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Discussion to reach Texas 
Legislature in 2017 session

McKinney homeowners face rapid 
rise in home values, property taxes 

By Marthe Rennels and Kelley Crimmins
Home sale prices in Collin County 

have nearly doubled in the past decade 
and property values are expected to 
increase anywhere from 8 to 11 percent 
this year, according to the Collin Central 
Appraisal District. 

News of rising home values, sale 
prices and property taxes has reached 
state legislators, who are trying to deter-
mine if state intervention is needed to 
curb the financial burden on property 
owners.

To help homeowners in McKinney 
battle the increasing property taxes,   
McKinney ISD lowered its tax rate by  
4.5 cents and Mayor Brian Loughmiller 

said council is considering lowering the 
city’s tax rate.

“We will have our budget meetings in 
July where we will evaluate the needs of 
the city as well as the anticipated reve-
nues and determine the ability to reduce 
the tax rate for this coming year,” he 
said. “Assuming we have the ability to 
manage our capital improvement needs 
… it would be feasible to consider a tax 
rate reduction on some level. In consid-
ering these issues, it is important that we 
not sacrifice our ability to provide core 
city services to the community.”

The city holds its budget workshop 
July 27.

Protesting property values
Aside from property values, new 

See Market | 14

Trails surrounding Towne Lake Park are some of the most used.

By Marthe Rennels
Last summer the city of McKinney took a major step 

in furthering its efforts to provide a state-of-the-art 
parks system by implementing a new funding strategy 
for its parks and recreation department. 

Since then, the department has entered into negoti-
ations for the purchase of 62 acres of land, started con-
struction or design work on nine projects, and com-
pleted seven projects. 

As McKinney continues to grow, city officials said 

the city’s parks department is working to purchase land 
at a reasonable price before more development comes 
into the area and land prices increase. Before the parks 
department purchases any large tracts, Assistant City 
Manager Barry Shelton said two things must be con-
sidered: the department’s 10-year capital improvement 
program and the parks master plan, which is currently 
being updated. 

“We are not doing our master plan in a way that 
See Parks | 17
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The average homeowner in McKinney paid more than $7,000 in property taxes last 
year. Appraisal notices were sent to residents throughout Collin County in May. 

Parks department creates connected system

AVERAGE HOME VALUE

Source: Collin County/Community Impact Newspaper

$304,950

$5,092.66

$1,777.86$686.14

$249.66

How are your tax dollars spent? 

AVERAGE HOME VALUE

$285,475

$642.32

$233.98 $4,767.43

$1,664.32

2015 2016

TOTAL PROPERTY TAXES PAID 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACKCONTENTS

TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Would you use a freestanding 
emergency room?

 50%                                                Yes, in a non-trauma 

emergency, I would use a freestanding emergency 
center. 

 50%                                                No, I will still use hospital-

based emergency rooms.

0%  Other

Results from an unscientific web survey collected 6/1/16-6/27/16.Did you file a protest with the Collin 
Central Appraisal District this year?

  Yes

  No

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/mck-poll.
© 2016 Community Impact Licensing LLC. All Rights Reserved.  

No reproduction of any portion of this issue is allowed  
without written permission from the publisher.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
I’ve had the opportu-

nity to get to know the 
great city of McKinney 
during the past year 
and a half as an account 
executive and now have 
the opportunity to take 
over the company role of 
general manager. My love 
for the city has grown so 
much that my husband 
and I are looking to build 

a home here. As soon-to-be first-time homeowners, 
we’ve been paying close attention to the housing 
market and challenges faced by current homeowners, 
such as increased property values and their effect on 
property taxes, which is why this issue’s front-page 
story hits so close to home for me.  

I love that McKinney strives to remain unique by 

nature, which is evident as the parks department 
develops its master plan. There are amazing plans in 
the works, and I’m eager to see the final product.

Finally, no great city would be complete without 
access to higher education. In this issue, we included a 
Higher Education Focus (See Page 11) to help parents 
and students navigate the choices of nearby colleges 
and universities. 

I look forward to getting to know more about our 
readers and business owners in the community and 
how we may be able to better serve you. 

Please follow us on social media, and don’t hesitate 
to reach out with addi-
tional feedback. 

I’m excited to be part 
of your No. 1 source 
for hyperlocal 
news in the city of 
McKinney. 

Cara Blattner
GENERAL MANAGER 

cblattner@communityimpact.com
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214-592-0440. www.campbowwow.
com/mckinney 
 
4   Nortex Lube & Tune,  

7750 Eldorado Parkway, McKinney, 
opened June 25. Nortex Lube & Tune 
is a family-owned and -operated 
automotive repair facility that provides 
preventive maintenance and repairs for 
most makes and models. 469-714-0755.
www.nortexlubeandtune.com
 
5  Eighteen Eight Fine Men’s Salons, 

2851 Craig Drive, Ste. 201D, McKinney, 
opened  June 19. The upscale men’s 
salon specializes in haircuts, razor 
shaves, facials, scalp treatments, hair 
coloring, gray blending and other 
grooming services. 469-294-1880.  
www.eighteeneight.com/mckinney-tx
 
6  Exactus Physicians, 4510 Medical 

Center Drive, Ste. 314, McKinney, 
opened July 5. Exactus Physicians is a 
direct primary care clinic that offers 
fee-for-service care. Most procedures, 
labs and medications are offered at or 
below regular retail prices. Patients are 
billed directly, which means they pay a 
monthly membership fee and receive a 
variety of benefits often not available at 
traditional care practices.  
972-439-5639

7  ALDI, 8801 Stacy Road, McKinney, 
opened June 30. ALDI sells most 
grocery and household items, primarily 
under its exclusive brand. ALDI has 
more than 1,500 stores in the US. 
www.aldi.us

Coming Soon

8  Best Brains, 3900 S. Stonebridge 
Drive, Ste. 1203, McKinney, will 
open in July. Best Brains is an 
enrichment program designed to 
enhance children’s overall academic 
development in math, English and 

Now Open 
 
1  Landry Kate, 108 S. Kentucky  

St., McKinney, opened June 10. 
The boutique specializes in 
trendy, affordable women’s clothing 
and modern farmhouse decor for the 
home with new arrivals weekly.  
469-307-3770. www.landrykate.com

2  Obstacle Warrior Kids, 448 N. 
Custer Road, Ste. A, McKinney, opened 
April 9. Inspired by the television show 
“American Ninja Warrior,” Obstacle 
Warrior Kids is a place for children to
challenge themselves on a variety 
of obstacles in an indoor, climate-
controlled environment. Dodgeball is 
also offered, and open play is available. 
No reservation is required. One-hour

and two-hour admission options as 
well as party packages are available. 
214-856-5001.  
www.obstaclewarriorkids.com

3  Camp Bow Wow, 448 N. Custer 
Road, Ste. B, McKinney, opened 
June 18. Camp Bow Wow offers dog 
day care, overnight boarding, in-home 
pet care and dog training.  
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Contact us 
today for 

a free 
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PERSONAL INJURY   |   TRUCKING COLLISIONS   |   AUTO COLLISIONS  |  WORK INJURIES   |   MOTORCYCLE INJURIES
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Compiled by Marthe Rennels and  
Ashley Parrott

News or questions about McKinney? 
Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.

general studies. Board-certified 
teachers work with children on a 
weekly basis in an interactive learning 
environment. 469-269-0000.  
www.bestbrains.com/mckinney

9  Keith’s Comics, 1681 N. Central 
Expressway, McKinney, will open 
in early July. Keith’s Comics is a pop 
culture store focused around visual 
storytelling. The store sells comics,
anime and manga items, card games, 
role-playing games, trading cards, 
knickknacks, toys and books.  
www.keithscomics.com 

10  Dempsey’s Place, 310 E. Louisiana 
St., McKinney, will open Aug. 1. The 
sports bar and restaurant will offer 
indoor and outdoor seating with a full 
bar and grill. The family-friendly
eatery will have Giant Jenga, pool 
tables, and other games available 
outside on the covered patio and will 
include 10 TVs inside and 16 TVs 
outside. Menu items will include 
burgers, wings and hot dogs.  
972-562- 2929.  
www.dempseysmckinney.com

