
By Marie Leonard 
The Woodlands Township will start 

discussing fiscal year 2016-17 budget 
initiatives during a series of workshops 
beginning Aug. 15. At the forefront of 
these discussions is a funding request 
from The Woodlands Area Economic 
Development Partnership, which is 
under review because of public polit-
ical positions the organization took  
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By Vanessa Holt and Beth Marshall
Rising tuition costs are changing 

the landscape of postsecondary edu-
cation in the Greater Houston area. 
An increasing number of students 
are seeking more affordable options, 
including community college and 
dual-credit programs focused on 
majors marketable to the region’s dom-
inant industries.

From 2011 to 2015, tuition increased 

By Hannah Zedaker
Despite the oil and gas industry slump that 

began in early 2015, local real estate experts say 
the growing medical field is absorbing most of 
its effect on the housing market in The Wood-
lands. However, while starter homes are moving 
quickly on and off the market, a surplus of lux-
ury homes are at a standstill.

Home to the headquarters of Anadarko Petro-
leum Corporation, Chevron Phillips Chemical 
Company and, most recently, a large Exxon-
Mobil campus just south of the community, for 
years The Woodlands housing market has been 
driven by the oil and gas industry, local real 
estate agents said. Although the price of oil has 

been volatile since late 2014 leaving many area 
residents jobless, the rising medical industry 
is permeating the community with new health 
care facilities and physician relocations.  

“We’ve got a lot of things happening and 
with the hospitals coming and the expansion 
of [Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hos-
pital], the whole structure of The Woodlands 
is changing,” said Vicky Fullerton, Realtor with 
RE/MAX-The Woodlands & Spring. “We’re not 
just oil-based or development-based; health care 
is going to become a huge part of who we are in 
Montgomery County.” 

In 2015, houses spent an average of 48 days 

Growing medical industry in The Woodlands absorbing 
effects of oil and gas downturn on real estate market

EDP funding under 
scrutiny in township’s 
budget discussions

Local housing market stabilizing

See EDP funding | 62

See Housing market | 43

Business leaders to address 
evolving workforce demand

Conroe ISD students seeking alternative higher ed options

See Tuition | 64

New home sales in The Woodlands are still doing well despite the oil and gas 
crash, like this home built by Darling Homes in Coronet Ridge. 
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Tuition costs continue to increase at state universities attended by Conroe ISD graduates.

LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM 7% 

42%

21%

22%

0%

10%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY

TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-AUSTIN

2011-12
$704 

$4,479  

$4,420

$3,557 

$4,116 

$4,896

2015-16 
$752 

$4,911

$5,403 

$5,052 

$4,972   

$4,903 
percent increase

THE RISING COST OF COLLEGE

Sources: Lone Star College System, Texas Higher Education  
Coordinating Board tuition and fees data/Community Impact Newspaper
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of The Woodlands
(855) 516-2689  |  www.MBOTW.com
16917 Interstate 45 South  |  The Woodlands, Texas 77385

The Luxury of Convenience

P R E D I C T I N G  the F U T U R E

CPA+ ATTENTION 
ASSIST ® PRESAFE®

autonomously applies breaking 
on its own if the vehicle detects 

a possible collision

monitors many different areas of 
the vehicle while in motion to detect 

if the driver has become drowsy

prepare the occupants if the 
vehicle determines an accident 

is about to happen

Seeing the future isn’t nearly as important as predicting Yours — especially the part that’s just 
seconds ahead. With intelligent drive, a 360° network of cameras, radar and other sensors 

can see more than the human eye to help you get out of danger before you’re in it.
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With Childhood Diabetes, 
Knowledge is Power
The most common type of 
diabetes mellitus in children is 
type 1, and signs and symp-
toms can appear suddenly. 

“Researchers now believe 
that the damage to the 
pancreas that causes type 1 
diabetes is present in chil-
dren long before symptoms 
appear,” says Katherine Velez, 
M.D., a pediatric endocrinol-
ogist affi liated with Memorial 
Hermann The Woodlands 
Hospital. “Studies are under 
way to identify genetic or 
biochemical markers that will 
allow for early identifi cation of 
children who are most likely 
to develop the disease, but 
we still don’t have a good 
biomarker for prediction. 
Because type 1 diabetes can 
appear quickly, it’s important 
for parents to be alert to the 
signs.”

Classic symptoms of type 
1 diabetes include increased 
thirst, frequent urination and 
weight loss. Other symp-
toms are increased appetite, 
fatigue and weakness, mood 
changes and blurred vision. 
There is no cure for the 
disease, which results when 
the pancreas stops producing 
insulin. Treatment involves 
replacing insulin through 
daily injections or via a device 
called an insulin pump, which 
delivers insulin through the 
skin.

“Knowledge of type 1 
diabetes has increased dra-
matically during the past two 
decades,” says Dr. Velez, who 
is certifi ed in pediatric endo-

crinology by the American 
Board of Pediatrics. “Modern 
synthetic insulin mimics the 
body’s natural insulin more 
closely than ever before. With 
careful monitoring of blood 
glucose levels and regular ad-
ministration of insulin, children 
with diabetes can lead normal 
lives with a greatly decreased 
risk of complications. The 
goal is to manage the disease 
through insulin, exercise and 
proper nutrition to allow for 
participation in active play, 
family life and sports. With 
practice, children and parents 
can learn to manage type 1 
diabetes very well.”

Self-management educa-
tion is an essential compo-
nent of diabetes treatment. 
The Diabetes Self-Manage-
ment Program at Memorial 
Hermann The Woodlands has 
been awarded recognition 
from the American Diabetes 
Association since 2006. Topics 
presented in the program 
include the diabetes disease 
process, nutritional man-
agement, the importance of 
physical activity, medications, 
monitoring, how to prevent 
complications, goal setting 
and problem solving, and 
psychological adjustment and 
support.

Pediatric endocrinologists 
also treat adolescents with 
type 2 diabetes, which is 
preventable. “As obesity in 
adolescents has increased 
in recent years, so has the 
incidence of type 2 diabetes,” 
Dr. Velez says. “Some adoles-
cents with type 2 diabetes can 

manage the disease through 
diet and exercise. Others 
may require oral medications 
or insulin to maintain proper 
blood glucose levels. It’s very 
important that teenagers who 
are overweight be monitored 
closely for the development 
of diabetes.”

In addition to managing 
diabetes, pediatric endocri-
nologists treat a broad range 
of disorders resulting from 
hormone over- or underpro-
duction, which can affect 
growth and development. 
They include hypothyroidism 
(underactive thyroid disease), 
hyperthyroidism (overactive 
thyroid disease), growth 
hormone problems, adrenal 
insuffi ciency in which the ad-
renal glands do not produce 
adequate amounts of steroid 
hormones, Cushing’s disease 
in which overproduction of 
a pituitary gland hormone 
or a tumor in the adrenal 
gland results in an overactive 
adrenal gland, and a number 
of rare genetic conditions. Pe-
diatric endocrinologists also 
manage the effects of cancer 
treatment on the endocrine 
glands. A pediatrician can 
treat many conditions, but 
some situations require the at-
tention of a specialist. If your 
child seems taller or shorter 
than other kids of the same 
age or has a sudden onset of 
any of the symptoms related 
to diabetes, an evaluation 
and assessment by a pediatric 
endocrinologist may be in or-
der. Most endocrine disorders 
respond well to treatment.
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paid advertisement

Dr. Katherine Velez 

Call Memorial Hermann at
713.222.CARE 

for physician referral.
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With 1 – 7+ acre wooded estate homesites, a sparkling 40-acre lake, miles of trails, 

and a beautiful Lakehouse Lodge, Willowcreek Ranch is the natural choice for 

exceptional living. Stake your claim in Northwest Houston’s premier gated custom 

home community!

C O M E  H O M E  T O  I N C R E D I B L E .

WillowcreekRanchTX.com
281-351-1900

19744 Telge Road
Tomball, Texas 77377

068-195 WR CommImpactAd_MECH.indd   1 3/18/16   2:48 PM
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FROM THE EDITOR
 

Community Impact 
Newspaper is celebrat-
ing a special milestone in 
our company’s history. 
Beginning this fall, all 21 
editions of our newspa-
per—from The Wood-
lands to Plano—will be 
printed in our company’s 
new state-of-the-art 
printing facility at our 
headquarters and deliv-
ered to your mailbox. 

The Woodlands team had a chance to tour the facility 
earlier this summer, and we hope you will be as excited 
as we are in the coming months to see what we will be 
able to produce by bringing this service in-house.  

When I graduated from journalism school at the tail 
end of the Great Recession, a career in the newspaper  
industry was far from a safe bet. Years later, as other  

 
companies in the industry continue to cut jobs and 
undergo mergers to make profits stretch, Community 
Impact Newspaper is blessed to have continued support 
from our readers and advertisers, which helped make 
the investment in our printing facility possible.

This month, our editorial staff has put together 
another hyperlocal edition of our newspaper packed 
with government, transportation and development 
news. The Woodlands real estate market has always 
been popular with our readers, and in addition to our 
normal 12-page real estate section, this edition also 
features a Real Estate Guide starting on Page 42. 

Until our next issue, visit our website at community 
impact.com/wdl to find out what is happening in your 
backyard. 

Marie Leonard
EDITOR

mleonard@communityimpact.com
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For local news with IMPACT….
turn on FOX 26 NEWS!
Talk with us 24/7 and download the Fox 26 Houston app

/fox26houston /fox26houston

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Do you think the state’s Top 10 Percent 
Rule should be changed?

  32%                                    Yes, it should be removed altogether.

  25%                        No, it has worked well for nearly 20 years.

  15%          Yes, it should be lowered to 5 percent.

 14%          Yes, it is unfair for some students. 

  14%          No, it does a good job of bringing diversity to 
                   public universities.
Results from an unscientific web survey collected 7/13/16-8/4/16

TAKE THE POLL

Should organizations like the EDP take 
public political positions?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/wdl-poll

BMW of The Woodlands
17830 N Fwy Service Rd.
The Woodlands, TX 77384 • 877-742-1187

Coming Soon!
We’re excited for Our Big Debut
Brand new state-of-the-art facility featuring
 • Larger, more spacious and sparkling showroom
 •   Advanced service technology and interactive  

showroom space
 •  Huge, new and improved service drive for convenient,  

easy access
 • Plush and well-appointed customer lounge

BMW of the Woodlands

BMWoftheWoodlands.com

The Ultimate
Driving MachineTM

OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION
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Taylor is the
expert in robot
box engineering.

We are the experts in pediatric oncology. When
Taylor was diagnosed with leukemia, he came to
Texas Children’s to receive cutting-edge, life-saving
treatment. Now that he’s in remission – and
feeling like himself again – he needs specialized
follow-up care that he can’t find just anywhere.
Why are we bringing world-renowned pediatric
expertise and more than 20 pediatric subspecialty
services to The Woodlands? So Taylor can focus
on the more important things in his life…like
what his robot voice should sound like.

Learn more at texaschildrens.org/woodlands.

Opening 2017

© 2016 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WLD044r1_052516

WLD044r1_ad_Hero_Taylor_CIN.qxp_Layout 1  5/25/16  12:38 PM  Page 1
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Met with the contractor.

Picked out the fancy gas grill.

Start building my outdoor  
dream kitchen.

Home Equity Lines of Credit | Personal Loans & Lines of Credit 
Auto Refinance Loans | Small Business Loans & Lines of Credit

Let’s Make It Happen
For a limited time, eligible Wells Fargo customers 
can get special interest rate discounts on select 
new loans and lines of credit. 

Don’t miss out on the Great Rate Event!  

Speak with a banker today. 
Stop by Wells Fargo, call 1-866-578-5671 or 
visit wellsfargo.com/regionalgreatrate

The Great Rate Event promotion provides special interest rate discounts on select products for new credit applications submitted July 1, 2016 through September 30, 2016 with a 
qualifying Wells Fargo relationship. Additional restrictions, limitations, and exclusions may apply; please contact a Wells Fargo banker for further details. Terms and conditions of 
accounts, products, programs, and services are subject to change. Subject to credit qualification. Deposit Products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.

© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801 (2931901_18606)
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 3  The Oilerie opened July 16 at 
2400 FM 1488, Ste. 500, Conroe. The 
largest hand bottler of extra virgin 
olive oils in the U.S., The Oilerie 
features 30 stainless steel tanks filled 
with olive oils, balsamic vinegars and 
nut oils. 936-321-3737. 
www.theoilerie.com

4  Red Salsa Tacos & More opened 
in June at 1440 Sawdust Road, Ste. D, 
Spring. The restaurant offers taquitos, 
gorditas, tostadas and quesadillas as 
well as aguas frescas, Mexican soda 
and fresh coffee. 281-706-3585.

5  Zazza Pizza Cafe opened  
May 23 at 2466 FM 1488, Conroe.  
The cafe offers a variety of gourmet 
pizza, salads, pastas and baked 
sandwiches while using fresh and 
local ingredients. 936-271-2776.  
www.zazzapizzacafe.com

Terri Crain opened Smart Business 
Evolution in The Woodlands June 
15. Crain’s business offers other 
companies solutions for managing 
customer engagement, such as email 
marketing, website updates, social 
media posts and employee training. 
832-617-0266.  
www.smartbizsbe.com 
 
GymGuyz opened in July in 
The Woodlands. GymGuyz is a 
mobile personal training franchise 
through which coaches focus on 
individualized one-on-one fitness, 
group sessions and corporate fitness. 
Services include weight loss, body 
sculpting, bodybuilding, weight 
training, therapeutic and athletic 
stretch, strength training, senior 
fitness, obstacle course training, 
kickboxing and group training.  
832-562-4400. www.gymguyz.com

Now Open

1  BioMetrix, a clinic that aims to 
bridge the gap between the health 
and fitness industries, opened its 
second location in Texas in early 
August at 8845 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 
100, The Woodlands. BioMetrix 
offers a variety of health and therapy 

services, in addition to its state-of-
the-art fitness facility. Biometrix also 
conducts a variety of tests to create 
complete health profiles for every 
patient. 832-813-8380. 
www.biometrixlife.com

 2  Marilyn Monroe Spa opened 
July 2 across from Tinseltown 

at  24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 145, 
The Woodlands. The high-end 
salon offers services, such as 
microdermabrasion, facials for 
all skin types, hot massages and 
hydrotherapy. Ten new locations of 
the salon are planned for the Greater 
Houston area. 281-771-5377.                       
www.marilynmonroespas.com
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1790 Hughes Landing, Suite 350 • The Woodlands, TX 77380  • www.hfgwm.com •  832.585.0110

COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL PLANNING
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT • TAX STRATEGIES

ESTATE PLANNING • BUSINESS SUCCESSION
CHARITABLE GIVING • WEALTH TRANSFER

WEALTH PROTECTION • INSURANCE PLANNING

Larry Harvey, CEO
Serving families and small 
businesses since 1985. Please contact us for our 

second-opinion service.

2009-2011 Winner
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Compiled by Abigail Loop, Beth Marshall and 
Hannah Zedaker 

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

Coming Soon

6  The self-storage facility Amazing 
Spaces will open a Magnolia location 
in mid-October at 32620 FM 2978, 
Magnolia. The storage facility offers 
climate-controlled units, wine storage, 
moving supplies, boxes and Penske 
truck rentals. Every storage unit has 
an alarm and is monitored. 
281-370-9982. 
www.amazingspaces.net

7  Franchise owners Eric Marchand 
and Amy Qualley will open their 
second Salata location in October at 
3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 290, The 
Woodlands. Marchand and Qualley 
also own the Salata in Market Street. 
The restaurant chain features fresh 
build-your-own salad and salad wrap 
options. www.salata.com

8  Pappasito’s Cantina will open 
in mid-September at 18101 I-45 S., 
Shenandoah. The restaurant serves 
Tex-Mex dishes along with  
a drink menu featuring handcrafted 
margaritas and fine tequilas.  
www.pappasitos.com 

 
Relocations

9  Blo Blow Dry Bar will relocate 
to 1885 Hughes Landing Blvd., The 
Woodlands, from 25 Waterway Ave., 
The Woodlands by the end of August. 
The salon offers a variety of blowout 
styling services for hair as well as 
beauty and waxing services.  
281-465-8515. www.blomedry.com

10  Windvale Animal Hospital 
relocated from 9420 College Park 
Drive, Ste. 240, Conroe, to 2330 FM 
1488, Ste. 100, Conroe, at the end 
of June and is now called Forest 
Crossing Animal Hospital. The 

animal hospital provides a variety 
of pet services, such as wellness and 
vaccination programs, medical and 
preventative services, and health 
screening services. 936-271-9300. 
forestcrossinganimalhospital.com

11  Texas Health and Lifestyle 
Center is slated to relocate at the 
end of August from 506 Graham 
Drive, Ste. 230, Tomball, to 25219 
Kuykendahl Road, Ste. G120, 
Tomball. The center offers a variety 
of wellness and nutrition programs 
as well as weight loss and cosmetic 
procedures. 832-698-2566. 
texashealthandlifestylecenter.com

New Ownership

12  Grand Sports Club is under new 
ownership and will celebrate its grand 
opening in August at 6130 Auburn 
Lakes Drive, Spring. The 10-acre 
property is a family-friendly fitness 
facility complete with a covered pool 
and Jacuzzi, locker rooms, showers, a 
cafeteria and a gym with weightlifting 
equipment. The club also has 12 tennis 
courts and five padel courts, with 
programs specializing in each of those 
sports. Grand Sports Club also offers 
credit for off-campus and home-
schooled physical education programs. 
832-559-7443. www.theclubtw.com 
 
Anniversaries

13  The Repair Mob celebrated its 
one-year anniversary July 15 at 16064 
Bridlewood Drive, Conroe. Repair 
services for all phones and tablets are 
offered as well as accessories.  
936-271-0277. www.repairmob.com

14  Woodforest Pediatric Dentistry
celebrated its one-year anniversary 
in July at 514 Honea-Egypt Road, Ste. 
200, Magnolia. The office specializes 

in children’s dental care and is 
accepting appointments.
936-271-3339.
www.magnoliakidsdentist.com

15  The Lind Institute of Plastic 
Surgery celebrates its one-year 
anniversary in August at 9595 
Six Pines Drive, Ste. 6250, The 
Woodlands. The business offers 
a wide range of surgical aesthetic 
treatments, such as face-lifts, breast 
augmentation, liposuction and 
nonsurgical cosmetic treatments. 
281-419-1177. 
www.lindplasticsurgery.com 
 
16  Owner Luis Hernandez 
celebrated the first anniversary of 
Pizzaiolo’s Gourmet Pizza on July 
12 at 18304 FM 1488, Magnolia. The 
eatery serves fried calamari, salads, 
pasta dishes and subs, in addition to 
its hand-tossed gourmet pizzas.  
281-789-7189.  
www.pizzaiolospizza.com

Expansions

17  Cactus Flower Boutique 
expanded in late July to include two 
storefronts in Magnolia at A  5131 
FM 1488 and B  5115 FM 1488. The 
business offers a selection of women’s 
clothes, shoes, jewelry, accessories 
and gifts. 281-259-8888.  
www.facebook.com/
cactusflowerboutique

Closings

18  Texas Tuscan Furniture closed 
July 2 at 26207 Oak Ridge Drive,  
Ste. A, The Woodlands. 

Gym Guyz is a mobile personal training  
franchise that came to The Woodlands in July.
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Zazza Pizza Cafe opened in May on FM 1488.  
It offers gourmet pizza, pasta and salads.
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BioMetrix, a health and fitness clinic, opened 
in early August off Six Pines Drive. 
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Grand Sports Club, which is under new own-
ership, specializes in tennis and padel. 
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Like us on facebook

281-465-0700
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

1590 Lake Woodlands Dr. 77380
At the Pinecroft Center

SUMMER SALE 
GOING ON NOW!
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We’re proud that the relentless 

commitment and boundless 

compassion of our physicians 

make our communities 

healthier places to live…

one patient at a time.

Top docs. Top care.
With more than 1,100 doctors in the Baylor St. Luke’s Health Network

—ranging from primary care providers to sub-specialists, and from 

Baylor College of Medicine faculty to independent community 

doctors—we’ve developed one of the most talented and 

compassionate medical teams in this city, state and nation.

 

When you trust your health to us, you can rest assured you 

are receiving top quality care. Learn more about us at 

BaylorStLukesHealthNetwork.org

Baylor St. Luke’s 
Health Network BaylorStLukesHealthNetwork.org
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Now Open

1  Yes! Family Fitness opened in mid-
July at 8812 Fawn Trail, Conroe. The 
fitness facility offers 24-hour access 
along with youth sports training, 
youth boot camps, and adult and 
youth training. The new location is the 
company’s sixth facility. 936-333-2260. 
www.fastfitnessclubs.com

2  Brush Dentistry opened in July at 
3535 Rayford Road, Ste. 300, Spring. 
The dental office provides general and 
cosmetic dentistry services, such as 
teeth whitening, inlays and onlays, 
dental crowns and dental implants. 
713-487-3050.  
www.mybrushdentistry.com

3  Salon Beaux Cheveax opened 
a second location in June at 27562 

Robinson Road, Conroe. The salon 
provides services, such as cutting 
and styling, coloring, highlighting, 
straightening and smoothing.  
832-791-1730. 
www.salonbeauxcheveux.com

4  Texas State Optical opened a new 
location in June at 3535 Rayford Road, 
Ste. 500, Spring, where Dr. Phong 
Pham is the optometrist. Patients can 
receive routine eye exams and choose 
from a wide selection of eyeglasses as 
well as speak with a doctor about eye 
surgery or treatment for eye diseases.  
832-791-2020. www.tsorayford.com

Coming Soon

5  PGA TOUR Superstore will take 
the place of Sports Authority this fall 
in the Portofino Shopping Center at 
19075 I-45 N. Ste. 105, Shenandoah. 
The 45,000-square-foot facility will 
be the first interactive retail store of 
its kind in the Greater Houston area. 
Staffed with PGA of America teaching 
professionals, the store will offer 14 
state-of-the-art wing simulators and 
hitting bays as well as an in-house 
clubmaking and repair facility.  
www.pgatoursuperstore.com

6  Pet Supplies Plus will open in late 
August at 2927 Riley Fuzzel Road, 
Ste. 400, Spring. The new location will 
serve as a full-service pet supplies store 
that offers a variety of grocery, natural 
and premium pet food. The business 
will also offer grooming and self-
service dog washes as well as adoption 
events for dogs and cats.  
www.petssuppliesplus.com 

Anniversaries

7  Zara’s Mediterranean Kitchen 
celebrated its one-year anniversary 
in June at 415 Rayford Road, Ste. 300, 

Oak Ridge North

Spring

Tamina

Shenandoah
242

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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IMPACTS 

PGA TOUR Superstore will open this fall in the 
Portofino Shopping Center in Shenandoah. 
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Spring. The restaurant serves fresh 
Mediterranean dishes made daily 
from scratch, such as appetizers, 
Mediterranean sandwiches and 
wraps and woodfire-grilled kabob 
entrees. 713-575-9272.  
www.zaramediterraneankitchen.com

8  Little Beakers Science Lab 
for Kids celebrates its one-year 
anniversary in early September 
at 26803 Hanna Road, Oak Ridge 
North. The business offers hands-on 
science classes for children, including 
after-school, homeschool, preschool 
and summer camps. Open Lab, an 
option during which both children 
and parents can explore a lab and 
choose experiments, is also available.  
832-509-2270. 
www.littlebeakers.com

Relocations

9  Dream Day Bridal relocated 
from 19189 I-45, Ste. 111-IA to 19189 
I-45, Ste. M, Shenandoah, in June. 
The boutique offers bridal and special 
occasion wear, flower girl dresses and 
tuxedo rentals. 936-321-2300.  
www.DreamDayBridal.com

Compiled by Abigail Loop, Beth Marshall and 
Hannah Zedaker 

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com
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Sleepy Hollow Rd.
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Map not to scale

Direct: 713-256-4998 
Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors

INVENTORY
2% 
& 

SALES 
13% 

FROM 2015

Sign up for our monthly real estate market 
report on your neighbourhood

LET US 
PREPARE 

A  MARKET 
ANALYSIS OF 
YOUR HOME
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THERE’S NOTHING LIKE 
BEING AT THE TOP OF 
YOUR GAME.
At Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital, we believe that any 

injury is no match for the warrior that lies within you. That’s why our 

network of world-class orthopedic and sports medicine specialists 

promotes lifelong fi tness and wellness. By encouraging injury 

prevention, we can help minimize your time away from sports, work 

and activities you love. Whether you’re an enthusiast, an amateur or 

a pro, we’re dedicated to getting you back out there — fast. 

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER • BAY AREA • EAST HOUSTON • PEARLAND 
SUGAR LAND • WEST HOUSTON • WILLOWBROOK • THE WOODLANDS

Visit houstonmethodist.org/gameon to learn more or call 

713.790.3333 for an appointment.

HMTW207_Tier2_Warrior_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 7/22/16   10:26 AM
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Deke Anderson has acquired more than 30 years of on-set experience to share with his students.  
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Next Level Acting Studios
Hollywood veterans coach local talent in The Woodlands area

A fter spending nearly three decades as an 
actor, director and producer in Hollywood, 
Deke Anderson and his wife, Elsa Ward, 

moved to The Woodlands 10 years ago and brought 
their business, Next Level Acting Studios, with 
them. 

Anderson, Ward and their colleagues offer their 
expertise in film and TV to aspiring actors and 
actresses of all ages through classes and private les-
sons. The couple opened their first Texas location in 
The Heights in 2006, followed by their second studio 
in The Woodlands two years later. 

“There’s other acting coaches and teachers in the 
area, but they haven’t worked as long as Deke or 
they haven’t produced or directed before,” Ward 
said. “Deke’s length of experience in Hollywood for 
so many years is just unparalleled for the region. I 
think that sort of professionalism and quality trick-
les down into all aspects of our business.” 

Since the 1980s, Anderson has accrued a lengthy 
list of film, TV, operatic and theatrical credits, 
including roles on TV shows, such as “Cheers” 
and “Devious Maids,” and the movie “The Green 
Lantern.” Ward, an attorney-turned-actor, made her 
own impression on Hollywood through her recur-
ring role on “Days of Our Lives.” 

The couple now teaches weekly adult, youth 
and teen acting classes between the two locations 
year-round. During the adult classes, held mainly at 
The Heights location, Anderson works on audition 
and screen test skills with the goal of helping his 
students book professional acting jobs.  

During the youth and teen classes, held primarily 

at The Woodlands location, Ward and the studio’s 
other instructors focus on improvisation and tradi-
tional drama training. 

“There’s so much joy and so much fun in [drama], 
and it develops so many skills kids need in order to 
be successful human beings—teamwork, creativity, 
imagination and confidence,” Ward said. “My heart is 
really, really in it for the development of the kids and 
teens. It’s just an amazing transformation to watch.” 

In addition to developing life skills, drama also 
helps improve public speaking and presentation 
skills, Ward said. Many of her students are also 
involved in theater and receive supplemental TV 
and film training through Next Level to become 
more well-rounded actors.

Some of the studio’s adult students have earned 
credits in TV shows, such as “American Crime” and 
“House M.D.,” while some of the professional youth 
and teen students have appeared on “Parks & Recre-
ation” and “Criminal Minds.” 

“I coached people in Los Angeles and so much of 
the talent there comes from Texas,” Anderson said. 
“I’ve never coached kids in Los Angeles that are as 
talented as they are here—Texas just breeds art.” 

Although the couple offers 13 classes between 
the two locations, each class is kept small with a 
maximum of 10-12 students. As a result, the studio 
typically has waiting lists. To help expose more 
students to the art, Ward offers a complimentary 
trial class for potential students before they decide 
to enroll for a full month. 

In the future, Ward said she hopes to initiate 
“Bring a Friend to Class” days to enable more young 

people to try the program. 
“I have several children that I started with when 

they were 7 years old—and now they’re 12 and 
14—and I feel like I have extra kids because I’ve 
watched them grow up,” Ward said. “We really are a 
family here. We love the kids, and we really seek to 
help and foster them no matter what their interest 
is here. I think that’s why we have so many kids that 
come and they stay with us for so long—it becomes 
a second home for a lot of them.” 

Anderson said although show business is not an 
easy industry to be successful in, it is worth the work. 

“We get up every morning and are excited about 
what we do,” he said. “Failure can’t cope with 
persistence. If you keep going on auditions and you 
get on the good side of casting people, they’ll keep 
bringing you back even if you don’t get the job. And 
if you have the guts to stay in it, you’ll make it.” 

BUSINESS FEATURE

Next Level Acting Studios

G
rogan’s M

ill Rd.            Sawdust Rd.Sawdust Rd.

45

307-C Sawdust Road, Spring 
936-321-2565
www.nextlevelacting.com
Call for specific class times

Anderson and Ward moved their business to 
Texas from Los Angeles in 2006.

Elsa Ward directs and films her youth class in 
the studio while they run through a scene. 

By Hannah Zedaker

YOUTH AND TEEN CLASSES: 
• Monthly tuition for one session of four 

youth and teen classes is $150. 

• Youth and teen classes meet once a 
week for 1.5 hours.  

• The Woodlands offers seven youth and 
teen classes; The Heights offers two. 

• Youth and teen classes are taught by 
Elsa Ward, Shelley Calene-Black and 
Teri Medina Galvan. 

• Youth and teen classes focus on 
improvisation and traditional theater 
training.  

ADULT CLASSES: 
• Monthly tuition for one session of four 

adult classes is $185. 

• Adult classes meet once a week for 
three hours. 

• The Heights offers three adult classes; 
The Woodlands offers one.

• Adult classes are taught by Deke 
Anderson.  

• Adult classes focus on camera work, 
audition and screen test skills. 

CLASSES
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Ranked one of the top cancer 
centers in the nation for 27 years 
by U.S. News & World Report.

