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By Stephen Garcia
As Pearland continues to add to its population, city 

officials are working to attract and retain employees to 
deal with growing pains.

From July 2014 to July 2015, Pearland was the sev-
enth-fastest growing city in the country, according to 
the U.S. Census Bureau. The rapid growth has caused 
the city to more than triple its staff since 2000. As a 

result, the city is undergoing a compensation and classi-
fication study to compare its employee structure to sim-
ilar municipalities, officials said.

The study—which is expected to take four to 
five months to complete—will provide data and 

Rapid population growth strains staff; contractors used for supplemental services
Pearland targets city employee retention with compensation study

SBDC assists in launching local ventures
By Jake Snyder

Pearland residents David and 
Tracy Gottfried had a dream to 
open their own business. The 
couple, like thousands in the 
region, used the Small Business 
Development Center at San 
Jacinto College to get their ven-
ture in the city off the ground.

During the fiscal year 2014-
15, the regional office of the 
SBDC at SJC—America’s SBDC 
Texas Gulf Coast Network—
created 5,333 jobs, according 
to  a third-party survey. In 2016, 
SBDC at SJC Business Advisor 
Gary Bucek said his center alone 
has created 250 new jobs.

“We had our business plan,” 
David Gottfried said. “We had 

our numbers. We had all of our 
materials. We went down and 
met with Gary and he reviewed 
all of that and gave us a lot of 
feedback. It really felt like Gary 
would provide that indepen-
dent, no-dog-in-the-fight type 
of opinion for us.”

The regional SBDC office has 
also raised $80 million in capi-
tal—small-business loans and 
business owner contributions—
for clients in 2016 to date, Bucek 
said. The SJC office has raised 
more than $13 million in capital 
this year through the end of July. 

Carol Artz-Bucek, Pearland 
Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent and CEO, said the growth 

See Small business | 26

See Study | 29

Number of small 
businesses on the 
rise in Pearland area
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BAKFISH Brewing Co., which opened in March, is one of a growing number of locally owned businesses in Pearland.
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There’s nothing like bringing 
a new life into the world.
It’s a precious gift,
and an awesome responsibility.
One that begins well before birth.

At Texas Children’s,
we’ve delivered the finest possible care
to babies for more than 60 years.

Our nationally renowned experts
have treated the most complex cases,
again and again and again.

No matter what level of care you may need,
there’s nowhere else you’d rather be. 

Learn more about our OBGYN services in Pearland 

at women.texaschildrens.org/Pearland.

Here for life.

© 2016 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. PFW827_052716
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EXPERT JOINT REPLACEMENT 
TO ACCELERATE YOUR 
RECOVERY
At Houston Methodist Hospital, joint replacement with our  
Rapid Recovery program gets you back to the activities  
you love — faster. We personalize this comprehensive 
approach to your body’s specific needs, while also 
managing your recovery process before, during and after 
surgery. Designed by our joint replacement specialists to 
reduce pain and shorten recovery time, it’s a better way to 
leave joint pain behind.

Begin your road to recovery today — learn more at 
houstonmethodist.org/rapidrecovery or call  
713.441.9000 for a physician referral.
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
My family and I 

recently returned from 
a fun, relaxing and 
much-needed vacation 
in California. As we pre-
pared to return to Texas, 
my oldest daughter 
mentioned she missed 
home. My youngest 
daughter—who has 
never seen “The Wizard 
of Oz”—quipped, “There 
is no place like home, 

mommy!” They are so right. We love our town, and 
we are so happy to be home. 

Our top cover story this month focuses on small 
businesses and franchises in the area and why some 
local owners decided to start ventures in Pearland. 
Also on the cover, we look at how Pearland city staff 
is dealing with the population surge.

The landscape of Pearland and Friendswood has 
been ever evolving to adapt as best it can to the 
growth in the area. We touch on some challenges 

from that development on Page 17 with details 
of infrastructure projects in the Old Townsite. 
In Friendswood ISD, residents will vote on an 
increased tax rate in September. On Page 13, we 
provide information on the proposed rate and the 
circumstances that led to the election. 

Pearland has come together as a community in 
light of the tragic losses of Pearland police officer 
Endy Ekpanya as well as long-standing Pearland 
ISD trustee Virgil Gant this summer. Read more 
about Gant and his numerous contributions to the 
city on Page 23.

With summer coming to a close, I hope we can 
enjoy a cool and crisp fall. This month, we put 
together a Fall Festivities Guide on Page 25, which 
highlights some local and regional events to make 
the most of the season.
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 » MRI, CT, Ultrasound, LAB

...and Much More!

ABSOLUTELY NO WAIT!

10900 Gulf Fwy., Houston, TX 77034 
(713) 947-2232

Edgebrook 
Dr.

45Gulf 
Fwy.

SOUTHEAST HOUSTON LOCATION

1851 Pearland Pkwy., Pearland, TX 77581
(281) 749-1717

Pearland 8

NEW! PEARLAND LOCATION
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IMPACTSIMPACTS
The ice cream is then made in front 
of patrons. Doeun, who is also a 
personal trainer, said Chop Ice 
Cream caters to special dietary needs. 
832-328-7077. www.instagram.com/
chopicecream

8  Jimmy Changas will open its 
first Pearland location Sept. 13 at 
3515 Business Center Drive. A sister 
concept of Gringo’s Mexican Kitchen, 
Jimmy Changas will offer Tex-Mex 
cuisine—including fajitas, burritos 
and tacos—in addition to a full bar 
and specialty drinks. The restaurant 
will feature “Jimmy’s Jungle,” an on-
site children’s playground.  
www.funtexmex.com

9  Co-owners Paul and Lucrecia 
Davis will open Kid ‘N Play Indoor 
Play Center on Sept. 1 at 9515 W. 
Broadway St., Ste. 101, Pearland. 
The business will allow children to 
play roles that include firefighter and 
restaurant owner in an interconnected 
model city. Parents can interact 
with children as Kid ‘N Play aims to 
provide an environment for learning 
through purposeful play.  
www.kidnplaytx.com

10  Owner Tom Tran will open 
Milano Nails Spa on Sept. 1 at 
12567 W. Broadway St., Ste. 123, 
Pearland. The spa provides manicures, 
pedicures, facials, waxing and 
massage services. Tran said upon 
opening, the spa will offer a free 
manicure or pedicure to the first 60 
customers. 832-726-2292

Relocations

11  Condor Auto Care Center 
relocated its shop to 7929 W. 
Broadway St., Pearland, on July 28. 
The shop, previously located at 6905 
W. Broadway St., Ste. 103, Pearland, 
offers a variety of auto services, such 
as brakes, engine and transmission 
repairs in addition to diagnostic tests. 
281-485-8913

12  The Pearland Economic 
Development Corporation relocated 
its offices to 11233 Shadow Creek 
Parkway. Ste. 235, Pearland, on 
Aug. 5. Previously located on the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake 
Pearland campus at 1200 Pearland 
Parkway, Pearland, the PEDC 
will be in the new office space for 
approximately one year, officials 
said. A new permanent office will be 
built at Pearland City Hall as part of 

Now Open

1  Hooters opened its first Pearland 
location Aug. 8 at 15838 S. Hwy. 288. 
The 6,400-square-foot restaurant 
features a prototype design that 
includes an outdoor patio. Hooters 
also has a centrally located bar with 
32 beers on tap. The Atlanta-based 
restaurant chain offers a variety of 
chicken wings, burgers and seafood. 
713-436-0108. www.hooters.com

2  Tang’s Kitchen opened July 29 
at 2975 Kingsley Drive, Ste. 139, 
Pearland. The restaurant offers a 
variety of Chinese and Japanese 
cuisine, including sweet and sour 
chicken, pepper steak, broccoli beef 
and egg rolls. Tang’s Kitchen offers 
delivery service and online ordering.  
713-340-3188. www.tangskitchen.net

3  Owner Thomas Thongnim opened 
Olivia’s Donut Shoppe on July 19 
at 12810 W. Broadway St., Ste. 120, 
Pearland. The shop offers a variety of 
breakfast items, including doughnuts, 

kolaches, croissants and biscuit 
sandwiches. Olivia’s Donut Shoppe 
also sells beverages, including coffee, 
juice options and soda. 346-754-5924

4  UFC Gym opened Aug. 8 at  
8201 W. Broadway St., Ste. 181, 
Pearland. General Manager Cal 
Adams and Assistant GM Nick 
Martin oversee operation of the gym, 
which offers a variety of martial arts 
and fitness classes. UFC Gym offers 
mixed martial arts, Brazilian jiujitsu, 
muay thai and technical boxing. 
Other classes include daily ultimate 
training, plyometrics and kickboxing. 
Membership includes access to all 
classes. 281-973-4287.  
www.ufcgym.com/pearland

5  Smile Village Dental Care 
opened July 25 at 12810 W. Broadway 
St., Ste. 110, Pearland. Pearland 
resident Dr. Deanna Davis has served 
the Greater Houston area for more 
than 11 years. Smile Village offers 
dental services, including cleaning, 
periodontal disease treatment, 

extractions, Invisalign and whitening. 
832-230-3349.  
www.smilevillagedentalcare.com

Coming Soon

6  Elevation Dental will open Aug. 
22 at 2975 Kingsley Drive, Ste. 127, 
Pearland. The privately-owned clinic 
will launch with one dentist, Dr. 
Etasam Khan, and may add more 
as the practice grows. Elevation 
Dental will offer general dentistry 
services, such as cleaning, X-rays and 
whitening. The practice will also offer 
orthodontic and endodontic services 
on a case-by-case basis. 281.506.7987.  
www.elevationdentaltx.com

7  Owner Tony Doeun will open 
Chop Ice Cream on Aug. 20 in the 
Pearland Town Center. Located 
at 11200 W. Broadway St., Ste. 
1050, Pearland, the shop will offer 
handcrafted ice cream. Customers 
can choose from a selection of dairy 
bases, such as whole or almond milk, 
in addition to ice cream flavors. 
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Compiled by Stephen Garcia  
and Jake Snyder  

News or questions about Pearland or Friendswood? 
Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.com

the facility’s renovation and systems 
upgrade project. 281-997-3000.  
www.pearlandedc.com

New Ownership

13  Hassan Alawieh took ownership 
of Wing Zone on Aug. 1. Located at 
2811 Business Center Drive, Ste. 113, 
Pearland, the Atlanta-based restaurant 
franchise chain offers chicken wings, 
chicken tenders, buffalo shrimp and 
salads in addition to a variety of 
chicken sandwiches and hamburgers. 
Wing Zone offers 14 chicken wing 
sauces, including Nuclear Habanero, 
Smokin’ Q and Buffalo Bliss.  
713-436-9464. www.wingzone.com

Anniversaries

14  Allegro Pearland Academy of 
Music celebrated its fifth anniversary 
in July. Located at 5205 W. Broadway 
St., Ste. 142, Pearland, Allegro offers 
voice and music lessons for a variety 
of instruments, including piano, 
violin and guitar. Private lessons can 
be conducted at home or in studio. 
Allegro is also the home of the 
Pearland Children’s Chorus and hosts 
a winter and spring recital for its 

music students. 713-614-6679  
www.allegroacademypearland.com

15  O’Farrell Realty celebrated its 
60th anniversary in July. The family-
owned realty company, located at 331 
E. Parkwood Drive, Friendswood, is 
operated by Al O’Farrell. O’Farrell 
Realty offers services in buying, 
selling and building homes in 
addition to providing leasing options.  
281-482-3404. www.ofarrellrealty.com

16  #1 Nails & Spa celebrated its 
10th anniversary in August. Located 
at 10645 W. Broadway St., Ste. 105, 
Pearland, the nail salon offers a 
variety of spa and beauty treatments, 
including American and French 
manicures, pedicures, waxing and 
facials. The salon offers services for 
women and men. 713-436-8599. 
www.number1nailsspa.com

Renovations

17  Golfcrest Country Club, 
located at 2509 Country Club 
Drive, Pearland, will re-open its 
golf course to members Aug. 18 
following a three-month closure for 
improvements and upgrades. The 

renovations include the installation of 
new Bermuda grass on the fairways 
and improvements to the bunkers. 
Golfcrest completed the renovations 
ahead of schedule, officials said. The 
country club is home to more than 
600 members. 281-485-4323.  
www.golfcrestcountryclub.com

Closings
18  Sports Authority closed in May, 
according to Pearland Town Center 
officials. Previously located at  
11200 W. Broadway St., Pearland, the 
Colorado-based sporting goods retail 
franchise chain filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy March 2.

School Notes
The Pearland ISD board of trustees 
unanimously appointed Pam Boegler 
to fill the Position 3 seat vacated by 
Virgil Gant. Gant died in an auto 
accident June 26 near Ozona, Texas. 
Boegler is a former board president 
who served as a trustee from 2010 
through this May. Position 3 will be 
on the May 2017 ballot with a term to 
serve until May 2018. 281-485-3203. 
www.pearlandisd.org

Smile Village Dental Care opened July 25.
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O’Farrell Realty celebrated its 60th anniversary.
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Condor Auto Care Center relocated in Pearland.

Ja
ke

 S
ny

d
er

/C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
Im

p
ac

t 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

11

5

15

LONG WAIT TIMES  at the 
walk-in Retail Clinic?

SCHEDULING ISSUES with your
Primary Care Physician?

No appointments necessary, walk-ins welcome.

1111 S Friendswood Dr, Ste 105
Friendswood TX 77546

832-569-4390 • twinoaksurgentcare.com

Treating patients of all ages, our caring 
staff and knowledgeable doctor offer  

services and treatment for:

Animal bites

Back pain

Cold and flu 

X-Ray

Labs

Diagnostic Testing 

Physical Exams

AND MORE!

