texas With Over 20 Years Of Experience

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

*Restrictions May Apply

10%
Off

Any One
Repair

First Time Customers Only
Max Discount $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

*Restrictions May Apply

2011 
Small Business 
of the Year

Not valid with any other offers or prior service
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Cassandra Wilson, 
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Better Hearing Keeps You Connected

Celebrating 
10 years of 
business! 

Liz Brassine, Owner
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Sta� ed by 2 Licensed Doctors of Audiology

972.838.1300 | www.hearinmckinney.com  | 4201 Medical Center Drive, Suite 270

• Hearing evaluations 
for all ages

• Hearing aid fi ttings, 
maintenance & repairs

• Invisible fi ttings

• Wireless and 
connectivity solutions

• Evaluation period on 
all hearing aids

• Custom ear / swim 
protection

4,976 cancer patients 
found hope here.

When almost five thousand people with cancer choose one place, 

there must be a good reason. At Baylor Scott & White Medical 

Center–McKinney, we’ve treated patients with numerous forms of 

cancer. Our oncology unit nurses are specially trained in caring for 

patients with cancer. Our patient navigation services and support 

groups are available to help patients throughout the treatment 

process. And our staff is attuned to the emotional and spiritual well-

being of our patients and their families. So if you or someone you 

know needs cancer care, trust the people who are experienced at 

treating thousands of people and are dedicated to making every 

person count. 

Find out more about our cancer care services, call 1.800.4BAYLOR 
or visit us online at BaylorHealth.com/McKinneyCancer

Number reflects service line specific patient visits since 2010. Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, 
community or affiliated medical centers and do not provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers, Baylor Health Care System, Scott & White Healthcare 
or Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2015 Baylor Scott & White Health BMCMCK_535_2016  4.5 x 11.25    tm 

5252 W. University Dr., McKinney, TX 75071

McKINNEY ART STUDIO TOUR • NOV. 
12

-1
3

1996-2016

makes a

each

www.McKinneyCDC.org

McKinney Community 
Development Corporation

BUYING LOCAL IS 
WORTH EVERY CENT. 
Every time you 
shop and dine in 
McKinney, sales 
tax revenue 
stays in our 
community to 
support quality 
of  life projects like 
local parks and 
annual events. 
It’s money well spent.
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Mitas Hill 
Vineyard
Business remains family 
affair despite growth

J ust a few miles from downtown McKinney, 
three generations of the Mitas family have 
transformed a rocky hillside into a thriving 

vineyard with a crop that is bottled into their own 
vintage wine label.

Mitas Hill Vineyard has evolved from a piece of 
property that was originally purchased as a family 
estate to a unique events destination complete with a 
winery and wine bar.

“The vineyard started as a way to make our 
homeplace nice,” said Steve Mitas, the son of Harold 
and Sue Mitas, who discovered the hill and decided 
to make it their dream home. “It got to the point 
where it was so nice, we knew we needed to share it 
with other people. It grew to the point where it was 
becoming more than a hobby.”

The vineyard was started on 12 acres with a  
planting of 25 grape plants.

“We thought, ‘We’ve got the land—why not farm 
it,” Steve said. “My father happened along a vineyard 
at the Red River and brought home a clipping from 
there, then we added another 25 plants. But it was 
still just a hobby.”

However, that hobby grew from 25 plants to the 
9,500 plants growing at Mitas Hill today as well as 
the development of a new business venture.

“We are a tight-knit family and have been in busi-
ness together for a long time,” he said. “We continue 
to live and work together. I think it’s part of our 
DNA.”

Once Mitas Hill entered business mode, grape 
plants were added each year.

“We are able to have success growing grapes 
because of the good soil,” Steve said. “This is a 
blackland prairie with a rocky hillside, so the water 
doesn’t sit on the roots too long. We use the soil to 
our advantage.”

By Jean Ann Collins

BUSINESS FEATURE

2300 Vineyard Hill Lane, McKinney
972-316-7991 • www.mitashill.com
The Wine Bar hours: Wed.-Thu. 5-9 p.m.,  
Fri. 5-10 p.m., Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.- 
7 p.m., closed Mon.-Tue.

Mitas Hill

1  The vineyard was started on 12 acres with a planting of 25 
grape plants.

2  Mitas Hill Vineyard is owned and operated by the Mitas 
family.

3  The vineyard sells several wines ranging from dry reds and 
whites to several sweet wines.

1

2 3

Once the Mitas family realized they had a quality 
crop, they knew they needed an end product for the 
grapes and decided to create a winery with its first 
vintage in 2010, Steve said.

“At this point we had several varieties, so we 
knew we needed to expand to offer a way to sell it,” 
he said. “The goal was to bring people here because 
we wanted them to see this place, not just taste and 
leave with a bottle.”

The facilities expanded to include not only the 
winery, but also large gathering rooms to attract 
people to Mitas Hill.

“We wanted a building to draw people, whether 
it’s for weddings, corporate events, charitable 
events,” Steve said. “Then The Wine Bar opened on 
Labor Day in 2014 and offers a light menu of pizza 
from our wood-burning oven, salads and appetizers. 
The pizza and wine combo seems to work well.”

Steve said the goal is for word about Mitas Hill to 
spread so the venue can grow even more.

“There’s the stigma that we are way out in the 
middle of nowhere, but in reality we are right here,” 
he said. “We hope word of mouth continues  
to spread about a place like ours.”

R
edbud Blvd.

W. Virginia St.

75

E. Bois D 
Arc Rd.

SERVING NORTH TEXAS FOR OVER 10 YEARS

Now you can REALLY
save on your ink and toner!

FREE Delivery
orders over $50

save on your ink and toner!

NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL

$25 OFF Valid for fi rst time cus-
tomers only. Not valid 

for branded (OEM) 
ink and toner. Good 
through 12-31-16

$50.00 order

9 7 2 - 5 4 8 - 9 3 9 3  |  w w w. r a p i d i n k a n d t o n e r n o r t h t e x a s . c o m

400 N. Central
Expressway, Suite 

106, McKinney
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McKinney Ranch 
Medical Care & Wellness

 Dr. C.W. Hsu
3950 S Ridge Rd | McKinney, TX 

972-540-1688

• Acute Care
• Chronic Disease
   Management
• Preventative
   Medicine

• Low T Therapy
• Weight Loss 
• Immunizations
• Immigration
   Medical Exam

All � u shots
Expires 12/31/16

$5 OFF 

Immigration exam
Expires 12/31/16

$10 OFF 
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San Miguel Grill
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Owner Arturo Ibarra said choosing McKinney for his restaurant’s location was a simple decision.
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San Miguel Grill
Restaurant aims to bring new dishes  
to the table, keep classics on the menu

A rturo Ibarra opened San 
Miguel Grill in October 1992 
with his three brothers, two 

sisters and two cooks. Together, they 
have been creating traditional Mexi-
can dishes in McKinney for the past  
24 years.

Ibarra said he thought becoming 
a popular dining option would take 
time.

“We opened on a Monday, and by 
Friday, I needed to hire more people,” 
he said. “I thought starting a new 
business was a slow process. By that 
Friday, we had so many customers 
that I was the host, cashier and wait-
ing tables.”

Within four years the family-run 
restaurant needed more space, and in 
1996 the restaurant expanded by 1,000 
square feet.

“When we opened, we had two 
rooms and 12 tables in each room,” 

Ibarra said. “That was not enough, 
and we wanted to accommodate our 
loyal customers.”

Ibarra says his menu is a combina-
tion of traditional Mexican food and 
Tex-Mex favorites.