“ Cancer,  
we have you 
surrounded”

Dr. Sunil Patel  |  Cancer Physician

As one of the nation’s top cancer hospitals,  

MD Anderson uses an integrated team approach  

to cancer care. Our physicians and specialists work  

together across locations and disciplines to develop  

custom treatment plans for each patient, giving them  

world-class care all around Houston. Because, at  

MD Anderson, our goal is to end cancer. For good.

Appointments are available at an MD Anderson  

location near you. Call 713-745-9940 or visit 

FindYourMDAnderson.com.
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Trading Places The Woodlands
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Robinson Rd.

Owners Mario and Lorraine Sandoval took over the consignment store in early July. 
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Trading Places  
The Woodlands
Store sells, buys wide range of furniture

T rading Places The Woodlands 
opened on Robinson Road 
in Conroe about six years 

ago under the ownership of Max 
and Rosemaris Jesson. Now, under 
new ownership as of early July, the 
consignment store still offers a large 
variety of new and used furniture, 
antiques and collectibles.

Mario and Lorraine Sandoval took 
over Trading Places after moving to 
Texas from California four months 
ago. Lorraine said she and her hus-
band originally came into the store 
to buy a couch and instead ended up 
making an offer to buy the store.

“We came here to buy furniture for 
our house, and we ended up buying 
the store—we gave the owners an 
offer they couldn’t refuse,” Lorraine 
said. “We get a lot of regular and new 
customers, and some are surprised 
we’re new.”

Mario said the store will feature the 
same type of items that the previous 
owners kept at Trading Places. The 
couple may add in some miscellaneous 
items, such as dishes and clothes.

“We have one-of-a-kind items here 
and a very large selection,” Mario 
said. “I haggle with the consignment 

guy to give customers the very best 
price possible. I think the only way 
we’re going to be different is that 
we’re going to be a little cleaner and 
more organized.”

Trading Places not only sells used 
and new furniture for the living 
room, dining area and bedroom—it 
also buys furniture and antiques 
from customers. Furniture is featured 
in the store and then put on display 
outside. The store also offers furni-
ture delivery. 
   “A lot of people come here and look 
for weird stuff and they turn it into 
creative things,” Lorraine said. “We 
try to price everything reasonably. 
And it’s a well-known consignment 
store; people come from far away to 
come here and see what we have.”

Lorraine said shoppers come 
from Houston and Galveston to find 
furniture, especially after the recent 
flooding this spring, when customers 
came in to buy used furniture. 

Mario and Lorraine said if the 
store remains successful, the couple 
would like to expand Trading Places 
in the future.

“If we become very successful, we’d 
like to open more stores,” Mario said. 

BUSINESS FEATURE

 
 
28100 Robinson Road, Conroe
936-349-7775
Hours: Wed.-Sat. 10 a.m-6 p.m.,  
Sun. noon-6 p.m.

Trading Places not only sells furniture, but 
unique antique items as well.

Trading Places The Woodlands is located in 
a warehouse on Robinson Road, drawing 
customers in with a wide variety of furniture in 
front of the store.

A variety of artwork is also available for pur-
chase at the furniture store

By Abigail Loop

HOUSTON
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OVER 500 RESIDENTS IN OUR 
RESORT-STYLE APARTMENTS,
AND OUR LUXURY AND 
EC0-SMART HOMES.

EXXONMOBIL, SOUTHWESTERN 
ENERGY CAMPUSES ARE THRIVING. 
MORE THAN 11,500 EMPLOYEES 
WORK IN OUR COMMUNITY.

COMMUNITY SERVICES INCLUDE 
CHI ST. LUKE’S HEALTH, CYPRESS 
CREEK EMS, AND SPRING FIRE 
DEPARTMENT.

RESIDENCE INN BY MARRIOTT 
IS OPEN AND TWO MORE HOTELS 
ARE COMING SOON.

THE MARKET AT SPRINGWOODS 
VILLAGE ADDS LOCAL SHOPPING 
AND DINING CONVENIENCE.

PHASE 1 OF CITYPLACE IS 
UNDERWAY, WITH OFFICE 
SPACE, HOTEL, HOMES, 
RETAIL AND RESTAURANTS.

OVER 290 ACRES ARE DEVOTED 
TO NATURAL PARKS AND TRAILS.

So much is happening in Springwoods Village. Take a quick tour of our 2,000 acre mixed-use community, 20 miles 
north of downtown Houston and just south of the Woodlands. You’ll see how much we’ve grown, and what’s coming 
soon. As a sustainable community dedicated to best practices in smart development, the progress is real.

WHAT’S NOW 
AND WHAT’S NEXT.

THE EVOLUTION OF COMMUNITY.

springwoodsvillage.com
Located at the confluence of I-45, 

the Grand Parkway, and the Hardy Toll Road.
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The Oilerie

45

1488

Greg and Jo Anna Zachary opened The Oilerie on FM 1488 in July.
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The Oilerie
Local franchise bottles olive oils in-store

G reg and Jo Anna Zachary 
opened The Oilerie in July 
bringing 29 olive oils from 

throughout the world to Montgomery 
County. 

“I had been looking to get into a 
business of my own for eons,” Greg said. 
“I have worked for a number of smaller 
companies and really enjoyed that. I 
worked for a few big companies and 
thoroughly hated it.”

“Shark Tank” contestant Curt Camp-
bell pitched his idea for The Oilerie in 
2014 on the TV show, and Greg said he 
immediately wanted to be a part of the 
concept. The franchise partners with 
Adriano Mantova, a fourth-generation 
olive oil harvester with a 2,000-year-old 
olive tree on his family’s land in Italy. 

“All of our extra-virgin olive oils 
come from Italy,” Greg said. “All of our 
balsamics come from Modena, [Italy], 
which is where any true balsamic  
comes from.”

Aside from Italy, The Oilerie 
stocks oils from California, Japan 
and France. All of the oils are kept 
fresh in stainless steel canisters called 
fustis. Customers can sample the oils 
in-store, and when they decide what 
kind they want to take home, it is 
bottled in front of them, directly from 
the fusti. 

The Oilerie offers unflavored olive oils 

for cooking. However, there are also oils 
enhanced with flavors, such as almond, 
sesame, rosemary, garlic and citrus, for 
grilling and baking. Olive oils range 
from $16-$18, nut oils are $17.50 and 
balsamic oils range from $19-$23. 

“Whatever oils are left over, I’ve 
already arranged with Interfaith of 
The Woodlands and the Montgomery 
County Food Bank to donate what we 
have left,” Greg said. “One, it’s going to 
always ensure that customers are buying 
the most recent fresh harvest. It also is 
going to introduce some folks who never 
would have the opportunity to include 
extra-virgin olive oil in their diets. It’s 
going to help my community out.”

Greg has also reached out to dieti-
cians in the area for partnership oppor-
tunities because extra-virgin olive oil 
can help alleviate obesity, diabetes and 
high blood pressure, he said.

“That’s going to work out really well, 
too, if we can get everybody a little bit 
healthier all the way around,” he said. 

Although The Oilerie mainly caters 
to individuals in search of quality olive 
oils, Greg said he would like to reach 
out to locally owned restaurants and 
businesses for future partnerships.

“We’re going to make our money in 
Montgomery County, and we’re going 
to contribute to Montgomery County,” 
he said. 

FIRST LOOK

2400 FM 1488, Ste. 500, Conroe
936-321-3737
www.facebook.com/
oileriethewoodlandstx
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sun. noon-5 p.m. 

Jo Anna Zachary bottles olive oil in the store 
from a stainless steel fusti. 

The Oilerie offers 29 different olive oils, which 
are kept fresh in canisters called fustis. 

By Beth Marshall

DEPRESSION: Mediterranean-style diets are rich in olive oil, which reduces the risk of 
depression.

TYPE 2 DIABETES: The monosaturated fats in olive oil fight Type 2 diabetes.

COLON CANCER: Spanish scientists’ research indicates olive oil reduces the chance of 
developing colon cancer.

SKIN CANCER: Olive oil is rich in vitamins A and E, making it ideal for skin care 
products.

OBESITY: Olive oil can make weight control easier because of its high nutrient value.

DAMAGED HAIR: Used as a hair mask, olive oil can repair dry, frizzy hair.

HEART HEALTH: Olive oil can help slow the heart aging process, and its antioxidants 
protect red blood cells.

DIGESTION: Olive oil helps stomachs feel full, faster and it slows digestion.

EARACHES: Olive oil can be used as a natural remedy to remove excess ear wax.

BONE HEALTH: Olive oil helps prevent calcium loss in bones.

Olive OilBENEFITS OF

From mental to physical health, the benefits of olive oil go 
deeper than cooking.

Source: The Oilerie/Community Impact Newspaper
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The Runaway Plate 

The Runaway Plate owner Lina Wang said staff members come in early to prepare fresh food.

Roasted tomato goat cheese chicken, mashed 
potatoes and carrots is one of many combina-
tions The Runaway Plate offers ($10.99).

The Diva salad served with homemade dress-
ing is the restaurant’s most popular salad. 
Fish, chicken or beef can be added ($14.99).

Wang said employees fill drive-thru orders in 
3-5 minutes at the Runaway Plate.

The Runaway Plate is located on the Grand 
Parkway, about a mile west of Rayford Road 
in Spring. 
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The Runaway Plate
Local restaurant offers balanced 
alternative to typical drive-thru fast food

L ina Wang’s idea to open The 
Runaway Plate came to her after 
she grew weary of sitting in too 

many drive-thru lines after 12-hour 
workdays. 

The concept behind the fast-casual 
restaurant on the Grand Parkway near 
Rayford Road offers busy customers a 
home-cooked meal for the whole family 
without the chore of actually going 
home to cook. 

“I thought, ‘Wouldn’t it just be great 
if there was a restaurant out there that 
really catered to people who worked 
long hours [and] wanted something 
balanced?’” Wang said. “Just real food—
something you would cook for yourself 
on the weekend if you had time, and 
you’d feel good about it the next day.”

The Runaway Plate opened last Sep-
tember, and Wang said there are regular 
customers who stop by four or five times 
each week. 

“They truly use [the restaurant] as a 
supplement for dinner,” she said. “We’re 
glad we can do that for them.”

Although The Runaway Plate has 
a dining room, Wang said about 80 
percent of traffic comes through the 
drive-thru. 

“We make everything from scratch,” 
she said. “Our chefs come in three hours 
before we open to start that process. 
Throughout the day, they’re making 
small batches so that it’s always fresh 
food going out the door.”

Wang said she makes sure the menu 
offers varied items ranging from certi-
fied Angus steak to salmon and shrimp. 

“Of course, the basics are on there 
as well, like pork chops [and] chicken 
dishes to kind of round out what you 
would need if you needed to come every 
day,” she said. 

Seasonal vegetables and herbs are 
incorporated into each dish throughout 
the year, Wang said. Chicken cacciatore 
is served in the winter because it calls 
for fresh rosemary. Similarly, a roasted 
tomato and goat cheese aioli dish is 
served in the summertime when fresh 
tomatoes and basil are in season. 

 “The whole idea is you pick an entree, 
and you get two sides included,” Wang 
said. “Some days you can go ultra 
healthy and do a double salad if you 
want. Other days you can feel better 

about life with mashed potatoes and 
mac-and-cheese.”

Before taking on this business ven-
ture, Wang said she worked at different 
restaurants and bakeries because she has 
always loved baking. 

“I never thought I’d be able to actually 
own a restaurant,” she said. “I wanted to 
go to culinary school, but that just didn’t 
pan out. My parents wanted me to go to 
university and get a business degree.”

Wang’s combined business savvy and 
passion for cooking set the wheels in 
motion for The Runaway Plate, she said.

“The aha moment was when I was 
working in these other restaurants, and 
I ended up making suggestions on pro-
cesses in their kitchen that would help 
them save tens of thousands of dollars,” 
she said. “I think between all the restau-
rants, I was able to save about $150,000 
because I just knew how to do shortcuts. 
I was already well-versed in the kitchen, 
and a lot of the owners didn’t know, they 
just didn’t have that background.”

Making The Runaway Plate a suc-
cessful reality took about four years, 
according to Wang. 

“It was really challenging to get this 
concept started,” she said. “No. 1, we 
couldn’t get financing through a bank. 
All of them wanted to see a similar 
concept that has worked somewhere in 
the United States, and there hadn’t been. 
We are a completely new concept, so 
[banks] wouldn’t fund it.” 

In the end, Wang and her husband 
used their own money to buy a location 
after multiple landlords turned them 
down because they did not want to take 
the risk on the restaurant’s concept. 

“We felt this is what people want, 
they just don’t maybe know it, and it’s 
so new that it will just take time for 
them to adjust from going to thinking, 
‘I’m going to hit Jack in the Box [or] I’m 
going to hit McDonald’s,’ to ‘Hey, I can 
get a real dinner,’” she said.

Wang said people in the area have 
been supportive of The Runaway Plate 
because it is locally owned. 

“We’ve been approached a couple of 
times already by people who want to 
open up a second location, but right now 
we’re just trying to make sure we’re put-
ting out great food and making happy 
customers,” she said.

DINING FEATURE

28533 Springs Trails Ridge, Spring
713-389-5531
www.therunawayplate.com 
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 3-9 p.m., 
Fri. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Sat.-Sun. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. (open for brunch 
with lunch service beginning at 11 a.m.)

Everyday classic entrees (including 2 sides)
• Fresh salmon baked in white wine and herbs ($14.99)
• 8-ounce certified Angus beef sirloin steak with signature sesame sauce ($15.99)
• 8-ounce certified Angus beef sirloin steak with brandy bacon, mushroom sauce ($15.99)
• Grilled bone-in pork chop marinated for 24 hours ($10.99)
• Pan-seared chicken breast marinated in summer herbs for 24 hours ($9.99)

Owner recommendations: 
 
Brandy bacon mushroom steak: 8-ounce certified Angus beef 
sirloin steak ($15.99 with two sides)

Asian BBQ ribs-Marinated for 48 hours ($14.99 with two sides)

By Beth Marshall
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Liberty Branch is front-porch living at its best, featuring classic American 

architecture and the nostalgic ambiance of a small town nestled in the 

Village of Creekside Park. With beautiful new homes, all within walking 

distance of parks and village center amenities, you can find your 

American dream in harmony with nature in The Woodlands.

Small-town charm.  
Big-town pride. 

Purchase a new home  
in Liberty Branch  
by Labor Day and  

receive up to $5,000  
toward closing costs!*

Bring this ad when you tour a  
model home and receive lunch  
on us at select Creekside Park  

Village Green restaurants.** 
**$25 value, must tour by Aug. 31.  
Photocopies will not be accepted.

STAR-SPANGLED  
 

T H E  N AT U R A L  C H O I C E

* This offer is available only to buyers signing a new home sales contract between 7/5/16 and 9/5/16 for a home in The Woodlands Liberty Branch built by J. Kyle Homes, Coventry  
Homes, David Weekley Homes or Palmetto Homes. Builder to provide up to $5,000 toward buyer’s closing costs. Some restrictions may apply. No substitutions will be permitted.  
Homes within The Woodlands are constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with The Woodlands Development Company (TWDC) or any of its affiliates, companies  
or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any of its affiliated companies or partnerships guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and 
specifications subject to change. The Woodlands Community Impact Ad

For more information and builder specials, visit

TheWoodlandsLibertyBranch.com

Homes from the high $200s to $900s

T H E  N AT U R A L  C H O I C E

16woodre2660_2_LibertyBranchSummerPromotion_CommImpAd_Aug.indd   1 7/25/16   7:26 PM
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1   I-45 HOV lanes
The I-45 high occupancy vehicle lane 
extension project will add one lane in 
each direction along I-45 from FM 1960 
in northern Harris County to South 
Loop 336 in Conroe. Construction 
began last October, and the project 
will be complete by early fall. The 
Texas Department of Transportation 
has completed about 98 percent of the 
project, officials said. 

Timeline: October 2015-September 
2016
Cost: $2.6 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

2   David Memorial Drive 
extension
This Shenandoah road bond project 
is a three-phase extension of David 
Memorial Drive connecting Hwy. 
242 to Shenandoah Park Drive. The 
project is a collaboration of efforts 
between Montgomery County 

Precinct 4 and the Shenandoah 
Municipal Development District. 
Phase 1 of the project has not yet 
begun, however, it is expected to be 
complete by summer 2017.

Timeline: complete by summer 
2017 (Phase 1), TBA (phases 2  
and 3)
Cost: $2.3 million
Funding sources: Shenandoah 
Municipal Development District, 
Montgomery County Precinct 4

3   Rayford Road improvements
The Rayford Road improvement project, 
funded by the successful Montgomery 
County bond election last November, 
will widen the roadway from four to six 
lanes between Richard Road east to the 
Grand Parkway. It will also build a six-
lane bridge bypassing the Union Pacific 
Railroad tracks and add traffic lights. 
Sixty-five percent of the engineering 
design is complete, and Montgomery 
County Precinct 3 is still working to 
acquire rights of way. 

Timeline: 2017-2019
Cost: $60 million 
Funding sources: Montgomery 
County Precinct 3 

4   Research Forest Drive 
widening
The Research Forest Drive expansion 
will widen the road from two to four 

5   FM 2978 widening 
The FM 2978 widening is a two-part, 
6.5-mile widening project between Dry 
Creek and FM 1488 in Magnolia. The 
first section, from FM 1488 to south of 
Dry Creek, was delayed until August 
because of utility relocations and sound 
wall issues, according to TxDOT. The 
second section, from south of Dry 
Creek to Conroe Hufsmith Road has 
been suspended due to AT&T utility 
relocations. The second section has a 
projected completion of late 2017, while 
a timeline for the first section has not 
yet been determined. 

Timeline: August 2016-TBA
Cost: $23.9 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

6   Kuykendahl Road widening
Kuykendahl Road will be widened 
from two lanes to a four-lane road 
between the intersections of Indian 
Hill Road and Timarron Drive in 
Spring. The Harris County Precinct 
4 project is funded through bond 
referendum proceeds and was 74.8 
percent complete as of July 20. 
County officials said the project is 
set to be complete the first week of 
August. 

Timeline: Feb. 17-August 2016
Cost: $1.2 million
Funding sources: Harris County 
Precinct 4  

lanes with asphalt shoulders between 
FM 2978 and Branch Crossing Drive 
in Magnolia. The project will be 
funded by last November’s successful 
Montgomery County road bond 
election and is expected to reduce 
congestion on Research Forest Drive 
and parallel routes, county officials 
said. Engineering for the design phase 
was awarded April 12. 

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $8 million
Funding sources: Montgomery 
County Precinct 2
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Hannah Zedaker

Project description Estimated timeline

An additional left-turn lane will be added from westbound Hwy. 242 to 
Greenbridge Drive to increase traffic flow through the intersection, reduce 
congestion and provide safer movement. The Montgomery County Precinct 2 
project will be funded by a successful road bond that was approved during a 
countywide November election. 

TBA

There are plans to construct an additional bridge over Spring Creek on Gosling 
Road to improve northbound and southbound traffic between Harris and 
Montgomery counties. The Precinct 3 project is a partnership between the two 
counties and The Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1 and will be funded by 
$3.8 million from a previous bond election. The project is in the study phase. 

TBA

Another left-turn lane will be added from westbound Hwy. 242 to 
southbound Gosling Road in Precinct 2 as well as another left-turn lane from 
northbound Gosling Road to westbound Hwy. 242. The project is expected to 
reduce construction and will be funded by $600,000 from the bond approved 
during the county’s November election. 

TBA

Other transportation projects
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THE WOODLANDS AREA BUSINESSES HOLD THE FIRST 
“BUSINESS VOTES DAY” 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27TH 
The November Election is right around the corner and The 
Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce’s Business Advocacy 
Council has planned our communities first ever, “Business 
Votes Day,” where we encourage small and large companies to 
get on board and encourage their employees to Get Out The 
Vote. This day will be held in the middle of early voting as 
both a way to encourage those to vote early but also as a rally 
to inspire and remind those who have not yet voted. 

HOW DO YOU PARTICIPATE IN 
BUSINESS VOTES DAY?

Provide your employees with tools 
Contact our Government Affairs Department here at the 
Chamber and we will provide you with sample ballots, mar-
keting materials, and other information to help provide your 
employees with non-partisan information on what’s on the 
ballot and how they can learn more about the candidates and 
issues. 

Voting Valet 
Schedule a time with our Government Affairs Department for 
our Voting Valet service to pick-up your employees to vote 
on Thursday, October 27th. This round-trip service will pick 
your employees up from a location near or at your office, take 
them right to the front doors of the South County Commu-
nity Building, wait while each person votes, and then bring 
everyone right back to work! 

Party From the Polls 
Wear your “I Voted” Sticker as your ticket into our Party From 
The Polls event at Kirby’s Steakhouse starting at 5 p.m. on 
October 27th.

It is important that our Business Community is represented at 
the polls. We encourage and invite all of our businesses to be a 
part of our, “Business Votes Day.” If you would like to sign up 
to participate or have questions on ways to get involved, please 
contact The Chamber’s Government Affairs Department.

Angela Storseth-Cooper 
Director of Government Affairs & Events 
The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce 
Angela.Cooper@WoodlandsChamber.org | (281) 363- 8110 

Message from 

Paid Advertisement
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Online$54.75 $54.50

Walk-in$51.75 Walk-In$55.50

Mail-in$52.75 Mail-In$55.50

Limited service and  
dealer deputies$52.75 Limited service and 

dealer deputies$55.50

Full service deputies$56.75 Full service deputies$64.50

Texas Department of Motor 
Vehicles board approves new 
registration fee increase
By Sherelle Black and Wendy Cawthon

Texas drivers will see their vehicle 
registration renewal fees increase begin-
ning Jan. 1 as the Texas Department of 
Motor Vehicles board approved an addi-
tional $4.75 processing and handling fee 
June 27.

Board members said the new fee will 
bring about increased transparency for 
taxpayers by displaying the true cost the 
government bears in providing registra-
tion services to the public. Additionally, 
the entirety of the vehicle registration 
fee will be credited to the State Highway 
Fund, which provides additional fund-
ing for highway projects.

A Texan who registers in person at 
the county tax office—about 64 percent 
of car owners—will now see their state 
payment increase from $51.75 to $55.50. 
Those who register online—about 18 
percent of Texans—will see it drop from 
$54.75 to $54.50. Those who mail in 
their registration will see their payment 
increase from $52.75 to $55.50.

While the new processing fee will be 
applied to each form of payment, it will 
be replacing some of the handling fees 
currently used at local tax offices, which 
is why there is not a flat increase of $4.75 
for each payment, said Adam Shaivitz, 
public information officer for TxDMV. 

Texans also pay additional fees on 
top of that for county roads and bridges 
when they register. Drivers in Harris 
County pay an additional $11.50 in fees, 
and $10 in Montgomery County. These 
fees will remain in place.

TxDMV had initially wanted a  
$5 processing and handling fee to cover 
its budget gap—estimated at $70 million 
in the biennium that starts in 2018. But 

the DMV found a few million dollars 
more in its budget, which Gov. Greg 
Abbott’s office encouraged be used to 
lower the fee.

In a rules proposal update, the 
TxDMV board said, “The TxDMV’s 
staff recommendation to lower the 
processing and handling fee to $4.75 
aligns with Gov. Greg Abbott’s commit-
ment to the fiscal responsibilities of state 
government.” 

Effects at county level
After the rule was proposed April 7, 

the agency received comments from 
tax assessor collectors, public officials, 
legislators, businesses, associations and 
individuals. Most of the comments 
opposed the setting of the processing 
and handling fee as it will reduce the 
amount of revenue the counties will 
receive from registration renewals. 

In the first year with the new fee 
structure, Harris County is expected to 
lose about $1.7 million in revenue, and 
Harris County drivers will pay close to 
a collective $20 million more annually 
in fees, according to Mike Sullivan, 
Harris County tax assessor/collector. 
Montgomery County is expected to lose 
$130,000 in the first year, Montgomery 
County Tax Assessor/Collector Tammy 
McRae said. That number is only 
expected to increase year after year.  

“The DMV has predicted a 2 percent 
increase in population in Montgomery 
County for next year and 10 percent 
shift in online registration each year, 
so of course that number continues to 
grow,” she said. “It grows because of the 
population increase and that 10 percent 
increase in online renewal [which 

reduce the county contribution from 
the DMV]. The larger the county, the 
greater the impact.” 

McRae said although the online fee 
is decreasing for drivers, the amount 
of money allocated for county revenue 
online will also be decreasing from 
$1.90 to $0.25 cents per vehicle. 

Sullivan said previously, when  
a driver renewed his or her registration 
online, the new sticker would be printed 
at a local Harris County office and 
mailed to the driver. Under the new pro-
cess, the sticker will be printed by Xerox 
and mailed from their warehouses. 

“The TxDMV increase will affect 
every single motorist in Harris County. 
It doesn’t matter if it’s a motorcycle, a 
personal vehicle or delivery truck,” he 
said. “And keep in mind, Harris County 
is home to a very large number of com-
panies that deliver goods. So while on 
the surface someone might say, ‘Well, it’s 
only [$4.75] a year,’ it’s [$4.75] a year to 
a whole lot of companies [with multiple 
cars] and a whole lot of individuals.” 

TxDMV’s proposal states the process-
ing and handling fee would allow $50.75 

of the fee to be dedicated to the State 
Highway Fund, which would result 
in an additional $47 million or more 
annually to the fund.

“That’s a good thing—we’re all in 
favor of more infrastructure in Texas,” 
Sullivan said. “But they’re taking money 
out of Harris County.”

Sullivan said his office has been pre-
paring for the loss in revenue and oper-
ates with a $1 million surplus. However, 
the full effects of the change will not be 
seen until a year following the new fee 
structure.  

“I’m always looking for ways to 
improve our efficiencies,” he said. “We’ll 
be doing more with less, which is not 
always a bad thing. We’ll reassign per-
sonnel where we can and if it results in 
a loss of positions, we’ll know that next 
budget year.” 

McRae said her office has begun work 
on a budget for the next fiscal year and 
is still searching for solutions to make 
up for the loss in revenue.

“We want to be good partners with 
DMV, but the counties are certainly 
taking a hit,” she said.

Proposed fee structure  
(With $4.75 processing and handling fee)

Current fee structure  
(Without $4.75 processing and handling fee)

01 17
HOW TO PAY

COUNTY EFFECTS
THE NEW FEE STRUCTURE WILL TAKE EFFECT IN JANUARY 2017.

Sources: Texas Department of Motor Vehicles, Harris County Tax Assessor/Collector and Montgomery County Tax Assessor/Collector 

Sources: Texas Department of Motor Vehicles, Harris County Tax Assessor/Collector and Montgomery County Tax Assessor/Collector/Community Impact Newspaper 

$130,000 
Montgomery County  

is expected to lose 

 in revenue.  

$7 MILLION 
Statewide, counties could 

expect up to

 in lost revenue.  

$1.65 

The fee structure will 
reduce the amount of rev-
enue the county receives 
from vehicle  
registrations by 

per vehicle  
for online payments.

TRANSPORTATION

$1.7 MILLION 
Harris County is  
expected to lose 

 in revenue.  

The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles approved a new fee structure for vehicle registrations June 27. Starting Jan. 1, a processing 
and handling fee of $4.75 will be included on all forms of payment. However, the department has also restructured many fees 
included in the registration cost, causing some forms of payment to increase, while others decrease. 

Online
(includes $1 discount from other transactions)
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Plans for improvements 
to I-45, Robinson Road 
interchange under review
By Marie Leonard

Montgomery County 
Precinct 3 and the Texas 
Department of Transporta-
tion are working together to 
implement the best solution 
for improving the I-45 and 
Robinson Road interchange. 

“The [existing] interchange 
design does not currently 
support the amount of traffic 
volume and causes heavy con-
gestion to the east-west move-
ments, especially during peak 
periods,” said Matt Beasley, 
chief of staff for Precinct 3.

Montgomery County’s suc-
cessful November road bond 
election included a proposal 
to implement a single-point 
urban interchange project at 
the intersection. However, 
this spring the county learned 
TxDOT was about to initiate 
a planning and environmen-
tal linkage study along I-45 
from Beltway 8 to Loop 336. 

The state agency encour-
aged Precinct 3 to put plans 
for the SPUI on hold until its 
PEL study can determine the 
best solution for addressing 
congestion and safety issues 
along the corridor. 

TxDOT’s study, which is 
expected to take two years to 
complete, will make long-
term interchange improve-
ment recommendations 
along the corridor, including 
more modern intersection 

designs. It will also include a 
long-term plan for widening 
I-45. However, it could take 
TxDOT up to 10 years to get 
funding for the entire scope 
of the project, Precinct 3 
Commissioner James Noack 
said.

In the meantime, Noack’s 
office and TxDOT are coor-
dinating an interim solution 
to improve the I-45 and 
Robinson Road interchange. 
Engineering firm Brown & 
Gay is completing a study for 
possible implementation of a 
diamond interchange at the 
intersection. 

There is no defined time-
line for the project yet as the 
county is still working with 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation and the city of 
Oak Ridge North to deter-
mine the appropriate design 
that will provide the best cost 
and benefits, Beasley said.  

“[TxDOT’s] study will look 
at various modes of travel 
as well as need for added 
capacity and traffic operations 
improvements,” said Danny 
Perez, TxDOT public informa-
tion officer. “Whether or not 
the SPUI will be implemented 
is dependent on the outcome 
of the study.”  

The interchange is entirely 
within TxDOT’s right of way, 
and the state agency will make 
the final decision regarding 

TRANSPORTATION INTERCHANGE 
IMPROVEMENTS

                                Woodlands Pkwy. direct connector

Plans for interim traffic relief for the I-45 and Robinson Road interchange are under review by both Montgomery County and the 
Texas Department of Transportation. The newest solution is the possible implementation of a diamond interchange.

Woodlands Pkwy. direct connect

Robinson Rd.
Woodlands Pkwy. direct connector

Source: Montgomery County Precinct 3/Community Impact Newspaper

what improvements occur, 
Beasley said.

The cost of the SPUI was 
approximately $60 million, 
and the county was going 
to provide $3 million for 

engineering design and right 
of way acquisition. The cost 
to construct the diamond 
interchange is approximately 
$3 million. 