COME GIVE US A TRY!

L U N C H  |  D I N N E R  |  T A K E O U T  |  D E L I V E R Y

fresh from the wok!

O P E N  7  D A Y S  A  W E E K  1 1 A M - 9 : 3 0 P M

PASADENA LOCATION

281.998.4888
FAIRWAY CENTRE

5869 FAIRMONT PKWY.
PASADENA, TX 77505

PEARLAND LOCATION 

713.991.0888
PEARLAND PARKWAY

8498 S. SAM HOUSTON PKWY., E#700
HOUSTON, TX  77075

STEAMED DISHES AVAILABLE

Let us Cater 
your event!
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Fairmont Pkwy.

Pearland
Friendswood

Pasadenan

8
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45

Fairmont Pkwy.

Fairmont Pkwy.

4545

Fairmont Pkwy.

Fairmont Pkwy.

Fairmont Pkwy.

We deliver to your home or business within 3-miles. $12 order minimum (before taxes, & $1.50 delivery 
fee. $20 order minimum (before taxes) for 3 or more miles & a delivery fee (based on distance) will be 
charged. Orders under $20, an additional $4.50 delivery fee applies. Please contact our store for details. 
*All prices subject to change without notice. Prices are different depending on location.

WE DELIVER! FREE Wifi  for our customers

Connect & like us on
Facebook & Twitter

Excludes alcohol, delivery not included, lunch special not 
included. Expires 9/14/2016.

10% OFF
ENTIRE ORDER
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Ranked one of the top cancer 
centers in the nation for 27 years 
by U.S. News & World Report.

“ Cancer,  
we have you 
surrounded”

Dr. Sunil Patel  |  Cancer Physician

As one of the nation’s top cancer hospitals,  

MD Anderson uses an integrated team approach  

to cancer care. Our physicians and specialists work  

together across locations and disciplines to develop  

custom treatment plans for each patient, giving them  

world-class care all around Houston. Because, at  

MD Anderson, our goal is to end cancer. For good.

Appointments are available at an MD Anderson  

location near you. Call 713-745-9940 or visit 

FindYourMDAnderson.com.
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Acori Diamonds & Design
Friendswood jewelers have over 40 years of experience

BUSINESS FEATURE

By Jake Snyder

Acori Diamonds & Design offers several national brands, including Vahan Jewelry. Diamonds are hand-selected prior to being put in display. Acori also carries earrings by Kendra Scott.

636 S. Friendswood Dr., Friendswood
281-482-4755
www.acori.com
Hours: Tue.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m., closed Sun.-Mon.

Acori Diamonds & Design

S. Friendswood Dr.
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For nearly all of his life, Billy 
Stagner has been good with 
his hands, he said.

A carpenter by trade, the 
co-owner of Acori Diamonds & 
Design in Friendswood entered 
the jewelry business after some 
acquaintances introduced him to the 
industry.

“Prior to starting jewelry work, 
I did carpentry,” Stagner said. “I 
think I was one of the rare teenagers 
who had a 10-inch Craftsman saw. 
I ended up figuring out I could buy 
some gold wire and some pliers, and 
I could figure out how to make cur-
sive names [in the wire] and make 
it into a stick pin. That was my first 
jump into making jewelry.”

Stagner had no formal training 
in the industry but found mentors 
to teach him tricks of the trade. He 
opened Acori in 1975, turning his 
hobby into a business opportunity.

“I ended up finding people [who] 
could educate me,” Stagner said. 
“They weren’t formal [teachers]; 
they were just really good in their 
little niche. Some people could draw. 

Some people could set gems and 
diamonds. I would go spend a few 
days with them and learn what they 
knew how to do.”

In 1984, Stagner’s then-girlfriend 
began working at Acori. Billy and 
Connie Stagner married the next 
year and have run the business 
together ever since. 

The shop creates custom jewelry 
in addition to offering repairs and 
name-brand pieces.

With more than 40 years in the 
industry, the Stagners said they pride 
themselves on producing quality 
jewelry along with long-lasting rela-
tionships in the community.

“This is our life,” Connie said. 
“This is what we do. This is what we 
love. This is our passion. We get to 
build relationships with the people 
that come to us. They become more 

like our friends and family than just 
someone walking in the store [who] 
wants to purchase something.”

Billy said the couple’s focus on 
quality products and strong rela-
tionships has manifested in ways the 
couple never anticipated.

“It’s ended up being a very good 
business strategy without even 

knowing it,” he said. “People 
refer their friends because of 
that pleasing experience for an 
item they enjoy. Now, after many 
years, we see [referrals], but that 
was not part of the original plan.”

For Connie, life in the jewelry 
business has never been a job. She 
and Billy have been able to create 
careers in a world they are passionate 
about.

“This is what we love to do, [and] 
we get to do it for great people,” 
Connie said. “We have wonderful 
clients. They’re very good to us, and 
we’re very grateful. People can shop 
anywhere. We’re grateful and happy 
that they support us, and we do our 
best to make them happy and proud 
that they chose us.”

Diamonds  
are forever

Billy and Connie Stagner have worked together 
at Acori Diamonds & Design since 1984, the year 
Connie left her job at another jewelry store. Last 
year, the couple even began sharing an office.

“For us, it’s always been that way,” Connie 
said. “We’ve always worked together. To us, it’s 
normal. We have always tried to leave [personal 
issues] outside the door. That’s the same thing 
we tell our staff. People don’t want to come here 
and be affected because [we’re] not having a 
good day.”
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“This is what we love to 
do, [and] we get to do it for 
great people.”

—Connie Stagner, co-owner
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Pomona is the first LiveSmart master-planned community in the 

Houston area by Hillwood Communities, a Perot company. Featuring a 

relaxed, coastal atmosphere, this 1,000-acre community in the heart 

of the rapidly growing Highway 288 corridor makes it easy to live a 

happier, healthier lifestyle with a resort-style amenity center, miles 

of walking trails, sports fields, Fish Camp, Exploration Zone Park and 

an on-site Alvin ISD elementary school. And with 300 acres left 

untouched or as dedicated green space, Pomona is setting the 

standard for what it means to LiveSmart.  

 

Coventry Homes  •  David Weekley Homes
Highland Homes  •  Plantation Homes  •  Trendmaker Homes

New Homes From $280s-$600s
PomonaLiveSmart.com

Sam Houston Parkway
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ON-SITE SCHOOL

OPENING
SUMMER 2017!

Thomas Jones, MD 
  • Minimally Invasive Spine 
     Surgeon 

OUR SERVICES:

Minimally Invasive Laminectomy 

     (Spinal Decompression)

Minimally Invasive Lumbar Fusion

Minimally Invasive Cervical Fusion

Kyphoplasty

Minimally Invasive Sacroiliac (SI) Fusion

Artificial Disc Replacement

Minimally Invasive Scoliosis Correction

What’s Causing My Back Pain?
Many sudden attacks of acute back pain are the result of 

overstretched muscles (strains) or ligaments (sprains). The pain may be 
most severe immediately after injury, or it may worsen gradually over 
a few hours. In most instances, back pain as a result of strain or sprain 
can be resolved following a conservative course of treatment – usually 
within two to six weeks – provided there are no serious underlying 
medical conditions. Common causes of strains and sprains that can 
trigger acute back pain include:

• Improper lifting
• Sudden, strenuous physical effort
• Accident, sports injury or fall
• Sleeping position and/or pillow positioning
• Poor sitting or standing posture
• Bending forward too long
• Using your shoulder to hold the phone receiver to your ear
• Carrying a heavy purse, briefcase or backpack
• Stress and muscle tension
• Lack of muscle tone
• Excess weight
• Pregnancy

8603 Broadway St., Suite 103
Pearland, TX 77584

   (713) 973-7246 • uspshealthcare.com

Pearland Office

Our mission is to  

accurately diagnose 

and treat chronic pain 

to provide patients with 

effective, long-term 

relief.

is NOW
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Ambrosia Island 
Restaurant
Jamaican sisters share a taste of home

DINING FEATURE

By Jake Snyder

Celestine and Lesline Walcott—
co-owners of Ambrosia Island 
Restaurant in Pearland—said 

they are all about providing an authen-
tic island experience for customers.

The sisters, who were born in 
Jamaica, cultivated early experience 
in cooking into a venture that allows 
them to share a piece of their home-
land with the Pearland area.

“Where we’re from, everybody has 
to cook,” Celestine said. “[When we 
were young] our parents were at work, 
so [it was] the oldest sibling’s responsi-
bility to cook for all of the others.”

Lesline said her younger siblings also 
picked up cooking skills at an early age.

“You have to learn to cook [when 
you are young],” she said. “When the 
oldest [sibling] moves on to college, 
it gets passed down. I’m third in line, 
so it was passed down [to me]. I was 
cooking really early in my life.”

Lesline has lived in the U.S. since 
1999 after moving with her mother 
and brother. Celestine joined them 
three years ago, and the sisters then 
began saving to open the restaurant. 

Last September, their dream 
became a reality with the opening of 
Ambrosia Island, Celestine said. The 
Walcotts now focus on sharing their 
Jamaican culture with traditional 
dishes, such as jerk chicken, oxtail and 
curried goat.

“When you walk in, we want you 
to feel like you’re actually in Jamaica, 
just in Pearland,” Celestine said. “This 
is why we have authentic food. We add 
Jamaican music and a lot of [bright] 

colors. It’s all supposed to [have] an 
island feel.”

Ambrosia Island also features Jamai-
can flair on its walls. In addition to the 
national flag, the restaurant includes 
posters of Jamaican celebrities, such 
as reggae musician Bob Marley and 
Olympic champion Usain Bolt.

“A lot of people come in and tell us, 
‘I want to go to Jamaica.’ But that costs 
money,” Lesline said. “In the mean-
time, they can come here and have 
the feeling of what it will be like when 
they do get there.”

Celestine and Lesline said they 
believe it is the authenticity and 
understanding of Jamaican culture 
that makes Ambrosia Island unique.

“There are not a lot of Jamaican 
restaurants [in the area] that are owned 
and operated by Jamaicans,” Les-
line said. “I think that makes a huge 
difference. When you come in and ask 
me what to get, I can honestly tell you. 
This is not just our business, but we are 
also [eating] every single meal. If we’ve 
cooked it, we know how it tastes.”

AUTHENTIC 
FLAVORS

The curried goat plate ($11.99 for small) is made with curry paste and served with white rice.

The jerk chicken ($10.99 for small) is marinated in a special homemade sauce and then grilled.

The Sampler No. 1 ($9.99) includes meatballs, 
chicken wings, plantains and codfish fritters.

The oxtail dish ($13.99 for small) is a popular 
menu item at Ambrosia Island Restaurant.

9603 W. Broadway St., Pearland
713-340-3085
www.ambrosiaisland.com
Hours: Sun. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Tue.-Sat. 11 a.m.- 9p.m., closed Mondays

Ambrosia Island Restaurant

90

W. Broadway St.
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1D  Winding Road will have  
2,133 feet of its roadway replaced.

Timeline: March 2016-first  
quarter 2017
Cost: $2.5 million 
Funding sources: city of 
Friendswood, Texas Department of 
Transportation

2  Fite Road extension 
The city of Pearland project to extend 
Fite Road is entering the construction 
phase. After being delayed in summer 
2015, the project received funding 
as part of Houston-Galveston Area 
Council’s Transportation Improvement 
Program. The project went to bid in July, 
and construction is expected to begin in 
October, officials said. The project will 
extend Fite Road approximately 0.46 
miles from McLean Road to Veterans 
Drive in an effort to improve traffic flow 
and provide an additional route for 
emergency vehicles. The new stretch of 
roadway will be four lanes, undivided 
with concrete curb and gutter drainage. 
The project includes traffic signal 
improvements at the McLean Road 
intersection.

Timeline: October 2016-October 2017 
Cost: $4 million 
Funding sources: H-GAC, city of 
Pearland

3  Bailey Road widening 
As part of the city of Pearland project to 
expand Bailey Road, Veterans Drive will 
be closed until late September, officials 
said. The city closed Veterans Drive 
south of Bailey Road on July 25, and 
drivers must take Wellborne Road to 
Williams Road as a detour. All properties 
on Veterans Drive will be accessible 
during construction, officials said. The 
project also caused the closure of Berry 
Road at Bailey Road. Drivers are to take 
McLean Road to Amie Lane. The Bailey 
Road project will widen the thoroughfare 

1   Friendswood roadway 
improvements 
The first street in a group of 
repavement projects is complete, 
according to city of Friendswood 
officials. The repaving of Shadowbend 
Avenue, which had more than 1,200 
feet of its surface replaced, was 
completed in July. Townes Road 
is also undergoing repavement 
construction. Townes Road is about 
35 percent complete, officials said. 

Mary Ann Drive and Winding Road 
will also have portions of roadway 
repaved as part of the project. Mary 
Ann Drive is under construction, 
and the project is about 2 percent 
complete.Friendswood residents 
approved a bond referendum in 2013 
to fund the repaving of these streets, 
which were grouped together for one 
contract. City Council awarded the 
construction contract to Houston-
based El Dorado Paving Company 
on Dec. 7. Once the repavement 
of Townes Road is complete, the 
contractor will begin work on Winding 
Road.

1A  Mary Ann Drive will have  
16,001 feet of its roadway replaced.

1B  Shadowbend Avenue will have 
1,224 feet of its roadway replaced.

1C  Townes Road will have 786 feet 
of its roadway replaced.

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Stephen Garcia

Ongoing project
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Friendswood 
Link Rd.1D

Magnolia St.

