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By Vanessa Holt and Chris Shelton
Rising tuition costs have changed the 

landscape of postsecondary education in 
the Greater Houston area. An increasing 
numbers of students are seeking more 
affordable options, including community 

Students seek alternative higher education options
Lone Star College, Lake Houston area school districts partner to offer cost-effective programs
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Developing Humble from the outskirts to downtown

Nearby George Bush Intercontinental Airport is driving demand for undeveloped land in Humble. 

By Chris Shelton
Although Humble only covers 10 square miles, eco-

nomic development is picking up in city limits and on 
the periphery. Several mixed-use developments that 
include retail and industrial or real estate components 
are under construction in the area.  

Proximity to an international airport and favorable 
business practices, such as low taxes and rapid approval 
of construction permits, is fueling growth, City Man-
ager Darrell Boeske said.  

“Most of the area is not in a [municipal utility dis-
trict] so we have the lowest tax rate in Harris County at 
20 cents [per $100 valuation],” Boeske said. “We’re very 
user-friendly on development. If you give us a plat, two 
weeks later it gets on a council agenda—if it’s correct 
obviously—and it’s approved and we give permits the 
next day.”

In addition to its pro-business policies, Humble has 
invested more than $22 million in infrastructure projects 

college and dual-credit programs focused 
on majors that are marketable to the 
region’s dominant industries. 

From 2011 to 2015, tuition increased at 
a rapid rate at several four-year universi-
ties frequently attended by graduates of 

Humble and New Caney ISDs—22 per-
cent for a semester at the University of 
Houston and 42 percent at Sam Houston 
State University. 

However, the cost of a 12-credit 

See Humble | 14

EARNING POTENTIAL
Head of household 
education level

Less than high school

High school diploma

Associate degree

Diploma degree

Average national 
household income

$32,214
$51,154
$67,256
$103,256

Source: American Association of Community Colleges/ 
Community Impact NewspaperSee Tuition | 17

Pro-business policies, infrastructure 
improvements attract private investment 

                                 Will Clayton Pkwy.
59
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THERE’S NOTHING LIKE 
BEING AT THE TOP OF 
YOUR GAME.
At Houston Methodist, we believe that any injury is no match for 

the warrior that lies within you. That’s why our network of world-

class orthopedic and sports medicine specialists promotes lifelong 

fitness and wellness. By encouraging injury prevention, we can help 

minimize your time away from sports, work and activities you love. 

Whether you’re an enthusiast, an amateur or a pro, we’re dedicated 

to getting you back out there — fast. 

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER • BAY AREA • EAST HOUSTON • PEARLAND  
SUGAR LAND • WEST HOUSTON • WILLOWBROOK • THE WOODLANDS

Visit houstonmethodist.org/gameon to learn more or call 

713.790.3333 for an appointment.
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
During the dog days of 

summer, we try to make 
the most of our experi-
ences with family and 
friends before it is time to 
trade swimsuits and ice 
cream cones for back-
packs and lunch boxes. 

In the August issue 
of Community Impact 
Newspaper, we head back 
to campus early with our 

cover story on the growth of community colleges in 
the Lake Houston area.

As our community continues to grow, we focus 
not only on new developments in the area but how 
the city of Humble continues to keep pace with rapid 
growth in the Lake Houston area. Our second cover 

story details the changes we can look forward to in 
the near future.

As readers have come to expect from our recent 
issues, we have more fantastic features on local busi-
nesses, updates on the latest ongoing transportation 
projects and exciting events to check out on our com-
munity calendar. If you have not already, please visit us 
online at communityimpact.com for weekly updates 
on news in your neighborhood as well as awesome 
savings in Impact Deals.

From our Community Impact family to yours, we 
hope you enjoy the rest of your summer and wish you 
an exciting school year.

Hayley Merrill
GENERAL MANAGER

hmerrill@communityimpact.com
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Are duel-credit courses useful for 
high school students?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/lhk-poll

Will you attend one of Humble ISD’s town hall meetings 
about its new superintendent?

For local news with IMPACT….
turn on FOX 26 NEWS!
Talk with us 24/7 and download the Fox 26 Houston app

/fox26houston /fox26houston

                          Yes, but I am not 

optimistic about what I will hear.

          No, but I am confident in the selection of 

Fagen.

          No, I have already made up my mind. 

          Other

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 7/6/16–7/25/16 

         Yes, I want to hear what Elizabeth Fagen 
has to say about school choice and market-based pay 
for teachers.

8.33%

8.33%

8.33%

50%

25%

Proudly Serving Our Community for Over 31 Years!
State of the Art Collision Repair & Total Car Care

We’re going the extra mile to make your smile!

24 Hours
281-359-3598

22500 Loop 494  
Kingwood, Texas

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
Manager - Vidal Barrera

Service Bays Now Open for 
Scheduled Maintenance & Repairs
Tires & Wheels
WWW.SULLIVANSADVANCEDPAINTANDBODY.COM

Kingwood, Texas
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and collectibles from popular culture. 
The store has licensed apparel from 
Marvel characters and TV shows, such 
as “Game of Thrones” and “Star Trek.” 
281-446-2818. www.facebook.com/
thinkgeekdeerbrookmall

5  Pinot’s Palette opened its seventh 
Greater Houston area location at 
2665 Royal Forest Drive, Ste. B250, 
Kingwood, in late March. The paint 
and sip franchise allows patrons to 
bring their own alcoholic drinks and 
hires professional artists to teach 
painting. Pinot’s Palette offers group 
or individual training as well as private 
parties. 281-973-9346.  
www.pinotspalette.com/kingwood

6  A new location of Advance Auto 
Parts opened in July at 6935 Atascocita 
Road, Humble. The new store offers a 
wide variety of high quality automotive 
parts, which can also be ordered online 
and picked up in the store within  
30 minutes. 281-973-5036.  
www.advanceautoparts.com 

7  Preschool and day care The 
Goddard School opened a Lake 
Houston-area franchise in late July 
at 17823 W. Lake Houston Parkway, 
Humble. The child care franchise 
accepts children from 6 weeks to  
5 years old and offers a play area filled 
with toys and books that help children 
develop. 832-995-2200.  
www.goddardschool.com

8  Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt 
opened an Atascocita location at 
6717 FM 1960 E., Humble in April. 
The yogurt franchise features an 
assortment of flavors that include 
cookie dough, pineapple cake and 
cheesecake.  Menchie’s also offers 
gluten-free and vegan options and uses 
real spices, fruits and nuts.  
281-812-1844. www.menchies.com

Now Open

1  Gracious Gift Boutique opened 
in Atascocita at 7924 FM 1960 
E. in March. The store offers an 
eclectic mix of gifts, jewelry, books 
and home decor. The boutique has 
gifts for all occasions, including 
birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, 
retirement and Christmas. 
 281-852-9524.  
www.facebook.com/
graciousgiftboutique

2  Persona Wood Fired Pizzeria 
made its Lake Houston-area debut 
during a grand opening in late July. 
Pizzas at Persona are baked in less than 
90 seconds in a wood fired oven from 
Italy. The pizzeria is located at 9635 
N. Sam Houston Parkway E., Ste. 400, 
Humble. 832-644-5577.  
www.personapizzeria.com

3  Galactic Smiles held its grand 
opening at 9701 N. Sam Houston 
Parkway E., Ste. 160, Humble, in 

mid-April. The dental office offers 
comprehensive dental care including 
oral health, pediatric care, preventive 
dentistry, dental care for infants, 
sedation dentistry and hospital 
dentistry. 832-225-6925.  
www.galacticsmiles.com

4  Retail outlet ThinkGeek opened  
a new storefront location in Deerbrook 
Mall at 20131 Hwy. 59 N., Humble, in 
July. The shop carries apparel as well 
as home and office decor, electronics 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Corporate events, Social events, Weddings
Built on a very secluded 22 acres with American Craftsman architectural el-
ements, (and a large dose of southern charm!) our main building overlooks 
6 acres of ponds in the woods near the Lake Houston area. The Overlook 
is locally owned and operated by the Kilgore family and we welcome and 
entertain over 30,000 guests a year, while keeping your event private and 

personal with no intrusions.