“The food at San Miguel is all 
inspired by central Mexico, where I 
am from,” he said. “They say cen-
tral Mexico is where all of the good 
food and good traditions were born. 
It’s considered the heart of Mexico 
because it’s where so much comes 
from, so I’m happy to bring some of 
this to McKinney. We also offer Tex-
Mex for those who enjoy that flavor.”

Ibarra said his biggest challenge is 
making sure he always has something 
new to offer his customers.

“After 24 years, the hard part is 
continuing to come up with different 
dishes, but we have to keep trying 
to make sure our customers don’t 

DINING FEATURE

506 W. University Drive, McKinney
972-548-2345
www.sanmiguelgrillmex.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., closed Sun.

By Jean Ann Collins

get tired of the same old food all the 
time,” he said. 

Ibarra said he and his chef come up 
with the new creations and come up 
with fresh ideas when visiting Mexico.

“We will try a dish there and try to 
bring that flavor back, so it’s always 
authentic,” he said. 

According to Ibarra, during the 
summer months customers prefer fish, 
so San Miguel concentrates some of its 
specialties on seafood.

“We have a fish special every week,” 
he said. “It might be salmon, mahi 
mahi or sea bass, and we even have a 
fish and shrimp cerviche.”

The Tex-Mex dishes include chicken 
enchiladas with sour cream sauce 
($9.25) and combination dinners, such 
as the Frida ($11.45) and Daniella 
($10.25), which have been on the menu 
for 24 years.

Saturday brunch features migas and 
egg dishes from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., as well 
as La Paloma, a specialty drink with 
grapefruit soda, lime juice and tequila.

“People would be surprised to know 
this drink is more popular in Mexico 
than the margarita,” Ibarra said.

The restaurant owner says doing 
business in McKinney is a pleasure.

“The people here have been so  
supportive and made this such a 
pleasant experience,” he said. “I am 
happy to tell my family and friends 
that our kids went to college, and the 
cooks’ and waiters’ kids all went to 
college and everything to do this came 
from San Miguel, so I am grateful to 
the community. I love this place.”

The La Paloma ($3.50) features grapefruit 
soda and lime juice with tequila.

San Miguel Grill offers a combination of tradi-
tional Mexican food and Tex-Mex favorites.

Fish and Shrimp Al Ajillo ($16.75) features 
grilled white fish and shrimp in garlic sauce.

Tickets are available 
online at 

 www.NeathTheWreath.org

$10 tickets in advance at 
area Tom Thumb stores

$13 tickets at door -  
Children under 12 are free!
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New signage

On-street bicycle signage project
The city of McKinney will be adding 
nearly 500 signs throughout the city 
and some on-street pavement 
markings along Kentucky and 
Tennessee streets between Elm and 
Louisiana streets. 

City officials said the goal of the 
project is to continue to make 
McKinney more bicycle-friendly for 
both recreation and the community. 
The city is furthering its efforts 
by designating bicycle boulevard 
routes on low-speed or low-
volume roadways and signing them 
accordingly. 

Timeline: October-TBD
Cost: $250,000
Funding Sources: federal grant 

1   Custer Road widening 
The city of Frisco is widening Custer 
Road from Stonebridge Drive to  
SH 121. The road runs between Frisco 
and McKinney and sees daily traffic to 

and from both cities. To accommodate 
the growth in this area, the 3-mile project 
will widen the existing four-lane roadway 
to six lanes. 

Construction on this project was  
70 percent complete as of mid-August 
and is expected to be completed in 
the fourth quarter of this year between 
October and December, according to 
Frisco officials. 

Heavy traffic is expected in this area until 
construction is complete. City staff is 
coordinating with the Texas Department 
of Transportation regarding closures, 
detours and traffic switches along Custer, 
FM 423 and US 380 during the road’s 
widening project. 

Timeline: January-December 
Cost: $9.17 million 
Funding sources: city of Frisco, Collin 
County

2   Lake Forest Drive expansion
The city will widen Lake Forest Drive from 
two lanes to four lanes from Wilmeth 
Road to Bloomdale Road. A portion of 
Bloomdale east of the intersection of 
Bloomdale and Lake Forest will also be 
reconstructed. As of mid-September 
crews are performing rough excavation 
and installing stormwater-protection 
facilities. 

Timeline: September-June
Cost: $3.7 million
Funding sources: city of McKinney, 
Collin County

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area Compiled by Marthe Rennels
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RECENT STORM DAMAGE?
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED TOP TO BOTTOM

Roo� ng | Windows | Gutters | Painting and more!

Like us on Facebook

SAVE UP TO $500
when you mention this ad!
with an order of $5,000 or more. Must mention Community 

Impact to redeem. Call for details.

Call Us Today for a FREE, 
No Obligation Estimate!

972.377.8188

  Your Neighborhood
  Roofer!

4900 Preston Rd, Suite 101, Frisco • www.townandcountryroo� ngdfw.com
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Area chambers of commerce join
lawsuit against new overtime rule
By Marthe Rennels 

On Sept. 20, chambers of commerce 
from McKinney, Allen-Fairview, 
Plano and Frisco joined over 50 Texas 
businesses and organizations in tak-
ing legal action against a U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor overtime rule, which 
goes into effect Dec. 1.

Texas and national business orga-
nizations, led by the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers and the Texas 
Association of Business, filed a lawsuit 
in U.S. District Court that alleges 
the new overtime rule will negatively 
impact businesses. The legal challenge 
alleges the federal government “went 
too far in the new regulation.”

“Our board [decided] to join this 
lawsuit because of the widespread 
impact it will have on business, espe-
cially small businesses,” said McKin-
ney Chamber of Commerce President, 
Lisa Hermes. “It is important that we 
represent our members and believe 
joining a coalition with chambers and 
associations across the nation is an 
important step in giving the McKin-
ney business community a voice on 
this issue.”

The rule changes the salary thresh-
old for those who are exempt from 
receiving mandatory overtime pay. 
Currently, full-time, salaried workers 
making $23,660 or more per year do 
not qualify for overtime pay. Under 

BUSINESS

the new rule, that salary level changes 
to $47,476 or more per year Dec. 1.

The DOL said 4.6 million U.S. 
employees currently exempt from 
overtime pay would receive overtime 
protection under the rule, which the 
department argues would help work-
ers receive fair compensation for their 
work.

U.S. Secretary of Labor Thomas 
Perez said in a statement that he 
expects the rule to withstand legal 
scrutiny, dismissing the lawsuit as a 
partisan attempt to undermine the 
Obama administration’s labor poli-
cies.

“Despite the sound legal and 
policy footing on which the rule is 
constructed, the same interests that 
have stood in the way of middle-class 
Americans getting paid when they 
work extra are continuing their 
obstructionist tactics,” Perez said.

The new overtime rule was intended 
to “restore the intent” of the Fair 

Labor Standards Act, whose protec-
tions have eroded, he said.

Randy Johnson, U.S. chamber vice 
president of labor, immigration and 
employee benefits, said in a state-
ment that the policy would result in 
significant new labor costs and cause 
“disruptions” in the labor market.

“The new overtime rule will result 
in salaried professional employees 
being converted to hourly wages, and 
it will reduce workplace flexibility, 
remote electronic access to work and 
opportunities for career advance-
ment,” Johnson said.

The suit states that by setting an 
excessively high salary threshold for 
determining who qualifies as “execu-
tive, administrative and professional 
employees,” the rule departs from the 
intent established by Congress in the 
FLSA. 

The state of Texas also announced 
its own federal lawsuit against the 
rule, joining a coalition of 21 states. 