59

from two to four lanes from FM 1128 
to Veterans Drive. The project, which 
is expected to ease east-west traffic 
congestion, will also include raised 
medians and a 10-foot-wiide pedestrian 
walkway on the north side of Bailey 
Road. H-GAC awarded funding for the 
project as part of its 2013 Transportation 
Improvement Plan.

Timeline: September 2015- 
September 2017

Cost: $21.3 million 
Funding sources: H-GAC, city of 
Pearland

4   Friendswood Link  
Road widening 
The expansion of Friendswood Link 
Road from FM 518 to Blackhawk 
Boulevard is nearing completion, 
officials said. City Council is expected 
to accept completion of the project 
at its October meeting. The project, 
which will provide an improved 
emergency evacuation route out of 
the city, received funding from a Texas 
General Land Office disaster recovery 
grant in the wake of Hurricane Ike 
in 2008. Friendswood Link widened 
from two to three lanes from FM 518 
to Hibiscus Lane. From Hibiscus Lane 
to Blackhawk Boulevard, the road 
expanded from two to four lanes with 
medians.

Timeline: fall 2014-September 2016 
Cost: $5.3 million
Funding sources: Texas General 
Land Office grant, city of Friendswood

Near completion
3

Fite Rd.

Jordan Johnston 
Assistant Vice President,  
Private Banking 
jordan.johnston@amegybank.com 

713-232-1649 

Kristyan De Hoyos 
Vice President, Banking Center 
Manager - Pearland
kristyan.dehoyos@amegybank.com 

713-232-6474 

Preston Phillips 
Vice President,  
Business Banking 
preston.phillips2@amegybank.com 

281-337-9528

Meet the Amegy family:

www.amegybank.com

Welcome to Amegy Bank.
We’re honored to call Pearland home.

A division of ZB, N.A. Member FDIC
© 2016 ZB, N.A.

1930 Country Place Parkway
Ste. 114
Pearland, TX 77584
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FISD residents to vote on proposed tax rate
Officials: Rate hike needed to fund districtwide teacher salary increases
By Jake Snyder

Friendswood ISD called for a 
tax ratification election to be held 
Sept. 10 after proposing a tax rate 
of $1.387 per $100 valuation at its 
June 13 meeting.

Texas requires a TRE for main-
tenance and operations rates that 
exceed $1.04, officials said. FISD 
called for an M&O rate of $1.13. 
Overall, the proposed tax rate is 
2 cents higher than the 2015-16 
school year.

The increase is needed to 
balance the budget following dis-
trictwide teacher salary increases, 
officials said.

FISD Chief Financial Officer 
Connie Morgenroth said the sal-
ary raises were necessary to keep 
up with surrounding districts.

“About a year ago, we were 
having a hard time recruiting 
[teachers] because we were so 
far behind—as much as $7,000 
behind—what we could pay our 
teachers versus Alvin ISD and 
some of the other districts,” she 
said. “So we started benchmarking 
ourselves [against] Clear Creek, 
Alvin and Pearland [ISDs].”

According to 2015 data from the 

Public Education Management 
System, FISD received the lowest 
amount of funding among 
six surrounding districts. The 
district received about $9,400 in 
operating revenue per student 
and $6,894 in general fund 
revenue per student.  Pearland 
ISD—the next lowest—received 
almost $12,700 in operating rev-
enue and about $7,000 in general 
fund revenue.

“We are nestled in between 
three very fast-growing districts,” 
FISD Superintendent Trish Hanks 
said. “Because they are so close 
and in some ways very similar to 
Friendswood, our teachers—espe-
cially our young teachers—were 
very attracted to those higher 
salaries. We had to find a way to 
retain those teachers.”

 Morgenroth said the M&O 
increase would create about $2.5 
million in revenue for the district. 
The projected additional revenue 
would cover the $1.8 million 
in teacher salary increases and 
set aside $690,000 for capital 
improvement projects.

Although the increase to the 
M&O rate is 9 cents, Morgenroth 

said refinancing some 2008 bonds 
allowed FISD to decrease the debt 
service from $0.327 to $0.257.

“[Refinancing] was a win for 
the district and for the taxpay-
ers,” she said. “It helped to offset 
what we need on the M&O side 
to be able to give the teachers the 
raises, balance the budget and 
have some money for some capi-
tal improvements.”

The board of trustees unan-
imously approved a balanced 
budget July 18 for the 2016-17 
school year. The budget uses the 
proposed tax rate of $1.387, how-
ever, officials created a secondary 
budget option in the event voters 
reject the rate.

“If this [TRE] fails, we’re 
going to have a $2.5 million 
deficit,” Morgenroth said. 
“[Trustees] may decide not to 
do the $690,000 worth of capital 
improvement projects, but 
[FISD would] still have a $1.9 
or $1.8 million deficit. You can 
[operate like] that for a year. 
You could maybe do it two years 
and hope that maybe the state 
comes in to help out, but you 
can’t sustain that.”

While the overall proposed tax rate is 2 cents higher, 
the maintenance and operations rate is 9 cents higher 
to account for increased teacher salaries. 

2015-16 2016-17
• M&O                             $1.04 
• I&S (debt service)       $0.327 
TOTAL:                     $1.367

• M&O                             $1.13 
• I&S (debt service)       $0.257 
TOTAL:                     $1.387

PROPOSED

WHERE:
Former Friendswood Junior High School  
402 Laurel Drive, Friendswood

WHEN:
Aug. 24-Sept. 2 from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 from 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sept. 10 from 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

S. Friendswood Dr.
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EDUCATION

VOTING INFORMATION

FRIENDSWOOD ISD  
TAX RATES

Laurel Dr.

The Vein Center at Orion MedicalDO YOU EXPERIENCE...
L VE YOUR LEGS AGAIN
• Leg Pain, Swelling, Heaviness, Fatigue
• Leg Ulcers, Sores, Skin Changes
• Burning, or Itching of the Skin
• Varicose, Spider or Bulging Veins
• Restless Legs
• Throbbing or Cramping

www.orionmedical.net
facebook.com/orionmedical

Call for a Consultation
713-943-2800 SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Karan Bhalla, MD, FACC, FSCAI, RPVI
LOCATIONS: 
PEARLAND • FRIENDSWOOD • PASADENA • BAYTOWN

only accredited Radio Frequency 
vein center in Texas

Comprehensive venous disease consultations
Radiofrequency varicose vein ablation

Ulcer and wound care
Foam sclerotherapy for varicose veins
Sclerotherapy therapy for spider veins

 VenaSeal- pain free varicose vein treatment
Ambulatory phlebectomy
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FRIENDSWOOD $50,250

$52,000

$54,000

$56,622

$59,261

$51,000

$54,858

$56,043

$58,221

$61,196

$51,250

$53,843

$56,483

$59,122

$61,761

$52,736

$54,626

$55,991

$57,737

$59,380

PEARLAND

PEARLAND

PEARLAND

PEARLAND

PEARLAND

CLEAR CREEK

CLEAR CREEK

CLEAR CREEK

CLEAR CREEK

CLEAR CREEK

ALVIN

ALVIN

ALVIN

ALVIN

ALVIN

Friendswood ISD raised teacher salaries for the 
upcoming school year in an effort to be more 
competitive with surrounding school districts.

ANTICIPATED 2016-17  
TEACHER SALARIES

Source: Friendswood ISD/Community Imapct Newspaper
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A Treasure Found  ·  SedonaLakes.com

Savvy homebuyers have discovered Sedona Lakes, an established community of neighbors 
and amenities that boasts a bounty of riches – spacious homesites, large homes by leading 
builders, acclaimed Alvin ISD schools, a resort pool, playgrounds, a picnic pavilion, 1.2 miles  
of hike and bike trails and more. With so much to offer right now, shouldn’t Sedona Lakes  
be home to what you treasure most?

Within minutes of Downtown 
and the Texas Medical Center

New Homes from the $280s to the $600s
NEW MODELS NOW OPEN!

NOWTREASURE
THE TRANQUILITY

* Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

St Andrews Academy
2535 E. Broadway St.

 Pearland, Texas  77581 • (281) 485-3428
www.standrewsacademypearland.com

A Preschool with a Di� erence
Safe, Fun and Godly Learning Environment 

• Enrolling now for ages 
   12 months to Pre-K

• 2, 3 and 4 day 
   programs available

• Extended day option 
   available
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EDUCATION NOTES
News from Pearland and Friendswood ISDs Compiled by Stephen Garcia and Jake Snyder

Berger to head PISD’s M&O staff FISD approves 2016-17 budget
FRIENDSWOOD ISD The board of 
trustees unanimously approved a bal-
anced budget for the 2016-17 school 
year at its July 18 meeting.

Although the budget does not have 
to be approved until Aug. 31, the 
board—along with FISD Chief Finan-
cial Officer Connie Morgenroth—
began preparations in advance as a 
result of the tax ratification election 
in September.

“I just felt like it would be good for 
the board —and the board did, too—
to have all of this information in July 
rather than waiting until August so 
that the public has all of the infor-
mation they need,” Morgenroth said. 
“It’s out there, and they have time to 

ask questions and make informed 
decisions for how they vote on the tax 
ratification election.”

Voters will decide on a 2 cent 
increase to the tax rate. Officials cre-
ated a secondary budget option in the 
event the rate does not pass.

If the tax rate is approved, the bud-
get will be balanced at $47.95 million 
in revenue and expenditures.

Local sources make up $31.4 
million of revenue while the state 
contributed $16.5 million.

Payroll—including districtwide 
teacher salary raises—makes up 83 
percent of the budget’s expenditures. 
Morgenroth said if the TRE fails, it 
would create a $2.5 million deficit.

PEARLAND ISD After 
seven years as Pearland 
High School principal, 
Larry Berger took over 
as the district’s director 
for maintenance, opera-
tions and facilities July 5 
following the retirement of 
David Holland.

“I’m responsible for all 
grounds and facilities—
everything from the curb to 
the inside of the buildings,” 
he said. “[The Maintenance and Oper-
ations Department] is responsible for 
maintaining and correcting [issues] to 
make sure we have a good educational 
environment for our students.”

The M&O Department has about 
230 employees. Berger said the 
department will remove any bar-
rier—from replacing a light to repair-
ing an air conditioner—that could 
interfere with teaching.

“As a principal, I saw the impor-
tance of maintenance, operations 

and facilities, and how 
it impacted my campus 
and set up the environ-
ment for my students 
and my teachers,” he 
said. “This opportunity 
came available to where 
I can impact every cam-
pus, so in an aspect I’m 
supporting every student 
and every principal to be 
able to teach their kids.”

Berger is also in 
charge of mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing services as well as any 
major facility projects or build-out.

Preparing for the new school year 
and the district’s $220 million bond 
referendum in November are some of 
his first priorities, Berger said.

“The steering committee proposes 
the new concepts and facilities that 
are needed, and then we are brought 
on board to give information or 
insight that may be needed by the 
district,” he said.

Larry Berger

Pearland ISD board of 
trustees
The next meeting is Sept. 13.

1928 N. Main St., Pearland 
281-485-3203 • www.pearlandisd.org

Friendswood ISD board of 
trustees
The next meeting is Sept. 12. 

302 Laurel Drive, Friendswood 
281-482-1267 • www.myfisd.com

Meetings

Friday, September 16, 2016
South Shore Harbour Resort • League City, Texas

TICKET PRICES

www.itsyourtimewomensconference.com

About Elizabeth
The abduction of Elizabeth Smart was one of the most followed child abduction cases of our time. Elizabeth 
was abducted on June 5, 2002, and her captors controlled her by threatening to kill her and her family if 

she tried to escape. Fortunately, the police safely returned Elizabeth back to her family on March 12, 2003 
after being held prisoner for 9 grueling months. Through this traumatic experience Elizabeth has become an 

advocate for change related to child abduction, recovery programs and National legislation.

With Keynote Speaker Elizabeth SmartWith Keynote Speaker Elizabeth Smart

$65 per person
if purchased before Labor Day

$85 after Labor Day

Break-Out Sessions

Breakfast

Keynote Lun
cheon

Boutique Shopping

This will be a full day devoted to enriching the lives of women through learning, networking and fun! 
Throughout the day, you can choose from a variety of workshops on health and wellness, entrepreneurship, spirituality and education.
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We’re proud that the relentless 

commitment and boundless 

compassion of our physicians 

make our communities 

healthier places to live…

one patient at a time.

Top docs. Top care.
With more than 1,100 doctors in the Baylor St. Luke’s Health Network

—ranging from primary care providers to sub-specialists, and from 

Baylor College of Medicine faculty to independent community 

doctors—we’ve developed one of the most talented and 

compassionate medical teams in this city, state and nation.

 

When you trust your health to us, you can rest assured you 

are receiving top quality care. Learn more about us at 

BaylorStLukesHealthNetwork.org

Baylor St. Luke’s 
Health Network BaylorStLukesHealthNetwork.org
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MULTI-USE TRAIL
TOWN DITCH

Projects in Old Townsite set to 
improve drainage, widen roads

By Jake Snyder
Drainage and street improvement 

projects in the Old Townsite in 
Pearland are one step closer to begin-
ning, officials said. 

Pearland City Council awarded a 
contract at its June 13 meeting for the 
design phase of projects on Old Alvin 
Road as well as East Orange and 
Linwood streets.

All three roads will be widened as 
part of the projects. Crews will also 
install concrete pavement curb and 
gutter to improve drainage in the 
area, officials said.

Project plans also feature the 
addition of a shared-use path on East 
Orange Street along Town Ditch that 
will include a pedestrian bridge at 
Hunter Park.