11  The Max Challenge, 4100 Eldorado 
Parkway, Ste. 200, McKinney, will open 
Aug. 29. The Max Challenge is a fitness 
concept that incorporates exercise, 
nutrition and motivation to
help individuals achieve the best 
results in 10 weeks. The fitness center 
combines fitness classes for all ability 
levels with nutrition guidance, support 
and motivation to help individuals 
meet their fitness goals. 469-573-4629.  
www.themaxchallenge.com

12  Crews broke ground in June on the 
second phase of Chestnut Commons, 
301 E. Virginia St., McKinney. The 
$10 million, two-phase, mixed-use 
development will be home to a variety 
of technology companies, restaurants 
and retail space. The building will be 
complete in December.  
www.sanchezadvisory.com

Anniversaries 

13  Sugarbacon Proper Kitchen,  
216 W. Virginia St., Ste. 101, McKinney, 
celebrated its first anniversary June 14. 
The casual bar and grill aims to bring a 
sophisticated culinary edge to 
American classics. The business serves 
local beef sourced from Local Yocal 
as well as several other local products. 
469-952-5150. www.sugarbacon.com

14  Mona Lisa’s Design Market,  
110 N. Tennessee St., McKinney, 
celebrated its first anniversary  
July 1. The home design store features 
handmade, new, antique, and upscale 
home decor and gifts from several local 
vendors. 918-619-3003.  
www.monalisasdesignmarket.com

Landry Kate in downtown McKinney offers 
women’s clothing, jewelry and home decor.
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Eighteen Eight Fine Men’s Salons owner Ali 
Zakir opened the salon June 19.

5

M
ar

th
e 

R
en

ne
ls

/C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
Im

p
ac

t 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

Sugarbacon Proper Kitchen grew so popular 
its owners opened neighboring Butcher Board.
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Obstacle Warrior Kids allows children to 
challenge themselves on a variety of obstacles.
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Treat your fur-iend to a 
vacation of their very own!

• Spacious Cabins & Comfy Cots
• Fun & Safe All Day Play
• Private & Group

Training Available
• Individual Care & Attention
• Indoor & Outdoor Play Yards

D O G G Y  D A Y  C A R E  &  B O A R D I N G  I  I N - H O M E  I  T R A I N I N G  I  G R O O M I N G

BOOK NOW FOR SUMMER FUN!

FIRST DAY OF CAMP
Available at Camp Bow Wow McKinney, 

some restrictions apply. Coupon code: PRNT

FREE!
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Virginia Pkwy.

Where a Dog Can Be a Dog®
Camp Bow Wow® McKinney

448 N Custer Rd, Suite B / McKinney, TX 75071 
214-592-0440 / campbowwow.com/McKinney

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

June 6th – July 29th 
visit www.legacyplumbing.net/backtoschool 

for a complete list of items needed

FREE SERVICE CALL* 
(a $50 value) for donating 15 school supply 

items from our list or 1 backpack

Minimum service of $100 • Not valid with any other offers 
or prior service. Restrictions may apply

Our licensed technicians will be 
collecting the school supplies 
benefi ting Arms of Hope, an 

organization assisting children & 
single-mother families in need.  

We are also accepting drop-offs 
at our offi ce. 

 15222 King Road Suite 1001, 
Frisco, TX  75034.

PLUMBING WITH A PURPOSE
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Wheat-Givens Financial

Rolater Rd. Collin McKinney Pkwy.
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Owners Phil Wheat and Lori Givens aim to provide tailored personal financial planning to clients.
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Wheat-Givens Financial
Planners aim to educate clients about finances

P hil Wheat, co-owner of 
Wheat-Givens Financial, said 
his investment advisory firm 

was established in McKinney because 
he wanted to base his business there 
to serve the community in which he 
lived. 

He found his way to McKinney 
through a tragedy. 

“I got a call in 1998 from a client 
who knew about my work and asked 
me to go see someone who had just 
lost her husband,” he said. “She was 
young with two young children and 
was going to need a lot of attention.”

Wheat said he observed how her 
friends and 
neighbors 
responded 
during this 
difficult time.

“Everyone 
always says, 
‘Call if you need 
something,’ 
but they didn’t 
wait for calls; 
they just started 
demonstrating love and care,” he said. 
“Those are the type of people who live 
in this community, and I fell in love 
with McKinney. Many cities offer a 
nice address, but McKinney is a true 
community. Among other things, we 
take care of our own—McKinney, 
Texas, has a heart.”

Since then, Wheat has been serving 
the community’s financial-planning 
needs, and because of growth at the 
firm, longtime friend and client Lori 
Givens joined the operation in 2013 
and is now a co-owner.

According to Givens, there is not a 
template for financial planning at the 
company. Services and investments 
are catered to customer needs.

“We want people to come see us 
because we like to get to know them,” 
Givens said. “Once we ask questions 
and get a good idea of their situation, 
their stage of life and their goals, we 
can move forward to help them.”

One myth Wheat is quick to dispel 
is the thought that a will is not neces-
sary if one is not wealthy. According 
to the longtime financial planner, 
some people assume they can put off 
drawing up these documents, but 

he recommends 
against that.

Wheat-Givens 
Financial planners 
aim to inform 
individuals about 
money manage-
ment and invest-
ment planning.

“One thing 
we emphasize is 
putting a priority 

on wills and those documents,” Wheat 
said. “Working with estate-planning 
attorneys, we provide much of the 
basic planning, and we don’t charge 
for our part of this service. It’s just a 
way to give back.”

Wheat said he wants to use his more 
than 30 years of investment experi-
ence to help others.

“They need to know we don’t have 
anything to sell,” he said. “We are 
managing their investments. The 
consequences of financial failure are 
too catastrophic to trust anything or 

BUSINESS FEATURE

6401 S. Custer Road, Ste. 2000, 
McKinney • 214-385-2415
www.wheatgivens.com 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,  
Sat-Sun. by appointment

By Jean Ann Collins

anybody other than the very best.”
Both owners said they enjoy their 

work because of the relationships they 
build with their clients.

“It’s about serving the planning and 
investment needs of our clients in a 
very personal manner,” Wheat said. 
“Many firms are moving to ‘imper-
sonal’ investment management. Those 
who do so tend to embrace placing 
clients in one of several investment 
models or some form of ‘robo’ invest-
ment management. Having personal, 
professional attention is as important 
in our field as it is in health care.” 

“It’s about serving 
the planning and 
investment needs of 
our clients in a very 
personal manner.”

—Phil Wheat, co-owner of Wheat-Givens 
Financial

Hard Workers 
Ready To Work

TODAY!

No job too big 
or too small

Serving 
McKinney for
over 30 Years!

Secretarial • Industrial  • Clerical
Custodial • Accounting • Construction 

Warehouse • Manufacturing • Assembly Work

500 W. University Dr, Suite 104, McKinney
972.542.5586 • TempsOfMckinney.com

Temps of McKinney
SERV ICE

Hard Workers Ready To Work 
TODAY!

No job too big or too small
Serving McKinney for 

over 30 years!

500 W. University Dr., Suite 104, McKinney
92-542-5586 • TempsOfMcKinney.com

Secretarial • Industrial • Clerical 
Custodial • Accounting 

Contstruction • Warehouse 
Manufacturing • Assembly Work

Computer 

Crashed?” 
We can recover your data 

We are your one stop shop for 
all of your IT solutions

1515 S. McDonald St, Suite 111 | McKinney | (972) 747-5110

COMPUTERS

mention 
this ad for 

20% off any 
service
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Bill Smith’s Cafe
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Owner Bill Smith Jr. said he sells about 300 coconut cream pies during the holiday season.
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Bill Smith’s Cafe
Local diner celebrates 60 years in McKinney

B ill Smith’s Cafe owner Bill 
Smith Jr. calculated that more  
than 60 million eggs have been 

cooked in the family cafe  
since it opened in McKinney in 
August 1956. 

At that time, the restaurant was in 
the middle of a cotton field, and there 
was nothing but 
open land between 
it and Denton,  
he said.

