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By Kara Nuzback
A new state law allows Texas school 

districts exemption from certain regu-
lations in the Texas Education Code, 
including hiring educators who are not 
certified. 

Districts taking an interest in becom-
ing a District of Innovation, or DOI, 
say allowing industry professionals to 
teach certain subjects could increase 
students’ career and college readiness. 
But classroom teachers argue the new 

law is too far-reaching, and it puts 
teacher job security at risk.

Besides exemption from teacher cer-
tifications, a DOI designation could 
allow flexibility in the school calendar, 

See Innovation | 28

City drives ahead 
with $720 million 
mobility bond
By Amy Denney

Austin City Council is one step closer 
toward pursuing the largest transporta-
tion bond proposition in the city’s history 
that Mayor Steve Adler said he hopes will 
transform significant corridors and make 
meaningful improvements to sidewalks, 
trails and bicycle facilities.

On June 23, the council approved pur-
suing a $720 million bond package pro-
posed by Adler for the Nov. 8 election. At 

See Mobility bond | 31

Local ISDs investigate flexible hiring, schedules
Opponents argue new state designation could put teacher employment status at risk

PAGES 23-27

2016  
REAL 
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GUIDE

Outlining a

DISTRICT OF INNOVATION
Designed by Angie Calderon

increased taxes for 
increased mobility
If approved, the $720 million bond would cost city of 
Austin taxpayers an additional $56 per year based on 
a median-valued home of $250,000 if the cost were 
implemented at once. Below is the cost based on the 
median home price from the listed council districts.

Sources: Austin Board of Realtors, city of Austin, 
HousingWorks Austin/Community Impact Newspaper
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POSSIBLE EXEMPTIONS FROM  
THE TEXAS EDUCATION  CODE

REQUIRED TEACHER 
CERTIFICATION, CONTRACTS, 
BENEFITS AND APPRAISAL 
SYSTEMS

×

Early college high schools could start and 
finish on the same dates as their partner 
community colleges, rather than starting 
and finishing in line with other schools in 
the district.

Students who complete the course work 
would not be required to attend 90 per-
cent of the classes in-person.

Classes could be taught by industry  
professionals, and not only certified teachers.

District of Innovation status would give Texas school districts more flexibility in ex-
change for exemption from state regulations. Interested districts would create an in-
novation plan outlining what they would seek in terms of flexibility and exemptions. 
An example is El Paso ISD, which is implementing a DOI plan to focus on making 
students bilingual, biliterate and bicultural.

Districts of Innovation may choose to seek:

Sources: El Paso ISD, Round Rock ISD, Texas Association of School Boards/Community Impact Newspaper

 Flexible curriculum
El Paso ISD’s innovation plan 
expands its dual-language 

programs throughout the curriculum 
to develop English and Spanish profi-
ciency among all students.

Unique instruction 
methods
An example is implementing 

an all-day, rather than half-day, pre-K 
program to give students an earlier 
start on learning a second language.

More or less parent and 
community involvement
DOIs could create an advi-

sory committee comprising parents, 
community members, teachers and 
language experts to recommend 
effective dual-language schooling for 
pre-K through college students.

More budgeting options
Funding is a barrier to 
implementing all-day pre-K 

in El Paso ISD, but the ISD says the 
dual-language program will attract 
more families and students, bringing 
more tax revenue to the district.

× 90 PERCENT ATTENDANCE RULE

Class-size caps could be increased.
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The best care is 
the care that’s 
always there.

The Best Is Here.

MoPac & Parmer

 At St. David’s, providing the very 

best care close to home is our  

passion and purpose. So you can 

feel good knowing we’re always 

right here when you need us with 

quality care quicker.
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FROM THE EDITOR
In mid-July a sixth-

grade teacher from 
Canyon Vista Middle 
School shadowed me for 
three days as part of an 
externship with Round 
Rock ISD. The program is 
intended to help teachers 
find real-world appli-
cations for lessons they 
teach their students. The 
teacher watched as I con-

ducted interviews, completed fact checking, attended 
a planning meeting and drove throughout Northwest 
Austin in search of new businesses. As she described 
how she was going to use her newfound knowledge 
in a lesson plan, I was amazed at the innovative ways 
teachers are using to engage their students.

RRISD and other area school districts are consid-
ering pursuing more innovation in their districts 

through a new designation called District of Inno-
vation. This would provide ISDs more flexibility by 
allowing them to opt-out of certain state regulations. 
We discuss the potential benefits and possible down-
sides of this new designation in our top front-page 
story in this issue.

Each July our newspapers feature a Real Estate 
Guide (see pages 23-27) with the latest news and infor-
mation on the Austin-area housing market. Summer is 
a busy time for families seeking to buy and sell before 
the school year starts, so we hope you find this guide 
useful in your decision-making.

Stay safe and cool this summer, and email us any 
feedback to nwafeedback@communityimpact.com.

Amy Denney 
EDITOR

adenney@communityimpact.com

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Have you had difficulty accessing 
mental health care services?

  44.4%                          Yes. The wait is long to see a provider.

  33.3%                No. I have been able to get in when I need to.

  22.2 %   I do not need mental health care services.

Results from an unscientific web survey collected 6/22/16-7/22/16

Texas has the fourth-lowest number of psychiatrists per 
100,000 residents in the U.S. In last month’s issue, North 
Austin mental health care providers discussed the barriers 
people face when seeking treatment.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Have an upcoming event? Tell us about it by 
uploading your event to our online calendar: 
communityimpact.com/nwa-calendar/. Events 
submitted by the first Friday of that month 
will be considered for that month’s print 
publication. Use this site to also find upcoming 
events in your area.

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion ServiceCentral Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion ServiceCentral Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

SUMMER IS HERE! 
...KEEP THE AIR 

CONDITIONING IN AND THE 
CRITTERS OUT!

CONDITIONING IN AND THE 
Animal Control

10% 
OFF

Not to exceed $150

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention • Dead Animal Removal
Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 
Repair & Replacement of Insulation

512.363.8070   •   www.CritterRidderTexas.com
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9  California-based TriNet opened a 
new office July 18 in Riata Corporate 
Park, 12331-B Riata Trace Parkway, 
Bldg. 4, Ste. 300, Austin. TriNet is a 
cloud-based human resources ser-
vices company and has hired 80 local 
engineers. The new office also houses 
TriNet’s technology, sales and service 
departments. 512-354-8877. 
www.trinet.com 

10  Teri Stegall and Courtney Mendoza 
opened a third Austin-area location of 
All About Vapor on July 16. The shop, 
located at 11815 RM 620, Unit 2, Austin, 
sells electronic cigarettes, liquid and 
accessories. AAV opened the first elec-
tronic cigarette store in Central Texas 
five years ago, according to the owners. 
512-906-0200. www.allaboutvapor.com

11  Co-owners Donnie Johnson and 
Stan Adams opened Baretto on July 
8 at 10710 Research Blvd., Ste. 314, Aus-
tin, next to Brick Oven Pizza. Baretto 
has a full bar and serves cocktails, 
wine, salads and small plates as well as 
charcuterie and cheese from Antonel-
li’s Cheese Shop. 512-345-7994. 
www.barettoatx.com

12  Franchise owner Gary McLearen 
opened a second Austin location of 
uBreakiFix on June 27 at 2525 W. 
Anderson Lane. The company special-
izes in same-day repair service of small 
electronics and fixing cracked screens, 
water damage, software issues, camera 
issues and most other technical prob-
lems. McLearen also owns the location 
on Parmer Lane and plans to open four 
more locations in the future. 
737-212-1884. www.ubreakifix.com

13  The Little Yoga House opened a 
second Austin-area location at 2700 W. 
Anderson Lane, Ste. 229, Austin, on July 
11. The yoga studio features prenatal 
and Mommy & Me classes, children’s 
aerial yoga classes, yoga camps and 
family yoga. The location will also 
house the Little Yoga Shop, which 
carries mindfulness products, children’s 
yoga gear, games and toys. 512-358-
6190. www.thelittleyogahouse.com

On June 22, Austin-based fragrance 
brand PHLUR launched its first prod-
ucts, which are available for purchase 
online. For $10, customers may choose 
to try two samples at home. Product 
packaging is made from corn-derived 
biodegradables, and a portion of pro-
ceeds from each purchase is donated to 
several nonprofits. 888-771-9434. 
www.phlur.com

Northwest Austin

Now Open 

1  The Studio by Ashton Woods 
opened June 16 at 10721 Research 
Blvd., Ste. B-200, Austin. Homeowners 
work with consultants to choose finish-
es for their new homes, and The Studio 
has samples in many colors and styles. 
The design studio previously was lo-
cated inside Flooring Services at 10300 
Metric Blvd., Austin. 737-484-8212. 
www.ashtonwoods.com/design-studio

2  Jorge Humphrey opened food 
truck Top Taco in mid-June at 11200 
Research Blvd., Austin, in the parking 
lot of Kwik Kar Oil & Lube. The truck 
is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner 
and serves top sirloin, chicken, pork 
and vegetable tacos. 512-888-2565. 
www.tacofoodgroup.com

3  Starbucks opened June 28 in 
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall 

Drive, Cedar Park, in the upper-level 
food court. The coffeehouse sells coffee 
drinks, tea, pastries and other food 
items. www.starbucks.com

4  Justin Jackson opened Frosty’s 
Snow Cones of North Austin on June 
15 at 14028 N. US 183, Austin, near the 
entrance to H-E-B. The trailer serves 
shaved ice in 48 flavors with candy top-
pings, cream and sour spray. The trailer 
is cash-only. www.facebook.com/ 
frostysnorthaustin

5  Marilyn and Ryan Landes opened 
Clean Slate Waxing Lounge on June 
22 at 13450 Research Blvd., Ste. 237B, 
Austin. The business offers a variety of 
waxing services for men and women 
as well as facials, massages, makeup 
application, teeth whitening and skin 
care treatments. 512-792-9955. 
www.cleanslatewax.com

6  Holiday Inn Express and Suites 
opened June 1 in the Trails at 620, 8300 

N. RM 620, Austin. The 82-room hotel 
features a pool, spa, fitness center, busi-
ness center, meeting space and views 
of the nearby nature preserve. 512-610-
5700. www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress

7  Nutritionist Heather Hanson and 
Family Nurse Practitioner Karen Zizzo 
opened Thrive Innovative Health in 
mid-May. The functional medicine 
practice, located at 12741 Research 
Blvd., Bldg. 505, Austin, blends tradi-
tional and holistic wellness and assists 
patients with weight loss, diet, exercise, 
hormone balance and health coaching. 
Thrive also offers aesthetic services, in-
cluding Botox and fillers. 512-762-4033. 
www.thriveinnovativehealth.com

8  Owner Andrew Thabath opened 
Moonlight Hookah Cafe in late July at 
12636 Research Blvd., Ste. A-109, Aus-
tin. The cafe offers hookah, sandwich-
es, juices and smoothies. Thabath also 
owns Austin Hookah Lounge in South 
Austin. 512-822-2698

IMPACTS
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Compiled by Amy Denney   
News or questions about Northwest Austin? 

Email us at nwanews@communityimpact.com.Coming Soon

14  Kung Fu Tea will open Aug. 1 
in the Crossroads shopping center at 
9070 Research Blvd., Ste. 102, Austin. 
The franchise specializes in tea-based 
drinks, coffees and slushes. Ingredients 
include boba or tapioca, jellies, juices 
and lactose-free milk. 512-827-9193. 
www.kfteausa.com

Relocations

15  Elysian Plastic Surgery relocated 
July 1 from 11645 Angus Road, Ste. A4, 
Austin, to 11623 Angus Road, Ste. C15, 
Austin. Dr. David Dellinger is double 
board-certified in plastic and general 
surgery and offers a range of cosmetic 
and reconstructive procedures. 512-229-
1978. www.elysianplasticsurgery.com

16  Eyal Gallico moved his home-based 
business, TopMac, into a physical 
location in April at 8650 Spicewood 
Springs Road, Ste. 145, Austin. Gallico 
offers PC and Apple repair services 
for software, hardware, data recovery, 
troubleshooting and configuration. 
TopMac completes repairs on-site at 
the customer’s home or business. 
512-827-8532. www.topmac.guru

17  Top-Notch Renovations will move 
Aug. 31 from 13625 Pond Springs Road, 
Ste. 103, Austin, to 13740 Research 
Blvd., Ste. L5, Austin. The business 
offers residential remodeling, including 
for the kitchen and bathroom; addi-
tions; painting; floor plan changes; and 
insurance-related repairs. 512-538-1962. 
www.topnotchrenovations.com

18  Brandy Credeur relocated her 
business, Karmassage, on June 22 
from 9414 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 
206, Austin, to 13450 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 237, Austin. Credeur has been 
a massage therapist for more than 

14 years and provides deep-tissue 
massage and trigger-point therapy. 
512-826-2115. www.karmassage.com

19  Texas Physical Therapy Specialists 
relocated its Balcones Woods location 
July 1 from 5114 Balcones Woods 
Drive, Austin, to 11150 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 212, Austin. The business provides 
physical therapy services to clients. The 
new location has more space to allow 
TPTS to offer classes using GTS, or 
total-body, machines. 512-794-8863. 
www.texpts.com

New Ownership

20  Sisters Toni Albrecht and Kim 
Salinas took over ownership of con-
signment store Just Between Us on 
July 1. The shop, located at 12332 Pond 
Springs Road, Ste., 323, Austin, had 
been owned by sisters Hollie Harris 
Gordon and Lynne Reneau for 33 
years. It sells clothing for women, men, 
juniors and children age 6 and older as 
well as designer handbags and shoes. 
Customers may call for a consignment 
appointment. 512-250-0746. 
www.justbetweenusaustin.com

Anniversaries

21  Jolie and Jordan Cypert celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of their FAST-
SIGNS franchise in July. The sign and 
visual graphics company is located at 
8820 Burnet Road, Ste. 504, Austin. 
FASTSIGNS provides clients with 
signs, decor, exhibits, displays and 
marketing materials. 512-454-9956. 
www.fastsigns.com/130

22  Austin-based Oncology Massage 
Alliance celebrated its fifth anniversa-
ry in May and provides complimentary 
hand and foot massages for cancer 
patients undergoing treatment. OMA 
has 30 oncology-trained therapists in 

Texas and Oregon, including at Texas 
Oncology-North, 12221 Renfert Way, 
Ste. 330, Austin. www.oncology 
massagealliance.org

Name Change

23  Adeline Bui took over ownership 
of Quality Nails & Spa in May and 
renamed the business Quality Nails by 
Studio N9. The business is located at 
10001 Research Blvd., Ste. 140, Austin, 
and offers full nail services, facials, 
waxing and eyelash extensions. 
512-291-3411. www.studion9.com

Closings

24  Brad’s Italian Deli closed in June 
at 10700 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 105, 
Austin.

25  The Gold Gals recently closed 
at 12636 Research Blvd., Ste. C-108, 
Austin.

26  On July 15 owner Tom Schnorr 
closed Austin Compounding Pharma-
cy, formerly known as the Apothecary 
Shop, located at 11645 Angus Road, 
Ste. 1, Austin. Customers may still visit 
the other location at 3010 Bee Cave 
Road, Ste. 100, Austin. 512-327-7455. 
www.rxaustintx.com

In the News

27  The Samaritan Center of Austin, 
8956 Research Blvd., Bldg. 2, Austin, 
received a $400,000 grant July 7 from 
the Texas Veterans Commission Fund 
for Veterans’ Assistance to fund its 
Hope for Heroes program, which 
provides counseling and integrative 
services to veterans, active-duty service 
members and their families. 512-451-
7337. www.samaritan-center.org

The Studio by Ashton Woods includes 
vignettes and other ideas for homeowners.
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Justin Jackson opened Frosty’s Snow Cones 
of North Austin in front of H-E-B on US 183.

