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Now Open, Coming Soon

13 DINING FEATURE
Dart Bowl Cafe

28 PEOPLE
Homelessness survivor Sam Espinosa

10-1 council report: Governance system taking shape 2 years in

SoCo changes fuel identity concerns

South Congress Avenue is recognizable by its iconic storefronts, such as the Austin Motel and 
Snack Bar. The restaurant will close Oct. 30 following the sale to Greenfield Partners LLC. 

By Marie Albiges
When Ron and Yasbel Flores told 

their friends they were moving to the 
South Congress area 18 years ago, they 
said their friends called them crazy. 

“You didn’t really walk down South 
Congress [Avenue],” said Ron Flores, 
who described the now-quirky, vibrant 

tourist destination as somewhat of a red 
light district when he and his wife first 
moved to the area.  

The couple said back then, the Hotel 
San Jose had hourly rates, Hopdoddy 
Burger Bar was a car dealership, and 
an X-rated movie theater stood at the 
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Ora Houston

Houston was the only member of 
council to vote against the resolution 
calling for a Nov. 8 ballot measure for 
the $720 million mobility bond.

Top issue: stablize ‘historic’ communi-
ties, invest in employment

Committees led: Economic Oppor-
tunity (vice-chair), Health and Human 
Services (chair)

Leslie Pool

Pool served in the Travis County Consta-
ble’s Office prior to being elected.

Top issue: changes to FEMA flood 
maps

Committees led: Audit and Finance (vice 
chair); Open Space, Environment and 
Sustainability (chair)

Ann Kitchen

An attorney and health care consul-
tant, Kitchen’s professional career has 
centered on improving health care 
access for women and families.

Top issue: flood mitigation, traffic/
transportation, affordability

Committees led: Housing and 
Community Development (vice-chair), 
Mobility (chair)

Sheri Gallo

Gallo has owned real estate firm 
Private Properties Inc. since 1981.

Top issue: affordability—taxes and 
utilities increasing

Committees led: Austin Energy Utility 
Oversight (chair), Mobility  
(vice-chair)

Sabino “Pio” Renteria

A lifetime East Austin resident, Renteria 
is retired from IBM Corp., where he 
had a 34-year career.

Top issue: “Two words: affordable 
housing”

Committees led: Housing and Com-
munity Development (chair), Planning 
and Neighborhoods (vice-chair)

Mayor Pro Tem  
Kathie Tovo

Tovo has served since before 10-1. 
Since her election she has sponsored 
or cosponsored 203 resolutions.

Top issue: housing costs and  
homelessness

Committees led: Audit and Finance 
(chair), Health and Human Ser-
vices,(vice-chair)

Austin City Council’s district representation Nearly two years after voters chose the first geographically elected—except for the mayor—council in Austin’s history, 
the so-called 10-1 system is taking hold. Local council members indicated the top issue in their respective districts. 

By JJ Velasquez
Nearly two years after Austin voters 

elected 10 council members from newly 
drawn geographical districts, voters are 
faced with the possibility of replacing 

nearly half of the expanded City Council.
During this election season, five 

council members who randomly drew 
two-year terms—which done so 10-1 
council members’ terms would be 

staggered and the entire council would 
not be up for election at once—will 
have to be re-elected to build on the 
work they achieved since the incep-
tion of the 10-1 system. Prior to 10-1, 

1097

1 3 5

Map not to scale

six council members and a mayor were 
elected at-large, or citywide.

So how well has the council served 
Austin residents in the past two years?
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If you only had time to 
drive down one street in 
Austin to capture the city’s 
funky, laid-back vibe, 
many Austinites would 
direct you to South Con-
gress Avenue. The strip of 
businesses just south of 
the river is so iconic that 
when “Jimmy Kimmel 
Live” broadcasted from 
our city, the show recre-
ated several neon signs 

from SoCo to serve as his backdrop. National attention 
like this has no doubt contributed to the city’s bustling 
growth and changing landscape, but some question 
whether Austin’s offbeat nature can keep tempo.

Change is a common theme in this month’s issue. As 
one of our cover stories digs into the new developments 

Deeda Payton Lovett
GENERAL MANAGER

dlovett@communityimpact.com

set to replace several well-known storefronts on the 
South Congress corridor, another front-page story 
provides a report on our 10-1 council, as half the 
dais appears on the ballot for re-election. Voters will 
ultimately decide how much more change our city’s 
governing body will undergo.

As Austin grows, so are our operations at  
Community Impact Newspaper. Within the past 
month we opened our own printing plant; the words 
you are reading now were put to paper in Pflugerville. 
Learn about our new printing facility on pages 32-33. 
We continue to be locally owned and -operated and 
appreciate your readership as we, like Central Austin, 
work to keep up with growth.
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READER COMMENTS
Gondola proposal picks up speed after mobility agen-
cies, city of Austin agree to fund $15K feasibility study 
(Posted Sept. 28)

“Fantastic idea; I’ve seen it work in other cities. This is the kind 
of outside-the-box thinking we need to fix the mess we are in.”

—Edgar Barguiarena

“How about public transit that actually makes sense like more 
commuter trains to other outlying suburbs? ... This option is 
just a waste of time and money.”  

—John Collins

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How has your political 
representation changed under 
Austin City Council’s 10-1 system?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/cta-poll.

What proposed Capital Metro 
service changes would you like to 
see implemented?

  25% 

  23.44%

  20.31%

  17.19%

                   14.06%
Results from an unscientific web survey collected 9/20/16-10/18/16

A front-page story in September’s edition reported on 
changes proposed in Capital Metro’s upcoming Connec-
tions 2025 plan.
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Samuel Espinosa, homelessness 
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Local film festivals boost city
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Increase frequency on local bus routes

Implement new Express bus service

Increase frequency on 
MetroRapid bus routes
Add circulators at developments 
such as The Domain

Consolidate the fare 
structure to one price
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cooking classes. 512-350-2895.  
http://prelogs.com

Relocation

8  Modern furniture store Design 
Within Reach closed its downtown 
location at 200 W. Second St., Austin, 
in mid-August and relocated to 
Domain Northside at 11800 Domain 
Blvd., Ste. 170, Austin. 512-582-1336. 
www.dwr.com

Central Austin

Now Open

9  The Factory Cafe opened Oct. 7 at 
7718 Burnet Road, Austin. The coffee 
shop, owned by local couple Wendy 
Wu and Wallace Kusumo, serves 
gourmet coffee, fried chicken and 
waffles, daily housemade pastries and 
Nutella banana waffles in addition to 
beer and wine on tap. The cafe does 
not provide Wi-Fi. 512-888-9766 

10  King & Rose Optical opened 
Oct. 1 at 6701 Burnet Road, Ste. C2, 
Austin. The eyeglass store curates a 
selection of independent-label and 
artisan eyewear as well as sunglasses. 
737-484-1512. www.kingandrose.com 

11  Westlake Dermatology opened 
Oct. 17 in Lamar Central at 3800 N. 
Lamar Blvd., Ste. 155, Austin, and is 
the Austin company’s eighth location. 
The new space includes six treatment 
rooms and a retail area for skincare 
and cosmetic products. 512-617-9200.  
www.westlakedermatology.com

12  Twenty-year Austin resident Jason 
Campagna opened Campagna Napoli, 
a luxury men’s clothing store, in Lamar 
Central, 3800 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin, 
Sept. 24. The shop offers men’s clothing 
and accessories. 512-789-7626.  
www.campagnanapoli.com

13  Co-working space Link Flex 
opened in August at 2301 W. Anderson 
Lane, Austin. The 5,000-square-foot 
space has 20 private, furnished offices 
that customers can rent month-to-
month. Link Flex also has a kitchen, 
two meeting rooms and other 
communal spaces. In 2017, a retail and 
event space will open. 737-529-6828.  
www.linkcoworking.com/locations/
linkflex

14  With a passion for antiques and 
flea market finds, Rebekka Adams 
opened Bloomers and Frocks, a 

Downtown

Now Open

1  Nancy Palma and James Jackson 
Leache opened Belgian-inspired bar 
Mort Subite at 308 Congress Ave., 
Austin, on Sept. 27. The bar offers 
more than 20 beers on tap—primarily 
Belgian imports with a few local 
selections—in addition to more than 40 
bottled offerings. www.mortsubite.com

2  Staffing agency Creative Circle 
opened its 27th US location at 111 
Congress Ave., Austin, on Sept. 6. 
Creative Circle matches companies 
with advertising, digital and 
marketing professionals.  
512-975-7171. www.creativecircle.com 

Coming Soon

3  Finley’s Barber Shop will open a 
new retail concept called Apotheke in 
November at 209 W. Third St., Austin. 
The store will offer products for men—
such as cologne, belts, ties, gourmet 
hair products and watches—and will 
form a horseshoe shape around Cathy’s 
Cleaners to connect to Finley’s Barber 
Shop at 237 W. Third St., Austin. 512-
298-2920. www.finleysformen.com 

4  Newk’s Eatery will open at 408 
Congress Ave., Austin, in spring 2017. 
The fast-casual, Mississippi-based 
chain offers American, bistro-style 
food with a Southern influence.  
512-992-8667. www.newks.com

5  Modern Market will open at Frost 
Tower, 401 Congress Ave., Austin, in 
June. The Boulder, Colorado-based 
eatery offers fresh salads, toasted 
sandwiches, brick-oven pizzas, 
homemade soups, tofu dishes and 
meat plates. www.modernmarket.com

6  Mad Greens will open its second 
Austin location at 419 W. Second St., 
Austin, in the fourth quarter of 2016. 
The franchise uses locally sourced, 
all-natural and organic ingredients 
to make salads, wraps, paninis, juices 
and soups. 512-687-2846.  
www.madgreens.com

Closings

7  European kitchen and bar Prelog’s 
closed its location at 360 Nueces St., 
Ste. 10, Austin, on Aug. 29 and is 
looking to relocate. Chef and owner 
Flo Prelog will continue to offer 
private dining, catering and in-home 

IMPACTS
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Compiled by Marie Albiges
News or questions about Central Austin? 

Email us at ctanews@communityimpact.comvintage women’s clothing store, Sept. 
10 at 1628 S. First St., Austin. The store 
carries a variety of clothes, including 
day dresses, formal dresses, skirts, 
tops, lingerie and bathing suits.  
512-715-4611.  
www.bloomersandfrocks.com

15  Spavia Day Spa opened Sept. 14 
at 6701 Burnet Road, Austin. The 
spa offers customized massages and 
facials, body treatments, waxing and 
spa packages. 512-956-5005.  
www.spaviadayspa.com

16  Certified advanced craniosacral 
therapist MeriJayd O’Connor opened 
Austin CranioSacral Therapy in 
August at 2927 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 
B, Austin. CranioSacral Therapy is a 
massage given over one’s clothes with 
gentle pressure that helps relieve stress, 
prevent disease and help the body 
recover from injuries. 512-517-4770. 
www.austincst.com

17  Black Swan Yoga opened Sept. 19 
at 1417 W. Anderson Lane, Austin. This 
is the third Austin-area location for the 
donation-based studio. 512-710-5131. 
www.blackswanyoga.com

18  Peached Social House, an event 
space owned by The Peached Tortilla, 
began booking events at 6500 N. 
Lamar Blvd., Austin, this fall. The new 
space includes a commissary kitchen 
as well as a 123-inch projector screen 
and projector. The space is available 
for weddings, meetings, parties and 
other events. 512-222-8781.  
www.peachedsocialhouse.com 

19  Local franchise owners Emmie 
Knox and Louis LeSassier opened 
Assisting Hands Home Care on  
Oct. 3 at 2906 S. First St., Ste. 
103, Austin. Services include 
companionship, meal preparation, 

medication or grocery pickup 
and transportation to doctor 
appointments. 512-999-7379.  
www.assistinghands.com

20  Eberly, a contemporary American 
restaurant at 613 S. Lamar Blvd., 
Austin, opened Oct. 15. Complete 
with a dining room, rooftop terrace, 
150-year-old bar and study, Eberly 
uses local ingredients with an 
emphasis on freshness, seasonality 
and availability. Dinner service 
is currently available, with lunch, 
breakfast and weekend brunch hours 
to follow. 512-916-9000.  
www.eberlyaustin.com

21  Meineke Car Care Center 
opened Oct. 6 at 319 E. Ben White 
Blvd., Austin. The center offers 
a variety of auto repair services, 
including oil changes, brake 
maintenance, and steering and 
suspension work. 512-383-8501. 
www.meineke.com

22  DeSano Pizzeria Napoletana, 
a Neopolitan-style, Nashville, 
Tennessee-based pizza shop, opened 
the week of Oct. 24 at 8000 Burnet 
Road, Austin. The restaurant boasts 
12 communal tables and an open 
kitchen, and diners can choose from 
11 pizzas. 512-323-2426 

Coming Soon

23  Spanish restaurant El Chipiron 
will open at 2717 S. Lamar Blvd., 
Ste. 1085, Austin, in late November. 
Executive Chef and owner Pablo 
Gomez said the restaurant will offer 
Spanish tapas. 512-945-8157.  
http://elchipironaustin.com

24  Connecticut-based restaurant 
Wayback Burgers will open its ninth 
Texas location at 2525 W. Anderson 

Lane, Ste. 135, Austin, in November. 
Local franchise owners Gabriela 
Favela and Salvador Ruiz Esparza 
said the restaurant will offer burgers, 
milkshakes, beer and wine.  
www.waybackburgers.com 

25  Orangetheory Fitness opens Oct. 
27 at the Triangle, 4601 N. Lamar 
Blvd., Ste. 508, Austin. This is the 
fitness company’s seventh Austin 
location and the largest Orangetheory 
studio in the nation. 512-807-0446.  
www.orangetheoryfitness.com

26  HEO Eatery will open at the end 
of October at 6214 N. Lamar Blvd., 
Austin. The restaurant will offer street 
eats with an Asian flair and will serve 
food such as banh mi, bao, tacos and 
nem lui, or meat on a stick. 512-243-
5906. www.heoeatery.squarespace.com

Relocations

27  Toybrary, a toy-lending library 
for children ages 6 months to 5 years 
old, relocated Sept. 1 from 7817 
Rockwood Lane, Austin, to 2001 
Justin Lane, Austin. 512-765-4174.
www.toybraryaustin.com

28  The Austin Center for Grief and 
Loss, formerly My Healing Place, 
moved from 8401 Shoal Creek Blvd., 
Ste. 102, Austin, to 2413 Greenlawn 
Parkway, Austin, on Sept. 26. The 
center has provided grief and loss 
services to the Austin community 
for the past nine years. 512-472-7878. 
www.myhealingplace.org

29  Salon Uffizi is relocating from 5222 
Burnet Road, Ste. 300, Austin, to 7113 
Burnet Road, Ste. 117, Austin, on  
Nov. 1. The salon offers hair care, nail 
care and waxing services. 512-452-
4500. www.beautysalonaustin.com

Account Executive Alexandra Moore and Re-
cruiter Lance McGraw opened Creative Circle. 
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Mississippi-based Newk’s Eatery is coming to 
downtown in spring 2017. 
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The Factory Cafe opened Oct. 7 on Burnet Road 
and serves gourmet coffee, beer and wine.
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Co-working space Link Flex opened in August 
on Anderson Lane. 
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Find out what homes are selling for
 in your neighborhood:

 realtyaustin.com/market-analysis

PECAN ORCHARD
2005 Peach Tree St
4 BD 6 BA +/-2,738 SQ FT
Listed by Vince Heinz
512.905.3030

Find Open Houses Near You!
VIEW OUR OPEN HOUSE MAP AT 
BUDURL.ME/OPENHOUSE

realtyaustin.com   •   512.241.1300 •       

make the move.TM

LOMA LINDA
2404 Oak Crest Ave
4 BD 2 BA +/-1,331 SQ FT
Listed by The Mitchell Team
512.413.5245

COUNTRY CLUB HEIGHTS
917 E 39th St
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,638 SQ FT
Listed by Hilary Vanstone
512.777.8632

ALLANDALE
2101 Wooten Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,912 SQ FT
Listed by Kristen Fojtik
512.364.1131

CLARKSVILLE
1826 10th St
2 BD 1 BA +/-972 SQ FT
Listed by Jen Butel & Beverly Williams

512.228.9111

GOVALLE
3300 Neal Unit #A
3 BD 3 BA +/-1,874 SQ FT
Listed by Hilary Vanstone
512.777.8632

GALINDO
2416 2nd St
3 BD 1 BA +/-1,546 SQ FT
Listed by Michelle Hendrix
512.736.1680

LIVE OAK GROVE
203 Ben Howell Dr
2 BD 2 BA +/-1,198 SQ FT
Listed by Kim Wolle
512.461.6741

MONTOPOLIS
2109 Maxwell Ln
3 BD 2 BA +/- 1,516 SQ FT
Listed by Cliff Landers
512.708.0788

HYDE PARK
4211 Caswell Ave
4 BD 3 BA +/-2,099 SQ FT
Listed by Salma Manzur
512.426.5418