Salaried workers 
making $23,660 or 
more per year do not 
qualify for overtime pay

On Dec. 1 salary 
level changes to 
$47,476 or more 
per year

4.6 million 
U.S. employees 
impacted

+50 Texas 
businesses 
and organizations 
involved in lawsuit

2 lawsuits 
currently filed 
against DOL 
overtime rule

OVERTIME RULING BY THE NUMBERS
Source: US Department of Labor/Community Impact Newspaper

www.emeraldcottages.com

2551 Alma Road, McKinney | P: (972) 757-7028 | Located next to The Stonefield Assisted Living & Memory Care Community

NEWEST SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
NOW OPEN IN MCKINNEY

“Simplify your life with maintenance-free senior residential living!” 

• Spacious 2 Bedroom, 2 Full-Baths 
with Attached Garage

• Fully Equipped Kitchen with Granite 
and Stainless Appliances Included

• Laundry Room for Full Size  
Washer and Dryer

• Upgraded Finishes Throughout

Leasing Quickly!  
Schedule your tour today!

Going, Going

and

Almost Gone!
Hurry in to experience

McKinney’s Only
Residential-Style

Senior Living Community!
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Council hears possible plan for 
Merritt Homes redevelopment
Potential zone could help pave the way for tax credits
By Marthe Rennels 

During the Sept. 20 City Council 
meeting, Janay Tieken, city housing 
and community development man-
ager, presented a Community Revi-
talization Plan that could realize the 
redevelopment of Merritt Homes.

The 86-unit Merritt Homes com-
plex, located on North Tennessee 
Street north of downtown McKinney, 
was built in the 1960s and has infra-
structure issues, according to McKin-
ney Housing Authority officials.

Newsome Homes is a similar MHA 
property that experienced aging issues 
and deteriorating infrastructure. 
Located south of downtown on SH 5, 
Newsome Homes is being redeveloped 
thanks to a 4 percent tax credit from 
the state and a $1.7 million contribu-
tion from the city.

Tax credits are distributed by 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development to the 
Texas Department of Housing and 

Community Affairs before they are 
distributed to MHA.

There are two types of tax credits 
available: a 4 percent tax credit and a 
9 percent tax credit. Both have specific 
requirements and represent either 4 
percent or 9 percent of the present 
value of the eligible costs of a low- 
income housing project.

According to Tieken, a redevel-
opment project similar to Newsome 
Homes can be accomplished for 
Merritt Homes and could cost the city 
even less.

The Community Revitalization 
Plan, which will be brought back to 
the council for further consideration 
before Jan. 1, outlines a plan that 
would include naming an area around 
downtown McKinney as a revitaliza-
tion area.

The plan would require no upfront 
funding from the city and would 
simply designate the area as one where 
future improvements could be made 

NEWS REPORT

or are currently being made.
Should the city pass the proposed 

plan, Merritt could be eligible for 
a 9 percent tax credit and be short 
roughly $1,500 in funding for the 
remodeling project.

Without the council’s approval 
of the plan, Merritt Homes will not 
qualify for 9 percent tax credits. This 
would leave the 4 percent tax credit 
option and would cause the potential 
redevelopment project to see a funding 
gap of more than $2 million.
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Merritt 
Homes

Merritt Homes complex, located on North Tennessee Street north of  
downtown McKinney, was built in the 1960s and has infrastructure issues.
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www.mckinneywine.com

120 W. Virginia St. 
McKinney, TX

Parking in Rear
(972) 542-4636

Tue-Sat 11-9 pm
Sun 12-4 pm 

A Shop Where People Come to Understand Wine

Global Selection - Concerned Service
Good Prices

CYNTHIA  
ELLIOT  

BOUTIQUE

107 East Virginia  
McKinney, TX

972.562.8004  
www.cynthiaelliot.com

Like us on

Presents 
Park Hurst

Fal l /Winter 2016
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COLLIN COUNTY The North 
Texas Municipal Water District 
is seeking individuals from vari-
ous community and professional 
backgrounds to serve on the steer-
ing committee for the Lavon Lake 
Watershed Protection Plan.

The district held public meetings 
in McKinney and Wylie in Septem-
ber to kick off the creation of the 
plan, which will work to protect the 
491,520 acres of land that water flows 
over on its way to the lake. The water-
shed includes parts of Collin, Fannin, 
Grayson and Hunt counties.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
and the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board is helping the 

district by offering free workshops to 
participants provide an overview of 
water-quality and watershed manage-
ment in Texas. 

The first workshop is set for 8 a.m.-
noon Oct. 13 at Myers Park & Event 
Center, 7117 CR 166, McKinney.

• Total of $409.1 million

• General fund revenue and 
expenditures total $127,705,372

• Adds 44 city staff members 

CITY, COUNTY & SCHOOLS
News from Collin County, McKinney and McKinney ISD Compiled by Kelley Crimmins and Marthe Rennels

Water district seeks public participation 
for Lavon Lake watershed protection plan

County approves 
tax rate, budget

McKinney ISD board 
honors two staffers

City sets tax rate, 
adopts budget for 
2016-17 fiscal year

City names chief 
financial officer

COLLIN COUNTY During the 
Sept. 19 Collin County Commis-
sioners Court meeting, commission-
ers voted to drop the county prop-
erty tax rate 7 percent to $0.208395 
per $100 valuation, which is the 
largest county tax rate cut in 30 
years. Commissioners also approved  
the county’s combined budget of  
$322.7 million. 

MCKINNEY ISD  The district has 
been honoring its school resource 
officers during school board meetings 
this year and continued to do  
so on Sept. 27 when officers Bryant 
Bailey and Mindy Martin were  
recognized for their service to MISD 
students and staff.

Bailey was previously a New  
Orleans police officer for 13 years and 

MCKINNEY  On Sept. 20, City 
Council set the city property tax 
rate and adopted the budget for the 
2016-17 fiscal year. Property owners 
will pay $0.573 per $100 valuation. 
This new rate is intended to keep 
approximately $1.7 million in the 
hands of taxpayers.

MCKINNEY  Mark Holloway  
was selected as chief financial officer 
for the city of McKinney on  
Sept. 20. 

Holloway has been the interim 
CFO since June.

Holloway has more than 16 years 
of experience in government finance 
and previously served as budget 
director and budget manager with 
the city.

Holloway became a certified 
government finance officer in 2007 
through the Government Finance 
Officers Association of Texas. 

He holds a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration from 
McMurry University in Abilene.

NTMWD officials are working to establish the 
Lavon Lake Watershed Protection Plan.
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McKinney City Council
Meetings are scheduled for the first and 
third Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.
City Hall, 222 N. Tennessee St.
972-547-7500.
www.mckinneytexas.org

McKinney ISD board  
of trustees
Meetings are scheduled for the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
McKinney ISD Administration Building, 
#1 Duvall St. • 469-302-4000 
www.mckinneyisd.net 

Collin County 
Commissioners Court
Meetings are generally held Mondays at  
1:30 p.m. 
Jack Hatchell Administration Building,
2300 Bloomdale Road 
972-548-4100 • www.co.collin.tx.us

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_mck

TweetingsMeetings

has been an MISD school resource 
officer for nine years. 

He has spent those years at three 
different campuses and is currently 
serving at McKinney North High 
School.

Martin previously served at the  
Collin County Detention Facility 
before becoming a school resource 
officer at MISD, a role she has held for 
11 years. 

She has also served three different 
MISD campuses and is currently sta-
tioned at McKinney High School.

Officer Bryant Bailey was recognized for his 
service to MISD by the school board Sept. 27.
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FY 2016-17 BUDGET

Worship with us this Sunday!
Enjoy a free cookie on us at Nations Coffee. 