Marilyn and Ryan Landes opened Clean Slate 
Waxing Lounge on June 22.

Top Taco is located in the parking lot of Kwik 
Kar Oil & Lube on Research Boulevard.
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Continued on Page 7

Average Wait Time LESS than 5 Minutes.
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North Austin

Now Open 

1  On June 30, Jinya Ramen Bar 
opened at 3210 Esperanza Crossing, 
Ste. 130, Austin, in the Rock Rose 
district of Domain Northside. The 
California-based restaurant features 
tonkotsu-style ramen, including veg-
etarian and vegan options. Jinya also 
serves sake, cocktails, wine and beer. 
512-829-7779. www.jinya-ramenbar.com

2  Dance club The Rose Room 
opened July 8 at 11500 Rock Rose 
Ave., Austin in the Rock Rose district 
of Domain Northside. Jeff and Darren 
Van Delden and Adam Karam of 
Union Venture Group own The Rose 
Room and three other Rock Rose 
district bars. See Page 11 for more 
information. 512-743-1400. 
www.theroseroom.club

Coming Soon

3  Union Venture Group announced 
July 12 it purchased the former Dallas 
Nightclub at 7113 Burnet Road, Aus-
tin, and will renovate the facility for a 
new venue opening this fall. The space 
will be a neighborhood bar and restau-
rant with a full menu and patio seating. 
Dallas Nightclub closed in September 
after 35 years in business.

4  Briarwood Detox Center will 
open Aug. 18 at 11711 N. Lamar Blvd., 
Austin. The 15-bed facility will assist 
patients in becoming stabilized before 
they enter rehab for drug or alcohol 
addiction. Briarwood will provide 24/7 
medical services and will accept private 
pay and out-of-network insurance cov-
erage. Parent company Sprout Health 
Group is based in New Jersey. 512-657-
6572. www.briarwooddetox.com

Relocations

5  Slavin Nadal School of Ballet is re-
locating from 5525 Burnet Road, Aus-
tin, to 917 W. Anderson Lane, Austin, 
and will hold its grand opening in the 
new space in August. The school offers 
classical ballet training with roots in 
Russian-based technique. Adult and 
youth classes will be available. 
512-371-1213. www.slavinnadal.com 

Anniversaries

6  The Park at The Domain celebrat-
ed its fifth anniversary in May at 11601 
Domain Drive, Ste. 200, Austin. The 
sports bar serves scratch-made entrees, 
local craft beer and specialty cocktails. 
Owners Jeff and Darren Van Delden 
and Adam Karam also recently opened 
four new venues in the Rock Rose 
district of Domain Northside. 
512-478-7275. www.thepark.us

Name Change

7  Owner Aamil Sarfani changed the 
name of Two Hands Coffee on June 18 
to Apanas Coffee & Beer. Sarfani said 
Apanas is the name of the lake located 
near one of the farms the business 
partners with. Apanas uses a business 
model in which 40 percent of the price 
of a pound of coffee goes to the coffee 
farmers. The business is located at 
11501 Rock Rose Ave., Ste. 118, Austin, 
and serves coffee, fresh-squeezed 
juices, local craft beer and wine. 
512-520-2822. www.apanascoffee.com

Closings

8  Saltwater aquarium store Fishy 
Business recently closed at 2521 Rut-
land Drive, Ste. 250, Austin.

IMPACTS

Jinya Ramen Bar opened June 30 on Rock 
Rose. Options include a pork chasu bowl.

Located on 1 acre at 11711 N. Lamar Blvd., 
Briarwood Detox Center will open Aug. 18.
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Compiled by Amy Denney 

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
Email us at nwanews@communityimpact.com.
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Daniel Slaughter, MD 

12221 Renfert Way, Suite 110
Austin, TX 78758 

512-601-0303
www.SinusSnoringENT.com

We offer state-of-the-art Ear, Nose & Throat care with specialized 
services in Sinus & Snoring treatments.

• Balloon Sinuplasty
• Sinus & Nasal Care
• Allergy Testing
• Allergy Drops

• Snoring Treatments
• Sleep Apnea Treatments
• Pediatric ENT Care
• Thyroid Surgery

• Hearing Aids
• Ear Care
• Facial Cosmetic Care
• Rhinoplasty
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In June, Rock n Roll Rentals debuted a new mural created by Show Goat Mural Works on the side of its Burnet Road location. Owner Jim Norman said the mural “brings a South Austin vibe on Burnet.”
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Rock n Roll Rentals

J im Norman opened his busi-
ness, Rock n Roll Rentals, 26 
years ago as a response to the 

economic downturn in the 1980s.
He said renting was a way for fellow 

musicians and bands to access quality 
sound equipment without having to pay 
a lot of money and buy it.

What he did not realize was busi-
nesses, nonprofits, churches, govern-
ments and individuals also wanted to 
rent quality equipment for events, such 
as backyard parties, quinceaneras, 
weddings and office parties.

“I had no idea of the scope of what it 
would become,” Norman said. “It’s the 
diverse clientele that makes it fun.”

The business offers rentals for audio- 
visual, recording and music equipment, 
such as guitars, keyboards, synthesiz-
ers, effects pedals and drums as well as 
amplifiers, sound mixers, and lighting.

As the city grew, so did demand for 
rentals, Norman said, and he opened 
his second location in February 2015 at 
8335 Burnet Road, Austin.

Store employees offer tutorials on 
setting up and using equipment before 

customers leave the shop.
“Our job is that you be successful,” 

Norman said. “We don’t want you to 
have a problem, so we offer a flat rate for 
the weekend so you can check it out first 
to have time to figure out any issues.”

One of the most popular rental items 
is a portable PA system that uses Blue-
tooth wireless technology so the user 
may connect to a tablet or smartphone.

“We need to be right at the edge of 
technology all the time and want to 
rent out the newest and coolest stuff,” 
Norman said.

Pricing starts at $35 for a basic PA 
system that would work for backyard 
parties, Norman said. Most customers 
pay about $25-$100 for short-term rent-
als, and they may also choose to buy 
the equipment.

Norman said renting equipment 
is an affordable option for hobbyists. 
Rock n Roll Rentals has a Pedal of the 
Month club in which customers pay $9 
a month to try out a guitar effects pedal 
and exchange it for a different one each 
month. A similar program for guitar 
rentals costs $7-$36 a month.

BUSINESS FEATURE

By Amy Denney

Equipment leasing keeps Austin rocking

Rock n Roll Rentals

183

MoPac
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Steck Ave.

Ohlen Rd.

Rundberg Ln.

Payton 
Gin Rd.

8335 Burnet Road, Austin
512-447-5305
www.rocknrollrentals.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Sat. 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m., closed Sundays

The store offers a monthly guitar rental program 
starting at $7 per month.

Other equipment available for rent includes LED 
and multieffect lighting and lasers.

Guitar players can try a new effects pedal each 
month for $9 with the Pedal of the Month club.

Norman said many bands will rent sound 
mixers to take to a recording studio.

Norman opened Rock n Roll Rentals 26 years 
ago in South Austin and now has two locations.

austincc.eduSTART HERE. GET HIRED.

A 2-year degree qualifi es you for 
thousands of in-demand jobs.

Construction 
managers can make

$42/HOUR.

ACC_FA16_Reg_PrintAds.indd   2 6/13/16   4:05 PM

HOST AN EXCHANGE STUDENT TODAY!
(for 3, 5, or 10 months)

www.whhosts.com

Marco from Italy, 17 yrs. 
Loves soccer and would 

like to learn to play 
baseball. Marco is a boy 

scout and enjoys the 
outdoors.

Julie from Denmark, 16 
yrs. Enjoys gymnastics, 
swimming and photog-
raphy. She’s positive, fun 
loving and easy to get
along with.

Make this year the most exciting, enriching year 
ever for you and your family. Welcome a high school 
student, 15-18 years old, from Italy, France, Norway, 

Denmark, Spain, Germany, Brazil, � ailand or China as 
part of your family for a school year (or less) and make 
an overseas friend for life. For more information or to 

select your own exchange student please call:

World Heritage is a public benefi t, non-profi t
organization based in Laguna Beach, CA.

Natasha at (979) 540-8498, 

or Marcy at 1-800-888-9040 (Toll Free) 
or e-mail us at info@world-heritage.org

For privacy reasons, photos above are not photos of actual 
students

For privacy reasons, photos above are not photos of actual 
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A meaningful mission. 
An unbeatable culture.

Check out our open positions at communityimpact.com/now-hiring

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

We’re
GROWING
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The three-story 77 Degrees Rooftop 
is a rum bar accessible through a 
prominent feature wooden door. The 
rooftop bar opened May 31.

“It kind of teases you,” Darren said of 
the design. “The idea was to bring in a 
Mexico, Caribbean, Mediterranean feel. 
That’s why we brought in the hookahs 
as well.”

77 Degrees features rum-based 
cocktails, which Darren said are making 
a “comeback with classic cocktails.”

512-589-2925 
www.77-degrees.com 
Hours: daily 3 p.m.-2 a.m.

Upscale lounge St. Genevieve opened 
in March and serves cocktails, wine 
and small plates as well as beer, 
wine and liquors from Europe, South 
America and the Mediterranean.

“We liked the concept of a communal 
atmosphere,” Darren said. “It’s very 
worldly in nature in both the cuisine 
[and] the cocktails, [which] are a playful 
interpretation of a classic cocktail. 
You’ll see the communal presentation 
of food, the wine and tables.”

512-659-5537 • www.stgen.co 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 3 p.m.-2 a.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.-2 a.m.

B rothers Jeff and Darren Van 
Delden and their cousin Adam 
Karam are no strangers to the 

Austin bar scene.
Together they have opened 36 ven-

ues in Austin and Houston since 1999 
and have been working together since 
first opening a neighborhood bar to 
support the family, Karam said.

“We’re a family business,” he said. 
“We started from the bottom [waiting 
tables and] washing dishes 20 years 
ago, and here we are.”

But five years ago they decided to 
sell their downtown Sixth Street bars, 
including Union Park, The Aquarium 
and The Foundation, and focus on 
North Austin, Jeff said. Their first ven-
ture outside of downtown was opening 
The Park at The Domain in May 2011.

“There’s a huge market in North 
Austin, and we think people in North 
Austin are underserved with enter-
tainment options,” Jeff said.

Union Venture Group
Firm opens four new venues at Rock Rose

FIRST LOOK

By Amy Denney

Jack & Ginger’s opened in late January 
and is a Irish pub with an outdoor patio. 
The bar features 82 beers on draft and 
classic Irish fare along with burgers and 
sandwiches.

“We wanted to make Jack & Ginger’s 
extremely inviting,” said co-owner Darren 
Van Delden, who handled the design of 
the pub and St. Genevieve. “We wanted 
to take the space outside on the patio 
and make it feel like really you’re inside.”

512-350-3738 
www.jackandgingers.pub 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-2 a.m., 
Sun. 10 a.m.-midnight
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From left: Brothers Jeff and Darren Van Delden opened four bars and restaurants in Rock Rose.

Jack & Ginger’s

St. Genevieve

77 Degrees Rooftop

The Rose Room

Union Venture Group  
at Rock Rose

Cherry Sage
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Esperanza Crossing

11500 Rock Rose Ave., Austin

The trio now own hospitality busi-
ness Union Venture Group, which has 
launched other Austin concepts, such 
as The Park on South Lamar, Somer-
sault Innovative Cocktails, fast-casual 
restaurant Greengos and Maverick’s 
country bar in Pflugerville. The group 
announced July 12 it purchased the 
former Dallas Nighclub for a new 
venue opening this fall.

UVG’s latest four venues are all 
located in the Rock Rose district of 
Domain Northside, a new entertain-
ment area envisioned and planned by 
Endeavor Real Estate Group.

Planning for the new venues took 
three years, and the trio said Endeavor 
has been a great partner at Rock Rose.

“When you have a group of minds 
that are all together, you can accom-
plish something amazing,” Karam said.

All four Rock Rose venues occupy 
the same building at 11500 Rock Rose 
Ave., Austin, but each has its own 
concept so there is something for 
everyone, Jeff said.

“People are looking to be enter-
tained and don’t want to mess with 
traffic, parking or go all the way 
downtown,” he said.

Overall, Darren said their goal was 
to provide new concepts that would 
encourage people to try something 
they have not tried before.

“It’s interesting to have a place like 
Rock Rose that’s not downtown,” he 
said. “That’s naturally a place people 
are going to check out.”

The latest venue is The Rose Room, a 
multilevel dance club that opened July 8. 
Access to the club is from the street or 
from the second level of 77 Degrees.

“You can’t have an entertainment district 
unless you have a late-night landing 
spot on the weekends,” co-owner Jeff 
Van Delden said.

Darren said the goal was to make the 
club more accessible and inviting so 
customers did not have to worry about 
reservations, lines or bottle service.

512-743-1400 • www.theroseroom.club 
Hours: Fri.-Sat. 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Sun. 
8 p.m.-midnight, closed Mon.-Thu.