TxDOT’s study will also 

address environmental chal-
lenges and design projects that 
meet mobility, environmental 
and community needs in 
northern Harris and southern 
Montgomery counties.

A
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Robinson Rd.

45

WE ALSO OFFER:
Dog Boarding and Daycare, Dog and Cat Grooming, 

Cat Boarding, Horseback Riding Lessons and Parties

WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING

10% OFF BOARDING 
OR GROOMING

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

11105 Mahaff ey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com
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Hardy Toll Road converts to EZ Tag, widening to be finished in spring
By Julie Butterfield

In an effort to improve mobility, 
Harris County Toll Road Authority is 
widening the Hardy Toll Road to three 
lanes and has converted to all- 
electronic tolling. 

EZ Tag and cash-based tags are the 
accepted tolling methods on the road.

 “With the construction of the 
Grand Parkway and the increasing 
high demand on the area toll plazas 
and roadways, HCTRA is working to 
improve safety and enhance mobility 
in the corridor while meeting chang-
ing customer needs,” said Quinton 
Alberto, assistant director of main-
tenance and traffic engineering for 
HCTRA. 

Converting to an all-electronic 
tollway could make the Hardy Toll 
Road safer, HCTRA officials said. 
Cash lanes create a hazard by adding 
a stop-and-go scenario as cash payers 
merge to the correct lane. 

EZ Tag is an electronic toll col-
lection system that uses a sensor 
to track vehicle activity. EZ Tag 
usage has grown to 80-90 percent of 

transactions on the Hardy Toll Road 
during peak hours, Alberto said. 

“Traffic volume is expected to 
increase more than 20 percent by 
2020,” Alberto said. 

In addition to EZ Tag use along the 
Hardy Toll Road, cash-based cards, 
which are affixed to the windshield 
like EZ Tags, allow a pay-as-you-go 
option and can be reloaded in any 
amount, he said. Cash-based cards are 
already available at H-E-B and Valero 
Corner Store locations and will soon 
be offered at CVS/pharmacy locations.

Drivers who accidentally use the toll 
road without an EZ Tag can pay the 
toll violation and a convenience fee 
online at hctra.org/missedatoll. Once 
it becomes a violation, a $1.50 admin-
istrative fee per transaction will be 
added to the price of the toll. 

The conversion to an all-electronic 
tollway is one of many improvements 
being made to the toll road. HCTRA 
is also widening the Hardy Toll Road 
to three lanes in both directions from 
FM 1960 to the Grand Parkway. The 
widening includes the construction of 

TRANSPORTATION

full shoulders and an interchange at 
the Grand Parkway. Signing and pave-
ment markings will be updated, and 
bridge decks along the entire roadway 
are being repaired.

Crews began work on the $170 
million widening project in 2015, and 
it is about 70 percent complete. Con-
struction is expected to last until early 
spring 2017, Alberto said. 

“Our city continues to grow, and 
we are trying to keep up the infra-
structure and the necessary updates,” 
Alberto said. “We know that road 
construction is an inconvenience, but 
once this project is complete, we are 
confident the Hardy Toll Road will 
become a smoother ride.”

No cash needed on 
the Hardy Toll Road
Toll plazas have been removed, and 
the roadway is being widened from two 
to three lanes, with the construction of 
an interchange at the Grand Parkway.  
Source: HCTRA/Community Impact Newspaper Hardy 

Toll Road

George Bush 
Intercontinental 
Airport (IAH)

SIX LOCATIONS IN THE AREA!

Each Primrose school is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools® and Balanced Learning® are registered 
trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2016 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved. See 
primroseschools.com for ‘fact’ source and curriculum detail.

FACT:

85% of core brain structure is 
developed by age four.

BALANCED LEARNING® WAY:

Recommending the right  
activity at the right time is 
child’s play.

Primrose School of Harmony | 281.907.6900 

Primrose School of Imperial Oaks | 281.364.7400

Primrose School of Spring-Klein | 281.350.9595

Primrose School of The Woodlands at College Park | 936.321.5900

Primrose School of The Woodlands at Creekside Park | 281.351.7300 

Primrose School of The Woodlands at Sterling Ridge | 281.681.3500
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CISD requests public input for new 
elementary, high school names
By Beth Marshall

Conroe ISD officials announced 
July 19 they are welcoming input 
from the public for naming the 
district’s new elementary school and 
high school, both of which will be 
located in the Oak Ridge High School 
feeder zone.

The elementary school is slated to 
open near Birnham Woods in August 
2017, and the new high school will 
open off the Grand Parkway near 
Woodson’s Reserve in August 2018.

“This is an exciting time for us as 
we look at our first new campuses 
with our bond issue and prepare for 
their opening and coming years,” said 
Curtis Null, CISD deputy superinten-
dent of schools. “The first step on our 
side—the school’s side—is to estab-
lish a name as building is moving 
forward.”

According to board policy, a high 
school can only be named after 
a geographic area. However, an 
elementary school may be named 

EDUCATION BRIEFS

after a geographic location; a prom-
inent person or public official who 
honorably served in the district or 
community; a person who has gained 
recognition in education or the arts; 
a national or state hero whose name 
would lend prestige to an institution 
of learning; or a person donating 
land or money to the new facility.

Residents interested in suggest-
ing a name for the new high school 
or elementary school may do so by 
visiting www.conroeisd.net/about/
school-naming-process.

NAMING PROCESS
AUG. 12

AUG. 16

SEPT. 20
Consideration for the naming of the new schools 
will take place during the board meeting

Submitted names will be shared during the 
CISD board meeting

Deadline for residents to submit name  
suggestions

Conroe ISD announces preliminary 
2016-17 budget proposal
By Beth Marshall

Conroe ISD Chief Financial Officer 
Darrin Rice presented the district’s 
proposed budget for the 2016-17 
school year July 19 as recommended 
by Superintendent Don Stockton. 
According to the proposal, CISD has 
opted to keep the current tax rate at 
$1.28 per $100 valuation.

“We look at the major components 
that actually drive our budget,” Rice 
said. “To meet the need for the 2016-
17 school year, we want to provide 
a competitive raise for all and addi-
tional salary adjustments for iden-
tified areas. We want to prepare for 
the upcoming legislative session and 
possible future budget reductions, 
and then, if funds are available, utilize 
surplus to support capital projects and 
reduce bond debt requirements.”

2016 -17 budget 
proposal

Conroe ISD

The Conroe ISD board of trustees will  
approve the district’s budget during an  
Aug. 16 meeting.

2016-17 projected budget is 

$446.8 million  
with a surplus of $9.6 million

Projected expenditure budget increase: 

$22.9 million
over last year 

11%

89% payroll and 
benefits

contracted services, 
equipment and  
supplies and materials

Public hearings for the 2016-17 proposed budget 
and tax rate are Aug. 2 and Aug. 16. 

Final approval will be discussed during the  
Aug. 16 board meeting.  

Included in budget:

Salary increases 
and adjustments

Additional  
personnel funding

Health insurance 
costs

Sources: Conroe ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

www.honeycombridge.com

A New Luxury Custom Home Community In Front Of The Woodlands

Homes from the $900’s
Minutes away from major hospitals in the Woodlands

713-632-2957
Luis Esparza | luis.esparza@lvpre.com
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Oak Ridge North breaks ground 
on first hotel, conference center
By Abigail Loop

Oak Ridge North city officials and 
residents gathered July 28 to offi-
cially break ground on the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel & Oak Ridge North 
Conference Center.

The $7 million partnership between 
the city and the Avalon Hotel Group 
has been in the works for almost four 
years. The hotel will be constructed 
just north of the Sears Home Appli-
ance Showroom on the east side of 
I-45 and south of Robinson Road. 

“This project started over 3 1/2 

years ago and has taken a lot of time, 
very hard work and patience,” Mayor 
Jim Kuykendall said. “It’s going to be 
the crown jewel of the I-45 business 
district.”

The 154-room hotel will feature a 
restaurant, lounge, roof terrace, video 
conference room, business center, 
swimming pool and fitness center. 
The Oak Ridge North Conference 
Center will connect to the hotel tower 
and encompass 10,500 square feet. 
Construction for the hotel project is 
expected to take about 18 months. 

Oak Ridge North city leaders celebrated the Crowne Plaza Hotel ground breaking July 28.  
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Woodlands Pkwy.      Robinson Rd.

45

26900 I-45, Oak Ridge North

Ironman to return to The Woodlands 
in 2017 with new bicycle route
By Marie Leonard

The Ironman North American 
Championship will return to The 
Woodlands in April with a new bike 
route, according to a July 19 announce-
ment by race officials. 

Similar to previous years, the tri-
athlon will feature a 2.4-mile swim in 
Lake Woodlands. However, the new 
bike route will take riders through 
both Montgomery and Harris counties 
on the Hardy Toll Road. The running 
portion of the race will take place in 
The Woodlands and end on Waterway 
Avenue.  

In the weeks leading up to this year’s 
Ironman in May, the bike portion 
of the triathlon was rerouted due to 
construction zones in Montgomery 
County that county officials deemed 
unsafe. Instead of traveling along FM 
1488, bicyclists were rerouted to por-
tions of northern Harris County. 

This year’s bicycle route was also 
shortened from 112 to 94 miles due to 
historic flooding conditions in the area 

BRIEFS

this spring. 
Event sponsors, athletes and mem-

bers of the community sought to keep 
the 2017 triathlon in The Woodlands, 
said Gordy Bunch, chairman of The 
Woodlands Convention & Visitors 
Bureau.

“We’re excited The Woodlands will 
continue to be known as the home-
town to the Ironman USA Champi-
onship and as a premier location for 
world-class events,” Bunch said.

Registration for the April 22 Iron-
man triathlon began July 27. 

The Woodlands will once again host the Iron-
man North American Championship in 2017.
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We offer distinctive and exclusive frame 
lines, including Tom Ford, DITA, and 
Lindberg. The doctors at Focus Optical 
specialize in helping those who want to 
get out of reading glasses, with different 
options in contact lenses. We also offer 
Orthokeratology, contact lenses that 
when used while sleeping, can eliminate 
the need for glasses or contacts during 
the day! Recommended for kids who are 
active or have a hard time with glasses.

• comprehensive eye exams
• contact lens fittings
• ocular health evaluations for the entire family

1925 Hughes Landing, Suite 600
The Woodlands, TX 77380

          Lake Woodlands Dr.
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Opening mid September!

Call to schedule your appointment today!

Tel: 832-225-1150  |  Email: info@focusopticaltw.com  |  Website: www.focusopticaltw.com
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Tomball ISD prepares to open new school in Creekside Park in August
By Wendy Cawthon

As growth continues in the dis-
trict, Tomball ISD is preparing for 
more students by opening its fourth 
new school in two years.

Creekside Park Junior High 
School, which will open in August, 
is the third junior high school in 
the district. The school is funded 
through the district’s 2013 bond, 
which helped the district plan for 
growth during the next five years. 
Last year, TISD opened three new 
schools: Oakcrest Intermediate 
School and Creekview and Wild-
wood elementary schools. 

TISD Chief Financial Officer Jim 
Ross said the district will need to hire 
an additional 99 staff members to 
staff Creekside Park and accommo-
date additional enrollment growth 
in the district. The new hires will 
include 63 teachers.

Despite the added costs of opening 
a new school, Ross said the district 
is expected to bring in a 9 percent 
increase in revenue compared with 
the past year, which is attributed to 
increased local property tax revenue. 

The TISD board of trustees heard 
the second and final budget hearing 
for the 2016-17 school year during its 
June 12 workshop meeting. 

Ross said the district expects 
nearly $121 million in expenditures 
in the 2016-17 budget and $119 
million in revenue. The deficit is 
attributed to the opening of a new, 
larger school in the district.  

“We’ve had two years of opening 
four schools, which is pretty substan-
tial for this district,” Ross said. “The 
greatest factor in this budget was the 
opening of a new school. Secondary 
schools have more needs for staffing, 
and then you get into extracurricular 
activities and things of that nature. 
It’s a little more costly.”

The new budget also includes a 2 
percent general staff pay increase, 
bringing the starting teacher salary 
up to $52,000, an increase of $750 
compared with the 2015-16 school 
year. The budget also allows for an 
added $25 in medical insurance plan 
contributions per employee.

“This is primarily funded by Tom-
ball ISD—it’s mainly local taxes that 

Tomball ISD will open its newest school, Creekside Park Junior High School, in August. 
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are paying for this; 86.13 percent of 
the funding for our schools comes 
from local taxes,” he said.

Because of the need for more staff, 
payroll costs are expected to account 
for more than 89 percent of the 
district’s budget. It is a number Ross 
said he would like to see reduced in 
the next few years. 

“Once you’re above 85 percent, 

you’re really in some dangerous ter-
ritory with payroll,” he said. “This is 
indicative of opening a new school. In 
time, that’s going to come back down, 
and in a couple years, we need to be 
around at least 87 percent in order to 
control this cost in our budget.”

The budget was up for approval 
during the board’s Aug. 9 meeting, 
after press time. 
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Creekside Green Dr.

Augusta Pines Dr.

Embrace 
    Outdoor Living

Nestled among lofty pines in Montgomery  
County is Wedgewood Forest, a community that encourages  
idyllic days spent outdoors. Boat, fish, hike and explore to  
your heart’s content on nearby Lake Conroe. Come home to  
Wedgewood Forest’s sparkling lake and resort-style amenities.  
It’s all here. It’s all waiting. Embrace a life to be lived outdoors. 

FOR UPDATES, LOG ON TODAY & JOIN OUR VIP LIST!

• Conveniently located on Highway 105
• Minutes from dining, shopping & entertainment
• Conroe Independent School District

WedgewoodForest.com

New Homes 
from the $200s
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The John Cooper School’s new STEM building is slated to be complete in 
time for classes to start Aug. 25.
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The John Cooper School prepares to 
open new STEM building this August 
By Beth Marshall 

The John Cooper School in 
The Woodlands will open a 
new three-story, 55,000-square-
foot STEM building with 16 
spacious classrooms, a 125-
seat lecture hall and a rooftop 
garden on Aug. 25. 

More than half of all 
students who graduate from 
the private college prepara-
tory school go on to pursue 
degrees in science, technology, 
engineering or math, Head 
of School Mike Maher said. 
Tuition rates for 2016-17 at 
the Cooper School range from 
$19,980 for prekindergarteners 
to $24,685 for 9-12 graders. 

“In the older science labs, the 
predominant setup was kids 
in desks, teacher in the front 
of the room writing on the 
board or projecting or lecturing 
to the students,” Maher said. 
“That will be the least frequent 

modality in this new building.”
Older STEM classrooms are 

being converted into regular 
classrooms, Maher said. 

The new classrooms are 
designed with desks on wheels 
to make it easy for students to 
come together or break into 
groups to learn materials, while 
allowing the teacher to circu-
late the room. 

“That’s what we understand 
to be the way math and science 
are taught in college now, and 
it’s the way math and science 
and engineering work gets 
done in the professional world,” 
Maher said. 

The new STEM building at 
the Cooper School also features 
a robotics lab, a 40-station 
computer lab, 3-D printers and 
dry-erase board walls. 

Robotics classes were taught 
as an after-school activity in 
previous years. However, this 

year robotics will be offered as 
a for-credit class, Maher said. 

“More kids will do robotics 
when it’s a class that they can 
get credit for than when it’s 
just an after-school activity,” he 
said. “We think that’s going to 
grow.”

Depending on student 
feedback, Maher said there 
is a possibility more STEM 
electives could be added to the 
Cooper School’s course list. 

“We will not retreat from 
the essential content of the 
[courses], but there will be 
a whole lot more hands-on, 
project-based [and] laborato-
ry-based learning that will be 
included because the equip-
ment and the space provisions 
allow for that in ways that 
laboratories that were built in 
the 1990s didn’t,” Maher said. 

The staircases feature glass 
panels with math and physics 

EDUCATION

formulas, and the build-
ing’s courtyard-side patio is 
engraved with the Periodic 
Table of Elements. 

“The idea is if you’re 
anywhere near the building, 
science is going to be around 
you,” Maher said. “Everywhere 
you turn, there is an oppor-
tunity to learn about or talk 
about or help somebody with 
whatever scientific work they’re 
doing.”
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The John Cooper School 
One John Cooper Drive,  
The Woodlands
281-367-0900
www.johncooper.org

Offer good through 9/17/2016.

FULL HEAD 
HIGHLIGHTS
Regularly priced $140

NON SURGICAL  
BODY CONTOURING

Regularly priced $175

30 Minute Sessions3X
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Amusement park headed to New Caney
By Chris Shelton

After setbacks and delays, a water 
park, an RV park and a kart-rac-
ing track are under construction at 
Grand Texas—a 632-acre amuse-
ment park development in New 
Caney at the intersection of Hwy. 59 
and Hwy. 242. 

Speedsportz Racing Park and 
Grand Texas RV Resort are pro-
jected to be complete this fall after 
heavy spring rain and infrastructure 
construction delayed the projected 
summer completion, Grand Texas 
CEO Monty Galland said. Big Riv-
ers, the water park within Grand 
Texas, is on track to open by spring 
2017. Once Big Rivers is complete, 
construction will begin on Grand 
Texas’ namesake-bearing 200-acre 
amusement park.

Grand Texas was originally slated for 
completion in 2015, but delays in infra-
structure funding, inclement weather 
and engineering difficulties pushed its 
opening back, according to Galland.

“People are seeing the clearing, 
they’re seeing the construction,” he 
said. “One response is, ‘We’ll believe 

it when we see it.’ That’s fine. Just let 
us get stuff done.”  

The Grand Texas Theme Park will 
feature five roller coasters, dozens of 
rides and an emphasis on live enter-
tainment, Galland said. 

The theme park will be about the 
same size as Six Flags AstroWorld—a 
57-acre theme park that was located in 
southwest Houston until it closed in 
2005. Galland said the park will con-
tinue to expand after opening in 2020.

“Houston is a huge marketplace, 
and as wonderful as it is to go down to 
Galveston or Kemah, for a family in—
say The Woodlands or Kingwood—it 
can take an hour and a half,” Galland 
said. “We really feel like being in the 
north allows us to reach more people 
that aren’t being served.” 

At build-out, Speedsportz Racing 
Park will feature two European-style 
kart racing tracks. One of the tracks 
will host professional kart races and 
international events, while the other 
will service patrons for everyday use, 
Speedsportz President and co-owner 
Alan Rudolph said. 

“Most of the public doesn’t know 

DEVELOPMENT

59

242

Map not to scale

 Grand Texas Theme Park

 Big Rivers water park

 Speedsportz Racing Park

 Grand Texas Sportsplex

 Grand Texas RV Park

 Grove Factory outlet mall

 Gator Bayou Adventure Park

 Additional property

Grand Texas races to Montgomery County

Source: Grand Texas/Community Impact Newspaper

The new amusement park will provide a variety of amenities.

about [kart racing] yet,” Rudolph 
said. “This is going to be new for 
everyone. It’s a really good experi-
ence. The great thing about [Grand 
Texas] is location. … I’ve been 
racing my whole life, and there’s no 
other racing facility that’s within 15 
minutes of an international airport.”   

In addition, Grand Texas will 
feature a factory outlet mall, a 
sportsplex that includes 10 multiuse 
sports fields, four hotels and 450,000 
square feet of retail and dining in 
the Downtown Texas section upon 
completion. 

Galland said he believes Grand Texas 
will be the entertainment component 
that is missing in north Houston.

“Of the top 10 tourist attractions 
in Houston, nine of them are located 
south of the I-10 freeway,” he said. 
“Although the majority of the popu-
lation lives south of the I-10 freeway, 
the growth in development and 
families moving in is to the north. 
We live in a great area, and the one 
glaring absence is large-scale enter-
tainment like Grand Texas. We want 
stuff for our families. That’s kind of 
how we got on this journey.” 

30

DINING EVOLUTION
CURRENT  Restaurant and Bar 
located in the hip and trendy  
Waterway Square District invites 
you to taste our New Summer menu.

As our special gift to you, buy one 
entrée on the lunch menu and 

receive the second entrée 
compliments of 

CURRENT

2 Waterway Square Place,
The Woodlands, TX 77380

 
832-839-5436

www.currentthewoodlands.com
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Crossroads Square at 
Creekside Park to offer 
new dining, retail options
By Marie Leonard

Crossroads Square at 
Creekside Park, a new 4-acre 
lifestyle center, is nearing 
completion at the intersec-
tion of Kuykendahl Road and 
Creekside Forest Drive. 

Lake Investment Group,  
a real estate development and 
investment company head-
quartered in The Woodlands, 
is developing the project 
which is 80 percent leased. The 
30,000-square-foot develop-
ment is just north of the new 
Creekside Park Village Center. 

Confirmed tenants include  
a CHI St. Luke’s Health pri-
mary care facility, Coffeeshop 
Company, Fuddruckers, MW 
Cleaners, The Refuge Bar & 
Bistro and Twin Liquors. The 
tenants, which were hand-
picked by Lake Investment 

Group, are expected to open 
by mid-fall. 

The development fea-
tures five buildings and was 
designed to provide a diverse 
selection of restaurants and 
convenient services to resi-
dents of The Woodlands and 
surrounding communities. 

“Crossroads Square has 
excellent access and includes 
multiple points of entry from 
its four bordering streets,” said 
George Lake, founder of Lake 
Investment Group. “The proj-
ect has been designed to serve 
not only Creekside Park, but 
also the entire west side of The 
Woodlands as well as the large 
population that resides both 
south and west of us.” 

The site will also feature 
a pedestrian-friendly cen-
tral piazza, valet service 

DEVELOPMENT

Crossroads Square at Creekside Park will feature a central piazza, valet service and several new restaurants. 
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and covered walkways. The 
restaurants are also situated 
in the piazza and will feature 
covered, outside dining areas. 

Lake said The Woodlands 
Development Company will 
handle the landscaping for the 
site from the street curb  
to the property line. Plans 
include the addition of mis-
canthus grass and trees. 

With the opening of the 
Creekside H-E-B, Village 
Green retail and surrounding 
schools in Creekside Park, the 
location has become much 
more vibrant, Lake said. 

“We believe that people in 
the surrounding areas are 
ready to experience what 
Crossroads Square has to 
offer,” he said. 

Creekside Forest Dr.

Kuykendahl Rd.

Kuykendahl Rd.

From downtown Houston, take I-45 
North. Exit Highway 242 and turn right. 
Turn right on Harper’s Trace into 
East Village. 

New Homes from the $260s to $600s  | Patio Home Section Now Open with homes by Chesmar and Plantation
Model Homes Open Daily Highland Homes, Plantation Homes, Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, Gehan Homes, 
J. Patrick Homes, Drees Custom Homes HarpersPreserve.com

EIGHT Model Homes Now 
Open Daily in East Village!

- Highly-acclaimed Conroe ISD Schools
- Easy and quick access to I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road
- Recreation Center with a community pool and pool barn, walking trails,  
   playground, fire pit, bowling and bocce ball greens and horseshoe pits
 

Visit Today:
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CALL NOW

844.321.LAND

Where Your Backyard is the Great Outdoors
Save Up To 20% 

Off Opening Prices
Buy Now Build Later

LongmireEstates.com

Section II 
Preview

Acreage Homesites
Build on Your Lot

Excellent Lake Conroe 
Area Schools

A Signorelli Community
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SJRA to raise fees in September
By Abigail Loop

The San Jacinto River Authority will 
increase fees by 7 percent for Ground-
water Reduction Plan members starting 
Sept. 1. The increase is a result of the 
approval of a rate increase by the SJRA 
board of directors and a GRP review 
committee in June.

GRP Division Manager Mark Smith 
said the GRP, which includes residents 
of The Woodlands, was created by 
the SJRA to use Lake Conroe water to 
provide surface water to residents in an 
effort to reduce groundwater usage. The 
plan came about in 2009 after the Lone 
Star Groundwater Conservation District 
mandated all large utility groups in 
Montgomery County reduce groundwa-
ter pumpage to 70 percent of what the 
county was pumping that year.

“We’ve been charging pumping fees 
since 2010, and that money is used for 
the water treatment plant to offset the 
water being used,” Smith said. “How-
ever, issues have caused the need for an 
increase [in rates.] Our projected water 
demands—water we thought would be 
used—has been less than reality and 
what we projected.”

As a result, the rate for groundwater 
will go from $2.32 per 1,000 gallons 
to $2.50 per 1,000 gallons. The surface 
water rate will go from $2.51 to $2.69 
per 1,000 gallons. 

“As a result of revenue [from rates] 
being less than expected, we’ve had to 
use reserve funds to pay for our opera-
tions,” Smith said. “We needed to raise 
rates and meet obligations.”

Jim Stinson, general manager of 
The Woodlands Joint Powers Agency, 
which oversees the municipal utility 
districts that provide water to residents 
in The Woodlands, said it is unlikely 
water rates will decline in the future. 
However, he said the WJPA will oversee 
how MUDs in the area handle the rate 
increase and work to see if something 
can be done to absorb or adjust the tax 
rate. 

“Conroe and The Woodlands are the 
[SJRA’s] biggest customers,” Smith said. 
“We’ll review rates annually and make 
a determination at that time whether to 
decrease or increase rates. As of right 
now, we presume there to be a 3 percent 
increase every year. But if it’s not neces-
sary then we won’t do it.”

ENVIRONMENT

Source: San Jacinto River Authority/Community Impact Newspaper

SJRA’s Groundwater Reduction Plan is responsible for implementing a program for municipalities and 
utility providers in the county that will meet the requirements of the Lone Star Groundwater Conser-
vation District. The SJRA GRP uses alternative water strategies that include conservation, reuse of 
treated wastewater, groundwater from all Gulf Coast aquifers and surface water from Lake Conroe.
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These are examples of approximate estimations of a 7 percent increase in water bills  
that will begin starting Sept. 1:

Bill amount today: 

$40
New rate on Sept. 1:  

$42.80

Bill amount today: 

$50
New rate on Sept. 1:  

$53.50

Bill amount today: 

$60
New rate on Sept. 1:  

$64.20
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LARRY W. BURGESS, DDS
...Where Smiles Are Contagious!

It PAYS to bank with Benchmark

$500

When you 
open a new 

consumer account 
with Benchmark Bank 

you are eligible to receive

Maximum per household address

$100
For each

 ACH Credit
(Payroll Direct 

Deposit)

$50
For each

 ACH Debit 
(Recurring 
Payments)

Incentive will be payable in a Visa® Gift Card. Visit or call Benchmark Bank for complete details.

For more information
call 832.381.1030

2501 Research Forest Dr. Ste. A, The Woodlands, TX 77381
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No business-related sounds shall be audible outside the dwelling.

The number of clients hosted by the home business should not exceed the rate of two per hour and 
should only occur between 7 a.m.-10 p.m.

A property requires sidewalks when converted to a business. 

A property requires landscaping when converted to a business.

A property requires buffering from property owners behind it when converted to a business.

A property requires rear yard, or open space, equal to 30 percent depth of the lot.

Discussions to continue regarding 
Robinson Road rezoning petition
By Abigail Loop

During an Aug. 1 Oak Ridge North 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
meeting, city officials and Robinson 
Road residents discussed the process 
of rezoning homes on the street from a 
residential to commercial usage.

“We’ve gotten a petition from the 
majority of property owners on Rob-
inson Road to rezone properties to 
commercial zoning,” city attorney Chris 
Nichols said. “This is no different proce-
dure from any other rezoning; we need 
to go through all the same requirements 
and meetings. We also need to discuss 
what commercial uses should be.”

Fifteen properties west of Blueberry 
Hill Drive on Robinson Road are listed 
on the petition that requests another 
zoning classification to allow for com-
mercial uses. Nichols said the issue will 
take several meetings, along with public 
hearings, reports made to the City 
Council and notification to property 
owners within 200 feet of properties that 
may be rezoned.

Residents at the meeting were also 
given a list of examples and possible 
guidelines of Robinson Road rezoning 
issues and housing uses. City Manager 
Vicky Rudy said the zoning ideas are in 
no way a proposal and are just exam-
ples of what exists in other places.

Some of the examples listed for possi-
ble zoning rules are that no business-re-
lated sounds should be audible from the 
dwelling; only low-impact businesses 

are allowed, such as professional ser-
vices and office services, and there are 
required sidewalks and landscaping for 
homes that are converted to a business.

“These are examples of possible 
zoning ideas meant as a conversation 
starter,” Rudy said. “It’s a worksheet, and 
it’s what exists out there in other places.”

Residents at the meeting made it clear 
to the P&Z department members that 
they want the proposed zoning change 
to have the option of selling their homes 
in the future as part of commercial 
zoning, or to convert their homes into 
a business as part of the commercial 
zoning. If the commercial zoning 
request goes through, homes will be 
transformed to businesses rather than 
strip centers.

Oak Ridge North resident Al Over-
street said homes would be hard to sell 
as part of residential zoning because of 
the proposed construction to alleviate 
traffic on Robinson Road.

“Our intention is to not just take a 
fortune and up and leave,” Overstreet 
said. “Most of us are going to stay there. 
This is only giving us an option to sell 
our home in case.”

Cleo Tarver, chairman of the planning 
and zoning commission, told residents 
at the meeting the commission will 
continue to consider their request. The 
petition for rezoning will be a continu-
ous agenda item at future P&Z depar-
ment meetings.

CITY

CHANGING HOMES TO 
COMMERCIAL ZONING:
Oak Ridge North residents were given a list of possible Robinson Road zoning ideas to be used as guidelines for 
the future. City officials said the possible ideas can be changed and altered if the rezoning is approved. 

Source: Oak Ridge North/Community Impact Newspaper

Low-impact business allowed:  
professional services, such as architect or law 
offices, office services, real estate offices, insur-
ance offices, individual instruction, sewing and 
embroidery, low-impact retail for the fine arts

Uses not permitted: 
retail or wholesale selling, clinic, hospital, 
barber shop, beauty parlor, funeral home, 
restaurant, catering service, motel, ken-
nels, animal hospital, public storage facility

The MEADOWS 
at IMPERIAL OAKS

Homes from the $200s - $600s
TheMeadowsAtImperialOaks.com

*Pricing subject to change without notice.