Download your coupon here: ImpactMcKinney.com

2801 Orchid Drive, McKinney, TX 75070

9:30 & 11:15 am
11:15 en Español 
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Use or Lose Your
Insurance Benefits

Before Year End!
Jonathan Sher, OD

2770 Virginia Parkway, Suite 101
McKinney, TX 75071

972.542.2269 • mckinneytso.com

CARING FOR
THE EYES OF TEXAS Since 1936
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ELECTION GUIDE
Compiled by Joe Lanane and Marthe Rennels

November election
Presidential and vice presidential candidates

Tim Kaine Mike Pence William Weld Ajamu BarakaHillary Clinton Donald Trump Gary Johnson Jill Stein 

* - Incumbent; D - Democrat; G - Green Party; L - Libertarian; R - Republican; Write-in candidates will not 
appear on the ballot but can be voted for by writing the candidate’s name in the write-in candidate space. 

Democrat Republican Libertarian Green Party

U.S. House 

Texas District 3

Sam Johnson, R 
Adam P. Bell, D
Scott Jameson, L
Paul Blair, G 

Texas House 

State House representatives are 
elected to serve two-year terms.

Texas District 70

Scott Sanford, R
John Bryant, D
Rachel Wester, L
Emmett Merwin, G

Statewide

Texas Railroad 
Commission

Railroad commissioners are 
elected to six-year terms. 

Texas Railroad Commission

Wayne Christian, R
Mark Miller, L
Martina Salinas, G
Grady Yarbrough, D
Supreme Court of Texas

State justices are elected to six-
year terms.

Texas Supreme Court, Place 3

Mike Westergren, D 

Debra Lehrmann, R
Kathie Glass, L
Rodolfo Rivera Munoz, G

Texas Supreme Court, Place 5

Paul Green, R
Dori Contreras Garza, D
Tom Oxford, L
Charles E. Waterbury

Texas Supreme Court, Place 9

Eva Guzman, R
Savannah Robinson, D
Don Fulton, L
Jim Chisholm, G

Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals

Appeals court justices are elected 
to six-year terms.

Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals presiding judge, 
Place 2

Mary Lou Keel, R
Lawrence “Larry” Meyers, D
Mark Ash, L
Adam King Blackwell Reposa, G

Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals presiding judge, 
Place 5

Scott Walker, R
Betsy Johnson, D
William Bryan Strange III, L
Judith Sanders-Castro, G

Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals presiding judge, 
Place 6

Candidates were selected based 
on the elections taking place 
within this newspaper’s coverage 
area. Uncontested races are not 
listed. Collin County voters are 
allowed to vote on Election Day 
at any polling location in Collin 
County. Go to co.collin.tx.us for a 
complete list of polling locations.

Last day to register to vote: Oct. 11
First day of early voting: Oct. 24
Last day of early voting: Nov. 4
Election Day: Nov. 8

IMPORTANT DATES

Source: Collin County/Community Impact Newspaper

Michael E. Keasler, R
Robert Burns, D
Mark W. Bennett, L

5th Court of Criminal Appeals, 
Place 4

Lana Myers, R
Gena Slaughter, D

5th Court of Criminal Appeals, 
Place 7

David John Schenck, R
Dennise Garcia, D

Collin County

Sheriff

Jim Skinner, R
Daniel St. Clair, L

Constable, Precinct 1

Shane Williams, R
Mark Wester, L

District judge, 416th Judicial 
District 

Andrea Thompson, R
Daniel R. Correa, L

POLLING LOCATIONS

EARLY VOTING

Collin County early voting dates/times
Oct. 24-28, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Oct. 29, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Oct. 30, 1-6 p.m.; Oct. 31-Nov. 4, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

McKinney early voting polling locations
• Collin College—Central Park Campus,  

2200 W. University Drive
• Collin College—Higher Education Center,  

3452 Spur 399

• Collin County Elections Office, 2010 Redbud 
Blvd.

• Gay Library, 6861 W. Eldorado Parkway
• McKinney Fire Station No. 7, 861 S. 

Independence Parkway
• Old Settlers Recreation Center, 1201 E. 

Louisiana St. 

ELECTION DAY

Collin County Election Day voting dates/times
Nov. 8, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

McKinney Election Day voting locations
• Collin College—Central Park Campus,  

2200 W. University Drive
• Collin College—Higher Education Center,  

3452 Spur 399
• Collin County Elections Office, 2010 Redbud 

Blvd.
• Dowell Middle School, 301 S. Ridge Road
• Dr Pepper Star Center—Champions Café,  

6993 Stars Ave.
• Eldorado Country Club, 2604 Country Club 

Drive

• John and Judy Gay Library, 6861 W. Eldorado 
Parkway

• McKinney Fire Station No. 7,  
861 Independence Parkway

• McKinney Senior Recreation Center, 1400 S. 
College St.

• Old Settlers Recreation Center, 1201 E. 
Louisiana St.

• Stonebridge United Methodist Church, 1800 
S. Stonebridge Drive

KEEP JUSTICE DAVID SCHENCK

“Republican Justice David Schenck is 
arguably the most qualifi ed Justice who’s 
ever sat on the Fifth Court of Appeals.”

—Texas Lawyer Magazine, July 2016

Publicly Endorsed By: Governor Greg Abbott, The Dallas Morning News, Former Texas Supreme 
Court Chief Justices Tom Phillips and Wallace Jeff erson, and Texas Medical Association.

Please check out
www.keepjusticeschenck.com

for a full list of endorsements. 

Pol. Adv. paid for by Justice Schenck Campaign | Christopher Kratovil, Treasurer. In compliance with the voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act.
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15 Halloween at the Heard
Hosted by the Heard Natural 

Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary, 
the event is a safe environment for 
children to enjoy trick-or-treating along 
the “Dinosaurs Live!” life-size animatronic 
dinosaurs trail. There is a presentation 
of a family-friendly movie on the Heard’s 
outdoor amphitheater stage and a trail 
detour through the “Haunted Forest” 
and “Ghost Town.” Children ages 12 and 
younger may also participate in a costume 
contest. 6-10 p.m. Free (children ages 2 
and younger), $10 (children ages 3-12), 
$15 (guests 13 and older). Heard Natural 
Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary, 1 
Nature Place, McKinney. 972-562-5566.  
www.heardmuseum.org/halloween

21 ‘An Evening with Adrian Legg’ 
concert

Presented by the Guitar Sanctuary, Adrian 
Legg performs two intimate 45-minute 
sets with a brief intermission. 7 p.m. 
(doors open), 8 p.m. (event begins). $20 
(reserved seats downstairs), $100 (for 
4-person VIP table in front of stage). The 
Sanctuary, 6633 Virginia Parkway,  
Ste. 102, McKinney. 972-540-9293.  
www.thesanctuarymckinney.com/concerts

21 ‘The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show’

The McKinney Performing Arts Center 
presents “The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show,” an R-rated film. Sweethearts 
Brad and Janet are stuck with a flat tire. 
They discover an eerie mansion and 
meet a house full of characters. 9 p.m. 
$10 (per person), $10 (additional fee for 
prop kit). Courtroom Theater at McKinney 
Performing Arts Center, 111 N. Tennessee 
St., McKinney. 214-544-4630.  
www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.org

21  and 29  
Chestnut Square’s Ghostwalk

Tickets include maps and storytellers 
at each site who share legends and 
paranormal history. Tickets are for both 
nights. 6-10 p.m. Free (children ages 3 
and younger), $5 (children ages 4-12), $15 
(adults before Oct. 21), $20 (adult, night 
of). Chestnut Square Historic Village,  
315 S. Chestnut St., McKinney.  
972-562-8790. 
www.chestnutsquare.org