Union Venture Group at Rock Rose
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Challenger School offers uniquely fun and academic 
classes for preschool to eighth grade students. 

Our students learn to think for themselves and to 
value independence.

The results are unmatched at any price!

Come see for yourself. Observe our classrooms any 
time—no appointment needed.

Round Rock  (512) 255-8844  
1521 Joyce Lane

Avery Ranch  (512) 341-8000  
15101 Avery Ranch Blvd.

Pond Springs  (512) 258-1299 
13015 Pond Springs Road

Start Early. Start Right.

An independent private school offering preschool through eighth grade
© 2016, Challenger Schools  •  Challenger School admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic orig in.

Inspiring Children to Achieve Since 1963

4.5
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Reale’s Italian Cafe

G ino Reale, who co-owns 
Reale’s Italian Cafe with his 
father, Bob, was 15 years old 

when the family pizzeria opened in 
1981, near where Reale’s sits today at 
Anderson Mill Road and US 183.

Gino said on opening day his  
older brother, Sal, called him out of 
school to help the family operate  
the eatery because it was slammed 
with customers.

“Everything went wrong,” Gino 
said. “My mother was crying. … And 
my dad’s like, ‘We’ve got this.’”

The pizzeria was a success, but 
within two years, Gino’s sister, Rena, 
who waited tables at the restaurant, 
died in a car collision. A few months 
later, Gino’s house burned down.

“Our whole world was wrecked,” 
Gino said. 

Gino said his mother, Marie, strug-
gled to recover from the events, but 
Bob assured her the family was going 
to dust themselves off and start over. 

“He’s the rock. He’s the man. … He 
is the heart and soul of the restau-
rant,” Gino said of his father. 

The restaurant was successful 
through the mid-1980s, but it was 
forced to close after the stock market 
crash of 1987, Gino said. 

Gino said he joined the Navy and 
learned many of the leadership skills 
he uses to operate Reale’s today. Bob 
started driving a taxicab and worked 
at McDonald’s for a time, Gino said.

In 1994, Bob and Marie again tried 
their hand at the restaurant busi-
ness. When Gino returned from the 
Navy in 1996, he rejoined the team at 
Reale’s, and the restaurant has been 
successful for the past 22 years,  
Gino said.

Gino, Bob and Gino’s 25-year-old 
son, Dominic, work at the restaurant 
every day, and other family members 
pitch in whenever they are needed, 
Gino said. 

“It is the real Italian family atmo-
sphere,” he said.

Gino said his favorite dishes include 
the Seafood ala Diavola ($17.99), with 
shrimp, scallops, mussels and clams 
in olive oil and garlic and topped with 
spicy marinara over linguine; the Sau-
sage and Peppers ($14.75), with sweet 
Italian sausage sauteed with roasted 
red and green bell peppers and onions 
and topped with spicy marinara over 
fettuccine; and the pork chop Italian 
style ($17.99), which is grilled and 
topped with peppers, onions and 
mushrooms.

DINING FEATURE

By Kara Nuzback

Reale’s Italian Cafe offers a variety of pizza and pasta dishes for lunch and dinner Monday-Saturday.

Family finds business success after tragedy

Reale’s Italian Cafe

183

Anderson 
Mill Rd.

13450 N. US 183, Ste. 230, Austin
512-335-5115
www.realespizza.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., closed Sun.

Shrimp scampi ($16.99) includes fresh shrimp 
sauteed in garlic, olive oil, lemon and butter.

Italian emblems are peppered throughout the 
restaurant, including in the private party room.

Reale’s hosts live music three nights a week, 
and co-owner Gino Reale performs Tuesdays.
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Eating pepperoni pizza at Reale’s Italian Cafe 
has caused many pregnant women to go into 
labor, co-owner Gino Reale said. Reale and staff 
members at the restaurant said the phenomenon 
has occurred multiple times. Local obstetricians 
even tell pregnant patients nearing or past 
their due date to visit the restaurant and eat a 
pepperoni pizza, Reale said.

Warning: Pepperoni pizza  
may induce labor
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AUSTIN

CEDAR PARK

ARCcheckup.com

Walk-in Schedule + UIL Forms

1. ARC Anderson Mill 512-250-5571
2. ARC Wilson Parke 737-247-7200
3. ARC Quarry Lake 512-338-8388
4. ARC Far West 512-346-6611
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Present this coupon at any Hawaiian Falls  
to purchase one regular price Big Kahuna 

ticket, get one Big Kahuna ticket free.  
May not be combined with any other offer.  

Valid Sundays only.  
Expires 8/21/16

Present this coupon at any Hawaiian Falls  
to purchase one regular price Big Kahuna  
ticket, get one kid (16 and under) in FREE 
before 12 noon. May not be combined with 

any other offer. Valid Mondays only.  
Expires 8/16/16

Present this coupon at any Hawaiian Falls  
to purchase one regular price Big Kahuna  

ticket, get a second Big Kahuna ticket for $2.  
May not be combined with any other offer.  

Valid Tuesdays only.  
Expires 8/17/16 

LIVE IN A COOL HOUSE
Learn how at Green by Design Workshops

Register at: greenbuilding.austinenergy.com

A City of Austin Program. © 2016 Austin Energy

August 4
7:00 – 9:00 PM
Green Planning
and Design

August 11
7:00 – 9:00 PM
Green Materials
and Products

August 18
7:00 – 9:00 PM
Green Home 
Systems

“ Instead of just focusing on a pretty home, 
I started to think about the house as an 
efficient, cohesive building system.” 
 
Lisa Jacobs, LEED AP BD+C, 2 Blue Chairs
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4   I-35 main lanes repaving
TxDOT will resurface the I-35 main lanes 
from Wells Branch Parkway to Rundberg 
Lane. The project will be bid upon in 
November.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: estimated at $4 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

5   New sidewalks near Barrington 
Elementary School
As part of the city of Austin’s Quarter 
Cent Fund program, the city will build 
sidewalks near Barrington Elementary 
School in North Austin on Shepard Drive, 
North Drive and Carpenter Avenue. 
Funding for the QCF comes from Capital 
Metro revenue originally slated to go 
toward light rail in 2000. Projects funded 
by the QCF are located within 1/4 mile 
of a school and transit stop and are 
designed to enhance safety, provide 
access to schools and support transit.

Timeline: September-December
Cost: $370,000
Funding sources: city of Austin, 
Capital Metro

6   I-35 maintenance
TxDOT requested bids for a mainte-
nance contract in April to perform 
pavement repairs on the I-35 main 
lanes and frontage roads from River-
side Drive to Wells Branch Parkway. 
Construction is expected to take a 
couple of months to complete once 
the project begins.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $850,000
Funding sources: TxDOT

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at nwanews@communityimpact.com.Compiled by Amy Denney
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1   Intersection improvements
Austin City Council approved an Advance 
Funding Agreement on June 23 with the 
Texas Department of Transportation 
to provide $1.8 million worth of safety 
improvements to four intersections, 

including at a  North Lamar Boulevard 

and Rundberg Lane and at b  Lamar 
and Parmer Lane. Projects will include 
constructing raised medians and raised 
right-turn channelized islands; modifying 
existing medians; restriping; adding cross-
walks and signs; and installing pedestrian 
hybrid beacons.

Timeline: summer-December
Cost: $1.8 million
Funding sources: city of Austin fiscal 
year 2015-16 budget and 1998 mobility 
bond, TxDOT

2   MoPac frontage roads  
resurfacing
In June, TxDOT began a project to 
resurface the MoPac frontage roads 
from Parmer Lane to Waters Park Road.

Timeline: June-October
Cost: $787,600
Funding sources: TxDOT

3   US 183 frontage roads 
resurfacing
On May 9, TxDOT began resurfacing the 
frontage roads of US 183 from Anderson 
Mill Road to Spicewood Springs Road/
McNeil Drive.

Timeline: May-August
Cost: $1.5 million
Funding sources: TxDOT
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7   Pump station utility improvements
The city of Austin is making improvements to the a  Spicewood Springs Pump Sta-
tion on Mesa Drive that will affect area traffic. Work began June 15 to install a new 
water line near the pump station and on Mesa and Spicewood Lane. Traffic control 
was set up June 20, and work will take eight months. On June 28, the city began 
installing a new water line on b  Far West Boulevard also as part of the project, and 
work will take five months. The entire project will be complete next summer.

Timeline: June 2016-July 2017
Cost: $3.7 million
Funding sources: Austin Water

Featured project
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THE UNIVERSITY OF
THE EXACT OPPOSITE  
OF OLD SCHOOL.
How did one of Fast Company’s 
“50 Most Innovative Companies” 
reinvent higher ed? By letting students 
accelerate through what they know so 
they can focus on what they need to 
learn.

WGU Texas offers respected, 
accredited, and affordable bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in business, IT, 
education, and healthcare.

texas.wgu.edu

How did one of Fast Company’s 
“50 Most Innovative Companies” 
reinvent higher ed? By letting students 
accelerate through what they know so 
they can focus on what they need to 

accredited, and affordable bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in business, IT, 

16-13285_TX_Community_Impact_Ad_DS_20160505.indd   1 5/11/16   1:27 PM

 a hairbrush.
Recycle me.

AustinRecycles.com

BARETTO simple food, high quality wine and fantastic cocktails with Italian essence

Happy Hour Mon Fri 4-7pm | Reverse Happy Hour 10pm-Midnight

$5.00 OFF ANY $20.00 PURCHASE
EXP 8/24/26

Braker Ln.
Braker Ln.

Jo
lly
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le 

Rd
.

35

N

512-345-7994 
www.barettoatx.com/
10710 Research Blvd. Suite 314 

NOW OPEN
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CodeNEXT draft scheduled for release in January
Project manager addresses budget and delays in the land development code revision
By Kara Nuzback

Austin city officials are planning 
to release a draft of the revised 
land development code, known as 
CodeNEXT, in January.

The city has been releasing “prescrip-
tion papers,” which Project Manger 
Jim Robertson said summarize staff 
members’ and consultants’ recommen-
dations on how the new code should 
address key issues facing the Austin 
community.

On July 12, the city released a pre-
scription paper on mobility and will 
release one in September on the city’s 
fiscal health, Robertson said. 

Prescription papers on affordability 
and on the city’s natural and built envi-
ronment, which includes environmen-
tal concerns such as tree preservation 
and city parks, are available at 
www.austintexas.gov/codenext.

“These papers are somewhat of a 
preview for the code,” he said.

Alina Carnahan, public information 
specialist for the Austin Planning and 
Zoning Department, said the city is 
collecting public input on each pre-
scription paper through CodeNEXT 
Advisory Group meetings, commu-
nity walks and online forums, such as 
Reddit.com. 

“A lot of the people who comment 
on [Reddit] are people who wouldn’t 
necessarily have engaged any other 
way,” she said.

Carnahan said staffers are using 
public input to help craft a draft of the 
new code.

Robertson said when the draft is 
released, he would like to give the 
public four months to review it to 
ensure the city has provided mul-
tiple ways for residents to access, 

understand and question the draft.
“We’re not going to rush that,” 

Robertson said.
At the same time, Robertson said 

he does not want CodeNEXT “to be a 
project that never ends.”

He said he hopes to have draft 
revisions finished and a final draft 
prepared for Austin City Council 
adoption by fall 2017.

Budget, delays
In June a coalition of local housing 

organizations—grassroots advocacy 
group AURA, the Austin Apartment 
Association, the Austin Board of 
Realtors, the Greater Austin Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Downtown 
Austin Alliance, Evolve Austin, the 
Home Builders Association of Austin 
and the Real Estate Council of Aus-
tin—noted delays in the CodeNEXT 
process and called on the city to 
follow through on its latest January 
deadline for a draft code.

“We’ve been patient with these 
delays,” RECA President Ward Tis-
dale said. “We expect City Council 
and staff to meet their most recent 
deadline.”

In addition to the delays, Assis-
tant Planning Director Matt Lewis 
resigned June 16 after being the 
subject of an investigation involv-
ing accusations that he mistreated 
CodeNEXT staffers.

Carnahan said she did not know 
if the city would replace Lewis, but 
Robertson has helmed CodeNEXT for 
more than a year, and he will continue 
to do so, Carnahan said.

Carnahan said delays occurred 
because the scope of CodeNEXT wid-
ened, and the revision now includes 

a strategic mobility plan for improving 
traffic congestion, which was not part 
of the initial project.

Robertson said it is normal for a 
years-long project to start small to 
ensure the city’s arrangements with 
consultants are successful. CodeNEXT 
began modestly with $100,000 worth 
of work, and the scope and cost have 
increased over time, he said.

City Council has allocated funds for 
CodeNEXT incrementally since the 
start of the project, including $1 million 
in 2013 and $1.6 million in 2014, he 
said. Funds from the transportation 
budget were also used for the strategic 
mobility plan, he said.

Robertson denied CodeNEXT was 
over budget. He said City Council asked 
for a substantial revision of the land 
development code, and the city made 
no promises on the cost of the project.

Residents can provide input on 
CodeNEXT prescription papers at 
www.speakupaustin.org.

The code revision is a result of Imag-
ine Austin, the city’s comprehensive 
plan, which was adopted in 2012.

DEVELOPMENT
Austin city staffers and Opticos Design 
Inc. consultants are in the process of 
drafting a new land development code. 
A final draft is expected to be ready for 
City Council approval  
by fall 2017.
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OCT 2017

Staffers present a 
final draft to Austin 
City Council for 
adoption

MAY-AUG 
2017

Staffers apply 
feedback to revise 
draft code

JAN-MAY 
2017

City staffers collect 
feedback on draft 
code

JAN 2017

City staffers present 
draft code to Austin 
City Council

MAR-SEP 
2016

CodeNEXT staffers 
release “prescription 
papers” or summary 
of recommendations

NOV 2015

CodeNEXT Sound 
Check, a weeklong 
collaborative design 
event
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Source: city of Austin/Community Impact Newspaper

CODENEXT
TIMELINE

  Writing of code (ongoing)

  Community walks (ongoing)

  Gather community input through 
SpeakUpAustin.org 

  Code Advisory Group meetings
2015

2017

2016
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Non-surgical and easy, EVLT may be the answer for you.
Call 512.453.6100 to schedule a free screening.

BEFORE AFTER
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Texas DMV board OKs increases 
to registration fee starting Jan. 1

TxDOT breaks 
ground on I-35 
improvements

By Sherelle Black
Many Texas drivers will see their 

vehicle registration renewal fees 
increase beginning Jan. 1 as the Texas 
Department of Motor Vehicles board 
approved implementing a new $4.75 
processing and handling fee June 27.