Since then, he 
said, the restau-
rant has become 
a staple for home 
cooking in Collin 
County.

“Our pancakes are probably our 
best seller,” said the owner, who took 
over the operation from his parents, 

Bill and Jeanette. “We’ve been making 
them from scratch the same way since  
we opened.”

He said what continues to draw 
customers to his cafe is simple.

“We just cook like you would at 
home,” he said. “It’s a family  
atmosphere. We are more like a fam-

ily. The people are 
what I enjoy most 
about this place. We 
have a good time.”

The restaurant’s 
best-selling  
lunch item is its  
chicken-fried steak.

“It’s just an old-
timey chicken-fried 

steak,” the younger Smith said. “It’s 
not fast food. It’s my favorite thing we 
serve.”

DINING FEATURE

1510 W. University Drive, McKinney
972-542-5331 
www.billsmithscafe.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 5 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Sun. 5 a.m-noon

Children enjoy the Mickey Mouse pancakes, Smith 
said.

The owner has calculated that more than 60 
million eggs have been cooked in the cafe.

Longtime server Candy Purcell walks to a table 
with food.

By Jean Ann Collins

The cafe has evolved over the years, 
opening at first with one small room 
and a grill and seating for 40, it now 
serves breakfast and lunch 365 days a 
year with space for 200.

“We’ve had as many as three  
restaurants going at the same time,” 
he said. “Through the years we’ve 
tried being open 24 hours and we  
also had car hops at one time,  
but that was 40 or more years ago. I’m 
happy we are down to just  
one restaurant.”

Being open every day of the year is 
something the younger Smith said he 
is proud to do.

“There’s a lot of people who thank 
us for being open every day,” Bill said. 
“Not everyone has family around here, 
so being open for them is important, 
especially on days like Christmas  
and Thanksgiving.”

When he is not working at the 
restaurant, the younger Smith said he 
is probably on a boat fishing.

“I like to fish,” he said. “The only 
time I take off is to go to Brazil and 
fish for peacock bass in the Amazon 
jungle, which I try to do once a year, 

or to Mexico to fish for black bass.”
When he is away from the cafe  

fishing, his daughter, Debbie, who  
normally works behind the cash  
register, helps run the cafe. 

He said he hopes she wants to take 
over for him one day.

However, the owner said he does  
not plan on retiring any time soon.

“People always ask me when I’m 
going to retire,” Smith said. “I  
really just love it. It’s in my blood,  
and I just look forward to coming  
to work every day. I guess I’ll stop  
working when I fall out back there.”

“It’s in my blood, 
and I just look 
forward to coming 
to work every day.”

—Bill Smith Jr., owner of Bill Smith’s 
Cafe

University Dr.

PHYSICAL THERAPY
McKinney residents, you have a choice where you receive 
physical therapy!  Compare our prices against the competition 
and discover the difference!

5305 W University Dr. | McKinney, TX 75071 | (972) 529-9292 | www.edgetherapy.net | Mon, Wed, Fri : 6:00 AM - 7:00 PM | Tues & Thurs: 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

CARE. KNOWLEDGE. EXPERIENCE.
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1   Lake Forest Drive
On June 21, McKinney City Council 
voted to award a contract to Mario 
Sinacola and Sons Excavating Inc. 
for the construction of the Lake 
Forest Drive extension from Wilmeth 
Road to Bloomdale Road. 

The city will also be making 
improvements to the intersection  
at CR 164. CR 164 is a  
one-lane, narrow roadway that will be 
expanded to two lanes and will  
allow better access to Erwin Park. 

City officials said the project is 
expected to begin at the end of  
July or the beginning of August. 
Construction should end by  

May 2017.

Timeline: July-May 2017
Cost: $3,743,175.45
Funding sources: city of McKinney

2   Custer Road widening
The city of Frisco is widening Custer 
Road from Stonebridge Drive to SH 121. 
The road runs between Frisco and 
McKinney and sees daily traffic to and 
from both cities.

To accommodate the growth in this area, 
the 3-mile project will widen the existing 
four-lane roadway to six lanes. 
Construction on this project is 50 
percent complete as of mid-May and is 
expected to be completed in the fourth 
quarter this year between October and 
December, according to Frisco officials.

Heavy traffic is expected in this area until 
construction is complete. City staff is 
coordinating with the Texas Department 
of Transportation regarding closures, 
detours and traffic switches along 
Custer, FM 423 and US 380 during the 
road’s widening projects.

Timeline: January-December
Cost: $9.17 million
Funding sources: city of Frisco,
Collin County

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.Compiled by Marthe Rennels
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Road extension

Stonebridge Dr.

www.emeraldcottages.com

2551 Alma Road, McKinney | P: (972) 757-7028 | Located next to The Stonefield Assisted Living & Memory Care Community

NEWEST SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
NOW OPEN IN MCKINNEY

“Simplify your life with maintenance-free senior residential living!” 

• Spacious 2 Bedroom, 2 Full-Baths 
with Attached Garage

• Fully Equipped Kitchen with Granite 
and Stainless Appliances Included

• Laundry Room for Full Size  
Washer and Dryer

• Upgraded Finishes Throughout

Leasing Quickly!  
Schedule your tour today!

You’re Invited
Please join us as we celebrate 

the completion of our 
community with a reception 

and ribbon cutting event.
July 28th | 4pm-6pm

2551 Alma Rd, McKinney
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CITY & COUNTY
News from McKinney and McKinney ISD

Pogue named 
mayor pro tem

City seeks urban transit designation

MCKINNEY   City Council member 
Randy Pogue was appointed mayor 
pro tem during the council’s June 7 
meeting.

Former Mayor Pro Tem Travis 
Ussery, who held the position for six 
years, nominated Pogue.

According to the city charter, 
council must hold mayor pro tem 
elections every year. Mayor Brian 
Loughmiller said the mayor pro tem 
serves as mayor in the sitting may-
or’s absence, which includes being 
required lead meetings.

“It has been an honor for me to 
serve as a council member at-large 
since 2013,” Pogue said. “I am proud 
of my record on council, the votes 
I have cast, and the procedures and 
processes that I have aided or helped 
change. I’d like to continue that and 
continue building the reputation of 
the city and the relationships with 
those we have come in contact.”

MCKINNEY During the June 7 
City Council meeting, council voted 
to allow city staff to seek the desig-
nation of an urban transit district, 
which would include only McKin-
ney’s city limits.

The city is still working with the 
North Central Texas Council of 

Governments’ Regional Transpor-
tation Committee on an interlocal 
agreement that would allow NCT-
COG to obtain the city’s direct-recip-
ient status and issue state and federal 
transit dollars on the city’s behalf.

Options regarding public transit 
will be brought back before council.

Compiled by Marthe Rennels

MISD sets district budget, tax rate
MCKINNEY ISD  On June 21, the 
McKinney ISD board of trustees 
approved a 2016-17 budget of $209.4 
million and voted to lower its por-
tion of the local property tax rate by 
4.5 cents. 

The decrease would bring the 

interest and sinking portion of the 
tax rate down from 50 cents to 45.5 
cents. The remaining maintenance 
and operations portion of $1.17 
makes up the existing tax rate of 
$1.67 per $100 in property valuation, 
the highest rate allowed by state law. 

Source: McKinney ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

Tax rate comparison

Taxable value of average McKinney home

Average tax payment

2015-16 2016-17

Market value of average McKinney home

MISD property tax per $100 of value

$271,150

$248,676

$1.67

$4,153

$299,747

$263,744

$1.625

$4,286

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_mck

Tweetings

Meetings

McKinney City Council
Meetings are scheduled for the first 
and third Tuesday of the month  
at 6 p.m.
City Hall, 222 N. Tennessee St.
972-547-7500.
www.mckinneytexas.org

McKinney ISD board  
of trustees
Meetings are scheduled for the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
McKinney ISD Administration 
Building, #1 Duvall St.   
469-302-4000 
www.mckinneyisd.net

Collin County 
Commissioners Court
Meetings are generally held Mondays 
at 1:30 p.m. 
Jack Hatchell Administration Building,
2300 Bloomdale Road 
972-548-4100 • www.co.collin.tx.us

4100 Eldorado Pkwy. Suite 200, McKinney, TX 75070 
(469) 573-4MAX • www.themaxchallenge.com

The MAX is designed to make fast and lasting changes to your appearance 
and overall well-being. We do this by combining nutrition counseling, � tness 

classes and motivation. Being a member at THE MAX is like having a 
personal trainer, nutritional counselor and success coach.