October

06 Passionate Hearts for 
McKinney Arts Gala

Benefiting the 116-year old Heard-Craig 
Center for the Arts and the McKinney 
Arts & Music Guild, the gala is a sit-down 
dinner with artists, art giveaways, music 
and dancing following a golf tournament 
at 1 p.m. 7-11 p.m. (gala). $150 (individual 
ticket), sponsorship and combination 
tickets also available. El Dorado Country 
Club, 2604 Country Club Drive, McKinney.  
972-569-6909. 
www.heartsformckinneyarts.org

07 through 15  
‘The Hallelujah Girls’

Presented by the McKinney Repertory 
Theater, the comedy follows a group of 
feisty females in Eden Falls, Georgia, as 
they decide to shake up their lives. 8 p.m. 
(Oct. 7, 8, 14, 15), 2:30 p.m. (Oct. 9, 15).  
$13 (children), $15 (students and seniors), 
$18 (adults). Courtroom Theater at 
McKinney Performing Arts Center, 111 N. 
Tennessee St., McKinney. 214-544-4630.  
https:/mckinneyperformingartscenter.org

08 Music in Motion-Rhythms of 
Pen & Brush

Artists, musicians and poets join in a day 
of creative collaboration with music from 
bluegrass to classical. Artists work through 
the day with an art exhibit, poetry readings 
and workshops. The keynote speaker is 
Texas Poet Laureate Karla Morton.  
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Free. Ruschhaupt 
Reception Hall in McKinney Performing 
Arts Center, 111 N. Tennessee St., 
McKinney. 214-544-4630.  
www.musicinmotiontx.com

09 National Fossil Day 
celebration

Hosted by the Dallas Paleontological 
Society, visitors learn about ancient 
teeth, see casts of animals and become a 
member of the PIT crew (paleontologists 
in training). Participants may bring their 
own fossils to have them identified and 
may receive a free fossil while supplies 
last. 1:30-4 p.m. Free (with museum 
general admission). Heard Natural Science 
Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary,  
1 Nature Place, McKinney. 972-562-5566.  
www.heardmuseum.org

CALENDAR
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Compiled by Tara Pohlmeyer

Worth the TRIP
through 9
Southlake Oktoberfest
The festival offers arts and crafts 

booths, live entertainment, food and 
beverages, activities and more. 4-11:30 
p.m. (Fri.), 9 a.m.-11:30 p.m. (Sat.), 1-5:30 
p.m. (Sun.) Free. Southlake Town Square, 
Southlake. 817-481-8200.  
www.oktoberfestsouthlake.com

O C T
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Magnum CompactMagnum CompactMagnum Compact

Learn how our new press works
Printing done in-house at Community Impact Newspaper
In September, Community Impact Newspaper opened its own printing facility adjacent 
to its Pflugerville headquarters. Community Impact Printing prints the company’s 22 
newspapers for the Austin, Dallas and Houston metros. The company’s Goss Magnum 
Compact printing presses are unique because there are only four in the world —in 
Mexico; Sri Lanka; Staten Island, New York; and Pflugerville. 

COMPILED BY AMY DENNEY | ILLUSTRATIONS BY ANGIE CALDERON | PHOTO BY DAVID WEAVER

The 36,000-square-foot Community Impact Printing facility is where more 
than 1.6 million newspapers are printed and distributed.

EXPERIENCE THE INTERACTIVE STORY ONLINE AT

4  The platemaker
One plate can hold up to six pages from a newspaper. Four plates are created for each 
six-page section because newspapers are printed in four layers of colored ink  —cyan, 
magenta, yellow and black. Each of the two platemakers can create 24 plates per hour. 

15  The mailbox
The press facility has a Detached 
Mail Unit in which a clerk from the 
Pflugerville Post Office verifies and 
weighs the bundled papers before 
delivery. Newspapers can go straight 
to the post offices that will deliver 

the papers instead of 
going to a sorting facility 
with the rest of the mail.

6  The roll
A technician loads the rolls of 
paper, which are 50 inches wide 
and weigh 1,700 pounds. The 
press can go through up to three 
rolls of paper in 20 minutes.

12  The sticky
At the insert machine, a small 
adhesive advertisement is 
added to the cover while the 
papers are being loaded. 

13  The inserter
Next the inserter drops in the inserts, 
or detached ads, into the center of the 
newspaper. The inserter carries the papers 
on a conveyor with grippers to print the 
address on the back covers of the papers.

14  The strapper
The papers are then bundled into stacks by ZIP code and postal 
carrier route. A cover sheet with details for the postal carrier is 
placed onto the stacks before two plastic bundle straps are added.

5  The laser
A laser engraves digital files onto the plates. The autobender bends the 
edges of the plates and adds a holepunch so the plates may be loaded onto 
the press. The press has an autoloader that can load up to 24 plates within 
90 seconds. Without this automation, it would take 30-40 minutes to load 
the plates by hand.

7  The inking
Once the press is loaded with the plates, rollers apply the four colors of ink and 
water onto each plate. Each plate will stamp a reverse image of the newspaper 
page onto what is called a blanket, which is similar to a rubber stamp. The 
blankets transfer the original view of the images onto both sides of the newsprint.

9  The folder
The long webs of paper are directed into their proper order before the 
chopper cuts the paper every 21.5 inches, or the width of two pages, and 
folds the pages. The two-page sections now resemble a book.

8  The alignment
The press also has an auto-registration feature, which uses cameras to look 
for colored marks printed on each page to make sure the four colors are being 
printed in proper alignment. The press notifies the computer that operates it if 
any marks are out of focus and makes adjustments.

10  The stitcher
The folded sections are dropped on a chain and 
gathered to create the complete paper. The stitcher 
then binds the sections together with staples. 

11  The trimmer
Next the bound paper is picked up into a three-sided trimmer, 
which trims the excess paper to provide smooth edges. The 
trimmed waste is then sent back to the paper mill to be 
recycled into new paper.

1  The content
The production process begins 
with reporters and editors 
conducting interviews with sources 
and writing articles for each 
newspaper. Sales reps meet with 
clients to sell advertisements.

2  The design
Next the reporters meet with graphic 
designers, who use information 
provided by reporters to lay out 
pages and create infographics. 
Designers also create some of the 
advertisements for clients.

3  The prepress
When the paper is laid out, the 
designer sends a digital copy to the 
prepress technician, who prepares 
the pages to be engraved onto 
aluminum plates that will transfer 
the digital files to the newsprint.

FROM MIND TO MAILBOX
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Construction
Continued from | 1

CONSTRUCTION COST INDEX

SKILLED LABOR INDEX

COMMON LABOR INDEX

MATERIAL PRICE INDEX

BUILDING COST INDEX
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The Construction Cost Index is a formula industry professionals 
use to estimate the cost of a set amount of common labor as 
well as the average price of steel, cement and lumber for a 
construction project.

The Materials Cost Index tracks the price movement of 
structural steel, Portland cement and 2 X 4 lumber.

Skilled labor is based on the BCI and tracks union wages plus 
fringe benefits for carpenters, bricklayers and iron workers.

Common labor is based on the CCI and tracks union wages 
plus fringe benefits for laborers.

The Building Cost Index is a formula industry professionals 
use to estimate the cost of a set amount of skilled labor as 
well as the average price of steel, cement and lumber for a 
construction project.

C
O

S
T 

IN
D

E
X

C
O

S
T 

IN
D

E
X

C
O

S
T 

IN
D

E
X

C
O

S
T 

IN
D

E
X

C
O

S
T 

IN
D

E
X

Y E A R S

Y E A R S

Y E A R S

Y E A R SY E A R S

construction costs.
Pogue said a limited workforce leads 

to an overall cost increase for all fac-
ets of a project, including increases in 
materials cost, labor rates, and over-
head.  