Board members said the new fee 
will bring about increased transpar-
ency for taxpayers by displaying the 
true cost the government bears in 
providing registration services to the 
public and will allow the entirety of 
the vehicle registration fee to be cred-
ited to the State Highway Fund.

A Texan who registers in person at 
a county tax office—about 64 percent 
of vehicle owners—will now see the 
state payment increase from $51.75 to 
$55.50. Those who register online—
about 18 percent of Texans—will see 
the payment drop from $54.75 to 
$54.50. Those who mail in their regis-
tration will see their payment increase 
from $52.75 to $55.

Texans also pay fees for county 
roads and bridges that vary by county 
in addition to the state renewal fee.

Since the rule was proposed on 
April 7, many tax-assessor collectors, 
public officials, legislators, businesses, 

By Rosemary Smith
The Texas Department of Trans-

portation has been making headway 
on its Mobility35 program to add 
between $4.3 billion and $4.5 billion 
worth of improvements to I-35 in 
Central Texas.

TxDOT broke ground June 29 on 
I-35 improvements from Stassney Lane 
to William Cannon Drive in South 
Austin and hosted a ground breaking 
July 8 on I-35 projects in Round Rock 
between SH 45 N and US 79.

During a June 21 news conference, 
state Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, 
said I-35 in Austin is one of the most 
congested roadways in the state and 
improvements are long overdue.

“I-35 really hasn’t had many 
improvements since the mid-’80s,” he 
said. “You had little improvement in 
the ’80s, but for 50 years we haven’t 
done anything. We finally have a 
plan. Now we’re in the position to 
make some changes and make it a 
smarter road.”

Mobility35, which TxDOT launched 
in 2011 in partnership with the city of 
Austin, the Capital Area Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization, and local 
leaders and agencies, is planned for 65 
miles of I-35 from SH 130 in George-
town to Posey Road in San Marcos. 
Improvements will also accommodate 
bicyclists and pedestrians.

Although some shovel-ready projects 
are in construction, the rest of the pro-
gram is in its third phase of implemen-
tation—the schematic and environ-
mental phase, which TxDOT expects 
to complete in 18-24 months. Final 

NEWS BRIEFS

associations and individuals have 
commented on the changes.

In a May 20 letter to the Texas DMV 
board, elected officials whose districts 
include parts of Travis County wrote 
about their opposition to changes to 
the fee structure. The letter states Tra-
vis County would lose about $585,000 
annually in fee revenue even though 
residents would pay more to title and 
register their vehicles and that the 
county would have to hire 17 new posi-
tions at nearly $1 million per year.

Elected officials from the Austin 
area who signed the letter include Rep. 
Donna Howard, Rep. Celia Israel, Rep. 
Elliott Naishtat, Sen. Kirk Watson and 
Rep. Paul Workman.

Spokeswoman Connie Watson 
said Williamson County would lose 
an estimated $160,000 annually in 
revenue attributed to the changes in 
process and handling fees. She said the 
additional employees needed in Travis 
County pertains to rules regarding 
full-service deputies, who may accept 
registration and renewal applications. 
However, Williamson County does 
not have any full-service deputies.

Additional reporting by Amy Denney 
and Caitlin Perrone

design will follow and be completed in 
nine to 18 months. Construction will 
begin after funding is identified.

This summer, TxDOT will host 
public meetings for environmental 
studies on projects in Travis County 
from RM 1431 in Williamson County 
to SH 45 SE in South Austin. The pro-
gram includes studying the addition 
of one express lane in each direction.

An online survey for the Central 
Austin section is available until Aug. 9 
at www.my35.org/capital.

Travis County improvements are 
estimated to cost between $1.2 billion 
and $1.5 billion, and various other 
financing options are being explored 
to cover the remaining cost of the 
program, according to TxDOT.

Projects under construction have 
received funds approved by voters 
statewide in 2014 and 2015, Wat-
son said. So far, $110 million of the 
funding has been set aside for the 
Mobility35 program.
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Increased vehicle registration renewal fees will begin Jan. 1 throughout Texas.

State Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, addressed 
funding I-35 improvements June 21.
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2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734

At Vibra, we take a multidisciplinary approach 
to provide the highest quality care of any 
inpatient rehab hospital. 
Vibra Lakeway focuses on:

“ ”Exceptional patient care from the bedside up!

NOW OPEN

Phone: 512.263.4500 • www.vrhlaketravis.com

Vibra is the only Central TX
“in patient rehabilitation program - hospital”

CARF Accredited!
Joint Commission 

Accredited

• Certifi ed Rehab Nursing
• Physical Medicine & Rehab MD Lead Team
• Respiratory Therapy On-Site 7 Days/Week

• Pharmacy On-Site 7 Days/Week
• Dietitian With Individual Meal Planning

Stroke | Parkinsons | Multiple Sclerosis | Trauma | Brain Injuries | Orthopedic

-Wound healing delivered with compassion and personal attention
-Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy

-Multi-disciplinary Team Approach
Call Today! 512-263-4568
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AUSTIN Taxpayers will find more 
relief after Austin City Council 
approved increasing the homestead 
exemption from 6 percent to 8 percent 
during a June 29 special meeting.

The increase applies to the tax year 
starting Jan. 1, 2016, and will cost the 
city $3.8 million.

Those opposed to the increase said it 
would hurt lower-income residents and 
that the city could fund other much-
needed services with $3.8 million.

“We know, for example, these 
after-school programs are running 
out because 21st-century grants are 
running out at some of our schools,” 
District 4 Council Member Greg 
Casar said. “I think the city would 
be an appropriate person to take up 
funding some of those critical after-
school programs.”

Those in favor of the increased 
homestead exemption say they intend 
to remain committed to achieving a 
20 percent homestead exemption in 
four years, as supported in 2015.

“Just on Thursday night at one 
council meeting, we authorized the 
spending of $29 million,” District 10 
Council Member Sheri Gallo said. “I 
think we are able, and I think we can 
be able to find resources to fund this.”

CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Travis County Compiled by Joseph Basco, Amy Denney and Emilie Shaughnessy

TRAVIS COUNTY On July 12, 
commissioners unanimously 
approved a burn ban, which means 
no outdoor burning is allowed, that is 
expected to last until Aug. 10.

The vote for a burn ban had 
appeared on the Commission-
ers Court agenda for weeks, but 
no action was taken prior to July 
12. County Judge Sarah Eckhardt 
said in past Commissioners Court 

meetings that action would not take 
place at that time because of the late-
May rain and ensure wet conditions, 
but a burn ban in the future may be 
expected as conditions dry.

Commissioners may vote to 
extend the burn ban past its Aug. 10 
expiration at a future Commission-
ers Court meeting.

As of July 12, 48 counties in Texas 
have enacted a burn ban.

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_nwa

TweetingsMeetings

City selects vendor 
for body cameras
AUSTIN City Council selected a ven-
dor June 23 to supply body cameras for 
Austin Police Department officers after 
several council members considered 
moving the decision to August.

The city will contract with Taser 
International Inc. to supply and 
support about 1,700 wearable cam-
eras for up to seven years for a total 
maximum cost of about $12.2 million, 
according to city documents.

Cameras will be able to record data 
such as dates, times and officer identi-
fication, according to documents.

Some residents who offered tes-
timony on the issue June 23 raised 
concerns about privacy and the ability 
of APD staff to handle public infor-
mation requests for camera footage.

County burn ban in effect through Aug. 10

City OKs increased homestead exemption

Austin City Council

Meets most Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
512-974-2000 
www.austintexas.gov/department/ 
city-council

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
512-854-9020
www.traviscountytx.gov/commissioners-court

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1100 
www.wilco.org

AUSTIN On June 23, City Council 
approved a contractor to complete an 
expansion of the Austin Animal Center 
costing up to $6.7 million.

The center, located off Levander 
Loop near US 183 in East Austin, is at 
full capacity, and its overflow space at 
the Town Lake Animal Center is no 
longer a viable option after the Town 
Lake location failed health inspections, 
according to city documents.

The expansion will include the 
construction of a new kennel building, 
additional parking, storm drainage 
improvements and landscaping, 
according to city documents.

The project includes building 22 
new kennels, which can house up to 
44 additional dogs, and is expected to 
begin in October and take about year 
to complete, said Kristen Auerbach, 
deputy chief animal services officer.

Animal center gets approval for expansion
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Homeowners will see more tax relief for the tax 
year starting Jan. 1, 2016.

TNC penalties set 
for new regulations
AUSTIN Beginning Feb. 1, trans-
portation network companies, or 
TNCs, that fail to reach 99 percent 
compliance with city regulations for 
three consecutive months will be 
required to suspend operations after 
City Council’s June 23 vote.

The council approved an ordinance 
in December that set several regula-
tions—including fingerprint-based 
background checks—for TNCs, such 
as Uber and Lyft, but did not pass an 
enforcement mechanism. The June 23 
ordinance clarified that enforcement.

Mayor Steve Adler voted against 
the measure, saying he would rather 
incentivize TNCs to enforce driver 
fingerprinting than penalize compa-
nies that do not comply.

2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734

At Vibra, we take a multidisciplinary approach 
to provide the highest quality care of any 
inpatient rehab hospital. 
Vibra Lakeway focuses on:

“ ”Exceptional patient care from the bedside up!

NOW OPEN

Phone: 512.263.4500 • www.vrhlaketravis.com

Vibra is the only Central TX
“in patient rehabilitation program - hospital”

CARF Accredited!
Joint Commission 

Accredited

• Certifi ed Rehab Nursing
• Physical Medicine & Rehab MD Lead Team
• Respiratory Therapy On-Site 7 Days/Week

• Pharmacy On-Site 7 Days/Week
• Dietitian With Individual Meal Planning

Stroke | Parkinsons | Multiple Sclerosis | Trauma | Brain Injuries | Orthopedic

-Wound healing delivered with compassion and personal attention
-Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy

-Multi-disciplinary Team Approach
Call Today! 512-263-4568
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STARTING YOUR WEEK NEVER TASTED SO GOOD!

BRUNCH

ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY

BEER TO GO

* Must present coupon. Valid 8-10pm. 
Excludes alcohol. Expires 8/30/16.

sat & sun, 10-2pm

Bottles, growlers 
5 & 15.5 Gallon kegs 

RESERVE TODAY!

September 4th 
@ 5 PM. Live Music! 

Bouncy House!

est. 1999 • Austin, tx

20% OFF FULL DINNER MENU SUNDAY-TUESDAY

restaurant & Brewery 
10010 N. Capital of Texas Hwy 
Austin, Texas 78759 
STONELAKE 512.467.6969

north by northwest

nxnwbrew.com

hours of operation
mon-thurs, 11-11pm
friday, 11-midnight
saturday, 10-midnight
sun, 10-11 pm

GC162715PatronEnerCommImpctAD.indd   1 5/19/16   1:19 PM

FLAMINGPIZZAUSA.COM • 512-792-9595
3220 FEATHERGRASS COURT, STE. 140 (IN THE DOMAIN II NEAR THE GREAT LAWN AND IPIC THEATERS)

BUY ONE, 
GET ONE 

50% OFF

BUY ONE, 
GET ONE 

50% OFF
OFFER EXPIRES 8/24/16
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12 Planet Cinema:  
‘Sita Sings the Blues’

Billed as “the greatest breakup story ever 
told,” this 2008 film from director Nina 
Paley presents an animated version of the 
epic Indian tale of Ramayana interspersed 
with scenes from Paley’s own life and set to 
the 1920s jazz vocals of Annette Hanshaw. 
The film is rated PG. 7:30-9 p.m. Asian 
American Resource Center, 8401 Cameron 
Road. 512-974-1700. www.austintexas.gov/ 
aarc. www.sitasingstheblues.com

13 Austin Ice Cream Festival
The 10th annual celebration 

includes live entertainment, games and 
activities, such as a homemade ice cream-
making contest, Popsicle stick sculpture 
contest and an ice cream-eating contest. 
Proceeds benefit various local charities. 
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Free (age 8 and younger), 
$15 (age 9 and older). Fiesta Gardens, 
2101 Jesse E. Segovia St. 
www.austinicecreamfestival.com

14 School Supplies Sunday and 
Kutz for Kids

The Round Rock ISD Partners in 
Education Foundation, Round Rock ISD 
and the Round Rock Police Department 
are partnering this year to host School 
Supplies Sunday in partnership with 
Kutz 4 Kidz. The event is sponsored by 
nonprofit Dream Bighe and includes free 
school supplies for students, haircuts, 
wellness checks, a bounce house, a 
climbing wall, face painting and food.  
9 a.m.-8:30 p.m. Free. Round Rock High 
School, 201 Deep Wood Drive, Round 
Rock. www.roundrockisd.org

15 through 20  
NAGAAA Softball World Series

The 40th annual LGBT weeklong softball 
tournament features teams from the 43 
member cities of the North American Gay 
Amateur Athletic Alliance. 7:50 a.m.-6 p.m. 
(Mon.-Thu., Fri. games may be held later). 