Old Townsite resident Paul Eskine 
said he and others from the area 
approached the city in March to 
request that East Orange and Lin-
wood streets be added to an existing 
project to expand Old Alvin Road 
north of Orange Street.

Voters approved funding for the 
Old Alvin Road renovation project 
as part of a 2007 bond referendum, 
officials said. City staff conducted a 
preliminary engineering report prior 

to the bond election to estimate proj-
ect costs. Sue Polka, Pearland Direc-
tor of Engineering, said the project 
is coming to fruition now because it 
was part of the city’s 10-year Capital 
Improvement Plan.

In March, Pearland staff completed 
preliminary engineering reports 
for the additional projects on East 
Orange and Linwood streets as they 
were preparing for the design phase 
of the Old Alvin Road improvements, 
officials said.

“We’ve got a little more informa-
tion on the Linwood and Orange 
streets projects because [City] Coun-
cil authorized us to do a study on 
that area several months ago,” Polka 
said. “We actually have a preliminary 
engineering report on that already, 
and we’ll be starting on some final 
design work.”

The city revealed the results of the 
engineering reports at an open house 
July 26. Additional public meetings 
for the public to ask questions and 
share concerns will be scheduled, 
officials said.

“What you see is all great news for 
us,” Eskine said at the open house. 
“We’re going to get basically every-
thing we asked for, and it’s going to 
be in a short amount of time. This is 
going to happen relatively quick.”

Although locations for the projects 
have been determined, officials said 
no designs have been finalized.

Several citizens voiced concerns 
at the open house about the projects 
encroaching on their property and 
reducing yard sizes as a result of the 

widening of streets and addition of 
sidewalks on East Orange Street.

Polka said the preliminary designs 
widen East Orange Street from Hwy. 
35 to Schleider Drive. The project will 
expand the road from 25 to 33 feet. 
Polka said the city has 60 feet of right 
of way on the street.

ARKK Engineers LLC will com-
plete the design phase after City 
Council approved a $1.4 million con-
tract. A $114,000 contract for project 
and construction management went 
to Cobb, Fendley & Associates, a 
Houston-based engineering firm.

The street improvements are 
separated into four projects, each 
with its own timeline for design and 
construction. The first portion of the 

project area—Linwood Street and 
Old Alvin Road to Town Ditch—is 
expected to begin construction in 
January 2017, officials said.

The project on Old Alvin Road 
from East Orange Street to McHard 
Road will have the longest design and 
construction phases. Once the design 
is complete in June 2017, construc-
tion will take a year. The completion 
date for the project is set for July 
2018, officials said.

The design for East Orange Street 
from Hwy. 35 to Schleider Drive will 
be ready by June 2017, and the project 
will be complete in March 2018.

The mixed-use trail along Town 
Ditch will be installed from March-
July 2017, officials said.
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“We’re going to get  
basically everything we 
asked for, and it’s going  
to be in a short amount  
of time.”

—Paul Eskine, Old Townsite resident
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Old Alvin Road among streets scheduled for renovations
PROJECT 2

PROJECT 3

PROJECT 4

PROJECT  1
Linwood Street will be 
the first area completed.

East Orange Street will 
be expanded by 8 feet.

Old Alvin Road will install 
additional lanes.

Crews will install a mixed-
use trail along Town Ditch.

CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE

CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE

CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE

CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE

JAN. 2017-NOV.2017

JUNE 2017-MARCH 2018

JUNE 2017-JULY 2018

MARCH 2017-JULY 2017

PROPOSED  
DETENTION  
POND

INFRASTRUCTURE

Map not to scale

www.SkeeterDone.com  •  Info@SkeeterDone.com

TAKE BACK YOUR YARD.

832-789-9402

Skeeter Done, now offering BI-WEEKLY INSECT TREATMENTS with no contract 
required. Have your yard treated through your sprinkler system every two weeks 

with no upfront costs and no contract required.

Lawns <.25 acre are $50 biweekly and .25-1 acre are $75.
All ingredients are NATURAL and included on the EPA minimal risk list.

The essential oil blend is effective at controlling mosquitoes, ticks, fl eas, chiggers, 
and most other common insects.

Roxy Limo
S H A M U R O X Y

C A L L  T O  R E S E R V E  -  4 0 9 - 7 6 1 - 0 5 6 0
WE OFFER FLAT RATES!

M A K E  A N Y  O C C A S I O N  S P E C I A L !

The design phase for four 

drainage and street 

improvement projects in 

the Old Townsite is 

underway.

DRAINAGE
DEALING WITH

Source: city of Pearland/Community Impact Newspaper
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At Memorial Hermann Pearland Hospital, our family-centered 

approach focuses on making your childbirth experience as 

memorable and positive as possible. Our spacious, spa-like suites 

allow mothers and babies to remain together throughout the 

entire stay in the same room, from labor to postpartum. From 

the time you learn you are pregnant until your child is born, you 

and your baby benefit from specialized medical care delivered by 

our highly skilled affiliated physicians and nurses. And we 

provide the added reassurance of immediate access to a higher 

level of care when needed at Children’s Memorial Hermann 

Hospital in the Texas Medical Center. 

To schedule a tour, register for a childbirth education class or 

obtain a physician referral call 713.222.CARE.

memorialhermann.org 

CARE FOR WOMEN, DELIVERED DAILY.

16100 South Freeway
Pearland, TX 77584

HIGHER QUALITY 

2932001_18603
4.5085 5.5416

4C

You have dreams. We have the tools 
and resources to help you reach them.

© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (2932001_18603)

Let’s talk.
We know going to college is a big step. That’s why 
we provide tools, resources, and special limited-
time promotions to help both students and parents 
prepare to make the most of this opportunity.

Learn about different ways to pay for school, tools 
for managing money, and how to build credit for  
the future. Visit Get College ReadySM at 
wellsfargo.com/getcollegeready.
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Pearland and Friendswood

PEARLAND City Council awarded 
three contracts at its July 25 meet-
ing relating to the expansion of the 
Reflection Bay Water Reclamation 
Facility in Shadow Creek Ranch.

The facility was built in 2003 with 
a 2 million gallon per day capacity, 
officials said. 

City staff recommended an 
expansion to the facility based on 
a preliminary engineering report 
completed in November 2013. The 
project will renovate the facility 
and increase capacity to 6 million 
gallons per day, officials said.

The council approved a $44.6 
million construction contract with 
Pepper Lawson Waterworks. In 
addition, the council awarded $1.7 
million for construction man-
agement to Ardurra Group and 
$272,000 to Terracon Consultants 
Inc., for construction materials test-
ing services.

Construction will be complete 
in 33 months, officials said. The 
process of dewatering is set to finish 
in one year, and the plant will have 
capacity for 4 million gallons per 
day of capacity within two years.

FRIENDSWOOD Following the 
voter approval of a 1/8 of a percent 
increase to the city sales tax for eco-
nomic development in the downtown 
district in May, Friendswood City 
Council established the board that 
will advise it on use of those funds.

The Friendswood Downtown Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, a 
seven-member committee, will make 
recommendations on projects that 
could benefit the downtown district, 
officials said. City Council appointed 
the board at its July 11 meeting.

The corporation consists of city 
residents and leaders, including 
former Council Member Patrick 

McGinnis and Friendswood ISD 
trustee Rebecca Hillenburg. Ronald 
Cox, Arden Hill III, Elmer Johnson 
Jr., Paul Marx and Alton Todd round 
out the board.

Although official dates and times 
have not been determined, meetings 
will begin soon after the certificate of 
formation is filed, Assistant City Man-
ager Morad Kabiri said. The frequency 
of meetings will be established when 
the board adopts its bylaws and rules 
of procedure, he said.

Any distribution of funding 
recommended by the board must be 
approved by City Council, according 
to Kabiri.

FRIENDSWOOD A group of 
Friendswood residents is taking 
legal action against the city with 
the intention of voiding the results 
of the May 7 general and special 
elections. 

The contestants stated in the law-
suit filed June 14 in Harris County 
District Court the results—which 
decided two City Council positions 
and a pair of sales tax increases—
should be thrown out because a 
voting precinct in the city was left 
off the election ordinances.

Robert J. Bertrand, the first-
named of eight contestants, also 
said in the original petition that 
Mayor Kevin Holland failed to 
order the election at least 78 days 
in advance as required by state law.

The contestants are asking the 
court to void the results and order 
new elections or exclude the vot-
ing precinct in question—Harris 
County Precinct 742—from the 
final canvass and exempt that area 
from any sales tax increases.

The council approved an agree-
ment for special counsel with the 
Lewis Brisbois law firm July 11.

“The city will be responding to 
the election contest in due course 
and with the intention of preserv-
ing the voters’ choices as expressed 
on May 7,” city attorney Arnold 
Polanco said. “Given the pendency 
of legal proceedings, I will decline 
providing a point-by-point rebuttal 
of the allegations made.  Needless 
to say, we find no basis for setting 
aside the will of the voters and 
look forward to the opportunity to 
present those matters to the court 
as expeditiously as possible.”

Harris County Precinct 742 
encompasses a portion of Friend-
swood south of FM 528 and Bay 
Area Boulevard next to the city 
border with League City, accord-
ing to court documents.

Carl Gustafson defeated Mike 
Stacy—one of the contestants in 
the lawsuit—for City Council Posi-
tion 6 with 54.7 percent of the vote 
in May. Stacy lost by about 200 tal-
lies. New Council Member Mike 
Foreman was elected to Position 4 
in an uncontested race to replace 

Patrick McGinnis.
Voters also approved a pair of 

measures to raise the sales tax rate 
in the city. One measure added 
3/8 of a percent to go toward city 
street maintenance and repair, 
and another 1/8 was approved to 
fund economic development in the 
Friendswood downtown district.

City Council appoints members for 
downtown development corporation

Pearland approves contracts for 
water reclamation plant expansion

Group takes legal action to void 
Friendswood election results

A group of eight Friendswood residents is  
attempting to void the results of the May 7 
general and special elections. Residents voted 
on two City Council positions and a pair of 
measures to increase the sales tax rate in 
Friendswood.
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CITY COUNCIL POSITION 6*

3/8 OF A PERCENT FOR 
STREET MAINTENANCE

1/8 OF A PERCENT FOR 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

CONTESTED 
RESULTS

*only contested race. Mike Foreman 
was elected to Position 4 in an 
uncontested race.

A seven-member board will advise Friendswood City Council on downtown development projects.

S
te

p
he

n 
G

ar
ci

a
/C

o
m

m
un

it
y 

Im
p

ac
t 

N
ew

sp
ap

er

Compiled by Stephen Garcia and Jake Snyder

Source: City of Friendswood
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, communityimpact.com/plf

Aspiring Eagle Scout working with city to build Friendswood dog park

Caden Fischer, a Friendswood Life Scout, is attempting to build a dog park in Old City Park.

Local teen raising money to fund Old City Park project
By Stephen Garcia

Caden Fischer, a local Life Scout 
in Troop 442, is working to bring a 
dog park to Friendswood. The rising 
Friendswood High School freshman 
plans to build the park as his project 
to become an Eagle Scout.

Fischer, who is working with the 
Friendswood Parks and Recreation 
Department, said he had raised more 
than $7,500 as of Aug. 1. He needs 
about $22,000 more to make the  
project a reality, he said.

“We’re hoping to have almost all of 
[the funding], if not all of it, raised by 
the end of winter,” Fischer said. “And 
we’re hoping that at least half of it is 
funded by the time I go back to school.”

The dog park—which will be 
located in Old City Park—will be 
approximately 33,000 square feet and 
include separate areas for large and 
small dogs. The project also includes 
trees, benches and water fountains for 

humans and dogs, in addition to a dog 
wash station, Fischer said.

Construction will take six months to 
a year and will begin once the project 
secures about $29,000, Fischer said. 
Along with volunteers, he will demol-
ish the existing fence and build and 
install benches. The city will maintain 
the dog park upon completion.

Most of the funding will come 
from private donations, Fischer 
said. Sponsorships are available and 
include varying levels of recognition 
in the park. James Toney, Parks and 
Recreation director, said the city has 
allocated bond funds approved in 
2013 for the project as well.

Fischer said the idea to build a dog 
park came from Friendswood resi-
dents’ feedback.

“I heard three people in a week say 
they wanted a dog park in Friendswood 
and complain that they had to drive so 
far to get to a dog park,” he said. “That 

made me think that Friendswood 
could really use a dog park.”

The city has plans for a number 
of improvements at Old City Park, 
Toney said. Although the option of 
installing a dog park was removed 
from consideration, the Parks and 
Recreation Department decided to 
support the project when Fischer 

approached them.
“They were very glad that someone 

else could take ownership of the dog 
park [project] so that way they can 
work on the rest of the [improve-
ments] they’re going to do,” Fischer 
said. “They were glad that it looks 
like Friendswood is finally getting a 
dog park.”
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Schedule today! 
houstonmethodist.org/ccc/pearland  
713.363.8600 

8520 W. Broadway St. 

Pearland, TX 77584    

The new Houston Methodist Comprehensive Care Center was designed with 
patient care and convenience in mind. Houston Methodist Comprehensive 
Care Center’s providers are dedicated to providing high quality, coordinated, 
and compassionate care to the Pearland community. In this new facility,  
we are bringing together:

•	Primary Care Group
•	DeBakey Cardiology Associates
•	Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
•	Bone & Joint Clinic of Houston

HOUSTON METHODIST 
COMPREHENSIVE CARE CENTER

Schedule 
Today

COMPREHENS IVE
CARE CENTER
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Find more or submit Pearland/Friendswood events 
at communityimpact.com/plf-calendar

To have Pearland/Friendswood events considered 
for the print edition, they must be submitted online 
by the first of the month.