“The cost increases are generally 
somewhat cyclical due to the sup-
ply-and-demand side of the equation,” 
Pogue said. “I would expect that there 
will be another correction sometime 
in the future, but for now there is a 
mindset to attempt to make hay while 
the sun is still shining. For now and the 
immediate future, it appears that this 
market is here and will continue.”

According to a recent report released 
by the Associated General Contractors 
of America, two-thirds of construction 
firms nationwide report they are hav-
ing a hard time filling hourly positions 
that represent the bulk of the construc-
tion workforce. 

Meloni McDaniel, president and 
CEO of Texo, the largest commer-
cial contractors association in Texas, 
said the effect of the insufficient labor 
market can be seen in North Texas as 
construction companies vie for both 
skilled and common laborers.

“People are trying to [entice workers 
to leave current jobs] for 50 cents to $4 
more an hour just because they 
just need the bodies so much, 
and they can afford it because they 
have so many projects,” she said. “It 
really is just a simple supply-and-de-
mand equation, and right now the 
demand is high.”

Pogue said construction cost 
increases like the region is seeing today 
have not occurred since the recession 
in 2008, although he said some costs 
are a corrective action to make up for 
the general cost of living and inflation 
costs that were not recovered in the 
past eight years.

Commercial project effect
In May, McKinney ISD voters 

approved a MISD bond that would 
allow MISD to construct a then-esti-
mated $63 million football stadium. 
However, in August—before even 
breaking ground—district officials 
announced construction costs had 
risen $7 million.

Cody Cunningham, MISD chief 
communications and support services 
officer, said the rise in costs came from 
two areas: materials and labor.

“The No. 1 driver of the increase was 
the rise in cost of concrete,” he said.

Cunningham said because of the 

number of construction projects in 
North Texas, there are a limited num-
ber of concrete suppliers who can han-
dle filling requests for projects of this 
size. He said on a project like a stadium, 
concrete needs are significant.

“A lot of these subcontractors are 
booked months out and they are not 
looking for more [work], and in some 
cases they are bringing in workers from 
other markets, which would impact the 
total cost of what we would be paying 
for concrete,” he said. “The company 
we are working with isn’t doing that, 
but that doesn’t mean that there won’t 
be a significant increase in the cost sim-
ply because they can charge more and 
there’s nothing anyone can do about it.”

Frisco officials scaled back construc-
tion on the $39 million Toyota Stadium 
improvement project to fit within its 
original cost estimates. FC Dallas Pres-
ident Dan Hunt said market conditions 
played a major part in the price per 

square footage increase, which jumped 
from an estimated $350 per square foot 
to $511 per square foot in August. 

“The market is really tight right 
now,” he said. “That goes without 
saying. All you have to do is look 
around at all the building that’s hap-
pening. Sometimes we couldn’t get 
the number of bids we wanted on a job 
because everybody’s plate is so full.”

Hunt said there are not enough 
workers in the industry.  

“There are literally not enough trades 
to help complete the work that’s going 
on,” he said. “You’re actually having to 
look outside the Metroplex sometimes 
for different trades to get work done.”

Residential project effect
According to the 400 members of the 

Dallas Builders Association who took 
part in a recent survey, the residential 
construction industry is also desper-
ate for workers, more specifically for 

framers and brick masons. 
“We have more demand than we did 

prior to the recession, and a lot of the 
labor we had at that time is in a dif-
ferent industry,” DBA President Phil 
Crone said. 

Crone said one residential builder 
surveyed said the labor shortage added 
a minimum of three months to his con-
struction schedule, adding that a good 
day was one in which crews were pres-
ent on four of his nine homes under 
construction.

“You are having to pay more for the 
labor, so that is going to be an increase 
of cost for not only the builder, but for 
the consumer as well,” Crone said. 

Crone said the results of the labor 
shortage are costing builders and home-
owners alike. Study results released on 
Sept. 26 showed 80 percent of DBA 
builders surveyed said the labor short-
age was adding at least $4,000 to the 
average home price, and 50 percent of 

CONSTRUCTION  
TRENDS

The Engineering News-Record magazine is used by construction professionals 
to follow construction pricing trends. The ENR gathers pricing information 
from 20 cities across the country to determine an average price for a set 
amount of labor, materials and construction costs. The ENR does not use 
a dollar amount for its pricing estimates but rather a cost index, which is 
reflected in the graphics below.
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builders surveyed said the labor short-
age is adding two months to construc-
tion timelines.

“Builders then have more taxes and 
interest they have to pay because they 
are owning properties longer than they 
should,” he said. “On top of that you 
have a big demand and a short supply 
for labor, and a lot of these contractors 
are asking prices almost double than 
what they were 18-24 months ago just 
because they can, so that obviously 
adds [on] the price of a new home.”

Labor outlook
According to the Engineering News-

Record, a magazine that provides news, 
analysis and data for the construction 
industry, labor costs continue to rise 
throughout the state and the U.S. 

McDaniel said the Dallas-Fort Worth 
and Austin areas are the fastest-grow-
ing areas in the country, and right now 
the  workforce is extremely limited. 

According to the AGC, a study con-
ducted between July 2015-July 2016, 
the number of construction workers 
in Dallas-Fort Worth did not change 
despite the number of new construc-
tion projects taking place in the region.

“Right now our subcontractors are 
squeezed for people,” she said. “So the 
general contractors who have tight 

deadlines are dependent upon them 
to make those deadlines, and they just 
don’t have the people to make it hap-
pen. We get a call once a week from an 
owner who is wanting to build a proj-
ect but can’t get a general contractor to 
return his call because they are so busy 
and in such high demand.”

McDaniel said nationally by 2018 the 
construction industry is projected to be 
short 900,000 skilled laborers, such as 
plumbers and electricians. 

“Our industry took a big hit during 
the recession, and we are definitely not 
recovering from it,” she said. “I know a 
lot of people who have left the architec-
ture and construction industry because 
there wasn’t enough work, and they 
have still not returned to the industry. 
This is going to create a huge gap.”

McDaniel said the commercial mar-
ket is pulling workers from the resi-
dential market, causing the residential 
market to pull from other industries as 
well, which she said is unsustainable for 
the entire construction industry.

Lindsey Juarez contributed to this 
article.

IMPACT ON HOUSING COSTS

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

The National Association of Home Builders said the cost of city regulation has increased more than 30 percent over the past five years and now accounts for an average of $84,000 per home.

DID YOU KNOW?

Builders overwhelmingly 

ranked those ages 35-54 
to be the most common 

homebuyer, followed by 

those ages 55-74 and ages 

18-34.

DID YOU KNOW?

Sources: Engineering News-Record, Collin County Association of Realtors/Community Impact Newspaper

Designed by Xinia Pirkey and Jean Henric
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The following graph shows the median 
home price in both McKinney and 
Collin County.
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The following graph shows the average 
price per square foot of homes in both 
McKinney and Collin County.
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Collin county 
Detention facility

Compiled by Krista Wadsworth 

Beyond the bars

• 1,299 •  
TOTAL BEDS

THE BED  
BREAKDOWN

•183 •  
FEMALE

• 1,116 •  
MALE

• 52 • 
SEGREGATION 

CELLS

• 24 •  
MEDICAL 

BEDS

• 38 •  
SEPARATION 

CELLS

EACH INMATE COSTS THE JAIL 

$69.79 per day

The Collin County Detention Facility 
opened in spring 1994. The facility 
was designed to be able to add 
clusters to house more inmates as the 
jail population grew. The facility has 
four clusters—each of which contain 
four pods. Inmates are assigned to 
specific pods, where they primarily 
stay throughout their time in the 
facility. The facility can be expanded 
by two more clusters.