®
®

· Assistance with bathing, grooming, dressing
· Medication reminders
· Meal preparation
· Light housekeeping
· Companionship
· Transportation, errands, and outings

assistinghands.com/westaustin • 512.999.7379

Quality 
Home Care 
You Can 
Trust.®
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East Austin

Now Open

1  NLand Surf Park, North America’s 
first inland surf park, opened Oct. 7 
at 4836 E. Hwy. 71, Austin. Founded 
by surfer Doug Coors, descendant of 
brewing company founder Adolph 
Coors, the park offers 11 surfing areas, 
three types of waves, a surf shop, 
restaurant and juice bar. 512-806-1900. 
www.nlandsurfpark.com 

2  Royal Blue Grocery opened 
its sixth Austin location Oct. 11 at 
1629 E. Sixth St., Austin. The grocer 
offers fresh grab-and-go meals, hot 
sandwiches and convenience items. 
www.royalbluegrocery.com

3  Roots Natural Hair Studio 
opened Oct. 14 at 2025 E. Seventh 
St., Ste. 108, Austin. Owner Clarissa 
Miranda offers hair and makeup 
services. 512-287-9973.  
www.rootsnaturalhairstudio.com

Coming Soon

4  Pitchfork Pretty, 2708 E. Cesar 
Chavez St., Austin, will open this 
winter. The restaurant will provide 
simple, seasonal open-fire cuisine with 
Old-World cooking methods and a 
full bar. www.pitchforkpretty.com

5  Local brothers Noah and Josh 
Lit will open Batch Craft Beer & 
Kolaches at 3220 Manor Road, Austin, 
in January. The new taproom and 
bakery will also have a beer garden, 
retail shop and coffee shop.  
www.batchatx.com 

6  Chi'Lantro will open its fifth 
Austin location at 1414 S. Shore 
District Drive, Ste. C-200, Austin, 
in November. The Korean barbecue-
inspired concept plays off Korean and 

Mexican flavors and offers menu items 
such as kimchi fries, chicken wings, 
rice bowls and burgers. 512-800-9098. 
www.chilantrobbq.com

7  Austin-based Blenders & Bowls 
will open a third area location at 
1625 E. Sixth St., Austin, in late fall. 
Co-founders Kara Jordan and Erin 
Downing began creating the blended 
smoothies and acai bowls in a food 
truck in 2010.  
www.blendersandbowls.com 

8  EastSide Tavern, 1510 E. Cesar 
Chavez St., Austin, will open in early 
November. The barbecue restaurant 
will include a full kitchen, a rooftop 
patio and two full bars.  
www.eastsidetavernaustin.com

9  Old Thousand, 1000 E. 11th 
St., Ste. 150, Austin, will open in 
November. The Chinese restaurant 
will offer a mix of flavors, 
ingredients and styles with modern 
interpretations of classic American-
Chinese recipes.  
http://oldthousandatx.com

10  Colleen’s Kitchen—a Southern-
inspired, full-service neighborhood 
restaurant—will open early next year 
to the Alamo Drafthouse building 
in Mueller. The restaurant, located at 
1911 Aldrich St., Ste. 100, Austin, will 
serve classic Southern dishes such as 
deviled eggs. www.colleensaustin.com

Xian Sushi and Noodle will 
open Bau’dup behind the under-
construction Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema off Aldrich Street in Mueller 
in February. The restaurant will serve 
traditional filled Chinese buns.  
512-469-7878. www.xianfresh.com

Compiled by Marie Albiges
News or questions about Central Austin? 

Email us at ctanews@communityimpact.com

IMPACTS

NLand Surf Park is now open on East Hwy. 71. Blenders & Bowls will open its third area 
location later this fall.
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Peoples Pharmacy

W. 45th St.
W. 41st St.

G
ua

da
lu

pe
 S

t. 

N
. L

am
ar

 B
lv

d.

290

360
S. L

amar B
lvd

.

M
an

ch
ac

a 
B

lv
d.

Zulma Gregory (left), a Peoples wellness specialist and applied clinical nutritionist, assists Austin 
resident Astrum Lucis. Mac is one of several specialists on the floor assisting customers.

Brownies and cookies were some of the first 
food products available at Peoples.

Many of Peoples Deli’s smoothies ($7.50) are 
vegan, gluten-free, dairy-free or paleo.

The Peoples Deli veggie sandwich ($7.50) in-
cludes hummus, shredded carrots and pesto.

Founder Bill Swail and his daughter, Jeneen 
Schloz, expanded Peoples to four locations.
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Peoples Pharmacy
Austin shop takes holistic approach to Rx

P eoples Pharmacy owner 
Bill Swail uses one word to 
describe his company: unique.

Peoples is a locally owned phar-
macy and deli that offers consulta-
tions, chiropractic adjustments, test-
ing and prescription compounding 
in four locations throughout Austin. 
It also has wellness centers at two of 
its four locations.

Swail said he launched the com-
pany in 1980 after seeing the pharma-
ceutical industry lacked a “sustain-
able medical system.”

He said he wanted to build a place 
where people could get personalized 
care and attention while receiving 
holistic and natural medicinal advice.

When customers enter Peoples, 
they are greeted by wellness special-
ists, nutritionists, and other holistic 
practitioners trained in treatment 
plans to recommend for various 
ailments.

Many of Peoples’ products are 
nutritionals, or natural supplements 
that include vitamins, minerals, 
herbs and food supplements.

Peoples Deli, which serves food 

such as all-day breakfast tacos, 
grass-fed beef chili and cold-pressed 
organic juices, is available at three of 
the four Austin locations.

Peoples also offers free weekly sem-
inars and workshops to educate both 
patients and physicians on a broad 
range of health topics.

Swail, now 74 years old, also hosts 
a weekly radio show, during which he 
interviews medical practitioners and 
health-related authors.

He said customers frequently 
tell him they “cannot leave Austin, 
because there’s no Peoples” outside 
the city and uses the tagline “Austin’s 
favorite pharmacy” to describe the 
business.

His daughter, Jeneen Schloz, said 
Peoples Pharmacy has always been 
at the forefront of modern health 
movements—from burning all of the 
pharmacy’s cigarette inventory and 
refusing to restock to partnering with 
local farmers markets and selling glu-
ten-free cookies and brownies “before 
gluten-free was a thing.”

“We haven’t found a store yet that 
does things the way we do,” Swail said.

BUSINESS FEATURE

Peoples Pharmacy Central
4018 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin
512-459-9090 • http://peoplesrx.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Peoples Pharmacy South
3801 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. C, Austin
512-444-8866 • http://peoplesrx.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

• High-fructose corn syrup 
• Antibiotics
• MSG
• Hormones 
• Nitrates

By Marie Albiges

PEOPLES DELI FOODS  
ARE FREE OF:

Explore. Move. Grow.

Contact us to fi nd out how to enroll!
512.553.2690  |  www.theboysschoolofaustin.org

OPENING FALL 2017

MONTHLY PARENT 
INFORMATION SESSIONS

2410 San Antonio Street  |  512-478-1577
1014 North Lamar  |  512-476-1414

Westgate Shopping Center  |  512-899-0992

Comfort by Construction
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STERLING CREST 3110 RED RIVER STREET, AUSTIN, TX 78705

Prime location within UT-Austin Medical District and Mueller Market District
Gated community with all new contemporary features
Studio, 1, 2 and 3 Bedroom starting at $161,280

SCHEDULE A TOUR
512-900-7999
STERLINGCRESTCONDOS@GMAIL.COM

Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, PPO and PFFS organization 
with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in any Humana plan depends 
on contract renewal. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B 
Premium. Plan may not be available in all areas. To get this information 
for free in other languages, call (512) 497-9453 (TTY: 711). Para obtener 
esta información gratuitamente en otros idiomas, llame al (512) 497-
9453 (TTY: 711). Y0040_GHHHYSSEN_0_16

Switching your Medicare to a Humana
Medicare Advantage $0 premium plan
could help save you money.

How can I help you today?

Call me today. I’m a licensed, independent sales agent for Humana, and 
I’ll help you choose a plan that helps to fit your needs and your budget.

JAMES ROSS,
Licensed Sales Agent
(512) 497-9453
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Dart Bowl Cafe By the numbers
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General Manager Peggy Zamarripa and owner Butch Martinets said the secret to Dart Bowl 
Cafe’s success has been its home cooking and consistency as well as its personable staff.
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Dart Bowl Cafe
Home cooking, famous enchiladas draw 
customers to restaurant in bowling center

D avid Surasky and Susan Hut-
son are regulars at Dart Bowl 
Cafe, yet they said they have 

never bowled a game.
Surasky and Hutson have been 

coming to Butch Martinets’ restau-
rant ever since he set up shop inside 
its namesake bowling center, Dart 
Bowl on Grover Avenue, in the 1990s.

The dining establishment is more 
than just the snack bar one typically 
finds at a bowling place, Martinets 
said: Its menu features about 50 
items, including chicken-fried steak, 
old-fashioned burgers, sandwiches 
Tex-Mex options and breakfast.

But Dart Bowl Cafe’s bread and 
butter is its enchiladas, filled with 
cheese and onions and topped with 
homemade chili. The enchiladas 
constitute about 35 percent of the 
restaurant’s sales, Martinets said.

When then-server Peggy Zamar-
ripa began making enchiladas—with 
her own recipe—at a previous iter-
ation of Dart Bowl Cafe on Burnet 
Road in the 1970s, word began to 

spread about the food at the restau-
rant within a bowling center.

So much is made about the enchi-
ladas and the restaurant’s other offer-
ings that many customers are like 
Hutson and Surasky and come in just 
to eat, Zamarripa said. She said Dart 
Bowl Cafe makes homemade bread, 
hand-cuts its fries and cooks its own 
beans, a key to its success.

“We literally make everything from 
scratch,” Zamarripa said.

Martinets said he has made sure 
over the restaurant’s 46 years in busi-
ness that quality never falters.

“We always try to be consistent,” 
he said. “You come in; we want you 
to be happy.”

Dart Bowl Cafe also features a 
full bar. Its selection of 28 beers is 
all under $4 with the highest-priced 
beers consisting of craft brews, such 
as Austin Beerworks and Live Oak 
products, at $3.75. 

Twelve-ounce cans of Pearl beer 
sell for $2. Customers pay $2.85 for 
well drinks.

DINING FEATURE

5700 Grover Ave., Austin
512-456-4181
www.dartbowl.com/cafe
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 9 a.m.-9:30 p.m., Fri.-
Sat. 9 a.m.-10 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

By JJ Velasquez

Dart Bowl and Dart Bowl Cafe 
were among the Texas film sites 
for 2013 movie “Boyhood.” The 
film was shot over 12 years and 
features actors Ethan Hawke and 
Patricia Arquette.

$2-$3.75

11 a.m.-2 p.m.

per
beer

daily lunch specials M-F

13
employees

28 
beers

Selection of

50
menu 
items

About

K N O ?OW
Did you

The popularity of Dart 
Bowl Cafe’s enchiladas 
($5.95) has helped grow 
the business.

A collection of beer cans 
lines the walls at the 
restaurant, which carries 
28 beers.

BE AU T I F U L  N AVA J O  CR A F T E D  P E N DA N T S

TURQUOISE
Trading Post

6 1 0 3  BU R N E T  R OA D
AU S T I N     5 1 2 - 3 2 3 - 5 0 1 1
W W W . T E X A S T T P . C O M
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ctanews@communityimpact.com.Compiled by Marie Albiges and JJ Velasquez
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2   I-35 Central 7-mile 
Comprehensive Project

Among the improvements planned as 
part of the proposed project spanning 
I-35 from Riverside Drive to US 183 
are adding express lanes, one in each 
direction; lowering or raising the main 
lanes of I-35 through downtown Austin; 
and adding bicycle and pedestrian 
enhancements. The Texas Department of 
Transportation is deciding between two 
design options for downtown Austin: 2a  
One would raise the main lanes of I-35 
at Cesar Chavez Street, which currently 
go underneath Cesar Chavez. That 
would cost between approximately $550 
million and $650 million. 2b  The other 
would lower the main lanes underneath 
the east-west cross streets from Cesar 
Chavez to Eighth Street, costing $750 
million to $850 million, according to 
TxDOT. The project would be completed 
in 2025, according to TxDOT’s current 
timeline. If the agency receives clearance 
after an environmental study process 
expected to take three to five years, the 

4   Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and I-35

On Sept. 12, the city of Austin began making improvements to the intersection, 
which it identified in September 2015 among the city’s top five intersections in 
need of repair. Once complete, changes will include the addition of a third lane 
going straight on the southbound I-35 frontage road through the intersection—a 
right-turn-only lane will be modified to allow vehicles to both turn right and go 
straight. The project also entails installing raised crosswalks on the right-turn lane 
from westbound MLK to the northbound I-35 frontage road and on the west side of 
the intersection.

Timeline: Sept. 12-October 
Cost: $215,981 (estimate)
Funding sources: ATD

1   Cesar Chavez Street to North 
Lamar Boulevard

As of Sept. 9, drivers heading east on 
Cesar Chavez Street are unable to turn left 
onto Sandra Muraida Way to connect to 
North Lamar Boulevard. With the new, 
permanent traffic pattern drivers can 
instead turn left at Walter Seaholm Drive—
the next signal after Sandra Muraida. From 
Walter Seaholm, motorists can turn left 
onto West Second Street and head west 
through the Sandra Muraida roundabout 
onto turn right on North Lamar. Intended 
to improve traffic flow at the intersection 
of Cesar Chavez and Sandra Muraida 
because of a lack of a left-turn lane, the 
changes are part of the ongoing Austin 

Intersection improvements

New route

Map not to scaleC
on

gr
es

s 
Av

e.

Riverside Dr.

51st St.

Cameron Rd.

Cesar Chavez St.

A
irp

ort B
lvd

.

W. 15th St. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

2

1

4

35

Modified lane

Crosswalks

Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Cesar Chavez St.
Sandra 
Muraida Way

Walter 
Seaholm Dr.

W. 2nd St.N
. L

am
ar

 B
lv

d.

Traffic Congestion Action Plan. A signal at 
Cesar Chavez and Walter Seaholm was 
added as part of the project.

Timeline: completed Sept. 9 
Cost: $86,921 (estimate)
Funding sources: Austin 
Transportation Department and Public 
Works Department

construction bidding process could begin 
as early as fall 2020. That would mean a 
likely construction start date in early 2021 
and a four-year construction process. 
Transit and emergency vehicles would 
use the express lane for free. Others 
would have to pay to take the tolled lane.

Timeline: 2021-25 
Cost: $550 million-$850 million (estimate) 
Funding sources: TBD

3   Cameron Road and 53rd Street 
through lane extension
The ATD announced Sept. 19 that a right-
turn-only lane on northbound Cameron 
Road was converted into a through lane. 
The project extends the two existing 
northbound through lanes starting at the 
Cameron and 53rd Street intersection 
through Broadmoor Drive. According to 
ATD, the improvements help ease the 
flow of traffic from I-35 onto Cameron and 
reduce delays.

Timeline: completed Sept. 10 
Cost: $3,000 
Funding sources: ATD

3

Cesar Chavez St.

8th St.7th St.

6th St.

35
2b

2a

Direction 
of traffic

314 Old Highway 183   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   Plushhomefabric.com

Get your home ready for the holidays with our Annual Fabric Sale 
20% off all fabric and trim October 1-31st



Central Austin Edition • October 2016 15

By Kelli Weldon
 Some businesses could soon have 

access to a process that would help  
projects move through Austin’s notori-
ously long permitting process faster. 

By November, city staff will include 
provisions for protecting construction 
workers for nonresidential development 
projects in draft program guidelines that 
Austin City Council will consider as part 
of plans for expedited permitting.   

Council approved funds to staff an 
expedited permitting program in the 
city’s fiscal year 2016-17 budget, and the 
program would launch March 1, said 
Rodney Gonzales, director of the city’s 
development services department. 

The new process will not replace the 
existing one but will aim to speed up the 
timeline for some projects. 

“The premise is that [business owners 
will be] having a 
time value savings 
that is greater than 
what the dollar cost 
is for going through 
expedited permit-
ting,” Gonzales said.  

How it will work
To obtain city 

permits, applicants 
must go through 
multiple reviews 
with different 
departments, Austin City Council Mem-
ber Ann Kitchen said.

“What can happen today is a sort of 
pingpong [game] between those depart-
ments as opposed to a more coordinated 
approach, and that is a major, major 
problem,” Kitchen said. 

Expedited permitting would aim to 
streamline the process by allowing the 

applicant to meet with reviewers from all 
departments at once to address site plan 
changes, Gonzales said. In exchange a 
business owner will pay a cost of $160-
$200 per hour per expertise area, such as 
building, mechanical, plumbing, electric, 
fire, health and zoning specialties.  

The process could help alleviate some 
of the current workload for permitting 
staff, as expedited permitting will be han-
dled by a separate team, he said.

Commercial as well as multifamily 
projects will be able to take advantage of 
expedited permitting, which could help 
businesses open sooner and bring more 
supply of needed rental housing into 
Austin, Gonzales said. 