August

27 Drool in the Pool
The city of Pearland hosts a pool party for 

dogs, which is presented by Westside Veterinary 
Hospital. Canines swim in the outdoor pool, and 
lifeguards certified in animal rescue are on-site. The 
city’s Animal Services Department offers pet licensing 
and mobile adoptions. Pet-licensing amnesty is offered. 
Owners must present proof of rabies vaccination.  
10 a.m.-2 p.m. $5 (first dog), $2 (any additional dog). 
Independence Park, 3919 Liberty Drive, Pearland.  
281-412-8907. www.pearlandtx.gov

27 Pearland Wine & Food Festival
Dionisio Winery hosts the fifth annual event, 

which features Texas-based wineries in addition 
to local food and music. The event includes red, 
white and fruit wines. Admission includes 10 tasting 
tickets, a commemorative wine glass and wristband. 
Attendees must be age 21 or older. Noon-8 p.m. $30 
(admission), $1 (additional tasting tickets). Pearland 
Town Center, 11200 W. Broadway St., Pearland.  
713-906-2499. www.dionisiowinery.com

27 Havana Nights
Friendswood nonprofit Hope Village hosts the 

third annual event, which features classic cars, cigars 
and whiskey. Event sponsor Ron Carter Cadillac displays 
Cadillacs, and entertainment includes Cuban music and 
dancing, a raffle, whiskey tasting, a live auction and cigar-
rolling demonstrations. 7 p.m. $125 (individual tickets), 
$1,250 (reserved table for eight). Hope Village Education & 
Community Building ballroom, 15403A Hope Village Road, 
Friendswood. 281-400-2011. www.hope-village.com

28 Painting, Cookies and Wine at County Line
County Line Event Center in Pearland hosts 

an afternoon of painting, cookies and wine. Participants 
bring a dozen homemade cookies with copies of 
the recipe and a bottle of wine to share. County Line 
provides wine glasses to be painted, an instructor and all 
of the needed painting supplies. Attendees must register 
online. 2-4:30 p.m. Free. County Line Event Center, 
18232 CR 127, Pearland. 281-482-9000.  
www.countylineeventcenter.com

CALENDAR

Online Calendar
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Compiled by Jake Snyder

Tomball Texas Music Festival
The city of Tomball hosts its annual festival 
featuring performances from Shay Domann, 
John Arthur Martinez, Darbi Shaun, Mike 

Amabile and Run Over Twice. The event is in its fourth 
year and attracts over 3,000 people. Food, vendors and 
a kids zone with bounce houses and face painting are 
also included. 11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Free. Tomball Historic 
Depot, 201 S. Elm St., Tomball.  
281-351-5484. www.tomballtx.gov

Worth the TRIP
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September

05 Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Social
The Friends of Downtown Friendswood 

Association, along with the Friendswood Historical 
Society, hosts its inaugural ice cream event. Attendees 
enjoy ice cream, cookies, lemonade and root beer. The 
social also features live music. 3-5 p.m. Free. Frank 
J. Brown Heritage Museum, 108 Skyview Terrace, 
Friendswood. www.downtownfriendswood.com

with a live auction and dinner provided by Spring Creek 
Barbeque on Sept. 17. 5-10 p.m. (Sept. 15 and 16), 
8 a.m.-10 p.m. (Sept. 17). Free. Richard L. Wagoner 
Agricultural Facility, 4715 Bailey Road, Pearland.  
281-830-9995. www.pearlandisd.org

16 and 17 
Pearland International Festival

The Pearland Foundation for the Performing and Visual 
Arts hosts the fourth annual, two-day festival to benefit 
performance and visual arts scholarships. The event opens 
with a concert featuring The Molly Ringwalds, an ’80s 
tribute band from Sheffield, England. The festival continues 
Sept. 17 with live music, food and drink. Galaxy Band, who 
performs Caribbean music, concludes the event. 5-10 p.m. 
(Sept. 16), 10 a.m.-10 p.m. (Sept. 17). $25 (two-day adult 
pass), $15 (adult general admission Saturday). $5 (general 
admission age 12 and under). Pearland Town Center, 
11200 W. Broadway St., Pearland. 281-993-8817.  
www.ifestoftexas.com

16 ‘An Evening Under the Stars’
The Alvin ISD Education Foundation hosts its 

annual event, which benefits district students and staff. 
Proceeds help fund Innovative Teaching Grants and 
scholarships. The event includes a reception, silent and 
live auction, dinner and “celebrity” waiters from the 
community. 6 p.m. $75 (individual tickets). Space Center 
Houston, 1601 NASA Parkway, Houston. 281-331-2586. 
www.alvinisd.net/edfoundation

08 Friendswood Chamber of Commerce 
Business Expo and mixer

The Friendswood Chamber of Commerce hosts its 
annual networking event for businesses in the area. 
The event is open to the public; however, only chamber 
members can host a booth at the expo. Booth prices 
vary by location. A business mixer is held in the evening 
and is also open to the public. 1-7 p.m. (expo), 5-7 p.m. 
(mixer). Free (admission), $200-$250 (booth display). 
Hope Lutheran Church, 1804 S. Friendswood Drive, 
Friendswood. 281-482-3329.  
www.friendswoodchamber.com

10 Fall cleanup
Nonprofit organization Keep Pearland Beautiful 

hosts one of two annual community-cleaning events. 
Volunteers “adopt” spots throughout Pearland to pick 
up litter and clean the area. Spots include roads, parks 
or schools. Attendees receive breakfast in the morning. 
KPB provides the cleaning supplies. Registration is 
required. 7:30-9 a.m. (breakfast), 9 a.m.-2 p.m. (cleanup). 
Free. Stella Roberts Recycling Center, 5800 Magnolia St., 
Pearland. 281-652-1659. www.keeppearlandbeautiful.org

10 Fusion of the Arts 2016
The Pearland Alliance for Arts & Culture and 

Pearland Arts League hosts the day-long festival, 
which features a variety of activities. Attendees enjoy 
performances and exhibits by Allegro Academy of Music, 
Kids Backporch Productions, Pearl Theater, Indian Dance 
by Global Organization for Divinity and the Pearland Arts 
League 2016 Juried Art Exhibition. Light refreshments 
and a wine bar are available. 1-7 p.m. Free. Reflection 
Bay Event Center building No. 7, 12234 Shadow Creek 
Parkway, Pearland. 281-741-3137.  
www.pearlandartsleague.com 

10 Go Gold Fun Run
The Chance for Hope Foundation hosts a 10K 

run and a 5K run or walk to commemorate National 
Childhood Awareness Month. The race begins and 
ends at Silvercrest Elementary School and is available 
to participants of all ages. Attendees are encouraged to 
wear gold, which is the recognized color for childhood 
cancer. 7 a.m. $25 (registration prior to event). Silvercrest 
Elementary School, 3003 Southwyck Parkway, Pearland. 
www.chanceforhopefoundation.org

15 through 17 
Pearland ISD Livestock Show and  

Career Expo
PISD hosts its fifth annual event for district students. The 
three-day competition features livestock, such as steers, 
lambs, goats and swine. Grand and reserve champions 
are awarded in each category. The competition, which 
takes place Sept. 15 and 16, includes categories, such 
as showmanship, art and culinary. The event concludes 
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Virgil Gant
Pearland resident remembered for civic involvement

PEOPLE

By Stephen Garcia

Longtime Pearland resident Virgil Gant, 68, 
died in an auto accident June 26. Only a week 
earlier, he was a volunteer at his grandson’s Boy 

Scout camp. Friends and colleagues say that is one of 
many examples of his service to the community.

Outside of Boy Scouts—which Gant participated 
in for more than 50 years—he was also serving 
on the Pearland ISD board of trustees. Gant was a 
trustee for 16 years. Gant was also a member of the 
Pearland Rotary Club and had a noticeable love for 
giving back to the city, friends said.

“One thing that I’ve always stressed about him is 
that he had all these contributions and donations 
but without any limelight,” PISD Superintendent 
John Kelly said. “He was always contributing to 
this or that but not [making] anybody aware other 
than those who needed to know.”

Chuck Herrera, Boy Scouts Bay Area Council 
CEO, said Gant was an integral part of the pro-
gram in the area. He worked with Gant for 10 years 
and said the PISD trustee lived the Boy Scout oath.

“Virgil led by example,” Herrera said. “He was a 
man who can be trusted. He had my respect, and 
he was a man of integrity. That’s certainly what you 
want: an individual to set the example for others—
not only kids, but adults alike.”

Gant began serving on the PISD school board in 
2000. Board president Rebecca Decker said Gant 
convinced her to run for her trustee position in 
2010. The two, whose spouses work together, knew 
each other for about 20 years. More than a fellow 
trustee, Gant was a friend and mentor, she said.

“He was a champion for our district,” Decker 
said. “Several of our buildings [exist] because of 
him. He [showed] great leadership and had a great 
vision for the district.”

Decker and Gant each earned the title of master 
trustee from the Texas Association of School 
Boards. Decker said Gant encouraged her to seek 
the designation. The confidence Gant showed 
meant a lot to her, Decker said, and he taught her a 
great deal while on the board together.

“He just supported me. I’m truly going to miss 

that,” she said. “He was my champion as well. He 
championed for me and encouraged me. His infec-
tious laugh, being able to laugh at himself and his 
encouraging words are always going to be things I 
will remember.”

Kelly joined the district five years ago while Gant 
was board president.

“My relationship with [Gant] was special from 
day one,” he said. “He was both my boss and my 
good friend.”

Kelly said Gant—a financial advisor—brought 
knowledge and good intentions to the school 
board. Gant always put the well-being of PISD 
students first when making decisions, even when 
he was making an unpopular choice.

“Virgil, being the longest-serving member of 
the board, had the institutional memory that the 
rest of us did not have,” Kelly said. “As he would 
describe it, when he first joined the board, he had 
to work with other trustees to rescue a pretty seri-
ous financial situation. He’s been sort of the person 
that safeguarded our finances ever since.”

Although his serious demeanor may have some-
times portrayed otherwise, Gant often laughed and 
joked with other trustees, Kelly said.

“The people who knew him all knew that inside 
him, he had a soft heart and was very compassion-
ate toward others,” Kelly said.

Gant, who served 28 years in the U.S. Navy, 
graduated from Texas A&M University in 1970, 
according to his obituary. He was born on the 
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, California 
and was raised in Lancaster, Texas.

Pearland lost one of its most supportive resi-
dents, friends said. Gant’s involvement with so 
many organizations was fueled by a passion to help 
those in the area.

“He truly loved Pearland, and if he thought 
there was a need, he would find a way to get 
involved to help with that need,” Decker said. “He 
had a servant’s heart. Pearland was his home, and 
he was doing everything to make it a great place to 
live for everybody.”

Virgil Gant served 16 years on the Pearland ISD board of trustees.

Gant greets new teachers at PISD’s annual event in 2015.

Gant congratulates a student during a PISD school board meeting.
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WORSHIP WITH US SUN • 9:30 & 11AM
BIBLE STUDY FOR ALL AGES & STAGES SUN • 9:30 & 11AM

There’s a place for you at

SECOND
SUN • 9:30 & 11AM

SUN • 9:30 & 11AM

There’s a place for you at

SECOND
There’s a place for you at

SECOND
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH • DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR • 12008 SHADOW CREEK PKWY AT REFLECTION BAY DR • SECOND.ORG
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Friendswood Animal Advocates
Organization strives to support animal rescue groups

NONPROFIT

F riendswood Animal Advocates 
has been in constant evolution.

When the organization began 
in 2009, the goal was to lobby for a new 
facility for Friendswood Animal Con-
trol. Two years later, FAA saw purpose 
come to fruition as the new facility 
was approved by the City Council in 
April 2011. 

The success left FAA president Tina 
Wood and her crew of volunteers with 
a question.

“[City Council] approved a new 
facility and we said, ‘OK, now what?’” 
Wood said. “We had been working 
with the animals at animal control and 
thought we should start focusing on 
supporting those animals. The [animal 
control] budget wasn’t huge, and with 
the new building, they were going to be 
taking in more animals.”

Wood said FAA began helping at the 
new facility, providing kennels, equip-
ment and volunteers. Members hosted 
enrichment programs, visiting animals 
at the shelter to take them on walks.

FAA also used its funding—which is 
provided by donations—to cover medi-
cal expenses for the animals.

“We picked up the medical costs,” 
Wood said. “Any [animal] that needed 

to go to the vet, we paid for it. It was a 
lot of financial backing [that] we did, but 
we also provided [our presence] in that 
facility doing stuff.”

In 2014, Wood said new manage-
ment took over at Friendswood Animal 
Control, prompting FAA to re-evaluate 
the relationship between the two. The 
organization’s voting members decided 
on a change.

“In February 2015, we decided 
to take a step away from Friend-
swood Animal Control,” Wood said. 
“Instead, [we aimed] to get out in the 
community. We started seeing a need 
in the community.”

With that, Wood said FAA began its 
community outreach program. The pro-
gram focused on several ideas, includ-
ing using the group’s Facebook page to 
help owners locate lost pets.

“We’ve had really good success 
with that,” Wood said. “Everybody is 
coming to our page to look if their cat 
or dog is missing. If they [have] found 
a cat or a dog, they come to the page 
to see if we’ve posted [a notice].”

FAA also hosts several events each 
year in support of its furry friends. The 
organization holds a spay and neuter 
clinic twice a year for $30 a pet as well as 

a low-cost vaccine and microchipping 
event once a year. FAA also provides 
free microchips to the first 50 Friend-
swood residents each year.

In addition to community outreach, 
FAA also uses its resources on an educa-
tion program. The organization reaches 
out to local youth to begin molding 
knowledgeable pet owners. 