Tucked into the beautiful master-planned community of 

Imperial Oaks are 400 acres of naturally wooded splendor – The 

Meadows at Imperial Oaks. Greenbelts and waterways define 

this community of 1,200 quality homes from highly regarded 

builders. A recreation center overlooking a 17-acre lake features a 

clubhouse, pool, splash pad, pavilion and playground – the perfect 

gathering spot for residents. Additionally, a convenient location 

just a few miles east of I-45 and five miles from ExxonMobil 

completes this distinctive community.

Space to Roam, 
Grow, and Prosper.

5 MODELS OPEn daily!



The Woodlands Edition • August 2016 35

Conroe airport customs facility to 
encourage international business
By Hannah Zedaker

After a decade of research and 
preparation, the Conroe-North 
Houston Regional Airport will open 
its first customs facility Sept. 12. 

As it stands, pilots who fly inter-
nationally into the local airport 
today have to stop at another airport 
beforehand to clear customs, Airport 
Director Scott Smith said. The new 
facility will benefit both pilots and 
the community as it is expected to 
encourage international business 
within Montgomery County.

“[The customs facility] will open 
up the north side of the Houston 
metroplex here for business, cor-
porate and general aviation to fly 
in directly here and clear customs 
rather than having to stop some-
where else and then fly here,” Smith 
said. “So it really will save time and 
money and will attract more business 
aviation because of the ability to clear 
customs here. It’s convenience and 
a service, but it’s also an economic 
development tool.” 

Smith said the idea of building a 
local customs facility was first intro-
duced in 2006. Following a research 
period, Smith hired a consultant in 
2013 to conduct a study on the viabil-
ity of the airport becoming a user-fee 
customs location. 

“It brings more business to the 
community,” Smith said. “Whether 
it’s people dropping in to conduct 
business here and then leaving on 
their way, or people who are look-
ing to relocate their companies, 
they’re looking for opportunities and 
generally having a viable airport is a 
requirement. So having customs for 

those who do international business 
is a real plus.” 

Smith said the direct economic 
benefit of the airport on the commu-
nity is roughly $35 million per year 
and with the addition of the customs 
facility, that amount is only expected 
to increase. 

The Woodlands Area Economic 
Development Partnership contrib-
uted $50,000 toward the construction 
of the customs facility’s information 
technology infrastructure. 

CEO Gil Staley said the customs 
facility will not only serve as a time-
saver for users but will also help keep 
Montgomery County competitive 
with areas, such as Sugar Land and 
Dallas-Fort Worth, that already have 
local airports with customs facilities. 

“At Economic Development, we’re 
about job creation and capital invest-
ment, and we do that by recruiting 
companies and also by helping com-
panies stay here and grow,” Staley said. 
“On the recruitment side, [the customs 
facility] gives us another tool in our 
toolbox. We want to be competitive, 
so we think this is a great asset to our 
ability to recruit companies.” 

In addition to the new customs 
facility, the airport also plans to add 
two more 20,000-square-foot han-
gars—or aircraft storage and service 
areas—to the location by spring 2017. 
Smith said the airport has tripled its 
hangar space over the past six years 
and has 733,000 square feet of space 
designated for aircraft storage and 
service. The two additional hangars 
will bring the total number of aircraft 
spaces at the airport to 216. 

“We plan to have the parking areas 

DEVELOPMENT

for aircraft to go in front of hangars 
completed before the Super Bowl 
because we’re anticipating having 
to park quite a number of corporate 
and business aircraft that weekend, 
so we’re going to want more space for 
that,” Smith said, referring to the 2017 
NFL championship game set to be 
played at NRG Stadium in February. 

After these two projects are 
completed, Smith said the airport 
will focus on taxiway construction, 
pavement rehabilitation and capital 
development of the airfield over the 
next several years. 

Smith said he is confident these 
improvements will be vital to 
strengthening the overall economy of 
Montgomery County. 

“I can’t stress enough that it’s an 
economic development tool, and 
that the planning horizon from a 
benefit perspective is really a 10-year 
planning horizon; this is not like an 
overnight analysis on benefit cost,” 
he said. “This is a long-term eco-
nomic development tool, and it is an 
additional service that the airport 
can offer to meet the existing and 
coming aviation demand.” 

The airport has tripled its hangar space over the past six years and has  

733,000  
square feet  

of space designated for aircraft storage and service. 

Conroe  airport 

taking  off
Formerly known as Lone Star Executive Airport,  

Conroe-North Houston Regional Airport first opened in 1939.

The airport has 

62,000
takeoffs and landings

every year

In addition to the new customs facility,  
the airport also plans to add  

two more  

20,000 
square-foot hangars

300
aircraft

The airport houses

which includes

and

32
jets

24
helicopters

The two additional hangars will bring the total number 
of spaces at the airport to 216.

Conroe-North Houston Regional 
Airport 
10260 Carl Pickering Memorial Drive, 
Conroe 
936-788-8311 
www.lonestarairport.org 
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A home equity loan that 
fits your needs.

$100 off closing costs 

- Low market rates 
- Online application 
- Quick closing and funding 

Visit us at www.eccu.net or at 24396 I 45 N 
for more info.

Minimum of 20% equity required, 
and financing of at least $10,000 
for any home equity loan. Federally Insured by NCUA

NCUA

Source: Conroe-North Houston Regional Airport/Community Impact Newspaper
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COUNTY

County officials release new proposal for vacant Astrodome space
By Julie Butterfield

Harris County Commissioners 
Court announced a $105 million 
repurposing plan for the Houston 
Astrodome at its June 28 meeting. 
The proposed Astrodome Revitaliza-
tion Project would turn the building 
from a storage facility to a venue for 
Houston events.

The 51-year-old structure could 
house a parking garage and 9 acres of 
open space to accommodate events 
and leases.

“It’s a fully paid asset that belongs 
to Harris County, and we need to put 
it to use,” Harris County Judge Ed 
Emmett said.

The repurposing plan includes 
raising the floor of the Astrodome to 
ground level and constructing a sub-
terranean parking garage that will 
accommodate 1,400 vehicles. While 
details are still being ironed out 
about the parking facility, Emmett 
suggested patrons attending events 
at the adjacent NRG Stadium could 
have access to the parking garage as 
well. 

Events the Astrodome might 

accommodate include conferences 
and annual festivals, Emmett said.

“The livestock and rodeo show 
could use 9 acres of climate-con-
trolled covered space for their food 
court,” he said. 

Revenue for the building could 
come from such sources as the park-
ing garage and leasing fees, Emmett 
said. There will be no property tax 
increase involved in the repurposing 
of the structure. 

“It’s a historic building and icon of 
our community, so we need to keep 
it for that, but it only makes sense if 
you realize that it’s fully paid for and 

in sound condition,” he said.
In order to move forward with the 

project, the county must first present 
its plan to the Texas Historical Com-
mission.

“Hopefully by September, Harris 
County Commissioners Court will 
vote to include this in next year’s 
budget, and by then the finance 
department will come up with a 
plan on how they will pay for this,” 

Emmett said.
Emmett said when he hears people 

talk about tearing the Astrodome 
down, he questions why the county 
would spend tens of millions of dol-
lars to destroy an asset that could be 
turned into usable space.

“That just doesn’t make any sense 
to take a perfectly good historic 
building and destroy it for no  
reason,” he said.

THE

ASTRODOME
PROPOSAL PLAN

The Houston Astrodome proposal 
could include two levels of parking, 
with room for 700 cars on each level. 
The proposal includes 9 acres that 
could be used for events and office 
space. 

Raising the park  
to ground level

9 acres of climate- 
controlled space 
for events

Parking for
1,400 cars

Source: Harris County/Community Impact Newspaper

“It’s a fully 
paid asset that 
belongs to Harris 
County, and we 
need to put it to 
use.”

—Harris County Judge Ed Emmett
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The Woodlands nears completion 
of bike, pedestrian master plan
By Marie Leonard

Residents will have a chance to 
weigh in on a draft of The Woodlands 
Township’s bike and pedestrian mas-
ter plan during a two-week comment 
period in September. 

After nearly a year of work on the 
project, representatives with engineer-
ing firm Jones and Carter presented 
the initial draft plan to the township’s 
board of directors July 21. 

The plan is the first of its kind for 
the township and identifies project 
and program recommendations to be 
carried out over the next 20 years total-
ing approximately $52 million. It also 
recommends more than 20 short-term 
projects that amount to $8 million.  

Jones and Carter project manager 
Chelsea Young described five fast-
track projects included in the plan 
that address safety or connectivity 
issues and total about $1.4 million. 
Township staff was directed to return 
in August with short-term project 
ideas for fiscal year 2016-17 budget 
discussions. Funding may also be 
available through grants.

One of the fast-track projects is the 
development of a bicycle lane along  
a 4-mile stretch of Lake Woodlands 
Drive from Lake Front Circle to 
Kuykendahl Road at a cost of $250,000. 

“As it is now, the shoulders [on Lake 
Woodlands Drive] are pretty decent, but 
there are those [curb extensions] that 
get in the way and don’t make it possible 
for someone to ride their bike without 
getting into lanes of traffic,” Young said. 

Other fast-track projects include a 
shopping center pathway gap on the 
southwest corner of Research Forest 
Drive and Kuykendahl Road; a school 
access gap along the south side of 

Research Forest Drive to access Powell 
Elementary School and The Woodlands 
High School; and side paths that lead  
to the Sterling Ridge Park & Ride. 

The most costly fast-track project 
would improve connectivity to and 
from Harper’s Landing. The $740,000 
project would provide a connection to 
the portion of The Woodlands that is 
located on the east side of I-45. 

Although the plan also includes long-
term recommendations, it only takes 
into account present-day traffic condi-
tions in The Woodlands, Young said. 

Township Director John McMullan 
said he has concerns regarding future 
traffic patterns in The Woodlands if 
roadways, such as Woodlands Park-
way and Branch Crossing Drive, are 
extended in the future. 

“[Those proposed road extensions] 
are going to drive more traffic into 
The Woodlands,” McMullan said. “If 
you drive more traffic into The Wood-
lands, then more traffic is going to be 
on some of the roads you’ve recom-
mended for bike lanes. In particular, 
I noticed Branch Crossing is recom-
mended for a bike lane.” 

Young said the plan uses a formula 
called the bicycle compatibility index, 
which helps determine which road-
ways could be more accommodating 
to a cyclist. 

“There are no bike lane recommen-
dations along Woodlands Parkway 
because we already know that’s a traffic 
nightmare, as well as other major thor-
oughfares,” she said. “The recommen-
dations we have here are for you guys 
to give a thumbs up or thumbs down.” 

After residents have had a chance to 
provide additional feedback, the plan 
will be up for approval this fall. 

TOWNSHIP FAST-TRACK  
BIKE, PEDESTRIAN PROJECTSBI

The draft of the bike and pedestrian master plan by Jones and Carter includes five fast-track proj-
ects that address safety and connectivity issues along the pathway system in The Woodlands. 

Sources: The Woodlands Township, Jones and Carter/Community Impact Newspaper

BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN  
MASTER PLAN COSTS

The bike and pedestrian master plan for The Woodlands recommends numerous projects meant to be 
taken on over the course of two decades. The projects are broken down into three types of facilities: 
shared use paths, side paths and bike lanes. 

SHARED USE 
PATH

SIDE  
PATH

BIKE  
LANE

SHORT-TERM $4.1 MILLION $1.9 MILLION $2.5 MILLION

MEDIUM-TERM $12.6 MILLION $235,239 $2.5 MILLION

LONG-TERM $15.6 MILLION $5.1 MILLION $8.2 MILLION
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CENTRAL BICYCLE LANE:  
Development of a bicycle lane 
along Lake Woodlands Drive 
from Lake Front Circle to 
Kuykendahl Road.
COST: $250,000

RETAIL ACCESS GAP:  
Development of a new pathway 
to provide direct access to 
retail on the southwest corner 
of Research Forest Drive and 
Kuykendahl Road.
COST: $66,600

SCHOOL ACCESS GAP:  
The plan adds a 0.61-mile 
side path along the south side 
of Research Forest Drive to 
provide safer access to Powell 
Elementary School and The 
Woodlands High School.
COST: $370,000

BARRIER ACCESS GAP:  
The plan recommends con-
necting Harper’s Landing to the 
west side of The Woodlands. 
COST: $740,000       

STERLING RIDGE PARK 
AND RIDE ACCESS GAP: 
The plan calls for side paths 
leading to the park and ride 
facility stemming from existing 
pathways. 
COST: $51,800
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SECOND SATURDAY DIVORCE WORKSHOP
Second Saturday Divorce Workshop provides unbiased 
information to help you understand your options and move 
forward with your life.  We believe the more information and 
support you have as you move forward  through this diffi cult 
process,  the more informed decisions you can make.

WHEN:
Saturday, September 10, 2016
WHERE:
Lone Star College – University Center at Montgomery
3200 College Park Drive, The Woodlands, TX  77384

INFORMATION.SUPPORT.HOPE
Explore the legal, fi nancial, psychological and social issues of divorce.

Discover community resources available to help you.
Talk with other persons experiencing similar life changes.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
AND A RESERVATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Kevin Pinkley, AIFA®,CDFA™,CIMA®
832-375-0900
Kevin.Pinkley@secondsaturdaywoodlands.com
www.SecondSaturdayWoodlands.com
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This is the second trip the dentists have made to this community to provide assistance; the first was in 2012. “All three of us 
are diplomates of the International Dental Implant Association and it was our pleasure to be able to bring our expertise to the 
Dominican Republic and help some people who are in great need,” said Diego Flores, DDS.

“We love going on these trips. It’s wonderful to be able to do this. And the work is just as fulfilling and rewarding to us as doctors as 
it is to the patients,” said Robert Turner, DDS. “I can’t wait to return again next year.”

The people served on this mission trip are not able to afford the type of dental work they 
are receiving, and it’s a credit to Dr. Garg and his foundation for putting these trips together 
and gathering some of the best dental implant surgeons in the country to give their time 
and expertise to the cause.

“It’s a wonderful feeling to help the good people of the Dominican Republic get their smiles 
back, gain some confidence and ultimately give them the opportunity to improve their careers 
and their life,” said Josh Gosnell, DDS. “It’s truly a blessing to be involved in this mission.”

 
To learn more about these mission trips and the impact they have in the Dominican Republic, please visit 

http://www.implantseminars.com/Livepatient.html

Please see Special Offers on the website.

Drs. Gosnell, Turner and Flores spent five 
days in the Dominican Republic as part of a 
mission trip organized by Implant Seminars 
and Dr. Arun Garg from Miami Beach, Florida. 
This particular tour was a surgery-based trip 
where the dentists were able to perform 
many services, including helping people 
regain bone and place dental implants so 
these patients could eat and just function as 
normal human beings again.

Three dentists from America’s Family Dental completed a mission trip in the Dominican 
Republic where they were able to provide hands-on dental care to local residents in 
desperate need of their help.

Tomball
616 West Main Street

281.290.8000

Spring
1100 Rayford Road, Suite 100

281.602.8843

www.AmericasFamilyDental.com

America’s Family Dental Dentists Help Transform Lives 
in the Dominican Republic During Mission Trip

Josh W. Gosnell, DDS  •  Robert M. Turner, DDS  •  Diego Flores, DDS  •  Connor Kelley, DDS
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Magnolia    32411 FM 2978, Suite A   
281-298-5200    AnthologyLighting.com    
Follow us on Facebook  

84” Odyn

SUMMER LIVING SALE!
Celebrate summer with tremendous savings on all 

ceiling fans and outdoor lighting during our Summer Living Sale. 

TWO WAYS TO SAVE!
Take $75 Off Fan purchase over $399 and

Take $35 Off Outdoor Light purchase over $199
*Applies to in-store, in-stock fans and outdoor lights only. 

Excludes prior promotions, sale items as marked. Sale ends August 31st.

Montgomery County 
judge reinstated Aug. 2
By Jesse Mendoza

Montgomery County Judge Craig Doyal was 
reinstated into office Aug. 2 following a hearing 
with the State Commission on Judicial Conduct on 
July 26.

Doyal was suspended from office without pay 
by the commission June 28 following a grand jury  
indictment regarding a possible Texas Open Meet-
ings Act violation during negotiations with the 
Texas Patriots PAC for the Montgomery County 
road bond that was on the ballot last November.

Doyal remains suspended without pay from 
performing judicial functions but can continue 
performing administrative duties as Montgomery 
County judge, according to a revised suspension 
order issued by the commission Aug. 2. Precinct 2 
Commissioner Charlie Riley and Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Jim Clark, who were also indicted,  were 
not suspended because they do not fall under the 
commission’s jurisdiction, officials said. 

“I am excited and I appreciate the committee’s 
quick action,” Doyal said. “I look forward to get-
ting back to work for the citizens of this county. 
I also look forward to our day in court to get this 
issue resolved.”

Doyal, his lawyer Rusty Hardin and a handful of 

COUNTY

Montgomery County Judge Craig Doyal (center) was reinstated to office Aug. 2 after a month’s suspension by the State Commis-
sion on Judicial Conduct. Commissioners Jim Clark (second from left) and Charlie Riley (far right) were indicted on Texas Open 
Meetings Act violations but were not suspended from office. 
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local officials testified July 26 to the commission that 
Doyal should not be suspended by the commission 
because he only serves as the county’s CEO and does 
not perform judicial functions.

“Having considered the indictment, the testi-
mony of Judge Doyal and his witnesses, and the 
argument of Judge Doyal’s counsel, the commis-
sion determined that Judge Doyal has met his bur-
den,” the commission said in the suspension order.

The commission’s decision does not affect the 
outcome of the TOMA violation case, which is 
considered a Class B misdemeanor. 

Doyal, Riley and Clark were indicted by a Mont-
gomery County grand jury June 24. Political con-
sultant Marc Davenport, who previously worked 
on campaigns for Doyal and Riley, was indicted as 
well. 

A TOMA violation is designated as a Class 
B misdemeanor, which is punishable by one to 
six months in jail, a fine of up to $500, or both, 
according to the Office of Attorney General’s web-
site. The arraignment hearings for Clark, Riley and 
Davenport, have been rescheduled for the second 
time. A new date has not been determined.

      Register Now              Tomorrow Starts Today      StartCloseGoFar.com              Register Now
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®

®heritagetexas.com

VINTAGE PARK n 281.440.1221

THE WOODLANDS n 936.447.9625

OUR MOST IMPORTANT CLIENT IS YOU.

Whether buying or selling, we treat every client like our only client.

Wherever life takes you, ask us for the world.

AUGUSTA PINES
6611 E. AUGUSTA PINES PKWY E.  |  $1,085,000

THE WOODLANDS
15 FREESTONE PL.  |  $820,000

THE WOODLANDS
15 SPOTTED FAWN CT.  |  $399,999

THE WOODLANDS
23 FELICITY TRACE PL.  |  $600,000

THE WOODLANDS
11 HERON HOLLOW CT.  |  $329,900

STAGECOACH
16107 WAGON WHEEL  |  $395,500

THE WOODLANDS
14 PRAIRIE FALCON PL.  |  $392,000

THE WOODLANDS
10 SATINLEAF  |  $585,000
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CITY & COUNTY
News from The Woodlands Township and Montgomery County Compiled by Marie Leonard

Township approves new Woodlands 
Marathon three-year agreement

The Woodlands Township to consider joint 
traffic analysis study with county

THE WOODLANDS  
The Woodlands Township has 
approved a new host venue sponsor-
ship agreement with The Woodlands 
Marathon to keep the race in the 
community through 2019. 

Approved July 27, the new agree-
ment gives the township sole author-
ity regarding approval of the race 
routes and schedules.

The original agreement was estab-
lished in 2011 and ended this spring 
after five years. The annual race 
brings 25,000 athletes and visitors 

THE WOODLANDS  
The Woodlands Township will con-
sider partnering with Montgomery 
County Precinct 3 to conduct a traffic 
study to look at the effects of upcom-
ing road projects on The Woodlands. 

“The purpose is to look at proposed 
road expansions in the western part of 
The Woodlands: Gosling, Kuykendahl 
[roads], FM 2978 and now Research 
Forest [Drive],” township Director 
Mike Bass said. “What is going to be 
the impact of that traffic? More impor-
tantly, one of the things that none 

of the studies has done is an origin 
destination analysis.” 

Bass said both Precinct 3 and The 
Woodlands Road Utility District No. 
1 have expressed interest in partici-
pating in the study.

“There’s not an agreed-to scope 
of the study except that we ought 
to know more about the impact of 
these road expansions in the next 
five years,” Bass said. “This is just to 
define the scope of the project and 
determine if we want to spend the 
money.” 

The Woodlands Township
Typically meets the fourth Wednesday  
of the month at 6 p.m. and third Thursday 
of the month at 10 a.m.

2801 Technology Forest Blvd. 
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

Meeting dates: Aug. 18, 24  

Montgomery County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9:30 a.m. the second and fourth 
Tuesday of every month.

501 N. Thompson St., Conroe 
www.mctx.org 

Meeting dates: Aug. 23, 31, Sept. 6, 13 

Oak Ridge North City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth 
Monday of every month.

27424 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge North 
www.oakridgenorth.com 

Meeting dates: Aug. 22, Sept. 12

 

Shenandoah City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth 
Wednesday of every month.

29955 I-45 N., Shenandoah 
www.shenandoahtx.us

Meeting dates: Aug. 24, Sept. 14 

Meetings

to The Woodlands each year and 
has become a qualifying race for the 
Boston Marathon, according to the 
township. 
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The Woodlands Marathon will remain in the 
community through 2019.

Picture Yourself 

WITHOUT 

713-679-1588

STRESS, HORMONES & HEALTH

Anchor
Wellness Center

BELLY FAT 3 FREE 
SEMINARS

August 23 & 30
& September 13th
6:30 pm at Crisp Restaurant

2520 Research Forest Dr.
Spring, TX 77381

FREE GOURMET DINNER 
included

Please RSVP to 
713-679-1588
Limited Seating available

THE TRUE CAUSE OF BELLY FAT
Yes, this is for men too!
Learn how hormone imbalances - male or female - can distort your midsection into a 
large belly and prevent weight loss despite dieting and exercise.
Learn how hormone imbalances can affect your sleep cycles, carbohydrate cravings, 
and fat burning.
Learn why “counting calories” doesn’t work for belly fat.
Learn the biggest mistake that people make with exercise that prevents weight loss.
Learn what really works for safe, healthful, permanent loss of belly fat and bulges!

Wellness Expert
and Mentor

www.anchorwellnesscenter.com

Estrogen    Adrenal    Thyroid        Liver

Which Body Type Are You?

4810 W. Panther Creek Dr., Ste. 103
The Woodlands, Texas 77381

Dr. Minni Malhotra,
MD, FAARM
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2016 REAL ESTATE GUIDE
According to data provided by the Houston Association of Realtors, home prices in The Woodlands area are 
increasing year after year although inventory in the area is on the rise. These graphics look at several real 
estate trends in the 77380, 77381, 77382, 77384, 77386, 77389 ZIP code areas.

MARKET 
TRENDS

THE
WOODLANDS

AVERAGE MEDIAN SALE PRICE

AVERAGE MONTHS OF INVENTORY* PRICE DISTRIBUTION OF HOMES IN 2015
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21.76%

12.76%

21.07%

$200,000-$299,999

$400,000-$499,999

12.70%
$1 MILLION>

8.25%
$500,000-$599,999

6.07%
$600,000-$699,999

5.75%
<$199,999

5.38%
$700,000-$799,999

3.88%
$800,000-$899,999

2.38%
$900,000-$999,999

$300,000-$399,999

*Number of months it would take for all 
current homes on the market to sell.

1.2

2.7

4.3
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Source: Houston Association of Realtors’ Multiple Listing Service/Community Impact Newspaper

25 WATERWAY AVE •832.585.0794 • WWW.MORTONSGRILLE.COM

WE’RE IN A  
SUMMER STATE OF MIND

YOUR CHOICE OF SELECT APPETIZER, ENTREE & DESSERT

3-COURSE MENU $30
(exclusive of tax & gratuity)

JOIN US AUGUST 1-31 FOR OUR EXCLUSIVE $15 BURGER & BEER PAIRING!

OFFER VALID NOW – AUGUST 18. RESTRICTIONS APPLY.
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on market in The Woodlands; this year, 
that timeframe has jumped to 58 days, 
according to the Houston Association of 
Realtors. 

Between June 2015 and June 2016, 
the median sale price of homes in the 
77382 ZIP code dropped 33 percent, 
while homes in the 77381 ZIP code 
dropped 22 percent, according to Her-
itage Texas Properties. 

“We definitely saw an appreciation 
in sales prices during the ExxonMo-
bil move,” said Christine Hale, Real-
tor with RE/MAX-The Woodlands 
& Spring. “Since that time, the prices 
on homes have leveled out and as the 
inventory of homes has increased, we 
have seen prices in some cases, begin to 
decrease.” 

Oil, gas and health care 
Fullerton, a longtime resident of 

The Woodlands, has worked in the 
local real estate industry for nearly 
four decades. As the incoming chair-
woman-elect of the Texas Association 
of Realtors and former HAR chair-
woman, Fullerton said she has seen the 
housing market in The Woodlands go 
through many ups and downs. 

“If anybody says that the oil and gas 
industry hasn’t impacted The Wood-
lands housing market, they’re being 
less than honest,” she said. “Our high-
end homes are moving slower because 
we’ve had some executives who have 
lost their jobs. Yes, we’ve seen an 
impact, but there are other fields like 
health care that are moving in and 
absorbing it.”

In The Woodlands, entry-level 
homes priced at $300,000 and below 
are in short supply and high demand, 
making that price range a seller’s mar-
ket, Fullerton said. On the other end of 
the spectrum, a large inventory of high-
end homes priced $500,000 and above 
are available but in low demand, put-
ting that price range on the buyer’s side. 

Local Realtors agreed the housing 
market split is due largely to uncer-
tainty in job security. 

“The midlevel executives are the 
ones typically buying houses in 
the $300,000-$500,000 range, and 
those have really slowed down as 
well as high-end homes,” said Amy 
Smythe-Harris, broker and owner of 
Urban Provision Realtors. “I think that 
will pick back up at the end of the year, 
but right now a lot of those midlevel 
executives are not sure if they’re going 
to have jobs in oil and gas.” 

Bob Kulpinski, vice president of sales 

and marketing for Darling Homes, said 
as a result of the lack of resale inventory 
in The Woodlands, new home sales in 
Creekside Park are thriving. 

“We are pretty much on pace with 
the same unit count that we had in 
2015 year-to-date for Darling Homes,” 
Kulpinksi said. “We are on track to be 
the No. 1 builder in The Woodlands 
for the third straight year, so we’re very 
happy about that. In general, things 
slowed down in the beginning of the 
year, but things have started to pick up 
now with some of the new hospitals 
opening up.” 

Industry trends
As the seventh-fastest growing 

county in the nation, Montgomery 
County has become an attractive 
location for baby boomers, ages 55 
and older, as well as millennials, ages 
18-34, Fullerton said. Between the 
baby boomers, who are most often 
in the process of downsizing, and the 
millennials, who are just starting their 
families, these two groups are also 
contributing to the high demand for 
smaller homes and the low demand for 
luxury homes. 

In addition, a surplus of homes for 
lease in The Woodlands is also affect-
ing the supply and demand disparity at 
both price points, Hale said. 

“We have not really seen more peo-
ple wanting to lease  homes  necessar-
ily, but what we have seen is a signif-
icant increase in [rental] homes on 
the  market,” Hale said. “Many sellers 
have opted to put their home on the 
market for sale or lease, and many 
investors who see our real estate mar-
ket as a  solid investment have pur-
chased homes. Because of this, we 
have a higher inventory of [rental] 
homes on the market, and as a conse-
quence, owners and investors have had 
to lower their monthly rental rates.” 

Luis and Vanessa Esparza, Realtors 
with Keller Williams in Conroe, said 
these trends are influencing the con-
struction of newer communities in 
the area for adults age 55 and older. 
The rapid growth is also causing traf-
fic congestion, making areas closer to 
I-45 more popular residential loca-
tions. 

“With the increase in population, 
traffic has become a big issue for com-
muters in and out of The Woodlands,” 
Luis Esparza said. “Villages that are 
closer to I-45, Waterway Square, The 
Woodlands Mall and Market Street are 
a plus for buyers since this location 
cuts their commuting time.”  

With the price of oil beginning to 
stabilize, local real estate agents predict 

the housing market will strengthen 
over the next few months as compa-
nies begin rehiring residents. 

“Overall, our area is doing very 
well,” Fullerton said. “It’s had better 
days, but it’s had far worse days as 
well. We’re a strong market and we’ll 
continue to be a strong market, but 

we have challenges just like any other 
areas do and that is dealing with all the 
growth and the challenges of the oil 
and gas downturn.”

REAL ESTATE TRENDS

HOUSING MARKET FACTORS:

MARKET MATTERS:

HOUSING MARKET TRENDS:

Starter homes in The Woodlands are in high demand with little inventory 
available while a surplus of luxury homes are in low demand. The oil and 
gas industry downturn is one of the main factors affecting this trend. 

Source: Houston Association of Realtors/Community Impact Newspaper

BUYER’S MARKET SELLER’S MARKETVS

 MORE SUPPLY  
(Houses for sale)  

THAN DEMAND  
(People wanting to buy houses)

 MORE DEMAND  
(People wanting to buy houses)

THAN SUPPLY  
(Houses for sale)

Sellers are more likely to accept a  

LOWER OFFER  
than the initial asking price due to a lack of offers

Sellers are able to 

INCREASE THE ASKING PRICE 
on the house due to multiple offers.

LESS COMPETITIVE MORE COMPETITIVE

 The new ExxonMobil 
campus increased sale 
prices of homes in The 
Woodlands that have 

since leveled out.