THE OVERLOOK 
EVENT CENTER

20114 PINEHURST DR.
ATASCOCITA, TX 77346

 (281) 812-0193Bridal Open House | August 14th, 12pm-4pm
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Compiled by Tracy Maness and Chris Shelton

News or questions about Lake Houston, Humble or 
Kingwood? Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com

Coming Soon

9  Memorial Hermann will open a 
45,000-square-foot convenient care 
center within mixed-use development 
Main Street Kingwood in mid-2017. 
The development is located at the 
intersection of West Lake Houston 
Parkway and Kingwood Drive. The 
health system’s recent expansions in 
the Lake Houston area also include 
the construction of a 123,000-square-
foot patient tower and the purchase of 
40 additional acres at the Memorial 
Hermann Northeast Hospital campus 
in Humble. 281-540-7700.  
www.memorialhermann.org

10  Kings Landing, a 327-unit 
apartment complex, is slated to 
open in Kingwood before the end of 
2016. Construction is ongoing at the 
complex, which is located on the west 
side of Hwy. 59 between Kingwood 
and Northpark drives. The apartments 
include housekeeping services, island 
kitchen tops and vaulted ceilings.  
www.kingslandingliving.com 

11  Furniture chain Rooms To 
Go is under construction at Air 59 
Commerce Center, a mixed-use 
development located at the northeast 
intersection of Will Clayton Parkway 
and Hwy. 59 in Humble. The store will 
offer living room, dining room and 
bedroom furniture as well as home 
decor and is scheduled to open by the 
end of the year. 1-800-766-6786.  
www.roomstogo.com

12  Lone Star College-North Harris 
broke ground on a 55,000-square-
foot Construction and Skilled Trades 
Technology Center at 2700 W. W. 
Thorne Drive, Houston, in July. The 
$19 million facility will house training 
labs for electrical technology, field 
service technology and pipefitting 

programs when it opens fall 2017. The 
center will also have six classrooms, 
office space and a conference center. 
281-618-5400. www.lonestar.edu 

13  Supplement retailer GNC is 
planning a new store at the Valley 
Ranch Town Center this fall. Valley 
Ranch is located near the intersection 
of Grand Parkway and Hwy. 59. The 
store carries health and nutrition 
related products, including vitamins, 
minerals and sports nutrition 
products. 1-877-462-4700.  
www.gnc.com

14  Freestanding emergency room 
First Choice Emergency Center is 
opening a location this fall near the 
intersection of Grand Parkway and 
Hwy. 59 in the Valley Ranch Town 
Center. First Choice ER facilities 
are open 24/7 with board-certified 
physicians and emergency-trained 
registered nurses. 832-644-3400. 
www.fcer.com

15  Clothing store Burlington Coat 
Factory will open a location at retail 
development Westlake Marketplace 
by the end of the year. Burlington 
sells apparel for women, men and 
children as well as shoes, furniture, 
baby supplies and gifts. Westlake 
Marketplace is located at the 
northwest intersection of Beltway 8 
and West Lake Houston Parkway.  
www.burlingtoncoatfactory.com

16  Dick’s Sporting Goods will open 
a location within Deerbrook Mall at 
20131 Hwy. 59 N., Humble, before the 
end of 2016. The retailer offers sports 
equipment, apparel, footwear and 
accessories.  
www.dickssportinggoods.com

17  Famous Footwear will open a 
location by the end of the year at 

Westlake Marketplace, a 65-acre retail 
center located at the northwest corner 
of Beltway 8 and West Lake Houston 
Parkway. Famous Footwear is a chain 
that sells name brand footwear at 
discounted prices. 1-888-869-1053.  
www.famousfootwear.com

Relocations

18  BIGTEX Tires and Offroad 
is constructing a new facility on 
the Hwy. 59 South feeder near 
Northpark Drive in Kingwood. The 
move is slated for February. BIGTEX 
is currently located at 1903 Treble 
Drive, Ste. A, Humble. The shop 
services automobiles with off-road 
tires, wheels, lift kits, brakes and 
alignments. 281-548-1111.  
www.bigtexastire.com

19  Nueces Power Equipment 
plans to relocate to 7707 N. Sam 
Houston Parkway, Humble, by 
the end of the year. The new 10-
acre tract will provide easy access 
from all corridors of the Greater 
Houston area and to George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport. NPE 
is an equipment dealership that 
features Wirtgen and Liebherr 
products. NPE’s Houston facility is 
currently located at 7333 Monroe 
Road, Houston.  
713-247-0066.  
www.nuecespower.com

New Ownership

20  Tracie and Riley Mieth took 
over ownership of Planet Beach at 
2665 Royal Forest Drive, Ste. B100, 
Kingwood, on July 1. The automated 
spa features hydration stations, which 
are large steam baths, as well as 
tanning services, massage chairs and 
right light facials. 281-312-1130.  
www.planetbeach.com  

Persona Pizzeria opened at 9635 N. Sam 
Houston Parkway E., Ste. 400, Humble, in July. 
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Pinot’s Palette opened a Kingwood location at 
2665 Royal Forest Drive, Ste. B250.
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Lone Star College-North Harris is construct-
ing a new building on its campus. 
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BIGTEX Tires and Offroad is moving from its 
Humble location to Kingwood in February.
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Brian Burklow, Agent
23902 Highway 59 North

Kingwood, TX 77339
brianburklow.com

281-354-1210
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Veron’s Cajun Meat Market

1960

Pinehurst Trail Dr.

Veron’s Cajun Meat Market has served residents in the Atascocita area since 1990. 
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Veron’s Cajun Meat 
Market
Restaurant’s Louisiana ties fuel flavor

Veron’s Cajun Meat Market was 
birthed on Dyer Veron’s wagon 
in Louisiana in 1919. He sold 

his products out on the open roadway 
until he moved his growing business 
into a storefront. 

His son Ronnie carries on the legacy 
of quality meat products in Atascoc-
ita, a move he said he made because 
customers in Louisiana begged him to 
move to the Greater Houston area in 
the 1980s.

Besides selling high choice to 
prime grade quality steaks—aged and 
custom-cut to meet customer specifi-
cations—Veron’s also sells homemade, 
Cajun food products customers will 
not find anywhere else.

“It makes me feel good when people 
come in here and tell me they never 

thought prime grade steak could taste 
that much better [than regular steak] 
and my steak made their anniversary 
great,” Veron said. “That’s why I’ve 
been doing this all these years.”

The shop is located on FM 1960, just 
east of West Lake Houston Parkway, 
and still possesses a Louisiana flare. 

To this day, loyal customers from 
around the state stop in to fill coolers 
full of the flavorful products they 
said are hard to find in the Greater 
Houston area, Veron said.

“We’re a specialty meat market 
because we specialize in items you can’t 
get at the grocery stores, and they’re 
made right here in the store—not in 
some factory, where they’re made, then 
frozen and shipped out,” he said. “It’s 
just good food. We take pride in selling 

BUSINESS FEATURE

8059 FM 1960 E., Humble
281-812-4181
www.veronsmeatmarket.com
Hours: Tue.-Sat., 9 a.m.-6 p.m., closed 
Sundays and Mondays

By Rosemary Smith

Italian sausage is a customer favorite at 
Veron’s Cajun Meat Market. 

The Cajun meat market offers a variety of 
Louisiana-inspired options. 

Ronnie Veron prepares stuffed pork chops for longtime customer Elton Williams. 

good quality products.”
Boneless, stuffed chicken breasts 

are another bestseller. They are 
stuffed with anything from Veron’s 
homemade pork sausage, dirty rice 
and crawfish etouffee to spinach, 
cream cheese and jalapeno corn-
bread. Veron’s homemade sausage 
options include pork, beef and pork, 
venison and pork, crawfish and 
smoked chicken varieties. 

Elton Williams a Cleveland, Texas, 
resident and customer of Veron’s 
for 20 years, said the unique Cajun 

f lavor and quality meat products 
keep him coming back for more. 

Williams enjoys the stuffed 
pork chops, which are packed with 
Veron’s homemade sausage and are 
a popular sales item. But he cannot 
leave without buying enough twice-
baked potatoes—seasoned with 
Veron’s Cajun Seasoning—for his 
entire family.

“Anything you buy here is great,” 
Williams said. “The Cajun taste is 
there; you don’t have to go to Louisi-
ana to buy it.” 

THERE’S SOMETHING THIS FALL FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
Weekday Bible studies for men and women • Weekly programs for 
children and students • Community service opportunities • And more!

WORSHIP
Sat 6PM • Sun 9:30 & 11AM

BIBLE STUDY
Sat 5PM • Sun 9:30 & 11AM

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH • DR .  ED YOUNG, PASTOR • 22770 HW Y 59 N AT K INGWOOD DR • SECOND.ORG

Make yourself at home.
SECONDBAPTISTCHURCH

161063.N.KingwoodCommunityImpact.August.Ad.indd   1 7/26/16   2:24 PM
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Savvas Greek Cuisine and Grill
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The gyro plate features a portion of lamb and beef gyro meat on a pita, a small Greek salad, 
lemon potatoes and tzatziki sauce ($11.95)

Owners Larry Savvas and his wife Lisa have 
served Greek cuisine in Atascocita since 2011.

Baklava is a customer dessert favorite at 
Savvas Greek Cuisine and Grill ($3.25).
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Savvas Greek Cuisine  
and Grill
Atascocita restaurant fills ethnic food void

Larry Savvas, the founder of 
Savvas Greek Cuisine and Grill, 
was no stranger to the restau-

rant industry when he opened his new 
eatery in Atascocita in June 2011.