Area growth has been unprecedented, 
making it hard for city staff to keep up 
with demand for permits, said Beau 
Armstrong, CEO of Austin-based devel-

opment firm Stratus 
Properties.

“I’ve been doing 
this for a long 
time now, and 
the city process 
has over the years 
grown increasingly 
complex, and it has 
had an impact on 
affordability,” he 
said. “Any effort to 
make it a more effi-
cient process that 

results in cost savings is welcome.”
City staff introduced draft program 

guidelines to stakeholders Oct. 5, accord-
ing to Bo Delp, Better Builder director 
with the Workers Defense Project. The 
WDP, along with Austin Interfaith, the 
Central Texas Building Trade Unions, 
Liberal Austin Democrats, developers 
and contractors, held a rally previously 

to ask the city to ensure workers receive 
protections in expedited permitting. 

“Some of the biggest projects that the 
city of Austin will see will have to meet 
these [new] worker protection standards,” 
he said, explaining projects valued at 
$7.5 million or less or 75,000 square feet 
or smaller will be exempt from worker 
protections as outlined in the draft 
guidelines. 

“We believe the city of Austin should 
reward businesses who are willing 
to make some very common-sense 
investments in their workforce and to 
ensure that as Austin grows the men and 
women who build our city have access to 
good and safe jobs,” Delp said.  

In September, the council approved 
worker protections such as provision of a 
living wage, safety training and work-
ers’ compensation as requirements for 
only commercial projects that use the 
expedited permitting process. Kitchen 
sponsored the resolution. 

Despite many entrepreneurs, contrac-
tors and consumers asking for a more 
streamlined system, not everyone is 

satisfied with the proposal.
Rebecca Melancon, executive direc-

tor of the Austin Independent Business 
Alliance, said she takes issue with the 
costs associated with worker protec-
tions being tacked on to the expedited 
permitting process. Initially she was 
concerned monitoring costs would 
create a burden on small businesses, 
but exemptions for smaller and less 
expensive projects in the current draft 
guidelines will alleviate that concern “if 
they stay that way,” she said.

“We want Austin’s construction 
workers to be treated fairly, reasonably, 
the way they should be. There are better 
ways [than this] to do that,” she said.

 Business owners will have to pay for 
monitoring to ensure they meet worker 
protections standards. Based on projects 
the WDP has monitored, an average 
industry cost of monitoring is  $1.25 per 
square foot with a cost cap of $60,000 
per year—so, for a 5,000-square-foot 
building valued at more than $7.5 mil-
lion, monitoring would cost more than 
$6,000 annually, Gonzales said.

Expedited permitting in the works
Draft guidelines require worker protection for some projects

DEVELOPMENT
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Austin-based developer Stratus Properties is building Amarra Villas, a residential development off 
Southwest Parkway near Barton Creek.

“...The city process 
has over the years 
grown increasingly 
complex, and it 
has had an impact 
on affordability.”

—Beau Armstrong, city of Austin devel-
opment services director

SUNDAY
FUNDAY2016

October 30    1-5p    Palm Park (711 E 3rd St.)

WALLER CREEK CONSERVANCY

FREE FALL ACTIVITIES:
HAY BALE MAZE
BOUNCE HOUSE
ARTS & CRAFTS
PERFORMANCES
FOOD TRUCKS
AND, MORE!
Plus, prizes awarded for
the best costumes.

WALLERCREEK.ORG
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HeartAustin
Setting the Standard in Cardiac & Vascular Care

WWW.AUSTINHEART.COM

Austin Heart is pleased to announce the addition  
of Cardiologist, Jerome Thomas, M.D. to our  
HEART HOSPITAL OF AUSTIN office at 
3801 N Lamar Blvd. |  Suite 300  | 800.803.6960  

Austin Heart is growing to meet the need for cardiac  
and vascular services in our community. We believe  
you should have access to the specialty care you 
need,  close to home. 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS. CALL TODAY!

Wholeheartedly 
devoted
to providing cardiac and 
vascular care for Central Texas

W E L C O M I N  G

Jerome Thomas, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Cardiologist  |  Austin Heart Central, Heart Hospital of Austin

Board Certified in: Advanced Heart Failure and Cardiac  
Transplant*, Internal Medicine, Cardiovascular  
Disease, Nuclear Cardiology, Echocardiography   

* In the U.S., only 3% of board 
certified cardiologists are also board 
certified in heart failure.

2535_16_NewPhysicianAd_4.5085x5.5416.indd   1 10/13/16   1:30 PM

This year, we’ve kept up with
50,000 new cancer patients
and 1 new marathoner.

At Texas Oncology, our patients are as 

remarkable as our care. They’re part 

of a cancer-fighting community the size 

of Texas, with 420+ physicians, 175+ 

locations statewide and thousands of 

patients on clinical trials. In fact, more 

than 50,000 Texans choose us every year 

— including amazing patients like Charlet. 

She came in for treatment and ran her way 

to victory over breast cancer. See her story 

at TexasOncology.com/Charlet.

1-888-864-4226  •  www.TexasOncology.com

FIGHT BREAST CANCER

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK
HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Travis County Compiled by Marie Albiges, Amy Denney and JJ Velasquez

Green light given to Rainey Street condos CAMPO halts Lone Star Rail project plans

Texas AG Paxton joins lawsuits against city

AUSTIN City Council voted Oct. 20 
to remove a restriction on the number 
of allowable units for a Rainey Street-
area property, paving the way for a 
high-rise residential complex to be built 
in place of the Villas on Town Lake, 
located at 80 Red River St., Austin. 

The vote came after developer 
Sutton Co., aiming to build 420 
residential units in place of the Vil-
las, agreed to pay for a traffic study 
of the area, which neighbors say is 
much-needed.

Mayor Pro Tem Kathie Tovo, 
whose District 9 encompasses the 
Rainey Street area, encouraged the 
traffic study to begin as soon as 
possible and said city staff would 
consider the results of the study when 

TRAVIS COUNTY With a unan-
imous vote Oct. 17, a Central Texas 
transportation agency approved 
removing the Lone Star Rail District 
from its long-range plan, effectively 
halting planning of the regional rail 
project that would have run between 
San Antonio and Georgetown.

On Aug. 8 the Capital Area Met-
ropolitan Planning Organization 
transportation policy board, which 
is composed of local elected officials, 
approved initiating steps to conclude 
the environmental impact statement, 
or EIS; cease funding; and remove 
the $2.09 billion plan for Lone Star 
Rail from CAMPO’s 2040 long-range 
transportation plan.

The Oct. 17 vote was the final step 

to end the project.
About $9 million in federal funds 

awarded to CAMPO in 2009 for 
Lone Star Rail planning remain. 
Some CAMPO board members have 
suggested reallocating that money to 
a new multimodal corridor plan-
ning study between Austin and San 
Antonio. A decision on the realloca-
tion of the $9 million could occur by 
January, he said.

“It is clear that we need viable mass 
transit between San Antonio and 
Austin,” said Austin Mayor Steve 
Adler, who also sits on the CAMPO 
policy board, in a news release. “The 
way we’re continuing forward seems 
to be a more direct path than con-
tinuing with Lone Star.”

AUSTIN Texas 
Attorney General Ken 
Paxton in October 
joined two lawsuits 
against the city—
one challenging its 
regulation of vaca-
tion rentals and the 
other claiming it is illegally paying fire 
department employees for union time.

On Oct. 5, Paxton intervened in 
a lawsuit against the city of Austin 
over its short-term rental ordinance. 

Short-term rentals, or STRs, are resi-
dential properties rented for 30 con-
secutive days or fewer and typically 
booked through websites such as Aus-
tin-based HomeAway and AirBnB.

A statement from Paxton’s office 
said he was “concerned that [the 
ordinance] exceeds the lawful scope 
of the city’s authority and infringes 
upon residents’ fundamental consti-
tutional rights.”

Approved in February, the 
ordinance is set to phase out all 

The Villas on Town Lake, 80 Red River St., 
Austin, will make way for high-rise condos.
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Ken Paxton

Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
512-974-2000
www.austintexas.gov/department/ 
city-council

Upcoming council meetings
10 a.m. Nov. 3
10 a.m. Nov. 10

(schedule subject to change)

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m. 
700 Lavaca St. • 512-854-9020
www.traviscountytx.gov/
commissioners-court

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_cta

TweetingsMeetings

reviewing site plans.
She said the developer will still 

have to do a traffic impact analysis, 
which is required by the city of Aus-
tin for any new development. 

“I know there are concerns; I 
believe this goes a long way in begin-
ning to address them,” Tovo said.

non-owner-occupied STRs from resi-
dential areas by 2022, limit the num-
ber of people who can occupy an STR 
to two adults per bedroom plus two 
additional adults and prohibit outdoor 
assemblies at STRs between 10 p.m. 
and 7 a.m. as well as limit outdoor 
STR assemblies to six adults. Paxton’s 
office claims the ordinance violates 
the freedom of assembly and home-
owner protections against unlawful 
search and seizure.

On Oct. 18, Paxton joined a suit 
claiming fire department employees 
are illegally being given “release time,” 

which allows them to work for a union 
at the expense of taxpayers.

It challenges Austin’s labor agree-
ment with Austin Firefighters Asso-
ciation, Local 975. Paxton claims the 
agreement violates the Texas Consti-
tution’s anti-gift clause provisions, 
which restrict public entities from 
handing private entities taxpayer 
funds without a public purpose, 
according to a news release.

In statements, the city said it 
believes it is compliant with state law 
and would defend against the claims 
in court.
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, communityimpact.com/cta

60-plus area restaurants penalized for wage violations

Plan unveiled to protect music venues through $10M fund

By Marie Albiges
The U.S. Department of Labor’s 

Wage and Labor Division collected 
back wages from and issued civil 
monetary penalties to more than 
60 Austin restaurants that have not 
paid workers proper wages during 
fiscal year 2015-16.

The list of restaurants that 
received penalties includes 11 Aus-
tin’s Pizza locations, three Brooklyn 

Pie Co. locations, South Congress 
Cafe and The Park at South Lamar, 
according to public records in 
the DOL database. On Oct. 4, the 
DOL announced 95 percent of Austin 
restaurants investigated between 
Oct. 1, 2015, and June 30, 2016, 
were in violation of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, compared to 80 to 
85 percent nationally, said David 
Weil, DOL Wage and Labor Division 

administrator.
“This is not a big game of ‘gotcha’ 

we’re engaged in,” Weil said, explain-
ing his division has been engaging in 
outreach efforts to educate restaurant 
owners and workers about their wage 
rights. Workers were either unknow-
ingly being paid unfairly or were 
aware of the violations but had a 
fear of retaliation from the business 
owners, Weil said.

By JJ Velasquez
Iconic Austin music venues will be 

purchased and preserved through a 
private, crowdsourced trust, which 
Mayor Steve Adler’s office announced 
Sept. 22 has been made possible after 
the city won a national contest.

The city was among five public 
entities announced as winners of 
the Neighborly Bonds Challenge. 
Winning the contest provides the 
city with legal, administrative, 
marketing and other support services 
for free or at reduced rates. These 
services would have cost $100,000.

“This is going to give us an 
opportunity to try something that 

really has never been tried anywhere 
else,” Adler said. “This is going to 
give us the support we need to try 
to crowdsource in our community a 
$10 million fund to … help preserve 
some of our music venues.”

Adler clarified that the fund does 
not create a tax on Austin residents 
but would crowdsource funding for 
investing in music venues and making 
it more affordable to sustain them.

The Red River Cultural District, 
home to such venues as Mohawk 
and Stubb’s, has been specifically 
identified by the city of Austin Eco-
nomic Development Department for 
preservation. A technical assistance 

panel will recommend how to sus-
tain the Red River Cultural District, 
according to a news release from the 
mayor’s office.

Adler introduced a resolution in 
February that called on the city to 
address the challenges facing Austin’s 
music industry. He said this most 
recent initiative will go a long way 
toward helping the city maintain its 
renowned music scene.

“It’s a way out of a challenge and 
a problem that Austin has faced for 
a long time—because when we lose 
locations like the Armadillo World 
Headquarters or Liberty Lunch, we 
lose a piece of our soul,” Adler said.

TOP 7 WEB STORIES
Most-read web stories from 9/25/16 to 
10/13/16

1  Here is a list of Austin-area restaurants 
that violated federal fair wage law  
(published Oct. 5)

2  Mayor announces plan to protect 
Austin music venues through $10M 
fund (published Sept. 22)

3  U.S. Labor Department: Austin-area 
restaurants failed to pay workers fair 
wages (published Oct. 4)

4  5 things to know about TxDOT’s 
massive Central7 plan to fix I-35  
(published Sept. 21)

5  Meet the candidates for ACC board of 
trustees, Place 6 (published Sept. 27)

6  3 ‘myths’ Austin Mayor Steve Adler 
addressed at a Wednesday AboR 
forum on mobility bond  
(published Sept. 28)

7  Look both ways: City of Austin 
considers making 5th Street a two-way 
road (published Oct. 5)

By Amy Denney
In an effort to reduce congestion 

in downtown Austin when Sixth 
Street is closed, the city is looking to 
convert one of its one-way streets into 
a two-way thoroughfare. By spring, 
the city could add one westbound lane 
to the current eastbound-only Fifth 

Street between Brazos Street and I-35.
“We realized our traffic during spe-

cial events when Sixth Street is closed 
is that we have severe congestion in 
this part of the corridor,” said Rob 
Spillar, director of the Austin Trans-
portation Department, during the 
Oct. 19 Austin City Council Mobility 

Committee meeting. 
The proposed change came from an 

analysis the Austin Chamber of Com-
merce and Hilton Austin Hotel asked 
the city to conduct because of Capital 
Metro’s plans to build a permanent 
MetroRail station on Fourth Street 
and close through traffic to vehicles.

Austin considers two-way conversion for Fifth Street
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Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive 
news communityimpact.com

Find us on Facebook
communityimpact.com/facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_cta

More than 60 Austin-area restaurants were penal-
ized for federal wage law violations during fiscal 
year 2015-16. The local establishments are work-
ing toward compliancy with the law, officials say.
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ELECTION GUIDE
Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff

November election
Presidential and vice presidential candidates

Tim Kaine Mike Pence William Weld Ajamu BarakaHillary Clinton Donald Trump Gary Johnson Jill Stein 

* - Incumbent; D - Democrat; G - Green Party; L - Libertarian; R - Republican; Write-in candidates will not 
appear on the ballot but can be voted for by writing the candidate’s name in the write-in candidate space. 

Democrat Republican Libertarian Green Party

U.S. House
Texas District 21
Lamar Smith*, R
Tom Wakely, D
Mark Loewe, L
Antonio “Tony” Diaz, G

Texas District 25
Roger Williams*, R
Kathi Thomas, D
Loren Marc Schneiderman, L

Texas District 35
Susan Narvaiz, R
Lloyd Doggett*, D

Texas Senate
State senators are elected to 
four-year terms. 
 
Texas District 21
Judith Zaffirini*, D

Texas District 24
Dawn Buckingham, R
Virginia “Jennie Lou” Leeder, D

Texas House
State House representatives are 
elected to serve two-year terms.

Texas District 46

Gabriel Nila, R
Dawnna Dukes*, D
Kevin Ludlow, L
Adam Michael Greeley, G

Texas District 48
Donna Howard*, D
Ben Easton, L

Texas District 49
Gina Hinojosa, D
Rick Perkins, L

Texas District 51
Eddie Rodriguez*, D
katija “kat” gruene, G

Statewide 
Texas Railroad 
Commissioner 
Railroad commissioners are 
elected to six-year terms. 

Texas Railroad Commissioner 
Wayne Christian, R
Grady Yarbrough, D
Mark Miller, L
Martina Salinas, G

State Board of 
Education
Education commissioners are 
elected to four-year terms. 

State Board of Education, 

District 5 
Ken Mercer, R
Rebecca Bell-Metereau*, D
Ricardo Perkins, L

State Board of Education, 
District 10
Tom Maynard*, R
Judy Jennings, D

Supreme Court of Texas

State justices are elected to  
six-year terms.

Texas Supreme Court, Place 3
Debra Lehrmann*, R
Mike Westergren, D
Kathie Glass, L
Rodolfo Rivera Munoz, G  

Texas Supreme Court, Place 9
Eva Guzman*, R
Savannah Robinson, D
Don Fulton, L
Jim Chisolm, G

Texas Court of  
Criminal Appeals

Appeals court justices are elected 
to six-year terms.

Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals Presiding Judge, 
Place 2
Mary Lou Keel, R
Lawrence “Larry” Meyers*, D

Mark Ash, L
Adam King Blackwell Reposa, G
Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals Presiding Judge, 
Place 5
Scott Walker, R
Betsy Johnson, D
William Bryan Strange III, L
Judith Sanders-Castro, G

Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals Presiding Judge, 
Place 6
Michael E. Keasler*, R
Robert Burns, D
Mark W. Bennett, L

3rd Court of Appeals District, 
Place 2
Cindy Olson Bourland*, R

3rd Court of Appeals District, 
Place 4
Melissa Goodwin*, R 

Travis County
District attorney
Maura Phelan, R
Margaret Moore, D

County attorney
David Escamilla, D

Sheriff
Joe G. Martinez, R

Sally Hernandez, D  
Eric Guerra, L
Debbie Russell, G

Tax assessor-collector
Bruce Elfant*, D
Steven Haskett, L

Commissioner, Precinct 3
Gerald Daugherty, R
David Holmes, D

Commissioner, Precinct 3
Stacy Suits, D

Constable, Precinct 4
George Morales III, D

Constable Precinct 5
Carlos B. Lopez, D 

District judge 
Scott Jenkins*, D, 

District judge, 53rd Judicial 
District
Rhonda Hurley*, D

District judge, 98th Judicial 
District
P. David Wahlberg*, D

District judge, 167th Judicial 
District
Gisela D. Triana*, D
District judge, 200th Judicial 

District
Jan Soifer, D

District judge, 345th Judicial 
District
Tim Sulak*, D

District judge, 353rd Judicial 
District
Julie Kocurek*, D

District judge, 390th Judicial 
District
Tamara Needles, D

District judge, 427th Judicial 
District
Brad Urrutia, D, 450th Judicial 
District

Judge, County Court  
at Law No. 8
Carlos H. Barrera, D

Judge, County Court  
at Law No. 9
Kim Williams, D

Austin  
Community  
College District

Trustee, Place 4
George Robinson
Sean Hassan

With over 22 clinics around Travis County and growing, 
CommUnityCare is equipped to meet your healthcare 

needs. We offer a wide array of services including 
primary care, specialty care, dental services and 

behavioral care. 

To make an appointment, please call (512) 978-9015.

Providing Healthcare for Travis County 
Residents for Over 30 years!

  Delivering the right care, at the right time, at the right place.

With over 22 clinics around Travis County and growing, 
CommUnityCare is equipped to meet your healthcare 

needs. We offer a wide array of services including 
primary care, specialty care, dental services and 

behavioral care. 

To make an appointment, please call (512) 978-9015.
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To make an appointment, please call (512) 978-9015.
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Providing Healthcare for Travis County 
Residents for Over 30 years!

  Delivering the right care, at the right time, at the right place.

With over 22 clinics around Travis County and growing, 
CommUnityCare is equipped to meet your healthcare 

needs. We offer a wide array of services including 
primary care, specialty care, dental services and 

behavioral care. 

To make an appointment, please call (512) 978-9015.

Providing Healthcare for Travis County 
Residents for Over 30 years!

  Delivering the right care, at the right time, at the right place.

Providing Healthcare for Travis County Residents for 30 Plus Years!

With over 22 clinics around Travis County and growing, CommUnityCare is equipped 
to meet your healthcare needs. We offer a wide array of services including primary 

care, specialty care, dental services and behavioral health care.

To make an appointment, please call (512) 978-9015.
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Candidates were selected 
based on the elections taking 
place within this newspaper’s 
coverage area. More election 
coverage can be found online at 
communityimpact.com/vote.
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COMPLETE COVERAGE AT
COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/VOTE

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT VOTER ID

Voters who cannot obtain a form of approved photo 
ID now have additional options when voting in person. 
These additional options apply to current and upcoming 
school tax elections and the November general election.

If a voter is not able to obtain one of the seven forms 
of approved photo ID listed below, he or she can vote 
by signing a declaration at the polls explaining why he 
or she is unable to obtain one of the seven forms of 
approved photo ID and providing one of various forms of 
supporting documentation.

The seven forms of approved photo ID are:

• Texas driver’s license issued by the Texas Department of 
Public Safety (DPS)

• Texas Election Identification Certificate issued by DPS

• Texas personal identification card issued by DPS

• Texas license to carry a handgun issued by DPS

• United States military identification card containing the 
person’s photograph

• United States citizenship certificate containing the 
person’s photograph

• United States passport
 
If you don’t have one of the seven forms of approved 
photo ID, you can use:

• A birth certificate (must be an original)

• A valid voter registration certificate

• A copy or original of one of the following: current utility 
bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or 
other government document that shows the name and 
address of the voter.

 
Learn more at www.votetexas.gov

Source: Texas Secretary of State website, www.sos.state.tx.us

POLLING LOCATIONS

AREA EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS

ACC Highland (north mega site), 
north entrance,  
6001 Airport Blvd.

Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St., 
Austin

Fiesta Mart Central  
3909 N. I-35, Austin

Goodwill Community Center 
1015 Norwood Park Blvd. 

Howson Public Library, 2500 
Exposition Blvd.

Travis County Granger Building,  
first floor,  
314 W. 11th St.

University of Texas Flawn Academic 
Center lobby,  
2400 Inner Campus Drive

AREA ELECTION DAY VOTING 
LOCATIONS

Baker Center, 
3908 Avenue B

Barton Hills Elementary School, 
2108 Barton Hills Drive

Ben Hur Shrine Center, 
7811 Rockwood Lane

Burnet Middle School, 
8401 Hathaway Drive

Cat Mountain Homeowners 
Association, 
6007 Mount Bonnell Road

Church on Congress Avenue, 
1511 S. Congress Ave.

Congregation Beth Israel, 
3901 Shoal Creek Blvd.

Doss Elementary School, 
7005 Northledge Drive

Fulmore Middle School, 
201 E. Mary St.

Galindo Elementary School, 
3800 S. Second St.

Gardner Betts Annex, 
2501 S. Congress Ave.

All of the early voting locations 
citywide are also polling sites on 
Election Day. The list of Election Day 
sites is not comprehensive. Travis 
County voters are allowed to vote on 
Election Day at any polling location in 
Travis County. Visit  
www.traviscountyclerk.org for a 
complete list of polling locations.

Source: Travis County/Community Impact 
Newspaper

Michael J. Lewis

Trustee, Place 5
Thomas Miranda
Nicole Eversmann
Anthony Schoggins

Trustee, Place 6
Douglas Gibbins
Nora De Hoyos Comstock

Trustee, Place 9
Guadalupe “Lupe” Sosa
Mitch Fuller
Julie Ann Nitsch
Jeremy Story

Austin ISD
Trustee, District 2,  
Adolphus “Andy” Anderson
Jayme Mathias

Trustee, District 3,  
Ann Teich

Trustee, District 5,  
Amber Elenz

Trustee, District 7
Yasmin Wagner

Trustee, District 8
David Ryan Quintanilla
Cindy Anderson

City of Austin
Council, District 7
Leslie Pool*
Natalie Gauldin

Council, 
District 10 
Sheri Gallo*

Rob Walker
Nicholas Virden
Alison Alter 

Bond election
The issuance of $720,000,000 
transportation and mobility 
improvement bonds and notes 
for improvements to Loop 360 
corridor, Spicewood Springs 
Road, Old Bee Caves Road 
Bridge, Anderson Mill Road, 
intersection of RM 620 and RM 
2222, Parmer Lane, North Lamar 
Boulevard, Burnet Road, Airport 
Boulevard, East Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard/FM 969, 
South Lamar Boulevard, East 
Riverside Drive, Guadalupe 
Street, Slaughter Lane, William 
Cannon Drive, Rundberg Lane, 
East Colony Park Loop Road, 
South Congress Avenue, 

Manchaca and South Pleasant 
Valley Road; sidewalks, Safe 
Routes to School, urban trails, 
bikeways, fatality reduction 
strategies, and the following 
local mobility substandard 
streets/capital renewal projects: 
Falwell Lane, William Cannon 
Overpass Bridge, FM 1626, 
Cooper Lane, Ross Road, Circle 
S Road, Rutledge Spur, Davis 
Lane, Latta Drive/Brush Country, 
Johnny Morris Road, and Brodie 
Lane; and the levy of a tax 
sufficient to pay for the bonds 
and notes.

Schedule your 3D mammogram* at ARA
Get yearly exams starting at 40
Choose ARA for expertise and convenience 
Request an appointment at 
ausrad.com or call 512.453.6100
*Also known as breast tomosynthesis.    

Last day to register to vote: Oct. 11
First day of early voting: Oct. 24
Last day of early voting: Nov. 4
Election Day: Nov. 8

IMPORTANT DATES
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AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 10 • CANDIDATES Q & A

Experience: owns an 
advising business, more 
than 20 year’s experience 
in higher education, 
nonprofits and public-
private partnerships
Website:  
www.alisonalter.com

ALISON ALTER
Experience: two years on 
Austin City Council, local 
business owner, Texas 
real estate broker, Texas 
mortgage broker, serves 
on numerous boards
Website:  
www.sherigallo.com

SHERI GALLO*
Experience: University of 
Texas Young Americans 
for Liberty president, 
worked in the Texas House 
of Representatives and 
Senate
Website:  
www.virdenforaustin.com

Experience: practicing 
certified public accountant 
for 14 years, Georgetown 
University professor of cost 
accounting and taxation, 
Ph.D. in tax and finance. 
Website:  
www.walkerforaustin.com

NICK VIRDEN ROB WALKER

District 10 needs someone who is going to put 
community first and not treat our city like a giant 
cash register benefiting a few special interests. 
My experience as a neighborhood advocate, an 
educator, businesswoman and mom has taught me 
to balance priorities, allocate resources fairly and 
manage budgets. My academic training and work 
experience prepares me to ask the right questions, 
connect the dots across policy areas and see the 
bigger picture. 

As the incumbent I have spent the last two 
years as an Austin City Council member learning 
the tremendous amount of information that is 
necessary to make appropriate policy decisions 
while running the 11th-largest city in the country 
and managing a $3.7 billion budget. I have lived 
in District 10 for over 55 years. … What I learned 
was that my depth and diversity of experiences 
in District 10 gave me a unique perspective. This 
part of Austin has many different voices and 
opinions. My style of leadership is to first listen to 
the concerns of my constituents and then make 
decisions that are the best for both District 10 and 
the city as a whole.

The skills that make me the best choice for this 
position are the fact that I was the president of 
Young Americans for Liberty at UT, growing the club 
from 0 to 140 members and increasing social media 
outreach to 2,000 people a week all while working 
in the political trenches, advocating for issues like 
LGBT rights, lower taxes, cutting wasteful spending 
and bringing bipartisan support for the most pressing 
issues that face us at the federal level. I’ve also 
worked in the Texas House of Representatives and 
Senate, so I understand the legislative process. I’m 
not just a policy wonk: I’m a people person and a 
great listener, something that’s necessary on issues 
as complex as what municipalities like Austin take on.

I have been practicing as a CPA with three 
employees in Austin specializing in international tax 
for 14 years. Our clients are from over 50 nations, 
and I regularly deal with the complexities of tax 
treaties. Previously I taught cost accounting and 
taxation at Georgetown University in Washington, 
D.C. for 10 years focusing on budgeting and project 
cost analysis. I have earned a B.A. in economics 
from Rice, an MBA in finance from Stanford, and a 
Ph.D. from UT in tax and finance. This expertise, I 
believe, makes me uniquely qualified to serve our 
city and its citizens in making careful budgetary 
and policy decisions to help restore the livability of 
our city.

What skills or expertise do you have that make you the best choice? 

Compiled by Marie Albiges, JJ Velasquez

*Incumbent
Answers have been edited for space.

New, thoughtfully-designed and  
energy-efficient homes in established areas 

Dynamic food and music scene,  
local shopping, exciting destinations  

and the great outdoors moments  
from your doorstep 

Built by the nation’s largest  
privately-owned  builder 

FIND YOUR DREAM HOME IN  
AUSTIN BY CONTACTING US AT 

866-933-5539

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject 
to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2016 David Weekley Homes - All 
Rights Reserved. Austin, TX (AUSA79158)

central-living.com

EXCEPTIONAL HOMES,  PRIME LOCATION
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TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DISTRICT 49 • CANDIDATES Q & A

Professional background: attorney
Experience: George Washington law school graduate (1999); lawyer at the 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees; lawyer at Kator, 
Parks & Weiser; Austin Interfaith volunteer; four years on the Austin ISD board of 
trustees; elected AISD board president in January 2015; legal aid attorney in 2010 
seeking access to nutritional aid for qualifying families
Party affiliation: Democrat
Campaign website: www.ginaforaustin.com

GINA HINOJOSA
Professional background: self-employed artistic director and investor 
Experience: Perkins has volunteer experience for nonprofit organizations, such as 
We Are Blood, formerly known as the Blood and Tissue Center of Central Texas, 
and Health Alliance for Austin Musicians, according to his website. He attended 
The University of Texas at Austin from 1975-79 and undertook a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree, according to his LinkedIn profile. 
Party affiliation: Libertarian 
Campaign website: www.rickperkinsfortexas.org

RICK PERKINS

As president of the Austin ISD school board, I grew increasingly frustrated by the lack of funding available 
for our public schools. These funding decisions are made at the Texas Legislature. When Rep. Elliot Naishtat 
decided to retire ... I knew that I had to try to win the seat to fight for more funding for our kids.

As a 30-year volunteer activist in District 49, I decided it was time to get more involved. I’m a 22-plus-gallon 
blood donor with [We Are Blood, formerly] the Central Texas Blood and Tissue Center. I’m also a long-time 
volunteer with the Red Cross of Central Texas. I’m a citizen activist. It’s time to serve my District 49. 

As a civil rights lawyer, I have experience understanding the law and fighting for the rights of Texans. As 
the former president of the Austin ISD school board and a mother with a son in public school, I understand 
at both a policy and personal level what our kids need to reach their potential. I also have experience 
balancing an almost $1 billion budget and building consensus to make progress in our community.

School finance—the system is so broken that we have the governor and the speaker of the House 
identifying this issue as a priority for next session.

I’ve lived in District 49 for 13 years. I proudly paid off my condo and support my local-small business 
owners. I’m involved with various neighborhood and homeowner associations as well as volunteer groups. I 
just bought my car in my neighborhood dealership. I support my district. 

By far, all my residential and business constituents are concerned with rising property taxes. Sustainability 
is a huge concern, too.

Why are you seeking the District 49 seat of the Texas House of Representatives?

What makes you uniquely qualified to represent this constituency?

What would be your top priority if elected to this office?

Last day to register to vote: Oct. 11
First day of early voting: Oct. 24
Last day of early voting: Nov. 4
Election Day: Nov. 8

IMPORTANT DATES

Your Best Defense
Get the Flu Shot

Call your ARC clinic or  
visit ARCflushot.com

AUSTIN
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1. ARC Far West 512-346-6611
2. ARC Far West Medical Tower 512-346-8888
3. ARC Medical Park Tower 
 Ob/Gyn 512-451-0161 | Ortho 512-454-4561
4. ARC South 1st Specialty 512-443-1311
5. ARC South 1st 512-443-1311
6. ARC South OB 512-383-9752

ARC Locations Near You
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7301 BURNET RD
512-323-6181

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY DELIVERY 
AND IN-HOME COLOR CONSULTATION*.
*SEE STORES FOR DETAIL

DECISIONS MADE EASIER,  
PAINTING MORE CONVENIENT.

©2016 Benjamin Moore & Co. ADVANCE, Aura Grand Entrance, ben, Benjamin Moore, Green Promise, Paint like no other, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

WALLS: TEAL OCEAN 2049-30, BEN, EGGSHELL.

Clement’s Paint, Downtown
1211 W. 6th Street

512-480-8466

Oak Hill  512-358-6111
Westlake  512-329-8891
Koenig  512-452-6202

HOURS: 
M-F 7am – 5:30pm
Sat 8am – 2:30pm

clementspaint.com

16-14231_Clements Paint Ad_V8.indd   1 9/6/16   10:39 AM

dedicated.

TO YOU. We are here for you — to provide the services you need, 

the treatments you seek and the compassionate care that you 

deserve. St. David’s HealthCare is the trusted choice for labor and 

delivery, pediatric care, and women’s services.

St. David’s HealthCare — committed to providing you  

the highest level of care — at every stage of life. 

stdavids.com/bca
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ELECTION GUIDE
Compiled by Kelli Weldon

*IncumbentAUSTIN CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 7 • CANDIDATES Q & A

Biography: Gauldin is a tech writer and former teacher who worked with the 
community teaching in more than 30 area schools and parks. Her current 
community leadership includes sitting on the board of Friends of Austin 
Neighborhoods (www.atxfriends.org) and leading Friends of The Grove  
(www.fotgatx.com).
Campaign website: www.nataliegauldin.com

NATALIE GAULDIN
Biography: Currently serving the city as council member, Pool is the first person 
to serve the 10-1 council representing District 7. A longtime Austin resident 
with experience serving on citizen boards and commissions at the city of Austin 
as well as bond committees for Travis County and Austin, she has worked for 
environmental organizations in the public policy arena and has been active in local 
civic issue campaigns.
Campaign website: www.lesliepoolcampaign.com

LESLIE POOL*

I would like to place a focus on achieving greater household affordability and improving our transportation 
options. I grew up here in the very area I’m running to represent. Many of my childhood friends have 
been priced out and now must live in the suburbs where they contribute to the traffic congestion issues 
we experience daily. Austinites need to have more choices in where they can afford to live and how they 
commute around town.