Salido Pool, 11500 El Salido Parkway. 
512-258-4104. www.amld.org

05 through 07  
Sales tax holiday

Purchases of clothing, footwear, school 
supplies and backpacks costing less 
than $100 are exempt from sales and use 
taxes. Qualifying sales during the weekend 
also include items sold online, by phone or 
by mail. www.comptroller.texas.gov

06 Back to School Bash 2016
Austin ISD and the city 

of Austin partner to host the annual 
welcome-back event. Nurses from Dell 
Children’s Hospital and AISD Health 
Services provide free vaccinations, 
and attending students receive free 
backpacks filled with school supplies. 
9 a.m.-noon. Free. Palmer Events 
Center, 900 Barton Springs Road. 
512-414-1771. www.austinisd.org/bash

11 Pay It Forward with  
Daniel Curtis

The sixth annual benefit for the Lone Star 
Paralysis Foundation includes food from 
Austin-based chefs, an open bar and live 
music. Funds raised go toward those with 
spinal cord injuries similar to the injury 
Curtis experienced in 2011 in a diving 
accident. 6 p.m. (VIP arrival), 7-10 p.m. 
(event). $75 (general), $125 (VIP). AT&T 
Executive Education and Conference 
Center, 1900 University Ave. 512-779-
5905. www.payitforwardwithdaniel.org, 
www.lonestarparalysis.org

Through Aug. 8
Art exhibition
Visual artist Jennifer Chenoweth 
presents “XYZ Atlas: The Hedonic 
Map of Austin,” which celebrates 
the emotions of Austin residents. 
The multimedia art exhibition 
features original maps, sculptures 
and photography. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(Tue.-Sat.), noon-5 p.m. (Sun.). Free. 
Beverly S. Sheffield Education Center 
at Barton Springs Pool, 2201 Barton 
Springs Road. www.xyzatlas.org

July

30 Harry Potter Countdown  
to Midnight Party

The event leads up to the release of 
“Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, 
Parts One and Two,” a special rehearsal 
edition script book, which goes on sale 
July 31 at midnight. The event includes 
giveaways and children’s activities. 8 p.m. 
Free. Barnes & Noble Arboretum, 10000 
Research Blvd., Ste. 158. 512-418-8985. 
http://stores.barnesandnoble.com/
event/9780061791707-0

30 Pista Sa Nayon
The event celebrates Filipino 

culture with live music, dancing, games 
and food. Noon-4 p.m. Free. Asian 
American Resource Center, 8401 
Cameron Road. 512-974-1700.  
www.austintexas.gov/aarc

30 through 31  
Classic Game Fest

The ninth annual event features festivities 
for fans of old-school video gaming. 
The two-day festival features free-play 
arcade games, costume contests, gaming 
tournaments and guest speakers. 10 a.m.-
7 p.m. (Sat.), 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (Sun.). Free 
(age 12 and younger), $10 (Sun. only), $20 
(Sat. only), $25 (weekend pass). Palmer 
Events Center, 900 Barton Springs Road. 
www.classicgamefest.com

August

05 Movie at the pool 
The Anderson Mill Limited 

District hosts a screening of the movie 
“The Good Dinosaur.” The movie begins 
after dark. Entry to the swimming pool 
is free after 8 p.m. 8:30-10 p.m. Free. El 

CALENDAR Compiled by Kara Nuzback

Find more or submit  
Northwest Austin events at  
communityimpact.com/nwa-calendar. 
To have Northwest Austin events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
first Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Quesoff
The sixth annual celebration of melted cheese features top chefs and home 
cooks alike as they compete for the top prize in four categories: meaty, 

spicy, veggie and wild card. A “best in show” title is given to the overall top queso as 
decided by a panel of judges. Proceeds from the event benefit the Central Texas Food 
Bank. 2 p.m. (doors open). $5 (bag of chips). The Mohawk, 912 Red River St. 
www.centraltexasfoodbank.org

Featured EVENT

AUG 

20

Games are free to attend. Krieg Field, 515 
S. Pleasant Valley Road, Austin; Southeast 
Metro Park, 4511 Hwy. 71, Del Valle; Walnut 
Creek Metropolitan Park, 12138 N. Lamar 
Blvd., Austin. www.austingsws2016.org

16 Hands-on bike  
maintenance basics 

An REI expert mechanic teaches 
participants how to lube a chain, fix a 
flat tire and make other minor bicycle 
adjustments. Class size is limited, but REI 
offers four hands-on bike maintenance 
classes per month at locations throughout 
Austin. 6:30-8:30 p.m. $30 (REI members), 
$35 (nonmembers). REI Gateway, 9901 N. 
Capital of Texas Hwy. 512-343-5550. 
www.rei.com/stores/austin-gateway

05 through 07  
Austin Pet Expo

Offering pet lovers shopping, education, 
play and adoption, the annual convention 
takes place for the sixth time. Free 
nail trims; discounted vaccinations, 
microchipping, and heartworm and flea 
preventative; live entertainment; and a 
costume contest are among the activities at 
the expo. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Sat.), 11 a.m.- 
4 p.m. (Sun.). Free to attend. Palmer Events 
Center, 900 Barton Springs Road. 800-977-
3609, ext. 104. www.austinpetexpo.com

27 Car-free street party
The Bike Austin Education Fund 

hosts Ciclovia, featuring safety training 
classes, Zumba, a bike rodeo, and glucose 
and blood pressure checks. Mechanics 
are on-site for repairs, and Capital Metro 
teaches residents to how to use bikes 
on public transit. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. 
MarketPlace Austin, 10601 N. Lamar Blvd. 
512-587-8136. www.bikeaustin.org/ciclovia
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Then a virus or spyware has infected 
your computer!

Let us disinfect your computer fast! 
Local • 24Hr Turnaround

Pickup and Delivery Included

COMPUTER RUNNING SLOW 
OR EVEN FREEZING?

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
PERSONALIZED SERVICE

www.mypcheroes.net
CALL US TODAY! (512) 693-8070

Professional instruction in music and 
other � ne arts for students of all ages

Currently enrolling for piano, guitar, drums, voice, 
harp, clarinet, � ute, dance and music therapy

10010 Anderson Mill Road, Austin, TX. 78750 • 512.258.6017 x 229 
www.facebook.com/bethanyfineartsacademy

Bethany United Methodist Church 
www.bethany-umc.org/fi nearts

Bethany United Methodist Church 
www.bethany-umc.org/fi nearts

Mention this ad to receive 
HALF OFF 

of the yearly enrollment fee.

SETTING THE STANDARD.

We specialize in cutting-edge, low-dose 3D 
mammography. Our physicians conducted 
the initial research for its FDA approval. We 
believe all women should have access to the 
most advanced technology and the breast 
imaging specialists who are trained to read it.

Because it matters who reads  
your mammogram.

Call or visit our website to schedule an appointment.
512.776.1000 • austinbreastimaging.com
12319 N. MoPac Expy., Bldg. C, Ste. 320, Austin, TX 78758

facebook • yelp • youtube • google+
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Austin Realtor Jonathan Stilley said factors 
driving the hot real estate market since 2012 are 
increasing home prices and low monthly invento-
ry, or the amount of time it would take for every 
house on the market to sell if no new homes 
were built and homes continued to sell at the 
current pace.  A healthy market has a six-month 
supply, but the city of Austin has a 2.1-month sup-
ply, Stilley said. Citywide, the median home price is 
$350,000, and the average number of days on the 
market is 32. Data below is from June of each year.
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2016 REAL ESTATE GUIDE
Hot Austin real estate market sees 
rising prices, low housing inventory
By Amy Denney

Area real estate agents say Austin’s 
housing market is showing no signs of 
slowing down as home prices con-
tinue climbing and the housing supply 
remains low.

Realtor and Northwest Austin resi-
dent Jonathan Stilley, who is a member 
of the Austin Board of Realtors board 
of directors, recalled a recent instance 
of listing a client’s home on a Friday 
and having 74 potential buyers attend 
the weekend open house. The home 
received multiple offers by Sunday, sold 
for well over asking price and closed in 
12 days to a cash buyer, he said.

“[The housing market] has really 
taken off in the past couple of years,” 
he said. “… It’s this perfect storm of 
what’s perceived as still affordable, 
nice amenities and short supply. We’ll 
see this maintained for a while unless 
something happens.”

Northwest Austin homes that are 
priced well in the $200,000-$450,000 
range and already updated—meaning 
the buyer can move in without making 
significant upgrades—are selling the 
fastest and often in days, he said.

“On a median home price of 
$330,000, give or take, on those homes 
from my experience, 90 percent of what 
I’m seeing are multiple offers if it’s pre-
pared and priced properly,” he said.

In those multiple-offer situations, 
Realtor and ABoR President-Elect 
Brandy Guthrie said it is important to 
have a Realtor to guide clients through 
the process.

“We have a conversation with the 
client and provide them with statistics 
on what the home should appraise for 
and nearby [home] values and edu-
cate them in ways to submit their best 
offer,” she said. “That way if [the offer] 
doesn’t get accepted you know you put 
your best foot forward.”

Even for sellers, she said having a 
Realtor can be vital when deciding 
which offer to choose in a multiple-of-
fer situation.

“If the buyers have financing, the 
house still has to be appraised,” she 
said. “If the appraisal does come 
in short, it does have to come to a 
discussion if the buyer is willing 
bring that [difference above the home 
value] to the table, and a lot of times 

the buyers are having to bring the 
difference to the table.”

Guthrie said the city needs to find 
long- and short-term solutions to its 
housing shortage. This could mean get-
ting creative with new housing stock, 
such as using the city’s new rules on 
accessory dwelling units, or ADUs, and 
working to include new options in the 
city’s development code rewrite.

“A lot of people have only resided in 
Austin and have had to move to the 
bedroom communities for affordability 
and availability,” she said.

Sellers are also feeling the housing 
market crunch when trying to buy 
another home in Austin, Stilley said. 

“Don’t think it’s going to be three or 
four months until you’re moving,” he 
said. “Your home could sell the day it 
hits the market. You have to start pre-
paring if you’re going to stay in Austin.”

One positive note, Stilley said, as 
long as mortgages are involved, the 
housing market is unlikely to pick up 
speed because of federal regulations.

“There’s a saturation point where 
no matter how hot the market gets the 
houses can’t move any faster,” he said. 
“It takes time to close [on a house].”

Shavonne Martin, Williamson 
County Board of Realtors board 
president, said houses for sale in the 
$300,000 range typically sell the quick-
est and receive an average of five to 
seven offers, and some homes can go off 
the market in a matter of days. She also 
said competition for a house can drive 
its price up from $10,000-$30,000.

“This definitely isn’t a looky-loo 
market. You have to be serious and 
motivated [to buy],” Martin said. “If 
you see a home, you cannot sleep on 
it—you have to be prepared to make a 
decision [that day].”

Stilley said active homebuyers need 
to be prepared regarding their financial 
situation before making an offer. He 
said a buyer’s financial standing could 
make or break an offer.

“You may lose three or four houses,” 
he said. “It’s OK; don’t get discouraged. 
We’re in it every day, but for other 
people sometimes you need that edu-
cation. You need to feel what it’s like to 
lose [out on a house].”

Additional reporting by Caitlin 
Perrone and Scott Thomas

Source: Austin Board of Realtors/Community Impact Newspaper
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2016  
REAL ESTATE GUIDE

??

A building permit is required to 
“erect, construct, enlarge, alter, 
repair, improve, remove, convert, 
move or demolish” any building or 
structure within Austin’s zoning 
jurisdiction, according to the 
Austin Development Services 
Department. A trade permit for 
electrical, mechanical, plumbing 
or irrigation work is sometimes 
required depending on the scope 
of the project. 

Texas counties have not been 
given general zoning authority by 
the state Legislature. Williamson 

County does not deal with 
as many issues related to site 
plans or building permits in 
unincorporated areas.

For residents in unincorporated 
areas of Travis County, building 
and development permits are 
required for any manmade 
changes to real estate, including 
structures; driveways; septic 
systems; or mining, dredging, 
filling, grading, paving, excavating, 
drilling or division of land.

AUSTIN DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT: 

512-978-4000
TRAVIS COUNTY  
PERMIT OFFICE: 

512-854-4215
WILLIAMSON COUNTY  
ENGINEER: 

512-943-3330

CONTACT INFO

DO I NEED A

PERMIT

R E Q U I R E S  P E R M I T      A U ST I N      U N I N C O R P O R AT E D  T R AV I S  C O U N T Y      U N I N C O R P O R AT E D  W I L L I A M S O N  C O U N T Y

 R E M OV I N G  A  T R E E
(19 inches in diameter or larger); 

 only if machinery is required or 
the tree is in the right of way

B U I L D I N G  A  F E N C E  7  F E E T  O R  S H O RT E R
(No permit needed)

  *
I N STA L L I N G  A  P O O L

  PAV I N G  A  D R I V E WAY

*Requires a Williamson County Certificate of Compliance instead of a permit
**Permit issued by the Williamson County and Cities Health District

 C O N ST RU C T I N G  A  PAT I O

 C O N ST RU C T I N G  A  PAT I O
(If larger than 200 square feet)

 D E M O L I S H I N G  A  S H E D

 D E M O L I S H I N G  A  S H E D
(If larger than 200 square feet and 
contains electric or plumbing)

  * 
A D D I N G  A N  A D D I T I O N  TO  A  H O M E

  * 
B U I L D I N G  A N 
AC C E S S O RY 
DW E L L I N G 
U N I T / I N - L AW 
S U I T E

 R E M O D E L I N G 
A  K I TC H E N

 R E M O D E L I N G 
A  K I TC H E N
(If the remodel involves 
more than cosmetic work)

 I N STA L L I N G 
N E W  I N T E R N A L 
P LU M B I N G

 * * 
I N STA L L I N G  A 
N E W  S E P T I C 
SYST E M

Sources: Austin Development Services Department, Travis County Permit Office,  
Williamson County Engineer/Community Impact Newspaper

Compiled by Kara Nuzback
Designed by Angie Calderon
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2016 REAL ESTATE GUIDE

FOR SALE

Every story of buying and selling a home is different, but 
there are many common steps that potential buyers and 
sellers should be familiar with before embarking on their 
respective journeys. This guide explains the steps and roles 
involved in purchasing and selling a home. This information is 
not a comprehensive look at every homebuying experience, 
nor is it intended as legal advice.

Who’s involved: listing agent, sellers
The listing agent and sellers get the home 
ready to be sold by doing yard work, painting 
or completing large-scale repairs. A staging 
professional can also be hired to help make 
the home attractive to buyers. 

PREPARATION

FINDING A LISTING AGENT

Who’s involved: listing agent, 
sellers
The first step in selling a home is usually 
to identify a listing agent. Although some 
homes are sold by the owners, the vast 
majority of homes are sold by real estate 
agents. Sellers often interview agents to see 
who will best represent their interests.

DECIDING TO SELL A HOME

Who’s involved: the 
sellers
Potential sellers may decide 
to sell their home based 
on employment changing, 
needing to upgrade or 
downsize, or wanting to 
change locations.

FOR SALE

Compiled by Scott Thomas | Designed by Cathy Chedrawi

Sources: 
Cindy Crawford, Keller Williams Real Estate Agent
512-522-5002
www.cindycrawfordhomes.com

E. Lee Smith, Georgetown Mortgage
512-930-7888
www.georgetownmtg.com

Who’s involved: mortgage lender, buyers
The buyers contact a mortgage lender to get prequalified 
for a loan once they decide to start looking for a home. 
Prequalification typically involves a phone conversation 
between the buyers and lenders discussing credit, 
employment and collateral. The prequalification amount gives 
the buyers an idea of what they can afford to spend on a 
home. Buyers can choose which mortgage company they 
want to use for the prequalification process.  A real estate 
agent often has a list of companies he or she can recommend.