The Woodlands has 
seen a significant 
increase in rental 

homes, forcing owners 
and investors to lower 
monthly rental rates. 

 The oil and gas industry 
downturn has made buy-
ers and sellers more hes-
itant in the market due to 

job security concerns. 

There is a strong 
demand for entry-level 
housing (priced below 
$500,000), but a weak 

demand for luxury 
homes. 

Growth in the local health 
care industry has  

improved demand for 
homes in The Woodlands.

Buyers are seeking 
homes closer to I-45 

and local amenities to 
shorten their  
commutes. 

 The election cycle  
negatively effects the 

real estate market 
for a short time until 
voting season ends.

New home  
construction is  
booming on the  

FM 1488 corridor. 
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Over the past five years, single family months inventory in The Woodlands has decreased, while total property 
sales has increased. Between 2015-16, both of the factors have begun to level off. 
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T he Woodlands Preparatory 
School (WPS) achieves the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Continuum status, which will positively 
impact students from Pre-K through 
12th grade, preparing local students for 
International Success.

The  WPS has become the newest 
member of an ever-growing global com-
munity of over 
4000 schools 
offering the 
International 
Baccalaureate 
in 147 differ-
ent countries. 
The Wood-
lands Prepa-
ratory School 
is only the 
fourth school 
in Texas and 
theonly school 
in the Houston 
area to offer 
the IB contin-
uum program. 
Students will 
be able to 
take the Primary Years Program, Middle 
Years Program, and the Diploma Pro-
gram at the school, with the fi rst cohort 
commencing their studies on August 
15, 2016. The IB has a positive impact 
on students, schools and their wider 
communities with learning going well 
beyond the classroom. Students will 
experience service-learning projects, 
collaborate with museums, and explore 
cultures and traditions outside of the 
classroom. Its unique and innovative ap-
proach to learning means both students 
and teachers are genuinely engaged 
with the programs and benefi t from 
being a part of an unparalleled global 

network. 
Headmaster Daniel Fernandez from 

The Woodlands Prep says:
“We wanted to offer our students a 

more holistic education which will instill 
in them the skills, knowledge, and out-
look to succeed in the 21st century, both 
in their local community and in the wider 
world. At the same time, we wanted to 

give our teachers 
the opportunity 
to be a part of an 
international net-
work of experts 
leading the fi eld 
in education. We 
are delighted to 
offi cially become 
a Continuum IB 
World School and 
we look forward 
to reaping the 
many benefi ts of 
the program.”

The WPS is an IB 
World School with 
students from 
over 30 different 

countries.Class sizes are small, allowing 
students to form strong bonds with 
each other and to be fully engaged in 
learning.

Founded in 1968, the IB is a non-profi t 
foundation. For close to 50 years, IB 
programs have gained a reputation for 
their rigor and high academic standards, 
for preparing students for life in a glo-
balized 21st century, and for helping to 
develop citizens who will create a better, 
more peaceful world. 

Currently, more than 1.3 million IB 
students attend over 4,500 schools in 
147 countries. In the US there are 1,744 
IB schools.

281.516.0600 | www.woodlandsprep.org
27440 Kuykendahl Rd • Tomball, TX 77375

The Woodlands Preparatory School: 
Bringing an international education to The Woodlands, Texas.

Now Enrolling for 
2016-2017 school year

The WPS achieves The 
International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Continuum status, 
which will positively 
impact students from 
Pre-K through 12th grade, 
preparing local students for 
International Success.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Several new housing developments are coming 
to The Woodlands area, which are expected to 
bring hundreds of new residents and first-time 
homebuyers. 

Although seeking a lender is frequently the first 

step for potential homebuyers, it can often be intim-
idating for buyers who are new to the process, said 
Jason Rinn, owner and broker at Mortgage Outfitters 
in Magnolia. 

“The general consensus with people is that loans 

are hard to get or they’re afraid of being denied,” 
Rinn said. “But if you’re organized, you have the 
proper documentation and you’re dealing with a 
reputable company, loans are not as hard to get as 
different outlets would lead you to believe.”

types of loans
Traditional mortgage loans typically require an 
initial payment of up to 20 percent of the total 
home price. However, first-time homebuyers 
may qualify for special loans that permit lower 
credit scores and a lower upfront payment. 

First-time homebuyer conventional loan: 
The loan requires a 3 percent down payment 
and credit score of 620. Mortgage insurance 
fees are waived once a homebuyer builds 
enough home equity.  

Federal housing administration (FHA) loan:  
An FHA loan typically requires a 3.5 percent 
down payment and 580-640 minimum credit 
score. Mortgage insurance fees are required 
for the life of the loan.

What if I do not qualify?

For potential homebuyers who do not have a 
high enough credit score to qualify for either 
loan, Rinn recommends bolstering credit 
before applying for a loan, which can be done 
by reducing debt as well as paying household 
bills and credit cards bills on time. 
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Unexpected costs Credit Score
scale

Get documents  
together:  

Buyers will need a 
current driver’s license, 
Social Security card, tax 
returns, W-2 statements, 
bank account statements 

and payroll stubs.

Visit a lender:  
“The seller is not going 
to take you seriously if 
you haven’t talked to a 
lender and gotten that 

preapproval [for a home 
loan],” Rinn said.  

Determine how much 
you can afford:  

Rinn recommends 
using the 30 percent 

rule, meaning no more 
than about 30 percent 
of earnings should be 

used toward a mortgage 
payment.

Look online:  
Real estate websites, 

such as Trulia and Zillow, 
can help homebuyers 

browse potential  
neighborhoods, homes 

and price ranges.

Find a real estate agent:  
While searching online 

can help potential home-
buyers, a real estate 

agent will have a better 
understanding of which 

types of homes are 
available in a specific 

area, Rinn said. 

buying your first home

Rinn recommends having extra money to handle expenses that may not be  
associated with a down payment or closing costs on a home.

Appliances Lawn mower Fence Homeowners 
association fees

Window 
coverings 300

POOR EXCELLENT
850

Homebuying terms Home Tour
What to see, what to consider

Inspection:  
If possible, a potential homebuyer should be on-site for the home 
inspection to learn of any existing issues or future problems, such as 
a leaky plumbing system or an older roof. The inspection usually costs 
about $300-$500.

Escrow:  
The process in which a title company consolidates mortgage, property 
taxes and mortgage insurance (if using an FHA loan) together into one 
payment for the homebuyer. 

Closing costs:  
Such costs include lender fees, survey fees, appraisal fees and title compa-
ny fees. These costs are in addition to the total down payment of a home.

Appraisal:  
An appraiser determines the market value of a house based on the 
size and condition. This fee is usually included in closing costs and 
can range from $450-$550.

Home equity:  
This term refers to the appraised value of a home, minus any debts or 
mortgage balances.

Earnest money:  
Rinn refers to this as “good faith money.” Earnest money shows that 
a potential homebuyer is making a serious offer with an upfront cash 
deposit. This amount is a deposit toward closing costs or rolled into the 
total down payment for a home, he said. 

Source: Michael Scher with Austin Home Inspection Team/Community Impact NewspaperSource: Jason Rinn of Mortgage Outfitters/Community Impact Newspaper

Source: Jason Rinn with Mortgage Outfitters/Community Impact Newspaper

Roof
Consider having an inspec-
tion done that includes a 
walk over the roof. It is best 
to know if hail has damaged 
the roof and if any past 
problems have been fixed.

Exterior material
Materials, such as brick, stucco and stone, are durable and last a long time with little maintenance. 
Some siding materials like composition board must be properly painted and sealed or they are 
prone to water damage. 

Windows
Old single-pane 
windows allow heat to 
enter and escape the 
house. Foggy windows 
indicate the thermal 
seal has failed, and 
the windows no longer 
insulate properly. 

Foundation
Foundation problems can 
be the most expensive issue 
in a house. Look for cracks 
in exterior masonry and 
jagged indoor cracks around 
windows and doors.

Heating , ventilation and 
air conditioning (HVAC)
The heating and air conditioning units share some parts, 
including ducts. They are often replaced in tandem, even though 
heating units can often outlive air conditioners in Texas. 

Plumbing
The plumbing system includes the 
water heater, which can develop 
leaks. Check for a drain pan  
beneath the water heater that will 
safely carry away leaked water.

Compiled by Wendy Cawthon
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We specialize in
• COOLING • HEATING • PLUMBING • PAINTING

TIME FOR AN A/C TUNE UP?

$69 Tune-Up!
(Regular $89)LIMITED TIME ONLY!

WHY TUNE UP 
YOUR A/C?

PEACE OF MIND!

• SAVE ON UTILITIES
• SAVE ON REPAIRS

� x it Once. � x it Right. We Take Care of Your Air!

$25 OFF $25 OFF
Any Plumbing 

Service
Any A/C 
Service

Not valid with other o
 ers. 
With coupon only. Expires 9/7/16

Not valid with other o
 ers. 
With coupon only. Expires 9/7/16

281-751-6234
BradburyPlumbers.com

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

Over 30 years of Professional Service

Beauti� l � nish. Every � me.

$50 OFF
Any Painting 

Service
Not valid with other o
 ers. 

With coupon only. Expires 9/7/16

281-806-9900
BradburyPainting.com

“I taught my boys to take care of  their 
customers like they take care of their Mother!”
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THE WOODLANDS

Guide
SHORT-TERM RENTAL

Companies operating in Texas
Founded in San Francisco in 2008, Airbnb is a 
community marketplace for people to list, discover 
and book accommodations throughout the world 
online or through a mobile app. www.airbnb.com 

HomeAway is the world’s largest online marketplace 
for short-term vacation rentals, according to Public 
Relations Manager Adam Annen. The company 
was founded in Austin in 2005 and lists 1.2 million 
properties in 193 countries. The company also 
owns other vacation rental websites, such as VRBO.
com and VacationRentals.com, in the U.S. as well 
as several websites throughout the world. It also 
operates BedandBreakfast.com, which helps users 
find bed-and-breakfast properties.  
www.homeaway.com

Depending on where 
residents live in south 
Montgomery County, the 
area may have policies 
regarding the allowance 
of short-term rentals, or 
STRs. Before registering 
a home with STR listing 
companies like Airbnb, 
take a look at the specific 
regulations and then check 
out the list of companies 
that offer services for 
listing an STR or finding a 
vacation home in the area.

Regulations
STR definition: No 
definition exists in the city’s 
code of ordinances.

Policy: No policy exists 
in the city’s code of 
ordinances.

Violations: No policy 
exists in the city’s code of 
ordinances. 

STR definition: No 
definition exists in the 
county’s code of ordinances.

Policy: In this 
unincorporated area of south 
Montgomery County, there 
are no regulations for short-
term rental or lease prices. 

Violations: No policy exists 
in the county’s code  
of ordinances. 

STR definition: STRs are 
not allowed in the city. 

Policy: STRs do not meet 
home occupation criteria and 
are considered lodging. 

Violations: Making any 
dwelling in Oak Ridge North 
an STR violates the city’s 
zoning ordinance. Violators 
would face a $2,000-per-day 
fine. 

STR definition: STRs are 
not allowed in the township.

Policy: The Development 
Standards Committee is 
working on a policy that 
will clearly define what is 
and what is not allowed 
regarding STR agreements. 

Violations: Residents are 
sent a notice of violation. 
The offense is not fineable, 
however, the township will 
send out a cease and desist 
letter when necessary. 

The  Woodlands Oak Ridge North Shenandoah Spring

Compiled by Marie Albiges and Beth Marshall | Designed by Kristin Bruno

Austin-based Turnkey Vacation Rentals is a 
full-service property-management company that 
launched in fall 2013. The company handles all 
logistics and guest relations services for STR 
owners, from booking through websites such as 
Airbnb and HomeAway to providing housekeeping 
and emergency maintenance.  
www.turnkeyvr.com 

*This list is not comprehensive.

The newest STR agency to serve Austin, Oasis 
Collections is a full-service property-management 
company that aims to help travelers experience a 
city through the eyes of a resident. The company 
offers conciergelike services, including greeting 
guests at the door of the STR with the home’s keys, 
and providing special amenities, such as stocked 
refrigerators, gym memberships and access to 
private members’ clubs.  
www.oasiscollections.com

Although short-term rentals like Airbnb are not 
allowed in all municipalities in south Montgomery 
County, residents can use these services when 
traveling to other parts of Texas or the U.S.
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Dr. Joan Purcell and STEP Pediatrics, PA announce the addition 
of a new associate Krystal Wilson, MD to her practice.  

Dr. Wilson is now accepting appointments. 

www.steppediatrics.com - We accept BCBS, Aetna, Humana, United Healthcare, Cigna and other insurance

Call to schedule your appointment at

281-364-8600
8am-5pm M-F. All credit cards accepted.

4800 W Panther Creek, 
STE 100

The Woodlands, TX 77381
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while shopping at local stores for 
upcoming fall looks. 6-8 p.m. Free. 
Market Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive,  
The Woodlands. 281-419-4770.  
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com

19 Gorilla Hole
Children entering fifth, sixth and 

seventh grade celebrate the 20-year 
tradition of Gorilla Hole, hosted by The 
Woodlands Township Recreation Center. 
Children get the opportunity to make 
new friends while playing on inflatables 
and a foam pit during one of the facility’s 
oldest events. This month’s event theme 
is “Fun with Foam.” 7-9:45 p.m.  
$7 (per person), The Woodlands 
Township Recreation Center,  
5200 Research Forest Drive,  
The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

19 ‘Shake Your Summer Sillies 
Out!’

The Woodlands Children’s Museum 
celebrates the end of summer and 
helps children get in the school spirit 
with a day full of fun activities. The 
event includes games, art projects, 
entertainment, face painting, hula-
hoop dancing and a performance by 
Tom’s Fun Band. The event is free with 
museum admission. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $6 
(per person 1 year and older).  
The Woodlands Children’s Museum,  
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280, 
The Woodlands. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

20 Chairman’s Ball
The Woodlands Area Chamber 

of Commerce honors Chairman of the 
Board Keaton McDaniel at the annual 
fundraiser. This year’s theme is “Havana 
Nights: An Evening in the Islands.” The 
evening includes dinner, dancing and 
entertainment. Registration is required, 
and dress code is black-tie optional. 
6 p.m.-midnight. Price varies. The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins 

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel & Convention Center, 1601 
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
832-274-3944.  
www.woodlandsshows.com

16 and 23  
Stress, Hormones and Health 

seminar 
Participants receive a free dinner and 
learn from Dr. Minni Maholtra about how 
current medical practices are treating 
symptoms and not the root cause of 
health concerns. Patients who have 
diabetes, high blood pressure, or those 
who are unhappy with how they feel 
are welcome to attend. 6:30 p.m. Crisp, 
2520 Research Forest Drive,  
The Woodlands. 713-679-1588.  
www.anchorwellnesscenter.com 

14 Grogan’s Mill Village 
Association free pool day

Grogan’s Mill Village Association hosts a 
free swimming pool day for all Grogan’s 
Mill residents. Noon-5 p.m. Free. Sawmill 
Pool, 2200 Millpark Drive,  
The Woodlands. 281-210-3887.       
www.grogansmillvillage.com

17 Community Giving Day
Whole Foods Market hosts 

Community Giving Day during which 
5 percent of all sales are donated to 
benefit Children’s Safe Harbor. The 
organization is a children’s advocacy 
center, which works with children in 
Montgomery, San Jacinto and Walker 
counties who have been harmed by 
sexual and/or physical abuse. 7 a.m.- 
10 p.m. Free. Whole Foods Market,  
1925 Hughes Landing Blvd, Ste. 100, 
The Woodlands. 832-246-5600.  
www.childrenssafeharbor.org

17 Fashion blogger crawl
Market Street hosts 11 of the 

Greater Houston area’s most-followed 
fashion bloggers during the area’s 
inaugural blogger crawl. Guests receive 
fashion and styling tips from bloggers 

August

13 Family movie night
The Woodlands Township hosts 

a family-friendly screening of “Zootopia” 
at Creekside Park Village Green on 
the second Saturday of the month. 
Attendees can bring lawn chairs and 
blankets to the movie, but no glass is 
permitted. 8-10 p.m. Free. Creekside 
Park Village Green, 26400 Kuykendahl 
Road, The Woodlands. 281-210-3800. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

13 Children’s Museum 
Pokemon Day

The Woodlands Children’s Museum 
invites kids to “catch ‘em all” during 
a Pokemon-themed day. Activities 
include special appearances by 
prominent Pokemon characters, 
catching Pokemon around the 
museum with the “Pokemon Go” 
app and a craft activity during which 
children can design their own set of 
Pikachu ears. Children who dress up 
as their favorite Pokemon character 
save $2 on museum admission. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. $6 (per person), free 
(children 1 year old and younger). The 
Woodlands Children’s Museum, 4775 
W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280,  
The Woodlands. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

13 through 14  
Fall Home & Garden Show

The 14th annual show is a two-
day event full of unique indoor 
and outdoor furniture pieces for 
the home as well as a schedule 
packed with speakers, workshops, 
an appraisal comedy show and live 
cooking demonstrations. This year’s 
lineup features Plantersville-based 
Haggards Rustic Goods, which 
specializes in repurposing Texas barn 
wood into custom-built furniture.  
9 a.m.-7 p.m., $9 (per adult), $8 (per 
senior), free (children ages 12 and 
younger). 9 a.m.-7 p.m. (Aug. 13), 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. (Aug. 14).  

CALENDAR

Through Sept. 5 
 Houston Restaurant Weeks

Several area eateries in The 
Woodlands participate in the annual 
Houston Restaurant Weeks fundraiser, 
benefiting the Houston Food Bank. 
Patrons can buy a $20 brunch meal, $20 
lunch meal or $25, $35 or $45 dinner 
meal at participating restaurants, and a 
portion of their purchase is donated to 
the food bank. Some local participants 
include Amerigo’s Grille, Crisp, Hubbell & 
Hudson Bistro, Kona Grill, Local Pour and 
more. For a complete list of participating 
restaurants, visit  
www.houstonrestaurantweeks.com.
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3117 College Park Dr. Suite 230
The Woodlands, TX. 77384.

Located on 242, behind Panera Bread

Dental Implants
3-D Cone beam

state of the art technology

Dental & Periodontal Services

(936) 231-8937
www.specialistsimplantcenter.com

Virtual 3-D implant planning
provided by state of the art Cone Beam technology

Do not lose more teeth
Get your gums checked today

Specialists in Dental Implants and 
the treatment of gum disease.

Call Today!

PAYMENT PLANS 
NOW AVAILABLE

FREE 
3D CT SCAN 
With Dental Implants

(A $300 value)
Expires 9/7/16.



The Woodlands Edition • August 2016 49

Drive, The Woodlands. 281-367-5777.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

20 Boots vs. Badges 
softball game

As part of National Night Out, the 
Montgomery County sheriff’s office 
and The Woodlands Fire Department 
play against each other in the 
annual softball game. Residents 
are encouraged to attend the game 
to cheer on local law enforcement 
personnel and firefighters. 7-8:30 
p.m. Free. McCullough Junior High 
School, Scotland Yard, 3800 S. 
Panther Creek Drive,  
The Woodlands. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

20 Bombshell Car Exhibit
Southern Star Brewing 

Company and The Woodlands Car 
Club team up to host a charity event 
benefiting Montgomery County Youth 
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Compiled by Hannah Zedaker

Services. The event includes a car 
exhibit, silent auction, raffle, music, food 
and drinks. Noon-2 p.m. Donations are 
appreciated. Southern Star Brewing 
Company, 3525 N. Frazier St., Conroe. 
281-363-2977.  
www.southernstarbrewing.com

28 The Newcomers Club’s 
annual Welcome Social

The Newcomers Club of The 
Woodlands hosts its annual welcome 
social during which locals can join or 
renew their memberships with the club 
while enjoying complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres and beverages. Attendees 
have the opportunity to mingle with 

Worth the TRIP

friends and neighbors and speak 
with activity chairpersons about club 
groups and events. Reservations are 
not required. 4-6 p.m. The Woodlands 
United Methodist Church, 2200 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands.  
www.newcomersclubofthe 
woodlandstexas.org

September

03 through 4  
Labor Day weekend in The 

Woodlands
The Woodlands Township celebrates 
Labor Day weekend with live music, 

children’s activities, strolling entertainers 
and a firework display. 6-9 p.m. Free. 
Waterway Square, 31 Waterway Square 
Place, The Woodlands.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

04 Cars & Coffee for a Cause
The Woodlands Car Club 

hosts its monthly event benefiting 
Bikers Against Child Abuse. The 
nonprofit organization’s motto is, 
“Using our cars to give back to the 
community,” and it sponsors four 
different charities chosen by Market 
Street throughout the year. 8-11 a.m. 
Market Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive, 
The Woodlands. 281-363-2977.  
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com

Find more or submit  
The Woodlands events at  
communityimpact.com/wdl.

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by 
the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by

Tomball Texas Music 
Festival
The annual Tomball event 

features performances from Shay Domann, 
John Arthur Martinez, Darbi Shaun, Mike 
Amabile and Run Over Twice. The festival 
also includes food, vendors, and a kids 
zone. 11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Free (admission 
and parking). Tomball Historic Depot Plaza, 
201 S. Elm St., Tomball. 281-351-5484.  
www.tomballtx.gov
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The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

August 
 12 Hank Williams Jr.  
             & Chris Stapleton
 13 Disturbed & Breaking Benjamin
 14 Gwen Stefani

 20 Snoop Dogg & Wiz Khalifa 

 26 Slipknot 
 27 “Sound of Music” sing-a-long 
September
 02 “Music of the Rolling Stones” 
 05 Fifth Harmony 
 08 Goo Goo Dolls with  
              Collective Soul & Tribe Society 
 09 Brantley Gilbert with  
              Justin Moore & Colt Ford 
 16 “Hispanic Heritage Celebration” 
              with The Houston Symphony 
 18 5 Seconds of Summer 
 23 Ray Lamontagne 
 24 Alabama Shakes with  
              Corrine Bailey Rae
 25 Counting Crows & Rob Thomas 

Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands 
281-367-3774 • www.doseydoe.com

August 
 12 Michael Grimm 
 13 Big Bad Voodoo Daddy 
 19 The Pedrito Martinez Group 
 20 Pure Prairie League 
 21 Sawyer Fredericks 
 25 The Fixx
 26 Mark Chesnutt 
 27 “World Premier Tribute to Elvis” 
              featuring Kraig Parker 
 28 Lee Ann Womack 
September
 02 Tab Benoit 

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Hannah Zedaker

Dosey Doe Music Cafe

463 FM 1488, Conroe 
936-271-2171 • www.doseydoe.com

August 
 11 Slim Bawb & the Fabulous  
              Stump Grinders
 12 Mike Donnell Band
 13 Uncle Lucius
 14 MacKenzie Phillips
 17 Mark Jungers
 18 Kevin Langford 
 19 Chubby Knuckle Choir with  
              Zach Nytomt 
 20 Cody Jasper
 21 Gospel Night with Old Fashion 
              Sing 
 26 Brandon Rhyder
 27 Prophets & Outlaws 
 28 Chris Knight with Ward Davis 
 30 Jason Eady & Courtney Patton’s  
              Supper Club 
September
 01 Steve Everett 
 02 Tim Haperin 
 03 Rhett Butler 

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St., Tomball 
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

August  
 12 Moe Bandy 
 13 Abbey Rode & Already Gone 
 17 Will Hoge & Levi Parham
 18 Jim Curry 
 19 Hamilton Loomis
 20 James McMurtry 
 21 Raul Malo
 25 Walt Wilkins 
 26 Mike Zito
 27 Lorrie Morgan
September
 02 Billy Joe Shaver
 03 Schroomville
 07 American Aquarium 

GenuWine Tasting Room

6503 FM 1488, Magnolia 
832-934-2675  
www.mygenuwine.com

August  
 11 Morgan Wilson 
 12 Sean Harrold 
 13 Michael Martin 
 17 Duane Dulane 
 18 Brian Thomas 
 19 Zach Person 
 20 Sheri Lavo & Ain’t Nobody’s 
              Business 
 24 Kimberly Dawn 
 25 Keith Rea 

 27 Louis Lamb & The Gentle Lamb 
              Experience 
 31 Brian Turner 
September
 01 Bobby Martin 
 02 Artie V 
 03 Sam Jenkins

Rock the Row at Hughes Landing

Hughes Landing Blvd.,  
The Woodlands
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov  

August 
 11 Morgan McKay
 18 Yelba 
 25 The Guppies

Dierks Bentley
Following the May release of 
his album, “Black,” Grammy 

Award-nominated country singer Dierks 
Bentley brings his “Somewhere on a 
Beach” tour to the Pavilion stage. 7 p.m. 
$36-$159. The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-363-3300.  
www.woodlandscenter.org
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 19  Heart

 22  Def Leppard

 26  Hannah Smith
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DRINKS

By Abigail Loop

Horchata and 
Jamaica  
agua fresca
Hello Taco

ABE Famous 
Infused Mary
Another Broken  
Egg Cafe
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Aguas frescas are made fresh daily.

A nother Broken Egg Cafe is 
home to a variety of classic 
and distinctive breakfast and 

brunch cocktails that complement 
the extensive menu options offered at 
the cafe. 

One of the most popular and 
unique breakfast cocktails is the ABE 
Famous Infused Mary. The $5.99 
house-made beverage is made with 
infused bell pepper vodka, bloody 
mary mix and Worcestershire sauce 
and then garnished with a carrot, 
lime, pickled okra and olive skewer. 
Customers can keep the branded 
mason jar the drink comes in for $3.

“Pepper vodka is unique—a lot of 
people have seen bloody mary’s, but 
not like this,” owner Allen Miner 
said. “We infuse the vodka here.”

Miner said the cafe will also come 
out with a new drink every month as 
part of a redesigned drink menu.

A rmando and Susan Ocampo’s 
restaurant, Hello Taco, not 
only sells handmade and 

fresh food, but also fresh juices.
Customers can order different 

aguas frescas at the family-owned 
restaurant, the most popular being 
the Horchata and Jamaica agua fresca. 
The $2.44 drink is a mixture of cinna-
mon, rice milk and hibiscus. 

The couple’s daughter Meara said 
the aguas frescas are ordered fre-
quently by customers, and the fact 
that everything is handmade daily is 
what makes them unique.

“Everything is made from scratch; 
we’re here at 6 a.m. to prep,” Meara 
said. “All the juices are fresh.”

Aside from the aguas frescas, the 
restaurant features handmade flour 
tortillas, fresh guacamole, fresh mar-
inated meats and seafood, and fresh 
salsas.

25114 Grogans Mill Road, Ste. A, 
Spring
832-819-4639
www.hellotaco.com
Hours: Tue.-Fri. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Sat. 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 

The bloody mary is made with infused vodka. 

Research Forest Dr. Tamina Rd.

45

19075 I-45 N., Ste. 102, Shenandoah
936-273-2011
www.anotherbrokenegg.com
Hours: Mon.-Sun. 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

By Abigail Loop

Q: How much will the divisive political 
season influence people’s wealth planning?
It is easy to conclude everything is riding on 
the outcome of November’s elections. Or 
worse, you might feel that we are doomed 
no matter what happens in November! In 
our firm’s 45-year history, we have watched 
11 Presidential election cycles, with the 
Democrats taking 5 and the Republicans 
taking 6. Each one has generated speculation 
about effects on wealth planning, but in 
retrospect, the outcomes have had only 
minor influence on our client’s actual 
progress.

Q: Are you saying people should ignore the 
political winds?
At a recent Q&A session for some of our 
clients in The Woodlands, I explained it 
this way. Political parties have adopted 
entrenched positions, which appeal to 
particular groups. Such entrenchment almost 
guarantees that Washington will remain 
occupied by opposing “tribes,” with little 
interest in collaboration. Thus, economic and 
tax policies are not likely to change radically 
over short periods of time. The economy and 
financial markets are therefore not waiting 
around to see what happens in Washington, 
because frankly, it is not as important as 
politicians imply. We do not suggest a 

“head in the sand” approach, but the quote 
attributed to Yogi Berra (among others), nails 
it: “Predictions are difficult, especially if they 
involve the future.”

Q: To what then, should those aspiring for 
financial success, be paying attention?
The fundamentals -- sound wealth decisions 
on saving, spending, investing, and 
protecting. When you need advice, make 
sure your financial advisor has only your 
agenda in view and operates within the 
fiduciary standard, where there is a legal 
obligation to put your interest first.

Q: Presumably, L&W follows such a fiduciary 
approach?
Yes. At Linscomb & Williams, we are 100% 
committed to this fiduciary standard. It 
gives us focus.  Imagine being able to tune 
out all the “noise” and maintain focus on 
what brings long-term success. If there is 
distracting noise in your financial life, it’s time 
to get a second opinion from an experienced 
firm with no products to sell. We have a 
team of professionals to deliver that second 
opinion, right here in The Woodlands. 

For more information, or a copy of our Form 
ADV, Part II, with all of our disclosures, call 
Craig Ivy or Larry Napier  at 281 841 0707 or 
visit www.linscomb-williams.com

ARE THERE ANY GOOD CHOICES TO MAKE?

The Linscomb & Williams Woodlands team.
(Left to right: J. Harold Williams, CPA/PFS, CFP®; Larry Napier, CPA ; 
Paul Vitale, CFP®; B. Craig Ivy, AIF®)

1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 200   The Woodlands, Texas 77380
281 841 0707    www.linscomb-williams.com

Linscomb & Williams is not an accounting firm.
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July events in The Woodlands

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS
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Class Act Productions performed the comedic musical “Crazy for You” during the weekend of July 15-17 at 
McCullough Junior High School in The Woodlands.

A free concert series at Hughes Landing in The Woodlands takes place on Thursdays from 7-9 p.m. 
throughout July and August. 