He had operated a restaurant in 
Greece, his native country, since 2001, 
before he and his wife and restaurant 
manager, Lisa Savvas, decided to move 
back to the U.S. so their children could 
pursue higher education opportunities.

Larry said driving around the Lake 
Houston area, there were not many 
options for ethnic food, mostly just 
Tex-Mex or Chinese restaurants. The 
Savvases eventually decided on a loca-
tion on Atascocita Road near FM 1960.

“We checked the areas surrounding 
Houston, and [Atascocita] was one of 
the best areas,” Larry said. “It’s a fam-
ily-oriented area—nice and clean with 
friendly people.”

Today, the counter-service restaurant 
offers more than 60 traditional Greek 
menu options as well as beer and wine. 
Larry said some regular customers 
travel from as far away as Pasadena, 
Texas, to eat at Savvas. 

“Everything we cook here is from 
scratch,” he said. “We don’t get 
anything that is premade. We make 
everything fresh, plus we use the 
best ingredients.”

While some restaurants may use 
standard ground beef, Savvas buys only 
Black Angus beef, trims off the fat and 
grinds the meat in-house, Larry said. 
Savvas also only cooks with fresh herbs 
instead of dry ones. 

DINING FEATURE

6730 Atascocita Road, Humble
281-312-6358
www.savvasgreekcuisineandgrill.com
Hours: Sun., 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Tue.-Sat. 
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Closed Mondays.

By Tracy Maness

Baklava, one of the restaurant’s most 
popular desserts, is made daily with 
original ingredients.

“We use the real butter, honey and 
sugar, and we put tons of walnuts in it,” 
Lisa said. “If you buy [baklava] at the 
grocery store, it has oil or margarine 
and just a little bit of honey.”

Many of the recipes resemble those 
that chefs in northern Greece would 
use to prepare a meal. However, some 
of them, like his lamb shank recipe, 
which is only served Friday through 
Sunday, belonged to Larry’s mother.

“It’s one of my mother’s old recipes 
where you have to slow cook the lamb 
shank in a tomato sauce with wine,” he 
said. “We slow cook it overnight, and 
the next day it’s ready. We have to let it 
sit in the brine so it can soften up and 
then falls apart.”

Another popular dish is the gyro 
plate, which comes with a generous 
helping of gyro meat—made from lamb 
and beef—as well as a choice of two 
sides, pita bread, and a small portion of 
tzatziki sauce, which is prepared fresh 
each morning and afternoon.

Lisa said although she knows there 
are many restaurant options available 
in Atascocita, customers choose her 
restaurant because there are healthy 
options on the menu.

“I believe ours is healthier because 
we prepare it ourselves,” she said. 
“We do as much as we can here in 
our kitchen. Parents like the fact that 
our food is fresher and healthier for 
their kids.”

A guide to Greek desserts 
Baklava: A dough pastry with ground 
walnuts, cinnamon and honey ($3.25)

Galaktoboureko: Pastry filled with 
custard and house made syrup ($3.25)

Risogalo: Features Greek rice pudding 
with cinnamon ($3.25)

Melomakarona: A cookie with walnuts, 
cinnamon and orange zest ($3.25)

Customer favorites
• Gyro plate ($11.95)
• Greek salad ($4.50, small), ($7.50, large)
• Egg and lemon chicken soup ($3.95, 

small), ($6.95, large)
• Tzatziki dip ($3.95, small), ($6.95, large) 

2825 W. Town Center Circle
Kingwood, TX 77339

LSC-Kingwood 
breaks ground 

on new Process 
Technology Center 

in Generation Park 
this fall.  

www.lonestar.edu

Start Close. Go Far!

 EEOC 
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Enjoy the Perks of Lakeside Living

TheCommonsOfLakeHouston.com

PREVIEW
SHOWING

SAVE UP TO

$20k 
OFF OPENING 

PRICES
Excellent Schools

Bulkhead Shorline with Individual 
Boat Slips Already Built

Over 75 Acres of Lakeside Parks 
with Sandy Beaches

30+ Miles of Nature Trails
Only 25 Minutes to Bush Airport & 35 

Minutes to Downtown Houston

281.794.1717
By Appointment Only

CALL NOW

Final Release of 12 Waterfront Homesites

A Signorelli Community
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Lake
Houston

1960

2100

2932001_18603
4.5085 5.5416

4C

You have dreams. We have the tools 
and resources to help you reach them.

© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (2932001_18603)

Let’s talk.
We know going to college is a big step. That’s why 
we provide tools, resources, and special limited-
time promotions to help both students and parents 
prepare to make the most of this opportunity.

Learn about different ways to pay for school, tools 
for managing money, and how to build credit for  
the future. Visit Get College ReadySM at 
wellsfargo.com/getcollegeready.

Holtz Law Firm, P.C.
James W. Holtz, Attorney at Law

William W. Holtz, Attorney at Law

Special Education 
Concerns?

• Children with disabilities are entitled to a free appropriate 
public education.

• Not following proper procedure can result in losing your 
ability to assert these rights.

• Representing parents regarding special education disputes.
• Statewide representation.

2121 Sage Road, Suite 250, Houston, TX 77056
T: 713-467-1396   F: 713-467-1399  

E: jholtz@holtzlegal.com | www.holtzlegal.com
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4   West Lake Houston Parkway/ 
Will Clayton Parkway corridor 
improvements
A  Fiber-optic cables will be installed to 

improve signal operations along Will 
Clayton Parkway between Atascocita 
Road and West Lake Houston Parkway.  

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at lhknews@communityimpact.com.Compiled by Chris Shelton

B  An additional left-turn lane will be 
added for northbound traffic to turn 
westbound onto FM 1960 from West Lake 
Houston Parkway.    
C  A new traffic signal will be constructed 

at the intersection of June Forest Drive 
and Will Clayton Parkway.  

Timeline: Construction expected to 
begin fourth quarter 2016
Cost: $3.8 million
Funding sources: Jack Morman, Harris 
County Precinct 2

5   Northpark Drive expansion
The LHRA is designing the expansion of 
Northpark Drive in Kingwood. The project 
will add a lane on each side of the road 
from Loop 494 to Woodland Hills Drive 
with an overpass at the railroad tracks. 
The LHRA is seeking discretionary grant 
funds to help pay for the project.    

Timeline: Construction could begin in 
2019
Cost: $55 million
Funding sources: LHRA, Montgomery 
County, Texas Department of 
Transportation, private developers, Harris 
County precincts 2 and 4

6  FM  1960 Business upgrades
TxDOT is resurfacing FM 1960 
Business as well as constructing 
medians and installing sidewalks 
between west of Lee Road to east 
of Old Humble Road in Humble. The 
8.2-mile stretch of improvements also 
includes drainage and intersection 
upgrades throughout the project.  

Timeline: November 2014-first quarter 
2017
Cost: $13.2 million
Funding sources: TxDOT
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Map not to scale

Hardy Toll Road
The toll road is being widened from 
two to three lanes in each direction 
from FM 1960 to the Grand Parkway. 
The widening, which will include the 
construction of full shoulders, and an 
interchange at the Grand Parkway, 
is under construction. Signing and 
pavement markings will be updated 
along the entire toll road, and bridge 
decks are under repair. As of March, 
all tolled ramps along the Hardy 
Toll Road are EZ Tag-accessible. 
Starting July 18, cash was no longer 
accepted on the toll road.

Timeline: January 2015-first quarter 
2017
Cost: $95 million
Funding sources: Harris County Toll 
Road Authority

1   Lockwood Drive/Woodland Hills 
Drive expansion, extension
Harris County Precinct 2 is designing two 
additional phases of the project, which will 
expand Woodland Hills Drive to four 
lanes between Beltway 8 and Eagle 
Ridge Elementary School, where the road 
currently ends. A new four-lane roadway will 
then be constructed between Eagle Ridge 
Elementary and Woodland Path Drive. The 
project also includes a bridge over Williams 
Gully. Phase 1, which expanded Lockwood 
Drive between North Lake Houston 
Parkway and the Union Pacific Corp. rail 
line was completed in June. 

Timeline: April 2015-fourth quarter 2017 
Cost: $22.8 million 
Funding sources: Harris County 
precincts 1, 2 and 4; McCord 
Development

2  Wilson Road expansion
The expansion of Wilson Road between 
just north of Beltway 8 and Atascocita 
Road has reached the final study phase. 
The findings of the engineering study will 
be presented at a Sept. 13 Harris County 
Commissioners Court meeting. It was 
originally slated to reach the design phase 
in July. The project will expand the road to 
four lanes.

Timeline: TBA 
Cost: $10.2 million 
Funding sources: Harris County 
Precinct 4
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Roadway widening

3  West Lake Houston Parkway expansion
Friendswood Development Co. constructed the expansion of West Lake Houston 
Parkway from Mills Branch Drive to the border between Harris and Montgomery 
counties. The project expanded the roadway from two lanes to four to accommodate 
for increased traffic due to a new housing subdivision in the area. It is open to the public 
after approval from the city of Houston. 