Uncontrolled growth presents great challenges in terms of keeping Austin affordable and protecting our 
neighborhoods. These have been and will continue to be two of my top priorities. I voted to establish the 
first-ever city of Austin homestead exemption for all homeowners and to raise the exemption to $82,500 for 
seniors. I also received the highest grade of all council members from the Austin Neighborhoods Council for 
my work to support our neighborhoods.

Some improvements at the top of the list include: sidewalks, safe pedestrian crossings, flood mitigation 
(drainage), affordable housing and improvements to public spaces such as parks and libraries. In addition, 
I want to give residents in the northern part of the district a louder voice at City Hall. To do this, it will be 
important to open an in-district office north of US 183 and champion technology that allows residents to go 
on public record more easily.

It’s critical that we provide improvements for congestion in the district. The current bond proposal will 
provide needed funding for more sidewalks around our schools so parents and children can walk or bike to 
and from school safely. We also need to make sure to provide consistent funding for our parks, pools and 
libraries. Time after time, survey after survey, residents list these community assets as top priorities.

What would be your top priority if elected/re-elected?

What resources could your district use more of?

IT’S TIME 
TO DO 

SOMETHING 
ABOUT 

TRAFFIC!
“…Will we do something about our congestion, or allow the problem to continue 

eroding our quality of life?  The bond package is not perfect, but it is certainly good.” 
- Austin American Stateman, Oct 14, 2016

Pol. Adv. Pd by Austin Forward PAC Per City Code 2-2-33, AustinForward PAC’s 5 largest contributors are Opportunity Austin, 
RECA-Business M/PAC, ABOR-PAC, Austin Apartment Association PAC, Manchester Financial Group

VOTE FOR PROP. 1 A Plan That Helps 
ALL of Austin

Learn More and Donate at www.moveaustinforward.org

Burnet Road
MLK/FM 969
North Lamar
South Lamar

Guadalupe St.

East Riverside
Airport Blvd.

Slaughter Lane
William Cannon                                                 

Improvements, extra travel lanes and 
expansions to move traffi  c faster

REGIONAL 
MOBILITY
$101 MILLION

Improvements and expansions 
to move traffi  c faster

GENERAL 
IMPROVEMENTS

$137 MILLION
Including over 50 miles of new 

sidewalks and safer routes to schools: 
safety improvements for dangerous in-
tersections; needed street repairs; bus 
pullouts and protected bike lanes to 

remove them from roadway so traffi  c 
can move faster.

SMART 
CORRIDOR PLAN

$482 MILLION

Anderson Mill Rd.
RM 620/2222 | Parmer Ln. 

Spicewood Springs 
Loop 360

Old Bee Caves Road bridge
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basketball shoot competition, a cake 
walk, live music from Austin bands, 
a fire truck, a costume parade, food 
trucks and awards. Everyone of all 
ages, both deaf and hearing, is invited. 
Proceeds benefit the Texas School for 
the Deaf Foundation. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Free (admission), $1 (per game ticket), $5 
(1K), $7 (1K and T-shirt). Texas School for 
the Deaf football field, 1102 S. Congress 
Ave. 512-462-5750.  
http://tsdfoundation.org/spooky-skedaddle

29 Clay of the Dead 2016
Inspired by Day of the Dead 

and Halloween traditions, this year’s art 
sale has two locations with clay, ceramic 
and pottery work available. 11 a.m.-8 
p.m. Free (items for sale). Fireseed Clay 
Art Studios, 2309 Thornton Road, Ste. 
O, and Clayways Pottery Studio and 
Gallery, 5442 Burnet Road.  
512-440-8485.  
www.fireseedclaystudios.com

31 Monday Blues
Join DJ King Louie, DJ Manolo 

Black and other acts for blues and 
bourbon in the lobby bar every Monday. 
Free valet parking is available for up 
to three hours. 7-11 p.m. Free. South 
Congress Hotel lobby bar, 1603 S. 
Congress Ave. 512-920-6405.  
http://southcongresshotel.com

November

03 through 06  
Austin Asian American 

Film Festival
The festival includes a selection of 
Asian and Asian-American films from 
established masters and newcomers 
alike, including the documentary 
“Tyrus”—about famed ex-Disney artist 
Tyrus Wong—and Hirokazu Koreeda’s 
“After the Storm.” 7-10 p.m. (Thu.),  
6 p.m.-midnight (Fri.), 12:30-11:30 p.m. 
(Sat.), 11 a.m.-10 p.m. (Sun.). $35 (film 
pass), $50 (festival badge). Blanton 
Museum of Art, 200 E. Martin Luther King 

Jr. Blvd. www.aaafilmfest.com.  
info@aaafilmfest.com

03 through 06 
41st annual Garage & 

Estate Sale
The event includes 21 areas for 
shoppers to browse with all proceeds 
benefiting The Settlement Home 
for Children. A preview party is 
scheduled for Nov. 3. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(Fri. and Sat.), 10 a.m.-2 p.m. (Sun.), 
3-5 p.m. (Sun. box sale). Free (Sat. 
or Sun. admission), $5 (Fri. presale 
admission), $7 (Fri. admission at 
the door), $75 (Thu. preview party), 
sponsorships available. Palmer 
Events Center, 900 Barton Springs 
Road. 512-836-2150.  
www.settlementhome.org

04 Austin Homebrew 
Festival 2016

Attendees can experience a festival 
of Austin’s independent, alternative 
and small-batch beers. Proceeds 
benefit the Austin Homebrew 
Community School. 6-9 p.m. 
$35 (general), $50 (VIP). Austin 
Saengerrunde, 1607 San Jacinto 
Blvd., Austin. www.ahbfestival.org. 
info@ahbfestival.org

05 through 06 
Texas Book Festival 

Connecting authors and readers through 
experiences that celebrate the culture 
of literacy, ideas and imagination, 
the annual event is held around the 
state Capitol and includes literary 
readings, panels, book signings, cooking 
demonstrations, live music, food trucks, 
children’s activities and vendors. 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. (Sat.), 11 a.m.-5 p.m. (Sun.). Free. 

October

28 Spooktacular at the  
Bullock Museum

The annual Halloween event features an 
evening of treats, games, and hands-on 
art and science activities for children age 
5 and older. Costumes are encouraged. 
5-8 p.m. Free. Bullock Museum, 1800 
Congress Ave. 512-936-8746.  
www.thestoryoftexas.com

28 Halloween carnival
Hosted by the city of 

Austin, the event includes games, 
candy and prizes for all ages. 3:30-6 
p.m. (full event), 5 p.m. (costume 
contest). Free. Oswaldo A.B. Cantu/
Pan-American Recreation Center, 
2100 E. Third St. 512-476-9193. 
www.austintexas.gov/department/
events/288

28 Disney in Concert:  
Tim Burton’s ‘The 

Nightmare Before Christmas’
“The Nightmare Before Christmas” is 
projected on a large screen with dialog 
and effects accompanied by Danny 
Elfman’s score played live by the Austin 
Symphony Orchestra. 8 p.m. $12-$100 
(depending on seat). Long Center for the 
Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive. 
512-474-5664. www.thelongcenter.org

29 Spooky Skedaddle 
Halloween festival

The Texas School for the Deaf 
Foundation festival includes a car show, 
a Kids 1K, an exotic animals petting 
zoo, 30 carnival games, a haunted 
house, an obstacle course competition, 

CALENDAR

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 S

et
tle

m
en

t 
H

o
m

e 
fo

r 
C

hi
ld

re
n

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

m
an

d
a 

B
ut

te
rfi

el
d

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

us
tin

 P
ar

ks
 a

nd
 R

ec
re

at
io

n 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

lis
o

n 
N

ar
ro

Worth the TRIP

through 06 
 Sound on Sound Fest
Sound On Sound Fest is a 

new festival based in Central Texas and 
features music acts spanning many 
genres, comedy standup performers, 
panel sessions and on-site camping. 
The event benefits HAAM, the 
Health Alliance for Austin Musicians. 
Headliners include Phantogram, Run 
the Jewels, Descendents and Guided 
by Voices on Friday; Beach House, 
Purity Ring, Mac Demarco, Big Boi and 
Flag on Saturday; and Explosions in 
the Sky, Courtney Barnett, Death Grips, 
Young Thug and Thursday on Sunday. 
8 a.m. (Fri. camping load-in), noon-3 
a.m. (each day), noon (Mon. camping 
load-out). $85 (single-day pass), $169 
(three-day pass). Sherwood Forest 
Faire, 1883 Old Hwy. 20, McDade. 
www.soundonsoundfest.com

N OV
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Texas Capitol, 1100 Congress Ave.  
512-477-4055.  
www.texasbookfestival.org

05 It’s My Park Day—Fall
The inaugural fall event 

focuses on tree care and planting 
at 100 parks across the city, 
offering another opportunity for 
park enthusiasts to come together 
as a community and keep Austin’s 
parks thriving. Attendees should 
register online. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 
Neighborhood parks. 512-477-1566. 
http://austinparks.org/impd

06 Bark for Life of Austin
Supporting the American 

Cancer Society, dog owners raise funds 
and awareness for the fight against 
cancer. The event includes dog activities, 
contests and treats. Noon-3 p.m. $25 
(one dog), $35 (two dogs), fundraising 
suggested. Yard Bar, 6700 Burnet Road. 
512-919-1888.  
www.relayforlife.org/barkaustintx

11 ARTBASH
The event kicks off with the 

East Austin Studio Tour, and features 
temporary site-specific art installations 
and performance pieces at existing 
exhibitions. 6 p.m. (VIP preview), 8 p.m.-
midnight (general). $40 (general), $85 
(VIP). Pershing, 2415 E. Fifth St.  
512-609-8587.  
www.artallianceaustin.org/artbash

12 Bilingual STEAM event
The event features educators 

who provide bilingual programs—
Spanish, Mandarin, French, English, 
Vietnamese and others—to elementary 

and middle school students in the 
Greater Austin area, both in-school 
and extracurricular. Attendees also 
participate in panel discussions, 
hands-on workshops, live music and 
demonstrations. Noon-4 p.m. Free. 
Sanchez Elementary School, 73 San 
Marcos St. 512-589-0333.  
www.austin.thinkbilingual.org

12 17, 20 
‘The Flying Dutchman’

Presented by the Austin Opera, the 
performance tells the supernatural 
tale of a captain cursed to navigate 
a ghost ship for all eternity—a 
punishment for invoking Satan 
during a treacherous ocean voyage. 
The show is directed by Eric 
Einhorn. 7:30 p.m. (Thu. and Sat.), 
3 p.m. (Sun.). $35-$114 (depending 
on seat). Long Center for the 
Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside 
Drive. 512-474-5664.  
www.thelongcenter.org/event/the-
flying-dutchman

16 through 20 
Merry & Bright: A  

Christmas Affair
Hosted by the Junior League of Austin, 
the event is the largest annual fundraiser 
for the organization. The $800,000 raised 
throughout the year helps the 2,500 
members feed 1,400 children each week 
through FIT (Food in Tummies), provide 
35,000 coats through Coats for Kids and 
support 32 community nonprofits. The 
event includes 200 vendors in themed 
shopping events. 6-10 p.m. (Wed. 
preview party), 9 a.m.-10 p.m. (Thu. 
and Fri. events), 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m. (Sat. 
events), 9 a.m.-4 p.m. (Sun. events). 

$15 (each market day), $150 (preview 
party). Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton 
Springs Road. 512-467-8982, ext. 9021.  
www.jlaustin.org

16 through Dec. 4  
‘Present Laughter’

Presented by Austin Shakespeare, 
the Noel Coward romantic farce 
is set in the 1930s and stars Marc 
Pouhé. 7:30 p.m. (Wed.-Sat.), 3 p.m. 
(Sun.), no show Nov. 24. $18. Long 
Center for the Performing Arts, 701 
W. Riverside Drive. 512-474-5664.  
www.thelongcenter.org/event/
present-laughter

19 Blacklight Run 
The nighttime 5K fun run 

features ultraviolet neon glowing 
powder. Participants may sprint, 
run or walk and should wear a white 
shirt. Registrants will walk away with 
a commemorative T-shirt, glow-in-
the-dark temporary tattoo, race bib, 
glow back and admission to the after 
party for the race. 3 p.m. (check-in), 
6 p.m. (race starts). $20 (promotional 
price), $45 (VIP). Travis County Expo 
Center, 7311 Decker Lane.  
www.blacklightrun.com/austintx.
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Compiled by Tara Pohlmeyer

Find more or submit Central Austin 
events at communityimpact.com/
cta-calendar.

To have Central Austin events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
second Wednesday of the month.

Online Calendar

19 Austin Pancakes &  
Booze Art Show

The self-proclaimed largest 
underground art show in North 
America includes over 65 emerging 
artists, live body painting, a free 
pancake bar and live DJ performance. 
Admission is limited to guests age 
21 and older.  The event takes place 
in cities throughout the U.S. and 
Canada. 8 p.m. $5 (cover). Elysium 
Austin, 705 Red River St.  
www.pancakesandbooze.com/austin

20 Rock the Red Kettle  
ATX 2016

Presented by KOKE FM and benefiting 
The Salvation Army Austin services for 
women and children, the event includes 
a night of music, live and silent auctions, 
food and giving. Singer-songwriter Cory 
Morrow is joined onstage by some of his 
friends in the Texas music scene, and 
Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers 
is on-site. A celebrity golf tournament 
benefiting the Salvation Army is also 
taking place this weekend. 6-9 p.m. 
$100 (individual), sponsorships and 
VIP experiences available. LifeAustin 
Amphitheatre, 8901 W. Hwy. 71.  
512-605-1410.  
www.rocktheredkettleatx.org
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Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

FALL IS HERE 
AND SO ARE 

THE CRITTERS!

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Animal Control

10% 
OFF

Not to Exceed $150.00

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

FALL IS HERE 
AND SO ARE 

THE CRITTERS!
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Homelessness definedBy the numbers

Samuel Espinosa
Homelessness survivor, the Salvation 
Army of Austin advisory board member
By JJ Velasquez

A t 17 years old and on the verge 
of leaving home for college, 
Samuel Espinosa and his fam-

ily’s fate was all but sealed: They were 
going to be homeless.

Throughout his teen years, Espino-
sa’s family struggled financially and 
would often find themselves in differ-
ent housing situations from month to 
month and even week to week, he said.

The Espinosas became nomads in 
about 1998, when the landlord of their 
South Austin home kept jacking up 
the rent from month to month. With 
their options dwindling, the family 
moved into a motel over Christmas 
break in 2001 and then ran out of 
money, Espinosa said.

Had the family not found a long-
term housing solution within that 
next year Espinosa said he would have 
probably turned down a scholarship to 
Yale University to help his mother and 
four younger siblings as they searched 
for a place to stay.

“Although Yale would’ve been hard 
to turn down, I wouldn’t just leave my 
family where they were,” he said.

But Yale became a viable option for 
Espinosa when his school, LBJ High 
School, called the Salvation Army of 
Austin to seek housing options for the 
Espinosa family.

With no room at the nonprofit’s 
downtown shelter to accommodate 
Espinosa’s seven-member family, 
the organization was able to step in 
nonetheless.

Through the Passages Program, 
a U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development-funded 
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Volunteer opportunities can be found 
at www.salvationarmyaustin.org and 
include activities such as:

• Ringing a bell at a Salvation Army Red 
Kettle during the holidays

• Working in its Angel Tree warehouse 
sorting toys for local children

• Volunteering for one of its fundraising 
events, such as Rock the Red Kettle 
ATX Concert (Nov. 20)

• Volunteering in its clothing closet

Donations can be made on the Salvation 
Army of Austin’s website. Donations 
made to the local organization benefit 
Austin-area residents.

How to help

367 people

700 people

500 children

2,588 people

1,552
232804

Samuel Espinosa, whose family struggled financially throughout his high school years, faced the 
possibility of homelessness his senior year, putting his opportunity to go to Yale University at risk.

sheltered at emergency shelters in 2015

sheltered at Austin Shelter 
for Women and Children 
in 2015

served through transitional housing 
Passages Program

come through the Salvation 
Army of Austin’s shelter 
system every year

women

childrenmen

of people sheltered 
at the Salvation Army 
of Austin emergency 
shelters in 2015 were 
women and children

73%

Source: the Salvation Army of Austin/Community 
Impact Newspaper

Source: the Salvation Army of Austin/Community 
Impact Newspaper

An individual or family who lacks 
a fixed, regular and adequate 
nighttime residence
Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development/Community Impact Newspaper

Community Impact 
Newspaper launched a 
new philanthropic mission 

in 2016: CI Cares seeks to aid citizens in 
our communities affected by hunger and 
poverty in order to give them a chance to 
thrive. The organizations featured in this 
section reflect that mission.

collaboration of local service provid-
ers, Espinosa’s family secured sub-
sidized low-income housing in their 
78704 neighborhood. His family was 
able to pay 30 percent of its income 
to stay in subsidized housing for a 
certain number of months.

Passages is among a set of initiatives 
the Salvation Army of Austin has at its 
disposal to help provide shelter to fami-
lies and individuals in need, said Social 
Services Director Kathleen Ridings.