GETTING PREQUALIFIED

DECIDING TO BUY A HOME

Who’s involved: the buyers
Potential buyers need to decide if buying a 
home is right for them. Many people look at 
the market and how long they intend to stay 
in a home when deciding to buy or rent.

THE GAME OF

R E T EE SA TL A

“Both my kids have become much more confi dent and 
competent swimmers and they had a great time! The 
instructors were great and were able to push the kids to 
get better while having fun.  Waterloo is the best value, 
best quality and the best fun!”

–Karen T.

12332 FM 620 NORTH • AUSTIN  |  NEAR THE HWY 183 AND TOLLROAD 45 INTERCHANGE, TWO BLOCKS FROM LAKELINE MALL

Swimming is a critical life skill and a 
lifelong fi tness activity.

SWIM FOR LIFE

Register today at waterlooswimming.com

Swim 
Programs

• Low swimmers to 
coach/instructor ratio

• Providing swim 
programs since 2010

–Karen T.

12332 FM 620 NORTH • AUSTIN  |  NEAR THE HWY 183 AND TOLLROAD 45 INTERCHANGE, TWO BLOCKS FROM LAKELINE MALL

• Waterloo Babies
• Learn to Swim 
• Stroke School

Come in for a FREE EVALUATION
• Kid & Teen Fitness Classes
• Adult Lessons and Fitness 
• USA Swimming Club
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SEARCHING

OFFER 

FINANCE

DUE DILIGENCE
CLOSING

Who’s involved: buyers' 
agent, buyers
The buyers often use a real estate 
agent to lead the home search. 
The buyers' agent learns the 
criteria the buyers are looking for, 
including price, size and location. 
The real estate agent can set up a 
search so the buyers know when 
a home that meets their criteria 
hits the market, and many agents 
will learn of properties even 
before they are listed. In Central 
Texas, buyers should be prepared 
to move quickly on houses they 
want to purchase.

Who’s involved: buyers’ 
agent, listing agent, 

buyers, sellers
When the buyers find a house they 

want to pursue, they put in a purchase offer. 
The buyers’ real estate agent writes up an 
offer and presents it to the sellers’ listing 
agent. The listing agent takes the offer to the 
sellers, who can then accept, counter, decline 
or not respond. If the sellers deem the offer 
acceptable, a sale contract is executed.

Who’s involved: inspector, buyers' agent, buyers, 
sellers, listing agent
Buyers then contact a home inspector. Often real estate agents 
have a list of potential home inspectors in the area the buyers 
can use. Depending on what the inspector finds, he or she may 
recommend other professionals look at the property, such as 
companies that specialize in foundation repairs, pest control or 
roofing. The buyers may use the information to negotiate for 
repairs or a modified selling price, although the sellers are not 
obligated to agree to the negotiated terms.

Who’s involved: lender, lending company 
employees, appraiser, buyers
The buyers often use the mortgage or lending company 
they were prequalified with, but they do not have to 
use the same company. The buyers submit documents 
necessary to process the loan such as pay stubs and 
tax returns. The lender submits this information to an 
underwriter and then the lending company's closing 
department.  The mortgage company also executes an 

appraisal. The appraiser determines if the value of the home matches the selling 
price. Although there are multiple people processing the loan throughout this 
process, the buyers are typically interacting with the lender.

Who’s involved: title company, 
listing agent, real estate agent, 
buyers, sellers, lender
If the financing is approved and the buyers 
and sellers have agreed upon any negotiations 
that arise, a closing date is set. The closing 
process often takes place at the title 
company, which is responsible for ensuring 
the documents involved in the closing 
process are legitimate and provides an agent 
at the closing. Both the buyers and sellers 
go through the paperwork, but usually at 
different times. After the closing process, the 
buyers may move into their new home.

OFFERS

MARKETING

Who’s involved: listing 
agent, sellers
The listing agent takes 
photos and puts them on 
different listing services 
along with information 
such as the home's listing 
price, square footage, and 
number of bedrooms and 
bathrooms. Some sellers hire 
aerial photographers to take 
photos using drones. 

Who’s involved: buyers' agent, listing agent, buyers, sellers
In Central Texas, many homes for sale receive multiple offers. This can 
drive up the price, but the sellers may not always accept the highest bid if 
other potential buyers are offering cash, a quicker closing date or other 
terms amenable to the sellers. The sellers can counter, decline, ignore or 
accept the offers presented. 

NEGOTIATIONS

Who’s involved: listing agent, sellers, buyers, 
buyers’ agent
After the buyers perform their due diligence by getting the home 
inspected, the sellers can respond to any negotiations the buyers 
may put forth. For example, if the air conditioner needs repairs, 
the sellers may offer to replace it, reduce the home's list price or 
ask the buyers to move forward as is. If both parties agree to the 
negotiated terms, a closing date is set.
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higher class-size caps and lower man-
datory attendance rates, said Robbin 
Gesch, Round Rock ISD chief of teach-
ing and learning.

Gesch first proposed exploring DOI 
status at the board of trustees’ May 19 
meeting. The seven-member board 
voted unanimously to move forward 
with the idea. 

DOI designation was created by Texas 
House Bill 1842, which state lawmakers 
passed in 2015. The bill allows traditional 
school districts to adopt a local inno-
vation plan that allows for more flexi-
ble operating models, including some 
exemptions from state regulations previ-
ously offered only to charter schools.

Other states have passed similar bills 
in recent years, including Arkansas, Col-
orado, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Missis-
sippi, Tennessee and West Virginia.

Kendall Pace, president of Austin 
ISD board of trustees, said the board 
directed staffers to explore DOI desig-
nation in March, and it could receive 
an update from staff at its Aug. 15 meet-
ing. Pflugerville ISD Communications 
Officer Steve Scheffler said his district is 
also looking into the DOI process. Nei-
ther AISD nor PfISD has yet resolved to 
develop a local innovation plan.

The road to innovation
RRISD is one of many districts in 

Texas that are considering or have 
passed resolutions to become DOIs.
The Texas Education Agency must now 
adopt rules to define the process. TEA 
Spokeswoman DeEtta Culbertson said 
public comments surrounding the rules 
were still under review, as of  press day 
July 22. Once the rules are adopted, they 
will take effect in 20 days, she said.

Interested school districts are using 
the TEA’s proposed rules to get started 
on the process.

A district can become a DOI only 

after it develops a local innovation plan 
with public input and approval from an 
elected district-level committee and the 
school board.

RRISD board of trustees unanimously 
voted to form a committee to develop an 
innovation plan after a public hearing at 
its June 23 meeting, during which only 
one member of the public spoke.

The 15-member, board-appointed 
committee—which includes princi-
pals from elementary, middle and high 
schools; two teachers of the year; two 
students; and five district administra-
tors—will create an innovation plan that 
outlines which specific education code 
exemptions RRISD is seeking.

In August the appointed com-
mittee will likely present the local 
innovation plan to RRISD’s elected 
district-level committee, which also 
includes classroom teachers, school 
leaders—including Gesch—a business 

representative and a parent.
By September or October, RRISD 

trustees could vote on the final inno-
vation plan, Gesch said. If RRISD’s dis-
trict-level committee and its board of 
trustees approve the innovation plan, it 
would last five years and require annu-
ally updates, Gesch said.

Teacher contract concerns
Chapter 21 of the Texas Education 

Code governs teacher contracts and 
mandates that teachers must hold a 
certificate issued by the State Board for 
Educator Certification. 

But a DOI could choose to exempt 
itself from teacher contracts and bene-
fits, similar to public charter schools.

“That would mean that teachers 
would be at-will employees,” said 
Lonnie Hollingsworth, general coun-
sel for Austin-based nonprofit Texas 
Classroom Teachers Association. “The 

district could basically let them go for 
any reason at all at any time.”

Hollingsworth said TCTA, which 
represents 50,000 educators through-
out the state, opposed HB 1842 because 
DOI designation could infringe on the 
rights of both teachers and parents, 
such as a teacher removing a disruptive 
student from the classroom or a parent 
receiving notice of a student’s unsatis-
factory grades.

He said paid time for lesson planning 
and preparation could also be taken 
from teachers in a DOI.

In fairness, Hollingsworth said many 
districts have expressed no interest in 
altering the school start date or exempt-
ing from the teacher appraisal system, 
which beginning in school year 2017-18 
will rate teachers based in part on stu-
dent performance.

TCTA opposes the new teacher 
appraisal system but argued it should 

Innovation
Continued from | 1

Designed by Angie Calderon

Texas school districts may pursue a District of Innovation, or DOI, desig-
nation, which would allow certain exemptions from the Texas Education 
Code. The process toward becoming a DOI starts with community input.

School board approves 
a resolution to explore 
becoming a DOI

A public hearing 
is held before the 
school board

School board 
appoints a 
committee 
to craft an 
innovation plan 

Committee 
develops a draft 
innovation plan to 
cover five years

Public reviews 
the plan for  
30 days 

A district-level 
committee votes  
on the plan

School board 
votes on the 
plan 

If school board 
approves the plan, the 
district notifies the 
public and publishes 
the plan

District reviews 
the plan annually 
and makes 
adjustments as 
needed

Source: Round Rock ISD/Community Impact Newspaper
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be addressed statewide rather than dis-
trict by district through the DOI desig-
nation, Hollingsworth said. TCTA has 
sued the commissioner of education in 
an attempt to change the new teacher 
appraisal system, he said.

The DOI process also gives more 
authority to district-level committees, 
Hollingsworth said.

“In the past, this committee has been 
pretty much a paper tiger,” he said. 
“All of the sudden this committee … 
becomes a huge safeguard to avoid 

instances,” Ryan said. “We’re working 
very carefully to be clear that our scope 
is limited.”

RRISD is interested in hiring uncer-
tified educators to teach world language 
classes—a field in which teachers are 
hard to find—and in some technical 
education classes in which an industry 
professional with real-world experience 
would be more valuable than a certified 
educator with no experience in the 
field, Ryan said.

More flexibility
David Dunn, executive director of 

Austin-based Texas Charter Schools 
Association, said exemption from the 
Texas Education Code allows charter 
schools in Texas many freedoms not 
afforded to ISDs.

Because charter schools are not 
bound by state contract provisions, 
faculty and administrators are largely 
at-will employees, which enables more 
hiring freedom and the ability to let go 
of faculty members who fail to meet the 
needs of students, Dunn said.

Many teachers in charter schools 
enjoy the flexibility of not having a con-
tract, even though the pay is less than 
many public school teachers receive, he 
said. Charter school teachers are also 
free to adjust the curriculum as needed 

to ensure students are learning the 
material, he said.

“I don’t think it’s had a negative 
impact on teacher quality at all; quite the 
opposite actually,” Dunn said.

Dunn said lack of state regulations 
provide charter schools more flexible 
with the school calendar, such as align-
ing early college high school students 
with a local community college’s sched-
ule or offering night classes to students 
who must work to support their families.

“We’ve got a number of charter 
schools focused on kids who’ve dropped 
out,” Dunn said. 

He said the association supports DOI 
designation because it could improve 
educational outcomes for students.

Charter schools and ISDs receive state 
funds based on the average daily atten-
dance of students, but charter schools 
in Texas do not receive funds from local 
tax revenue or state facilities funding. If 
public schools no longer have to adhere 
to state regulations, charter schools 
should be eligible for the same state 
funding DOI schools receive, Dunn said.

Would you support local school districts seeking 
District of Innovation status for more flexibility?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/nwa-poll

potential losses in rights and benefits.”
Hollingsworth said it is important 

for classroom teachers to get involved 
in the DOI process and ensure the dis-
trict-level committee is an elected body 
that includes teacher representatives.

Gesch and Corey Ryan, RRISD exec-
utive director of communications and 
community relations, said RRISD is not 
interested in skirting the teacher certifi-
cation requirement on core subjects. 

“We need certified teachers. We 
need teacher contracts in 99 percent of 

Susan von Rosenburg (left) teaches microbiology to Stony Point High School 
students. If Round Rock ISD is designated a District of Innovation, instructors 
for some health science classes could be hired without having a teaching 
certification or contract.
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an early August meeting, City Council 
will set the bond language and officially 
put the bond on the ballot.

“It will have things that are important 
to everybody, but it may not be the same 
things,” Adler said. “… This package is 
judicious in the projects it picks but also 
actually will enable the community to 
move forward on those things that it has 
spent years planning.”

Putting plans in place
Adler’s proposed bond package would 

allocate the majority of funds—$482 
million—toward implementing the 
city’s seven completed corridor studies 
on Airport Boulevard, Burnet Road, 
East Riverside Drive, Guadalupe Street, 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, and 
North and South Lamar boulevards.

Moving forward on these plans would 
increase vehicle throughput, improve 
congestion, enhance transit, and make 
communities more complete and walk-
able, Adler said.

“If we really want to make the city 
affordable, then we have to lower hous-
ing costs and we have to lower transpor-
tation costs,” he said. “Those are the two 
biggest costs that people pay.”

The bond package would also dedi-
cate $55 million to implement the side-
walk master plan and other safe routes 
to schools; $30 million for the urban 
trails master plan, $20 million for the 
bicycle master plan, $15 million for the 
Vision Zero master plan, and $17 mil-
lion to upgrade substandard streets and 
other capital improvements.

For areas of the city not near the cor-
ridors, Adler proposed dedicating $101 
million toward regional roads, including 
Loop 360, Parmer Lane, Anderson Mill 
Road and Spicewood Springs Road.

Funding the bond
Voters last considered a transportation 

bond proposition in November 2014 but 
defeated it by 57 to 43 percent. That prop-
osition would have authorized the city to 
sell $600 million in bonds to fund a 9.5-
mile urban rail line and would have used 
$400 million in nonvoter-approved state 
highway bonds for regional projects.

If voters approve the $720 million 
bond proposition this November, the 
city would use $250 million of its exist-
ing debt capacity to finance the bond. 
The city would then issue bonds for the 
remaining $500 million, requiring an 
increase to the debt service portion of 
the tax rate by 2 1/4 cents.

Greg Canally, the city’s deputy chief 
financial officer, said he estimates the 

District 6 Council Member Don Zim-
merman said his top three priorities are 
expanding Anderson Mill Road and 
Parmer Lane and creating a bypass at 
RM 620 and RM 2222 because increased 
capacity is a priority of Northwest Aus-
tin residents. He said he does not sup-
port implementing the corridor plans.