CHANGE YOUR LIFE 
IN JUST 10 WEEKS 

WITH THE MAX!

MOTIVATIONFITNESS NUTRITION

NOW OFFERING PRE-GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!  
PLEASE CONTACT FOR DETAILS.

SAVE UP TO $500
when you mention this ad!

with an order of $5,000 
or more. Must mention 
Community Impact to 

redeem. Call for details.

Call Us Today for a FREE, No Obligation Estimate!

Roo� ng • Windows • Gutters • Painting and more!

972.377.8188

Recent Storm Damage?
 We’ve got you covered top to bottom

Like us on Facebook

4900 Preston Rd, Suite 101, Frisco
www.townandcountryroo� ngdfw.com
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Kristen Hood
#neonatalrespiratorytherapist 

#clinicaleducator   #childrenshospital
#collincollegealum

Cassandra Wilson, 
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Better Hearing Keeps You Connected

Celebrating 
10 years of 
business! 

Liz Brassine, Owner
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

Sta� ed by 2 Licensed Doctors of Audiology

972.838.1300 | www.hearinmckinney.com  | 4201 Medical Center Drive, Suite 270

• Hearing evaluations 
for all ages

• Hearing aid fi ttings, 
maintenance & repairs

• Invisible fi ttings

• Wireless and 
connectivity solutions

• Evaluation period on 
all hearing aids

• Custom ear / swim 
protectionWood-LandWood-LandWood-Land

CUSTOM BUILT CUSTOM STAIN

FINISHED & UNFINISHED FURNITURE

3100 Independence Parkway
#314, Plano, TX 75075 

(972) 599-1700

www.wood-landunfinishedfurniture.com

CUSTOM MADE 
FURNITURE

TO FIT
YOUR SPACE

ALL DISCONTINUED ITEMS UP TO 
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

2 SEAT BENCH $79

Was $199Was $99

CHILDREN’S TABLE $49

Was $749

WINE CABINET $379
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COLLIN COUNTY COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES

COLLIN COLLEGE-ALLEN  
CENTER
Address: 300 Rivercrest Blvd., Allen
Phone: 972-377-1060
Website: www.collin.edu/campuses/allen
Tuition: $504 (in-county), $996 (out-of-
county), $1,716 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 552
Test averages: must meet Texas Success 
Initiative Assessment requirements or 
qualify for waivers through the SAT, ACT or 
STAAR tests
Transfer rate: 35.7 percent (all campuses)
Located at Allen High School, the Allen 
Center offers dual credit for high school 
students.

COLLIN COLLEGE-CENTRAL 
PARK
Address: 2200 W. University Drive, 
McKinney
Phone: 972-548-6790
Website: www.collin.edu/campuses/
centralpark
Tuition: $504 (in-county), $996 (out-of-
county), $1,716 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 4,665
Test averages: must meet Texas Success 
Initiative Assessment requirements or 
qualify for waivers through the SAT, ACT or 
STAAR tests
Transfer rate: 35.7 percent (all campuses)
The original Collin College campus, the 
Central Park campus is home to nationally 
recognized health science programs, 
including nursing, dental hygiene and fire 
science.

COLLIN COLLEGE-PRESTON 
RIDGE
Address: 9700 Wade Blvd., Frisco
Phone: 972-377-1790
Website: www.collin.edu/campuses/

prestonridge
Tuition: $504 (in-county), $996 (out-of-
county), $1,716 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 8,069
Test averages: must meet Texas Success 
Initiative Assessment requirements or 
qualify for waivers through the SAT, ACT or 
STAAR tests
Transfer rate: 35.7 percent (all campuses)
The Preston Ridge campus houses the 
award-winning Institute of Hospitality and 
Culinary Education as well as programs in 
technology and engineering.

COLLIN COLLEGE-SPRING CREEK
Address: 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway, 
Plano
Phone: 972-881-5790
Website: www.collin.edu/campuses/
springcreek
Tuition: $504 (in-county), $996 (out-of-
county), $1,716 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 12,654
Test averages: must meet Texas Success 
Initiative Assessment requirements or 
qualify for waivers through the SAT, ACT or 
STAAR tests
Transfer rate: 35.7 percent (all campuses)
Spring Creek’s Child Development Program 
was the first in Texas to receive exemplary 
program status from the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board and the 
National Association for the Education of 
Young Children.

AMBERTON UNIVERSITY
Address: 3880 Parkwood Blvd., Frisco
Phone: 972-279-6511
Website: www.amberton.edu
Tuition: $3,000
Enrollment: average 200-250 per session
Graduation rate: 61 percent graduating 
within eight years
Amberton is a school for working adults. 
Applicants must be at least age 21 and 
have already completed coursework at 
another accredited university.

COLLIN HIGHER EDUCATION 
CENTER
Address: 3452 Spur 399, McKinney
Phone: 972-599-3100
Website: www.collin.edu/chec
Tuition: Dependent on institution
Enrollment: 1,417
Test averages: dependent on institution
CHEC is a partnership among Collin 
College, the University of North Texas, 
Texas Woman’s University, Texas A&M 
University-Commerce and the University 
of Texas at Dallas. Students are able to 
take courses for credit toward bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degrees.

DALLAS BAPTIST  
UNIVERSITY-NORTH
Address: 2805 N. Dallas Parkway, 
Ste. 450, Plano
Phone: 214-333-5777
Website: www.dbu.edu/north
Tuition: $9,756
Enrollment: 177
Test averages: 472-656 SAT critical 
reading, 476-648 SAT math, 18-27 ACT 
composite
Graduation rate: 55 percent (all 
campuses)
DBU-North offers a rotation of courses 
for several bachelor’s degrees, including 
communication, counseling and business 
administration majors. The campus also 
offers master’s-level courses.

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY  
EXECUTIVE MBA DALLAS  
CENTER
Address: 7121 Bishop Road, Plano
Phone: 310-506-4000
Website: www.bschool.pepperdine.edu/
dallas-executive
Tuition: $24,600
Enrollment: N/A
Graduation rate: N/A 
The Dallas Center strictly offers an 
executive MBA program, which is designed 
for mid- to senior-level executives. 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS 
NEW COLLEGE AT FRISCO
Address: 2811 Internet Blvd., Ste. 100, 
Frisco
Phone: 972-668-7100
Website: www.newcollege.unt.edu
Tuition: $5,076.80 (in-state), $5,676.80 
(Oklahoma resident), $9,972.80 (out-of-
state)
Enrollment: 180
Test averages: 490-600 SAT critical 
reading, 500-610 SAT math, 460-570 
SAT writing, 6-8 SAT essay, 21-26 ACT 
composite, 20-26 ACT math, 20-25 ACT 
English, 6-8 ACT writing
Graduation rates: 50.6 percent
An extension of the main UNT campus, 
professors from the same departments as 
the main campus also teach at the Frisco 
location. 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
AT DALLAS
Address: 800 W. Campbell Road, 
Richardson
Phone: 972-883-2111
Website: www.utdallas.edu
Tuition: $5,596 (in-state), $14,404 (out-of-
state)
Enrollment: 24,554
Test averages: 1257 SAT, 28 ACT
Graduation rate: 67 percent
The Naveen Jindal School of Management 
is the largest of the university’s seven 
schools and is ranked high among business 
programs by several publications. 
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COLLIN COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
CENTRAL PARK CAMPUS IN MCKINNEY 

FocusHIGHER EDUCATION
*All enrollment is for the fall 2015 semester

The following list is a sampling of colleges 
and universities within Collin County. It is 
not comprehensive.