“We’re trying to work at a young 
age to build that [responsibility],” 
Wood said. “When they become 
adults, they know to get their pets 
spayed and neutered. They know to 
do this. They know to do that. We’re 
trying to start that young.”

FAA has a transportation project 
in which volunteers transport rescue 
animals from shelters to veterinarians. 
The group also helps provide medical 
coverage for rescue groups by donating 
money to local veterinarians to cover 
procedures for dogs in shelters.

Despite changes in direction for the 
group since 2009, Wood said the main 
focus of FAA has never wavered.

“Our goals have always been to keep 
the euthanasia rate as low as possible. 
That’s been our main [priority] always,” 
she said. “Everything we’ve done is to 
help get those numbers lower.”

By Jake Snyder

The nonprofit offers transportation services, 
shuttling animals from shelters to veterinarians.

FAA hosts a spay and neuter clinic two times a year.President Tina Wood (right) helped launch Friendswood Animal Advocates in 2009.
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With 27 members and more than 100 donors, 
the FAA is funded entirely through donations.

Volunteers meet at the annual vaccine and 
microchipping event hosted by FAA.

Lost pet?

Go to FAA’s Facebook page or contact 
animal control to help locate lost pets.

FAA’s Facebook page
www.facebook.com/

FriendswoodAnimalAdvocates

Friendswood Animal Control 
281-996-3390

Pearland Animal Control 
281-652-1970

Meet the area’s newest Active Senior Living Community!

Retirement Living Redefined

Now Leasing!
Visit soon to learn how you  
can take advantage of lowest 
development pricing, premier 
choice of residences and other 
exciting Founding Member benefits.

11745 W Broadway Street
Pearland, Texas 77584

 832-709-2224
WatercrestShadowCreekRanch.com
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how it works

Healthy meals & meal 
plans prepared by chefs 

on a weekly basis! 

Order by MIDNIGHT Thurs, 
pick up Sun afternoon or 

Mon at the kitchen

5517 Broadway St. Suite M., 
Pearland, TX

VISIT US ONLINE 
www.fitcheftexas.com

Healthy
Meal Prep

WHAT YOU EAT 
MATTERS!

PERSONALIZED MEAL PLANNING & FOOD STRATEGIES 
TO MATCH YOUR GOALS!

COMING SOON
IN HOUSE REGISTERED DIETITIAN

Country Club

Memberships include:
Golf and Tennis

Club Dining
Bocce Ball
Swimming

Social Events
Ladies Association

For membership information & registration, 
please call Anna Lyons, Membership Director

www.golfcrestcountryclub.com
2509 Country Club Dr, Pearland, TX 77581

Casual - Elegant - Championship Golf - Texas Hospitality

With new fairway grass and bunkers, 
there’s never been a better time to join!

Junior Memberships starting at just $278/month

(281) 486-4323 
extension 103

Pearland’s Premier 

Country Club

FREE
Must call Anna Lyons to 
redeem. Expires 10/31/2016.

1 Day Guest Pass

Call us at 1-888-522-5808 or visit us online at xfinity.com/moversedge today.

Restrictions apply. XFINITY services not available in all areas. Installation charges may apply. Prepaid card offer available from 6/1/2016-8/31/2016, and is limited to new X1 Complete Triple Play residential customers. 2-year term agreement 
required with prepaid card offer. Early termination fee applies. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A., pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere 
Visa® debit cards are accepted. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit xfinity.com. © 2016 Comcast Cable Communications, LLC. All rights reserved. All channel logos, trademarks and service marks are the property of their 
respective owners. MGA99998-0025

Before you move, call our Move Specialists to find out how you can get up to a 
$200 Visa® Prepaid Card when you select a qualifying HD Triple Play. Plus, don’t 
forget to ask about XFINITY X1. It will change the way you experience TV!

Schedule a professional installation on the date you choose,
and we’ll arrive within a 2-hour appointment window – guaranteed.

Self move. Ask how you can take your 
equipment with you when you move.

Moving can be tough. XFINITY is here to help.

Choose the installation option that works best for you.
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Fall 2016

GUIDE
Pearland and Friendswood—along with the rest of the Greater Houston area—have 
a number of events during the upcoming fall months to celebrate the cooler  
weather and changing of the season. This guide includes options for all ages.

Compiled by Emily Donaldson,  
Stephen Garcia and Danica Smithwick

October
01Flying Saucer 

BeerFeast
Sugar Land’s Flying Saucer hosts its 
fifth annual event, featuring more 
than 50 breweries and 80 craft 
beers. Restaurants in Sugar Land 
Town Square have food available for 
attendees. Ticket purchase includes 
admission to the event, a tasting card 
that includes 12 beer samples and a 
tasting glass. Additional tasting cards 
are available for purchase. $15-$68. 
2-6:30 p.m.  
Sugar Land Town Square, 15958 City 
Walk, Sugar Land 
281-242-7468 
www.saucerbeerfeast.com

01and 02 
Pearland Art & 

Crafts on the Pavilion
The Pearland Convention & Visitors 
Bureau hosts its seventh annual event. 
Attendees enjoy browsing a variety 

of crafts for sale. Artists may submit 
applications to sell their handcrafted 
items. The deadline to apply is Sept. 
15, officials said. The event also 
includes live entertainment, children’s 
crafts, food trucks, and a wine bistro. 
Free. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Oct. 1 and 2)   
Pearland Town Center Pavilion, 
11200 W. Broadway St., Pearland  
713-436-5595 
www.visitpearland.com

06through 09  
The Original Greek 

Festival
This festival highlights Greek culture 
through traditional food, crafts, art and 
gifts. Each night features traditional 
Greek dancing reflecting the customs 
and culture of the country. Cathedral 
tours are also offered throughout the 
festival. $5 (admission at the gate). 
Free admission (Oct. 6 from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. and every day for children age 12 
and under). $22 (presale ticket includes 
one-day admission and a dinner plate). 
5 p.m.-10 p.m. (Oct. 6), 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
5 p.m.-10 p.m. (Oct. 7), 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
(Oct. 8), noon-6 p.m. (Oct. 9)  
Annunciation Greek Orthodox 

Cathedral, 3511 Yoakum Blvd., 
Houston 
713-526-5377 
www.greekfestival.org

07and 08 
Craft fair

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in 
Pearland hosts its 28th annual craft 
fair, which runs in conjunction with 
the church’s pumpkin patch. Hundreds 
of local vendors offer a variety of 
handcrafted items for sale. Booth 
applications are accepted until Oct. 7. 
Free. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. (Oct. 7), 9 a.m.- 
4 p.m. (Oct. 8)  
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church,  
2535 E. Broadway St., Pearland 
281-485-3843 
www.pumpkinchurch.com 

08through Nov. 27  
Texas Renaissance 

Festival
Hundreds of thousands of people 
visit the festival each year. For eight 
weekends in October and November, 
festival attendees dress up and explore 
the Renaissance-themed park. Each 
weekend features food and drink 

vendors, live entertainment and more 
than 400 shops. $26 (adult),  
$14 (child). 9 a.m.-8 p.m. (daily)  
21778 FM 1774, Todd Mission 
800-458-3435 
www.texrenfest.com

13through 16  
Festa Italiana

Festivalgoers celebrate Italian culture 
through traditional food, music and art. 
The event also features a car show, 
grape stomp and pasta-eating contest 
highlighting Italian customs. $5-$25, 
free admission (children age 12 and 
under). 5 p.m.-10 p.m. (Oct. 13),  
11 a.m.-10 p.m. (Oct. 14), 11 a.m.-10 
p.m. (Oct. 15), 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (Oct. 16)  
University of St. Thomas, 3800 
Montrose Blvd., Houston 
713-524-4222 
www.houstonitalianfestival.com

14through 16  
Cajun Catfish  

Festival
The annual event spans a three-
day weekend in downtown Conroe. 
Food vendors offer traditional Cajun 
options and festival favorites, and live 
entertainment is featured on three 
different stages. Throughout the 
weekend there is a catfish pageant, 
kids zone and other family-friendly 
attractions. $10-$20. 6 p.m.-midnight 
(Oct. 14), 11 a.m.-midnight (Oct. 15), 
noon-6 p.m. (Oct. 16) 
Downtown Conroe, 101 S. Main St., 
Conroe 
936-539-6009 
www.conroecajuncatfishfestival.com

15Creepy Crawl
The Pearland Town Center hosts 

the Halloween-themed event, which 
benefits the nonprofit SoléAna Stables. 
The organization is raising money for 
its therapeutic horseback riding center. 
The event includes a 5K race, trick-or-
treating, face painting, food and a silent 
auction. Attendees are encouraged to 
wear costumes, and a contest is held 
for individual and team costumes. Free 
(5K ages 9 and under), $20 (5K ages 
10-17 before Sept. 1), $30 (5K ages 18 
and up before Sept. 1). $35 (5K ages 
10-17 after Sept. 1), $40 (5K ages 18 
and up after Sept. 1)  
7:30-9:30 a.m. 
Pearland Town Center, 11200 W. 
Broadway St., Pearland 
713-436-5595 
www.visitpearland.com

15and 16 
Art in the Park 

Festival
Nonprofit organization Friendswood Fine 
Arts hosts its seventh annual festival. 
The event features the work of local 
artists across a variety of platforms, 

including fine art, fashion, music and 
performance. Attendees also enjoy live 
music and art demonstrations. Free.  
Stevenson Park, 1100 S. Friendswood 
Drive, Friendswood 
281-996-7700 
www.aitpfestival.com

22Fall Festival
First United Methodist Church 

in Pearland hosts its annual festival. 
The event features a variety of games, 
inflatables, food and on-site trick-or-
treating. The festival takes place rain 
or shine. Free. 4:30-7 p.m.  
First United Methodist Church 
Pearland, 2314 N. Grand St., 
Pearland 
281-485-1466 
www.fumcpearland.org

22Harvest Fest
Good Shepherd Episcopal 

Church in Friendswood invites the 
public to its annual event, which was 
rebranded this year. The new festival 
includes a number of attractions, such 
as a pumpkin patch, petting zoo and 
dunking booth. Attendees also enjoy 
pony rides, a bounce house, face 
painting and live music. Free.  
11 a.m.-5 p.m.  
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, 
1207 Winding Way, Friendswood 
281-482-7630 
www.gshepherd.net

November
05Houston Margarita 

Festival
Attendees have their choice of more 
than 19 margarita flavors to sample 
at the festival. The event also features 
a margarita competition and a salsa 
dance contest as well as live music and 
vendor booths with different types of 
cuisine. $25 (presale), $35 (day-of). 
Ticket includes a complimentary 
margarita. Noon-10 p.m. 
Sam Houston Park, 1000 Bagby 
Street, Houston 
www.houstonmargaritafest.com

19Lighting of the 
Doves and iWow

This year marks the 10th annual 
International Winter on the Waterway 
and 34th annual Lighting of the 
Doves. The event features live music, 
international food and entertainment, 
vendor booths, snow play areas, 
appearances by Santa and a fireworks 
display, weather permitting. Free 
(admission), $4 (parking). 3-9 p.m.  
Town Green Park and The Woodlands 
Waterway, 2099 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

The Original Greek Festival
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Top 10 franchises that received 
loans from SBA Houston in 2015

Source: U.S. Small Business Administration/Community Impact Newspaper

Small Business Administration loans are available to people 
looking to start their own small business.

Small business 
Continued from | 1

Franchise 
brand

Franchised units 
in Houston MSA Parent company

Company  
revenues

Top 10 franchises in the Houston MSA

Source: International Franchise Association/Community Impact Newspaper

Subway 

McDonald’s 

Burger King 

Jack in the Box 

Church’s Chicken 

Pizza Hut 

Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen 

Liberty Tax Service 

Taco Bell 

Sonic Drive In

457 

266 

127 

118 

116 

116 

101 

92 

90 

88

Doctor’s Associates, Inc. 

McDonald’s USA, LLC 

Burger King Corp. 

Jack in the Box, Inc. 

Cajun Global, LLC 

Yum! Brands 

Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen, Inc. 

Liberty Tax, Inc. 

Yum! Brands 

Sonic Franchising, LLC

$1.6 billion 

$8.7 billion 

$1.1 billion 

$1.5 billion 

$259.5 million 

$13.3 billion 

$235.6 million 

$147.5 million 

$13.3 billion 

$6.7 million

New business owners often choose one of these franchisors in the Greater Houston area.

1  Amazing Lash Studio 

2  European Wax Center 

3  Jimmy John’s  

4  Massage Heights 

5  Ace Hardware 

6  Chevron (gas station) 

7  Kiddie Academy 

8  Kids ‘R’ Kids 

9  Menchie’s 

    Nestle Toll House Cafe10

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10

OPEN  
THE BUSINESS4

SEEK FUNDING
• Business could be self-funded
• Seek funding assistance from the 

U.S. Small Business Administration
• If seeking an SBA loan, must pro-

vide three different credit reports 
(score of high 600 preferred)

• Complete a net-worth calculation
• Apply for the appropriate loans

Source: Small Business  
Development Center/ 
Community Impact Newspaper

business
TO STARTING YOUR OWN
STEPS

Scores of Pearland residents  
are opting to leave the 
corporate world and start 
their own small businesses.

Enter into an agreement 
with a franchisor, or, 
if creating your own 
company, form a limited 
liability corporation or 
general partnership.

• Decide to open a franchise 
or independent business.

• Develop a business plan.

DECIDE TO LEAVE FINALIZE DEAL

of small businesses—specifi-
cally retail—in the city can be 
traced back to 2008, with the 
addition of the Pearland Town 
Center. She said development 
of Pearland Parkway is provid-
ing similar opportunities now.