“We think it’s important to invest in 
creating a safety net for families expe-
riencing homelessness,” she said. “The 
potential impact on children when 
homelessness becomes a long-term 
situation can be really devastating.”

Other services include the Salva-
tion Army of Austin’s downtown 
shelter and social service center, 
a 242-bed emergency shelter and 
resource center with social services 
available to men, women and chil-
dren as well as the Austin Shelter for 
Women and Children.

Espinosa graduated from Yale in 
2006. He is now working to ensure 
other families have access to the 
hand up his family received. He was 
appointed to the Salvation Army of 
Austin’s advisory board and attended 
his first meeting Sept. 15.

Home Automation    Lighting Control Systems     Motorized Shades     Mutli-Room/Outdoor Audio & Video    Home Theater Design

512-263-9700
1308 RR 620 S

Lakeway, TX 78734
A home featuring premium automation from Control4® means more comfort, convenience, and security—without a second thought. 

Control4 solutions make it easy to command all things—lights, security, climate control, home theater, music, and more, whether 

you’re at home or on the go. Blinds go up when the sun rises. Text alerts when the kids get home from school. Lights set the perfect 

mood for your dinner party with one touch. Thermostats crank up the heat as you head home from work. 

It’s better living, automatically. 

Serving the greater Austin area with 
the highest quality automation and 
entertainment since 2002

Learn more at  nextaustin.com
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By Marie Albiges

City benefits from local film scene, experts say
Among 30 such area gatherings, Austin Film Festival has $11M impact

The city of Austin might be more than 
just the “Live Music Capital of the World,” 
according to Austin Film Commission 

Director Brian Gannon. 
“At least every other week, there’s a film festival 

here,” he said, pointing out that Austin is home 
to nearly 30 film and television festivals, some of 
which are more well-known—such as South By 
Southwest Conference & Festivals and the Austin 
Film Festival—and others that may fly under the 
radar, such as the Austin Polish Film Festival. 

Gannon’s job involves marketing Austin to 
potential filmmakers and production companies. 
He said he frequents trade shows and film festivals 
around the country, inviting producers, directors, 
screenwriters and actors to 
choose Austin and its diverse 
set locations, ample sunshine, 
experienced local crews and 
monetary incentives over 
another city. 

When a film is shot in Aus-
tin, the city benefits econom-
ically because the cast and 
crew are staying in the city’s 
hotels, frequenting local restaurants and bars, buy-
ing film equipment from local vendors and using 
the local production studios’ spaces, Gannon said. 

“We want [productions] to come no matter what 
the size [of the film],” he said. 

Gannon and the rest of the team at the Austin 
Convention and Visitors Bureau—the city’s mar-
keting entity—also use the local film festivals to 
draw both tourists and film industry professionals 
to the city. 

AFF founder and Director Barbara Worker esti-
mates more than half of the people who attend her 
festival each October come from outside the region. 

She said the festival brings two distinctive audi-
ences to Austin: industry professionals and people 

AUSTIN ARTS
A look at the creative culture in the heart of Austin

*As of October 2016

who love watching movies and learning from the 
people who made them. 

“We definitely introduce a lot of new people 
every year to Austin,” she said, adding the eco-
nomic impact of the festival to the city last year 
was between $11 million and $12 million. An 
estimated 12,000 attendees slept, dined and 
played in Austin during the festival. 

She said her festival, which was held for 
the 23rd time from Oct. 13-20 in different 
venues around the city, would not be 
possible without two essential elements: 
writers and the culture of Austin. 

“People recognized right away there 
was a different mindset in this town,” 
she said.

Morgan said she knew Austin was a town 
rich with screenwriters and 
filmmakers when she started 
the festival 23 years ago. 

“We decided to take advan-
tage of that timing and work 
with the [Austin] Film Com-
mission and try to draw an 
audience from the industry,” 
she said. “People were com-
ing here to meet writers, and 

they were coming from [Los Angeles] and New York 
because we just had this big conglomeration of writ-
ers. In that way, we’ve become a tourism event and an 
industry event.”

But Morgan said the Austin filmmaker and 
screenwriter population has changed over the years. 

“There’s a lot of talk, and rightly so, about how we 
are losing those people because it’s just too expen-
sive here, and that’s true,” she said. “But I don’t 
think we are losing them in droves yet. We’re losing 
really great people, but in the process of losing, 
there’s still people coming in.” 

“We definitely 
introduce a lot of 
new people every 
year to Austin.” 

—Barbara Morgan, Austin Film Festival director 
and founder

1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s

12,000

186 panels

180 films

5
4,500+

91,000+
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last year

screened this year

2015 economic impact:

presented

submitted this year
submitted this year

this year

films

attendees

localfilms
screenplays

by the numbers

Austin  Film  Festival

1

9
16

76

32

78 *

Numerous permits have been 
obtained for movies, TV episodes 
and series filmed in the 
Austin area throughout the 
years, from big-budget films 
such as “Transformers: Age 
of Extinction” to the well-
known small-town series 
“Friday Night Lights.” 
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Peck Young, one of the chief archi-
tects of Austin’s district-based political 
system, said it will take time for Austin 
City Council to find its footing—just as 
it did when San Antonio made a similar 
switch a few decades ago.

“I think this council is not unlike the 
council [was] in San Antonio and is still 
in the process of learning,” Young said.

Outgoing City Manager Marc Ott—
who is serving in an advisory role until 
Oct. 31, when he is set to assume the 
executive director position at the Inter-
national City/County Management 
Association—said the council is indeed 
experiencing a learning curve, but it is 
not just the council that is adjusting.

“It is the organization, the city man-
ager and staff; they have to find their 
way, too,” Ott said. “And it’s also new 
for Austinites—all sectors of the com-
munity. I think everyone is adjusting.

“Going to a district-based change in 
election, I think the impact is pervasive 
across many things in our community. 
I think it’s just going to take time to 
be able to see more clearly what those 
impacts are.”

A consensus seemed to emerge 
among the Austin constituents inter-
viewed for this story by Community 
Impact Newspaper: Moving to geo-
graphical representation was necessary 
for the city, but the system is not yet 
functioning at optimal levels.

However, with only one council mem-
ber, Kathie Tovo, having prior council 
experience, most expected a period of 
transition—including Austin Neighbor-
hood Council President Mary Ingle.

“We knew that was going to happen, 
but I didn’t know it was going to be this 
rough,” Ingle said.

Committee system
An ongoing concern is that council 

business is not always conducted effi-
ciently. Meetings tend to begin about 
19 minutes after the scheduled 10 a.m. 
start time, and the median time City 
Council has adjourned its meetings 
is 7:20 p.m., according to a review of 
meeting minutes and transcripts. 

City code calls for adjourning meet-
ings no later than 10 p.m. The council 
has to vote to extend time, which it has 
done 20 times in the 10-1 system.

In April the council adopted legis-
lation limiting the amount of public 
comment time at meetings that could 
be spent on an agenda item—with 
some exceptions—to 90 minutes. One 
rationale behind that measure was 
council members and staff were often 
hearing the same testimony when they 
convened in committee meetings.

The committee structure stems from 
the very first meeting of the 10-1 Coun-
cil in January 2015. Mayor Steve Adler 
brought forth a resolution, approved 
by council, that established committees 
broken into policy areas such as hous-
ing and public utilities. These commit-
tees would take up items before council 
meetings to minimize time spent on 
those items during the regular meetings.

There are 10 council committees. 
Each district-elected council member 
sits on at least four committees, leads 
one and is vice chairperson for another.

A l t h o u g h 
w e l l - i n t e n -
tioned, the 
council com-
mittees have 
not produced 
the desired 
result, said 
Ward Tisdale, 
Real Estate 
Council of 
Austin Presi-
dent.

“I think 
there is a gen-
eral feeling 
that the whole 
committee structure has not been very 
effective,” Tisdale said. “It has really 
created more meetings without better 
results.”

He also said Austin’s 60-plus boards 
and commissions do not create a more 
effective government because there are 
too many levels.

Dewitt Peart, president and CEO of 
the Downtown Austin Alliance, said 
he has not followed Austin politics for 
very long but recognizes the challenges 

that have manifested during the past 
two years. Although the aspiration to 
be transparent is admirable, having so 
many commissions and committees 
“drags out the process” and has been 
“frustrating” for the business sector.

Interim City Manager Elaine Hart, 
who had served as the city chief finan-
cial officer until Oct. 1, said the com-
mittee system has been the biggest 
change during the 10-1 era. She said 
the new processes have helped create a 
rapport among council and staff.

“[The committee system] has created 
additional workload for staff, but there 
have been some advantages of that 
additional workload,” Hart said. “It’s 
a way for directors and staff to have a 
one-on-one relationship with council 
members on that committee.”

Time spent on zoning matters
Another item tying up council time 

predates the 10-1 system: zoning mat-
ters, said Drew Scheberle, senior vice 
president of advocacy for the Greater 
Austin Chamber of Commerce.

S c h e b e r l e 
said the coun-
cil spends too 
much time on 
individual per-
mitting and 
zoning matters. 
The land devel-
opment code 
rewrite pro-
cess, dubbed 
C o d e N E X T, 
will guide 
how land is 
developed and 
r e d e v e l o p e d 
in Austin. 

CodeNEXT has been in the works for 
years but has experienced delays. The 
process is expected to reach a milestone 
in early 2017 when the city is expected 
to release the first draft of the code.

Often, whole council meetings are 
held to review zoning and permitting 
cases. Providing a blueprint for how 
development should occur, CodeNEXT 
would free up meeting time so council 
can tackle the affordability issues facing 
the city, Scheberle said. 

That would allow the full potential of 
the 10-1 council to be realized, he said.

“That’s really where council gets out 
of the singular case-by-case, house-by-
house issues,” he said.

Once the draft of the code is pub-
lished in January, a months-long public 
comment process will ensue, Hart said. 
She said she anticipates council adopt-
ing CodeNEXT later in the year.

“Once that is done, we are hoping 
that will speed up some of the pro-
cesses,” she said.

A seat at the table
Young said minority residents are 

experiencing proportional representa-
tion for the first time, and North Aus-
tin and South Austin dwellers have a 
representative from their part of town 
for the first time in many years. Many 
of the at-large council members previ-
ously lived in West Austin as well as the 
city’s urban core, he said.

“[North and South Austin residents] 
have somebody they can call when they 
have problems,” Young said. “Problems 
are being solved, and things are being 
done finally in that part of town [that 
had not been] in more than a quar-
ter-century.”

Council also now has more conser-
vative voices under 10-1 than it had 
before, Young said. It is a constituency 
that has perhaps flown under the radar 
in the mostly liberal Austin but one that 
is increasingly making its presence felt 
at City Hall, he said.

Low-income Austin residents are 
also better represented under the new 
10-district system, said Emily Timm, 
deputy director of the Texas Work-
ers Defense Project. The organization 
advocates for policy to improve the liv-
ing conditions of low-wage workers.

Although there had been the political 
will in past councils, she said there had 
not been direct representation.

“Council members feel personally 
accountable to low-income communi-
ties,” Timm said. “There’s a person to 
go to.”

But she said Austin is in a critical 
moment as increasing housing costs 
drive out middle- and low-income resi-
dents. She said she hopes to see council 

10-1 council
Continued from | 1
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“I think it’s important 
that we have these 
different voices from 
around the city now 
having a seat at the 
table to define and 
influence the city that 
we want going forward.”

—David King, Austin Neighborhood Council vice 
president

Feb. 9
The structure for 
council committees 
changes. Each 
council member 
is appointed to 
committees to take 
up items relating to 
such areas as finance 
and mobility prior to 
regular meetings.

Sept. 10
By a 9-2 vote, council 
adopts a $3.5 billion fiscal 
year 2015-16 budget, 
its first under the 10-1 
representation system.

Oct.-Nov.
Council begins setting 
new regulatory framework 
for short-term rentals, or 
STRs, offered through such 
services as Airbnb and 
HomeAway, which requires 
vacation rental owners 
to apply for licenses and 
outlaws those not occupied 
by an owner.

Dec. 18
City Council approves 
changes to its city 
ordinance regulating 
ride-hailing companies, 
such as Uber and Lyft. 
Council later calls for 
voters to decide in 
May 2016 whether the 
new regulations should 
stand.

Jan. 29
Austin City Council 
meets for the first time 
as an elected body 
of 10 single-member 
district representatives 
and one at-large mayor.

austin city 
council  
actions 

2015

2015-16
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If the bond is approved, the city of Aus-
tin would spend $482 million on eight 
corridors throughout the city. Seven 
corridors have completed or soon-to-
be-completed plans. An eighth corridor 
would be chosen in South Austin after 
public input. The city would also create 
a corridor mobility report to determine 
how to split the funds among the eight 
corridors for short-, medium- and long-
term improvements.

Projects that could be funded from 
the completed corridor plans include 
intersection improvements, such as 
signals, turn lanes and pedestrian 
crossings; sidewalks and accessible 
ramps to comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act; bicycle facilities, 
such as separated and protected bike 
lanes; signal prioritization for buses; 
and transit facilities, including bus 
shelters, relocated bus stops, queue 
jumps for buses, and transit lanes in 
the center of the roadway.

Completed corridor plans

1  Burnet Road from Koenig Lane 
to MoPac

2  East Riverside Drive from I-35 
to SH 71

3  Airport Boulevard from Lamar 
Boulevard to US 183

4  South Lamar Boulevard from 
Riverside Drive to Ben White 
Boulevard

5  Guadalupe Street

6  MLK Jr. Blvd. from US 183 
to Webberville

7  North Lamar Boulevard from 
US 183 to I-35Map not to scale
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June 29
Council increases the city 
homestead exemption 
from 6 percent to 8 
percent. Taxpayers who 
use their home as their 
main residence can 
qualify for a homestead 
exemption, a form of 
property tax relief.

Aug. 18
A $720 million mobility 
bond is placed on the 
November ballot.  
District 1 Council 
Member Ora Houston 
votes against adding 
the bond to the ballot. 
Council members Don 
Zimmerman, Ellen 
Troxclair and Delia Garza 
abstain from the vote.

March 24
The city’s Fair Chance 
Hiring Ordinance, which 
prevents certain private 
employers from asking 
about applicants’ criminal 
backgrounds prior to 
offering them a job, is 
approved by council and 
becomes law April 4.

April 7
Council directs the city 
manager to propose 
code amendments to 
Austin Water service 
regulations for unusually 
high water bills.

April 14
A council resolution 
limits public testimony at 
regular council meetings 
to 90 minutes per 
agenda item with certain 
exceptions, such as 
public hearings.

June 16
Council adopts the 
South Central Waterfront 
Initiative, a guiding 
document for how the 
118-acre area south 
of Lady Bird Lake and 
across from downtown 
will be redeveloped.

create policies that encourage quality 
economic opportunities for working 
individuals and families. 

David King, Austin Neighborhood 
Council vice president, said with all the 

change occurring at once within the 
city—district representation, a new city 
manager and a land development code 
rewrite—there is risk but also opportu-
nity to bring 10-1 to bear.

“I think it’s important that we have 
these different voices from around the 
city now having a seat at the table to 
define and influence the city that we 
want going forward,” King said.

2016

Source: city of Austin/Community Impact Newspaper

How the city of Austin’s $720 million mobility 
bond will affect property owners’ tax bills 
is being debated among city leaders and 
those taking a hard look at the city’s math.

On Nov. 8, voters will decide whether to 
approve the bond, which includes three 
project categories. Most funding — 
$482 million—would go toward 
implementing parts of the city’s seven 
completed corridor plans as well as 
studying a new corridor plan in South 
Austin. Another $101 million would go 
toward regional mobility projects, and the 
remaining $137 million would be spent on 
local road projects and implementing parts 
of the city’s sidewalk, bicycle, urban trails 
and fatality-reduction plans.

Interim Chief Financial Officer Greg 
Canally said the city could issue $250 
million in bonds without raising the debt 
service tax rate and would issue the 
remaining $470 million by raising that tax 
rate by an estimated 2.25 cents per $100 
taxable valuation. Bonds would be issued 
by 2021, he said.

“It’s important for cities to invest and 
have the public vote on [bonds],” he said. 
“A key factor of how debt works is it’s 
spread out over 20 years, and everyone 
who uses [the facilities built from bond 
funds] contributes to it.”

Calculating the impact of the increased tax 
rate is an issue Austin resident Roger Falk, 
an analyst with Travis County Taxpayers 
Union, refutes. He said fine print in the city’s 
own bond flier that says the city’s overall 
tax rate would increase to 53.39 cents, 
representing a 7.5 cent increase versus a 
2.25 cent increase the city would need to 
sell all $720 million in bonds.

Canally said this language is required by 
state law to show the financial impact as 
if all the bonds were issued the day after 
the election.

“The assumption it makes is ... we would 
issue all $720 million and would have to 
raise immediately the tax rate, and that 
would be 7.5 cents,” Canally said. “We 
wouldn’t do that; that’s not how bonds 
work. Why is it not 7.5 cents eight years 
from now? We’re paying off existing debt 
over time.”

Falk said the city should use real numbers 
versus projections to provide the full picture.