Concert season at the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion in The Woodlands is in full 
swing—Pitbull performed at the venue July 23. 
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On July 21, Bud Light, Silver Eagle Distributors and the Montgomery County 
Food Bank brought local residents together for hands-on projects to give back to 
various charitable organizations. 
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The city of Oak Ridge North held a Fourth of July celebration for residents that 
included a parade, live music and face painting. 
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Compiled by Abigail Loop

3091 College Park Dr, 
The Woodlands, TX 77384
Next to St. Luke’s Hospital

•  Cupcakes
• Cakebal ls
•  Pastr ies 

•  P ies
•  Brownies
• Bars

We O� er:
45

242

N

(936) 231-8667

Custom cak�  
for all special events 
including weddings, 

birthdays, baby 
showers, etc

10% OFF 
any custom 

cake. 
Up to a $50 value. Expires 9/7/16

We Deliver!
We O� er:

Custom cak� 
for all special events 
including weddings, 

birthdays, baby 

We Deliver!
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W hen Bob Hibbetts moved 
into the Settlers Corner 
townhomes in The Wood-

lands in February 1974, he became 
the third person to call the mas-
ter-planned community home.

“At that time, Woodlands Parkway 
and Grogans Mill [Road] weren’t even 
paved,” Hibbetts said. “We had to come 
in through an entrance by Lamar Ele-
mentary School and go through an old 
logging road to get to the townhomes.” 

Hibbetts came to Houston in 1971 
after graduating from the University 
of Texas to work as an accountant for 
George Mitchell and Associates, the 
real estate company owned by The  
Woodlands founder George Mitchell. 
Today, Hibbetts is the longest-serving 
employee with The Woodlands; he 
celebrated his 45th year of employ-
ment in May.

“For the past 45 years, Bob has been 
a loyal and dedicated employee and is 

the epitome of an extremely valuable 
employee, coworker and friend,” said 
G. Randy Davis, chief financial officer 
for the Development Company.

Before starting work on The Wood-
lands in early 1974, Hibbetts worked 
on other residential projects Mitchell 
was developing across the Greater 
Houston area for about two years. 

“The other projects were more like 
recreational, or weekend, homes,” 
Hibbetts said. 

After he moved to the community, 
Hibbetts was one of the first volun-
teers for The Woodlands Fire Depart-
ment when it was formed.

“A lot of the volunteers were [Devel-
opment Company] employees,” he 
said. “Residents didn’t really come 
along until October 1974 after the 
grand opening when [The Woodlands] 
started selling homes.” 

Prior to the grand opening celebra-
tion, Hibbetts and the department’s 

Bob Hibbetts
Longtime resident shares memories of 
pioneering early days in The Woodlands

PEOPLE

Bob Hibbetts is the longest-serving employee of The Woodlands, where he raised three children.
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By Marie Leonard

first fire chief, Doug Campbell, 
flew to New York City and drove to 
Elmira, New York, to drive back the 
community’s first fire truck to Texas. 
Thousands of visitors attended the 
grand opening celebration, which also 
signified the opening of the Village of 
Grogan’s Mill. 

“At that time, the conference center 
had opened up, and there were 18 holes 
of golf there,” Hibbetts said. “A lot of the 
activity was around there. There were 
three or four model home parks open 

because that’s where some of the first 
homes were built in The Woodlands.” 

Over the past four decades, Hib-
betts has witnessed an influx of more 
than 100,000 new residents, retail 
options and corporate headquarters 
move to The Woodlands.  

“It’s changed a lot over the years 
from when it was just woods to what 
it is today,” he said. “The plan for The 
Woodlands was to have a self-sustain-
ing community, which I think it has 
become.”

ticket prices
Adults $9 • Seniors $8

12 and under Free

Over 200 Home Improvement Exhibitors  •  www.WoodlandsShows.com

Location
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 

FREE PARKING

14th Annual

THE WOODLANDS

 

Want
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Get

HOURS
Saturday 9 am-7 pm
Sunday 10 am-6 pm

$1 OFFshow admissionONLINE ONLY!• See Dr. Lori’s Antiques 
Appraisal Comedy Show!

• Live Cooking Demos

AUGUST 13-14AUGUST 13-14

See Randy Lemmon

with Randy Lemmon

FOOD 
TRUCKS

12342.H&GWoodlandsFall'16_CommuniImpactHalfPage(Tomball)_H&GWoodlandsFall'16_CommunityImpactHalfPage(Tomball)  7/15/16  2:45 PM  Page 1



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com54

Leg Pain? Swelling? Bulging 
Veins? Restless Legs?

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients 
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are 
covered by insurance, and you could be back 
to work as soon as the next day!

Veins? Restless Legs?

We can help!

Leg Pain? Swelling? Bulging 
Veins? Restless Legs?Veins? Restless Legs?

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients 
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are 
covered by insurance, and you could be back 
to work as soon as the next day!

Dr. Morgan had treated thousands of patients 
over the past 26+ years. Our procedures are 
covered by insurance, and you could be back 
to work as soon as the next day!

LoneStarVeinCenter.com

The Woodlands
281-882-3173

Pasadena
281-241-1777

Call TODAY
FREE Screenings 

August 17
August 24

FREE Screenings 
August 16
August 23
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Ritch Wheeler
Mayor, city of Shenandoah
By Hannah Zedaker

Ritch Wheeler assumed his first elected position 
as the mayor of Shenandoah after voters took to 
the polls to support him in early May. 

A native of Houston, Wheeler moved to East 
Texas with his family when he was in mid-
dle school and graduated from high school in 
Longview. From there, he continued his education 
at Norwich University in Vermont, where he ran 
track and played soccer until transferring to Baylor 
University. After spending some time in the U.S. 
Navy/Navy Reserve, Wheeler worked in retail 

automotive car dealerships before taking on his 
position as a regional sales manager for American 
Financial & Automotive Services Inc., where he 
has worked for 10 years. 

Wheeler and his wife, Laura, have been mar-
ried for more than seven years and moved to 
Shenandoah five years ago to raise their two sons, 
Matthew, 5, and Jacob, 4. Prior to taking on his 
mayoral duties, Wheeler was involved with the 
Shenandoah Civic Club as well as the city’s Plan-
ning and Zoning Committee. 

PEOPLE

What are your daily job duties as 
the mayor of Shenandoah? 

The most important part is, of course, 
is the two City Council meetings per 
month that we have. As mayor, part 
of your job is to run those two City 
Council meetings, so obviously I have to 
be at those. 

Over and above that, I attend a variety 
of community events and help establish 
goals, budgets, policies and changes in 
city ordinances. I somewhat get a little 
bit involved in contract negotiations and 
development of projects—mostly a lot of 
it is just trying to increase awareness for 
the city of Shenandoah. 

What is your vision for 
Shenandoah? 

We have a great city; there’s nothing 
wrong with our city. I want to help it get 
better. My vision is to continue, as we 
grow, to add great businesses that can 
provide either a service or product that 
our residents can be proud of, that our 
residents can get use out of … obviously 
businesses that generate a good revenue 
stream for the city. But overall, build out 
with those types of successful businesses 

that we can be proud of and then use that 
revenue stream to help add benefits and 
amenities for the residents. That’s the 
goal: to take those revenue streams that 
those businesses create and then use it to 
enhance our city for our residents.  

What prompted you to run for 
mayor? 

Well, my two sons to some degree. 
From the minute we moved into the city 
five years ago, right off the bat we just 
knew that we wanted to serve in some 
capacity. We started off with helping to 
do the Civic Club newsletter and then 
I became co-chair of the Civic Club. 
From there, I was asked to be on the 
Planning and Zoning Committee. So it 
just kind of continually grew. 

I don’t know that I ever started off 
thinking I was going to become mayor, 
but it was one of those deals where as 
soon as we moved into the city, we just 
loved it so much that we wanted to help 
and pitch in and be a part of it.  

What are some challenges 
Shenandoah is facing? 

We don’t really have challenges; we 

have opportunities—we’re only going 
up. One of the things I want to make 
sure that we do as we are in this growth 
pattern is to stay true to our roots. Our 
opportunity is to continue to grow and 
get even better, but at the same time use 
that growth to stay true to our roots and 
be a small community. 

What do you think makes 
Shenandoah unique? 

If you take a look at our footprint, we 
straddle I-45 and we are in one of the most 
economically advantageous areas in Texas 
for sure, if not the country—I mean we 
are booming. We have great businesses, 
hospitals, we are centrally located to a 
major airport, the fourth largest city in the 
country and obviously we’re very centrally 
located to The Woodlands. 

At the same time, we have this 
small-town community where our 
residents get to know their police 
officers, their city staff and each other. 
So we have this interesting mix of this 
really cutting-edge economic growth 
and development, and yet we also have 
this small-town feel. It’s that really cool 
balance that makes us unique. 
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2016-2017  
BUDGET CALENDAR

The Shenandoah City Council is in the 
process of approving the city’s budget 
for the fiscal year 2016-17. To view the 
complete proposed budget, visit the 
“Financial Transparency” page at  
www.shenandoahtx.us.

AUG. 5-6
Budget workshop: discuss tax rate, 
record vote if plan to adopt rate that 
is higher than effective tax rate

AUG. 13
Potential second budget workshop, if 
necessary

AUG. 17
Special meeting for first public 
hearing on tax rate, if necessary

AUG. 24
Second public hearing on tax rate, if 
necessary; adopt budget and adopt 
tax rate if no hearings

SEPT. 7
Special meeting to adopt budget and 
tax rate if public hearing is necessary

Get Connected.
Find Connected 
in your mailbox 
this October.

This one-of-a-kind publication provides detailed guides 
to the region’s restaurants, shops, parks, annual events, 
education, transportation, history, real estate & more.

For advertising information email  
advertising@communityimpact.com

or call 936-718-1533.

ConnectedA GUIDE TO CEDAR PARK AND LEANDER IN 2016-17

14  DINING & SHOPPING LISTINGS 22  COMMUNITY EVENTS 34  PARKS & TRAILS

SPONSORED BY

Mailed directly to 84,044 homes & businesses in The Woodlands.
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O ver the past 15 years, 
The Woodlands 
Car Club has raised 

more than $100,000 for local 
nonprofit organizations by 
participating in and hosting 
charity-driven events. 

The Woodlands Car Club 
was formed in 2001 by a local 
group of auto enthusiasts 
including Dana Pritchard, 
co-owner of The Woodlands 
Performance & Suspension. 

“Our motto is, ‘Using our 
cars to give back to the com-
munity,’ so everything The 
Woodlands Car Club does ties 
into a local nonprofit organi-
zation,” Pritchard said. 

The main way the club 
achieves its goal is through 
the Cars & Coffee for a Cause 
monthly event, which is a 
partnership between the 
car club and Market Street’s 

Change for Charity initia-
tive. Through the program, 
Market Street collects the 
change from 68 voluntary 
curbside parking meters on 
Market Street at the end of 
each quarter and chooses 
four Montgomery County 
nonprofit organizations to 
support with those collec-
tions throughout the year. 

On the first Sunday of each 
month, the car club puts on a 
display at Market Street and 
invites representatives from 
the chosen nonprofit to hand 
out information and speak to 
spectators about their orga-
nization. The car club collects 
the money donated during the 
shows and, at the end of each 
quarter, Market Street and the 
car club present two checks to 
the nonprofit. 

“Market Street is proud 

to host such a civic-minded 
group,” Market Street Mar-
keting Director Noemi Gon-
zalez said. “Their donations 
have helped to make a differ-
ence in the lives of many here 
in Montgomery County.”

In 2015, the club donated 
a total of $2,000 to four non-
profits: the Humane Society 
of Montgomery County, 
Community Partners of 
Montgomery County, Conroe 
ISD Education Foundation 
and the Tamina Community 
Center. 

Since 2008, Cars & Coffee 
for a Cause has raised more 
than $10,000 for nonprofit 
organizations. The next Cars 
& Coffee for a Cause will 
take place from 8-11 a.m. 
Sept. 4 and will benefit Bikers 
Against Child Abuse. 

The club also helps raise 

The Woodlands Car Club
Auto enthusiasts come together for community 

NONPROFIT

The Woodlands Car Club

Lake Robbins Dr.

Lake  Woodlands Dr.
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The Woodlands
281-363-2977
www.marketstreet-
thewoodlands.com

Dana Pritchard (left) is one of the founders of The Woodlands Car Club.  
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By Hannah Zedaker 

money by displaying cars 
at local events, such as the 
Bombshell Car Exhibit on 
Aug. 20. Southern Star Brew-
ing Company in Conroe will 
host the event, which will 
benefit Montgomery County 
Youth Services. 

“It’s very important to 

contribute back to the com-
munity that we live in any 
way that we possibly can,” 
Pritchard said. “If you have a 
little, give a little. It’s import-
ant for us to do that. Using 
our cars to give back to the 
community is just a win-win 
for everybody.”

Call us at 1-888-522-5808 or visit us online at xfinity.com/moversedge today.

Restrictions apply. XFINITY services not available in all areas. Installation charges may apply. Prepaid card offer available from 6/1/2016-8/31/2016, and is limited to new X1 Complete Triple Play residential customers. 2-year term agreement 
required with prepaid card offer. Early termination fee applies. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A., pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere 
Visa® debit cards are accepted. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit xfinity.com. © 2016 Comcast Cable Communications, LLC. All rights reserved. All channel logos, trademarks and service marks are the property of their 
respective owners. MGA99998-0025

Before you move, call our Move Specialists to find out how you can get up to a 
$200 Visa® Prepaid Card when you select a qualifying HD Triple Play. Plus, don’t 
forget to ask about XFINITY X1. It will change the way you experience TV!

Schedule a professional installation on the date you choose,
and we’ll arrive within a 2-hour appointment window – guaranteed.

Self move. Ask how you can take your 
equipment with you when you move.

Moving can be tough. XFINITY is here to help.

Choose the installation option that works best for you.
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ARTIST’S CORNER
Profiles of notable local artists

L auren Combs’ medium of 
choice is encaustic wax, which 
is beeswax with heat applied, 

she said. 
“It’s very natural,” Combs said. “It’s 

translucent so you can see the under 
layers coming up, which I just think is 
incredibly beautiful. It’s very different, 
and it’s fun.”

Encaustic art has been found etched 
in the remains of 5,000-year-old 
ships, Combs said. The wax was also 
used in the Egyptian Fayum mummy 
portraits, which historians estimate 
to have been painted during the first 
century B.C.

Combs moved to The Woodlands 
from New England in 1990 and took 
an interest in art at a young age. Now, 
as president of The Woodlands Art 
League, Combs is dedicated to teach-
ing art classes and workshops through-
out the community. 

“I really feel everyone can [paint],” 
she said. “I’m not a genius. I was born 
with a strong interest in it because 
I’m visually motivated, but I probably 
could have just as easily been an engi-
neer or something that would give me 
that outlet. Everyone who has that can 
learn how to do art.”

Combs said she is mostly self-taught, 
but she credits fine-tuning her skills 
to her art teachers throughout high 
school and college. Her instructors  
influenced her paintings while she 
was learning; however, her work has 
evolved, she said.

“As you join an artist community 
you start finding your niche, so almost 
anything I do now in any medium 

looks like me,” Combs said. 
In addition to painting, Combs has 

also dabbled in photography and fram-
ing as well as crafts such as needlework 
and rug braiding. 

“I came back to fine arts when I was 
living here and my kids got bigger,” 
Combs said. “I was working in fram-
ing, and it was nice to be around art. 
But then of course you get the itch, so I 
got back into painting.” 

Combs said she never finished 
college, but she has taken many col-
lege-level art courses, including some 
at Lone Star College-Montgomery. 

Drawing from her New England 
roots, Combs still draws inspiration 
from places like Maine. 

“It’s almost impossible not to want to 
do something artistic when you go to 
Maine, if you have an artistic bone in 
your body,” she said.  “It’s just so beau-
tiful [for] photography and painting.”

Since moving to The Woodlands, 
Combs has been involved with the art 
league three separate times. She joined 
again in 2006 and has been involved 
with WAL in some capacity ever since. 
This is her first year as president. 

Combs said having a group outlet 
like the art league is important for 
exploration and learning. 

“It really empowers artists because 
the first time [someone asks], ‘What do 
you do?’ you don’t say, ‘I’m a mom,’ or, 
‘I’m a framer,’ or, ‘I’m staying at home 
right now,’ or anything else,” Combs 
said. “You say, ‘I’m an artist,’ and all of 
a sudden your realize how much that 
pulls everything together and changes 
your whole outlook.”

Lauren Combs
WAL president teaches in the community

By Beth Marshall

Where to see art by 
 Lauren Combs: 

The South Montgomery County 
Community Center
2235 Lake Robbins Drive,  
The Woodlands
281-363-9410
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Lauren Combs, president of The Woodlands Art League, stands in front of one of her paintings 
hanging in the South Montgomery County Community Center. 
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Combs’ floral painting uses encaustic wax, or 
beeswax with heat applied.

Combs also uses acrylic paint as a medium. 

When mixed together, alcohol inks create a 
marbled look. 
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THE WOODLANDS 
Sterling Dale Place | $2.2+mil 
4/5.5+ - ±6,740 sf 
home on ±1 acre lot by golf course 
Mariela Campalans | 713.998.7982

MONTGOMERY
Eagle Pointe | $1.9+mil
5/5.5+ - ±5,936 sf
Woodforest Golf Course home
Jenny Overstreet | 713.530.7611

LAKE CONROE 
Harbor Breeze Drive | $1.4+mil 
5-6/5.5+ - ±8,951 sf
new waterfront listing on ±1 acre
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

BENDERS LANDING ESTATES 
Silver Jade Drive | $880s 
4/4.5+ - ±4,402 sf
±1.27 acres | lake views | tower 
Inaky Strick | 832.922.8218

MAGNOLIA 
Anglers Way | $670s 
5/4.5+ - ±4,909 sf 
beautiful Old Mill Lake estate home 
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948 

THE WOODLANDS 
Dalea Place | $290s 
4/2.5 - ±2,515 sf 
Alden Bridge brick home | study 
Jenny Overstreet | 713.530.7611

marthaturner.com  |  281.367.7637
Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

2200 Lake Woodlands Dr.  |  The Woodlands, TX 77380
281.297.5900  |  thewoodlandsumc.org

I JUST  
WANTED  
TO FIND A 
PARK FOR 
MY SON.
Having experienced difficult moves in the past, Angela knew 
that her relocation to The Woodlands could make even the 
simple things like finding a park frustrating for her family. She 
decided to join a women’s Bible study at The Woodlands United 
Methodist Church, and the community she discovered eased her 
family’s transition. Angela had found her home. 

If you are a woman who has recently relocated to The Woodlands 
or is going through a major life change, New Roots can help you 
establish a deeper connection in the community.

Find out more information and register at
thewoodlandsumc.org/newroots
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The Grand Sports 
Club is one of only 
eight facilities in the 

U.S. conducive for training 
athletes in padel, one of the 
fastest-growing sports in the 
world. 

Located just outside The 
Woodlands on a 10-acre 
property at 6130 Auburn Lakes 
Drive, Spring, the facility first 
opened as The Club in 2012 
as one of two padel facilities 
in Texas. The first was The 
Houstonian Hotel, Club & Spa 
in Houston.

General Manager Alexandra 
Marquez and her business 
partners assumed ownership 
of the club in March and have 
since changed the name to 
The Grand Sports Club. They 
have added two more padel 
courts to the facility for a total 
of five—making it the largest 
padel program facility in the 
country. 

“It’s very much a family 
sport, and the kids really like 
it because it’s less structured 
than tennis,” Marquez said. 
“It’s very social, it’s very fun 
and it helps the kids stay active 
because they train a lot, but 
they’re having fun so they 
don’t think about it.”

A combination of tennis, 
racquetball and squash, padel 
originated in Mexico and was 
first introduced to the U.S. in 
1993 after gaining popularity 
in several Latin American 

The Grand Sports Club
Spring facility houses U.S. junior padel team

ENTERTAINMENT

The Grand Sports Club

G
o

sling R
d

.

W. Rayford Rd.
Auburn Lakes Dr.

N
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cre
st D

r. 6130 Auburn Lakes Drive, Spring 
832-559-7443
www.theclubtw.com

Belen Salcedo and Claudio Trevisan coach the club’s youth padel players.

Junior padel players practice rough-
ly five hours per day at the club. 

Padel courts are dusted with sand to 
enable players to slide more easily.
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Padel is played by four players in teams of two.

Players serve the ball underhanded with the ball at or 
below waist level at the moment of striking.

If the ball bounces off the walls, players may continue 
playing that volley.

Padel is scored by marker calling: no points is “love,” 
first point won is “15,” second point won is “30,” third 
point won is “40” and the fourth point won is “game.”

If each pair has won three points, a “duce” is called and 
the pairs continue to play until one pair has won two 
consecutive points needed to win the game. 

The first pair to win six games, with a minimum 
advantage of two, will win the set. 

A match is the best of three sets; two out of three sets 
need to be won in order to win the match.

countries. 
Padel is played by four 

players in teams of two and is 
scored like tennis. The padel 
court is similar to a tennis 
court except it is surrounded 
by walls, which can be played 
off of. Players serve under-
handed using a racquet unique 
to the sport. 

Under the coaching of pro-
fessional padel players Belen 
Salcedo and Claudio Trevisan, 
The Grand Sports Club has 
40 boys and girls training 
five hours a day year-round 
who qualify to compete in the 
World Junior Championships 
and the Pan-American Games 
each year. 

Marquez’s daughter Ana 
Moreno, 14, has played padel 
along with her brother Andres 
Moreno, 16, at the club for 
the past three years. Both 
players have qualified for and 
competed in the international 
competitions in the past. 

“[At the Pan-American 
games], I like how there’s a 
bunch of different kids from 
all over the world and we all 

have one common interest,” 
Ana said. “It doesn’t matter 
what country you’re from 
or what language you speak 
because we all come together 
through padel.” 

Padel players from around 
the U.S. will try out for this 
year’s Pan-American Games at 
the Grand Sports Complex in 
September. Upon qualifying, 
the players will represent the 
U.S. against 11 countries at the 
competition in November. 

In addition to the junior 
program, The Grand Sports 
Club also has about 40 adult 
players who train to compete 
in their own world champion-
ship. 

“We have already been 
approached by padel players 
from other areas of Texas who 
want to start a padel club,” 
Marquez said. “We like being 
exclusive, but our goal is to 
make this sport grow so we 
have a bigger selection of ath-
letes training and competing. 
It doesn’t matter what size 
the club is, as long as they 
play the sport.”

Sources: Federacion Internacional de Padel, U.S. Padel Association/Community Impact Newspaper

HOW TO PLAY PADEL: 

15 40
1 2SETS

15 40
1 2SETS

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 17 YEARS.

www.northsidelexus.com
17925 North Freeway
Houston, TX 77090

281-569-3300

For our Neighbors in 
The Woodlands.

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra 
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or 

preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from 
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer. 

Offer expires 9/7/16.

$50000
ADDITIONAL

NX200t
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Sushi
GUIDEGUIDEGUIDE

2016

THE WOODLANDSTHE WOODLANDSTHE WOODLANDS

Atsumi Asian Kitchen  
and Sushi Bar

3335 Hwy. 242, The Woodlands 
936-242-0044
www.atsumiusa.com

Benihana

1720 Lake Woodlands Drive,  
The Woodlands
281-292-0061
www.benihana.com/locations/
woodlands-tx-wo

The Blue Fish

1900 Hughes Landing Blvd.,  
Ste. 300, The Woodlands
281-292-3474
www.thebluefishsushi.com 

Chi Japanese Cuisine

27100 I-45 N., The Woodlands 
281-419-1166
www.chijapanese.com

Fukuda Japanese  
Restaurant

25701 I-45 N., Ste. 3, Spring
281-419-8980
fukudasushiwoodlands.com

Kan’s Sushi and  
Steakhouse

8021 Research Forest Drive,  
The Woodlands
281-419-8605
www.kansushi.com

Kona Grill 

3 Waterway Square Place,  
Ste. 100, The Woodlands 
281-466-4061
www.konagrill.com

Masa’s Sushi & Robata Bar 

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, 
Ste. 430, The Woodlands 
281-298-5688
www.facebook.com/Sushimasa-
houston

Pho An   Sushi Bar

8000 Hwy. 242, Ste. 105,  
Conroe
936-271-4335

Sakekawa Japanese Steak-
house & Sushi Bar 

6777 Woodlands Parkway,  
Ste. 200, The Woodlands

281-419-5988
www.sakekawa.com

Sapporo Japanese Bistro 
Sushi and Bar

30420 FM 2978, Ste. 300, 
 The Woodlands
281-789-4445
www.sapporojapanesebistro 
sushibar.com

Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine 

24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 100,  
The Woodlands 
281-298-1888
www.tsukiji-sushi.com

Uni Sushi 

9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 860, 
The Woodlands
281-298-7177

The Woodlands has a wide variety of dining options when it comes to Japanese cuisine. 
Whether it is cooked or raw, sushi is a favorite at major chain restaurants and at locally 
owned eateries alike. 

Compiled by Beth Marshall and Hannah Zedaker | Designed by Dionna Saravia

This is not a comprehensive list.
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Uni Sushi offers a variety of 
sushi rolls, sashimi and nigiri Gemini roll at Atsumi, $13.95 The Voodoo roll at Kona Grill, 

$13.50

Meeting the social, emotional, and academic 
needs of our patients.

Our team is composed of caring experts in the 
fi elds of psychiatry, psychology, counseling, 
nutrition and academic coaching.

Call us for a Complimentary 
Consultation Today at 281-528-4226

111 Vision Park Blvd | Shenandoah, TX 77384
www.ADDwoodlands.com

Individual Treatment Solutions for you, your child, and your family

12346 Spring Cypress, Tomball, TX 77377 • andersonremodeling@sbcglobal.net

Submit online at 
AndersonRemodeling.com 

Stop by our showroom
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm

SPRUCE UP 

— FOR SUMMER —

Your full service stop for all repair and remodeling projects
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED — IN BUSINESS FOR 34 YEARS!

Your full service stop for all repair and remodeling projectsYour full service stop for all repair and remodeling projects

FREE 
Call 281.320.8886 for your 

in home 
estimate 
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HOW TO USE CHOPSTICKS
1 2 3

4 5 6

Use a dominant 
hand to hold the 
chopsticks. 

Balance one chop-
stick between the 
thumb and index 
finger.

Hold the other 
chopstick with the 
fingertips of the 
thumb and index 
finger.

Grip the bottom 
chopstick with the 
middle finger for 
support.

Keep the top 
chopstick loosely 
gripped with the  
index finger.

Lift and lower the 
index finger to pick 
up food.

HOW TO MAKE SUSHI
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Sashimi is bite-sized 
pieces of thinly 

sliced raw fish eaten 
with soy sauce and 

wasabi paste.

Sushi is raw, or 
sometimes cooked, 
fish with vegetables 

and other fillings 
rolled in sushi rice 

and seaweed. 

Nigiri is a type of 
sushi consisting of 
a small ball of rice 
with wasabi sauce 

and topped with raw 
fish or other types of 

seafood. 

Unroll the mat and place 
nori shiny side down on 

top.

Add a ¼-inch layer of cooked 
sushi rice on top of the nori, 

making sure the rice is evenly  
distributed. Leave ½-inch 

strips of nori uncovered on 
vertical edges.

Add sushi filling  
ingredients and wet the 
edges of uncovered nori 

for easier rolling and 
sealing.

Roll the sushi mat with sushi contents 
forward and apply pressure on all sides 
to make a tight roll. Push the ingredients 
in toward the center of the roll. Use the 
edge of the mat to press the ingredients 
into the center. Continue rolling until nori 

is completely rolled. 

Wet the tip of a knife and 
slice to roll into  

equal-sized sections.

The following ingredients are needed to make sushi at home: sushi rice, a sushi rolling mat, Nori, or seaweed, sheet and sushi fillings—avocado, cucumber, daikon radish, cucumber, 
cilantro, cream cheese, imitation crab, shrimp, salmon, tuna, etc.

1 2 3 4 5

Atsumi roll at Atsumi, $14.95 Philadelphia roll at Kona Grill, 
$7.50

Have a 
story idea?

We’re looking to hear from you. 

Contact our newsroom with the inside scoop 
on the latest business opening, upcoming events, 

or questions about commerce, roads, development 
and schools. You could see your idea in print!
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Continued from | 1

this community. It was to try and move 
forward with mobility; the No. 1 issue we 
[hear] from our employers and the people 
who work here is about mobility.”

The proposed Woodlands Parkway 
extension from FM 2978 to Hwy. 249 
has been a divisive issue in Montgomery 
County since early last year when the 
May 2015 road bond election included 
funding for the project. In The Wood-
lands, 9,825 votes were cast during 
the election, 86 percent of which were 
against the bond. Voter turnout was 
16 percent in The Woodlands. How-
ever, the November county road bond 
received voter approval after the exten-
sion was removed from the list of pro-
posed projects. 

McMullan said it is his opinion the 
road extension may have been a good 
development for the business com-
munity but not for residents of The 
Woodlands. 

“I’m interested to know what’s going 
to happen moving forward if we con-
tinue to fund the EDP,” McMullan said.

Moving forward 
McMullan requested a decision 

from the EDP regarding the organi-
zation’s plans to take political posi-
tions against the will of residents in 

the future before a decision is made 
regarding the budget request. 

“Economic development is part of 
The Woodlands, that is unquestionably 
true,” McMullan said. “Our taxes are all 
lower because we have these first-rate 
businesses in The Woodlands. The issue 
is whether the EDP—and other organi-
zations that use taxpayer money—if we 
should let them take political positions 
against residents.”

Staley said the EDP has received 
money from The Woodlands for years, 
even prior to when the community 
became The Woodlands Township  
in 2010.

“As a nonprofit, and specifically a 
501(c)(6), funding at every level is 
important and key to us,” Staley said. 
“It’s the only way we have the ability to 
perform as an economic development 
organization. The Woodlands Town-
ship, as it stands today, represents  
21 percent of our overall funding.”

Township Director Ann Snyder said 
when the EDP took the position in favor 
of the road bond last March, it did not 
know the outcome of the May election. 

“How could they know they were 
taking action against us?” Snyder said. 
“The Woodlands Township board 
voted not to support the November 
2015 [bond], yet the residents voted 
for it and it passed.” 