“We see all kinds of people 
coming in,” Artz-Bucek said. 
“We have a diverse [population] 
of people. That brings a diverse 
group in education, ethnicity 
and wealth.”

Tim Jeffcoat, Houston district 
director for the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration, said thou-
sands of residents in the Greater 
Houston area are starting busi-
nesses. Population growth com-
bined with a pro-business atmo-
sphere in the Greater Houston 
area make it a good time to open 
a small business, he said.

“If it is the right business that 
meets a market need, I don’t 
know if there is a bad time [to 
open a business],” Jeffcoat said. 
“The only exception is a full-
scale recession like in 2007-08.”

SBDC services
The SBDC at SJC is part of a 

larger contingent that receives 

funding from the state, the Uni-
versity of Houston system and 
San Jacinto College to advise 
potential small-business own-
ers in an effort to give them the 
best possible chance to succeed, 
Bucek said.

“We ensure that people who 
don’t know how to start busi-
nesses learn how,” he said. 
“They learn how to be funded, 
and the service is free of charge. 
That’s probably the most 
important thing for [potential 
business owners]. They want to 
start a business, but they don’t 
have any money in many cases. 
We make sure that they start 
the business correctly.”

Bucek said the Texas Gulf 
Coast Network uses a formula 
of created jobs and capital to 
receive funding from the state.

The SBDC guides potential 
business owners through the 
entire process of starting a ven-
ture, Bucek said. In addition 
to information on securing 
funding, the center reviews and 
advises on business plans.

“I tell you what you need 
to know,” Bucek said. “It’s not 
always nice and pretty. That’s 
just my nature, and I think they 
need to know it. I never tell 
[anyone] no. We will learn if 

it’s feasible or not by doing our 
market research and our sec-
ondary research.” 

After researching possible 
business opportunities, the 
Gottfrieds decided upon Main-
stream Boutique, a franchise 
retail store based in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota. The couple 
worked with Bucek and the 
SBDC before launching the 
business on Broadway Street in 
Pearland.

The center works with those 
looking to open a franchise 
as well as people who want 
to start an independent busi-
ness, such as Drew Dietrich 
and Gareth Blackett. The two 
co-own ADDI Digital Printing 
in Pearland after leaving their 
day jobs to open the company in 
November 2005.

Dietrich said the SBDC 
helped them turn a side project 
producing promotional items 
into their own business venture.

“Gary and the SBDC were 
there to walk us through 

the whole process,” he said. 
“[Gareth] and I both realized we 
had outgrown [what] we were 
[doing]. We weren’t going to 
grow anymore where we were, 
and we didn’t have the ability to 
find [new] customers. I think 
the SBDC really helped in that 
they laid out the whole process 
of how to get funding that most 
banks wouldn’t offer us.”

Small-business owners come 
from all walks of life, Bucek 
said. From retirees to employ-
ees seeking a change of scenery, 
he said there is no typical pro-
spective owner.

“I’ve got people approach-
ing me from large engineer-
ing firms,” Bucek said. “I have 
attorneys who are interested in 
leaving their firms. People want 
to start their dreams. Once 
they get to a point in their life 
where they’re tired of [working 
in] corporate America and they 
have some money in the bank, 
then they can do what they 
want to do.”

Franchise model
The Gottfrieds said they 

believed opening a franchise 
was their best chance for a suc-
cessful venture.

“We felt like we had a lot of 
knowledgeable resources that 
we tapped into,” David  Gottfried 
said. “We felt like we could take 
away a lot of that apprehension 
if we were really prepared and 
diligent. Tracy probably spoke 
to close to a dozen Mainstream 
franchise owners throughout 
the country to really pick their 
brains about the pros and cons 
and the challenges.”

The Gottfrieds said an estab-
lished customer base and brand 
recognition steered them 
toward becoming franchisees. 
Because they wanted to own a 
business but were unsure which 
direction to go, franchising pro-
vided a sense of security, David 
Gottfried said.

“I think any time you’re start-
ing anything out, there is going 
to be some apprehension,” 
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Would you consider leaving your 
corporate job to start a small 
business?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/plf-poll

Sole-proprietor for financial liabilities

Responsible for local ordinances

Control over all business aspects

High startup costs

Control of all net profits

Proven operating system

One-time Franchising Fee

Royalty/Advertising Fees

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
SMALL BUSINESS VS. FRANCHISE

E. Broadway St.
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Your Door Refi nishing Experts

$30 OFF

Your Door Refi nishing ExpertsYour Door Refi nishing ExpertsYour Door Refi nishing Experts

MIRACLEMIRACLE
D O O R S

Like New Again.

Call for FREE Estimate
281-750-5510  |  www.miracledoors.com

your door refi nishing 
Call for details. On-Site, Same Day Service. 
Bonded & Insured.

Door Refinishing & Repair  •  Garage Door Refinishing  •  Door & Hardware Installation  •  Weatherstripping  •  Superior Quality Sealant

Before After

he said. “We certainly had 
some of that. With that said, 
we chose the franchise model 
because we felt it was import-
ant to have a proven [business] 
model and support system to 
work behind us.”

HaYoung Kim opened 
UFC Gym in Pearland in 
early August. Kim also said 
the franchise model offered a 
chance for him to realize his 
dream of becoming a business 
owner while receiving sup-
port from a franchiser.

Kim said he began the process 
with little expertise in gym own-
ership. Kim spent three years 
as CEO of a chemical company 
and five years as a chief financial 
officer for a California-based 
electronics company.

He said while at those com-
panies, he realized he wanted to 
open a business where he was in 
charge of making the decisions. 
However, having never owned a 
business, the franchise opportu-
nity provided a safety net.

“I like gyms, but I have no 
experience in the gym busi-
ness,” Kim said. “I am worried 
about my dream [versus] my 

reality. That is the biggest bar-
rier. That’s the reason I chose a 
franchise. I can use their name, 
their process and their system.”

Small-business ownership
Brian Allen and Kris Szecsy, 

co-owners of BAKFISH Brew-
ing Co. in Pearland, chose 
the small-business model 
despite the lack of direction. 
Although the friends did not 
utilize the SBDC, their drive 
fueled the launch of the busi-
ness, Allen said.

“We didn’t have a hand-
book written for us,” he said. 
“We didn’t have any kind of 
playbook saying, ‘Here’s how 
you go talk to banks. Here’s 
how you write a business 
plan.’ We kind of just did it 
as we went. You can’t fake 
passion. It’s either something 
you have or you don’t have. 
That’s something we had, and 
people saw that.”

Allen and Szecsy opened 
BAKFISH in March, turning 
a hobby into a profession. 
The two began as homebrew-
ers and decided Pearland was 
an untapped market for a 

craft brewery.
“I think once you have that 

entrepreneurial drive and you 
find that one thing that grabs 
you—that passion—you get 
blinders on and you don’t 
see all the hurdles and speed 
bumps along the way,” Allen 
said. “You just keep moving 
forward no matter what.”

Dietrich and Blackett also 
decided a franchise was not for 
them. Blackett said although 
business ownership provides 
certain benefits, the possibility 
of failure remains.

“You can come and go as you 
want,” he said. “You can take 
vacation when you want. But 
if you aren’t succeeding, you 
don’t get to do any of that.”

Artz-Bucek said the chamber 
is dedicated to making Pearland 
attractive to new businesses, 
while also keeping the current 
business owners happy.

“I think that what the 
chamber has done specifi-
cally is work with the city, the 
[Pearland Economic Develop-
ment Corporation] and our 
[school districts] as a partner 
to make sure the quality of 
life, the education system and 
economic growth are viable,” 
she said. “Our businesses that 
are here, we work to retain 
them. We make sure that they 
grow—or give them opportu-
nity to grow.”

Additional reporting by  
Jeff Forward

  BAKFISH BREWING CO.

  MAINSTREAM BOUTIQUE

   ADDI DIGITAL PRINTING
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Now Open in Pearland
2701 Pearland Parkway
Suite 190
Pearland, TX 77581
281-485-6400

Hours: 
Monday through Friday
4:30 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
12 p.m. – 8 p.m.

urgentcare.texaschildrens.org

©
 2

01
6 

Te
xa

s 
C

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
H

os
pi

ta
l. 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
. U

C
05

0_
02

09
16

UC050_ad_Pearland_CIN_Layout 1  2/10/16  1:20 PM  Page 1



Pearland | Friendswood Edition • August 2016 29

strategies to help the city remain a com-
petitive employer in the region, Human 
Resources Director Michelle Graham 
said.

“The important thing to remember 
about a city is it operates just like any 
large business,” City Council Mem-
ber Trent Perez said. “It’s got multiple 
departments with multiple skillsets, and 
the more staff that you have to deal with 
the amount of growth, the more efficient 
the system is. Like any company, you 
have to look at how much money you 
have available for staffing.” 

Although the study will not address 
staffing levels, maintaining an adequate 
number of employees as the population 
increases is a concern among officials.

“The ratio of our employees to cit-
izens is lower than some other com-
munities—right, wrong or indifferent, 
that’s where we are,” Graham said. “I 
think you have a good group of peo-
ple who are working very fast and very 
hard. The growth of the community 
does add a challenge to our workload, 
but I wouldn’t specifically target a cer-
tain department that I would say is 
more understaffed or overwhelmed.”

As it stands, third-party contractors 
are hired to supplement city employees 
in some departments, a strategy that 
receives mixed reviews from officials.

“I just think there’s a different level of 
ownership [with city employees],” City 
Council Member Keith Ordeneaux said. 
“I want our employees and the people 
servicing the citizens to have ownership 
in what they do.”

In June, the council moved forward 
with plans to survey four plats of land for 

annexation. While the future annexed 
land is not expected to have a significant 
effect on the population, the additions 
will increase the city limits and with it 
the amount of area covered by some  
services, such as police protection.

Dealing with growth
The Pearland population has increased 

each year since 1970, according to cen-
sus data. The most significant spike took 
place between 2000-10 when more than 
53,000 people moved to the city.

About 117,000 people live in the city 
limits as of July 1, according to an esti-
mate by the Pearland Economic Devel-
opment Corporation. The population 
rises to about 139,000 when including 
Pearland’s extraterritorial jurisdiction.

“When you became a stable commu-
nity and growth has stopped, you’re able 
to reduce your staffing to just the needs 
for service in the community,” Mayor 
Tom Reid said. “That’s not us. We’re 
growing so much.”

With the increase in population comes 
a greater need for city services, officials 
said. Today, Pearland employs 800 work-
ers compared to about 250 who worked 
for the city in 2000, Graham said.

The current study will compare sala-
ries and job responsibilities with munic-
ipalities in the Greater Houston area 
as well as those with similar employee 
structures to Pearland, Graham said.

“It’s important for us to have [the 
study] done so that we make sure we 
have a compensation and classification 
structure that can support keeping indi-
viduals who are already within the orga-
nization [and] also assist us in recruiting 
when we do have vacancies or new posi-
tions,” Graham said.

Officials said it is suggested this type 

of research be conducted every three 
to five years. The last employee study 
for Pearland was completed in 2013; 
however, only some departments were 
examined, Graham said. A complete 
study similar to the one approved in July 
was last conducted in 2006.

Third-party contractors
At its July 11 meeting, City Council 

renewed a contract with Frees & Nichols 
for services relating to plan review and 
engineering studies. Officials said the 
additional assistance—which is used on 
a per-need basis—will aid the city’s Plan-
ning Department with the increased 
activity with building permits.

The city outsources work to reduce 
workload and overtime hours for full-
time employees, officials said. The strat-
egy is utilized in multiple departments.

Ordeneaux said he would prefer 
expanding staff over hiring third parties. 
The city lacks funding, however, to cre-
ate a significant number of positions, he 
said. While most new jobs are added to 
public safety departments, Ordeneaux 
said all city staff should be considered.

“With the funding levels we have now, 
it’s the only strategy we have,” he said. “I 
would much rather see us have the posi-
tions be in-house. I feel that when you 
outsource, you lose some of the pride 

and consistency.”
Perez said the use of third parties 

is smart because Pearland’s growth 
could slow and cause the city to con-
sider cutting positions. However, 
Perez does feel adequate staffing is 
needed to handle a growing amount of  
infrastructure needs.

“We don’t know how long this growth 
is going to continue,” he said. “We don’t 
know once the growth steadies or stag-
nates how much staff we would need 
to deal with the difficult-to-predict ser-
vices we provide, like plan review and 
inspections. It’s important that we don’t 
overstaff and put ourselves in long-term 
commitments.”

Reid also said the city should use 
population data rather than projections 
when considering additional staff posi-
tions. When growth stabilizes or stops, 
he said, there is no longer a need to 
increase staff.

“It does affect your city staffing when 
you have a higher growth rate in your 
community,” he said. “Once we start 
stabilizing and the population stops 
expanding at this rate, we’ll probably 
stabilize more and hire less staff.”
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30,000

0

60,000

37,640

90,000

120,000

150,000 Pearland was the seventh-fastest growing city in the country with a population of at least 50,000 from July 2014 to July 15, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. The city has experienced rapid growth since the early 2000s, spurred by the construction of a number of large  
residential developments.

PEARLAND’S POPULATION

The city of Pearland utilizes third party contractors in a 
variety of capacities across multiple departments. Third 
parties supplement city staff, completing duties such as:

PLANNING DEPT.
• plan review
• engineering services

• waste collection

• dispatch services • maintenance of city vehicles 
and facilities

DISPOSAL SERVICES DEPT.

FIRE/EMS DEPT. PUBLIC WORKS DEPT.