NIELSEN’S

Painting& Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES

214-400-4585

Where quality is not 
cheap nor expensive it 

is priceless

www.Nie lsensPa in t ingandRemode l ing .com

LOOK BETTER | FEEL BETTER
PERFORM BETTER

2851 CRAIG DR. SUITE 201 D, MCKINNEY, TX
WWW.EIGHTEENEIGHT.COM • (469) 294-1880

  NOW OPENEldorado plaza
Next to trader joe's
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Center, Courtroom Theater, 111 N. Tennessee St. 
www.mckinneyband.com

16 Cooper Sprint Triathlon
Richardson Bike Mart presents the Cooper 

Sprint Triathlon series at Craig Ranch. The triathlon 
includes a 350-meter pool swim, a 12-mile bike course 
and a 5K run. 7 a.m.-noon. This is a USA Triathlon-
sanctioned event. All participants must be a current 
annual member of USAT or purchase a one-day permit 
($15) or an annual membership ($50) through online 
registration or at packet pickup. Cooper Fitness Center 
at Craig Ranch, 7910 Collin McKinney Parkway.  
214-383-1000. www.itsyourrace.com

19 McKinney Area Newcomers Club meeting
The McKinney Area Newcomers Club aims to 

help new McKinney residents find friendships by sharing 
interests and hobbies. The club has 270 members 
among more than 30 groups. The club meets on the  
third Tuesday of each month. The July 19 program 
features Lisa Jones, a yoga instructor, giving a 
presentation on the benefits of yoga. 10 a.m.-noon. 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, 5871 Virginia Parkway.  
www.mckinneynewcomers.com

27 Classics on the Square Car Show
McKinney Main Street hosts local classic car 

and truck enthusiast group the Morning Maniacs in 
historic downtown McKinney. The Morning Maniacs 
hosts the Classics on the Square, in which classic cars 
and trucks are located outside the McKinney Performing 
Arts Center for viewing. 7:30-10:30 a.m. Free. McKinney 
Performing Arts Center, 111 N. Tennessee St.  
972-547-2660. www.mckinneytexas.org

Electric Lake Festival
During the day, the festival features 
food and beverage concessions, a 

beer garden, a face painter, games, a balloon artist 
and rotating DJs. 3-8 p.m. (festival), 8 p.m.-2 a.m. 
(concert). $10 (concert only), $15 (outdoor festival 
only), $40 (all-day tickets), $60 (all-day VIP tickets). 
Glass Cactus, 1501 Gaylord Trail, Grapevine. 817-
778-2805. www.ticketmaster.com.

July

09 ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat’

The Biblical saga of Joseph and his coat of many colors 
comes to life in this musical parable. Joseph, his father’s 
favorite son, is blessed with prophetic dreams. When he 
is sold into slavery by his brothers and taken to Egypt, 
Joseph endures a series of hardships in which his spirit 
and humanity are challenged. 7:30-10 p.m. $20-$30 
(per person). McKinney Boyd High School, 600 N. Lake 
Forest Drive. www.mckinneysummermusicals.com

10 ‘American Spirit’ concert
Join Artistic Director and Conductor Jeremy 

Kondrat, Associate Conductor Elmer Schenk, and 
the all-volunteer McKinney Community Band for an 
afternoon of music celebrating American heritage. 
This concert is family-friendly and features patriotic 
music. 4 p.m. Free. McKinney Performing Arts 

CALENDAR

Worth the TRIP

C
o

ur
te

sy
 G

ay
lo

rd
 T

ex
an

 R
es

o
rt

 a
nd

 C
o

nv
en

tio
n 

C
en

te
r

C
o

ur
te

sy
 M

cK
in

ne
y 

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
B

an
d

J U LY
15

Compiled by Nicole Luna and Marthe Rennels

Find more or submit McKinney events at  
communityimpact.com/mck-calendar.

To have McKinney events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Robert C. Neal, MD | Daniel T. Vernier, MD | Rita K. Joe, MD | Amy Lindgren, RN, CPNP 

Newborn to 18 years • Same Day Appointments • Well Exams 
 Physicals • ADD / ADHD Care 

(972) 548-0758 • 1872 N. Lake Forest Drive, McKinney, TX, 75071 
www.mckinneypediatrics.com

HELPING CHILDREN IS 
IN OUR HEARTS 

Avoid the last minute rush. 

Book your back to school 

physicals today!

Whether you have a meeting at work or just need to run errands, we’re the simple solution 
to your day to day needs.   
Allen | Frisco | McKinney | West Plano | 469.312.5225  | collegesitters.com

You’re always set for a sitter.

1 0 0  N .  Te n n e s s e e  S t . • M c K i n n e y  •  9 7 2 . 5 6 2 . 2 9 2 9  •  w w w. t h e c e l t m c k i n n e y. c o m
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Chestnut Square Historic Village
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The flagship of the Chestnut Square Historic Village is the Dulaney House.
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Chestnut Square 
Historic Village
Historic site acts as window into city’s past

T he Heritage Guild of Collin 
County is working on its 
ongoing projects at    Chest-

nut Square Historic Village near 
downtown McKinney, which aims to 
preserve the city’s history. 

The Guild is a nonprofit organi-
zation formed in 1974 by a group of 
women who became instrumental in 
forming the town’s historic districts as 
well as Chestnut Square.

“We are all fascinated by what came 
before us,” Chestnut Square His-
toric Village Director Jaymie Pedigo 
said. “We cannot plan for the future 
without some knowledge of the past. 
Carolyn Corbin, our area’s premier 
futurist, is committed to historic pres-
ervation efforts, a true testament to 
[Chestnut Square’s historical] impor-
tance.”

To kick-start historic preservation 
locally, two founding members of the 

guild mortgaged their own homes to 
purchase two houses on the Dulaney 
Estate, located in the 300 block of 
South Chestnut Street.

“This became the cornerstone of 
Chestnut Square Historic Village,” 
Pedigo said. “Today, the village 
includes 10 buildings, including six 
homes. Additionally, visitors will find 
a general store and a chapel, both of 
which were moved to the property, 
and a replica of the one-room Wil-
meth Schoolhouse and the visitors 
center. The guild owns and maintains 
the 2.5-acre property, which also 
includes a goat pen and blacksmith 
shop.”

The mission of Chestnut Square is 
twofold: to preserve and to educate.

“We own thousands of artifacts—
photographs, books, furniture, linens, 
and kitchen and household items,” 
Pedigo said. “And if that’s not enough, 

NONPROFIT

315 S. Chestnut St., McKinney
972-562-8790
www.chestnutsquare.org  
Office Hours: Tue.-Fri. 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
closed Mon., Sun 
Village tours: Thu., Sat. 11 a.m.

By Jean Ann Collins

we host nearly 100 weddings a year, 
which funds a great deal of our edu-
cational programs.”

Since 2009, it has been home to the 
Mckinney Farmers Market at Chest-
nut Square, held 40 Saturdays a year.

“We are sold out of vendor space 
every Saturday,” Pedigo said. “Much 

of the success is due to the location—
the charm of the property.”

Preserving history comes with 
financial challenges, Pedigo said. 

 “We could easily spend  
$100,000 annually on property  
maintenance, with no major 
improvements,” she said. 
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The cost of living 
in Collin County
Home sale prices in Collin County have risen 50 percent since 2005 and have been on 
the rise due to widespread population growth combined with low housing supply. The 
following explains the reasons for the increases and how property taxes are allocated.

6 to 6.5 months of inventory is considered balanced.

MCKINNEY COLLIN COUNTY STATE AVERAGE NATIONAL AVERAGE

1.8 2 3.5 5.5
months months months months

Below is an estimate of the amount of time it would take to sell all of 
the current listings in a given area if no new listings became available.

2015 inventory

Market
Continued from | 1

home construction has increased as 
have homestead exemption filings in 
Collin County. About $33 billion in 
market value was protested in June 
2015, according to the appraisal dis-
trict. CCAD Chief Appraiser Bo Daf-
fin said he expects approximately  
$36 billion—27 percent of Collin  
County’s total market value—to be  
protested this year.

“Historically speaking [and] based 
on human nature, when the value goes 
up protests go up,” Daffin said. 