Staley said the EDP board of direc-
tors agreed it will always consider 
the stance of the township’s board of 
directors as a whole. 

“As we’ve always done, we look at the 
official stance of the township board 
and have strong consideration when we 

in 2015. 
Monique Sharp, assistant general 

manager for finance and administra-
tion, told the board of directors during 
a July 27 meeting that collections from 
sales and hotel taxes over the past six 
months are lower than budgeted, and 
further declines are expected. 

“When we get into our budget initia-
tives, there’s going to be a lot of things 
requested of us,” township Director 
Jeff Long said. “Some of them we may 
not be able to afford this year. As a 
board, we have a greater responsibility 
to prioritize what’s important to this 
community.” 

Funding requests
Every year, the township receives 

funding requests from outside orga-
nizations in the community. For 
the upcoming FY 2016-17 budget, 
requests from Interfaith of The Wood-
lands and South County YMCA and 
the EDP and Senior Rides amount to 
a combined $355,000. The decision to 
fund the organizations will be made 
during the budget process. 

During the July 20 board of direc-
tors meeting, township Director John 
McMullan asked The Woodlands Area 
EDP CEO Gil Staley if the organization 
took a position on the two Montgomery 
County road bonds on the ballot in 2015. 
Although Staley initially said the orga-
nization did not, he later provided the 
township two letters of support for both 
the May and November bond elections 
after researching the EDP’s records.  

“It’s our position, the business leaders 
here, that we are to look at all the issues 
that affect economic development,” Staley 
said. “Again, the purpose was not to divide 

“IT’S OUR POSITION, THE BUSINESS 
LEADERS HERE, THAT WE ARE TO LOOK AT 
ALL THE ISSUES THAT AFFECT ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT. AGAIN, THE PURPOSE WAS 
NOT TO DIVIDE THIS COMMUNITY.”
—Gil Staley, The Woodlands Area Economic Development Partnership CEO

HOT COLLECTIONS

PREVIOUS HOT COLLECTIONS

2016 actual
2016 budgetedHotel occupancy tax collections in The Woodlands are lower 

than budget projections for fiscal year 2015-16.  

The Woodlands Township begins budget meet-
ings at 8:30 a.m. Aug. 15 at The Woodlands 
Township Town Hall. 
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issue any proclamation,” he said. “The 
township does have two positions on 
our board of directors, so their voice is 
always there in any form of operation 
that we have. They are the only member 
that has two board seats.”

Long said he wants the board to 

be fair and reasonable in its deci-
sion rather than singling out just one 
agency with which it funds or does 
business and suggested the board look 
at a list of agencies that supported the 
road bonds. 

“Many of those [agencies] supported 
Should organizations in The Woodlands like the EDP 
take public political positions?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/wdl-poll

OUTSIDE  
FUNDING REQUESTS

Four organizations in The Woodlands have 
requested outside funding from the township 
for the FY 2016-17 budget. 

the road bond in May, and a lot of 
them, contrary to our vote, supported 
it in November,” Long said. “I think 
for fairness, we need to figure out who 
those folks are and treat them like we 
would treat the EDP. There’s no differ-
ence, whether they put out a resolution 
or give money, it’s obvious what their 
position is and it may be contrary to 
how a vote may turn out.” 

Financial state 
Sharp said the township forecasted a 

$3 million decline for FY 2015-16 in sales 

Interfaith of The Woodlands:  
$60,000

South County YMCA:  
$65,000

The Woodlands Area Economic  
Development Partnership:  

$175,000
Senior Rides:  
$55,000

SALES TAX DEPOSITS

PREVIOUS SALES TAX DEPOSITS

2016 actual
2016 budgeted

tax collections. For the six months ending 
June 30, the dip in sales tax revenue was 
offset by favorable property tax revenue, 
but hotel tax transfers are also down. 

“These numbers are clearly lower, 
meaning that revenue numbers are 
clearly lower than we forecasted,” 
McMullan said. “If the trend is any 
indication, it may well continue 
through the year.” 

The township’s hotel tax collections 
were $4 million, which is $115,000 
more than the same period in 2015. 
In terms of what was budgeted, it is 
$600,000 lower, Sharp said. 

“We see further declines that we 
know are coming in construction and 
things like that,” Sharp said.

However, even with a $3 million 
unfavorable variance in the budget, 
the township’s operations, capital or 
contributions to the reserve will not be 
affected, Sharp said. 

“The only thing being impacted is 
how much money goes into the capital 
contingency reserve,” she said. “That’s 
the good news out of this.” 

Sales tax collections in The Woodlands are also lower than 
projected for FY 2015-16. However, the township’s opera-
tions and capital have not been affected. 
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at a rapid rate at several four-
year universities, including a 22 
percent increase per semester at 
the University of Houston and 
a 42 percent rise at Sam Hous-
ton State University. The college 
tuition spike seen statewide 
also led Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Pat-
rick to declare limiting tuition 
growth a priority for Texas Sen-
ate education committees in the 
2017 legislative session.

“Next session, the Senate 
will look closely at a number of 
cost reforms, including perfor-
mance-based funding, which 
brings increased accountabil-
ity and affordability back by 
requiring education institutions 
to meet high-performance tar-
gets before increasing tuition 
above inflation,” Patrick said at 
a press conference in April.

While tuition costs have 
increased by hundreds of dollars 
per semester at many four-year 
universities statewide in the past 
five years, the cost of a 12-credit 
semester at the Lone Star Col-
lege System has risen only  
10 percent from $704 to $776.

LSCS, the two-year com-
munity college system serving 
the northern Greater Houston 
area, is the first stop for many 
high school graduates. Denise 
Cipolla, Conroe ISD coordina-
tor of guidance and counseling,  
said LSCS is the No. 1 option 
for the district’s students. 

“Many of our students will 
spend one to two years there 
either based on a financial deci-
sion or just looking to stay home 
comfortably for another year and 
then transfer those credits to a 
four-year university where they 

27%TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 44,578 56,602 

LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM

18%UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 34,582 40,914

27%TWO-YEAR PUBLIC COLLEGES (STATE) 566,071 716,444 

SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY 15,308 19,573

4%UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-AUSTIN 49,233 51,341

25%FOUR-YEAR PUBLIC COLLEGES  (STATE) 484,999  604,490 

TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY 27,129  36,790

ENROLLMENT ON THE RISE IN TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION

Community college enrollment has grown at a faster rate than many area public four-year universities. Overall, both two- and four-year 
colleges and universities have seen a steady enrollment growth since 2005.

2005 NEW
STUDENTS 2014

45,122 37,696 82,818
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Sources: Lone Star College System, Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board/Community Impact Newspaper
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want to graduate,” Cipolla said.

Two-year college growth
Amos McDonald, vice chan-

cellor of government and public 
relations at LSCS, said enroll-
ment systemwide has increased 
from about 46,000 in 2005 to 
more than 82,000 at the end of 
the 2016 spring semester.

Although part of that growth 
can be attributed to an overall 
population boom—Montgom-
ery County has seen an increase 
of more than 80,000 residents 
just since 2010—McDonald said 
the economy is also a factor.

“Debt is a critical reason 
why a lot of students start 
with us, but you have a ton of 
students who are transferring 
from us to four-year colleges,” 
McDonald said.

This strategy allows students 
to reduce their overall cost for 
a four-year college education, 
McDonald said. Two years at 
a LSCS campus would cost 

about $3,000 in tuition, while 
four years at a public university 
in Texas would average about 
$33,000, McDonald said.

“If you do two years here and 
two years there, it’s a savings of 
$13,500,” McDonald said.

LSC-University Center in 

The Woodlands also offers 
bachelor’s degree programs 
through four-year universities, 
such as Sam Houston State 
University, University of Hous-
ton and Our Lady of the Lake 
University. The center added 
Stephen F. Austin and Lamar 
universities in May. 

“We’re getting some universi-
ties that have some pretty high 
name recognition,” said Becky 
Duncan-Ramirez, executive 

director at LSC-University 
Center. “I think that’s exciting 
for students to be able to hang 
on their wall—that [they] got 
a degree from Sam [Houston] 
or SFA, but [they] didn’t even 
leave home.”

Each university represented 

at the University Center has its 
own scholarship opportunities 
for students, Duncan-Ramirez 
said. Some universities offer 
scholarships specifically for stu-
dents transferring from LSCS.

The University Center started 
a new, more transparent finan-
cial aid process in February that 
explains each student’s scholar-
ship opportunities and benefits 
associated with the university of 
their choice, Duncan-Ramirez 

said. 
“We try to address some of 

those financial issues up front so 
that we can tell students,” Dun-
can-Ramirez said. “As far as the 
actual process for financial aid, 
they have to go through that 
university’s student services.”

Workforce demand
Enrollment at community 

colleges tends to be counter-
cyclical—it grows as the econ-
omy worsens and falls as the 
economy improves, said Mat-
thew Fuller, assistant professor 
of educational leadership and 
counseling at Sam Houston 
State University. 

He said the cycle is a boon for 
community colleges because 
they are less expensive and lead 
to credentials more quickly 
than four-year universities.

In 2000, when national unem-
ployment was less than 8 per-
cent, fall enrollment at commu-
nity colleges was approximately 

Tuition
Continued from | 1

THE STATE OF COLLEGE TUITION IN TEXAS
Both enrollment and tuition is on the rise at public universities in Texas. Lawmakers and educators across the state have expressed priorities to 
examine methods to keep college affordable moving forward. 

“IF YOU DO TWO YEARS HERE AND 
TWO YEARS THERE, IT’S A SAVINGS 
OF $13,500.”
—Amos McDonald, LSCS vice chancellor of government and public relations

  ONE JOHN COOPER DRIVE, THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381 • 281.367.0900
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MORE CONROE ISD STUDENTS ATTENDING LSCS
Conroe ISD graduate enrollment at Lone Star College System has risen steadily since 
2012. These numbers reflect total CISD graduate enrollment at all LSCS campuses. 
Roughly 1,200 more students have enrolled in LSCS over the past five years.
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The percentage 
of students 

from Conroe 
ISD who attend 

LSCS has 
increased by 

16%
in four years.

YEAR

EARNING POTENTIAL

Source: American Association of Community Colleges/ 
Community Impact Newspaper

Head of household 
education level

Average national 
household income

Less than high school $32,214
High school diploma $51,154
Associate degree $67,256

Diploma degree $103,256

16% INCREASE

3 million nationally, according 
to statistics prepared by the 
American Association for Com-
munity Colleges. In 2010, when 
unemployment grew to more 
than 10 percent, community 
college enrollment rose to about 
7 million nationally.

As tuition and enrollment 
have grown, so have the pro-
grams offered at higher educa-
tion institutions to meet work-
force demand in and around 
Montgomery County. Health 
care, the oil and gas industry 
and information technology—
all science, technology, engi-
neering and math, or STEM, 
fields—are key areas for post- 
college employment, McDon-
ald said.

According to an AACC 
report, the number of students 
graduating from community 
colleges with degrees in science 
and engineering has increased 
nationwide by 120 percent from 
2000-12.

With the opening of Hous-
ton Methodist The Woodlands 
Hospital and Texas Children’s 
Hospital The Woodlands in 

2017, LSC-Montgomery pres-
ident Rebecca Riley said the 
health care sector is experienc-
ing the most immediate work-
force need.

Riley said LSC-Montgom-
ery has already expanded its 
health care programs, includ-
ing the addition of a paramedic 
program this year. The college 
also plans to expand existing 
programs, she said, and is seek-
ing funding options to grow its 
radiology technician program 
in the near future.

Riley said another workforce 
need is training qualified STEM 
secondary education instruc-
tors for employment at local 
school districts. LSC-Mont-
gomery has applied for a 
Texas Affordable Baccalaure-
ate expansion grant, which—if 
accepted—would make it pos-
sible for high school students 
to enroll in dual-credit courses 
through the college in the edu-
cation field.

While stakeholders are still 
assessing employment needs to 
develop a long-term plan, Riley 
said the group plans to develop 

additional programs—based on 
its findings—within a year to 
address workforce demand.

“I think by the end of another 
year or so, we will have some 
really concrete programing in 
place that will benefit the com-
munity,” Riley said.

Dual-credit courses
Dual-credit programs offer 

an opportunity for students 
to earn college credit before 
graduating from high school, 
preparing them for higher edu-
cation while potentially cutting 
the costs they might face in the 
future. CISD, as well as private 
schools in The Woodlands area, 
offer dual-credit course options 
to students looking to get a head 
start on their college degree. 

In CISD, taking a dual-credit 
course costs $66, said Veronica 
Martin Perkins, CISD’s college 
readiness specialist. 

“Students can graduate with 
a various amount of college 
credits,” Perkins said. “If a stu-
dent is a part of the Accelerated 
College, the student can have 
60 hours or more. Students 

who take dual-credit or college 
credit-only courses throughout 
their high school career can 
have as few as three credits to a 
maximum of 48 college credits.”

During the 2015-16 school 
year, 3,200 CISD students were 
enrolled in dual-credit classes, 
an increase of more than 1,000 
compared to the previous 
school year, Perkins said.  

Students at Sojourn Academy, 
a private Christian school in Oak 
Ridge North, have the opportu-
nity to take dual-credit math, 
English and history courses 
through Colorado Christian 
University for $200 per class.  

“We’ve had students tell us 
that college was easier than 
their education here with us,” 
Sojourn Academy Headmaster 
Jess Larson said. “To hear col-
lege educators affirming that 
by saying what [we’re] doing is 
definitely college-level ready is 
encouraging.”

Sojourn Academy graduates 
can begin college with a total of 
six classes already completed, 
and Principal Becky Staggs said 
the academy plans to increase 

available courses. 
“I am a huge proponent for 

dual credit,” Duncan-Ramirez 
said. “We see new students 
come in and that transition 
of how a college class works 
versus how their high school 
worked—they [get] experience 
with that. Hopefully when they 
start their freshman year [of 
college], those types of things 
are helping them transition 
into college life easier.”

Even if students choose to 
stay close to home after high 
school, the University Center 
gives them that option as well.

“Part of Lone Star is you can 
stay close to home and still get 
your degree,” Duncan-Ramirez 
said. “That’s what we’re try-
ing to say, too. You can also 
get your bachelor’s degree and 
stay close to home. All of those 
pieces are some of the benefits 
you get by taking dual-credit.”
Additional reporting by Jesse 
Mendoza

Health care and 
the retail trade 
industries will 
add the most 
jobs in the 
Greater Houston 
area by 2022.

Health care and 
social assistance

100,690  
new jobs

Wholesale and 
retail trade
88,480  
new jobs

Educational 
services
70,260  
new jobs

Administrative and 
waste services

61,470  
new jobs

Accommodation 
and food services

70,150  
new jobs

TOP 5 JOBS IN DEMAND

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex issues for over twenty-five years 
as a large firm partner and as the owner of a boutique firm. 

We provide counsel and expertise on: 

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 550A - The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

Who do you turn to when you have an estate, business or tax issue?

We provide counsel and expertise on: 

• Business, Family, Estate and Trust 
   Litigation

• Asset Protection and Charitable 
   Planning

• Business Planning and Exit Strategies• Estate, Trust and Tax Planning

• Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
   Disability Planning Documents

• Probate, Estate Administration and 
   Trust administration
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“Our team works with both buyers and 
sellers in all price points. Give us a call.”

THE KINK TEAM REAL ESTATE

CURIOUS ABOUT THE MARKET?
DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE MARKET REPORT AT

WWW.THEKINKTEAM.COM/REPORT
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The monthly real estate section features 
news on local trends along with data and 
listings for residential, multifamily and 
commercial properties. 
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Local real estate news, trends, listings and data
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Friday, September 16, 2016
South Shore Harbour Resort • League City, Texas

TICKET PRICES

www.itsyourtimewomensconference.com

About Elizabeth
The abduction of Elizabeth Smart was one of the most followed child abduction cases of our time. Elizabeth 
was abducted on June 5, 2002, and her captors controlled her by threatening to kill her and her family if 

she tried to escape. Fortunately, the police safely returned Elizabeth back to her family on March 12, 2003 
after being held prisoner for 9 grueling months. Through this traumatic experience Elizabeth has become an 

advocate for change related to child abduction, recovery programs and National legislation.

With Keynote Speaker Elizabeth SmartWith Keynote Speaker Elizabeth Smart

$65 per person
if purchased before Labor Day

$85 after Labor Day

Break-Out Sessions

Breakfast

Keynote Lun
cheon

Boutique Shopping

This will be a full day devoted to enriching the lives of women through learning, networking and fun! 
Throughout the day, you can choose from a variety of workshops on health and wellness, entrepreneurship, spirituality and education.

$1 BILLION
SOLD

ONE HOME AT A TIME

281-677-3567
kwwoodlands.com

UP to 10 weeks FREE

Models NOW OPEN
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Townhomes

With Private 1 & 2 Car Garages

281-245-0388 
25145 Panther Bend Court, 
The Woodlands, TX 77380

thetownhomesatwoodmillcreek.com



The Woodlands Edition • August 2016 69

What are the essential things a first-
time homebuyer should consider 
when deciding to purchase a home?

First-time homebuyers should 
consider all of the financial costs 
of owning a home (maintenance, 
property taxes, insurance, [home-
owner association] fees, etc.) and also 
consider the location, school district 
and neighborhood amenities. 

What should first-time homebuyers 
know about finances and determin-
ing a budget when purchasing  
a home?

They should take the time to talk 
with a reputable lender or loan officer 
to get prequalified, establish a real-
istic budget and understand the full 
costs of getting into a home. Getting 
prequalified will also help position 

them as a solid buyer when it is time 
to submit an offer on a property.

What are some trends you noticed 
in 2015 when people were trying to 
buy a house in The Woodlands area? 

The biggest trend I saw in 2015 was 
with leasing. There were a lot of cli-
ents looking to move to The Wood-
lands. However, they were cautious 
and wanting to wait and see which 
village they would make a move to.

What amenities should first-time 
homebuyers inspect when looking 
at a potential home? 

In addition to inspecting the 
surrounding neighborhood, buyers 
should never skip a home inspec-
tion, which could identify any major 
issues with a house.

Ask a Realtor

Barbara May
Referred Realty Group

REAL ESTATE

Local Realtors answer questions about trends and offer 
tips to homebuyers and sellers considering buying or 
selling a home in or around The Woodlands.

By Abigail Loop

BEGI NNE R HOUSE-HUNTI NG 
QUE STIONS:

Are you financially prepared?  
On average, first-time homebuyers should have a 
minimum of 5 percent to 7 percent of the cost of the 
home they are targeting. Then add 3 to 6 percent more 
for closing costs, which will vary based on residency 
and state and city taxes. A healthy credit history is also 
important.

Are you prepared to make compromises? 
Find a middle ground: either having a great house in 
a not-as-great location or having a smaller or less 
expensive house in a better location that suits other 
needs.

Will owning pay off in the long run? 
Depending on the home, buyers may pay a lower 
mortgage than what they paid for rent. If not, there is still 
the financial advantage of building equity by owning a 
home. 
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What are some things a first-time 
homebuyer should avoid when 
browsing the market and deciding 
on a house?

A first-time homebuyer should 
think resale; this will likely be the 
first of several homes they will own. 
While you can change a lot of the 

physical and cosmetic things about a 
home, you cannot change its loca-
tion, schools or neighborhood, so be 
sure you like the things you cannot 
change. Those will typically be the 
same things future buyers will like as 
well when it’s time to sell.

All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned 
amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without 
notice. Maps and plans are not to scale, all dimensions are approximate and are intended to represent an artist’s depiction only of the existing and/or planned 
elements of Bonterra  at Woodforest Community’s current proposed development concepts. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Photos 
and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to 
change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Bonterra at Woodforest is an age-qualified 
Community intended for permanent occupancy of each household by at least 
one resident at least 55 or older under applicable state and federal laws, as well 
as the Community’s Declaration and no one under 19 in permanent residency. 
Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.
taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © July 2016, Taylor Morrison of 
Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

Featuring lush landscapes, exceptional amenities  
and activities for people 55 and better, Bonterra fully  

satisfies your passion for a spirited lifestyle. Enjoy the best  
of both worlds: tranquility within a private enclave, and  

access to exciting Woodforest amenities. 

Please contact us:
 281.780.4652 or  

HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

LiveBonterra.com | New Homes mid $200s–$400s

I AM > 69
I am  

expressive.

The Club at Bonterra 
grand opening 

Saturday, September 10th

Save the Date

BONWF-111 August Community Impact 4.5085x5.5416_MECH.indd   1 7/21/16   4:07 PM
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8   Lakes at Creekside
281-376-1500
www.lakesatcreekside.com

Builders: M/I Homes, Trendmaker 
Homes, Village Builders
Square footage: 2,752-4,927
Home values: $370,000-$540,000+
Amenities: hike and bike paths, splash 
pad, lakes, shopping center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Creekside Park 
Junior High School, Tomball High 
School)

9    Del Webb-The Woodlands
866-210-6878
www.delwebb.com

Builder: Del Webb
Square footage: 1,710-2,607
Home values: $273,990- $353,990
Amenities: clubhouse, walking trails, 
tennis courts
Schools: Conroe ISD (Buckalew 
Elementary School, Mitchell 
Intermediate School, The Woodlands 
High School)

10   Coronet Ridge
281-516-0899
www.tollbrothers.com

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,500-5,528
Home values: $700,000+
Amenities: golf course, hiking and 
biking trails, picnic areas
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Timber Creek 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

11    Honeycomb Ridge- 
The Woodlands
713-632-2957
www.honeycombridge.com

Builders: First Stone Homes
Square footage: 4,300+
Home values: $900,000+
Amenities: shopping centers, schools, 
nature trails
Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey 
Elementary School, Vogel Intermediate 
School, Knox Junior High School, The 
Woodlands College Park High School)

12    The Meadows at Imperial Oaks
www.themeadowsatimperialoaks.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, Coventry 
Homes, J. Patrick Homes, Plantation 
Homes
Square footage: 1,986-4,612
Home values: $200,000-$600,000
Amenities: resort-style swimming 
pool, picnic tables, recreation center, 

Square footage: 2,500-6,000
Home values: $300,000-$700,000
Amenities: playgrounds, trail systems, 
community pond, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School) 

6    Northgrove at Spring Creek
855-289-8565
www.northgrovetx.com

Builders: M/I Homes, Perry Homes, 
Toll Brothers, Trendmaker Homes
Square footage: 2,247-6,064
Home values: $370,000-$850,000
Amenities: NorthGrove Lodge amenity 
center, lakes, parks
Schools: Magnolia ISD

7    Wooded Overlook
281-516-0899 
www.darlinghomes.com

Builders: Darling Homes, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,000-4,500
Home values: $580,000-$830,000
Amenities: parks, swimming pools, 
George Mitchell Nature Preserve, 
shopping center
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

1    Falls at Imperial Oaks
832-813-7170
www.fallsatimperialoaks.com

Builders: David Weekley Homes, 
Lennar, Partners in Building, Ryland 
Homes, Village Builders
Square footage: 1,800-4,500
Home values: $180,000-$700,000
Amenities: hiking trails, swimming 
pools, parks, nature trails, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School)

2    Harmony
936-447-2805
www.harmony-houston.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, CastleRock 
Communities, Darling Homes, Highland 
Homes, Perry Homes, Taylor Morrison, 
Village Builders, Westin Homes
Square footage: 1,900-4,150
Home values: $250,000-$600,000+
Amenities: Spring Creek Greenway, 
parks and playgrounds, hiking trails, 
Barefoot Park, The Thicket Recreation 
Center 
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School,  
Oak Ridge High School)

3    Lakeside Cove
832-764-0006
www.gracepointhomes.com

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,500-4,200
Home values: $670,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, walking trails, golf 
course
Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey 
Elementary School, Knox Junior High 
School, Wilkerson Intermediate School, 
The Woodlands College Park High 
School)

4    Preserve at Northampton
281-251-4666 
www.calatlantichomes.com

Builder: Ryland Homes
Square footage: 1,740-4,228
Home values: $200,000-$400,000
Amenities: pool, playgrounds, walking 
trails, shopping centers
Schools: Klein ISD (Northampton 
Elementary School, Krimmel 
Intermediate School, Klein Oak High 
School)

5    Woodson’s Reserve
281-353-2979
www.woodsonsreserve.com

Builders: Meritage Homes, Perry 
Homes, Taylor Morrison, Toll Brothers 

REAL ESTATE UPDATES
New residential communities

South Montgomery County is home to several new residential real estate developments. These communities are new neighborhoods 
under construction with homes either for sale or soon to be available for purchase. 
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Knox Junior High School, College Park 
High School)

15   Lake Windcrest
www.lakewindcrest.magnoliatexas.info

Builders: custom home builders
Square footage: 2,434-10,160
Home values: $335,000-$1,799,000
Amenities: golf course, parks, walking 
trails
Schools: Magnolia ISD (Bear Branch 
Elementary School, Bear Branch Junior 
High School, Magnolia High School) 
 
16   Harper’s Preserve
www.harperspreserve.com

Builders: Plantation Homes, Chesmar 
Homes, Highland Homes, Gehan 
Homes, J. Patrick Homes, Ashton 
Woods, Drees Custom Homes 
Square footage: 1,982-4,586
Home values: $260,000-$800,000
Amenities: swimming pool, 
playgrounds, lake and park areas
Schools: Conroe ISD (Oak Ridge 
Elementary School, Dolly Vogel 
Intermediate School, Irons Junior High 
School, Oak Ridge North High School)

Tamarac Park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Birnham Woods 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School)

13    Bender’s Landing Estates
www.benderslandingestates.com

Builders: Gallery Custom Homes, 
Lewis Custom Homes, Partners in 
Building
Square footage: 2,967-6,338
Home values: $500,000-$1.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails, 
playground
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge North High School)

14    Jacob’s Reserve
936-273-8833 
www.drhorton.com

Builders: D.R. Horton, Perry Homes
Square footage: 1,814-4,766
Home values: $255,000-$975,000
Amenities: W.G. Jones State Forest, 
playground, parks
Schools: Conroe ISD (Ride Elementary 
School, Collins Elementary School, 

Compiled by Abigail Loop 

The Woodlands Reserve
The Woodlands Reserve is a new 
neighborhood off Gosling Road in the 
Village of Indian Springs in The Woodlands. 
The Woodlands Reserve is a 55-lot, gated, 
custom community and is surrounded by a 
wooded nature preserve. Amenities include 
parks and walking trails, the Indian Springs 
Village Shopping Center and the Creekside 
Park Village Center.

Home designs include a mix of coastal 
French and Southern coastal architectural 
design, with homes featuring back patios, 
front porches and a high-efficiency air 
conditioning system and Pella windows 
for an energy-efficient home.

Builders:  Frankel Building Group
Square footage:  4,000-6,000 
Starting price range: $1 million-$2.5 
million
Schools: Conroe ISD (Glen Loch 
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate 
School, McCullough Junior High School, 
The Woodlands High School)
Anticipated completion: TBA

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

The Woodlands Reserve
713-489-9217
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Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for info today!

THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park
Convenient to the New Village Center
281-516-0899

Coronet Ridge - Limited Home Sites Remain!
From the low $700s
The Estates at Blairs Way
Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands!
From the upper $800s

NORTH HOUSTON
Woodson’s Reserve
Located on the Grand Parkway. Conroe ISD

Sycamore Heights
Premier Access to the Grand Parkway!
From the mid-$400s • 281-907-6188
Magnolia Ridge
Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

NorthGrove at Spring Creek
One-Story Floor Plans Now Available! Magnolia ISD
281-252-0022

Executive Collection
New Option Features Just Added!
From the mid-$400s
Estate Collection - Gated Home Sites Available
From the low $500s

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confi rm applicable features. This is not an o� ering where prohibited by law.

Unparalleled Luxury.   
Unbelievable Locations.
Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!
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Market data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Market Data
On the market  (July 2016)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 2/48 - - - 6/43 13/332 2/13

$150,000–$199,999 8/40 10/58 - 1/47 13/42 44/42 19/53

$200,000–$299,999 25/46 47/50 35/45 52/62 58/58 135/58 77/79

$300,000–$399,999 9/59 36/54 52/52 52/62  45/117 110/71 96/60

$400,000–$499,999 4/64 33/58 43/52 25/80 12/144 49/119  49/95

$500,000–$599,999 4/120 19/85 31/77  29/168 9/308 25/16 33/107

$600,000–$799,999 19/79 30/70 51/77 22/108 6/45   24/124 40/106

$800,000–$999,999 7/81 14/56 27/81 10/70 -  23/92 24/107

$1 million + 46/161 21/81 61/142 3/156 1/104 10/65 67/129

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold   July  2015 vs.  July 2016

+33%

-11%

+24% -5.3%

-30%

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

1488

45

-0.2%

+8.6%

REAL ESTATE

Benders Landing is a single-family 
community in Spring that features 
over 700 homes nestled in the woods. 
The community is in proximity to the 
Hardy Toll Road and I-45 while also 
minutes away from The Woodlands. 
The subdivision also features a fitness 
center, tennis and basketball courts, and 
lakeside parks with playgrounds.

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

Benders Landing, 77386

4206 Maple Rapids Lane  $725,000

5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  5,087 sq. ft.
Agent: Jacquelyn Hayes  936-661-5440 
Coldwell Banker United-Lake Conroe Branch

27031 Star Gazer Way  $599,000

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  3,823 sq. ft.
Agent: Christine Richards  832-866-6122 
Keller Williams Realty The Woodlands

4019 Amberlee Court  $578,900

4 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  4,190 sq. ft.
Agent: Elizabeth Henry  281-444-3900 
Keller Williams Realty Professionals

27435 Whispering Maple Way $550,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,788 sq. ft.
Agent: Elisa Carswell  713-206-8345 
Carswell Real Estate Co. Inc.