Timeline: Construction completed in July 
Cost: $7.5 million
Funding sources: Friendswood Development, Lake Houston Redevelopment Authority

494
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Amusement park headed to New Caney
Water park, RV park and kart-racing track under construction 
By Chris Shelton

After setbacks and delays, a water 
park, an RV park and a kart-racing 
track are under construction at Grand 
Texas—a 632-acre amusement park 
development in New Caney at the 
intersection of Hwy. 59 and Hwy. 242. 

Speedsportz Racing Park and Grand 
Texas RV Resort are projected to be 
complete this fall after heavy spring rain 
and infrastructure construction delayed 
the projected summer completion, 
Grand Texas CEO Monty Galland said. 
Big Rivers, the water park within Grand 
Texas, is on track to open by spring 2017. 
Once Big Rivers is complete, construc-
tion will begin on Grand Texas’ name-
sake-bearing amusement park.

Grand Texas was originally slated 
for completion in 2015, but delays in 
infrastructure funding, inclement 
weather and engineering difficulties 
pushed its opening back, according 
to Galland.

“People are seeing the clearing, 
they’re seeing the construction,” he 
said. “One response is, ‘We’ll believe it 

DEVELOPMENT

59

242

when we see it.’ That’s fine. Just let us 
get stuff done.”  

The Grand Texas Theme Park will 
feature five roller coasters, dozens of 
rides and an emphasis on live entertain-
ment, Galland said. 

The theme park will be 
about the same size as Six Flags 
AstroWorld—a 57-acre theme park 
that was located in southwest Hous-
ton until it closed in 2005. Gal-
land said the park will continue to 
expand after opening in 2020.

“Houston is a huge marketplace, and 
as wonderful as it is to go down to Gal-
veston or Kemah, for a family in—say 
The Woodlands or Kingwood—it can 
take an hour and a half,” Galland said. 
“We really feel like being in the north 
allows us to reach more people that 
aren’t being served.” 

At build-out, Speedsportz Racing 
Park will feature two European-style 
kart racing tracks. One of the tracks 
will host professional kart races and 
international events, while the other 

will service patrons for everyday use, 
Speedsportz President and co-owner 
Alan Rudolph said. 

“Most of the public doesn’t know 
about [kart racing] yet,” Rudolph said. 
“The great thing about [Grand Texas] is 
location. … I’ve been racing my whole 
life, and there’s no other racing facility 
that’s within 15 minutes of an interna-
tional airport.”   

In addition, Grand Texas will feature 
a factory outlet mall, a sportsplex that 
includes 10 multi-use sports fields, four 
hotels and 450,000 square feet of retail 
and dining in the Downtown Texas 
section upon completion. No timetable 

has been provided for the completion of 
this portion of the project.

Galland said he believes Grand 
Texas will be the entertainment 
component that is missing in north 
Houston.

“Of the top 10 tourist attractions 
in Houston, nine of them are located 
south of the I-10 freeway,” he said. 
“The growth in development and fam-
ilies moving in is to the north. We live 
in a great area, and the one glaring 
absence is large-scale entertainment 
like Grand Texas. We want stuff for 
our families. That’s kind of how we got 
on this journey.” 

Map not to scale

Map key
 Grand Texas Theme Park

 Big Rivers water park

 Speedsportz Racing Park

 Grand Texas Sportsplex

 Grand Texas RV Park

 Grove Factory outlet mall

 Gator Bayou Adventure Park

 Additional property

Grand Texas races to Montgomery County

Source: Grand Texas/Community Impact Newspaper

New amusement park provides a variety of amenities

Lake Houston 10k 5k 
Presented by

Saturday, August 20 ~ Kings Harbor, Kingwood

*Chip Timed USATF Certified Race 

Register at LakeHouston10k5k.com

Bring the family to our Skylla Engineering Fun Zone
Gold Sponsors: Dockline Magazine, El Pollo Loco, K&S Sportswear, New Balance 

Humble and Waste Connections of Texas

A Sure Thing.
We’re your neighbors, fellow moms and dads and community volunteers, 
who you may have bumped into a time or two. You don’t have to look 
far to fi nd caring bankers who can provide business and personal banking 
services to help move you forward on your fi nancial goals. We share your 
values. It just makes sense to bank with us.

Proud member of:
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 Treasury Management • Visit csbec.com
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1.40%
12-month CD. Limited-time off er.

Taking risks with your money is not your cup of tea. So, why not put it in a CD?

APY*

Open an account at our Kingwood Branch
24080 Hwy. 59 North, Suite 100 | Houston, TX 77339 | 281-318-4600
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Partnership to combat fecal bacteria in watersheds
NEWS BRIEFS

By Chris Shelton
The Houston-Galveston Area Council 

is spearheading a campaign to improve 
water quality within the bodies of water 
that form the West Fork San Jacinto 
River and flow into Lake Houston. 

In May, H-GAC created the West 
Fork Watersheds Partnership, a group 
that includes residents, business owners 
and local governments, such as Harris 
and Montgomery counties. 

The WFWP’s goal is to create a 
10-year voluntary watershed protection 
plan that will combat rising fecal bac-
teria levels in the West Fork San Jacinto 
River and Lake Creek, which feed into 
Lake Houston, H-GAC senior environ-
mental planner Justin Bower said. Lake 
Houston is a drinking water reservoir. 

The plan will also draw inspiration 
from recent conservation efforts along 
Cypress and Spring creeks. 

High levels of fecal bacteria in water-
sheds are damaging to human health 
and recreational economies, he said.

“It’s kind of the polite way of saying 
there’s too much poop, and the bacteria 
from poop [is] getting into the water,” 
Bower said. “As bacteria levels go up, 
the chances of getting gastrointestinal 
illnesses and infections when you’re in 
or near the water [increases].”

In 2014, The West Fork San Jacinto 
River and Lake Creek were identified by 
the Texas Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality as failing to meet state water 
quality standards, he said. The West 
Fork San Jacinto River was considered 
Category 5, meaning it surpassed the 
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Lake Houston

Lake Conroe

San Jacinto 
River

allotment of bacteria deemed healthy, 
according to documents. H-GAC 
received a three-year grant worth 
$455,000 from the Clean Water Act to 
begin funding the plan. 

The WFWP held its first meeting in 
May and formalized its steering com-
mittee in July, Bower said. It will take at 
least two years to develop the protection 
plan and seven or eight years to imple-
ment the solutions selected, he said. 

The partnership will begin to better 
understand the sources of increased 
fecal bacteria through computer mod-
eling done by H-GAC in July before 
meeting residents who live near the 
watersheds, Bower said. Rapid urban 
development, agricultural areas and 
septic tanks are often causes of rising 
fecal bacteria levels.  

“It’s not like the old days of envi-
ronmental regulation where your first 

concern was dealing with the factories 
and the pipes,” Bower said. “Now the 
focus is what we call nonpoint-source 
pollution—this sort of diffuse pol-
lution that washes off the land. [It 
includes] all of the waste from our 
pets that is picked up and overflows 
from sewer systems.”

Protecting watersheds benefits the 
community by lowering the cost of 
treating water, providing more recre-
ational areas and protecting the habitats 
of local wildlife, said Stephanie Prosser, 
interim executive director for the Bayou 
Land Conservancy. 

“Our cost of treating the water is 
getting higher all the time,” Prosser 
said. “There’s so much that needs to be 
filtered out of the water to get it suitable 
for consumption. That cost is going 
to continue to increase if we don’t do 
anything to protect our watersheds.”

Map not to scale

West Fork San Jacinto 
River watershed

Lake Creek 
watershed

Spring Creek 
watershed

Cypress Creek 
watershed

Source: Houston-Galveston Area Council/
Community Impact Newspaper

Montgomery County Precinct 4 commissioner indicted 
By Jesse Mendoza

Three members of the Montgomery County Commission-
ers Court were indicted in June. The commissioners were 
charged with Texas Open Meetings Act violations related to 
negotiations on the county’s road bond election in November.

County Judge Craig Doyal, Precinct 4 Commissioner Jim 
Clark, whose jurisdiction includes portions of Kingwood, 
Precinct 2 Commissioner Charlie Riley and political consul-
tant Marc Davenport were indicted by a Montgomery County 
grand jury June 24, Doyal’s attorney John Choate said. 

In addition, the State Commission on Judicial Conduct 
suspended Doyal without pay June 28. Riley and Clark do not 
fall under the commission’s jurisdiction, officials said.

“Over the course of the past several months, the grand 
jury considered the testimony of numerous individuals and 
evidence obtained from a variety of sources,” special prosecu-
tor Chris Downey said. “They determined that probable cause 
exists to conclude that the three commissioners and Mr. Dav-
enport violated provisions of the Texas Open Meetings Act.”