An appraisal cap, which helps keep 
values on homesteaded properties from 
going up no more than 10 percent per 
year, is probably one of the most mis-
understood pieces of legislation that 
exists, Daffin said. The cap does not 
protect against market value.

“Market value does whatever the 
market tells it to do,” Daffin said. “What 
is capped is the appraised value that 
goes into the actual tax calculation. 
If a property owner had a homestead 
[exemption] last year, the cap is in play 
for this year at 10 percent for the pur-
pose of calculating a tax, unless they … 
added onto the structure.”

Supply and demand
Loughmiller said cities through-

out the state, especially within Collin 
County, are facing increasing prop-
erty values and home sale prices due 
to the influx of people moving to the 

area because of corporate relocations 
and expansions. Market demand is up 
because of the city’s growth and low 
supply of housing, he said, which tends 
to push home values up.  

“We also have to take into consider-
ation that we are averaging about 2,500 
new housing permits per year and have 
substantial increases in value due to 
new commercial construction that is 
taking place in McKinney,” Lough-
miller said.

Builders are also faced with chal-
lenges, such as increasing land prices 
and construction costs, which hinder 
efforts to keep up with demand, said 
Steve Haid, chief operating officer for 
the Collin County Association of Real-
tors. 

“There were times when you could 
take your time buying a house and 
think about it for a week or whatever. 
Now, you need to be prepared to write 
a contract if you’re going out looking at 
homes,” he said. “You can’t say, ‘Let me 
think about it and I’ll get back to you 
next week, because there’s a real good 
chance it won’t be there next week.”

In McKinney, the average house 
spends 27 days on the market. In May, 
there were 417 homes on the market, 
and 278 of them were under contract 
by the end of the month, according to 
the CCAR. The median home sale price 
in May was a little more than $300,000, 
compared to May 2015 when the 
median home price was a little more 
than $285,000 in McKinney.

Haid said real estate market experts 

and economists seem to agree that this 
upward trend is showing few signs of 
stopping. It is more difficult to be a 
buyer right now, more so because of 
availability of homes rather than pric-
ing, he said. The real estate market is 
expected to balance out—meaning 
prices will ease up as more builders add 
to the area’s housing stock, Haid said.

State reform efforts
To gauge and address property 

tax increases throughout the state, 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick last November 
announced the appointment of seven 
Senate members, including Sen. Van 
Taylor, R-Plano, to the Select Commit-
tee on Property Tax Reform and Relief. 
The committee has held several public 
hearings throughout the state and is 
expected to report its recommenda-
tions to the Finance Committee prior 
to the 85th Legislative session begin-
ning in January 2017.

Loughmiller said he understands 
the desire of state legislators to manage 
tax policy but said there needs to be a 
discussion concerning the differences 
between cities, how they manage their 
budgets and the services they deem 
necessary.

“In Texas, municipalities do not 
receive state assistance for the con-
struction of necessary infrastructure, 
police, fire and other core governmen-
tal services,” he said. “Because of this, 
the state needs to give consideration 
to the service demands of fast-growth 
cities and how those demands differ 
from cities that are built out or that 

are smaller and predominantly in rural 
areas where service demands for water, 
sewer, roadway construction and other 
public services are less intensive.”

Mayor Pro Tem Randy Pogue said 
reaching for a solution through legisla-
tion will not be simple.

“Even within the dynamics of Collin 
County, there’s not a one-size-fits-all 
solution,” he said. “Plano and Allen are 
virtually built out, while the others like 
McKinney, Frisco, Prosper and Celina 
are still in a growth phase. Therefore, 
even from a state’s perspective, it would 
be difficult to come up with that type 
of one-size-fits-all solution—whether 
you are talking about a rollback tax rate 
cap or a revised method of determining 
appraisal values. That’s where the local 
level would have a better understand-
ing of how it affects and impacts, as well 
as to possibly regulate property taxes, 
but there would have to be some formal 
guidelines to follow on a more regional 
basis so local tax assessor-collectors 
and appraisal districts could all have a 
similar sheet of music but not necessar-
ily playing the same song.”

While the committee continues to 
gather comments from local residents 
and city officials, Loughmiller said it is 
not practical for city leadership to sim-
ply deny any offered solution given by 
the Legislature, adding that cities need 
to be a vital part of the conversation and 
continue to express the need for local 
control over tax and budgetary issues.

“I believe that cities in North Texas, 
including McKinney, Frisco, Allen 
and Plano, have worked well with our 

FDA-cleared 

treatment paid 

by Medicare and 

most insurance 

companies

Call Now! FREE Consultation 
to the First 20 Callers!!! 
972.542.5879

270 Redbud Blvd #100, McKinney, TX
bluediamondphysmed.com

Are you suffering from 

KNEE 
PAIN?

• NO SURGERY • NO STEROIDS • NO DOWNTIME

REGISTER NOW!
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Sources: Collin Central Appraisal District, Collin County Association of Realtors, city of McKinney, McKinney ISD/Community 
Impact Newspaper

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

Taxing entities to include individual tax rates

Average homestead 
market value in McKinney

Average homestead 
market value in Collin 
County

McKinney median 
home sale price

Collin County median 
home sale price

This graph compares Collin County and McKinney’s average homestead 
market value and median home sale price increases within the past six 
years. The Texas Legislature in 1998 passed a 10 percent appraisal cap for 
homestead properties to protect residents from absorbing large market value 
increases. Last year, legislators furthered efforts by increasing the homestead 
exemption amount from $15,000 to $25,000. 
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representatives on these issues in the 
past and have managed our budgets 
effectively,” he said. “Again, when I see 
the demand for additional roads in 
our northwest sector, additional fire 
stations and police, the fact that our 
ratio of city employees to residents in 
various departments is much lower 
than other cities our size and the fact 
that we are only about one-third built 
out, I have concerns about our ability 
to provide necessary services if we are 
not included in the discussion regard-
ing rollback rates.”

According to the state comptroller’s 
office, the rollback tax rate is a calcu-
lated maximum rate allowed by law 
without voter approval. A taxing unit’s 
rollback tax rate divides its overall 
property tax rate into two categories—
maintenance and operation, and debt 
service.

According to the state comptroller’s 
office, cities collect roughly 16 percent 
of property taxes levied in the state. 
Most of the property taxes paid by Tex-
ans—about 55 percent—go to school 
districts, according to the Texas Munic-
ipal League.

“The majority of property taxes paid 
by Texans goes to fund schools … 
and school districts have been forced 
to raise property taxes because of the 
state Legislature’s failure to adequately 
fund education,” TML Executive Direc-
tor Bennett Sandlin said. “Politicians 
who blame cities for high taxes are just 

trying to divert attention from their 
own failures and avoid real solutions.”

According to data from the comp-
troller, between 2014 and 2015 prop-
erty tax rates grew approximately 2½ 
times faster than the median household 
income statewide, something Taylor 
said is simply not sustainable. 

Senate Bill 1, approved in Novem-
ber, raised the homestead exemption 
from $15,000 to $25,000 for school 
district property taxes. Taylor said he 
supported the Senate’s proposal to take 
this tax relief a step further by making a 
homeowner’s exemption 25 percent of 
the state’s median home value. Taylor 
said his district, which includes Collin 
County and the city of Richardson, is 
home to more than 60,000 businesses, 
the taxes from which help offset the 
growing demand for city services. 

“Just because home values go up, that 
doesn’t mean it costs [city] government 
any more to provide the same services 
to those same homes,” he said. “Rapid 
growth of property tax rolls come not 
as the result of local officials campaign-
ing on higher taxes and voters rallying 
behind their plea; rather it is fueled by 
an appraisal system that offers a back-
door means to increase taxes and gov-
ernment spending.”

Homestead exemptions 
help lower a homeowner’s 
taxable value.

Homestead market values 
are used to calculate 
one’s property taxes.