ADDITIONAL BEDS/HOUSING

Sources: Collin County, city of McKinney, U.S. 
Census Bureau/Community Impact Newspaper

The county purchased a 292-acre tract 
that now houses the jail, sheriff ’s office, 
courthouse, administration building, 
animal services and county services.

The Collin County Detention Facil-
ity opened in 1994 with 536 beds and 
a plan to add on to it as needed, Box 
said. The facility—attached to the Collin 
County Sheriff ’s Office by a breezeway—
was designed with one building for jail 
services and a series of other buildings 
called clusters. Each cluster is made up 
of four pods, where inmates are housed.

The jail facility opened with two clus-
ters, and as the jail population grew, two 
clusters were added along with a new 
minimum-security facility.

“When we first opened the build-
ing, every five years we were adding on 
another cluster of 288 beds. That stopped 
several years ago,” Box said.

The latest cluster—the fourth—opened 
in 2007, and despite Collin County’s sig-
nificant growth in the past decade, Box 
said he does not think the jail will need 
to add another cluster for at least another 
four to five years.

Trending against the population
The highest the jail population has 

been was 1,013 inmates in 2011. For the 
first six months of 2016, the jail popula-
tion averaged 897 inmates.

Jail Administrator Charles Adams said 
an agreement with the Collin County 
District Attorney’s office and the  court 
system put more priority on jail cases, 
which helped bring down the inmate 
population to a more manageable count 
after 2011.

While the population of Collin 

County increased about 17 percent from  
2010-15, the average yearly jail popula-
tion has decreased by almost 4 percent 
during the same time frame, according 
to sheriff ’s office records.

Neither Box nor Adams said they can 
pinpoint the reason for the growth dis-
crepancy between the county and the 
jail populations, but both said their best 
guess is because of demographics.

“Our [jail] admissions are down, but 
the county continues to grow,” Adams 
said. “I think a lot of that could have to 
do with the robust economy we have here 
in Collin County right now. The county 
itself is a fairly wealthy county when you 
look at the demographics, so I think that 
contributes to it.”

Box said although there is plenty of 
crime in Collin County, the jail has 
worked to put in processes in the DA’s 
office and court system to be able to 
monitor cases and ensure inmates are 
moving through the system and not sit-
ting in jail.

The city of McKinney contracts with 
the county for its jail services, something 
McKinney Police Chief Greg Conley said 
is not uncommon in Texas. He said Dal-
las and Houston have similar arrange-
ments.

“We are fortunate in being the county 
seat with the county jail located here,” 
Conley said. “It is a convenient option 
for us. It is cheaper for us to pay the 
county to house our prisoners than for 
us to build a jail facility and staff it. The 
high cost of building and maintaining 
the facility, staffing and inmate care is 
best handled by our contract with the 
county. The city also reduces its potential 

Jail
Continued from | 1
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Collin county detention facility 
average daily jail population by year
Collin County’s population growth has consistently outpaced the growth of the Collin 
County Detention Facility. From 2000-15, the inmate population increased 46 percent, 
while the Collin County population increased by nearly 83 percent.
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This chart shows the number inmates from McKinney housed in the Collin County 
Detention Facility. The figures do not include repeat offenders.
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liability from jail operations.”
Conley said the city of McKinney bud-

gets $120,000 per year to cover the cost 
of housing arrestees.

“Once a person has been arrested our 
concern is that they are housed safely 
with proper care and the county jail pro-
vides quality service in a cost-effective 
and efficient manner,” he said. 

Regardless of future growth, the Col-
lin County Detention Facility is in a 
position to expand, Box said. Two more 
housing clusters can be added to the 
existing complex, and the minimum-se-
curity facility can be doubled in size.. 
Long-term plans include another hous-
ing complex east of the current facility.

Direct supervision
The facility is operated as a direct- 

supervision facility, which means that 
rather than having inmates locked up 
behind bars, inmates are free to roam 
their pods during the day as long as they 
follow jail rules. Inmates are constantly 
supervised by deputies.

Inmates are first placed into a 

classification pod where they learn jail 
rules. They are then transferred to a 
general population pod already under-
standing, and are already aware of what 
is expected of them.

“What ends up happening is that by 
having those rules and having those offi-
cers in the pod who are constantly moni-
toring those rules and making sure those 
inmates understand our expectations, 
then the inmates begin to feel safer,” 
Adams said. “When a person feels safer, 
they aren’t going to act out as much.”

The jail was the first in Texas to adopt 
the direct-supervision jail style—a style 
Collin County adopted after officials 
toured another such facility in Reno, 
Nevada, before beginning construction. 

The jail now serves as an example for 
counties throughout the U.S. wanting to 
build direct-supervision jails, Box said.
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Market Pulse-August
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Market Data comparison Aug. new listings

Collin County

McKinney
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337
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 2015  vs.   2016

Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real Estate 
Information System (NTREIS)

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact Newspaper 
assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Southern Hills at Craig Ranch

Build-out year: n/a

Builders include: Ashton Woods

Square footage: 2,188-4,641

Home values: $350,000-$560,000

Amenities: TPC Golf Course, Cooper Fitness 
Center at Craig Ranch, nearby parks, ball fields

Schools: Southern Hills students attend  
Frisco ISD.

Ask an interior designer
Local interior designer Kaci Lyford provides design 
tips where to start decorating for new homeowners 
as well as how to stage the home to sell for sellers. 

Kaci Lyford 
Interior designer 

When someone purchases 
a new home and wants to 
update their furniture, in 
what room should they start 
in order to make the biggest 
impact?
The biggest impact room is always 
the Family Room.  It’s where we 
spend most of our time and where 
we invite guests to sit and visit.  If this 
room looks nice, we feel good about 
our house and encourage visitors.
Look at each piece of furniture, and 
if you don’t love it, now is the time to 
find another place for it.  Do without 
until you can afford to get the piece 
you will love.  You may find you enjoy 
having the extra space in the room.  
You may be able to use a favorite 

By Marthe Rennels

chair or chest from another room in 
your new living room.  Don’t be afraid 
to move things around.  New lamps 
and throw pillows can totally change 
the mood of the room.

What are some everyday 
design tips individuals can 
use to keep their homes fresh 
and on-trend?
I like to refresh my home every 
season.  Fall brings dried botanicals 
and earthy accents.  Bring pottery 
and books out on display.  Wool 
throws and rugs and cozy pillows 
are more welcome in the Winter.  I 
change the rugs to Sisal in the Spring 
and Summer and always have fresh 
flowers and fruit in bowls.

Southern Hills features 40-60 foot lots 
located near Custer Road and SH 121. The 
development offers access to nearby retail 
and is bordered by TPC Golf Course. 

Southern Hills featured three different home 
series at three different price points.

LOOK BETTER | FEEL BETTER
PERFORM BETTER

2851 CRAIG DR. SUITE 201 D, MCKINNEY, TX
WWW.EIGHTEENEIGHT.COM • (469) 294-1880

  NOW OPENEldorado plaza
Next to trader joe's

Receive A  Free Haircut
On Your Second Visit

(Ask For Details)

FDA-cleared 

treatment paid 

by Medicare and 

most insurance 

companies

Call Now! FREE Consultation 
to the First 20 Callers!!! 
972.542.5879

270 Redbud Blvd #100, McKinney, TX
bluediamondphysmed.com

Are you suffering from 

KNEE 
PAIN?