Doyal and the commissioners are accused of negotiating 

the Montgomery County road bond election with each other 
and the Texas Patriots PAC via email. 

The act mandates a quorum—or majority—of elected offi-
cials of a governing body must deliberate matters in an open 
meeting after posting a public notice 72 hours in advance of 
the meeting, said Kelley Shannon, Freedom of Information 
Foundation of Texas executive director.

“For 30 years I have been involved in the public sector,” 
Doyal said. “I understand the open meetings laws. I did not 
violate the open meetings laws, nor did I conspire to violate 
open meetings laws.”

If convicted, the offense would be designated a Class B mis-
demeanor, which is punishable by 1-6 months in jail, a fine 
of up to $500; or both, according to the office of the attorney 
general’s website. Choate said Doyal, Riley and Clark could 
also be removed from office.

Local watersheds

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com

Member
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fective as of the date of publication on 
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and a kids zone. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. Humble Civic Center, 8233 
Will Clayton Parkway, Humble. 
469-502-1967. 
www.backtoschoolfoodtruckfest.com

11 Kingwood farmers market
Locally grown fruits and 

vegetables are offered at the farmers 
market in Kingwood Town Center. 
Vendors also carry an assortment of 
products, such as Indian food, jellies 
and jams, artisan breads and orchids.  
3-7 p.m. Free. Kingwood Town Center,  
8 N. Main Street, Kingwood.  
281-883-4279. 
www.towncenterevents.com

13 Homebuyer seminar
RE/MAX Associates Northeast 

helps Lake Houston-area residents 
learn the path to homeownership. The 
seminar features information on the 
homebuying process, preparing for 
homeownership and the difference 
between renting and buying. 2-5 p.m. 
Free. RE/MAX Associates Northeast, 
2940 Oak St., Kingwood.  
281-358-8888.  
www.northhoustonhomes.com

15 Opry in Humble
For the 15th consecutive 

year, Harris County Precinct 4 
hosts this live musical concert. It 
is held at the Humble Civic Center 
and features headlining performer 
Michael Hix, an entertainer who 
focuses on pop, rock and soul 
music. 7-10 p.m. $15 (adults), $10 

August

04 through Sept. 5 
Houston Restaurant Weeks

Three Lake Houston-area eateries 
participate in this annual event. Patrons 
can purchase a $20 brunch meal, $20 
lunch meal or $25, $35 or $45 dinner 
meal at participating restaurants, and 
a portion of their purchase is donated 
to the Houston Food Bank. The local 
participants include Raffa’s Waterfront 
Grill, The Tasting Room and The 
Union Kitchen. For a complete list of 
participating restaurants, visit 
www.houstonrestaurantweeks.com.

05 through 7 
Sales Tax Holiday

The annual tax-free weekend set by the 
state Legislature exempts sales taxes 
for most clothing, footwear, school 
supplies and backpacks. The exemption 
applies to eligible items selling for less 
than $100. Nonexempt items include 
various accessories, such as hair clips, 
jewelry, sports helmets and pads, and 
cleats. Times and prices vary by retail 
locations. www.comptroller.texas.gov 

06 Back to school event
Nonprofit R.I.C.H. Kids 

Texas and Freddy G’s Cafe BBQ host 
an event that supplies the first  
1,000 children with school supplies, 
such as folders, notebooks, rulers, 
glue, paper and tissue. The Back to 
School Food Truck Fest also features 
six food trucks, additional vendors 

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Lake Houston/
Humble/Kingwood events at  
communityimpact.com/lhk-calendar

To have Lake Houston/Humble/
Kingwood events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the third Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Compiled by Chris Shelton

(children). Humble Civic Center, 
8233 Will Clayton Parkway, Humble. 
281-893-3726. www.hcp4.net

20 George Observatory trip
Harris County Precinct 4’s 

Fun 4 Seniors program provides 
transportation from Cypresswood Golf 
Club in Spring to George Observatory, 
which is located inside the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science. The 
observatory allows visitors to see 
Saturn’s rings, cloud belts on Jupiter 
and the Milky Way. 4 p.m. $15. 
Cypresswood Golf Club, 21602 
Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 
281-893-3726. www.hcp4.net  

25 through Sept. 2-3, 8 
High school football 

home openers
Five high schools in Humble ISD hit the 
gridiron this fall. Each team plays its 
home opener at Turner Stadium in late 
August or early September.  
7 p.m. $3 (student presale), $5 (adult 
presale) and $7 (general admission). 
Aug. 25 (Atascocita vs. Laporte), 
Aug. 26 (Kingwood vs. Ridge Point), 
Sept. 2 (Humble vs. Huffman), Sept. 3 
(Kingwood Park vs. Aldine MacArthur), 
Sept. 8 (Summer Creek vs. Pearland 
Dawson). Turner Stadium, 1700 Wilson 
Road, Humble. 281-641-8130.  
www.humbleisd.net
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Music festival
The Tomball Texas 
Music Festival features 

performances by Shay Domann, 
John Arthur Martinez, Darbi Shaun, 
Mike Amabile and Run Over Twice. 
The annual festival also includes 
food, vendors and a kids zone. 
11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Free (admission 
and parking). Tomball Historic Depot 
Plaza, 201 S. Elm St., Tomball. 
281-351-5484. www.tomballtx.gov
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Worth the TRIP

Lake Houston 10K/5K
The Lake Houston Area 
Chamber of Commerce 

hosts its seventh annual race in 
Kingwood. The race features a $500 
prize for the top male and female 
finisher of the 10K and $250 for the top 
winners of the 5K. 7 a.m. $40 (10K), 
$45 (10K on race day), $35 (5K), $40 
(5K on race day). Kings Harbor, 1660 
W. Lake Houston Parkway, Kingwood. 
281-446-2128. www.lakehouston.org
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Featured Event
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humblepac.com

611 Higgins St • Humble, TX
(713) 410-7713
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David Meece | Homecoming Concert 
August 12, 2016 7PM

For ticket info: www.davidmeece.com/homecoming.html

Please visit our website for updates on our upcoming events.

Upcoming Shows
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High schools in Humble started 
educating area children more 
than 100 years ago, shortly 

after the town was named after Civil 
War veteran Pleasant Humble, its first 
postmaster. 

In the early 1900s, residents needed a 
school for their older children, and the 
first high school was conceived.  

The area and its high schools have 
been transformed many times since, 
but the schools have remained true 
to the name of the town, said Robert 
Meaux, Humble ISD federal title pro-
grams coordinator. Meaux authored 
the book “Images of America: Hum-
ble” and serves on the board of the 
Humble Museum. 

 “[Humble is] unique because 
although the district has grown to 
41,000 students—and an additional 
13,500 is expected over the next 10 
years—it still retains that small-town 
feel,” Meaux said. 

The first school to offer a ninth-grade 

Humble High School was built to replace Charles Bender High School in 1965. 
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curriculum in the area, Humble 
School, was built in 1909. The six-class-
room building taught first through 
ninth grades. Two years later, 10th and 
11th grades were added. 

In 1919, Humble High School was 
constructed as the town’s popula-
tion grew. Humble School was then 
transformed into Humble Grammar 
School. However, a fire destroyed 
Humble Grammar in 1929, according 
to HISD documents. 

The following year, Charles Bender 
High School was built on the grammar 
school site, and the original Humble 
High was renamed Humble Grammar 
School. About 20 years later, in the 
1950s, Humble Grammar was demol-
ished to make room for expansion of 
Charles Bender High, which included 
12th grade by 1941.

“Charles Bender High School was 
one of the most advanced high school 
buildings in Harris County,” according 
to “Images of America: Humble.” “It 

was one of the few schools that had a 
cafeteria and kitchen.” 

Charles Bender High was replaced 
by the current Humble High School 
in 1965. In March, the Charles Bender 
name was resurrected with the com-
pletion of the Charles Bender Perform-
ing Arts Center on Higgins Street in 
downtown Humble. The reincarnation 
of Charles Bender High resembles 
the original high school, class of 1960 
graduate Dave Tullos said.

“It looks just like it did back then,” 

Tullos said. “And it felt just like it did 
walking into the old building—except 
there’s carpet on the floor now, and the 
restrooms have been upgraded. ”

Today, HISD consists of 41 campuses, 
including six high schools with plans 
for a seventh. The district, which was 
formed in 1918, will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary in 2018.

“I started school at Bender High in 
seventh grade, with high school kids, 
and I knew the seniors. Everyone knew 
everybody,” Tullos said. “We still do.”

Humble high schools
Secondary education surpasses 100 years 
By Rosemary Smith

HISTORY       HUMBLE ISD

$25.00 OFF 
ANY REPAIRS OF $250.00 OR MORE.  