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY

AREA RUG  |  24HR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. 
Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. ASTHMA & ALLERGY 
FRIENDLY and ASTHMA & ALLERGY FRIENDLY LOGO are Certification Marks and Trademarks of ALLERGY STANDARDS 
LIMITED. The ASTHMA AND ALLERGY FOUNDATION OF AMERICA is a Registered Trademark of AAFA. Not applicable to 
installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off site cleaning process. Priced by square foot. As applicable, 

discount applies to the smallest area rug of equal or lesser size. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

Cleaning Completed By 8/15/16
Promo Code: 50TILE

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

$50
OFF Cleaning Completed By 8/15/16

Promo Code: BUY1

CLEAN 1 AREA RUG

GET A 2nd

½OFF!
asthma & allergy friendly™ Certification 

applies to Carpet, Tile & Grout, and 
Hardwood Cleaning services only. 
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204 West Virginia Street • (972) 369-1800
thepubmckinney.com

BRING THIS AD WITH YOU FOR 10% OFF YOUR NEXT FOOD ORDER
Expires 9/30/2016
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CYNTHIA ELLIOT BOUTIQUE

107 East Virginia • McKinney, TX

Like 
us on

972.562.8004 • www.cynthiaelliot.com

PERFECT FOR SUMMER FUN

JIMMY CRYSTAL
NEW YORK

embellished with 
Swarovski® crystals 

$43.00

Collin County’s Premier 
BYOB Private Event Venue

Gather in Downtown McKinney

207 E. Virginia • McKinney
972.548.8882 • www.gathermckinney.com
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Corporate Events • Private Social Events
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July 8

July 10 

July 29

July 30

Friday Night Flicks - The Good, the Bad and the Ugly, 8 p.m., MPAC

McKinney Community Band ‘American Spirit’ Concert, 4 p.m., MPAC

Madi Davis Concert & Album Release, 7:30 p.m., MPAC

Classics on the Square car show, 7:30-10:30 a.m., Downtown McKinney 

Main Events

www.mckinneywine.com

120 W. Virginia St. 
McKinney, TX

Parking in Rear
(972) 542-4636

Tue-Sat 11-9 pm
Sun 12-4 pm 

An Eloquent Wine Shop, in a Post-literate Age

Global Selection - Concerned Service
Good Prices
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McKinney has more than 40 parks that offer a range of activities—from sports fields to hike and bike trails and 
two aquatic centers—as well as another park nearly wrapping construction and several other park updates in 
the works. The city also has several new parks and trails planned.

Parks
Continued from | 1

anyone else has ever done,” Parks 
and Recreation Director Rhoda Sav-
age said. “Ours is intertwined with 
the city’s comprehensive plan, which 
breaks the city down into 16 different 
districts. Our master plan has a street-
scape chapter, a trail chapter and the 
‘string of pearls,’ which is a looped park 
system we are hoping to facilitate. We 
want to reinforce the storyboard of all 
the things McKinney has that make it 
so unique and special.”

Updating the parks master plan
Every three to five years city depart-

ments in McKinney revamp their mas-
ter plans, said Jenny Baker, parks plan-
ning and development manager. The 
parks department is working closely 
with other city departments when 
redeveloping its master plan because of 
McKinney’s rapid growth.  

“We needed to look at the growth, 
look at our needs for land acquisitions 
and different facility designs or things 
we could incorporate into the system,” 
Baker said. “After we gather public 
input, we lay out the priorities for the 
next 10 years and use that to determine 
the order of future projects. Then we 
budget out the hot items or the things 
we need to do and allocate those out 
over the budget cycle.”

Baker said there have been some 
common themes following the public 
input phase of updating the plan.

“Hike and bike trails are always one 
of the top two items that are always 
asked for, whether on the phone or 
online surveys or in the public input 
meetings,” she said. “There’s also a 
high request level of preserving our 
open spaces, and creek corridors, and 
a request to recognize that with all our 
growth we need to preserve our land 
and create a space where people can 
enjoy nature.”

To better accommodate resident 
requests, Savage said the parks depart-
ment has been planning and executing 
land acquisitions in a different way 
than it has done in the past. Previously,  
Savage said the city purchased land in a 
fairly traditional manner—taking what 
was available at a price the city could 
afford and then planning the park. 
Now, she said, the new master plan calls 
for a cohesive, looped park system.

“It means that our parks will fol-
low the greenbelts that we have from 
[Lavon Lake], taking the east fork of the 
Trinity River and Wilson Creek, which 
come around in a loop and almost con-
nect,” Savage said. “So our park system  
will be a continuous park that goes 
along both of those creek corridors. 
Now, instead of shopping for a commu-
nity park within a neighborhood, we 
are trying to make trails that connect 
to these creeks. Then you will be able 
to get to any of our city parks by riding 
your bike along these beautiful creeks. 
I don’t know of any city that has quite 
that opportunity to do that.”

Savage said land shopping will now 
consist of looking at the flood plain 
and finding available pockets of land 
next to it to make trail connections and  
complete the system. 

“The end result is just going to be 
 off-the-charts cool,” Savage said. 

Upcoming major projects
While the parks department works to 

finalize its master plan, several projects 
will soon come online, including two 
major projects at two existing parks.

Construction on Bonnie Wenk Park’s 
Phase 2 will begin as soon as construc-
tion documents are finalized. Parks 
officials hope to bid the project out to 
contractors within the next couple of 
months, Savage said.

The park is 250 acres and includes  
25 acres of existing development and a 
dog park. Phase 2 will include roughly 
115 more acres of development, 

including the extension of the park 
road to Hardin Boulevard as well as 
adding two multiuse sports fields, 
additional parking, three playgrounds 
and an all-abilities playground spon-
sored by the McKinney Rotarians.  
Savage said construction will require 
12-18 months for completion once  
it begins.

Gabe Nesbitt Community Park is also 
about to see a major transformation. 
The McKinney Parks and Recreation 
Department has $7 million set aside 

for the first phase of the project, which 
includes adding signage throughout 
the park, a tennis court expansion, a 
new restroom facility near the skate 
park, additional parking and landscape 
enhancements from Alma Road to the 
skate park.

Once construction begins, it will take 
12-18 months for completion.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

Source: city of McKinney/Community Impact Newspaper
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Friday Night Flicks - The Good, the Bad and the Ugly, 8 p.m., MPAC

McKinney Community Band ‘American Spirit’ Concert, 4 p.m., MPAC

Madi Davis Concert & Album Release, 7:30 p.m., MPAC

Classics on the Square car show, 7:30-10:30 a.m., Downtown McKinney 

ORISONS
Art & Framing

35% OFF
UNIVERSAL-ARQUATI FRAMES

Expires 8.31.16. Present coupon at time of purchse.

110 E. Louisiana St., McKinney, TX 75069
972-529-1441 | www.orisonsart.com

No two of us
are alike.

a memorial service 
should ref lect that.

RELY ON YOUR DIGNITY 
MEMORIAL® PROVIDER TO 

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE OF A 
PERSON’S LIFE IN  

A SINGLE CEREMONY.
214-705-1789  

STONEBRIAR FUNERAL HOME  
AND CREMATION SERVICES
10375 Preston Rd.  Frisco, TX

WWW.PREPAIDFUNERALS.TEXAS.GOV
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Information System (NTREIS)
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Sorrellwood Park is located near the 
intersection of Virginia Parkway and 
Hardin Boulevard. The neighborhood 
offers homes starting at $400,000 and is 
close to Bonnie Wenk Park, Valley Creek 
Park, Herndon Branch Wilson Creek, 
and several hike and bike trails.

Students living Sorrellwood Park attend 
McKinney ISD schools.

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact Newspaper 
assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Builders include: Grand Homes

Average square footage: 3,107-4,239

Home Values: from $400,000-$560,000+

HOA dues (estimated): $350 annually 

Lot size: less than .05 acres

Amenities: greenbelt, jogging path, bike path, 
park and playground 

Schools: Valley Creek Elementary, Faubion 
Middle School, McKinney High School

McKinney mortgage banker Gail Hillman answers 
questions about real estate trends and offer tips 
to homebuyers and sellers considering buying or 
selling a home in or around McKinney.

Gail Hillman 
Branch owner at Waterstone Mortgage

What is a mortgage banker?
A mortgage banker is a company, 
individual or institution that originates 
mortgages. Mortgage bankers use 
their own funds to fund mortgages. 
After a mortgage is originated, a 
mortgage banker might retain the 
mortgage in a portfolio, or they might 
sell the mortgage to an investor.