Recent listings

Square footage: 2,823-9,561

Home values: $440,000-$838,000

Amenities: playgrounds, walking trails, 
shopping centers

Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway Elementary 
School, Cox Intermediate School, York Junior 
High School, Oak Ridge North High School)

Property taxes (in dollars):

Montgomery County  0.4800 
Montgomery County Hospital   0.0700 
Lone Star College   0.1100 
Emergency Service District 8  0.0900 
Conroe ISD    1.2800

Total (per $100 value) 2.0300

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

*As of 7/27/16

72

Homes on 
the market*

$14,496

Median annual 
property taxes

$680,000

Median 
home value

129

Average days on 
the market*

17

Homes under 
contract*

$162.45

Median price 
per square foot

THE WOODLANDS
63 Quail Rock Pl. | $825,000

WOODFOREST
112 Grand Marion Way | $610,000

NEW
 

LISTING!

NEW
 

LISTING!

HALEY GARCIA | Broker Associate | 281.701.6174 | haley@haleygarcia.com 
heritagetexas.com

JACOBS RESERVE
2474 Garden Falls | $300,000

®

NEW
 

LISTING!
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*As of 7/27/16

LOCAL AMENITIES NEARBY DEVELOPMENT FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

The Spring Creek Broadstone Harmony Apartments
The Spring Creek shopping center features 
some of the following businesses at Rayford 
Road and the Grand Parkway:

• American Hair Works
• Bao’s Cafe Chinese Restaurant
• H-E-B
• Massage Heights
• Tender Touch Pedi-Spa & Nails
• Twin Liquors

Number of units: 310
Square footage: 647-1,455
Unit features*: 
• Attached one- and two-car garages 

available 
• 10-foot ceilings 
• Wood-style flooring
• Full-size washer & dryer
• Wraparound balcony

Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 1-5 p.m.

Listed one-bedroom starting price range: 
647 sq. ft.: $1,100
703 sq. ft.: $1,125
748 sq. ft.: $1,150
792 sq. ft.: $1,190
826 sq. ft.: $1,335
839 sq. ft.: $1,445
Listed two-bedroom starting price range: 
1,036 sq. ft.: $1,400
1,153 sq. ft.: $1,450
1,184 sq. ft.: $1,490
1,273 sq. ft.: $1,580
Listed three-bedroom starting price range:
1,408 sq. ft.: $1,805

*All features vary by unit

2625 Harmony Park Crossing, Spring 
855-867-0836
www.broadstoneharmony.com

Liberty Park in Benders Landing features 
a playground area for children of all ages, 
a large pavilion with covered picnic tables, 
tennis and basketball courts and a scenic 
1.1-mile pathway along a lake. The park 
is intended for the use of Benders Landing 
residents and their guests. It has a jogging 
trail as well as scenic overlooks.

Peckinpaugh Preserve is adjacent to 
the Riley Fuzzel Road bridge. Spring Creek 
forms the southern boundary of the 25-acre 
wooded preserve and a canoe launch has 
opened at the end of Old Riley Fuzzel Road. 
The preserve is an important migratory stop 
for waterfowl, shorebirds and songbirds.

99

Rayford Rd.

Discovery Creek
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No time to make your money work?
These rates work for you.

1.20 APY**

%
10-Month Smart CD

Minimum balance required to obtain APY

$500,000 +1.16% APY*

$250K - $499,999991.11% APY*

$100K - $249,999991.06% APY*

Money Market Account

More CD rates and flexible terms 
available to meet your savings needs at 

www.mercantilcb.com Woodlands Banking Center

1735 Research Forest Drive
Shenandoah, TX 77380
(281) 520-3002

Jack Johnson
Vice President/Texas Market

Member
FDIC

Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 06/03/16. Rates are subject to change without notice. This is a tiered rate account and the rate of interest depends on the balance in the account: Balances from 
$50,000 - $99,999.99 receive 0.75% APY; balances from $25,000 - $49,999.99 receive 0.70% APY; $10,000 - $24,999.99 receive 0.65% APY; balances from $5,000 - $9,999.99 receive 0.25% APY; balances from $100 - 
$4,999.99 receive 0.20% APY. Stated APY’s are valid only for Personal account customers. Certain restrictions and fees may apply. Fees could reduce earnings. Please refer to the Personal Checking and Savings 
Accounts brochure and the Miscellaneous Service Fees for Personal, Commercial and Corporate Accounts brochure. Customer must be a citizen or resident alien of the United States (U.S.) with a valid U.S. taxpayer 
identification number.
**Domestic accounts only. Advertised rate applies only to accounts opened at a Mercantil Commercebank Banking Center location. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 05/27/16. To take advantage of this 
offer, CD must be opened commencing 05/27/16 with new funds deposited to Mercantil Commercebank. The minimum balance to open an account and obtain the advertised APY is $10,000 up to a maximum of 
$500,000. Stated APY is valid for Personal and Business account customers. Individual customers must be citizens or resident aliens of the United States (U.S.) with a valid U.S. Taxpayer identification number. 
Advertised rate is subject to change without notice. Penalties for early withdrawal may be imposed. Fees could reduce earnings on the account.
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The amount of vacant office space in The Woodlands has been on the rise since mid-
2015. However, there are still upcoming office buildings under construction in The 
Woodlands area, including three new facilities that total more than 286,000 combined 
square feet, 20 percent of which is pre-leased.

This chart shows the rental rate amounts per square foot per year for office space in The 
Woodlands.  

This chart displays the amount of office square footage leased per year in  
The Woodlands.

This chart shows the percentage of vacant office space in The Woodlands over a five-
year period. 

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE UPDATE  OFFICE SPACE
The Woodlands Office Market  |  Second Quarter 2016

Vacancy rate

Rental rate Square feet leased

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Market data provided by Caldwell Companies
7904 N. Sam Houston Parkway, fourth floor

Houston, TX 77064
College Station | Houston | The Woodlands

286,203

3

17,757,453
Square feet of total office space

$31.71/SF
Average rental rate

Square feet

Buildings

3,008,847
Square feet of available space

195
Number of buildings 

in inventory

89%
Occupancy rate

110,686
Square feet leased in 

2nd quarter 2016

Under 
construction

By the numbers

Source:  Caldwell Companies analysis of CoStar Group Inc. data; includes class A and B buildings, existing or under construction, with 10,000 SF or greater   
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$24.09/sf Q2 110,686/sf Q2

Compiled by Community Impact Staff

REPRESENTATION
DONE RIGHT.

1400 Woodloch Forest Drive, Suite 140
The Woodlands, TX 77380
281.664.6644   |   CaldwellCos.com

With over 25 years of experience providing expert tenant 

representation services to our customers, you can count 

on Caldwell to find the perfect fit for your office needs.

OFFICE    n   INDUSTRIAL    n   LAND    n   RETAIL

RON ROBERSON, CCIM, SIOR

070-455 Community Impact Ad Woodlands-AUG_MECH.indd   1 8/2/16   12:50 PM
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Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS®  
office nationwide!

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

281.363.2500

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC

Our agents are uniquely certified and trained to 
assist in relocating you or your loved ones

From all of us at  
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

The Woodlands Office

Thank you to all our men and women in BLUE! 
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Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and photo to wdlnews@communityimpact.com. All listings will be 
considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper. 

Commercial properties
Featured listings of active area properties

REAL ESTATE

Properties for lease

1,065 sq. ft.             $34/sq. ft. (gross)
2,937 sq. ft.  $34/sq. ft. (gross) 
Agent: Norman V. Munoz   713-830-2136 
Agency: Colliers International

100-5,000 sq. ft. (executive suites) Withheld 
Agent: Sara Parker   877-734-8795
Agency: Regus

3,750 sq. ft.                $23/sq. ft. nnn* 
Agent: Ross Foldetta    281-466-2880, ext.1
Agency: Foldetta Commercial

4,355 sq. ft.       $36/sq. ft. nnn* 
Agent: Norman V. Munoz                713-830-2136
Agency: Colliers International

9595 Six Pines Drive

6,000-13,460 sq. ft.                   $23/sq. ft. (gross)
Agent: Kevin Barr  281-892-1041
Agency: Mohr Partners Inc

8708 Technology Forest Drive

1,987 sq. ft.  $33/sq. ft. nnn*  
4,503 sq. ft.  $32/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Greg Tilton   713-270-3386
Agency: Transwestern

10,000-25,879 sq. ft.  $22/sq. ft. nnn* 
Agent: Jeff Beard, CCIM  281-367-2220
Agency: J. Beard Real Estate Company

 21 Waterway Ave.

1,545 sq. ft.               $21/sq. ft. nnn*
721 sq. ft.     $21/sq. ft. nnn*
Agent: Michele Ellis-Felder 713-489-1655 
Agency: Gemini Rosemont

26710 I-45 N.  1790 Hughes Landing Blvd.

3

5 86

21

4

7

*nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings
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1400 Woodloch Forest Drive  10101 Woodloch Forest Drive 1610 Woodstead Court 
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1401 Woodlands Parkway, The Woodlands, T X 77380 
281-723-0215 

OJ Bobek  
o j@bobekreal t ygroup.com 

www.BobekReal t yGroup.com

• Tenant Representation
• Office & Retail
• Investment Properties
• Land & Development
• Medical
• Industrial

1001 Medical Plaza Drive The Woodlands, TX 77380 

MEDICAL SPACE AVAILABLE

#220  available July 1
1700 RSF • Reception • Admin • Office • Private RR • Water & Cabinetry 

in all 4 Exams rooms • $18+NNN

ONLY 1 SUITE REMAINING
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ROWING  
FOR A CAUSE
Dragon Boat Team Challenge
THE WOODLANDS FAMILY YMCA 
Presented by Repsol

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES:
• Dodgeball
• Sumo Soccer

SEPTEMBER 22-25

For more information, visit ymcadragonboat.org.

• Obstacle Course
• Party Games

YMCA Mission: To put Judeo-Christian principles into 
practice through programs that build healthy spirit, 
mind and body for all. Everyone is welcome.

Registration deadline is August 31. Limited space availabe.
The high school team bracket will be held Sunday morning.

832.562.2520 | www.crispwoodlands.com

FREE APPETIZER
with Purchase of 2 entrees

up to $15 value with coupon.
Limit one per person. Not valid with other offers. 
Coupon cannot be combined. Expires 9/7/2016

$1000 off
$30 or more with coupon.

Limit one per person. Not valid with other offers. 
Coupons cannot be combined. Expires 9/7/2016

Every Sunday All you can eat BRUNCH BUFFET & Live Music 
$25

2520 Research Forest Drive  
The Woodlands, TX 77381

(at Research Forest Dr. between Grogans Mill & Gosling)



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

SAVE MONEY!
HVAC Repairs Healthy Air Air ConditioningHeating

Low interest, cut fuel bills, special 
rebates, worry-free warranties.

GREAT FINANCING

1-844-Get-Cool 
(1-844-438-2665)

www.IntegrityAir.com

Call today for a free home visit!

License # TACLB49330E
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One of the best and healthiest seafood 
restaurants in The Woodlands

Smart fresh Seafood

fishandcamaron.com • (713) 389-5363

9950 Woodlands Pkwy, Ste 450 
The Woodlands, TX

restaurants in The Woodlands

New location 
coming soon!

25219 Kuykendahl Plaza, Ste G150
The Woodlands, TX

2978
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Woodlands Pkwy.

15% OFF
your order, up to $50! 

One coupon per customer. Expires  8/31/16

100 %
FREE

Your source for local community news & information. 
And, as always, it’s...

Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.
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12/31/2016

Hours: Mon. – Sat. 6 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Sun. 7 A.M. – 2 P.M.

Ask about our catering services
Order your party trays today

Order gift cards onlineFranchises Available • Order online at KolacheFactoryToGo.com

25% OFF 
Any Dozen Kolaches
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 9/14/16. WDL-92

Minimum 45 minute advance notice required for discount.  
Substitutions may result in higher price. Standard Party  
Tray feeds 15-20 people. Does not include croissants or  

specialties. One coupon per customer. Valid only at  
Research Forest Drive. Cannot be combined with any  

other offer. Offer expires 9/14/16. WDL-92

Now Open at  
1500 Research Forest Drive  

at Six Pines! 281-419-5537

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 9/14/16. WDL-92

FREE Sausage & 
Cheese Kolache

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 

Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 
Offer expires 9/14/16. WDL-92

With any purchase.
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 9/14/16. WDL-92

FREE  
Espresso Drink 

Of equal or lesser value.

Buy 1 Sweet &  
Get 1 Sweet FREE
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at 
Research Forest Drive. Not valid for online ordering. 

Offer expires 9/14/16. WDL-92

127 A Sawdust Rd. • The Woodlands 
281-292-1133

1351-D W. Davis • Conroe
936-539-2050 

17739 US 249 • Willowbrook
832-237-2200

$10.00 OFF  
A Party Tray

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 9/14/16. WDL-92

KOLACHES FREE

Buy 3 Get 3  
OR Buy 6 Get 6

Excludes Specialty items such as Croissants and Polish Varieties. 
  One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  Cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 9/14/16. WDL-92
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26797 HANNA RD., STE. 3, OAK RIDGE NORTH, TX 77385
HEALHTYFIGURESHOUSTON.COM

$50 Off
INITIAL VISIT

• EAT NORMAL FOODS
• USE PATENTED FAT-BURNERS
 AND BLOCKERS
• FDA-APPROVED APPETITE
 SUPPRESSANT
• ALL NATURAL AMINO ACIDS

FINALLY A WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM THAT 
TRULY WORKS AND IS AFFORDABLE.

BEFORE AFTER

JORDAN LOST 20.4 POUNDS 
AND 21 INCHES IN 7 WEEKS!

GIVE US A CALL! 281.419.7222
WE MEDICALLY MONITOR YOUR PROGRESS AND MAY BE COVERED BY YOUR INSURANCE.

THE HOLIDAY’S ARE QUICKLY APPROACHING! 
START PREPARING NOW!

KICK METABOLISM
INTO HIGH GEAR

Think of it as a spare tire, 
for your home!
When you need it, you’ll be glad it’s there.

Safety. Security. Comfort. 

CGC Generators
SERVING YOU SINCE 1982
281-446-1597

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SPECIAL
LIMITED TIME OFFER!

4747 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77381

(281) 362-9111

Research Forest Dr.

Gos
ling Rd.

Shado
w

bend Pl.

$1.00 OFF
any purchase of $10.00 or more.  

Not valid with any other offers

TRY OUR NEW 

BANANA PUDDING 

AND CHOCOLATE 

HAZELNUT 
FLAVOR! 

Over 27 homemade fl avors 
available on a daily basis!
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1500 Research Forest Drive, #100
The Woodlands. TX 77381

  Research Forest Dr.   
   H
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45

LARGE PIZZA 
$9.95

Make it your own pizza.
Expires 9/7/16.

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

281-651-5194 • www.windycitygrillandpizza.com

CHICAGO STYLE PIZZA • ITALIAN BEEF SANDWICHES • HOT DOGS

Mon-Thur 11am - 9am | Fri - Sat 11am - 10pm | Sun 11am - 8pm 

Home-cooked Mediterranean and Greek Cuisine will delight your senses at Lama 
Mediterranean Cuisine, located in The Woodlands, TX. Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere 

in our new, larger and nicer location! 
Dine in our outdoor patio area or one of our Private Rooms available.

Hookas and Shisha available, with a wide-range of flavors to choose from.
Enjoy the pleasant scent and calming eff ects.

Place an order for pick-up or dine-in.

BEST 
LAMB 
CHOPS 

IN TOWN!

$9.95
 Rotisserie Chicken

Whole chicken order only. 
Must present coupon. One coupon per 

person. Dine in only. 6pm - 9pm. 
Expires 9/7/16

20% OFF
any entree!

Must present coupon. One coupon per 
person. Dine in only. 6pm - 9pm. 

Expires 9/7/16

Si
x P

in
es

 D
r.

Holly Hill Dr.

Research Forest  Dr.

(281) 292-5262 | www.lamacuisine.com | 1644 Research Forest Dr | The Woodlands, TX 77381

MAKING HOUSTON BEAUTIFUL

MODERNSALON • DAYSPA.COM

13176 WEST LAKE HOUSTON 
PKWY., SUITE # 8

HOUSTON, TX 77044
832.876.0533

15202 MASON RD. #300
CYPRESS, TX 77433

832.653.5826

469 FM 1488
CONROE, TX 77384

936.273.4471

9635 N. HOUSTON ROSSLYN RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77088

713.896.4247

10490 HUFFMEISTER RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77065

281.807.4247

Wood & Fiberglass  
Door Refinishing

• Quality In-Shop Restoration
• Beautiful Secure Loaner Door
• Maintenance Service Available 

We also refinish:
• Garage Doors
• Window Frames
• Shutters

713.861.2081   www.restoreyourdoor.com

 $50 Off!  
With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expiration 9/7/16

Serving Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Tomball, Magnolia, Katy, and Now Serving THE WOODLANDS

HIGH QUALITY & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Sewer, Gas and Water line - Repair and Replace • Water Line Repiping • Water Heater Service and 
Installations Repair, Replace Kitchen and Bath Faucets • Install Whole House Softeners and Filtration 
Systems • Replace Shower Base and Tubs • Repair, Replace Toilets, Disposals, and more • Backfl ow 

Preventers Installation • Perform Gas Test • Camera and Line Locators • Hydrostatic Testing • Hydro-jet 
High Pressure Services • Sample Wells

CY P R E S S 281-256-2239
HO U STO N 346-319-2029

www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured  License #13044

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
RESIDENTIAL AND 

COMMERCIAL SERVICES.

NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER 
HOURS OR WEEKENDS.

WE OFFER 24/7 EMERGENCY 
PLUMBING SERVICES

CALL TODAY FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
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See our process at www.GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com

Quality Service Since 1993

281-255-0024
212 E. MAIN ST. TOMBALL, TX 77375

www.GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com

RUG CLEANING • RUG REPAIR  • PET ODOR REMOVAl
PROTECTIVE COATING

CUSTOM FIT RUG PAD  • MOTH GUARD

2 0 %  C a s h  &  C a r r y
D i s c o u n t

R U G   C L E A N I N G free
pick up and  delivery

call for details

Check out our state-of-the-art  facilities! 

WWW.AMERICANRUGCLEANING.COM

WE CLEAN ORIENTAL RUGS

Up to a $200 dollar value. Restrictions apply.  

 Other services available: carpet cleaning - tile cleaning - upholstery cleaning

“Spot” leaves spots....let us 
clean your oriental rug

Quality Service Since 1993Quality Service Since 1993Quality Service Since 1993Quality Service Since 1993Quality Service Since 1993Quality Service Since 1993

A PROSTEEM Company

Cash or Check Only

JEI The Woodlands West
8008 Ashlane way, Suite 120
The Woodlands, TX 77382
thewoodlandswest@jeilearning.com
(832) 663-6446

GET AHEAD 
OF YOUR CLASS
WITH PERSONALIZED LEARNING

JEIJEI The Woodlands WestThe Woodlands WestThe Woodlands West

WITH PERSONALIZED LEARNINGWITH PERSONALIZED LEARNING

thewoodlandswest.jeilearning.com

Enroll FREE for a limited time!

AUG 13TH & 27TH 
10am-4pm

OPEN HOUSE

EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET 
WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!

CUISINE OF INDIA

SITAR
FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM

Next door to us, we have
INDIA GOURMET SPICES 
grocery store for all your Indian/Pakistan/
Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, lentils, 
fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table. 

$5 OFF$5 OFF

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(281) 364-0200
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Your choice of 1/2 sandwich and 1/2 salad or soup. 
Served with chips, garlic fries or coleslaw for $10.00

Join us for
    PICK TWO Lunch
      Create your favorite combination!

Located inside the Holiday Inn & Suites Hotel 
19333 David Memorial Drive 
Shenandoah - The Woodlands
281.298.2800
johnnysitaliansteakhouse.com
Follow us:
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Buy one item 
get one item

(Of equal or lesser value with this coupon. Excludes alcohol. Expires 9/8/16.)

FREE

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner - Beer - Wine
Table Service, Carry Out or Drive Thru 

Happy Hour Monday thru Friday 4-7PM

Live Music
August 10th 6-9PM - Justin LeBlanc
August 24th 6-9PM - Justin And Jeremy

Fabulous coffee and so much more!

26817 Interstate 45 N
Conveniently located just south of Woodlands Parkway next to

Ditco Tile and just before Longhorn Steakhouse.

Call us today at 
281.602.3839

The more your child comes in this 
summer, the better off they will be 
when school starts.

We have a clear four-part mission for 
every child who studies with us:

Jump Ahead with Back-to-School TutoringJump Ahead with Back-to-School Tutoring

thewoodlands.tutoringcentercom

Stronger academic skills in reading, writing and math

Better concentration, focus and attention span

Confi dence and motivation

Stronger test-taking and study skills

$150 OFF
a $150 value

Schedule a 
FREE Diagnostic Exam!

any of our Programs!

Must schedule before August 31st.

Must enroll before August 31st.

Tutoring for grades K-12
Pre-Algebra • Algebra I • Geometry • Algebra II

Reading • Math • Writing • Study Skills

Premium Home Detaling Services

832-370-3303 • www.mikeshandyhouston.com • mikes.handy.houston@gmail.com  

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE

FREE
SIDEWALK DETAIL

with purchase of a Driveway Detail

FREE
FLAT SURFACE CLEANING
with purchase of a Whole Home Detailing

Mike's Handy is not just a pressure washing 
company; We are whole home detailers.Any-
body can go and buy a pressure washer and 
splash water around on your home, we take 
it much further than that. We offer a premium 
home detailing service which includes;
• Wiping every door and banister railing
• Cleaning eaves and overhangs
• Removing debris from gutters
• Bathing wood and custom ceilings
• Detailing outdoor fans
• Detailing carriage lights
• Interior and exterior window cleaning
• Chandelier cleaning
• Changing tough to reach light bulbs
• Detailing patios and Gazebos
• Drive ways and sidewalks
• Parks and recreation areas
• Commercial buildings

Whole Home 
Detailing

Decks & 
Patios

Outdoor 
Areas

Pools
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202 Sawdust Road #115 
Spring, TX 77380 

Behind HEB @ I45 and Sawdust Rd. 

281 298 5570 

 

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm;  Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm 

 

–

N A M A S T E  
Indian Restaurant  

Open daily for lunch buffet
11:00am-3:00pm

($10.99)

LUNCH BUFFETT - DINNER - TAKEOUT - CATERING

N A M A S T E
Indian Restaurant

202 Sawdust Road #115
Spring, TX 77380

Behind HEB @ I45 and Sawdust Rd.

281 298 5570

Lunch Buffet 11:00am to 3:00pm: Al a carte Dinner 5:00pm to 10:00pm

NOW 

SERVING 

BEER AND 

WINE!     2 FOR $20 
Includes 2 entrees, rice and naan.

Add lamb, goat or seafood for $2ea.
Dinner Only. Limit 1 coupon per table. Coupon must be 

presented at time of purchase. not valid with any other o� er.
Expires 9/7/16

LUNCH SPECIAL!    
$5.99 TAKE-OUT BOX 

Includes 2 vegetarian or chicken items, rice and naan. 
Add lamb, goat or seafood for extra $2ea.

Celebrating our 1 year anniversary!

The Woodlands
10868 Kuykendahl Road, Suite B 

The Woodlands, TX 77381 
(281) 419-8026

 
We Deliver  |  NothingBundtCakes.com 

Brightening 
days daily.

5$
off

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

a $30 purchase

67 7 7  WOODLANDS PKWY at KUYKENDAHL (HEB)
(281) 419.3339 • Franchise opportunities available

SMART PARENTS SHOP

KID TO KID
Shop the best selection of back-to-school clothes! Plus, earn cash or 30% 

more in store credit for outgrown items. We buy all seasons all year.
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In business since 1994 with 18 locations including San Antonio, 

Austin, Bee Cave & McKinney in Dallas

Hrs. 10am - 6pm M-Sat./12pm-5pm Sundays

woodlands@hccenter.com

www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com

The Woodlands
27820 I45 North, Conroe, TX

281.367.0420



THE WOODLANDS EDITION

Open Sunday 10am-8pm | 713-358-4500
I-45 Just North Of Louetta in between the
 99 Grand Parkway and Beltway 8
FreHaasToyota.com
Hablamos Español En Todos Los Departamentos!
We Speak 18 Languages!

SERVICE CENTER OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK!

2014

2015

OR

OUR GOAL IS TO
SAVE EVERY BUYER $2,000!1

OVER 2,000 NEW TOYOTAS
IN STOCK AT FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM

2 YEARS NO COST MAINTENANCE2

*Claim based on Total Retail Sales volume per GST 2015 for Fred Haas Toyota World. **Claim based on Total Dealer Stock volume per GST 2015 for Fred Haas Toyota World. Vehicle O�ers exclude tax, title, license, insurance & $150 dealer fee, with approved credit. Ends 8/31/16; Lease with 12,000 miles per year with $.15 per mile overage; early termination fees may apply. O�ers mutually exclusive. 2016 EPA Highway Estimates, actual mileage may 
vary; O�ers mutually exclusive (1)O� MSRP provided by dealer (2) Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25,000 miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental US and Alaska. (3)$139 per Month, 24 Month closed-end lease with $4,069 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $139 with approved credit. $0 security; Model 
2532, Stock 6137, MSRP $24,195, $23,026 Net Capitalized cost; $3,336 total monthly payments; $900 TFS Cash; Residual $15,727; 0% APR 72 Months based on $13.89/$1,000 financed with approved credit, $2,500 Customer Cash provided by Toyota mutually exclusive  (4) Lease o�ers based on 24 month closed-end lease; $0 security, 12k miles/year with $.15 per mile overage; Early termination fees may apply; $3,446 due at signing excluding 
tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $99. $0 security; Model 1832, Stock 8242, MSRP $18,720, $18,456 Net Capitalized cost; $2,376 total monthly payments; $1,000 TFS Cash; Residual $12,917; 0% APR 72 Months based on $13.89/$1,000 financed with Tier 1+ approved credit; O�ers mutually exclusive; $2,500 Customer Cash provided by Toyota mutually exclusive (5)Lease o�ers based on 24 month closed-end lease; 
$0 security, 12k miles/year with $.15 per mile overage; Early termination fees may apply; $3,258 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $169. $0 security; Model 4430, Stock 3612, MSRP $25,310, $24,639 Net Capitalized cost; $4,056 total monthly payments; $600 TFS Cash; Residual $17,717; 0% APR with Tier 1+ approved credit based on $16.67 per $1,000 financed;  $1,000 Customer Cash provided 
by Toyota mutually exclusive (7)Lease o�er based on 24 month closed-end lease; $0 security, 12k miles/year with $.15 per mile overage; Early termination fees may apply;$4,948 due at signing excluding tax, title, license, $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $199. $0 Security; Model 8239, Stock 4461, MSRP $30,060, $28,009 Net Capitalized Cost; $4,776 total monthly payments with approved credit; Residual $21,643; 0% APR available 
with approved credit 60 Months based on $16.67/$1,0000 financed only on New 2016 Tundra Special Edition Models; 1,250 Toyota Customer Cash plus $2,000 Special Edition Bonus Cash provided by Toyota equals $3,250 Bonus Cash mutually exclusive  (8)Lease o�ers based on 24 month closed-end lease; $0 security, 12k miles/year with $.15 per mile overage; Early termination fees may apply; $129 per Month, 24 Month closed-end lease with 
$3,559 due at signing excluding tax, title, license & $150 dealer fee & 1st month’s payment of $129. $0 security; Model 7162, Stock 9281, MSRP $22,545, $22,001 Initial Capitalized cost; $3,096 total monthly payments; Residual $18,036; 1.9% APR with approved credit mutually exclusive; Ends 8.31.16 (9) Prices reflect used units; Excludes tax, tag, title, license & $150 dealer fee; Example 2016 Used RAV4 LE Stock 5925; Example Price Point 
2016 Used Tacoma Stock 7152 valid while supplies last; Example Price Point 2016 Used Tundra Stock 3257 valid while supplies last; Example 2016 Used Corolla LE Stock 1225 valid while supplies last; Example 2016 Used Camry Stock 5234

$129/MO
24 MO LEASE

$199/MO
24 MO LEASE

7

8

NEW 2016 TACOMA ACCESS CAB
AUTO 4X2 SR SEVERAL TO CHOOSE! 

NEW 2016 TUNDRA DOUBLE CAB
4.6L SR V8  OVER 300 TO CHOOSE!

OR

1.9%
APR

$139NEW 2016 CAMRY LE

OVER 300 TO CHOOSE!

/MO
3

37 MPG HWY

35 MPG HWY

NEW 2016 COROLLA L AUTO /MO$9924 MO LEASE

24 MO LEASE

24 MO LEASE

SEVERAL TO CHOOSE!

NEW 2016 RAV4 LE /MO$169SEVERAL TO CHOOSE!

31 MPG HWY
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Non-factory warranty. See dealer for complete details. Good only at participating dealers.

USED CAR HOTLINE 1-800-574-6047 FREE CARFAX REPORT

SHOP OVER 600 PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

NATIONWIDE LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY

GO TO FREDHAASTOYOTAWORLD.COM & CLICK PRE-OWNED!

WHEN YOU BUY FROM FRED HAAS, WE’LL MAKE IT THE BEST CAR BUYING EXPERIENCE YOU’VE EVER HAD...WE GUARANTEE IT!

Everything is Clearance Priced!

NUMBER 1 FOR A REASON 
WE KNOW PRICE 
SELLS CARS!

PRICE MAKES US #1* | PRICE KEEPS US #1*

$17,777
2016 CAMRYS

$14,777
2016 COROLLAS

$21,777
2016 RAV4 LE

$24,777
2016 TUNDRAS

$20,777
2016 TACOMAS

9

0%APR
72
MONTHS

OR

0%APR
72
MONTHS

OR

0%APR
60
MONTHS

OR

0%APR
60
MONTHS

OR

$1,000
CUSTOMER

CASH

OR

$1,500
CUSTOMER

CASH

OR

$2,500
CUSTOMER

CASH

OR

$3,250
BONUS CASH

OR

PREOWNED PREOWNED PREOWNED

PREOWNEDPREOWNED