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00AM-5:00PM.  EXPIRES 8/31/16. DIAGNOSIS 
EXCLUDED. NOT COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

281-446-6719 HUMBLE

281-358-2949 KINGWOOD

WWW.GOODEAIR.COM

Purchase a 16 Seer System and save up to $1000

Finance with approved credit and 
save up to 50% on your monthly payment

Call for details!!!

STATE LICENSE #
 TACLA001329C

OFFOFF
ANY REPAIRS OF $250.00 OR MORE.  

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00AM-5:00PM.  EXPIRES 8/31/16. DIAGNOSIS 
EXCLUDED. NOT COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

Family Owned and Operated since 1976

“We take care!"  
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IMPROVING MOBILITY IN HUMBLE
The city of Humble and the Texas Department of Transportation have invested more 
than $25 million in infrastructure projects in the area over the past four years. 

since 2013 and created a reimbursement 
program to help make the downtown 
area more aesthetically appealing to res-
idents and developers, he said. The ini-
tiatives help the city combat the natural 
challenges of attracting developers to a 
small town and the historical challenges 
of reinventing a former oil town. 

“We take it seriously that we want to 
be part of the solution to get it done as 
quickly as possible,” Boeske said. “And 
we’ve done our work to put in the infra-
structure, especially roadways. We have 
great standards, and we have improved 
our flooding to almost nil.” 

Large-scale developments
Ryko Development Inc. is planning as 

many as 7,000 homes on 5,000 acres on a 
development just north of Spring Creek 
that spans to Rayford Road in Spring, 
Boeske said. 

The development is still in the plan-
ning stages and does not have a timeline, 
said Nour Barazi Abdeen, Ryko Devel-
opment’s marketing and communica-
tions specialist.

While the large tract is just northwest 
of the Humble border at West Fork San 
Jacinto River, the city is plan-
ning to construct a road 
that connects the 
development to 
prominent retail 
components on 
Townsen Boule-
vard, such as Tar-
get, Kroger and 
Costco. The road 
will be designed 
to alleviate traf-
fic with thou-
sands of potential 
new cars on the road 
and provide fast access to  
Hwy. 59, he said. 

It could also lead to an increase in 
sales tax revenue as more potential resi-
dents would shop in Humble. 

“[This 5,000 acre tract] will be a huge 
development around Humble, proba-
bly the largest single development that 
we’ve had since Summerwood,” Boeske 
said. “They’re expecting 7,000 homes and 
businesses. It’s of that magnitude, and it’s 
at our door.”

Several other tracts larger than  
100 acres are also under development, 
including Townsen Landing Village, a 
750-acre site behind Target on Townsen 
Boulevard; three industrial parks near 
George Bush Intercontinental Air-
port; and Air 59 Commerce Center, a  

111-acre mixed-use site at the intersec-
tion of Hwy. 59 and Will Clayton Park-
way. Logistics and industrial develop-
ment have become sources of growth 
near the airport in the past half decade, 
city officials said.

The Air 59 Commerce Center will 
serve retail and industrial purposes, 
and will feature retail outlet Rooms To 
Go and a gas station by the end of the 
year, said Eric Hawk, a partner at Arch-
way Properties, which is developing the  
commerce center. 

“Industrial and retail are very healthy 
right now on the market,” Hawk said. 
“We’re very bullish about that property 
and, quite frankly, just the proximity—
being on Hwy. 59 and adjacent to the 
airport and in close proximity to Belt-
way 8 with easy access to the Port [of 
Houston]. It’s just a very good location 
logistically as well as for consumer 
retail demand.”

Downtown improvement
Although much of the development 

has occurred on the outskirts of Humble, 
the downtown area—a walkable town 
center—could become a more attractive 
area for potential business owners soon, 
Humble Assistant City Manager Jason 
Stuebe said. 

Developers are shifting toward walk-
able mixed-use centers that com-

bine retail, restaurants 
and entertainment 

options with 
a Main Street 
feel like down-
town Humble, 
as opposed to 
big box stores, 
according to 
a study by the 
George Mason 
University for 

Real Estate Entre-
preneurship. 

“The thing that’s exciting 
about downtown is that’s where the 

niche market is moving,” Stuebe said. 
“I guess you could say the gentrification 
of the old downtowns—you see that 
everywhere. That’s happening all over 
the country right now. We’re just on the 
infancy of being able to tap into that.”

Last year, the city passed the Down-
town Improvement Plan to improve the 
aesthetics of area homes and businesses. 
Applicants could be reimbursed by as 
much $10,000 for projects that are view-
able from the curb. Places of worship are 
not eligible. 

The city has awarded more than 
$80,000 in commercial and residential 
matching grants through the program. 
While some of the projects reach the 

$10,000 maximum, others are as small 
as a $500 paint job for a cash-strapped 
new business, Stuebe said. 

In addition, the city has implemented  
pavement and infrastructure improve-
ment projects that improved roadways, 
such as Wilson Road and Main and Hig-
gins streets, that have totaled $22 mil-
lion since 2013. 

Meanwhile, the Texas Department of 
Transportation is resurfacing FM 1960 
Business, which is also known as 1st 
Street, and constructing medians and 
sidewalks between Lee and Old Humble 
roads. The improvements are projected 
to be complete by the first quarter of 
2017, according to TxDOT.

“If you really want that old down-
town feel to come back and be revital-
ized, you’ve got to do the little things 
like the paved walkways and cross-
walks and the turn of the century light-
ing that you’re seeing in the downtown 
area,” Stuebe said. “That’s important to 
the look and feel when revitalization is 
on your mind.”  

Challenges
Humble’s first economic boom hap-

pened after a big gusher was discovered 
in 1904, leading to a flood of residents 
seeking liquid gold, according to the 
book, “Images of America: Humble” 
by Robert Meaux and the Humble 

2013 asphalt pavement 
improvements

A  Asphalt was updated 
on Wilson Road between 
Atascocita Road and Will 
Clayton Parkway in addition 
to other infrastructure 
projects.  

Timeline: completed 
Cost: $5.4 million

2015 concrete pavement 
improvements

B  Higgins and Main 
streets, two of the main 
downtown roadways, 
received concrete 
makeovers from Hwy. 59  
to the railroad tracks. 

Timeline: completed 
Cost: $7.3 million

FM 1960 Business/1st 
Street improvements

C  TxDOT is resurfacing 
FM 1960 Business, 
constructing medians 
and sidewalks between 
Lee Road to east of Old 
Humble Road in Humble.  
Timeline: early 2017 
Cost: $13.2 million

Searching for proximity to major freeways and the George Bush Intercontinental 
Airport, developers are purchasing and developing Humble’s available tracts of land.
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“[This 5,000-
acre tract] will be a huge 

development around 
Humble, probably the larg-

est single development 
that we’ve had since 

Summerwood.”
—Darrell Boeske, city manager
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Continued from | 1
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LIGHTING UP DOWNTOWN

The city of Humble approved the Downtown Improvement Program last year to help 
beautify homes and businesses in the town center. The program covers projects that 
cost as much as $10,000 that are visible from the curb.

The Humble city council has 

approved more than $52,000 

in reimbursement grants on 
residential projects. 

More than $30,000 has been 
awarded in grants to go toward 
commercial projects. 

In total, $82,344 has been 
awarded toward 14 projects that 

totaled $164,689. 

More than $17,000 remains 
for residential 
projects. The 
monies budgeted 
for commercial uses 
have been maxed 
out until the program 
is renewed Oct. 1. 

B

B

Ryko Development

 5,000 acres

 7,000 homes

 TBD

Ryko Development Inc. is planning 
the largest single-family development 
near Humble since Summerwood, city 
officials said.

Townsen Landing Village

 750 acres

 380 homes

 TBD

The 750-acre site being developed 
by Skymark Development Co. could 
yield 380 homes in two phases. It is 
located behind Target. 

Air 59 Commerce Center

 111 acres

 Mixed-use development

 End of 2016

Rooms to Go and a gas station are 
planned at this 111-acre site that will 
include retail and industrial.

Intercontinental Commerce 
Park

 190 acres

 Mixed-use development

 TBD

This 190-acre mixed-use project by 
Skymark Development Co. is slated to 
feature retail and industrial elements.

1 2

43

Museum. By 1905, the Humble oil-
field was the largest producer in Texas, 
according to the city of Humble.

Many residents rushed to the area, 
purchased land and tried to drill for 
oil. The presence of so many oil drills in 
the area makes development today dif-
ficult because developers cannot build 
over old drill sites, said Charlie Drom-
goole, senior vice president of economic 
development for the Lake Houston Area 
Chamber of Commerce. The Humble 
oilfield covered 2,250 acres with 331 
producing wells by 1938, according to 
the Texas State Historical Association

Other portions of land in the Hum-
ble area are located in a flood plain 

near Spring Creek or the West Fork 
San Jacinto River, making development 
more expensive. These factors leave 
attractive land in Humble undevel-
oped, he said. 