“They say we’ll retire some debt, but if 
you went to a car dealership and they 
said, ‘You’re going to be paying your 
house off and that payment’s about the 
same as this car payment, so you’re 
getting the car free.’ That would be 
deceptive,” he said.

Falk also balks at the city’s use of the 
median-valued home price of $250,000 
based on taxable value. He said using the 
mean would provide a more accurate and 
meaningful average, and appraisal district 
figures are outdated. He said data from the 
Austin Board of Realtors, which provides 
information on local home values, indicates 
the median home value has been above 
$340,000 for the past few months.

He said he would support a bond without 
the corridor plans, which would be 
detrimental to business owners. As a 
commercial property owner, Falk said the 
plans also lead to more density and traffic 
congestion. He said many business owners 
do not know of the corridor projects and 
worries construction and the changes 
could harm their businesses.

“The city has not apprised these people of 
what is coming to them,” he said.

But Jim Wick, campaign manager for 
political action committee Move Austin 
Forward, said the primary outcome of the 
bond would be congestion relief. 

“This bond proposition will significantly 
address congestion throughout all parts 
of the city and create more safety for 
motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists,” 
he said. “This bond will provide a lot of 
transportation choices for Austinites.”

Wick   took a leave of absence from working 
in the Mayor Steve Adler’s office to run 
MAF.  He said the bond includes sidewalk 
and bicycle facilities, which are lacking in 
areas of Central and East Austin that need 
them the most. Other agencies are working 
on projects in North and South Austin, such 
as the Y at Oak Hill project and the express 
lanes on north MoPac.

“We have to chip in and take care of our 
roads,” Wick said. 

compiled by amy denney

breaking down the bond

On Nov. 8, voters will decide whether to authorize the city of Austin to issue $720 million in bonds. Interim Chief Financial Officer 
Greg Canally said the city would only need to increase its debt service tax rate—used to pay outstanding debt—by an estimated 
2.25 cents per $100 taxable valuation because the city could issue about $250 million in bonds under the existing tax rate.

The city could issue $250 million in bonds under its current debt 
service tax rate of 10.19 cents per $100 taxable valuation. Raising the 
debt service tax rate by an estimated 2.25 cents would allow the city 
to issue another $470 million, bringing the total to $720 million.

METHOD 1 (SHOWN AT LEFT): If all the bonds were issued in 2016, 
the monthly cost would be less than $5 for a taxpayer with a median-
valued home in the city of Austin of $250,000.

METHOD 2: This calculation requires assuming home values appreciate 
4 percent each year and the city would get a 5 percent interest rate on 
the bonds. It also would assume the city would issue all the bonds by 
2021 and increase the debt service tax rate by a 1/2 cent each year.

In 2006 voters approved $567 million in bond projects, and the city 
told voters the impact would be about $2.66 per month for the average 
homeowner. The actual increase was $1.08 per month because the tax 
rate went down after home values increased more than expected.

HOME VALUE
DIVIDED BY 

100

$0.0225
(DEBT SERVICE TAX 

RATE INCREASE)

12

CALCULATE YOUR OWN 
TAX IMPACT

This equals the  
monthly increase

austin’s $720 million  
mobility bond

DIVIDED BY 

Source: city of Austin/Community Impact Newspaper

mobility bond 
projects

How has your political representation changed under 
Austin City Council’s 10-1 system?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/cta-poll.
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CALL NOW AND 
GET 1 FREE WEEK 

ARBORETUM–ARBOR TOWN SQUARE
10721 RESEARCH BLVD. SUITE A-100

AUSTIN, TX 78759 • (512) 900-3223

NOW OPEN!
NORTH DOMAIN/ROCK ROSE

3100 ESPERANZA CROSSING SUITE 118
AUSTIN, TX 78758 • (512) 807-0444

512-807-0444 512-900-3223
NORTH DOMAIN/ROCK ROSE ARBORETUM–ARBOR TOWN SQUARE
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corner of South Congress and Live Oak 
Street. 

Today, hundreds of people frequent 
South Congress daily to eat, shop, 
socialize and visit Austin icons such as 
Jo’s Coffee and the Continental Club.

But a new mixed-use development, 
changing storefronts, more visitors and 
an ongoing struggle with neighborhood 
parking has some South Congress local 
business owners and residents wonder-
ing whether a part of Austin’s unique 
character has been lost.

South Congress changes
 Next year, seven businesses leasing 
space in and around what is known as 
the Soco Center—located between 1011 
and 1123 S. Congress Ave.—will vacate 
so new development Mixed Use Music 
Lane can be built. 

The 113,300-square-foot development 
will have 51,000 square feet of office 
space, 47,800 square feet of retail space 
and 14,500 square feet of restaurant 
space, according to documents engineer-
ing firm Big Red Dog filed with the city of 
Austin’s planning department. A parking 
garage is also included.

South Congress
Continued from | 1

The development of Music Lane 
Mixed Use will close Sfanthor House 
of Wax, Texas National Outfitters, Wet 
Salon & Studio, Strut, Parts & Labour, 
United Apparel Liquidators and Ignite 
Fitnez.  A timeline for the new develop-
ment has not been given. 

The development will be designed 
by Lake/Flato Architects, which also 
designed the nearby Hotel San Jose.

Lake/Flato Architects and Big Red 
Dog declined to comment for this 
article. 

Nearby restaurant Snack Bar, which 
opened in 2009, will also close Oct. 
30 after being purchased—along with 
the Austin Motel, which will remain 
open—by Green-
field Partners 
LLC, a real estate 
investment com-
pany.

Other recent 
newcomers to the 
corridor include 
Torchy’s Tacos, 
which opened its 
flagship store in January; restaurant 
June’s All Day, which opened its first 
brick-and-mortar location in June; eye-
wear store Warby Parker, which opened 
Aug. 27; and Cosmic Cowboy Smoke 
Shop, which opened in August.

she said, adding she is unsure where 
she will relocate the business. “Who’s to 
blame for the loss of the character of the 
city? Everybody allows it, I guess.”  

Austin Motel, Snack Bar
A recent South Congress business 

change has been one of ownership and 
management. 

Austin Motel, which was built in 
1938, was recently purchased—along 
with surrounding properties Snack Bar, 
Blackmail, Creatures Boutique, The 
Gypsy Wagon, Turquoise Door and 
Heritage Boot—by Greenfield Partners 
LLC. 

With the sale to Greenfield Partners, 
Austin Motel and Snack Bar fell under 
the management of hospitality company 
Bunkhouse Group, which also manages 
South Congress’ Jo’s Coffee, Hotel San 
Jose and Hotel Saint Cecilia.  

Bethany Andrée, the owner of Snack 
Bar—originally built as the motel diner—
chose to close Oct. 30 rather than finish 
her lease in 2018 to give her employees 
up to two months’ severance “so that 
everyone’s taken care of,” she said. 

Andrée said so far it has been dif-
ficult to find space in Austin to lease 
within her price range. 

She has been counting down the 
days until the restaurant’s closure by 

Business owners reflect
The businesses being replaced by 

Music Lane Mixed Use are preparing to 
vacate and have been searching for new 
homes. 

Perry Griffin, general manager of 
Texas National Outfitters, will have to 
vacate in January after a little more than 
three years in business. He said he has 
been looking to relocate downtown or 
somewhere along South First Street.

Eric Massey, who co-owns Wet 
Salon & Studio with Jimmy Haddox, 
said he is not too worried about mov-
ing and is confident his client base will 
follow the salon.

“I think our brand will fit anywhere 
in Austin,” he 
said, adding he 
is looking at the 
move with a pos-
itive perspective 
but is nostalgic 
about leaving his 
South Congress 
salon, which he 
and Haddox have 

owned since 2000.
Parts & Labour owner Lizelle Vil-

lapando said she was notified this 
spring that she would have to vacate by 
the end of January. 

“My world has been South Congress,” 

“Who’s to blame for the 
loss of the character 
of the city? Everybody 
allows it, I guess.”

—Lizelle Villapando, Parts & Labour owner

34

Replaced a food truck court at 1603 S. 
Congress Ave. in 2015. The boutique hotel is 
also home to Cafe No Se, Central Standard, 
Otoko, Manana and Revival Cycles.

SOUTH CONGRESS HOTEL

Both business owners and area residents have worked to maintain 
the character of South Congress Avenue, which they often charac-
terize as “weird,” “unique” and “local.” The corridor has seen many 
changes in the past few decades, from the addition of bicycle lanes 
and back-angle parking to iconic storefronts opening and closing. 

S O OC

A CHANGING
Landscape

T O R C H Y S

TORCHY’S TACOS
Opened its flagship location at 
1822 S. Congress Ave. on Jan. 19.

Designed by Miranda Baker
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posting daily Facebook photos and 
anecdotes.

“I guess I want to be missed,” 
Andrée said.

Area leaders respond
Brandon Hodge, who leads the South 

Congress Merchants Association and 
owns Big Top Candy Shop and Monkey 
See, Monkey Do!, said the association’s 
goal for nearly two decades has been to 
maintain the character of the street.

He said it is unfortunate that busi-
nesses such as Snack Bar and tenants 
from the Soco Center are forced to 
leave South Congress. 

“That’s where the fear really sets in 
as someone who has so much of their 
time and energy devoted to South 
Congress,” he said, referring to the dis-
placement of local businesses.

Mayor Pro Tem Kathie Tovo, whose 
District 9 includes the South Congress 
area, said she also wants to see the 
corridor and its small, locally owned 

businesses preserved.  
“It’s going to be a very significant loss,” 

she said of the businesses moving out 
of the Soco Center. “Their presence has 
been part of what has made that area 
such an appealing one.” 

She said she wants to avoid incentiviz-
ing redevelopment in historic areas such 
as South Congress and prefers to see new 
businesses go to communities that would 
benefit more from such changes. 

“I believe it’s a balance. The city ben-
efits financially [from new businesses] 
from an increase in property taxes, but 
we all benefit by preserving the char-
acter and appeal of some of these sec-
tions that are very distinct,” she said.  

Tovo said she wants to see tools 
within CodeNEXT—the city’s revamped 
land-development code that is slated to 
be completed in 2017—and zoning and 
preservation policies to prevent South 
Congress from turning into a section of 
bars and restaurants, much like Rainey 
Street or East Sixth Street, and to help 

small businesses stay in place. 

Community relations
Gretchen Otto, who serves as the 

South River City Citizens neighbor-
hood association president and has 
lived in the South Congress area since 
1999, said living there has always come 
with problems. 

“This has always been a residential 
area,” she said. “It’s not downtown.” 

Otto said parking has been one of the 
neighborhood association’s major ongo-
ing issues and has made for rocky rela-
tionships with South Congress business 
owners and the city.

The SRCC has begun supporting res-
idential parking permits, or RPPs, that 
allow residents—rather than South Con-
gress visitors—to park in front of their 
houses. Sixty percent of households on 
a residential block must agree to have 
RPPs, which cost $15 each per year. Res-
idents must then submit an application 
to the city and get the support of the 

SRCC before they can begin using the 
RPPs.

Hodge said he thinks the city gave 
the neighborhood association too 
much weight on the RPPs. 

“As the area has gotten busier, the 
parking has gotten more and more 
restrictive,” he said. “Anything that 
restricts parking on those streets means 
that the neighbors are going to ask for 
relief when [the merchants] need park-
ing the most.”

He said he has proposed a shared 
parking agreement that would give 
residents 50 percent of neighborhood 
parking and allow shoppers to use the 
other 50 percent. 

Tovo said she is aware of the parking 
concerns and hopes the slated Mixed 
Use Music Lane parking garage will ease 
some of that parking congestion.
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Texas National

Outfitters

G
Y
MSTRUTUALWET

SOCO CENTER

The Soco Center, which includes Wet Salon 
& Studio, Strut, Parts & Labour, United 
Apparel Liquidators and Texas National 
Outfitters, will become a 113,300-square-
foot mixed-use development dubbed the 
Music Lane Mixed Use project. The current 
structure was built in 1972, according to 
the Travis Central Appraisal District.

FINE FOODS
SNACK BAR

MOTEL

A
U
S
T
I
N

AUSTIN 
OWNED 

SINCE 1938

Güero’s
TACO BAR

CENTRAL FEED & SEED CO.

Took over the shuttered Central Feed 
and Seed at 1412 S. Congress Ave. in 
1995 and turned it into a taco bar.

GÜERO’S

Jo’s

35

TOMS

Austin Motel, built in 1938, was recently 
purchased by Greenfield Partners LLC and 
is now managed by hospitality company 
Bunkhouse Group.

AUSTIN MOTEL

TOMS AUSTIN

TOMS opened a shoe retail store and coffee shop in a 
converted residence at 1401 S. Congress Ave. in 2014.

JO’S COFFEE

Jo’s Coffee opened at 
1300 S. Congress Ave. 
in 1999 and is a popular 
photography spot 
because of its “I love you 
so much” graffiti painted 
on the side of the building.

Continental
THE

CLUB

THE CONTINENTAL CLUB

One of the longest-standing establishments on 
South Congress, live music venue The Continental 
Club opened in 1956 at 1315 S. Congress Ave.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

Owner Bethany Andrée opened Snack 
Bar seven years ago, replacing El Sol 
Y La Luna in an attempt to bring back 
parts of the original motel diner.

SNACK BAR

2410 San Antonio Street • 512-478-1577
1014 North Lamar • 512-476-1414

Westgate Shopping Center • 512-899-0992

Whole Earth Provision Co.

Styles for Men  
& Women

"BEER 
ME”

Get Your Calendar buzzed!

MONDAY $1 BEER NIGHT (SELECT BEER)
TUESDAY $1 SELECT BEER, $2 WELL DRINKS
“TEXAS” THURSDAYS ALL TEXAS CRAFT BEER 
AND ALL TEXAS SPIRITS $1 OFF

HAPPY HOUR 
12PM-8PM EVERY DAY!

3808 S. CONGRESS AVE.  |  AUSTIN, TX 78704  |  512.444.7788

HOURS 12PM-2AM 7 DAYS A WEEK

3808 S. CONGRESS AVE.  |  AUSTIN, TX 78704  |  512.444.7788

12PM-2AM 7 DAYS A WEEK
WE HAVE all 

the football 

games 
AVAILABLE TO HOST 
FANTASY FOOTBALL 

DRAFT PARTIES

IT'''S
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CALL US FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY FEAST NEEDS
GET OUT OF THE KITCHEN AND SPEND MORE TIME

WITH YOUR FAMILY THIS SEASON

WE DO THE FUSSIN’, YOU DO THE FEASTIN’!

Turkey to Trimmings

5 AUSTIN AREA LOCATIONS

POKEJOS.COM

Smokin’ it slow... servin’ it up fastSmokin’ it slow... servin’ it up fast

Supported in Part by:

www.chuysparade.com * facebook/.com/ chuysparadei

EMPORIUM PACKAGING & SPICE Co.

Bring New, Unwrapped Toys
to Donate to Blue Santa

Saturday, Nov. 28, at 11am on Congress Ave.

Supported in Part by:

www.chuysparade.com * facebook/.com/ chuysparadei

EMPORIUM PACKAGING & SPICE Co.

Bring New, Unwrapped Toys
to Donate to Blue Santa

Saturday, Nov. 28, at 11am on Congress Ave.

Supported in Part by:

www.chuysparade.com * facebook/.com/ chuysparadei

EMPORIUM PACKAGING & SPICE Co.

Bring New, Unwrapped Toys
to Donate to Blue Santa

Saturday, Nov. 28, at 11am on Congress Ave.

Supported in Part by:

www.chuysparade.com * facebook/.com/ chuysparadei

EMPORIUM PACKAGING & SPICE Co.

Bring New, Unwrapped Toys
to Donate to Blue Santa

Saturday, Nov. 28, at 11am on Congress Ave.Supported in Part by:

www.chuysparade.com * facebook/.com/ chuysparadei

EMPORIUM PACKAGING & SPICE Co.

Bring New, Unwrapped Toys
to Donate to Blue Santa

Saturday, Nov. 28, at 11am on Congress Ave.

Saturday, November 26 @ 11AM
Downtown Austin on Congress Avenue

Supported in Part by:

www.chuysparade.com * facebook/.com/ chuysparadei

EMPORIUM PACKAGING & SPICE Co.