“What the corridors are mostly for is 
to re-engineer and redesign for the pur-
poses of Imagine Austin for increased 
density, wide sidewalks and bicycle lanes 
separated from traffic,” Zimmerman 
said. “The bicycle lane separation from 

traffic is very useful for safety, but it does 
nothing to improve the vehicle through-
put, and that’s our problem.”

He said his constituents do not sup-
port funding sidewalks, bicycle facilities 
and enhancements for transit.

“I don’t think the bond is a good deal for 
the city overall, but I think there’s a decent 
choice for District 6 voters to get the proj-
ects that are enumerated here,” he said.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

increase could be in half-cent incre-
ments over eight years with the first 
increase occurring in fiscal year 2017-18. 
By spreading out the tax rate increases, 
he said, this will put some of the tax bur-
den on future residents.

“It’s one of the trade-offs we make 
when we live in a community,” he said. 
“We want to make sure we do [tax 
rate increases] in an equitable fashion 
because future residents will benefit 
from those improvements, too.”

The financial impact on voters would 
be $56 annually, or less than $5 per 
month, based on a median-valued home 
of $250,000, Canally said.

The city usually has a general bond 
election every six to eight years for vari-
ous projects, including housing, libraries, 
parks and transportation, capital pro-
gram consultant Susan Daniels said.

Since 1998, voters have approved 
$638 million in transportation bonds. 
Bonds from 2010 and 2012 are still 
active, she said. Transportation bonds 
usually take longer to implement 
because projects are typically funded in 
phases, Daniels said.

“It’s really important for projects to 
keep some momentum moving forward,” 
she said. “In the 2012 program, we had 
a design bucket [of funding] for the 
intent of getting [transportation] projects 
through another phase of development.”

‘Go big’ on transportation
The city typically creates a citizens 

bond advisory committee to spend about 
a year creating a bond package. But with 
a quicker timeframe for pursuing a bond 
in 2016, the council hosted Mobility 
Talks this spring to gather public input.

A lack of a more vetted process caused 
concern among other council members 
that the process was too rushed, but 
Adler said the community has been dis-
cussing the corridor plans for six years.

“I heard my colleagues saying the pro-
cess felt rushed, but I disagree with that 
because the things we were proposing 
were the things that have already been 
vetted by the community,” he said.

During his conversations with the 
community, Adler said stakeholders—
pedestrian, bicycle and transit advo-
cates as well as business owners and area 
chambers of commerce—told him to “go 
big” on the bond and specifically imple-
ment the corridor plans. About half the 
city’s population lives within 1.5 miles of 
one of the corridors and about one-third 
live within a half-mile, he said.

“We wouldn’t be able to complete all of 
the corridor work, but I also think there’s 
going to be an opportunity to leverage 
the money we have with developments 
that are going to be occurring,” he said.

Mobility bond
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3  $17 million to construct improvements, including adding a third 
lane, along Parmer Lane between SH 45 and RM 1431
4  $5.5 million for preliminary engineering, design and construction 

on Anderson Mill Road from Spicewood Parkway to US 183
5  $46 million on Loop 360 near Westlake Drive: the city would 

partner with the Texas Department of Transportation for design and 
construction of a grade-separated interchange
6  $7.5 million for the intersection of RM 620 and RM 2222: TxDOT 

would lead improvements with a match from the city to create a 
bypass road
7  $17 million for design and construction to expand Spicewood 

Springs Road between Mesa Drive and Loop 360 to four lanes with 
signals, medians, sidewalks and bicycle lanes

regional projects

1  North Lamar 
Boulevard from US 183 
to I-35: $85 million to 
create complete street 
from West Longspur 
Boulevard to Braker 
Lane, add 5 miles each 
of new/improved bicycle 
facilities and sidewalks

2  Burnet Road 
from Koenig Lane to 
MoPac: $80 million to 
create complete street 
from Koenig Lane to 
Northcross Drive, add 
2.8 miles each of new/
improved bicycle facili-
ties and sidewalks

corridor plan 
implementation

where are they now?

Voters have approved $638 million in transportation bonds since 1998. About 80 percent of these funds have 
already been spent. Here is how those bonds have been spent so far.

North Walnut Creek Trail: 
$6.2 million from 1998, 2006, 
2010 and 2012 bond programs 
to complete the 3.2-mile-long 
trail

North Lamar Boulevard 
and Burnet Road Corridor 
improvements: $15 million from 
2012 bond program to address 
multimodal transportation issues

New sidewalks on Braker Lane 
from MoPac to Burnet Road 
and on sections of North Lamar 
between US 183 and Braker as 
part of 2012 bond program

Source: city of Austin/Community Impact Newspaper

key bond projects
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Spicewood 
Pkwy.

2000 

$150 million
bond substantially 
completed

1998 

$152 million
bond substantially 
completed

2006 

$103 million
100% spent

2010 

$90 million
95% spent, 
$3.24M remains

2012 

$143 million
40% spent
$61.47M remains

To RM 1431

If approved, the $720 million mobility bond would allocate $482 million 
to implement the city’s seven completed corridor plans, $101 million for 
regional projects and $137 million to implement other existing master 
plans for sidewalks, urban trails, bicycle facilities and Vision Zero as well 
as make other capital improvements. By implementing corridor plans, 
the city will be able to update those roads to complete streets, which are 
designed to accommodate vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists and transit. 
Details of what would be implemented in the projects are based on 
preliminary cost estimates and could change as projects move forward.
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Market Data
On the market  (June 2016)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$149,999 or less — — — 3/5 8/46 —

$150,000-$199,999 — 2/21 3/9 1/9 4/8 4/67

$200,000-$299,999 — 11/3 14/13 14/8 13/7 4/8

$300,000-$399,999 3/56 12/12 11/6 5/24 8/29 6/29

$400,000-$499,999 5/63 1/37 2/5 11/31 — 11/28

$500,000-$599,999 3/5 — — 4/34 — 7/25

$600,000-$799,999 — — 1/8 8/14 — 6/22

$800,000-$999,999 — — — — — 1/29

$1 million + 1/75 — — 1/4 — —

REAL ESTATE

Price 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

–

Median price of homes sold  June 2015 vs.  June 2016

+6.1%

+4.6%

-8.1%

+6.5%

+11%

+8.7%

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78726 Canyon Creek 11300 Pachea Trail 4br/4ba $519,000 3,499 Stephanie Price Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-773-5572

78726 Canyon Creek 10412 Canyon Vista Way 5br/3ba $548,500 4,110 Sydney Heard Moreland Properties 512-733-3277

78726 Villas at Canyon Creek Condo 9550 Savannah Ridge Drive, Unit 14 3br/3ba $429,900 2,474 Crystal Kilpatrick Keller Williams Realty 512-680-5835

78727 Hidden Estates 3807 McNeil Drive 4br/4ba $1,100,000 4,735 Chris Rios Keller Williams Realty 512-775-5476

78727 Milwood 4503 Cumbria Lane 3br/3ba $348,700 1,998 John Rosshirt Stanberry & Associates 512-327-9310

78727 Scofield Farms 13019 Scofield Farms Drive 4br/4ba $300,000 2,217 Brandi Adkins Private Label Realty 512-565-2098

78727 Scofield 1333 Braided Rope Drive 4br/3ba $348,000 2,942 Samuel Payne Keller Williams Realty C.P. 512-577-5699

78729 Milwood 8404 Alvin High Lane 3br/2ba $275,000 1,683 Quinn Palmer JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-736-9560

78729 Springwoods 8906 Chester Forest St. 3br/2ba $259,997 1,601 Ricky Cain Keller Williams Realty 512-794-6601

78729 Village Oaks 9505 Longvale Drive 4br/2ba $249,900 1,505 Lynn Wilkinson Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-589-1974

78750 Balcones Village 9407 Cedar Crest Drive 4br/3ba $528,220 2,490 Karen Choate Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-689-3040

78750 Balcones Village 9407 Arch Hill Circle 4br/2ba $459,900 1,967 Melissa Berndt Pacesetter Properties 512-350-1107

78750 Fox Hollow Condo 8600 Fathom Circle, Unit 1406 2br/2ba $135,000 924 Donna Andruk Keller Williams Realty 512-663-6672

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 11543 Spicewood Parkway 3br/3ba $464,000 2,176 Rita Keenan Moreland Properties 512-431-6171

78750 Spicewood at Bull Creek 10301 Holme Lacey Lane 4br/4ba $550,000 3,086 Carol Strickland Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Realty 512-426-2381

78750 Spicewood at Bull Creek 10202 Spicewood Parkway 5br/4ba $774,900 4,548 Jennifer Murray Keller Williams Realty 512-423-6559

78750 Spicewood Estates 10603 Leafwood Lane 4br/3ba $399,900 2,288 Elliott Sanchez Realty Austin 512-785-4044

78758 Reflections of Walnut Creek 1411 Gracy Farms Lane, Unit 116 2br/3ba $160,000 1,107 Mary Merrell Keller Williams Realty 512-636-3699

78759 Great Hills 8801 Mountain Ridge Drive 4br/2ba $549,950 1,922 Karin Chappell Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-589-7637

78759 Great Hills 7602 Yaupon Drive 4br/4ba $550,000 2,879 Jennifer Smith Keller Williams Realty 512-532-5550

78759 Mesa Park 5108 Powder River Road 3br/2ba $289,950 1,132 Robert Mello Keller Williams Realty 512-789-3332

78759 Summer Wood 3706 Steck Ave. 2br/2ba $310,000 1,255 Jessica Licona Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8434

78759 Summer Wood 8300 Summerwood Drive 2br/2ba $350,000 1,679 Susie Davison Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Realty 512-698-1997

78759 Westover Hills 8707 Azalea Trail 4br/3ba $765,900 2,445 Charlotte Hohensee The Stacy Group 512-868-7248

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 7/13/16 and 7/18/16 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community 
Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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8300 Summerwood Drive

N O W  H I R I N G  A L L  L O C AT I O N S

COMING SOON!
NORTH DOMAIN/ROCK ROSE
3100 ESPERANZA CROSSING

SUITE 118
AUSTIN, TX 78758

(512) 807-0444
ARBORETUM–ARBOR TOWN SQUARE

10721 RESEARCH BLVD.  | SUITE A-100
AUSTIN, TX 78759

(512) 900-3223

AVERY RANCH
14900 AVERY RANCH BLVD. 

SUITE A-100
AUSTIN, TX 78717

 (512) 669-5272

LOLO JONES
3X U.S. OLYMPIAN



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

®

NORTHWEST AUSTIN • 512-766-7279 
7318 McNeil Drive

promartialarts.com/northwestaustin 

*First time students only. Restrictions apply. Independently
Owned & Operated. ©2016 PRO Martial Arts Franchise Corp.  

Franchises Available. 

FREE!
2 KARATE
CLASSES

*

Plus a FREE* Uniform!

• Karate Lessons

• Self-Defense

•
• Birthday Parties

Little Rhinos Program

• And Much More!

MORE THAN JUST KARATE!

Dining
1000 Degrees Neapolitan Pizzeria....... 34
Austin Gourmet Popcorn ..................... 35
Cajun Pizza ......................................... 36
Pita Fusion .......................................... 38
Saccone’s Pizza and Subs ................... 38
Snow Pea Asian Bistro ........................ 36
Thai Passion ....................................... 34

Education
Ashley’s Playhouse ............................. 35
Slavin Nadal School of Ballet............... 37

Entertainment
Pinballz Arcade ................................... 38
The Palace Theatre ............................. 35

Home & garden
Emerald Lawns ................................... 36
G & S Mechanical ............................... 34
Mosquito Squad .................................. 37

Medical
Dr. Jerry Milner ................................... 37
Hearing Loss Center of Austin ............. 37
Ultimate Eye Care ............................... 34
Wu Chiropractic & Acupuncture .......... 34

Other
SunstoneFIT ........................................ 35

Pet health/supplies
Hair O’ The Dog Pet Salon ................... 37

Professional Services
Austex Tree Services ........................... 38
Grass-works Lawn Care ...................... 35

Retail
Escovedo Consulting ........................... 39
Just Between Us ................................. 36
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NOW 
OPEN

BUILD YOUR OWN NEAPOLITAN PIZZA OR SALAD

THE SHOPS AT ARBOR WALK
10515 N MOPAC EXPY SUITE A120| AUSTIN, TX 
(512) 579-0056
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

FACEBOOK.COM/1000DEGREESPIZZAUSTIN

@1000DEGREEPIZZA @1000DEGREEPIZZA

FIRED TO PERFECTION 
IN 2 MINUTES

HANDMADE DOUGH 
MADE FRESH EVERYDAY

UNLIMITED TOPPINGS 
FOR ONE LOW PRICE

FREE
10” PIZZA WITH PURCHASE 

OF ONE 10” PIZZA 
FOR $8.95

must present coupon EX. 8/24/16

SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET
Live Music. $15 per person. $7.50 ages 4-12. Drinks not included

A place of calm that always off ers g�eat food, wonderf�l 
ser�ice and allows ever� customer to leave feeling happy 
and satisfi ed.

Daily Lunch Specials - $7.99 Lunch, includes Soup and Salad Bar. M-F 11-2.

183

Pond Springs Rd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

Balcones Club Dr.

Now open 

until 2 AM 

everyday!

737-703-5237
13376 N Hwy 183, Austin, TX 78750 

$10 OFF a 
$25 

purchase!
Not available on Holiday’s. Must 

present coupon. Dine in only. 
Ex�ires 8/24/16 Monday-Friday only

Convenient 
Financing

24/7 Emergency 
Service

NO TRIP CHARGES
NO SERVICE FEES

FREE ESTIMATE
on system replacements

NO TRIP CHARGES

on system replacements

*The The Home Projects® Visa® credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special 
terms APR will continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal 
payments during the promotional (special terms) period. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest 

charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 03/06/2016 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 03/18/2017.

$500 OFF SYSTEM REPLACEMENTS

0% APR 
FOR  36 

MONTHS!*
Sales • Service • InstallationSales • Service • InstallationSales • Service • Installation

Heating and 
Air Conditioning

WE OFFER A FULL LINE OF RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL HEATING & AIR 

CONDITIONING SERVICES!

 512-642-3400
CALL TODAY!