“We might look like we have all of 
this land, but we don’t have that much 
because only a certain amount of it 
is developable,” Dromgoole said. “It’s 
one of those things that people don’t 
ever think about because it’s, ‘Wow, 
that’s a good piece of land,’ but there’s 
a hole in it.”

Map not to scale

Downtown Humble

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

45
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Grand Parkway

The 
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Houston

Come Explore...
The Next Big Thing

Parks & Green Space • Lakes & Trails • New Home Designs 
Shopping & Dining • Amenities for all Ages

Homes from the $180s - $400s • Valley-Ranch.com 
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Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available 
nationwide.  Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and 
should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering 
where prohibited by law.

HAVE IT ALL!
LOCATION | LIFESTYLE | LUXURY

OUTSTANDING GRAND PARKWAY LOCATION!

From I-45N: Right on Grand Pkwy. Exit Imperial Promenade Townsen Blvd.

Visit TollBrothers.com/WRCI for info today!

• Highly-acclaimed Conroe ISD. Fall 2018 — planned 
opening of future on-site high school.

• Resort-style amenities! Woodson’s Club, nature parks, 
dog park — coming soon, trails, lakes & more!

• Convenient access to The Woodlands Town Center  
& ExxonMobil Campus.

• Home designs range from 3,000 to 5,600+ sq. ft.

Executive Collection
70-ft.-wide home sites

From the mid-$400,000s
281-907-6188

Estate Collection
80-ft.-wide home sites

From the low $500,000s
281-353-2979

Lan Nguyen, MD

OUR SERVICES:

Minimally Invasive Laminectomy 

     (Spinal Decompression)

Minimally Invasive Lumbar Fusion

Minimally Invasive Cervical Fusion

Kyphoplasty

Minimally Invasive Sacroiliac (SI) Fusion

Artificial Disc Replacement

Minimally Invasive Scoliosis Correction

What’s Causing My Back Pain?
Many sudden attacks of acute back pain are the result of 

overstretched muscles (strains) or ligaments (sprains). The pain may be 
most severe immediately after injury, or it may worsen gradually over 
a few hours. In most instances, back pain as a result of strain or sprain 
can be resolved following a conservative course of treatment – usually 
within two to six weeks – provided there are no serious underlying 
medical conditions. Common causes of strains and sprains that can 
trigger acute back pain include:

• Improper lifting
• Sudden, strenuous physical effort
• Accident, sports injury or fall
• Sleeping position and/or pillow positioning
• Poor sitting or standing posture
• Bending forward too long
• Using your shoulder to hold the phone receiver to your ear
• Carrying a heavy purse, briefcase or backpack
• Stress and muscle tension
• Lack of muscle tone
• Excess weight
• Pregnancy

9816 Memorial Blvd., Suite 107
Humble, TX 77338

    (713) 973-7246 • uspshealthcare.com

Humble Office

Our mission is to  
accurately diagnose 
and treat chronic pain 
to provide patients  
with effective,  
long-term relief.

is NOW

NEW  
HUMBLE 

LOCATION!
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semester at the Lone Star College Sys-
tem has risen only 7 percent, from $704 
to $752. LSCS, the two-year community 
college system serving the northern 
Greater Houston area, was the colle-
giate  choice for nearly 9,000 HISD and 
NCISD graduates in 2015, according to a 
study conducted by the college.

“There are so many things that people 
can do with a two-year degree and make 
a really good living wage, especially for 
those that either can’t do a four-year 
degree or people that have already been 
out [in the workforce], but they want 
to improve what they’re doing or move 
up,” said Maribeth Stitt, dean of business, 
technology, communications and lan-
guages for LSC-Kingwood. 

The school districts are also offer-
ing higher education opportunities 
through dual-credit programs. Since 
the passage of Texas House Bill 505, 
which removed limits on the number of 
dual-credit college courses that a Texas 
high school student can take, more 
Lake Houston-area students are enroll-
ing in dual-credit courses. 

Two-year college growth
Amos McDonald, vice chancellor 

of government and public relations at 
LSCS, said enrollment at the college has 
increased from about 46,000 in 2005 to 
more than 82,000 in 2014.

Although part of that growth can 
be attributed to an overall population 
boom—Harris County has added more 
than a million residents since the 2000 
census—McDonald said the economy is 
also a factor. 

“Debt is a reason why a lot of students 
start with us, but you have a ton of stu-
dents who are transferring from us to 
four-year colleges,” McDonald said.  

This strategy allows students to 
reduce their cost for a four-year college 
education, he said. Two years at an LSC 
campus would cost about $3,000 in tui-
tion, while four years at a public uni-
versity in Texas would average about 
$33,000, McDonald said

“If you do two years here and two years 
there, it’s a savings of  $13,500,” McDon-
ald said. “That alone makes a significant 
difference, reducing the debt by a third.”

Enrollment at two-year Texas colleges 
has outpaced enrollment at public four-
year universities, rising by 26.5 percent 
from 2005-14 compared to 24.6 percent 
for public four-year schools. 

However, tuition increases at the Uni-
versity of Houston has not been a det-
riment to enrollment, said Jeff Fuller, 
director of student recruitment at UH. 
Students transferring from community 
college represent about half of new stu-
dent enrollment at UH, he said.

“It’s not something we’re concerned 
about,” Fuller said. “Our applications 
are up, both incoming and transfer, and 
we’ve been in that pattern for a number 
of years.”

Expanding higher ed institutions
Three community colleges in or 

around the Lake Houston area—
LSC-Kingwood, LSC-North Harris 
and San Jacinto College—are con-
structing new educational facilities 
that offer career opportunities in 
growing fields in which a four-year 
degree is not necessary. 

LSC-Kingwood and San Jac are both 
constructing new facilities at Generation 
Park, a mixed-use development near 
Summerwood. The 50,000-square-foot 

LSC-Kingwood facility will house the 
college’s new process technology pro-
gram, which will train attendees to run 
process operations in a chemical plant—
an in-demand field in the Lake Houston 
area, Stitt said. The project was funded 
through the $485 million bond package 
passed in November 2014. 

Construction is expected to begin this 
summer, and the building will open to 
students in fall 2017, she said. 

“[The Process Technology Center] will 
serve the students in our service area, 
and that’s huge,” Stitt said. “We have a lot 
of people that work as process operators 
that live in the Kingwood and Humble 
areas. And the closest place for students 
in our area to go would be San Jacinto 
[College Central in Pasadena] or Lee 
College. Neither one of those are close.” 

SJC’s new 57-acre campus at Gen-
eration Park will focus on academic 
transfers and workforce needs, said 
Amanda Fenwick, vice president for 
marketing and public relations. It is 
projected to include one building that 
services 2,600 students. However, the 
campus site offers room for expansion, 
Fenwick said. Construction is slated to 
begin in 2019. The new campus, which 
will serve Sheldon ISD, will be funded 
through SJC’s $425 million  bond pack-
age that passed in November. 

Meanwhile, LSC-North Harris broke 
ground on its 55,000-square-foot 

Construction and Skilled Trades Tech-
nology Center in July. When it opens 
in fall 2017, the $19 million facility will 
feature six classrooms, training labs for 
electrical technology, field service tech-
nology and pipefitting programs. 

“The Lone Star College Constructions 
and Skilled Trade Center will provide 
state of the art instruction and train-
ing for career and technical skill that 
are needed in the industry today,” LSCS 
Chancellor Steve Head said.  

Dual-credit courses
Through a partnership with Lone 

Star College System, HISD and NCISD 
offer dual-credit opportunities for their 
students. In HISD, an additional 195 
students enrolled in dual-credit pro-
grams during the 2015-16 school year.  

HISD students can attend Quest 
Early College—a dual-credit-based 
program housed at Humble High 
School—and receive an Associate 
of Arts degree along with their high 
school diploma. The district also offers 
dual-credit courses, advanced place-
ment courses and career-oriented 
certifications through the Career and 
Technical Education program at its five 
traditional high schools. 

NCISD offers a similar program 
through Infinity Early College High 
School, which allows students to earn 
an associate degree or 60 college hours. 
Infinity is housed at the NCISD Annex.

Dual-credit programs allow stu-
dents to take ownership of their future, 
which increases student success, HISD 
Superintendent Elizabeth Fagen said.

“In almost every state that I’ve been 
in, it’s been a priority of the district and 
the state to give students the opportu-
nity to earn college credits before they 
graduate,” she said. “A lot of students 
really buy in and invest in that idea, 
and one of the things we’ve learned in 
the last few years is that student moti-
vation and engagement is really central 
to long-term success and learning.” 

“Debt is a reason why a lot of 
students start with us, but you have 
a ton of students who are transfer-
ring from us to four-year colleges.”

- Amos McDonald—vice president of government 
and public relations, Lone Star College System

LAKE HOUSTON AREA STUDENT GROWTH AT LONE STAR

The number of Humble ISD and New Caney ISD graduates who are enrolling within the 
Lone Star College System has risen steadily since 2009. 
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Continued from | 1

THE RISING COST OF COLLEGE

2011-12 2015-16 

Tuition and fees have steadily increased at institutions of higher learning frequently attended by graduates of Humble and New Caney ISDs. 

LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM $704 $752 7% 

42%

22%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON $4,420 $5,403 

SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY $3,557 $5,052 

Sources: Lone Star College System, Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board tuition and fees data/Community Impact Newspaper

percent increasecost per semester

Are duel-credit courses useful for high school 
students?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/lhk-poll
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Market Data
On the market  (June 2016)

                   Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$149,999 or less 23/96 - 12/26 9/49 21/42 5/52 25/34

$150,000–$199,999 39/52 7/40 46/31 28/43 50/58 22/24 44/32

$200,000–$299,999 79/58 52/44 125/66 94/127 23/53 61/49 49/64

$300,000–$399,999 69/85 53/60 63/71 50/94 3/151 9/77 38/82

$400,000–$499,999 23/149 11/68 19/85 13/57 1/17 10/87 14/60

$500,000–$599,999 9/69 16/89 10/89 14/101 - 9/58 6/107

$600,000–$799,999 3/86 9/113 5/59 6/69 - 11/72 7/61

$800,000–$999,999 1/20 3/102 1/74 2/78 - 3/171 2/81

$1 million + 2/104 - 9/105 3/330 - 3/59 -

Price 77044 77345 77346 77365 77338 77339 77396

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

Median price of homes sold  June 2015 vs.  June 2016

+23%

+7.5% +11%

+16%

+6.2% -11%

+8.6%

Neighborhood data provided by 
Kristen Alsbrooks

Keller Williams Realty Northeast
832-445-9074

www.kristen-homes.com

REAL ESTATE

Eagle Springs is a master-planned 
community located near Lake Houston 
in Atascocita. The neighborhood is close 
to Alexander Deussen Park and Sheldon 
Lake State Park and Environmental 
Learning Center as well as Beltway 8 and 
FM 1960. Retail and restaurant amenities 
include Deerbrook Mall and several mixed-
use centers along FM 1960 and the West 
Lake Houston Parkway corridor.

Eagle Springs, 77346

17631 Bear River Lane  $529,900

4 Bedroom / 5 Full & 2 half bath  4766 sq. ft.
Agent: Dana Calfee
RE/MAX Associates Northeast II 281-415-1185

17123 Mount Loretto Court  $260,000

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath  2,787 sq. ft.
Agent: Nancy David
RE/MAX Associates Northeast II  281-812-6748 

18318 Enchanted Rock Trail  $325,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  4,056 sq. ft.
Agent: Terri Osborne
Coldwell Banker United 281-378-1800 
Realtors-Champion Forest  
 

12438 E. Tyler Springs  $314,500

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath  2,880 sq. ft.
Agent: Bryce Stewart
Doug Erdy Group       832-459-6500

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 07/25/16

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent for the most current information.

Square footage: 1548-4952

Home values: $155,000-$532,000

HOA dues (estimated): $825 annually

Property taxes (in dollars):

Humble ISD  1.5200 
Harris County  0.4192 
Harris County Flood Control 0.0273 
Port of Houston Authority 0.0134 
Harris County Hospital District  0.1700 
Harris County Department of Education  0.0054 
N. Harris-Montgomery College District  0.1079 
Harris County MUD 290  0.0890 
Harris County ESD 0.0800 

Total (per $100 value) 2.4322

56

Homes on 
the market*

$7,063.80

Median annual 
property tax

$219,500

Median 
home value

72

Average days on 
the market*

43

Homes under 
contract*

$81.61

Median price 
per square foot

77338

77396

77044

77346

7734577339
77365

Lake Houston

Humble

Kingwood

59

1960

1314

SAM HOUSTON
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281-570-4395 • www.bigcitywings.com
W I N G S  •  B E E R  •  B U R G E R S

5402 Hwy 6 Houston TX 77084
832-674-8466 Buy One Get One

Buy 5 wings, get 5 wings FREE
includes small ranch.

Not valid with any other off er or coupon. Expires 9/1/16

Follow Us

5324 Atascocita RD. Humble TX 77346
281-570-4395

10903 Jones Rd Houston TX 77065
832-478-5537

Pearland location
Coming Soon

VISIT A LOCATON NEAR YOU!
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FINANCING AVAILABLE

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 33 YEARS

281.358.0955 | WWW.KINGWOODAC.COM

22424 Loop 494
Kingwood, TX 77339 
Mon - Fri: 8AM - 5PM

 Sorters McC lellan Rd.

                                   Kingwood Dr.
59

Loop 494

License # TACLB009596C

$25 off
$250 or more

*not combined with any other offer.
Expires 8/31/16

www.facebook.com/kingwoodac

MAKING HOUSTON BEAUTIFUL

MODERNSALON • DAYSPA.COM

13176 WEST LAKE HOUSTON 
PKWY., SUITE # 8

HOUSTON, TX 77044
832.876.0533

15202 MASON RD. #300
CYPRESS, TX 77433

832.653.5826

469 FM 1488
CONROE, TX 77384

936.273.4471

9635 N. HOUSTON ROSSLYN RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77088

713.896.4247

10490 HUFFMEISTER RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77065

281.807.4247

A BAZAAR PLACEA BAZAAR PLACE

WWW.JENNIKAS.COM • 281-360-2010

WOMENS CLOTHING
HOME DECOR
ACCESSORIES

$5 OFF  
purchase of $25 or more 

Expires 8/30/16.

#7268
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832-777-6623 • www.thedraftkingwood.com

SPORTS BAR & GRILLSPORTS BAR & GRILL

23692 US 59 N
Kingwood, TX

59
Kingwood Dr.

Northpark Plaza Dr.

facebook.com/thedraftkingwood

BUY ONE 
LUNCH MENU 
ITEM GET ONE 

Of equal of lesser value only. Dine-in only. Expires 8/31/16. Valid Monday-
Friday 11am-3pm. Coupon Must Be Presented at Time of Purchase.

FREE

LUNCH TACOS
Traditional Tacos Supreme  .........$4
The Backyard Pork Tacos  ............$4
The Southwest Chicken Taco .....$4
BLT Avocado  .................................$4

LUNCH SANDWICHES
Carnitas Carribbean Sandwich ....$5
Patty Melt ........................................$5
Draft Slider .......................................$5
Vietnamese Pork Sandwich ........$5

LUNCH SALAD PICKS
Southern Chicken Salad ..............$6
Chef Salad ......................................$6

MONDAY-FRIDAY 11AM-3PM

HAVE YOUR 
DRAFT AT THE 

DRAFT!
Enjoy our great food and 
premium beer while you

 pick the  perfect Fantasy 
Football team

Try the great-tasting Turbo Shakes!

832-995-5707 | 22659 59 N., Kingwood, TX 77339

 $10 OFF
Any Purchase of $100 or  More!

Expires 9/7/16

  FREE Delivery
With Any Purchase of 1 Month Package

Expires 9/7/16

Authorized        Distributor of

Products

Protein, Probiotics and 22 Vitamins

We now have frozen 
Nutrisystem foods

Weight Loss Texas Inc. 

 1 MONTH
28 DAY SELECT PACKAGE

$319.00
Pick from our most delicious foods, including 

frozen options, like ice cream! 
Month package includes:

14 Shelf Stable Breakfasts     14 Frozen Breakfasts
14 Shelf Stable Lunches     14 Frozen Lunches
14 Shelf Stable Dinners      14 Frozen Dinners

14 Shelf Stable Desserts       14 Frozen Desserts

Years of Proven Results
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A Kingwood tradition 
since 1985

 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

CATERING MENU
PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE

amedeos.net

22704 LOOP 494 
KINGWOOD, TX 77339

281-359-4451

$10 OFF 
TWO DINNER ENTREES 

OF $30 OR MORE
VALID MON.-THURS. ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY 

OTHER OFFER. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS. ONE 
COUPON PER TABLE. DINE IN ONLY.

OFFER EXPIRES 8/31/16 

SERVING YOU SINCE 1982 | LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

WWW.CRUZAE.COM • FOR A/C AND ELECTRIC CALL 281-446-4272 • FOR GENERATORS CALL 281-446-1597

AIR & HEAT
ELECTRICAL

GENERATORS

THE QUALITY YOU 
EXPECT AT THE 

PRICE YOU DESERVE
Call us for our Spring and 

Summer Specials
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Comprehensive orthopedic care is within reach.   

At Memorial Hermann, we are leading the way in orthopedics. From evaluation to orthopedic surgery to post-injury 

rehab, our comprehensive treatment approach puts patients first. The fact is, if you want expertise in orthopedics – 

you want the experts at Memorial Hermann Northeast Hospital.

Learn more at memorialhermann.org

UNDEFEATED IN 

ORTHOPEDICS