Bring New, Unwrapped Toys
to Donate to Blue Santa

Saturday, Nov. 28, at 11am on Congress Ave.

bring new, unwrapped toys 
to donate to Blue Santa

28th Annual

sponsored in part by:

www.chuysparade.com 
facebook.com/chuysparade



Central Austin Edition • October 2016 37

Market Data

REAL ESTATE

On the market  ( September 2016)

Median price of homes sold  September 2015 vs.   September 2016
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Price 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

$1 million

$900,000

$800,000

$700,000

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

—

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

$149,999 or less — — — 1/32 3/16 — — 1/3 — — 2/5

$150,000-$199,999 — 1/58 1/25 4/21 1/76 — 1/3 1/7 1/24 1/12 2/5

$200,000-$299,999 — 5/25 — 9/34 4/22 — 7/25 2/35 3/46 1/8 2/14

$300,000-$399,999 6/101 6/48 1/0 8/29 — 1/13 9/26 3/64 3/30 1/128 11/44

$400,000-$499,999 2/21 7/65 3/53 17/47 2/7 1/42 4/12 1/4 2/24 4/54 10/63

$500,000-$599,999 1/12 1/2 3/69 8/38 2/12 1/12 2/28 7/46 2/5 — 3/41

$600,000-$799,999 2/236 3/24 2/32 12/47 — — 1/0 10/70 3/56 4/80 4/42

$800,000-$999,999 — — 1/175 3/64 — — 1/10 2/35 1/27 1/78 1/0

$1 million+ 2/51 — 4/173 3/100 — — — 3/77 — — —

10.67%

-0.63%

-12.21%

20.69%

-4.40%

5.84% 26.38%
24.62%

33.99% 13.27%

17.13%

The Settlement Home for Children
41st Annual Garage & Estate Sale

“Bargain hunting  
 is my cardio!”

Palmer  Events  Center
900 Barton Springs Road

General  Sale  Days 
November 4-6, 2016

Free garage parking! 
Thursday, November 3

Private Sponsor Shopping Hour - 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Preview Party - 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

(Purchase tickets by Oct. 26)

Friday, November 4
 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. ($7 admission)

$5 advance tickets available at Randalls Food Markets

Saturday, November 5
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (free admission)

Sunday, November 6
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (free admission)

Box Sale - 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

*Tickets and more info available at www.settlementhome.org

social cookies

  300  •  hello@k300  •  hello@k 300  •  hello@k300  •  hello@kelliesbakingco.com300  •  hello@kelliesbakingco.c512.336 .7300  •  hello@k300  •  hello@kelliesbakingco.com

Retail Opening Soon! | 5245 Burnet Road

instabites onsite events
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Smoothies
Salad Bar
Organic Fruits & Veggies
Healthy Snacks
Supplements
LA Fitness Apparel 

W Anderson Ln.

B
ur
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t R

d.

LA FITNESS

2020 W Anderson Lane
Austin, TX 78757

737.212.0381
www.mymusclemaker.com

BUY 1 SMOOTHIE
& GET 1 FREE

(Inside LA Fitness) 
Gym Membership Not Required 

Must present coupon at time of purchase. May not be 
combined with any other offer. Offer applies to least 
expensive smoothie. Offer Expires 11/30/2016.

REGISTER TODAY AT 
www.diabetes.org/austinstepout

Hawaiian Falls Adventure Park 
NOVEMBER 12, 2016

18500 TX-130 Service Rd, Pflugerville, TX 78660

GATE OPEN AT 7:30 A.M. | WALK STARTS AT 9:00 A.M.

REGISTER TODAY AT 
www.diabetes.org/austinstepout

Hawaiian Falls Adventure Park 
NOVEMBER 12, 2016

18500 TX-130 Service Rd, Pflugerville, TX 78660

GATE OPEN AT 7:30 A.M. | WALK STARTS AT 9:00 A.M.

REGISTER TODAY AT 
www.diabetes.org/austinstepout

Hawaiian Falls Adventure Park 
NOVEMBER 12, 2016

18500 TX-130 Service Rd, Pflugerville, TX 78660

GATE OPEN AT 7:30 A.M. | WALK STARTS AT 9:00 A.M.

REGISTER TODAY AT 
www.diabetes.org/austinstepout

Hawaiian Falls Adventure Park 
NOVEMBER 12, 2016

18500 TX-130 Service Rd, Pflugerville, TX 78660

GATE OPEN AT 7:30 A.M. | WALK STARTS AT 9:00 A.M.



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

YOUR PURCHASE. 
Must present coupon.Not valid with any 

other coupon or promotion. 
Not valid for holiday pies and sides.

Mon. and Wed. after 5pm with the 
purchase of an adult entree. Mon-Thurs 3-5 | Tues-Thurs 9-10Expires 11/22/16

20% OFF

PROUDLY SERVING AUSTIN SINCE 1953

KIDS EAT 
FREE

Dessert Happy Hour

512-459-6279 
WWW.THEFRISCOAUSTIN.COM

6801 BURNET ROAD 
AUSTIN, TEXAS

The History of The � isco
The Frisco opened its doors in 1953 as part of Harry 

Akin’s Night Hawk chain, which began its empire during the 
depression two decades earlier. Akin, a former actor, started 
his local restaurant on South Congress and Riverside with 
Night Hawk No. 1. A true entrepreneur, Akin developed 
innovations such as late night service, and even raised his 
own beef to ensure the quality of the food. He hired women 
and minorities before it was politically correct to do so. In the 
turbulent civil rights era, he was the � rst Austin restauranteur 
to integrate his restaurants.

Akin liked to tell his staff, “There is nothing accidental 
about quality”. Sixty years later, The Frisco’s endurance is 
living proof of this. From those who have been coming in 
for years, to the new Austinites settling in the surrounding 
neighborhoods, people of all ages still come to the diner to 
enjoy a good homecooked meal.”

Proudly Serving Austin Since 1953  

Dinner 

Dessert

Lunch

Breakfast 

Proudly Serving Austin Since 1953  

Dinner 

Dessert

Lunch

Breakfast 

Proudly Serving Austin Since 1953  

Dinner 

Dessert

Lunch

Breakfast 

Proudly Serving Austin Since 1953  

Dinner 

Dessert

Lunch

Breakfast 

Proudly Serving Austin Since 1953  

Dinner 

Dessert

Lunch

Breakfast 

OPEN THANKSGIVING 9 AM UNTIL 3 PM. ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY PIES AND SIDES.
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Cooper’s Old Time Pit Bar-B-Que ........ 42
Craig O's Pizza & Pastaria ................... 40
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Star of India ........................................ 41
The Frisco Shop .................................. 39
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Karavel Shoes ..................................... 42
Ten Thousand Villages ......................... 40
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4803 Burnet Rd., Austin

(512) 440-0440
TenThousandVillages.com/Austin

Handmade Gifts from Around the World!

BUY 1 CHOCOLATE 

BAR, GET 1 FREE!
* Must present coupon. 

Expires 11/22/16.

A fair trade non-profi t 

retail store in your 

neighborhood.

Burnet Road near 47th

Fertilization, Weeding, 
Hedges *12 mos.Mow, Edge, Trim & Blow

General Clean Ups

Grass Works
Lo c a l  L a w n  C a r e

512-797-1640

You Grow It, 
We Mow it.

Irrigation • Landscape • Maintenance

$140$30 10%
Full ServiceWeekly OFFLarger or difficult properties 

may be more.Weekly service only

YOUR LOCAL LAWNCARE PROVIDER

LI19556

www.grassworksaustin.com

FREE ESTIMATES

includes shrubs, 
flowerbeds and leaves. 

SALES ★ REPAIR ★ INSTALLATION

The Residential Perimeter Security Specialists

512-296-2671
www.austinestategate.com

anthony@austinestategate.com

*SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE

• Automatic Gates
• Telephone Entry
• Radio Controls
• Video Security
• Ornamental Iron

• Wood Fencing
• Rails
• Refurbishing
• Powerwashing
• Replacement Remotes

*Concierge services now available 24/7

512-323-0660
Call us or order online!

www.craigosbalcones.com
5501 Balcones Dr. • Austin, TX 78731

Present this 
coupon for 

$5 OFF
Not valid with any other offers or 
specials. Delivery fee and gratuity 

not included.
Only one coupon per group per 

visit, expires 11/22/16

FRESH
LOCAL
COOL
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Residency program not recognized as a specialty area by the ADA. All services provided by a General Dentist. Man-made 
roots and teeth using Dental Implants completed from start-to-finish. IV sedation by licensed and certified staff.

4407 Manchaca Rd. 

DENNIS P. GOEHRING, D.D.S., P.A. & LUANA BADEA, D.D.S.

COME SEE US AT OUR 
NEW LOCATION!

FAMILY DENTISTRY WITH 
EMPHASIS ON IMPLANTS, 

IV SEDATION, SPECIAL 
NEEDS AND COSMETICS.

COMPLETE EVALUATION 
& FULL SERIES OF X-RAYS

$129
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Our holiday pieces make 
the perfect gift!

$5 OFF POTTERY
With purchase of $25. Exclusions apply. 

Expires 11/22/16

www.cafemonet.org

November 11th
Join us for pizza and a magical project. Kids only.

Harry Pottery Party

Rudy Reindeer Snow Globe 
Kit Now Available!

Westgate: 512-892-3200 • Triangle: 512-906-2200 • San Marcos: 512-805-2800

LAKELINE MARKET (HEB) 
SHOPPING CENTER 
14028 U.S. 183, #170 •
AUSTIN 78717 
(512) 257-7669 

3706 JEFFERSON ST, 
AUSTIN 78703
(512) 454-3228

SUSHI, CHINESE & ASIAN BISTRO

W 35th St

Je
ff

er
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n 
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FREE SOUP OR 
EGG ROLL 
WITH PURCHASE OF 
AN ENTREE. 
DINE-IN ONLY. OFFER 
EXPIRES 11/22/16  

EVERYDAY 11AM–1PM & 5–8PM

SUSHI HAPPY 
HOUR SPECIAL!
CHOOSE ANY 
3 ROLLS FOR $20

LAKELINE LOCATION:
OPEN DAILY 11AM-10PM 
(CLOSED 2:30-4:30)
OPEN ALL DAY FRIDAY-SUNDAY
JEFFERSON LOCATION:
OPEN DAILY 11AM-10PM 
(CLOSED 2:30-4:30)
SATURDAY 12PM-9:30PM
SUNDAY 4:30PM-9:30PM

PSSSST...
We have To go & Delivery

your search for the 
best indian cuisine & 
buffet is over!
AUTHENTIC  •  VARIED  •  READ OUR YELP REVIEWS!

BUY 1 DINNER ENTREE  
GET THE 2ND HALF OFF!
* Must present coupon. Maximum value for savings is 
$8.99 (not valid on entrees valued higher).Not valid on 

specials. For dine in only. Expires 11/22/16.

BUY 1 LUNCH BUFFET
GET THE 2ND HALF OFF!

* Must present coupon. 
For dine in only. Expires 11/22/16.

2900 W ANDERSON LANE
(512) 452-8199
STAROFINDIAAUSTIN.COM

MEAT, VEGETARIAN & VEGAN OPTIONS

OUT WITH THE OLD. IN WITH THE REBATE.

Rebates are available to qualified residential customers 
inside the Austin, Bee Cave, Cedar Park, Kyle, Lakeway, 
Rollingwood, Sunset Valley and West Lake Hills city limits.

Good news! You can get a $750 
rebate from Texas Gas Service when 
you purchase and install a new 
tankless or super-high efficiency 
natural gas water heater.

Plus, with natural gas you’ll see 
long-term energy savings that 
help lower your utility bills.

For a complete list of rebates, 
terms, eligibility requirements, 
forms and natural gas facts, visit 
TexasGasService.com/Rebates.

REBATE OF

750$
ON NATURAL GAS 

TANKLESS
WATER 
HEATERS 
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A Lifetime
         of Healthy Teeth and Gums

512.527.3294
6800 Burnet Rd, Suite 5 

www.buckinghamdental.com

FULL SERVICE DENTISTRY
EMERGENCIES WELCOME

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME • FRIENDLY STAFF
CONVENIENT APPOINTMENT TIMES

$99 $300 OFF
EXAM, X-RAYS 

AND CLEANING

WHITENING
FREE

INVISALIGN +

(non-periodontal 
cleaning)

* Valid upon completion of dental cleaning. Exp. 11/23/16.
Brad Buckingham, DMD

A garden 
� ore & so 
much more!
Join us the 1st 
Saturday of every 
month for our 
Fairy Garden Workshop

2730 S. Congress • gonursery.com • 512-448-2992

20% off 
Any Item

Whether its a wind chime or giant 
3 tier fountain, you choose.

 *Offer valid for one item only. Must present this ad.

much more!much more!

Fairy Garden Workshop

Live Music
Tues & Thurs

nights

CoopersBBQaustin.com

Downtown at
217 Congress
Valet Parking after 5pm

Large Party 
Reservations up to 300
events@coopersbbq.com

Accepting
Catering Requests
See website for details

World-Class BBQ
7 Days a Week 
Llano Llounge
Open Late
with full bar menu

FREE
DESSERT

With food purchase 
of  $10 or more.
Must present coupon at time of
purchase. Limit one per order.

Vionic Caballo in 
Gunmetal

Beautifeel Brie

New Balance 990 gl4

Naot Kirei

Dansko Professional 
in highlighter

 A Path to Happy Feet

Northland Dr.
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$20 OFF 

a minimum 

$100 purchase

USE CODE 16IMPACT 
TO REDEEM.

New and improved shopping experience!New and improved shopping experience!

www.karavelshoes.com | 5525 Burnet Road 
Austin, Texas 78756 | 512-459-7603

YOUR PURCHASE 
OF $50 OR MORE. 
MUST PRESENT COUPON. 

EXPIRES 11/22/16.

$10.00 
OFF

512.368.5005
3511 Hyridge Dr. •  Austin, TX 78759

VINTAGE–INSPIRED CLOTHING f�  LADIES & GENTS

11AM - 7PM 
TUESDAY–

SUNDAY

NOW 
STOCKING 
TRASHY 
DIVA 
CLOTHING!
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WWW.WESTLAKEPOWERWASHING.COM

YOUR ONE-STOP SERVICE PROVIDER. YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO CALL 3 COMPANIES. WE DO IT ALL!

512-280-1649

20 WINDOWS
FOR $199

WINDOW CLEANING

EXTERIOR & INTERIOR
CALL FOR SPECIAL 
WINDOW PRICING!

EXPIRES 11/22/16

HOME EXTERIOR 
STEAM WASH

EXPIRES 11/22/16

DEEP STEAM CLEANING AND 
GROOMING. CALL FOR LIMITED 

TIME SPECIALS. AVG. ROOM 12’X12’

EXPIRES 11/22/16

CARPET CLEANING

3 ROOMS

$99

POWER 
WASHING

POOL DECK 
& PATIO

$25 OFF
EXPIRES 11/22/16

INCLUDES PATIO 
FURNITURE

ROOF CARE

ZERO PRESSURE ROOF WASH
$100 OFF

EXPIRES 11/22/16

CALL FOR FREE QUOTE. 
GUTTER CLEANOUT INCLUDED.

STONE, TILE & GROUT

ROTARY STEAM CLEAN 

EXPIRES 11/22/16

OFF

OFF

GUTTER 
CLEAN OUT

Locally owned and operated since 2001
Serving all of Central Texas 

TACKLE CLEANING FOR FOOTBALL SEASON!

SEAL SURFACES

REMOVE MOLD, LOW PRESSURE, 
SOFT WASHING PROCESS

EXTENDS ROOF 
LIFE AND LOWERS 
COOLING COSTS

REMOVE 

BLACK

 MOLD!

HIRING TECHS FOR ALL POSITIONS

BEFORE AFTER

$25
$50

$50

$50

INCLUDES DOWNSPOUTS AND 
DEBRIS BAGGING

EXPIRES 11/22/16

OFF

OFF



Some emergencies are more like mini emergencies. Now you can 
make an ER appointment online, then wait at home. When you 
arrive, you’ll be seen within 15 minutes of your scheduled time. 
Remember, SetonER.com is for mini-emergencies only. 

If you’re experiencing a major emergency, 
get to the ER ASAP or dial 9-1-1.

WAY EASIER THAN 
WAITING IN THE ER.

ONLINE SCHEDULING? 
YES MA’AMMOGRAM.
Screening mammograms are 
the most effective method 
for early detection, which 
helps save lives. With online 
scheduling for 5 convenient 
locations, Seton helps 
make getting a screening 
mammogram as easy as 
possible.

Go to Seton.net/Mammo 
to schedule an appointment today.

GREAT PRIMARY CARE. 
ONE CALL AWAY.

Extended hours and some same-day illness 
appointments available.

Locations in Austin, Round Rock, Pflugerville, Kyle, 
Smithville, Bastrop, Luling, and Lockhart.

Schedule an appointment in your neighborhood today.

Call toll-free 1-844-235-8441. 
Answered 7 days a week.

Seton.net/Primary-Care

WELCOME NEW DOCTORS!

Celeste Sheppard, 
MD, FACOG  

Maternal Fetal 
Medicine

Charles 
Osterberg III, MD

Urological Surgery

SETON SURGICAL GROUP
1400 N. IH-35, Suite 400

Austin, TX 78701

Call 512-324-8070.

Fu Lye (Martin)
Woon, PhD, ABPP/CN
 Neuropsychology

Seton.net/Providers 
Accepting new patients.

UNIVERSITY PHYSICIANS GROUP
WOMEN’S HEALTH

1201 W. 38th St, 2nd Floor West
Austin, TX 78701

Call 512-324-7556.

SETON BRAIN & SPINE INSTITUTE
1600 W. 38th St., Suite 3080

Austin, TX 78731

Call 512-324-3540.

CENTRAL AUSTIN EDITION