OUTSOURCING

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com

Source: city of Pearland/Community Impact Newspaper
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4,500 lots

Lakes of Savannah
3,400 lots

Southern Trails
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Southlake
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Lakes at Highland Glen
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Sedona Lakes
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115,600
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REAL ESTATE

Located near the intersection of West 
Broadway Street and Max Road in 
Pearland, Avalon Terrace is in close 
proximity to a variety of dining and retail 
options. The neighborhood is also near 
Hwy. 288, providing access into Houston 
and the Texas Medical Center.

Avalon Terrace is zoned to Pearland ISD 
schools.

Avalon Terrace, 77584

2114 Rolling Hills Drive  $329,310 
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  2,703 sq. ft.

Agent: Cyndi Kornegay   
Gatehouse Properties  281-372-6111

7606 Lakeside Manor Lane $295,000 
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  2,938 sq. ft.

Agent: David H. Young 
David Young & Company  713-722-6900

7409 Quiet River Lane  $279,900  
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  2,809 sq. ft.

Agent: Rozalynn Clyde 
Keller Williams        281-670-1800

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 8/2/16

Build-out year: 2016

Square footage: 1,583-3,722

Median home value: $249,450

HOA dues (estimated): $525-$600 annually 

Amenities: pool, playgrounds, subdivision 
across from new city park

Schools: Lawhon Elementary School, 
Sablatura Middle School, Pearland Junior High 
School and Dawson High School

Property taxes (in dollars): 
Brazoria City Drainage District No. 4      0.1550 
Brazoria County          0.4260 
Brazoria County MUD No. 16      0.9400 
County Road & Bridge       0.0600 
Pearland ISD       1.4156

Total (per $100 value) 2.9971                

7

Homes on 
the market*

$7,476

Median annual 
property taxes

$249,450

Median 
home value

42

Average days on 
the market*

2

Homes under 
contract*

$105

Median price 
per square foot

77581

518

288

521

77089

77584

77578

77546

45

35

PEARLAND

FRIENDSWOOD

MANVEL

6

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Price 77581 77584 77578 77546

$350,000

$325,000

$300,000

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

$150,000

$125,000

$100,000

Median price of homes sold  July 2015 vs.  July 2016
                                         Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 77581 77584 77578 77546

$149,999 or less 4/71 2/77 0/92 3/62

$150,000-$199,999 12/71 15/67 8/71 13/59

$200,000-$299,999 64/66 119/67 33/97 34/65

$300,000-$399,999 32/81 130/66 23/92 36/81

$400,000-$499,999 14/94 56/73 33/99 33/86

$500,000-$599,999 0/72 14/125 14/93 26/99

$600,000-$799,999 2/172 8/87 2/145 25/136

$800,000-$999,999 1/39 1/86 2/223 7/166

$1 million + 1/165 1/130 1/851 15/186

Market Data On the market  (July 2016)

+25%
-3%

+9%

+4%

Neighborhood data provided by 
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

281-484-0066
8603 Broadway Suite 109 

Pearland, TX 77584

7511 Stone Arbor Lane  $179,000 
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath  1,583 sq. ft.

Agent: Joseph Peterson 
The Property Shop  214-802-4445



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

Blown Away By Insurance 
Windstorm Rates?

It’s Simply A Better Deal

Auto • Home • Life • Health 
Flood • Marine 

Commercial • Umbrella

We Have The Answer!
Windstorm & Homeowners All In One Policy! 

Don’t Pay For Two Policies When You Can Purchase One! 

Save Now!
Don’t Wait Until Your Policy Renews!

Your Unearned Premium Will Be Refunded By Your Previous Insurance Carrier.

Don’t Pay Unnecessary Rate Increases in 2016.

Call Our Offi ce & Save Today!

Don’t Pay Coastal Insurance Rates When Your Home Is Not On the Coast! 

TWIA Is NOT Your Only Option!

Convenient Pay Plans
Written Through A-Rated Companies

Companion Policy Discounts
Comprehensive Policies, Including Full Water Coverage

281-922-1616 
3311 Broadway, Pearland • www.verninsurancegroup.com

mvernjr@verninsurancegroup.com

MANY 
SAVE $1000+

It’s Your Money

No Windstorm Inspection
(WPI8) NOT Required

Food & Dining
Amici Ristorante Italiano ..................... 32
Jet’s Pizza .......................................... 33
Salata ................................................. 32 
Wingstop ............................................ 35

Home & Garden
MK Floors ........................................... 32

Products & Service
Auto Max Automotive .......................... 34
Benchmark Asset Management .......... 34
Creative Edge Art Studio ..................... 33 
Fun Fair Positive Soccer ...................... 35 
Huntington Pearland ........................... 33
Killum Pest Control ............................. 34 
Love Urban Coyote Boutique ............... 33
Vintage Men’s Grooming ..................... 34
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WHERE F INE DINING 

meets family

New Hours: Mon- Fri 4-10pm, 
Sat 11am - 10pm,  Sun 11am - 9pm
709 W. Parkwood Ave., 
Friendswood, TX 77546
832-569-5736 | www.Amicichef.com
Follow us on Facebook!  

LIVE S INGING MOST FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHTS
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS FOR LARGE PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE 

Free Appetizer or Dessert
with the Purchase of Two Entrees

Must present coupon.  Not valid with any other offer. 
Expires 9/14/2016.

10% off  Total Purchase 
on Monday and Tuesday!

Excludes Beer & Wine. 
Not valid with any other offer.

NEW WINE SELECTION AND CHEF SPECIALS

The Next Generation Salad Bar

Teachers & Students receive  
$1 OFF EVERYDAY with school ID!

BACK TO 
SCHOOL 
HEALTHY 
EATING

FREE SIGNATURE DRINK  
w/purchase of salad or wrap!*

*Not valid for online orders. May not be combined with 
other offers. Other restrictions may apply. Expires 10/31/16.  

Valid at Salata Pearland. 

2810 Business Center Drive #120 √ Pearland, TX 77584
(281) 416-4112 √ Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm √ Sun 11 am – 5 pm

Visit us at 
Salata Pearland!

salata.com

9517 W. BROADWAY, STE. 103  (NEXT TO JASON'S DELI) PEARLAND, TEXAS 77584 • 832-288-5198 • 832-326-5613

$100 OFF 
EVERY PURCHASE OVER $1,500

NOT INCLUDED WITH ANY ADDITIONAL OFFER.  EXPIRES 9/14/16.

FINANCING
 AVAILABLE!
12 MONTHS

 NO INTEREST

HAND SCRAPED 
WOOD FLOOR 

(3 SIZES )

$5.29 SQ.FT. 

INSTALLED 
INCLUDING TRIM

GRANITE 
COUNTERTOP 

$29.99 SQ.FT. 
INSTALLED

PORCELAIN 
TILE 20"×20"  

$3.59 SQ.FT. 
INSTALLED

CARPET FHA 
APPROVED 

$1.49 SQ.FT. 
INSTALLED

5" HARDWOOD 

$4.59 SQ.FT. 
INSTALLED

NEW LOCATION:  1853 PEARLAND PARKWAY SUITE 123 PEARLAND, TX 77581 • 281-412-4844
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Let us help your child discover their artistic side 
and unlock their creative edge!

NOW 
ENROLLING 

www.CreativeEdgeArtStudio.com
Sign up now at

Semester Art Classes | Summer Camp

(832) 295-9099 | contact@ce-artstudio.com

Kingsley Plaza | 2975 Kingsley drive suite 137, Pearland, tX

Birthdays & Events

Hit the books with 
Jet’s Pizza®!

BACK TO 
SCHOOL!

WEST PEARLAND
10228 Broadway, Ste. 124

(713) 436-9000

EAST PEARLAND
2708 Pearland Pkwy. Ste. 140

(281) 485-9700

A+

$5 OFF 
ANY ORDER OVER $20

Expires 9/30/2016. Participating locations 
only. Extra or premium toppings, substitu-
tions, extra sauces and dressings, tax and 
delivery additional. Must present coupon. 
Prices subject to change without notice.

©2012 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. *SAT and PSAT are registered trademarks of the College Entrance 
Examination Board. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. The College Entrance Examination Board and ACT, Inc. were not involved in the 
production of, and do not endorse, this program.**Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or Tuition, new students only. Not valid with any other offer. 

Call 281-485-3365

Pearland.HuntingtonHelps.com

DON’T 
SWEAT 

IT!
READING • WRITING • MATH • STUDY SKILLS • SAT* • ACT* • STATE TESTS

SAVE $99
off Academic Evaluation.** Expires 9/14/16.

DREADING 
SCHOOL? 

Must present coupon. 
Not valid with any other offer. 

Expires 9/14/2016. 
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COMPLETE TERMITE + PEST CONTROL, MOSQUITO MISTING 
SYSTEMS, ANTS, ROACHES, TERMITES, RODENTS, BEES, BATS, 

WASPS, FLEAS, MOSQUITOES, REAL ESTATE, BIRDS

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

ENJOY YOUR YARD AND PROTECT 
YOUR FAMILY WITH OUR MOSQUITO 

TREATMENT

WWW.KILLUM.COM

PEARLAND CHAMBER 
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 2012-2015

281-297-9993
CALL US TODAY FOR FREE 

INSPECTION AND ESTIMATE!

INITIAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE. 
WITH COUPON ONLY.  

EXP. 9/14/2016.$20 OFF

STATE LICENSE #1104
SINCE 1959

YOUR FAMILY WITH OUR MOSQUITO 

ANTS? NO PROBLEM!

Upscale “Real Estate” Specialist

Sell Your Property
The Fast...No Hassle...Easy Way

Close in Days - Not Months
Houses, Lots/Land, Commercial...Etc...

“As-Is”...Cash or Terms
Ask For...Sean Dennis

#281-222-6088  www.24cash.com

Mon - Fri 7am-6pm      Sat 7am-4pm

713-433-3000
We Honor Most Extended Warranties

11313 Shadow Creek Pkwy. - Next to Sonic Restaurant
www.AutoMaxAutomotive.com

FREE A/C 
PERFORMANCE 

CHECK
Visual Inspection

Most cars/light trucks. Coupon must be 
presented at time of service. Not valid 

with any other offer. 

BASIC OIL CHANGE
$27.95 (MOBILE OIL)
Drain old oil • Up to 5 qts. • Install Spin 
On Oil Filter • 21 Pt. Inspection. Most 

cars/light trucks. Coupon must be 
presented at time of service. Not valid 

with any other offer. 

FREE BRAKE 
INSPECTION

Additional work will be extra
Most cars/light trucks. Coupon must 
be presented at time of service. Not 

valid with any other offer. 

2 WHEEL ALIGNMENT

$79.95
Most cars/light trucks. Coupon must be 
presented at time of service. Not valid 

with any other offer. 

Check Engine Light On? 

FREE COMPUTER 
DIAGNOSIS W/ REPAIR

Most cars/light trucks. Coupon must be 
presented at time of service. Not valid with 

any other offer. 

COMPLETE CAR CARE CENTER

10% OFF 
ALL REPAIRS UP TO $100

COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF SERVICE.
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

We service foreign 
and domestic cars

FINANCING AVAILABLE
12 MONTHS NO INTEREST

BY CAR CARE one

8

288

518
Shadow Creek Pkwy.Ki
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Dr
.

 Beard Trimming | Facials  
Straight Razor Shave | Haircuts
Eyebrows | Gray Hair Touchups 

15718 S. Highway 288, Suite 130, Pearland, TX 77584 (In front of Sam's Club) 
 281-741-4700 | www.vintagemensgrooming.com

Men’s grooming Lounge
V  NTAGE
www.VintageMensGrooming.com

Get your groom on

Cl
ient Appreciation Day

Join US
Saturday, August 27th
SPecialty 

Drink
Mojito
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Not valid with any other specials, promotions or offers. 
Present coupon at the time of purchase. 
Valid only at participating locations.
One coupon per customer visit.

Expires 09/30/16. 

THREE BONELESS
WINGS
WITH ANY WING PURCHASEFREE

PEARLAND 2701 PEARLAND PARKWAY • (281) 412-WING (9464)
REMEMBER TO VISIT OUR OTHER LOCATIONS

DEER PARK 3709 CENTER STREET • (281) 479-WING (9464)
HOUSTON 712 GULFGATE CENTER MALL • (713) 643-WING (9464)

HOUSTON 8326 BROADWAY STREET • (713) 847-WING (9464)
SKIP THE WAIT. ORDER @ wingstop.com



ONLY THE BEST
FOR YOU  

AND YOUR BABY.
We know there’s no more joyful time than 
when you are expecting. And we also 
realize you have a choice where your baby 
will be delivered.

That’s why we are proud to introduce The 
Woman’s Hospital of Texas at Pearland 
Medical Center. 

Through this partnership, we offer unrivaled 
services to enhance this miraculous 
experience. Our highly-skilled physicians 
are prepared to handle sick or premature 
babies in our Level II NICU. 

On those rare occasions when it is needed, 
Pearland Medical Center has access to The 
Woman’s Hospital of Texas transport team 
who specializes in the transport of mothers 
with high-risk pregnancies and premature 
babies and newborns who need a higher 
level of care.

NOW OPEN 
For a physician referral or to take a tour of our exceptional facilities, please call 1-855-245-8325.

Visit our virtual tour at TourPearlandMC.com.
11100 Shadow Creek Parkway | Pearland, TX 77584 | 713-770-7000 | PearlandMC.com | Stay connected. 

PMC-16-036_TWHT_at_PMC_CommunityImpactAd.indd   1 04/14/2016   09:37:21

P
E

A
R

LA
N

D
/FR

IE
N

D
S

W
O

O
D

 E
D

ITIO
N