• NO SURGERY • NO STEROIDS • NO DOWNTIME



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

Retail gun Sales • Certified Armorer • we Repair all models of firearms

214.856.3976

1971 UNIVERSITY BUSINESS DR.
SUITE 109 | MCKINNEY, TX

10% 
discount
when you mention this ad

20% off 
for servicemen & women every day

Training:
• license to carry (LTC)

• Build Your Own AR, 1911, &
   Long-Range Precision Rifle

N. Custer Rd. 

E. University Dr. 
380

Coit Rd.

FM
 5312

U-HAUL

1911Academy.com

Beauty & Fitness
The Max Challenge ............................. 26

Dining
Bennys Bagels & Deli .......................... 24
Bien Salsa .......................................... 24
Brother’s Pizza .................................... 25
Cookies in Bloom ................................ 25
Marco’s Pizza ..................................... 26
Nom Noms Mexican Grill & Chill .......... 25
Planet Smoothie ................................. 26

Professional services
Storm Guard Restoration ..................... 24

Retail
Dobson Floors Flooring America .......... 27
Experimac .......................................... 24
Orisons Art & Framing ......................... 24
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FREE
bagel with 

cream cheese
with purchase of any 

bagel of equal or greater 
value

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
11/2/2016.

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
11/2/2016.

FREE
combo 

(chips & large 
fountain soda)

with any lunch sandwich 
purchase

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
11/2/2016.

10% 
OFF

any purchase
of $10 or more

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
11/2/2016.

FREE
breakfast  
sandwich

with purchase of 3 
breakfast sandwiches of 

equal or greater value

5100 W. Eldorado Pkwy., Ste. 104
McKinney • 972-540-7707

www.bennysbagels.com

McKinney’s Best Bagels!

Catering available!

traditional 
mexican cuisine 
faithful to the 
true flavors of 

mexico

Brunch on Sundays
from 10:30am to 3pm

119 W. Virginia St. • McKinney • 214.548.4258 • www.biensalsa.com
(Located in Historic Downtown McKinney)

HOURS: Tuesday - Thursday from  
11am - 2:30pm, 5pm - 9pm 
Friday and Saturday from  

11am - 10pm
Sunday from 10:30am - 3 pm

complementary 
dessert with  

entree purchase
Not Valid on Lunch Combos or 

To Go Orders. Exp 11/2/16.

Host your 
private event 

with us

We buy, sell, and trade pre-owned Apple® devices!
Same Day Service • Repairs and Upgrades While You Wait

10% OFF
ANY REPAIR OR IN-STOCK 

ITEM UP TO $50
Cannot be combined with other offers. Must 

present coupon to redeem. Expires 12/31/2016

2960 Eldorado Pkwy. #25 
McKinney, Tx 75070 • (469) 714.4014 Ha
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Eldorado Pkwy.

75

Same Day Service • Repairs and Upgrades While You Wait

McKinney, Tx 75070 • 

Same Day Service • Repairs and Upgrades While You WaitSame Day Service • Repairs and Upgrades While You Wait

McKinney, Tx 75070 • 

90 Day 
Guarantee 

Ask for 
Details The use of Apple Inc.’s trademarks does not represent an affiliation with, or endorsement or 

sponsorship by Apple Inc. of Experimac. Apple® is a registered trademark of Apple Inc.

Check out our website and 
Facebook page for our  
inventory and specials

www.experimac.com/mckinney-tx
www.facebook.com/ExperimacMcKinney

214-865-6598

307 S. McDonald St. • Suite 500 A • McKinney, TX 75069
www.StormGuard-McKinney.com

CALL TODAY!

STORM DAMAGE REPAIR IN NORTH TEXAS

FREE  
INSPECTION

Must present coupon.  
Expires 11/2/16

$100 OFF  
AN UPGRADE

Applies to complete  
projects. Call for details. 

Must present coupon.  
Expires 11/2/16

PROPERTY DAMAGE INSPECTION  |  ROOFING  |  SIDING  |  WINDOWS  
GUTTERS  |  PAINTING  |  EMERGENCY TARPING
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Single scoop of 
homemade ice 

cream

Chips & queso or 
guacamole

One offer per v is i t .  Can’ t  combine 
with any other of fer .  Val id thru 

May 05, 2016. 

One of fer  per v is i t .  Can’ t  combine 
with any other of fer .  Val id thru 

May 05, 2016. 

40+

Made
Fresh!

Homemade
ice cream

flavors

November 2, 2016

With purchase of entree. One offer 
per visit. Can’t combine with any 

other offer. Valid thru 
November 2, 2016

With purchase of entree.

972-569-8383
2001 Central Circle, #107, McKinney • cookiesinbloom.com

18% OFF
cookie baskets  

$30 and up
McKinney Store Only

11/2/16

Buy 2 Gourmet 
Cookies, Get 2 

FREE
McKinney Store Only

11/2/16

Celebrating 18 years 
in McKinney.  

Thank you!

Family owned & operated

SERVING MCKINNEY NEW YORK STYLE PIZZA
FOR 12 YEARS!

6150 Eldorado, #180, 
McKinney, TX 75070 

(Located in Market Street 
Shopping Center)

972-548-4900

 Closed Mondays • BYOB 
www.brotherspizzapasta.com

$2 OFF
PASTA LUNCH SPECIAL

FREE
GARLIC KNOTS

Dine in or Carry  
out only. Not valid  
on delivery or in  

conjunction with other offers. 
Expires 11/2/16.

With purchase of any order. 
Dine in or Carry out only. Not 

valid on delivery or in  
conjunction with other offers. 

Expires 11/2/16.

Eldorado Pkwy.
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FOR ORDERS OVER $10

WE DELIVER!
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11/2/16.

$1 OFF 
Any Smoothie

2741 Virginia Parkway #700
1/2 mile west of North Central Expressway

WE DELIVER (limited area)

214-592-0772
online ordering at

marcos.com

1 Large Specialty  
Pizza and 1 Large 
1 Topping Pizza

Subs • Salads • Desserts

$21.99 Offer expires
11/2/16.  
Coupon code 
HD2268

2 Medium 1  
Toppings, Cheezy 
Bread and a 2 Ltr

$20.99 Offer expires
11/2/16.    
Coupon code 
HD188

XLARGE 
2 Topping Pizza

$12.99 Offer expires
11/2/16.   
Coupon code 
HD26

Virginia Pkwy.

Jordan Rd.

75

Best of McKinney 
2015 

Pizza Restaurant

Gluten Free Crust N
ow A

va
ila
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4100 Eldorado Pkwy. Suite 200, McKinney, TX 75070  
(469) 573-4MAX • www.themaxchallenge.com

EXPERIENCE THE MAX 
FOR YOURSELF. ATTEND 

A FREE CLASS IN THE 
MORNING OR EVENING.

REAL PEOPLE... 
REAL RESULTS!

$100 OFF  
Normal 10 Week 

 Challenge Enrollment
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* Pricing is carpet only.  Sale pricing cannot be combined with any other offer,  coupon or discount and does not include tax.

469-287-1945
8810 Lebanon Road, Frisco

Open Monday - Sunday

* Pricing is carpet only.  Sale pricing cannot be combined with any other offer,  coupon or discount and does not include tax.

$2.49sq. ft.

Edgy Chic

Regular $4.15 sq. ft.

$2.95sq. ft.

Sharp Charisma

Regular $4.89 sq. ft.

$3.59sq. ft.

Studio Inspired

Regular $5.99 sq. ft.

$4.39sq. ft.

Amazing Approach

Regular $7.29 sq. ft.
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