What are the advantages of 
using a mortgage banker?
The lender has more control over 
the loan with in-house underwriting, 
in-house appraisal management and 
more of a variety of loan programs. 
If necessary, the mortgage banker 
can broker the loan out to another 
company that might have a loan 

By Marthe Rennels

program that is a better fit for the 
buyer. 

How does a banker become 
involved in the homebuying 
process?
A [banker] should be the first person 
that a homebuyer talks to. A [banker] 
can explain the homebuying process, 
pre-qualify the buyer to determine 
how much they can afford [to spend 
on a home], and can even give them a 
referral to a Realtor to help them find 
a home.

FOR ALL OF YOUR HOME REPAIR NEEDS

Property Damage Inspection

Windows

Gutters

Painting

Siding

Roo� ng

FOR ALL OF YOUR HOME REPAIR NEEDS

CALL TODAY!

214-865-6598

307 S. McDonald St. • Suite 500 A • McKinney, TX 75069
www.StormGuard-McKinney.com
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3050 S.  CENTRAL EXPWY. • MCKINNEY • 972-548-9995

McKinney Gold & Diamond

M

Your full service jewelry store

3050 S.  CENTRAL EXPWY. • MCKINNEY • 972-548-9995

Your full service jewelry store
Sell your 

GOLD
& OTHER JEWELRY FOR 

IMMEDIATE CASH BACK

Planet Smoothie/Tasti D-Lite 
972-542-2251 • 2014 W. University Dr. • NW corner of U.S. 380 & 75 (near Chipotle®)

$1 OFF ANY SIZE Buy One, Get One FREE
One coupon per customer per visit. Taxes not included. Coupon 
must be surrendered at time of purchase. Not valid with other 
offers. Valid only at location listed in this ad. Expires 8/3/16.

One coupon per customer per visit. Taxes not included. Coupon 
must be surrendered at time of purchase. Not valid with other 
offers. Valid only at location listed in this ad. Expires 8/3/16.

FREE
bagel with 

cream cheese
with purchase of any 

bagel of equal or greater 
value

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
8/3/2016.

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
8/3/2016.

FREE
combo 

(chips & large 
fountain soda)

with any lunch sandwich 
purchase

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
8/3/2016.

10% 
OFF

any purchase
of $10 or more

With this coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Offer expires 
8/3/2016.

FREE
breakfast 
sandwich

with purchase of 3 
breakfast sandwiches of 

equal or greater value

With this coupon. Not valid With this coupon. Not valid 

5100 W. Eldorado Pkwy., Ste. 104
McKinney • 972-540-7707

www.bennysbagels.com

McKinney’s Best Bagels!

Catering available!

$5.00 
OFF

a $40 and higher 
cookie arrangement

McKinney Store Only

Buy 2 Gourmet 
Cookies, Get 2 

FREE
McKinney Store Only

972-569-8383
2001 Central Circle, #107, McKinney

cookiesinbloom.com

8/3/16 8/3/16

cookie arrangement
McKinney Store Only
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We buy, sell, trade, repair and upgrade Apple® devices!
Same Day Service • Fix While You Wait

10% OFF
ANY REPAIR OR IN-STOCK ITEM UP TO $50

Cannot be combined with other offers. Must present coupon to 
redeem. Expires 12/31/2016

2960 Eldorado Pkwy. #25 
McKinney, Tx 75070 • (469) 714.4014 Ha
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Eldorado Pkwy.

75

We buy, sell, trade, repair and upgrade Apple
Same Day Service • Fix While You Wait

ANY REPAIR OR IN-STOCK ITEM UP TO $50

2960 Eldorado Pkwy. #25 
McKinney, Tx 75070 • 

We buy, sell, trade, repair and upgrade AppleWe buy, sell, trade, repair and upgrade Apple
Same Day Service • Fix While You Wait

ANY REPAIR OR IN-STOCK ITEM UP TO $50

McKinney, Tx 75070 • 

90 Day 
Guarantee 

Ask for 
Details

The use of Apple Inc.’s trademarks does not represent an affiliation with, or endorsement or 
sponsorship by Apple Inc. of Experimac. Apple® is a registered trademark of Apple Inc.

HIGHEST RATED
fine dining in McKinney

1/2 PRICE
BOTTLES OF WINE WEDNESDAY

AND THURSDAY
With purchase of Two Entrees. 

Some limits may apply. Expires 8/3/16.

214.701.4409 • WWW.ECLAIRBISTRO.COM

216 EAST VIRGINIA STREET • MCKINNEY, TX 75069
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN MCKINNEY

CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN • FRENCH INSPIRED

NO COVER. FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHTS

LIVELIVEJazzJazz

Embroidery • Screen Printing • Vinyl Applications

25% OFF
Screen Print

Orders
On � rst orders only. 

Can not be combined with any other offers

1414 S Tennessee St. 
McKinney, TX

(972) 542-0100
www.mckinneytees.com
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Kentucky 
St.

traditional 
mexican cuisine 
faithful to the 
true fl avors of 

mexico

Brunch on Sundays
from 10:30am to 3pm

119 W. Virginia St. • McKinney • 214.548.4258 • www.biensalsa.com
(Located in Historic Downtown McKinney)

HOURS: Tuesday - Thursday from 
11am - 2:30pm, 5pm - 9pm 
Friday and Saturday from 

11am - 10pm
Sunday from 10:30am - 3 pm

complementary 
dessert with 

entree purchase
Not Valid on Lunch Combos or 

To Go Orders. Exp 8/3/16.

Host your 
private event 

with us

2741 Virginia Parkway #700
1/2 mile west of North Central Expressway

WE DELIVER (limited area)

214-592-0772
online ordering at

marcos.com

1 Large Specialty 
Pizza and 1 Large 
1 Topping Pizza

$21.99 Offer expires
08/3/16. 
Coupon code 
HD2268

Medium 2
Topping for

$8.99 Offer expires
08/3/16.  
Coupon code 
HD129

XLARGE
2 Topping Pizza

$12.99 Offer expires
08/3/16. 
Coupon code 
HD26

Virginia Pkwy.

Jordan Rd.

75

Best of McKinney 
2015

Pizza Restaurant

Gluten Free Crust N
ow A
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e

TRY THE NEW
TRIPLE CHOCOLATE AND SALTED 

CARAMEL BROWNIES
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McKINNEY 2950 Craig Drive #200 972.984.7155

mckinney@hccenter.com Hrs. 10 am - 6 pm M-Sat./12 pm - 5 pm Sundays 

www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com

Now accepting quality consignments. We sell fast. We pay fast (60%). 
No automatic markdowns.

WE PAY BIG!
WE PAY BIG!

18 stores including Austin, Bee Cave, San Antonio, McKinney and the Woodlands
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FREE INSTALLATION
On Every Carpet in our Showrooms!*

*Excludes staircases.  Sale pricing cannot be combined with any other o� er,  coupon or discount and 
does not include tax. Installed prices do not include take-up or trim.

Best Brands & Thousands of Styles to Choose From!
Lifetime Installation Warranty Available on Many Styles!

469-287-1945
8810 Lebanon Road, Frisco
Open Monday - Sunday
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Lifetime Installation Warranty Available on Many Styles!



At Mercedes-Benz of McKinney, we are creating a dealership and an experience 
that evokes the same emotions of driving a Mercedes-Benz. We believe our guests 
deserve a shopping experience that is truly unique and sets a new standard in 
automotive retail.

We promise a no pressure, conflict-free environment, with personalized attention 
from our professional Experience Guides. Our transparent sales and appraisal pro-
cess will take much of the mystery out of buying a car, while Sonic Price helps elim-
inate the need to negotiate.

Coming Soon! A Car Buying Experience
As Sophisticated As the Car itself.

Mercedes-Benz of McKinney
worthy of a Mercedes-Benz

MercedesBenzofMcKinney.com | 844-293-5225 
2080 North Central Expressway  McKinney,  TX 75069
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