410 Tradesmens Park Dr. • Hutto, TX 78634

GSRepair@live.com • Austin-AC-Repair.com
License: TACLB28892E

NOW HIRING 
TECHNICIANS

NEEDLE FREE ACUPUNCTURE | CHIROPRACTIC | AUTO INJURY

INTRODUCTORY EXAM 
AND TREATMENT $75

12591 Research Blvd, 
Ste 201 Austin, TX 78759 

(512) 436-3798  
WWW.DRERICWU.COM183

McNeil Dr.
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ch

no
lo

gy
 

Bl
vd

.

N

吴医生. 脊椎神經骨   和 針灸. 自然療法
专治 工伤 车祸 运动损伤 手脚麻木 慢性疼痛 脊椎侧弯.

Trung Tâm Chính Hình & Châm Cứu
Bac sĩ Wu chuyen tri cột sống xương tủy và châm cứu thiên nhiên liệu 
pháp. Chấn thương thể thao tai nạn chấn thương chữa tê vẹo cột sống 
đau mãn tính.

Quiropráctica y acupuntura. Hablamos español.

2500 West Parmer Lane #120, Austin, Texas 78727
www.ultimateeyecare.com

MoPac

N

(512) 388-3937

2 PAIRS OF 
GLASSES 

1 PAIR 
FOR

$99 $69OR

Parmer Ln.
By Fry’s

C ALL OFFICE FOR DETAILS  •  AVAILABLE AT PARMER LOC ATION ONLY
ON SELECT FRAMES ONLY. EXPIRES 8/24/16

We now take 
Superior/

Block Vision 
Insurance!
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Fertilization, 
Weeding, 
Hedges *12 mos.

Mow, Edge, 
Trim & Blow

Grass Works
Lo c a l  L a w n  C a r e

512-797-1640

You Grow It, 
We Mow it.

Local 
since 2007.

Irrigation • Landscape • Maintenance

$140$30 Full 
ServiceWeekly

Larger or diffi cult 
properties may 

be more.

Weekly service only

YOUR LOCAL LAWNCARE PROVIDER

LI19556

www.grassworksaustin.com

FREE ESTIMATES

13343 HighwAy 183 North, Suite 250
www.Austingourmetpopcorn.com

512 351-9059

opening in October

FREE mini popcorn

over 70 flavors of popcorn
vintAge sodAs

250 vArieties of cAndy

Stop by And pick up a free mini bag of 
plain, kettle or cheese popcorn

one per customer
expires 11/7/15

FREE Mini Popcorn
STOP BY AND PICK UP A 

FREE MINI BAG OF ANY FLAVOR 
EXCLUDING SPECIALTY AND

CHOCOLATE POPCORN
ONE PER CUSTOMER

EXPIRES 8/24/16

OVER 70 FLAVORS OF POPCORN 
VINTAGE SODAS

250 VARIETIES OF CANDY

13343 HIGHWAY 183 NORTH, SUITE 250
WWW.AUSTINGOURMENTPOPCORN.COM  |  512-351-9059

• Ages 6 weeks - 12 years
• Daily Art & Activities
• Snacks & Meals
• Birthday Parties!
• Beautiful Outdoor Playscape
• Hourly, Block and 

Membership Pricing

13343 N. Hwy 183, Suite 200 (Anderson Mill & Hwy 183 by Main Event)
512-872-2755 • www.AshleysPlayhouseAustin.com

Mon-Thurs 7am-10pm • Fri 7am-Midnight 
Sat 8am-Midnight • Sun Closed for Private PartiesOpen Late!

$10 OFF 

Registration
With this ad 

code: CommImp2016

 Check out our website for 
a list of fun things we have 

planned this Summer!

georgetownpalace.com • 512.869.7469

LIVE AND ON STAGE

Jul. 15 - Aug. 14 Aug. 26 - Sept. 25

Get Your 
Sweat On!
Hot Yoga | Barre | Pilates | Fitness

Showers, mats, and towels available.

10710 Research Blvd #326, Austin, TX 78759 • (512) 287-7047 • sunstonefit.com/nhc

First class free
AFTER 30 MIN. 
ORIENTATION.

JOIN NOW FOR ONLY 
$59 FOR YOUR FIRST MONTH!
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6001 W. Parmer,  
Suite 440.  (512) 291-7997

Parm
er Ln.

McNeil Dr.

NEW LOCATION

www.cajunpizzaplace.com

FREE
Cheese Bread, Small Salad, 

or Boudin Balls with 

the purchase of a large 

specialty pizza

Dine-in only 

Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016Expires 8/24/2016

Bring this ad in for a 

www.emeraldlawns.com | 512.990.2199

Professional and organic fertilization  •  Weed control
Top dressing  •  Grub preventative  • Disease preventative •  1 Year Fire Ant Control  

Lawn core aeration • Kid and Pet Friendly • Tree and shrub fertilization

Guaranteed results!

Top dressing  •  Grub preventative  • Disease preventative •  1 Year Fire Ant Control  
Lawn core aeration • Kid and Pet Friendly • Tree and shrub fertilization

Locally owned and operated

Environmentally Friendly 
A+ Rated with the BBB

No Contracts! • Award-Winning Service

$24.95 
SUMMER FERTILIZATION AND 

SPOT-TREAT BROADLEAF WEEDS
Plus tax. Up to 5,000 sq. ft. Additional charges 

may apply for larger areas. New customers only. 
Expires 8/24/2016

$95
GUARANTEED FOR 1 YEAR

FIRE ANT CONTROL

SMSoil Nourishing  Root Stimulating

GUARANTEED FOR 1 YEARGUARANTEED FOR 1 YEARGUARANTEED FOR 1 YEAR
Plus tax.  Up to 5,000 sq. ft. Additional charges 

apply to larger areas.  New customers only. 
Expires 8/24/2016.

LAKELINE MARKET (HEB) 
SHOPPING CENTER 
14028 U.S. 183, #170 •
AUSTIN 78717 
(512) 257-7669 

3706 JEFFERSON ST, 
AUSTIN 78703
(512) 454-3228

OPEN DAILY 11AM-10PM 
(CLOSED 2:30-4:30)
OPEN ALL DAY FRI-SAT
SNOWPEAAUSTIN.COM

SUSHI, CHINESE & ASIAN BISTRO

W 35th St

Je
ff

er
so

n 
St

FREE SOUP 
OR EGG ROLL 
WITH PURCHASE OF 
AN ENTREE. 
DINE-IN ONLY. OFFER 
EXPIRES 8/24/16.  

EVERYDAY 11AM–1PM & 5–8PM

SUSHI HAPPY 
HOUR SPECIAL!
CHOOSE ANY 
3 ROLLS FOR $20

PSSSST...
We have To go & Delivery

JBU4resale
512-250-0746
Tues, Wed, Fri 10am-6pm, Thurs 10am-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 12pm-5pm

Any one item up to $25 
in value. One coupon per 

family per day. Expires 
8/31/16

25% 
OFF

Now under 

Between just

us

NEW 
OWNERSHIP!

A consignment clothing shop for 
women, men, teens & children

13233 Pond Springs Rd. 
(o�  of 183 North)

 www.JustBetweenUsAustin.com
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512-872-6608
MosquitoSquad.com

No 
mosquitoes 
here.

The original and most 
trusted mosquito eliminator, 
now in its 10th year. 
trusted mosquito eliminator, trusted mosquito eliminator, 

INITIAL SEASONAL 
TREATMENT
1/4 acre or less
(Regular Price $89)

$49

Call The Squad Today!

TPCL 0688082

SUPERIOR AND
COMPASSIONATE CARE

ADULT AND PEDIATRIC PATIENTS ACCEPTED

MEDICARE ACCEPTED

NO HASSLE HEARING AID PRICING

CONVENIENT LOCATION

11762 Jollyville Road  |  Austin
512-258-2300

PAIGE PETERSON AUD, PHD  |  BOARD CERTIFIED IN AUDIOLOGY
SABRINA MARCIANTE, AUD

Premium and advanced or economy aids.
DISCOUNT APPLIES TO COST 

OF THE DEVICE ONLY. EXP. 8/24/16.

20% OFF Smiles–for–Life
Jerry Milner, DDS

Lasting Solutions
for a Healthy Smile

www.Smiles–for–Life
Lasting Solutions for a Healthy Smile

Jerry Milner, DDS

 v Highly Experienced Team
 v Peaceful Atmosphere with a View
 v Comprehensive Quality Care
 v Dental Implants
 v Mercury-Free fi llings

GENERAL DENTISTRY
Comprehensive 

Oral Examination, 
X-rays and 

Consultation

Comprehensive 
COMPLIMENTARY

For new patients age 21 and 
older. Must bring coupon. 

(Not intended for 
emergency treatments) 

Expires 9/21/16

HAIROTHEDOGSALON.COM | 512 258 9195 | 13497 RESEARCH BLVD | AUSTIN TX 78750

$5 Off Any Service
FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS ONLY EXPIRES 8/24/16.

HAIR O’ THE DOG
LOOKING GOOD ON AND OFF THE LEASH!

• DOG AND CAT GROOMING • ALL NATURAL PRODUCTS • STRESS-FREE ENVIRONMENT 

• MOTHER/DAUGHTER OWNED LOCAL BUSINESS
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TREE TRIMMING SPECIALIST

• Trimming & Pruning
• Removals
• Ball Moss Removal
• Roof Clearance
• Storm Clean-up
• Tree Fertilization
• Root Saw Cuts
• Emergency Crews

ALL WORK
GUARANTEED!

ARBORIST
TRAINED COMPANY

17 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
USING ARBOR

TRAINED TREE TRIMMERS

512-368-9000
www.AustexTreesTX.com

Texas License #3324A

15% OFF
ANY TREE SERVICE

Call Now For A Free Estimate!

TREE TRIMMING SPECIALIST

• Trimming & Pruning
• Removals
• Ball Moss Removal
• Roof Clearance
• Storm Clean-up
• Tree Fertilization
• Root Saw Cuts
• Emergency Crews

ALL WORK
GUARANTEED!

ARBORIST
TRAINED COMPANY

17 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
USING ARBOR

TRAINED TREE TRIMMERS

512-368-9000
www.AustexTreesTX.com

Texas License #3324A

15% OFF
ANY TREE SERVICE

Call Now For A Free Estimate!

TREE TRIMMING SPECIALIST

• Trimming & Pruning
• Removals
• Ball Moss Removal
• Roof Clearance
• Storm Clean-up
• Tree Fertilization
• Root Saw Cuts
• Emergency Crews

ALL WORK
GUARANTEED!

ARBORIST
TRAINED COMPANY

17 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
USING ARBOR

TRAINED TREE TRIMMERS

512-368-9000
www.AustexTreesTX.com

Texas License #3324A

15% OFF
ANY TREE SERVICE

Call Now For A Free Estimate!

• Trimming & Pruning
• Removals
• Ball Moss and 
   Mistletoe Removal
• Roof Clearance
• Storm Clean-up
• Tree Fertilization
• Lot Clearing
• Tree Planting
• Stump Grinding

TREE TRIMMING SPECIALIST

• Trimming & Pruning
• Removals
• Ball Moss Removal
• Roof Clearance
• Storm Clean-up
• Tree Fertilization
• Root Saw Cuts
• Emergency Crews

ALL WORK
GUARANTEED!

ARBORIST
TRAINED COMPANY

17 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
USING ARBOR

TRAINED TREE TRIMMERS

512-368-9000
www.AustexTreesTX.com

Texas License #3324A

15% OFF
ANY TREE SERVICE

Call Now For A Free Estimate!

512-248-008210% OFF
ANY TREE SERVICE

ARBOR TRAINED 
COMPANY

17 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS USING 
ARBOR TRAINED TREE TRIMMERS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED!

TREE TRIMMING SPECIALIST

• Trimming & Pruning
• Removals
• Ball Moss Removal
• Roof Clearance
• Storm Clean-up
• Tree Fertilization
• Root Saw Cuts
• Emergency Crews

ALL WORK
GUARANTEED!

ARBORIST
TRAINED COMPANY

17 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
USING ARBOR

TRAINED TREE TRIMMERS

512-368-9000
www.AustexTreesTX.com

Texas License #3324A

15% OFF
ANY TREE SERVICE

Call Now For A Free Estimate!

TREE TRIMMING SPECIALIST

• Trimming & Pruning
• Removals
• Ball Moss Removal
• Roof Clearance
• Storm Clean-up
• Tree Fertilization
• Root Saw Cuts
• Emergency Crews

ALL WORK
GUARANTEED!

ARBORIST
TRAINED COMPANY

17 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
USING ARBOR

TRAINED TREE TRIMMERS

512-368-9000
www.AustexTreesTX.com

Texas License #3324A

15% OFF
ANY TREE SERVICE

Call Now For A Free Estimate!

TREE TRIMMING SPECIALIST

www.pitafusion.com | (512) 243-6548 | 13776 N Highway 183 #130
Austin, TX 78750 | Corner of Lake Creek and Research Blvd.

Fast, American  
Sandwiches Wrapped 
in a Pita!

2nd LOCATION  
NOW OPEN

Buy One Pita
Get One FREE

Expires 8/24/16.  Valid at Lake 
Creek location only.

Expires 8/24/16

Not valid with 
other o� ers. 

Expires 8/24/16.

ANY CHEF SPECIAL PASTA

Dine In or Delivery
512-257 -1200

www.saccones.com

Anderson Mill • 11416 RR 620

First Place 
in The Southwest 

Region 2014 & 2016

World Finalist 
2014

Fourth Place 
in The World 2016

Second Place 
Pizza Pizzazz 

Traditional Pizza 2016

$2

Check Out 
Our New 

Pasta 
Menu!
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BEE CAVE   12812 Shops Pkwy. Ste. 100 512.263.4600
beecave@hccenter.com   |  Hours: 10am - 6pm M-Sat./12pm-5pm Sundays

AUSTIN   10515-J N. Mopac Expressway 512.346.2900
mopac@hccenter.com  |  Hours: 10am - 6pm M-Sat./12pm-5pm Sundays

In business since 1994 with 18 locations including 
San Antonio, McKinney and Woodlands in Houston



At Dell Children’s Medical Center, our team works hard to make sure our patients receive  expert care—physically and 

emotionally. We’ve also been known to bring in cakes on  kids’ birthdays and dress up as superheroes because it’s 

a Tuesday. It’s not just about  having a good bedside manner. It’s about being leaders in our fi eld who genuinely care.

A member of the                     Family of Hospitals

NORTHWEST AUSTIN EDITION


